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OCTOBER  10,  186S. 

To-DAT  a  force  of  Union  troops,  under  command 
of  lieutenantrColonel  John  Boyle,  of  the  Ninth 
Kentackj  cavalrj,  entered  Harrodsborgh,  Ken- 
tuck  j,  completely  surprising  and  taking  prisoners 
one  thousand  six  hundred  rebel  troops,  composed 
of  in&ntry,  artillery,  and  cavalry,  being  the  rear- 
guard of  General  Bragg's  army. — Governor  Harris, 
of  Tennessee,  issued  an  order  requiring  the  enrol- 
xaeni  of  all  persons  between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  filty-five,  announcing  that  thirty  days  would 
be  allowed  for  volunteering. 

— ^A  FIGHT  took  place  on  the  Upper  Missouri 
River,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles  below  Fort 
Berthold,  between  a  party  of  miners,  who  were 
descending  the  river  in  a  Mackinaw  boat,  and  a 
large  number  of  the  Yancton  Sioux  tribe  of  Indi- 
ans. The  firing  was  kept  up  on  both  sides  from 
nine  oModc  in  the  morning  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  Indians  gave  up  the  chase,  a  good 
many  of  their  number  having  been  killed  or 
wounded.  Only  one  of  the  minors  was  wound- 
ed.— Sioux  City  RegUter^  Kovember  1. 

— General  J.  B.  B.  Stuart's  rebel  cavalry  en- 
tered Chambersburgh,  Pennsylvania,  and  de- 
stroyed over  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
doUars'  worth  of  government  stores  and  private 
property. — (Doc,  1.) 

— ^A  PARTY  of  about  one  hundred  rebel  guerril- 
lafi  entered  Hawesville,  Indiana,  and  for  a  time 
held  possession  of  the  town,  but  were  finaUy  driv- 
en out  by  the  Cannelton  Home  Guard. ~  Governor 
Letcher,  of  Yiiginia,  issued  a  proclamation  put- 
ting in  force  an  act  of  the  Rebel  Legislature  of 
October  first,  prohibiting  the  removal  of  salt  fi'om 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Yirginia,  and  making 
provisions  regulating  its  sale  to  people  within  the 
State— (/?(?<?.  3.) 

— ^Hkhbt  Fairback,  of  Colonel  BisselFs  Engi- 
rcgimeot^  of  the  West ;  Albert  Bacon,  of  the 


Fourteenth  Illinois,  and  Robert  Timmins,  of  the 
Thirty-fifth  Indiana,  who  were  captured  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Shiloh  and  Corinth,  this  day  made  their  es- 
cape fi^m  Macon,  Georgia.  After  travelling  for 
seventeen  nights,  and  enduring  many  hardships, 
they  finally  reached  the  Union  gunboat  West- 
em  World,  then  blockading  Doboy  Sound,  Ga., 
and  were  taken  on  board. 

October  11.— A  sharp  fight  took  place  a  few 
miles  from  Helena,  Arkansas,  between  a  detach- 
ment of  the  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Rector,  and  a  superior  force  of 
Texan  Rangers,  commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Giddings,  resulting  in  a  rout  of  the  latter, 
nine  of  their  number,  including  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Giddings,%eing  captured.  The  Unionists  had 
three  men  killed  and  nine  wounded. — Cincinnati 
Gazette. 

— The  ship  Manchester,  from  New-York  to  Liv- 
erpool, laden  with  grain  and  cotton,  was  captured 
by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  in  lat  4V  26', 
Ion.  66°  60',  when  her  officers  and  crew  were 
taken  offj  with  such  stores  as  were  wanted,  and 
she  was  burned.— The  One  Hundred  and  Fif- 
tieth regiment  New-York  volunteers,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  H.  Ketcham,  left  Pough- 
keepsie  this  day  for  Washington. 

— ^A  PORCB  of  three  hundred  Union  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  McReynolds, 
made  a  descent  on  the  rebel  Colonel  Imboden's 
camp,  at  Cacapon  Bridge,  ab9ut  seventeen  miles 
from  Winchester,  Virginia,  and  captured  a  major, 
lieutenant,  twenty-five  privates,  a  large  number  of 
horses  and  mules,  one  thousand  blankets,  a  quan> 
tity  of  ammunition,  brass  cannon,  wagons,  fire- 
arms, clothing,  and  Colonel  Imboden^s  priirate 
papers. — Cumberland  (Md,)  Union. 

-The  rebel  gunboat  Pahnetto  State,  built 
at  Charleston,  mainly  through  the  efforts  and 
offerings  of  the  women  of  South-Carolina,  was 
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formally  named  and  dedicated.    Colonel  Richard 
Yeadon  delivered  an  oration  on  the  occasion. 

— The  Seventh  regiment  Maine  volunteers,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  in  number,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Mason,  left  Washington  this  day, 
by  order  of  General  Halleck,  on  its  way  home  to 
recruit  its  decimated  ranks; 

— The  schooner  Elmira  Cornelius,  while  trying 
to  run  the  blockade  at  Bull's  Bay,  S.  C,  was  this 
day  captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Rest- 
less. Her  captain  ran  her  ashore,  but  she  was  got 
off  by  the  assistance  of  the  United  States  steam- 
er Flag. 

— Rumors  of  peace  began  to  be  mooted.  The 
Richmond  Enquirer  of  this  date  says :  **  There 
are  prospects  of  an  early  peace,  which  conclusion 
is  founded  on  the  results  of  the  battles  in  Vir- 
ginia and  Maryland,  and  the  campaign  now  pro- 
gressing. The  battle  of  Antietam  was,  to  the  Fed- 
eral forces,  the  most  terrible  defeat  of  the  war.'' 

— ^The  United  States  gunboat  Maratanza,  Com- 
mander Scott)  while  lying  off  Cape  Fear  River, 
North-Carolina,  was  fired  into  by  a  rebel  battery 
of  two  Armstrong  guns,  which  the  rebels  had 
constructed  on  the  beach  during  the  night  The 
second  shell  struck  the  ship  and  exploded,  kill- 
ing two  and  wounding  five.  After  which,  the 
Maratanza  immediately  got  under  weigh  and 
stood  out  to  sea. — Com.  ScoWs  Despatch. 

— Yesterday  a  body  of  Union  cavalry  cap- 
tured fifty  wagons  laden  with  ammunition,  on 
the  road  between  Camp  Dick  Robinson  and  Dan- 
ville, Kentucky,  and  to-day  a  portion  of  General 
Dumont's  forces  captured  at  Versailles,  Kentucky, 
a  train  of  wagons,  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
three  hundred  and  fifty  rebels,  without  a  fight 

— The  pream}>le  and  resolution,  submitted  to 
the  rebel  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr.  Barks- 
dale,  of  Mississippi,  concerning  the  retaliatory 
measures  to  be  adopted  against  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  passed  the  House  by  a  vote 
of  thirty-five  yeas  to  twenty-two  nays. — {Doe.  35.) 

— The  schooner  Revere  (British,  of  Yarmouth, 
Nova  Scotia)  was  this  day  captured  off  Cape 
Fear,  North-Carolina,  by  the  United  States  gun- 
boats Maratanza  and  Monticello.  Her  cargo  con- 
sisted of  military  stores. 

October  12.  — This  day,  the  rebel  General 
Stuart's  cavalry,  which  had  passed  around  the 
Union  army  of  General  McClellan,  made  good  its 
escape  across  the  Potomac  at  White's  Ford,  near 
Uie  'mouth  of  .the  Monocacy  River.    During  the 


day.  General  Pleasanton^  with  five  hundred  cav^ 
airy,  harassed  the  rebel  rear,  and  engaged  them 
in  a  sharp  skirmish,  but  with  no  material  loss  on 
either  side. — (Doe.  6.) 

— Considerable  excitement  was  created  in 
Gainsville,  Texas,  by  the  discovery  of  a  secret  or- 
ganization of  Unionists,  whose  object  was  said  to 
be  that  of  killing  the  secessionists,  after  which, 
they  were  to  remove  to  Missouri,  taking  with 
them  whatever  property  they  could  carry,  and 
bum  the  remainder.  The  militia  were  called  out, 
and  arrested  twenty-nine  persons  supposed  to 
belong  to  the  organization,  two  of  whom  were 
immediately  hanged. — Houston  Neuis. 

October  18. — A  successful  reconnoissance  was 
this  day  made  by  a  force  of  Union  troops  under 
the  command  of  General  Stahel,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Paris,  Snicker's  Gap,  and  Leesburgh,  Virginia. 
More  than  one  hundred  prisoners  were  taken  and 
paroled ;  important  information  was  obtained,  and 
the  command  returned  to  its  headquarters  at  Cen- 
treville,  without  losing  a  man. — New-YorJi  Times, 
October  16. 

— The  Sixth  regiment  Missouri  State  militia, 
under  command  of  Colonel  Catherwood,  returned 
to  camp  at  Sedalia,  Missouri,  after  a  successful 
scouting  expedition,  in  which  they  broke  up  and 
dispersed  several  bands  of  rebel  guerrillas,  kill- 
ing about  fifty  of  their  number.  They  took  pri- 
soner Colonel  William  H.  McCoun,  of  the  rebel 
army. 

— The  expedition  to  Jacksonville,  Florida,  this 
day  returned  to  Hilton  Head,  South-Carolina, 
when  General  J.  M.  Bran  nan  made  a  report  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  announdng  the  com- 
plete success  of  the  expedition — the  capture  of 
the  rebel  fortification  at  St  John^s  Bluff,  with 
guns  and  ammunition,  and  a  rebel  steamer. — 
(Doe.  6.) 

— The  rebel  Congress  in  session  at  Richmond 
passed  an  act  authorizing  Jefferson  Davis  to  sus- 
pend the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain  cases. 
— The  rebel  House  of  Representatives  passed  a  bill 
making  it  a  death-penalty  for  Union  soldiers  to 
have  in  their  possession,  or  for  endeavoring  to  pass 
counterfeit  rebel  Treasury  notes.  —  The  rebel 
Congress  adjourned  sine  die.    - 

— ^The  ship  Tonawanda,  fi*om  Philadelphia  for 
Liverpool,  captured  by  the  rebel  steamer  AU- 
bama  on  the  ninth,  was  to-day  released  and  again 
set  sail  on  her  voyage,  there  being  no  manner  of 
providing  for  the  considerable  number  of  women 
and  children  captured  on  board  of  her. 
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October  14.  —  The  London  propeller,  Oua- 
chita, was  this  day  captured  in  the  Gulf  Stream, 
opposite  Frying  Pan  Shoals,  hy  the  United  States 
gunboat  Memphis,  Coomiander  Watmaugh. 

— ^A  SKIRMISH  occurred  at  Stanford,  Kentucky, 
between  the  advance  forces  of  the  Union  army 
under  General  Buell,  and  the  rear-guard  of  the 
rebel  army  und^  General  Bragg,  resulting  in  the 
retreat  of  the  rebels,  fourteen  of  whom  were  taken 
prisoners,  a  number  of  horses  and  guns  captured, 
and  a  lieutenant-colonel  killed. — Stanford  was  oc- 
cupied by  Union  forces. 

October  15. — Governor  Vance,  of  North-Caro- 
lina,  issued  an  appeal  to  tho  people  of  that  State, 
m  which  he  said,  that,  **  after  the  most  strenuous 
exertions  on  the  part  of  its  officers,  the  State 
finds  it  impossible  to  clothe  and  shoe  our  soldiers 
without  again  appealing  to  that  overflowing  foun- 
tain of  generosity — the  private  contributions  of 
our  people,"  and  asking  that  all  possible  con- 
«  tribuUons  be  made.  ^^A  great  lot  of  blankets, 
also,  might  yet  be  spared  from  private  use,  and 
thousands  could  be  made  from  the  carpets  on  our 
parlor  floors."— {i>oc.  8.) 

— Thb  bark  Lamplighter,  of  Boston,  Captain 
Harding,  from  New- York  to  Gibraltar,  was  this 
day  captured  in  latitude  4:1**  30',  longitude  69^* 
IT,  by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama,  and  burned. 

— ^The  Right  Reverend  John  H.  Hopkins,  Epis- 
copal Bishop  of  Vermont,  addressed  a  letter  to 
the  House  of  Bishops,  assembled  in  General  Con- 
rention  at  New- York,  protesting  against  the  po- 
litical aspect  of  the  Pastoral  Letter  adopted  by 
that  body. — See  Supplement, 

— ^Thb  Bridgeport  (Second  Connecticut)  bat- 
tery, one  hundred  and  sixty-five  men,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  John  W.  Sterling,  arrived  at 
New- York  en  route  for  the  seat  of  war.  Of  the 
one  hundred  and  sixty-five  men  comprised  in  this 
corps,  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  are  from 
amongst  the  most  active  business  men  of  Bridge- 
port—  General  McClellan  made  a  preliminary  re- 
port of  the  military  operations  under  his  charge 
since  the  evacuation  of  Harrison^s  Landing,  Va. 
^Doe,  2.) 

— Dbavtino  in  Boston  commenced  to-day, 
under  the  supervision  of  Judge  Russell,  Commis- 
sioner, aided  by  Sherifif  Clark,  and  Br.  N.  W. 
Shurtleff,  who  was  blindfolded  and  drew  the 
names  from  a  box. — At  Baltimore,  Maryland,  the 
draft  was  also  made,  only  forty  men  being  re- 
quired to  fill  the  quota  of  that  dty. — ^A  force  of 


rebel  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonels  An- 
derson, Johnson,  and  Martin,  captured  the  steam- 
er Hazel  Dell  at  Casey ville,  Kentucky. 

— An  expedition  of  armed  boats  from  the  block- 
ading fleet  at  Apalachicola,  Florida,  proceeded  up 
the  Apalachicola  River,  and,  after  a  sharp  contest 
with  a  rebel  force,  drove  them  back  and  captured 
a  schooner  laden  with  cotton  preparatory  to  run- 
ning the  blockade.  Upon  returning,  the  expedi- 
tion was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  rebels  at  Apa- 
lachicola, when  the  town  was  shelled  and  set  on 
fire.— <Z><wj.  80.) 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Cars- 
ville,  Virginia,  between  a  company  of  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Williams,  and  a  force  of  rebels  in  am- 
bush, resulting  in  the  killing  and  wounding  of 
several  of  the  Nationals. — Acting  Master  Freder- 
ick Crocker,  of  the  United  States  steamer  Ken- 
sington, made  an  expedition  from  Sabine  Pass, 
Texas,  up  the  river,  and  destroyed  the  large  rail- 
road bridge  at  Taylor's  Bayou,  put  to  flight  a  body 
of  rebels,  and  burned  their  encampment  and  two 
rebel  schooners. — {Doc.  7.) 

October  16. — The  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth 
regiment  New-York  volunteers,  being  the  second 
of  the  Irish  Legion,  left  Staten  Island,  New- York, 
en  route  for  the  seat  of  war. — Governor  Curtin, 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  to-day  authorized  by  the 
War  Department  to  permit  drafted  militia  to  be- 
come volunteers  by  changing  their  term  of  ser- 
vice from  nine  months  to  three  years. 

— The  steamer  Emilie  was  boarded  by  a  gang 
of  guerrillas  at  Portland,  Mo.,  and  plundered 
of  all  her  stores.  The  passengers  were  also  robbed 
of  their  clothing  and  valuables. —  The  United 
States  steam  sloop-of-war  Ticonderoga,  was  this 
day  successfully  launched  from  the  Navy-Yard, 
Brooklyn,  New- York. 

— A  RECONNOissANCB  by  part  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  was  made  from  Harper's  Ferry  this 
morning.  General  Humphrey's  division,  sup- 
ported by  that  of  General  Porter,  crossed  the  Po- 
tomac River  at  Blackford's  Ford  and  advanced  on 
Shepherdstown.  He  was  met  by  a  strong  force 
of  the  rebels,  who  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  him ; 
and  as  General  Humphrey  had  no  artillery,  and 
the  object  of  the  reconnoissance  having  been  ac- 
complished, he  withdrew  his  forces  across  the 
river. 

The  steamer  John  H.  Dickey,  plying  between 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  and  Memphis,  Tennessee,  was 
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this  day  attacked  by  a  band  of  rebel  guerrillas, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Pemiscot  Bayou,  Missouri,  but 
escaped  without  much  injury.  No  one  was  killed, 
and  only  one  person  slightly  wounded- — ^The 
rebel  Brigadier-General  George  B.  Anderson,  who 
was  wounded  at  Sharpsburgh,  Md.,  died  at  Ra- 
leigh, North-Carolina. 

— A  KECONNOissANCE  Under  the  command  of 
General  Hancock,  left  Bolivar  Heights  early  this 
morning  and  proceeded  toward  Charlestown,  Va. 
When  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  town,  the 
rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Union  troops  from 
a  battery  of  five  pieces,  which  was  responded  to 
by  Olark^s  and  Tompkins* s  Rhode  Island  batteries, 
for  about  two  hours,  when  the  rebels  fell  back  to 
the  hills  beyond  the  town.  The  rebels'  guns 
were  well  served,  but  only  a  few  of  their  shells 
exploded.  The  Nationals  had  one  man  killed 
and  eight  wounded;  the  rebels  had  nine  men 
wounded  and  taken  prisoners,  among  whom  was 
Captain  Smith,  of  the  Richmond  artillery. — ^The 
National  troops  entered  Charlestown  and  occu- 
pied it 

— The  draft  commenced  in  every  county  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  except  that  of  Philadel- 
phia, without  any  undue  excitement 

October  17. — A  fight  took  place  near  Lexing- 
ton, Kentucky,  between  a  rebel  force  of  about 
three  thousand  cavalry  and  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  General  John  Morgan, 
and  three  hundred  and  fifty  Union  cavalry,  under 
Major  Charles  B.  Seidel,  Third  Ohio  cavalry,  re- 
sulting in  a  retreat  of  the  Nationals  with  a  loss 
of  four  killed,  twenty-four  wounded,  and  a  large 
number  of  prisoners. 

— To-day  a  band  of  rebel  guerrillas  under 
Quantrel,  entered  Shawnee,  Kansas,  and  com- 
pletely sacked  it,  burning  thirteen  houses  and 
killing  three  men.  Six  miles  south  of  the  town 
they  overtook  two  teams  laden  with  goods.  They 
killed  one  of  the  drivers,  dangerously  wounded 
the  other,  and  captured  the  teams  and  goods. — 
Lcanenworih  Conservative, 

— ^The  Common  Council  of  Boston,  Massachu- 
setts, having  voted  to  raise  the  bounty  to  volun- 
teers to  two  hundred  dollars,  drafting  in  that  city 
ceased. 

— A  Union  force  under  Acting  Master  Crocker, 
of  the  U.  S.  steamer  Kensington,  landed  at  Sa- 
bine City,  Texas,  atti^cked  and  routed  a  party  of 
rebels  five  miles  fh)m  the  cify,  and  burned  their 
encampment — {Doc  7.) 


— A  sKiRxisH  occurred  at  Thoroughfare  Gap 
between  a  Union  reconnoitring  force  under  Gea> 
eral  Stahel,  and  a  body  of  rebel  troops,  resulting 
in  the  retreat  of  the  latter  toward  Haymarket 
A  caisson  containing  ammunition  was  captured, 
and  about  one  hundred  rebel  prisoners  wcro 
taken.— {Z>oc.  37.) 

—  CoNsiOERABLS  difficulty  was  experienced 
by  the  officers  appointed  to  complete  the  enrol- 
ment for  the  draft  in  Pennsylvania.  In  the  town 
of  Berkley,  Luzerne  County,  the  military  had  to 
be  called  out,  who  fired  on  the  insurgents,  killing 
four  or  five  of  their  number.  The  draft  was  also 
resisted  in  Carbondale,  Scranton,  and  other  towns 
in  the  mining  districts.  The  resistants  were 
mostly  Irishmen. 

October  18. — ^To-day  as  a  small  party  of  the 
Forty-third  Indiana  regiment  wejre  doing  picket- 
duty  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  Arkansas,  they 
were  attacked  by  a  gang  of  rebel  guerrillas,  kill- 
ing one  and  taking  several  of  their  number  pris-* 
oners. 

— ^Thb  British  frigate,  Racer,  by  permission  of 
Flag-Officer  Green,  commanding  U.  S.  blockad- 
ing squadron  off  South-Carolina,  entered  Charles- 
ton Harbor,  and  took  away  the  British  ConsuL 
— The  Twenty-third  Maine  and  the  Fourteenth 
New-Hampshire  regiments,  left  Boston  this  morn- 
ing for  New-York,  en  route  for  the  seat  of  war. 

—  A  SKIRMISH  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Lex- 
ington, Kentucky,  between  a  detachment  of  the 
Fourth  Ohio  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Cap- 
tain Robey,  and  a  large  force  of  rebel  cavalry 
under  General  John  H.  Morgan,  resulting  in  the 
capture  of  the  entire  National  force.  The  rebels 
then  dashed  into  Lexington,  capturing  the  pro- 
vost-guard, and  without  stopping  any  length  of 
time,  moved  off  in  the  direction  of  Versailles, 
Kentucky.  By  this  operation  General  Morgan 
secured  about  three  hundred  and  fifty  horses, 
with  their  equipments,  as  many  prisoners,  and 
the  arms  and  accoutrements  of  the  men.  Ho 
paroled  the  prisoners. 

— ^Ten  of  Porter's  rebel  guerrillas,  Willis  Ba- 
ker, Thomas  Humston,  Morgan  Bixler,  John  Y. 
McPheeters,  Herbert  Hudson,  John  M.  Wade, 
Marion  Sair,  Captain  Thomas  A.  Snider,  Eleazer 
Lake,  and  Hiram  Smith,  held  as  hostages  by  or- 
der of  General  McNeil,  for  the  safe  return  of  An- 
drew Allsman,  an  aged  citizen  of  Palmyra,  Mo., 
who  had  been  carried  off  by  the  guerrillas,  were 
publicly  shot  this  day.^2>06.  10.) 


21.] 


MARY  OF  EVENTa 


— ^NxHS  Union  picketawere  fired  upon  and 
killed  bj  rebel  gaerrillas  at  a  point  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi opposite  Helena,  Ark. — A  supply  traiiv  of 
seroi  wagons  laden  with  forage  and  commissary 
stores  for  the  use  of  the  reconnoitring  force  un- 
der General  Stahel,  was  captured  by  a  body  of 
rebel  cavalry  at  Haymarket,  and  taken  to  War- 
renton,  Ya.  A  lieutenant  and  twenty-six  Union 
soldiers  were  also  made  prisoners. 

-^A  body  of  seven  hundred  rebel  cavalry  caihe 
upon  a  party  of  thirty-two  Union  cavalry  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  at  Hajrmarket, 
Va,,  capturing  all  but  nine  of  them,  who  made 
thdr  escape  after  a  severe  chase. — (Doc.  37.) 

Octd^  19.^The  United  States  gunboat  Ellis, 
of  theNewbem,  N.  C,  blockading  squadron,  Lieu- 
tenant W.  D.  Gushing,  commander,  captured  the 
British  schooner  Adelaides,  of  Halifax,  N.  S.,  in 
New  Topsail  Inlet,  twelve  miles  from  Wilmington, 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  with  a  cargo 
of  cotton  and  turpmtine.  The  vessel  being 
aground,  with  her  cargo,  was  destroyed* 

— ^The  steamer  Catahoula,  plying  between  He- 
lena, Ark.,  and  Memphis,  Tenn.,'was  this  day 
fired  into  by  a  band  of  rebel  guerrillas,  at  a  point 
a  few  miles  below  the  latter  dty.  No  one  was 
killed,  and  only  one  man  wounded. — A  party  of 
Morgan*s  rebel  cavalry  this  day  attacked  and  de- 
stroyed a  train  of  fifty-one  loaded  wagons  and 
thirty-one  empty  ones,  at  Bardstown,-  Ky.,  parol- 
ing the  teamsters  and  driving  off  the  horses  and 
moles. — LouUtille  Journal. 

— ^LiEUTEWANT-CoLONEL  Sackett,  Ninth  New- 
Tork  cavalry,  commanding  a  reconnoitring  party 
seat  out  to  patrol  the  country  between  Centreville 
and  Leesburgh,  Va.,  made  a  report  narrating  the 
operations  of  the  expedition.  During  the  recon- 
ooissance  he  captured  and  paroled  sixty  or  seventy 
soldiers. — A  body  of  rebel  cavalry  under  the  lead 
(tf  Colonel  Jefl&ies,  entered  and  occupied  Com- 
merce, Tenn. — {Doe.  9.) 

October  20. — A  skirmish  took  place  on  the  Cum- 
berland River,  a  few  miles  fi'om  Nashville,  Tenn., 
between  a  considerable  force  of  rebel  cavalry  un- 
der General  Forrest,  and  a  body  of  Union  troops 
onder  the  command  of  Colonel  Miller,  in  which 
the  rebels  were  driven  across  the  river  with  some 
loss.  A  number  of  prisoners,  including  a  colo- 
nel, were  taken. 

—Five  hundred  cases  of  yellow  fever  were  re- 
p<»ted  in  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  mortality  was 
Tery  great,  thirty  or  forty  dying  daily.   The  pub- 


lication of  the  Journal  newspaper  had  to  be  sus- 
pended, as  almost  all  the  hands  necessary  to  carry 
on  the  work  were  sick  with  the  fever. 

— President  Lincoln  issued  an  order  estab- 
lishing a  Provisional  Court  for  the  State  of  Lou- 
isiana, and  appointing  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of 
New-Tork,  to  be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  the 
court — {Doc  11.) 

— ^Major  Woodson,  of  the  Tenth  cavalry,  Mis- 
souri State  militia,  attacked  a  band  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas on  Auxvois  River,  dispersed  them,  killing 
and  wounding  several,  capturing  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, blankets,  and  horses. — ^The  Twenty-seventh 
regiment  Maine  volunteers,  left  Portland  this 
morning  for  the  seat  of  war. 

— Lieutenant-Colonel  James  Stuart,  with  a 
portion  of  the  Tenth  Illinois  cavalry,  attacked 
two  hundred  rebel  cavalry  near  Marshfield,  Mo., 
this  day,  completely  routing  and  disorganizing 
them,  and  capturing  twenty-seven  prisoners. — 
The  plantations  in  the  vicinity  of  President's  Is- 
land, on  the  Mississippi,  were  burned  to-day  in 
retaliation  for  an  attack  upon  the  steamer  Cata- 
houla by  the  rebels. 

October  71. — A  reconnoissance  was  this  day 
made  by  a  strong  force  of  Union  troops,  under 
the  command  of  General  Geary,  into  Loudon 
County,  Ya.  Several  skirmishes  took  place  with 
parties  of  the  rebels,  resulting  in  their  retreat, 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Unionists  seventy-five 
prisoners,  including  a  number  of  ofiSc^s,  and 
about  thirty  horses. 

—  President  Lincoln  addressed  a  letter  to 
Major-General  Grant,  Governor  Johnson,  and  all 
having  military,  naval,  and  civil  authority  under 
the  United  States  within  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
recommending  Thomas  R.  Smith,  a  citizen  of  Ten- 
nessee, who  went  to  that  State,  seeking  to  have 
such  of  its  people  as  desired  to  have  peace  again 
upon  the  old  terms  under  the  Constitution,  to 
manifest  such  desire  by  electing  members  to  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  State  officers,  and 
a  Senator  of  the  United  States.  The  President 
wished  the  parties  addressed  to  aid  Mr.  Smith, 
and  all  others  seeking  for  this  object,  as  much  as 
possible. — A  Union  meeting  was  held  in  Beau- 
fort, N.  C.  Patriotic  speeches  were  made,  and 
resolutions  indorsing  President  Lincoln's  pro- 
clamation liberating  the  slaves  of  rebels,  were 
passed. 

The  Union  army  under  General  Schofield,  1^ 
Pea  Ridge,  Ark.,  last  evening,  in  pursuit  of  thj 


6 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862. 


[OCTODXB  23. 


rebels  retreating  through  that  State.  One  portion 
of  the  Union  army  under  General  Schofield,  tak- 
ing the  road  toward  Huntsville,  and  the  other 
under  General  Blunt  going  toward  Maysville,  on 
the  boundary  line  between  Arkansas  and  the  In- 
dian Nation. — {Doe,  12.) 

—  A  SKIRMISH  took  place  at  Woodville,  Tenn., 
between  the  Second  Illinois  cavalry,  under  the 
command  of  Major  John  J.  Mudd,  and  a  party  of 
rebel  guerrillas  under  Haywood,  resulting  in  a 
complete  rout  of  the  latter,  leaving  in  the  hands 
of  the  Unionists  forty  of  their  number  as  prisoners, 
a  wagon-load  of  arms,  a  large  number  of  saddles, 
and  about  one  hundred  horses  and  mules. 

—  A  fight  occurred  at  Fort  Cobb,  in  the  Indian 
Territory,  between  a  body  of  loyal  Indians  be- 
longing to  six  different  tribes,  numbering  about 
seven  hundred,  and  a  force  of  rebel  Indians,  of 
the  Tongkawa  tribe,  under  Colonel  Leper,  result- 
ing in  the  defeat  of  the  rebels  with  great  slaugh- 
ter. Colonel  Leper,  who  was  a  white  man,  was 
killed. — Leavenworth  CoiiServative. 

October  22. — General  Blunt  with  a  division  of 
Union  troops  this  day  attacked  a  force  of  rebels 
five  thousand  strong  at  Old  Fort  Wayne,  near 
Maysville,  Ark.,  and  after  an  hour's  sharp  fighting 
completely  routed  them  and  captured  all  their 
artillery,  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  a  portion 
of  their  transports  and  garrison  equipage,  the 
rebels  retreating  toward  Fort  Smith. — General 
Schofield  with  a  Union  force  this  day  drove  the 
rebels  under  General  Hindman,  through  Hunts- 
ville,  Ark.,  to  a  point  beyond  the  Boston  Moun- 
tain.—(2?<wj.  12.) 

— Yesterday  an  expedition  of  troops,  gun- 
boats, and  transports,  under  command  of  General 
J.  M.  Brannan,  left  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  byway  of 
the  Coosahatchie  and  Pocotaligo  Rivers,  to  destroy 
the  bridges  and  tear  up  the  track  of  the  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  Railroad.  One  wing  of  the 
expedition  -under  command  of  Colonel  W.  B.  Bar- 
ton, to-day  marched  upon  the  village  of  Coosa- 
hatchie, attacked  a  passing  train,  killing  and 
wounding  several,  afterward  tore  up  the  rail- 
road track,  cut  the  telegraph  wires,  and  march- 
ed upon  the  bridge,  but  was  prevented  from 
burning  the  bridge  at  this  point  by  the  presence 
of  a  superior  rebel  force.  The  other  wing  of  the 
expedition,  under  command  of  General  Brannan, 
landed  at  Mackay*s  Point,  marched  ten  miles  in- 
land to  Pocataligo  bridge,  skirmishing  with  and 
routing  the  rebels  as  they  advanced.  At  the  bridge 
a  superior  force  was  encountered  well  intrenched. 


and  after  a  warm  engagement  and  considerable 
loss,  the  expedition  was  compelled  to  abandon  its 
object  and  return  to  the  boiits.— (i>oc.  18.) 

— A  SHARP  fight  took  place  near  Yan  Buren, 
Ark.,  between  a  force  of  Union  cavalry  under 
the  command  of  Major  B.  F.  Lazear,  and  a  body 
of  rebel  guerrilla  cavalry,  numbering  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men,  under  Boone,  resultingin  a 
complete  rout  of  the  latter,  with  considerable 
loss. 

— The  Twenty-fourth  Texas  Rangers  to-day 
captured  a  train  of  thirty  wagons,  of  the  Fifth 
and  Ninth  Illinois  cavalry,  near  Helena,  Ark.,' 
and  took  several  prisoners. — The  Fourteenth 
regiment  of  Vermont  volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  W.  S.  Nichols,  passed  through 
Springfield,  Mass.,  en  route  for  the  seat  of  war. — 
Springfield  Eepublican, 

A  SKIRMISH  took  place  between  the  Union 
and  rebel  pickets  in  the  vicinity  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  terminating  in  a  retreat  of  the  Unionists 
to  their  intrenchments  at  Nashville,  with  some 
loss. — The  British  brig  Robert  Bruce,  of  Bris- 
tol, England,  Captain  Muir,  was  this  day  cap- 
tured off  Shallotte  Inlet,  N.  C,  by  the  United 
States  gunboat  Penobscot,  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade. — Two  squadrons  of  the  Fourth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Duncan,  made  a  reconnoissance  to-day 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hedgesville,  Va.  Captain  Dun- 
can drove  the  rebel  pickets  into  the  town,  and 
then  charged  the  main  body,  routing  them  and 
taking  nineteen  prisoners,  including  three  offi- 
cers. 

October  23. — The  British  schooner  Francis,  of 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  was  captured  in  the  vicinity  of 
Indian  River,  Florida,  by  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Sagamore. — The  rebel  authorities  at  Rich- 
mond were  notified  that  aliens,  or  persons  claim- 
ing the  protection  of  foreign  governments,  would 
not  be  allowed  to  go  North  on  the  flag  of  truce 
boats. 

— A  pioHT  took  place  near  Waverly,  Tenn.,  be- 
tween a  reconnoitring  party  of  Union  troops, 
consisting  of  about  two  hundred  of  the  Eighty- 
third  Illinois  infantry,  supported  by  one  piece  of 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  Major  Blott, 
and  a  large  force  of  rebel  guerrillas,  which  re- 
sulted, after  an  hour^s  duration,  in  a  complete 
rout  of  the  latter,  with  a  loss  of  about  forty  of 
their  number  killed  and  wounded,  and  thirty  ta- 
ken prisoners.  The  Unionists  had  one  killed, 
and  several  wounded- — (Doe,  38.) 
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— Genbbal  Rosecrans  issued  an  order  from 
his  headqaarters  at  Corinth,  Miss.,  announcing 
^t  '^the  Seventeenth  Iowa  regiment,  by  its  gal- 
lantry in  the  battle  of  Corinth,  on  the  fourth, 
charging  the  enemy  and  capturing  the  flag  of  the 
Fortieth  Mississippi,  had  amply  atoned  for  its 
misfortune  at  luka,  and  stands  among  the  hon- 
ored regiments  of  his  command." — The  United 
States  gunboats  Merrimac  and  Mississippi,  with 
the  Third,  Fifth,  and  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts 
regiments  on  board,  left  Boston  this  morning 
for  Newbem,  N.  C. — The  EichTnond  Dispatch  of 
this  date  published  a  letter  purporting  to  be 
from  a  nephew  of  Secretary  Seward. — See  Sup- 
plement. 

— ^TnE  combined  rebel  armies  under  Generals 
Bragg  and  E.  Kirby  Smith,  reached  Tennessee 
on  their  retreat  from  Kentucky  this  day.  A  cor- 
respondent, who  accompanied  the  army,  thus 
writes  to  the  Sun,  a  rebel  paper  at  Columbia, 
Tenn. :  **  The  combined  armies  of  Generals 
Bragg  and  Kirby  Smith,  including  the  forces  of 
McCown,  Stephenson,  and  Marshall,  began  their 
retrograde  movement  on  the  thirteenth  instant, 
from  Dick's  River,  not  far  distant  from  Harrods- 
bnrgb,  Ky.,  General  ^ragg*s  force  leading  and 
passing  out  of  the  State  ahead  of  General  Smith. 
Many  of  the  men  are  worn  out  with  almost  con- 
stant marching,  by  day  and  by  night,  pinched  a 
great  portion  of  the  time  by  hunger  and  thirst, 
and  having  to  subsist  a  good  portion  of  the  time 
on  parched  com,  pumpkins,  etc.,  and  drinking 
frequently  water  from  holes.  How  different  the 
feelings  of  officers  and  men  of  these  armies  now, 
compared  with  what  they  were  upon  their  en- 
trance into  Kentucky  two  months  since !  It  is 
unnecessary  for  me  to  say  here  that  the  expedi- 
tion of  the  confederate  forces  into  Kentucky,  has 
resulted  in  a  miserable  failure." — Columbia  Sun, 

— A  fight  occurred  at  a  bridge  near  Shelby 
Depot,  Tenn.,  between  a  reconnoitring  force  of 
Union  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Stuart,  Fifty-fifth  Illinois,  and  a  body  of  guerril- 
las, who  had  set  fire  to  the  bridge,  resulting  in  a 
rout  of  the  rebels,  with  a  loss  of  eight  or  ten  of 
their  number  killed. — The  Fifteenth  regiment  of 
Vermont  volunteers,  commanded  by  Colonel  Red- 
field  Proctor,'  passed  through  Springfield,  Mass., 
on  the  way  to  the  scene  of  war, — Springfield 
Ilepubliean. 

— A  roBCB  of  five  hundred  Union  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Edward  McCook,  left 


Ciab  Orchard,  Kentucky,  this  morning,  and  pro-  Conroy. — (JDoc,  14.) 


ceeded' toward  Point  Lick  and  Big  Hill,  where 
they  encountered  several  bands  of  Morgan's  guer- 
rillas and  Scott's  rebel  cavalry,  killing  four  or  five 
of  them  and  capturing  their  telegraph  operator, 
with  his  apparatus;  also,  thirty-three  wagons, 
partly  loaded.  Thence  the  Union  forces  proceed- 
ed to  Richmond,  where  they  captured  two  hundred 
sick  and  wounded  rebels,  whom  they  paroled. 

— The  ship  Lafayette,  of  New-Haven,  Captain 
Small,  from  New- York  for  Belfast,  with  a  cargo 
of  wheat  and  corn,  was  this  day  captured,  and 
burned  in  latitude  40,  longitude  64,  by  the  rebel 
privateer  Alabama. 

October  24. — A  party  of  rebels/  a  hundred  and 
fifty  strong,  attacked  a  force  of  Union  troops, 
numbering  only  eighty,  stationed  at  Manassas 
Junction,  Virginia,  The  Union  troops  retreated 
with  the  loss  of  fifteen  men  and  two  ofiicers  taken 
prisoners.  Captain  Conger  of  the  Third  Virginia 
cavalry,  with  a  detachment  of  his  regiment,  who 
had  been  on  a  scouting  expedition,  met  the  same 
party  of  rebels  between  Catlett's  Station  and  War- 
ronton.  Captain  Conger  attacked  and  dispersed 
them,  killing  several  and  taking  two  prisoners. 

— A  FIGHT  took  place  near  Grand  Prairie,' Mis- 
souri, between  a  small  force  of  Union  troops,  un- 
der the  command  of  Major  Frank  J.  White,  and  a 
body  of  rebel  guerrillas,  resulting  in  a  complete 
rout  of  the  latter,  with  a  loss  of  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded.  The  Union  party  had  only  two 
or  three  of  their  number  wounded. 

A  REcoNNoissANCB  in  forco,  under  the  command 
of  Brigadier-General  Ferry,  was  made  from  Suf- 
folk, Virginia,  to  the  Blackwater.  At  a  place  near 
the  river,  known  as  the  Common  Road  Crossing, 
a  small  party  of  rebels  were  encountered,  when  a 
skirmish  ensued,  terminating  in  a  retreat  of  the 
rebels,  with  a  loss  of  six  of  their  number.  The 
Unionists  had  one  man  killed,  Lieutenant  Whee- 
lan,  of  the  New-York  Mounted  Rifles.— (Z>dc..  16.) 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  at  Morgantown,  Ken- 
tucky, between  a  detachment  of  Union  troops, 
and  a  force  of  Morgan's  rebel  guerrillas,  resulting 
in  a  retreat  of  the  latter,  with  a  loss  of  sixteen  of 
their  number  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Unionists. 

— ^Thb  United  States  gunboat  Clifton  captured 
in  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas,  a  yacht — The  British 
steamer  Scotia,  while  attempting  to  break  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  United  States  bark  Restless,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Commanding  Edward 
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October  25.— By  order  of  the  President,  Major- 
General  Buell  was  removed  from  the  command  of 
the  Department  of  Kentucky,  and  Major-General 
Rosecrans  appointed  in  his  place. — The  rebel  con- 
script law  went  into  eflTect  in  East-Tennessee,  to- 
day, and  was  rigidly  enforced. 

— Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  was  visited  by  a 
severe  snow-storm,  preceeded  by  sleet,  causing 
the  ground  to  be  frozen  so  as  to  retain  the  snow. 
The  ground  was  entirely  covered  to  the  deptfr  of 
an  inch  and  a  half. — General  Rosecrans,  at  his 
headquarters  at  Corinth,  Mississippi,  issued  an 
order  taking  leave  of  his  army,  and  announcing 
that  the  troops  of  that  district  would  hereafter  be 
commanded  by  General  C.  S.  Hamilton,  he  hav- 
ing been  called  to  duty  elsewhere. — A  party  of 
the  Forty-third  Indiana  regiment,  while  on  a  for- 
aging expedition  in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  Arkan- 
sas, were  fired  into  by  a  band  of  rebel  guerrilla 
cavalry,  killing  three  and  wounding  two.  The 
rebels  escaped  before  a  shot  could  be  fired  at 
them. 

October  26. — ^The  schooner  Crenshaw  of  New- 
York,  Captain  Nelson,  from  New- York  for  Glas- 
gow with  a  cargo  of  flour,  was  this  day  captured 
m  latitude  40°,  longitude  64°,  by  the  rebel  priva- 
teer Alabama,  and  burned. 

— Indianola,  Texas,  surrendered  to  the  United 
States  gunboats  Clifton  and  Westfield  without 
firing  a  shot — ^A  party  of  Unionists  attempted  to 
land  at  Saint  Mary's,  Georgia,  but  were  repulsed. 
The  gunboats  then  shelled  and  completely  de- 
stroyed the  town. 

October  27. — The  British  steamer  Anglia,  with 
an  assorted  cargo,  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  captured  by  the 
United  States  bark  Restless  and  steamer  Flag. — 
{Doc,  14.) 

—A  FIGHT  took  place  near  Fayctteville,  Arlcan- 
sas,  between  a  force  of  Union  troops,  under  the 
command  of  General  Herron,  and  a  large  body 
of  rebel  guerrillas,  resulting,  after  an  hour's  dura- 
tion, in  the  utter  rout  of  the  rebels,  leaving  eight 
dead  on  the  field,  some  wounded,  all  their  bag- 
gage and  many  of  their  wagons. 

—The  United  States  gunboat  Clifton  captured 
a  rebel  schooner  with  eighteen  bales  of  cotton  on 
board,  in  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas.  The  cotton 
was  transferred  to  the  gunboat,  and  the  schooner 
burned.— A  fight  took  place  at  Putnam's  Ferry, 
Mo.,  between  a  force  of  Union  troops  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Lewis,  Twenty-third 


Iowa,  and  a  body  of  rebels  numbering  about  one 
thousand  five  hundred,  in  which  the  latter  were 
defeated  with  a  loss  of  several  .killed  and  over 
forty  taken  prisoners. 

A  SKIRMISH  took  place  near  Labadieville,  La., 
between  a  force  of  Union  troops  under  the  com- 
mand, of  General  Weitzel,  and  a  body  of  rebels 
under  Colonel  J.  P.  McPheeters,  resulting  in  the 
rout  of  the  latter  with  great  loss.  Colonel  Mc- 
Pheeters was  among  the  killed. — {Doc  16.) 

October  28. — ^A  company  of  Union  troops  under 
Captain  Partridge  was  captured  by  a  force  of 
rebels,  while  on  picket-duty  in  the  vicinity  of 
Pensacola,  Fla. — The  rebel  steamer  Caroline,  for- 
merly the  Arizona,  with  a  cargo  of  munitions 
of  war,  was  captured  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Montgomery,  and  taken  to 
Pensacola,  Fla. 

— ^A  FIGHT  took  place  at  Cross  Hollows,  near 
*Fayetteville,  Ark.,  between  a  Union  force  of 
about  one  thousand  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  General  Herron,  and  a  large  body  of  rebel  troops, 
consisting  of  five  regiments  of  Texan  Rangers  and 
two  pieces  of  artillery,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Craven,  resulting,  after  an  engagement 
of  about  an  hour's  duration,  in  a  rout  of  the  rebels 
with  a  loss  of  eight  men  killed  and  the  whole  of 
their  camp  equipments  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Nationals. — {Doe,  17.) 

— Ge!7eral  Grant  sent  the  following  message 
from  his  headquarters  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  to  the 
War  Department :  ^*  The  lollowing  despatch  is  just 
received  from  Brigadier-General  Davis,  at  Colum- 
bus,  Ky. :  The  expedition  to  Clarkson^  Ma^ 
thirty-four  miles  fi*om  Madrid,  under  command 
of  Captain  Rodgers,  company  K,  Second  Illinois 
artillery,  has  been  entirely  successful  in  dispers* 
ing  the  guerrillas,  killing  ten,  and  mortally  wound- 
ing two,  capturing  Colonel  Clark  in  command, 
Captain  Esther,  three  lieutenants,  three  surgeons, 
thirty-seven  men,  seventy  stand  of  arms,  fifty-two 
horses,  thirteen  mules,  two  wagons  and  a  lai^ 
quantity  of  ammunition,  burning  their  barracks 
and  magazines,  entirely  breaking  up  the  whole 
camp." 

— General  Halleck,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  armies  of  the  U.  S.,  addressed  a' letter  to  Sec* 
retary  Stanton,  in  reply  to  general  interrogatories 
concerning  the  supplies  furnished  to  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  under  General  McClellan.  From 
all  the  information  General  Halleck  could  obtain, 
he  was  of  opinion  that  the  requisitions  from  that 
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army  bad  been  filled  more  promptly,  and  that 
the  men  as  a  general  rule,  had  been  better  sup- 
plied than  the  Union  armies  operating  in  the  West 

— As  expedition,  consisting  of  twelve  thousand 
Union  troops,  under  the  command  of  General  John 
6.  Foster,  left  Newbern,  N.  C,  and  proceeded  up 
Albemarle  Sound  Its  destination  was  unknown. 
Part  of  the  force  went  by  land  and  part  on  schoon- 
ners^  the  latter  being  oonyoyed  by  two  gunboats. 
It  was  surmised  that  the  expedition  was  to  attack 
WeldoD,  N.  C,  an  important  railroad  centre. 

— ^Vacket's  Point,  S.  C,  was  this  day  bom- 
barded by  a  part  of  the  Union  blockading  squad- 
ron.— ^A  company  of  rebel  cavalry  were  captured 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cotton  Gree1(,  Fla.,  by  a  scout- 
ing-party  of  Union  troops. 

— ^The  barque  Lauretta,  Captain  W.  M.  Wells, 
which  left  New-York  on  the  twenty-fifth  instant, 
laden  with  flour,  etc.,  and  bound  for  Madeira  and 
Messina,  was  this  day  captured  by  the  rebel  pri- 
vateer Alabama,  and  destroyed  by  fire.  The  cargo 
was  said  to  be  owned  by  a  British  merchant — 
The  Union  forces  under  General  Weitzel  enter- 
ed Thibodeaux,  La.,  without  opposition. 

— Thb  British  schooner  Trier,  of  and  fi*om 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  laden  with  salt,  etc.,  was  captured 
while  attempting  to  run  into  Indian  River,  Fla., 
bjr  the  U.  S.  gunboat  Sagamore. 

Oetohcr  29. — A  skirmish  took  place  on  the 
Ridgeville  road,  at  a  point  five  miles  distant  from 
Petersburgh,  Va.,  between  a  reconnoitring  force 
of  Union  troops  under  the  command  of  Lieut  en- 
uit-Colonel  Quirk,  and  a  detachment  of  the  rebel 
General  Stuart's  cavalry,  resulting  in  a  rout  of 
the  latter  and  the  capture  of  sixteen  of  their  num- 
ber, with  about  two  hundred  head  of  cattle  which 
the  rebels  were  driving  to  their  camp. — {Doc,  18.) 

—Eablt  this  morning  a  force  of  Union  troops 
under  the  command  of  Major  Keenan,  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  left  Purcellsville,  Va.,  on 
a  reconnoitring  expedition.  They  passed  through 
Bcrrysville,  SnickersviUe^  and  Philomont.  On 
ttriring  at  Union  they  found  that  town  occupied 
l>y  a  battalion  of  Georgia  cavalry,  whom  they 
^Te  out  Here  it  was  ascertained  that  General 
Walker,  in  command  of  a  force  of  South-Caro- 
Hna  troops,  was  in  position  five  miles  from  Middle- 
hurgh.  Major  Keenan  also  found  about  a  hun- 
<lred  wounded  rebel  soldiers,  all  of  whom  he 
paroled,  and  learned  that  General  Longstreet  was 
in  command  of  the  rebel  forces  near  Uppervillo. 
He  next  proceeded  to  Aldie,  in  the  vicinity  of 
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which  place  he  unexpectedly  came  upon  a  detach- 
ment of  the  First  Michigan  cavalry,  sent  out  by 
General  Sigel  finim  his  command  near  Centreville. 
Major  Keenan  then  returned  to  Purcellsville,  hav- 
ing marched  thirty-five  miles,  and  obtained  some 
valuable  information. 

— ^The  brig  Baron  de  Castine,  of  Boston,  Cap- 
tain Saunders,  was  this  day  captured  in  fat  39°, 
long.  69**,  by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama,  and 
liberated  on  a  bond  for  six  thousand  dollars. 

— The  ship  Alleganian,  of  New- York,  was 
boarded  at  night  while  at  anchor  off  the  mouth 
of  the  Rappahannock,  by  a  party  of  rebels,  who, 
after  rifling  her,  and  taking  off  the  crew,  set  her 
on  fire.  The  U.  S.  steamer  Crusader  subsequent- 
ly came  up,  and  endeavored  to  extinguish  the 
flames,  but  without  success. 

— ^A  FIGHT  took  place  near  Butler,  Bates  Coun- 
ty, Missouri,*  between  a  detachment  of  the  First 
Kansas  colored  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Seaman,  and  a  body  of  rebel  guerrillas 
under  Cockerill,  resulting  in  a  repulse  of  the  lat- 
ter with  a  loss  of  about  thirty  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  Unionists  had  eight  men  killed  and  ten 
wounded. — {Doc,  19.) 

(?c«<?&tfr  30.— Major-General  0.  M.  Mitchel,  Com- 
mander of  the  Tenth  army  corps,  department  of 
the  South,  died  on  the  evening  of  this  day  at 
Beaufort,  South-Carolina. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  to-day  between  a  de- 
tachment of  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel Wyndham,  First  New-Jersey  cavalry,  and  a 
force  o(  rebels  stationed  at  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
resulting  in  the  retirement  of  the  latter  to  the  al- 
most impassable  hills  in  the  vicinity. 

— ^The  rebel  schooner  Velocity,  laden  with  salt, 
leather,  Manilla  rope,  etc.,  was  captured  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Kensingtony  in  the  vicinity 
of  Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 

— In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment, Major-General  Buell  transferred  the 
command  of  the  department  and  the  army  of 
the  Ohio  to  Major-General  W.  S.  Rosecrans. 

October  81.  —  The  town  of  Franklin,  on  the 
Blackwater  River,  Virginia,  was  this  day  shelled  by 
three  batteries  of  Union  artillery,  and  partially 
destroyed,  the  rebel  forces  being  driven  off  with 
great  loss. — An  enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  at 
Key  West,  Florida,  to  raise  funds  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  volunteers  in  the  Union  army.  One 
thousand  dollars  were  collected. 
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— Jambs  R.  Lackland,  charged  with  encour- 
agement of  the  rebellion,  by  publicly  opposing  the 
national  government,  was  arrested  at  St.  Louis, 
Mo. — ^Between  three  and  four  hundred  East-Ten- 
nesseans  arrived  at  Lexington,  Ey.,  with  the  in- 
tention of  joining  the  Union  army. — ^A  rebel  force 
of  aivalry  under  General  Stuart,  attacked  a  small 
force  of%Union  calvary  stationed  at  Maysville,  Va,, 
and  drove  them  toward  Aldie. 

—  The  rebels  under  General  Hindman  having 
committed  depredation  upon  Union  citizens  resid- 
ing in  the  vicinity  of  Helena,  Ark.,  the  national 
troops  retaliated  on  rebel  sympathizers,  and  de- 
stroyed a  number  of  farms  in  that  locality. — The 
Wilmington,  N.  C,  salt-works  were  this  day  de- 
stroyed by  Captain  Gushing  of  the  national  gun- 
boat Ellis. 

November  1. — An  expedition,  consisting  of  the 
U.  S.  steamer  Northerner  and  gunboat  States  of 
the  North,  with  a  detachment  of  thef  Third  New- 
York  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  Allis*s  artillery, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Garrard,  proceeded, 
on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  up  the  Pungo  Creek, 
N.  C,  where  they  captured  two  rebel  schooners. 
Proceeding  to  Montgomery,  the  troops  disem- 
barked. Major  Garrard  then  marched  his  force 
to  Germantown,  Swanquarter,  and  Middletown, 
capturing  in  these  places  one  hundred  and  thirty 
horses  and  mules,  and  twenty-five  prisoners, 
among  whom  were  a  rebel  lieutenant-colonel,  a 
major,  a  captain,  and  a  lieutenant  To-day,  on 
returning  from  Middletown,  they  were  met  by  a 
squad  of  rebel  cavalry,  on  whom  they  opened  one 
of  their  field-pieces,  when  they  fled  at  the  first 
fire.  The  force  then  returned  to  Montgomery, 
and  embarked  on  the  steamer  without  further 
molestation. — Philadelphia  Ledgef, 

—  At  New-Orleans,  La.,  General  Butler  issued 
the  following  orders : — "  No  pass  to  go  beyond  the 
lines  of  this  army,  in  any  direction,  will  be  re- 
spected by  any  officer  or  soldier,  unless  it  bear  the 
personal  signature  of  the  Commanding  General 
of  this  Department 

"  All  persons  of  the  age  of  sixteen  years  and 
upward,  coming  within  the  lines,  will  be  held  as 
spies,  unless  they  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States,  or  show  that  they  are  neutral 
aliens ;  and  all  persons  whatsoever  thus  coming 
will  immediately  report  themselves  at  the  office  of 
the  Provost-Marshal. 

"  No  person  will  be  arrested  as  a  slave  by  any 
policeman  or  other  person,  and  put  in  confine- 
ment for  safe  keeping,  unless  the  person  arresting 


knows  that  such  person  is  owned  by  a  loyal  citi* 
zen  of  the  United  States. 

**  The  Inspector  and  Superinteadcnt  of  Prisons 
is  authorized  to  discharge  from  confinement  all 
slaves  not  known  to  be  the  slaves  of  loyal  owners.** 

— Yestbrdat  and  to-day,  the  U.  S.  gunboats 
Clifton  and  Westfield  bombarded  the  town  of 
Lavacca,  on  Matagorda  Bay,  Texas.  The  rebels 
opened  fire  on  the  gunboats  from  two  batteries, 
but  without  doing  them  any  injury.  After  firing 
more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  rounds,  the 
gunboats  found  their  ammunition  was  nearly  ex- 
hausted, and  they  were  thus  compelled  to  raise 
the  siege  without  effecting  a  capture  of  the  town. 
During  the  bombardment,  a  one  hundred  pound 
rifled  gun  on  board  the  Westfield,  burst,  wound- 
ing three  men  and  Acting  Master  Warren. 

— Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  issued  an  ad- 
dress to  the  planters  of  that  State,  calling  upoa 
them  voluntarily  to  send  to  General  Mercer  one 
fifth  of  their  negroes,  in  order  to  complete  the  for- 
tifications around  Savannah.  If  they  were  not 
sent  in.  General  Mercer  was  authorized  to  impress 
whatever  number  he  required  for  that  purpose. — 
{Doc,  22.) 

— The  rebel  schooner  Adventurer,  laden  with 
salt,  leather,  etc.,  was  captured  by  the  United 
States  steamer  Kensington,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Mermanteau  Pass,  La. — Major-General  Peck,  from 
his  headquarters  at  SuTolk,  Ya.,  issued  a  general 
order  denouncing  pillage,  and  calling  upon  his 
forces  to  cooperate  with  him  in  bringing  the  guilty 
to  a  speedy  trial. — The  Richmond  Whig  of  this 
date  opposes  the  rebel  conscription  law  as  *'  un- 
popular, if  not  odious,  among  a  large  class  of 
the  people." 

— A  NATIONAL  force  composed  of  the  First 
Mounted  Riflemen,  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  Follett's  battery, 
the  Eleventh  cavalry  of  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
and  General  WesselPs  brigade,  visited  Franklin, 
Va.,  to-day,  and  succeeded  in  driving  the  rebels 
from  the  town  with  some  loss. — New-  York  TVf- 
hune* 

November  2. — ^Yesterday  and  to-day,  a  series 
of  skirmishes  took  place  near  Philomont,  Va., 
between  a  force  under  General  Pleasanton,  which 
was  advancing  from  Purcellsville  tb  Union,  and 
the  rebel  forces  under  General  Stuart,  ending  in 
the  retreat  of  the  rebels. — (Doc,  2L) 

— Snicker's  Gap,  Va.,  was  occupied  by  the 
National  forces  under  General  McClellan.  When 
General  Hancock  arrived  there  it  was  held  by  the 
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T«bel  cavalry,  who  were  driven  out ;  a  column  of 
rebel  infiuitiy  adyanced  to  retake  it,  but  were 
dispersed  by  the  fire  of  the  National  artillery. 
General  Pleasanton  pursued  the  rebels  several 
miles  beyond  Union,  and  at  three  0* clock  in  the 
afternoon  succeeded  in  exploding  one  of  their 
caissons  and  capturing  ten  of  their  wounded. — 
Geiieral  MeCUllan^s  Dapateh, 

— Ak  expedition  under  Colonel  Dewey  to  Pitt- 
man's  Ferry,  Current  River,  Mo.,  in  pursuit  of 
a  band  of  guerrillas  infesting  that  locality,  this  day 
returned  to  camp  at  Patterson,  Wayne  County, 
Ha,  having  captured  thirteen  rebels  and  made  a 
march  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  miles  in  eight 
days,— {i^c  23.) 

— An  engagement  occurred  near  Williamston, 
N.  C,  betireen  four  companies  of  the  Twentieth 
r^ment  of  North-Carolina  rebels,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Burgwyn,  and  a  party  of  National 
troops. — Richmond  Despatch^  November  7. 

— Ceu>5KL  Lee,  of  Hamilton's  National  cavalry, 
retared  to  Grand  Junction,  Miss.,  after  a  three 
dtiTs'  reconnoissance  in  the  direction  of  Ripley 
and  ten  miles  south.  Ripley  was  captured  and 
held  twenty-four  hours,  as  was  also  the  town  of 
Orizaba  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hovis  and  the  Sur- 
geon ci  Faulkner's  rebel  rangers  were  captured, 
t'Sgether  with  a  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  sixty 
men.  Faulkner  himself  efifccted  his  escape,  with 
the  loss  of  four  men. — The  British  schooner  Path- 
finder was  captured  by  the  gunboat  Penobscot, 
off  Shallot  Inlets  N.  C.^The  ship  Levi  Starbuck, 
in  latitude  SS"*,  30',  longitude  66"*,  was  captured 
and  burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama. 

ywem^fer  3. —  A  fight  took  place  in  Bayou 
Tecbe,  fourteen  miles  from  Brashear  City,  La., 
between  h^e  Union  gunboats  and  a  large  rebel 
force,  supported  by  the  rebel  gunboat  Cotten, 
resulting  in  a  retreat  of  the  rebels  and  the  escape 
of  the  gunboai.— (27oe.  27.) 

— Takpa,  Florida,  was  bombarded  by  the  Na- 
tional forces. — ^Major  Reid  Sanders,  of  the  rebel 
army,  was  captured  in  the  Chesapeake  this  morn- 
ing by  Captain  Dungan  of  the  gunboat  Hercules, 
while  endeavoring  to  embark  for  Europa 

— A  roBCB  of  rebel  guerrillas,  numbering  about 
three  hundred  men,  under  Quantrel,  attacked 
near  Harrison ville,  Mo.,  a  wagon  train,  with  an 
escort  of  twenty -two  men  of  the  Sixth  Missouri 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  New- 
by,  killing  eight  of  the  escort,  six  teamsters, 
wounding  four,  and  taking  five  prisoners,  includ- 


ing Lieutenant  Newby,  and  burning  the  entire 
tmin  of  thirteen  wagons.  Three  or  four  hours 
thereafter,  the  rebels  were  overtaken  by  detach- 
ments of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  regiments,  Missouri 
cavalry,  under  the  comnund  of  Colonel  Cather- 
wood,  and  utterly  routed.  They  were  pursued  for 
twenty-five  or  thirty  miles  with  great  loss.  The 
Unionists  did  not  lose  a  man. — Missouri  Denuh 
erat, 

— The  steamer  Darlington,  with  a  company  of 
colored  troops  on  board,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  0.  T.  Beard,  proceeded  up  Bell  River, 
Florida,  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  below  Cooper's, 
destroyed  their  place  of  rendezvous,  then  de- 
stroyed tho  salt-works,  and  all  the  salt,  com, 
wagons,  and  horses  which  could  not  bo  taken 
away.  Thence  proceeded  to  Jolly  River  and  de- 
stroyed two  salt-works,  with  a  large  amount  of 
salt  and  com.  Thence  went  to  Saint  Mary's,  and 
brought  off  two  families  of  coptrabands,  after 
driving  in  the  rebel  pickets. 

— ^Captain  Flint,  of  the  First  Vermont  cavalry, 
with  eighty  men  of  his  company,  doing  picket- 
duty  in  the  vicinity  of  New-Baltimore,  Va,,  was 
attacked  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  rebel  cavalry. 
Captain  Flint  drove  the  rebels  two  or  three  miles, 
and  then  returned  to  his  post — Piedmont,  Va., 
was  occupied  by  the  National  cavalry  under  Gen- 
erals Pleasanton  and  Averill. 

November  4. — Francis  Arnold,  General  Sigel's 
cook,  and  five  others,  were  arrested  to-day  in  the 
vicinity  of  Fairfax  Court-House,  Virginia,  for 
smuggling  contraband  of  war  through  the  lines 
to  the  rebels.  A  quantity  of  goods  in  their 
possession,  consisting  of  swords,  shoulder-straps, 
gold  lace,  etc.,  were  seized,  and  the  men  were 
sent  to  the  old  Capitol  Prison  at  Washington. 

— The  Union  pickets  near  Bolivar  Heights,  Vir- 
ginia, wefe  attacked  to-day  by  a  party  of  rebel 
cavalry,  and  three  of  their  number  were  cap- 
tured.— New- York  Evening  Post 

— General  Grant,  with  several  divisions  of 
his  army  from  Bolivar,  Tennessee,  and  Corinth, 
Mississippi,  occupied  La  Grange,  Mississippi,  this 
night. — KeiO'  York  Herald, 

— ^The  English  bark  Sophia,  while  attempting 
to  run  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  North-Caro- 
lina^  was  destroyed  by  the  National  steamers 
Daylight  and  Mount  Vernon. — Com,  Scotffs  Re- 
port, 

— ^The  United  States  expeditionary  steamer 
Darlington,  with  a  small  force  of  colored  troops 
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on  board,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  0.  T. 
Beard,  proceeded  to  King^s  Bay,  Georgia,  and 
destroyed  the  extensive  rebel  salt-works,  about  a 
mile  from  the  landing,  together  with  all  the 
property  on  the  place.  On  returning  to  the 
steamer.  Colonel  Beard's  command  was  attacked 
by  a  party  of  rebels,  but  they  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing the  vessel  without  injury.  The  colored 
troops  returned  the  rebel  fire,  killing  two  of  the 
enemy. 

ITbvember  5. — Lamar,  Missouri,  was  this  day 
captured  by  a  body  of  rebel  guerrillas  under 
Quantrel,  after  a  sharp  fight  with  the  garrison, 
consisting  of  only  eighty  State  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Major  Bruden,  and  partially  de- 
stroyed by  fire. — Leavenworth  Conservative. 

— ^A  SKIRMISH  took  place  to-day  at  Barbee^s 
Cross-Roads,  Virginia,  between  a  force  of  Union 
troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Pleasan- 
ton,  and  a  detachment  of  General  Stuart's  rebel 
cavalry,  resulting  in  the  retreat  of  the  latter  with 
considerable  loss. — (Doc.  29.) 

— Salem,  Virginia,  was  occupied  by  the  Na- 
tional cavalry  under  General  Bayard. — Curran 
Pope,  Colonel  of  the  Fifteenth  regiment  of  Ken- 
tucky volunteers,  died  at  Danville,  Kentucky. — 
This  day,  while  a  battalion  of  General  Shackle- 
ford's  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Hollo  way,  was  moving  from  Henderson  to  Bow- 
ling Green,  Kentucky,  a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas 
under  Johnson  attempted  to  surprise  them,  on 
the  Greenville  road,  about  seven  miles  from  Mad- 
isonville.  The  attack  was  promptly  met  by  the 
National  forces,  and  the  rebels  were  routed  with 
the  loss  of  eight  killed  and  a  large  number 
wounded  and  captured.  Colonel  Fowler,  who 
commanded  the  guerrillas,  was  among  the  killed. 
— Indianapolis  Journal. 

— This  day  Colonel  "Wyndham,  of  Bayard's 
cavalry,  had  a  spirited  engagement  with  the  rebel 
cavalry  and  artillery  at  New-Baltimore,  Virginia, 
and  succeeded  in  driving  them  off  to  their  main 
body,  near  Warrenton. — General  M(^Clellan  by 
direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
was  rcheved  from  the  command  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  General  Bumside  was  ordered 
to  succeed  him. — ^The  monitor  Weehawken  was 
launched  at  Jersey  City,  New-Jersey. 

—A  fight  took  place  to-day  in  the  vicinity  of  Nash- 
ville, Tennessee,  between  the  Union  forces  under 
General  Ncgley,  and  a  numerically  much  supe- 
rior rebel  force  in  two  divisions,  one  of  which  was 


under  the  command  of  General  J.  H.  Morgan, 
resulting  in  a  repulse  of  the  rebels  with  con- 
siderable loss. — (Doc.  28.) 

November  6. — Major-General  Butler,  from  hi.s 
headquarters  at  New-Orleans,  issued  the  follow- 
ing order : 

**  HBADQVAimtBS  DicpAiminrT  Numn  1,     1 

(^JfrBDBRATB  STATSS  OV  AMCRICA,  V 

Nbw-Ohlkahs,  La.,  March  80, 1602.  ) 

General  Orders,  No.  90 

XIL  All  process  from  any  court  of  law  or 
equity  in  the  parishes  of  Orleans  and  Jefferson, 
for  the  ejection  of  the  families  of  soldiers  now^ 
in  the  service  of  the  government,  either  on  land 
or  water,  for  rent  past  due,  is  hereby  suspended, 
and  no  such  collections  shall  be  forced  until  fur 

ther  orders 

By  command  of  Major-Genend  Lovell. 

J.  G.  Pickett, 

Assistant  A^Jatani^lcnenL*' 

The  above  extract  from  orders  of  the  rebel 
General  Lovell  is  accepted  and  ordered  as  refer- 
ring to  the  families  of  soldiers  and  sailors  now  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States. 

By  command  of  Major-€reneral  Butler. 

George  C.  Strong,  A.  A.  G. 

— General  Reynolds  took  possession  of  War 
renton,  Virginia,  this  afternoon,  the  rebels  offering 
no  opposition;  five  prisoners  belonging  to  the 
Third  Virginia  cavalry,  and  two  infantry  soldiers 
were  captured. —  General  Charles  D.  Jameson 
died  at  Old  Town,  Maine,  this  morning. — The 
English  schooner  Dart  was  captured  off  Sabine 
Pass,  Texas,  by  the  United  States  schooner  Rachel 
Seaman. 

— General  Beauregard  ordered  non-combat- 
ants  to  leave  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  '*  with 
all  their  movable  property,  including  the  slaves." 
This  was  done  **to  avoid  embarrassments  and 
delay,  in  case  a  sudden  necessity  should  arise  for 
the  removal  of  the  entire  population." 

— A  fight  took  place  near  Leatherwood,  Ken- 
tucky, between  a  small  body  of  Union  troops 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Ambrose  Powell, 
and  a  gang  of  rebel  guerrillas,  resulting  in  the 
flight  of  the  latter,  leaving  six  of  their  number 
dead,  and  their  captain  mortally  wounded. — 
Frwnhfort  Commonwealth, 

November  7. — At  Big  Beaver  Creek,  Missouri^ 
a  block-house,  occupied  by  portions  of  two  com- 
panies of  the  Tenth  Illinois  cavalry,  and  two  mi- 
litia  companies,  was  attacked  by  the  rebel  Colonel 
Green,  who  had  one  thousand  three  hundred  men 
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tod  throe  ]^eoes  of  artillery.  On  the  destruction 
of  the  block-house,  the  militia  retreated  to  the 
woods,  and  fought  five  hoars,  when  Captain 
Barstow,  who  was  in  command,  displayed  the 
white  flag,  and  surrendered  the  garrison. — New- 

— ^To-DAT  a  debate  took  place  in  the  rebel 
Senate,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  operation  of  the 
sequestration  act  to  all  persons  natires  of  or  resi- 
dents within  any  of  the  rebel  States,  and  who 
hid  refused  to  submit  to  the  constitution  and 
laws  of  those  States.  A  substitute  proposed  by 
the  Committee  of  the  Judiciary  was  adopted. 
It  prorided  that  the  President  of  the  rebel  States 
Ehoold  issue  his  proclamation,  ordering  all  per- 
sons within  the  limits  of  those  States  who  were 
loyal,  and  adhered  to  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment, to  leaye  the  rebel  States  within  forty  days, 
00  pain  of  forfeiture  of  property.  Another  of 
its  provisions  was  the  granting  of  immunity  to  all 
persons  adhering  to  the  Union  who,  within  forty 
days,  should  take  the  oath  of  all^;iance  to  the 
rebel  States. 

— ^Tkb  United  States  steamer  Darlington,  with 
a  company  of  colored  troops  on  board,  in  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  0.  T.  Beard,  Forty- 
eigiith  New-Tork  volunteers,  proceeded  up  Sapelo 
fiirer,  Georgia,  accompanied  by  the  Union  gun- 
boat Potomska,  and  captured  a  number  of  rebels 
and  sUves  on  the  plantations  along  the  river,  and 
destroyed  a  large  and  valuable  salt-work.  The 
rebeU  on  shore  attacked  the  Darlington  several 
times  on  the  route,  but  the  colored  troops  fought 
bravely,  and  she  escaped  without  injury. 

— ^A  snroLB  company  of  enrolled  militia,  at  La- 
mar, Missouri,  barricaded  the  court-house  in  that 
place,  and  successfully  repelled  an  attack  made 
upon  them  by  a  large  body  of  guerrillas,  said  to 
be  under  the  command  of  Quantrel. — General 
McClellan  issued  his  farewell  address  to  the  "  offi- 
cers and  soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac." 
--(Jhe.  30.) 

K^tember  8. — Yesterday  General  Bayard  was 
attacked  by  the  rebels  at  Rappahannock  Bridge, 
Tirginia,  but  succeeded  in  repulsing  them.  This 
morning  he  continued  his  operations  and  com- 
pelled them  to  retire,  leaving  him  in  possession 
of  the  bridge  and  all  the  neighboring  fords. 
I>aring  the  day,  he  captured  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blont,  of  General  Longstreet's  staf^  together  with 
two  serrants  and  ten  men  of  the  rebel  army. — 
A  rery  heavy  snow-storm  occurred  in  Eichmond, 


Virginia,  and  its  vicinity. — The  First  company  of 
the  South-Carolina  colored  volunteers  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  at 
Beaufort,  South-Carolina,  by  General  Saxton. 

— Colonel  Lek,  of  the  Seventh  Kansas,  with 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred  Union  cavalry, 
made  a  successful  reconnoissance  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hudsonville,  Mississippi,  defeating  a  party  of 
rebels  in  a  short  skirmish,  killing  sixteen,  and 
capturing  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  of  their 
number,  one  hundred  horses,  and  a  stack  of  fire^ 
arms. — (Doc,  39.) 

—The  ship  T.  B.  Wales,  in  latitude  28^  80',  lon- 
gitude 58°,  was  captured  and  burned  by  the  pri- 
vateer Alabama. — General  Pleasanton,  in  a  skir- 
mish with  the  rebel  General  Stuart,  captured 
three  pieces  of  artillery,  a  captain,  a  lieutenant, 
and  five  privates,  without  loss.  The  Richmond 
Whigy  of  this  day,  declared  that  the  success  of 
the  Democrats  in  the  elections  at  the  North  was 
"about  equal  to  a  declaration  of  peace." — Holly 
Springs,  Mississippi,  was  evacuated  by  the  rebels. 
— Mobile  News. 

— Prince  Gortschakoff,  the  Russian  Minister 
of  Foreign  Afiairs,  sent  a  despatch  to  Paris,  in  re- 
ply to  a  proposal  of  concerted  mediation  between 
the  belligerents  in  America,  made  to  the  Russian 
government  by  the  Emperor  of  the  French.  The 
despatch  says :  "  We  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
a  combined  step  by  France,  England,  and  Russia, 
no  matter  how  conciliatory  and  how  cautiously 
made,  if  it  were  taken  with  an  official  and  col- 
lective character,  would  run  the  risk  of  causing 
the  very  opposite  of  the  object  of  pacification, 
which  is  the  aim  of  the  wishes  of  the  three 
Courts." 

— A  SKIRMISH  occurred  near  Marianna,  Ark.,  be- 
tween a  detachment  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Iowa 
and  Ninth  Illinois  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Marland  L.  Perkins  and  a  party  of 
rebels,  resulting  in  defeat  of  the  latter,  with  a 
loss  of  five  killed.  The  Nationals  had  one  man 
wounded. — Missouri  Democrat. 

November  9. — A  reconnoissance  was  this  day 
made  by  a  party  of  Union  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Dahlgren,  to  Fredericksburgh, 
Va.,  where  they  discovered  a  force  of  rebels, 
whom,  alter  a  sharp  skirmish,  they  drove  off 
with  some  loss.— {2><>c.  31.) 

— ^Yesterday  an  expedition  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Kelley,  composed  of  about  eight 
hundred  rank  and  file,  left  New-Creek,  Va,  for 
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the  purpose  of  capturing  or  driving  off  the  rebel 
Colonel  Imboden  and  his  men.  The  Union  force 
reached  Moorefield  this  morning,  and  after  re- 
maining a  few  hours,  pushed  on  toward  the  rebel 
camp,  which  was  about  four  miles  beyond  that 
place.  When  they  arrived  at  the  camp,  finding 
it  deserted,  they  continued  the  pursuit,  and  over- 
taking them  at  a  point  about  eighteen  miles  from 
Moorefield,  gave  th^m  battle  and  drove  them  into 
the  mountains. — {Doc,  40.) 

—St.  Mary's,  Fla.,  was  bombarded  and  par- 
tially destroyed  by  the  United  States  gunboat  Mo- 
hawk.— A  reconnoissance  from  Bolivar  Heights, 
Md.,  was  made  by  General  John  W.  Geary,  sur- 
prising the  rebels  at  Ilalltown ;  occupying  Charles-, 
town,  and  reaching  a  point  in  the  vicinity  of 
Front  Royal,  from  which  the  positions  of  the  rebel 
Generals  Longstreet  and  Hill  were  discovered. — 
Baltimore  American, 

— General  Butler,  commanding  department 
of  the  Gulf,  issued  an  order  enforcing  the  con- 
fiscation act  in  the  district  of  Lafourche,  com- 
prising all  the  territory  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River,  except  the  parishes 
of  Plaquemines  and  Jefferson. — {Doc,  41.) 

— John  B.  Villipigue,  Brigadier-General  in  the 
rebel  army,  died  at  Port  Hudson. — ^The  draft  was 
again  postponed  iri  the  State  of  New- York. — The 
Forty-third,  Forty-fourth,  and  Forty-sixth  regi- 
ments of  Massachusetts  volunteers  left  Boston 
for  the  seat  of  war. 

— A  skirmish  took  place  at  the  house  of  Cap- 
tain Eversoll,  on  the  North  Fork  of  the  Kentucky 
River,  in  Perry  County,  Ky.,  between  two  com- 
panies of  Union  troops  under  Captains  Morgan 
and  Eversoll,  and  a  numerous  body  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas, resulting  in  a  retreat  of  the  latter,  leav- 
ing three  of  their  number  dead  on  the  field. — 
Frankfort  Commonwealth, 

J^ovemher  10. —  An  expedition  consisting  of 
about  four  hundred  Union  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Foster,  this  day  left  Henderson, 
Ky.,  in  pursuit  of  several  bands  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas that  had  been  for  some  time  infesting  north- 
western Kentucky.  The  force  divided  itself  into 
four  columns,  and  was  entirely  successful,  defeat- 
ing the  rebels  wherever  they  were  come  up  with, 
taking  a  large  number  of  prisoners,  horses,  and 
arms. 

— A  PARTY  of  regular  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Ash,  of  the  Second  dragoons, 
on  a  foraging  party,  at  a  point  ten  miles  south  of 


Warrenton,  Ya.,  encountered  a  squadron  of  the 
Fifth  Virginia  rebel  cavalry,  whom  they  routed  and 
put  to  flight,  after  making  a  gallant  charge  di- 
rectly through  their  ranks. — Officers  of  all  grades 
belonging  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac  were  or- 
dered to  join  their  respective  commands  within 
twenty-four  hours. 

— Captain  G.  W.  Gilmore,  with  a  party  of 
Union  troops,  made  a  reconnoissance  into  Green- 
brier County,  Va.  Near  Williamsburgh,  he  cap- 
tured a  wagon-train  belonging  to  the  rebel  Gen- 
eral Jenkins,  about  to  be  loaded  with  grain ;  also 
a  number  of  prisoners,  horses,  mules,  eta  He 
set  fire  to  the  wagons  and  grain. — {Doc,  43.) 

— General  Burnside,  in  accordance  with  the 
orders  of  President  Lincoln,  assumed  command 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac. — The  Legislature  o^ 
Georgia  passed  a  bill  to  obstruct  the  navigable 
rivers  of  the  State,  and  appropriated  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  aid  in  the  work.  The  Governor 
was  also  authorized  to  impress  slaves  for  the  pur- 
pose.— Savannah  Republican, 

— Resistance  to  the  draft  occurred  in  Ozaukee 
County,  Wis. — An  enthusiastic  Union  meeting 
was  held  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

November  11, — Yesterday  a  skirmish  took  place 
near  Huntsville,  Tenn.,  between  a  band  of  rebel 
guerrillas  and  a  detachment  of  the  Huntsville 
Home  Guard,  under  Captain  Duncan,  resulting  in 
a  rout  of  the  rebels  with  a  loss  of  four  killed  and 
several  wounded ;  the  Home  Guard  sustaining  no 
loss  whatever.  To-day  the  rebels  crossed  the 
Cumberland  Mountains,  committing  many  depre- 
dations on  their  route,  and  made  their  way  to 
Jacksboro,  Tenn. 

— Great  excitement  existed  at  Chambersburgh, 
Pa.,  it  having  been  reported  that  the  rebels  were 
in  Mercersburgh,  and  on  their  march  for  the 
former  place. — The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth 
regiment  of  New- York  volunteers,  under  the  com. 
mand  of  Colonel  Erastus  Cooke,  left  Kingston  for 
the  seat  of  war. — Lieutenant  Johnson,  of  the 
Seventeenth  regiment  of  Kentucky,  was  dismissed 
the  service  of  the  United  States. — A  fight  took 
place  near  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  between  a  party  of 
National  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Kennett 
and  Wolford,  and  the  rebels  under  Moi^gan,  re- 
sulting in  the  defeat  of  the  latter  with  a  loss  of 
seven  killed  and  one  hundred  and  twenty-fivo 
captured. — At  Newbem,  N.  C,  the  National  pick- 
ets and  a  small  advance  force  were  driven  in  by 
a  large  body  of  rebels,  who  opened  the  attack 
with  shell  and  canister.     Every  thing  was  pre- 


KoTWBn  15.] 


DIARY  OF  EVENTS. 


15 


pored  to  meet  the  rebels,  should  they  attempt  to 
enter  the  town,  but  they  confined  themselves  to 
harassing  the  pickets,  and  withdrew  during  the 
night — ^The  Supreme  Court  of  Georgia  decided 
tiiat  the  rebel  conscript  law  was  constitutional, 
ander  the  provision  which  gives  to  Congress  the 
power  to  raise  armies,  and  also  distinguished 
from  the  power  to  call  out  the  militia.  Judge 
Jenkins  delivered  the  opinion.  —  Savannah  B0- 
publiean. 

Kwember  12.  —  Greneral  Hooker  assumed 
command  of  the  Fifth  corps  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac — ^The  British  schooner  Maria  was  cap- 
tured, while  endeavoring  to  evade  the  blockade  at 
Sabine  Pass,  Texas. 

— A  CAVALBT  engagement  took  place  near  La- 
mar, Miss.,  between  a  detachment  of  the  Second 
Dlinois  and  a  company  of  the  Seventh  Kansas 
regiments,  under  the  command  of  Major  John  J. 
V add,  and  a  force  of  rebels,  resulting  in  an  utter 
roQte  of  the  latter  with  great  loss. — Missouri 
Dtmoerat. 

Koiemher  13. — ^Earl  Russell  replied,  officially, 
to  the  circular  of  Drouyn  De  Lhuys,  proposing 
mediation  in  the  affairs  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  dissenting  from  the  French  proposition 
for  the  reasons,  that  '*  there  is  no  ground,  at  the 
present  moment,  to  hope  that  the  Federal  Gov- 
crmD^t  would  accept  the  proposal  suggested, 
ind  a  refusal  from  Washington,  at  the  present 
lime,  would  prevent  any  speedy  renewal  of  the 
offer  of  the  government" — See  Supplement, 

—The  Fifteenth  regiment  of  New-Hampshire 
volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  John 
W.  Kingman,  left  Concord,  for  the  rendezvous  of 
General  Banks^s  expedition,  on  Long  Island, 
N.  Y.— Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia^  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  General  Assembly  of  that  State,  in 
reference  to  the  raids  of  negroes  in  Camden 
Comity.— {Z>ac.  44.) 

—At  seven  o'clock  this  morning,  Colonel  Lee, 
duef  of  cavalry  on  the  staff  of  General  Hamilton, 
took  possession  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  after  a 
dight  skirmish,  in  which  four  rebels  were  killed 
and  a  number  taken  prisoners. — President  Lin- 
ooId  issued  an  order  directing  that  the  Attorney- 
Goteral  of  the  United  States  be  charged  with  the 
SQperintendence  and  direction  of  all  proceedings 
under  the  Conscription  Act^  and  authorizing  him 
to  call  upon  the  military  authorities  to  aid  him  in 
carrying  out  its  provisions. 

— LiECTESAKT-CoLONEL  Beard,  of  the  Forty- 


eighth  New- York  regiment,  in  command  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  of  the  First  South-Carolina 
(colored)  volunteers,  left  Beaufort,  S.  C,  on  an 
expedition  to  the  Doboy  River,  Ga.,  where  he 
succeeded  in  loading  the  U.  S.  steamers  Ben  De- 
ford  and  Darlington  with  about  three  thousand 
feet  of  lumber. — {Doc.  48.) 

Colonel  Shanks,  with  four  hundred  men,  at- 
tacked a  camp  of  rebel  guerrillas,  above  Calhoun, 
Ky.,  on  Green  River,  a  few  nights  ^ince.  The 
rebels  broke  and  ran  in  every  direction,  leaving 
their  horses,  arms  and  all  their  camp  equipage  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Union  forces. — Governor 
Letcher,  of  Virginia,  issued  a  proclamation  in- 
forming the  people  that  he  had  reason  to  believe 
that  the  volunteers  from  that  State,  in  the  rebel 
army,  were  not  provided  with  the  necessary  sup- 
ply of  shirts,  drawers,  shoes,  stockings,  and 
gloves,  and  appealing  to  them  to  furnish  such  of 
these  articles  as  they  might  be  able  to  spare  for 
the  use  of  the  troops. — {Doc.  53.) 

Kovember  14. — General  Bumside  issued  an 
order  reorganizing  the  army  of  the  Potomac. — At 
New-Orleans,  Brigadier-General  Shepley  issued 
a  proclamation  authorizing  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  those 
portions  of  the  State  of  Louisiana  held  by  the 
National  forces. 

Hovernber  15. — A  fight  took  place  near  Fayette- 
ville,  Va.,  between  a  detachment  of  Union  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General  Sturgis,  and  a 
large  body  of  rebels,  resulting,  after  about  an 
hour's  duration,  in  a  retreat  of  the  rebels. — {Doe. 
45.) 

— An  enthusiastic  Union  meeting  was  held  at 
New-Orleans,  La.,  at  which  J.  A.  Rozier  presided, 
and  speeches  were  made  by  Thomas  J:  Durant, 
Colonel  Doming  of  the  Seventy-Fifth  N.  Y.  S.  V., 
and  others.  After  the  meeting  dispersed  a  pro- 
cession was  formed,  and  paraded  through  the 
principal  streets  of  the  city  by  torchlight. 

— The  iron-clad  steamer  Passaic,  with  Admiral 
Gregory,  General  Superintendent  of  iron-clads ; 
Chief-Engineers  S timers,  Lawton,  and  Robie,  on 
board,  made  her  trial-trip  up  the  Hudson  River, 
as  far  as  the  Palisades,  where  she  fired  several 
shots  from  her  eleven-inch  and  fifteen-inch  guns. 
The  working  of  the  guns,  the  turrets,  and  the  sail- 
ing qualities  of  the  vessel  gave  satisfaction  to  all 
on  board. 

— ^The  Second  army  corps  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  under  the  command  of  General  Couch, 
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left  Warrenton,  in  the  advance  on  Fredericks- 
burgh,  Virginia. 

November  16.  —  The  remaining  corps  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac,  which  had  been  encamped 
around  Warrenton,  with  the  exception  of  the 
Fifth  corps,  and  the  cavalry  under  the  command 
of  General  Pleasanton,  followed  in  the  advance 
on  Fredericksburgh. — ^President  Lincoln  issued 
an  order  respecting  the  observance  of  the  Sab- 
bath-day in  the  army  and  navy. — {Doc,  32.) 

— The  advance  of  General  Sill's  brigade  had 
a  skirmish  with  a  party  of  rebel  cavalry  on  the 
Murfreesboro  road,  seven  miles  from  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  without  any  loss. 

Novemher  17.  —  Warrenton,  Va.,  was  finally 
evacuated  by  the  army  under  General  Bumside. 
—  The  Twenty-third  regiment  of  Connecticut 
volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Charles 
E.  L.  Holmes,  arrived  in  New- York,  en  route  for 
the  seat  of  war. — The  schooner  Annie  Dees  was 
captured  by  the  gunboat  Seneca,  while  attempt- 
ing to  run  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C. 

— ^At  Gloucester  Point,  Va.,  an  outpost  pick- 
et-guard, belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  regiment  of  Pennsylvania,  was  attacked 
at  about  three  o^clock  this  morning  by  a  party 
of  rebel  cavalrymen,  who  succeeded  in  escaping 
from  the  National  lines,  after  killing  one  of  the 
guard,  wounding  three,  and  capturing  two  others. 
— Philadelphia  Press. 

— The  Committee  of  the  British  and  Foreign 
Anti-Slavery  Society  in  London  issued  an  ad- 
dress, which  they  earnestly  commended  to  the 
favorable  consideration  of  their  fellow-country- 
men, and  to  the  friends  of  humanity  in  all  lands, 
with  the  object  of  evoking  such  an  expression  of 
sympathy  as  should  encourage  the  emancipation 
party  in  the  United  States,  in  their  most  difficult 
position,  to  persevere  in  their  endeavors  to  obtain 
justice  for  the  slave. 

— Jeffersok  Davis,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  issued 
the  following  order : 

Lieutenant- General  T,  Nl  Holmes^  Commanding 

Trans-Mississippi  Department : 

General  :  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  slip  from 
the  Memphis  Daily  Appeal,  of  the  third  instant, 
containing  an  account,  purporting  to  be  derived 
from  the  Palmyra  (Missouri)  Courier^  a  Federal 
journal,  of  the  murder  of  ten  confederate  citi- 
zens of  Missouri,  by  order  of  General  McNeil  of 
the  United  States  army. 

You  will  communicate  by  flag  of  truce  with 


the  Federal  officer  commanding  that  department, 
and  ascertain  if  the  facts  are  as  stated.  If  they 
be  so,  you  will  demand  the  immediate  surrender 
of  General  McNeil  to  the  confederate  authorities, 
and,  if  this  demand  is  not  complied  with,  you 
will  inform  said  commanding  officer  that  you  are 
ordered  to  execute  the  first  ten  United  States 
officers  who  may  be  captured  and  fidl  into  your 
hands. 

November  18. — ^A  skirmish  took  place  at  Rural 
Hills,  Tenn.,  between  a  force  of  Union  troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Hawkins,  and  a 
body  of  rebel  cavalry,  resulting  in  a  retreat  of 
the  latter,  leaving  sixteen  of  their  number  dead 
on  the  field.— (/)oc.  46.) 

— ^Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Mix,  with  a  force 
of  the  Third  New-York  cavalry,  and  a  part  of 
Allis*s  artillery,  went  firom  Newbem,  N.  C,  on 
a  reconnoissance  on  the  Dover  road  toward  Kin- 
ston.  At  Cove  Creek  they  encountered  the 
Tenth  regiment  of  North-Carolina  rebel  infantry, 
and  a  large  portion  of  the  Second  cavalry  belong- 
ing to  the  same  State,  who,  afi^r  a  spirited  en- 
gagement, retreated  from  the  field,  leaving  a 
number  of  arms,  blankets,  and  other  equipments. 
— i\r.  Y,  Herald, 

— Falmouth,  Va.,  was  occupied  by  the  advance 
column  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the 
command  of  General  Sumner. — {Doe,  47.) 

— The  English  schooners  Ariel  and  Ann  Ma- 
ria were  captured  off  Little  Run,  S.  C,  by  the 
United  States  gunboat  Monticello,  under  the  com  - 
mand  of  Captain  Braine, 

November  19.  —  Colonel  Dodge,  of  the  New- 
York  Mounted  Rifles,  made  a  descent  on  a  party 
of  rebels  at  Blackwater,  Va.,  and  dispersed  them, 
capturing  a  number  of  tents,  rifles,  and  other  im- 
plements of  war. — James  A.  Seddon  was  appoint- 
ed rebel  Secretary  of  War,  to  fill  the  vacancy  oc- 
casioned by  the  resignation  of  G.  W.  Randolph. 
JRiehmond  Enquirer. 

— ^A  SKIBMI8H  took  place  near  Wallen's  Creek, 
Ky.,  between  a  small  force  of  the  Harlem  County 
State  Guard  and  a  gang  of  rebel  guerrillas,  in 
which  the  latter  were  routed  with  the  loss  of  all 
their  camp  equipage,  including  horses,  guns, 
swords,  etc — ^The  first  General  Council  of  the 
Episcopal  Church  of  the  rebel  States  met  at  Au* 
gusta,  Ga. 

— ^Thb  Fiftieth  regiment  of  Massachusetts  toI- 
unteers,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Measer, 
left  Boston  for  the  seat  of  war. — The  rebel  pri- 
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nteer  Abbwiia  succeeded  in  eectpiifg  from  the 
htrbor  of  ICartimqiie. — See  Supplement 

— Geitbral  Rosbckans,  from  his  headquarters 
at  NashTflle,  Tenn.,  issued  general  orders  defin- 
ing the  relations  between  soldiers  and  citisens.-7- 
Gener^  Order  Xo.  19.  ' 

Koumber  20.  —  Colonel  Carlin^s  expedition, 
which  had  been  patrolling  the  country  between 
NashTiIle  and  ClarksTille,  Tenn.,  returned  to  the 
fonner  place  this  evening,  haying  captured  forty- 
three  rebels,  eighteen  horses,  twenty  tnules,  and 
oDe  hundred  muskets. — Louieeille  Journal. 

— JosT  before  daybreak  this  morning  a  party 
of  rebel  caralry  made  a  sudden  descent  upon  the 
Nttiooal  pickets  stationed  at  Bull  Run  bridge, 
Vi»,  and  captured  three  of  their  number. — ^Both 
Wamnton  and  Leesburgh  were  occupied  by 
rcbdcaTaliy. 

IMenher  81. — (General  Patrick,  Prorost-lfar- 
shal-General  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  this 
morning  crossed  the  Rappahannock  to  Fredericks- 
bt2r]gfa,  Ta.,  under  a  flag  of  titece,  conveying  to 
the  rebel  authorities  of  that  eiiy  a  letter  from 
Major-General  Sumner,  commanding  right  grand 
diTision  of  the  army,  demanding  its  surrender. 

—A  SHARP  skirmish  took  place  at  Bayou  Bon- 
toaca,  near  Fort  ,Pike,  La.,  between  a  small  de- 
tachment of  Union  troops  commanded  by  Cap- 
tain Dariing,  Thirty-first  Massachusetts,  and  a 
hind  of  guerrillas,  numbering  one  hundred  and 
fifty,  under  Captain  Evans.  The  fight  lasted 
about  half  an  hour,  and  resulted  in  a  rout  of  the 
T«i>els,  with  a  loss  to  them  of  four  killed  and 
•ereral  wounded.  The  Union  force  had  none 
^ed  and  but  one  wounded 

— OnABLES  A.  Davis,  a  chaplain  in  the  army 
•f  the  United  States,  was  this  day  expelled  from 
the  Methodist  Conference  of  Vii^nia,  by  that 
body  in  session  at  Petersburgh. — Salem,  Va.,  was 
occupM  by  the  rebels. 

y^ember  22. — A  party  of  National  troops, 
consisting  of  details  from  four  companies  of  the 
First  Kew-York  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Harkins,  had  a  skirmish  with  a  body  of 
^^cbels  near  Winchester,  Va.,  and  succeeded  in 
capturing  four  men  and  thirty  horses. — Balti- 
9^»fre  American. 

—MAioa-GENSBAL  SniHSR,  commanding  the 
n^  grand  division  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
<t  Fredwicksburgh,  Va.,  in  reply  to  a  communi- 
citioa  from  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  of 


that  town,  praying  that  the  town  should  not  be 
fired  upon,  informed  thdkn  that  he  was  authorised 
to  say  that  so  long  as  no  hostile  demonstration 
was  made  from  the  town  it  would  not  be  shelled. 
— (2><HJ.  64.) 

— COMMANDBB  FOXHALL  A.  pARKER,  of  the  Stcam* 

er  Mahaska,  in  conjunction  with  a  body  of  land 
forces  under  Brigadier-General  Kaglee,  made  an 
expedit;ion  into  Mathew  County,  Va.,  and  together 
destroyed  twelve  salt-works,  with  a  large  quan- 
tity of  salt,  burned  five  schooners,  two  sloops^ 
and  a  number  of  scows  and  boats,  and  captured 
a  lighter  and  twenty-four  large  canoes.  They 
also  destroyed  a  vessel  on  the  stocks. — Report 
of  Admiral  Lee. 

—  A  PAHTV  of  rebels  made  an  attack  upon 
the  National  forces  near  Halltown,  Va.,  but 
were  driven  back  by  General  Geary,  who  opened 
on  them  a  masked  battery  of  six  guns. — The 
Secretary  of  War  issued  an  order  disclmrging 
from  military  custody  all  persons  who  had  been 
arrested  for  discouraging  volunteer  enlistments, 
opposing  the  draft,  or  for  otherwise  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  rebels ;  also  discharging  all 
persons  who  had  been  arrested  in  the  rebel  States, 
and  sent  fi*om  such  States  for  disloyalty  or  hos- 
tility to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
upon  giving  their  parole  to  do  no  act  of  hostility 
against  the  Government^  nor  render  aid  to  its 
enemies. 

November  28. — Lieutenant  Gushing^  in  com- 
mand of  the  United  States  steamer  Ellis,  proceed 
ed  up  New-River,  N.  C,  on  a  reconnoitring  ez 
pedition.  At  Jacksonville,  he  captured  two 
schooners,  and  in  returning  down  the  river,  suc- 
ceeded in  running  his  own  vessel  on  a  shoal  and 
losing  her. — (Doe.  88.) 

November  24. — General  Kelley  sent  out  a  party 
of  National  scouts  firom  New-Creek,  who  succeed- 
ed in  capturing  a  rebel  eavahy  picket  of  twelve 
men,  with  horses  and  accoutrements,  within  four 
miles  of  Winchester,  Va.  The  prisoners  reported 
that  Stonewall  Jackson  had  left  that  vicinity  with 
his  command  for  Richmond,  leaving  only  a  regi- 
ment of  cavalry,  who  were  instructed  to  follow  in 
a  few  days. — ^Notice  was  given  to  women  desiring 
to  go  to  their  firiends  in  the  rebel  States,  that  their 
applications  would  have  to  be  presented  in  writ- 
ing, and  verified  by  oath,  previous  to  the  six- 
teenth day  of  December  following. — The  schooner 
Retribution  ran  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
—General  K  H.  Mihxiy,  oommaading  the  Cheat 
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Mountain  (Va.)  division  of  the  Union  army,  is- 
sued an  order  suppressing  the  circulation  of  the 
Wheeling  (Va.)  Press  within  his  lines. — Oeneral 
Orders^  No.  86. 

— ^At  noon  to-day,  seyeral  hundred  mounted 
guerrillas  attacked  a  Federal  supply  train  of  for- 
ty-seven wagons,  in  Texas  County,  Mo.,  between 
Ilartgyille  and  Houston,  about  thirty  miles  south 
of  Lebanon.  The  train  escort  consisted'  of  fifty 
men  of  the  Third  Missouri  cavalry.  They  made 
a  vigorous  resistance,  had  five  of  their  number 
killed,  and  about  a  dozen  wounded,  and  inflicted 
an  equal  if  not  greater  loss  upon  the  enemy. 
The  latter  succeeded  in  capturing  only  twenty  of 
the  wagons.  The  rest  were  brought  off  in  safety, 
with  their  contents,  by  the  escort  and  the  team- 
sters.— Missouri  Democrat. 

— ^The  schooner  Agnes,  and  sloop  Ellen,  fi*om 
Nassau,  N.  P.,  had  run  into  Indian  River,  Fla., 
and  discharged  their  cargoes,  and  when  return- 
ing in  ballast,  were  captured  by  a  boat  expedi- 
tion from  the  United  States  gunboat  Sagamore, 
some  eight  miles  down  the  river. 

Notember  26.— J.  W.  Shirk,  of  the  gunboat 
Lexington,  had  a  skirmish  with  a  body  of  rebels 
at  a  plantation  on  the  Mississippi  River,  twenty 
miles  below  Helena^  Ark.  The  gunboat  was  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  Infantry,  assisted  by  a  piece 
of  artillery,  without  damage,  however,  except  to 
the  wood-work  of  the  vessel.  Captain  Shirk 
brought  his  guns  to  bear  on  the  attacking  party, 
and  soon  compelled  them  to  retreat,  leaving  be- 
hind several  killed  and  wounded.  He  afterward 
landed  a  party  of  sailors,  who  captured  and  car- 
ried off  twenty  contrabands,  and  sixteen  bales  of 
cotton. — Official  Report, 

— Jamss  Buchanan,  in  the  National  Intelli- 
geneor  of  this  day,  closed  a  controversy  between 
Oeneral  Winfield  Soott  and  himself^  on  subjects 
growing  out  of  the  rebellion. — The  Eighth  and 
fifty-first  regimeDts  of  Massachusetts  volunteers, 
under  the  command  of  Colonels  Coffin  and 
Sprague,  embarked  from  Boston  for  Newborn, 
K.  C. 

— This  morning  at  daylight,  a  body  of  rebel 
cavalry  entered  Poolesville,  Md.,  seized  the  gov- 
ernment telegraph  operators  stationed  there,  pa- 
roled them,  and  then  permitted  them  to  telegraph 
to  the  authorities  at  Washington  an  account  of 
what  had  befallen  them. — Colonel  Dodge,  with 
two  battalions  of  mounted  rifles  and  one  how- 
itser,  had  a  spirited  but  short  engagement  with 


the  rebels'at  Zuni,  on  the  Black  water  River,  Va., 
resulting  in  the  rout  of  the  rebels,  with  thu 
wounding  of  one  private  on  the  National  side. 

— JIenderson,  Tenn.,  was  captured  by  the  rebel 
cavalry,  who  burned  the  railroad  station  at  that 
place,  and  made  prisoners  of  a  company  of  Union 
troops. — ^The  rebel  guerrilla  Burke  was  killed  at 
Shepherdstown,  Md.,  by  a  party  of  the  Second 
Massachusetts  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  CogswelL — Baltimore  American. 

— ^A  PARTY  of  rebel  guerrillas,  who  were  mak- 
ing a  raid  in  Crawford  County,  Mo.,  robbing  the 
farmers  of  their  fire-arms,  horses,  harness,  cloth- 
ing, negroes,  etc.,  were  to-day  overtaken  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Huzza  River,  Iron  County,  by  a  company 
of  volunteers,  under  the  command  of  Captain  N.  B. 
Reeves,  and  dispersed,  with  the  loss  of  all  their 
plunder,  two  of  the  party  being  killed.— (Z>oe.  59.) 

November  26. — A  fight  took  place  at  CoA  Knob 
Mountain,  Va.,  between  the  Second  Virginia  vol- 
unteer cavalry.  Colonel  J.  C.  Paxton,  and  a  force 
of  rebel  troops,  in  which  the  latter  were  routed, 
with  the  loss  of  over  one  hundred  of  their  number 
taken  prisoners,  with  their  horses,  etc— (Z>oe.  49.) 

— Between  two  and  three  o^clock  this  morning, 
a  gang  of  twenty  or  thirty  rebel  guerrillas,  led 
by  Evan  Dorsey,  crossed  into  Maryland  and  visit- 
ed the  village  of  Urbanna,  seven  miles  south-east 
of  Frederick,  on  the  road  leading  to  Washington. 
They  made  a  descent  upon  the  store  of  Thomas 
A.  Smith,  the  Postmaster  at  Urbanna,  and,  alter 
robbing  the.  store,  made  Smith  and  a  young  man 
named  Harris,  the  assistant  postmaster,  mount 
two  of  Smithes  horses,  with  the  design  of  carry- 
ing them  off  as  prisoners.  Smith,  who  was  a  re- 
solute man,  watched  his  opportunity,  and  gave 
them  the  slip  in  the  darkness  of  the  night  The 
rebels  fired  three  or  four  shots  after  him,  but 
missed  him.  Thinking  Harris  might  also  escape, 
one  of  the  gang  shot  him  through  the  body,  say- 
ing :  "  We'll  make  short  of  you,  before  you  try 
on  the  same  game."  They  then  rode  away,  leav- 
ing him  for  dead  by  the  roadside. — National  In- 
telligenccr. 

— A  SUCCESSFUL  reconnoissance  was  made  this 
morning  by  a  detachment  of  Union  troops,  under 
the  command  of  General  Geary,  firom  Harper^s 
Ferry,  along  the  Shenandoah  to  the  vicinity  of 
Berryville,  Va.  They  captured  a  number  of  pri- 
soners, destroyed  a  rebel  doth  factory,  which 
cost  over  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  ob- 
tained some  valuable  information  concerning  the 
numbers  and  position  of  the  rebel  forces. 
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—The  Serenth  Illinois  caTaliy  attacked  a  force 
of  rebel  troops  encamped  near  Summerville, 
Miss.,  and  captured  twenty-eight  of  their  num- 
ber, inchiding  a  captain  and  two  lieutenants,  with 
their  hones,  arms,  etc 

Xof ember  27. — Colonel  Kirk,  commanding  the 
Fifth  brigade  of  General  Sill's  diyision,  made  a 
reconnoissance  from  Nashville  toward  La  Vergne, 
Tenn.,  with  two  companies  of  the  Third  Indi> 
ana  cavalry,   and  that  portion  of  his  hrigade 
not  OD  picket-duty.      He  came-  upon  the  rebel 
oaiposts  of  eavahy  three  quarters  of  a  mile  be- 
•  jond  ScrougesviUe.   The  rebels  fired  a  few  rounds 
ind  fied,  until  they  fell  in  with  their  other  out- 
poets  OD  the  ri|^t  and  left  of  the  road,  wbeb  they 
made  a  stand  at  a  church  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
beyond.    Here  they  discharged  several  rounds  at 
the  Union  advance,  slightly  wounding  Lieutenant- 
C<d<mel  Hurd,  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  who  was 
bnvely  leading  his  men.     This  regiment,  under 
lead  of  Colonel  Dodge,  quickly  drove  the  guer- 
rillas from  their  position,  who  retreated  until  they 
reached  their  artillery,  which  was  planted  on  a 
bill    They  fired  a  few  rounds  and  continued  re- 
Qtatang.  The  National  troops  chased  them  some 
tiro  miles  beyond  La  Yergne,  when  the  rebels  fled 
so  fast,  that  they  soon  became  invisible.    Several 
of  the  rebels  wetre  killed  and  wounded,  a  num- 
ber of  them  being  seen  to  fiilL     They  were  ear- 
ned off  by  their  frieids.    The  Nationals  had  ten 
pmtes  wounded ;  none  killed.   A  guerrilla,  who 
was  captured,  stated  that  General  Wheeler,  who 
V18  in  command,  was  wounded.  —  Ncuihville 
Ufwn^  X<99€mber  29. 

—A  Ukios  cavalry  force,  two  thousand  five 
faondred^trong,  imder  the  command  of  Brigadier- 
Gencnl  C.  C.  Washbume,  left  Helena^  Ark.,  this 
afternoon,  on  an  expedition  into  the  State  of 
MssMrippi.— (Dm;.  61.) 

— PoLmcAi  prisoners  were  released  from  Port 
Warren,  Mass.— At  Louisville,  Ky.,  General  Boyle 
is^acd  the  following  order :  **  All  commanding 
officers  serving  in  this  district  are  ordered  not  to 
permit  any  negroes  or  slaves  to  enter  the  camps, 
and  aU  officers  and  privates  are  forbidden  to  in- 
terfere or  intermeddle  with  the  slaves  in  any 
way/*— The  schooner  Mary  £.  Mangum,  while  en- 
tering the  port  of  Roseau,  Dominica,  was  fired 
into  by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  without  dam- 
age—This morning  the  United  States  forces  con- 
^ting  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  and  part  of  the  Four- 
teenth Missouri  regiments,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Mersey,  evacuated  Riena,  Miss.,  carry- 


ing away  all  the  government  stores  and  property. 
This  movement  was  made  in  anticipation  of  an 
attack  upon  Corinth  by  the  rebels,  who  were  re- 
ported to  be  advancing  in  two  heavy  columns 
upon  that  place,  respectively  from  the  south  and 
east — Missouri  Democrat. 

lihventber  28. — The  battie  of  Cane  Hill,  Ark., 
was  fought  by  the  Union  forces  under  General 
Blunt,  and  the  rebel  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Marmaduke,  which  resulted  in  a  retreat 
of  the  latter  with  considerable  loss.— ^2>oe.  34.) 

•  — This  morning,  while  doing  picket-duty  near 
Hajrtwood  Church,  about  fifteen  miles  from  Fal- 
mouth, Va.,  the  first  and  third  squadrons  of  tibe 
Third  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  belonging  to  General 
Averiirs  brigade,  were  suddenly  attacked  by  a 
numerically  superior  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  and 
after  a  brief  resistance,  in  which  four  of  the 
Unionists  were  killed  and  nine  wounded,  were 
finally  taken  prisoners. 

— An  important  reconnoissance  was  this  day 
made  by  a  large  Union  force  under  the  command 
of  General  Stahel,  to  Upperville,  Paris,  Ashby's 
Gap,  Snickers ville,  Berry ville,  etc — (Doe,  50.) 

—An  expedition  consisting  of  five  thousand  in* 
fan  try  and  two  thousand  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  A.  P.  Hovey,  yesterday  left 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  to-day  arrived  at  Delta,  Miss., 
for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the  road  and  telegraph 
wires,  on  the  Tennessee  and  Mississippi  railroads, 
and  creating  a  panic  in  the  rebel  forces  under 
General  Price.  Bridges  on  both  roads  were  de- 
stroyed, together  with  two  locomotives  and  thirty 
or  forty  freight-cars. — The  cavalry  under  General 
Washbume  had  several  skirmishes  with  General 
Price's  rear-guard,'  the  main  body  of  whose  army 
being  in  full  retreat  to  the  Big  Black  River,  driv- 
ing them  and  capturing  about  fifty  prisoners. 
The  expedition  was  considered  to  be  very  sue- 
cessfuL — New-Albany  Ledger. 

Notember  29. — The  steamer  Star  was  captured 
and  burned  by  guerrillas  at  a  point  iabout  two 
miles  below  Plaquemine,  La.  This  morning  the 
Star  went  up  as  high  as  Plaquemine ;  she  soon 
left,  and  came  down  about  a  mile,  when  she  land- 
ed and  took  in  forty-five  hogsheads  of  sugar; 
after  which  she  crossed  over  to  the  left  bank,  at 
a  wood-pile  about  another  mile  lower'  down,  to 
take  in  wood.  She  had  not  got  more  than  a  cord 
when  she  was  surprised  by  a  gang  of  guerrillas,^ 
who  took  possession  of  her  and  moved  her  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  after  rolling  out 
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•bout  thirty  hogsheads  of  sugar,  set  her  on 
fire.  Captain  McKiege  and  the  engineer,  William 
Dewey,  were  detained  as  prisoners,  hut  the  rest 
of  the  crew  were  given  thdr  liberty.— ^«r-^ 
Imm  Delta,  December  3. 

—A  SKIRMISH  occurred  between  a  scouting-par- 
ty  from  Captain  Mear's  Maryland  Home  Guard, 
stationed  at  Berlin,  and  a  body  of  Bob  White's 
rebel  cavalry,  in  which  the  latter  were  put  to 
flight  with  a  loss  of  two  men.— General  Curtis,  at 
St  Louis,  Mo.,  reported  tothe  War  Department  at 
Washin^n,  that  a  cavaby  expedition,  under  Ma- 
jor Torry,  to  the  forks  of  the  Mingo  and  St  Fran- 
els  Rivers,  had  CM>tured  Colonel  Phelaa  and  ten 
men  of  the  rebel  army. 

—The  Savannah  Bepubliean  says  that  "  the 
people  of  Charleston,  S.  0.,  have  pulled  up  their 
le^  pipes  and  contributed  sixty  thousand  pounds 
to  the  government,  and  that  the  government  will 
issue  receipts  for  all  lead  pipes  and  other  fix- 
tures, and  binds  itself  to  replace  them  at  the  end 
of  the  war." — ^The  advance  column  of  the  Union 
»nny  under  General  Grant,  passed  through  Holly 
Springs,  Miss.,  this  morning. — {D(h>.  66.) 

Nozemler  30.— A  skirmish  took  place  near  Ab- 
beville, Miss.,  between  a  reconnoitring  force  of 
Union  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Lee, 
and  a  strong  body  of  rebels,  resulting  in  a  re- 
treat of  the  latter  to  their  fortifications  at  Abbe- 
ville, with  some  loss.  Not  a  man  of  the  Union 
party  was  injured. 

—Aw  expedition  to  YeUville,  Ark.,  by  the  First 
Iow^  Tenth  Illinois,  and  Second  Wisconsin  r^- 
ments,  under  command  of  Colonel  Dudley  Wick- 
•Tsham,  returned  to  General  Herron's  camp,  hav- 
ing been  successful  in  destroying  portions  of  the 
rebel  saltpetre-works,  arsenal,  and  store-houses, 
with  about  five  hundred  shot^ns  and  rifles.— 
^feneral  Cttrtiia  Deepatch, 

^A  BUMOR  was  prevalent  in  Washington,  that 
a  proposition  for  an  armistice  of  thirty  days  was 
made/by  the  rebel  government,  and  that  General 
Robert  E.  Lee  was  in  that  place  negotiating  the 
terms.— The  Forty-seventh  regiment  of  Massa- 
chusetts troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Marsh,  left  Boston  for  the  seat  of  war.- An  ex- 
pedition to  Hyde  County,  N.  C,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Major  Garrard  of  the  Third  New-York 
cavah7,  returned  to  Newbem,  having  thoroughly 
destroyed  all  the  bridges  in  that  vicinity,  besides 
capturing  Colonel  Carter,  of  the  Thirteenth  North- 
Carolina  volunteers,  and  a  rebel  sergeant  belong- 


ing to  the  Fourth  North-Caroliiia  confederate 
troops.— George  P.  Kane,  late  Marshal  of  Balti- 
more, Md.,  issued  an  address  to  his  fellow-citizens 
of  the  State  d  Maryland,  setting  forth  a  statement 
relative  to  his  incarceration  at  Fort  Warren,  Mass. 
—The  schooner  Levi  Rowe^  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  steamer  Mount  Yepon.— The  bark 
Parker  Cook  was  captured  and  destroyed,  in  the 
Mona  Passage,  by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama. 

Deeemher  1.— Both  Houses  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  met  at  Washington.  The 
message  of  President  Linooln  was  reoeiTed  and  • 
read.  Among  the  recommendations  offered  for 
adoption  in  the  message,  were  tiie  following  resola- 
tion  and  articles  emendatory  to  the  ConstitatioQ 
of  the  United  States: 

Besohed,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
l^entatives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  Con- 
gress assembled,  two  thirds  of  both  houses  con- 
curring, that  the  following  articles  be  proposed  to 
the  Legislatures  or  Conventions  of  the  several 
States,  as  amendmenta  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  all  or  any  of  which  articles,  when 
ratified  by  three  fourths  of  the  said  Legislatures 
or  Conventions,  to  be  valid  as  part  or  parte  oi  the 
said  Constitution,  namely : 

Article  — .  Every  State  wherein  slavery  now 
exista,  which  shall  abolish  the  same  therein  at  any 
time  or  times  before  the  fiitt  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred, 
shaU  receive  compensation  fnm  the  United  States 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  President  of  the  United  States  shall  de- 
liver to  every  such  State,  bonds  ci  the  United 
States,  bearing  interest  at  the  rate  of  «— ,  for 
each  Islave  shown  to  have  been  therein,  by  the 
eighth  census  of  the  United  States ;  said  hoods 
to  be  delivered  to  such  State  by  instalments,  or 
in  (me  parcel  at  the  completion  of  the  abolishment^ 
according  as  the  same  shall  have  been  gradual 
or  at  one  time  within  such  State ;  and  interest 
shall  begin  to  run  upon  any  such  bond  only  from 
the  proper  time  of  ite  delivery  as  aforesaid,  and 
afterwtfd.  Any  State  having  received  bonds  as 
aforesaid,  and  afterward  introducing  or  tolerating 
sUvery  therein,  shall  refund  to  the  United  States 
the  bonds  so  received,  or  the  value  thereof;  and 
all  interest  paid  thereon. 

Abticlc  — .  All  slaves  who  shall  have  enjoyed 
actual  freedom,  by  the  chances  of  the  war  at  any 
time,  before  the  end  of  the  rebellion,  shall  be  for- 
ever free ;  but  all  owners  of  such,  who  shall  not 
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haye  been  disloyal  shall  be  compensated  for  them 
at  the  same  rates  as  is  provided  for  States  adopt- 
mg  abolishment  of  skyery — bat  in  suoh  a  way 
tkit  no  slaye  shall  be  twice  aooounted  ior. 

AsncLB — .  Congress  may  appropriate  monej, 
and  otherwise  provide  for  oolonixing  free  colored 
persona  with  their  own  conseDt^  at  any  place  or 
places  without  the  United  States. 

— William  W.  Lunt,  lately  a  private  belonging 
to  the  Ninth  regiment  of  Mune  volunteers,  was 
ciBcated  at  Hilton  Head,  S,  C,  for  desertion. — 
The  National  cavalry,  belonging  to  the  army  of 
General  Grant,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Lee,  took  possession  of  the  rebel  forts  on  the  Tal- 
lahatchie River.    By  a  sudden  descent,  early  in 
the  morning,  Colonel  Lee  captured  a  battery  of 
nz  gmis,  with  the  horses  attached  thereto,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river. — A  slight  skirmish  took 
pboe  in  the  vicinity  of  Horse  Creek,  Dade  County, 
Vo.,  between  a  detachment  of  the  Fourth  Missouri 
caTahy,  under  the  command  of  Major  Kelly,  and 
a  small  band  of  guerrillas,  in  which  the  rebels 
▼ere  routed,  leaving  five  of  their  number  in  the 
liands  of  tho  Unionists. — Springfield  Miasourian. 

—A  sBTACHicsiiT  of  the  Third  Virginia  National 
caralry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  S.  B. 
Cmger,  entered  Warrenton,  Ya.,  to-day,  after 
routing  the  rebel  cavalry,  and  capturing  one  pris- 
oner, nine  horses,  and  a  wagon,  without  any  Union 
loss.— T.  R.  Cressy,  Chaplain  Minnesota  Se- 
cond regiment^  made  a  report  of  the  operations  of 
the  regiment,  from  the  first  of  August  to  this 
date.-{2)<k5.  56.) 

—The  British  schooner  Qeorge,  from  Nassau, 
N.  P.,  Itden  with  ooffee,  salt,  etc.,  was  captured  off 
Indian  Biver,  Florida,  by  the  United  SUtes  gun- 
W  Sagamoare,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Earle 
Engiiah. — Official  confirmation  of  the  hostile 
^ans  of  **  little  Crow,"  and  a  portion  of  the  north- 
ern Indiana^  was  this  dayreoeived  by  W.  P.  Dole, 
CoBmuttioner  of  Indian  Affiurs  for  the  United 
StateflL—iSl  Paul  Pteu,  Janua/ry  1,  1863. 

—A  Usum  boat  expedition,  under  the  com- 
Band  of  Acting  Master  Gordon,  proceeded  up 
Beft  River,  La,  and  captured  an  armed  rebel 
hanGh,  mounting  a  twelve-pounder  brass  how- 
itKr.—This  morning,  Gen.  Slocum,  with  a  body 
of  National  troops,  had  a  skirmish  with  the  rebel 
cavalry,  mider  White,  Henderson,  and  Baylor, 
ocar  Chariestown,  Ta.,  and  succeeded  in  routing 
them.  Tbis  evening  he  again  attacked  them  at 
Bcrryrille^  killing  &ve  and  wounding  eighteea — 
Qateral  Siocum's  Report, 


DeeemJber  2.— Abbeville,  Mis&,  was  evacuated 
by  the  rebels,  and  occupied  by  the  National  cav-- 
airy  belonging  to  the  army  of  General  Grant— A 
fight  took  place  near  Franklin,  Va.,  between  a 
force  of  Union  troops,  under  the  comi;nand  of 
Colonel  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry, 
and  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  supported  by  artil- 
lery,  resulting  in  a  complete  rout  of  the  rebels^ 
with  considerable  lo8s.--<2>p<;.  67.) 

— LiEfTTBNAivT  HomcAN  of  the  First  New-Jer- 
sey cavalry,  and  six  of  his  men,  were  surprised 
while  on  picket-duty,  at  a  point  three  miles  fix>m 
Durofiies,  Ya.     In  their  unsuccessful  resistanoOi 
private  Thomas  BuflSn  was  seriously  wounded. — 
General  Averill  sent  a  reconnoisance  from  Brooks's 
Station,  up  the  Bappahannock  Biver,  which  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  a  number  of  rebel  pickets,  and 
obtaining  valuable  information. — At  three  o'clock 
this  morning  parts  of  two  companies  of  the  Eighth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  numbering  sixty  men,  un- 
der the  command  of  Captain  Wilson,  were  attacked 
at  King  George  Court-House,  Va.,  by  a  large  body 
of  rebels,  who  succeeded  in  getting  between  their 
station  and  the  main  body  of  the  National  cav- 
alry, and  thus  compelled  them  to  retreat  with 
some  loss. — ^A  portion  of  the  expedition  under  th# 
command  of  Miyor-General  Banks,  sailed  from 
New-York. — Beverdy  Johnson,  of  Maryland,  in 
an  elaborate  letter  to  the  National  InUlligmcer^ 
refiited  the  charges,  made  by  a  New-Orleans  jour> 
nal,  reflecting  on  his  conduct  as  Commissioner  of 
the  United  States,  in  that  dty. — Major-General 
Halleck  made  a  report  of  the  operations  of  tht 
armies  of  the  Union,  from  the  twenty-third  day  of 
July,  when,  in  compliance  with  the  President's 
order,  he  assumed  command  as  General-in-Chie^ 
to  this  date.— (i?ac.  58.) 

—  Colonel  J.  M.  Glovxr,  commandant  at  Bol- 
la.  Mo.,  having  intelligence  that  several  hundred 
rebels  were  in  camp  on  Current  Biver,  at  the  head 
waters,  on  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  proceeded  with 
one  hundred  and  thirty  men  to  attack  them.  His 
force  were  parts  of  companies  A  and  B  of  the 
Third  Missouri  cavalry,  and  part  of  company  H, 
Ninth  Missouri  cavaby.  This  morning  he  found 
a  light  force  of  the  enemy  in  the  gorges  of  the 
Ozorks  and  routed  them,  killing  four,  capturing 
two,  and  taking  four  horses.  The  detachment 
marched  two  hundred  miles  in  seven  day^,  and 
not  a  man  of  it  was  harmed.  No  considerable 
body  of  the  rebels  could  be  found,  and  the  forov 
I  returned  to  Bella. — O&neral  Curty»  DetpatcK 
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'  — A  8UCCGSSF0L  feconnoissance  was  this  day 
made  firom  Bolivar  Heights,  Ta.,  by  a  force  of 
0mon  troops,  under  the  command  of  General 
€(eary,  to  Oharlest<m,  BerrTrille,  Winchester, 
etc. — {Doc,  69.) 

December  8. — Major  A.  P.  Henjry,  with  a  party 
of  National  troops,  belonging  to  the  Ninety-first 
Indiana  infantry  and  Fifteenth  Kentucky  caval- 
ry, entered  and  took  possession  of  Princeton,  Ky., 
at  eight  o^clock  this  morning,  capturing  a  num- 
l>er  of  guerrillas  and  other  persons  inimical  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States.  —  The 
schooners  Emma  Tuttle,  Brilliant,  and  J.  P.  Bo* 
ker  were  captured  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade ;  the  first  two  at  New-Inlet,  and  the 
last  at  Deep  Inlet,  N.  C. 

— A  SERIES  of  skirmishes  occurred  near  Ox- 
&>rd,  Miss.,  between  a  brigade  of  Union  troops 
l^der  the  conunand  of  Colonel  Hatch,  and  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  rebels,  resulting  in  the 
oapture  by  the  Unionists  of  ninety-two  prison- 
ers, and  the  killing  and  wounding  of  twenty  of 
their  number. — Cincinnati  Commercial. 

December  4. — ^A  sharp  fight  occurred  between 
aiz  United  States  gunboats  lying  off  Port  Royal, 
on  the  Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  and  the  rebel 
lotteries  behind  the  town.  The  firing  was  very 
vapid,  and  lasted  about  two  hours,  completely 
riddling  some  of  the  houses,  when  the  rebels 
oeased  firing,  and  the  gunboats  dropped  down  the 
river  one  and  a  half  miles.  Some  of  the  rebel 
ahot  struck  very  near  the  boats,  but  no  damage 
was  done  them. 

— ^The  North-Carolina  House  of  Commons 
unanimously  passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  ex- 
pressive of  their  confidence  in  the  patriotism  and 
uprightness  of  Jefferson  Davis,  and  his  ability 
to  sustfun  the  government  of  the  rebels;  also 
lieartily  approving  the  policy  for  the  conduct  of 
the  war  set  forth  by  Governor  Vance,  and  finally 
declaring  that  the  **  separation  was  final,  and  that 
North-Carolina  would  never  consent  to  reiinion 
at  any  time  or  upon  any  terms." — ^A  skirmish 
took  place  near  Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  in  which  the 
rebels  were  compelled  to  abandon  their  camps, 
after  losing  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  seventy 
taken  prisoners. — ^Winchester,  Va.,  surrendered 
to  a  reconnoitring  force  of  Union  troops  under 
the  command  of  General  Geary. — (Doe,  59.) 

-A  SHARP  fight  took  place  at  Watervalley, 
Miss.,  between  two  brigades  of  Union  troops, 
commanded  by  Colonels  Hatch  and  Lee,  and  a 


laige  body  of  rebels.  After  a  diarge  frcHn  the 
Union  troops,  the  robeU  were  routed,  leaving 
three  hundred  of  their  number,  and  fifty  horses 
in  the  hands  of  the  Unionists. 

— ^The  rebel  General  Hindman,  before  making 
his  attack  on  the  National  forces  in  Arkansas, 
issued  an  address  to  his  soldiers,  in  which  he 
told  them  what  to  do,  and  what  not  to  do  in  bat* 
tie.— (2><>c.  60.) 

December  6. — ^A  fight  took  place  near  Coffee- 
ville.  Miss.,  between  a  force  of  Union  cavalry, 
numbering  about  two  thousand,  under  the  com- 
mands of  Colonels  Dickey  and  Lee,  and  a  body  of 
rebel  infantry  about  five  thousand  strong,  result- 
ing, after  a  contest  of  about  two  hours*  duration, 
in  a  retreat  of  the  Unionists  with  a  loss  of  about 
one  hundred  men  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
-^{Doc,  63.) 

— To-day  the  Thirtieth  Iowa  and  Twenty-ninth 
Wisconsin  regiments  arrived  at  Helena,  Ark., 
and  after  pitching  their  tents,  were  attacked  by  a 
body  of  three  hundred  rebels,  whom  they  re- 
pulsed, killing  eight  and  capturing  thirty. — Gene- 
ral Winfield  Scott,  through  the  columns  of  the 
National  Intelligencer,  replied  to  the  letter  of 
James  Buchanan. 

December  6. — General  A.  P.  Hovey,  firom  th^ 
headquarters  of  his  expedition,  issued  an  order  to 
the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command,  thank- 
ing them  for  their  cheerfulness  and  bravery  dur- 
ing the  expedition  to  Mississippi.  In  concluding, 
he  said :  "  Brigadier-General  Washbume's  energy 
and  skill  deserve  particular  mention." 

— The  rebel  schooners  Southern  Merchant  and 
Naniope,  laden  with  sugar  and  molasses,  wer« 
this  day  captured  in  Chicot  Pass,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, by  United  States  gunboat  Diana,  under  the 
command  of  Acting  Master  Goodwin. — General 
Viele,  Military  Governor  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  issued 
a  proclamation  and  a  writ  of  election  for  a  mem- 
ber of  Congress  for  the  Norfolk  district  of  Vir- 
ginia.— Major-General  Dix,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia^  issued  an  address  fix>m  his  head- 
quarters at  Fortress  Monroe  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Norfolk,  Princess  Anne,  Nansemond,  and  Isle 
of  Wight  Counties,  informing  them  that  smu^ 
gling  goods  across  the  line  to  the  rebels  was  pro- 
hibited;  that  every  person  detected  in  the  at- 
tempt would  be  put  at  hard  labor  in  Fort  Norfolk, 
and  the  property  seized  and  sold  for  the  benefit 
of  the  poor.  Also,  that  in  order  they  should  re- 
sume their  place  in  the  Unioo«  with  the  full  ea- 


10.] 


DIARY  OF  JfVJfiNTS. 


29 


jorment  of  all  tifetr  rights  as  citiasens  of  the  United 
States,  an  election  would  be  immediately  ordered, 
enabling  them  to  return  a  member  to  represent 
them  in  the  next  House  of  Representatives. 

—The  schooner  Medora,  of  Baltimore,  Md., 
^aden  with  borax,  medical  stores,  military  uni- 
fonns,  shoes,  blankets,  ammunition,  etc,  suppos- 
ed to  be  intended  for  the  rebel  army,  was  cap* 
tured  by  a  company  of  Union*  troops  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Kearney,  while  lying  at 
anchor  near  Hackett's  Point,  Md. 

— ^A  rjGHT  took  place  near  Lebanon,  Tenn., 
between  the  Ninety-third  Ohio  infantry,  Colonel 
Charles  Anderson,  actinias  the  guard  of  a  forage 
tiain,  and  a  force  of  rebels,  resulting  in  the  re- 
treat  of  the  latter.-^i>ac.  64.) 

December  7. — ^The  United  States  mail  steamer 
Ariel  was  captured  off  the  eastern  shore  of  Cuba 
by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama,  but  was  released 
after  some  detention,  on  giving  a  bond  for  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-eight  thousand  dollars,  payable 
in  thirty  days  after  the  acknowledgment  of  the 
rebel  gOTernraent — General  A.  P.  Hovey,  return- 
ed to  Friar's  Point  on  the  Mississippi,  this  morn- 
ing. 

—The  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  or  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas,  was  this  day  fought  between  the  Na- 
tional forces  under  the  command  of  Generals 
Blunt  and  Herron,  and  the  rebels  under  Generals 
Hindman,  Marmaduke,  Parsons,  and  Frost,  result- 
n^  in  the  defeat  of  the  latter  with  heavy  loss. — 
{DocU.) 

—A  ncHT  took  place  at  Harts ville,  Tenn.,  be- 
tween a  body  of  Union  troops  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  A.  B.  Moore,  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Illinois,  and  a  numerically  much  superior 
force  of  rebels  under  General  John  H.  Morgan, 
resulting  in  the  surrender  of  the  whole  Union 
force.— (2)ac.  65.) 

December  8. — Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  issued  a  proclamation  ap- 
pointing and  ordering  elections  to  bo  held  on  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  1862,  to  fill  the 
vacancies  in  the  Thirty-seventh  Congress. — Ru- 
mors of  an  invasion  of  New-Mexico,  by  outlaws 
from  Texas,  were  received  at  Barclay's  Fort, 
N.  11,  and  preparations  were  made  to  repel  it — 
The  iron-clad  steamer  Shenandoah  was  launched 
»t  Philadelphia,  Pa. — At  New-Orleans,  La.,  no- 
tice was  given,  by  direction  of  the  Commanding 
General,  that  all  persons  arriving  at  that  place 
would  be  required  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States. 


*  Deeemher  9.— A  fight  took  place  near  La  Vergne, 
Tenn.,  between  a  detachment  of  Union  troops, 
acting  as  a  guard  and  escort  to  a  forage*train 
of  fifty  wagons,  and  a  large  force  of  rebels,  rs- 
sulting  in  a  retreat  of  the  latter  with  connder»> 
ble  loss. — {Doe.  66.) 

— Yesterday  the  steamer  Lake  City  was  set 
on  fire  and  destroyed  by  a  band  of  guerrillas  at 
Concordia,  Ark.,  and  to-day  the  United  States 
naval  despatch-boat  De  Soto  went  to  Concordia^ 
and  burned  forty -two  houses. 

—  Thsodorus  Bailey,  Acting  Rear-Admiral  of 
the  United  States  Navy,  assumed  command  of 
the  Eastern  Gulf  Blockading  squadron,  and  is- 
sued general  orders  to  that  efifect — At  New-Or- 
leans, La.,  General  Butler  issued  a  repetition  of 
General  Order  No.  65,  by  which  certain  cottonr 
brokers,  who  had  subscribed  to  aid  the  rebellion, 
were  assessed  at  the  rate  of  twenty-five  per  cent 
on  the  amount  of  their  subscription,  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor  of  the  city. — Butler's  General  Or 
ders,  Ifo,  105. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  near  Brentville,  Tenn.« 
between  a  reconnoitring  party  of  Union  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Colonol  John  A.  Martin, 
and  a  body  of  rebels,  resulting  in  a  precipitate  re- 
treat of  the  latter,  leaving  their  guns  on  the  field 
in  Qieir  flight— (i>oc.  67.) 

December  10. — A  fight  took  place  between 
seven  or  eight  United  States  gunboats  on  the  Rap- 
pahannock River,  above  Port  Royal,  Va.,  and  the 
rebel  shore  batteries.  At  the  commencement  of 
the  fight^  the  gunboat  Teazer  succeeded  in  brings 
ing  out  two  schooners  which  were  within  range 
of  the  rebel  guns.  The  firing  lasted  for  neariy 
three  hours,  when  the  rebels'  guns  were  silenced. 
The  fleet  lay  off  all  night  and  reopened  in  the 
morning,  but  no  reply  was  made.  Two  of  the 
gunboats  were  struck  several  times,  killing  one 
man  and  wounding  three. 

— ^The  town  of  Plymouth,  N.  C,  garrisoned  by 
a  small  force  of  Union  troops,  was  this  day  cap- 
tured by  a  body  of  rebels,  and  partially  burned. 
The  U.  S.  gunboat  Southfield,  Captain  C.  W.  F. 
Behm,  lying  in  the  stream  opposite  the  town,  was 
also  attacked ;  but,  after  being  considerably  dam- 
aged she  escaped. 

— ^Thb  schooner  Alitia,  with  thirteen  bales  of 
cotton  on  board,  was  this  da^^  captured  by  the 
United  States  gunboat  Sagamore,  while  attempting 
to  escape  from  Indian  River,  Florida. — The  bill 
creating  the  State  of  Western  Viii^a,  was  passed 
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by  the  United  States  House  of  RepresentatiTes  by 
a  vote  of  ninety  •six  to  fifty-five^  having  been  pre- 
viously adopted  by  the  Senate. — J.  Wesley  Qreen 
published  an  extended  statement,  that  he  brought 
certain  peace  propositions  from  Jefferson  Davis 
to  President  Lincoln,  and  that  he  had  several  in- 
terviews with  the  President,  and  two  with  the 
Cabinet — I^ew-  York  Boening  Past, 

December  11. — The  United  States  gunboat 
Cairo  was  sunk  in  the  Yazoo  River,  by  a  torpedo. 
The  vessel  sank  in  seven  minutes  after  berog 
struck.  The  crew  were  saved,  but  evexy  thing 
else  on  board  was  lost — {Doe.  72.) 

— Colonel  Jones,  of  the  rebel  army,  surren- 
dered himself  to  a  scouting-party  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cather- 
wood,  near  Warrensburgh,  Mo. — President  Lin- 
coln, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  sent  a  message  to  that  body, 
accompanying  all  the  information  in  his  posses- 
sion, touching  the  Indian  barbarities  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota. — An  expedition,  consisting  of  a 
strong  Union  force  of  all  arms,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  Foster,  left  Newbem,  N.  C,  this 
morning,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  railway 
and  other  bridges  in  the  interior  of  that  State. — 
{Doe.  Y8.) 

— ^Gen.  Bragg,  commanding  the  rebel  troops  at 
Murfireesboro,  Tenn.,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen. 
Hosecrans,  commanding  the  Union  forces  at  Nash- 
ville, informing  him  that  as  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  charged  only  with  political  offences 
or  proclivities,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  in 
the  penitentiary  at  Nashville,  he  should  enforce 
rigid  and  unyielding  retaliation  against  the  com- 
missioned officers,  who  should  fall  into  his  hands, 
until  this  violation  of  good  faith  should  be  cor- 
rected. 

— Governor  Vance,  of  North-Carolina,  issued 
a  proclamation  prohibiting,  for  the  space  of  thirty 
dayS)  the  transportation  from  the  State  of  articles 
of  food  and  apparel. — ^Fredericksburgh,  Va.,  was 
bombarded  by  the  National  forces  under  General 
Bumsidft— (i^.  68.) 

December  12. — A  skirmish  took  place  near  Cor- 
inth, Miss.,  between  a  body  of  Union  troops,  un- 
der Colonel  Sweeney,  Fifty-second  Illinois,  and  a 
rebel  force,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roddy,  result- 
ing in  a  rebd  loss  of  eleven  killed,  thirty  wouaded, 
and  forty  prisoners.  The  Union  party  lost  one 
killed  and  two  prisoners. — One  thousand  seven 
koadred  and  fifty  paroled  Union  prisoners,  cap- 


tured by  the  rebel  guerrilla  chief;  John  H.  Morgan, 
arrived  at  NashvUle,  Tenn.,  this  day. 

— ^A  REGONNorasANCE  was  this  day  made  by  a 
strong  force  of  Union  troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  Ferry,  to  the  Blackwater  River,  Va. 
The  rebels  were  discovered,  in  great  strength,  all 
along  the  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Zuni.  ARar  an 
artillery  fight  of  three  or  four  hours,  in  which  the 
rebels  were  driven  back,  the  National  force  re- 
turned to  their  camp  at  Suffolk. — {Doe.  71.) 

— This  afternoon  the  gunboat  Essex,  accom- 
panied by  the  transport  Winona,  while  making  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  fortifications  at  Port  Hud- 
son, was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  rebel  artillerists, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Boone,  and  com- 
pelled to  retire. — ^About  day-break  this  morn- 
ing, a  large  body  of  General  Stuart's  rebel  cavalry 
entered  Dumfries,  Va.,  and  captured  thirty-five 
National  pickets  and  sutlers.  After  destroying 
the. telegraph  and  several  Government  wagons, 
they  retreated,  and  the  town  was  soon  after  occu- 
pied by  the  Union  troops,  under  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Steinwehr.-^A  skirmish  took  place  on  the 
Rinston  road,  about  fourteen  miles  from  New- 
bern,  N.  C,  between  the  advance  column  of  the 
expeditionary  forces,  under  General  Foster,  and 
a  small  body  of  rebels,  resulting  in  a  rout  of  the 
latter  with  some  loss. — (Doe.  78.) 

— The  rebel  salt-works,  at  Yellville,  Ark., 
were  completely  destroyed  by  a  body  of  Union 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Milton 
Birch.  Six  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  saltpetre 
was  destroyed.  The  works  cost  the  rebels  thirty  ^ 
thousand  dollars. — {Doe.  70.) 

— Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  a 
strong  force  of  National  cavalry,  made  a  descent 
from  Nashville,  this  morning,  upon  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  and  after  routing  the  rebels  from  the  town, 
destroying  mills  and  other  property  useful  to 
them,  returned  to  his  camp,  having  lost  but  one 
man.  Five  rebels,  including  one  lieutenant,  were 
killed,  ten  wounded,  twelve  taken  prisoners,  and 
a  large  number  of  horses  were  captured. — Fred- 
ericksburgh,  Va,  was  occupied  by  the  National 
troops,  under  General  Bumside. 

December  13. — To-day  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burgh,  Va,  was  fought,  between  the  Union  army 
of  the  Potomac,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Bumside,  and  the  rebel  forces,  under 
General  Lee.  The  battle  was  fiercely  and  stub- 
bornly contested  on  both  sideSy  and  resulted  la 
the  repulse  of  the  Unionists.— (i>oe8L  26,  68.) 
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by  the  United  States  House  of  Representatives  bj 
a  vote  of  ninety-six  to  fifty-five^  having  been  pre- 
viously adopted  by  the  Senate. — J.  Wedey  Green 
published  an  extended  statement,  that  he  brought 
certain  peace  propositions  from  Jefferson  Davis 
to  President  Lincoln,  and  that  ho  had  several  in- 
terviews with  the  President,  and  two  with  the 
Cabinet — New-  York  Evening  Past, 

December  11. — The  United  States  gunboat 
Cahro  was  sunk  in  the  Yazoo  River,  by  a  torpedo. 
The  vessel  sank  in  seven  minutes  alter  being 
struck.  The  crew  were  saved,  but  every  thing 
else  on  board  was  lost — (Doe.  72.) 

— Colonel  Jones,  of  the  rebel  army,  surren- 
dered himself  to  a  scouting-party  of  the  Sixth 
Missouri  cavalry,  commanded  by  Colonel  Cather- 
wood,  near  Warrensburgh,  Mo. — President  Lin- 
coln, in  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  sent  a  message  to  that  body, 
accompanying  all  the  information  in  his  posses- 
sion, touching  the  Indian  barbarities  in  the  State 
of  Minnesota. — An  expedition,  consisting  of  a 
strong  Union  force  of  all  arms,  under  the  command 
of  Major-General  Foster,  left  Newbem,  N.  C,  this 
morning,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  railway 
and  other  bridges  in  the  interior  of  that  State. — 
(JDoe,  78.) 

— Gen.  Bragg,  commanding  the  rebel  troops  at 
MuHreesboro,  Tenn.,  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen. 
iiosecrans,  commanding  the  Union  forces  at  Nash- 
ville, informing  him  that  as  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Tennessee,  charged  only  with  political  offences 
or  proclivities,  were  arrested  and  imprisoned  in 
the  penitentiary  at  Nashville,  he  should  enforce 
rigid  and  unyielding  retaliation  against  the  com- 
missioned officers,  who  should  fall  into  his  hands, 
until  this  violation  of  good  faith  should  be  cor- 
rected. 

— Governor  Vance,  of  North-Carolina,  issued 
a  proclamation  prohibiting,  for  the  space  of  thirty 
dayS)  the  transportation  from  the  State  of  articles 
of  food  and  apparel — Fredericksburgh,  Va.,  was 
bombarded  by  the  National  forces  under  General 
Bumsidft — (Doe,  68.) 

December  12. — A  skirmish  took  place  near  Cor- 
inth, Miss.,  between  a  body  of  Union  troops,  un- 
der Colonel  Sweeney,  Fifty-second  Illinois,  and  a 
rri>el  force,  commanded  by  Colonel  Roddy,  result- 
in|;  in  a  rebel  loss  of  eleven  killed,  thirty  woupded, 
and  forty,  prisoners.  The  Union  party  lost  one 
killed  and  two  prisoners. — ^One  thousand  seven 
huadred  and  fifty  paroled  Union  prisoners,  cap- 


tured by  the  rebel  guerrilla  chie(  John  H.  Morgan, 
arrived  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  this  day. 

— A  reconnotssancb  was  this  day  made  by  a 
strong  force  of  Union  troopR,  under  the  command 
of  General  Ferry,  to  the  Blackwater  River,  Va. 
The  rebels  were  discovered,  in  great  strength,  all 
along  the  riv^  in  the  vicinity  of  ZunL  After  an 
artillery  fight  of  three  or  four  hours,  in  which  the 
rebels  were  driven  back,  the  National  force  re- 
turned to  their  camp  at  Suffolk.^2>0<;.  71.) 

— This  afternoon  the  gunboat  Essex,  accom- 
panied by  the  transport  Winona,  while  making  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  fortifications  at  Port  Hud- 
son, was  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  rebel  artillerists, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Boone,  and  com- 
pelled to  retire. — About  day-break  this  morn- 
ing, a  large  body  of  General  Stuart^s  rebel  cavalry 
entered  Dumfries,  Va.,  and  captured  thirty-five 
National  piekets  and  sutlers.  After  destroying 
the. telegraph  and  several  Government  wagons, 
they  retreated,  and  the  town  was  soon  after  occu- 
pied by  the  Union  troops,  under  Brigadier-Gene- 
ral  Steinwehr.-^A  skirmish  took  place  on  the 
Rinston  road,  about  fourteen  miles  from  New- 
bem, N.  C,  between  the  advance  column  of  the 
expeditionary  forces,  under  General  Foster,  and 
a  small  body  of  rebels,  resulting  in  a  rout  of  the 
latter  with  some  loss. — (Doe,  78.) 

— The  rebel  salt-works,  at  Yellville,  Ark., 
were  completely  destroyed  by  a  body  of  Union 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Milton 
Birch.  Six  thousand  dollars*  worth  of  saltpetre 
was  destroyed.  The  works  cost  the  rebels  thirty  ^ 
thousand  dollars. — (Doe,  70.) 

— Brigadier-General  D.  S.  Stanley,  with  a 
strong  force  of  National  cavalry,  made  a  descent 
from  Nashville,  this  morning,  upon  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  and  after  routing  the  rebels  from  the  town, 
destroying  mills  and  other  property  useful  to 
them,  returned  to  his  camp,  having  lost  but  one 
man.  Five  rebels,  including  one  lieutenant,  were 
killed,  ten  wounded,  twelve  taken  prisoners,  and 
a  laige  number  of  horses  were  captured. — Fred- 
ericksburgh,  Va.,  was  occupied  by  the  National 
troops,  under  General  Bumside. 

December  IS.— To-day  the  battle  of  Fredericks* 
burgh,  Va.,  was  fought,  between  the  Union  army 
of  the  Potomac,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Bumside,  and  the  rebel  forces,  under 
General  Lee.  The  battle  was  fiercely  and  stub- 
bornly contested  on  both  sides,  and  resulted  m 
the  repulse  of  the  Unionists. — (Doee,  25,  68.) 
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— JsmBSOdT  Davis  reriewcd  the  rebel  foroes, 
under  General  Bragg,  at  Murfreesbero,  Tenn. — 
John  N.  Coeke  and  company,  of  Portsmouth,  Ya., 
harfng  refused  to  pay  their  debts  to  Northern 
dtiiens^  on  the  ground  that  a  law  of  the  rebel 
Congress  had  rdeased  them  from  all  obligations 
to  Northern  creditors,  Gaieral  Viele  issued  a  pro- 
clamation inlbrmii^  them  that  their  excuse  was 
not  ralid,  and  that  they  must  pay  or  a  sufBdent 
amount  of  their  property  would  be  seised  and 
•old. — Two  regiments  of  Union  in&ntry,  and  one 
company  oi  cavalry,  surprised  a  band  of  rebels, 
at  Tascumbia,  Ala.,  completely  routing  them, 
and  capturing  seventy  prisoners,  their  horses  and 
baggag«L  The  National  loss  was  four  killed  and 
fourteen  wounded. 

—OovEBKOB  Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  this  day 
iesoed  an  order  assessing  certain  individuals  in 
the  dty  of  Nashville,  in  various  amounts,  to  be 
paid  in  five  monthly  instalments,  **in  behalf  of 
the  many  helpless  widows,  wives,  and  children 
in  the  dty  of  Nashville,  who  have  been  reduced 
to  poverty  and  wretchedness  in  consequence  of 
Ifafiir  husbands,  sons,  and  fathers  having  been 
forced  into  the  armies  of  this  unholy  and  nefiu-i- 
OQS  rebellion.*' 

— The  Michigan  Twenty^sizth  infantry,  Colo- 
nel J.  S.  Farrar,  numbering  nine  hundred  and 
three  men,  this  day  left  Jackson,  Mich.,  for  the 
Kat  of  war  in  Virginia — A  fight  took  place  at 
South- West  Creek,  N.  C,  between  a  detachment 
of  the  expe^tionary  forces,  under  General  Foster, 
•ad  a  body  of  rebel  troops,  in  which  the  latter 
were  routed  with  the  loss  of  a  number  of  prison- 
era,  a  dz-poander  gun,  caisson,  etc. — (Doc.  73.) 

—A  FLEET  of  small  boats,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Murray,  left  Newbem,  N.  C,  to  attack 
the  rebel  works  on  the  river  at  Kinston;  but 
owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water,  only  one  boat — 
under  Colonel  Manchester,  marine  artillery — was 
brought  into  action,  and  the  works  being  found 
too  strong,  she  was  obliged  to  retire. — (i?(?c.*  73.) 

December  14. — A  skirmish  occurred  at  Wfare- 
Baa^B  Shoals,  about  fi^e  miles  below  I^restons- 
btirgh,  Ky.,  between  a  body  of  Union  troops, 
nombcrtog  two  hundred  men,  under  Captain 
Thombeery,  who  was  sent  by  Colonel  Dills,  of 
the  Thirty-ninth  Kentucky,  to  guard  some  arms, 
oniiiitiona,  eta,  intended  fcHr  his  regiment,  and  a 
force  of  reMs,  estimated  at  dght  hundred  men, 
whidi  resoltad  in  the  defeat  of  the  Unionists, 
iad  the  capture  by  th«  rebels  of  seven  hundred 
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muskets,  fbrty  thousand  rounds  of  cartridges, 
several  hundred  uniforms,  and  a  large  supply  of 
provisions. 

— The  IVtte  Presbyterian  and  the  Baptist  Be- 
corder^  published  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  were  sup- 
pressed, and  the  editor  of  the  Recorder  sent  to 
the  military  prison. — CofRseville,  Miss.,  was  this 
day  occupied  by  the  Union  forces  under  Col- 
onel Mizner  and  Colonel  Lee. 

— A  BATTLE  was  fought  near  Kinston,  N.  C, 
by  the  expeditionary  forces  under  General  Fos- 
ter, and  a  strong  body  of  rebdi  troops  under  the 
command  of  General  Evans,  resulting  in  a  retreat 
of  the  rebels,  and  the  capture  and  occupation  of 
the  town  by  the  Unionists.  In  this  a&ir  a  rebel 
battery  of  field-pieces  and  four  hundred  prison- 
ers were  iaken.^(Doe,  73.) 

— At  Helena,  Ark.,  a  picket-guard,  consisting 
of  a  Lieutenant  and  twenty-three  men  of  the 
Sixth  Missouri,  were  siurounded  and  made  pris- 
oners by  a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas.  -*-  A  skir- 
mish took  place  at  Woodsonville,  Tenn.,  without 
any  result — This  evening  about  eight  o^clock, 
a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  under  Major  White,  made 
a  raid  into  Poolesville,  Md.,  and  captured  a  party 
of  the  Scott  Nine  Hundred  cavalry. — A  wagon- 
train,  laden  with  provisions  and  clothing  for  the 
troops  at  Ringgold  Barracks,  Texas,  escorted  by 
a  small  party  of  soldiers  on  the  way  from  Fort 
Brown  to  the  Barracks,  was  this  day  attacked  by 
a  party  of  Mexicans  and  captured.  All  the 
soldiers  and  teamsters,  except  one  man  who  es- 
caped, were  killed. — Broiensville  Flag, 

December  15. — ^The  National  War  Committee 
of  the  citizens  of  New-York  addressed  an  urgent 
memorial  to  Congress,  asking  for  the  passage  of 
a  law  authorizing  the  granting  of  commissions  to 
private  armed  vessels  for  the  capture  of  the  Ala- 
bama, and  other  cruisers,  and  the  offer  of  a  suit- 
able reward  for  the  capture; 

— ^Tbe  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Louisi- 
ana, in  accordance  with  a  proclamation  of  the 
rebel  Governor;  Thomas  0.  Moore,  met  at  Ope- 
lousas,  "  to  consider  and  provide  for  the  exigen- 
ces of  public  defence.^' — The  advance  of  General 
Banks's  expedition  arrived  at  New-Orleans. — 
General  Hovey's  expedition  returned  to  Helena, 
Ark. 

— General  Butler  having  been  superseded  by 
General  Banks,  as  commander  of  the  Department 
of  the  Gul^  issued  his  farewell  address  to  the 
"  Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  the  Gulf;**  and  another 
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"To  the  People  of  New-Orleans,"  in  which  he  re- 
Tiewed  his  govemment  since  he  had  been  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  of  the  department — 
{Doc.  74.) 

Decetnber  16. — A  detachment  of  Union  troops, 
un^er  command  of  Major  Withers,  Tenth  Vir- 
ginia infantry,  while  on  a  reconnoitring  expedi- 
tion, entered  the  village  of  Wardensville,  Va.,  and 
captured  the  whole  rebel  mail,  consisting  of  sev- 
eral hundred  letters  and  a  large 'quantity  of 
newspapers: —  Wheeling  Intelligencer. 

— In  obedience  to  orders  from  President  Lin- 
coln, Major-General  Banks  issued  a  proclamation 
assuming  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf.— (2>oc.  75.) 

— ^A  BODY  of  rebel  troops,  numbering  about  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  encampeci  in  the 
vicinity  of  New-Haven,  Ky.,  was  surprised  and 
captured  by  a  detachment  of  Wolford's  cavalry, 
under  command  of  Captain  Adams,  First  Ken- 
tucky, without  firing  a  shot — (J)oc.  76.) 

— ^The  army  of  the  Potomac  was  withdrawn 
from  Predericksburgh,  Va.,  to  the  north  side  of 
the  Rappahannock,  because  General  Bumside  felt 
fully  convinced  that  the  rebel  position  in  front 
could  not  be  carried,  and  it  was  a  military  neces- 
sity either  to  attack  the  enemy  or  retire.  A  repulse 
would  have  been  disastrous  to  the  National  arms, 
under  the  then  existing  circumstances.  The  army 
was  withdrawn  at  night  vrithout  the  knowledge 
of  the  rebels,  and  without  loss  either  of  property 
or  men. — General  Bum»ide*8  Despatch. 

— An  artillery  fight  took  place  along  both  banks 
of  the  river  Neuse,  near  Whitehall,  N.  C,  be- 
tween the  forces  under  General  Foster  and  the 
rebel  forces  under  General  Evans,  resulting,  after 
an  hour's  firing,  in  the  withdrawal  and  silence  of 
the  rebel  guns. — {Doc.  78.) 

December  17. — Four  hundred  and  sixty  Union 
soldiers,  including  eleven  commissioned  officers, 
taken  prisoners  before  Predericksburgh,  arrived  at 
Richmond,  Va. — The  one  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
third  regiment  of  New-York  volunteers  left  New- 
York  for  the  seat  of  war.— Baton  Rouge,  La., 
was  occupied  by  a  portion  of  the  command  of 
General  Banks. 

— Major-General  Grant,  commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Tennessee,  issued  an  order  from 
his  headquarters  at  Oxford,  Miss.,  expelling  every 
Jew  within  his  department,  within  twenty-four 
hours  after  the  publication  of  the  order. 

— ^A  fight  took  place  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  be- 


tween the  expeditionary  force  of  Union  troops, 
under  the  command  of  General  Foster,  and  a  body 
of  rebels,  under  General  Evans.  The  object  of 
the  Union  General  Was  to  destroy  the  Croldsborc 
railroad  bridge,  which  being  accomplished,  after 
nearly  two  hours'  fighting,  he  retired,  unmolested 
by  the  rebels.— (Doc.  73.) 

December  18. — ^Lexington,  Ky.,  was  this  day 
entered  and  occupied  by  a  large  force  of  rebel 
troops  under  General  Forrest  Before  capturing 
the  town  the  rebels  encountered  a  body  of  Union 
troops  under  the  command  of  Golond  R  G.  In- 
gersoll.  Eleventh  Illinois  cavalry,  but  after  a  fight 
of  three  hours*  duration,  in  which  the  rebels  lost 
forty  of  their  number  killed  and  wounded,  the 
Unionists  were  forced  to  yield,  leaving  two  pieces 
of  artillery  in  the  hands  of  the  rebels. 

— ^Yesterday  the  steamer  Mill  Boy,  while  ly- 
ing at  Commerce,  Miss.,  was  fired  into  by  a  body 
of  rebel  cavalry,  killing  three  persons.  On  arriv 
ing  at  Helena,  Ark.,  the  Mill  Boy  reported  the  fact, 
when  the  gunboat  Juliet,  and  transport  City  Belle, 
with  detachments  of  the  Eleventh  and  Forty- 
seventh  Indiana,  were  despatched  to  Commerce, 
where  they  arrived  to-day,  and  burnt  the  town 
and  plantations  for  five  miles  around. 

December  19. — ^To-day  Colonel  Dickey,  in  com- 
mand of  a  detachment  of  Union  cavalry,  return- 
ed with  his  command  to  camp  near  Oxford,  Miss., 
after  an  absence  of  six  days  on  a  scouting  expe- 
dition, during  which  time  be  and  his  party  marched 
about  two  hundred  miles,  worked  two  days  at  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  of  which  they  destroy- 
ed thirty-four  miles,  captured  one  hundred  and 
fifty  prisoners,  and  a  large  amount  of  rebel  stores, 
and  returned,  passing  around  a  body  of  rebels 
numbering  nine  to  one,  and  reached  camp  with- 
out having  a  man  killed,  wounded,  or  captured. — 
{Doc.  77.) 

— ^Yesterdat  a  party  of  General  Stuart's  rebel 
cavalry  captured  a  train  of  twenty-six  wagons 
laden  with  army  supplies,  at  Occoquan,  Va.,  and 
to-day  twelve  of  them  were  recaptured  by  a  squad- 
ron of  Union  cavalry  under  Colonel  Rush,  after  a 
sharp  fight,  in  which  the  rebels  were  defeated, 
they  having  to  destroy  the  remainder  of  the 
wagons  in  their  flight — The  funeral  obsequies  of 
the  late  Brigadier- General  George  Dashiel  Bay- 
ard, took  place  this  day  at  Princeton,  N.  J. — 
Rev.  Dr.  McPheters,  of  Saint  Louis,  Ma,  was  or- 
dered by  the  Provost-Marshal  General  to  leave 
the  State  within  ten  days  for  encouraging  tho 
rebellion,  and  sustaining  disloyalty  in  his  church. 
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—A  gencnl  dissolution  of  President  Lincoln's 
GftbiDet  wms  announced. — ^The  Legislature  of  Con- 
necticut adopted  »  resolution  declaring  its  confi- 
dence in  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
pledging  itsdf  to  support  and  sustain  him  in  the 
prosedlition  of  all  measures  which  might  be  found 
necessary  to  suppress  the  rebellion. 

Deeimber%0, — ^Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  was  this 
dsy  Altered  and  sacked  by  the  rebel  army  under 
General  Van  Dom.  An  immense  amount  of  public 
ind  private  property  was  carried  off  or  destroy- 
ed. The  garrison  surrendered  after  a  very  short 
resistuca — (J)oc  79.) 

— ^A  SKiKMiSH  occurred  near  Halltown,  Ya.,  be- 
tween a  detachment  of  Union  cavalry,  under  the 
oonmiand  of  Captain  Vernon,  and  a  body  of  rebel 
gaerrillas.  After  a  short  fight  the  rebels  were 
routed,  leaving  three  of  their  number  in  the  hands 
of  the  Unionists. — Frederick  (Md.)  Examiner, 

—TmKjrros  and  Humboldt,  Tenn.,  were  this 
dfty  entered  and  captured  by  the  rebel  forces 
under  Creneral  Forrest  They  burned  the  d^p6ts, 
and  all  the  Government  stores  they  could  not 
cnry  off — (Doe,  80.) 

—A  TRAni  of  wagons,  twenty-seven  in  number, 
laden  with  provisions  for  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, and  a  guard  of  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men,  were  captured  near  Occoquan,  Va.,  by  a  de- 
tachment of  rebel  cavalry  under  the  oonmiand  of 
Genera]  Wade  Hampton. — Richmond  Dispatch^ 
December  24. 

— Tbe  expeditionary  army  under  command  of 
Major-Qeneral    W.   T.   Sherman,   embarked    at 
Vemphis,  Tenn.,  in  over  one  himdred  transports, 
for  Vicksburgh. — {Doc.  91.) 

December  21. — ^A  skirmish  occurred  near  Nash- 
TiQe,  Tenn.,  between  a  party  of  National  troops 
belonging  to  General  Van  Gleve^s  division  of  the 
annj  of  Tennessee,  and  a  reconnoitring  party  of 
Ttbds,  supported  by  four  pieces  of  artillery,  who 
were  driven  ofl^  after  exchanging  a  few  shots. — 
Secretaries  Seward  and  Chase  having  sent  in 
tbeir  resignations,  President   Lincoln  acknow- 
ledged thdr  reception,  and  informed  the  Secre- 
taries  that  the  acceptance  of  them  would  be 
*^  incompatible  with  the  public  welfare.'*    They 
accordingly  resumed  their  respective  portfolios. 
—The  expeditionary  forces  under  Qoneral  Fos- 
ter, which  left  Newborn,  N.  0.,  on  the  eleventh 
instant,  returned  to  their  former  quarters  in  that 
tovm  today,  having  suocessfiilly  accomplished 
the  Q)]|ject8  of  the  expedition.— (i>0A  78.) 


— ^A  FIGHT  took  place  at  Davis's  Mills,  Wolf 
River,  Miss.,  'between  the  Union  garrison  station- 
ed at  that  post,  composed  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  men,  under  the  comnuuid  of  Colonel  AVilliam 
H.  Morgan,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana,  and  a  force  of 
over  five  thousand  rebel  cavalry  under  General 
Van  Dorn,  resulting,  after  a  desperate  contest  of 
three  and  a  half  hours'  duration,  in  the  with- 
drawal of  the  latter,  leaving  in  the  hands  of  the 
Unionists  twenty-two  dead,  thirty  wounded, 
twenty  prisoners,  and  one  hundred  stand  of 
arms.  The  rebels  carried  off  the  field,  in  ambu- 
lances and  otherwise,  between  two  and  three 
hundred  of  their  wounded. — (Doc.  81.) 

December  22. — General  Pry  or,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  rebel  troops,  attacked  a  body  of  New- 
York  Mounted  Rifles,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant-Colonel  B.  F.  Ondcrdonk,  who  were 
stationed  at  Isle  of  Wight  Court-House,  Va.,  to 
protect  the  election  of  representatives  to  Congress, 
und^  a  late  order  of  General  Dix.  The  Nation- 
als were  compelled  to  retreat  after  a  short  skir- 
mish, in  which  the  rebels  lost  two  cavalrymen 
and  a  number  of  guns. — Baltimore  American. 

— Governor  Shorter,  of  Alabama,  issued  an 
appeal  to  the  people  of  that  State,  calling  upon 
the  men  and  youths  exempt  fix>m  the  service  of 
the  rebel  States  by  reason  of  their  age  or  other 
cause,  who  were  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  or- 
ganize themselves  into  companies,  to  constitute  a 
reserved  force,  subject  to  service  in  the  State 
upon  the  call  of  the  Governor. — {Doc,  84.) 

— After  reading  the  Commanding-General's 
report  of  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh,  the  Pres- 
ident issued  a  proclamation  tendering  to  the  ofS- 
cers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
^*  the  thanks  of  the  nation." — Major-General  Rob- 
ert C.  Schcnck  assumed  command  of  the' Middle 
Department  and  Eighth  Army  Corps  of  the  United 
States,  and  issued  general  orders  to  that  effect 
fi*om  his  headquarters  at  Baltimore,  Md. 

December  28. — Jefferson  Davis  issued  a  pro- 
dknation  declaring  General  Butler,  conunand- 
ing  the  Department  of  the  Gulf,  to  be  a  felon  de- 
serving of  capital  punishment,  and  ordering  that 
he  should  no  longer  be  considered  or  treated 
merely  as  a  public  enemy  of  the  rebel  States,  but 
as  an  outlaw  and  common  enemy  of  mankind. — 
{Doe.  86.) 

— ^Trb  rebel  schooner  Pelican,  with  a  cargo 
of  eighty-two  bales  of  cotton,  ran  the  blodc- 
ade  at  Mobile,  Ala.— Miyor  P.  Graham,  and 
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Lieutenant  E.  T.  Dorton,  both  of  the  Fifteenth 
Arkansas  rebel  cavalry,  ^^  being  oonyinced  of 
the  wickedness  and  folly*'  of  the  rebellion, 
respectfully  requested  "alike  the  priyilege  of 
peacefully  returning  to  their  allegiance  and  to 
their  homes*'  in  the  North. — ^An  attempt  was 
made  by  a  party  of  rebels  to  cross  the  Rappa- 
hannock, fourteen  miles  below  Port  Conway,  Va., 
and  capture  a  squadron  of  the  Eighth  Pennsyl- 
yania  cavalry,  but  the  movement  was  frustrated 
by  timely  information  of  the  rebel  intentions  by 
a  trusty  negro. — The  National  forces  moved  from 
Romney  and  took  possession  of  Winchester,  Va., 
which  place  was  evacuated  by  the  rebel  pickets 
on  their  appearance  before  the  town. — Ifational 
Intelligencer. 

December  24. — In  promulgating  President  Lin- 
coln's preliminary  proclamation  of  emancipation, 
General  Banks,  commanding  the  Department  of 
the  Gulf^  issued  an  address  to  the  people  of  Lou- 
isiana in  order  to  correct  public  misapprehension 
and  misrepresentation,  for  the  instruction  of  the 
troops  of  his  Department,  and  the  information  of 
all  parties  in  interest — {Doe,  86.) 

— A  LETTEB  from  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Vice- 
President  of  the  rebel  government,  written  on  the 
24th  of  December,  I860,  was  made  public.  In  it 
occurs  the  following :  "  While  I  hope  for  •  the 
best,  I  am  prepared  for  the  worst  The  election 
of  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  am  well  persuaded,  is  owing 
much  more  to  the  divisions  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  the  disastrous  personal  strifes  among 
its  leaders  at  Charleston  and  at  Baltimore,  than 
to  any  fixed  determination  on  the  part  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  people  of  the  North  to  wage  an  exter- 
minaUng  war  against  Southern  institutions.  Dis- 
appointed ambition  has  much  to  do  with  the  ori- 
gin of  our  present  troubles ;  the  same  cause  will 
be  greatly  in  the  way  of  amicable  and  satisfactory 
a^'ustment  I  can  but  believe  that  there  is  still 
enough  patriotism  in  the  land,  North  as  well  as 
South,  to  save  the  present  Union  under  the  ex- 
isting Constitution,  with  all  its  guarantees  and 
obligations,  if  the  great  heart  of  the  nation  can  be 
touched  and  aroused.  All  that  is  waotiiig  is  a 
little  time  and  patriotic  forbearancei** — A  brief 
skirmish  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of  Munford- 
ville,  Ky.,  between  a  detachment  of  the  Second 
Michigan  cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Lieuten- 
ant Darrow,  and  the  advance-guard  of  the  rebel 
forces,  under  General  J.  H.  Morgan,  resulting  in 
»  retreat  of  the  latter  with  some  loss. — {Doe,  88.) 


— Tn  obsequies  of  Rev.  A.  B.  Fuller,  late 
Chaplain  of  the  Sixteenth  regiment  of  Massa^ 
ohusetts  volunteers,  killed  at  Fkiadericksbm^ 
Va.,  took  place  at  Boston,  Matt.-^A  p«rtioQ  of 
Colonel  Spears's  Eleventh  Pennsybania  cavalry, 
had  a  spirited  engagement  at  Joinei's  Bridge, 
four  miles  above  Franklin,  on  the  Blackwater 
River,  Va.,  with  a  squadron  of  rebel  cavalry  and  a 
body  of  infantry,  whom  he  dispersed,  capturing 
one  man  and  horse,  and  three  infantry  soldiera 
and  their  arms. — Philadelphia  Inquirer, 

— ^A  DBTACHicsNT  of  General  Sherman*8  expedi- 
tionaiy  army,  under  the  command  of  General  M. 
L.  Smith,  destroyed  a  section  of  the  Yicksburgh 
and  Texas  Railway,  about  ten  miles  west  of 
Yicksburgh,  and  burned  the  stations  at  Delhi 
and  Dallas.— (/>ae.  91.) 

December  25. — ^A  skirmish  took  place  at  Green's 
Chapel,  near  Munfordville,  Ry.,  between  a  de- 
tachment of  Union  troops,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Gray,  and  the  advanoe-giiard  of  the  rebel 
forces  under  General  J.  H.  Moi^gan,  which  resulted 
in  the  latter  falling  back  on  the  main  body,  with 
a  loss  of  nine  killed,  twenty-two  wounded,,  and 
five  prisoners.— (2?oc.  88.) 

— The  rebel  schooner  Break-o'-Day,  with  a  car* 
go  of  cotton,  ran  the  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala. — 
Colonel  Shanks,  in  conunand  of  the  Twelfth  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  attacked  the  rear>guard  of  the  rebel 
forces,  under  General  Moigan,  at  Bear  Wallow, 
Ky.,  killing  one,  wounding  two,  and  taking  ten  or 
twelve  ofScers  and  men  prisoners,  with  no  loss  to 
his  own  force. — {Doe.  88.) 

—A  SKIRMISH  took  place  at  Bacon  Creek,  near 
Munfordville,  Ky.,  between  a  company  of  the 
Second  Michigan,  Captain  Dickey,  and  the  ad- 
vance-guard of  the  rebel  forces,  under  General 
Morgan,  resulting  in  a  retreat  of  the  Unionists, 
with  a  loss  of  twenty-one  men  and  two  oflScers 
taken  prisoners. — {Doe.  88.) 

December  26.  —  Thirty-eight  condemned  In- 
dians were  hung  at  Mankato,  Minnesota,  for  par- 
ticipating in  the  late  massacre  in  that  State. — 
Jefferson  Davis  delivered  an  extended  addre.ss  on 
the  subject  of  the  rebellion,  before  the  Legislature 
of  ^ssissippi,  assembled  at  Jackson. — {Doc.  87.) 

— ^Major  Stevens,  of  the  Fourteenth  Keotucky 
cavalry,  with  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who 
were  ordered  upon  a  scout  to  ascertain  the  where- 
abouts of  a  large  band  of  guerrillas  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Powell  County,  Kentucky,  after  travelling 
all  night  over  obscure  and  dangerous  bridlo-patha, 
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ouD«  apen  the  rebel  eamiw  this  moraines  The 
Katioiieb  clashed  apoo  them,  capturing  their 
kidflr,  a  noted  guerrilla,  and  eleven  of  his  band. 
The  remainder,  though  outnnmbering  Miyor  Ste- 
Tenses  Inneei  were  utterly  routed,  and  escaped  into 
the  dense  woods,  brush,  and  mountain  gorges. 
Twenty-five  tiorses  and  a  bulge  amount  of  cloth- 
ing, Uaakets,  guns,  pistc^  etc.,  that  were  being 
tnn^orted  to  Humphrey  Marshall's  camp,  were 
also  o^tored. — General  Wrighl^s  Despatch. 

December  27.— Bhzabethtown,  Ky.,  was  this 
daj  eaptored  by  the  rebel  forces,  under  General 
J.  H.  Morgan,  after  a  short  resistance  by  the 
Union  garrison  of  the  post,  under  the  command 
ef  lieutenant-Colonel  H.  S.  Smitit  An  immense 
smoont  of  public  and  private  property  was  de- 
stroyed and  carried  off  by  the  rebel  troops. — 
(Deee.  52  immI  8a) 

-A  vrcflT  took  place  at  Dumfries,  Va.,  between 
file  garrison  of  the  town,  consisting  of  three  in- 
ftntry  regiments,  a  section  of  a  field-battery,  and 
a  repment  of  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  Charles  Candy,  and  the  rebel  forces  of 
Generals  Stuart  and  Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  with  a  bat- 
tery of  artillery,  in  all  about  three  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  resulting,  after  a  desperate  conflict 
of  several  hours*  duration,  in  a  retreat  of  the  rebel 
ibrces  with  great  loss. — {Doe,  89.) 

— ^Ykstebdat  the  expeditionary  army,  under 
General  Sherman,  successfully  disembarked  near 
Oie  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River,  and  to-day  marched 
on  Vicksburgh.— (/><>c  91.) 

— To-DAT  the  Union  army  under  Qcneral  Shor- 
man,  in  conjunction  with  the  gunboats  on  the 
Kississippi,  commenced  the  attack  on  the  rebel 
forces  before  Yicksburgh.  The  gunboats,  after 
sereral  hours*  firing,  were  compelled  to  retire,  con- 
sidenbly  disabled,  but  the  Union  troops,  after  a 
desperate  contest  of  eight  hours*  duration,  closing 
tt  QightikIl,tdrove  the  rebel  forces  back  some  dis- 
tance toward  their  works,  both  forces  resting  on 
tKeir  arms  for  the  night — {Doe.  91.) 

Ueosmber  28.— The  trestle-work  at  Muldraugh's 
nil],  Ky.,  guarded  by  the  Seventy-first  Indiana 
regiment,  was  captured,  after  a  fight  of  ten  hours, 
1>7  a  superior  force  of  rebels,  under  John  H.  Mor- 
S^  and  destroyed. — New-Madrid,  Ma,  was  eva- 
cuated by  the  National  forces,  after  destroying  the 
liaRacks  and  magazine. — LouUoille  JoumaL 

—A  BsiBMiSB  oocorred  to^Iay  in  the  vicinity 
of  SufEoflc,  Ya.,  between  a  reconnoitring  force  of 
Vottn  troops,  under  the  command  of  Acting 


Brigadier-Geheral  Gibbs,  and  a  force  of  rebel  cav- 
alry, in  which  the  latter  were  routed  and  driven 
for  six  or  eight  miles.  The  Nationals  captured 
a  number  of  horses  and  fire-arms,  the  latter  of 
which  the  rebels  threw  away  in  their  flight — 
Baltimore  American, 

Van  Bubbn,  Ark.,  was  entered  and  captured 
by  a  force  of  Union  troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  J.  G.  Blunt,  together  with  the  rebel 
garrison,  a  large  amount  of  ammunition,  four 
steamboats  laden  with  army  supplies,  and  a  fer- 
ry-boat — {Doe.  90.) 

— ^Majob  Folet,  commanding  an  expedition 
sent  by  Mi^or-General  Granger  to  £lk  Fork, 
Campbell  County,  Tenn.,  composed  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men  of  the  Sixth  and  Tenth  Ken- 
tucky cavalry,  surprised  a  camp  of  rebels,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  strong,  at  that  place,  killing 
thirty,  wounding  one  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
and  capturing  fifty-one,  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  All  of  their  camp  equipage  was  burnt, 
eighty  horses,  and  a  large  amount  of  arms  cap- 
tured.— General  WrigMe  Despatch. 

— ^Earlt  this  morning  the  attack  on  Yicks- 
burgh was  resumed,  and  continued  all  day,  but 
without  any  important  result  The  rattle  of 
musketry  and  booming  of  cannon  was  {leard  on  all 
sides,  but  when  evening  came,  the  opposing  ar- 
mies were  found  to  be  in  much  the  same  posi- 
tions as  when  they  began. — {Doe.  91.) 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  near  Clinton,  La.,  be- 
tween a  party  of  Stuart*s  Baton  Rouge  rebel  cav- 
alry and  a  detachment  of  National  cavalry,  re- 
sulting in  the  retreat  of  the  latter,  with  a  loss  of 
one  man  and  ty^  horses  killed. — Jackson  {Miss.) 
Appeal. 

Deeemher  29. — ^A  party  of  Mexicans,  uuder  the 
leadership  of  a  half-Indian,  named  Munoas,  in- 
vaded the  State  of  Texas,  and  stole  forty  horses 
and  fifty  head  of  cattle  firom  a  ranche  in  Zapata 
County.  Demand  was  made  through  the  United 
States  military  authorities  for  the  arrest  and 
punishment  of  the  robbers  by  the  Mexican  ofS- 
oers,  and  also  for  the  restitution  of  the  property. 
Governor  Lopez,  of  Tamaulipas,  had  the  crimi- 
nals arrested,  but  they  subsequently  escaped. 
The  property  was  never  returned. — BrownsoilU 
Flag. 

— Thb  United  States  Provisional  Court  for  the 
State  of  Louisiana  was  opened  at  New-Orleans, 
with  the  reading  of  the  order  firom  President  Lio- 
ooln,  establishing  the  tribunal  and  appointing 
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Judge  Charles  A.  Peabody  to  preside  over  it — 
The  Uniori  army,  under  General  Sherman,  made 
a  concerted  assault  on  the  rebel  works  at  Vicks- 
burgh,  Miss.,  and  after  a  desperate  contest,  were 
repulsed  at  all  points  with  great  loss. — {Doc.  91.) 

December  80 — The  Union  army  before  Vicks- 
burgh  were  occupied  all  day  in  removing  the 
wounded  and  burying  the  dead. — (Doe.  91.) 

— To-DAY,  the  Union  expeditionary  forces,  un- 
der General  Garter,  completely  destroyed  the 
Union  and  Watauga  bridges  on  the  East-Ten- 
nessee and  Virginia  Railroad,  and  a  locomotive, 
tender,  and  cars.  They  also  captured  four  hun- 
dred rebel  troops,  six  or  seven  hundred  stand 
of  arms,  and  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  stores. — 
(Doc.  92.) 

— ^Major-General  SHERHAy,  commanding  the 
Union  army  before  Vicksburgh,  raised  the  siege 
of  that  town  by  reembarking  his  army  on  his 
transports,  and  sailing  out  of  the  Yazoo. — (Doc. 
91.) 

. — ^General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart,  with  his  rebel  cav- 
alry, returned  to  Richmond  this  morning  from 
his  expedition  to  Occoquan,  DumfHes,  and  An- 
andale,Va.,  having  been  absent  seven  days,  during 
which  time  he  burned  several  bridges  on  the 
Orange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  and  captured 
or  destroyed  large  quantifies  of  National  stores. — 
Richmond  Dispatch^  January  3,  1863. 

— The  iron-clad  steamer  Monitor,  Commander 
Bankhead,  sprung  a  leak  and  foundered  a  few 
miles  south  of  Cape  Hatteras,  N.  C.  Four  officers 
and  twelve  men  were  lost  in  her. — (Doe.  98.) 

— The  battle  of  Parker's  Cross-Roads,  Tenn., 
was  this  day  fought  between  a  detachment  of 
Union  troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  C. 
L.  Dunham,  and  a  large  rebel  cavalry  force,  un- 
der General  Forrest  After  a  desperate  conflict 
of  several  hours'  duration,  during  which  neither 
party  obtained  the  victory,  General  Sullivan  ar- 
rived on  the  field  with  reenforcements,  and 
attacked  the  rebels,  routing  them  with  great 
slaughter. — (Doc.  94.) 

— The  battle  of  Stone  River,  or  Murfree.sboro, 
Tenn.,  fought  by  the  Union  army  of  the  Cumber- 
land, under  the  command  of  Major-General  Rose- 
crans,  and  the  rebel  forces  under  General  Bragg, 
commenced  early  this  morning.  After  a  despe- 
rate conflict  of  more  than  ten  hours'  duration, 
both  armies  receded  and  suspended  operations 
for  the  nighty  the  contest  being  undecided. — 
{Doa,  26  and  146.) 


— ^Emancipation  was  celebrated  in  various  por- 
tions of  the  loyal  States  of  the  Union. — ^A  meet- 
ing of  the  workingmen  of  Manchester,  England, 
was  held  at  "Free  Trade"  Hall,  for  the  purpose 
of  passing  resolutions  in  support  of  the  National 
cause  in  the  United  States,  and  agreeing  on  an . 
address  to  Pro/ddeot  Lincoln. — (Doe.  96.) 

• 
JANUARY  1,  1863. 

— Abbaham  Lincoln,  President  of  the  United 
States,  issued  his  oonfirmatory  Emancipation  Pro- 
clamation, declaring  the  slaves  in  c^iain  States 
and  parts  of  States  in  rebellion  to  be  hence- 
forth and  forever  free. — ^An  enthusiastic  meeting 
was  held  in  Tremont  Temple,  Boston,  throughout 
the  whole  of  this  day — ^morning,  afternoon,  and 
evening— in  honor  of  the  Prodamation.  The  day 
was  also  celebrated  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  by  the  entire 
negro  population.  They  marched  through  the 
town  in  procession,  numbering  over  four  thousand 
persons,  headed  by  a  band  of  music,  carrying  the 
Union  flag,  cheering  for  the  downfall  of  slavery, 
etc.  At  Beaufort^  S.  C,  the  day  was  celebrated 
by  the  freedmen,  by  an  excursion  up  the  Beaufort 
River  to  the  encampment  of  the  First  South-Caro 
Una  colored  volunteers,  where  they  were  addressed 
by  Brigadier-General  Saxton,  Colonel  Higginson, 
Rev.  Mr.  French,  and  others.  After  singing  an 
"  Ode  for  Emancipation  Day,"  the  multitude  par- 
took of  refreshments.  The  tables  were  loaded  with 
roast  bee^  bread,  coflee,  etc.  Five  oxen  were 
roasted  whole  for  the  occasion. 

— Galveston,  Texas,  was  captured  by  a  rebel 
force  under  General  Magruder.  The  town  was 
garrisoned  by  only  three  hundred  troops,  protect- 
ed by  six  small  gunboats :  namely,  the  Westfield, 
Clifton,  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco,  Sachem,  and 
Corypheus.  Of  these,  the  Harriet  Lane  was  cap- 
tured, after  fighting  until  her  captain  and  most 
of  his  officers  and  crew  were  killed ;  the  West- 
field  got  aground  and  was  prematurely  blown  up, 
together  with  the  commander  of  the  fleet,  Com- 
modore Renshaw,  and  most  of  her  officers  and 
crew ;  the  others  escaped. — (Doc.  95.) 

— Richard  Yeadon,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  issued 
the  following  notice :  "  President  Davis  having 
proclaimed  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  of  Massachusetts*, 
to  be  a  felon,  deserving  of  capital  punishment 
for  the  deliberate  murder  of  William  B.  Muin> 
ford,  a  citizen  of  the  confederate  States,  at  New- 
Orleans,  and  having  ordered  that  the  said  Bon- 
jamin  F.  Butler  be  considered  or  treated  as  an 
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outUw  &D(1  common  enemy  of  mankind,  and 
that  in  the  erent  of  his  capture,  the  officer  in 
command  of  the  capturing  force  do  cause  him  to 
be  immediately  executed  by  hanging,  the  under- 
signed hereby  offers  a  reward  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  ($10,000)  for  the  capture  and  delirery  of 
the  said  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  dead  or  alive,  to 
any  proper  confederate  authority." 

January  2. — The  battle  of  Stone  River,  or 
Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  between  the  Union  army 
of  the  Cumberland,  under  the  command  of  Ma- 
jor-General  Rosecrans,  and  the  rebel  force  under 
General  Bragg,  which  commenced  two  days  pre- 
vious, was  resumed  this  morning,  and,  after  a 
most  obstinate  and  bloody  contest,  which  lasted 
ail  day,  resulted  in  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  forces 
with  great  slaughter.— (2><m:«.  26  and  146.) 

— Skirvishino  continued  yesterday  around 
Ticksbuigh,  and  this  morning  the  rebels  ad- 
vanced upon  a  portion  of  General  Grant* s  army 
who  were  engaged  erecting  works  on  the  lake 
near  the  city,  causing  them  to  retreat  with  a 
slight  loss.  General  Pemberton,  in  command 
of  the  rebels,  sent  a  despatch  to  Richmond  stat- 
ii^  that  ^^  the  enemy  finding  all  his  efforts  un- 
iTatling  to  make  any  inroad  upon  our  position 
here,  has  reembarked,  leaving  a  considcrablo 
<)aantity  of  intrenching  tools  and  other  proper- 
tr,  and  apparently  has  relinquished  his  designs 
upon  Vicksburgh." 

—  President  Lincoln's  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation was  officially  issued  as  "General  Order 


Na  1." 

—  A  DKTAcnMENT  of  Stuart's  rebel  cavalry, 
fommanded  by  Mii^or  Herring,  made  a  descent 
into  Dumfries,  Va.,  and  captured  a  quantity  of 
public  stores  and  ten  sutler's  wagons,  belonging 
principally  to  Maine  and  Now-Tork  regiments. 
The  movement  was  accomplished  with  such  ex- 
traordinary expedition,  that  but  two  drivers  only 
e-scaped.--At  Richmond,  Va.,  brown  sugar  sold 
at  one  dollar  and  ten  cents  per  pound,  mofl^ses 
at  eight  dollars  a  gallon,  and  other  necessaries 
of  life  in  proportion. — Richmond  Examiner. 

Salutrs  in  honor  of  the  confirmatory  procla- 
mation of  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
declaring  freedom  to  the  slaves  of  rebels,  were 
given  in  many  portions  of  the  loyal  States. — 
i^ton  Transcript, 

--U510R  prisoners  captured  at  Galveston,  yes- 
terday, arrived  at  Houston,  Texas.  In  noticing 
the erent,  the  TV^opA  said:  " They  are  a  fine- 


looking  body  of  men,  and  ought  to  be  ashamed 
of  themselves  for  volunteering  their  services  in 
the  villainy  of  trying  to  subjugate  a  chivalrous 
people." -> Colonel  Hoskins,  commanding  military 
post  at  Lebanon,  Ky.,  made  report  of  his  opera- 
tions before  that  place,  commencing  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  December,  1862,  at  which  time  he 
was  notified  by  General  Boyle  that  the  rebel 
forces  under  General  Morgan  had  again  entered 
Kentucky,  and  ending  on  this  day,  when  the 
pursuit  of  them  was  abandoned,  by  order  of  Gen- 
eral Fry,  three  miles  beyond  Columbia,  Ky. — 
{Doc,  52.) 

January  8. —  Captain  William  Gwin,  of  the 
United  States  gunboat  Benton,  died  this  even- 
ing of  the  wounds  he  received  in  the  action  near 
Vicksburgh,  Miss.,  on  the  twenty-seventh  of 
December  last. — A  volunteer  cavalry  company, 
under  the  command  of  Captain  J.  Sewell  Reid, 
arrived  at  New-York  from  California,  on  the  way 
to  Massachusetts,  in  order  to  join  the  Second  cav- 
alry of  that  State.  They  were  raised  in  San 
Francisco,  and  represented  nearly  every  loyal 
State  in  the  Union. — Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  was 
evacuated  by  the  rebels. — (JDoc,  26.)  , 

—  Last  night  a  portion  of  the  command  of 
General  Washbume's  cavalry  left  camp  at  Hel- 
ena, Ark.,  and  in  a  terrific  storm  of  wind  and 
rain,  proceeded  to  a  point  near  La  Grange,  where, 
at  daylight  this  morning,  they  dashed  upon  a 
camp  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  succeeded  in  scatter- 
ing them  through  the  woods  and  destroying  their 
camp,  besides  capturing  ten  men  and  two  officers, 
and  killing  and  wounding  ten  others. —  General 
QormarCs  Deapateh, 

— Earlt  this  morning  Moorefield,  Ya.,  was  at- 
tacked by  a  strong  rebel  force  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Jones,  and  after  a  contest  with 
the  garrison  of  several  hours'  duration,  they  were 
beaten  off  and  compelled  to  retreat,  carrying 
with  them,  however,  sixty-five  prisoners  with 
their  arms,  and  six  horses. —  Wheeling  Intelli- 
geneer. 

January  4. — Major-General  Hurlbut,  command- 
ing District  of  Tennessee,  issued  an  order  at 
Memphis,  warning  the  resident  sympathizers 
with  guerrillas,  that  threats  having  been  made 
that  the  railroads  in  his  command  would  be  in- 
terrupted, he  would,  for  every  attempted  raid 
upon  such  i^Nuls,  send  to  the  South  ten  families 
of  the  most  noted  secessionists  in  Memphis,  and 
those  to  be  selected  from  the  wealthiest  and 
highest  social  position. — General  Orders  No,  10. 
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—At  GalvestoD,  Texts,  the  rebel  General  J. 
R  liagruder  issued  the  following  proclamation : 
'^Whereas,  the  undersigned  has  succeeded  in 
capturing  and  destroying  a  part  of  the  enemy^s 
fleet,  and  in  driving  the  remainder  out  of  the 
harbor  of  Galveston  and  beyond  the  neighboring 
waters,  and,  the  blockade  having  been  thus  ef- 
fectually raised,  he  therefore  proclaims  to  all  con- 
cerned, that  the  harbor  of  Galveston  is  open  for 
trade  to  all  friendly  nations,  and  their  merchants 
are  invited  to  resume  their  usual  commercial  in- 
tercourse, with  this  port^' — Official  Proelamch 
turn. 

January  5.— Captain  John  H.  McNeill  of  Im- 
boden*s  rangers,  made  a  descent,  upon  the  Na- 
tional troops  in  Hardy  County,  Ya.,  and  succeed- 
ed in  killing  one,  and  in  capturing  thirty-three 
men,  sixty-one  horses,  with  accoutrements,  be- 
sides several  revolvers  and  other  articles  of  value. 
This  was  accomplished  after  the  rebel  forces  un- 
der General  Jones  had  retired  from  Moorefield. — 
Richmond  Dispatch. 

— ^Bt  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  the  troops  in  the  Department  of  the  Gulf 
Vere  constituted  the  Nineteenth  army  corps,  to 
date  from  December  fourteenth,  1862,  and  Major- 
General  N.  P.  Banks  was  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand.— The  English  sloop  Avenger,  while  trying 
to  run  the  blockade  at  Jupiter  Inlet,  Fla.,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  gunboat  Sagamore. — Captain  W.  B. 
Cushing  with  the  schooner  Home,  made  an  expe- 
dition up  Little  River,  N.  C,  surprised  and  cap- 
tured a  rebel  fort,  destroyed  all  its  defences  and 
stores,  and  retired  withoU^  any  casualty. — Offi- 
cial  Report 

—Brio. -Gen.  R.  H.  Milbot,  commanding  the 
National  forces  at  Winchester,  Ya.,  issued  a  no- 
tice to  the  citizens  of  that  place,  of  his  intention 
to  maintain  and  enforce  the  Emancipation  Procla- 
mation of  President  Lincoln* — The  rebel  pickets, 
stationed  eighteen  miles  below  Kinston,  N.  C, 
were  driven  in  by  the  advance  of  General  Fos- 
ter's forces. — An  emancipation  jubilee  was  held 
at  Cooper  Institute,  in  New-York  City. — Jeffer- 
son Davis  returned  to  Richmond  from  his  tour 
in  the  South-west 

January  6. — ^The  British  iron  steamer  Antona, 
laden  with  Enfield  rifles,  a  battery  of  brass  field- 
pieces,  powder,  medicines,  boots,  tea,  etc.,  from 
Liverpool  tid  Havana,  was  captured  off  Mobile, 
by  the  United  States  steamer  Pocahontas,  while 
attempting  to  run  the  blockade. — (Doc,  97.) 


— Gdtbral  Rosbokahb,  from  his  headqnarten 
at  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  issued  a  general  order, 
announcing  to  the  commissioned  officers  of  the 
rebel  army,  taken  prisoners  by  the  forces  under 
his  command,  **That,  owing  to  the  barbarous 
measures  announced  by  President  Davis,  in  his 
recent  Proclamation,  denying  parole  to  oar  offi- 
cers, he  will  be  obliged  to  treat  them  in  like  man- 
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ner. 

— ^Ths  expedition  under  the  command  of  Gen- 
eral Samuel  P.  Carter,  reached  Manchester,  Ky^ 
on  its  return  from  East-Tennessea — A  meeting 
was  held  at  Beaufort,  N.  C,  at  which  resolutions 
were  adopted,  denouncing  the  course  of  Governor 
Stanly,  in  his  administration  in  that  State. 

January  7. — ^The  Richmond  Examiner  of  thia 
date,  in  discussing  the  Emancipation  Proclama« 
tion  of  President  Lincoln,  says,  that  it  is  the 
**  most  startling  political  crime,  the  most  stupid 
political  blunder,  yet  known  in  American  his- 
tory," that  ^*  servile  insurrection  is  the  real,  sole 
purpose  of  the  Proclamation,"  that  it  "  shuts  the 
door  of  retreat  and  repentance  on  the  weak  and 
timid,"  and  that  the  "  Southern  people  have  now 
only  to  choose  between  victory  and  death." — 
Four  hundred  and  fifty  women  and  children  left 
Washington,  D.  C,  for  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  other 
parts  of  the  South,  under  official  permission.— 
A  reconnoissanoe  from  Winchester  to  Woodstock, 
Ya.,  was  made  this  day  by  a  party  of  the  First 
New- York  cavalry,  under  the'  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Yon  Schickfuss.  —  Philadelphia 
Inquirer, 

January  8. — A  fight  took  place  at  Springfield, 
Mo.,  between  the  Union  forces  under  Brigadier- 
General  Brown,  and  a  numerically  superior  force 
of  rebels  under  General  Marmaduke,  resulting, 
afler  a  contest  of  more  than  ten  hours*  duration, 
in  a  retreat  of  the  latter.  The  loss  was  nearly 
equal  on  both  sides. — (Doe,  98.) 

— YssTERDAT  a  large  reoonnoitring  force  of 
Union  troops,  under  the  command  of  M^or  Wm. 
P.  Hall,  embarked  at  Yorktown,  Ya.,  on  board 
the  fleet  of  gunboats  and  transports,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  F.  A.  Parker,  and  arrived  at 
West-Point,  at  the  junction  of  the  Pamunkey  and 
Mattapony  Rivers,  early  this  morning.  Thence 
they  proceeded  to  Lanesville,  where  they  captured 
a  wagon-train,  consisting  of  contraband  goods,  tn 
route  for  Richmond,  consisting  of  gutta-percha, 
block-tin,  paints,  medicines,  sheV-Iac,  and  ord- 
nance  stores.  Leaving  a  strong  picket-guard  at 
Lanesville,  they  next  proceeded  to  Indian  Town, 
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▼here  they  found  two  wagons  loaded  with  meal, 
awaitmg  ferriage  to  White  House,  and  destined 
for  Richmond.  After  destroying  these,  with  the 
telegraph,  and  seizing  the  mail,  they  crossed  the 
Pammikey  to  White  House,  where  they  destroy- 
ed by  fire  the  ferry-boat,  two  sloops  laden  with 
pwm,  two  barges,  four  pontoon-boats,  the  steamer 
Lottie  Maynard,  a  store-house,  containing  over 
ooe  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  a  large  quantity 
of  commissary  stores,  etc  The  torch  was  next 
ipplied  to  the  railroad  depot,  containing  a  large 
tmount  of  freight  for  Richmond,  the  tank,  the 
roUiog  st«ck,  signal  station,  sutlers*  buildings, 
lod  stores.  The  force  remained  until  the  demo. 
litioQ  was  complete,  when,  the  object  of  the  re- 
coDDoissance  having  been  accomplished,  they  re- 
turned to  Yorktown,  having  sustained  no  loss 
vhatever  during  the  expedition. — Official  Report, 

—Captain  Moorb,  of  the  Twentieth  Illinois 
aralry,  this  morning  at  sunrise,  made*  a  sudden 
dcseent  upon  the  camp  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dawson's  rebel  command,  near  Ripley,  Tenn., 
tod  dispersed  the  occupants,  killing  eight,  wound- 
ing twenty,  and  capturing  forty-six  prisoners, 
tmong  whom  were  one  major,  two  captains,  and 
fme  Heutenanl  He  also  seized  twenty  horses, 
and  one  wagon-load  of  arms.  Dawson's  party  had 
been  engaged  for  many  weeks  burning  all  the  cot- 
ton that  could  be  found  in  that  part  of  the 
cTiintry.  Captain  Moore  did  not  lose  a  man,  and 
h^d  only  three  wounded. —  Wolverine  Citizen, 

—The  English  sloop  Julia  was  captured  near 
Japitcr  Inlet,  Fla.  —  General  Mansfield  Lovell 
'v  dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  rebels  for 
incaptdty. — ^The  steamer  Mussulman  was  burned 
by  guerrillas  at  Bradley's  Landing,  ten  miles 
»tN>Te  Memphis,  Tenn. — General  Pemberton,  in 
command  of  the  rebel  forces  at  Vicksburgh,  is- 
(Qed  an  order  expressing  his  high  appreciation  of 
their  **  recent  gallant  defence"  of  that  position. — 
The  rebel  steamer  Tropic,  formerly  the  Huntress, 
^  Charleston,  S.  C,  while  attempting  to  run  the 
^odcade,  was  destroyed  by  fire.  Her  passengers 
▼ere  saved  by  the  boats  of  the  National  gun- 
^  Quaker  City. 

/oaieary  9. — In  consequence  of  the  destruction 
^  a  locomotive  and  construction  train,  upon  the 
J^a^ville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  this  day,  by 
Hidiard  McCann  and  Thomas  Kilkird,  leading  a 
P^  of  outlaws,  Col.  R.  S.  Moore,  of  the  Eighty- 
fifth  Illinois  volunteers,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
*ith  his  regiment  to  the  houses  of  the  above- 
'^iBud  persons,  and  to  destroy  their  houses,  bams, 


farms,  and  all  property  susceptible  of  destruction 
upon  their  respective  grounds,  by  fire,  or  any 
other  means  at  his  command- — General  R,  B, 
MitchelVe  Special  Order, 

— Colonel  Ludlow,  of  General  Dix's  staff,  re- 
turned from  City  Point,  Va.,  to  Fortress  Monroe, 
having  accomplished  an  exchange  of  prisoners^ 
by  which  twenty  thousand  men  were  restored 
to  active  service  in  the  National  army. — The  army 
of  the  Cumberland,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  Rosccrans,  was  divided  into  three  army 
corps,  to  be  known  as  the  Fourteenth,  command- 
ed by  Major-General  Thomas,  Twentieth,  com- 
manded by  Major-General  A.  McD.  McCook,  and 
the  Twenty-first,  under  the  command  of  Major- 
General  T.  L.  Crittenden. — General  Ordere,  No,  9, 

— The  lower  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  In- 
diana, adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  condemn- 
ing the  arrests  made  by  order  of  the  National 
War  Department  as  "acts  of  tyranny  and  flag- 
rant violations  of  the  rights  of  the  people." 

January  10. — A  skirmish  took  place  at  Cat- 
lett's  Station,  Va.,  between  a  party  of  National 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Schim- 
melfennig  and  Hampton's  rebel  cavalry. — Gov- 
ernor Letcher,  of  Virginia,  in  response  to  a  re- 
quisition of  Jefierson  Davis,  issued  a  proclantation 
calling  out  the  militia  of  the  counties  bordering 
on  the  North-Carolina  line,  to  aid  in  repelling 
any  attempt  at  invasion  by  the  National  forces. — 
Orison  Glines  was  riden  on  a  rail  at  Stoncham, 
Mass.,  for  having  deserted  fi*om  the  National 
army. 

January  11. — ^The  United  States  steamer  Hat- 
teras,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  R.  O. 
Blake,  was  sunk  off  the  coast  of  Texas,  by  the 
rebel  steamer  Alabama,  after  an  engagement  of 
twenty  minutes. — {Doc,  100.) 

— The  steamer  Grampus  No.  2,  lying  at  the 
mouth  of  Wolf  River,  Tenn.,  was  surprised  and 
captured  by  thirteen  rebels,  taken  five  miles 
above  Memphis,  and  there  stripped  and  burned. - 
The  Virginia  Legislature  passed  a  resolution,  di- 
recting the  Special  Committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  resolution  touching  the  legal  tender  of 
confederate  notes,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  "  punishing  by  suitable  penalties,  any  citizen 
of  the  commonwealth  who  shall  refuse  to  receive 
the  Treasury  notes  of  the  confederate  States,  in 
discharge  of  any  debt  or  obligation  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money." — Richmond  Inquirer, 

— ^FoBT  HiNDiCAN,  Post  Arkansas,  was  this  day 
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captured  by  the  National  army  of  the  Mississippi, 
under  the  command  of  Major-Genend  McCler- 
nand,  in  conjunction  with  the  fleet  of  gunboats, 
under  Admiral  Porter,  after  a  combat  of  three 
and  a  half  hour's  duration,  with  a  loss  of  nearly 
one  thousand  Union  men  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing. — {Doc,  101.) 

•  — Colonel  Penick,  Fifth  Missouri  cavalry,  com- 
manding military  post  at  Independence,  Mo.,  re- 
ported that  the  rebel  guerrillas  were  committing 
horrid  barbarities  on  the  Union  soldiers  and  citi- 
zens of  that  State. --(2)c>c.  102.) 

— ^A  riOHT  took  place  to-day  near  Hartsville, 
Mo.,  between  a  'detachment  of  Union  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Merrill,  Twenty- 
first  Iowa,  and  a  force  of  rebels  under  General 
Marmaduke,  resulting  in  a  retreat  of  the  latter 
with  great  loss. — {Doc,  99.) 

January  12. — Day  before  yesterday  the  brigan- 
tine  J.  P.  Ellicott,  was  captured  by  the  rebel  pri- 
vateer Retribution,  her  officers  and  crew  taken  on 
board  the  privateer,  and  a  prize  crew  put  in  charge 
of  the  brigantine.  The  wife  of  the  mate  was  left 
on  board  the  Ellicott,  and  to-day  having  succeeded 
in  getting  the  rebel  crew  intoxicated,  she  put  them 
in  irons,  took  possession  of  the  vessel,  and  piloted 
it  into  St  Thomas,  where  she  delivered  the  rebels 
and  the  ship  to  the  United  States  Consul. — New- 
York  Commercial  Advertiser, 

— ^Loms  Napoleon  this  day  opened  the  session 
of  the  Senate  and  Corps  L6gislatif  of  France,  with 
a  speech,  in  which  he  referred  to  affairs  in  Ame- 
rica, as  follows :  *^  The  condition  of  the  Empire 
would  be  flourishing  if  the  war  in  America  had 
not  dried  up  one  of  the  most  fruitful  sources  of 
our  industry.  The  forced  stagnation  of  labor  has 
caused  in  many  districts  an  amount  of  destitution 
which  deserves  all  our  sympathy,  and  a  grant  will 
be  asked  from  you  (the  legislature)  for  the  support 
of  those  who,  with  resignation,  submit  to  the  ef- 
fects of  a  misfortune  which  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  stop. 

"  Nevertheless,  I  have  made  the  attempt  to  send 
beyond  the  Atlantic  advices  inspired  by  a  sincere 
sympathy;  but  the  great  maritime  Powers  not 
having  thought  it  advisable  as  yet  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  me,  I  have  been  obliged  to  postpone  to 
a  more  suitable  opportunity  the  offer  of  media- 
tion, the  object  of  which  was  to  stop  the  effusion 
of  blood,  and  to  prevent  the  exhaustion  of  a 
country  the  future  of  which  cannot  be  looked 
4]pon  with  indifference.'* 


— HoLLT  Sprinos,  Miss.,  was  visited  by  a  partj 
of  rebel  guerrillas,  who  retired  after  committing 
various  depredations  on  the  property  of  the  loy- 
alists.— General  Banks,  at  New-Orleans,  issued  a 
general  order,  confirming  General  Butler's  order 
of  December  ninth,  1862,  assessing  cotton  fiidors 
and  others  who  had  subscribed  to  the  secession 
fund,  for  the  support  of  the  poor. 

January  18. — ^The  United  States  gunboat  Ma- 
jor Slidel,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Van 
Dom,  surrendered  to  a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas 
at  Harpeth  Shoals,  on  the  Cumberland  River, 
Tenn.,  without  firing  a  shot  The  United  States 
transport  steamers  Hastings,  Trio,  and  Parthenia, 
with  wounded  troops,  were  also  captured  by  the 
same  party  of  rebels,  at  the  same  time  and  place. 
After  robbing  the  wounded  soldiers  of  all  their 
money,  overcoats,  boots,  and  blankets,  they  were 
transferred  to  the  Hastings,  which  was  then  per- 
mitted to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  The  other  ves- 
sels, including  the  Slide],  were  burned. — {Doc. 
104.) 

— At  New-Orleans,  General  Banks  gave  the  fol- 
lowing notice  to  the  people  of  that  place :  ^^  That  of- 
fensive personal  demonstrations,  by  language  or 
conduct  of  any  character,  by  persons  of  any  class 
whatever,  with  the  intention  of  giving  personal  of- 
fence, or  tending  to  disturb  the  public  peace,  are 
forbidden,  and  will  be  punished  with  relentless  se- 
verity. Parents  wiU  be  held  responsible  for  tbo 
respectful  conduct  of  their  children,  and  prompt 
measures  will  be  taken  to  fasten  upon  the  proper 
parties  any  act  of  this  character.  All  persons 
who  may  be  witnesses  to  such  conduct  are  di- 
rected, as  a  measure  of  public  peace,  to  give  in- 
formation thereof  to  the  Provost-Marshal,  or  at 
these  headquarters." — The  schooner  Hampton 
was  captured  in  Dividing  Creek,  Ya.,  by  the 
United  States  steamer  Currituck. — Com.  Bar- 
icoocPa  Despatch, 

January  14 — ^To-day  an  engagement  took 
place  on  the  Bayou  Teche,  La.,  between  four 
Union  gunboats,  under  the  command  of  Commo- 
dore Buchanan,  assisted  by  a  force  of  troops,  un- 
der General  Weitzel,  and  the  iron-clad  rebel 
steamer  J.  A.  Cotton,  assisted  by  a  body  of  rebel 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Gray,  re- 
sulting, after  a  contest  of  several  hours*  duration, 
in  the  destruction  of  the  rebel  iron-clad.  Commo- 
dore Buchanan  was  killed  in  this  action  by  a 
rebel  sharp-shooter. — {Doc  106.) 

— ^The  steamer  Forrest  Queen  was  captured  and 
burned  by  guerrillas  at  Commerce,  Miss.,  this 
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efemng. — ^The  National  gunboat  Queen  of  the 
West,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Charles  £. 
Ellet)  commanding  the  ram  fleet  in  Western 
waters,  while  on  a  reoonuoissanco  on  the  Red 
River,  was  fired  on,  near  Gordon^s  Landing,  by  a 
battery  of  four  guns,  and  subsequently  captured 
by  the  rebds. — (Doc  105.) 

January  15. — Mound  City,  Arkansas,  was 
burned  by  a  detachment  of  National  troops,  the 
place  baying  long  been  the  resort  of  guerrillas. — 
The  bill  authorizing  the  issue  of  one  hundred  mil- 
It<m  dollars  in  United  States  legal  tender  notes, 
vas  signed  and  became  a  law. — A  detachment  of 
the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  regiment,  carrying 
despatches  from  Helena  to  Clarendon,  Ark.,  were 
attacked  by  a  body  of  rebels,  who  succeeded  in 
optaring  seventeen  of  their  number.  In  the 
skirmish  a  rebel  lieutenant  and  six  men  were 
killed  and  wounded. — Chicago  Tribune, 

January  16. — General  James  G.  Blunt  having 
dLscoTisred  that  certain  attorneys  and  war  daim 
figcDts,  in  his  military  district,  had  been  guilty  of 
cadcaToring  to  incite  dissatisfaction  and  insubor- 
dination among  the  soldiers,  issued  an  order  to 
hid  subordinate**,  authorizing  the  arrest  of  all  such 
oScodera,  and  that  they  be  sent  to  his  headquar- 
ters at  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  with  the  char- 
ge against  them  preferred. — Commander  Cou- 
thiHijr,  and  the  officers  of  the  United  States  steamer 
Columbia,  which  vessel  was  stranded  at  Mason- 
boro  Inlet,  N.  C,  yesterday,  surrendered  them- 
fielres  to  the  rebels,  under  Colonel  Lamb,  this  day. 

— Ths  naval  expedition  up  the  White  River, 
ArL,  under  the  command  of  John  G.  Walker,  of  the 
gaxiboat  Baron  DeKalb,  landed  at  DuvalFs  Blufif; 
meeting  with  no  resistance,  and  captured  two 
n^t-inch  guns  and  carriages,  two  hundred  stands 
of  umswith  their  accoutrements,  and  three  plat- 
ftmn  cars,  upon  which  the  guns  were  being  hoist- 
ed, when  the  rebels  took  the  alarm  and  fled. 
Liettteiiant  WaJker  also  captured  seven  prisoners. 
He  then  retired,  leaving  the  place  in  the  charge  of 
th«  troops  under  General  Gorman,  who  arrived 
shortly  after  the  captures  were  made. — Lieuten- 
^t  Waikei's  JUport. 

— Ths  funeral  of  Major-General  0.  M.  Mitchel 
took  place  at  Plymouth  Church,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y., 
this  day.~The  English  sloop  Brave,  from  Nassau, 
^'  P.,  was  captured  by  the  gunboat  Octorora. — 
Ad  enthusiastic  Union  meeting  was  held  at  New- 
^louis,  La.,  at  whidi  speeches  were  made  by 
Thomas  J.  Dorant,  and  others,  and  resolutions 
uz^^ig  an  earnest  and  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 


war  were  adopted  unanimously. — New-Orlearui 
True  Delta. 

— The  transport  ship  Planter,  with  men  and 
material  belonging  to  the  National  army,  was 
wrecked  this  morning,  near  Strangcr^s  Key,  Ba- 
hama.— The  rebel  steamer  Oreto,  escaped  from 
Mobile  harbor,  Ala.,  running  directly  through 
the  National  fleet  blockading  that  place. — (Doe. 

lor.) 

January  17. — ^Major-Qeneral  Joseph  E.  John- 
ston, of  the  rebel  army.  Issued  a  general  order 
modifying  a  previous  order  issued  from  his  head- 
quai'ters,  in  relation  to  unauthorized  absentees 
belonging  to  the  departments  of  Tennessee,  Ala- 
bama, Mississippi,  and  Louisiana,  so  as  to  grant 
them  a  full  pardon  provided  they  should  return 
to  their  proper  commands  by  the  twelfth  of  Feb- 
ruary.— Jnehaon  Mississippian, 

— Des  Arc,  Ark.,  was  taken  possession  of  with- 
out opposition  by  Captain  Walker  of  the  gunboat 
De  Kalb,  and  a  regiment  of  in&ntry  commanded 
by  Colonel  Spicely  of  the  Twenty-fourth  regiment 
of  Indiana  volunteers. — A  skirmish  took  place  at 
Pollocksville,  N.  C,  resulting  in  the  flight  of  the 
rebels  and  the  occupation  of  the  town  by  the  Na- 
tional troops. — At  Liverpool,  England,  an  anti- 
slavery  conference  took  place,  at  which  Mr. 
Spence,  a  sympathizer  with  the  rebel  govern- 
ment, attempted  to  resuscitate  the  argument  that 
slavery  could  be  supported^on  Scriptural  grounds, 
but  he  was  refused  a  hearing.  A  resolution  in 
favor  of  the  National  Government  was  carried  by 
a  large  majority,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  people  of  Liver- 
pool.— Numbers  of  families  who,  during  the  ex- 
pected attack  on  Charleston  last  summer,  remov- 
ed from  that  city,  returned  "  to  their  homesteads, 
content  to  await  the  storm  that  nuny  at  any  time 
burst  over  their  heads,  and  to  abide  the  result.** 
Mobile  Register, 

January  18. — ^The  Chattanooga  Rebel,  after 
siumising  how  the  birth-day  of  Washington  will 
be .  celebrated  in  the  loyal  States,  says :  "  Here 
in  the  South  we  shall  pay  a  different  tribute  to 
the  day.  We  shall  honor  it  by  silent  homaga 
It  is  said  that  the  President  will  issue  his  procla- 
mation of  *  fasting  and  prayer*  as  a  fit  com- 
memoration of  the  trials,  sacrifices,  and  glories 
of  Washington.  They  are  types  of  our  own  he- 
roes and  martyrs,  and  whilst  we  remember  and 
do  reverence  to  the  deeds  and  beauties  of  char- 
acter which  have  consecrated  tlie  name  of  the 
Father  and  Country,  we  shall  also  bear  iu  mind 
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those  Spartan  virtues  of  manhood  and  those 
Southern  virtues  of  womanhood  which  adorn  our 
page  and  ennoble  our  dayJ* 

January  19. — President  Lincoln  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  workingmen  of  Manchester,  England, 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  an  address  and  re- 
solutions adopted  by  them  at  a  meeting  held  at 
Manchester  on  the  81st  of  December,  1862.  In 
closing  his  letter  the  President  said :  ^'  I  do  not 
4oubt  that  the  sentiments  jou  have  expressed 
will  be  sustained  by  your  great  nation ;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  assuring 
3rou  that  they  will  excite  admiration,  esteem,  and 
the  most  reciprocal  feelings  of  friendship  among 
the  American  people.  I  hail  this  interchange  of 
sentiment,  therefore,  as  an  augury  that,  whatever 
else  may  happen,  whatever  misfortune  may  be- 
fidl  your  country  or  my  own,  the  peace  and 
friendship  which  now  exist  between  the  two  na- 
tions will  be,  as  it  shall  be  my  desire  to  make 
them,  perpetual." — {Doc.  119.) 

—The  Third  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylva- 
nia cavalry,  commanded  by  Major  Wm.  G.  Mc- 
Gandless,  made  a  reconnoissance  in  the  direction 
of  Barnesville,  Va.,  thoroughly  scouting  all  the 
roads  branching  from  the  WiUiamsburgh  and 
Richmond  turnpike.  Two  companies  which  re- 
mained on  the  turnpike,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Cameron,  having  been  sent  forward  as 
an  advance-guard.  Lieutenant  II.  A.  Vezin,  with 
aghtcen  men,  detained  twelve  as  a  reserve,  and 
ordered  Sergeant  Anderson,  with  six  men,  to 
march  two  hundred  yards  in  advance  of  the  col- 
umn, to  act  as  videttes,  and  if  attacked  by  a  su- 
perior force,  to  fall  back  on  the  column.  Thus 
the  squadron  marched  to  within  one  mile  of 
"  Burnt  Ordinary,"  when  a  party  of  seventy  or 
eighty  mounted  rebels  appeared,  drawn  up  in 
line  across  the  Richmond  road.  Sergeant  Ander- 
son ordered  his  men  to  fall  back,  but  immediately 
in  his  rear  appeared  some  twenty  rebels  drawn 
up  in  line,  cutting  off  the  Sergeant  and  his  party, 
and  capturing  the  whole  advance.  Seeing  his 
critical  position,  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and 
succeeded  in  cutting  his  way  back  to  Lieutenant 
Vezin  and  his  reserve,  giving  that  officer  the 
alarm,  who  immediately  ordered  his  twelve  men 
to  draw  sabre,  charge  and  give  the  rebels  the  cold 
atdcl.  Here  was  daring  with  scarce  a  parallel  in 
the  war.  One  Lieutenant,  one  sergeant,  and 
twelve  men  charging  nearly  a  hundred  rebels 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.     Dashing  forward, 


they  broke  the  rebel  ranks,  and  captured  all  their 
companions  but  one,  together  with  four  rebels 
and  five  horses  fully  equipped. 

—This  afternoon,  in  lat  23"  50',  long.  84'  17', 
the  brig  Estelle  was  captured  and  burned  by  the 
rebel  privateer  Oreto  (Florida)  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  J.  N.  Maffit. — The  army  of  the 
Potomac,  under  the  command  of  General  Bum- 
side,  broke  camp  and  began  to  move  down  to 
the  fords  on  the  Rappahannock,  for  the  purpose 
of  crossing  to  the  south  bank  of  that  river,  and 
attacking  the  rebel  army  under  General  Lee. — 
{Doc,  110.) 

— A  DEBATE  took  placc  in  the  rebel  House  of 
Representatives  on  President  Lincoln's  emanci- 
pation proclamation,  and  the  proposition  of  Jef- 
ferson Davis  to  execute  Federal  officers  in  retali- 
ation. On  this  occasion  Mr.  Foote  of  Mississippi, 
said  he  preferred,  in  lieu  of  retaliatory  measures, 
as  suggested  by  the  resolutions,  that  an  attempt 
should  be  made  to  stop  the  shedding  of  blood  by 
a  movement  to  bring  about  peace.  It  would 
strengthen  the  friends  of  peace  at  the  North,  and 
perhaps  have  the  effect  of  producing  a  state  of 
things  so  much  desired,  notwithstanding  the  op- 
position of  the  abolition  party.  *  He  signified  his 
intention  to  offer  a  resolution  hereafter — ^not  for 
the  purpose  of  yielding  one  inch  of  ground  to 
the  North,  but  to  throw  the  entire  responsibility 
upon  the  Federal  government,  if  these  scenes  of 
blood  were  to  continue.  Mr.  Dargan,  of  Alabama, 
took  the  ground  that  powers  at  war  must  retaliate. 
The  resolutions  contemplated  the  turning  over  of 
captured  officers  to  the  State  governments  and  to 
let  them  be  punished  according  to  their  laws.  Ho 
did  not  think  that  was  correct,  but  suggested  that 
the  government  should  take  the  responsibility  it- 
self Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  said  the  government 
had  no  power  to  turn  captured  officers  over  to  the 
States.  Nor  was  there  any  necessity  for  the  re- 
solutions, since  the  (rebel)  President  said  in  his 
message  that  he  would  do  it,  unless  prevented 
by  Congress.  He  favored  the  passage  of  a  law 
prohibiting  such  a  course,  and  to  repose  the  pow- 
er of  retaliation  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  gov. 
emment  When  an  officer  was  captured,  if  there 
should  be  any  cause  for  retaliation,  we  might  re- 
taliate upon  him ;  if  not,  wo  were  bound  to  ex- 
change him.  He  could  not,  by  any  law  of  nations, 
when  captured  .by  one  government,  be  turned 
over  to  another  government  for  trial.  He  would 
prefer  that  any  officer  captured  iu  any  State  after 
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the  promulgation  of  the  emancipation  proclama- 
tion should  be  instantly  hanged,  and  not  subject 
him  to  the  uncertainties  of  a  trial  by  jury. — 
Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  House 
go  into  secret  session  to  receive  the  report 
on  this  subject  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  the  House 
went  into  secret  session. 

January  20. — John  A.  Andrew,  Governor  of 
Missachusetts,  was  authorized  by  the  National 
Wit  Department,  ^^  until  further  orders,  to  raise 
such  numbers  of  volunteer  companies  of  artil- 
lery for  duty  in  the  forts  of  Massachusetts  and 
elsewho^  and  such  corps  of  infantry  for  the 
Toluiiteer  military  service  as  he  may  find  conv^- 
ient,  and  may  include  persons  of  African  descent, 
organized  into  separate  corps. *^ — War  Depart- 
tukt  Order, 

—The  rebel  steamer  Oreto  arrived  off  Havana, 
Cuba,  and  was  allowed  to  enter  and  proceed  up 
the  harbor  to  an  anchorage. — Major-General  Peck, 
m  orders  from  bis  headquarters  at  Suffolk,  Va., 
esprts<^  his  satisfiiction  at  the  soldierly  quali- 
ties exhibited  by  Colonel  Alfred  Gibbs,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  N.  Y.  S.  V.,  and  his 
confidence  in  his  disposition  and  ability  to  dis- 
char^  whatever  duties  might  fall  to  him,  with 
credit  to  himself  and  the  National  service. 

January  2h — Governor  Vance  of  North-Car- 
olins,  sent  a  message  to  the  General  Assembly 
of  that  State,  then  in  session,  informing  them 
that  since  their  adjournment  the  invaders  of  their 
Stale  had  concentrated  a  large  force  upon  the 
cooj^t,  and  were  threatening  their  remaining  sea- 
ports and  lines  of  communication ;  that  every 
preparation  possible  had  been  made  to  resist  the 
inTaders,  and,  he  hoped,  not  without  success. 
But  ctill,  that  much  remained  to  be  done  to 
strengthen  their  army  and  add  to  its  efficiency ; 
^  therefore,  offered  a  few  suggestions  to  them 
<tt  that  subject— -(i><>c.  108.) 

~Tb£  National  ship  of  war  Morning  Light,  to- 
grther  with  the  schooner  Velocity,  which  were 
blockading  the  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  were  sur- 
prised and  captured  by  the  rebel  steamers  Josiah 
Beil  and  Uncle  Ben. — Colonel  J.  B.  Douglass, 
commanding  the  Sixty-Arst  regiment  of  Missouri 
volunteers,  from  his  headquarters  at  Columbia, 
^^,  %eQt  the  following  to  General  Curtis:  '*  Late 
this  ereDing,  a  body  of  troops  under  my  com- 
tnuid,  whilst  on  a  scout  and  some  nine  miles  from 
my  headquarters,  found  a  confederate  camp,  with 
^t  and  aU  the  necessary  appurtenances  thereto. 


containing  eight  confederate  captains.  The  camp 
was  situated  in  a  very  brushy  country ;  conse- 
quently they  escaped  from  their  tent,  my  men 
following,  and  eventually  succeeding  in  capturing 
four  of  them,  after  a  brief  resistance.  We  got 
all  their  arms,  camp  equipage,  eta  The  lateness 
of  the  attack  prevented  us  from  capturing  the 
whole  of  them.  My  men  camped  on  the  ground. 
We  also  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  Porter's 
men  in  addition. 

^*  I  regret  to  say  that  two  of  my  bravest  troops 
got  seriously  wounded  in  the  fight  before  we  cap- 
tured the  four  rebel  captains.  They  never  sur- 
rendered until  they  had  exhausted  all  their  shota^ 
they  being  armed  with  double-barrelled  shot-guns, 
in  addition  to  navy  revolvers. 

^*  You  can  now  see  why  I  object  to  this  indis- 
criminate release  of  bad  men  from  prison,  and 
why  you  should  not  permit  banished  men  to  re- 
turn here." 

— Colonel  S.  H.  Mix,  Third  New- York  caval- 
ry, with  eight  companies  of  his  regiment,  re- 
turned to  Newborn,  after  a  successful  scouting 
expedition  into  Onslow,  Trent,  and  Jones  coun- 
ties, N.  C.  He  obtained  much  valuable  informa- 
tion, had  several  skirmishes  with  the  rebels,  rout- 
ing them  on  every  occasion,  captured  a  number 
of  prisoners,  arms,  mules,  etc. — {Doc.  109.) 

— The  schooner  £ttiwan,  while  attempting  to 
run  the  blockade  out  of  Swash  channel,  Charles- 
ton harbor,  was  captured  by  the  gunboat  Ottawa, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  William  D. 
Whiting. — The  rebel  Lieutenant-Colonel  Hutch- 
inson, with  one  hundred  men  of  Morgan's  cavalry, 
made  a  descent  upon  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and 
captured  a  large  party  of  National  troops  and 
carried  off  thirty  wagons. — {Bragg^n  Despatch,) 

— Galveston,  Texas,  being  occupied  by  rebel 
troops  who  were  engaged  in  erecting  defences  in 
and  around  that  city.  Commodore  H.  H.  Bell, 
commanding  the  blockading  fleet  off  that  port, 
issued  an  order  warning  the  foreign  consuls  and 
foreign  subjects  and  all  other  persons  concerned, 
that  the  city  of  Galveston  and  its  defences  were 
liable  to  be  attacked  at  any 'day  by  the  forces  of 
the  United  States  under  his  command,  and  gave 
twenty-four  hours  for  ^Mnnocent  and  helpless 
persons"  to  withdraw. — Fit^-John  Porter  was 
cashiered  and  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United 
States. 

— At  Ashton,  England,  Milner  Gibson,  M.P., 

President  of  the  British  Board  of  Trade,  doliv- 

i  ered  an  address  to  his  constituents  reviewing  tli« 
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position  of  England  toward  the  United  States. 
He  alleged  that  slavery  was  the  main  cause  of 
the  war  by  inducing  even  secession  for  its  de- 
fence. He  urged  England  to  adhere  to  her  neu- 
tral course  in  the  strictest  manner,  and  denied 
the  wisdom  of  foreign  mediation,  intervention,  or 
a  **  hasty  recognition  "  of  the  "  so-called  confed- 
erates." In  this  connection  Mr.  Gibson  recited 
statistics  setting  forth  the  largely  increased  im- 
ports of  breadstuffs  and  provisions  from  the 
United  States  to  England  during  the  year  just 
ended,  and  warned* his  hearers  that  if  the  Exe- 
cutive involved  their  country  in  a  war  with  the 
United  States  their  first  act  should  be  to  block- 
ade the  American  ports,  and  thus  cut  off  this 
immense  and  vital  supply  from  the  starving 
operatives  of  Lancashire. 

January  22. — The  second  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  Union  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the 
command  of  General  Burnside,  to  obtain  posses- 
sion of  the  southern  bank  of  the  Rappahannock 
as  a  base  of  operations  against  Richmond,  was 
unsuccessful.  The  attempt  was  foiled  by  a  rain- 
storm, which  made  the  roads  impassable. — {Doc. 
110.) 

— The  brig  Windward  was  captured  and  burned 
by  the  rebel  privateer  Oreto,  ofiF  Cuba. — John  Gill 
Shorter,  rebel  Governor  of  Alabama,  issued  an  ad- 
dress to  the  people  of  that  State,  urging  them 
again  to  come  forward  in  the  defence  of  the 
Southern  government,  and  expressing  the  hope 
that  none  would  "be  permitted  to  hide  under 
cover  of  home  from  their  appropriate  duty." — 
See  Supplement, 

January  23.— A  band  of  Tories,  (loyalists,) 
about  seventy  in  number,  "under  an  outlaw 
named  Taylor,"  were  this  day  attacked  by  a  body 
of  rebels  under  Colonel  Folk,  in  Johnson  County, 
East-Tennessee.  "  The  Tory  cavalry  and  infantry 
were  parading  in  a  field  near  the  Fish  Springs. 
Colonel  Folk  ordered  his  men  to  swim  the  river 
and  charge  them.  The  Tories  seeing  this,  aban- 
doned their  horses  and  took  shelter  upon  the 
summit  of  a  large  ridge.  Folk's  men  were  then 
dismounted,  and  charged  up  the  ridge,  completely 
dispersing  the  Tories.  All  of  their  horses  were 
captured.  Four  of  the  Tories  were  killed,  and  a 
number  wounded,  and  captured.  The  captured 
were  immediately  hung,  by  order  of  Colonel  Folk. 
Taylor  was  killed." — Richmond  Dispatch, 

— A  SEVERE  snow-storm  prevailed  at  Staunton, 
Charlotfiville,  and  other  points  in  the  Shenan- 
doah Valley,  Va.— The  National  army  and  gun- 


boats at  Arkansas  Post,  Ark.,  having  blown  up 
the  fortifications  and  demolished  every  thing  that 
could  be  made  a  means  of  offence  or  defence, 
evacuated  the  place  and  proceeded  to  Vicks- 
bui^h. — Simon  Cameron  resigned  his  position  as 
American  Minister  to  Russia. 

Jan^jLwry2A:. — General  Dodge,  commanding  the 
military  district  of  Corinth,  Miss.,  reported  that 
the  rebels  were  putting  to  death  many  of  the  in- 
habitants of  his  district,  for  the  only  reason  that 
they  were  loyal  and  Union-loving  people.  He 
gave  the  names  of  several  who  were  hanged, 
others  who  were  hunted  down  by  bloodhounds, 
and  of  others  whose  houses  were  burned  over 
their  heads. — {Doc.  111.) 

— The  steamer  Warsaw,  while  on  her  way 
to  Memphis,  was  fired  into  by  a  rebel  bat- 
tery of  two  guns,  at  Island  No.  84,  on  the 
Mississippi  River. — Brigadier-General  Daniel  S. 
Donelson  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the 
rebel  department  of  East-Tennessee,  in  the  place 
of  General  E.  Kirby  Smith. — Richmond  Whig. 

January  25. — The  organization  of  the  First 
regiment  of  colored  South-Carolina  loyal  volun- 
teers, was  this  day  completed. — General  Saxton, 
in  announcing  the  event  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
said :  "  The  regiment  is  light  infantry,  composed 
of  ten  companies  of  about  eighty-six  men  each, 
armed  with  muskets  and  officered  by  white  men. 
In  organization,  drill,  discipline,  and  morale,  this 
regiment,  for  the  length  of  time  it  has  been  in 
service,  is  not  surpassed  by  any  white  regiment 
in  this  department  Should  it  ever  be  its  good 
fortune  to  get  into  action,  I  have  no  fear  but  it 
will  win  its  way  to  the  confidence  of  those  who 
are  willing  to  recognize  courage  and  manhood, 
and  vindicate  the  wise  policy  of  the  Administra- 
tion, in  putting  these  men  into  the  field,  and 
giving  them  a  chance  to  strike  a  blow  for  the 
country  and  their  own  liberty.  In  no  regiment 
have  I  ever  seen  duty  performed  with  so  much 
cheerfulness  and  alacrity ;  and  as  sentinels,  they 
are  peculiarly  vigilant  I  have  never  seen,  in  any 
body  of  men,  such  enthusiasm,  and  deep-seated 
devotion  to  their  officers  as  exists  in  this ;  they 
will  surely  go  wherever  they  are  led.  Every  man 
is  a  volunteer,  and  seems  fully  persuaded  of  the 
importance  of  his  service  to  his  race.  In  the  or- 
ganization of  this  regiment,  I  have  labored  under 
difficulties  which  might  have  discouraged  one 
who  had  less  faith  in  the  wisdom  of  the  measure ; 
but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  tho  experiment  is  a 
complete  success.     My  belief  is,  that  when  we 
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get  A  footing  on  the  miun  land,  regiments  may  be 
raised,  which  will  do  more  than  any  now  in  ser- 
Tice  to  put  an  end  to  this  rebellion.  I  have  sent 
the  negiment  on  an  expedition  to  the  coast  of 
Georgia,  the  result  of  which  I  shall  report  for 
your  information,  as  soon  as  it  returns." — Gen- 
eral ScaUnCs  Report, 

—A  PARTY  of  rebel  cavalry  attacked  a  train  on 
the  Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  at  a 
point  nine  miles  below  Nashville,  captured  and 
paroled  fifty  prisoners,  and  made  an  attempt  to 
barn  the  cars,  but  National  reenforcements  ap- 
proaching from  different  points,  they  left,  after 
causing  a  partial  destruction  of  two  platform 
cars. — The  obsequies  of  the  rebel  Major  C.  R. 
Wheat,  were  celebrated  at  Richmond,  Va.  —  A 
battalion  of  Colonel  Mix^s  New- York  cavalry  sur- 
prised an  important  rebel  picket  station  on  the 
road  from  Kewbem  to  Einston,  S.  C,  and  cap- 
tured nine  rebel  soldiers,  with  their  arms  and  ac- 
ooutrement& 

January  26. —  Major-General  Joseph  Hooker, 
baring  been  appointed  to  succeed  Major-General 
Barnside,  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac,  and  issued  general  orders  to  that 
effect  from  his  headquarters  at  Falmouth,  Va. — 
Major-Generals  W.  B.  Franklin  and  £.  V.  Sum- 
ner relinquished  their  commands  in  the  army  of 
the  Potomac — ^At  Yicksburgh,  Miss.,  the  gun- 
boat Chillioothe  was  engaged  in  shelling  the 
lower  rebel  batteries,  without  provoking  a  return 
fire; 

— Earlt  this  morning  a  party  of  rebels  in  am- 
bosh,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  of  the  Second 
South-Carolina  infantry,  attacked  a  scouting-par- 
ty  of  twenty-one  men  from  Colonel  De  Cesnola*s 
cavalry  brigade  near  Morris ville,  Va.,  killing  a 
scout  named  Michael  A.  Fagan,  company  C, 
Fourth  New- York  cavalry,  and  wounding  another 
Boout  named  Dixon,  of  the  Ninth  New- York 
cavalry. — New-  York  Times,  February  1. 

-^Th£  bark  Golden  Rule,  Captain  White- 
bury,  belonging  to  the  Panama  Railroad  Compa- 
ny, was  captured  by  the  privateer  Alabama,  fifty 
miles  south  of  St  Domingo.  The  Alabama  sent 
a  boat's  crew  on  board  the  ship,  and  the  captain 
was  asked  if  his  cargo  belonged  to  neutral  own- 
ers. He  replied  that  it  did,  whereupon  Semmes 
demanded  the  evidence  of  the  fact  This  could 
not  be  produced,  as  the  captain  had  not  even  a 
bill  of  lading  to  show  that  his  cargo  was  shipped 
by  neutrals.  Semmes  informed  him  that  if  he 
l)sd  even  a  consular  certificate  that  any  portion 


of  his  cargo  was  the  property  of  neutrals,  he 
would  let  him  depart  unmolested.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  such  evidence  the  ofiScers  and  crew 
were  removed  to  the  Alabama,  portable  articles 
of  value  were  taken,  and  the  ship  set  on  fire  and 
destroyed.  The  captain  was  allowed  the  liberty 
of  the  ship,  but  the  mates  and  crew  were  placed 
in  irons.  The  captain  was  treated  with  great 
kindness,  and  all  hands  safely  landed  at  the  city 
of  St  Domingo. 

— A  SHORT  skirmish  took  place  at  Woodbury, 
Tenn.,  between  General  palmer's  division  of 
Grant* s  army  and  seven  rebel  regiments,  result- 
ing in  the  defeat  and  rout  of  the  latter,  with  a 
loss  of  thirty -five  killed,  including  a  rebel  colo- 
nel, and  over  one  hundred  prisoners.  General 
Palmer  had  two  killed  and  nine  wounded. — At 
Mendota,  Illinois,  a  grand  Union  meeting  was 
held  at  which  resolutions  were  adopted  and 
speeches  were  made  indorsing  the  action  of  Pres- 
ident Lincoln  and  the  Emancipation  Proclama- 
tion.— Chicago  Tribune. 

— In  the  rebel  Congress  in  session  at  Rich- 
mond, a  desultory  debate  occurred  on  a  resolu- 
tion introduced  by  Mr.  Crockett  of  Kentucky, 
with  reference  to  the  conditions  on  which  peace 
should  be  negotiated.  Mr.  Foote  of  Tennessee 
indicated  the  claims  and  interest  which  Mary- 
land would  have  in  such  a  negotiation,  as  the 
faith  of  Congress  had  been  pledged  that  peace 
should  not  be  concluded  without  securing  to  her 
a  firee  election  of  what  her  position  should  he. 
Ho  expressed  continued  faith  in  the  loyalty  and 
patriotism  of  the  people  of  Maryland,  and 
thought  that  no  more  prejudice  shduld  attach 
to  the  position  of  this  State  than  to  that  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri.  He  ridiculed  the  idea  of  a 
Border  Confederacy.  He  was  not  in  favor  of  any 
political  confederation  with  the  States  of  the 
North-West  He  had  been  misrepresented  in 
this  respect  He  was  in  favor  of  a  military 
league,  offensive  and  defensive,  with  any  one  of 
the  North-Westem  States  that  would  lay  down  her 
arms,  and  he  would  assist  and  protect  such  State 
against  the  power  of  the  Lincoln  Government 
He  thought  that  by  proper  influences  and  meth- 
ods the  North- West  could  be  disjointed  from 
New-England  and  the  Middle  States  in  this  war 
in  less  than  sixty  days. 

After  touching  a  number  of  topics  in  connec- 
tion with  the  probable  event  of  a  negotiation  for 
peace,  Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  dis- 
cuss the  whole  subject  within  the  confines  of  the 


40 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1863. 


[Jaxuakt  29. 


present  resolution  before  the  House,  but  that  he 
would  at  a  future  time  submit  some  enlarged 
resolutions  on  the  subject — Richmond  Examiner. 

Governor  Vance  of  North-Carolina,  issued  a 
proclamation  commanding  the  soldiers  of  that 
State  who  were  illegally  absent  from  their  regi- 
ments in  the  rebel  army,  to  return  to  duty  on  or 
before  the  tenth  day  of  February,  under  pain  of 
being  tried,  and,  upon  conviction,  executed  for 
desertion. 

January  27. — ^Bloomfield,  Mo.,  was  visited  by 
a  party  of  the  Sixty-^ghth  Missouri  militia,  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  James  Lindsay,  and 
a  large  number  of  rebel  guerrillas  were  driven 
out  of  the  town,  with  a  loss  of  fifty-two  prison- 
ers, seventy  horses  with  their  trappings,  and  near- 
ly one  hundred  stand  of  arms.  The  Unionists 
met  with  no  loss. — Col.  Lindsay* a  Despatch. 

— Fort  McAllister,  on  Genesis  Point,  Great 
Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  was  attacked  by  the  iron- 
clad monitor  Montauk,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  John  L.  Worden,  three  gunboats,  and  a 
mortar-schooner,  but  alter  a  bombardment  of 
many  hours*  duration,  they  fiuled  to  reduce  it — 
Savannah  News. 

— A.  D.  BoiLEAU,  the  proprietor  of  the  Phila- 
delphia Bcening  Journal,  was  this  day  arrested 
by  order  of  the  National  Government  and  taken 
to  Washington. — An  enthusiastic  Union  demon- 
stration took  place  at  Fayetteville,  Ark. — Captain 
Williamson  of  General  Weitzcrs  brigade,  had  a 
fight  with  a  small  body  of  rebel  troops  at  Indian 
Village,  on  Bayou  Plaquemine,  La.,  and  succeed- 
ed in  routing  them  without  any  material  loss  to 
the  Nationals. — New- Orleans  True  Delta. 

January  28. — ^At  St  Louis,  Mo.,  a  large  and 
enthusiastic  meeting  was  held  this  evening  to  rat- 
•  ify  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  of  President 
Lincoln.  Speeches  were  made  by  Charles  D. 
Drake  and  others,  and  a  poem  contributed  to  the 
meeting  by  W.  D.  Gallagher,  was  received  with 
unbounded  applause  and  approbation. — St.  Louis 
Democrat 

— ^Brigadier-General  Schofield  from  his 
head-quarters  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  sent  the  follow- 
ing message  to  General  Curtis :  **  Colonel  Harri- 
son telegraphs  from  Fayetteville  the  success  of  a 
Bcout  just  returned  from  Van  Buren,  Mo.,  having 
captured  the  steamer  Julia  Roan  and  three  hun- 
dred prisoners,  about  two  hundred  of  whom  were 
paroled.  The  scout  consisted  of  one  hundred 
and  tliirty  men  of  the  First  Arkansas  rivalry  and 


Tenth  Illinois  cavalry,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Stewart  No  loss  on  our  sida 
On  that  of  the  enemy,  two  killed  and  several 
wounded. — A  heavy  snow-storm  prevailed  on  the 
Rappahannock  River,  which,  partially  melting  asi 
it  fell,  put  the  roads  in  an  indescribable  condi* 
tioa 

January  29. — The  British  iron  steamer  Prin- 
cess  Royal,  laden  with  rifled  guns,  arms,  ammu* 
nition,  steam-engines,  etc.,  was  captured  ofi 
Charleston,  S.  C,  while  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade. — (Doc.  112.) 

— The  Senate  of  Missouri  passed  the  resolution 
of  the  lower  House  asking  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States  to  appropriate  twenty-five  millions 
of  dollars  for  emancipation  purposes  in  that  State» 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-six  yeas  to  two  nays. — Gen- 
eral Banks  at  New-Orleans,  issued  a  general  or- 
der  promulgating  the  confirmatory  Emancipation 
Proclamation  of  President  Lincoln. 

— A  FioET  took  place  at  Bear  River,  Washings 
ton  Territory,  between  a  force  of  Union  troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Connor,  and  a 
large  body  of  Indians,  resulting,  after  a  bloody 
contest  of  four  hours*  duration,  in  a  rout  of  the 
Indians  with  great  loss.— {Docs.  113  and  142.) 

— The  first  decision  under  President  Lincoln's 
Emancipation  Proclamation  was  made  in  St  Louis 
by  Judge  Glover,  who  decided  in  favor  of  its  le- 
gality, and  ordered  the  discharge  of  the  slave  of 
a  rebel  who  had  been  arrested  under  State  law 
for  leaving  his  master.  This  decision,  if  sus- 
tained, would  leave  Missouri  secessionists  without 
civil  authority  to  reclaim  their  slaves. — General 
McClemand's  forces  landed  on  the  Louisiana  side 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  five  miles  below  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River,  and  in  full  view  of 
the  city  of  Vicksburgh. — Missouri  Republican. 

— ^Thb  Emancipation  Societt  of  London,  Eng. 
land,  held  a  meeting  at  Exeter  Hall,  which  "  prov- 
ed to  be  one  of  the  most  important  demonstra- 
tions of  public  opinion  known  in  London  since 
the  days  of  the  League.  For  half  an  hour  be- 
fore the  time  appointed  for  the  commencement  of 
the  proceedings  the  great  hall  was  crowded,  and 
it  became  necessary  to  hold  a  second  meeting  in 
the  lower  hall,  while  a  third  meeting  was  held  in 
the  open  air,  in  Exeter  street  The  name  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  received  with  immense  applause, 
the  audience  rising  and  cheering  and  waving  their 
handkerchiefs.  During  the  course  of  the  pro- 
ceedings, the  chairman  received  telegrams  from 
Bradford  and  Stroud,  announcing  that  meetii^ 
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were  being  held  in  those  towns,  and  that  resolu- 
tioDS  had  been  passed  in  favor  of  negro  emanci- 
pation. Resolutions  sympathizing  with  the  cause 
of  .the  North,  and  advocating  the  policy  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  were  adopted,  and 
speeches  were  made  denunciatory  of  the  South, 
and  the  London  Time$. — London  Daily  News, 

January  30. — The  United  States  gunboat,  Isaac 
Smith,  under  the  command  of  Acting  Lieutenant 
Conovo',  while  reconnoitring  in  the  Stono  River, 
S.  C,  was  fired  into  by  three  masked  batteries  of 
rifled  guns^  and,  the  vessel  getting  aground,  was 
(aptured. — {Doc.  114.) 

— ^A  PARTT  of  National  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Wood,  Twenty-second  Ohio 
volunteers,  left  Trenton,  Tenn.,  and  proceeded  to 
Dyersburg,  where  they  broke  up  a  camp  of  rebel 
guerrillas,  under  the  leadership  of  Captain  Daw- 
son. Thirty-four  of  Dawson's  men  were  killed 
or  captured,  but  he  himself  escaped. 

— Yesterday  one  hundred  conscript  rebel  sol- 
diers went  into  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  and  volun- 
tarily surrendered  themselves,  declaring  their  at- 
tachment to  the  Union,  requesting  the  privilege 
of  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  to-day  two 
hundred  more  followed  their  example. 

— ToB  schooner  Hanover  of  Provincetown, 
Massachusetts,  was  captured  off  the  south  side 
of  San  Domingo  by  the  rebel  schooner  Retribu- 
tion.— Boston  Traveller, 

—X  TiGUT  took  place  at  a  point  nine  miles  from 
Suffolk,  Va.,  known  as  the  "  Deserted  House,'* 
between  a  force  of  Union  troops  under  General 
Corcoran,  and  a  body  of  rebels  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Roger  A.  Pry  or,  resulting,  after 
a  de*iperate  struggle  of  three  hours'  duration,  in 
the  retreat  of  the  rebels.  The  loss  in  this  affair 
was  about  equal  on  both  sides. — (Doc.  115.) 

January  31. — Colonel  T.  W.  Higginson  of  the 
First  South-Carolina  colored  volunteers,  yester- 
day sent  Captain  Charles  T.  Trowbridge  with  a 
detachment  of  his  regiment  to  examine  the  con- 
dition of  the  rebel  salt-works  on  the  coast  of 
Otoipa,  and  to-day  the  Captain  made  the  follow- 
ing report  of  his  operations : 

**Colo.vel:  In  accordance  with  instructions, 
I  proceeded  yesterday  in  search  of  the  salt-works 
supposed  to  be  at  King's  Bay.  They  have  not 
been  rebuilt  since  they  were  destroyed  on  a  for- 
mer expedition. 

•'Changing  our  course,  we  found  salt-works 
about  five  miles  up  Crooked  River,  on  the  main 
JOmL    After  a  march  of  two  miles  across  the 
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marsh,  with  thirty  men,  and  drawing  a  boat  to 
enable  us  to  cross  an  intervening  creek,  we  de- 
stroyed them.  There  were  twenty -two  large 
boilers,  two  store-houses,  a  large  quantity  of  salt, 
two  canoes,  together  with  barrels,  vats,  etc.,  used 
in  manufacturing  the  salt" 

— Earlt  this  morning  the  rebel  iron-clad 
steamers  Palmetto  State  and  Chicora,  accompa- 
nied by  three  small  steamers,  the  General  Clinch, 
Ettiwan,  and  Chesterfield,  attacked  the  United 
States  blockading  fleet  off  Charleston,  and  dis- 
abled two  of  the  vessels. — (Doc.  116.) 

— This  day  while  Kenuett's  National  cavalry 
were  out  on  a  scout  from  the  vicinity  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  they  unexpectedly  came  on  Wheeler'g 
brigade  of  febel  cavalry  while  the  latter  were  be- 
ing paid  off  at  Rover,  a  little  village  on  the  Shel- 
byville  and  Nolensville  road,  eighteen  miles  from 
the  former  town.  A  brief  hand-to-hand  sabre 
fight  ensued,  which  terminated  in  the  complete 
rout  of  the  rebels,  who  left  on  the  field  twelve 
killed,  about  the  same  number  of  wounded,  and 
lost  three  hundred  prisoners.  A  few  of  the 
Union  soldiers  were  wounded,  but  they  did 
not  lose  a  man. — Louisville  Journal. 

— The  arrest  of  deserters  in  Morgan  County, 
Indiana,  being  resisted.  Colonel  Carrington,  com- 
mander of  the  National  forces  at  Indianapolis, 
sent  a  squadron  of  cavalry  to  oppose  the  resist- 
ance. The  cavahry  were  met  and  fired  on  by  the 
mob,  when  they  charged,  dispersing  the  rioters 
and  capturing  six  citizens  and  the  deserters. — 
The  Senate  of  the  United  States  passed  a  resolu- 
tion tendering  a  vote  of  thanks  to  Commander  J. 
L.  Worden,  for  good  conduct  in  the  fight  between 
the  Monitor  and  Merrimac,  in  March,  1862. — 
A  body  of  National  troops,  under  General  Jeff.  C. 
Davis,  entered  Shelby ville,  Tenn. 

February  1. — General  Robert  B.  Mitchell,  com- 
manding the  National  forces  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
admiring  the  zeal  evinced  by  certain  secession 
families,  in  administering  to  the  wants  and  allevi- 
ating the  sufferings  of  the  confederate  wounded 
carried  to  that  city  this  day,  and  ^*  desiring  to 
give  them  still  greater  facilities  for  the  exercise  of 
that  devotion  which  to-day  led  them  through  the 
mud  of  the  public  streets,  unmindful  of  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  and  desiring  further  to 
obviate  the  necessity  of  that  public  display,  which 
must  be  repugnant  to  the  retiring  dispositions  of 
the  softer  sex,"  ordered  his  medical  director  **  to 
select  forty-five  of  the  sick  and  wounded  confeder- 
ate soldiers,  to  be  brought  from  the  front  and 
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quartered  as  follows:  Fifteen  at  the  house  of 
Mrs.  McGall,  fifleen  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Buchanan, 
and  fifteen  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Sandy  Carter,  all 
on  Cherry  street,  immediately  belovr  Church 
street ; "  each  family  to  be  held  responsible  for 
the  safe  delivery  of  the  confederate  soldiers  thus 
assigned,  on  the  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  their 
property  and  personal  liberty. — General  Mitch- 
eWs  Order, 

— The  second  attack  on  Fort  McAllister  at  Ge- 
nesis Point,  Qa.,  was  made  this  day,  resulting  in 
the  retirement  of  the*  National  fleet  without  any 
material  damage  to  the  rebels,  except  killing  Major 
John  B.  Gallic,  the  commander  of  the  rebel  forces. 
The  National  iron-clad  Montauk,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Commander  J.  L.  Worden,  occupied  the 
advance  position  in  the  engagement  and  received 
sixty -one  shots,  retiring  without  a  man  injured. 

— Franklin,  Tenn.,  was  this  day  occupied  by 
the  National  forces,  under  the  command  of  Colo- 
nel Robert  Johnson.  The  rebel  General  Forrest 
and  staff  narrowly  escaped,  while  one  of  his  cap- 
tains and  two  men  were  captured.  The  Nationals 
lost  one  man  killed. — The  Legislature  of  North- 
Carolina  adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  vindi- 
cating the  loyalty  of  the  State  to  the  rebel 
government,  and  protesting  against  any  settle- 
ment of  the  struggle  which  '^  would  not  secure 
the  entire  independence  of  the  confederate 
States  of  America." — A.  D.  Boileau  was  released 
from  Fort  McHenry,  Md. 

—To-NioHT  an  attack  was  made  on  Island  No. 
Ten  by  a  large  body  of  rebels,  composed  of  cavalry, 
infantry,  and  artillery.  They  had  crossed  the 
Obion  River  and  stationed  themselves  on  the 
Tennessee  shore  with  three  six-pounders.  A  Na- 
tional transport,  passing  just  as  they  arrived,  was 
fired  at  and  compelled  to  surrender.  Soon  after, 
the  gunboat  New  Era  arrived  and  immediately 
opened  fire  on  the  rebels,  who,  after  receiving  one 
hundred  shots  from  the  gunboat,  made  a  hasty 
retreat,  leaving  the  transport,  which  had  been 
captured,  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  There  were 
no  casualties  on  the  National  side. — The  Quakers, 
of  New-York,  Maryland,  Delaware,  and  Pennsyl- 
v<inia,  memorialized  Congress,  asking  exemption 
from  the  draft  and  the  procurement  of  substitutes, 
and  from  the  fines,  wfiich  they  deemed  a  penalty 
imposed  for  exercising  "  the  right  of  conscience 
against  the  shedding  of  blood." — Colonel  T.  W. 
Higginson,  of  the  First  South-Carolina  colored 
regiment,  made  a  full  and  explicit  official  report 


of  the  successful  operations  of  his  forcc3  ia 
Georgia  and  Florida. — See  Supplement, 

— Colonel  Stokes's  regiment  of  loyal  Tennes* 
see  cavalry  and  one  of  Kentucky  volunteers, 
dashed  upon  a  rebel  camp  at  Middleton,  Tennes- 
see, and  by  a  brilliant  sabre  charge  succeeded  in 
surprising  the  enemy  and  capturing  his  camp 
equipage,  horses,  wagons,  stores,  and  over  one 
hundred  prisoners.  Among  the  latter  were  the 
noted  Major  Douglass  and  all  the  officers  of  his 
battalion. — Colonel  Percy  Wyndham,  with  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Fifth  and  First  Virginia  cav- 
alry, surprised  Warrenton,  Va.,  and  sent  strong 
patrols  to  the  Rappahannock,  at  Sulphur  Springs 
and  Waterloo. — A  debate  on  the  free  navigation 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  was  held  to-day,  in  the 
rebel  Congress  at  Richmond. 

February  3. — A  fight  took  place  at  Mingo 
Swamp,  Missouri,  between  a  detachment  of  Union 
troops  under  the  command  of  Major  Recder,  and 
a  numerous  gang  of  rebel  guerrillas  under  the 
leadership  of  Dan  McGee,  resulting  in  a  com- 
plete rout  of  the  latter.  McGee  and  eight  of  his 
men  were  killed,  and  twenty  wounded. — [Dot, 

iir.) 

— A  SUCCESSFUL  reconnoissance  was  this  day 
made  to  Liberty,  Auburn,  and  Lebanon,  Tenn., 
by  a  body  of  National  troops  under  the  command 
of  General  J.  J.  Reynolds.  They  obtained  im- 
portant information  concerning  the  position  and 
operations  of  the  rebel  forces;  ascertained  that 
the  inhabitants  of  many  portions  of  Tennessee 
hitherto  un visited  by  National  troops,  were  loyal 
to  the  Union  ;  obtained  large  material  results  in 
the  capture  of  supplies,  and  in  destroying  rebel 
means  of  support ;  l)roke  up  a  rebel  camp,  dis- 
persing the  rebels  in  all  directions ;  had  several 
skirmishes  with  guerrillas,  routing  them  on  each 
occasion  with  great  slaughter. 

— Fort  Donelson,  Tennessee,  garrisoned  by  only 
six  hundred  of  the  Eighty-third  Dlinois,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Harding,  was  attacked 
by  a  large  rebel  force  under  Generals  Wheeler 
and  Forrest,  and  after  a  desperate  contest  of  five 
hours^  duration,  the  rebels  were  repulsed  and  re- 
treated.—{i)oc.  118.) 

February  4. — Colonel  George  E.  Waring,  Jr., 
commanding  the  cavalry  division  in  the  brigade 
of  General  J.  W.  Davidson,  made  a  descent  on 
Batesville,  Ark.,  driving  the  rebels  under  Mar- 
maduke  out  of  the  town,  killing  and  wounding 
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nuwjf  and  capturing  some  prisoners  ;  among 
them.  Colonel  Adams.  Captain  Roses,  of  the 
Fourth  Missouri  cavalry,  led  the  charge  into  the 
town  most  gallantly.  Such  of  the  rebels  as  could 
not  crowd  into  the  boats,  swam  the  rirer.  Col- 
onel Waring  remounted  his  men  from  the  country. 
—General  Davidson^ t  Despatch. 

— Thasksoiyiho  was  celebrated  in  Texas, 
''for  the  successes  that  had  attended  the  con- 
federate arms.*'  —  The  ram  Fulton,  on  the 
way  to  Vicksburgh,  was  fired  into  by  a 
rebel  battery  at  Cypress  Bend,  and  disabled. 
One  negro  on  board  was  killed,  and  another,  so 
frightened  that  he  jumped  overboard  and  was 
drowned.  Before  the  rebels  could  capture  the 
ram,  the  steamers  Rattler  and  Wilson  came  up 
and  dispersed  them. 

—The  National  troops  had  a  brief  skirmish 
with  a  small  body  of  rebels,  five  miles  fi*om 
Like  Providence,  in  which  they  lost  several 
men,  and  over  thirty  of  the  rebels  were  killed, 
wounded,  and  captured.  More  than  ninety 
horses  were  taken. — The  examination  of  Rev.  R. 
J.  Graves  took  place  at  Uillsboro,  N.  C,  before 
Judge  M.  £.  Manly,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
W2S  bound  over  to  appear  at  the  rebel  court  at 
Hichmond,  Va.,  to  stand  his  trial  on  a  charge  of 
treafioa — JSahigh  Progress, 

February  5. — Captain  Wm.  K.  Ranney,  of  the 
Fortieth  regiment  of  Missouri  militia,  while  on  a 
scouting  expedition  on  Bear  Creek,  Johnson  Co., 
Mo.,  encountered  a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas.  *^  On 
seeing  them  he  put  spurs  to  his  horse  and  com- 
manded his  men  to  follow,  which  they  did  with  a 
will,  and  coming  up  with  the  enemy,  routed  them 
00  the  double-quick,  the  fleeing  rebels  leaving 
Beren  dead  on  the  field.  Pursuing  the  rebels 
ibout  seven  miles,  night  came  on,  and  the 
weather  being  extremely  cold,  he  gave  up  the 
chase.  Captain  Ranney  and  all  of  his  men  es- 
caped unharmed.*' — Lieutenant- Colonel  Broten^s 
Bfport, 

— Thb  British  Parliament  was  opened  and 
the  Queen's  speech  was  read,  in  which  she  said : 
'^Her  Majesty*  s  relations  with  foreign  Powers 
continue  to  be  friendly  and  satisfactory.  Her 
Majesty  has  abstained  from  taking  any  step  with 
a  view  to  induce  a  cessation  of  the  conflict  between 
the  contending  parties  in  the  North- American 
States,  because  it  has  not  yet  seemed  to  Her 
Majesty  that  any  such  overtures  could  be  at- 
tended with   a  probability  of  success.      Her 


Majesty  has  viewed  with  the  deepest  concern  the 
desolating  warfare  which  still  rages  in  these 
r^ons ;  and  she  has  witnessed  with  heartfelt 
grief  the  severe  distress  and  suffering  which  that 
war  has*  inflicted  upon  a  large  class  of  Her  Majes- 
ty's subjects,  but  which  have  been  borne  by  them 
with  noble  fortitude  and  with  exemplary  resigna- 
tion. It  is  some  consolation  to  be  led  to  hope 
that  this  suffering  and  this  distress  are  rather 
diminishing  than  increasing,  and  that  some  re 
vival  of  employment  is  beginning  to  take  place  in 
the  manufacturing  districts." 

— A  S3CALL  detachment  of  National  cavalry  was 
attacked  at  Wigginton's  Mills,  near  Stafford  Store, 
Va.  At  the  first  fire,  Dixon,  the  scout  who  wag 
wounded  a  few  days  previous  in  a  skirmish  with  t 
party  of  South-Carolinians,  was  again  wounded 
seriously.  The  rebels  were  finally  dispersed,  and 
several  of  the  neighboring  farmers  were  arrested. 
— Ifew-Yorh  Times, 

— Captain  Robert  Maupin,  of  the  rebel  army, 
was  captured  in  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  Mo., 
by  a  party  of  National  troops  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Russell,  of  the  Sixty -First 
Missouri  regiment. — Missouri  Statesman, 

February  6. — A  detachment  from  companies 
H  and  F,  of  the  Fifth  New- York  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Penfield,  made  a  raid 
into  Middleburgh,  Va.,  and  at  Aldie  captured 
eight  of  the  First  Virginia  rebel  cavalry,  and  the 
post-master  at  Little  Washington.  They  were  en 
route  to  a  ball  given  to  them  by  the  citizens  of 
that  place,  and  were  fully  armed  and  equipped. — 
The  rebel  Colonel  Cushman,  the  celebrated  ^*  cot- 
ton-burner," was  arrested  at  his  residence,  near 
Ripley,  Tenn.,  and  taken  to  Columbus. — Cincir^ 
nati  Gazette, 

— ^A  PARTY  of  the  Twelfth  Virginia  rebel  cav- 
alry, attacked  the  mail-coach  between  Martins- 
burgh  and  Winchester,  Va.,  this  afternoon,  and 
captured  the  driver  and  occupants  of  the  coach| 
Brigadier-General  CIuseret*s  assistant  adjutant- 
general  and  aid-de-camp  among  the  number. 
The  aid  managed  to  escape,  and  reported  the  af- 
fair to  General  Milroy,  who  immediately  ordered 
out  two  companies  of  the  First  Now- York  cavalry 
to  cut  off  their  retreat  Companies  A  and  K, 
commanded  by  Captain  Jones,  and  Lieutenant 
Laverty  respectively,  were  sent  out  Captain 
Jones  left  Lieutenants  Laverty  and  Watkins  with 
a  small  party  at  Millwood,  thirteen  miles  from 
Winchester,  while  he  and  Lieutenant  Boyd  went 
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on  still  further.  The  Captain's  party  had  scarcely 
moved  away,  when  the  rebels  made  their  appear- 
ance at  Millwood,  with  all  they  had  captured. 
Lieutenant  Laverty  ifomediatcly  ordered  a  charge, 
and  dashed  upon  them,  when  the  rebels  broke 
and  ran,  though  fighting  desperately  as  they  fled. 
They  were  chased  seven  miles.  The  expedition 
resulted  in  the  recapture  of  all  which  the  rebels  had 
taken,  and  the  killing  of  one  of  them,  and  taking 
prisoner  of  another.  The  escape  of  the  remainder 
of  the  rebels  was  owing  to  its  being  night  Lieu- 
tenant Laverty  was  the  only  one  injured,  on  the 
National  side. 

February  7. — This  morning  a  deserter  from 
the  rebel  army  came  to  the  National  headquarters 
at  York  town,  Va.,  and  stated  that  there  were 
some  twenty-five  more  of  the  rebels  nine  miles 
from  Williamsbuigh  that  wanted  to  give  them 
selves  up,  but  were  afraid  to  come  into  the 
lines  for  fear  of  being  fired  upon.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Lewis,  in  command  of  the  Fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania, sent  a  squadron  of  his  cavalry  after  them. 
When  the  main  body  of  the  squadron  had  reached 
the  spot  where  the  men  were  said  to  be  waiting, 
they  were  fired  upon  by  guerrillas  in  ambush, 
and  twenty  saddles  were  emptied  the  first  volley. 
At  the  same  time  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  was 
seen  charging  down  the  road  at  some  distance 
off.  What  remained  of  the  Union  cavalry,  im- 
mediately started  to  receive  them.  They  had 
Just  got  under  good  speed,  when  they  came  in 
contact  with  telegraph  wires  that  the  guerrillas 
had  suspended  across  the  road  and  tied  to  the 
trees  on  each  side,  throwing  horses  and  riders  to 
the  ground  and  tumbling  them  in  a  heap  to- 
gether, cutting  and  bruising  both  man  and  horse 
terribly.  One  captain  and  one  lieutenant  were 
taken  prisoners,  one  captain  was  mortally  wound- 
ed, and  one  lieutenant  was  killed.  Thirty-five  of 
the  men  were  missing,  and*  were  cither  killed  or 
taken  prisoners. 

— The  guerrilla  leader,  Captain  Dawson,  and 
several  of  his  men,  were  this  day  captured  by  a 
detachment  of  Union  troops,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Wood,  Twenty-second  Ohio  volunteers, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Dyersburgh,  Tenn. — Chicago 
Tribune. 

— TuE  steamers  T.  D.  Wagner,  Leopard,  and 
Ruby,  all  from  Nassau,  N.  P.,  with  ^Uarge  and 
valuable  cargoes,'*  ran  the  blockade  and  arrived 
at  Cliarleston,  S.  C,  at  an  early  hour  this  morn- 
ing.— J.  P.  Benjamin,  the  rebel  Secretary  of  State, 
addressed  a  circular  to  the  foreign  consuls  in  the 


Southern  States,  informing  them  that  the  Na- 
tional fleets  having  been  dispersed  at  Galveston, 
and  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  those  ports  were  open  to 
the  trade  of  the  merchants  of  their  several  na- 
tions.— ^Eli  Thayer,  at  the  Cooper  Institute  at 
New- York,  delivered  an  address  advocating  the 
colonization  of  Florida  with  loyal  colonists  from 
the  North. 

February  8. — Colonel  W.  R.  Penick,  from  his 
headquarters  at  Independence,  Mo.,  sent  a  de- 
tachment of  fifty  men  from  the  Fifth  cavalry  of 
Missouri  volunteer^,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant D.  A.  Colvin,  in  pursuit  of  a  guerrilla  camp, 
which  he  ascertained  existed  in  the  vicinity.  Ilis 
scout  came  up  with  the  enemy  at  two  o'clock  this 
afternoon,  when  a  running  fight  commenced, 
which  lasted  about  thirty  minutes,  and  resulted 
in  the  rout  of  the  guerrillas,  with  eight  killed, 
two  wounded,  and  all  their  arms  captured.  To 
test  the  fighting  qualities  of  the  n<^o,  Colonel 
Penick  sent  a  contraband  with  the  party  at  his 
own  request  The  negro  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  shoulder,  but  expressed  "  his  willingness 
to  again  tight  the  bushwhackers  as  soon  as  he 
should  recover." — Colonel  Penick^ $  Report. 

— ^The  expedition  under  Generals  Davis  and 
Morgan,  sent  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in  pursuit 
of  Forrest  and  Wheeler's  rebel  force,  who  were 
retreating  to  the  West,  returned  this  evening. 
Seven  miles  east  of  Charlotte,  thirty  rebel  pri.son- 
ers  were  captured,  among  whom  were  Colonel 
Carroll,  and  Major  Rembrant,  of  Forrest's  staff. — 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  was  entered  and  occupied  by 
the  National  forces,  who  succeeded  in  capturing 
six  hundred  rebels,  most  of  them  belonging  to 
the  command  of  General  Morgan. — The  work 
of  cutting  the  canal  at  Vicksburgh  continued 
rapidly,  a  large  force  being  engaged  upon  it  night 
and  day. — Rear-Admiral  Porter  reported  the  cap- 
ture of  three  rebel  transport  steamers  on  the  Red 
River,  Ark.,  by  the  Queen  of  the  West,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Ellet — The  circulation 
of  the  Chicago  Times  newspaper  was  prohibited 
in  the  command  of  General  Uurlbut,  by  a  general 
order  issued  at  Memphis,  Tenn. 

February  9. — A  cavalry  skirmish  occurred 
near  Summerville,  Va.,  between  a  detachment  of 
Union  cavalry  belonging  to  Major  Knox's  com- 
mand, and  a  scouting-party  of  rebels,  in  which 
the  latter  were  compelled  to  retreat,  with  tho 
loss  of  several  of  their  number  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  National  party  were  unii\jured. — Phi- 
ladelphia Inquirer. 
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— It  haying  been  frequentlj  reported  to  Gen- 
enl  Rosecmns,  that  rebel  soldiers  approached 
his  lines,  near  Murfreeboro,  Tenn.,  dressed  in 
the  uniform  of  the  National  troops,  and  that  thej 
had  even  carried  the  colors  of  the  United  States, 
like  savages  to  decetre  his  men,  he  ordered  that 
none  so  dressed  should  receive,  when  captured, 
the  rights  of  prisoners  of  war,  and  that  in  batUe, 
no  quarter  should  be  given  them. — General  Or- 
der9  No,  16. 

February  10. — George  P.  Hodges,  of  Kentucky, 
introduced  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion in  the  rebel  House  of  Representatives,  which 
was  agreed  to: 

WKerea9y  information  has  reached  this  Con- 
gress of  the  passage  by  the  Congress  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  of  a  bill  for  the  enlistment  of  negroes 
as  soldiers  in  the  armies  of  the  United  Stafes, 
which  armies  are  to  be  engaged  in  the  farther  in- 
vasion of  the  confederate  States  of  America ; 

And  whereas^  the  Constitutions  both  of  the 
confederate  States  and  the  United  States  recog- 
nize Africans  and  their  descendants  as  property ; 

And  toherecu,  we  cannot  consent  to  any  change 
m  their  political  status  and  condition ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
bringing  in  a  bill  providing  the  proper  forms  for 
the  disposition  of  all  negroes  or  mulattoes  who  may 
be  captured  from  the  enemy  in  such  manner  that 
those  of  them  who  are  fugitives  from  their  mas- 
ters may  be  returned  to  their  rightful  owners,  and 
those  for  whom  no  masters  can  be  found  shall  be 
sold  into  perpetual  bondage,  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  a  fund  to  reimburse  citizens  of  this  Con- 
federacy who  have  lost  their  slave  property  by 
reason  of  the  interference  therewith  by  the  enemy. 

—A  pioHT  took  place  at  Old  River,  La.,  between 
a  National  force,  under  Captain  T.  Tucker  of 
the  First  Kansas  volunteers,  and  the  First  bat- 
talion of  the  Third  regiment  of  Louisiana  caval-. 
rj.-^Doe.  130.) 

—A.  D.  Madont,  President  of  the  "Prisoners 
of  State  Association,"  published  a  notice  calling 
upon  ^*  all  such  persons  as  had  been  arrest(id  with- 
out charge,  imprisoned  without  trial,  and  dis- 
charged from  confinement  on  the  mere  order  of 
Abraham  Lincoln,  or  of  some  one  of  his  subordi- 
nates, to  convene  on  the  fourth  day  of  March  next, 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
vising, adopting,  and  putting  into  practical  eflTect, 
luch  means  as  might  be  deemed  best  to  obtain 
satiaiaction  for  the  outrages  to  which  we,  prison- 


ers of  state,  have  been  subjected,  and  reparation 
done  us  in  person  and  property,  and  for  the 
further  purpose  of  doing  what  becomes  us  as 
American  patriots  to  preserve  our  Constitution 
and  Government  from  total  subversion,  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people  from  subjection  to  arbitrary 
power." 

— Information  was  received  at  the  War  De- 
partment at  Washington,  that  a  party  of  loyal 
Delaware  and  Shawnee  Indians,  of  Kansas,  had 
taken  the  rebel  Wachita  agency  in  Texas,  killed 
Leopcr  the  agent,  and  captured  a  hundred  disloy- 
al Indians,  together  with  a  large  number  of  horses, 
papers  and  rebel  bonds.  Among  the  papers  were 
treaties  made  with  the  rebel  government,  and 
signed  by  Albert  Pike.  The  party  returned  to 
Kansas,  with  the  loss  of  four  men. 

February  11. — ^William  H.  Seward,  Secretary 
of  State,  in  answer  to  the  call  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  for  information  concerning  the 
French  Minister's  (M.  Mercier)  visit  to  Richmond, 
Va.,  said  that  **  since  March  fourth,  18G1,  no 
communication,  direct  or  indirect,  formal  or  in- 
formal, save  in  relation  to  prisoners  of  war,  has 
been  held  by  this  Government,  or  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  with  the  insurgents,  their  aiders  or 
abettors ;  no  passport  has  been  granted  to  any 
foreign  Minister  to  pass  the  military  lines,  except 
by  the  President's  direction."  —  At  the  Lord 
Mayors  banquet  at  London,  this  day,  the  rebel 
Commissioner,  J.  M.  Mason,  was  present,  and  de- 
livered a  speech. — London  Nevos, 

February  12. — Qovemor  Curtin,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, sent  a  message  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  that  State,  recommending  the 
passage  of  a  joint  resolution,  earnestly  requesting 
that  Congress  should  pass  laws  defining  and  pun- 
ishing offences  against  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  providing  for  the  fair  and 
speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury,  of  persons 
charged  with  such  offences,  in  the  loyal  and  un- 
disturbed States,  so  that  the  guilty  might  justly 
suffer,  and  the  innocent  be  relieved. — (JDoc.  121.) 

— The  ship  Jacob  Bell  was  captured  and 
burned,  in  lat  24°,  Ion.  65°,  by  the  rebel  priv^ 
teer  Florida. 

February  13. — A  large  and  enthusiastic  public 
meeting  of  unconditional  Union  men  was  this 
evening  held  in  the  city  of  Leavenworth,  Kansas. 
Speeches  were  made  by  General  Blunt,  and  oth- 
ers, and  loyal  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted,  proclaiming  "all  who  ask  for  peaf:e  with 
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rebels  in  arms  against  the  Government,  except  on 
the  terms  of  unconditional  submission  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  the  laws,  or  who  propose  a  separa 
tion  of  the  Union  in  any  manner,"  to  be  traitors, 
and  indorsing  the  President's  Emancipation  Pro- 
clamation. 

— Yestekday,  about  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, a  squad  of  Baylor's  rebel  cavalry  attacked 
a  small  scouting-party  of  twelve  men,  of  the 
Twelfth  Pennsylvania  cavalry  from  Keameysville, 
near  Smithfield,  Va.,  killing  one,  wounding  two, 
and  capturing  four  men  and  several  horses.  About 
fbur  o'clock  p.m..  General  Kelly's  scouts  from 
Harper's  Ferry,  Md,,  fell  in  with  the  same  party 
a  few  miles  south  of  Charlestown,  and  after  a 
running  fight  of  several  miles  recaptured  the  men 
and  horses,  and  captured  Lieutenant  Baylor,  two 
of  his  men,  and  several  horses. — General  Kelly'e 
Despatch, 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  to-day  in  the  vicinity 
of  Bolivar,  Tenn.,  between  a  detachment  of  Na- 
tional cavalry  and  a  body  of  rebels,  in  which  four 
of  the  latter  were  killed,  five  taken  prisoners,  and 
a  number  wounded.  The  rebels  also  lost  several 
of  their  horses.  The  Union  party  had  none  killed 
or  wounded. — CAieago  TVibune, 

— -To-NioHT  the  United  States  gunboat  Indiano- 
la,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Brown,  success- 
fully passed  the  rebel  batteries  before  Vicksburgh. 
Twenty  heavy  guns  were  fired  at  her,  but  she  es- 
caped without  being  hit— The  steamer  Douglass 
ran  out  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  with  James  B.  Clay, 
of  Kentucky,  on  board,  as  a  passenger,  for  Liver- 
pool She  successfully  passed  the  blockading 
^eet— Charleston  Mercury, 

February  14. — A  squadron  of  the  Fifth  Michi- 
gan cavalry  regiment  was  surprised  at  Annan- 
dale,  Va.,  by  a  superior  force  of  rebels,  and  were 
forced  to  retreat  with  a  loss  of  fifteen  killed  and 
missing  and  several  wounded. — ^The  rebel  steam- 
er Era  No.  Five,  laden  with  four  thousand  five 
hundred  bushels  of  com,  was  this  day  captured 
in  the  Red  River,  La.,  by  the  United  States  gun- 
boat Queen  of  the  West,  under  the  command  of 
t)olonel  Charles  R.  Ellet 

— The  United  States  gunboat  Queen  of  the 
West  got  aground  near  Gordon's  Landing,  Red 
River,  La.,  in  full  range  of  a  powerful  rebel  bat- 
tery which  poured  into  her  several  volleys  of  shot 
and  shell,  cutting  the  steam-pipe,  thereby  neces- 
sitating her  abandonment — {Doc.  105.) 

February  15.— A  party  of  the  One  Hundred 


and  Twenty-third  Illinois  regiment,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  James  Monroe,  in  company 
with  twenty  of  Stokes's  Tennessee  cavalry,  en- 
countered a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  belonging  to 
Gen.  J.  H.  Morgan's  force,  at  a  point  near  Caines- 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  after  a  sharp  conflict  completely 
routed  them,  killing  twenty,  wounding  a  large 
number,  and  taking  six  prisoners.  He  also  cap- 
tured fifty  horses  and  destroyed  three  hundred 
stands  of  arms.  During  the  action  three  of  Col- 
onel Monroe's  men  were  wounded. — Cineinnati 
Oazette, 

— A  DETACHMENT  of  fourtecu  men  of  the  Sec- 
ond Minnesota  volunteers,  under  the  command 
of  Sergeant  L.  N.  Holmes,  while  escorting  a 
wagon-train  near  Nolensville,  Tenn.,  were  at- 
tacked by  a  party  of  rebel  guerrilla  cavalry,  num- 
bering one  hundred  and  thirty-five  men.  The 
small  Union  party  stood  firm,  and  returned  the 
rebel  fire  with  such  effect,  that  in  a  few  minutes 
they  had  killed  eight,  wounded  twenty,  and  taken 
four  of  their  number  prisoners,  beside  killing 
eight  horses  and  capturing  four.  The  rest  of  the 
rebel  party  retreated. — Nashville  Union, 

— A  FIGHT  took  place  at  Arkadelphia,  Ark.,  be- 
tween a  small  party  of  Unionists  under  the  com- 
mand of    Captain  Brown,   which    lasted 

from  sunrise  until  noon,  when  the  rebels  were 
routed,  with  a  loss  of  fourteen  killed  and  twelve 
wounded.  Captain  Brown  lost  two  killed  and 
twelve  wounded. — General  Hooker  issued  an  or- 
der to  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  announcing  that 
the  order  of  the  War  Department  authorizing  the 
enlistment  of  volunteers  into  the  regular  service 
had  been  rescinded. 

February  16. — The  act  for  enrolling  and  call- 
ing out  the  National  forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, was  passed  by  the  Senate  of  the  United 
States  at  midnight — {See  Supplement,) 

February  IT. — ^In  the  British  House  of  Com- 
mons Mr.  Bentick  rose  to  ask  the  noble  Lord  at 
the  head  of  the  government  whether  the  govern- 
ment were  in  possession  of  any  official  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  reported  defeat  by  the 
rebels  of  the  blockading  squadron  off  Charleston; 
and  if  so,  whether  that  information  was  of  a 
character  to  raise  the  question  of  the  legality  of 
the  future  blockade  of  that  port  Lord  Pahner- 
ston  replied  th^t  Her  Majesty's  government  had 
had  no  information  with  r^;ard  to  the  transac- 
tion other  than  that  which  had  been  conveyed  by 
the  telegrams.  They  simply  state  that  the  block- 
ade was  raised  on  tixe  morning  of  one  day,  and 
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reim|X)scd  on  the  succeeding  day.  With  regard 
to  the  application  of  the  general  law  of  nations 
to  a  transaction  of  that  kind,  his  lordship  would 
give  no  opinion,  because,  he  said,  the  application 
of  that  law  depended  so  much  upon  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  until  it  was  well  known 
what  had  really  happened,  it  would  be  improper 
in  Her  Majesty's  government  to  commit  them- 
selves to  any  opinion  as  to  the  effect  which  this 
occurrence  might  have. 

—At  a  point  five  miles  west  of  Romney,  Va., 
a  forage  train  under  an  escort  composed  of  com- 
panies from  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Ohio  infantry, 
was  captured  by  a  party  of  rebels  who  escaped 
with  the  train,  alter  paroling  the  Nationals,  who 
were  allowed  to  return  to  Romney. — Pittsburgh 
ChrofiiclA. 

February  17. — ^By  order  of  General  Grant  all 
restrictions  imposed  on  the  circulation  of  the 
Chicago  TifiMa,  were  rescinded. — The  steamer 
Hercules  was  burned  by  guerrillas  this  day  at  a 
point  a  few  miles  above  Memphis,  Tenn. — A  heavy 
snow-storm  prevailed  on  the  Rappahauiock  and 
its  vicinity, 

Ftbruary  18. — ^At  Charleston,  S.  C,  General 
Beauregard  issued  the  following  proclamation: 
"  It  has  become  my  solemn  duty  to  inform  the 
authorities  and  citizens  of  Charleston  and  Savan- 
nnh  that  the  movements  of  the  enemy's  fleet  in- 
dicate an  earl  J  land  and  naval  attack  on  one  or 
both  cities,  and  to  urge  that  persons  unable  to 
tike  an  active  part  in  the  struggle  shad  retire.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  that  this  temporary  separation 
of  some  of  you  from  your  homes  will  be  made 
without  alarm  or  undue  haste,  thus  showing  that 
the  only  feeling  which  animates  you  in  this  hour 
of  supreme  trial  is  the  right  of  being  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  defence  of  your  homes,  your  al- 
urs,  and  the  graves  of  your  kindred.  Carolini- 
U1S  and  Georgians  I  the  hour  is  at  hand  to  prove 
jour  country's  cause.  Let  all  able-bodied  men 
from  the  sea-board  to  the  mountains  rush  to  arms. 
Be  not  too  exacting  in  the  choice  of  weapons. 
Pikes  and  scythes  will  do  for  exterminating  your 
enemies,  spades  and  shovels  for  protecting  your 
firesides.  To  arms,  fellow-citizens !  Come  to 
share  with  us  oar  danger,  our  brilliant  success, 
or  our  glorious  death.'* — About  noon  to-day  ten 
wagons  sent  oat  on  a  foraging  expedition  frx>m 
Memphis,  were  attacked  and  ciq>tured  in  Non- 
oonnah  Bottom,  by  a  party  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  rebel  cavalry. 


— Secretart  Cbasb  transmitted  to  Congress 
to-day  a  report  of  Hiram  Barney,  Government 
cotton  agent  at  New- York,  the  footings  of^hich 
showed  that  he  had  sold  at  public  auction  since 
the  blockade  commenced,  three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  twenty-five  bales  of  sea  island 
and  upland  cotton,  and  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-nine  bales  of  unginned  cotton, 
valued  at  six  hundred  and  ninety-six  thousand 
five  hundred  and  sixty-two  dollars. 

— Thb  siege  of  Vicksburgh  was  commenced 
to-day  by  the  Union  mortar-boats,  which  threw 
a  number  of  shells  into  the  city.  The  rebels 
opened  three  batteries  of  heavy  guns  on  the 
boats,  but  their  shot  fell  short,  and  did  no  injury. 

— ^Bt  order  of  General  R.  B,  Mitchell,  com- 
manding the  National  forces  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
G.  W.  Donegan  and  W.  H.  Calhoun,  two  wealthy 
citizens  of  that  place,  were  arrested  and  confined 
in  the  State  penitentiary,  as  hostages  for  the  safe 
return  within  the  National  lines  of  tfohn  A.  Galty 
and  T.  T.  Tabb,  Union  men  held  by  the  rebels 
at  Chattanooga. — Clifton,  Tenn.,  was  captured 
and  destroyed  by  a  detachment  of  the  Third 
Michigan  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Cicero  Newell. — PhiladelpM(^  Inquirer, 

— A  Democratic  Convention  which  met  to-day 
at  Frankfort,  Ey.,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating 
candidates  for  State  officers  for  the  ensuing 
August  election,  was  broken  up  and  dispersed 
by  Colonel  S.  A.  Gilbert,  under  orders  received 
from  Brigadier-General  Q.  A.  Gillmore,  command- 
ing the  district  The  members  of  the  Convention 
were  said  to  be  avowed  rebel  sympathizers. 

February  19. — A  reconnoitring  party  from 
Yazoo  Pass  to  Cold  water.  Miss.,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood  of  the  First 
Indiana  cavalry,  surprised  two  hundred  rebel 
cavalry  and  routed  them,  killing  six,  mortally 
wounding  three,  and  capturing  fifteen. — See  Sup- 
plement, 

— ^HopEFiELD,  Ark.,  opposite  Memphis,  Tenn., 
was  this  day  burned  by  order -of  General  Hurl- 
but  It  was  done  because  the  guerrillas  made  the 
town  their  headquarters. — The  office  of  the 
Daily  Constitution^  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  soldiers  in  the  hospital  at  that 
place. — ^The  brig  Emily  Fisher  was  captured  off 
Castle  Island,  Bahama,  by  the  privateer  Retribu- 
tion, and  after  being  partly  unloaded,  was  re- 
leased on  bonds  for  her  value. — A  lai^  meeting 
was  held  in  Liverpool,  England,  in  support  of 
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President  Lincoln's  Emancipation  Proclamation. 
Resolutions  applauding  the  course  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
on  the  slavery  question,  and  an  address  to  be 
presented  to  him  through  Mr.  Adams,  were 
adopted  At  the  same  time  a  meeting  was  held 
at  Carlisle,  and  a  similar  series  of  resolutions 
were  adopted  unanimously. 

February  20. — Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  Tennessee,  issued  a  proclamation  warn- 
ing all  persons  holding,  renting,  occupying,  or 
using  any  real  or  personal  property  in  that  State 
belonging  to  rebels,  not  to  pay  the  rents,  issues, 
or  profits  thereof  to  the  rebel  owners  or  their 
agents,  but  to  hold  the  same  until  some  person 
should  be  appointed  in  bchaff  of  the  United 
States  to  receive  them. — {Doc.  122.) 

— Major  Justus  McKinstiit,  Quartermaster  of 
the  United  States  army,  was  finally  dismissed 
the  service  by  order  of  President  Lincoln. — The 
United  Stat(^  Bank  bill  passed  the  Ilouse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, it  having  been  adopted  by  the  Sen- 
ate previously. — Colonel  Charles  Carroll  Hicks 
of  the  rebel  army,  was  arrested  at  New- York. — 
Decimal  and  fractional  currency  being  scarce  in 
the  loyal  States,  tradesmen  and  others  gave  out 
personal  notes  of  the  value  of  one,  two,  and  three 
cents  and  upwards. —  A  battalion  of  the  Fifth 
Dlinois  cavalry  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  the  banks 
of  the  Yazoo  Pass,  had  a  brisk  skirmish  with  a 
company  of  sixty  mounted  rebels,  dispersing 
them  and  killing  six,  wounding  several,  and  cap- 
turing twenty -six.  The  National  casualties  were 
five  wounded. — Chicago  Tribune, 

February  21. — The  ships  Golden  Eagle  and 
Olive  Jane,  in  lat  29*  17',  Ion.  45*  15',  were  cap- 
tured  and  burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Ala- 
bama.— An  enthusiastic  Union  meeting  was  held 
at  Bloomfield,  Indiana.— The  National  gunboats 
Freeborn  and  Dragon  made  a  reconnoissance  up 
the  Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  a  distance  of  sixty- 
five  miles.  Just  below  Fort  Lowry  they  were 
fired  on  by  a  rebel  battery,  and  an  engage- 
ment of  an  hour's  duration  occurred,  in  which 
the  batteries  were  silenced.  The  Freeborn  re- 
ceived unimportant  injuries  and  had  three  men 
slightly  wounded.  The  expedition  was  conduct- 
ed by  Lieut  Commander  Samuel  Magaw,  and 
was  a  perfect  success. — Official  Report, 

— A  PAKTY  of  guerrillas,  dressed  as  Union 
soldiers,  made  a  descent  upon  South-Union,  or 
Shakertowu,  Ky.,  tliis  day,  and  destroyed  a  nmn- 
ber  of  cars  belonging  to  the  Louisville  and  Nash- 


ville Railroad,  besides  a  large  quantity  of  prop- 
erty belonging  to  the  National  Government 
After  having  finished  their  depredations  they 
left  the  place,  taking  the  road  toward  Greenville, 
when  Colonel  Benjamin  H.  Bristow  of  the  Eighth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  sent  a  portion  of  his  regiment 
in  pursuit,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  four  of 
the  guerrillas. — Cincinnati  Gazette, 

February  22. — Colonel  P.  M.  Comyn,  Tenth 
Missouri  cavalry,  in  command  of  a  detachment 
of  Union  troops,  made  a  successful  scouting  ex- 
pedition to  Florence  and  Tuscumbia,  Ala.  Ho 
assessed  the  wealthy  slaveholders  in  sums  of 
five  hundred  dollars  and  upwards,  carried  off 
fifty  bales  of  cotton,  a  large  number  of  horses 
and  mules,  sixty  negroes,  and  a  number  of  pris- 
oners.— {Doe.  123.) 

— A  CAPTAIN  and  eight  privates  belonging  to 
the  Fifty-seventh  rebel  r^ment  of  Virginia, 
were  captured  near  Gatesvillo,  Va.,  by  a  small 
force  of  Union  troops. — The  expedition  through 
the  Yazoo  Pass  reached  Moon  Lake  this  day. — 
See  Supplement, 

February  23. — Union  meetings  were  held  at 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Russellville,  Ky.,  and  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  at  which  the  action  of  the  National 
Government  was  sustained,  and  pledges  to  per- 
petuate the  authority  of  the  Constitution  were  re- 
newed.—  A  fight  took  place  near  Greenville, 
Miss.,  between  the  rebel  forces  under  General 
Ferguson,  and  the  Nationals,  commanded  by 
General  Burbridge.  In  the  action,  Major  Mudd, 
of  the  Twenty -second  Illinois  cavalry,  was  killed. 
— Kew-Torh  Tribune. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  near  Athens,  Ky., 
between  a  party  of  National  troops  and  a  body  of 
Morgan's  guerrillas,  who  were  making  a  raid 
through  that  State.  In  the  fight,  Dr.  Theophilus 
Steele,  a  rebel,  was  severely  wounded,  and 
Charlton  Morgan,  a  brother  to  the  rebel  General 
John  H.  Morgan,  with  others,  was  taken  prisoner. 

— The  Otje  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  New- York 
regiment,  accompanied  by  a  company  of  cavalry, 
went  from  Plaquemine  to  Rosedale,  La.,  a  dis- 
tance of  nearly  thirty  miles,  to  break  up  a  rebel 
camp,  supposed  to  be  situated  there.  They  found 
the  rebels  had  gone,  but  some  medicintss,  nine- 
teen bales  of  cotton,  and  several  horses  wcfo 
taken,  together  with  four  prisoners.  A  portion 
of  the  party  went  three  miles  above  Port  Hudson, 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. — L&umiiU 
Journal, 
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— ^A  BOOT  of  seven  hundred  rebel  guerrilla 
cayalry,  under  the  leadership  -of  Colonel  Leroy 
Cluke,  made  a  thieving  expedition  into  Kentucky. 
They  first  went  to  Winchester,  thence  to  Mount 
St<9-ling,  Straw  Hill,  and  Hazel  Green,  robbing 
and  destroying  property  of  every  description*.  A 
hrge  amount  of  government  property  was  de- 
stroyed at  Paris,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  They  were 
pursued  by  a  detachment  of  National  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  B.  P.  Runkle, 
but  the  rebels,  though  superior  in  numbers  to 
the  Union  force,  preferred  the  business  of  robbing 
to  that  of  fighting,  and  continued  to  retreat  from 
place  to  place,  until  they  finally  got  away  with  a 
brge  amount  of  property,  and  a  great  number  of 
horses. 

— GromufOB  Bbowk,  of  Georgia,  issued  an  or- 
der oooipelling  all  the  militia  oflScers  of  that 
State,  except  those  already  tendered  and  accepted 
by  General  Beauregard,  "to  repair  forthwith, 
without  hesitation  or  delay,  to  the  city  of  Sa- 
vannah, and  report  to  General  Beauregard,  to  be 
oi^gani2ed  under  his  direction  into  companies,  for 
duty  in  the  defence  of  that  city." 

—Thb  steamer  Belle,  of  Memphis,  while  lying 
at  Cottonwood  Landing,  Tenn.,  was  boarded  by  a 
party  of  rebel  guerrillas  who  attempted  to  capture 
her,  but  they  were  beaten  off  by  the  passengers 
and  crew,  and  the  boat  escaped.  In  the  fight, 
one  Union  man  was  wounded,  and  one  of  the 
guerrillas  was  killed. — Philadelphia  Inquirer, 

February  24.— The  United  SUtes  steamer 
Indianola,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
George  Brown,  was  this  day  captured  in  the 
JTississippi  River,  near  Grand  Gulf,  after  an  en- 
gagement lasting  one  hour  and  a  half,  by  the 
rebel  iron -clad  steamers  Queen  of  the  West  and 
TTilltam  H.  Webb,  and  the  armed  steamers  Doc- 
tor Batey  and  Grand  Duke. — {Doe.  124.) 

— ^TsK  steamer  Hetty  Gilmore,  was  captured 
and  destroyed  by  the  rebels  under  the  command 
of  W.  C.  P.  Breckenridge,  at  Woodbury,  Tenn.— 
The  Savannah  News  of  this  date  said :  **  There 
seems  to  he  now  a  great  rage  for  investing  in  con- 
federate bonds.  Every  body  is  buying  bonds — 
that  is,  every  body  who  has  treasury  notes 
wherewith  to  buy.  How  great  the  contrast! 
Here  our  people  are  seeking  confederate  govern- 
ment pAper.  In  Lincolndom  every  body  is  avoid- 
ii^  gorernment  paper,  and  paying  enormous 
prices  for  every  article  which  will  enable  them  to 


get  rid  of  Yankee  promises  to  pay  !    This  is  one 
of  the  best  signs  of  the  times.'* 

— At  Richmond,  Va,  Judge  Meredith  of  the 
Circuit  Court,  decided  in  a  habeas  corpus  case, 
that  every  citizen  of  Maryland,  and  every  foreigner 
who  had  enlisted  in  the  rebel  army,  no  matter 
for  how  short  a  period,  had  acquired  a  domicile, 
and  therefore  was  liable  to  conscription  between 
the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty-five. — Richmond 
Examiner, 

February  25. — The  act  for  "enrolling  and  call- 
ing out  the  National  forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,*' passed  the  United  States  House  of  Re- 
presentatives by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
yeas  to  fifly-nine  nays. — About  noon  to-day, 
Stuart's  rebel  cavalry  made  an  attack  on  a  por- 
tion of  General  Averill's  division  of  cavalry,  near 
Hartwood  Church,  Va.,  when  a  fight  ensued, 
which  terminated  in  the  repulse  and  rout  of  the 
rebels  with  a  loss  of  one  captain,  a  lieutenant  and 
several  privates.  General  Averill  pursued  them 
to  Kelly's  Ford,  but  they  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  river  before  he  arrived. — Philadelphia  In- 
quirer, 

— Am  expedition,  consisting  of  a  force  of  Union 
troops,  under  the  command  of  General  Rose,  left 
Moon  Lake  on  board  several  steamers,  under 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Smith,  and  proceeded 
up  Yazoo  Pass. 

— The  rebels  under  Cluke,  in  their  raid 
through  Kentucky,  were  overtaken  at  Licktown, 
twelve  miles  east  of  Mount  Sterling,  and  dis- 
persed.— The  British  steamer  Peterhoff,  was  cap- 
tured off  St  Thomas,  W.  L,  by  the  United  States 
gunboat  Vanderbilt^  and  sent  to  Key  West,  Fla., 
for  adjudication. — The  bakers  in  Charleston,  S.  C, 
advanced  the  price  of  bread  to  twenty-five  cents 
for  a  half-pound  loaf.  Flour  sold  at  sixty-five  dol* 
lars  a  barrel. — Charleston  Courier, 

February  26. — Yesterday,  a  rebel  cavalry 
scout,  eighty  strong,  came  inside  the  National 
pickets  on  the  Strasburgh  road,  Va.  After  a  skir- 
mish with  infantry  pickets,  in  which  two  were 
wounded  on  each  side,  they  retired,  capturing  a 
cavalry  picket  of  twelve  men.  This  morning,  five 
hundred  of  the  Thirteenth  Pennsylvania  and 
First  New- York  cavalry  sent  in  pursuit,  recap- 
tured, beyond  Strasburgh,  most  of  the  prisoners 
and  horses,  and  also  took  a  number  of  prisoners. 
The  commander  of  the  Union  detachment,  ex- 
ceeding his  orders,  pursued  them  beyond  Wood- 
stock.   After  driving  in  the  rebel  picketSi  he 
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utood  parleying  in  the  road,  without  guarding 
against  surprise.     The  enemy  returned  in  force. 


after  the  first  fire,  with  a  loss  of  three  of  their 
number  killed  and  forty-eight  taken  prisoners. 


charged  upon  and  threw  them  into  confusion,    including  a  commissioned  ofl8cer.     The  National 


killing  and  capturing  two  hundred. — See  Supple 
ment, 

—The  National  Council  of  the  Cherokee  In- 
dians adjourned  this  day,  having  repealed  the 
ordinance  of  secession  passed  in  1861.  They  also 
passed  an  act  depriving  of  office  in  the  nation, 
and  disqualifying  all  who  continued  disloyal  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States ;  and  also 
an  act  abolishing  slavery.— The  yacht  Anna  was 
captured  in  the  Suwanee  River,  Ga.,  by  the  Na 


party  had  none  killed,  and  only  one  man  wounded. 

February  28. — General  R.  E.  Lee,  commanding 
the  rebel  army  in  Virginia,  issued  an  order  re- 
viewing its  operations  for  the  year  1862. — {Doc. 
126.) 

— The  armed  rebel  steamer  Nashville,  while 
aground  under  the  guns  of  Fort  McAllister,  on 
the  Great  Ogeechee  River,  Ga.,  was  this  day  de- 
stroyed by  the  United  States  gunboat  Montauk, 


..      ,    .  13  _i.  XT  \r«-  VU-.2.  r^..»M/.7  under  the  command  of  Captam  J.  L.  Worden.— 

tional  steamer  Fort  Henry. — New-York  Journal  I    _      ^^^ .  *^ 
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— ^A  VERT  large  and  enthusiastic  meeting  of 
the  people  of  Indiana  was  this  day  held  at  India- 
napolis, the  capital  of  the  State.  Loyal  and  pa- 
triotic resolutions  were  adopted,  and  speeches 
were  made  by  Governor  Wright,  Governor  An- 
drew Johnson,  of  Tennessee,  General  S.  F.  Carey, 
of  Ohio,  T.  Buchanan  Read,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Charles  W.  Cathcart,  Charles  Case,  and  others. 

— A  FREIGHT  train  on  the  Louisville  and  Nash- 
ville Railroad,  laden  with  merchandise  belonging 
to  private  individuals,  and  a  quantity  of  Govern- 
ment stores,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  mules, 
were  this  day  captured  near  Woodburn,  Tenn.,  by 
a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas.  After  driving  off  the 
mules  and  rifling  the  cars  of  their  contents,  they 
set  fire  to  and  totally  destroyed  them ;  they  then 
raised  steam  upon  the  locomotive  to  its  fullest 
height,  and  started  it  along  the  road  at  the  top 


Ma/rch  1. — A  scouting-party  of  Union  troops, 
under  the  command  of  Adjutant  Poole,  made  i 
dash  into  Bloomfield,  Mo.,  early  this  morning, 
and  killed  the  rebel  recruiting  officer,  Lieutenant 
Brazeau,  captured  the  Provost-Marshal,  with  all 
his  papers,  twenty  rebel  guerrilla  prisoners,  a 
number  of  fire-arms,  and  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition.— Missouri  Democrat, 

— The  English  steamer  Queen  of  the  Wave 
stranded  while  endeavoring  to  run  into  George- 
town, S.  C,  and  soon  after  was  taken  possession 
of  by  the  crew  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Cone- 
maugh. — Fifty  men  of  the  First  Vermont  cavalry, 
under  Captains  Wood  and  Hun  toon,  were  sur- 
prised by  a  party  of  rebels  at  Aldie,  Va. 

— To-DAY  a  fight  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
Brady ville,  Tenn.,  between  an  expeditionary  force 
of  Union  troops  under  General  Stanley,  and  a 


of  its  speed,  hoping  that  it  would  encounter  the   y^y  ^^  ^^y^^  guerrillas  under  Colonel  Duke,  in 
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passenger  train  coming  from  Nashville.  The  lo 
comotive  drove  along  Uie  track  through  Franklin, 
and  passed  other  stations  at  a  fearful  rate  of  speed, 
but  the  supply  of  steam  was  finally  exhausted, 
and  the  machine  came  to  a  full  stop,  without 
doing  any  harm. 

February  27. — Jefferson  Davis  issued  a  prock- 
mation  to  the  people  of  the  States  in  rebellion, 
appointing  the  twenty-seventh  of  March  as  a  day 
of  fasting  and  prayer. — General  John  Cochrane 
resigned  his  command  in  the  United  States  army 
of  the  Potomac,  and  issued  a  farewell  address  to 
the  soldiers  of  his  late  brigade. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  at  a  point  fifteen  miles 
from  Newbem,  N.  C,  between  a  detachment  of 
Mix's  New-York  cavalry,  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Jacobs,  and  a  strong  scouting-party  of 
rebel  infantry,  in  which  the  latter  were  routed 


which,  after  a  stubborn  resistance  of  twenty 
minutes,  the  latter  were  routed  with  great  loss.— 
(Doc.  128.) 

March  2. — The  brigade  of  regulars  from  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans^s  division  went  out  on  a  foraging 
expedition  from  Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  this  mom 
ing,  and  encountered  the  rebels  posted  in  force, 
about  sixteen  miles  distant  on  the  Salem  Pike. 
The  Union  forces  consisted  of  one  battalion  of 
the  Fifteenth  infantry.  Captain  Keteltas;  one  bat- 
talion of  the  Sixteenth,  Captain  Crofton;  two 
battalions  of  the  Eighteenth,  Captains  Dougla.i 
and  Fetterman ;  and  one  battalion  of  the  Nine- 
teenth— the  whole  under  command  of  Colonel 
Shepherd,  Fifteenth  United  SUtesinfiintry.  As^ 
tion  of  Guenther's  battery  accompanied  the  in- 
fantry. The  expedition  moved  out  from  Murfipcea- 
boro  at  seven  a.ic.,  and  proceeded  without  inter- 
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niption  to  the  vicinity  of  EagleTiUc.  Here  it  was 
ascertained  that  a  strong  body  of  the  rebel  cav- 
alry were  awaiUng  the  National  approach.  Colonel 
Shepherd  instantly  ordered  his  force  to  take  the 
proper  positions,  and,  with  a  strong  line  of  skir- 
mishers thrown  to  front  and  flank,  advanced 
(iteadily  and  cautiously  upon  the  rebel  position. 
In  a  few  moments  the  National  skirmishers  en- 
gaged the  enemy's  outposts,  and  immediately 
thereafter  the  rebels  moved  quickly  to  the  front 
and  advanced  across  the  front  line  of  the  skir- 
misihers.  A  hot  engagement  ensued,  and  lasted 
for  about  ten  minutes,  when  the  enemy,  unable 
to  endure  the  galling  fire  of  the  regulars,  broke 
and  fled.  They  were  shortly  ailcrward  got  into 
a  second  line  of  battle,  and,  with  heavy  reen 
forcements,  ventured  a  movement  on  the  Union 
right,  with  the  evident  intention  of  assailing  them 
by  flank  and  rear.  This  design  also  failed,  and  the 
Katiooal  forces  repulsed  the  assailants  a  second 
time.  They  did  not  again  make  a  stand,  but 
made  a  hurried  retreat,  even  leaving  behind  their 
dead,  of  whom  there  were  severaL  The  Union- 
ists took  no  prisoners,  but  the  enemy ^s  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  was  considerable. — Chicago 

—  A  Union  Club  was  organized  in  Boston, 
Vass.,  and  Edward  Everett  was  elected  to  its 
presidency. — A  slight  cavalry  fight  took  place 
near  Petersburgh,  Tenn.^  between  a  party  of  reb- 
t^  and  bushwhackers,  and  two  hundred  loyal 
Tcnnesseeans,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant- 
(oloDcl  Brownlow,  in  which  the  rebels  were 
routed,  with  twelve  killed  and  twenty  wounded. — 
Captain  Schultze,  with  a  company  of  Union  cav- 
^,  sorpriaed  Mosby's  rebel  guerrillas  at  a  point 
>M«r  AIdie,ya.,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  thirty 
^  them,  without  any  loss  on  the  National  side. 

— TBrsTT-TRREB  coDunissioned  officers  of  the 
roited  States  army  having  been  found  guilty  of 
Tirioos  charges  by  general  Court-Martial,  the  de- 
tail of  the  several  cases  being  contained  in  Gen- 
wl  Orders  No.  18,  dated  February  eighteenth, 
1^3,  and  the  sentence  having  been  approved  by 
the  Commanding  General,  were  this  day  dismissed 
^  serricc. — Pour  guerrillas  were  captured  at  the 

liouseof  one Lisle,  on  the  Nashville  turnpike, 

three  miles  trottx  Russellville,  Ey. — Union  meet- 
ings were  held  at  Harrodsburgh,  Lebanon,  and 
Tajlorsville,  Ky. — Louinille  Journal, 

JforcA  8.— Fort  McAllister,  on  the  Great  Ogee- 
chee  River,  6a.,  was  this  day  bombarded  by  a 
fleet  of  inm-dad  mooitors  and  mortar-schooners. 


under  the  command  of  Captain  Drayton ;  but, 
after  an  almost  incessant  fire  of  eight  hours*  du- 
ration, they  failed  to  reduce  it — {Doc.  129.) 

—John  Maginnis,  late  editor  of  the  New-Or- 
leans True  Delta,  died  this  day. — A  grand  re- 
view of  the  rebel  forces  at  Mobile,  Ala,,  took 
place  this  day,  by  Major-Generals  Withers  and 
Buckner,  and  Brigadier-Generals  Slaughter  and 
Cummins.  After  the  review,  four  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery captured  at  Murfreesboro,  were  presented 
by  General  Withers,  on  behalf  of  the  Alabami- 
ans  and  Tennesseeans  in  the  army  of  the  Ten- 
nessee, to  the  army  of  Mobile.  Each  piece  was 
inscribed  with  the  names  of  Alabamians  who  fell 
in  that  battle. — Mobile  Advertiser, 

— First  Lieutenant  Gilbert  S.  Lawrbnci 
was  dismissed  the  service  of  the  United  States 
for  saying  in  the  presence  of  officers  and  civil- 
ians, '*  I  have  no  confidence  in  General  Hooker. 
Bumside  was  stuck  in  the  mud,  and  he  will  be 
stucK  worse;'*  and  also  for  publicly  declaring: 
'*  I  want  to  get  out  of  the  service.  I  don't  be- 
lieve  we  will  succeed.  I  am  dissatisfied  gener- 
ally. Nobody  but  McClcllan  can  command  this 
army." — yew-  York  Tribune, 

— The  schooner  Kingfisher  was  captured  and 
burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama  in  lati- 
tude V  20',  longitude  26°  20'.— The  Spanish 
sloop  Relampfigo  was  captured  at  Charlotte  Uar^ 
bor,  Fla.,  by  the  National  blockading  schooner, 
James  S.  Chambers. — The  Southern  Union^  a 
journal  published  in  Georgia,  having  proposed  to 
reconstruct  the  old  Union  of  the  States,  was  rep- 
rimanded by  the  Atlanta  Confederacy,  which  as- 
serted that  "  there  are  fewer  abolitionists  in  Mas- 
sachusetts than  rcconstructionists  in  Georgia.** 

March  4. — The  First  East-Tennessee  cavalry. 
Colonel  Johnson,  had  a  fight  with  a  party  of  rebels 
led  by  Colonel  Rogers,  at  a  point  on  Harpeth  Riv- 
er, near  Chapel  Hill,  Tenn.;  killed  twelve,  and 
captured  seventy-two  of  the  rebels,  with  all  their 
horses  and  accoutrements.  Majors  Burkhart  and 
Macy  were  in  command  of  the  National  cavalry, 
all  of  whom  passed  through  the  engagement  with- 
out injury. — The  Thirty-seventh  Congress  of  th« 
United  States  terminated. — The  sloop  Ida  was 
captured  near  Charlotte  Harbor,  Fla.,  by  th« 
blockading  schooner  James  S.  Chambers. — The 
Second  New-Hampshire  regiment  returned  tc 
Concord. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  at  Skeet,  N.  C,  bo» 
tween  a  scouting  detachment  of  National  troops 
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under  the  command  of  Captain  Richardson,  of 
the  Third  New- York  cavalry,  and  a  party  of  rebel 
guerrillas,  in  which  the  latter  were  routed  and 
dispersed.  The  Union  party  then  advanced  to 
Swan  Quarter,  where  they  encountered  a  su- 
perior body  of  rebels,  but  after  a  sharp  fight  of 
twenty  minutes,  they  completely  routed  them, 
killing  and  wounding  twenty-eight  of  their  num- 
ber. In  this  skirmish  the  Unionists  had  three 
men  killed  and  fifteen  wounded. — Newbem  Prog- 
ress. 

— ^The  office  of  the  Volhsiblatt^  a  German  anti- 
war Democratic  paper,  published  at  Belleville, 
Mo.,  was  visited  by  some  persons  unknown  and 
thrown  into  disorder. 

March  5. — ^A  fight  occurred  at  Thompson's  Sta- 
tion, a  few  miles  south  of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  be- 
tween a  considerable  body  of  Union  troops  un- 
der the  command  of  Colonel  John  Cobum,  and  a 
large  rebel  force  under  General  Van  Dom,  result- 
ing, after  a  desperate  conflict  of  four  hours'  du- 
ration, in  the  rout  or  capture  of  the  whole  Union 
force. — (Doe,  180.) 

—The  editorial  office  of  the  Crisis  at  Colum- 
bus, Ohio,  was  visited  by  a  body  of  soldiers  who 
destroyed  every  thing  they  could  find  in  it. — 
Gold  sold  in  Richmond,  Va.,  at  three  hundred  per 
cent  advance.— The  rebels  at  Vicksburgh  during 
the  day  threw  shells  occasionally  at  the  National^ 
forces  engaged  in  digging  the  canal  opposite  that 
place,  doing  no  damage. 

March  0. — The  ship  Star  of  Peace  was  captur- 
ed and  burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Florida,  im- 
der  the  command  of  Captain  J.  N.  Maffit. — ^Gen- 
eral Hunter  in  command  of  the  Department  of 
the  South,  from  his  headquarters  at  Port  Royal, 
S.  C,  issued  an  order  drafting  for  garrison  duty 
all  the  able-bodied  negroes  in  his  department,  not 
otherwise  employed  in  the  service  of  the  Nation- 
al government — General  Orders^  No.  IT. 

March  7. — ^Major-General  Schenck,  command- 
ing the  Middle  Department  of  the  army  of  the 
United  States,  issued  an  order  at  Baltimore,  Md., 
prohibiting  the  sale  of  secession  music  in  his  dc- 
partment)  and  commanding  the  publishers  of  the 
same  to  send  to  his  office  any  such  music  as  they 
had  on  hand  at  that  time. 

— The  Uohile  Begister  published  the  follow- 
ing :  **  Let  every  man,  woman,  and  child  at  home, 
with  a  yard  square  of  ground,  scratch  it  and  put 
in  com.  Every  grain  carefully  intrusted  to  the 
fruitful  earth  is  a  mite  of  contribution  to  the  na- 


tion's liberty.  Every  acre  of  cotton  planted  is  i 
comfort  to  our  enemies  and  a  nail  in  the  coffin  of 
confederate  independence." — At  New-Orleaosa 
meeting  was  held  to  discuss  the  propriety  of  es- 
tablishing a  provisional  State  government  in  Lou- 
isiana.— NetO'  Orleans  Bra, 

—  This  day  the  expedition,  under  Colonel 
Phelps,  which  left  Belle  Plain,  Va.,  in  steamers 
on  Tuesday  for  Northumberland  County,  Va,, 
returned  to  headquarters.  The  troops  visited 
Ileathsville,  which  they  found  deserted  by  the 
rebels.  Then,  throwing  out  large  foraging  par- 
ties from  that  base  into  Lancaster  County  and  in 
other  directions,  they  succeeded  in  capturing  one 
thousand  bushels  of  com,  fifty  horses  and  mules, 
8  large  number  of  beef  cattle  and  quite  an  amount 
of  medical  stores.  Two  post-offices  and  several 
stores  were  visited,  and  two  important  rebel 
mails  captured.  The  cavalry  also  seized  a  large 
number  of  horses  and  mules.  Some  prisoners 
were  also  taken,  among  them  Colonel  Claybrook, 
a  prominent  rebel  officer,  and  two  clerks  of  the 
departments  at  Richmond,  with  a  quantity  of 
correspondence  for  citizens  of  Baltimore,  and  of- 
ficial papers  addressed  to  parties  in  London,  to 
the  care  of  Baring  Brothers. — New-  York  Tribune. 

March  8. — ^Early  this  morning,  Captain  John  S. 
Mosby,  commanding  a  company  of  rebel  guerrilla 
cavalry,  made  a  dash  into  Fairfax  Court-House, 
Va.,  and  captured  Brigadier-General  Stough- 
ton,  and  over  thirty  other  officers  and  privates, 
together  with  their  arms,  equipments,  and  fillj- 
eight  horses. — (Doc,  131.) 

— The  sloop  Enterprise,  having  run  out  of 
Mosquito  Inlet,  was  captured  off  Hillsborough, 
Fla.,  by  the  gunboat  Sagamore. — The  Forty-third 
regiment  of  Massachusetts,  under  the  command 
of  Colonel  Holbrook,  surrounded  and  captured  a 
company  of  rebel  cavalry,  with  all  their  officers, 
on  the  Trent  road,  some  distance  from  New- 
bem, N.  C. 

March  9. — A  small  rebel  force  was  this  day 
captured  six  miles  below  Port  Hudson,  together 
with  the  signal  book  containing  the  signals  used 
in  the  rebel  army. — A  large  number  of  vagrant 
negroes  were  arrested  in  New-Orleans,  La. 

— The  schooner  Lightning,  from  Nassau,  N.  P., 
laden  with  dry  goods,  sugar  and  coffee,  was  this 
day  captured  by  the  United  States  steamer  Bien- 
ville, thirty  miles  south  of  Hilton  Head,  S.  C. 

— The  British  iron-screw  steamer  Douro,  of 
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lirerpool,  laden  with  ootton,  turpentine,  Jind  to- 
bacco, from  Wilmington,  N.  C,  was  this  day 
aptured  in  latitude  83°  41'  N.,  longitude  V7° 
S'  W.,  bj  th«  United  States  gunboat  Quaker 
City. 

— To-DAT  a  skirmish  took  place  near  Bolivar, 
Tenn.f  between  a  detachment  of  National  troops 
and  a  band  of  guerrillas,  in  which  the  latter  were 
rooted  and  eighteen  of  their  number  capture^. 

—Jims  Louis  PEnoRir  died  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
in  the  seventy-fourth  year  of  his  age.  Mr.  Petigru 
was  an  avowed  and  active  opponent  of  the  nulli- 
fication movement  of  1830-82,  a  consistent  and 
persistent  Whig  through  successive  Democratic 
administrations,  and  a  bold,  open,  and  loyal 
UoioD  man  in  the  critical  winter  of  1860-61.  He 
sacrificed  popularity  without  losing  esteem.  He 
WIS  for  many  years  the  leader  of  the  South-Caro- 
Itna  bar,  and  one  of  the  latest  acts  of  his  life  was 
a  masterly  argument  made  by  him  before  the 
rebel  States  District  Court,  against  the  confisca- 
tion and  sequestration  laws  passed  by  the  rebel 
Congress  at  Richmond.  Although  living  amongst 
the  most  bitter  and  vindictive  people  of  the  rebel 
population,  Ifr.  Petigru  died  a  lover  of  his  country, 
tod  loyal  to  ilie  government  of  the  United  States. 

— CoL03f£L  C.  C.  Dodge  retiimed  to  Norfolk, 
^a.,  after  making  a  successful  reconnoissance  to 
Soathfield,  Chuckatuck,  and  Blackwater  Bridge. 
At  the  latter  place  be  had  a  figift  with  a  party  of 
"ibels,  but  at  the  expiration  of  twenty  minutes, 
they  hastily  withdrew.  In  this  affair,  several 
wbei  prisoners  were  captured  with  their  horses 
uidanQs. 

—  A  DETACHMENT  of  National  troops  under  the 
wnunsnd  of  Colonel  Chickering,  left  Baton 
Rouge,  La.,  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  the 
lummnding  country  and  burning  the  bridges  on 
the  Comite  River.  They  destroyed  Bogler,  the 
Striddand,  and  the  Roberts  bridges  over  that 
mcr,  dispersed  a  large  force  of  rebel  guerrillas, 
ud  returned  to  camp  without  losing  a  man. 

— To-NioHT,  a  second  "Quaker  gunboat,"  or 
*4ni  monitor,  constructed  of  logs,  with  pork 
barrels  for  funnels,  was  sent  adrift  by  the  National 
fleet  above  Vicksburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  draw- 
ing the  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries.  It  showed  that 
the  rebels  were  always  on  the  alert,  for,  although 
the  night  was  very  dark,  ninety-four  shots  were 
fired  at  the  mock  vessel  as  she  passed  along  the 
tariouR  batteries. 

March  10. — Jacksonville,  Florida,  was  captured 


by  the  First  South-Carolina  colored  regimenti 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  T.  W.  Higginson, 
and  abortion  of  the  Second  South -Carolina  col- 
ored regiment,  under  Colonel  Montgomery.  The 
people  were  in  great  fear  of  an  indiscriminate 
massacre ;  but  the  negroes  behaved  with  propri- 
ety, and  no  one  was  harmedu-^Doe,  182.) 

— The  sloop  Peter,  of  Savannah,  Ga.,  while  at- 
tempting to  run  the  blockade  at  Indian  River 
Inlet,  Fla.,  was  this  day  captured  by  the  gun- 
boat Gem  of  the  Sea. — General  Granger  came  up 
with  the  rebels  at  Rutherford's  Creek,  Tenn.,  and 
captured  several  of  their  number. 

— President  Lincoln  issued  a  proclamation,  or- 
dering all  soldiers,  whether  enlisted  or  drafted, 
who  were  absent  fi-om  their  regiments  without 
leave,  to  return  to  their  respective  regiments 
before  the  first  day  of  April,  on  pain  of  being 
arrested  as  deserters,  and  punished  as  the  law 
provided. — (Doe,  133.) 

— A  DETACHMENT  of  National  troops,  consisting 
of  the  Sixth  and  Seventh  r^ments  of  Illinois 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Grierson, 
attacked  a  body  of  rebel  guerrillas,  numbering 
four  hundred  men,  under  Colonel  Richardson, 
encamped  near  Covington,  Tenn.,  killing  twenty- 
fiiw,  capturing  a  large  number,  and  utterly  rout- 
ing and  dispersing  the  rest  The  camp  and  its 
contents  were  destroyed. 

March  11. — In  the  rebel  Congress,  in  session 
at  Richmond,  Va.,  Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  of- 
fered the  following  peace  preamble  and  resolution : 

"  Whereas,  The  present  administration  of  the 
United  States,  by  its  reckless  disregard  of  all  con- 
stitutional restraints,  by  its  persistent  efforts  to 
subvert  the  institutions  of  these  States,  and  the 
ferocious  war  which  it  is  waging  for  that  purpose, 
has  more  than  realized  the  worst  apprehensions 
of  our  people,  and  fully  justified  their  wisdom  and 
foresight  in  averting,  by  timely  separation  fix)m 
the  Union,  the  calamities  which  a  longer  contini»> 
ance  in  it  would  have  rendered  inevitable ;  and 

"  Whereas,  A  portion  ofthe  people  of  the  United 
States  have  recently  manifested  their  disapproval 
of  the  war,  of  the  objects  for  which  and  the  manner 
in  which  it  is  conducted,  and  their  desire  for  its 
speedy  termination,  and  several  foreign  Powers, 
notably  the  government  of  France,  have  expressed 
a  similar  desire ; 

*^Now,  therefore  the  Congress  of  ilie  confeder- 
ate States,  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction 
that  it  is  their  duty  to  leave  no  means  untried  to 
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put  an  end  to  a  contest  injurious  to  the  civilized 
world  and  disastrous  to  the  parties  engaged, 
believing  that  its  prolongation  can  only  tend  to 
embitter  and  perpetuate  feelings  of  hostility  be- 
tween States  which,  however  politically  disunited, 
must  ever  be  intimately  connected  by  identity  of 
language  and  of  religion,  and  by  the  immutable 
laws  of  geographical  amity  and  of  mutual  demand 
and  supply,  deem  the  present  time,  when  there  is 
a  momentary  pause  in  conflict,  a  suitable  one  to 
utter  the  words  of  peace.  The  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  confederate  States  do 
therefore  resolve  that  they  will  cordially  cooperate 
with  the  Executive  in  any  measures  it  may  adopt, 
consistent  with  the  honor,  the  dignity  and  inde- 
pendence of  these  States,  tending  to  a  speedy  re- 
storation of  peace  with  all  or  with  any  of  the 
States  of  the  Federal  Union."  The  resolution  was 
referred  without  debate  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

— Gt)VERN0R  Cannon,  of  Delaware,  issued  a 
proclamation  enjoining  upon  the  people  of  that 
State  that  they  should  hold  true  allegiance  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  as  paramount  to 
that  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  that  they  should 
obey  the  constituted  authorities  thereof  before  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  or  any  other 
human  authority  whatsoever. — {Doc.  134.)      •- 

— ^Thb  National  Union  Club,  of  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  was  inaugurated  at  that  place  this  evening. — 
A  brief  skirmish  took  place  at  a  point  twelve 
miles  east  of  Paris,  Ry.,  between  a  party  of  rebel 
guerrillas  and  the  guard  of  a  National  forage  train, 
resulting  in  a  repulse  of  the  guerrillas. — Major- 
General  Schenok,  at  Baltimore,  Md.,  issued  an  or- 
der prohibiting  the  sale  within  his  command  of 
pictures  of  rebel  soldiers  and  statesmen. 

March  12. — The  expeditionary  force  under 
Major-General  Gordon  Granger,  which  moved  on 
Monday  against  Van  Dom's  rebel  army,  returned 
to  Franklin,  Tenn.,  this  afternoon,  having  driven 
the  enemy  beyond  Duck  River.  The  infantry 
went  no  farther  than  Rutherford  Creek,  but  the 
cavalry,  under  Colonel  Minty,  of  the  Fourth  bri- 
gade, made  a  thorough  reoonnoissance  of  the  coun- 
try beyond  the  creek  to  Duck  River. 

The  second  day's  march  brought  the  expedition 
to  Rutherford  Creek,  where,  for  a  time,  the  rebels 
promised  fight  Their  positions  were  well  chosen, 
their  artillery  commanding  the  pike  and  several 
crossings.  A  blinding  rain,  however,  prevented 
General  Granger  attempting  the  passage  of  the 
stream,  which  was  flood-high  and  foaming. 


The  troops  bivouacked  for  the  night,  expecting 
to  drive  the  enemy  on  the  succeeding  day.  Yes 
terday  came  in  clear  and  beautiful,  giving  the  ar- 
tillerists a  fine  opportunity  for  practice,  which 
they  improved  excellently  by  numerous  shots. 
Preparations  were  made  for  an  advance,  and  the 
infantry  skirmishers  were  thrown  out  The  cav- 
alry, under  CoL  Minty,  supported  by  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Illinois  infantry,  made  a  crossing  two  miles 
up  the  creek  in  the  face  of  the  enemy  who,  how- 
ever, fell  quickly  back  from  the  National  ap- 
proaches. Soon  word  came  back  that  the  rebels 
were  in  rapid  retreat,  and  finally  at  night  the  cav- 
alry returned,  announcing  that  all  the  rebels  had 
fled  beyond  Duck  River,  which,  of  course,  deter- 
mined the  return  of  the  expedition. 

The  different  cavalry  skirmishes  resulted  in  the 
loss  on  the  National  side  of  two  killed  and  seven 
wounded. — Cincinnati  Gazette. 

March  13. — Fort  Greenwood,  on  the  Talla- 
hatchie, Miss.,  was  this  day,  and  for  the  preced- 
ing two  days,  bombarded  by  the  Union  gunboats 
Chillicothe  and  De  Kalb,  and  also  by  a  land-bat- 
tery of  heavy  Parrott  guns.  The  guns  of  the 
fort  were  nearly  silenced,  but  it  being  unassailable 
by  infantry,  the  gunboats  were  compelled  to  re- 
tire without  being  able  to  reduce  it — {Diyc.  135.) 

— The  schooner  Aldebaran  was  captured  and 
burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Florida.-;-A  Union 
meeting,  under  tll#  auspices  of  the  Union  League, 
was  held  at  Ifewark,  N.  J. — A  slight  skirmish 
took  place  at  Berwick  City,  La.,  ending  in  the  dis- 
persion of  a  party  of  rebels,  who  attacked  a  Na- 
tional water-party  from  Brashear  City. — ^Early  this 
morning  the  signal-station  at  Spanish  Wells,  S.  C, 
was  surprised  and  burned  by  a  party  of  rebels. 
A  lieutenant  and  eight  men  were  made  prisoners 
and  carried  off. — (JDoc.  136.) 

March  14 — Newbem,  N.  C,  garrisoned  by  the 
Ninety-second  New-York  volunteers,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Anderson,  was  this  day  at- 
tacked by  a  large  rebel  force,  under  General  Petti- 
grew.  After  a  bombardment  of  four  hours'  dura- 
tion, a  fleet  of  gunboats  appeared  opposite  the 
city,  and  opening  on  the  rebels  dispersed  them  in 
gr^t  haste. — {Doc,  137.) 

— Brigadier-General  B.  S.  Roberts,  in  com- 
mand of  the  defences  of  the  Upper  Potomac,  issued 
orders  regulating  the  trade  between  Maryland  and 
Virginia. — ^The  Loyal  National  League,  of  New- 
York  City,  was  inaugurated  at  the  Academy  of 
Music  in  that  dty. — New-  York  Evening  Poit, 
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— ^The  rebel  batteries  at  Port  IIudRon,  La., 
were  attacked  by  the  Union  fleet,  under  Admiral 
Famgut ;  but^  after  a  terrible  bombardment  of 
(tcveral  hours*  duration,  they  were  compelled  to 
retire  without  reducing  the  rebel  stronghold. — 
[Doc  138.) 

—A  PORCE  of  National  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Robert  H.  G.  Minty,  returned  to 
HuHreesboro,  Tenn.,  after  a  successful  reconnois- 
»nce,  of  eleven  days'  duration,  into  the  surround- 
ing country.  They  dispersed  several  squads  of 
guerrillas,  captured  fifty  prisoners,  forty  mules, 
thirty  tents,  a  number  of  wagons,  and  provisions, 
and  obtained  some  valuable  information  concern- 
ing the  position  and  strength  of  the  rebel  forces. — 
l/minilU  Journal, 

March  15.  —  The  schooner  Chapman,  about 
letTing  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  was  boarded  by  oflB- 
cers  of  the  United  States  government  and  taken 
into  custody  as  a  privateer.  Twenty  secession- 
ists well  armed,  and  six  brass  Dahlgren  guns, 
with  carriages  suitable  for  use  on  shipboard,  were 
aptored.  Correspondence  found  on  the  persons 
of  the  prisoners  identified  them  as  in  the  interest 
of  the  rebels. — ^Eight  hundred  paroled  National 
prisoners,  en  route  to  Cliicago,  were  detained  in 
Richmond,  Ind.,  and  while  there  they  complete- 
ly demolished  the  office  of  the  Jeffenon  newspa- 
per. 

—The  British  steamer  Britannia,  from  Glas- 
gow, with  a  valuable  cargo,  successfully  ran  the 
blockade  into  Wilmington,  N.  C. 

March  16. — A  boat  laden  with  about  two  thou- 
iwd  dollars^  worth  of  contraband  goods  was  cap- 
tured while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  on 
Hizibeth  River,  near  Norfolk,  Va. 

—This  evening  a  numerous  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  was  held  in  the  City  Hall,  at  Burlington, 
N.  J.,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a  Union  League. 
Addresses  were  delivered  by  James  W.  Scovel 
ind  James  C.  Botts. 

March  17. — A  detachment  of  National  troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Spear,  attacked 
the  rebel  breastworks  on  the  Black  Water,  near 
Franklin,  Va.,  but  without  being  able  to  carry 
them.  The  fi«:ht  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour, 
m  which  Colonel  Spear  had  one  man  killed,  and 
sixteen  men  wounded. — Baltimore  American, 

—K  KPUUTED  cavalry  engagement  occurred  at 
Kelly's  Ford,  on  the  Rappahannock  River,  Va., 
between  a  strong  reconnoitring  force  of  Union 
droops  under  the  command  of  Qen.  Averill,  and 


a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  under  Gen.  Fitz-Hugh 
Lee,  in  which  the  latter,  after  a  most  desperate 
struggle,  of  four  hours'  duration,  were  repulsed, 
and  finally  routed  and  pursued  for  a  distance  of 
six  miles. — {Doe.  189.) 

— ^Bv  order  of  the  War  Department,  Colonel 
James  B.  Fry  was  detailed  as  Provost-Marshal 
General  of  the  United  States,  in  pursuance  of 
section  five  of  the  act  approved  March  8,  1868, 
for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  National  forces, 
and  for  other  purposes. — The  British  steamer 
Calypso  ran  the  blockade  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 
and  arrived  at  her  wharf  in  that  city  without  re- 
ceiving any  damage  from  the  blockading  fleet — 
Charleston  Courier. 

— Rear-Admiral  Farraout,  firom  the  flag-ship 
Hartford,  lying  ofl*  Natchez,  Miss.,  sent  a  letter 
to  the  Mayor  of  that  city,  stating  that  if  the 
United  States  boats  were  fired  on  by  tiic  people 
of  Natchez  or  by  guerrillas,  he  would  bombard 
the  city. — ^Gold  was  quoted  in  Richmond,  Va.,  at 
four  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents  premium. 

March  18. — This  afternoon  Captain  Perkins, 
of  the  First  Louisiana  National  cavalry,  with  a 
party  of  his  men,  left  Brashear  City,  La.,  in  or- 
der to  meet  an  expedition  of  rebel  cavalry^  which 
had  attacked  a  squad  of  men  belonging  to  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New-York  regiment, 
at  Berwick^s  Bay.  About  half-past  three  o'clock 
he  fell  in  with  the  rebel  force,  at  a  point  two 
miles  beyond  the  National  lines,  and  charged 
them  with  so  much  spirit  that  they  turned  and 
fled  in  confusion.  The  cavalry  continued  the 
chase,  and  a  running  fight  was  kept  up  for  some 
seven  or  eight  miles,  where  he  found  reenforce- 
ments  for  the  rebels,  in  waiting  to  receive  him. 
Their  numbers  greatiy  exceeding  his,  he  gave  the 
order  to  retreat,  but  was  closely  followed  by  the 
rebels,  who  kept  up  the  fight  for  several  miles  on 
the  return.  In  the  affair  ten  of  the  rebels  were 
killed  and  twenty  wounded,  and  fourteen  horsei 
with  all  their  trappings  were  captured  by  the  Na 
tionals. — Captain  Julien,  of  the  First  Tennessee 
cavalry,  was  killed  by  guerrillas,  near  Hillsbor- 
ough, Tenn. — ^Peace  resolutions  passed  the  lower 
house  of  the  New-Jersey  Legislature.  During 
the  debate  on  the  resolutions  James  M.  Scovel 
delivered  an  elaborate  Union  speech. 

— An  enthusiastic  Union  meeting  was  held  at 
Skowhegan,  Maine. 

March  19.— The  British  steamer  Georgianna, 
with  a  cargo  of  medicines,  dry  goods,  and  six 
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pieces  of  field  artillery  of  the  Whitworth  and 
Blakelj  patterns,  was  disabled  and  subsequently 
destroyed  by  the  National  blockading  fleet  off 
Charleston,  S.  G. — The  Union  gunboat  Chenan- 
go was  launched  at  Greenpoint,  N.  Y. — A  party 
of  soldiers  sent  to  Rush  County,  Ind.,  to  arrest 
deserters,  succeeded  in  ^capturing  six,  but  while 
on  their  way  to  the  cars  the  deserters  were  res- 
cued by  a  large  party  of  mounted  *^  Southern 
sympathizers,**  who  were  armed  with  rifles.  Two 
companies  of  infantry  were  then  sent  from  India- 
napolis, and  the  deserters  were  again  taken  into 
custody. — A  skirmish  occurred  on  Duck  River, 
near  Franklin,  Tenn. — The  schooner  Fanny  Lew- 
is arrived  at  London,  from  Wilmington,  N.  C, 
having  run  the  blockade  with  a  cargo  of  cgtton 
and  turpentine.— -Zom^  News. 

March  20. — A  battle  was  this  day  fought  at 
Vaughf  s  Hill,  near  Milton,  Tenn.,  between  a  body 
of  Union  troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
A.  S.  Hall,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio, 
and  the  rebel  forces  under  Generals  Wheeler  and 
Morgan,  terminating,  after  a  well-contested  strug- 
gle, in  the  defeat  and  retreat  of  the  rebels,  with  a 
loss  of  nearly  four  hundred  of  their  number  kill- 
ed and  wounded. — {Doc,  141.) 

March  21. — A  fight  occurred  at  Cottage  Grove, 
Tenn.,  between  the  Union  force  stationed  in  that 
place,  and  a  body  of  rebel  gneiTillas,  numbering 
nearly  two  thousand  men.  The  fight  lasted  for 
more  than  two  hours  with  varying  success ;  but 
finally,  the  Union  party  being  reenforced,  the 
rebels  were  driven  off  the  field,  and  pursued  for 
several  miles,  with  great  loss  in  killed  and 
woimded. 

—  The  National  gunboats  Hartford  and  Mo- 
nongahela  passed  Warrenton,  Miss.,  and  anchored 
below .  Vicksbui^h.  —  Miyor-General  Edwin  V. 
Sumner  died  at  Sjrracuse,  N.  Y.,  this  morning. — 
The  British  steamer  Nicholas  I.  was  captured 
while  attempting  to  run  the  blockade  of  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C,  by  the  gunboat  Victoria. — A  fight  took 
place  near  Seneca,  Pendleton  County,  Va.,  be- 
tween a  party  of  loyal  men,  called  ^^  Swampers,'* 
and  a  force  of  rebels,  resulting  in  the  defeat  of 
the  "Swampers." — Wheeling  Intelligencer. 

— A  LARGE  force  of  Union  troops,  luider  the 
command  of  Generals  Stuart  and  Sherman,  in  con- 
innction  with  the  fleet  of  gunboats,  under  Admi- 
ral Porter,  returned  to  the  Yazoo,  after  a  success- 
ful reconnoitring  expedition  to  Steele*s  Bayou, 
Black  Bayou,  Muddy  Bayou,  and  Deer  Creek, 


Miss.  In  Deer  Creek  they  were  attacked  in  stroi^ 
force  by  the  enemy,  but,  after  a  contest  of  sercsral 
hours*  duration,  he  was  driven  off  with  consider- 
able loss.  The  expedition  destroyed  two  thou- 
sand bales  of  cotton,  fifty  thousand  bushelfl  of 
corn,  and  the  houses  and  cotton-gins  of  the  rebel 
planters  along  the  route. — {Doe,  140.) 

March  22. — ^This  morning,  at  ten  o*clock,  a 
scouting-party  of  fifty  men,  belonging  to  the  Fifth 
Missouri  cavalry,  encountered  Quantrel*s  guerrii- 
las  near  Blue  Spring,  Mo.  A  short  skirmish  en- 
sued, after  which  the  National  cavalry  retreated 
witii  a  loss  of  nine  killed,  five  missing  and  several 
wounded.  The  rebel  casualties  were  not  ascer- 
tained.— The  steamer  Granite  City  was  captured 
off  Eleuthera,  Bahamas,  by  the  United  States 
gunboat  Tioga. — Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  garrisoned 
by  a  detachment  of  National  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Radcliff,  was  this  day  cap- 
tured by  a  small  body  of  rebel  cavalry,  under 
Colonel  Cluke.— (i><MJ.  143.) 

March  23. — ^The  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Liberia  was  officially  promulgated. — 
The  schooner  Charm  was  captured  at  the  mouth 
of  Indian  River  Inlet,  Fla.,  by  a  boat  expedition 
from  the  National  steamer  Sagamore. — The  expe- 
ditionary force  of  National  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  CoL  John  D.  Rust,  which  left  Beaufort, 
S.  C,  on  the  nineteenth  instant,  arrived  at  Jack- 
sonville, Florida,  to-day. — {Doe,  148.) 

March  24. — The  rebel  steamer  Havelock,  under 
the  command  of  Captain  L.  M.  Coxetter,  ran  the 
blockade  into  Charleston,  S.  C.  A  correspondent 
of  the  Mobile  Register ,  gave  the  following  account 
of  her  ^^  narrow  escape  :*'  "  She  had  run  through 
the  blockaders  just  before  day,  having  left  Na.ssau 
on  the  twentieth  instant,  bringing  a  most  valuable 
caiigo.  After  crossing  the  bar,  however,  she  ran 
ashore  on  Drunken  Dick  Shoals,  and  it  was  feared 
the  enemy's  gimboats  would  run  in  and  endeavor 
to  capture  her,  which  might  have  been  done  at 
the  time  had  they  had  pluck  enough  to  have  at- 
tempted it  The  confederate  States  rams  Chico- 
ra,  Captain  Tucker,  and  Palmetto,  Captain  Rut- 
ledge,  immediately  got  under  weigh  and  went 
down  to  offer  battle,  should  the  enemy  attempt  a 
capture.  There  was  evidently  great  commotion 
among  the  fleet,  who  could  be  seen  rapidly  sig- 
nalizing each  other.  The  battery  was  crowded 
by  spectators  watching  events,  and  eagerly  look- 
ing for  some  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the 
Federals,  as  our  rams  glided  down  to  the  scene  of 
action.    The  British  steamer  Petrel,  which  bad 
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been  delayed  in  rendering  assistance  to  the  French 
fiteuner  Renaudin,  which  had  just  gotten  ofl^  was 
now  seen  going  out  at  this  time,  passing  Sullivan's 
Isbnd.  Numerous  sail-hoats  and  barges  were 
seen  running  down  the  bay,  adding  to  the  interest 
of  the  scene.  For  a  time  the  greatest  interest  and 
exdtemeut  prevafled.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
high  tide,  and  after  throwing  oyerboard  some  ten 
heavy  slabs  of  iron  and  about  forty  boxes  of  tin, 
the  Harelock  floated  off  and  came  safely  up  to  the 
city,  much  to  the  chagrin  of  the  Federals." 

— PoNCHATouLA,  La.,  was  this  day  captured,  af- 
ter a  brief  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  by  an  expe- 
ditionafy  force  of  National  troops,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  C\axk.—{Doe,  144.) 

—The  English  schooners  Mary  Jane  and  Ris- 
ing Dawn,  while  attempting  to  run  into  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C.,  were  captured  by  the  gunboats  State 
of  Georgia  and  Mount  Vernon. 

March  25. — The  United  States  rams  Lancaster 
and  Switzerland  undertook  to  run  the  batteries  at 
Ticksbmgh.  As  soon  as  they  came  within  range, 
the  rebels  opened  a  tremendous  fire.  The  Lan- 
caster was  struck  thirty  times.  Her  entire  bow 
was  shot  away,  causing  her  to  sink  immediate- 
ly, turning  a  complete  somerset  as  she  went 
down.  All  the  crew  except  two  escaped.  The 
Switzerland  was  disabled  by  a  sixty-four-pound 
ball  penetrating  the  steam  drum.  She  floated 
down ;  the  batteries  still  firing  and  striking  her 
T^epeatedly,  until  finally  the  Albatross  ran  along- 
Mdc,  and  towed  her  to  the  lower  mouth  of  the 
canal.  Both  these  gunboats  were  improvised 
from  light-built  wooden  rirer  steamers,  and  not 
calculated  to  sustain  a  heavy  fire. 

— Brbntwood,  Tenn.,  garrisoned  by  a  force  of 
National  troops,  numbering  five  hundred  men, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bloodgood,  was 
this  day  captured  and  sacked  by  the  combined 
rebel  forces  of  Wheeler,  Forrest,  Armstrong,  and 
Steams.  After  the  capture,  the  rebel  forces  were 
pursued  by  a  body  of  Union  troops,  under  the 
omimand  of  General  Green  Clay  Smith,  and  over- 
taken near  Franklin,  Tenn.  The  Nationals  were 
inferior  in  numbers  to  their  opponents,  who  were 
<lrawn  up  in  line  prepared  to  receive  them,  but 
they  immediately  made  the  attack,  and,  after  a 
brief  contest,  they  routed  and  drove  them  for  a 
distance  of  five  or  six  miles,  killing  and  wounding 
great  numbers  of  them.  In  their  flight  the  rebels 
sbandooed  the  whole  of  the  plunder  captured  in 
Brentwood  a  few  hours  previous. — (Doe,  147.)* 
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— ^Thb  citizens  of  Savannah,  Ghi.,  were  suffer- 
ing greatly  for  the  want  of  an  adequate  supply  of 
provisions.  Even  corn-meal  could  be  had  only  in 
small  quantities.  The  railroads  were  forbidden 
to  carry  any  food  out  of  the  town. 

— Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  the  Legislature  of  that  State,  recommend- 
ing the  passage  of  an  act  restricting  the  plant- 
ing of  cotton  to  a  quarter  of  an  acre  to  each 
hand,  under  a  heavy  penalty.  He  also  recom- 
mended that  further  restrictions  should  be  put 
upon  the  distillation  of  spirits,  so  as  to  prevent 
the  use  of  potatoes,  peas,  and  dried  peaches  for 
that  purpose.  He  was  in  favor  of  giving  a  cor- 
dial support  to  the  rebel  government 

— The  Union  fleet  of  iron-clad  monitors  and 
gunboats  under  the  command  of  Admiral  Du 
Pont,  left  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  to-day. 

— The  rebel  schooner  Clara  was  this  day  cap- 
tured, while  trying  to  run  the  blockade  at  Mobile, 
Ala.,   by  the  United  States  gunboat  Kanawha. 

— The  British  steamer  Dolphin,  laden  with 
contraband  of  war,  was  captured  by  the  United 
States  gunboat  Wachusett  off  Porto  Rico. 

March  26. — A  large  and  enthusiastic  Union 
meeting  was  held  this  evening  at  Buffiilo,  N.  Y. 
Resolutions  firmly  and  decidedly  for  the  support 
of  the  Government  and  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  until  a  peace  was  conquered,  were  unani- 
mously adopted. — The  Legislature  of  Maine  ad- 
journed, having  adopted  concurrent  resolutions 
fully  indorsing  President  Lincoln's  emancipation 
proclamation,  approving  the  use  of  negroes  in  the 
military  service  of  the  United  States,  and  oppos- 
ing all  suggestions  of  compromise. — An  expedi- 
tion sent  to  Rome,  Tenn.,  by  Gen.  George  Crook 
commanding  at  Carthage,  Tenn.,  returned  to- 
night, having  captured  twenty-eight  prisoners, 
among  them  a  rebel  captain  named  Rice,  together 
with  seven  wagons  and  thirty  horses. — General 
Bumsido  issued  an  order  assuming  comnumd  of 
the  Department  of  the  Ohio. 

March  27. — The  following  bill  was  this  day 
presented  to  the  L^slature  of  Virginia :  "  Be  it 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia, 
That  if  any  person  buy  any  article  of  food  (in- 
cluding salt)  fOT  man  or  beast,  and  withhold  the 
same  firom  market,  or  ask  and  receive  more  than 
five  per  centum  commission  or  profit  on  cost  and 
transportation,  such  person  shall  be  deemed  guil- 
ty of  misdemeanor,  and  shall  forfeit  the  article 
so  bought — one  half  to  the  informer  and  the  oth- 
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or  to  the  Commonwealth:  Provided,  That  this 
act  shall  not  apply  to  market-men  collecting  sup- 
plies for  daily  city  consumption,  or  to  any  per- 
son bringing  such  food  from  beyond  the  confede- 
rate army  lines,  or  purchases  for  family  consump- 
tion. 

"  This  act  shall  be  in  force  from  its  passage,  and 
continue  during  the  war.'* 

— An  important  debate  took  place  in  the  Brit- 
ish House  of  Commons,  concerning  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama. 

— Jacksonsville,  Fla.,  was  burned,  after  its 
evacuation,  this  day  by  the  National  forces  under 
Colonel  Rust— {Doc.  148.) 

— Colonel  Talcott,  of  the  rebel  army,  was 
arrested  at  New- York  City. — ^The  English  steamer 
Aries,  while  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade,  was 
captured  by  the  gunboat  Stettin,  off  Bull's  Bay, 
S.  C. — Robert  Gay  of  company  D,  Seventy-first 
Indiana  volunteers,  convicted  of  desertion  to  the 
rebels,  was  shot  at  Indianapolis,  Ind. — Fast  Day 
in  the  rebel  States. — Some  clergymen  in  Norfolk, 
Va.,  attempted  to  hold  service  in  their  churches, 
in  conformity  with  Jeff  Davis's  fast  proclamation, 
but  were  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the  Union 
soldiers  in  that  place. 

—  This  morning  the  United  States  steamer 
Hartford,  the  flag-ship  of  Admiral  Farragut,  en- 
gaged the  rebel  batteries  at  Warrenton,  three 
miles  below  Yicksburgh,  and  passed  below. 

March  28. — The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
adopted  unanimously  a  resolution  tendering  to 
the  soldiers  of  that  State  the  thanks  of  the  Com- 
monwealth for  the  services  they  had  rendered  in 
the  war  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  and 
pledging  such  reenforcements  to  their  support  as 
the  National  authority  should  from  time  to  time 
demand. — The  National  gunboat  Diana,  was  this 
day  captured  by  the  rebels  near  Pattersonville, 
La.— (i?a(J.  149.) 

This  morning  Coles's  Island,  nine  miles  from 
Charleston,  S.  C,  was  taken  possession  of  by 
the  One  Hundredth  New- York  volunteers,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  George  F.  B.  Dandy. — 
(Doc.  150.) 

— The  rebels  burned  the  temporary  bridge  with 
which  the  National  forces  had  replaced  the  Stone 
Bridge  at  Bull  Run,  Va.  They  also  were  engaged 
in  collecting  all  the  grain  and  other  supplies  they 
could  obtain  in  Loudon  and  Fauquier  counties  in 
that  State. 


— ^Tiie  steamer  Sam  Gaty  was  stopped  and 
boarded  at  Sibley,  Mo.,  by  a  gang  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas who  killed  a  number  and  robbed  all  of  tho 
passengers  of  their  money  and  wearinj*  apparel ; 
captured  eighty  negroes,  twenty  of  whom  they 
wantonly  killed,  and  destroyed  a  quantity  of  gov- 
ernment stores.  The  boat  was  then  allowed  to 
proceed  on  her  voyage. — {Doc  161.) 

— The  expeditionary  force  of  National  troops 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  FairchiR  of  the 
Second  Wisconsin  infantry,  returned  to  Belle 
Plain,  Va.,  to-day  after  a  successful  foraginj;  ex- 
pedition to  Northern  Neck.  One  thousand 
pounds  of  pork,  three  hundred  pounds  of  bacon, 
three  thousand  bushels  of  corn,  and  a  large  quan- 
tity of  wheat,  beans,  and  oats  were  seciirei 
Tho  cavalry  portion  of  the  escort  seized  a  num- 
ber of  horses  and  mules,  captured  several  prison- 
ers, and  broke  up  the  ferries  at  Union  and  Tap- 
pahannock.  The  force  also  burned  a  schooner 
engaged  in  smuggling  contraband  goods  into  Vir- 
ginia.— Baltimore  American. 

March  29. — The  schooner  Nettie  wars  captured 
by  the  United  States  steamer  South-Carolina, 
about  twenty -five  miles  east  of  Port  Royal,  with 
a  cargo  consisting  of  cotton,  mostly  damaged.— 
A  party  of  blockade  runners  was  captured  at 
Poplar  Hill  Creek,  Md.,  by  a  detachment  of  the 
First  Maryland  regiment,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  J.  L.  Williams. 

— A  DETAcnMENT  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Loomis,  while 
encamped  near  Somerville,  Tenn,  were  surprised 
by  a  large  force  of  rebel  guerrillas  under  Colonel 
Richardson,  but  after  a  desperate  conflict,  in 
which  the  National  party  had  over  forty  of  their 
number  killed  and  wounded,  the  rebels  were  bcai- 
en  off  and  retreated. — Chicago  Times. 

— Early  this  morning  the  National  pickets  in 
the  vicinity  of  Williamsburgh,  Va.,  were  attacked 
by  an  overwhelming  number  of  rebel  cavalry, 
killing  two,  wounding  six — including  Lieutenant 
Wingel,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania,  in  command 
of  the  pickets  —  and  taking  tluree  prisoners. 
Eight  horses  were  killed,  one  of  which  received 
as  many  as  thirteen  balls. 

March  30. — President  Lincoln  issued  a  procla- 
mation designating  and  setting  apart  Thursday, 
the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  as  a  day  of  national 
humiliation,  fasting,  and  prayer. — (Doe.  151.) 

— The  correspondence  between  the  rebel  agent 
iA  London,  J.  M.  Mason,  and  Earl  Russell,  the 
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British  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs,  concerning 
tlic  questions  of  the  blockade  of  the  Southern 
ports,  and  foreign  intervention  in  the  affairs  of 
America,  was  made  public — See  Supplement 

— A  BATTLE  was  this  day  fought  near  Somer- 
set, Ky.,  between  a  National  force  under  General 
Qillmofe,  and  the  rebel  army  under  General  Pe- 
gnm,  resulting  in  a  defeat  and  rout  of  the  latter 
with  great  loss. — {Doe,  162.) 

—  Washington,  N.  C,  garrisoned,  by  two 
thousand  National  troops  under  the  command  of 
General  Foster,  was  attacked  this  morning  by  a 
strong  force  of  rebels  under  Generals  HiU  and 
Pettigrew.  The  Union  pickets  and  skirmishers 
were  driven  in  with  considerable  loss,  but  the 
gunboat  Commodore  Hull  opening  on  the  rebels 
with  shell,  they  were  driven  back  to  the  hills  sur- 
rounding the  town,  where  they  immediately  com- 
menced to  fortify  themselves. — National  Intelli- 
geneer. 

—Mount  Pleasant,  Va.,  was  this  day  captured 
and  plundered  by  a  numerous  band  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas under  Colonel  Jenkins.  The  town  was 
garrisoned  by  a  company  of  the  Thirteenth  Vir- 
ginia volunteer  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
(kptain  Carter.  They  intrenched  themselves  in 
the  court-house,  where  they  were  attacked  by 
the  rebels,  but  after  a  four  hours*  contest,  in  which 
the  rebels  had  twenty  killed,  twenty-five  wound- 
ed, and  twenty-seven  of  their  number  captured, 
they  hastily  retreated  from  the  town,  many  of 
them  throwing  away  their  booty. — {Boo.  168.) 

— Ge37eeal  McClebnand  took  possession  of 
the  town  of  Richmond,  Miss.,  with  a  small  force, 
driving  the  rebel  cavalry  from  the  place  after  two 
hours'  sharp  fighting. 

— The  rebel  schooner  Expeditious  was  cap- 
torod  in  the  Savannah  River.  The  vessel  was 
from  Nassau,  N.  P.,  with  a  cargo  of  three  hun- 
dred and  forty  sacks  of  salt,  and  attempted  to 
nm  past  Fort  Pulaski  up  to  Savannah.  In  the 
darkness  she  missed  the  channel  and  went  into 
Calibogue  Sound,  where  she  was  discovered  at 
daylight  A  detachment  of  the  Forty-eighth 
regiment  was  at  once  put  on  board  the  Mattano 
and  despatched  to  secure  her,  which  they  did. 

Mareh  81. — Captain  Jabez  C.  Rich,  of  Gorham, 
Me.,  of  the  rebel  marine  corps,  was  arrested  in  that 
place  to^y,  and  conveyed  to  Fort  Preble  by 
Provost-Marshal  Elliott,  under  orders  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  War.  He  claimed  to  be  a  paroled 
priaoDer. — The  Legislature  of  Virginia  passed  a 


bill  authorizing  the  impressment  of  the  salt- 
works in  Washington  County,  Va.,  to  be  worked 
on  State  account — Major-Gencral  Ilerron  was 
assigned  to  the  command  of  the  National  army 
of  the  frontier. — A  large  Union  meeting  was  held 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  at  which  speeches  were 
made  by  Admiral  Foote,  Green  Adams  of  Ken- 
tucky, Mayor  Wallach,  and  others,  and  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  in  support  of  the  National 
Government  and  for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of 
the  war  against  all  traitors  at  home  and  abroad. 
— Natioiuil  Intelligeneer, 

—  President  Lincoln  issued  a  proclamation 
declaring  all  commercial  intercourse  not  licensed 
'and  conducted  as  provided  by  law  between  citi- 
zens of  the  States  now  in  rebellion,  and  those  of 
the  loyal  States  of  the  Union,  to  be  imlawful, 
and  would  remain  unlawful  until  such  rebellion 
should  cease,  notice  of  which  would  be  duly 
given  by  proclamation. — {Doe,  155.) 

April  1. — Admiral  Farragut  with  the  National 
gunboats  Hartford,  Switzerland,  and  Albatross, 
engaged  the  rebel  batteries  at  Grand  Gulf,  Miss., 
and  succeeded  in  passing  below  them  without 
material  damage. — Secretary  Gabandau^s  Report 

— The  National  Bank  of  Erie,  Pa.,  was  organ- 
ized by  M.  Sanford  and  associates,  to  commence 
business  on  the  first  of  May. — Captain  Mosby, 
of  the  rebel  cavalry,  made  a  raid  near  Broad 
Run,  Va.  His  force  was  encountered  by  a  por- 
tion of  the  First  Vermont  cavalry,  when  a  sharp 
fight  ensued.  The  rebels  took  up  a  position  be- 
hind a  fence  which  the  Union  cavalry  could  not 
get  over,  and  from  which  they  were  unable  to 
dislodge  the  rebels.  During  the  fight  Captain 
Flint,  of  the  First  Vermont  cavalry,  and  a  lieu- 
tenant of  the  same  regiment,  were  severely 
wounded. 

April  2. — At  Richmond,  Va.,  a  riot  occurred 
in  which  a  large  number  of  women  were  engag- 
ed. They  broke  open  the  rebel  government 
stores,  and  took  bread,  clothing,  and  such  other 
materials  as  they  desired,  when  the  militia  were 
ordered  out  to  suppress  their  proceedings. — 
{Doe,  163.) 

— Eight  regiments  of  General  Crufts^s  and 
Hazen's  brigades,  of  General  Palmer^s  division, 
made  an  effort  to  capture  a  rebel  brigade  station- 
ed at  Woodbury,  Tenn.  Last  night  at  ten 
o^clock  the  party,  accompanied  by  a  body  of  Ohio 
cavalry,  left  Murfreesboro.  General  Hazen  made 
a  detour  of  fifteen  miles,  expecting  to  begin  the 
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attack  at  daylight  this  morning.  Crufls^s  bri- 
gade went  direct  During  the  night  the  rebel 
pickets  extended  their  lines,  so  that  the  advance 
began  skirmishing  before  General  Hazen  had 
posted  his  troops,  and  in  consequence  the  rebels 
escaped,  the  National  cavalry  keeping  up  a  run- 
ning fight  for  three  miles,  and  capturing  thirty 
of  the  rebels,  besides  killing  and  wounding 
twelve  of  their  number.  Corporal  Jacob  R. 
Shaveles,  of  company  E,  Third  Ohio,  was  the 
only  one  wounded  on  the  National  side.  **  He 
acted  very  gallantly,  charging  a  squad  of  rebels 
single-handed,  and  sabrcing  half  a  dozen  before 
being  shot" —  Cincinnati  Gazette, 

— ^At  daylight  this  morning.  Admiral  Farra- 
gut,  with  the  National  squadron,  left  Grand  Gulf, 
Miss.,  and  proceeded  to  the  mouth  of  Red  River, 
destroying  on  the  way  a  large  number  of  rebel 
skiffs  and  flatboats.  He  arrived  at  the  Red  Riv- 
er at  sundown. — Secretary  Gahandau's  Report. 

— Major  W.  C.  Ransom,  of  the  Sixth  Kansas 
cavalry,  destroyed  the  band  of  rebel  guerrillas  un- 
der Colonel  Hicks,  in  Jackson  County,  Mo.,  kill- 
ing seventeen  and  hanging  two  who  were  engag- 
ed in  the  robbery  of  the  steamer  Sam  Gaty. 
He  also  recovered  a  portion  of  the  contrabands 
captured  from  that  steamer,  besides  taking  twen- 
ty-one of  the  guerrillas'  horses,  and  their  camps, 
with  all  their  equipage,  ammunition,  etc. — Qen- 
eral  Curtiis  Despatch. 

— As  the  National  gunboat  St  Clair  was  pass- 
ing Palmyra,  twenty-four  miles  above  Fort  Don- 
elson,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  she  was  fired 
into  by  a  section  of  Ring's  rebel  Missouri  bat- 
tery, belonging  to  ihp  army  under  General  Van 
Dom.  The  third  shot  struck  the  supply-pipe  of 
the  steamer,  rendering  her  unmanageable,  and 
wounding  two  of  her  crew.  She  was  taken  in 
tow  by  the  steamer  Luminous,  and  carried  to 
Cairo,  111. — General  "Wright,  in  command  of  the 
National  forces  in  California,  issued  a  proclama- 
tion which  concluded  as  follows:  ^* Although 
the  great  mass  of  people  on  the  Pacific  coast  are 
eminently  patriotic  and  devoted  to  the  Union, 
yet,  fellow-citizens,  we  must  not  disguise  the 
fact  that  we  have  traitors  in  our  midst,  who  are 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  involve  this  country 
in  the  horrors  of  civil  war ;  to  such  persons,  I 
say,  pause  and  reflect  well  before  plunging  into 
the  yawning  abyss  of  treasoti.  An  indignant 
people  will  rise  in  their  majesty,  and  swift  retri- 
butive  justioe  will  be  their  certain  doom." 


— Gekeral  Stanley,  with  two  thousand  caval- 
ry, and  an  infantry  brigade  under  Colonel  Math- 
ews, left  Murfreesboro,  on  an  expedition  to  cap- 
ture- Morgan's  and  Wharton's  rebel  regiments  of 
infantry  and  cavalry  at  Snow  Hill,  Tenn.  Be- 
yond Auburn  they  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets,  the 
Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry  turning  the  rebel 
right  while  Minty's  cavalry,  with  a  battery  un- 
der Captain  Newell,  moved  up  in  front  The 
rebels  fled,  but  were  again  encountered  at  Smithes 
Ford  and  on  Dry  Fork,  from  both  of  which  places 
they  were  driven  with  some  loss.  Finally  they 
formed  a  third  line  on  Snow  Hill,  when  the  Sec- 
ond and  Fourth  Ohio  cavalry  sent  to  their  rear, 
succeeded  in  breaking  their  line  and  putting  them 
to  flight,  with  a  loss  of  fifty  killed  and  wounded* 
and  sixty  taken  prisoners  The  Union  loss  was 
one  private  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
killed,  and  two  slightly  wounded.  Three  hun- 
dred Lorses  were  captured  by  General  Stanley, 
and  carried  into  Murfreesboro. — General  Boee- 
erans^s  Despatch. 

April  3. — Secretary  Welles  issued  an  order, 
naming  such  of  the  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines  of  the  United  States  Navy,  as  were  en- 
titled to  receive  the  Medal  of  Honor  authorized 
by  Congress,  to  be  given  to  such  as  should  most 
distinguish  themselves  by  gallantry  in  action,  and 
other  seamanlike  qualities,  during  the  present 
war.— (i?<>c.  156.) 

— The  British  steamer  Tampico  was  captured 
off  Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  by  the  United  States 
gunboat  New-London.— Phillip  Huber  and  three 
others,  having  been  arrested  at  Reading,  Pa.,  on 
a  charge  of  being  connected  with  a  treasonable 
organization  known  as  *^  Knights  of  the  Golden 
Circle,'*  were  taken  to  Philadelphia  and  placed  in 
prison.  Considerable  excitement  existed  at  Read- 
ing in  regard  to  the  affair. — Philadelphia  Press. 

— Governor  Bonhah,  of  South-Carolina,  sent 
a  message  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen- 
tatives of  that  State,  informing  them  that  the 
spirit  of  speculation  had  made  such  alarming 
strides  in  the  State  ds  to  render  their  interposi- 
tion necessary  to  arrest  the  eviL  Large  sums 
were  invested  in  flour,  com,  bacon,  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  prime  necessity,  to  the  monopoly  al- 
most of  such  articles  in  certain  sections  of  the 
country;  and  that  they  were  withheld  from  mar- 
ket, or  were  exported  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State,  to  the  great  enhancement  of  prices,  and  to 
the  manifest  injury  of  the  consumer.    He  there* 
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fore  recommended  the  passage  of  an  act  to  ar- 
rest the  purchase  and  monopoly  of  articles  of 
prune  necessity,  even  when  it  was  not  intended 
to  export  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State. — 
(Doe.  167.) 

— Captaik  J.  J.  WoBTHiNOTON,  With  two  com- 
panies  of  the  First  >egiment  of  loyal  Arkansas 
carilry,  returned  to  Fayetteville,  Ark.,  from  a 
scout  in  Carroll  County,  in  that  State.  He  had 
four  skirmishes  with  the  rebels,  and  succeeded 
in  killing  twenty-two  and  taking  seven  prisoners. 
Captains  ^ith  and  McFarland  of  the  rebels 
were  killed,  and  Captain  Walker  was  taken  pris- 
<mcr.  The  National  casualty  was  one  man 
wounded.— ^^Ti^ral  Curtu^t  De$pateh, 

April  4. — To-day  an  attempt  was  made  by  the 
National  forces  at  Washington,  N.  C,  to  capture 
the  rebel  battery  at  Rodman*s  Point,  command- 
ing the  Pamlico  River,  opposite  Washington.  A 
force  of  two  hundred  infantry,  under  the  com- 
^nd  of  General  Potter,  embarked  on  board  the 
gunboat  Ceres,  Captain  McDcrmot,  but  she  got 
agroond  a  short  distance  from  the  rebel  battery, 
when  the  troops  were  unable  to  land.  The  rebels 
immediately  opened  fire  upon  her,  killing  and 
wounding  five  men,  when  the  Union  party  were 
obliged  to  retire. 

—In  retaliation  for  firing  into  and  disabling 
the  gunboat  St.  Clair,  the  gunboat  Lexington, 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Leroy  Fitch, 
visited  the  town  of  Palmyra,  Tenn.,  and  after 
giving  the  inhabitants  time  to  leave,  burned  it  to 
the  ground. — General  George  W.  Williamson  and 
»  Mrs.  Atwood  were  arrested  at  New- York. — The 
Supreme  Court  of  New- York,  at  Rochester,  de- 
cided that  United  States  legal  tender  notes  were 
tonstitutional  as  to  debts  contracted  before  the 
Passage  of  the  law  making  such  notes  a  legal 
tender.  All  of  the  Judges  concurred  in  the  de- 
dsioa. 

—The  National  steamer  Sylvan  Shore,  which 
left  Beaufort  for  Washington,  N.  C,  this  mom- 
mg,  when  a  few  miles  below  the  latter  place  was 
fired  on  by  a  rebel  battery,  which  compelled  her 
to  return  to  Beaufort,  with  several  of  her  crew 
killed  and  wounded. 

April  6. — The  ship  Louisa  Hatch  was  captured 
vid  burned  by  the  rebel  privateer  Alabama,  in 
latitude  8*  30',  longitude  26**  26'.  —  Eight  thou- 
»nd  National  troops  left  Newbem,  N.  C,  by  the 
way  of  the  Neuse  River,  to  reenforce  General 
Foster,  who  was  at  Washington,  surrounded  by 


the  rebels,  but  meeting  a  superior  force  of  the  en- 
emy, they  returned  to  Newbem.— An  expedition, 
consisting  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
nuuid  of  General  Steele,  met  a  small  body  of 
rebels  at  a  bridge  over  the  Black  Bayou,  Miss., 
with  whom  they  had  a  skirmish.  The  rebels 
were  driven  across  the  bayou,  when  they  burned 
the  bridge  and  retreated.  The  Union  troops're- 
built  the  bridge,  and  proceeded  on  the  march  to- 
ward Yazoo  City. 

— ^To-DAT  the  Union  gunboats  before  Washing- 
ton, N.  C,  shelled  the  rebel  batteries  at  Hiirs 
Point  for  two  hours,  but  without  being  able  to 
reduce  them. — BoBton  Traveller. 

April  6.— The  New-England  Methodist  Con- 
ference, in  session  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  adopted 
a  report  supporting  President  Lincoln^ s  Emanci- 
pation Proclamation,  expressing  entire  confidence 
in  his  administration,  and  pledging  moral  and 
material  aid  to  hik  in  his  every  effort  to  crush 
the  rebellion. 

—  General  R.  B.  Mitchell,  with  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  cavalry,  went  out  from  Nashville, 
on  the  Lebanon  turnpike  to  Green  Hill,  Tenn. 
Dashing  into  a  rebel  camp  where  there  was  a  largo 
number  of  conscripts,  on  a  sabre  charge,  he  killed 
five  and  captured  fifteen.  He  captured  all  their 
arms,  horses,  and  equipments.  The  rebels  were 
composed  of  parts  of  Morgan's  and  McCoun's 
men.  Among  the  prisoners  were  Captain  Bondy, 
of  the  Eighteenth  Tennessee,  and  a  lieutenant  of 
Morgan's  cavalry.  A  still-house,  containing  forty 
casks  of  liquors,  was  destroyed.  One  man  was 
wounded.  General  Mitchell's  command  made  the 
march  of  fifty-five  miles  in  twelve  hours. — -^0- 
tional  Intelligeneer, 

— The  United  States  gunboats  Hartford,  Swit- 
zerland, and  Albatross,  which  had  been  block- 
ading the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, since  the  first  instant,  got  under  way  early 
this  morning,  and  proceeded  down  to  Bayou  Sara, 
where  they  stopped,  seized  upon  and  threw  into 
the  river  ten  thousand  sacks  of  com,  after  which 
they  proceeded  to  Port  Hudson,  coming  to  anchor 
five  miles  above  the  rebel  batteries. — Gold  sold 
in  Richmond,  Va.,  at  four  hundred  per  cent  pre- 
mium.— The  National  steamer  Fox  (Whittemore) 
was  captured  by  a  party  of  rebels  at  Pass  a 
L'Outre,  Mississippi  River. — Mobile  Tribune. 

April  7. — Fort  Sumter,  in  Charleston  harbor, 
S.  C,  was  this  day  attacked  by  a  fieot  of  iron- 
clad monitors  and  gunboats,  under  the  command 
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of  Admiral  Du  Pont;  but  after  a  terrific  bom- 
bardment of  two  hours'  duration,  they  withdrew 
from  the  contest  discomfited. — (Doc.  158.) 

— The  United  States  gunboat  Barataria  was 
lost  while  making  a  reconnoissance  in  Amite 
River,  La. — A  successful  expedition  into  Glouces- 
ter County,  Va.,  to  capture  and  destroy  cattle 
and  grain  belonging  to  the  rebels,  was  made  by 
Colonel  A.  H.  Grimshaw,  of  the  Fourth  Delaware 
infantry.  He  succeeded  in  destroj'ing  over  ten 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  that  had  been 
collected  for  the  use  of  the  rebels,  and  in  captur- 
ing over  three  hundred  cattle,  sheep,  etc. — Phi- 
ladelphia  Inquirer. 

April  8. — The  Richmond  Dispatch  of  this  date, 
said:  "We  have  published  the  gist  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  Mr.  Mason  and  Lord  Russell, 
on  the  question  of  the  legality  of  the  blockade  of 
our  ports  by  the  Yankee  Government,  and  the 
recognition  of  the  Confederacy.  No  Southern 
man  can  read  it  without  feelings  of  indignation 
and  contempt — indignation  for  the  cold  and  stony 
haughtiness,  not  to  say  rudeness  of  manner  of 
tho  British  Minister  toward  Mr.  Mason,  afterward 
only  partially  atoned  for  by  a  disavowal  of  any 
personal  disrespect,  and  contempt  for  the  subter- 
fuges resorted  to,  to  cover  a  selfish  policy.  .  . 
We  must  not  forget,  whatever  the  ministry  may 
do  or  propose,  that  our  country  has  received  the 
most  valuable  assistance  from  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, and  at  this  time  there  are  schemes  on  foot 
there,  of  great  importance  to  us." — ^The  English 
schooner  Maggie  Fulton,  while  attempting  to  run 
the  blockade  at  Indian  River  Inlet,  Fla.,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  bark  Gem  of  the  Sea. — The  Union 
gunboat  George  Washington,  while  on  a  recon- 
noissance up  Broad  River,  S.  C,  was  stranded, 
and  soon  afterward  attacked  by  a  party  of  rebels 
on  shore,  who  succeeded  in  throwing  a  shell  into 
her  magazine  and  blowing  her  up.  Two  of  the 
Unionists  were  killed  and  eight  wounded,  all  be- 
longing to  the  Third  Rhode  Island  artillery. — A 
party  of  rebel  guerrillas,  under  Woodward,  cap- 
tured and  burned  the  steamers  Saxonia  and  Lo- 
vell,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  after  killing  the 
captain  of  the  latter,  and  severely  wounding  the 
captain  of  the  former. 

— The  Tallahatqhie  fleet,  consisting  of  the  di- 
visions under  Generals  Ross  and  Quimby,  and 
numerous  gunboats  and  mortar-boats,  arrived  at 
Helena,  Ark.  The  expedition,  which  had  been  ab- 
sent forty-three  days,  left  Fort  Greenwood  on  the 
fifth.    As  soon  as  the  bustle  was  observed  by 


the  rebels,  they  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the 
woods  where  batteries  had  been  planted,  which 
continued  till  the  last  boat  steamed  up  the  river. 
On  the  passage,  the  boats  were  frequently  fired 
on  by  guerrillas.  A  number  of  soldiers  were 
wounded  and  twenty-five  or  thirty  killed. 

April  9. — Colonel  N.  U.  Daniels,  of  the  Second 
regiment  of  Louisiana  National  volunteers,  with 
one  hundred  and  eighty  of  his  men,  left  Ship  Island 
on  an  expedition  to  Pascagoula,  Miss.  He  reached 
that  place  and  landed  his  force  at  nine  o'clock  in 
the  morning ;  took  possession  of  the  hotel,  and 
hoisted  the  National  flag.  Immediately  after 
this,  he  was  attacked  by  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry, 
supported  by  one  company  of  infantry,  and  after 
a  severe  fight,  in  which  twenty  of  the  rebels  were 
killed  and  a  large  number  wounded,  he  succeeded 
in  repulsing  them,  and  capturing  three  prisoners 
and  their  colors.  Colonel  Daniels  held  the  place 
until  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when,  hearing 
that  large  reenforcements  for  the  enemy  were 
coming  up  the  Pascagoula  River,  he  withdrew  bis 
men  and  returned  to  Ship  Island. — {Doc  165.) 

— A  LARGE  war  meeting  was  held  at  Chicago, 
111.,  at  which  speeches  were  made  by  Wifliam  A 
Howard,  of  Michigan,  Senator  Trumbull,  «id 
others. — A  sharp  fight  took  place  at  Blount's 
MUls,  N.  C— (/?o(?.  166.) 

April  10. — Jefierson  Davis,  in  compliance  with 
the  request  of  the  rebel  Congress,  issued  an 
address  to  the  people  of  the  rebellious  States, 
invoking  their  attention  **  to  the  present  position 
and  future  prospects  of  our  country,  and  to  the 
duties  which  patriotism  imposes  on  us  all  during 
this  great  struggle  for  our  homes  and  our  liber- 
ties."—(iJoc.  159.) 

— ^Lieutenant  Rickertson,  of  the  Eighteenth 
Ohio  regiment,  stationed  at  Demosville,  Kj., 
having  received  information  that  a  band  of  rebels 
were  in  the  habit  of  holding  meetings  at  Morris's 
Mills,  in  Campbell  County,  left  his  camp  on  the 
day  before  yesterday  for  the  purpose  of  capturing 
them.  He  did  not  find  them  at  Morris's  Mills, 
but  two  miles  farther  on,  near  Roushe^s  house, 
he  captured  two  men  belonging  to  the  guerrilla 
band  under  *^Jim  Caldwell."  Continuing  the 
pursuit  yesterday,  Lieutenant  Rickertson  en- 
camped within  "  thirty  yards  of  the  rebels  with- 
out either  party  having  a  knowledge  of  it,  t^^ 
this  morning  CaldwelFs  party  got  the  start,  Lieu- 
tenant Rickertson,  upon  hearing  of  their  move- 
ment, following  in  pursuit."  The  rebels  were 
not  overtaken  until  they  reached  the  vicinity  of 
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Gcrmantourn,  in  Mason  County,  whero'they  were 
surprised  and  completely  routed.  Lieutenant 
DanieU  of  the  rebel  party  was  killed  in  the  fight 
that  took  place,  and  tliree  others  were  wounded 
CaMwell  escaped  on  a  very  fleet  horse,  while  his 
men,  except  three  who  were  captured,  fled  to  the 
woods,  leaving  their  horses  in  tlie  hands  of  the 
Nationals. — Chicago  Tribune. 

— Frasklin,  Tenn.,  was  attacked  by  the  rebel 
forces  under  General  Van  Dom,  who  were  re- 
pulsed and  routed  by  the  Union  army  of  occupa- 
tion, under  the  command  of  General  G.  Granger. 
-(Doe.  160.) 

—The  rebels  in  the  vicinity  of  Port  Donelson, 
Tcno.,  having  been  gathering  all  the  horses  fit 
for  cavalry  service,  General  Rosecrans  ordered 
all  the  good  animals  in  that  neighborhood  to  be 
taken  by  the  forces  under  his  command.  While 
engaged  in  this  duty,  seventy  of  his  men  met  an 
ftiual  number  of  rebels  near  Waverly,  when  a 
fi^ht  ensued,  in  which  twenty-one  of  the  latter, 
including  Major  Blondin  and  two  captains,  were 
taken  prisoners. — Captain  A.  G.  Webster  was 
executed  by  the  rebels  at  Gamp  Lee,  near  Rich- 
mond, Va. — Richmond  Whig. 

—The  expedition  which  went  out  firom  New- 
btrn,  N.  C.,  under  General  Spinola,  to  reenforce 
General  Foster  at  Washington,  returned  to  New- 
k'm,  having  been  unsuccessful  in  their  object. 

April  11. — ^The  rebel  steamer  Stonewall  Jack- 
i^Q,  formerly  the  Leopard,  while  attempting  to 
run  into  the  harbor  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was 
"*  hotly  chased  by  half  a  dozen  blockaders,  which 
fired  at  her,  and  she  received  several  shots 
through  her  hull.  Captain  Black  finding  it  im- 
IHx^sible  to  escape,  ran  the  steamer  on  the  beach 
vid  burned  her.  The  crew  and  passengers  took 
to  the  boats  and  arrived  at  Charleston.  The 
steamer  was  burned  to  the  water^s  edge  in  sight 
')f  the  Yankees.  Her  cargo  consisted  of  several 
pieces  of  field  artillery,  two  hundred  barrels  of 
^t-petre,  forty  thousand  army  shoes,  and  a  large 

t^sortmcnt  of  merchandise." — Charleston  Mer- 

rury. 

—A  sTROxo  Union  force  under  the  command  of 
^'olonel  A.  D.  Streight,  left  Nashville,  Tenn.,  on 
&  raid  into  Alabama  and  Georgia.— (Z)<7&  178.) 

—Yesterday,  the  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  rebel 
r^^giment,  Colonel  Tabb,  was  sent  to  the  rear  of 
Fort  Magruder,  at  Williamsburgh,  Va.  At  the 
hreak  of  day  this  morning  he  made  a  descent 
upon  the  National  cavalry  camp  at  Whitaker's 


Mill,  and  destroyed  the  whole  camp,  commissary 
and  hospital  stores,  and  an  immense  amount  of 
ammunition,  besides  killing  a  large  number  of 
horses.  Five  of  the  Nationals  were  killed,  several 
wounded,  nineteen  taken  prisoners,  and  some 
twenty  or  so  of  the  sick  paroled.  After  this  feat 
Colonel  Tabb  made  good  his  retreat  without  the 
loss  of  a  man  —  only  one  oflicor  and  private 
wounded. — Richmond  Examiner. 

— A  BRIEF  skirmish  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Black  water,  Va,,  between  the  Union  pickets 
and  a  party  of  rebels,  in  which  the  former  wero 
forced  back  with  the  loss  of  several  of  their  num- 
ber taken  prisoners. — Baltimore  American. 

— At  Sheffield,  England,  an  engraver  was  ar- 
rested and  committed  on  charge  of  forging  the 
Treasury  Notes  of  the  United  States. 

April  12. — Information  having  been  received 
by  General  King,  commanding  at  Yorktown,  Va., 
of  the  presence  of  a  large  body  of  cavalry  in 
Gloucester  County,  Colonel  A.  H.  Grimshaw, 
Fourth  Delaware  volunteers,  in  command  of  the 
post  at  Gloucester  Point,  was  ordered  to  send 
out  a  detachment  of  infantry  for  the  purpose  of 
reconnoitring  the  enemy's  position,  and,  if  possi- 
ble, driving  him  firom  some  mills  which  he  was 
reported  to  occupy,  about  ten  miles  beyond  the 
Union  lines.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tcvis,  Fourth 
Delaware,  started  out  at  two  p.m.,  with  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  volunteers  from  his  OTi'n  regiment| 
and  having  ascertained  the  force  of  the  rebels  to 
be  about  two  hundred  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Goodwin,  pushed  forward  to  at- 
tack them.  The  enemy  fell  back,  leaving,  how- 
ever, two  of  their  pickets  in  the  hands  of  the  Na- 
tionals. They  were  ridden  down  and  captured 
by  Colonel  Tevis,  Lieutenant  Tower  and  Dr. 
Hopkins,  surgeon  of  the  regiment  The  detach- 
ment returned  to  camp  about  nine  o'clock  p.m., 
having  burned  a  saw-mill  and  two  large  grist- 
mills, filled  with  grain  and  flour,  for  the  use  of 
the  rebels  in  Richmond.  The  prisoners  belonged 
to  Fitz-Hugh  Lee's  regiment,  the  Fifth  Virginia  cav- 
alry. They  were  well  armed,  and  carried  printed 
orders,  signed  by  J.  £.  B.  Stuart,  to  seize  a  num- 
ber of  horses  for  the  use  of  their  regiment,  ^*  to 
replace  those  killed  or  disabled  during  the  last 
campaign." — Philadelphia  Inquirer. 

— ^LlEDTENANT-COLONEL     EdOAR    A.     KiMBALL, 

of  Hawkins's  Zouaves,  Ninth  regiment  of  New- 
York  volunteers,  was  killed  by  General  Michael 
Corcoran,  at  a  point  near  Suffolk,  Va. 
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April  13. — The  National  transport  steamer 
Escort,  with  reenforcements,  ammunition  and 
supplies  for  General  Foster,  who  was  surrounded 
at  Washington,  N.  C,  ran  the  rebel  batteries  on 
the  Pamlico  Riyer,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  her 
destination. 

— This  morning  a  detachment  of  National 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Spear, 
Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  attacked  a  body 
of  rebel  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  but 
after  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  Unionists  were  com- 
pelled to  retire  behind  their  fortified  works.  In 
the  afternoon,  however,  the  same  party,  reen- 
forced  by  cavalry,  sallied  forth,  encountered  the 
enemy,  and  drove  him  back  with  considerable 
loss. 

April  14. — ^Yesterday  the  rebel  works  on  the 
Bayou  Teche,  La.,  were  attacked  by  the  National 
forces  under  Generals  Banks  and  Emory,  and  to- 
day, after  a  desperate  conflict  of  several  hours' 
duration,  the  works  were  carried  and  the  rebels 
driven  out. — The  rebel  gunboats  Diana,  Hart,  and 
Queen  of  the  West,  were  also  destroyed.  The 
two  former  were  burned  by  the  rebels,  to  prevent 
them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Unionists, 
and  the  iron-clad  ram  Queen  of  the  West,  was 
attacked  by  the  United  States  gunboats  Estrella, 
Calhoun,  and  Arizona,  set  on  fire  and  destroyed. — 
{Doe,  167.) 

—The  United  States  gunboat  West  End,  lying 
in  the  Nanscmond  River,  four  miles  below  Suf- 
folk, Va.,  was  this  day  attacked  by  a  rebel  bat- 
tery, and  considerably  damaged.  During  the 
engagement,  seven  of  her  crew  were  killed  or 
wounded, 

— General  Foster  escaped  from  Washington, 
N.  C,  in  the  steamer  Escort,  which  ran  the  rebel 
blockade  on  the  Pamlico  River  to-day. 

— To-day  a  fight  took  place  on  the  Nansemond 
River,  Va.,  between  the  United  States  gunboats 
Commodore  Barney,  Mount  Washington,  and 
Stepping  Stones,  and  a  powerftil  rebel  shore  bat- 
tery, in  which,  after  a  four  hours'  bombardment, 
the  latter  was  silenced. — (2>oc,168.) 

April  15.— Franklin,  St  Mary's  Parish,  La., 
was  occupied  by  the  National  forces,  under  Gen- 
eral Banks.— -The  siege  of  Washington,  N.  C, 
was  raised.  The  rebel  force,  which  for  nearly 
three  weeks  had  invested  that  place,  left  suddenly 
this  evening.  General  Foster,  who  arrived  at 
Newborn  yesterday,  was  preparing  an  expedition 
to  varch  for  the  relief  of  the  town,  when  the 


account  of  the  departure  of  the  rebels  reached 
him. — See  Supplement, 

— At  a  point  seventy  miles  south  of  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah,  Colonel  Evans,  with  a  party  of  National 
troops,  attacked  and  put  to  flight  two  hundred 
Indians,  thirty  of  whom  were  killed.  The  Union 
forces  followed  them  fourteen  miles,  scattering 
them  in  every  direction.  Lieutenant  Peck  was 
killed  and  two  sergeants  were  wounded  on  the 
National  side. — A  battalion  of  cavalry  from  Cali- 
fornia arrived  at  New-York  from  San  Francisco, 
under  the  command  of  Major  De  Witt  C.  Thomp- 
son.— Fighting  was  continued  on  the  Nansemond 
River,  Va.,  and  its  vicinity. 

— A  DETACHMENT  of  two  hundred  of  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Kentucky  mounted  infantry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  J.  Dills,  made  a  forced  march 
on  Pikeville,  Ky.,  and  after  a  sharp  fight,  captured 
seventeen  rebel  officers  and  sixty-one  privates, 
with  their  horses,  arms,  and  equipments.  At  the 
same  time,  eight  scouts  firom  the  command  of 
General  Julius  White,  belonging  to  the  Four- 
teenth Kentucky  infantry,  captured  in  Breathitt 
Co.,  Ky.,  a  rebel  captain  and  twelve  privates. 

April  16. — A  fleet  of  eight  National  gunboats 
and  several  transports,  under  the  command  of 
Admiral  Porter,  passed  the  rebel  batteries  at 
Vicksburgh,  to-night,  without  any  material  dam- 
age, except  the  loss  by  fire  of  one  of  the  trans- 
ports, laden  with  commissary  stores  and  forage.— 
{Doe.  169) 

— A  PARTT  of  Indians  attacked  a  detachment 
of  eighteen  soldiers  at  Medalia,  thirty  miles  from 
Mankato,  Minnesota,  killing  one  and  wounding 
two,  besides  killing  a  boy  and  two  men  belong- 
ing to  the  settlement — The  British  steamer  Ger- 
trude was  captured  off  Harbor  Island,  W.  I.,  by 
the  National  gunboat  Vanderbilt 

April  17. — ^Brigadier-General  Daniel  A.  Don- 
elson,  commanding  the  rebel  depyirtment  of  East- 
Tennessee,  died  near  Knozville.  He  was  the 
nephew  of  General  Andrew  Jackson. — ^The  rebel 
schooner  Alabama,  was  captured  off  Mobile, 
while  endeavoring  to  evade  the  blockade,  by  the 
National  steamer  Susquehanna.  —  Cam.  Hiteh- 
eoeVs  Despatch, 

— A  LARGE  detachment  of  the  Ninety-ninth 
and  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  New- York  regi- 
ments had  a  successful  skirmish  with  the  rebels 
at  the  South-Quay  road,  near  Suffolk,  Va.,  and 
succeeded  in  killing  and  wounding  a  considerable 
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number  (^  them.      In  the  encounter  the  Nation- 
als had  two  killed  and  three  wounded. 

--GoLOVBL  H.  R  GniEBSON,  in  command  of  a 
strong  force  of  Union  cayaby,  left  La  Grange, 
Tenn.,  on  a  raid  through  the  State  of  Mississippi 
(Doe.  17a) 

—A  SKiBMiSH  took  place  at  Bear  Creek,  Tenn., 
between  a  party  of  Nationals  under  the  command 
of  General  Dodge,  and  the  rebels,  resulting  in  the 
retreat  of  the  latter.  Captain  Cameron  of  the 
Ninth  Illinois  caralrj  was  killed. — A  detachment 
of  National  troops  under  General  Grover,  en- 
countered a  large  force  of  rebels  at  Bajou  Yer- 
milioD,  La.,  and  opening  upon  them  with  artil- 
lerj,  droYe  them  from  their  positioa— ^2)06. 171.) 

April  18. — ^The  rebel  side-wheel  steamer  St 
John  was  captared  while  endeayoring  to  run  the 
blockade  into  Cape  Romaine  Inlet,  by  the  Nation- 
al steamer  Stettin. — ^A  reconnoissance  of  Sabine 
Ptes,  Texas,  was  made  by  a  party  from  the  Na- 
tionil  gunboats  Cayuga  and  New-London.  On 
Uoding  near  the  light-house  they  were  fired  on 
by  concealed  rebels.  Captain  McDermott  of  the 
Cftjuga  being  killed,  and  his  crew  of  five  men 
captuied.  Captain  Reed  of  the  New-London 
WM  wounded,  together  with  four  of  his  men. — 
Fayettenlle,  Ark.,  garrisoned  by  a  force  of  Na- 
tional troops  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Har- 
rison, was  this  morning  attacked  by  a  strong 
body  of  rebels,  but  after  a  desperate  contest  of 
six  hours'  duration,  they  were  repulsed  with  con- 
fflderaWe  loss. — {Ihe.  172.) 

April  19. — Yesterday,  three  regiments  of  in- 
fentry  and  one  of  cavalry  left  Memphis,  Tenn., 
on  a  reconnoitring  expedition,  and  when  near 
Nonconnah,  the  cavalry  came  up  on  a  detachment 
of Blythe*s  rebel  cavalry;  a  fight  ensued,  result- 
ing in  the  repulse  of  the  rebels.  This  morning 
tbe  cavalry  again  attacked  the  rebels,  and  suc- 
«eded  in  driving  them  across  the  Coldwater 
filler  in  great  confusion,  killing  twenty,  wound- 
ing forty,  and  capturing  a  large  number.  After 
crossing  the  river  the  rebels  received  reinforce- 
neots,  and  the  Nationals  fell  back  to  Hernando. 
Being  reinforced  there  by  infantry  and  artillery, 
under  Colonel  Bryant,  the  Unionists  again  moved 
on  the  Coldwater,  and  attacked  the  rebels  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  continuing  the  con- 
test until  sundown,  and  losing  five  killed  and 
fifteen  wounded. 

— MAJoa-GBNfiBAL  Dix,  in  a  despatch  to  the 
War  Department,  said:  "I  deem  it  due  to  the 


forces  at  Suffolk  to  notice  briefly  their  gallant 
conduct  during  the  last  six  days.  On  Tuesday 
General  Peck's  right  was  attacked,  and  the  ene- 
my's advance  was  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Fos- 
ter's light  troops,  driving  him  back  to  the  line  of 
his  pickets.  Anderson's  division  was  engaged  at 
the  same  time  on  the  water-front  with  our  gun- 
boats and  batteries,  and  suffered  materially.  On 
Wednesday  a  rebel  battery  of  twenty-pounder 
rifled  guns  was  effectually  silenced,  and  an  attack 
on  the  Smith  Briggs,  an  armed  quartermaster's 
boat,  was  repulsed.  Repeated  attempts  have 
been  made  on  our  lines,  but  have  all  been  foiled. 
The  storming  of  the  enemy's  battery  near  the 
west  branch  of  the  Nansemond  by  General 
Getty  and  the  gunboats,  under  Lieutenant  Lam- 
son,  of  the  navy,  and  the  capture  of  six  guns  and 
two  hundred  prisoners,  closes  the  operations  of 
the  six  days  against  the  enemy's  large  force  very 
satisfactorily."  The  Eighty-ninth  New-York  and 
the  Eighth  Connecticut  were  the  storming  party. 
— See  Supplement. 

April  30. — ^The  Union  forces  under  General 
Banks  accupied  Opelousas,  La.,  \rhen  Colonel 
Thomas  E.  Chickering,  of  the  Forty-first  Massa- 
chusetts regiment,  was  appointed  Military  Ck>y- 
ernor  and  Provost-Marshid. — {Doe,  171.) 

— A  BRISK  cavalry  skirmish  took  place  near 
Helena,  Ky.,  in  which  several  rebels  were  killed 
and  wounded. 


— An  engagement  took  place  at  Patterson,  Ma 
\l!olonel  Smart,  commanding  the  National  forces^ 
sent  the  following  report  of  the  affiiir  to  Brigadier- 
General  Davidson : 

• 

'*  The  line  was  cut  off  as  soon  as  the  engage- 
ment began,  which  was  six  miles  from  our  post 
I  had  a  scout  out  on  Black  River,  who  found  the 
enemy  early  in  the  morning,  but  they  succeeded 
in  cutting  them  off,  so  that  they  could  not  eom- 
municate  with  me. 

*^  The  number  of  the  enemy  was  between  on^ 
thousand  five  hundred  and  three  thousand.  I 
think  they  had  six  pieces  of  artillery.  I  oould 
not  ascertain  who  commanded  the  enemy. 

**  The  attack  began  about  twelve  o'clock,  on  tha 
Reeve's  Station  road,  with  a  scout  I  had  Ibnt  out 
in  that  direction.  I  then  sent  Major  Wood  on  to 
reinforce  with  a  battalion.  He  held  them  in 
check  and  skirmished  them  into  town.  This 
gave  me  time  to  load  my  trains  and  have  them 
ready  to  move,  if  I  had  to  retreat 

**  Before  I  left  the  town  I  destroyed  what  storas 
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I  could  not  bring  away ;  nothing  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.  The  fight  continued  to 
Big  Creek,  about  eight  miles  this  side  of  Patter- 
son. The  engagement  was  sever©  in  the  extreme. 
After  fighting  hand  to  hand  at  Big  Creek  they 
got  in  my  front  and  attempted  to  cut  off  ray  re- 
treat, but  I  forced  my  way  to  the  ford  on  this 
side  of  the  creek.  The  enemy  did  not  renew  the 
engagement.  My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  in  the  action  was  about  fifty. 

"  I  had  scouts  on  the  Bear  River,  Greenwood 
Valley,  and  Bush  Creek  roads,  also  on  the  Reeve's 
Station  road,  which  I  have  not  heard  from. 

**  I  will  send  you  an  official  report  as  soon  as  I 
can  learn  all  the  details.  Major  McConnell  was 
wounded  and  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
I  think  his  wound  was  mortal.  My  regiment 
hU  back  in  good  order,  and  are  now  together, 
except  the  scout  above  mentioned.  I  had  about 
four  hundred  men  in  the  engagement*' 

— ^BuTB  A  LA  Rose,  La.,  was  captured  by  the 
National  gunboats  Estrella^  Clifton,  Arizona,  and 
Calhoun,  after  a  short  engagement  An  officer 
on  board  the  Clifton  gave  the  following  account 
of  the  affair :  "  Just  before  we  came  to  the  fort 
there  is  a  sharp  bend  in  the  river,  and  when  we 
came  round  that  bend  we  were  only  one  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  fort  The  sailing  order  was 
that  the  Clifton  and  the  Arizona  should  go  ahead 
abreast,  the  Calhoun  next,  and  the  Estrella,  Cap- 
tain Cook,  the  senior  officer,  brought  up  the  rear. 
The  river  being  narrower  than  we  expected,  we 
could  not  sail  two  abreast,  and  the  Clifton  took 
the  lead.  We  were  all  at  quarters.  As  we 
came  around  the  point  we  went  ahead  with  full 
steam ;  as  soon  as  we  caught  sight  of  the  fort  we 
ftred  our  two  bow  nine-inch  guns.  No  sooner 
had  we  fired  than  I  saw  the  white  smoke  rolling 
out  of  the  enemy's  guns.  One  of  the  balls  came 
whistling  over  my  head  about  two  feet,  and  struck 
the  walking-beam,  and  the  way  the  cast-iron  flew 
about  the  deck  was  a  caution.  It  was  a  thirty- 
two-pound  solid  shot ;  it  struck  with  such  force 
that  it  split  the  ball  in  two,  and  a  part  of  it 
glanced  off  and  came  down  through  theburricane- 
deck  and  brought  up  on  the  spar-deck,  and 
anothA"  shot  fell  under  our  bow.  As  we  came 
ap  nearer  the  fort,  they  fired  over  us.  By  this 
time  we  caught  sight  of  the  rebel  gunboats,  lying 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  making  a  cross 
fire  on  us.  The  first  shell  that  they  fired  burst  on 
the  port  bow,  and  killed  Richard  Ribey,  second 
captain  of  the  broadside  gun.     He  was  in  the'  act 


of  firing  the  gun  when  he  was  shot  By  this 
time  the  enemy  was  running  pell-moll  out  of  the 
fort,  and  had  hauled  down  their  fiag  and  were 
waving  a  white  one.  The  rebel  gunboats  esc^)ed 
up  the  river  aft^^r  firing  a  few  shots." 

April  21. — Captain  Laypole,  with  seven  men 
of  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  Virginia  rebel  cavalry, 
were  captured  near  Berry  ville,  Va.,  by  a  party  of 
the  Second  Virginia  loyal  infantry  and  New-YiN-k  ' 
First  cavalry,  under  Lieutenants  Powel  and  Wy- 
koff. — Colonel  McReynolda's  DeBpatch, 

— ^At  Nashville,  Tenn.,  by  order  of  Brigadier- 
General  R.  B.  Mitchell,  all  white  persons  over  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  residing  within  the  lints  of 
his  command  were  compelled  to  subscribe  to  the 
oath  of  allegiance  or  non-combatant*s  parole,  or  to 
go  South. 

April  22. — Tompkinsville,  Ky.,  was  visited  by 
a  party  of  rebels  who  burned  the  court-house 
and  several  other  buildings  in  the  place  and  kill- 
ed five  Union  men. — Two  regiments  of  the  First 
army  corps  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  march- 
ed to  Port  Conway,  crossed  the  river  to  Port 
Royal  on  pontoons,  and  captured  a  rebel  nuul 
and  took  several  prisoners. — New-  York  Timu. 

— The  rebel  steamer  Ellen  was  this  day  cap- 
tured by  a  party  of  Union  troops  in  a  small  bay- 
ou in  the  vicinity  of  the  Courtableau,  La. — {Dot. 
17L) 

— SevEN  men  belonging  to  the  Eighth  regiment 
of  Missouri  cavalry  who  were  captured  on  the 
nineteenth  by  a  band  of  rebel  guerrillas  in  Dallas 
County,  having  been  carried  to  Cedar  County, 
Mo.,  were  stripped  of  their  clothing  and  inha- 
manly  shot  Immediately  vStet  this,  the  guer- 
rillas proceeded  to  the  house  of  Obadiah  Smith, 
a  Baptist  minister  in  Cedar  County,  and  on  his 
attempting  to  escape  they  shot  him. — SL  Louit 
Democrat. 

— The  cargo  of  the  steamer  "Wave  (destroyed 
by  the  rebels  to  prevent  her  fh)m  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  Unionists)  was  this  day  captured  in 
the  vicinity  of  Bayou  Cocodue,  La.,  by  an  expe- 
ditionary force  under  the  command  of  General 
Dwight— {Doe.  171.) 

— A  PORTION  of  General  Reynolds's  national 
forces  entered  and  occupied  McMinnville,  Tenn.— 
Major  McGee,  of  the  Third  Virginia  cavalry  with 
sections  of  Rowan's,  Utt's,  and  White's  cavalry, 
encountered  a  force  of  three  hundred  rebels  at  a 
point  near  Strasburgh,  Va.,  and  after  a  brief  and 
brilliant  fight  drove  them  from  their  pd^tion. 
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One  man  of  Rowan's  company  was  killed,  and 
mother  iroanded.  The  rebel  loss  was  five  kill- 
ed, tiid  nine  wounded,  beside  twenty-five  pris- 
oners and  forty  horses. 

—Six  gunboats  and  twelve  barges  succeeded 
in  passing  the  rebel  batteries  at  Yicksburgh  to- 
night— Ndtiojial  Intelligencer. 

April  2Z. — lieutenant  Gushing,  with  a  party 
•f  men  bekMDging  to  the  National  gunboat  Com- 
modore  Barney,  with  a  small  howitzer,  visited 
Chiickatudc,  Ya.,  where  he  encountered  and  de- 
lated forty  rebel  cavalrymen,  killing  two,  and 
capturing  three  of  their  horses  fully  equipped, 
lieutenant  Gushing  lost  one  man  killed, — The 
British  schooner  St  George  was  captured  off  New- 
Inlet,  N.  G.,  by  the  National  steamer  Mount  Ver- 
Boa^The  sloop  Justina  was  captured  off  the 
Little  Bahama  Bank,  by  the  gunboat  Tioga. 

April  24. — ^Tusciimbia,  Ala.,  was  occupied  by 
the  National  forces  under  General  Dodge,  alter 
be  had  succeeded  in  driving  from  the  place  the 
Kbda  under  Colonel  Chalmers. — Pour  rebel 
Khooncrs  were  captured  off  Mobile,  Ala.,  by  the 
pmboat  De  Soto,  and  two  were  captured  while 
endeavoring  to  run  into  New-Inlet,  N.  0.,  by  the 
United  States  steamer  State  of  Georgia.— Colonel 
PhQlips  encountered  and  defeated  a  party  of  reb- 
els at  Weber  FkUls,  Ark.,  capturing  all  their  camp 
equipage. — Skirmishing  still  continued  in  the  vi- 
anity  of  Suffolk,  Vvu^Philadelphia  Inquirer^ 
iprU  29. 

—A  BODY  of  rebels  under  Imboden  and  Jack- 
son attacked  a  small  Union  force  at  Beverly,  Va., 
the  extreme  outpost  held  by  General  Roberts. 
The  place  —  which  is  in  Tygert  Valley,  east 
of  Rich  Mountain — ^was  garrisoned  by  about  one 
thousand  Virginia  loyalists,  under  Colonel  Lath- 
*n,  Die  town  is  approached  by  two  roads, 
loiown  as  the  Buckhannon  and  Philippa  pikes, 
^"om  the  west  and  north-west,  and  the  Huttqns- 
^Ue  road  from  the  south.  The  enemy  oame  in 
^  the  Huttonsville  road,  and  when  near  the 
town,  a  part  passed  to  the  left  flank  and  occu- 
pied the  road  leading  to  Buckhannon,  thus  cut- 
ting off  all  communication  between  Colonel  Lath- 
am and  Geneml  Roberts.  The  fight  commenced 
AhoQt  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  lasted 
nntil  ni^  when  Colonel  Latham,  finding  him- 
>elf  unable  to  maintain  his  position  against  such 
&  superior  force,  determined  to  withdraw  by  way 
^  &e  Philipt>a  road.  He  succeeded  in  with^ 
drawing  his  command,  including  his  two  small 


field-pieces  and  all  his  supplies,  although  he  was 
followed  by  the  enemy,  in  strong  force,  over 
eight  miles  on  the  road. 

— The  ship  Oneida  was  captured  and  destroy- 
ed, in  lat  1°  40'  south,  long.  29^*  10'  west,  by  the 
rebel  privateer  Florida,  under  the  conunand  of 
Captain  Maffit 

April  25. — A  fight  took  place  at  Duck  River 
Shoals,  on  the  Tennessee  River,  between  the  United 
States  gunboat  Lexington  and  ram  Monarch,  and 
the  rebel  shore  batteries,  resulting  in  a  defeat  of 
the  latter,  with  a  loss  of  twenty-five  rebels  killed 
and  wounded. — (Doe.  175.) 

— Two  schooners  from  New- York,  with  cargoes 
of  clothing  and  medicines,  were  captured  in  Mob- 
jack  Bay,  Va.,  by  the  Union  steamers  Samuel 
Rotan  and  Western  World. — The  ship  Dictator 
was  captured  and  burnt  by  the  rebel  steamer 
Geoigia,  in  latitude  25®  north,  longitude  21*  40* 
west — Captain  Phillips »  Statement 

— A  riO0T  took  place  at  Greenland  Gap,  Va., 
between  a  detachment  of  Union  troops,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Wallace,  of  the  Twenty- 
third  Illinois,  and  a  numerically  superior  body  of 
rebels,  under  General  William  E.  Jones.  The 
contest  lasted  nearly  two  hours,  the  rebels  mak- 
ing three  desperate  chaises,  but  were  repulsod 
on  each  occasion  with  heavy  loss.  The  rebel 
killed  and  wounded  outnumbered  the  whole 
Union  force. — {Doe.  178.) 

— ^An  important  debate  took  place  in  the  Eng- 
lish Parliament,  in  reference  to  the  seizure  of 
British  vessels  by  American  cruisers,  and  other 
subjects  growing  out  of  the  rebellion  in  America* 
In  the  House  of  Lords,  an  elaborate  speech  was 
made  by  Earl  Russell,  and  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, Mr.  Roebuck  made  a  very  defamatory  one. 

April  26. — ^The  schooner  Clarita,  from  Havana 
to  Matamoras,  Texas,  was  captured  by  the  steamer 
De  Soto.  She  proved  to  be  the  old  revenue  cutter 
John  Y.  Mason,  taken  by  the  rebels  at  the  out- 
break of  the  rebellion. — At  Louisville,  Ky.,  dur^ 
ing  the  sale  of  a  lot  of  negroes  at  the  court-house 
this  morning,  the  Provost-Marshal  notified  the 
buyers  that  four  of  those  put  up  for  sale  were 
free  under  the  provisions  of  the  President's  Pro- 
clamation. The  sale,  nevertheless,  went  on,  when 
the  matter  of  the  four  "  contrabands'*  was  turned 
over  to  the  District  Judge. — LouinilU  Journal, 

The  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  regiment,  under  iiie 
command  of  Colonel  R.  C.  Woods,  returned  to 
MiUiken's  Bend,  La.,  from  an  expedition  into 
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Mississippi.  They  yisited  the  regions  bordering 
on  Deer  Creek,  and  destroyed  three  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  bushels  of  com,  and  thirty  cotton- 
gins  and  grist-mills  in  use  by  the  rebels. 

— The  town  of  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  garrisoned 
by  a  force  of  National  troops,  under  the  command 
of  General  John  McNeil,  was  this  day  attacked 
by  a  strong  body  of  rebels,  under  General  Mar- 
maduke,  but  after  a  contest  of  several  hours* 
duration,  the  rebels  were  repulsed  with  heavy 
loss. — {Doc  177.) 

April  27. — A  party  of  National  cavalry,  belong- 
ing to  the  division  of  General  Granger,  and  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Watkins,  left  their  camp 
at  Murfreesboro  last  night,  and  this  morning  at 
daybreak,  succeeded  in  capturing  the  Texan  Le- 
gion of  rebel  troops,  posted  at  a  point  eight  miles 
from  Franklin,  Tenn.,  between  the  Columbia  and 
Carter*s  Creek  turnpikes.  In  the  skirmish,  sev- 
eral rebels  were  killed  and  wounded. — Cincinnati 
Gazette. 

— The  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  Major-Gen- 
eral  Hooker,  commenced  the  forward  movement 
on  Fredericksburgh,  Va.  This  morning  at  five 
o^clock,  the  Eleventh,  Miyor-General  Howard^s 
Cbrps,  the  Twelfth,  Major-General  Slocum*s,  and 
the  Fifth,  Major-General  Meade*s  corps,  struck 
their  tents  and  marched  westward  from  Falmouth 
on  the  several  roads  leading  to  Kelly's  Ford,  dis- 
tant from  the  line  of  Acquia  Creek  and  Fredericks- 
burgh Railroad  about  twenty-five  miles;  the 
Eleventh  corps  being  in  the  advance. 

April  28. — About  ten  o'clock  last  night  a^rebel 
regiment,  being  the  advance-guard  of  Marma- 
duke's  army,  which  was  then  retreating  from  Cape 
Girardeau,  were  surprised  three  miles  west  of 
Jackson,  Mo.  Two  small  howitzers  loaded  with 
musket-balls  were  discharged  simultaneously 
within  thirty  yards  of  them,  killing  and  wound- 
ing a  large  number.  At  the  same  time  the  First 
Iowa  cavalry  charged  upon  them,  and  not  a  man 
of  the  entire  regiment  escaped,  all  who  were  not 
killed  or  wounded  being  taken  prisoners.  All  of 
their  guns,  horses,  camp  equipage,  and  several 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  stolen  property  were 
oaptured  by  the  Union  party.  Early  this  morning 
General  Vandeveer  advanced,  and  perceiving  the 
main  body  of  the  rebels  in  full  retreat,  he  immedi- 
iatcly  followed,  keeping  up  a  constant  artillery 
fire  on  their  rear.  At  two  o'clock  this  afternoon 
he  was  joined  by  General  McNeil,  and  the  com- 
bined forces  oontinued  the  purnuit — Miatauri 
Democrat. 


— General  Hooker's  army  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  two  points,  in  the  advance  on  Fred- 
ericksburgh.— Fifteen  hundred  dollars  each  for 
substitutes  was  ofiered  in  Richmond,  Va. —Cap- 
tain Alexander,  of  Wolford's  Kentucky  caval- 
ry, with  sixty  picked  men  and  horses,  crossed 
Cumberland  River  at  Howe's  Ford,  two  miles 
north  of  Mill  Spring,  and  had  a  skirmish  with  a 
party  of  rebel  pickets.  Later  in  the  day  Liea- 
tenant-Colonel  Adams  of  the  same  regiment^ 
with  three  hundred  men  followed  Captain  Alex- 
ander, and  the  combined  force  under  Colonel 
Adams  proceeded  as  far  as  Steubenville,  where 
he  met  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  under  Chenault, 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle.  The  Colonel  with 
ninety  men  prepared  for  a  charge,  but  as  soon  as 
his  horses  struck  the  gallop,  the  enemy  dispersed 
in  confusion,  leaving  four  of  their  number  with 
their  horses  and  equipments  in  the  hands  of  the 
Nationals. — ^The  Union  steamers  Swan  and  Com* 
merce,  having  been  blockaded  in  Nansemond 
River,  Va.,  for  several  days,  were  this  day  run 
past  the  rebel  batteries  and  taken  to  Suffolk.— 
Great  excitement  existed  at  Uniontown,  Pa.,  ru- 
mors being  prevalent  of  a  rebel  raid  into  the 
State. 

April  29. — This  morning  about  five  o'clock,  a 
courier  dashed  into  Fredericksburgh,  Va.,  with 
the  startling^  exciting  intelligence  that  the  Yan- 
kees were  crossing  the  Rappahannock  in  that 
vicinity.  Immediately  the  Episcopal  chtuxh  bell, 
the  ring  of  which  had  been  previously  agreed 
upon  as  a  signal,  sounded  the  alarm,  and  the 
streets  presented  a  busy  spectacle  of  military 
preparation,  and  women  and  children  leaving  the 
scene  of  danger. — Richmond  Ezaminer^  May  1. 

— Fairuount,  Va.,  was  this  day  captured  by  a 
strong  rebel  force  under  General  William  E. 
Jones,  after  a  desperate  resistance  and  contest 
by  the  garrison' of  the  place,  under  the  command 
of  Captain  Chamberlain,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixth  New- York  volunteers.  The  Union 
party  had  only  one  of  their  number  killed  and 
four  wounded,  while  the  rebels  had  nearly  one 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. — {Doc,  178.) 

— General  Stahel,  with  about  two  thousand 
cavah-y  and  a  light  battery,  left  Fairfax  Court- 
House  on  Monday  morning  last,  to  make  a  reoon- 
noissance  in  force  toward  Warrenton  and  the  Blue 
Ridge,  taking  the  Aldie  Pik&  The  column 
moved  on  to  Aldie  without  meeting  any  force  of 
the  enemy.  Several  captures  of  Mosbys  bush- 
whackers were  made,  some  on  foot,  who  wore 
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-  hoping  to  pick  off  a  scout  or  two  for  the  sake  of 
the  horseSL  At  Aldie  the  adTance-guard  run  a 
small  party  of  Mosby's  men  out  of  the  town, 
capturing  three.  From  Aldie  to  Middleburgh 
light  skirmishmg  was  continued  on  all  sides  with 
guerrillas. 

At  Middleburgh,  Mosby,  who  preceded  the  com- 
mand up  the  road  with  about  fifteen  men,  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  from  fifty  to  sixty  together.  A 
chirge  through  the  town  by  the  advance-guard 
routed  them,  however,  and  drove  them  to  the 
woods  beyond,  from  which  they  were  dislodged 
aod  scattered  by  a  half-dozen  shells  from  Cap- 
iain  Daniels's  battery. 

Camping  at  Middleburgh  on  Monday  night, 
soouting-parties  were  sent  out  toward  Snicker's 
and  Ashby's  Graps,  but  found  nothing  but  scat^ 
tered  bodies  of  guerrillas. 

Yesterday  the  march  was  resumed  to  Salem. 
Skirmishing  with  other  parties  of  guerrillas  took 
pUoe  along  the  route,  and  at  Salem,  Mo^y,  with 
one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  was  driven  from  the 
place.  From  Salem  the  column  moved  on  to  White 
Plains,  which  place  was  reached  about  dark. 
Here  a  rebel  lieutenant  in  Stuart's  command  was 
found,  who  was  wounded.  From  White  Plains 
the  force  made  a  night-march  back  to  Middle- 
burgh. Halting  a  few  hours,  they  moved  on  to 
Aldie,  which  place  they  reached  about  four 
oMock.  After  resting  a  few  hours  at  Aldie,  the 
Hue  of  march  was  taken,  and  the  troops  reached 
camp  about  five  o'clock  this  morning. 

This  reconnoissance  demonstrated  that  there 
was  no  regular  force  of  the  rebels  in  the  valley 
between  the  Bull  Run  mountains  and  the  Blue 
Ridge; 

— Gbako  Gulp,  Miss.,  was  this  day  attacked 
by  a  fleet  of  seven  U.  S.  gunboats  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Porter.  After  a  bombard- 
ment of  five  hours'  duration,  the  rebel  batteries 
were  sQenoed,  but  not  without  considerably  dam- 
tging  the  hulls  of  the  fleet,  and  killing  twenty 
and  wounding  a  large  number  of  their  crews. — 
(iXw.  179.) 

April  30. — General  Hooker,  from  his  head- 
quarters near  Falmouth,  Va.,  issued  the  following 
address  to  his  soldiers:  "It  is  with  heartfelt 
satisfaction  that  the  General  Comonanding  an- 
nounces to  the  army  that  the  operations  of  the 
Ian  three  days  have  determined  that  our  enemy 
must  ingloriously  fiy,  or  come  out  from  behind 
their  defences  and  give  us  battle  on  our  own 
ground,  where  certain  destruction  awaits  him. 


'*  The  operations  of  the  Fifth,  Eleventh,  and 
Twelfth  corps  have  been  a  series  of  splendid  suc- 
cesses."— See  Supplement, 

— The  frequent  transmission  of  false  intelli- 
gence, and  the  betrayal  of  the  movements  of  the 
army  of  the  Potomac  by  publication  of  injudicious 
correspondence  of  an  anonymous  character,  made 
it  necessary  for  General  Hooker  to  issue  general 
orders  requiring  all  newspaper  correspondents  to 
publish  their  communications  over  their  own  sig* 
natures. — General  Orders  Ho.  48. 

— A  REBEL  battery  on  the  Nansemond  River, 
Va.,  was  silenced,  after  a  spirited  contest,  by  the 
guns  from  the  Union  battery  Morris  and  the  gun- 
boat Commodore  Barney. — General  Pectus  OreUr 
No,  29. 

— ^William  F.  Corbin  and  T.  G.  Graw,  found 
guilty  of  recruiting  for  the  rebel  service,  inside 
the  National  lines,  were  this  day  sentenced  to  be 
shot,  by  a  court-martial  in  session  at  Cincinnati, 
Ohio. 

— A  DETACHiiENT  of  the  Sixth  New- York  cav- 
alry, under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
McVicar,  while  reconnoitring  in  the  vicinity  of 
Spottsylvania  Court- House,  Va.,  to-day  were  sur- 
rounded by  four  regiments  of  General  Fitz-Hugb 
Lee's  rebel  cavalry  and  fifty-two  of  their  number 
were  killed,  wounded,  or  captured.  The  balance^ 
numbering  fifty-eight,  cut  their  way  out  Lieut - 
Colonel  McVicar  was  killed  at  the  first  rebel  onset 

May  1. — The  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  Miss.,  was 
fought  this  day,  between  the  National  forces,  un- 
der Major-General  Grant,  and  the  rebels,  under 
General  John  S.  Bowen. — {Doc.  180.)  ^ 

— A  FIGHT  took  place  at  Monticello,  Ky,,  be- 
tween a  force  of  five  thousand  Nationals,  under 
the  command  of  General  Samuel  P.  Carter,  and 
the  rebels,  commanded  by  Colonel  Morrison,  re* 
suiting  in  tne  defeat  of  the  latter. — {Doc.  181.) 

— The  Committee  of  Thirteen,  appointed  at  the 
last  session  of  the  rebel  Congress  to  ^*  collect  and 
report  outrages  on  persons  and  property  commit- 
ted by  the  public  enemy  in  violation  of  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfiure,"  reported  in  part,  and  asked 
leave  to  continue  their  labors. — See  Supplement, 

— ^The  schooner  Wanderer,  while  endeavoring 
to  run  the  blockade  of  Wilmington,  N.  C,  was 
captured  by  the  National  steamer  Sacramento. 

— A  SKIRMISH  took  place  near  La  Grange,  Ar- 
kansas, between  a  detachment  of  the  Third  Iowa 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain  J.  Q.  A. 
De  Huf^  and  a  strong  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  r»- 
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galting  in  a  retreat  of  the  Unionists,  with  a  loss 
of  forty-one  of  their  number  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing. 

— A  FIGHT  took  place  at  the  South-Quay  bridge, 
on  the  river  Nansemond,  Ya.,  between  a  detach- 
ment of  the  New-York  Ninety-ninth  regiment, 
under  the  command  of  Lieut -Co).  Richard  Nixon, 
and  a  strong  force  of  rebels,  terminating,  after  an 
obstinate  and  bloody  contest  of  more  than  two 
hours*  duration,  in  a  retreat  of  the  rebels  with 
great  loss.  The  Ninety-ninth  had  forty-one  men 
killed  and  wounded. 

— Colonel  Montgomery,  with  a  detachment  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  negro  troops,  left  Beaufort, 
S.  C,  on  a  reconnoitring  expedition  up  the  Com- 
bahee  River. 

m 

May  2. — ^The  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  or  the 
"Wilderness,"  Va.,  between  the  Union  forces, 
ander  Mi^or-General  Hooker,  and  the  rebels, 
under  Gen.  Lee,  commenced  this  day. — {Doc.  183.) 

— After  repulsing  the  rebel  force  under  Gen- 
eral Marmaduke,  at  Cape  Girardeau,  on  the  twen- 
ty-sixth ultimo,  General  McNeil,  with  a  much  infe- 
rior force,  immediately  started  in  pursuit,  and 
chasing  them  from  point  to  point,  finally  came  up 
with  them  to-day  at  Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  St  Fran- 
cois, and  drove  them  across  the  river  into  Arkan- 
sas, thus  ending  Marmaduke^s  rebel  raid  into 
Missouri. — {Doc,  177.) 

— The  Union  cavalry  force,  under  Colonel 
Grlerson,  arrived  at  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  to-day, 
after  a  raid  of  fifteen  days  through  the  State  of 
Mississippi  They  had  several  skirmishes  with 
parties  of  rebels,  defeating  them  at  every  encoun- 
ter; they  destroyed  bridges,  camps,  equipages, 
etc.;  swam  several  rivers,  captured  a  number 
of  prisoners  and  horses,  and  obtained  a  large 
amount  of  important  information  conterniDg  the 
rebel  resources. — {Doc,  170.) 

— A  RECONNOissANCB  io  forco  was  this  day 
made  to  the  river  Nansemond,  Ya.,  by  a  large 
body  of  Union  troops,  under  the  command  of 
General  Getty,  supported  by  the  gunboat  Smith 
Briggs.  The  rebels  were  discovered  in  strong 
force,  and  an  artillery  fight  was  kept  up  all  day, 
but  without  any  material  results. 

May  3. — A  force  of  Union  troops,  numbering 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred  men,  which  left 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  on  the  eleventh  ultimo,  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  A.  D.  Streight,  on  a  raid 
faito  Alabama  and  Geox^a,  was  this  day  captured 


in  the  vicinity  of  Gadsden,  Ala.,  after  success- 
fully resisting  the  enemy  in  a  series  of  skirmishes 
along  his  march,  by  a  body  of  rebel  troops,  un- 
der the  command  of  General  Forrest — {Doc,  173.) 

— Toe  battle  of  Chancellorsville,  Ya.,  was  re- 
newed at  daylight  this  morning,  and,  after  severe 
fighting  until  noon,  the  Nationals  were  obliged  to 
fall  back  from  their  podtion,  when  hostilities,  in  » 
great  measure,  ceased  for  the  day. — {Doc  183.) 

— The  Catholic  Bishop  of  Iowa,  in  a  sermon  at 
Dubuque,  pointedly  denounced  the  Knights  of  the 
Golden  Circle,  stating  that  he  would  give  the 
members  of  the  church  who  had  joined  the  organ- 
ization, two  weeks  to  leave  it,  and  then,  if  they 
still  continued  in  it,  they  might  consider  them- 
selves excommunicated. — The  British  schooner 
Emma  Amelia  was  captured  at  St  Andrew's  Bay, 
Fla.,  by  the  National  bark  Roebuck. — Grand 
Gulf,  Miss.,  was  abandoned  at  daylight  this  morn- 
ing, the  rebels  blowing  up  the  magazines  and 
spiking  their  guns.  Soon  after  the  evacuation 
the  place  was  entered  by  the  National  forces,  un- 
der Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.— (i>oc  184.) 

— A  SHORT  fight  occurred  near  "VYarrenton 
Junction,  Ya.,  between  a  party  of  General 
StaheFs  cavalry,  under  Colonel  De  Forest,  and 
Mosby's  rebel  guerrillas,  resulting  in  the  rout  of 
the  latter  with  great  loss. — {Doc.  185.) 

— The  ship  Sea  Lark,  in  latitude  24^  south, 
longitude  29**  west,  was  captured  and  burned  by 
the  rebel  privateer  Alabama. 

— Colonel  Montooxert,  in  command  of  a  de- 
tachment of  negro  troops,  returned  to  Beaufort, 
S.  C,  after  a  three  days'  raid  up  the  Combahee 
River.  During  that  time  he  encountered  and 
dispersed  several  squads  of  rebel  guerrillas,  de- 
stroyed the  town  of  Asheppo  by  fire,  burned  and 
otherwise  destroyed  property  to  the  amount  of 
two  millions  of  dollars,  belonging  to  rebel  plantcra 
along  the  river,  and  captured  nearly  eight  hun- 
dred slaves,  all  of  whom  he  carried  with  him  to 
Beaufort 

May  4.— Captain  Howard  Dwight,  of  General 
Andrew's  staff;  was  killed  near  Washington,  La, 
after  having  surrendered  to  a  party  of  rebel  scouts. 
Greneral  Banks  at  once  ordered  the  arrest  of  one 
hundred  white  men  nearest  the  place  of  assas- 
sination, to  be  held  until  further  orders.— The 
sloop  Empress,  from  Nassau,  N.  P.,  for  Wilming- 
ton, N.  C,  was  captured  by  the  United  States 
steamer  Chocura. — ^The  schooner  Jupiter,  bound 
to  Mobile,  Ala.,  was  captured  by  tiie  gunboat 
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Colorado. — ^Thc  Ninth  regiment  of  New- York 
volunteers  (Hawkins's  Zouares)  returned  to  New- 
York  from  the  seat  of  war  in  Eastern  Virginia. — 
Captain  Smith  of  the  Second  California  volun- 
teers, attacked  a  party  of  hostile  Indians  fifty 
miles  south  of  Shell  Creek,  killing  five  of  them 
and  roating  the  rest — ^The  battle  in  the  vicinity 
of  Fredericksburgh,  Va.,  was  continued  this  day, 
the  rebels  succeeding  in  recovering  nearly  all  the 
defences  back  of  the  town. — (Doe.  183.) 

May  5. — Clement  C.  Vallandigham  was  arrest- 
ed at  his  residence  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  this  morn- 
ing, by  a  detachment  of  soldiers  sent  from  Gin* 
daoati  by  order  of  General  Bumside. — The 
Third  New -York  cavalry,  on  an  expedition  to 
Pettie*s  Mills,  twenty -seven  miles  from  Newbem, 
K.  C,  captured  an  entire  rebel  company,  together 
with  their  camp,  horses,  and  equipments,  without 
IcKfS  to  the  National  side. — Fort  de  Russoy,  sit- 
uated on  the  Red  River,  about  eight  miles  from 
its  mouth,  was  occupied  by  the  National  forces 
undier  the  command  of  Admiral  Porter — {Doe, 
187.) 

— JoHW  J.  Pettus,  rebel  Governor  of  Missis- 
sippi, issued  a  proclamation  calling  on  every  man 
in  the  State,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  to  take  the 
field,  '*  for  united  effort  in  expelling  the  enemy 
from  the  soil  of  Mississippi" 

May  6. — ^The  army  of  the  Potomac,  under  the 
command  of  Major-General  Hooker,  was  with- 
drawn from  Fredericksburgh  to  the  north  bank 
of  the  Rappahannock  River.  General  Hooker 
issued  an  address  to  the  army,  congratulating 
them  on  their  achievements  during  the  last  seven 
days. — Alexandria,  Miss.,  was  occupied  without 
resistance  by  the  National  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  Admiral  D.  D.  Porter.— (i^oc.  187.) 

— A  riGHT  took  place  between  a  National  force 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Cornyn,  encamped 
neiT  Tupelo,  Miss.,  and  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry 
under  General  Ruggles,  terminating,  after  a  des- 
perate conflict  of  half  an  bourns  duration,  in  the 
flight  of  the  latter,  leaving  behind  them  a  great 
numlMir  of  arms,  equipments,  and  ninety  of  their 
number  as  prisoners. 

— Thb  steamer  Eugenia  was  captured  by  the 
gunboat  R.  R.  Cuyler,  ofi* Mobile,  Ala. — Disloyal 
citizens  were  sent- South  from  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Among  them  was  Ncill  S.  Brown,  formerly  Gov- 
ernor of  that  State. 

Jfay  7. — ^The  English  steamer  Cherokee,  while 
endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  out  of  Charles-  [ 


ton,  S.  C,  was  captured  by  the  National  gunboat 
Canandaigua. — A  portion  of  the  Fourth  army 
corps,  under  the  command  of  Major-General 
Keycs,  reached  West-Point,  Va.,  this  day,  whoa 
a  reconnoissance  towards  White  House  was  or* 
dered.  After  the  command  had  proceeded  a  few 
miles  from  town,  the  detachment  of  company  P, 
of  the  Sixth  New- York  cavalry,  was  fired  on  by 
a  party  of  ambushed  rebels,  killing  two  of  the 
horses.  The  reconnoissance  w^as  continued  to 
White  House,  and  on  the  route  Lieutenant  Estos, 
aid  to  General  Kilpatrick,  and  fifteen  men  who 
were  made  prisoners  by  the  rebels  near  Freder- 
icksburgh, were  rescued.  —  General  Robert  E. 
Lee,  the  rebel  commander  at  Fredericksburgh, 
issued  an  order  to  his  army,  *^  expressing  hia 
sense  of  the  heroic  conduct  displayed  by  officers 
and  men  during  the  arduous  operations^'  in  which 
they  had  been  engaged. 

—Colonel  Kilpatrick,  with  his  regiment,  the 
Harris  Light  cavalry,  and  a  portion  of  the  Twelfth 
Illinois  cavalry,  belonging  to  the  expedition  of 
General  Stoncman,  arrived  at  Gloucester  Pointy 
YtL—{Doe.  188.) 

May  8. — President  Lincoln  issued  a  proclama- 
tion preliminary  to  the  enforcement  of  the  **  act 
for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  National  forces, 
and  for  other  purposes,*'  defining  the  position  and 
obligations  of  inchoate  citizens  under  that  law. — 
{Doc,  189.) 

— ^TflE  Nevada  Union  of  this  date  assured  its 
readers  that  there  were  active  Southern  guerrillas 
at  work  in  Tulare  County,  California !  and  Los 
Angeles  was,  in  every  thing  but  form,  a  colony  of 
the  confederate  States,  where  an  avowal  of  loyalty 
was  attended  with  personal  danger.  ^\  We  are 
no  alarmist;  but  in  view  of  the  condition  of 
afiairs,  and  the  large  immigration  thither,  com- 
posed largely  of  secession  sympathizers,  we  again 
warn  Union  Jhen  that  they  cannot  be  too  wide 
awake  nor  too  hasty  in  organization.  We  have 
now  before  us  a  late  copy  of  The  Red  Blvff  Inde- 
pendent,  in  which  is  given  an  account  of  a  frus- 
trated attempt  on  the  part  of  secessionists  to 
capture  Fort  Crook  in  the  northern  part  of  Cali- 
fornia. The  parties  to  whom  was  intrusted  the 
carrying  out  of  the  rebel  enterprise,  approached 
a  citizen  of  that  section,  offering  ample  induce- 
ments for  him  to  engage  in  the  attempt,  stating 
to  him  the  plans  and  intentions  of  the  secession- 
ists, which  wore  to  capture  the  fort  with  its  arms 
and  ammunitiDU — which,  by  the  way,  could  have 
been  easily  accomplished  at  that  time  by  a  dozen 
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men — ^and  use  it  as  a  rendezvous  for  guerrillas. 
They  struck  the  wrong  man,  and  the  consequence 
was,  that  information  of  their  moyements  was 
eonyeyed  to  the  fort,  and  the  parties  were  ar- 
rested, and  are  now  in  irons  at  the  fort,  awaiting 
the  order  of  General  Wright*' 

— Secretabt  E.  M.  Stanton  sent  the  following 
despatch  to  the  Qovemor  of  Pennsylvania :  ^*  The 
President  and  the  General-in-Chief  have  just  re- 
turned from  the  army  of  the  Potomac  The 
principal  operations  of  General  Hooker  &iled, 
but  there  has  been  no  serious  disaster  to  the  or- 
ganization and  efficiency  of  the  army.  It  is  now 
occupying  its  former  position  on  the  Rappahan- 
nock, having  recrossed  the  river  without  any  loss 
in  the  movement.  Not  more  than  one  third  of 
General  Hooker^s  force  was  engaged.  General 
8toneman*s  operations  have  been  a  brilliant  suc- 
cess. Part  of  his  force  advanced  to  within  two 
miles  of  Richmond,  and  the  enemy's  communica- 
tions have  been  cut  in  every  direction.  The 
army  of  the  Potomac  will  speedily  resume  offens- 
ive operations." 

— ^The  ship  Crazy  Jane,  was  captured  in  Tam- 
pa Bay,  Fla.,  by  the  gunboat  Tahoma. — Earl 
Van  Dom,  the  rebel  General,  was  shot  and  in- 
stantly killed  this  day  by  Dr.  Peters,  of  Maury 
County.  Tenn. 

— To-night,  a  fleet-of  National  gunboats  and 
mortar-schooners,  commenced  the  attack  on  the 
rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson,  Miss. 

May  9. — The  Charleston  Mercury  of  this  date 
published  an  article  advocating  the  following  plan 
suggested  by  the  Jackson  Appeal: 

"How  TO  Meet  the  Enemy. — The  Northern  van- 
dals have  invaded  our  State,  not  to  confront  our 
armies  and  decide  the  chances  of  war  in  pitched 
battles,  but  they  have  come  to  rob  and  steal,  to 
plunder,  to  bum,  and  to  starve  to  death  our  wo- 
men and  children.  Under  such  circumstances 
we  should  meet  them  as  we  would  meet  the  sav- 
age, the  highwayman,  or  the  wild  beast  of  the 
forest  Partisan  bands  should  lie  in  wait  for 
them  on  the  roadside,  in  fence-comers,  and  be- 
lund  trees ;  and,  in  short,  they  should  be  hunted 
down  in  any  and  every  way  that  can  be  made  ef- 
ficient and  effectual  until  the  State  is  relieved  of 
their  presence.  Not  observing  the  rules  of  civ- 
ilized warfare  themselves,  they  cannot  expect  its 
observance  from  us.  We  need  more  Colonel 
BIythes  in  the  woods  all  over  the  State.  A  doz- 
ea  well-directed  shots  from  the  bush  will  at  any 


time  put  a  brigade  to  flight,  and  this  is  the  most 
sure  and  certain  method  of  putting  a  stop  to  the 
marauding  expeditions  that  are  from  time  to  time 
sent  out  through  the  country.  In  Colonel  Blythe's 
district  or  field  of  operations  it  has  proved  most 
efficacious  in  holding  the  enemy  at  bay,  and  we 
hope  to  see  the  plan  put  more  cxtensivelj  in 
practice.  A  big  scare,  occasioned  by  a  brisk  fire 
from  a  chapparal,  is  often  more  potent  than  would 
be  half  a  dozen  regiments  of  organized  troops  in 
the  field." 

— To-NioHT  the  bombardment  of  the  rebel 
works  at  Port  Hudson  was  renewed^  and  contin- 
ued for  an  hour,  but  the  rebels  made  no  reply. 

— The  Second  Indiana  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  E.  M.  McCook,  made  a  scout 
near  Stone  River,  Tenn.,  visiting  the  "  haunt "  of 
every  guerrilla  in  that  vicinity.  They  succeeded 
in  capturing  eight  rebels,  beside  twenty  horses 
belonging  to  the  guerrilla  band. — ^The  schooner 
Sea  Lion,  from  Mobile  to  Havana,  with  a  cargj^  of 
cotton,  was  captured  by  the  National  frigate  Col- 
orado. 

May  10. — General  Thomas  Jonathan  Jackson, 
commonly  known  as  "  Stonewall "  Jackson^  of 
the  rebel  army,  died  at  Guinness  Station,  Va., 
from  Uie  effects  of  the  amputation  of  his  arm, 
and  an  attack  of  pneumonia  which  followed  it 

— ^Brioadebr-General  Davidson  prohibited  in 
the  Department  of  Missouri,  the  sale  or  distribu- 
tion of  the  Freeman's  Journal  of  New- York,  the 
New-York  Caucasian^  the  Columbus  (Ohio)  Cri- 
n»,  the  Democratic  Journal  of  Jersejrville,  the 
Chicago  Times^  and  the  Dubuque  Herald, 

— The  National  gunboats  Owasco,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  John  Madigan,  and  Katahdin,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  P.  C.  Johnson,  after  a  chase 
of  twenty  miles  succeeded  in  beaching  the  block- 
ade runner,  West-Florida,  on  Galveston  Island, 
Texas. 

— The  anniversary  of  the  capture  of  Camp 
Jackson,  Mo.,  was  celebrated  this  day.  Speeches 
were  made  by  Charles  D.  Drake,  C.  P.  Johnson, 
Major  George  P.  Strong,  and  others. — Miswuri 
Democrat 

— Earlt  this  morning  the  attack  by  the  Na- 
tional fleet  of  mortar-schooners  and  gunboats  on 
the  rebel  batteries  at  Port  Hudson  was  renewed. 
This  time  the  batteries  replied  to  the  fire  of  the 
fleet;  but,  after  a  bombardment  of  three  hours' 
duration,  they  were  completely  silenced. 

May  11. — ^A  fight  took  place  in  the  vidnitjof 
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Greasj  Greek,  K7.,  between  a  force  of  National 
troops  under  the  command  of  CoL  R.  T.  Jacob,  and 
a  Urge  body  of  rebel  cayabT*  under  General  John 
U.  Morgan,  terminating,  after  a  desperate  contest 
of  serea  hours'  duration,  in  which  the  rebels  had 
netriy  one  hundred  of  their  number  killed  and 
wounded,  in  a  retreatof  the  Unionists  with  a  loss 
of  twenty-five  killed  and  wounded. — Louinille 

-^KTSTXh  Sprctgs,  Miss.,  on  the  New-Orleans 
and  Jackson  Railroad,  was  entered  and  burned 
today  by  a  party  of  National  cayalry. 

May  13. — A  force  of  National  troops  under  the 
comimmd  of  Colonel  Dayis,  First  Texas  cavalry, 
led  Sevieck^s  Ferry,  on  the  Amite  River,  La.,  on 
an  expedition  along  the  Jackson  Railroad.  They 
itnuk  the  railroad  at  Hammond  Station,  where 
thej  cat  the  telegraph  and  burned  the  bridge. — 
Xa£' Orleans  Era, 

—A  PAicTT  of  sixty  mounted  rebels  were  en- 
countered at  a  point  between  Woodbum  and 
Fraaklin,  Ky.,  by  a  detachment  of  Union  troops, 
who  defeated  them  and  put  them  to  flight 

— S.  L.  PnsLPS,  commanding  the  Tennessee  di- 
tUioo  of  the  Mississippi  squadron,  took  on  board 
his  gunboats  fifty -five  men  and  horses  of  the  First 
Western  Tennessee  cavalry,  under  the  command 
of  Colpnel  W.  K.  M.  Breckinridge,  and  landed 
them  on  the  cast  side  of  the  Tennessee  River, 
Sending  the  gunboats  to  cover  all  the  landings 
aboTc  and  below.  Colonel  Breckinridge  dashed 
UToss  the  country  to  Linden,  and  surprised  a 
rebel  force  more  than  twice  his  number,  captur- 
Lig  Lieutenant-Colonel  Frierson,  one  captain,  one 
^QTgeon,  four  lieutenants,  thirty  rebel  soldiers, 
ten  conscripts,  fifty  horses,  two  army  wagons, 
vmSf'etc.  The  court-house,  which  was  the  reb- 
el depot,  was  burned,  with  a  quantity  of  army 
supplies.  The  enemy  lost  three  killed.  The  Na- 
tionals lost  no  men,  but  had  one  horse  killed. 
Colonel  Breckinridge,  after  this  exploit^  reached 
the  Tessel  in  safety,  and  recrossed  the  river. — 
Covk  PKelpi$  Despatch. 

— Tbb  battle  of  Raymond,  Miss.,  was  fought 
this  day,  between  the  rebels  under  General  Gregg, 
ind  the  Union  troops  commanded  by  General 
iTcPherson.— (Doc  190.) 

May  18. — ^The  expeditionary  force  under  Colo- 
nel Davis^  encountered  a  party  of  rebel  guerrillas 
wd  Choctaw  Indians  at  Pontchatoula,  La.,  whom, 
After  a  brief  skirmish,  he  dispersed,  taking  seven- 
teen of  the  Choctaws  prisoners.    Colonel  Davis 
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afterward  destroyed  the  rebel  camp  at  Pontcha* 
toula. — New-Orleans  Era. 

— The  English  schooner  Sea  Bird  was  captured 
by  the  gunboat  De  Soto. — A  skirmish  took  place 
at  South-Union,  Ky.,  between  a  party  of  rebels 
who  fired  upon  a  train  and  the  Union  guard,  re- 
sulting in  the  defeat  of  the  guerrillas,  with  con- 
siderable loss. — The  schooners  A.  J.  Hoge  and 
Wonder  were  captured  this  day,  the  former  at 
Mobile  Bay,  and  the  latter  near  Port  Royal,  S.  C. 

— ^Yazoo  City,  Miss.,was  this  day  captured  by 
a  fleet  of  Union  gunboats,  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Walker.  The  rebel  troops  had  evac- 
uated the  place,  but  not  before  destroying  three 
rams  that  were  being  constructed  in  their  navy- 
yard.  Every  thing  of  value  in  the  navy-yard,  and 
also  a  saw-miU,  were  destroyed  by  Lieutenant 
Walker.  Altogether,  the  property  destroyed  was 
worth  to  the  rebels,  more  than  two  millions  of 
dollars. — Lieut  Com,  Walher^s  Eep<yrt 

May  14. — Jackson,  Miss.,  was  captured  by  the 
National  forces  belonging  to  the  army  of  General 
Grant,  after  a  fight  of  over  three  hours.  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston  was  in  command  of  the  rebels, 
who  retreated  toward  the  north. — {Doci  191.) 

— To-day  a  detachment  of  the  National  expe- 
ditionary force  under  Colonel  Davis,  destroyed 
the  tannery,  grist^  and  saw-mill,  together  with  a 
steam-engine,  at  Hammond  Station,  on  the  Jack- 
son Railroad,  La. — New- Orleans  Era. 

— A  scoutino-party  of  National  troops,  sent  out 
from  Fairfax  Court-House,  Va.,  encountered  a 
small  force  of  the  Black  Horse  cavalry,  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Masilla,  five  miles  beyond  Warren- 
ton  Junction,  when  a  skirmish  ensued,  resulting 
in  the  dispersion  of  the  rebels,  the  d^th  of  Mr. 
Masilla,  and  the  wounding  of  several  other  rebels. 
The  Nationals  had  three  wounded. — Nevo-Tarh 
Tribune. 

May  15. — A  fight  took  place  in  the  vicinity  of 
Camp  Moore,  La.,  between  the  expeditionary 
force  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Davis,  and 
a  body  of  rebel  troops,  resulting  in  a  rout  of  the 
latter  with  great  slaughter.  Afi;er  the  fight,  Colo- 
nel Davis  advanced  on  Camp  Moore,  which  he 
burned,  together  with  the  railroad  depot  and 
bridge,  and  a  great  quantity  of  property. — Ke/a- 
Orleans  Era. 

—  William  Corbih  and  T.  P.  Qraw,  found 
guilty  of  enlisting  for  the  rebel  service  within  the 
National  lines,  were  executed  at  Johnson's  Island^ 
near  Sandusky,  Ohio.-~-The  rebel  schooner  Royal 
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Yacht, was  captured  by  the  barkW.G.  Anderson. — 
The  rebels  captured  two  small  steamboats  in  the 
Dismal  Swamp  Canal,  N.  C. — ^The  ship  Crown 
Point,  in  latitude  7**  south,  longitude  34**  west, 
was  captured  and  burned  by  the  rebel  privateer 
Florida. 

— Several  desperate  infontry  fights  took  place 
ta<iay  in  the  vicinity  of  Carrsville  and  Suffolk, 
Va.,  between  the  National  forces  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Peck,  and  large  bodies  of  rebel 
troops,  in  which  both  parties  suffered  severely, 
without  gaining  any  material  advantage. 

May  16. — Last  night  a  company  of  United 
States  cavalry  was  surprised  and  captured  at 
Charlestown,  Jefferson  County,  Va-  Major-Gen- 
eral  Schenck,  on  being  informed  by  telegraph  of 
the  disaster,  immediately  ordered  General  Milroy 
to  send  out  a  force  to  intercept  and  attack  the 
'  rebels,  and  to-day  he  received  the  following  de- 
spatch from  General  Milroy,  announcing  the  re- 
sult :  "  The  Federal  cavalry  captured  at  Charles- 
town  were  recaptured  by  detachments  of  Virginia 
and  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  under  Captain  Vitt, 
this  afternoon,  about  three  o* clock,  at  Piedmont 
Station,  in  Fauquier  County.  We  also  captured 
forty  rebels  and  a  corresponding  number  of 
horses.  Two  rebels  were  killed.  I  regret  to  add 
that  we  lost  Captain  Vitt  and  one  sergeant  Our 
cavalry  recaptured  one  Federal  lieutenant,  and 
fifty  privates,  and  their  horses.  Major  Adams, 
of  the  First  New- York  cavalry,  who  arrived  after 
the  recapture,  is  still  in  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 
The  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  who  made 
the  recapture,  were  sent  out  by  me  yesterday." 

— The  United  States  steamer  Monticellb,  cap- 
tured the  schooner  Odd  Fellow,  off  Little  River 
Inlet,  N.  0.-— At  Bradyville  Pike,  in  the  vicinity 
of  Cripple  Creek,  Tenn.,  General  Palmer,  accom- 
panied by  an  escort  of  twenty-five  men,  and  sixty 
men  from  the  Middle  Tennessee  Union  cavalry, 
made  a  sabre-charge  on  a  detachment  of  the  Third 
Georgia  regiment,  numbering  eighty-five  men, 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thompson. 
The  rebels  had  no  sabres,  but  fought  desperately 
for  a  few  moments.  The  Union  force  killed  sev- 
eral of  the  enemy  and  brought  in  eighteen  pri- 
soners, among  them  Captains  M.  C.  Edwards  and 
Willis,  the  latter  of  the  Third  Georgia  cavalry, 
and  dangerously  wounded. — Cincinnati  Commer- 
cial, 

•^Thb  battle  of  Champion  Hill,  or  Baker's 
Creek,  Miss.,  was  fought  by  the  Nationals,  under 


General  Grant,  and  the  rebels,  under  General 
Pemberton,  in  which  the  latter  was  compelled  to 
fall  back  behind  the  Big  Black  River.-^i>i?c.  192.) 
—A  RBcoNNorrRiNo  party  of  the  First  New- 
York  mounted  rifle  regiment,  under  the  comniaiid 
of  Major  Patton,  were  attacked  in  the  vicinity  of 
Suffolk,  Va.,  by  a  largo  body  of  rebel  cavalry  and 
routed  with  considerable  loss. 

—Sixteen  men  of  the  First  New- York  cavalry, 
under  the  oomnuind  of  Lieutenant  Vermillion,  at- 
tacked a  party  of  twenty-two  rebel  soldier.s  at 
Berry's  Ferry,  Va.,  and  killed  two,  wounded  five, 
and  captured  ten  of  them. 

— The  rebel  government  steamer  Cuba»  was 
destroyed  by  the  National  gunboat  DeSoto,  Cap- 
tain W.  W.  Walker,  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  off 
Mobile  harbor,  Als,.— Captain  Walker's  RfpvH. 

— At  daylight  this  morning  the  National  anriy, 
under  General  Grant,  moved  on  from  Champion 
Hill  to  the  Big  Black  River,  Miss.,  where  a  battle 
was  fought  with  the  rebels,  under  Pemberton,  and 
they  were  again  defeated  and  driven  into  their  in- 
trenchments  around  Vicksburgh  with  great  loss 
of  men  and  munitions  of  war. — {Doc  193.) 

—Jackson,  Miss.,  was  evacuated  by  the  Na- 
tional forces,  belonging  to  the  army  of  General 
Grant 

— The  schooner  Isabel,  attempting  to  run  the 
blockade  at  Mobile,  was  run  ashore  close  under 
the  walls  of  Fort  Morgan,  and  Mastcr^s  Mate  Dyer, 
of  the  R.  R  Cuyler,  was  sent  with  boats,  either 
to  bring  her  off  or  bum  her.  They  were  just  in 
time  to  capture  sixteen  men,  being  her  crew  and 
some  passengers.  Finding  it  impossible  to  get 
the  schooner  ofi;  he  set  fire  to  her  and  then  pulled 
for  his  own  ship.  By  this  time  the  alariy  had 
been  given  and  the  rebels  in  the  fort  were  on  the 
alert  Mr.  Dyer,  finding  that  the  schooner  did 
not  break  out  in  a  blaze,  as  he  expected,  turned 
back  toward  the  fort,  and  effectually  did  his 
work.  —  The  rebel  schooner  Ripple,  was  cap- 
tured by  the  National  gunboat  Kanawha,  block- 
ading the  port  of  Pensacola,  Fla.— Rebel  guerril- 
las visited  Burning  Springs,  Wirt  County,  Va, 
where  they  burned  oil-works  and  committed  oth- 
er depredations. 

— ^Ybsterd  AT  a  company  of  the  First  New-York 
cavalry  having  been  captured  at  Charlestown,  Va, 
by  a  gang  of  guerrillas,  under  the  leadership  of 
Captain  Mosby,  the  r^ment  left  Berrysville  to- 
day, under  the  command  of  Major  Adams,  in  pur- 
suit of  the  rebels.    They  were  overtaken  at  Ber- 
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77's  Ford,  on  the  Rappfthannock,  and,  after  a 
brief  .skirmish,  tlie  rebels  were  completoly  routed 
and  the  prisoners  recaptured. 

May  IS. — In  England,  in  the  Hoase  of  Lords, 
the  Marquis  of  Glanricarde  moved  for  copies  of 
uy  reports  (rom  British  consuUr  or  diplomatic 
agents  in  the  United  States  respecting  the  deci- 
lioQS  or  proceedings  of  the  Federal  prize  courts. 
The  tfarquis  accused  President  Linooln*s  Cabinet 
of  having  acted  unfairly  and  illegally  toward 
British  shipping,  and  said  it  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary for  fler  M^^sty^s  government^  to  take 
more  action  than  it  had  hitherto  done  in  defence 
of  the  rights  of  English  ship-owners.  Earl  Rus- 
sell, in  reply,  stated  that  every  complaint  made  by 
the  owners  of  vessels  seized  by  Federal  cruisers 
had  been  duly  considered,  and  that  the  law  oflScers 
of  the  crown  had  decided  that  no  objection  could 
10  &r  be  fairly  established  against  the  proceedings 
of  the  United  States  prize  courts.  The  Earl  took 
adTantage  of  %ie  opportunity  to  deny  the  state- 
ment that  the  British  government  had  connived 
at  the  construction  and  escape  of  the  confederate 
cruiser  Alabama,  and  to  repeat  the  assurance  that 
EiiglaDd  had  no  desire  to  interfere  unfairly  in  the 
dispute  between  the  North  and  South.  Lord 
Derby  expressed  approval  of  Earl  RusselFs 
speech,  and  the  Marquis  of  Glanricarde,  being 
utisM  with  the  discussion,  withdrew  the  motion. 

— To-DAT  a  party  of  twenty-two  white  men,  of 
the  Second  Kansas  artillery,  and  thirty-two  ne- 
gro soldiers,  under  the  command  of  Major  R.  G. 
^Vard,  on  a  foraging  expedition  near  Sherwood, 
)(o.,  were  attacked  by  a  gang  of  two  hundred  rebel 
g^Krrillas,  under  the  leadership  of  Colonel  Liv- 
ingston. Under  the  inspiration  of  Major  Ward, 
the  Union  party  rallied  together  and  fought  des- 
perately, falling  back  until  the  survivors  reached 
their  camp,  six  miles  from  the  place  where  the 
fight  commenced.  Of  the  white  men,  two  were 
killed,  four  wounded,  and  two  were  taken  pris- 
oners, twelve  escaping.  Fifleen  of  the  colored 
troops  were  killed,  two  captured,  and  fifteen  es- 
caped, all  but  one  of  whom  were  wounded. 

— Hai5es's  Bluff,  on  the  Yazoo  River,  having 
Wn  evacuated  by  the  rebels,  was  occupied  by 
the  National  forces,  under  Admiral  Porter. — (J)oe. 
IH) 

--A  SERIOUS  mistake  occurred  at  a  point  be- 
tween Carrsville  and  Deserted  House,  Va.,  in 
^bich  two  bodies  of  National  troops  fired  into 
^^  other,  and  killed  three  men  and  wounded 


four,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventieth 
regiment  of  New- York  volunteers. 

Maf/  19. — The  rebel  schooner  Mississippi,  from 
Mobile,  Ala.,  to  Havana,  with  a  cargo  of  cotton 
and  turpentine,  was  captured  by  the  gunboat 
De  Soto. — The  National  cavalry,  under  General 
Milroy,  had  a  skirmish  with  the  rebels,  at  a  point 
six  miles  from  Winchester,  Va.,  in  which  they 
killed  six  and  captured  seven  prisoners. — Rich- 
mond, Clay  County,  Mo.,  was  captured,  together 
with  the  Natioiuil  force  occupying  it,  by  a  band 
of  rebel  guerrillas,  after  a  severe  fight,  in  which 
two  officers  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Missouri  regiment 
were  killed.  A  lieutenant  belonging  to  the  cap- 
tured party  was  shot  after  the  surrender. — The 
Spanish  steamer  Union,  was  captured  by  the  Na- 
tional gunboat  Nashville. 

May  20. — On  Sunday  last,  the  seventeenth,  the 
National  pickets  stationed  on  the  road  between 
Fayetteville  and  Raleigh,  Va.,  were  attacked  and 
surrounded  by  a  force  of  rebels,  but,  after  a  short 
fight  they  escaped  all  but  one,  the  skirmishing 
continuing  until  noon,  when  the  National  pickets 
were  driven  in.  Yesterday  the  attack  was  re- 
newed  and  kept  up  until  to-day,  when  the  rebels 
were  repulsed  with  slight  loss. — {Doe.  195.) 

— Colonel  Wn.LiAic  A.  Puillips,  commanding 
the  Indian  brigade,  had  a  severe  fight  with  the 
rebels,  belonging  to  the  army  of  General  Price, 
near  Fort  Gibson,  Ark.  The  rebels  crossed  the 
Arkansas  River,  near  the  fort,  when  they  were 
attacked  by  Colonel  Phillips  and  driven  back, 
with  a  loss  of  one  major  and  several  men  killed. — 
{Doe.  196.) 

— The  steamships  Margaret  and  Jessie,  the  An- 
nie and  the  Kate,  arrived  at  Charleston,  S.  C, 
from  Nassau,  with  **  valuable  cargoes,''  having 
run  the  blockade. — The  schooner  Sea  Bird  was 
captured  and  burned  by  the  rebels,  while  aground 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Neuse  River,  N.  C. — ^The 
steamer  Eagle,  having  just  left  the  harbor  of  Nas- 
sau, N.  P.,  with  a  cargo  intended  for  tl:e  rebels, 
was  captured  by  the  National  gunboat  Octorora. — 
Oharle»ton  Courier, 

May  21. — ^A  band  of  guerrillas  who  day  before 
yesterday  plundered  the  town  of  Richmond,  Ma, 
this  day  visited  Plattsburgh,  in  the  same  State, 
and  carried  off  eleven  thousand  dollars  belonging 
to  the  State,  beside  committing  other  depreda- 
tions. 

^Tqe  Mobile  Beguter  of  this  date  said :  "  Wo 
are  informed  by  the  Mayor  that  the  British  suh^ 
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jects  residing  in  Mobile  have  formed  a  company, 
known  as  the  British  Consular  Guards,  command- 
ed by  F.  J.  Helton,  Captain,  and  have  offered  their 
services  to  the  Mayor  to  aid  in  the  preservation 
of  the  good  order  of  the  city  in  case  of  insurrec- 
tion, invasion,  inundation,  devastation  by  fire,  or 
any  other  duty  not  inconsistent  with  the  retain- 
ing of  theur  original  nationality." 

— Last  night  a  laiige  steamer  was  discovered 
by  the  gunboat  Powhatan,  coming  out  of  Charles- 
ton by  the  North  channel.  She  was  fired  at  re- 
peatedly, and  finally  driven  back ;  but  before  she 
reached  the  bar  again  the  Powhatan*  s  fire,  and 
that  of  two  or  three  other  blockaders  that  had 
slipped  their  cables  and  come  up,  was  so  heavy 
and  well-directed  that  the  Anglo-rebel  was  bored 
through  and  through  and  sunk  in  about  eight 
fathoms  of  water.  Nothing  but  her  topmasts 
were  visible  this  morning  at  daylight  She  was 
a  very  large  steamer,  loaded  with  an  immense 
cargo  of  cotton  and  tobacco.  Her  name  was  not 
ascertained,  nor  the  fate  of  her  officers  and 
crew. — An  expedition  of  National  troops  com- 
posed of  levies  from  Massachusetts,  New- York, 
and  Maine,  left  Bemis's  Landinj^,  La.,  this  morn- 
ing at  daybreak. — {Doc.  197.) 

— ^ViCKSBUROH,  Miss.,  was  completely  invested 
by  the  National  forces  under  Major-Qeneral 
Grant.  The  rebels  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce  offer- 
ing to  surrender  the  place  and  all  their  arms  and 
munitions  of  war,  if  they  would  be  allowed  to 
pass  out  The  offer  was  refused. — William  Robe, 
a  citizen  of  Morgan  County,  Ind,  was  shot  while 
at  work  in  his  field,  by  a  man  named  Bailey. 
Robe  had  been  instrumental  in  collecting  evidence 
against  the  Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle. 

— The  Twelfth  regiment  of  New- York  volun- 
teers returned  to  Syracuse  firom  the  seat  of  war. — 
A  rebel  camp  near  Middleton,  Tenn.,  was  attack- 
ed and  broken  up  by  a  party  of  National  troops 
under  the  command  of  General  Stanley. — (Boe. 
198.) 

— The  citizens  of  Richmond,  Va.,  were  organ- 
ized for  the  defence  of  the  city,  and  officers  were 
appointed  by  General  George  W.  Randolph,  as- 
sisted by  a  select  committee  of  the  City  Council. 
The  people  of  Manchester,  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  James  River,  were  invited  to  cooperate  in 
the  movement — Richmond  Examiner. 

May  22. — ^A  brief  skirmish  took  place  near 
Middleton,  Tenn.,  between  a  detachment  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois,  with  a  company 


of  Tennessee  Unionists,  and  a  scouting-party  of 
eighteen  men  of  the  Second  Mississippi  rebel  reg- 
iment, under  the  command  of  Captain  S.  Street, 
terminating  in  the  capture  of  eleven  rebels,  six 
of  whom  were  badly  wounded,  and  the  escape  of 
the  rest 

— ^A  FORCE  of  Union  troops  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  J.  Kilpatrick,  returned  to^y 
to  Gloucester  Point,  after  iT  raid  into  Gloucester 
and  Mathew  counties,  Va.,  in  conjunction  with 
the  gunboat  Commodore  Morris,  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding, Gillis,  and  a  transport,  in  the  North  and 
East  Rivers.  The  parties  were  abseqt  two  dsys^ 
during  which  time  they  captured  a  lai^e  number 
of  horses,  mules,  and  cattle;  five  mills  filled  to 
their  utmost  capacity  with  flour  and  grain,  were 
burned,  and  a  large  quantity  of  com  and  wheat 
collected  in  storehouses,  was  also  destroyed. 

— The  Bureau  for  colored  troops  was  establish- 
ed in  the  department  of  the  Adjut^t-General  of 
the  army  of  the  United  States. — A  reconnois- 
sance  under  Col.  J.  R.  Jones,  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  regiment  from  Newbem,  N.  C, 
was  made  to  Gum  Swamp,  resulting  in  the  sm^ 
prise  and  capture  of  a  lai^ge  number  of  rebels. 
In  the  fight  which  occurred.  Colonel  Jones  was 
killed.— (DewJ.  199.) 

— The  English  schooner  Handy  was  captured 
by  the  National  gunboat  Octorara. — The  Baptist 
Missionary  Union,  in  session  at  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
adopted  a  series  of  resolutions,  characterizing  the 
war  as  just  and  holy,  declaring  their  belief  that 
the  authors  of  the  rebellion  had  inflicted  the 
death-blow  to  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
and  the  rebel  States ;  believing  the  war  to  be 
completely  successful,  and  exhorting  the  Union 
to  sustain  the  Administration  by  its  prayers,  in 
fluence,  and  personal  sacrifices. 

— The  rebel  steamer  Beauregard,  under  the 
command  of  Captain  Louis  M.  Coxetter,  success- 
fully ran  the  blockade  into  Charleston,  S.  C. 

— The  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  Sod- 
ety  held  its  anniversary  in  London  this  day. 
Lord  Brougham  declined  to  preside,  "  as  snch  a 
course  seemed  to  him  to  be  inconsistent  with 
British  neutrality."  A  letter  from  Mr.  Adams, 
the  American  Minister,  was  read,  conveying  tho 
thanks  of  President  Lincoln  for  the  proceedings 
in  January  last,  and  resolutions  were  adopted 
expressing  strong  sympathy  with  the  success  of 
the  emancipation  policy. — Mr.  Yallandigham, 
from  the  military  prison  at  Cincinnati,  addressed 
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a  letter  tothe  Democncy^  of  Ohio. — ^The  legiti- 
mate bosiness  between  the  cities  of  Washington 
and  Georgetown,  D.  C,  being  ^*  daily  and  fla- 
pviHj  abased,"  an  order  was  issued  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  regulating  the  trade  to  and  from 
those  cities. — General  Orden  No.  141. 

— To-DAT  the  Union  forces  under  General 
Grant  made  a  general  assault  on  the  whole  line 
of  the  rebel  fortifications  at  Yicksburgh ;  but, 
after  a  desperate  and  most  obstinate  conflict  of 
more  than  eight  hours*  duration,  they  were  re- 
pulsed at  all  points,  and  were  compelled  to  retire 
(iiscomfitcd--{Doc  200.) 

May  23. — ^The  following  petition  was  circulat- 
ed in  Columbus  and  other  portions  of  Ohio : 
"The  undersigned,  citizens  of  Franklin  County, 
Kspectfally  represent  that  the  most  sacred  rights 
of  citizens  are  guaranteed  by  the  Constitution  of 
oar  fitthers.  It  has  been  violated  in  the  arbitra- 
ry arrest,  illegal  trial,  and  inhuman  imprisormient 
of  Hon.  C.  L.  Vallandigham.  We  therefore  de- 
maod  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  his 
immediate  and  unconditional  release." 

—The  rebel  sloop  Fashion,  having  on  board 
fiitr  bales  of  cotton,  was  captured  by  a  boat  ex- 
peditioQ  from  the  National  steamer  Port  Royal, 
tt  a  point  forty-five  miles  above  Apalachicola, 
Fla.— Jc^tn^  Matter  Van  SlycVs  Report 

May  24. — Austin,  Mississippi,  was  visited  and 
burned  by  the  forces  under  General  Ellet,  com- 
Btanding  the  ram  fleet  in  the  department  of  the 
IfississippL— (Z^  203.) 

—A  WAGON-TRAIN,  ladcu  With  commissary 
fitires,  with  an  escort  of  thirty  colored  troops, 
^iiider  the  command  of  a  white  officer,  were  cap- 
taT«d  near  Shawnee  Creek,  Kansas,  by  a  gang 
of  rebel  guerrillas. — Leatenioerth  Coniervathe. 

--Tbk  schooner  Joe  Flanner  was  captured 
^ile  trying  to  run  the  blockade  of  Mobile,  Ala., 
k^  the  gunboat  Pembina. — Major-Generals  A.  P. 
Qill  and  R.  S.  Ewell,  of  the  rebel  army,  were  ap- 
pointed Lieotenant-Generals.  —  General  Curtis 
relinquished  the  command  of  the  Department  of 
U»  West  of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  and 
^^^neral  Schofield  assumed  it,  and  issued  orders 
^that  effect 

— C058IDKRABLB  excittfment  existed  in  England 
'^ft^'ding  the  depredations  of  the  rebel  privateer 
Alabama^the  cai^goes  of  three  of  the  vessels 
aptured  and  destroyed  by  her  on  the  South- 
^°«rican  coast  being  British  property. 

May  25.-— The  National  forces  under  the  com- 


mand of  General  Michael  Corcoran,  were  cngi^ed 
in  destroying  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburgh  Rail- 
roads, Va. — A  body  of  rebels  crossed  the  Cumber- 
land River  at  Fishing  Creek  and  Hartford,  Ky.« 
but  were  driven  back  by  the  National  troops  after 
a  brief  skirmish. — An  expedition  from  German- 
town,  Miss.,  under  Colonel  McCrellis,  attacked  a 
rebel  force  at  Senatobia,  and  drove  them  south 
of  the  TalUhatchie  River,  with  a  loss  of  six  killed 
and  three  wounded  of  their  number. 

May  26.— Colonel  J.  T.  Wilder,  with  his  regi- 
ment of  mounted  infantry,  returned  to  Murfrees- 
boro,  Tenn.,  from  a  scout  in  the  direction  of 
McMinnville,  in  search  of  the  rebel  cavalry  under 
the  command  of  Colonel  Breckinridge.  ,  He  en- 
countered the  rebel  pickets  a  short  distance  from 
Woodbury,  and  commenced  an  attack,  which  at- 
tracted the  rebels  in  the  vicinity,  and  they  having 
collected,  a  running  fight  was  kept  up  for  several 
miles.  Twelve  miles  west  of  McMinnville,  the 
Union  forces  came  on  the  camp  of  the  rebels 
under  Breckinridge,  and  after  a  short  fight,  routed 
them  and  captured  nine  prisoners,  several  horses 
and  thirty  head  of  cattle.  Having  secured  the 
prisoners  and  burned  the  tents  and  baggage  left 
by  the  rebel  cavalry,  the  Nationals  pushed  for- 
ward, driving  the  enemy  till  within  seven  miles 
of  McMinnville,  when  the  pursuit  was  abandoned. 
On  the  return  to  Murfreesboro,  the  Nationals 
scouted  the  country  on  both  flanks,  and  succeed- 
ed in  capturing  a  number  of  rebel  soldiers  who 
were  at  home  on  furlough. — New-  York  Times. 

— Colonel  F.  M.  Cornvn,  of  the  Tenth  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  left  Corinth,  Miss.,  in  command  of 
a  strong  force  of  cavalry,  on  a  raid  into  Alabama. 

— Miss  HoziER,  a  young  woman  residing  a  few 
miles  from  Suffolk,  Va.,  was  arrested  while  try- 
ing to  reach  Richmond.  In  the  handle  of  her 
parasol  were  diagrams  and  papers  giving  in  detail 
the  character  and  location  of  all  the  fortifications 
in  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  and  the  strength  of  the 
forces  garrisoning  them.  —  The  Thirty-second 
regiment  of  New- York  volunteers,  under  the 
comnuuid  of  Colonel  Francis  K  Pinto,  returned 
to  New- York. 

— At  Sheffield,  England,  Mr.  Roebuck  made 
an  address,  in  which  he  was  very  violent  in  his 
attack  upon  America.  The  meeting  adopted  reso- 
lutions in  harmony  with  Mr.  Roebuck*s  views, 
although  a  respectable  minority  declared  in  £avor 
of  non-recognition  of  the  rebel  government 

— Joseph  E.  Bbown,  rebel  Governor  of  Georgia, 
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issued  the  following  address  to  the  people  of  that 
State :  **  I  have  this  day  received  a  despatch  from 
General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  commanding  the 
army  in  Mississippi,  stating  that  he  is  informed 
that  numbers  of  stragglers  from  the  army  are 
reported  going  East  through  Georgia,  especially 
the  northern  part,  and  requesting  me  to  have 
them,  officers  as  well  as  men,  arrested  and  sent 
back  to  Jackson,  *  employing  for  that  purpose 
associations  of  citizens  as  well  as  State  troops/ 
I  therefore  order  the  commanding  officers  of  the 
State  troops,  and  all  militia  officers  of  this  State, 
and  request  all  good  citizens,  to  be  vigilant  and 
active  in  arresting  all  stragglers  and  deserter^ 
whether  officers  or  men,  and  when  arrested,  to 
deliver  them  to  Colonel  G.  W.  Lee,  commanding 
post  at  Atlanta,  to  be  by  him  sent  to  Jackson,  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  General  Johnston. 
Prompt  and  eneiigetic  action  is  necessary." 

May  ^7. — The  rebel  fortifications  at  Port  Hud- 
son were  this  day  attacked  by  the  National  forces 
under  the  command  of  General  Banks,  but,  after 
a  desperate  conflict  of  eight  hours'  duration,  they 
were  unable  to  reduce  them.  In  the  first  charge 
made  upon  the  works,  Captain  Callioux  and 
Lieutenant  Crowder,  both  colored  officers,  were 
killed.--(2)oc.  201.) 

— The  United  States  gunboat  Cincinnati,  was 
Bunk  by  the  rebel  batteries  at  Vicksburgh,  Miss. 
Lieutenant  Commander  Bache,  gave  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  occurrence  to  Admiral  Porter: 
*•  In  obedience  to  your  order,  the  Cincinnati  got 
under  way  this  morning  at  seven  o'clock,  and 
steamed  slowly  down  until  a  little  abreast  of 
where  the  mortars  lie.  When  we  rounded  to, 
the  enemy  fired  several  shots  from  a  gun  called 
*  AVhistling  Dick,'  but  soon  gave  it  up.  At  half- 
past  eight,  with  a  full  head  of  steam,  we  stood 
for  the  position  assigned  us.  The  enemy  fired 
rapidly,  and  from  all  their  batteries.  When 
abreast  of  our  pontoon,  and  rounding  to,-  a  ball 
entered  the  magazine,  and  she  commenced  sink- 
ing rapidly.  Shortly  after,  the  starboard  tiller 
was  carried  away.  Before  and  after  this,  the 
enemy  fired  with  great  accuracy,  hitting  us  nearly 
every  time.  We  were  especially  annoyed  by 
plunging  shots  from  the  hills,  and  eight-inch  rifled 
and  ten-inch  smooth-bore  shots  did  us  much 
damage.  The  shots  went  entirely  through  our 
protection — ^hay  and  wood.  And  now,  finding 
that  the  vessel  would  sink,  I  ran  her  up-stream 
as  near  the  right-hand  shore  as  our  damaged 
steering  apparatus  would  permit     About  ten 


minutes  before  she  sank  we  ran  close  in,  got  out 
one  plank,  and  put  the  wounded  ashore.  We 
also  got  a  hawser  oiit  to  make  fast  to  a  tree  to 
hold  her  until  she  sunk.  Unfortunately,  the  men 
ashore  left  the  hawser  without  making  it  last 
The  enemy  were  still  firing,  and  the  boat  com- 
monced  drifting  out  I  sung  out  to  the  men  to 
swim  ashore,  thinking  we  were  in  deeper  water 
(as  was  reported)  than  we  really  were.  I  sup- 
pose about  fifteen  were  drowned  and  twenty-five 
killed  and  wounded,  and  one  probably  taken  pri- 
soner. This  will  sum  up  our  whole  loss.  The  boat 
sunk  in  about  three  fathoms  of  water ;  she  lies 
level  and  can  easily  be  raised,  but  lies  within  range 
of  the  enemy's  batteries.  The  vessel  went  down 
with  her  colors  nailed  to  her  mast^  or  rather  to 
the  stump  of  one,  all  three  having  been  shot 
away.  Our  fire,  until  the  magazine  was  drowned, 
was  good,  and  I  am  satisfied  did  damage.  We 
only  fired  at  a  two-gun  water-battery." 

— ^The  Eleventh  battery  of  Massachusetts  vol- 
unteers, returned  to  Boston  from  the  seat  of  war. 

May  28. — The  Eighth  Illinois  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Col.  D.  R.  Clendenin,  returned  to 
the  headquarters  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  after 
a  raid  along  the  banks  of  the  Rappahannock  and 
Potomac  Rivers  below  Fredericksburgh,  Va.  The 
regiment  were  on  the  scout  for  eleven  days,  dur- 
ing which  time  they  capture^  five  hundred  horses 
and  mules,  destroyed  twenty  thousand  pounds 
of  bacon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  flour ;  bumod 
one  hundred  sloops,  yawls,  ferry-boats,  etc,  laden 
with  contraband  goods,  Intended  for  the  use  of 
the  rebels,  and  valued  at  one  million  dollars; 
and  brought  into  camp  eight  hundred  and  ten  ne- 
gi|p  men,  women,  and  children,  with  a  great  deal 
of  ** personal"  property,  consisting  of  horses, 
mules,  carts,  clothing,  etc.,  and  also  one  hundred 
rebel  prisoners,  several  of  whom  were  officers  of 
the  rebel  army. 

—There  was  much  excitement  in  Boston,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  departure  of  the  Fiily>fourth 
regiment,  colored  Massachusetts  troops,  for  Sout^- 
Carolina.  This  was  the  first  negro  regiment  sent 
from  the  North. — A  party  of  two  hundred  rebd 
cavalry  mad^  a  descent'in  Kentucky,  near  Somer- 
8et|  and  cf^tured  a  snudl  number  of  Nationals 
belonging  to  Wolford^s  cavalry.  —  Elections  in 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  took  place,  result- 
ing in  the  success  of  the  Unionists. 

— The  rebel  steamer  Banshee,  ran  the  blockade 
of  Wilmington,  N.  C. — Richmond  Examiner, 
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— To-day  a  severe  skirmish  took  place  on  the 
Little  Black  River,  in  the  vicinity  of  Doniphan, 
Mo.,  between  a  force  of  National  troops,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Lippert,  of  the  Thirteenth 
Illinois  cavalry,  and  a  numerically  superior  body 
of  rebels,  terminating,  after  a  desperate  contest 
of  half  an  hour's  duration,  in  the  defeat  of  the 
Union  force,  with  the  loss  of  eighty  of  their  num- 
ber in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

J/tfy  29. — A  detachment  of  the  First  Vermont 
caTalnr  had  a  skirmish  near  Thoroughfar^ap,  Va. 
with  a  scouting-party  of  Stuart's  cavalry,  consist- 
mg  of  forty  men,  commanded  by  Captain  Farleigh, 
of  General  Stuart's  staff.  The  rebels  fled  pre- 
cipitately, with  the  loss  of  one  killed,  two  wound- 
ei  and  one  man  taken  prisoner.  The  Nationals 
had  five  horses  wounded ;  but  sustained  no  loss 
or  casualty,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  taken 
prisoner. — ^The  Sixth  regiment  of  Massachusetts 
Toinnteers,  after  tWo  terms  of  service  in  the  war, 
returned  to  Boston,  where  they  were  received 
with  great  enthusiasm. — New-  York  Tribune. 

— Bbigadier-General  Rbbd  returned  to  Lake 
Providence,  La.,  from  an  expedition  into  Missis- 
sippi Three  days  ago  he  embarked  with  a  por- 
tion of  the  First  Kansas  volunteers,  and  a  r^- 
ment  of  Louisiana  colored  troops.  Ascending 
the  river  ten  miles,  the  troops  landed  near  Moon 
Lake,  from  which  place  they  advanced  into  the 
interior,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  sixty  head 
cf  r^attle,  and  a  large  quantity  of  stores  belonging 
to  the  rebels. 

May  30. — This  morning,  at  about  half-past  ten, 
the  rebels  attacked  a  train  of  sixteen  cars  from 
AWxandria,  loaded  with  forage,  about  a  mile  and 
ft  half  from  Kettle  Run,  toward  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion, Ya.  The  Third  brigade,  under  Colonel  De 
Forrest,  was  stationed  at  Kettle  Run,  and  the 
pickets  were  first  notified  of  the  enemy's  presence 
by  hearing  heavy  firing.  A  force  was  immedi- 
Utly  sent  in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  but  too 
lite  to  save  the  train,  which  was  utterly  de- 
siolished,  the  locomotive  being  pierced  by  two 
six-poand  cannon-balls. — {Doe,  203.) 

—Great  excitement  existed  at  Harper's  Ferry, 
Hfi,  and  its  vicinity,  on  account  of  the  reported 
ippmach  of  the  rebel  General  Lee,  with  a  view 
of  entering  Maryland. — The  Thirtieth  r^^ent 
<A  Xew-York  volunteers,  under  the  command  of 
Colonel  William  M.  Searing,  returned  to  Albany 
from  the  seat  of  war. — A  rebel  camp  near  Carth- 


age, Tenn.,  was  surprised  by  a  party  of  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio  regiment,  who  captured  twen- 
ty-two prisoners,  and  thirty -five  horses,  besides 
destroying  all  the  camp  equipage. —  Cincinnati 
Commereial. 

— A  LARGE  meeting  was  held  at  Newark,  N.  J., 
"  by  the  Democracy  of  that  city,  to  express  their 
opposition  to  the  recent  arrest  and  banishment 
of  Mr.  Yallandigham.  There  were  six  thousand 
persons  present,  and  the  sentiments  uttered  by 
the  various  speakers  were  heartily  applauded." 
Speeches  were  made  by  A.  J.  Rogers,  Eli  P.  Nor- 
ton, Judge  A.  R  Speer,  and  General  Theodore 
Runyon. — New -York  Daily  News. 

— Toe  town  of  Tappahannock,  on  the  ri^ht  bank 
of  the  Rappahannock  River,  Va.,  was  this  day 
captured  by  four  Union  gunboats.  A  party  of 
troops  landed  and  carried  off  and  destroyed  a 
large  amount  of  rebel  stores,  etc.  They  also  cap- 
tured a  large  quantity  of  personal  property,  and 
a  number  of  negroes. 

May  31. — A  battle  occurred  in  Lincoln  County, 
Mo.,  between  a  largo  body  of  guerrillas,  and  the 
enrolled  militia  of  the  county,  resulting  in  the 
defeat  of  the  latter,  with  a  loss  of  ten  men. — The 
National  gunboat  Alert,  lying  at  the  navy-yard 
at  Norfolk,  Ya.,  took  fire  this  morning.  The  fire 
soon  reaching  her  magazine,  a  shell  exploded, 
which  went  through  her  bottom,  and  she  sank 
immediately.  —  A  cavalry  reconnoissance  was 
made  from  Somerset,  Ky.,  to  within  four  miles 
of  Monticcllo,  during  which,  sixteen  rebels,  with 
their  arms  and  horses,  were  captured. 

— A  FORCE  of  Union  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  F.  M.  Comyn,  Tenth  Missouri 
cavalry,  returned  to  Corinth,  Miss.,  after  a  suc- 
cessful raid  into  Alabama.  They  were  absent 
five  days,  during  which  time,  they  had  a  fight 
(May  twenty-seventh)  with  a  body  of  rebel  guer- 
rillas, under  Colonel  Roddy,  at  Florence,  Ala., 
routing  them  with  considerable  loss;  they  de* 
stroyed  seven  cotton  factories,  with  all  their  con- 
tents, valued  at  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
dollars ;  a  number  of  steam  flour-mills  and  saw- 
mills, a  number  of  blacksmiths'  shops,  a  lai^ 
number  of  wagons,  an  immense  quantity  of  pow* 
dcr,  and  other  ammunition,  and  a  large  quantity 
of  English-manufactured  arms.  The  bridge  at 
Florence,  and  a  number  of  houses  were  burned, 
and  the  Nationals  returned  with  six  hundred 
head  of  horses,  mules,  and  oxen,  one  hundred 
prisoners,  and  a  large  number  of  negroes. 
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DOOUMEisrrs  and  narratives 


Doa  1. 
THE  INVASION  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

OOLONKL  A.  K.  McOLUBrS  LBTTEB. 

GHAMBngBUBOH,  Pa.,  Oetober  >-,  18<B. 

I  BATE  had  a  taste  of  rebel  rule ;  and,  although 
not  so  bad  as  it  might  have  bedn,  my  rather 
moderate  lore  of  adventure  would  not  invite  a 
repetition  of  it.  I  reached  here  on  Friday  even- 
ing to  fill  seyeral  political  appointments  in  the 
county ;  and,  when  I  got  off  the  cars,  the  tele- 
graphic operator  called  me  aside,  and  Informed 
me  that  he  had  a  report  from  Greencastle,  of  the 
rebels  entering  Mercersburgh.  We  agreed  that 
it  was  preposterous,  and  thought  it  best  not  to 
mike  ttie  report  public  and  alarm  our  people 
needlessly.  I  supposed  that  a  few  cavalry  had 
crossed  the  Potomac  to  forage  somewhere  on  the 
nrate  leading  to  Mercersburgh,  but  never,  for  a 
moment,  credited  their  advent  into  that  place.  I 
came  home,  and  after  tea  returned  to  the  tele- 
graph-office to  ascertain  whether  the  rebels  had 
been  over  the  Potomac  at  any  pointy  and  I  was 
there  met  by  two  reliable  men,  who  had  narrowly 
escaped  from  the  rebel  cavalry  seven  miles  west 
of  this  place.  The  tel^raph-wire  had  also  been 
cat  west,  and  it  was  then  manifest  that  we  had 
bat  an  hour  to  prepare  for  our  new  and  novel 
visitors. 

Our  people  were  confounded  with  astonishment 
at  the  brilliant  audacity  of  the  rebels  penetrating 
twenty  miles  in  Gen.  McGlellan^s  rear ;  but,  how- 
ever reckless  or  well  devised  on  their  part,  the 
fiurt  and  the  rebels  were  both  staring  our  people 
in  the  iaceL  The  rain  was  pouring  down  in  tor- 
rents, and  in  a  little  time  citizens  were  seen  run- 
ning to  and  fro  with  their  muskets ;  but  there 
VIS  no  organization,  and  no  time  to  effect  one. 
CoL  Kennedy  attempted  to  improvise  mounted 
pickets  for  the  sevoral  roads  on  which  they  might 
enter,  bat  he  had  scarcely  got  his  forces  mounted 
until  the  clattering  of  hoofs  was  heard  on  the 
western  pike,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  rebel  ad- 
vance was  in  the  centre  of  the  town.  They  stated 
that  they  bore  a  flag  of  truce,  and  wished  to  bo 
taken  U>  the  commandant  of  the  post 

I  had  just  got  word  of  the  movement  to  Gov. 
Curtin  and  Gen.  Brooks,  at  Hagerstown,  when  I 
was  sent  for  to  meet  the  distinguished  strangers. 
A  hasty  message  to  Hagerstown  and  Harrisburgh, 
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stating  that  the  town  was  about  to  be  surrendered, 
closed  telegraph  communication,  and  Mr.  Gilmore, 
the  operator,  prepared  at  once  for  the  advent  of 
his  successors,  and  struck  out  along  the  line  to- 
ward Harrisburgh  with  his  instrument  I  went 
up  town  to  meet  the  flag  of  truce,  and  found  a 
clever-looking  "  butternut,"  dripping  wet,  without 
any  mark  of  rank,  bearing  a  dirty  white  cloth  on 
a  little  stick.  He  politely  stated  that  he  sought  • 
the  commander  or  authorities  of  the  town,  and  in 
the  name  of  the  general  commanding  the  con- 
federate forces,  he  demanded  the  surrender  of  the 
village.  He  refused  to  give  his  name,  or  the 
name  of  the  general  commanding,  and  he  could 
not  state  on  what  terms  they  would  accept  a  sur^ 
render.  As  I  had  no  command  other  than  the 
scattered  and  bewildered  home  guards — all  brave 
enough,  but  entirely  without  drill  or  organization 
— and  about  three  hundred  wounded  men  in  the 
hospitals,  I  acted  with  the  citizens  as  one  of 
them ;  and  it  did  not  require  a  protracted  council 
to  detiormine  that  we  could  not  successfully  resist 
cavalry  and  artillery.  So  we  concluded  that  the 
venerable  village  had  to  be  consigned  over  to 
rebel  keeping.  We  had  been  kindly  allowed 
thirty  minutes  to  decide,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  we  were  informed,  rebel  artillery  would  de- 
mand submission  in  rather  unpleasant  tones. 
GoL  T.  B.  Kennedy,  (colonel  by  political  brevet, 
like  myself,)  Judge  Kimmell,  provost-marshal, 
and  your  humble  servant,  mounted  three  stray 
horses,  and  filed  in  with  the  rebel  escort,  amidst 
a  thunder  of  cheers  for  the  Union  and  groans  for 
the  rebels,  to  meet  we  did  not  know  whom,  and 
to  go  we  did  not  know  where.  Without  umbrel- 
las or  overcoats,  we  had  the  full  benefit  of  a 
drenching  rain,  and  I  must  admit  that  we  were 
treated  with  the  utmost  courtesy  by  our  new  as- 
sociates. They  conversed  freely  and  without 
manifesting  any  degree  of  bravado. 

After  travelling  a  mile  westward  we  were 
brought  to  a  halt  by  a  squad  of  mounted  men, 
and  informed  that  Gen.  Hampton  was  one  of  the 
party,  to  whom  we  should  address  ourselves.  It 
was  so  dark  that  I  could  not  distinguish  him 
from  any  of  his  men.  Upon  being  informed  that 
we  were  a  committee  of  citizens,  and  that  there 
was  no  organized  force  in  the  town,  and  no  naili- 
tary  commander  at  the  post,  he  stated,  in  a  re- 
spectful and  soldier-like  manner,  that  he  com* 
I  manded  the  advance  of  the  confederate  troops — 
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that  he  knew  resistance  would  be  vain,  and  he 
wished  the  citizens  to  be  fully  advised  of  his  pur- 
pose, so  as  to  avoid  needless  loss  of  life  and  wan- 
ton destruction  of  property.  He  said  he  had 
been  fired  upon  at  Mercersburgh  and  Campbells- 
town,  and  had  great  difficulty  in  restraining  his 
troops.  He  assured  us  that  he  would  scrupulous- 
ly protect  citizens  —  would  allow  no  soldiers  to 
enter  public  or  private  houses  unless  under  com- 
mand of  an  officer  upon  legitimate  business — that 
he  would  take  such  private  property  as  he  needed 
for  his  government  or  troops,  but  that  he  would 
do  so  by  men  under  officers  "who  would  allow  no 
wanton  destruction,  and  who  would  give  receipts 
for  the  same,  if  desired,  so  that  claim  might  be 
made  therefor  against  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment All  property  belonging  to  or  used  by  the 
United  States,  he  stated,  he  would  use  or  destroy 
at  his  pleasure,  and  the  wounded  in  hospitals 
would  be  paroled.  Being  a  United  States  officer 
myself,  I  naturally  felt  some  anxiety  to  know 
what  my  fiite  would  be  if  he  should  discover  me, 
and  I  modestly  suggested  that  there  might  be 
some  United  States  officers  in  the  town  in  charge 
of  wounded,  stores,  or  of  recruiting  offices,  and 
asked  what  disposition  would  be  made  of  them. 
He  answered  that  he  would  parole  them,  unless 
he  should  have  special  reasons  for  not  doing  so, 
and  ho  instructed  us  that  none  such  should  be 
notified  by  us  to  leave  town.  Here  I  was  in  an 
interesting  situation.  If  I  remained,  there  might, 
in  Gen.  Hampton's  opinion,  be  **  special  reasons '' 
for  not  paroling  me,  and  the  &ct  that  he  had 
several  citizens  of  Mercersburgh  with  him  as  pri- 
soners did  not  diminish  my  apprehensions.  If  I 
should  leave,  as  I  had  ample  opportunity  after- 
wards to  do,  I  might  be  held  as  violating  my  own 
agreement,  and  to  what  extent  my  family  and 
property  might  suffer  in  consequence,  conjecture 
had  a  very  wide  range.  With  sixty  acres  of  corn 
in  shock,  and  three  bams  full  of  grain,  excellent 
farm  and  saddle-horses,  and  a  number  of  best 
blooded  cattle,  the  question  of  property  was  wor- 
thy of  a  thought  I  resolved  to  stay,  as  I  felt  so 
bound  by  the  terms  of  surrender,  and  take  my 
chances  of  discovery  and  parole. 

The  commit' ee  went  through  the  form  of  a 
grave  but  brief  consultation,  somewhat  expedited, 
perhaps,  by  the  rain,  and  we  then  solemnly  and 
formally  surrendered  the  town  upon  .the  terms 
iproposed.  True,  the  stipulations  were  but  verbal, 
and  but  one  side  able  to  enforce  them  ;  but  the 
time,  the  weather,  the  place,  and  our  surround- 
ings generally  were  not  favorable  to  a  treaty  in 
form,  and  history  must  therefore  be  without  it 
We  asked  permission  to  go  a  little  in  advance  of 
his  forces  to  prepare  dur  people  for  the  sudden 
transition  from  the  stars  and  stripes  to  the  stars 
and  bars.  Gen.  Hampton  permitted  my  associ- 
ates to  do  so,  but  detailed  me  to  pilot  his  advance- 
guard  at  once  to  the  telegraph  office.  I  performed 
the  duty  assigned  me  with  no  great  compunctions, 
as  I  had  seen  Mr.  Gilmore,  the  operator,  begin  to 
**  fix  up  "  for  them  fully  an  hour  before,  and  the 
rebel  that  outwits  him  must  take  a  very  early 
start     Messrs.  Kennedy  aud  Kimmell  proceeded 


to  town  to  get  the  people  to  retire  peaceably  and 
prevent  any  provoiung  demonstrations ;  and  so 
rebel  rule  began  at  Chambersburgh.  Thej 
marched  in  very  orderly,  and  most  of  their  force 
started  out  different  roads  to  procure  horses,  fo^ 
age,  and  provisions. 

I  started  in  advance  of  them  for  my  house,  bat 
not  in  time  to  save  the  horses.  I  confidently  ex- 
pected to  be  overrun  by  them,  and  to  find  the 
place  one  scene  of  desolation  in  the  morning.  I 
resolved,  however,  that  things  should  be  done 
soberly,  if  possible,  and  I  had  just  time  to  destroy 
all  the  liquors  about  the  house.  As  their  pickets 
were  all  around  me,  I  could  not  get  it  off  A 
barrel  of  best  old  rye,  which  Senator  Finney  had 
sent  me  to  prove  the  superiority  of  the  Crawford 
County  article  over  that  of  Franklin,  was  quietly 
rolled  out  of  a  cellar  side^oor,  and  a  good-sized 
hole  bored  into  it  A  keg  of  Oberholtzer^s  best, 
sent  me  several  years  ago,  but  never  tapped,  fol- 
lowed Finney's  testimonial  .to  Crawford  County 
distillation ;  and  a  couple  cases  of  Presbury's 
best  Girard  House  importation  had  the  nwks  of 
the  bottles  taken  off  summarily,  and  the  contents 
given  to  the  angry  storm.  I  finished  just  in 
time,  for  they  were  soon  out  upon  ^  me  in  force, 
and  every  horse  in  the  bam  —  ten  in  all  — was 
promptly  equipped  and  mounted  by  a  rebel  caTal- 
ryman.  They  passed  on  towards  Shippensburgh, 
leaving  a  picket-force  on  the  road. 

In  an  hour  they  returned  with  all  the  horses 
they  could  find,  and  dismounted  to  spend  tbe 
night  on  the  turnpike  in  front  of  my  door.  It 
was  now  midnight,  and  I  sat  on  the  porch  ob- 
serving their  movements.  They  had  my  best 
corn-field  beside  them,  and  their  horses  fared 
well.  In  a  little  while,  one  entered  the  yard, 
came  up  to  me,  and,  after  a  profound  bow,  polite- 
ly asked  for  a  few  coals  to  start  a  fire^  I  supplied 
him,  and  informed  him  as  blandly  as  possible 
where  he  would  find  wood  conveniently,  as  I  bad 
dim  visions  of  camp-fires  made  of  my  palings.  I 
was  thanked  in  return,  and  the  mild-mannered 
villain  proceeded  at  once  to  strip  the  fence  and 
kindle  fires.  Soon  after,  a  squad  came  and  asked 
perniission  to  get  some  water.  I  piloted  them 
to  the  pump,  and  again  received  a  profusion  of 
thanks. 

Communication  having  thus  been  opened  be- 
tween us,  squads  follow^  each  other  ck>sely  for 
water,  but  each  called  and  asked  permission  be- 
fore getting  it,  and  promptly  left  the  yard  I  was 
somewhat  bewildered  at  this  uniform  courtesy, 
and  supposed  it  but  a  prelude  to  a  general  move- 
ment upon  every  thing  eatable  in  the  morning. 
It  was  not  a  grateful  reflection  that  my  beautiful 
mountain  trout,  from  twelve  to  twenty  incbes 
long,  sporting  in  the  spring,  would  probably 
grace  the  rebel  breakfast-table ;  that  the  blooded 
calves  in  the  yard  beside  them  would  most  likely 
go  with  the  trout ;  and  the  dwarf  pears  bad,  I 
felt  assured,  abundant  promise  of  early  relief 
from  their  golden  burdens. 

About  one  o'clock,  half  a  dozen  officers  came  to 
the  door  and  asked  to  have  some  coffee  made  for 
them,  offering  to  pay  liberally  for  it  in  confederate 
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aeripi    After  condading  a  treaty  with  them  on 

behalf  of  the  colored  servants,  ooffee  was  promised 
them,  and  they  then  asked  for  a  little  bread  with 
it  They  were  wet  and  shivering,  and  seeing  a 
bngbt,  open  wood-fire  in  the  library,  they  asked 
permtssioa  to  enter  and  warm  themselves  until 
their  ooffee  should  be  ready,  assuring  me  that 
under  no  circumstances  should  any  thing  in  the 
house  be  disturbed  by  their  men.  I  had  no  al- 
ternative but  to  accept  them  as  my  guests  until 
it  might  please  them  to  depart,  and  I  did  so  with 
IS  good  grace  as  possibla 

Once  seated  around  the  fire,  all  reserve  seemed 
to  be  forgotten  on  their  part,  and  they  opened  a 
feoeral  conversation  on  politics,  the  war,  the  dif- 
ferent battles,  the  merits  of  generals  in  both 
anaies,  etc  They  spoke  with  entire  freedom 
upon  every  subject  but  their  movement  into 
Chambersburgh.  Most  of  them  were  mon  of 
more  than  ordinary  intelligence  and  culture,  and 
their  demeanor  was  in  all  respects  eminently 
coarteous.  I  took  a  cup  of  coffee  with  them,  and 
have  seldom  seei^any  thing  more  keenly  relished. 
They  said  they  had  not  tasted  coffee  for  weeks 
before,  and  then  they  had  paid  from  six  dollars 
to  ten  dollars  per  pound  for  it  When  they  were 
through,  they  asked  whether  there  was  any  coffee 
left,  and  finding  that  there  was  some,  they  pro- 
posed to  bring  some  more  officers  and  a  few  pri- 
vates who  were  prostrated  by  exposure  to  get 
what  was  left  They  were,  of  course,  as  welcome 
ts  those  present,  and  on  they  came  in  squads  of 
five  or  more,  until  every  grain  of  browned  coffee 
was  exhausted.  They  then  asked  for  tea,  and 
that  was  served  to  some  twenty  more. 

Id  the  mean  time,  a  subordinate  officer  had 
begged  of  me  a  little  bread  for  himself  and  a  few 
men,  and  he  was  supplied  in  the  kitchen.  He 
^is  followed  by  others  in  turn,  until  nearly  an 
handred  had  been  supplied  with  something  to  eat 
or  drink.  All,  however,  politely  asked  permis- 
sion to  enter  the  house,  and  behaved  with  entire 
propriety.  They  did  not  make  a  single  rude  or 
profane  remark^  even  to  the  servants.  In  the 
mean  Ume,  the  officers,  who  had  first  entered  the 
W^  had  filled  their  pipes  from  the  box  of  Kil- 
lickinick  on  the  mantle — after  being  assured  that 
i*moking  was  not  offensive — and  we  had  another 
hoar  of  a  firee  talk  on  matters  generally.  When 
told  that  I  was  a  decided  Republican,  they 
thanked  me  for  being  candid ;  but  when,  in 
i^ply  to  their  inquiries,  I  told  them  that  I  cor- 
dially sustained  the  Presidents  emancipation 
proclamation,  they  betrayed  a  little  nervousness, 
bat  did  not  for  a  moment  forget  their  propriety. 
They  admitted  it  to  be  the  most  serious  danger 
that  has  yet  threatened  them,  but  they  were  all 
hopeful  that  it  would  not  be  sustained  in  the 
North  wHh  sufficient  unanimity  to  enforce  it 

Thar  conversation  on  this  point  bore  a  striking 
similarity  to  the  speeches  of  Frank  Hughes  and 
Charles  J.  Biddle ;  and  had  you  heard  them  con- 
verse, without  seeing  them,  you  would  have  sup- 
posed that  I  was  having  a  friendly  confab  with  a 
little  knot  of  Pennsylvania  Breckinridge  poHti- 
oua.    Of  the  two,  I  am  sure,  you  would  have 


respected  the  rebels  the  most ;  for  they  are  open 
foes,  and  seal  their  convictions  with  their  lives, 
and  they  openly  avow  their  greater  respect  for 
open,  unqualified  supporters  of  the  war  over  those 
who  oppose  every  war  measure,  profess  fraternal 
sympathy  with  the  South,  and  yet  say  they  are 
in  favor  of  preserving  the  Union.  They  all  de- 
clared themselves  heartily  sick  of  the  war,  but 
determined  never  to  be  reunited  with  the  North. 

At  four  o^clock  in  the  morning  the  welcome 
blast  of  the  bugle  was  heard,  and  they  rose  hur- 
riedly to  depart  Thanking  me  for  the  hospitality 
they  had  received,  we  parted  mutually  expressing 
the  hope  that  should  we  ever  meet  again,  it  would 
be  under  more  pleasant  circumstances.  In  a  few 
minutes  they  were  mounted  and  moved  into  Cham- 
bersburgh. About  seven  o* clock  I  went  into  town, 
and  found  that  the  First  brigade,  under  General 
Hampton,  had  gone  toward  Gettysburgh.  Gen. 
Stuart  sat  on  his  horse  in  the  centre  of  the  town, 
surrounded  by  his  staff,  and  his  command  was 
coming  in  from  the  country  in  large  squads,  lead- 
ing their  old  horses  and  riding  the  new  ones  they 
had  found  in  the  stables  hereabouts.  General 
Stuart  is  of  medium  size,  has  a  keen  eye,  and 
wears  immense  sandy  whiskers  and  moustache. 
His  demeanor  to  our  people  was  that  of  a  humane 
soldier.  In  several  instances  his  men  commenced 
to  take  private  property  from  stores,  but  they 
were  arrested  by  General  Stuart's  provost-guard. 
In  a  single  instance  only,  that  I  have  heard  of^ 
did  they  enter  a  store  by  intimidating  the  pro- 
prietor. All  our  shops  and  stores  were  closed, 
and,  with  a  very  few  exceptions,  were  not  dis- 
turbed. 

There  were  considerable  Government  stores 
here — some  ^wo  hundred  pairs  of  shoes,  a  few 
boxes  of  clothing,  and  a  large  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition captured  recently  from  General  Longstrcet 
It  was  stored  in  the  warehouses  of  Wunderlich 
&  Nead.  About  eleven  o'clock  their  rear-guard 
was  ready  to  leave,  and  they  notified  the  citizens 
re.siding  near  the  warehouses  to  remove  their 
families,  as  they  were  going  to  burn  all  public 
property.  The  railroad  station-house,  machine- 
shops,  round  house,  and  the  warehouses,  filled 
with  ammunition,  were  then  fired,  and  the  last  of 
the  rebels  fled  the  town.  In  a  little  time  a  ter- 
rific explosion  told  that  the  flames  had  reached 
the  powder,  and  for  hours  shells  were  exploding 
with  great  rapidity.  The  fire  companies  came 
out  as  soon  as  the  rebels  left,  but  could  not  save 
any  of  the  buildings  fired  because  of  the  shells. 
They  saved  all  others,  however. 

So  ended  a  day  of  rebel  rule  in  Chambersburgh. 
They  took  some  eight  hundred  horses  from  our 
people,  and  destroyed,  perhaps,  one  hundred 
thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property  for  the  Cum 
berland  Valley  Railroad  Company,  probably  five 
thousand  dollars  for  Wunderlich  &  Nead,  and  one 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  the  Gov- 
ernment Our  people  generally  feel  that,  bad  as 
they  are,  they  are  not  so  bad  as  they  might  be. 
I  presume  that  the  cavalry  we  had  with  us  are 
the  flower  of  the  rebel  aruiy.  They  are  made  up 
mainly  of  young  men. in  Vii^nia,  who  owned  fine 
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horses,  and  haVe  bad  considerable  culture.  ^  I 
should  not  like  to  risk  a  similar  experiment  with 
their  infantry.  I  was  among  them  all  the  time 
here,  and  was  expecting  every  minute  to  be  called 
upon  to  report  to  Gen.  Stuart ;  but  they  did  not 
seem  to  have  time  to  look  after  prisoners,  and  I 
luckily  escaped.  But  from  the  fact  that  I  can't 
find  a  horse  about  the  bam,  and  that  my  fence 
is  stripped  of  paling  to  remind  me  of  the  reality 
of  the  matter,  it  would  seem  like  a  dream.  It 
was  so  unexpected — so  soon  over — ^that  our  peo- 
ple had  hardly  time  to  appreciate  it 

They  crossed  the  South-Mountain  about  eleven 
to-day,  on  the  Gettysburgh  pike,  but  where  they 
will  go  from  there  is  hard  to  conjecture.  They 
are  evidently  aiming  to  recross  the  Potomac  at  or 
near  Edwards's  Ferry ;  and,  if  so,  Gettysburgh 
may  escape,  as  they  may  go  by  Millerstown  to 
Emmettsburgh.  If  they  should  recross  below 
Harper's  Ferry,  they  will  owe  their  escape  to  the 
stupidity  or  want  of  energy  of  our  military  lead- 
ers, for  they  were  advised  in  due  season  of  the 
rebel  route. 

Hoping  that  I  shall  never  again  be  called  upon 
to  entertain  a  circle  of  rebels  around  my  fireside, 
believe  me,  truly  thine,  A.  K.  McGlure. 

ANOTHER  NATIONAL  ACOOUNT. 

CHAionnimoH,  October  11,  180S. 

There  are  doubtless  many  vague  rumors  afloat 
respecting  the  recent  raid  of  StuaH's  cavalry  into 
Pennsylvania.  To  the  citizens  of  Ghambersbui^h, 
it  became  a  stern  reality  before  they  had  time  to 
become  much  frightened  or  panic-stricken.  It 
was  rumored  on  the  streets  at  five  o'clock  p.m., 
on  Friday  last  that  the  rebels  were  in  St  Thomas, 
a  village  seven  miles  west  on  the  Pittsburgli 
turnpike.  The  rumor  seemed  to  attract  but  little 
attention.  All  believed  that  such  could  not  be 
the  case,  since  the  Potomac  River  in  that  direc- 
tion was  occupied  by  Union  troops.  The  tale 
soon  changed,  however,  and  our  citizens  found 
that  instead  of  enjoying  wonted  peace  and  se- 
curity, gentlemen  of  known  respectability  came 
dashmg  into  town  at  full  speed,  bringing  the  un- 
welcome news.  The  court-house  bell  was  rung, 
the  drums  were  beat,  and  the  home  guards  called. 
The  citizens  seemed  reluctant  about  shouldering 
their  guns.  They  consulted  about  the  propriety 
of  resistance,  and  conjectured  as  to  the  probable 
force  of  the  enemy.  Some  seemed  to  think  (hey 
would  not  attack  Chambersburgh  before  morning, 
and  that  during  the  night  forces  could  be  pro- 
cured from  abroad.  It  was  concluded,  however, 
to  throw  out  pickets,  and  while  the  home  guards 
were  marched  out  to  be  distributed  for  this  pur- 
pose, a  ^ag  of  truce  by  the  enemy  was  brought 
into  tovjrn,  demanding  its  surrender.  The  officer 
accompanying  the  flag  of  truce  reported  their 
forces  at  one  thousand  five  hundred  cavalry,  with 
a  full  battery  of  artillery.  They  reported  their 
guns  planted  and  ready  for  action,  in  case  there 
should  not  be  an  immediate  surrender.  This,  to 
the  citizens  of  Chambersburgh,  was  quite  as  sur- 
prising as  a  roost  terrible  earthquake  would  have 
been.    What  to  do  was  the  question.    Shall  we 


surrender,  or  shall  we  not?  Many  said,  auiren- 
der,  and  others,  no,  not  on  any  terms.  The  mat* 
ter  was  considered.  What  could  we  do  ?  There 
were  not  more  than  five  hundred  muskets  dis- 
tributed among  the  citizens.  Some  had  a  small 
quantity  of  ammunition,  and  others  had  none. 
There  was  no  way  of  arriving  at  a  fair  esti- 
mate of  the  enemy's  forces.  Numerous  inquiries 
crowded  upon  the  mind,  each  of  some  importance, 
and  all  demanding  a  decision.  A  committee  of 
three  was  sent  with  the  bearer  of  the  flag  of  truce 
to  confer  with  the  officer  in  command.  It  was 
agreed  that  the  town  surrender,  but  that  the  ene- 
my protect  the  families  of  our  citizens,  private 
property,  and  respect  the  men.  The  citizens 
went  to  their  homes  feeling  much  humiliated  at 
what  the  stem  hand  of  necessity  required  them 
to  do.  To  surrender  to  the  rebels  without  strik- 
ing a  single  blowin  self-defence  was  indeed  hard; 
but  when  the  cannon's  gaping  mouth  pictured 
bloodshed,  devastation,  and  ruin  before  us,  pru- 
dence dictated  what  course  to  pursua 

But  a  few  moments  elapsed  until  the  clattering 
of  hoofs  announced  that  Stuart's  cavalry  were 
taking  possession  of  our  town.  In  they  came, 
without  any  noisy  demonstration  whatever.  Oc- 
casionally some  one  would  whisper  a  little  loud: 
"  Hurrah  for  Southern  Rights."  Another  would 
ask :  "  Have  you  ever  heard  of  Stuart's  cavali)-  ? 
This  is  it"  Another  would  ride  up  and  ask  for 
a  drink  of  whisky,  and  offer  "  the  silver  for  it" 

They  halted  in  the  principal  streets,  and  stood 
for  some  time,  but  the  object  of  this  waiting  soon 
became  apparent  Here  came  one  out  of  an  al- 
ley with  a  valuable  horse  of  a  neighbor's ;  here 
came  another  with  a  few  more  horses,  and  thus 
it  continued  until  the  stables  of  our  citizens  had 
been  broken  open  and  their  horses  stolen.  They 
then  went  out  of  town  and  quartered  for  the 
night  No  houses  were  broken  open,  and  none 
of  the  families  of  our  citizens  disturbed.  We 
were  treated  much  better  than  we  had  expected 
we  would  be.  But  one  of  our  business  men  had 
his  store  broken  open — a  shoe>store.  They  took 
from  it  ladies'  and  children's  shoes  to  the  value 
of  three  or  four  hundred  dollars.  On  Saturday 
morning,  they  commenced  plundering  the  ware- 
houses, etc.  They  destroyed  considerable  pro- 
perty of  some  of  our  forwarding  and  commission 
men.  Thejr  discovered  arms,  ammunition,  and 
army  clothmg  in  some  of  these  buildings.  They 
took  the  clothing,  threw  their  old  sabres  away 
and  took  new  ones,  exchanged  pistols,  and  took 
as  much  ammunition  as  they  could  conveniently 
carry.  They  then  set  fire  to  the  d6p6t,  severil 
warehouses,  a  large  machine-shop,  and  burned 
them  to  the  ground.  The  consternation  this  | 
created  was  no  little.  The  citizens  all  knew  of 
the  large  quantities  of  ammunition  these  houses 
contained,  and  much  of  it  was  shell.  The  fre- 
quent explosion  of  these  deadly  missiles  kept  the 
citizens  in  their  houses,  and  thus  prevented  them 
from  doing  any  thing  that  might  check  the  prep- 
ress of  the  fire.  It  had  rained  the  day  and 
night  before,  and  the  buildings  were  wet,  conse- 
quently no  other  buildings  were  destroyed,  «a- 
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eeptseFfnl  stables  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  dep6t  and  warehouses.  After  these 
buildings  were  enveloped  in  flames,  our  rebel 
risitors  departed  in  the  direction  of  Qettysburgh. 
There  was  not  a  fiuner  within  miles  of  their 
coarse  that  thej  did  not  visit,  robbing  every 
£urmer  of  all  his  horses.  The  horses  they  took 
from  our  county,  the  property  they  destroyed, 
and  buildings  they  burned,  we  think  can  reason- 
ably be  estimated  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
suuL  We  conversed  with  two  or  three  of  them 
upon  the  street,  and  they  candidly  acknowledged 
that  lioooln's  last  procUmation  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  them  than  any  other  steps  yet  taken 
by  our  GoTemment  Several  of  them  are  men  of 
education,  and  converse  freely  upon  the  great  is- 
sue invoWed  in  the  war. 

We  have  now  forces  enough  to  give  them  an 
unpleasant  reception.  Should  they  retreat  this 
Tty  we  think  none  could  escape  to  tell  the  tale. 

K  S.  W. 

QUARTKBMASTER  ASH]fEAI>*S  UBTTBR. 

CHAMBnnuaAH,  Octobar  li. 
To  tlu  Editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Presa : 

Sib:  The  account  in  one  of  your  contemporaries 
of  public  property  taken  and  destroyed  at  this 
place  by  the  rebel  cavalry,  is  so  exaggerated  that 
I  feel  compelled  to  give  you  a  correct  account 

There  were  but  two  hundred  suits  of  United 
States  uniforms  on  hand,  being  the  balance  of  a 
lot  which  had  been  sent  here  for  distribution 
^ong  the  hospital  patients,  besides  about  fifty 
vlictes  of  condemned  clothing ;  but  even  these 
latter  the  rebels  were  glad  to  exchange  for  their 
own  still  worse  ones.  They  destroyed  four  hun- 
dred and  sixty -eight  boxes  of  confederate  ammu- 
nition, which  had  been  previously  captured  by 
our  forces  from  Qen.  Longstreet's  train ;  but  this 
vas  almost  .worthless,  as  was  evidenc^  by  the 
^  of  the  little  damage  made  by  its  explosion. 

From  the  time  I  got  word  that  the  rebels  were 
approaching  until  they  entered  the  town,  was  not 
»n  hour.  And  even  in  that  short  interval,  I  ob- 
tained the  services  of  a  number  of  men  to  remove 
tbe  articles  into  the  cars,  but  the  railroad  com- 
Jiany  could  not  furnish  me  with  cars.  I  secured 
the  Hafetv  of  my  papers,  horses  and  mules,  and 
remained  in  town  and  witnessed  their  entrance 
and  departure,  without  removing  my  uniform,  or 
l«ing  captured  or  paroled.  There  were,  probably, 
seven  hundred  muskets,  two  hundred  sabres,  four 
bundrcd  pistols,  and  a  lot  of  accoutrements  be- 
longing to  the  State,  which  were  also  taken  or 
destroyed.  Albekt  S.  Ashmbad, 

Acting  Astbtani'QuartennMter. 

REBEL    REPORTS  AND    NARRATIVES 

OBfOUL  LETS  DBSPATCHES  AND  OBDER& 

WncHBBTBB,  Ya.,  October  14. 
//«».  0,  W.  Randolph  : 

The  cayalry  expedition  to  Pennsylvania  has 

Jttumed  safe.      They  passed  through   Mercers- 

Juigh,  Chambersbuii^h,  Eramitsburgh,  Liberty, 

New.Market,  Hyattstown,  and  Bamesville.     The 

expedition  crossed  the  Potomac  above  Williams- 


port,  and  recrossed  at  Whitens  Ford,  making  the 
entire  circuit,  cutting  the  enemy* s  communica- 
tion, destroying  arms,  etc.,  and  obtaining  man^ 

recruits.  R.  £;  Lee, 

OeiMnl. 

HsAOQUAJBTKn  Dbpietmsht  op  Nomramr  VnonnA, ) 

Octol>cr  18, 186S.     f 

General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector  Gen- 
eral: 

Obmeral  :  In  forwarding  the  report  of  Major- 
Gen.  Stuart  of  his  expedition  into  Pennsylvania, 
I  take  occasion  to  express  to  the  Department  my 
sense  of  the  boldness,  judgment,  and  prudence  he 
displayed  in  its  execution,  and  cordially  join  with 
him  in  his  commendations  of  the  conduct  and 
endurance  of  the  brave  men  he  commanded.  To 
his  skill  and  their  fortitude,  under  the  guidance 
of  an  overruling  providence,  is  their  success  due. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  R.  £.  Lee, 

GeotraL 

BaAOQviBnM  Aairr  Nomsair  Vnonni,     ) 
OiJiP  ■XAE  Wnonam,  Va.,  October  8^  IMS.  f 

Major-  GeneralJ,  E.  B,  Stuart^  Commanding  Cai^ 

alry^  etc  : 

General  :  An  expedition  into  Maryland  with 
a  detachment  of  cavalry,  if  it  can  be  successfully 
executed,  is  at  this  time  desirabla  You  will, 
th^efore,  form  a  detachment  of  from  twelve  to 
fifteen  hundred  well-mounted  men,  suitable  for 
such  an  expedition,  and  should  the  information 
from  your  scouts  lead  you  to  suppose  that  your 
movement  can  be  concealed  from  bodies  of  the 
enemy  that  would  be  able  to  resist  it,  you  are  de- 
sired to  cross  the  Potomac  above  Williamsport^ 
leave  Hagerstown  and  Greencastle  on  your  right, 
and  proceed  to  the  rear  of  Ghambersburgh,  and 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
branch  of  the  Goncoheague. 

Any  other  damage  that  you  can  inflict  upon  the 
enemy  or  his  means  of  transportation  you  will 
also  execute.  You  are  desired  to  gain  all  informa- 
tion of  the  position,  force,  and  probable  intention 
of  the  enemy  which  you  can  ;  and  in  your  prog- 
ress into  Pennsylvania  you  will  take  measures 
to  inform  yourself  of  the  various  routes  that  you 
mav  take  on  your  return  to  Virginia. 

To  keep  your  movement  secret,  it  will  be  neces- 
sary for  you  to  arrest  all  citizens  tliat  may  give 
information  to  the  enemy,  and  should  you  meet 
with  citizens  of  Pennsylvania  holding  State  or 
Government  offices,  it  will  be  desirable,  if  con- 
venient, to  bring  them  with  you,  that  they  may 
be  used  as  hostages,  or  the  means  of  exchanges 
for  our  own  citizens  that  have  been  carried  off  by 
the  enemy.  Such  persons  will,  of  course,  be 
treated  with  all  the  respect  and  consideration 
that  circumstances  will  admit 

Should  it  be  in  your  power  to  supply  yourself 
with  horses,  or  other  necessary  articles  on  the 
list  of  legal  captured,  you  are  authorized  to  do  so. 

Having  accomplished  your  errand,  you  will  re- 
join the  army  as  soon  as  practicable;  Reliance 
is  placed  upon  your  skill  and  judgment  in  the 
successful  execution  of  this  plan,  and  it  is  not 
intended  or  desired  that  you  should  jeopardize 
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the  safety  of  your  command,  or  go  farther  than 
your  good  judgment  or  prudence  may  dictate. 

Col.  Ijnboden  has  been  desired  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  enemy  toward  Cumberland,  so 
that  the  river  between  that  point  and  where  you 
may  recross  may  be  less  guarded.  You  will,  of 
course,  keep  out  your  scouts,  to  give  you  informa- 
tion, and  take  every  other  precaution  to  secure 
the  success  and  safety  of  the  expedition. 

Should  you  be  led  so  far  east  as  to  make  it 
better,  in  your  opinion,  to  continue  around  to  the 
Potomac,  you  will  have  to  cross  the  river  in  the 
vicinity  of  Leesburgh. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  £.  Lee, 

CtonenU. 

Official — ^R.  H.  Chilton, 

A.  A.  QenenL 

HxASQUAKms  Catilbt  DmaoN, ) 
October  9,  IMS.     f 

Soldiers  :  Tou  are  about  to  engage  in  an  en- 
terprise which,  to  insure  success,  unperatively 
demands  at  your  hands,  coolness,  decision,  and 
bravery  —  implicit  obedience  to  orders,  without 
question  or  cavil,  and  the  strictest  order  and  so- 
briety on  the  march  and  in  bivouac. 

The  destination  and  extent  of  this  expedition 
had  better  be  kept  to  myself  than  known  to  you. 
Suffice  it  to  say,  that  with  the  heart/ cooperaxion 
of  officers  and  men,  I  have  not  a  doubt  of  its  suc- 
cess ■ —  a  success  which  will  reflect  credit  in  the 
highest  degree  upon  your  arms. 

I'he  orders  which  are  herewith  published  for 
your  government  are  absolutely  necessary,  and 
must  be  rigidly  enforced. 

J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

Uj^OT^leneral  Commanding. 

HaADQUAsms  Citilkt  Dnrmioir, ) 
October  0,  isei.     f 

Orders  No.  IS : 

During  the  expedition  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, on  which  this  command  is  about  to  engage, 
brigade  commanders  will  make  arrangements  for 
seizing  horses,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  all  other  property  subject  to 
legal  capture,  provided  that  in  no  case  will  any 
species  of  property  be  taken  except  by  authority 
given  in  person  or  ii)  writing  of  the  commander 
of  brigade,  regiment,  or  capUin  of  a  company  in 
the  absence  of  his  superior  officers.  In  all  cases, 
a  simple  receipt  will  be  given  to  the  effect  that 
the  article  is  seized  for  the  use  of  the  confederate 
States,  giving  place,  date,  and  name  of  owners,  in 
order  to  enable  the  individual  to  have  recourse 
upon  his  Government  for  damages. 

Individual  plunder  for  private  use  is  positively 
forbidden,  and  every  instance  must  be  punished 
in  the  severest  manner,  for  an  army  of  plunderers 
consummates  its  own  destruction.  The  capture 
of  any  thing  will  not  give  the  captor  any  individ- 
ual claim,  and  all  horses  and  equipments  will  be 
kept  to  be  apportioned  upon  the  return  of  the 
expedition,  through  the  entire  division.  Brigade 
commanders  will  arrange  to  have  one  third  of 
their  respective  ^sommands  engaged  in  leading 
horses,  provided  enough  can  be  procured,  each 


man  linking  so  as  to  lead  three  horses,  the  led 
horses  t>eing  habitually  in  the  centre  of  the  bri- 
gade, and  the  remaining  two  thirds  will  keep,  at 
all  times,  prepared  for  action. 

The  attack,  when  made,  must  be  vigorous  and 
overwhelming,  giving  the  enemy  no  time  to  re- 
connoitre or  consider  any  thing,  except  his  best 
means  of  flight  All  persons  found  in  innalt 
must  be  detained,  subject  to  the  orders  of  diTiaon 
provost-marshal,  to  prevent  information  reaching 
the  enemy.  As  a  measure  of  justice  to  our  many 
good  citizens,  who,  without  crime,  have  been  taken 
from  their  homes  and  kept  by  the  enemy  in  pris- 
on, all  public  functionaries,  such  as  magistrates, 
postmasters,  sheriffs,  etc,  will  be  sdzed  as  pris- 
oners. They  will  be  kindly  treated,  and  kept  as 
hostages  for  our  own.  No  stni^ling  from  the 
route  of  march  or  bivouac  ibr  the  purpose  of  ob- 
taining provisions,  etc.,  will  be  permitted  in  any 
case,  the  commissaries  and  ^uartermasto^  being 
required  to  obtain  and  furnish  all  such  supplies 
in  bulk  as  may  be  necessary. 

So  much  of  this  order  as  authorizes  seizures  of 
persons  and  property,  will  not  take  effect  until 
the  command  crosses  the  Pennsylvania  line. 

The  utmost  activity  is  enjoined  upon  the  de- 
tachments procuring  horses,  and  unceasing  vigil- 
ance upon  the  entire  command. 

Major  J.  P.  W.  Hairston  is  hereby  appoint^ 
Division  Provost-Marshal 

By  command  of  Major-General 

J.  £.  B.  Stuart. 

R.  Chamniko  Price, 

First  Ueuteaant  and  A.  D.  0. 

GJCNBRAL   BTUARTS   REPORT. 

Hkaoqviktxu  Oatalbt  Pirmoii,  I 
October  14,  I69i.     \ 

Col  B.  H.  Chilton^  A.  -4.  General  Army  North- 
ern Virginia: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
the  ninth  instant,  in  compliance  with  instruclions 
from  the  commanding  general  army  Northern 
Virginia,  I  proceeded  on  an  expedition  into  Penn- 
sylvania, with  a  cavalry  force  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  men  and  four  pieces  of  horse-artil- 
lery, under  command  of  Brig. -Gen.  Hampton  and 
Colonels  W.  H.  F.  Lee  and  Jones.  This  force 
rendezvoused  at  Darksville  at  twelve  m.,  and 
marched  thence  to  the  vicinity  of  Hedgesville, 
where  it  camped  for  the  night  At  daylight  next 
morning  (October  tenth)  I  crossed  the  Potomac 
at  McCoy's  (between  Williamsport  and  Hancock) 
with  some  little  opposition,  capturing  some  t^'o 
or  three  horses  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  We  were 
told  here  by  citizens  that  a  large  force  had  been 
camped  the  night  befbre  at  Clearspring,  and  were 
supposed  to  be  en  route  to  Cumberland.  We 
proceeded  northward  until  we  had  reached  tlie 
turnpike  leading  from  Hagerstown  to  Hancock, 
(known  as  the  National  Road.)  Here  a  signal 
station  on  the  mountain,  and  most  of  the  party, 
with  their  flags  and  apparatus,  were  surprised 
and  captured,  and  also  eight  or  ten  prisoners  of 
war,  from  whom,  as  well  as  from  citizens,  I  found 
that  the  large  force  alluded  to  had  crossed  but  an 
hour  ahead  of  me  toward  Cumberland,  and  coo- 
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siflted  of  six  regimeDts  of  Ohio  troops  and  two 
batteries,  ander  Gen.  Cox,  and  were  en  route  via 
Cumberland  for  the  Kanawha.  I  sent  back  this 
inteiiigenoe  at  once  to  the  Commanding  General. 
Striking  directly  across  the  National  road,  I  pro- 
oeeded  in  the  direction  of  Mercersburgh,  Pennsyl- 
Tuiia,  which  pmnt  was  reached  about  twelve  m. 
I  was  extremely  aozious  to  reach  Hagerstown, 
vhere  large  supplies  were  stored ;  but  was  satis- 
fied from  rdiaUe  information  that  the  notice  the 
enemy  had  of  my  approach  and  the  proximity  of 
his  forces,  would  enable  him  to  prevent  my  cap- 
taring  it  I  therefore  turned  toward  Chambers- 
burgh.  I  did  not  reach  this  point  till  after  dark, 
in  a  rain.  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  defer  the  at- 
tack till  morning,  nor  wsji  it  proper  to  attack  a 
plaoe  full  of  women  and  children  Mrithout  sum- 
moning it  first  to  surrender. 

I  accordingly  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce,  and  found 
no  military  or  civil  authority  in  the  place ;  but 
lome  promiDMit  citizens  who  met  the  officer  were 
potifi«i  that  the  place  would  be  occupied,  and 
if  any  resistance  were  made  the  place  would  be 
shelled  in  three  minutes.  Brig. -General  Wade 
Hampton's  command  being  in  advance,  took  pos- 
iessioDof  the  place,  and  I  appointed  him  military 
gOTernor  of  the  city.  No  incidents  occurred  dur- 
ing the  night,  during  which  it  rained  continuously. 
The  officials  all  tied  the  town  on  .our  approach, 
and  no  one  could  be  found  who  would  admit  that 
he  held  office  in  the  place.  About  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five  sick  and  wounded  in  hospital 
▼ere  paroled.  During  the  day  a  large  number  of 
horses  of  citizens  were  seized  and  brought  along. 
The  wires  were  cut,  and  railroads  were  obstructed. 
Next  morning  it  was  ascertained  that  a  large  num- 
ber of  small  arms  and  munitions  of  war  were 
itored  about  the  railroad  buildings,  all  of  which 
that  coald  not  be  easily  brought  away  were  de- 
stroyed—consisting of  about  five  thousand  new 
nmskets,  pistols,  sabres,  ammunition,  also  a  large 
UBortment  of  army  clothing.  The  extensive  ma- 
chine-shops and  d6p6t  buildings  of  the  railroad 
and  several  trains  of  loaded  cars  were  entirely 
destroyed. 

From  Chambersbugh  I  decided,  after  mature 
consideration,  to  strike  for  the  vicinity  of  Lees- 
bur]gh  as  the  best  route  of  return,  particularly  as 
Cox's  ooounand  would  have  rendered  the  direction 
of  Cumberland,  full  of  mountain  gorges,  particu- 
larly hazardous.  The  route  selected  was  through 
as  open  country.  Of  course  I  left  nothing  undone 
to  prevent  the  inhabitants  from  detecting  my  real 
route  and  object.  I  started  directly  towards  Get- 
tysbargh,  but  having  passed  the  Blue  Ridge, 
turned  bade  towards  Hagerstown  for  six  or  eight 
tniles,  and  then  crossed  to  Maryland  by  Emmetts- 
hm^h,  when,  aa  we.  passed,  we  were  hailed  by 
the  inhabitants  with  the  most  enthusiastic  demon- 
strations of  joy-  A  scouting-party  of  one  hun- 
<ired  and  fifty  lancers  had  just  passed  toward 
Gettysburgh,  and  I  regret  exceedingly  that  my 
°*arch  did  not  admit  of  the  delay  necessary  to 
catch  them.  Taking  the  road  toward  Frederick, 
ve  intercepted  des^Mitches  from  CoL  Rush  (Lan- 


cers) to  the  commander  of  the  scout,  which  satis- 
fied me  that  our  whereabouts  was  still  a  problem 
to  the  enemy. 

Before  reaching  Frederick  I  crossed  the  Mono- 
cacy,  continued  the  march  through  the  night,  via 
Liberty,  New-Market,  Monrovia,  on  the  Baltimore 
and  Ohio  Railroad,  where  we  cut  the  tel^raph- 
wires  and  obstructed  the  railroad  We  reached 
at  daylight  Hyattstown,  on  McClellan's  line  of 
wagon  communication  with  Washington,  but  we 
found  only  a  few  wagons  to  capture,  and  we 
pushed  on  to  Bamsville,  which  we  found  just 
vacated  by  a  company  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
We  had  here  corroborated  what  we  had  heard 
before,  that  Stoneman  had  between  four  and  five 
thousand  troops  about  Poolesville  and  guarding 
the  river  fords.  I  started  directly  for  Poolesville, 
but  instead  of  marching  upon  that  point  avoided 
it  by  a  march  through  the  woods,  leaving  it  two 
or  three  miles  to  my  left,  and  getting  into  the 
road  fi'om  Poolesville  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mono- 
cacy.  Guarding  well  my  flanks  and  rear,  I  pushed 
boldly  forward,  meeting  the  head  of  the  enemy's 
column  going  toward  Poolesville. 

I  ordered  the  charge,  which  was  responded  to 
in  handsome  style  by  the  advance  squadron  (Irv- 
ing's)  of  Lee's  brigade,  which  drove  back  the  ene- 
my's cavalry  upon  the  column  of  infantry  advanc- 
ing to  occupy  the  crest  from  which  the  cavalry 
were  driven.  Quick  as  thought  Lee's  sharp-shoot- 
ers sprang  to  the  ground,  and,  engaging  the  in- 
fantry skirmishers,  held  them  in  check  till  the  ar- 
tillery in  advance  came  up,  which,  under  the  gal- 
lant Pelham,  drove  back  the  enemy's  force  to  his 
batteries  beyond  the  Monocacy,  between  which 
and  our  solitary  gun  quite  a  spirited  fire  continued 
for  some  time.  This  answered,  in  connection  with 
the  high  crest  occupied  by  our  piece,  to  screen 
entirely  my  real  movement  quickly  to  the  left, 
making  a  bold  and  rapid  strike  for  White's  Ford, 
to  make  my  way  across  before  the  enemy  at  Pooles- 
ville and  Monocacy  could  be  aware  of  my  design. 
Although  delayed  somewhat  by  about  two  hun- 
dred infantry,  strongly  posted  in  the  clifls  over 
the  ford,  yet  they  yielded  to  the  moral  effect  of  a 
few  shells  before  engaging  our  sharp-shooters, 
and  the  crossing  of  the  canal  (now  dry)  and  river 
was  effected  with  all  the  precision  of  passing  a 
defile  on  drill. 

A  section  of  artillery  being  sent  with  the  ad- 
vance and  placed  in  position  on  the  Loudon  side, 
another  piece  on  the  Maryland  height,  while  Pel- 
ham  continued  to  occupy  the  attention  of  the  ene- 
my with  the  other,  withdrawing  fronr  position  to 
position  until  his  piece  was  ordered  to  cross.  The 
enemy  was  marching  from  Poolesville  in  the  mean 
time,  but  came  up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  Mary- 
land bank  only  to  receive  a  thundering  salutation, 
with  evident  effect  from  our  guns  on  this  side. 
I  lost  not  a  man  killed  on  the  expedition,  and 
only  a  few  slight  wounds.  The  enemy's  loss  is 
not  known,  but  Pelham's  one  gun  compelled  the 
enemy's  battery  to  change  its  position  three  times. 
The  remainder  of  the  march  was  destitute  of  in- 
terest   The  conduct  of  the  command  and  their 
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behavior  toward  the  inhabitants  is  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise ;  a  few  individual  cases  only 
were  exceptions  in  this  particular. 

Brig. -Gen.  Hampton  and  Colonels  Lee,  Jones, 
Wickham,  vad  Butler,  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  their  command,  are  entitled  to  my  lasting 
gratitude  for  their  coolness  in  danger  and  cheerful 
obedience  to  orders.  Unofiendine  persons  were 
treated  with  civility,  and  the  inhabitants  were 
generous  in  proffers  of  provisions  on  the  march. 
We  seized  and  brought  over  a  large  number  of 
horses,  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

The  valuable  information  obtained  in  this  recon- 
noissance  as  to  the  distribution  of  the  enemy's 
force  was  communicated  orally  to  the  Command- 
ing General,  and  need  not  here  be  repeated.  A 
number  of  public  functionaries  and  prominent 
citizens  were  taken  captives  and  brought  over  as 
hostages  for  our  own  unoffending  citizens  whom 
the  enemy  has  torn  from  their  homes  and  confined 
in  dungeons  in  the  North.  One  or  two  of  my 
men  lost  their  way,  and  are  probably  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy. 

The  results  of  this  expedition  in  a  moral  and 
political  point  of  view  can  hardly  be  estimated, 
and  the  consternation  among  property-holders  in 
Pennsylvania  beggars  description. 

I  am  especially  indebted  to  Capt  B.  S.  White, 

South-Carolina  cavalry,  and  to  Mr.  ,  and  Mr. 

,  whose  skilful  guidance  was  of  immense  ser- 
vice to  me.  My  staff  are  entitled  to  my  thanks 
for  untiring  ener^  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties. 

I  enclose  a  map  of  the  expedition,  drawn  by 
Captain  W.  W.  Blackford,  to  accompany  this  re- 
port Also,  a  copy  of  orders  enforced  during  the 
march. 

Believing  that  the  hand  of  God  was  clearly 
manifested  in  the  signal  deliverance  of  my  com- 
mand from  danger,  and  the  crowning  success  at- 
tending it,  I  ascribe  to  Him  the  praise,  the  honor, 
and  the  glory. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be^  most  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 

mjor-Oenenl  Commaodlng  Garaliy. 


Doc.  2. 


GENERAL   McCLELLAN'S   REPORT 

OV    THE    OPERATIONS  AFTER    THE    BYACUATION    OF 
•     harrisom's  LANDIMO. 

hsjldqdabnbs  auft  ow  tbm  potoxac,  ) 

October  16|  1802.     f 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  pre- 
liminary report  of  the  military  operations  under 
my  charge  since  the  evacuation  of  Harrison^s 
Landing. 

The  measure  directed  by  the  General-in-Chief 
was  executed  successfully  with  entire  safety  to 
my  command  and  its  material,  between  the  four- 
teenth and  nineteenth  of  August  The  line  of 
withdrawal  selected  was  that  of  the  mouth  of 
theChickahominy,Williamsburgh,  and  Yorktown. 


Upon  this  line  the  main  body  of  the  army  with 
all  its  trains  was  moved,  Heintzelman^s  corps 
crossing  the  Chickahominy  at  Jones's  Bridge,  and 
covering  by  its  march  the  movement  of  the  main 
column.  The  passage  of  the  Lower  Chickahom- 
iny was  effected  by  means  of  a>  batteau  bridge 
two  thousand  feet  in  length.  The  transfer  of  the 
army  to  Yorktown  was  completed  by  the  nine- 
teenth of  August  The  embarkation  of  the 
troops  and  material  at  Yorktown  and  Fortress 
Monroe  was  at  once  commenced,  and  as  rapidly 
as  the  means  of  transportation  admitted,  every 
thing  was  sent  forwanl  to  Acquia  Creek  and 
Alexandria.  No  mere  sketch  of  an  undertaking 
of  such  magnitude  and  yet  so  delicate  a  military 
character  will  suffice  to  do  justice.  I  must  now, 
however,  content  myself  with  a  simple  notice  of 
it,  deferring  a  full  description  for  my  official  report 
of  the  campaign  before  Richmond — a  labor  which 
I  propose  to  undertake  as  soon  as  events  wil^ 
afford  me  tho  necessary  time.  Justice  to  the 
achievements  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  and 
the  brave  men  who  composed  it,  requires  that 
the  official  record  of  that  campaign  should  be 
prepared  with  more  care  than  circumstances  have 
hitherto  permitted  me  to  bestow  upon  it  The 
delay  will  not  have  been  felt  as  injurious  to  the 
public  interest,  inasmuch  as  by  frequent  reports 
from  time  to  time  I  have  kept  the  Department 
advised  of  events  as  they  occurred. 

I  reached  Acquia  Creek  with  my  staff  on  the 
twenty-fourth  of  August,  reported  my  arrival,  and 
asked  for  orders.  On  the  twenty-seventh  of  Au- 
gust I  received  from  the  General  in-Chief  permU- 
sion  to  proceed  to  Alexandria,  where  I  at  once 
fixed  my  headquarters.  The  troops  composing 
the  army  of  the  Potomac  were  meanwhile  or- 
dered forward  to  reenforce  the  army  under  Gen. 
Pope.  So  completely  was  this  order  carried  out, 
that  on  the  thirtieth  of  August  I  had  remaining 
under  my  command  only  a  camp-guard  of  about 
one  hundred  men.  Every  thing  else  had  been 
sent  to  reenforce  Gen.  Pope.  In  addition,  I  ex- 
hausted all  the  means  at  my  disposal  to  forward 
supplies  to  that  officer,  my  own  headquarter 
teams  even  being  used  for  that  purpose. 

Upon  the  unfortunate  issue  of  that  campaign^ 
I  received  an  intimation  from  the  General-in- 
Chief  that  my  services  were  desired  for  the  pur- 
pose of  arranging  for  the  defence  of  the  capital 
They  were  at  once  cheerfully  given,  although, 
while  awaiting  definite  instructions  at  Alexandria, 
I  had  endeavored,  as  just  seen,  to  promote  a  favor- 
able result  in  the  operations  then  pending,  and 
had  thus  contributed,  though  indirectly,  yet  as 
far  as  I  could,  to  the  defence  of  Washington.  On 
the  second  of  September  the  formal  order  of  the 
War  Department  placed  me  in  command  of  the 
fortifications  of  Washington,  *^and  of  all  the 
troops  for  the  defence  of  the  capital*'  On  tho 
first  of  September  I  had  been  instructed  that  I 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  troops  engaged  in 
active  operations  under  Gen.  Pope,  but  Uiat  my 
command  was  limited  to  the  immediate  garrison 
of  Washington.  On  the  next  day,  however,  I 
was  verbally  instructed  by  the  President  and 
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Geaenl-tn-Cbief  to  assume  oomnumd  of  General 
Pope's  troops,  (including  my  own  army  of  the 
Potomac,)  as  soon  as  thej  approached  the  vicin- 
ity of  WashingUHi,  to  go  out  and  meet  them  and 
to  post  them  as  I  deemed  best  to  repulse  the 
enemy  and  insure  the  safety  of  the  city. 

At  this  time  the  task  imposed  upon  me  was 
limited  to  the  dispositions  necessary  to  resist  a 
direct  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the  capital 
Sacb,  indeed,  was  the  danger  naturally  indicated 
bj  the  defeat  of  our  forces  in  front  The  various 
g&rrisons  were  at  once  strengthened  and  put  in 
order,  and  the  troops  were  disposed  to  cover 
all  the  approaches  to  the  city,  and  so  as  to  be 
readily  thrown  upon  threatened  points.  New 
defences  were  thrown  up  where  deemed  neces- 
sary. A  few  days  only  had  eUpsed  before  oom- 
pantive  security  was  felt  with  regard  to  our  abil- 
ity to  resist  any  attack  upon  the  city.  The  dis- 
appearance of  the  enemy  from  the  front  of  Wash- 
ington and  their  passage  into  liaryland  enlarged 
the  sphere  of  operations,  and  made  an  active 
campaign  necessary  to  cover  Baltimore,  prevent 
the  invasion  of  Pennsylvania,  and  drive  them  out 
of  ^laryland.  Being  honored  with  the  charge  of 
this  campaign,  I  entered  at  once  upon  the  addi- 
tional duties  Imposed  upon  me  with  cheerfulness 
and  trust,  yet  not  without  feeling  the  weight  of 
the  responsibilities  thus  assumed,  and  being 
deeply  impressed  with  the  magnitude  of  the  is- 
suer involved. 

Having  made  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  defence  of  the  city  in  the  new  condition  of 
things,  I  pushed  forward  the  First  and  Ninth 
corp.H,  under  Generals  Reno  and  Hooker,  forming 
tlte  right  wing  under  General  Bumside,  to  Lees- 
horgh,  on  the  fifth  instant;  thence,  the  First 
corps  by  Brooksville,  Gooksville,  and  Ridgeville, 
to  Frederick,  and  the  Ninth  corps,  by  Damascus, 
on  New-Market  and  Frederick.  The  Second  and 
Eleventh  corps,  under  Generals  Sumner  and  Wil- 
liams, on  the  sixth  were  moved  from  Tenally  town 
to  Rockrille,  thence  by  Middlebury  and  Urbana 
on  Frederick,  the  Eleventh  corps  moving  by  a 
literal  road  between  Urbana  and  New-Market, 
thus  maintaining  the  communication  between  the 
centre  and  right  wing,  as  well  as  covering  the 
<lircct  route  from  Frederick  to  Washington.  The 
Sixth  corps,  under  Qen.  Franklin,  was  moved  to 
I>ame8town  on  the  sixth  instimt,  thence  by  Daw- 
sonrille  and  Bamsville  on  Buckeystown,  covering 
the  road  from  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  to 
Sockville,  and  being  in  position  to  connect  with 
and  support  the  centre  should  it  have  beenp  ne- 
cessary (as  was  supposed)  to  force  the  line  of 
the  Monocacy.  Gouch*£i  division  was  thrown  for- 
ward to  Offut's  Cross-Roads  and  Poolesville  by 
the  river  road,  thus  covering  that  approach, 
matching  the  fords  of  the  Potomac,  and  ulti- 
mately following  and  supporting  the  Sixth  corps. 
The  object  of  these  movements  was  to  feel  the 
ertemy — to  compel  him  to  develop  his  intentions 
-^t  the  same  time  that  the  troops  were  in  posi- 
tion readily  to  cover  Baltimore  or  Washington, 
to  attack  him  should  he  hold  the  line  of  the 
UoQocacy,  or  to  follow  him  into  Pennsylvania 


if  necessary.  On  the  twelfth,  a  portion  of  the 
ri^ht  wing  entered  Frederick  alter  a  brisk  skir- 
mish at  the  outskirts  of  the  city  and  in  its  streets. 
On  the  thirteenth,  the  main  bodies  of  the  right 
wing  and  centre  passed  through  Frederick.  In 
this  city  the  manifestations  of  Union  feeling  were 
abundajit  and  gratifying.  The  troops  received 
the  most  enthusiastic  welcome  at  the  hands  of 
the  inhabitants.  On  the  thirteenth,  the  advancoi 
consisting  of  Pleasanton's  cavalry  and  horse  ar- 
tillery, after  some  skirmishing,  cleared  the  main 
passage  over  the  Gatoctin  HiUs,  leaving  no  seri- 
ous obstruction  to  the  movement  of  the  main 
body  until  the  base  of  the  South-Mountain  range 
was  reached. 

While  at  Frederick,  on  the  thirteenth,  I  ob- 
tained reliable  information  of  the  movements  and 
intentions  of  the  enemy,  which  made  it  clear  that 
it  was  necessary  to  force  the  passage  of  the  South- 
Mountain  range  and  gain  possession  of  Boons- 
boro  and  Rohrersville  before  any  relief  could  be 
afforded  to  Harper's  Ferry. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  I  received  4k 
verbal  message  from  Gol.  Miles,  commanding  at 
Harper's  Ferry,  informing  me  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding afternoon  the  Maryland  Heights  had  been 
abandoned,  after  repelling  an  attack  by  the 
rebels,  and  that  the  whole  force  was  concentrat- 
ed at  Harper^s  Ferry,  the  Maryland,  Loudon  and 
Bolivar  Heights  being  all  in  possession  of  the 
enemy.  The  messenger  stated  that  there  was  no 
apparent  reason  for  the  abandonment  of  the  Ma- 
ryland Heights,  and  that^  though  Gol.  Miles  ask- 
ed for  assistance,  he  said  he  could  hold  out  cer- 
tainly two  days.  I  directed  him  to  make  his 
way  back,  if  possible,  with  the  information  that 
I  was  rapidly  approaching,  and  would  undoubt- 
edly relieve  the  place.  By  three  other  couriers 
I  sent  the  same  message,  with  the  order  to  hold 
out  to  the  last  I  do  not  learn  that  any  of  these 
messengers  succeeded  in  reaching  Harper's  Fer- 
ry. I  should  here  state  that  on  the  twelfth  I 
was  directed  to  assume  command  of  the  garrison 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  but  this  order  reached  me 
after  all  communication  with  the  garrison  was 
cut  off.  Before  I  left  Washington,  and  while  it 
was  yet  time,  I  recommended  to  the  proper  author- 
ities that  the  garrison  of  Harper^s  Ferry  should 
be  withdrawn  via  Hagerstown,  to  aid  in  covering 
the  Gumberland  Valley,  or  that^  taking  up  the 
pontoon  bridge  and  obstructing  the  railroad 
bridge,  it  should  fall  back  to  the  Maryland 
Heights,  and  there  hold  its  own  to  the  last  In 
this  position  it  could  have  maintained  itself  for 
weeks.  It  was  not  deemed  proper  to  adopt 
either  of  these  suggestions,  and  when  the  subject 
was  left  to  my  discretion  it  was  too  late  to  do 
any  thing  except  to  try  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

I  directed  artillery  to  be  frequently  fired  by  our 
advanced  guards  as  a  signal  to  the  garrison  that 
relief  was  at  hand.  This  was  done,  and  I  learn 
that  our  tiring  was  distinc^y  heard  at  Harper^a 
Ferry,  and  that  they  were  thus  made  aware  that 
we  were  approaching  rapidly.  It  was  confident- 
ly expected  that  this  place  could  hold  out  until 
we  had  carried  the  mountains,  and  were  in  a  po- 
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sition  to  make  a  detachment  for  its  relief.  The 
leil,  therefore,  was  ordered  to  move  through  Jef- 
ferson to  the  South'Mountains,  at  Grampton*s 
Pass,  in  front  of  Burkettsville,  while  the  centre 
and  right  moved  upon  the  main  or  Turner's  Pass, 
in  front  of  Middletown.  During  these  move- 
ments I  had  not  imposed  long  marches  on  the 
columns.  The  absolute  necessity  of  reOtting  and 
giving  some  little  rest  to  troops  worn  down  by 
previous  long-continued  marching  and  severe 
fighting,  together  with  the  uncertainty  as  to  the 
actual  position,  strength  and  intentions  of  the 
enemy,  rendered  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  move 
slowly  and  cautiously  until  the  headquarters 
reached  Urbana,  where  I  first  obtained  reliable 
information  that  the  enemy^s  object  was  to  move 
upon  Harper's  Fenyand  the  Cumberland  Valley, 
and  not  upon  Baltimore,  Washington  or  Gettys- 
burgh. 

In  the  absence  of  the  full  reports  of  corps 
commanders,  a  simple  outline  of  the  brilliant 
operations,  which  resulted  in  the  carrying  of  the 
two  passes  through  the  South-Mountains,  is  all 
that  can,  at  this  time,  with  justice  to  the  troops 
and  commanders  engaged,  be  furnished.  The 
South-Mountain  range,  near  Turner's  Pass,  aver- 
ages perhaps  a  thousand  feet  in  height^  and  forms 
a  strong  natural  military  barrier.  The  practica- 
ble passes  are  not  numerous,  and  are  readily  de- 
fensible, the  gaps  abounding  in  fine  positions. 
Turner's  Pass  is  the  more  prominent,  being  that 
by  which  the  national  road  crosses  the  moun- 
tains. It  was  necessarily  indicated  as  the  route 
of  advance  of  our  main  army. 

The  carrying  of  Crampton's  Pass  some  five  or 
six  miles  below,  was  also  important  to  furnish 
the  means  of  reaching  the  flank  of  the  enemy, 
and  having  as  a  lateral  movement,  direct  relations 
to  the  attack  on  the  principal  pass,  while  it  at 
the  same  time  presented  the  most  direct  practical 
route  for  the  relief  of  Harper's  Ferry.  £arly  in 
the  morning  of  the  fourteenth  insUnt,  General 
Pleasanton,  with  a  cavalry  force,  reconnoitred 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  whom  he  discovered 
to  occupy  the  crests  of  commanding  hills  in  the 
gap  on  cither  side  of  the  national  road,  and  upon 
advantageous  ground  in  the  centre  upon  and 
near  the  road,  with  artillery  bearing  upon  all  the 
approaches  to  their  position,  whether  that  by  the 
main  road  or  those  by  the  country  roads  which 
led  around  up  to  the  crest  upon  the  right  and 
left  At  about  eight  o'clock  a.m..  Cox's  division 
of  Reno*s  corps,  a  portion  of  Bumside's  column, 
in  cooperation  with  the  reconnoissance,  which  by 
this  time  had  become  an  attack,  moved  up  the 
mountain  by  the  old  Sharpsburgh  road  to  the 
left  of  the  main  road,  dividing  as  they  advanced 
into  two  columns.  These  columns  (Scammon's 
and  Cook's  brigades)  handsomely  carried  the 
enemy's  position  on  the  crest  in  their  front, 
which  gave  us  possession  of  an  important  point 
for  further  operations.  Fresh  bodies  of  the  ene- 
my now  appearing.  Cox's  position,  though  held 
stubbomlv,  became  critical,  and  between  twelve 
and  one  o  clock  p.m.  Wilcox's  division  of  Reno's 
corps  was  sent  forward  by  Gen.  Burnside  to 


support  Cox,  and  between  two  and  three  r.v. 
Sturgis's  division  was  sent  up. 

The  contest  was  maintained  with  persevenuice 
until  dark,  the  enemy  having  the  advantage  as  to 
position,  and  fighting  with  obstinacy ;  but  the 
flpround  won  was  fully  maintained.  The  loss  in 
killed  and  wounded  here  was  considerable  on 
both  ndes ;  and  it  was  here  that  Miyor-General 
Reno,  who  had  gone  forward  to  observe  the  ope- 
rations  of  his  corps,  and  to  give  such  directions 
as  were  necessary,  fell  pierced  with  a  musket- 
ball  The  loss  of  this  brave  and  distinguished 
officer,  tempered  with  sadness  the  exultations  of 
triumph.  A  gallant  soldier,  an  able  general,  en- 
deared to  his  troops  and  associates,  his  death  is 
felt  as  an  irreparable  misfortune. 

About  three  o'clock  p.m.,  Hooker's  corps,  of 
Bumside's  column,  moved  up  to  the  right  of  the 
main  road  by  a  country  road,  which,  landing  to 
the  right,  then  turning  up  to  the  led,  circuitously 
wound  its  way  beyond  the  crest  of  the  pass  to 
the  Mountain  House,  on  the  main  road.  Gen. 
Hooker  sent  Meade,  with  the  division  of  Penn* 
sylvania  reserves,  to  attack  the  eminence  to  the 
right  of  this  entrance  to  the  gap,  which  was  done 
most  handsomely  and  successfully. 

Patrick's  brigade,  of  Hatch's  division,  was 
sent^-one  portion  up  around  the  road,  to  tun 
the  hill  on  the  left,  while  the  remainder  advanced 
as  skirmishers  —  up  the  hill,  and  occupied  the 
crest,  supported  by  Doubleday's  and  Phelps's 
brigades.  The  movement,  after  a  sharp  contest 
on  the  crest  and  in  the  fields  in  the  depression 
between  the  crest  and  the  adjoining  hill,  was 
fully  successful. 

Ricketts's  division  pressed  up  the  mountain 
about  five  p.m.,  arriving  at  the  crest  with  the  left 
of  his  command  in  time  to  participate  in  the 
closing  scene  of  the  engagement  Relieving 
Hatch's  division,  Ricketts  remained  on  the 
ground,  holding  the  battle-field  during  the  night 
The  mountain  sides  thus  gallantly  pas.Hed  over 
by  Hooker  on  the  right  of  the  gap  and  Reno  on 
the  left,  were  steep  and  difficult  in  the  extreme. 
We  could  make  but  little  use  of  our  artillenr, 
while  our  troops  were  subject  to  a  warm  artil- 
lery fire,  as  well  as  to  that  of  infantry  in  the 
woods  and  under  cover.  By  order  of  Gen.  Burn- 
side,  Gibbon's  brigade,  of^Hatch's  division,  late 
in  the  afternoon  advanced  upon  the  centre  of  the 
enemy's  position  on  the  main  road.  Deploying 
his  brigade,  Gibbon  actively  engaged  a  superior 
force  of  the  enemy,  whidi,  though  stubbornly 
resisting,  was  steadily  pressed  back  until  some 
hours  after  dark,  when  Gibbon  remained  in  un- 
disturbed possession  of  the  field.  He  was  then 
relieved  by  a  brigade  of  Sedgwick's  division. 
Finding  themselves  outflanked,  both  on  the  right 
and  left,  the  enemy  abandoned  their  position 
during  the  night,  leaving  their  dead  and  wound* 
ed  on  the  field,  and  hastily  retreated  down  the 
mountain. 

In  the  engagement  at  Turner's  Pass  our  loss 
was  three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  killed,  and 
one  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty  three 
wounded  and  missing ;  that  of  the  enemy  is  estt- 
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unted  to  be,  in  all,  about  three  thousand. 
Among  our  wounded,  I  regret  to  say,  were  Brig.- 
Gea  J.  P.  Hatch  and  other  raluable  officers. 

The  evfymg  of  Crampton's  Pass  hj  Franklin 
WIS  executed  rapidly  and  decisively.  Slocum^s 
dirisioD  was  formed  upon  the  right  of  the  road 
leading  through  the  gap,  Smith's  upon  the  left. 
A  Hat,  fonned  of  B«rtlett*s  and  Torbitt's  brigades, 
sapported  by  Newton,  whose  actiyity  was  conspi- 
cuous) (all  of  Slocum^s  division,)  advanced  steadi- 
ly apon  the  enemy  at  a  charge  on  the  right  The 
floemy  were  driven  finom  their  position  at  the  base 
of  the  moontain,  whore  they  were  protected  by  a 
stone  wall,  and  steadily  forced  back  up  the  moun- 
tain until  they  reached  the  position  of  their  bat- 
toy  near  the  road,  well  up  the  mountain.  Here 
they  made  a  stand.  They  were,  however,  driven 
back,  retiring  their  artillery  in  echelon  until,  after 
in  action  of  three  hours,  the  crest  was  gained, 
and  the  enemy  fled  hastily  down  the  mountains 
on  the  other  sida  On  the  left  of  the  road  Brooks's 
tod  Irwin^s  brigades,  of  Smith's  division,  formed 
for  the  protection  of  Slocum*s  flank,  charged  up 
the  motwtain  in  the  same  steady  manner,  driving 
the  enemy  before  them  until  the  crest  was  car- 
ried. The  loss  in  Franklin's  corps  was  one  hun- 
dred and  fifteen  killed,  four  hundred  and  sixteen 
wounded,  and  two  missing.  The  enemy's  loss 
was  aboat  the  same.  One  piece  of  artillery  and 
imr  oolora  were  captured,  and  knapsacks,  and 
ereo  haversacks,  were  abandoned  as  the  enemy 
were  driven  up  the  hilL 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  I  was  informed 
by  Union  civilians  living  on  the  side  of  the  moun- 
tains that  the  enemy  were  retreating  in  the  great- 
est haste  and  in  disordered  masses  to  the  river. 
There  was  such  a  concurrence  of  testimony  on 
this  point  that  there  seemed  no  doubt  as  to  the 
^  The  liaaty  retreat  of  the  enemy's  forces 
from  the  mountain,  and  the  withdrawal  of  the 
Koaining  troops  from  between  Boonsboro  and 
Hagerstown  to  a  position  where  they  could  resist 
attack  and  cover  the  Shepherdstown  Ford,  and 
receive  the  reenforoements  expected  from  Har- 
pei's  Ferry,  were  for  a  time  interpreted  as  evi- 
dences of  the  enemy's  disorganization  and  demo- 
ralization. 

Aj}  soon  as  it  was  definitely  known  that  the 
enemy  had  abandoned  the  mountains,  the  caval- 
ry, and  the  corps  of  Sumner,  Hooker  and  Mans- 
fijM  were  ordered  to  pursue  them  via  the  turn- 
pike and  Boonsboro,  as  promptly  as  possible. 
The  corps  of  Bumside  and  Porter  (the  latter 
havmg  but  <me  weak  division  present)  were  or- 
dered to  move  by  the  old  Sharpsburgh  road,  and 
Franklin  to  advance  into  Pleasant  Valley,  occupy 
Rohrcnville,  and  to  endeavor  to  relieve  Harper^s 
Ferry.  Bumside  and  Porter,  upon  reaching  the 
road  from  Boonsboro  to  Rohrersville,  were  to 
reenforoe  Franklin  or  move  on  Sharpsbui^h,  ac- 
cordinfi;  to  drcumatanoes.  Franklin  moved  to- 
ward Brownsville,  and  found  there  a  force  largely 
nipcnor  in  numbers  to  his  own,  drawn  up  in  a 
ttroDg  poei  icm  to  receive  him.  Here  the  total 
cessation  of  firing  in  the  direction  of  Harper^s 


Ferry  indicated  but  too  clearly  the  shameftil  and 
premature  surrender  of  that  post 

The  cavaliy  advance  overtook  a  body  of  the 
enemy's  cavaury  at  Boonsboro,  which  it  dispersed 
after  a  brief  skirmish,  killing  and  wounding  many, 
taking  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  and 
two  guns. 

Richardson's  division,  of  Sumner's  corps,  pass- 
ing fi*om  Boonsboro  to  Kedysville,  found,  a  few 
miles  beyond  the  tovra,  the  enemy's  forces,  dis- 
played in  line  of  battle,  strong,  both  in  respect 
to  numbers  and  position,  and  awaiting  attack. 
Upon  receiving  reports  of  the  disposition  of  the 
enemy,  I  directed  all  the  corps,  except  that  of 
Franklin,  upon  Sharpsburgh,  leaving  Franklin  to 
observe  and  check  the  enemy  in  his  frx>nt,  and 
aviul  himself  of  any  chance  that  might  offer.  I 
had  hoped  to  come  up  with  the  enemy,  during 
the  fifteenth,  in  sufficient  force  to  beat  them  again^ 
and  drive  them  into  the  river.  My  instructions 
were,  that  if  the  enemy  were  not  on  the  march, 
they  were  to  be  at  once  attacked ;  if  they  were 
found  in  force  and  position,  the  corps  were  to  be 
placed  in  position  for  attack,  but  no  attack  was 
to  be  made  until  I  reached  the  firont 

On  arriving  at  the'  fix>nt  in  the  afternoon,  I 
found  but  two  divisions,  Richardson's  and  Sykes's, 
in  position;  the  rest  were  halted  in  the  road, 
the  head  of  the  column  some  distance  in  rear  of 
Richardson.  After  a  rapid  examination  of  the 
position,  I  found  that  it  was  too  late  to  attack 
that  day,  and  at  once  directed  locations  to  be  se- 
lected for  our  batteries  of  position,  and  indicated 
the  bivouacs  for  the  different  corps,  massing  them 
near  and  on  both  sides  of  the  Sharpsburgh  pike. 
The  corps  were  not  all  in  their  plaices  until  the 
next  morning,  some  time  after  sunrise. 

On  the  sixteenth  the  enemy  had  slightly 
changed  their  line,  and  were  posted  upon  the 
heights  in  the  rear  df  the  Antietam  Creek,  their 
left  and  centre  being  upon  and  in  front  of  the 
road  from  Sharpsburgh  to  Hagerstown,  and  pro- 
tected by  woods  and  irreguUnties  of  the  ground. 
Their  extreme  left  rested  upon  a  wooded  emi- 
nence near  the  cross-roads  to  the  north  of  J.  Mil- 
ler's farm,  the  distance  at  this  point  between  the 
road  and  the  Potomac,  which  makes  here  a  great 
bend  to  the  east,  being  about  three  fourths  •f  a 
mile.  Their  right  rested  on  the  hills  to  the  right 
of  Sharpsburgh,  near  Snavely's  farm,  covering 
the  crossing  of  the  Antietam,  and  the  approaches 
to  the  town  from  the  south-east.  The  ground 
from  their  immediate  front  and  the  Antietam  is 
undulating.  Hills  intervene  whose  crests  in  gen- 
eral are  commanded  by  the  crests  of  others  in 
their  rear.  On  all  favorable  points,  their  artillery 
was  posted.  It  became  evident  from  the  force  of 
the  enemy  and  the  strength  of  their  position,  that 
desperate  fighting  alone  could  drive  them  fit)m 
the  field,  ilnd  all  folt  that  a  great  and  terrible  bat- 
tle was  at  hand. 

In  proceeding  to  the  narrative  of  the  events  of 
this  and  the  succeeding  day,  I  must  here  repeat 
what  I  have  observed  in  reporting  upon  the  other 
subjects  of  this  communication,  that  I  attempt  in 
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this  preliminarj  report  nothing  more  than  a 
sketch  of  the  main  features  of  this  great  engage- 
ment, reserving  for  my  official  report,  based  upon 
the  reports  of  the  corps  commanders,  that  full 
description  of  details  which  shall  place  upon  re- 
cord the  achievements  of  indiyiduaJs  and  of  par- 
ticular bodies  of  troops.  The  design  was  to  make 
the  main  attack  upon  the  enemy's  left — at  least, 
to  create  a  diversion  in  favor  of  the  main  attack, 
with  the  hope  of  something  more— by  assailing 
the  enemy's  right,  and  as  soon  as  one  or  both  of 
the  flank  movements  were  fully  successful,  to  at- 
tack their  centre  with  any  reserve  I  might  then 
have  on  hand. 

The  morning  of  the  sixteenth  (during  which 
there  was  considerable  artillery  firing)  was  spent 
in  obtaining  information  as  to  the  ground,  recti- 
fying the  position  of  the  troops,  and  perfecting 
the  arrangements  for  the  attadt. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  sixteenth  Hooker's 
corps,  consisting  of  Ricketts's  and  Doubleday's 
divisions,  and  the  Pennsylvania  reserves,  under 
Meade,  was  sent  across  the  Antietam  Greek,  by  a 
ford  and  bridge  to  the  right  of  Kedysville,  with 
orders  to  attack,  and,  if  possible,  tarn  the  ene* 
my's  left.  Mansfield,  with  his  corps,  was  sent  in 
the  evening  to  support  Hooker.  Arrived  in  posi- 
tion, Meade's  division  of  the  Pennsylvania  re- 
serves, which  was  at  the  head  of  Hooker's  corps, 
became  engaged  in  a  sharp  contest  with  the  ene- 
my, which  lasted  until  after  dark,  when  it  had 
succeeded  In  driving  in  a  portion  of  the  opposing 
line,  and  held  the  ground. 

At  daylight  the  contest  was  renewed  between 
Hooker  and  the  enemy  in  his  firont^  Hooker's 
attack  was  successful  for  a  time,  but  masses  of 
the  enemy,  thrown  upon  his  corps,  checked  it 
Mansfield  brought  up  his  corps  to  Hooker's  sup- 
port, when  the  two  corps  drove  the  enemy  back, 
the  gallant  and  distinguished  veteran  Mansfield 
losing  his  life  in  the  effort  G^n.  Hooker  was, 
unhappily,  about  this  time  wounded,  and  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  field,  where  his  services  had 
been  conspicuous  and  important  About  an  hour 
after  this  time,  Sumner's  corps,  consisting  of 
Sedgwick's,  Richardson's  and  French's  divisions, 
arrived  on  the  field — ^Richardson  some  time  after 
the  other  two,  as  he  was  unable  to  start  as  soon 
as  they.  Sedgwick,  on  the  right,  penetrated  the 
woods  in  front  of  Hooker's  and  Mansfield's  troops. 

French  and  Richardson  were  placed  to  the  left 
of  Sedgwick,  thus  attacking  the  enemy  toward 
their  left  centre.  Crawfoni's  and  Sedgwick's 
lines,  however,  yielded  to  a  destructive  fire  of 
masses  of  the  enemy  in  the  woods,  and,  suffering 
greatly,  (Generals  Sedgwick  and  Crawford  being 
among  the  wounded,)  their  troops  fell  back  in 
disorder;  they,  nevertheless,  rallied  in  the  woods. 
The  enemy's  advance  was,  however,  entirely 
checked  by  the  destructive  fire  of  our  artillery. 
Franklin,  who  had  been  directed  the  day  before 
to  join  the  main  army  with  two  divisions,  arrived 
on  the  field  from  Brownsville  about  an  hour 
after,  and  Smith's  division  replaced  Crawford's 
and  Sedgwick's  lines.  Advancing  steadily,  it 
swept  over  the  ground  just  lost,  but  now  perma- 


nently retaken.  The  divisions  of  French  ind 
Richardson  maintained  with  considerable  loss  tho 
exposed  positions  which  they  had  so  gallantly 
gamed,  among  the  wounded  bdng  Qen.  Richard- 
son. 

The  condition  of  things  on  the  right  toward 
the  middle  of  the  afternoon,  notwithstanding  the 
success  wrested  from  the  enemy  by  the  stubborn 
braveiT  of  the  troops,  was  at  this  time  unpromis- 
ing. Sumner's,  Hooker's  and  Mansfield's  corps 
had  lost  heavily,  several  central  officers  having 
been  carried  from  the  field.  I  was  at  one  time 
compelled  to  draw  two  brigades  fi^m  Porter's 
corps  (the  reserve)  to  strengthen  the  right  This 
left  for  the  reserve  the  smidl  division  of  regalars 
who  had  been  engaged  in  supporting  during  the 
day  the  batteries  in  the  centre,  and  a  single  bri- 
gade of  Morell's  division.  Before  I  left  the  right 
to  return  to  the  centre,  I  became  satisfied  that 
the  line  would  be  held  without  these  two  brigades, 
and  countermanded  the  order  which  was  in  course 
of  execution.  The  effect  of  Bumside's  movement 
on  the  enemv's  right  was  to  prevent  the  further 
massing  of  their  troops  on  their  left,  and  we  held 
what  we  had  gained. 

Bumside's  corps,  consisting  of  Wilcox's,  Stur- 
gis's  and  Rodman's  divisions,  and  Cox's  Kanawha 
division,  was  intrusted  with  the  difficult  task  of 
carrying  the  bridge  across  the  Antietam,  near 
Rohrback's  fium,  and  assaulting  the  enemy's 
right,  the  order  having  been  communicated  to 
him  at  ten  o'clock  a.m. 

The  valley  of  the  Antietam,  at  and  near  the 
bridge,  is  narrow,  with  high  banks.  On  the  right 
of  the  stream  the  bank  is  wooded,  and  commands 
the  approaches  both  to  the  bridge  and  the  ford. 
The  steep  slopes  of  the  bank  were  lined  with 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  of  rails  and  stones. 
These,  together  with  the  woods,  were  fiUed  with 
the  enemy's  infantry,  while  their  batteries  com- 
pletely commanded  and  enfiladed  the  bridge  and 
ford  and  their  approaches. 

The  advance  of  the  troops  brought  on  an  obsti- 
nate and  sanguinary  contest,  and  from  the  great 
natural  advantages  of  the  position,  it  was  nearly 
one  o'clock  before  the  heights  on  the  right  bank 
were  carried.  At  about  three  o'clock  p.m.  the 
corps  again  advanced,  and  with  success,  driring 
the  enemy  before  it,  and  pushing  on  nearly  to 
Sharpsburgh,  while  the  left,  after  a  hard  encoun- 
ter, also  compelled  the  enemy  to  retire  before  it 
The  enemy  here,  however,  were  speedily  reen- 
forced,  and  with  overwhelming  masses.  New  bat- 
teries of  their  artillery,  also,  were  brought  up  and 
opened.  It  became  evident  that  our  force  was 
not  sufficient  to  enable  the  advance  to  reach  the 
town,  and  the  order  was  given  to  retire  to  the 
cover  of  the  hill,  which  was  taken  from  the  enemy 
earlier  in  the  afternoon.  This  movement  was 
effected  without  confusion,  and  the  position  main- 
tained until  the  enemy  retreated.  Gen.  Bumsidc 
had  sent  to  me  for  reenforcements  late  in  the 
afternoon,  but  the  condition  of  things  on  the  right 
was  not  such  as  to  enable  me  to  afford  them. 

During  the  whole  day  our  artillery  was  every- 
where bravely  and  ably  handled.     Indeed,  I  can- 
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not  speak  too  higbly  of  the  efficiency  of  our  bat- 
teries, and  of  the  great  service  they  rendered. 
On  more  than  one  occasion,  when  our  infiintry 
was  broken,  they  covered  its  re-formation,  and 
drore  back  the  enemy. 

The  cavalry  had  little  field  for  operation  during 
the  engagement,  but  was  employed  in  supporting 
the  horse-artillery  batteries  in  the  centre,  and  in 
driving  up  stragglers,  while  awaiting  opportunity 
for  other  service. 

The  signal  corpS)  under  Major  Myers,  rendered 
dijriog  the  operations  at  Antietam,  as  at  South- 
Mountain,  and  during  the  whole  movements  of  the 
armjr,  efficient  and  valuable  service.  Indeed,  by 
Its  services  here,  as  on  other  fields  elsewhere,  this 
corps  has  gallantly  earned  its  title  to  an  inde- 
pendent and  permanent  organization. 

The  duties  devolving  upon  my  staff  during  the 
iction  were  most  important,  and  the  performances 
of  them  able  and  untiring.  At  a  later  day  I  pro- 
p(i^  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  department  thdir 
L-Hflyidual  services. 

With  the  day  closed  this  memorable  battle,  in 
vhich,  perhaps,  nearly  two  hundred  thousand 
m«n  Were  for  fourteen  hours  engaged  in  combat 
We  had  attacked  the  enemy  in  position,  driven 
them  from  their  line  on  one  flank,  and  secured  a 
fjoting  within  it  on  the  other.  Under  the  de- 
pression of  previous  reverses,  we  had  achieved  a 
victory  over  an  adversary  invested  with  the  pres- 
tige of  former  successes  and  inflated  with  a  recent 
triamph.  Our  forces  slept  that  night  conquerors 
•a  a  field  won  by  their  valor,  and  covered  with 
the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  enemy. 

The  night,  however,  presented  serious  ques- 
tions ;  morning  brought  on  grave  responsibilities. 
To  renew  the  attack  again  on  the  eighteenth,  or 
to  defer  it,  with  the  chance  of  the  enemy's  re- 
tirement after  a  day  of  suspense,  were  the  ques- 
tions before  me.  A  careful  and  anxious  survey 
cf  the  condition  of  my  command,  and  my  know- 
'^Ige  of  the  enemy's  force  and  position,  failed  to 
impress  me  with  any  reasonable  certainty  of  suc- 
('^  if  I  renewed  the  attack  without  reenforcing 
^nmns.  A  view  of  the  shattered  state  of  some 
<^  the  corps  sufficed  to  deter  me  from  pressing 
them  into  immediate  action,  and  I  felt  that  my 
'iaty  to  the  army  and  the  country  forbade  the 
n>b  infolved  in  a  hasty  movement,  which  might 
i^^ult  in  the  loss  of  what  had  been  gained  the 
pfeTJous  day.  Impelled  by  this  consideration,  I 
^ivaited  the  arrival  of  my  reenforcements,  taking 
i'irintage  of  the  occasion  to  collect  together  the 
^i^pers^  give  rest  to  the  &tigued,  and  remove 
the  wounded.  Of  the  reSnforcements,  Couch's 
<iimion,  although  marching  with  commendable 
^piditj,  was  not  in  position  until  a  late  hour  in 
the  morning ;  and  Humphrey's  division  of  new 
I^oops,  &tigued  with  foreed  marches,  were  arriv- 
ing throughout  the  day,  but  were  not  available 
antil  near  its  dose.  I^rge  reenforcements  irom 
Pennsylvania,  which  were  expected  during  the 
%  did  not  arrive  at  all. 

During  the  eighteenth,  orders  were  given  for  a 
^ewal  of  the  attack  at  daylight  on  the  nine- 
^th.    On  the  night  of  the  eighteenth,  the  ene- 


my, after  having  been  passing  troops  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  day  from  th^  Virginia  shore  to  their 
position  behind  Sharpsburg^  as  seen  by  our 
officers,  suddenly  formed  the  design  of  aban- 
doning their  line.  This  movement  they  executed 
before  daylight  Being  but  a  short  distance  from, 
the  river,  the  evacuation  presented  but  little  diffi- 
culty.    It  was,  however,  rapidly  followed  up. 

A  reconnoissance  was  made  across  the  river  on 
the  evening  of  the  nineteenth,  which  resulted  in 
ascertaining  the  near  presence  of  the  enemy  in  * 
some  force,  and  in  our  capturing  six  guns. 

A  second  reconnoissance,  the  next  morning, 
which,  with  the  first,  was  made  by  a  small  de- 
tachment from  Porter's  corps,  resulted  in  observ- 
ing a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy  there.  The  de- 
tachment withdrew  with  slight  loss.  I  submit 
herewith  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded  and  miss* 
ing  in  the  engi^ments  of  the  fifteentli,  and  of  the 
sixteenth  and  seventeenth.  The  enemy's  loss  is 
believed,  from  the  best  sources  of  information,  to 
be  nearly  thirty  thousand.  Their  dead  were  most- 
ly left  on  the  field,  and  a  large  number  of  wound- 
ed were  left  behind. 

While  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  speak  of  the  gal- 
lantry and  devotion  of  officers  and  men,  general- 
ly displayed  throughout  this  conflict,  I  feel  it  ne- 
cessary to  mention  that  some  officers  and  men 
skulked  from  their  places  in  the  ranks  until  the 
battle  was  over.  Death  on  the  spot  must  here- 
after be  the  fate  of  all  such  cowards,  and  the  hands 
of  the  military  commanders  must  be  strengthened 
with  all  the  power  of  the  Government  to  inflict  it 
summarily. 

The  early  and  disgraceful  surrender  of  Harper's 
Ferry  deprived  my  operations  of  results  which 
would  have  formed  a  brilliant  sequence  to  the 
substantial  and  gratifying  success  already  related. 
Had  the  garrison  held  out  twenty-four  hours 
longer,  I  should  in  all  probability,  have  captured 
that  part  of  the  enemy's  force  engaged  in  the  at- 
tack on  the  Maryland  Heights,  while  the  whole 
garrison,  some  twelve  thousand  strong,  could  have 
been  drawn  to  reenforce  me  on  the  day  of  the 
decisive  battle — certainly  on  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth.  I  would  thus  have  been  in  a  position 
to  have  destroyed  the  rebel  army.  Under  the 
same  circumstances,  had  the  besieging  force  on 
the  Virginia  side  at  Harper's  Ferry  not  been 
withdrawn,  I  would  have  had  thirty-five  or  forty 
thousand  less  men  to  encounter  at  Antietam,  and 
must  have  captured  or  destroyed  all  opposed  to 
ma  As  it  was,  I  had  to  engage  an  army  fresh 
from  a  recent,  and  to  them  a  great  victory,  and 
to  reap  the  disadvantages  of  their  being  freshly 
and  plentifully  supplied  with  ammunition  and 
supplies. 

The  object  and  results  of  this  brief  campaign 
may  be  summed  up  as  follows :  In  the  beginning 
of  the  month  of  September,  the  safety  of  the  Na- 
tional capital  was  seriously  endangered  by  the 
presence  of  a  victorious  enemy,  who  soon  after 
crossed  into  Maryland,  and  then  directly  threat- 
ened Washington  and  Baltimore,  while  they  oc- 
cupied the  soil  of  a  loyal  State,  and  threatened 
an  invasion  of  Pennsylvania.    The  army  of  the 
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Union,  inferior  in  numbers,  weaned  by  long 
marches,  deficient  in  various  supplies,  worn  out 
by  numerous  battles,  the  last  of  which  had  not 
been  successful,  first  covered,  by  its  movements, 
the  important  cities  of  Washington  and  Balti- 
•more ;  then  boldly  attacked  the  victorious  enemy 
in  their  chosen  strong  position,  -and  drove  them 
back,  with  all  their  superiority  of  numbers,  into 
the  State  of  Virginia ;  thus  saving  the  loyal  States 
from  invasion,  and  rudely  dispelling  the  rebel 
*  dreams  of  carrying  the  war  into  our  country  and 
subsisting  upon  our  resources.  Thirteen  guns 
and  thirty-nine  colors,  more  than  fifteen  thousand 
stand  of  small  arms,  and  more  than  six  thousand 
prisoners,  were  the  trophies  which  attest  the  suc- 
cess of  our  arms. 

Rendering  thanks  to  Divine  Providence  for  its 
blessing  upon  our  exertions,  I  close  this  brief  re- 
port I  beg  only  to  add  the  hope  that  the  army's 
efforts  for  the  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged  will 
be  deemed  worthy  to  receive  the  commendation 
of  the  Government  and  the  country. 

I  am^  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Geo.  B.  McClellan, 

lIi^or'0«oerAl  United  States  Army. 

Brig. -Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

A4JataaM3encm  United  States  Army. 


Doc.  8. 


PROCLAMATION    OF    GOV.    LETCHER. 

BT    THE    GOVERNOR    OF    VIRGINIA. 
A    PROOLAMATIGN. 

Under  authority  of  an  act  passed  on  the  first 
day  of  the  present  month,.  (October,)  I,  John 
Letcher,  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, do  hereby  proclaim  the  regulation  hereto 
annexed  as  having  been  adopted  by  me,  and  to 
be  obligatory  upon  all  persons  and  corporations 
coming  within  their  purview  from  the  date  hereof 

Given  under  my  hand  as  Governor  and  under 
the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth  this  tenth 

^^'  day  of  October,  1862,  and  in  the  eighty- 
seventh  year  of  the  Commonwealth. 

John  Letcher. 

By  the  Governor. 
George  W.  Munford, 

Secretary  of  the  OommoDweelth. 

Regulations  for  obtaining  possession  of  salt  in  this 
commonwealth  for  distribution  to  the  people. 
Prescribed  by  the  Governor  under  the  act  to 
provide  for  the  production,  distribution  and 
sale  of  salt  in  this  Commonwealth.  Passed 
October  first,  1862. 

1.  No  railroad,  canal,  or  other  internal  improve- 
ment company  in  this  State  shall  undertake  to 
transport  any  salt  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State 
unless  under  some  contract  already  existing  ^ith 
the  confederate  States  or  some  State  of  the  con- 
federate States.  Before  said  salt  shall  be  remov- 
ed, the  person  asking  for  such  transportation, 
shall  make  oath  or  affirmation  that  the  removal 
asked  for  is  of  salt  furnished  under  such  existing 


contract  Without  such  oath,  the  salt  shall  be 
seized  by  the  superintendent  or  agent  of  the 
transportation  company  for  the  use  of  the  com- 
monwealth, and  notice  be  immediately  giTcn  to 
the  Governor  of  the  amount  of  salt  sei^,  and 
the  name  of  the  person  or  persons  asking  for  the 
transportation. 

Individuals  in  like  manner  are  prohibited  from 
transporting  salt  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State. 
Any  person  may  seize  and  hold  the  same  for  the 
State  and  give  like  notice. 

All  salt  manufactured  in  the  counties  of  Smjrthe 
and  Washington,  and  on  hand  on  the  day  when 
the  above  act  was  passed,  unless  heretofore  re- 
moved from  the  salt-works,  and  all  salt  manu- 
tactured  after  that  day,  until  due  notice  to  tlie 
contrary  be  given  by  publication  in  some  Dews- 
paper  printed  in  the  city  of  Richmond  and  in  the 
town  of  Abingdon,  shall  be  thereafter  held  to  be 
the  property  of  the  commonwealth  of  Virginia, 
and  shall  not  be  removed  without  authority  from 
the  Governor  or  his  duly  constituted  agent,«in- 
less  it  be  salt  made  to  suf^ly  some  existing  con- 
tract with  the  confederate  States,  or  with  the 
separate  States  of  the  confederate  States,  or  with 
individuals,  for  the  benefit  of  any  county,  city,  or 
town. 

If  the  owners  of  salt-works  in  said  counties 
shall  refuse  or  cease  to  manufacture  salt  other 
than  an  amount  sufficient  to  execute  existing  con- 
tracts as  aforesaid,  then,  from  and  after  sudi  re- 
fusal or  cessation  shall  appear  to  the  Governor  to 
exist,  he  will  exercise  the  authority  vested  in  him, 
and  seize,  take  possession  of,  and  hold  and  exer- 
cise full  authority  and  control  over  the  property, 
real  and  personal,  of  any  person,  firm,  or  company 
so  refusing  or  ceasing  to  manufacture. 

If  the  supply  of  salt  manufactured  be  not  enough 
to  furnish  the  people  of  this  commonwealth  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  salt  for  home  consump- 
tion, then  as  soon  as  such  fact  shall  appear  to  tlie 
Governor,  he  will  exercise  the  authonty  vested 
in  him,  and  *^  disregard  any  contract  made  with 
the  separate  States  of  the  confederate  States  '^  un- 
til the  State  of  Virginia  is  supplied. 

When  salt  is  procured  by  the  State  of  Virginia, 
and  its  constituted  agent  shall  olT^r  the  same  for 
transportation  on  the  route  of  any  railroad,  canal, 
or  other  improvement  company,  the  same  shall 
be  immediately  transported  to  the  dep6t  designat- 
ed, unless  such  transportation  will  interfere  with 
the  transportation  of  troops,  munitions  of  war, 
and  army  supplies  of  the  confederate  government 
Upon  refusal  of  such  company  to  transport  the 
said  salt,  the  constituted  agent  of  the  State  will 
be  authorized  to  take  control  of  any  such  work 
and  to  manage  the  same  until  the  transportatioa 
be  accomplished. 

The  like  provision  shall  be  observed  when  it 
becomes  proper  to  transport  that  or  other  things 
necessary  for  the  production  of  salt 

The  following  places  are  designated  for  the  pre- 
sent as  the  points  at  which  salt  ^%nll  be  concen- 
trated  for  sale  and  distribution,  namelv,  Milborou^h 
dep6t,  on  the  Central  Railroad,  and  Dublin  deputy 
on  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee  Railroad.     Other 
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places  of  depoflitwiU  be  speedily  designated  when 
suitable  amogemeQtB  for  supplies  shall  haye  been 
perfected. 

Due  notice  will  be  given  of  the  time  when  the 
salt  will  be  ready  for  delivery.  The  price,  quan- 
titj  for  eech  person,  and  how  it  is  to  be  sold  and 
delivered,  and  the  agents  employed  therefor,  will 
be  prescribed  in  future  regulations,  and  published 
as  required  by  law. 

After  the  price  is  so  prescribed,  the  sale  of  any 
salt  within  the  commonwealth  at  a  higher  rate 
per  bushel,  is  declared  by  law  to  be  a  misdemean- 
ar,  &Dd  any  ?ioUtion  of  the  rules  and  regulations 
prescribed  by  the  Govemor  is  also  a  misdemeanor, 
to  be  pttoished,  upon  conviction,  by  fine  of  not 
less  than  one  hundred  nor  more  than  two  thou- 
sand dollars. 

A  board  of  assessors  has  been  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  to  assess  the  compensation  or  dama- 
ges to  be  paid  for  property  seized  or  used  by  the 
Slate  under  this  law.  The  time  and  place  of  their 
meeting  will  be  hereafter  prescribed. 

The  act  prohibits  all  courts  or  judges  from  is- 
suing orders  or  injunctions  to  stay  any  proceed- 
ings of  the  GoYernor,  or  his  authorized  agents, 
mder  this  law. 


Doc.  4. 
CHfilSTENING  THE  "  PALMETTO  STATK" 

HICHMOND    "WHIG"   ^ACCOUNT. 

BiCHMOVD,  Oct.  17,  1802. 

Ox  Saturday  last  the  gunboat "  Palmetto  State," 
built  at  Charleston,  mainly  through  the  efforts 
»nd  oSerings  of  the  women  of  South-Carolina,  was 
firmaily  named  and  dedicated.  We  copy  from 
cur  exchanges  the  following  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings : 

All  places  affording  a  view  of  the  boat  and  of 
the  .vile  of  the  ceremonial  were  thronged  at  an 
^Iv  hour,  and  a  large  proportion  of  the  specta- 
tors were  of  the  fair  sex. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  General 
Beaaregard  and  staff,  and  Brig. -General  Gist  and 
su[f,  arrived  and  took  position  on  the  upper  deck, 
vbich,  being  elevated  some  distance  above  the 
^rrounding  wharves,  formed  the  rostrum  for  the 
^(^ion.  As  the  hero  of  Sumter,  Manassas  and 
Shiloh  stepped  upon  the  gangway  and  came  with- 
in view  of  the  assembled  throng,  he  was  welcom- 
^  vith  hearty  and  long  continued  cheers. 

At  the  appointed  hour,  the  exercises  were 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Smith,  pastor  of 
tlie  Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

TsE  OftATiOK. — Colonel  Richard  Teadon  (attir- 
ed in  the  full  uniform  of  the  Wellington  Rangers) 
trieu  delivered  an  oration,  of  which  the  following 
^  a  synopsis  : 

He  coDgratoIated  them  on  the  completion  of 
the  first  iron-dad  ram  built  for  the  defence  of 
Charleston  Harbor— The  Palmetto  SUte.  The 
r«4a»e  was  one  redolent  of  victory ;  and  this  noble 
^^K  constructed,  as  she  had  been,  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  distinguished  hero  of  the  Koszta  ex- 


ploit, and  commanded  by  the  lineal  descendant  of 
the  illustrious  Governor  and  dictator  of  South- 
Carolina,  John  Rutledge,  would,  he  trusted,  prove 
herself  not  unworthy  of  that  ^orious  name.  He 
then  recounted  the  stirring  story  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  June,  '76,  and  showed  how  hard-won 
was  the  unequal  fight  which  first  gave  to  South- 
Carolina  her  proud  sobriquet,  **the  Palmetto 
State.'*  As  the  victory  over  the  British  fleet  at 
Fort  Moultrie  had  given  an  impulse  to  the  cause 
of  independence,  in  an  early  stage  of  the  revolu- 
tionary struggle,  so  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter 
gave  us  the  prestige  of  victory  in  the  very  incep- 
tion of  the  pr Aent  contest,  and  was  attended  with 
an  ieldt  which  inspired  confidence  and  gave  an 
accelerated  impulse  to  our  holy  cause.  It  confer- 
red name  and  fame,  too,  on  Beauregard  and  Rip- 
ley, inspiring  confidence  in  them  as  our  leaders, 
and  it  proved  the  grave  of  the  reputation  of  the 
renegade  Kentuckian,  Anderson,  who  soiled  the 
honors  of  a  gallant  defence  by  persistent  treason 
to  his  native  State  and  section. 

Addressing  himself  then,  to  the  matrons  and 
maidens  of  the  Palmetto  State,  the  orator  referred 
in  graceful  terms  to  the  debt  which  our  city  owed 
them  for  this  auspicious  event  He  alluded  to 
the  inaction  of  the  government  in  the  construc- 
tion of  naval  defences,  and  showed  how  the  sug- 
gestion and  example  of  one  patriotic  lady  had 
stirred  in  the  bosoms  of  the  daughters  of  South- 
Carolina  the  project  of  building  these  very  boats, 
over  the  completion  of  which  they  were  rejoicing 
to-day.  The  ladies,  in  every  part  of  the  State, 
enthusiastically  embraced  the  scheme,  and  came 
forward,  in  large  and  cheering  numbers,  with  vo- 
tive offerings  at  the  shrine  of  patriotism  —  their 
free-will  oblations  on  the  altar  of  their  country. 
Donations  in  money,  plate,  jewelry,  works  of  art 
and  ingenuity,  family  relics,  tokens  of  affection, 
the  widow's  mite,  and  even  bridal  gifts,  were 
poured  forth  as  from  an  exhaustless  fountain,  to 
arm  Charleston  with  the  means  of  naval  defence. 
The  result  was  a  gunboat  fund  exceeding  thirty 
thousand  dollars.  This  spirited  action  of  our  wo- 
men had  roused  the  governments,  State  and  con- 
federate, from  their  torpor,  to  the  construction  of 
these  two  noble  iron-clad  steamers.  The  propo- 
sition that  the  Ladies'  Gunboat  Fund  should  be 
paid  over  to  the  government,  for  the  privilege  of 
naming  the  iron-clad  steamer,  then  in  course  of 
construction  by  Messrs.  Marsh  &  Son,  the  "  Pal- 
metto State,"  had  proved  agreeable  to  the  fair 
contributors,  and  it  was  now  the  speaker's  4iity 
to  fulfil  the  contract.  Here  the  orator  handed  a 
check  for  thirty  thousand  dollars  to  Captain  In- 
graham,  and  then  proceeded  to  perform  the  bap- 
tism. 

The  oration  was  interrupted  by  frequent  ap- 
plause. 

The  Baptism. —  As  the  young  lady  (Miss  Sue 
Gelzer)  who  was  the  first  contributor  to  the  gun- 
boat broke  over  the  head  of  the  iron-sheathed 
monster  a  bottle  of  choice  old  wine,  Col.  Yeadon 
pronounced  the  following  words : 

"  With  all  solemnity  and  reverence,  and  invok- 
ing on  thee  the  blessing  of  Almighty  God,  noble 
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boat  'Palmetto  State,*  I  baptize  thee,  in  the  name 
of  the  patriotic  ladies  of  South-Carolina.    Amen." 

Glosino  Address.^ He  then  addressed,  in  suc- 
cession. Captain  Ingraham,  Captain  Rutledge,  and 
General  Beauregard : 

Captain  Ingraham :  As  commander  of  this  na- 
val station,  the  movements  of  the  iron-clad  steam- 
ers* assigned  to  the  defence  of  our  harbor  will  be 
under  your  direction,  and  we  rely  confidently  on 
your  skill  and  experience  to  render  those  move* 
ments  eiibctiial  and  crown  them  with  victory. 
Although  not  bom  to  the  sea,  yet  from  early  boy- 
hood you  were  bred  to  the  sea  -~  in  tender  years 
vou  were  among  those  '*  who  go  €own  to  the  sea 
m  ships  and  do  business  in  the  great  waters."  At 
the  age  of  nine  years  you  received  a  midshipman*s 
warrant  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Stat^  and, 
young  as  you  then  were,  you  served  in  the  war  of 
1812,  under  Commodore  Chauncey,  chasing  and 
skirmishing  with  the  British  fleet  on  Lake  Onta- 
rio. Passing  through  all  the  grades  of  the  ser- 
vice, you  became  a  post- captain,  and  in  that  ca- 
pacity you  bravely  humbled  the  haughty  Austrian 
in  his  attempt,  in  a  foreign  port,  to  oppress  an 
embryo  citizen  of  your  country ;  and  then  and 
otherwise,  during  your  prolonged  career,  you 
proved  your  fidelity  to  the  once  glorious,  but  now 
degraded,  flag  of  Stars  and  Stripes,  as  long  as  it 
was  an  honor  to  serve  under  it  We  look,  sir,  to 
your  wise  and  Veteran  counsels  and  plans  and 
gallant  deeds  to  humble  the  pride  and  insolence 
of  the  vandal  Yankee,  should  he  dare  to  enter  our 
harbor  with  the  purpose  of  subjugation  or  spolia- 
tion ;  and  we  know  that  you  will  prove  your  fidel- 
ity even  to  the  death,  to  the  glorious  Stars  and 
Bars,  under  which,  true  to  the  State  and  to  the 
city  of  your  birth  and  your  affections,  you  now 
patriotioilly  senre. 

Captain  Rutledee :  In  the  event  of  an  assault 
by  the  foe,  it  will  be  your  lot  and  your  duty  to 
conduct  this  ship  of  war  through  the  perils  and 
the  blood  of  battle,  and  we  have  every  confidence 
that  the  descendant  of  John  Rutledge  will  fight 
her  well,  and  like  his  great  ancestor,  sooner  cut 
off  his  right  hand  than  give  an  order  for  her  sur- 
render —  and  we  augur  for  you  in  our  harbor  a 
success  equal  and  even  superior  to  that  of  the  in- 
trepid Buchanan,  with  the  old  Merrimac,  in  the 
waters  of  Virginia.  From  your  vessel  and  her 
consort,  the  Chicora,  under  the  gallant  Tucker, 
of  Virginia,  and  the  brave  Warley,  of  South-Car- 
olina, we  look  for  a  harbor  defence  that  will  both 
give  safety  to  our  city  and  immortality  to  her  de- 
fenders. 

General  Beauregard :  Your  wise  strategy  in  the 
successful  bombai^ment  of  Fort  Sumter,  and  your 
heroism  on  the  bloody  and  victorious  fields  of 
Manassas  and  Shiloh,  make  us  hope  and  trust 
that,  in  your  wisdom  and  energy,  we  will  find  a 
bulwark  of  safety  and  we  feel  a  cheering  assur- 
ance that,  with  you  as  the  leader  and  director  of 
our  land  forces,  and  with  our  numerous  formida- 
ble forts  and  batteries,  aided  by  Our  steam  rams 
and  by  the  soldierly  and  accomplished  CoL  Col- 
quitt and  hia  brave  Georgians,  Charleston  will 


achieve  a  Saragossa  defence,  and  ^ou  a  fame  equal, 
if  not  superior,  to  that  of  the  chivalrous  Palafoz. 

Noble  boat  1  you  now  bear  a  name  which  is  tt 
once  a  badge  and  incentive  to  victory ;  yoa  are 
armed  and  equipped  to  do  battle  in  a  righteous 
war,  against  an  unprincipled  enemy ;  and,  rely- 
ing on  the  justice  of  our  cause,  let  us  hopefulfj 
and  reverently  commit  your  destiny  to  Him,  with 
whom  are  the  issues  of  life  and  death—of  defeat 
and  victory. 

The  Chicora — A  Goodly  Sight — Just  as  the 
ceremony  had  been  concluded,  the  other  gunboat, 
the  Chicora,  came  steaming  up  from  the  lower 
wharves,  and,  with  colors  flying  fore  and  aft^  sa- 
luted her  consort  As  the  grim  and  invulnerable 
craft  glided  noiselessly,  but  in  all  the  majesty  of 
conscious  might,  up  the  stream,  the  admiration 
of  the  assembled  multitude  broke  forth  in  loud 
and  prolonged  cheers  for  the  Chicora  and  her 
energetic  builder,  Mr.  Eason,  who,  with  a  large 
number  of  citizens,  oould  be  seen  upon  her  upper 
deck. 

The  pleasing  ceremonial  being  over,  the  ladies 
were  invited  into  the  workshops  of  the  Messrs. 
Marsh,  where  they  partook  of  a  bountiful  colla- 
tion. The  whole  affair  passed  off  without  any 
accident  calculated  tp  mar  the  pleasure  of  those 
present,  excepting,  perhaps,  a  light  shower,  which 
came  down  quite  suddenly,  and  created  some 
consternation  for  a  while. 
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THE   ESCAPE   OF   GENERAL   STUART. 

OFFICIAL   REPORT    OF    GENERAL    PLEASANT  ON. 

Fbiduick,  WedDMday,  Od.  15, 18(1 

Tns  following  are  the  main  features  of  the  re> 
port  of  Gen.  Pleasanton,  relative  to  the  rebel  raid 
into  Pennsylvania : 

On  Saturday  morning, (October  eleventh,)  at  four 
o'clock,  he  received  orders  to  start  with  his  com- 
mand, and  was  soon  en  route  for  Hagerstown, 
arriving  there  about  eleven  o^clock. 

There  he  was  informed  that  the  rebels  were 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Mercersburgh.  He 
started  toward  Clear  Spring,  on  the  Hancock 
road,  to  intercept  them.  He  had  proceeded  four 
miles,  when  he  was  ordered  to  halt^  by  a  despatch 
from  headquarters. 

At  half-past  one  o'clock  p.h.,  he  was  ordered 
to  move  to  Mechanicstown  mia  Cavertown  and 
Harrison's  Gap,  and  sent  patrols  to  Emmett^ 
burgh  and  Gettysburgh  to  obtain  information  of 
the  enemy. 

He  arrived  at  Mechanicstown  at  half-past  eight 
o'clock  P.M.  At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  a.il  be 
sent  scouts  in  the  direction  of  Middleburgh,  who 
reported  that  the  rebel  cavalry,  under  Stuart,  had 
passed  through  Middletown,  five  miles  to  the  pa<t 
of  Mechanicstown,  one  hour  before  that  time, 
taking  a  private  road  to  Woodsboroagh,  and 
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theoce  to  Liberty,  on  the  route  to  the,  mouth  of 
the  MoDocacy. 

General  Pleasanton  started  for  this  point  via 
Frederick  City,  passing  through  the  latter  at  five 
ddo(k  A.M.,  ^ndaj.  He  reached  the  Monocacj 
at  eight  o^clock  A.M.,  and  fbund  four  or  five  hun- 
dred in&ntry  guar<Hng  the  canal  aqueduct  and 
the  roads  to  the  ferries.  They  told  him  that  they 
had  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  the  rebel  cavalry. 
He  crossed  the  Monocacy  with  portions  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  and  the  Third  Indiana  cavalry,  and 
tvro  guns  of  Pennington^s  battery,  and  sent  for- 
vard  a  company  on  the  Bamesville  road  to  recon- 
noitre, while  the  main  column  moved  in  the  di- 
rection of  Poolesville. 

The  advanced  squadron  had  not  passed  more 
thui  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  ferry  before 
they  discovered  a  body  of  cavalry  approaching, 
drvissed  in  the  uniform  of  the  United  States  sol- 
diers. The  officers  in  command  of  the  squadron 
made  signals  in  a  fi-iendly  manner,  which  were 
retaraed  by  the  parties,  who  approached  to  with- 
m  a  short  distance  of  each  other,  when  the  officer 
commanding  the  opposite  party  ordered  his  men 
to  chaige. 

Skirmishing  took  place ;  the  enemy  brought  up 
a  superior  force,  and  opened  a  couple  of  guns, 
which  obliged  our  men  to  retire.  The  two  gims 
of  Pennington's  battery  were  brought  into  posi- 
ti<3Q  and  opened  with  a  brisk  fire,  which  checked 
the  enemy's  advance.  At  this  time  Pleasanton's 
command  was  not  more  than  four  hundred  strong ; 
four  small  companies  of  infantry  were  then  taken 
to  support  the  guns.  Skirmishing  took  place  un- 
til the  remainder  of  Pennington's  guns  came  up, 
aod  they  soon  drove  ofif  the  enemy's  guns. 

It  was  then  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  two 
guns  in  position  at  White's  Ford,  on  this  side, 
and  one  gun  on  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Pleas- 
anton then  took  all  the  infimtrv  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Monocacy,  with  the  exception  of  two  compa- 
nies, and  m&de  a  general  advance.  The  enemy 
then  retreated  toward  White's  Ford,  keeping  up 
a  rapid  fire  all  the  time. 

Pennington's  horses  gave  out,  and  the  men  were 
obliged  to  push  the  cannon  up  the  hills.  The  en- 
emy, owing  to  this  delay,  effected  a  crossing  over 
the  river. 

This  was  at  half-past  one  o'clock  p.m.  He  then 
received  information  from  Colonel  Ward  of  Gen. 
Stoneman's  division,  that  a  brigade  of  infantry 
^  a  raiment  of  cavalry,  and  a  section  of  artil- 
lery were  in  the  neighborhood.  He  sent  word  to 
the  General  that  the  enemy  had  escaped.  This 
▼as  the  first  intimation  he  had  of  troops  being  in 
that  vicinity. 

General  PleasiLnton  succeeded  in  driving  the 
rebels  firom  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  to  White's 
Ford,  a  distance  of  three  miles.  The  General  is 
of  the  impression  that  had  White's  Ford  been 
occupied  by  any  force  of  ours  previous  to  the  oc- 
cupation of  it  by  the  enemy,  the  capture  of  Stu- 
nt's forces  woi^  have  been  certain ;  but  with 
hii  (Pleasanton's)  small  force,  which  did  not  ex- 
ceed one  fourth  of  that  of  the  enemy,  it  was  not 


practicable  for  him  to  occupy  that  ford  while  the 
enemy  was  in  his  front 

NEW-YORK   "TIMES"    ACCOUNT. 
WRrnt's  Fpbkt  ov  thi  Potomao,  Two  Milbs  ) 

fiOUTB  OF  TUB  MOUTH  OF  THE  MONOCACT,       V 

Monday,  Oct  18, 1S63.         ) 

I  have  already  sent  you  by  telegraph  a  brief 
statement  of  the  successful  retreat  of  Stuart's  cav- 
alry over  the  Potomac  at  this  point,  after  their 
daring  and  brilliant  raid  into  Pennsylvania.  I 
now  transmit  you  such  details  as  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  by  personal  presence  and  inquiry  on 
the  spot 

I  chanced  to  be  at  the  headquarters  of  General 
McClellan,  near  Knoxville,  on  Sunday  forenoon, 
at  the  time  heavy  firing  was  heard  down  the  river, 
in  the  direction  of  Point  of  Rocks  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Monocacy.  The  cannonading  was  first 
heard  briskly  about  nine  a.m.,  and  it  continued, 
though  with  slackening  rapidity,  for  two  or  three 
hours.  Learning  from  Major  Myer,  chief  of  the 
signal  corps,  that  the  most  eligible  point  for  in- 
telligence would  be  Point  of  Rocks,  I  started  im- 
mediately on  horseback  for  that  place,  six  miles 
distant,  reaching  it  in  the  course  of  an  hour. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  the  entire  population  of 
this  little  railroad  village  in  a  state  of  intense 
panic.  An  infinity  of  alarming  stories  were 
brought  up  by  persons  arriving  from  down  the 
river.  Though  differing  in  every  other  respect, 
all  agreed  that  Stuart's  cavalry  were  endeavoring 
to  effect  a  crossing  of  the  Potomac,  a  little  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and  a  visit  to  the 
Point  of  Rocks  was  momentarily  looked  for — there 
being  no  obstacle  whatever  to  their  crossing  there, 
if  any  difficulty  should  be  found  below.  Shortly 
afterward  a  corporal  of  the  Loudon  Rangers,  an 
independent  company  of  loyal  Virginia  horsemen, 
came  up  from  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  and 
brought  the  report  which  I  transmitted  to  you 
by  telegraph,  to  the  effect  that  though  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  the  rebels  had  succeeded  in  mak- 
ing good  the  transit,  the  main  body  had  been  cap- 
tured. You  already  know  how  fiur,  unhappily, 
from  the  truth  was  this  pleasing  report  of  the 
valiant  Loudon  Rangers.  While  debating  whether 
I  should  proceed  down  to  the  scene  of  conflict,  I 
ascended  the  hill  at  Point  of  Rocks  on  which  the 
local  branch  of  the  signal  corps  has  its  statioA, 
and  from  this  ^^  coign  of  vant^e  '*  took  a  survey 
of  the  whole  field.  No  troops,  rebel  or  otherwise, 
were  observable  through  the  glass,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  body  of  soldiers  drawn  up  in  line  back 
of  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  Virginia  shore,  below 
the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy,  wearing  the  National 
uniform.  Imagining  from  this  drcumstance  that 
Union  troops  occupied  both  shores  of  the  Poto- 
inac,  and  that  the  whole  rebel  force  was  certainly 
bagged,  I  started  for  down  the  river  at  five  o'clock, 
against  the  united  persuasion  of  the  whole  assem- 
bled population,  including  the  stout-hearted  Lou- 
don Rangers,  who  were  sure  that  I  would  be  either 
killed  or  captured. 

To  the  mouth  of  the  Monocacy  the  distance  by 
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the  tow-path  along  the  canal,  which  runs  close 
by  the  Potomac,  is  six  miles,  while  by  the  coun- 
try road  vid.  Licksville,  it  is  eight  As,  however, 
the  latter  was  certainly  the  safer,  I  took  it  The 
roads  were  frightfuL  A  cold  pelting  rain  was 
t  pouring  down,  and  night  set  in  before  I  had  half 
completed  my  journey.  The  bridges  being  all 
down,  I  had  twice  to  swim  the  canal  with  my 
horse.  The  night  was  horribly  dark,  and  the 
only  feature  of  the  desolate  scene  connecting  one 
with  ciirilization,  was  the  telegraph-poles,  my  sole 
guides  along  the  way.  It  was  about  nine  in  the 
evening  when  I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Monoc- 
acy,  whither  I  was  led  by  the  welcome  sight  of 
camp-fires  ahead.  Arriving,  I  found  detachments 
numbering  about  seven  hundred  men,  of  the  Sixth 
regular  cavalry  and  the  Eighth  Illinois  cavalry, 
who  had  arrived  about  an  hour  ahead  of  me,  and 
were  on  their  way  to  report  to  Gen.  Pleasanton. 
As,  however,  it  was  ascertained  that  the  General 
was  some  two  or  three  miles  below  the  mouth  of 
the  Monocacy,  they  had  halted  on  the  hither  side 
of  that  stream,  and  the  crossing  being  dangerous 
in  the  dark,  they  encamped  on  the  road  for  the 
night  I  spent  it  with  them,  horses  and  men 
both  lying  by  the  wayside — brisk  fires  fed  by  the 
fence-rails  being  kept  up  to  counteract,  somewhat, 
the  effect  of  the  drenching  rain  from  which  we 
had  no  shelter  save  our  blankets.  In  the  gray  of 
the  morning  we  pushed  on  to  Gen.  Pleasanton*s 
quarters,  at  White's  Ferry  on  the  Potomac,  about 
two  miles  below  where  the  Monocacy  empties  into 
'  the  stream.  From  the  General  we  learned  the 
story  of  the  previous  day.  The  cavalry  reen- 
forccment  were  many  hours  too  late  to  be  of  any 
service.  The  whole  rebel  force  had  succeeded  in 
effecting  their  escape  into  Virginia  at  this  cross- 
ing about  noon  of  Sunday.  * 

Riding  back  to-day  from  YHiite's  Ferry  to  head- 
quarters in  company  with  General  Pleasanton,  I 
learned  from  that  officer  the  chief  points  in  his 
remarkable  chase  after  the  rebel  cavalry.  When 
he  received  his  orders  on  Saturday  morning  from 
headquarters  to  proceed  in  pursuit  he  was  sta- 
tioned near  Sharpsburgh.  At  seven  a.ic.,  he  had 
started,  his  command  consisting  of  portions  of  the 
Eighth  Illinois  cavalry.  Third  Indiana  cavalry, 
and  Eighth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  with  Lieut 
Pennington's  battery  of  horse  artillery.  At  ele- 
ven A.M.  of  Saturday  they  made  Hagerstown. 
Thence  they  moved  out  on  Glearspring  road  three 
miles  toward  Hancock,  but  were  recalled  to  Ha- 
gerstown by  a  despatch  from  headquarters.  From 
Hagerstown  they  were  ordered  to  Mechanicstown, 
which  they  made  at  eight  p.m^  of  Saturday.  Here 
they  first  got  scent  of  the  rebels,  who  were  re- 
turning southward  on  their  detour  from  Cham- 
bersburgh,  and  were  reported  as  having  passed  a 
little  town  cast  of  Mechanicstown,  half-past  eleven 
Saturday  night  From  Mechanicstown,  Pleas- 
anton set  out  in  pursuit  at  one  a.m.,  Sunday 
morning.  At  five  a.m.  he  reached  Frederick,  and 
thence  went  directly  south  to  the  mouth  of  the 
Monocacy,  the  rebels  passing  a  little  ahead  of  him, 
by  a  parallel  road  a  little  east,  through  Newmar- 
ket and  Urbana.    At  eight  a.m.  the  Union  cav- 


alry struck  the  Poolesville  road,  near  the  mouth 
of  the  Monocacy.  Here  the  Union  advance-guard 
met  the  rebel  cavalry,  from  two  thousand  to  two 
thousand  five  hundred  strong,  under  command  of 
Generals  Stuart,  Hampton,  and  Fitz-Hugh  Lee. 
Pleasanton's  force  did  not  number  over  five  hun- 
dred horse.  The  rebels  were  clothed  in  the  Na- 
tional uniforms  taken  at  Pennsylvania,  and  were 
mistaken  for  our  own  troops.  The  rebel  officers 
waited  till  the  Union  troops  came  close  up,  gave 
the  salute,  and  then  chained  with  carbines  and 
pistols.  At  the  same  time  they  opened  with  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  with  the  evident  intention  of 
forcing  a  passage  to  Monocacy  Ferry.  General 
Pleasanton  was  able  to  prevent  this,  and  having 
succeeded  at  length  in  getting  the  battery  in  posi- 
tion on  a  hill  by  the  road  side,  opened  upon  the 
rebels,  and  shelled  them  in  the  woods.  Thus 
thwarted,  they  made  for  the  crossing  at  Whitens 
Ferry,  and  all  that  the  small  force  of  Gen.  Pleas- 
anton could  do  was  insufficient  to  prevent  their 
making  good  their  escape  at  this  point  They 
were  ail  safely  across  by  half-past  twelve  o'clock. 
No  damage  was  done  to  bur  side  except  one  man 
wounded;  rebel  loss  not  known. 

Thus,  unsuccessfully  for  us,  ended  this  excit- 
ing cavalry  race— one  of  the  most  remarkable  on 
record,  in  which  our  force  made  the  unprecedent- 
ed chase  of  ninety  miles  in  twenty-four  hours. 
If  the  General  in  command  of  the  Union  force 
did  not  capture  the  rebels,  he  certainly  did  the 
best  he  could  under  the  circumstances.  His 
force  was  entirely  too  small  to  cut  ofi'  their  re- 
treat, after  he  did  come  up  with  them.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  they  had  four  men  to  bis 
one;  while  the  crossing  was  covered  by  bat- 
teries, planted  on  both  sides  of  the  Potomac 
Besides,  in  the  line  of  his  pursuit,  he  was  strictly 
subject  to  orders  from  headquarters,  and  was  tlius 
cut  ofi"  from  all  the  advantage  he  would  have  had 
by  being  able  to  make  cross-cuts  on  the  enemj 
as  he  found  them. 
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EXPEDITION  TO  JACKSONVILLE,   FLA 

REPORT  OP  BRIQ.-OBNERAL  BRANNAN. 

HlAOQUARTBKS  EXPKOITION  TO  ST.  JoHM'B  RtTO,  ) 

^nuKsatp  Bn  Dbpobd,  Oct  18, 1802.        f 
Lieutenant^ Colonel  W,  P.  Prentice,  AsMtstant  Ad- 
jutant- General^  Department  qf  the  South,  JJil- 
ton  Head,  S.  C, : 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  orders  received 
from  headquarters.  Department  of  the  South,  I 
assumed  command  of  the  following  forces,  intend- 
ed to  operate  against  the  rebel  batteries  at  St 
John^s  Bluff,  and  such  other  parts  of  the  St. 
John^s  River  as  should  contain  rebel  works: 
Forty-seventh  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers 
Col.  T.  H.  Good,  effective  strength,  ^25  ;  Seventh 
regiment  Connecticut  volunteers,  Col.  Jos.  Uaw- 
ley,  effective  strength,  647 ;  section  of  First  Con- 
necticut light  battery,  Lieut  Cannon,  effective 
strength,  41 ;  detachment  of  First  Massachusetts 
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avtlry,  Captain  CaM,   effectiYe  strength,   60 : 
total,  1573. 

The  expedition  leil  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  on  the 
&Aemoon  of  the  thirtieth  of  September,  1862,  on 
the  transports  Ben  Deford,  Boston,  Cosmopoli- 
tan, and  Neptune,  and  arrived  off  the  bar  of  Sl 
John's  River  early  on  the  following  morning,  Oc- 
tober the  first,  but  was  unable  to  enter  the  river 
aotil  tvo  P.M.  the  same  day,  owing  to  the  shal- 
hwntss  of  the  channel  This  expedition  was 
joined  by  the  following  tleet  of  gunboats,  Captain 
Charles  Steedman,  United  States  Navy,  com- 
manding; ordered  to  cooperate  with  it:  Paul 
Jones,  (dag-ship,)  Cimerone,  (Captain  Woodhull,) 
Water  Witch,  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Pende- 
grast,)  Hale,  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Snell,) 
Uncas,  (Lieutenant  Commanding  Crane,)  Patroon, 
(Lieotenant  Commanding  Urann.)  On  the  ex- 
pedition coming  within  the  river,  three  gunboats 
were  sent  up  to  feel  the  position  of  the  rebels,  and 
vere  iuuediately  and  warmly  engaged  by  the 
bttienes,  apparently  of  heavy  armament,  on  St. 
John  s  Bluff.  A  landing  was  effected  at  a  place 
boim  as  Mayport  Mills,  a  short  distance  from 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  the  entire  troops, 
with  their  arms,  horses,  and  rations,  were  on 
shore  by  nine  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  first 

The  ooQDtry  between  this  point  and  St  John^s 
Blufl^  presented  great  difficulties  in  the  transpor- 
tation of  troops,  being  intersected  with  impassa- 
ble swamps  and  unfordable  creeks,  and  presenting 
the  alternative  of  a  march  —  without  land  trans- 
I^Drtation — of  nearly  forty  miles,  to  turn  the  head 
f-f  the  creek,  or  to  reland  up  the  river,  at  a  strong- 
ly guarded  position  of  the  enemy.  On  further 
investigation  of  the  locality,  a  landing  was  effect- 
Ki  for  the  infantry,  about  two  o'clock  on  the 
Korning  of  the  second,  at  a  place  known  as  Buck 
Hrirn  Creek,  between  Pablo  and  Mount  Pleasant 
Creeks,  but  owing  to  the  swampy  nature  of  the 
^ond  it  was  found  impracticable  to  land  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  at  that  point  Here  the 
g>mbodts  rendered  mo^t  valuable  assistance  by 
transporting  the  troops  in  their  boats,  and  in 
pending  their  lighl  howitzers  to  cover  their  land- 
ing. Col.  T.  H.  Good,  with  the  entire  infantry 
>ni  the  marine  howitzers,  was  ordered  to  proceed 
imaiediately  to  the  head  of  Mount  Pleasant  Creek, 
^  there  establish  a  position  to  cover  the  land- 
ing of  the  cavalry  and  artillery. 

This  movement  was  executed  with  great 
pmniptoess  and  skill,  surprising  and  putting  to 
^>oht  the  rebel  pickets  on  that  creek.  Indeed, 
the  landing  of  the  troops  at  Buck  Horn  Creek, 
anil  their  rapid  movements  on  Mount  Pleasant 
Creek,  proved  to  be  most  fortunate  for  us,  such  a 
pi^xeeding  being  so  unexpected  on  the  part  of 
the  enerny  as  entirely  to  disarrange  any  plans 
they  may  have  formed  to  prevent  our  landing. 
The  pickets  retired  In  such  haste  and  trepidation 
^^  to  leave  their  camps  standing,  their  arms,  and 
even  a  great  portion  of  their  wearing  apparel  be- 
iiind  them,  and  the  men  themselves  may  thank 
tiie  intncate  nature  of  the  ground,  together  with 
their  buperior  knowledge  of  a  country  almost  im- 


practicable to  a  stranger,  that  they  effected  their 
escape. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  third,  the  command  of 
artillery  and  infantry  were  in  position,  at  the 
head  of  Mount  Pleasant  Creek,  distance  about 
two  miles  from  the  enemy's  works  on  St  John's 
Bluff.  Here  the  statements  of  those  belonging  to 
the  locality,  though  conflicting  and  unreliable  in 
the  extreme,  appeared  to  agree  in  placing  the 
strength  of  the  rebels  at  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred, cavalry  and  infantry,  in  addition  to  the 
heavy  batteries,  which  they  represented  as  con- 
taining nine  heavy  pieces,  two  of  them  being 
columbiads.  Under  these  circumstances,  I 
deemed  it  expedient  on  consultation  with  Capt 
Steedman,  United  Stales  Navy,  commanding 
naval  forces,  to  call  upon  the  garrison  of  Fernan- 
dina  for  reenforcements.  To  this  call  Col.  Rich, 
Ninth  regiment  Maine  volunteens,  commanding 
that  garrison,  responded  promptly,  by  sending 
three  hundred  men  early  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. Later  on  that  day,  from  further  informa- 
tion received.  Captain  Steedman,  at  my  request, 
sent  three  gunboats  to  feel  the  position  of  the 
rebels,  shelling  them  as  they  advanced,  when  the 
batteries  were  found  to  be  evacuated. 

After  which  Lieut  Snell,  United  States  Navy, 
sent  a  boat  ashore  and  raised  the  American  flag, 
finding  the  rebel  flag  in  the  battery — the  United 
States  steamer  Water  Witch  retaining  possession 
of  the  batteries  until  the  arrival  of  the  land  forces. 
The  command  immediately  advanced  from  the 
position  on  Mount  Pleasant  Creek,  and  occupied 
the  batteries  and  late  camps  of  the  enemy,  at 
about  eight  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  third. 
The  cavalry  not  having  landed  with  the  other 
portion  of  the  troops,  were  here  disembarked.  [ 
found  the  late  position  of  the  enemy  on  St  John's 
Bluff  to  be  one  of  great  strength,  and  possessing 
a  heavy  and  effective  armament,  with  a  good  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accom- 
panying inventory  of  ordnance  captured  —  the 
works  being  most  skilfully  and  carefully  con- 
structed, and  the  position  greatly  enhanced  by 
the  natural  advantages  of  the  ground,  it  being 
approachable  from  the  land  by  but  one  route, 
which  would  lead  the  attacking  party  through 
a  winding  ravine,  immediately  under  the  guns  of 
the  position,  and  from  the  narrowness  of  the 
channel  at  this  point,  and  the  elevation  of  the 
blufl^  rendering  the  fighting  of  the  gunboats  most 
difficult  and  dangerous. 

Most  of  the  guns  were  mounted  on  a  complete 
traverse  circle,  and,  indeed,  taking  every  thing 
into  consideration,  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a 
small  party  of  determined  men  could  have  main- 
tained this  position,  for  considerable  time,  against 
even  a  larger  force  than  was  at  my  disposal.  On 
the  day  following  my  occupation  of  these  works, 
(October  fourth,)  I  proceeded  to  dismount  the 
guns,  and  to  move  them  and  the  ammunition  on 
board  the  transport  Neptune,  which  work  was 
completed  on  the  seventh,  when  I  forwardoti 
them  to  Hilton  Head,  and  caused  the  magazines 
to  be  blown  up,  and  otherwise  destroyed  the  en- 
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tire  works  on  the  bluff.  On  first  occupying  the 
bluff,  Capt  Steedman,  with  his  gunboats,  pro- 
ceeded immediately  to  Jacksonville,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  destrt>ying  all  boats  and  otherwise  inter- 
cepting the  passage  of  the  rebel  troops  across  the 
river.  On  the  fifth,  leaving  the  work  of  removing 
the  guns  fi-om  St  John's  Bluff  to  Colonel  T.  H. 
Good,  Forty -seventh  regiment  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, my  second  in  command,  I  proceeded  up 
the  river  as  far  as  Jacksonville,  in  the  Ben  De- 
ford,  with  785  infantry. 

I  observed  a  large  quantity  of  com  and  other 
crops  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  which  it  was  at 
first  my  intention  either  to  remove  or  destroy. 
This  purpose  I  afterward  abandoned  as  imprac- 
ticable, not  having  either  forces  or  transportation 
sufficient  to  remove  it,  and  seeing  from  the  com- 
munication of  the  Major-Gcneral  Commanding 
that  he  did  not  desire  the  delay  necessary  to  de- 
stroy it.  The  rebels  had  a  light  battery  of  eight 
pieces,  and  a  position  in  readiness  to  receive  seven 
heavy  gims  at  a  place  called  Yellow  Blufi^  which 
they  appear  to  have  lately  evacuated.  Jackson- 
ville I  found  to  be  nearly  deserted,  there  being 
but  a  small  portion  of  its  inhabitants  left,  chiefly 
old  men,  women  and  children.  On  our  first  ar- 
i*ival  some  few  rebel  cavalry  were  hovering  around 
the  town,  but  they  immediately  retired  on  my 
establishing  a  picket  line.  From  the  town  and 
its  neighborhood  I  bring  with  me  several  refugees 
and  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-six  contra- 
bands, including  men,  women  and  children. 

On  the  sixth,  hearing  that  some  rebel  steamers 
were  secreted  in  the  creek  up  the  river,  I  sent  the 
Darlington,  with  one  hundred  men  of  the  Forty - 
seventh  regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  in 
charge  of  Captain  Yard,  with  two  twenty-four 
pound  light  howitzers  and  a  crew  of  twenty -five 
men,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Williams, 
United  States  Navy,  and  a  convoy  of  gunboats, 
to  cut  them  off.  This  party  returned  on  the 
morning  of  the  ninth  with  the  rebel  steamer  Gov- 
ernor Milton,  which  they  captured  in  a  creek 
about  two  hundred  and  thirty  miles  up  the  river, 
and  about  twenty-seven  miles  from  the  town  of 
Enterprise.  Lieut  Bacon,  my  Aid-de-Camp,  ac- 
companied the  expedition.  Finding  that  the  Cos- 
mopolitan, which  had  been  sent  to  Hilton  Head 
for  provisions,  had  so  injured  herself  in  returning 
across  the  bar  as  to  be  temporarily  unfit  for  ser- 
vice, I  sent  the  Seventh  regiment  Connecticut 
volunteers  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  steamer  Boston, 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  seventh  instant,  with  the 
request  that  she  might  be  returned  to  assist  in 
the  transportation  to  Hilton  Head  of  the  remain- 
ing portion  of  my  command.  On  the  return  of 
the  successful  expedition  after  the  rebel  steamers, 
on  the  ninth,  I  proceeded  with  that  portion  of 
my  command  to  St  John^s  Blufl^  awaiting  the 
return  of  the  Boston.  On  the  eleventh  instant  I 
emb.'irked  the  section  of  First  Connecticut  light 
battery,  with  their  guns,  horses,  etc.,  and  one 
company  of  the  Forty-seventh  regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  on  board  the  steamer  Darling- 
ton, sending  them  to  Hilton  Head  vid  Fernandina, 
Florida. 


On  the  eleventh,  the  Boston  having  returned, 
I  embarked  myself,  with  the  last  remaining  por- 
tion of  my  command,  except  one  company  of  the 
Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  left  to 
assist  and  protect  the  Cosmopolitan,  for  Hilton 
Head,  S.  C,  on  the  twelfth  instant,  and  arrived 
at  that  place  on  the  thirteenth  instant  The  cap- 
tured steamer  Governor  Milton  I  left  in  chaip*  of 
Capt  Steedman,  United  States  Navy.  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  troops  in  this  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, from  their  being  in  separate  and  distinct 
companies,  have  not  sufficient  organization  or 
determination,  to  attempt  to  sustain  any  one  po- 
sition, but  seem  rather  to  devote  themselves  to  a 
system  of  guerrilla  warfare,  as  was  exemplified 
in  our  advance  on  St  John^s  Blufl^  where,  even 
after  the  evacuation  of  the  fort,  they  continued  to 
appear  pn  our  flank  and  in  our  front,  but  as  they 
seemed  to  fear  a  too  near  approach,  their  fire  was 
never  effective.  The  gunboats  rendered  great 
and  valuable  assistance  during  this  expedition, 
and  high  praise  is  due  to  their  commander,  Ctpt 
Charles  Steedman,  United  States  Navy,  for  the 
prompt  and  energetic  manner  in  which  he  entered 
into  every  scheme  for  the  reduction  of  the  ene- 
my, and  the  destruction  of  their  works ;  and  the 
zeal  and  activity  with  which  he  personally  super- 
intended every  detail  of  his  portion  of  the  duties ; 
and  further  for  his  generous  assistance  in  reliev- 
ing the  transport  Cosmopolitan. 

I  ascertained  at  Jacksonville  that  the  enemy 
commenced  evacuating  the  bluff  immediately  after 
the  surprise  of  their  picket  near  Mount  Pleasant 
Creek  on  the  third  instant  It  afibrds  me  pleas- 
ure to  state  that  the  most  perfect  harmony  and 
good  feeling  existed  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  service,  in  every  respect,  doubtless  owing  to 
the  gallant  and  gentlemanly  conduct  of  the  com- 
mander of  the  naval  forces. 

The  troops  under  my  command  showed  great 
energy,  zeal  and  activity,  and  a  desire  to  meet 
the  enemy,  but  the  latter  were  too  fleet  for  them. 
I  doubt  not  they  will  give  a  good  account  of  them- 
selves when  the  opportunity  offers. 

I  am  much  indebted  to  my  Staff,  Captain  L.  J. 
Lambert,  A.A.G.,  Capt.  I.  Cor}'ell,  A.Q.M.,  Lieu- 
tenants J.  y.  Germain  and  G.  W.  Bacon,  Aids- 
de-Camp,  for  their  zeal,  energy  and  attention  to 
theu*  duties  during  the  entire  expedition,  particu- 
larly the  three  latter  officers,  who  were  ahvays 
ready  at  all  times  for  any  duty.  To  Capt  Cory- 
ell, A.Q.M.2  the  Qtiartcrmaster  Department  owes 
much  for  his  untiring  energy  and  activity  in  giv- 
ing his  valuable  assistance  to  the  transport  Co-^ 
mopolitan  after  her  accident  I  am  also  under 
obligation  to  Capt  A.  P.  Rockwell,  First  Connec- 
ticut light  battery,  who  acted  as  additional  Aid- 
de-Camp,  and  to  the  officers  of  the  signal  corps 
Lieutenants  G.  H.  Hill  and  F.  E.  Town,  who  per- 
formed their  duties  with  great  satisfaction  to  me 
and  to  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel,  most  respect- 
fully, 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Branvak, 

Brigadier-General  ComaattDdinf> 
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0APTAI3f    GODOITS    OFFICIAL    RKPOBT. 

UwmD  Strm  Simum  Ysbmomt,     ) 
Pom  Rotal  H▲mBOl^  &  C,  October  6»  1602.  f 

Sn :  Tbe  Department  is  doubtless  aware  that 
in  attack  bj  tl^e  rebels  had  been  made  some  time 
since  od  the  gunboats  employed  on  the  inside 
blockade  of  St  John's  River. 

A  battery  bad  been  erected  on  the  St  John's 
Bluffs,  and  heavy  guns  planted,  which  kept  those 
small  vessels  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  May- 
port  Mills. 

Commander  Steedman,  with  a  large  force,  had 
been  ordered  by  Admiral  Bu  Pont  to  look  to  this. 
Having  approached  the  fort  and  felt  its  troops,  he 
orged  that  troops  might  be  sent  to  aid  in  secur- 
ing tbe  garrison  when  the  battery  should  be  si- 
lenced by  ihe  gunboats,  and  to  alter  the  insolent 
tone  of  the  rebel  military  authority  in  that  quar- 
ter. 

Gen.  Mitchel,  with  his  characteristic  prompti- 
tude, detailed  a  suitable  force  for  the  purpose, 
ander  Gea  Brannan,  which  sailed  hence  on  the 
thirtieth  ultimo. 

1  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  the  Department 
that  I  have  just  received  the  report  of  Commander 
Steedman,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  the  co- 
operation force  under  General  Brannan  having 
arriTed  and  landed  with  great  promptitude,  the 
gunboats  advanced,  and  after  a  spirited,  and,  as 
it  seems,  well-directed  fire,  silenced  the  battery, 
vhich  was  then  occupied  by  our  force. 

The  rebels  seem  to  have  retired  in  much  haste, 
leaving  guns,  (nine  in  number,  some  of  which 
were  eight-inch^  and  two  four  and  one  half  inch 
rifles,)  munitions,  provisions,  and  camp  equipage. 

This  success  has  been  without  loss  on  our 
side. 

The  vessels  then  ascended  the  St  John^s  to 
Jacksonville,  and  there  learned  that  the  rebel 
fi)roes  bad  retreated  beyond  that  point. 

We  retain  possession  of  St  John's  Itiver  as  far 
as  Jacksonville. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant^ 

Wm.  GoDOJf, 
f^pffa  Commanding  8<rath-Ailantie  Bqoadron. 

Hon.  GtDBON  Welles, 

Steretary  of  tfa«  Nary,  Washington  Gi^. 

ACOOCNT   BT  A  PARTIGIPANT. 

BTBAJtaa  Bn  Dbvord,  St.  Johx^b  Ritkii,  Fla.,  ) 
Saturday,  October  4— p.m.     ) 


The  military  portion  of  the  expedition,  under 
command  of  Brig. -Gen.  J.  M,  Brannan,  embarked 
u  Hilton  Head,  on  the  utemoon  of  September 
thirtieth,  on  the  steamers  Ben  Deford,  Cosmopoli- 
tan, and  Boston,  accompanied  by  a  smaller  steam- 
er, the  Neptune,  which  transported  scows  and 
hoat»  for  landing  purposes.  Before  leaving  the 
wharf  the  troops  listened  to  a  few  pithy  words 
from  Gen.  Mitchel,  In  which  he  reminded  them 
that  this  was  the  fiist  movement  of  his  planning 
in  this  department^  and  that  they  were  compli- 
nvented  in  being  chosen  to  carry  it  out  He  ex- 
pcctc*  them  to  accomplish  all  that  they  under- 
took, and,  no  matter  how  insignificant  might  be 


the  object  to  be  achieved,  when  it  was  a  matter 
of  duty,  it  became  of  great  importance.  Glory, 
to  any  groat  depth,  might  not  cover  them  if  they 
were  successful ;  but  an  infinite  amount  of  dis- 
grace would  attach  to  them  should  they  fail.  If 
possible,  the  enemy  was  to  be  captured  and 
brought  back;  but  on  no  account  must  they 
return  without  bringing  back  or  destroying  the 
guns. 

Fourteen  hours  of  pleasant  weather  and  slow 
steaming  carried  us  to  St  John^s  bar,  where  we 
were  delayed  until  midday  of  the  first  for  high- 
water — the  detention  allowing  the  Cosmopolitan 
to  run  back  as  far  as  Femandina  for  the  little 
steamer  Darlington,  which  was  needed  to  assist 
in  debarking  the  troops,  and  also  affording  an  op- 
portunity of  consultation  as  to  the  plan  of  attack 
between  Gen.  Brannan  and  Capt  Steedman,  of 
the  gunboat  Paul  Jones,  commanding  the  naval 
force.  And  here  I  may  as  well  enumerate  our 
strength.  •  Gen.  Brannan's  command  was  mado 
up  of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment, 
Col.  Good ;  the  Seventh  Connecticut,  CoL  Haw- 
ley  ;  a  section  of  the  First  Connecticut  battery 
and  a  company  of  cavalry  ;  and  Capt  Steedman 
had  the  gunboats  Cimerone,  Water  Witch  and 
Uncas,  besides  his  own  vessel,  the  Paul  Jones. 

In  the  afternoon,  early,  transports  and  gun- 
boats were  all  inside  the  bar,  anchored  in  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  directly  opposite  Mavport 
Mills,  a  small  timber  village,  situated  upon  a  Dluff. 
A  couple  of  miles  beyond,  up  the  stream,  where 
the  ground  is  still  more  elevated,  we  saw  the 
rebel  flag,  indicating  the  position  of  their  batteries, 
and  the  Cimerone,  Water  Witch  and  Uncas  were 
despatched  to  reconnoitre,  executing  their  work 
handsomely,  drawing  the  enemy*s  fire  from  three 
points ;  the  former  vessel  planting  some  shells 
directly  into  the  batteries,  in  return  Ibr  the  heavy 
shot  they  sent  very  near,  but  not  near  enough  to 
strike.  This  **  feeling'*  process  was  undertaken 
upon  the  supposition  that  the  enemy  had  skedad- 
dled, it  having  been  observed  that  in  the  morning 
as  soon  as  our  transports  came  in  sight,  a  flag  of 
distress  was  hoisted  from  one  of  the  batteries, 
which  brought  down  a  steamer  from  Jacksonville, 
and  she  soon  went  back  with  what  looked  to  be 
a  portion  of  the  garrison. 

Finding  that  a  fight  was  offered,  the  work  of 
landing  the  troops  was  at  once  begun,  by  means 
of  the  scows  and  boats — a  very  tedious  and  diffi- 
cult labor.  A  portion  of  the  force  was  sent  by 
water  through  Buckhorn  Creek,  where  they  de- 
barked on  the  mainland,  under  the  protection  of 
the  gunboats,  with  a  view  of  intercepting  the  ene- 
my's retreat,  and  the  remainder  stopped  at  May- 
port  Mills.  It  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
third,  in  spite  of  most  determined  hurrying,  and 
in  the  midst  of  a  continued  rain,  thtit  the  troops, 
horses,  and  artillery,  were  got  safely  ashore,  in- 
cluding two  twelve-pound  ho^witzers  from  the  Paul 
Jones,  and  one  from  the  Cimerone,  worked  by 
marines,  which  were  placed  under  Gen.  Brannan's 
ordefs. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  second  we  made 
prisoner  of  a  Mr.  Parsons,  owner  of  the  Mayport 
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lumber-mill,  and  one  of  his  negroes,  but  Parsons 
was  60  thoroughly  a  rebel,  that  no  threats  could 
induce  him  to  give  information. 

Just  as  the  landing  was  finished,  and  the  troops 
were  about  to  move  to  the  attack,  word  came  from 
the  gunboats,  which  had  gone  on  a  second  recon- 
noissance  of  the  batteries,  that  the  rebels  had 
vacated  The  soldiers  were  pushed  forward,  how- 
ever, and  soon  reached  the  works,  finding  them 
already  in  possession  of  Lieut.  Snell,  command- 
ing the  Hale.  As  I  have  before  mentioned,  there 
were  eight  guns  mounted — ^all  heavy  columbiads, 
and  two  rifled  pieces — in  perfect  condition,  loaded 
and  ready  for  use.  Another  columbiad  was  not 
yet  upon  its  carriage.  Besides  the  guns  were  a 
quantity  of  good  ammunition,  small  arms,  etc. 

It  is  conjectured  that  the  rebels  were  twelve 
hundred  strong,  and  they  held  the  fort,  expecting 
reenforcements,  until,  finding  our  troops  getting 
in  their  rear,  they  fled  at  the  last  moment 

The  Paul  Jones  and  Hale  at  once  steamed  with- 
out opposition  up  to  Jacksonville,  where  they 
anchored,  remaining  all  night  The  citizens  most- 
ly continued  at  their  houses,  but  no  intercourse 
was  had  with  them.  After  destroying  the  ferry 
at  the  town  and  taking  the  ferryman  prisoner,  the 
Paul  Jones  returned,  leaving  the  Water  Witch, 
which  had  come  up  later,  and  the  Hale  to  inter- 
cept the  rebel  escape  in  that  direction. 

I  send  this  to  Hilton  Head  by  the  steamer  Cos- 
mopolitan, whose  departure  hence  is  unexpected, 
and  leaves  me  with  only  time  to  send  you  a  hur- 
ried letter.  I  may  have  to  inform  you  m  my  next 
of  the  capture  of  an  entire  Georgia  regiment  and 
many  guerrillas,  who  still  remain,  we  suppose,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  and  cannot  cross,  as 
our  gunboats  command  every  ferry,  and  have  de- 
stroyed all  the  boats,  excepting  those  we  require 
ourselves. 

The  rebels  were  commanded  by  Finegan,  of 
Fernandina,  owner  of  considerable  property  there, 
and  very  jealous  of  the  more  prosperous  town  of 
Jacksonville.  It  is  thought  by  the  people  of  Jack- 
sonville that  he  **got  up"  the  batteries  and  made 
show  of  fighting  in  order  to  provoke  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  town,  and  thus  increase  the  value 
of  his  own  village  lots.  Such  patriotism  is  the 
gfbwth  of  rebellion. 

Signal-Officers  G.  H.  Hill  and  F.  £.  Town  ac- 
companied Gen.  Brannan,  and  the  usefulness  of 
Myer's  admirable  system  of  telegraphing  was 
again  demonstrated  by  prompt  communication  be- 
tween the  naval  and  military  commandants. 

X.  L.  T. 


Doc.  7. 
THE    OPERATIONS   IN   TEXAS. 

BBARrAOBORAL    FARRAGUT^S    REPORT. 

Flag-Ship  Habttoiid,     ) 
PnmAOOLA  Bat,  October  15, 1802. ) 

Sir  :  I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  Galveston, 
Corpus  Christi,  and  Sabine  City,  and  the  adjacent 
waters,  are  now  in  our  possession. 

A  short  time  since  I  sent  down  the  coast  oT 


Texas  a  volunteer  lieutenant,  J.  W.  Kittredge, 
with  the  bark  Arthur,  the  little  steamer  Sa- 
chem, and  a  launch,  with  which  force  he  said  he 
would  take  Corpus  Christi  and  the  waters  adja- 
cent, from  whence  we  heard  of  so  many  small 
craft  running  to  Havana.  He  succeeded  veiy 
well,  took  the  place,  made  several  captures,  and 
compelled  the  enemy  to  bum  several  of  their  ves- 
sels ;  but  on  one  occasion,  venturing  on  shore 
with  his  small  boat,  ho  was  surrounded  and 
taken  prisoner  and  carried  to  Houston,  wliere 
they  paroled  him  on  condition  that  he  should  go 
North  and  not  serve  until  regularly  exchanged. 
He  returned  here  in  the  Arthur,  and  I  shall  send 
him  North  in  the  Rhode  Island. 

I  next  sent  the  Kensington,  Acting  Master  F. 
Crocker,  commanding,  with  the  Rachel  Seaman, 
and  a  launch,  with  a  howitzer,  to  Sabine  Pass. 

He,  too,  succeeded  welL  He  found  at  the  bar 
one  of  the  mortar-schooners — Henry  James,  Act- 
ing Master  Lewis  Pennington,  commanding— 
whom  he  invited  to  take  part  with  him,  which  he 
did,  and,  according  to  Acting  Master  Crocker  s 
report,  performed  his  duty  with  great  credit,  as 
wul  be  seen  by  the  report  herewith  enclosed. 
They  took  the  fort  and  are  still  going  ahead  fine- 
ly, having  taken  several  pnzes,.one  of  which  ar- 
rived here  yesterday  with  despatche.^. 

I  next  sent  Commander  W.  B.  Renshaw,  with 
the  gunboats  Owasco,  Harriet  Lane,  Clifton,  and 
Westfield,  to  take  Galveston,  which  he  did  in  the 
shortest  time,  and  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 
It  appears  that  the  first  shot  from  the  Owasco 
exploded  directly  over  the  heads  of  the  men  at 
and  around  the  big  gun,  (their  main  reliance,) 
and  the  enemy  left  A  flag  of  truce  was  hoisted 
and  the  preliminaries  arranged  for  a  surrender, 
which  took  place  on  the  ninth  instant  The  re- 
ports will  give  you  all  the  particulars. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  D.  G.  Farkauct, 

Rear  Admiral,  Commanding  West  Onlf  SqoftdroD. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy,  WaBhlogton. 

ACTING    MASTER    CR0CK£R*8    REPORT. 

U.  S.  SnAMKK  Kn[8tii«raa.    1 
PBHSACOLA  Bat,  October  SA,  1868.  | 

Sir  :  In  continuation  of  my  reports  from  Sabine 
Pass,  sent  by  the  prize  schooners  Adventure  and 
West  Florida  I  have  the  honor  now  to  state  that 
on  the  thirteenth  instant  I  sent  the  Kensington 
on  her  way  to  the  Rio  Grande,  under  command 
of  Acting  Master  Taylor,  there  to  water  the  Al- 
batross, in  obedience  to  your  orders,  and  also  to 
water  the  other  vessels  blockading  on  the  Texan 
coast 

The  next  day  I  commenced  to  prepare  an  ex- 
pedition to  destroy  the  large  railroad  britige  at 
Taylor*s  Bayou.  The  expedition  I  had  before 
sent,  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Penning- 
ton, of  the  mortar-schooner  Henry  Jones,  having 
failed,  at  which  the  newspapers  above  exultetl, 
while  the*  enemy's  troops  immediately  occupied 
it,  and  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  were 
placed  there  to  guard  it 

I  put  the  Rachel  Seaman's  twenty-pound  Par- 
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nit  gun  and  my  heavy  tweWe-pound  boat  howit- 
zer on  the  prize  steamer  Dan,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fifteenth,  with  the  schooner  Velocity 
in  tow,  carrying  the  Kensington's  thirty-pound 
PaiTott,  I  start^  to  attack  the  enemy. 

In  crossing  the  bar  to  enter  the  lake  the 
schooner  grounded,  and  I  left  her,  pushing  on 
with  the  steamer  and  a  crew  of  twenty-five  men 
only.  The  enemy  were  posted  behind  a  high 
and  strong  embankment,  and  a  force  of  cavalry 
ind  field-artillery  were  drawn  up  on  the  prairie, 
a  little  back. 

As  soon  as  we  came  within  range  with  the 
PuTott,  we  opened  on  them  with  shell,  to  draw 
their  fire,  if  they  had  any  heavy  artillery ;  but 
they  did  not  reply,  and  we  continued  the  fire, 
Hearing  them  rapidJy  until  our  boat  howitzer, 
with  two-seoond  shrapnel,  had  them  nicely  in 
range,  when  the  schooner  grounded.  A  very 
few  rounds  gave  the  exact  devation,  when  the 
enemy  broke  and  fled  in  confusion  toward  the 
carilry  and  a  train  of  cars  which  had  in  the 
mean  thne  arrived  from  Beaumont  with  reen- 
fofctmtntR, 

I  immediately  sent  two  boats*  crews  to  destroy 
the  bridge,  while  we  shelled  the  prairie  and  the 
ah.  We  hit  the  train,  and  compelled  it  and  the 
troops  to  fall  back,  after  some  time  spent  in  re- 
ptiring  the  cars. 

The  two  boats*  crews,  under  command  of  Mas- 
ter Mate  Jannin,  of  the  Rachel  Seaman,  and  Sec- 
ond Assistant  Engineer  O'Connor,  of  the  Ken- 
sington, did  their  work  in  the  most  complete 
manner.  They  entirely  destroyed  the  bridge, 
thug  preventing  the  transportation  of  heavy  ar- 
tillery to  Sabine  Pass,  and  also  burned  all  the 
enemy's  barracks,  and  also  the  schooners  Stone- 
wall and  Lone  Star. 

While  they  were  at  work  the  enemy's  cavalry 
Bttde  a  charge  on  them,  but  the  well-cQrected  fire 
from  the  steamer  repulsed  them,  and  the  work 
Vis  done  at  our  leisure.  Returning  to  the 
schooner,  we  towed  her  afloat,  and  arrived  back 
at  the  Pass  the  next  morning. 

All  that  day,  the  sixteenth,  we  spent  in  pre- 
paring to  attack  a  cavalry  encampment  situated 
about  five  miles  back  from  the  town  of  Sabine, 
the  pickets  from  which  had  been  a  continual  an- 
noyance to  us. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  with  a 
pirty  of  fifty  men  and  a  light  boat  howitzer,  we 
commenced  oar  march  for  the  encampment,  drir- 
ing  in  the  pickets  as  we  advanced.  They  retreat- 
^  before  us,  gradually  increasing  in  number, 
ontil  we  reached  nearly  to  their  encampment, 
vhere  they  made  a  stand ;  upon  which  we  start- 
^  toward  them  on  the  double-quick  until  we 
came  within  the  range  with  our  howitzer,  when 
*o  unlimbered  and  gave  it  to  them.  The  enemy 
immediately  broke  and  fled  into  the  chapparaL 
We  immediately  burned  all  their  encampment, 
consisting  of  fourteen  houses  and  stables,  and 
then  nATched  leisurely  back  to  our  steamer. 

1  cannot  speak  in  too  high  praise  of  the  steadi- 
oesB  and  coolness  of  my  officers  and  men.  They 
appeared  aa  if  on  parade.    I  deeiro  to  make  es- 


pecial mention  of  Acting  Master  Mate  Jannin,  of 
the  Rachel  Seaman,  and  Second  Assistant  £ngi* 
neer  O'Connor,  of  this  ship,  both  of  whom  I  re- 
commend strongly  for  promotion  for  their  gallan- 
try, and  also  for  their  professional  qualifications 
and  character. 

On  the  eighteenth  the  Kensington  returned, 
having  obeyed  your  orders  down  the  coast,  and 
on  the  nineteenth,  with  a  number  of  refugees 
who  had  fled  to  us  for  protection,  I  started  for 
the  South- West  Pass,  where  I  landed  them  on  the 
twenty-first,  in  care  of  Gapt  Weeks  of  the  Pam- 
pero. 

I  left  the  Rachel  Seaman  at  Sabine  Pass,  and 
also  the  Velocity,  with  the  Kensington's  Parrott 
gun,  and  the  prize  steamer  Dan,  with  the  heavy 
howitzer,  and  about  thirty  of  the  Kensington's 
men,  all  under  command  of  Acting  Master  Ham- 
mond, of  the  Kensington,  who  has  accompanied 
me  on  all  my  expeditions,  and  distinguished  him- 
self by  his  coolness  and  bravery  on  idl  occasions. 

Gapt  Hooper  has  rendered  me  the  most  im- 
portant and  efficient  aid  on  all  occasions,  while 
all  the  officers  and  men  remaining  on  board  the 
Kensington  have  performed  their  greatly  increas- 
ed duties  with  the  utmost  cheerfulness,  regretting 
only  that  they  also  could  not  have  been  spared 
to  help  us  on  shore. 

On  the  twenty-third  I  supplied  water  to  the 
vessels  at  Ship  Island,  on  the  twentv-tbird  re- 
ported to  Com.  Bell  at  Mobile,  and  arrived  off 
this  port  last  night 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  ser- 
vant^ Frederick  Crocker, 

Acting  Bfaiter  Commanding. 

To  Rear- Admiral  D.  G.  Farragitt, 

Commanding  W.  G.  Squadron. 


Doc.  8. 


THE    WANTS    OP  THE   REBEL  ARBiY. 

APPKAL    OF    OOVERNOR  VANCE    TO  THE    PEOPLE  OF 

NORTH-CAROLINA. 

After  the  most  strenuous  exertions  on  the  part 
of  its  officers,  the  State  finds  it  impossible  to 
clothe  and  shoe  our  soldiers  without  again  appeal- 
ing to  that  overflowing  fountain  of  generosity — 
the  private  contributions  of  our  people.  The  rig- 
ors of  winter  are  approaching,  our  soldiers  are 
already  suffering,  and  must  suffer  more  if  our 
sympathies  are  not  practical  and  active.  The 
quartermaster's  department  is  laboring  fiiithfully 
to  provide  for  them ;  but  owing  to  speculation 
and  extortion,  will  fall  short  The  deficiency 
must  be  supplied  by  the  people.  We  shall  have 
an  active  winter  campaigu,  and  how  can  our 
troops,  if  ragged,  cold,  and  barefoot,  contend  with 
the  splendidly  equipped  columns  of  the  enemy  f 

The  articles  most  needed,  and  which  the  State 
finds  it  most  difficult  to  supply,  are  shoes,  socks, 
and  blankets,  though  drawers,  shirts,  and  pants 
would  be  gladly  received.  If  every  farmer  who 
has  hides  tanning  would  agree  to  spare  one  pair 
of  shoes,  and  if  every  mother  in  North-Garolina 
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would  knit  one  strong  pair  of  either  thick  cotton 
or  woollen  socks  for  the  army,  they  would  be 
abundantly  supplied.  A  great  lot  of  blankets  also 
might  yet  be  spared  from  private  use,  and  thou- 
sands could  be  made  from  the  carpets  upon  our 
parlor-floors.  With  good  warm  houses  and  cot- 
ton bed-clothing,  we  can  certainly  get  through  the 
winter  much  better  than  the  soldiers  can,  with 
all  the  blankets  we  can  give  them. 

The  colonels  of  militia  regiments  throughout 
the  State  are  hereby  appointed  agents  for  the  pur- 
chase and  collection  of  all  such  articles  as  can  be 
spared  by  our  people,  who,  through  their  respec- 
tive captains,  are  ordered  immediately  to  canvass 
every  county  and  visit  every  citizen  in  their  beats 
for  this  purpose.  A  liberal  price  will  be  paid  for 
every  thing  where  the  owner  feels  that  he  or  she 
is  not  able  to  donate  it,  and  active  agents  will 
immediately  forward  them  to  our  suffering  regi- 
ments. Expenses  will  be  allowed  the  ofiBcers 
engaged  in  this  duty,  and  transportation  furnished 
the  colonels  or  their  agents  to  bring  the  articles 
to  Raleigh. 

And  now,  my  countrymen  and  women,  if  you 
have  any  thing  to  spare  for  the  soldier,  in  his 
name  I  appeal  to  you  for  it.  Do  not  let  the  spec- 
ulator have  it,  though  he  offer  you  enormous 
prices ;  spurn  him  from  your  door,  and  say  to  him 
that  our  brave  defenders  have  need  for  it,  and 
shall  have  it  without  passing  through  his  greedy 
fingers.  Do  not  place  yourselves  among  the  ex- 
tortioners— they  are  the  vilest  and  most  cowardly 
of  all  our  country's  enemies ;  and  when  this  war 
is  ended,  and  people  come  to  view  the  matter  in 
its  proper  light,  you  will  find  that  the  most  de- 
tested tories  are  more  respected  than  they.  When 
they  tempt  you  with  higher  prices  than  the  State 
offers,  just  think  for  a  moment  of  the  soldier,  and 
what  he  is  doing  for  you.  Remember,  when  you 
sit  down  by  the  bright  and  glowing  fire,  that  the 
soldier  is  sitting  upon  the  cold  earth  ;  that  in  the 
wind  which  is  whistling  so  fearfully  over  your 
roof,  only  making  you  feel  the  more  comfortable 
because  it  harms  you  not,  he  is  shivering  in  dark- 
ness on  the  dangerous  outpost,  or  shuddering 
through  the  dreary  hours  of  his  watch.  Remem- 
ber that  when  you  come  forth  in  the  morning  well 
fed  and  warmly  clad,  leading  your  families  to- 
ward the  spot  where  the  blessed  music  of  the 
Sabbath  bells  tells  you  of  the  peaceful  worship 
of  the  God  of  peace,  the  soldier  is  going  forth  at 
the  same  moment,  perhaps,  half  fed,  after  a  night 
of  shivering  and  suffering,  to  where  the  roar  of 
artillery  and  shout  of  battle  arnounce  that  he  is 
to  die  that  your  peace  and  safety  may  be  pre- 
served. Oh !  remember  these  things,  generous 
and  patriotic  people  of  North-Carolina,  and  give 
fi^eely  of  your  perishable  goods  to  those  who  are 
giving  all  that  mortal  man  can  give  for  your  safety 
and  your  rights.    . 

A.  B.  Yakcb. 

Balbqii,  October  IS,  1809. 


Doc.  9. 
GENERAL   STAHEL'S    RECONNOISSANCE. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  8AGKETT. 
HsiDQUAKTEiui  NmTR  Nkw-Yobk  Cavalkt,  ) 

GXHTRKTILLK,  TJl.,  OctobCT  19,  1S62.      f 

Brigadier- General  Stdhsl^   Commanding  lint 

Division  Eleventh  Army  Corps  : 

Sir  :  In  accordance  wid^  orders  received  from 
headquarters  First  division  at  ten  o'clock  a.x., 
October  fifteenth,  I  marched  to  Chantillv,  and 
sent  a  patrol  under  Capt.  Ayres  through  Frjing 
Pan  toward  Leesburgh.  I  then  advanced  with 
my  main  force  on  Little  River  turnpike  to  Green 
Springs  Cross-Roads,  and  sent  Captain  Hanlcy  to 
Aldie  to  join  the  picket  who  had  sent  for  reen- 
foroements.  As  per  order,  I  remained  here  in 
command  of  the  Ninth  New-York  and  Fu^t  New- 
Jersey  cavalry  until  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth 
instant  At  one  o'clock  a.m.,  Captain  Ayres  re- 
turned with  his  detachment,  having  patrolled  the 
country  thoroughly  to  within  three  miles  of  Lees- 
burgh, but  found  nothing  of  the  enemy.  About 
nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth  in- 
stant, I  proceeded  toward  Aldie,  and  when  near 
there  I  threw  out  patrols  and  pickets  in  the  dif- 
ferent roads,  and  a  detachment,  under  Lieutenant 
Burrows,  to  Middleburgh,  and  a  detachment,  un- 
der Capt  Hanley,  five  miles  out  on  the  Winches- 
ter turnpike,  where  they  remained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  seventeenth  instant,  while  I  staid  with 
the  main  force  at  Aldie.  During  the  night  Cap- 
tain Hanley  came  upon  a  small  party  of  the  en- 
emy and  captured  one  of  them — his  horse  having 
been  shot  under  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  instant,  in 
accordance  with  orders  received  from  yourself  I 
sent  a  detachment  of  the  Sixth  Ohio  cavalrr, 
which  had  joined  me  the  night  before,  with  orders 
to  go  to  Gainesville,  push  on  to  New-Bidtimore, 
patrol  to  Thoroughfare  Gap,  keep  up  communi- 
cation with  the  (White)  Plains,  where  you  would 
be  with  your  command ;  and  having  sent  out 
Capt  Hanley  on  an  expedition,  I  then  proceeded 
through  Middleburgh  toward  Paris,  having  thrown 
a  detachment,  under  Lieutenant  Dickson,  forward 
through  Upperville  toward  Paris,  who  succeeded 
in  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  capturing 
one  trooper,  with  his  horse,  etc  At  Rectors 
Cross-Roads  I  turned  to  the  left,  and  marched  to 
Rector ;  on  the  road,  captured  and  paroled  two 
confederate  soldiers.  I  then  marched  to  Salem ; 
on  the  road,  overtook  a 'funeral  procession,  with 
three  of  Stuart's  cavalry  in  full  uniform  as  mourn- 
ers. Upon  their  word  of  honor  not  to  try  to  es- 
cape, I  allowed  them  to  pass  unmolested  to  Saicin, 
where  part  of  my  command  would  be.  I  chaip^ 
the  town  of  Salem,  and  captured  four  rebel  cav- 
alrymen, horses,  etc. ;  threw  my  patrols  out  on 
all  the  roads,  and  paroled  about  sixty  of  the  ene- 
my's sick  and  stragglers. 

I  here  sent  a  detachment  under  Sergeant  Strong 
to  the  Plains,  with  orders  to  send  a  patrol  on  to 
and  through  Thoroughfare  Gap.  The  funeral 
procession,  which  I  overtook  on  the  road,  being 
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now  on  their  way  home,  I  took  prisoners  the 
ctraibyiDen  who  were  with  it  Staid  here  until 
nine  or  ten  o*clock  p.m.,  when,  upon  the  passage 
of  yourself  and  main  body  through  the  town 
toward  White  Plains,  I  withdrew  mj  pickets  and 
followed  as  a  rear-guard.  Haying  arrived  at  White 
Plains  about  one  o'clock  a.ic.,  could  find  or  hear 
nothing  of  the  detachment  of  Sixth  Ohio  cayalry 
who  were  ordered  to  keep  up  communication  with 
this  place.  I  encamped  for  the  night  with  the 
rest  of  the  force. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth,  I  received 
information  that  our  train,  with  an  escort  of  thirty 
men  from  my  regiment,  had  been  captured,  and 
that  our  pickets  at  Thoroughfare  Gap  were  driven 
io,  and  one  of  my  men  shot.  Our  whole  force 
marching  through  Thoroughfare  Gap,  Hay  market, 
and  Gainesville,  toward  Warrenton,  I  followed  as 
rear-guard,  patrolling  all  the  roads  thoroughly. 
A  detachment  under  Lieut  Burrows  ran  into  the 
enemy's  pickets  on^the  New-Baltimore  road,  run- 
ning from  the  west  side  of  Thoroughfare  Gap. 
ArriTlng  at  Grainesville,  I  was  ordered  to  hold  that 
jylace  while  the  main  force  advanced  toward  War- 
renton,  which  I  did.  The  force  that  went  toward 
Warrenton  having  returned  about  eight  or  nine 
o*clock  p.x.,  I  withdrew  my  pickets,  and  again 
followed  as  rear-guard,  and  arrived  at  Gentreville 
al>out  midnight.  Having  arrived  at  Gentreville, 
I  found  that  Lieutenant  Baldwin,  of  my  regiment, 
with  a  detachment  of  thirty-two  men  oi-dered  from 
headquarters  Sixth  Ohio  cavalry  (Gol.  Loyd)  to 
escort  a  train  to  Haymarket,  or  from  there  to  the 
detachment  under  Gen.  Stahel — that  they  reached 
Haymarket  —  that  while  there,  about  daylight, 
one  of  his  videttes,  posted  in  his  rear  toward  Cen- 
trerille,  reported  a  large  body  of  cavalry  coming ; 
the  Lieutenant  replied,  ^*  It  is  probably  our  own 
troops,'*  but  ordenid  bis  men  to  mount,  and  sent 
a  sei^nt  to  investigate.  The  sergeant  proceeded, 
and  as  he  arrived  at  the  top  of  a  hill  but  a  short 
distance  from  the  camp,  saw  the  enemy  before 
him  six  or  seven  hundred  strong.  The  enemy 
immediately  charged  after  him  and  down  through 
the  camp.  The  Lieutenant  ordered  his  men  to 
Mreat  toward  White  Plains,  where  Gen.  Stahel 
then  was,  but  through  the  superiority  of  the  ene- 
my's numbers  and  horses  but  nine  men,  that  I 
tnow  of^  escaped,  two  of  them  badly  wounded. 

I  am,  Generai,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
KTvan^  Wh.  Sackett, 

Ueutenant'GokMiel  Oommaiidlag  Ninth  New-Tork  Cavalry. 

NEW-TORK  "TRIBUNE*'  ACOOUNT. 

Faivax  GouftT-Hocai,  October  19, 1808. 

When  it  became  known  that  Gen.  Stuart  with 
hi?  rebel  cavalry  had  crossed  the  Potomac,  near 
Leesburgh,  the  reconnoissance,  of  which  particu- 
Urs  have  been  telegraphed,  was  sent  out  to  as- 
certain his  whereabouts  and  the  condition  of  his 
troops.  The  report  was  that  he  had  left  Lees- 
burgh  Monday  afltfkiioon,  proceeding  toward 
Winchester,  that  his  troops  were  broken  down 
ftnd  his  horses  worn  out,  and  his  progress  must 
naturally  be  slow.  It  was  therefore  determined 
to  attempt  the  capture  of  the  whole  or  a  part  of 


his  forces.  For  this  purpose  a  force  of  cavalry 
under  CoL  Wyndham  of  the  New^ersey  cavalry, 
was  sent  out  by  General  Bayard  at  the  request  of 
General  Sigel,  to  be  joined  to  our  cavalry,  which 
had  been  advanced  to  Chantilly.  The  force  under 
Colonel  Wyndham  reached  Fairfax  Wednesday 
night,  and  immediately  proceeded  to  Chantilly, 
where  they  were  to  await  oi'ders  from  General 
Stahel.  Encamping  at  this  place,  they  were 
joined  in  the  morning  by  Gen.  Stahel,  and  the 
order  was  at  once  given  to  march.  The  force 
comprised  cavalry  and  a  battery  of  light  artillery. 
Reaching  the  cross-roads  near  Gum  Springs,  they 
waited  awhile  to  call  in  the  pickets  which  had 
been  stationed  along  the  roads,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded toward  A  Idle,  which  place  they  entered 
about  five  o^clock  Thursday  afternoon.  Passing 
through  the  town  they  took  position  on  a  hill  be- 
yond, and  then  sent  scouts  in  every  direction  to 
ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Mr.  Stuart,  who  was 
supposed  to  be  between  the  mountains.  The 
scouts  visited  Snickefsville,  Middleburgh,  Philo- 
mont,  Salem,  Paris,  and  other  places  in  the  valley, 
and  brought  back  tidings  that,  learning  of  our 
advance.  Gen.  Stuart  had  accelerated  his  move- 
ments and  passed  out  of  the  valley  by  the  way 
of  Snickersville,  a  portion  of  his  force  going 
through  Ashby's  Gap.  A  body  of  rebels  had 
been  sent  to  his  support,  thus  indicating  that  the 
rebels  were  fearful  of  his  being  cut  oflF.  The  bird 
having  flown,  and  Gen.  Stahel  being  unwilling  to- 
come  home  without  effecting  something,  he  con- 
cluded to  go  round  by  way  of  Warrenton,  where 
it  was  known  the  enemy  had  something  of  a 
force,  and  ascertain  their  strength.  Sending 
home  four  of  his  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
dividing  his  troops  into  two  parties,  he  sent  one, 
under  Lieut-Col.  Sackett,  to  Snickersville,  with 
instructions  to  proceed  to  Leesburgh,  and  thence 
return  to  Chantilly.  This  portion  of  the  expedi- 
tion followed  the  plan  laid  out  for  it,  and  made 
the  route  as  described  without  meeting  any  adven- 
tures of  note.  The  rebel  pickets  were  driven  in 
at  all  points,  but  no  more  serious  fighting  oc- 
curred. Taking  the  remainder  of  the  force.  Gen. 
Stahel  proceeded  to  Upperville  and  Paris,  where 
it  was  understood  there  was  a  body  of  rebels 
awaiting  an  attack.  There  they  learned  that 
Capt  Gibson,  with  a  company  of  secesh  cavalry, 
was  posted  in  the  mountain  with  one  piece  of 
artillery,  which  they  fired  upon  the  approach  of 
our  forces,  and  retreated  through  Ashby's  Gap. 
They  also  ascertained  that  at  Millwood,  on  the 
other  side  of  the  mountains,  there  was  a  park  of 
artillery  encamped. 

From  prisoners  captured  they  obtained  the  in- 
formation that  in  consequence  of  this  advance  it 
was  supposed  that  SigcVs  corps  was  on  the  march 
to  attack  them  in  the  flank,  and,  therefore,  Gen. 
Hiirs  division  was  moved  down  to  meet  them. 
Being  again  balked  in  his  attempts  to  indulge 
in  a  tight.  Gen.  Stahel  marched  back  to  White 
Plains  by  way  of  Salem.  At  this  place  one  or 
two  curious  incidents  occurred.  One  was  the 
capture  of  three  of  the  Virginia  cavalry  at  a  fune- 
1  ral     The  sudden  entrance  of  our  troopers  into 
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town  surprised  a  funeral  procession  on  its  way 
to  the  grave.  Conspicuous  among  the  mourners 
were  three  rebel  cavalrymen  belonging  to  the 
Virj^inia  cavalry.  A  guard  was  placed  alongside 
the  funeral  train,  doing  double  duty  as  escort  and 
guard.  Aftet  the  rite  of  sepulture  had  been  per- 
formed, the  Virginia  gentlemen  were  invited  to 
accompany  their  escort,  which  they  did.  At  this 
place  Gen.  Stahel  came  very  near  being  captured 
by — ^a  garrulous  old  lady,  whose  intentions  (the 
obtaining  of  a  pass)  prompted  attentions  (a  pro- 
fusion of  compliments  classically  (?)  known  as 
"  soft  soap  ")  which  on  ordinary  occasions  would 
have  excited  the  well-known  gallantry  of  the 
General,  but  under  the  pressure  of  the  business 
then  in  hand  were  allowed  to  pass  unheeded  by 
him,  and  fell  among  his  staff,  to  whom  they  af- 
forded rare  amusement  On  reaching  White 
Plains,  Gen.  Stahel  at  once  sent  a  force  of  fifty 
men  to  hold  Thoroughfare  Gap,  and  an  additional 
fifty  to  proceed  to  Haymarket,  at  which  place 
they  were  to  meet  a  small  wagon-train  bearing 
supplies  and  forage,  which  had  been  sent  out 
from  Fairfax  that  evening.  The  latter  body  pro- 
ceeded to  Haymarket^  and  there  found  the  train. 
The  officer  in  charge  said  they  did  not  need  any 
more  escort,  as  his  force  was  amply  sufficient 
Therefore  the  fifty  returned  to  Thoroughfare  Gap, 
at  which  place  they  were  to  remain  in  reserve, 
sending  word  back  to  White  Plains  of  the  safety 
of  the  train.  The  troops  bivouacked  at  White 
Plains,  and  soon  another  messenger  came  in, 
bringing  tidings  that  the  wagon-train  and  its  es- 
cort had  been  captured,  and  that  the  enemy,  four 
hundred  strong,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  were 
advancing  on  Thoroughfare  Gap.  Tired  as  his 
men  and  horses  were,  delay  was  more  than  dan- 
gerous, and  the  possession  of  the  Gap  all-import- 
ant An  immediate  advance  was  ordered,  the 
General  heading  the  column  in  person. 

In  relation  to  the  capture  of  the  train,  it  turned 
out  that  the  wagons  reached  Haymarket  in  safety 
about  daylight,  where  the  officer  in  command 
left  them  standing  in  the  street  while  he  and  his 
men  went  into  the  houses  to  obtain  breakfast 
While  engaged  at  their  repast,  intelligence  was 
brought  in  by  the  pickets  that  the  rebels  were 
advancing.  The  officer  laughed  at  the  man,  %nd 
said  it  was  our  own  cavalry.  But  shortly  after 
the  officer*s  meal  was  interrupted  by  the  intru- 
sion of  uninvited  guests  in  the  garb  of  rebel  cav- 
alry, and  thus  he  lost  his  train,  escort,  and  lib- 
erty. There  was  ample  time  between  the  alarm 
and  the  arrival  of  the  rebels,  to  hdve  sent  to 
Thoroughfare  Gap  and  obtained  the  assistance 
of  the  force  there.  There  was  time  to  have 
started  the  wagons  toward  that  place,  and  with 
the  aid  at  hand  they  could  have  been  saved.  But 
nothing  of  the  kind  was  done,  and  the  expedition 
was  subsequently  obliged  to  return  in  conse- 
quence of  the  culpable  neglect  of  this  officer. 

Before  reaching  the  Gap,  intelligence  was 
brought  to  General  Stahel  that  the  force  left  there 
to  defend  it  had  withdrawn,  and  the  enemy^were 
in  possession  of  the  Gap,  having  with  them  two 
pieces  of  artillery.    Instructing  Captain  Dahlgren 


of  Gen.  SigeVs  staff,  whose  presence  ns  a  volun- 
teer should  have  been  noticed,  to  hurry  forward 
the  artiller}",  Gen.  Stahel  dashed  on  for  the  Gap. 
True  enough,  our  men  had  retired,  and  there 
were  the  rebels  posted  at  the  Gap,  their  gun-bai^ 
rels  glistening  in  the  narrow  pass.  Without  hes- 
itation, the  General  ordered  a  charge.  The  cav- 
alry wavered — their  **  horses  had  given  out,"  they 
said.  Calling  them  cowards — as  they  were — the 
General  drew  his  sabre,  struck  spurs  to  his  horse, 
and,  dashing  forward  into  the  Gap,  bade  them 
^*  follow  '*  him.  Even  cowards  could  not  refuse 
to  follow  one  brave  man ;  the  charge  was  made, 
and  the  pass  won.  The  rebels  fired  two  volleys, 
wounding  several  and  killing  one  man,  and  then 
retreated.  Without  a  moment's  delay,  the  Gen- 
eral and  his  men  followed  them,  driving  them 
down  the  mountain  and  back  upon  their  artillery, 
which,  fortunately,  had  not  reached  the  Gajk 
Meanwhile  Captain  Dahlgren  had  been  hastening 
on  with  the  artillery.  As  tl^cy  entered  the  rough 
road  through  the  gap  at  a  full  gallop,  one  of  the 
caissons  was  broken  in  halves.  Fortunately  they 
found  a  caisson,  which  had  been  left  by  the  rebels, 
near  at  hand  and  filled  with  ammunition.  To 
destroy  the  old  one  and  attach  the  other  was  but 
the  work  of  a  minute,  and  then  commenced  a 
close  pursuit  The  enemy  retreated,  firing,  upon 
us  at  every  chance,  while  our  advance  kept  close 
upon  them.  Thus  they  were  driven  from  the 
Gap  to  Haymarket,  thence  to  Gainesville,  thence 
to  New-Baltimore,  from  which  place  they  retreat- 
ed to  Warrenton.  As  there  are  two  roiads  fix>m 
New-Baltimore  to  Warrenton,  and  there  was  dan- 
ger of  the  enemy  leading  us  on  by  one,  and  then 
coming  out  of  the  town  upon  the  other,  attacking 
the  rear,  Gen.  Stahel  posted  his  artillery  upon 
one  road,  and,  leaving  sufficient  force  to  support 
it,  rode  into  Warrenton.  Reaching  the  outskirts 
of  the  town  at  about  five  o'clock,  it  was  found 
that  there  was  a  considerable  force  stationed  Uiere 
— ^a  brigade  of  cavalry,  (Mumford's  North-Carolina 
brigade,)  a  regiment  of  infantry,  and  a  battery. 
The  camp  was  the  other  side  of  the  town,  and 
toward  that  the  retreating  four  hundred  made. 
Their  guns  opened  upon  our  advance,  and  under 
their  cover  the  infantry  was  sent  forward  as 
skirmishers.  Major  Knox  was  ordered  to  hold 
the  road  and  check  any  advance.  Presently  a 
company  of  cavalry  came  dashing  down  the  hill 
on  the  full  charge.  Major  Knox  wheeled  his 
dozen  men  into  line  across  the  road,  and  as  the 
cavalry  came  in  short-range  gave  them  a  volley 
from  the  carbines.  This  checked  the  ardor  of 
secesh,  and  they  retired.  Finding  it  to  be  an  im- 
possibility to  dislodge  the  rebel  infantry  with  the 
force  at  his  disposal,  and  as  his  men  and  horses 
were  both  tired  and  hungry,  the  General  contin- 
ued the  skirmishing  until  darkness  settled  down, 
and  then  withdrew  his  troops  to  Centreville,  the 
enemy's  cavalry  following  for  some  distance. 

While  at  Aldie,  a  noted  bushwacker,  named 

Edward  Hutchinson,  was  captured  just  beyond 

that  town  and  brought  in.     This  man  brags  of 

how  many  Yankees  he  has  killed,  and  is  so  much 

I  of  a  brute  that  even  the  secesh  inhabitants  of 
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AMie  hoped  he  would  be  hung.  He  has  been  the 
terror  of  the  neighborhood,  driving  in  conscripts, 
beating  his  wife,  and  indulging  in  other  disagree- 
able pleasantries.  It  is  to  be  hoped  he  will  meet 
with  the  punishment  he  deserves.  At  Aldie, 
headquarters  were  established  at  the  house  of 
Doctor  Boyle.  The  Doctor  unfortunately  forgot 
his  duty'as  host,  and  abased  good  Union  people 
who  were  ^*  mean  enough  to  give  information  as 
to  the  whereabouts  of  General  Stuart,'*  addins  the 
pious  wish  that  they  might  *'all  be  hung.''  It 
was  deemed  proper  that  the  Doctor  should  try 
a  change  of  climate  for  his  malady,  and  he  was 
therefore  prescribed  for  by  General  Stahel. 

While  approaching  Thoroughfare  Gap,  one  of 
the  men  strayed  off  in  search  of  breakfast  As 
be  approached  a  house  a  man  came  out  and  shot 
him  dead,  then  took  his  horse  and  put  him  in  the 
barn.  Some  of  his  comrades  passing  that  way, 
disoorered  the  horsey  and  were  told  by  a  negro 
that  the  man  had  been  shot  They  started  to 
obtain  possession  of  the  horse,  when  the  murderer 
and  a  negro  endeavored  to  fasten  them  in  the 
bam.  They  succeeded  in  making  their  escape. 
Why  they  did  not  kill  both  the  man  and  the  ne- 
gro this  narrator  saith  not  Information  of  this 
tSasr  was  not  given  in  season  to  allow  of  the 
house  being  razed  to  the  ground  and  summary 
justice  meted  out  to  the  offenders. 

The  whole  country  between  the  mountains  is 
literally  packed  with  forage  and  supplies,  and  it 
is  from  this  region  that  the  rebels  derive  their 
support  Thus  far  they  have  kept  our  troops  out 
of  it  by  keeping  away  themselves.  One  of  their 
business  transactions  may  be  stated  thus :  They 
purchased  all  the  hogs  that  could  be  found,  giv- 
ing in  payment  therefor  scraps  of  paper  authoriz- 
ing the  holder  to  come  within  their  lines  and  re* 
oeire  his  pay.  After  securing  the  hogs,  an  order 
vu  issued  prohibiting  any  person  from  entering 
their  lines.  The  farmers  are  naturally  disgusted 
at  such  conduct,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to  become 
good  Union  men. 

Taken  in  connection  with  the  reconnoissance 
nude  by  General  Hancock  at  the  same  time  from 
^e  other  side,  this  expedition  proved  unusually 
l^^n^ing  to  the  enemy.  That  it  did  not  attain 
its  on'ginal  object  is  no  fault  of  the  Commanding 
Generil,  but  the  failure  in  that  respect  can  prob- 
ably be  attributed  to  the  Union  inhabitants  with 
Southern  sympathies  who  still  reside  in  our  midst 

Great  credit  is  due  to  General  Stahel,  who  has 
proTed  that  he  possesses  two  of  the  most  promt- 
D«Qt  attributes  of  a  great  commander  —  caution 
vhere  necessary,  dash  when  required.  He  has 
*1»  evinced  coolness  and  promptness ;  skill  in 
bundling  his  troops  and  choosing  his  positions ; 
^ergy  in  not  allowing  any  rest  to  his  opponents; 
unquestioned  courage  in  leading  wherever  danger 
threatened.  General  Stahel  was  ably  seconded 
^  Capt  Dahlgren,  Col.  Wyndham,  and  Lieut- 
Colonel  Sackett,  and  generally  bv  his  soldiers. 
I^e  expedition  lost  not  more  than  twelve  in 
^led  and  wounded.  They  captured  nearly  one 
bondred  prisoners — among  others  a  Mr.  Ball,  well 


known  as  a  spy  in  the  vicinity  of  Washington, 
and  father  of  the  rebel  captain  of  the  same  name. 
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EXECUTION  OF  PORTER'S  GUERRILLAS. 

PALMYRA  (MO.)  "OOURIER"  ACCOUNT. 

Saturday  last,  the  eighteenth  of  October,  wit- 
nessed the  performance  of  a  tragedy  in  this  once 
quiet  and  beautiful  city  of  Palmyra,  which,  in 
ordinarily  peaceful  times,  would  have  created  a 
profound  sensation  throughout  the  entire  coun- 
try, but  which  now  scarcely  produces  a  distinct 
ripple  on  the  surface  of  our  turbulent  social  life. 

It  will  be  remembered  by  the  reader  that  on 
the  occasion  of  Porter's  descent  upon  Palmyra, 
he  captured,  among  other  persons,  an  old  and 
highly  respected  resident  of  this  city,  by  name 
Andrew  Allsman.  This  person  formerly  be- 
longed to  the  Third  Missouri  cavalry,  though  too 
old  to  endure  all  the  hardships  of  very  active 
duty.  He  was  therefore  detailed  as  a  kind  of 
special  or  extra  provost-marshars  guard  or  cice- 
rone, making  himself  generally  useful  in  a  variety 
of  ways  to  the  military  of  the  place.  Being  an 
old  resident,  and  widely  acquainted  with  the 
people  of  the  place  and  vicinity,  he  was  frequent- 
ly called  upon  for  information  touching  the  loyal- 
ty of  men,  which  he  always  gave  to  the  extent  of 
his  ability,  though  acting,  we  believe,  in  all  such 
cases  with  great  candor,  and  actuated  solely  by 
a  conscientious  desire  to  discharge  his  whole  duty 
to  his  Government 

His  knowledge  of  the  surrounding  country  was 
the  reason  of  his  being  frequently  called  upon  to 
act  as  a  guide  to  scouting-parties  sent  out  to  ar- 
rest disloyal  persons.  So  efficiently  and  success- 
fully did  he  act  in  these  various  capacities,  that 
he  won  the  bitter  hatred  of  all  the  rebels  in  the 
city  and  vicinity,  and  they  only  awaited  the  com- 
ing of  a  favorable  opportunity  to  gratify  their  do- 
sire  for  revenge.  The  opportunity  came  at  last, 
when  Porter  took  Palmyra.  That  the  villains, 
with  Porter's  assent,  satiated  their  thirst  for  his 
blood  by  the  deliberate  and  predetermined  mur- 
der of  their  helpless  victim,  no  truly  loyal  man 
doubts.  When  they  killed  him,  or  bow,  or 
where,  are  items  of  the  act  not  yet  revealed  to 
the  public  Whether  he  was  stabbed  at  mid- 
night by  the  dagger  of  the  assassin,  or  shot  at 
midday  by  the  ritie  of  the  guerrilla ;  whether  he 
was  hung,  and  his  body  hidden  beneath  the  scanty 
soil  of  some  oaken  thicket,  or  left  as  food  for 
hogs  to  fatten  upon  ;  or  whether,  like  the  ill-fated 
Wheat,  his  throat  was  severed  from  ear  to  car, 
and  his  body  sunk  beneath  the  wave  —  we  know 
not.  But  that  he  was  foully,  causelessly  mur- 
dered, it  is  useless  to  attempt  to  deny. 

When  Gen.  McNeill  returned  to  Palmyra,  after 
that  event,  and  ascertained  the  circumstances 
under  which  Allsman  had  been  abducted,  he 
caused  to  be  issued,  after  due  deliberation,  the 
following  notice : 
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Piumu,  Mo.,  Oct.  8, 1808. 

Joseph  0.  Porter  :  Sir  :  Andrew  Allsman,  an 
aged  citizen  of  Palmyra,  and  a  non-combatant, 
having  been  carried  from  his  home  by  a  band  of 
persons  unlawfully  arrayed  against  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  arid  which 
band  was  under  your  control,  this  is  to  notify 
you  that  unless  said  Andrew  Allsman  is  returned 
unharmed  to  his  family  within  ten  days  from 
date,  ten  men  who  have  belonged  to  your  band, 
and  unlawfully  sworn  by  you  to  carry  arms 
against  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  are  now  in  custody,  will  be  shot  as  a 
meet  reward  for  their  crimes,  among  which  is  the 
illegal  restraining  of  said  Allsman  of  his  liberty, 
and,  if  not  returned,  presumptively  aiding  in  his 
murder. 

Your  prompt  attention  to  this  will  save  much 
suffering.  Yours,  etc., 

W.  R  Strachan, 

Prorosi-llanhal  Gen.  Disi.  M.  B.  Mlsioiul 

Per  order  of  Brig. -Gen.  Commanding  McNeill's 
column. 

A  written  duplicate  of  this  notice  he  caused  to 
be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  wife  of  Joseph  0. 
Porter,  at  her  residence  in  Lewis  County,  who,  it 
was  well  known,  was  in  frequent  communication 
with  her  husband.  The  notice  was  published 
widely,  and  as  Porter  was  in  North-East  Missouri 
during  the  whole  of  the  ten  days  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  this  notice,  it  is  impossible  that,  with 
all  his  varied  channels  of  information,  he  remained 
unapprised  of  Gen.  McNeill's  determination  in  the 
premises. 

Many  rebels  believed  the  whole  thing  was  sim- 
ply intended  as  a  scare  —  declaring  that  McNeill 
did  not  dare  (!)  to  carry  out  the  threat  * 

The  ten  days  elapsed,  and  no  tidings  came  of 
the  murdered  Allsman.  It  is  not  our  intention 
to  dwell  at  length  upon  the  details  of  this  trans- 
action. The  tenth  day  expired  with  last  Friday. 
On  that  day  ten  rebel  prisoners,  already  in  custo- 
dy, were  selected  to  pay  with  their  lives  the  pen- 
alty demanded.  The  names  of  the  men  so  select- 
ed were  as  follows : 

Willis  Baker,  Lewis  County ;  Thos.  Humston, 
Lewis  County ;  Morgan  Bixler,  Lewis  County ; 
John  Y.  McPheeters,  Lewis  County;  Herbert 
Hudson,  Ralls  County;  John  M.  Wade,  Ralls 
County ;  Marion  Lair,  Ralls  County ;  Captain 
Thos.  A.  Snider,  Monroe  County  ;  Eleazer  Lake, 
Scotland  County ;  Hiram  Smith,  Knox  County. 

These  parties  were  informed  on  Friday  even- 
ing, that  unless  Mr.  Allsman  was  returned  to  his 
family  by  one  o'clock  on  the  following  day,  they 
would  all  be  shot  at  that  hour. 

Most  of  them  received  the  announcement  with 
composure  or  indifference.  The  Rev.  James  S. 
Green,  of  this  city,  remained  with  them  during 
that  night,  as  their  spiritual  adviser,  endeavoring 
to  prepare  them  for  their  sudden  entrance  into 
the  presence  of  their  Maker. 

A  little  after  eleven  o'clock  a.ic.  the  next  day, 
three  Government  wagons  drove  to  the  jail  One 
contained  four  and  each  of  the  others  three  rough 


board  coffins.  The  condemned  men  were  cod- 
ducted  from  the  prison  and  seated  in  the  wagons 
—  one  upon  each  coffin.  A  sufficient  guard  of 
soldiers  accompanied  them,  and  the  cavalcade 
started  for  the  fatal  grounds.  Proceeding  east  to 
Main  street,  the  cortSge  turned  and  moved  slowly 
southward  as  far  as  Malone's  livery  stabl& 
Thence  turning  east  it  entered  the  Hannibal 
road,  pursuing  it  nearly  to  the  residence  of  CoL 
James  Culbertson.  There,  throwing  down  the 
fences,  they  turned  northward,  entering  the  fair 
grounds  (half  a  mile  east.of  the  tovm)  on  the  west 
side,  and  driving  within  the  circular  amphithea- 
trical  ring,  paused  for  the  final  consummation  of 
the  scene. 

The  ten  coffins  were  removed  from  the  wagons 
and  placed  in  a  row,  six  or  eight  feet  apart,  form- 
ing a  line  north  and  south,  about  fifteen  paces 
east  of  the  central  pagoda  or  music-stand  in  the 
centre  of  the  ring.  Each  coffin  was  placed  upon 
the  ground  with  its  foot  west  and  head  east 
Thirty  soldiers  of  the  Second  M.  S.  M.  were 
drawn  up  in  a  single  line,  extending  north  and 
south,  facing  the  row  of  coffins.  This  line  of  ex- 
ecutioners ran  immediately  at  the  east  base  of  the 
pagoda,  leaving  a  space  between  them  and  the 
coffins  of  twelve  or  thirteen  paces.  Reserves 
were  drawn  up  in  line  upon  either  flank  of  these 
executioners. 

The  arrangements  completed,  the  doomed  men 
knelt  upon  the  grass  between  their  coffins  and 
the  soldiers  while  the  Rev.  R.  M.  Rhodes  offered 
up  a  prayer.  At  the  conclusion  of  this,  each 
prisoner  took  his  seat  upon  the  foot  of  his  coffin, 
facing  the  muskets  which  in  a  few  moments  were 
to  launch  them  into  eternity.  They  were  near- 
ly all  firm  and  undaunted.  Two  or  three  only 
showed  signs  of  trepidation. 

The  most  noted  of  the  ten  was  Capt  Thomas 
A.  Snider  of  Monroe  County,  whose  capture  at 
Shelbyville,  in  the  disguise  of  a  woman,  we  re- 
lated several  weeks  since.  He  was  now  elegant- 
ly attired  in  a  suit  of  black  broadcloth,  with  white 
vest.  A  luxurious  growth  of  beautiful  hair  rolled 
down  upon  his  shoulders,  which,  with  his  fine 
personal  appearance,  could  not  but  bring  to  mind 
the  handsome  but  vicious  Absalom.  There  was 
nothing  especially  worthy  of  note  in  the  appear- 
ance of  the  others.  One  of  them,  Willis  Baker 
of  Lewis  County,  was  proven  to  be  the  man  who 
last  year  shot  and  killed  Mr.  Ezekiel  Pratte,  his 
Union  neighbor,  near  Williamstown,  in  that  coun- 
ty. All  the  others  were  rebels  of  lesser  note,  the 
particulars  of  whose  crimes  we  are  not  familiar 
with. 

A  few  minutes  after  one  o'clock,  Colonel  Stra- 
chan, Provost-Marshal  General,  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Rhoads,  shook  hands  with  the  prisoners.  Two 
of  them  accepted  bandages  for  their  eyes — ^W  the 
rest  refused.  A  hundred  spectators  had  gathered 
around  the  amphitheatre  to  witness  the  impressive 
scene.     The  stillness  of  death  pervaded  the  place. 

The  officer  in  command  now  stepped  forward 
and  gave  the  word  of  command :  ^*  Rieady ;  aim ; 
fire !"  The  discharges,  however,  were  not  made 
simultaneously — probably  through  want  of  a  per- 
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fed  preYioos  understanding  of  the  orders  and  of 
the  time  at  which  to  fire.  Two  of  the  rebels  fell 
btckwftrd  upon  their  ooflBns  and  died  instantly. 
Cftptain  Snider  sprang  forward  and  fell  with  his 
hetd  toward  the  soldiers,  his  face  upward,  his 
hands  clasped  upon  his  breast,  and  the  left  leg 
drawn  half'Way  up.  He  did  not  more  again,  but 
died  immediatelj.  He  had  requested  the  soldiers 
to  lim  at  his  heart,  and  they  obeyed  but  too  im- 
plicitly. The  other  seven  were  not  killed  out> 
right;  so  the  reserves  were  called  in,  who  des- 
patched them  with  their  revolvers. 

The  lifeless  remains  were  then  placed  in  coffins, 
the  lids,  upon  which  the  name  of  each  man  was 
writteo,  were  screwed  on,  and  the  direful  proces- 
sion returned  to  town  by  the  same  route  that  it 
pursued  in  going.  But  the  souls  of  ten  men  that 
went  out  came  not  back. 

Friends  came  and  took  seven  of  the  corpses. 
Three  were  buried  by  the  military  in  the  public 
cemetery.    The  tragedy  was  over. 

It  seems  hard  that  ten  men  should  die  for  one. 
Cnder  ordinary  circumstances  it  could  hardly 
be  justified.  But  severe  diseases  demand  severe 
remedies.  The  safety  of  the  people  is  the  supreme 
law.  It  overrides  all  other  considerations.  The 
nudness  of  rebellion  has  become  so  deep-seated 
that  ordinary  methods  of  curt  are  inadequate. 
To  take  life  for  life  would  be  little  intimidation 
to  men  seeking  the  hearths  blood  of  an  obnoxious 
eoemy.  They  could  well  afford  to  make  even  ex- 
changes under  many  circumstances.  It  is  only 
by  striking  the  deepest  terror  into  them — causing 
them  to  thoroughly  respect  the  lives  of  loyal  men 
—that  they  can  be  taught  to  observe  the  obliga- 
t^ns  of  humanity  and  of  law. 
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PRESIDENT  LINCOLN'S   ORDER, 

BTABLISHINO  A  PBOVISIONAL  COURT  IS  LOUISIANA. 

SzBCVTiTs  Haxszov,  Washihotoh,  Octobor  iO,  18<t2L 
Thi  insurrection  which  has  for  some  time  pre- 
▼a^ed  in  several  of  the  States  of  this  Union,  in- 
cluding Louisiana,  having  temporarily  subverted 
and  swept  away  the  civil  institutions  of  that  State, 
including  the  judiciary  and  the  judicial  authori- 
liea  of  the  Union,  so  that  it  has  become  necessary 
to  hold  the  State  in  military  occupation ;  and  it 
being  indisi>ensably  necessary  that  there  shall  be 
some  judicial  tribunal  existing  there  capable  of 
"dministering  justice,  I  have,  therefore,  thought 
it  proper  to  appoint,  and  I  do  hereby  constitute 
I  ProTisional  Court,  which  shall  be  a  Court  of 
^^rd,  for  the  State  of  Louisiana,  and  I  do  here- 
by appoint  Charles  A.  Peabody,  of  New- York,  to 
be  a  Provisional  Judge  to  hold  said  Court,  with 
tatbority  to  hear,  try  and  determine  all  causes, 
dril  and  criminal,  including  causes  in  law,  equity, 
revenue  and  admiralty,  and  particularly  all  such 
powers  and  jurisdiction  as  belong  to  the  District 
vid  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  States,  conform- 
u^  his  proceedings^  so  far  as  possible,  to  the 


course  of  proceedings  and  practice  which  has  been 
customary  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States  and 
Louisiana — his  judgment  to  be  final  and  conclu- 
sive. And  I  do  hereby  authorize  and  empower 
the  said  Judge  to  make  and  establish  such  rules 
and  regulations  as  may  be  necessar}'^  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  jurisdiction,  and  to  appoint  a  Prose- 
cuting Attorney,  Marshal  and  Clerk  of  the  said 
Court,  who  shall  perform  the  functions  of  Attor- 
ney, Marshal,  and  Clerk,  according  to  such  pro- 
ceedings and  practice  as  before  mentioned,  and 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  made  and 
established  by  said  Judge.  These  appointments 
are  to  continue  during  the  pleasure  of  the  Presi- 
dent, not  extending  beyond  the  military  occupa- 
tion of  the  city  of  New-Orleans,  or  the  restoration 
of  the  civil  authority  in  that  city  and  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana.  These  officers  shall  be  paid  out  of 
the  contingent  fund  of  the  War  Department,  com- 
pensation as  follows :  .  .  .  .  Such  compen- 
sation to  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 
A  copy  of  this  order,  certified  by  the  Secretary 
of  War,  and  delivered  to  such  Judge,  shall  be 
deemed  and  held  to  be  a  sufficient  commission. 
Let  the  seal  of  the  United  States  be  hereunto 
affixed. 

[l.  s.]  Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President : 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 

WiB  DBPARTMDtr,  WiSBiKOTOM,  28  October,  1809. 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true 
copy,  duly  examined  and  compared  with  the  origi- 
nal, of  the  Executive  Order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  constituting  a  Provisional  Court 
for  the  State  of  Louisiana. 

Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment 

[l.  s.]  ^      EowiM  M.  Stanton, 

t         Secretary  of  War. 

Attest — John  Botts, 

Chief  CleriE. 
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BATTLE  OP  "OLD  PORT  WAYNE,"  ARK. 

GENERAL  BLUNT'S  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

HBAOQUARTBaS  FiBST  DlTWION,  AEMT  OF  TBI  FlUUmDL  ) 

Old  Fort  Wayhb,  xbab  Matstillb,  Abk.,  Oct  28, 1862.  f 

Brigadier- General  J,  if.  SchoJUld^  Commanding 

Army  of  the  Frontier  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in 
pursuance  of  your  instructions  of  the  twentieth 
instant,  I  left  camp  at  Pea  Ridge  at  about  seven 
o'clock  P.M.  of  that  day  with  the  Second  and 
Third  brigades  of  my  command,  consisting  of  the 
Second,  Sixth,  and  Tenth,  and  the  Eleventh  Kan- 
sas, and  the  First  and  Third  Cherokee  regiments, 
the  First  Kansas  and  the  Second  Indiana  bat- 
teries and  four  mountain  howitzers,  leaving  the 
First  brieade,  Gen.  Salomon,  to  protect  my  rear 
and  flank,  and  my  supply  train,  meeting  the 
command  of  Gen.  Herron  about  midnight^  which 
caused  considerable  delay. 
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I  did  not  reach  BentonTille  until  daylight  of  the 
twenty-first  At  the  latter  place  I  halted  until 
five  o'clock  P.M.  at  which  hour  my  train,  left  be- 
hind at  Pea  Ridge,  came  up.  Having  learned 
from  my  scouts,  sent  out  during  the  day,  that 
Cooper  and  Stand waite  were  at  or  near  Mays- 
ville,  with  a  force  variously  estimated  at  from 
five  thousand  to  seven  thousand  men,  I  deter- 
mined, if  possible,  to  reach  their  camp  and  attack 
them  by  daybreak.  The  distance  to  march  was 
thirty  miles,  and  the  road  through  a  rough,  and 
wooded,  and  hilly  country.  Three  miles  from 
Bentonville  I  directed  my  train  to  go  into  camp 
and  follow  in  the  morning  at  daylight,  and  moved 
the  column  forward,  Col.  Cloud's  brigade  being 
in  the  advance. 

At  about  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  ad- 
vance was  halted  by  Col.  Cloud,  with  the  view 
of  letting  the  column  close  up.  The  men  were 
weary  and  exhausted,  and  no  sooner  were  they 
halted  than  they  dropped  down  in  the  brush  by 
the  wayside  and  were  soon  fast  asleep,  being  in 
the  roar  of  Col.  Cloud's  brigade.  After  waiting 
half  an  hour  at  a  halt,  I  took  a  portion  of  my 
body-guard,  went  ahead  to  learn  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  and  ordered  the  command  to  move  on,  go- 
ing myself  with  the  advance-guard.  After  pro- 
ceeding five  miles  further,  an  open  prairie  lay  be- 
fore us  of  some  five  miles  in  extent,  over  which 
we  had  to  pass  to  reach  the  rebel  camp. 

At  this  point  I  went  ahead  of  the  advance- 
guard,  accompanied  by  Capt  Russell,  of  the  Sec- 
ond Kansas  regiment,  and  two  men,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  information.  In  this  we  suc- 
ceeded admirably.  Stopping  at  a  large,  fine 
house,  at  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  and  disguised 
as  rebel  soldiers,  just  escaped  from  the  Federals, 
and  wishing  to  get  with  Cooper's  command,  I 
readily  enlisted  the  sympathies  of  the  lady,  whose 
husband  was  a  soldier  in  the  rebel  camp.  She 
informed  me  where  their  pickets  stood,  of  the 
location  of  their  camp,  and  of  their  strength, 
which  was  near  seven  thousand  men,  two  Texan 
regiments  having  joined  them  the  day  before. 

I  now  moved  the  advance  across  the  prairie, 
and  halted  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  their  outpost, 
which  was  at  the  edge  of  the  timber,  on  a  little 
wooded  stream,  near  the  town  of  Maysville. 
From  this  point  I  sent  companies  B  and  I,  of  the 
Second  Kansas,  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Hopkins,  by  a  circuitous  route,  to  enter  the  town 
in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  for  the  pur- 
pose, if  possible,  of  capturing  them  without  alarm- 
ing their  camp. 

This,  however,  proved  fruitless,  from  the  fact, 
as  I  afterwards  learned,  that  they  heard  us  ad- 
vancing across  the  prairie,  and  ran  in,  alanning 
the  town  as  they  went,  from  which  all  of  the  male 
inhabitants  speedily  decamped,  to  seek  rebel  pro- 
action. 

It  was  now  near  five  o'clock,  and  my  desire  was 
to  attack  at  daylight ;  but,  while  waiting  to  give 
Captain  Hopkins  time  to  get  in  the  rear  of  their 
pickets,  on  going  back  to  ascertain  if  the  column 
was  closed  up,  I  learned,  much  to  my  surprise 
and  disappointment,  that  during  the  Ltst  two  or 


three  hours'  march,  the  only  troops  with  me  had 
been  three  companies  of  the  Kansas  Second,  two 
of  which  had  already  been  sent  ahead,  under 
Captain  Hopkins. 

The  main  column  was  back  seven  miles,  where 
it  was  first  halted.  After  sending  a  messenger 
back  to  order  it  up,  I  proceeded,  with  the  one 
company  remaining  with  me,  to  the  town,  and 
reached  there  at  the  same  time  with  Capt  Hop- 
kins. There  I  learned  that  intelligence  of  an  ap- 
proach had  gone  ahead  of  us,  and  fearing  that  the 
enemy  would  retreat,  I  sent  Col.  Cloud,  who  had 
come  up  with  me  in  the  advance  back,  to  move 
his  brigade  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  while, 
with  the  three  companies,  I  determined  to  push 
ahead,  attack  thd  enemy,  and  endeavor  to  hold 
them  until  reenforcements  could  arrive.  Finding: 
an  intelligent  contraband,  whose  master  was  in 
the  rebel  camp,  with  the  locality  of  which  he  was 
well  acquainted,  I  had  no  difficulty  by  promiiiing 
him  his  freedom,  in  engaging  his  service  as  a 
guide. 

The  route  from  Maysville  to  the  timber  where 
the  rebels  were  posted  lay  across  the  prairie  in  a 
south-westerly  direction,  about  three  and  a  half 
miles  distant  Dashing  on  rapidly,  we  drove  the 
pickets  from  the  open  ground  under  cover  of  the 
timber.  The  remainder  of  the  Second  Kansas, 
with  the  two  mountain  howitzers  attached,  now 
came  galloping  up,  and  the  whole  regiment  was 
quickly  formed  in  line,  and  under  command  of 
Lieut -Col.  Bassett  was  ordered  to  skirmish  the 
woods  on  foot  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  en- 
emy. At  this  point  five  of  my  body-guard  cap- 
tured ten  armed  rebels,  who  had  been  out  of  camp 
and  were  endeavoring  to  get  back  to  their  com- 
mand. Lieut.-Col.  Bassett,  not  being  able  to  as- 
certain the  whereabouts  of  the  rebel  forces,  was 
ordered  to  withdraw  his  men  from  the  woods  and 
mount  them. 

Advancing  through  an  opening  in  the  timber, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width,  I  discovered 
the  enemy  in  force,  their  line  extending  across 
the  open  ground  in  front  and  occupying  the  road 
between  the  point  I  occupied.  Reconnoitring 
their  position  and  movements,  and  their  line,  was 
a  pasture  of  open  ground  some  two  hundred 
yards,  and  two  fences  intervening.  Believing 
that  the  enemy  were  contemplating  a  retreat,  I 
determined  to  lose  no  time  in  trying  the  effect  ol 
a  few  shell  upon  their  ranks  from  the  two  little 
mountain  howitzers.  The  Kansas  Second  was 
accordingly  moved  forward  in  line  to  the  first 
fence  and  the  two  howitzers,  under  command  of 
Lieut  Stover,  supported  by  company  A,  of  the 
Second  Kansas,  under  Lieutenant  Johnson,  were 
ordered  to  advance  through  the  fence  to  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's  battery,  from 
which  position  Lieutenant  Stover  opened  upon 
them  with  shells  and  with  much  animation. 

The  fire  was  returned  by  the  enemy's  guns, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  entire  line  engaged  the 
small  force  I  had  opposing  them.  I  then  dis- 
mounted the  entire  regiment  The  Kansas  Sec- 
ond formed  then  on  foot,  and  I  ordered  them  to 
advance  through  the  fence  to  within  short-range 
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of  the  enemy*8  position,  which  order  was  obeyed 
with  aktcritj,  they  opening  upon  the  rebel  lines 
a  terrific  fire  with  their  Harper's  Ferry  rifles. 
The  enemy  obserring  our  small  force  upon  the 
field,  the  main  column  not  haying  yet  come  in 
s^t,  attempted  to  overwhelm  us  by  superior 
numbers,  and,  by  flank  movements,  to  obtain 
poi^session  of  the  projecting  woods  on  my  right 
and  left. 

Fortanately,  at  this  juncture  the  Kansas  Sixth, 
Col  Judson,  and  the  Third  Cherokee  regiment, 
CoL  Phillips,  came  upon  the  field.  The  former 
was  ordered  to  advance  upon  Hie  right,  and  the 
latter  on  the  left,  which  they  did  by  rapid  move- 
meots,  throwing  back  the  flanking  columns  of 
the  enemy.  At  the  same  moment  company  B, 
Cipt  Hopkins,  company  D,  Lieut  Moore,  com- 
pany E,  CapL  Gardner,  company  H,  Lieut  Ball, 
aod  company  K,  Gapt  Russell,  of  the  Second 
Kansas,  all  under  command  of  Capt  S.  J.  Craw- 
ford, made  a  gallant  charge,  driving  in  their  cen- 
tre, captoring  tl  eir  artillery,  and  bringing  it  in 
triumph  from  the  field. 

The  battle  was  now  won;  the  enemy  began 
fifing  in  disorder  before  our  victorious  troops. 
T^e  Second  Indiana  battery,  Lieut  Rabb,  came 
up  in  time  to  pay  its  respects  to  the  rear  of  the 
Qying  enemy  with  excellent  effect  Col.  Judson, 
ct  the  Sixth  Kansas,  and  Colonel  Phillips,  of  the 
liiird  Cherokee  regiment,  pursued  them  in  their 
retreat  for  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  skirmishing 
with  their  rear,  and  leaving  quite  a  number  of 
tbeir  dead  strewn  by  the  way,  when  their  horses 
becoming  exhausted  firom  the  long  and  wearisome 
tcarch  of  the  night  before^  they  were  obliged  to 
gi^e  up  further  pursuit 

The  rebels,  as  I  have  since  learned,  did  not 
'^t  in  their  retreat  until  they  had  reached  Ar- 
kms^  River  at  Fort  Gibson,  seventy  miles  from 
the  battle-ground,  where  they  arrived  thirty  hours 
«f  er  their  rout  at  Old  Fort  Wayne. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  were  one  killed 
^  the  battle-field  belonging  to  the  Kansas  Sec- 
ond, and  nine  wounded,  and  four  mortally,  since 
<^  three  belonging  to  the  Kansas  Second,  and 
<R^e  to  the  Kansas  Sixth. 

Of  the  enemy^s  killed  and  wounded  I  have 
^  unable  to  procure  a  full  and  accurate  state- 
^^t  About  fifty  of  their  dead  have  been  found 
^Jujn  the  field  and  buried  by  my  command. 
^i>>t  of  their  wounded  were  taken  away,  yet  a 
number  of  them  have  been  cared  for  by  our  sur- 
^**xis.  Some  who  were  found  in  houses  some 
t^Q  miles  from  the  battle-field,  report  their  loss 
'^  killed  and  woonded  at  one  hundred  and  fifty ; 
^"A  of  the  men  working  their  battery,  who  were 
^tuns^  all  except  four  were  either  killed  or 
bounded.  The  battery  captured  consists  of  three 
;ix  pounder  brass  guns  and  one  twelve-pdunder 
jiVj  field  howitzer,  with  horses,  harness,  and 
<^i5soDs  complete ;  we  also  captured  quite  a  large 
dumber  of  horses  and  a  portion  of  their  transr 
f-ortation  and^mmp  and  garrison  equipage. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  surprised  and  at- 
tacked them  at  daybreak,  and  had  it  not  been  for 
the  aniortanate  occurrence  of  the  night — the  ne- 


fleet  of  the  column  to  move  forward  as  ordered—- 
have  little  doubt  I  should  have  succeeded  in 
destroying  or  capturing  the  entire  rebel  force. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the  gal- 
lant Second,  under  the  command  of  Lieut -Col. 
Bassett,  which  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  affair 
of  the  morning.  Truly  have  they  added  new 
lustre  to  their  laurels  won  at  Wilson's  Creek. 
With  less  than  six  hundred  men,  our  numbers, 
and  with  guns  without  bayonets,  charged  the 
enemy's  line  and  artillery,  and  drove  them  from 
the  field. 

To  mention  names  where  all,  both  officers  and 
men,  did  their  duty  so  well  and  i^o  nobly,  may 
seem,  I  fear,  invidious.  Yet  I  feel  that  I  ought 
to  say  to  Captain  Crawford,  who  commanded  the 
battalion  that  made  the  charge  upon  and  cap- 
tured the  rebel  battery,  great  credit  is  due  for  his 
gallantry ;  and  the  names  of  Capts.  A3rres,  Rus- 
sell, Hopkins,  and  GardneiCi  and  Lieuts.  Moore, 
Cosgrove,  Ballard,  Lee,  and  Johnson,  and  Ser- 
geant Baker,  all  of  whom  commanded  companies, 
are  worthy  of  especial  and  honorable  mention. 
Lieut  Stover  proved  himself  not  only  a  gallant 
ofiicer  but  a  good  artillerist,  abundantly  shown 
by  the  effect  produced  by  his  little  howitzers. 
Lieut -Col.  Bassett  also  demonstrated  his  gal- 
lantry and  ability  as  an  officer  upon  the  field. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  other  regiments 
were  disappointed  at  not  being  in  time  to  take  a 
part  in  the  conflict,  and  only  failed  to  distinguish 
themselves  for  want  of  opportunity. '  If  such  op- 
portunity occurs,  they  will  prove  themselves  as 
equal  to  the  emergency  as  the  gallant  Second  has 
done. 

In  closing  the  report  it  is  justly  due  to  ac- 
knowledge the  efficient  services  rendered  upon 
the  field  during  the  engagement  by  the  following 
members  of  my  division  staff,  namely : 

Major  V.  P.  Van  Antwerp,  Inspector-General, 
and  Capt  Lyman  Scott,  and  Lieuts.  J.  Fin.  ilill 
and  M.  J.  Collier,  Aids-de-Camp. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant 

James  G.  Blunt, 

Brig.-a«ii.  Cornmandlng  Firtt  DItIsIoo  Anny  of  the  Frontier. 

LEAVENWORTH  "CONSERVATIVE"  ACCOUNT. 

NiAK  BIatstilli,  Ark.,  October  S8. 

We  overtook  the  enemy  here,  yesterday  morn- 
ing, attacked  and  took  fi-om  him  four  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  drove  him  fi'om  the  field. 

My  last,  under  date  of  the  twentieth  inst, 
written  on  the  battle-field  of  Pea  Ridge,  indicated 
that  we  were  to  march  that  night,  the  whole 
army,  as  I  then  supposed,  under  the  command 
of  Gen.  Schofield,  directly  south  on  the  Fayette- 
ville  road,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  Information, 
however,  coming  to  hand  that  they  had  divided 
their  fdrces,  Marmaduke,  Rains,  and  others,  with 
one  portion  of  it,  to  proceed  south-east,  in  the 
direction  of  Huntsville,  and  Cooper  and  Stand- 
waite  with  the  other  west,  through  Benton ville 
to  Maysville,  into  the  Indian  country ;  our  forces 
were  therefore  divided  to  meet  the  emergency. 

Gens.  Schofield  and  Totten,  with  the  Missouri 
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division,  wont  in  pursuit  of  Marmaduke  and  com- 
pany, while  Gen.  Blunt,  with  the  brigades  of 
W eer  and  Cloud,  followed  Cooper  and  Standwaite, 
leaving  Gen.  Salomon,  with  his  command,  includ- 
ing Stockton^s  and  Blair^s  batteries,  at  Pea  Ridge, 
to  keep  open  communication  with  the  rear,  pro- 
tect the  trains,  etc  We  marched  from  there  on 
Monday  night  at  nine  o^ clock,  and  by  two  oVlock 
had  reached  Bentonville,  a  distance  of  some 
twelve  or  thirteen  miles,  where  the  command 
halted  and  remained  through  the  following  day 
for  the  trains  to  come  up.  At  sundown  started 
again  and  marched  during  most  of  the  night. 
The  road  was  rough  and  rocky,  up  hill  and  down 
much  of  the  way,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  through 
timber.  At  between  two  and  three  o^clock  word 
came  from  the  rear  that  Col.  Weer,  who  two  days 
before  had  thrown  up  his  brigade  command  and 
returned  to  that  of  his  regiment,  (the  Tenth  Kan- 
sas,) had  drawn  out  of  the  line  and  halted  for  the 
night 

A  little  later  a  halt  took  place  also  in  front ; 
Gen.  Blunt  being  at  that  time  some  distance  to 
the  rear  of  the  heads  of  the  column,  immediately 
taking  his  body-guard,  he  went  ahead,  overtook 
the  Kansas  Second,  (now  under  the  command  of 
Lieut -Col.  Bassett^)  which  constituted,  the  ad- 
vance-guard, and  reached  Maysville  before  day- 
light, driving  the  enemy's  pickets  from  it  Mays- 
ville is  almost  directly  west,  (a  little  to  the  north,) 
and  some  twenty-three  miles  distant  from  Benton- 
ville, immediately  on  the  boundary  line  between 
Arkansas  and  the  Indian  Nation.  It  is  seven  or 
eight  miles  south  of  the  north-weat  corner  of 
Arkansas.  Proceeding  on  from  there  after  a 
brief  halt  some  four  miles  in  a  south-westerly 
direction,  over  an  open,  beautiful  prairie,  the  ene- 
my were  found  at  the  edge  of  the  woods  near  this 
point,  which  is  the  site  of  an  old  United  States 
military  garrison,  long  since  abandoned.  It  may 
be  found  laid  down  on  some  of  the  maps — ^is  so 
on  one  now  before  me  as  "  Old  Fort  Wayne,"  at 
the  junction  of  Spannivaw  and  Welster  creeks. 

Coming  up  with  the  enemy,  Gen.  Blunt  had 
with  him  as  before  stated,  no  other  force  but 
three  companies  of  the  Kansas  Second  that  hap- 
pened to  be  in  the  lead,  and  his  body-guard  of 
some  twenty-five  or  thirty  men.  He  at  once  de- 
termined to  attack,  and  made  his  arrangements 
accordingly.  Soon  the  other  companies  of  the 
Second  arrived  upon  the  ground,  the  whole  regi- 
ment numbering  not  to  exceed  six  hundred  men 
all  told.  They  were  dismounted  to  act  as  infan- 
try. Gen.  Blunt  directing  the  movement  in  per- 
son, and  encouraged  the  men,  promptly  and  effi- 
ciently seconded  by  CoL  Bassett  and  all  his  offi- 
cers. The  regiment  had  with  it  two  little  moun- 
tain howitzers,  and  the  men  were  armed  with 
Harper's  Ferry  rifles  without  bayonets.  Em- 
boldened by  the  xerj  small  number  of  our  peo- 
ple present,  the  enemy  brought  out  his  artillery 
clear  of  the  woods,  and  commenced  blazing  away 
*  at  them  industriously,  but  a  very  few  hundred 
yards  intervening  between  the  two  lines,  and  no 
obstacle  in  the  way.  Of  course  the  compliment 
was  returned  promptly  and  with  a  will  from  the 


two  little  howitzers,  and  thus  the  matter  went  on 
for  some  time.  Finally,  impatient  of  longer  delay, 
the  word  was  given  for  the  gallant  Second  to  ad- 
vance, (on  foot,  of  course,)  which  it  did  with  a 
rush,  firing  as  it  went  straight  up  to  the  muzzles 
of  the  enemy's  guns,  driving  his  cannoneers  from 
them,  seizing  the  four  brass  pieces  and  bringing 
them  in  triumph  from  the  ground. 

It  was  a  most  brilliant  and  daring  act,  of  which 
the  gallant  victors,  nay,  all  of  Kansas  may  well 
be  proud.  Before  us  and  close  at  hand,  lay  the 
forces  of  the  enemy,  probably  not  less  than  seven 
thousand  strong,  concealed  mostly  by  the  woods. 
The  head  of  our  own  anxiously  looked  for  column, 
the  Eleventh  Kansas,  Sixth  Kansas,  Rabb's  and 
the  Kansas  batteries,  etc.,  were  still  back  three 
miles  or  more  toward  Maysville,  while  the  rear 
of  the  column,  Weer's  regiment  and  others,  were 
still  further  back,  perhaps  eight  or  ten  miles  ofL 
New  orders  were  sent  for  the  advance  to  come 
up  rapidly,  which  it  did  accordingly— had  been 
doing,  in  fact,  all  the  time  since  the  dawn  of  day. 
The  Sixth,  headed  by  its  gallant  Colonel,  Judson, 
came  galloping  over  the  four  miles  of  prairie  be- 
tween Maysville  and  the  point  where  the  fight 
was  going  on.  The  horses,  of  RabVs  battery 
under  trot,  and  the  men  of  the  splendid  new 
Eleventh  regiment  at  double-quick,  under  the 
lead  of  Ewing,  Moonlight,  and  Plumb,  until  thcv 
were  nearly  exhausted,  and  made  the  distance  in 
admirable  time — Moonlight  himseltj  by  the  way, 
on  foot  at  the  head  of  his  men. 

Arrived  upon  the  grouitd,  RabVs  battery  was 
placed  in  position  with  the  customary  prompti- 
tude of  its  youthful  copimander,  and  at  once  the 
six  mouths  of  the  fierce  spiteful  pieces  were  hcanl 
barking  away  at  the  foe  who  had  retired  into  the 
woods — giving  forth  music  that  was  truly  inspir- 
ing. The  Eleventh  and  the  Sixth  were  formed  into 
line  of  battle  on  the  right  of  the  position  occupied 
by  the  Second,  and  close  up  to  the  woods.  Soon, 
also,  the  First  and  Third  Indian  regiments,  Cols. 
Wattles  and  Phillips,  arrived  upon  the  ground, 
and  were  placed  upon  the  left,  with  orders  from 
Gen.  Blunt  to  sweep  the  woods  in  a  wide  circle 
in  that  direction  and  find  the  enemy — the  Sixth 
and  Eleventh  advancing  simultaneously  on  the 
right.  All  went  ahead,  and  some  skirmishing 
ensued  at  different  points,  but  no  considenU'le 
force  of  the  enemy  was  overtaken.  Again  tliey 
had  fled. 

What  the  casualties  of  yesterday's  afiBur  hare 
been  is  not  yet  known.  Four  of  the  Kansas 
Second,  slain  in  the  attack  upon  the  battery  cap- 
tured by  it)  were  buried  a  few  hours  later  in  the 
open  prairie,  under  three  or  four  small  quakins; 
asp  trees,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  battle- 
ground. Several  others  were,  more  or  less,  se- 
verely wounded — some  of  them  perhaps  to  die, 
and  others  to  recover. 

The  battery  captured  yesterday  consists  of 
three  six-pounders  and  one  twelve-pounder  field- 
howitzer,  all  brass,  and  supplied  with  some  tliir- 
ty  or  forty  rounds  of  ammunition.  On'e  of  the 
caissons  was  knocked  to  pieces  by  the  shells 
from  our  howitzers,  and  another  hauled  away. 
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A  number  of  horses  were  kilVxi — ^all  the  others 
attached  to  the  gans  being  captured  with  them. 

This  entire  command,  as  you  may  readily  con- 
ceive, is  much  elated  by  the  brilliant  victory 
iboTe  related.  It  is  none  the  less  glorious,  of 
course,  for  having  heen  achieved  substantially  by 
so  smsU  a  portion  of  the  command.  Had  the 
phD  adopted  by  Gen.  Blunt  been  fully  carried 
oat,  had  no  halt  taken  place  on  the  night  march 
between  Bentonville  and  Maysville,  and  could  the 
entire  command  have  reached  here,  as  was  his 
design,  by  the  dawn  of  day  on  the  morning  of 
the  twen^-fiecond,  there  is  reason  to  believe  that 
a  lar^e  proportion  at  least  of  the  enemy^s  forces, 
^th  all  of  his  trains,  might  have  been  surprised 
aod  captured;  for  Gen.  Cooper  himself  as  is 
proven  by  the  certificate  of  his  Medical  Director, 
a  copy  of  which  I  inclose  herewith,  remained 
here  yesterday  morning  until  Gen.  Blunt  was 
close  upon  him,  never  apparently  dreaming  of 
such  a  thing  as  that  he  was  coming. 

The  result  of  the  campaign,  thus  far,  is  com- 
pletely to  rid  South-western  Missouri,  North-west- 
era  Arkansas,  and  the  "Indian  Nation,''  of  the 
cnemr,  who  occupied  all  of  that  region  only  three 
weeks  ago  to-day,  and  to  clear  the  road  of  him 
betnreen  here  and  Fort  Smith,  which  is  believed 
to  be  now  open  to  our  march  upon  that  place. 
And  this  important  work  is  mainly  due  to  the 
Kaa'^as  dirision,  under  the  command  of  General 
Blunt,  which,  I  verily  believe,  would  have  done 
the  whole  work  alone,  without  assistance ;  with 
^me  more  fighting,  perhaps,  than  has  occurred, 
hot  none  the  less  efiectually  on  that  account 
The  command  will  probably  remain  here  a  few 
dajs,  for  the  subsistence  trains  to  come  up,  and 
to  Hicruit  the  men  and  horses,  and  then  march 
oa  to  its  goal — ^Fort  Smith  thereby  meaning. 
,The  members  of  the  division  staff  now  with 
^  Blunt  are  as  follows :  Major  Van  Antwerp, 
I&spector-General,  and  Lieut  Fin.  Hill,  Acting 
As^tant  Adjutant-General ;  Lieut  Collier,  of  the 
Second  Ohio  cavalry,  Aid-de-Camp ;  Capt  Has- 
bl],  Staff  Quartermaster,  and  Captain  Scott,  of 
^Tcnworth,  Aid-de-Camp. 

* 

LEVINUS  HARRIS'S  A0C0T7NT. 


Natios,  irsAB  BCatbtillb,  Arkaksas,  ) 
October  88, 1802.  f 

^ill  you  be  so  kind  as  to  allow  these  few  lines 
to  find  entrance  into  your  paper  ?  By  so  doing 
jou  will  confer  a  favor  upon  myself  and  others 
^iere  with  me,  who  would  like  our  firiends  to 
ttoow  our  whereabouts,  and  what  we  are  doing. 
The  twenty-second  of  October  is  one  long  to  be 
remembered  by  the  few  who  were  engaged  in  the 
We  of  Fort  Wayne,  near  our  present  encamp- 
laeot  We  had  travelled  two  whole  nights  with- 
oat  sleep,  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
ty-secoDd  found  ourselves  in  Maysville,  where 
we  expected  to  find  the  enemy  and  give  him 
wtle.  But  the  enemy  was  not  there.  Two 
^nners  captured  seemed  loth  to  tell  the  where- 
>hoat8  of  the  enemy,  when  a  negro  was  brought 
befixre  the  commanding  officer,  Gen.  Blunt,  and 


promised  his  fireedom  if  he  would  reveal  the  ene- 
my's position.     He  informed  us  that  he.  was  about 
two  miles  distant  encamped.     Without  waiting 
for  reenforcements  to  come  up,  the  Genernl  or 
dered  us — ^the  Kansas  Second  mounted  riflemen 
— into  line,  and  we  marched  forward  toward  the 
enemy.    We  could  see  parties  of  them  on  the 
prairie,  and  as  we  advanced  they  retired.     Pre- 
sently we  came  to  a  corn-field  and  wood,  where 
we  dismounted,  passed  rapidly  through  the  field 
and  wood,  coming  out  into  the  prairie  beyond. 
Company  B,  mostly  from  Edwards,  Wabash  and 
Wayne  Counties,  Illinois,  with  ono  or  two  other 
companies,  were  on  the  left  of  the  column,  and 
reached  the  prairie  last     On  arriving  thither, 
they  heard  the  companies  that  were  on  the  right 
engaging  the  enemy,  about  a  half-mile  distant 
Our  horses  had  been  brought  around  the  wood. 
We  mounted  and  were  soon  on  the  field  of  battle. 
We  dismounted,  hurrjed  forward,  loading  and 
firing,  rapidly  advancing  upon  the  enemy,  who 
were  posted  in  a  field  grown  up  in  small  sassa- 
fras bushes,  and  were  firing  musketry  and  cannon 
at  us  with  at  least  a  determination  to  slay.    They 
were  three  thousand  in  number,  with  one  large 
brass  mounted  howitzer  and  three  large  brass 
pieces,  European  make.     We  were  not  six  hun- 
dred strong,  with  two  small  mounted  howitzers ; 
bui  forward  was  the  command,  and  the  command 
was  quickly  obeyed,  the  men  making  the  air  re- 
sound with  their  shouts.     I  have  heard  Indians 
yell,  but  they  could  not  come  up  with  our  boys. 
At  double-quick  we  advanced,  waiting  only  to 
load ;  our  muskets  we  depended  upon,  our  pis- 
tols at  our  sides  remaining  untouched,  and  having 
no  sabres  and  no  bayonets.     A  strange  charge  1 
It  was  an  exciting  time.     The  air  was  musical 
with  musketry  and  cannon-ball  strains.     For- 
ward! forward!  and  the  cannon,  all  that  the 
enemy  had,  were  ours.    The  enemy  was  driven 
from  the  field.     Just  at  this  juncture  Rabb's  bat- 
tery and  several  regiments  came  up,  and  the  field 
was  ours.      Six  hundred  men  had  fought  the 
battle  and  won  the  day,  losing  but  three  men 
killed  and  three  wounded.     The  enemy  shot  over 
us,  or  else  we  would  have  been  mowed  down  like 
grass.     Qur  movements  were  so  rapid  and  our 
shouts  so  deceptive  that  the  enemy  thought  the 
fields  were  full  of  men,  and  thus  he  was  deceived. 
The  enemy's  loss  is  stated  at  about  three  hun- 
dred, ours  ten  in  killed  and  wounded.     Our  suc- 
cess seems  a  miracle,  and  we  cannot  but  see  the 
kind  hand  of  Providence  favoring  us.     He  deliv- 1 
ered  us  from  the  enemy  and  gave  us  the  victory. 
He  saved  us  from  seeming  destruction  and  illus- 
trated the  great  truth  that  God  can  save  by  few 
or  by  many.     Our  men  were  almost  wild  with 
excitement  on  capturing  the  pieces.     The  enemy 
rapidly  retreated  and  saved  most  of  his  train,  our 
Indians  pursuing  him  a  few  miles.     Since  the 
battle  company  B  has  been  converted  into  an  ar- 
tillery company,  and  commands  the  pieces  taken 
in  the  battle. 
Yours,  in  love,  for  our  common  country, 

Levimus  Harris. 


You  VL— Doc.  8 
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ANOTHER  ACOOUNT. 
Camp  om  SPANinTAw  Gbuk,  I.  T.,  Oct.  24, 1802. 

On  Wednesday,  the  twenty-second  instant, 
the  Kansas  division  of  the  army  of  the  frontier, 
forcing  a  march  in  pursuit  of  Cooper,  GoL  Cloud 
of  the  Third  brigade  came  up  with  the  enemy  on 
Spannivaw  Creek,  four  miles  beyond  Maysvilla 
The  attack  was  sudden,  energetic,  and  successful. 
The  rebels  were  defeated,  four  brass  pieces,  all 
they  had,  were  taken,  and  numbers  killed  and 
wounded.  Our  loss  was  three  killed  and  seven 
wounded.  The  Kansas  Second,  Lieut -Colonel 
Bassett,  under  Colonel  Cloud,  did  the  most  of  the 
work.  X,  Tenth  Kansas  Volunteers. 


Doa  18. 


THE   BATTLE   OP   POCOTALIGO,    S.  C. 

GENERAL    BRANNAN*S    REPORT& 

HSADQUAITlUtS  DBPABTMBlTr  OP  TBI  SOOTH,  ) 

UiLToa  Ukad,  S.  C,  Nov.  1, 1862.     f 

General  :  I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of 
an  expedition  from  this  department,  ordered  by 
the  late  Major-General  0.  M.  Mitchel  (then  in 
command)  to  destroy  the  railroad  and  railroad 
bridges  on  the  Charleston  and  Savannah  line,  in 
the  vicinity  of  Pocotaligo  and  Coosahatchie.    " 

Th^  forwarding  of  this  report  has  hitherto  been 
delayed,  owing  to  the  illness  and  subsequent 
death  of  Major-General  MitcheL  The  reports  of 
the  brigade  and  other  commanders,  togetner  with 
a  list  of  those  officers  and  men  who  personally 
distinguished  themselves,  I  will  forward  by  tbie 
next  mail 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  most  respect- 
fully your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Brannan, 

Brig.-Qenenil  Commanding  De|>artment 

iBrig.-General  L.  Toomas, 

A(ytttant-Q«neral  U.  8.  Army. 
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HKiDQUAKTBKS  EXPKDITIOSIART  FORCU, 

UaiTBD  Statics  Traxspoet  Bbn  Dkporo, 

October  24, 1862. 

To  Lieutenant' Colonel  W.  P.  FrenXice^  Assistant 
Adjutant- General^  Department  of  the  Souths 
Hilton  Head^  South- Carolina^ 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  re- 
ceived from  headquarters.  Department  of  the 
South,  I  assumed  command  of  the  following  forces, 
ordered  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridges  on  the 
*^  Charleston  and  Savannah  line." 

A  portion  of  the  First  brigade  (Brannan*  s)  Col. 
J.  S.  Chatfield,  Sixth  regiment  Connecticut  vol* 
unteers,  commanding  —  effective  strength,  two 
thousand ;  a  portion  of  Second  brigade,  Brigadier- 
General  A.  H.  Terry,  commanding  —  effective 
strength,  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten ; 
detachment  Third  regiment  Rhode  Island  volun- 
teers. Colonel  Brown  commanding  —  effective 
strength,  three  hundred;  detachment  Forty- 
eighth  regiment  New-York  State  volunteers,  CoL 
Barton  commanding  —  effective  strength,  three 
hundred;  detachment  of  First  Massachusetts 
cavalry,  Capt  L.  Richmond,  commanding — effec- 


tive strength,  one  hundred  and  eight;  section 
First,  United  States  artillery,  Lieut  G.  J.  Henry, 
commanding  —  effective  strength,  forty ;  sectioa 
Third,  United  States  artillery,  Lieut  E.  Gittings, 
commanding  —  effective  strength,  forty;  detach- 
ment X.  Y.  Volunteer  Engineers,  Lieut* CoL  Hall 
commanding  —  effective  strength,  two  hundred 
and  fifty.  Total  effective  strength,  four  thousand 
four  hundred  and  forty-eight  men. 

With  this  command  I  left  Hilton  Head,  S.  C, 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  of  October.  1862, 
and  proceeding  up  Broad  River,  arrived  off  Poco- 
taligo Creek,  at  half-past  four  o'clock  a.m.  with 
the  transport  Ben  Deford  and  gunboat  Paul  Jones. 

Colonel  William  Barton,  Forty-eighth  raiment 
New- York  State  volunteers,  fifty  men  Volunteer 
Engineer  corps,  and  fifty  men  Third  Rhode  Is- 
land volunteers,  in  accordance  with  my  orders, 
delivered  early  that  morning,  proceeded  direct  to 
the  Coosahatchie  River,  to  destroy  the  railroad, 
and  railroad  bridges  in  that  vicinity. 

The  other  gunboats  and  transports  did  not  all 
arrive  until  about  eight  a.il,  October  twenty-sec- 
ond. 

I  immediately  effected  a  landing  of  my  artillery 
and  infantry  at  Macka^'s  Point,  on  the  junction 
of  Pocotaligo  and  Tullifiny  Rivers. 

I  advanced  without  delay  in  the  direction  of 
Pocotaligo  bridge,  sending  back  the  transports 
Flora  and  Darlington  to  Port  Royal  Island  for  the 
cavalry. 

The  First  brigade  being  in  advance  with  sec- 
tion from  First  United  States  artillery,  followed 
by  the  Second  brigade,  with  CoL  Brown*s  com- 
mand, the  section  of  Third  United  States  artillery, 
and  three  boat-howitzers,  which  Captsdn  Steed- 
man,  commanding  the  naval  forces,  kindly  im- 
nished  for  this  occasion,  and  a  detachment  of 
forty-five  men  from  the  Third  Rhode  Island  vol- 
unteer artillery,  under  Captain  Comstock,  of  that 
regiment 

On  advancing  about  five  and  a  half  miles,  and 
debouching  upon  an  open,  rolling  country,  the 
rebels  opened  upon  us  with  a  field-battery  from 
a  position  on  the  plantation  known  as  Gaston's. 
I  unmediately  caused  the  First  brigade  to  deploy, 
and  crossing  my  artillery  to  the  front,  drove  the 
rebels  from  this  position ;  they,  however,  destroy- 
ed all  the  small  bridges  in  the  vicinity,  cau^ng 
much  delay  in  my  advance.  These,  with  the  aid 
of  the  Engineer  corps,  were  reconstructed  as  we 
advanced,  and  I  followed  up  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels  with  all  haste  practicable. 

I  had  advanced  about  one  and  a  quarter  miles 
further  when  a  battery  again  opened  on  us  from 
a  position  on  the  plantation  called  **  Frampton." 
The  rebels  here  had  every  advantage  of  ground, 
being  ensconced  in  a  wood  with  a  deep  swamp  in 
front,  passable  only  by  a  narrow  causeway,  on 
which  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed ;  while  on 
our  side  of  the  swamp  and  along  the  entire  front 
and  fianks  of  the  enemy  (extending  to  the  swamp) 
was  impervious  thicket,  intersected  by  a  deep 
water  ditch,  and  passable  only  by  a  narrow  roati 
Into  this  wood  the  rebels  threw  a  most  terrific 
fire  of  grape,  uhot,  shell,  canister  and  musket* 
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balls  killing  tnd  woundiDg  great  numbers  of  mj 
commADd  Here  the  ammunition  for  the  field- 
pie<^  fell  short,  and  though  the  infantry  acted 
with  great  courage  and  determination,  they  were 
twice  driren  out  of  the  woods  with  great  slaughter 
bj  the  orerwhebning  force  of  the  enemy,  whose 
nussile;)  tore  through  the  woods  like  hail. 

I  had  warmly  responded  to  this  fire  with  the 
sections  of  First  and  Third  United  States  artille- 
IT  and  the  boat-howitzers,  until  finding  my  am* 
munition  about  to  Ikil^  and  seeing  any  flank  move- 
□ent  was  impossible,  I  pressed  the  First  brigade 
fonrard,  through  the  thicket  to  the  verge  of  the 
^amp,  and  sent  a  section  of  the  First  United 
Sutes  artillery,  well  supported,  to  the  causeway 
on  the  further  side  of  the  wood,  leaving  the  Sec- 
ond brigade  with  Colonel  Brown's  command,  the 
^tion  Third  United  States  artillery  and  the  boat- 
bowitzers,  as  a  line  of  defence  on  my  rear. 
*  The  effect  of  this  bold  movement  was  immedi- 
atelr  erident  in  the  precipitate  retreat  of  the  reb- 
els ^bo  disappeared  in  the  woods  with  anuLzing 
npidity.    The  mfantry  of  the  First  brigade  im- 
Qediately  plunged  through  the  swamp  (parts  of 
which  were  nearly  up  to  their  arm-pits)   and 
started  in  pursuit     Some  delay  was  caused  by 
the  bridge  having  been  destroyed,  impeding  the 
pissage  of  the  artiUery*.     This  difficulty  was  over- 
come, and  with  my  mil  force  I  pressed  forward 
^3  the  retreating  rebels.     At  this  point,  (appre- 
hending from  the  fi&cility  with  which  the  rebels 
prr-gressed  heading  **  Pocotaligo  Creek  "  that  they 
7ou!d  attempt  to  turn  my  left  flank,)  I  sent  an 
infantry  regiment  with  a  boat-howitzer  to   my 
Itfl  to  strike  the  **  Coosahatchie  road." 

The  position  which  I  had  found  proved,  as  I 
^d  supposed,  to  be  one  of  great  natural  advan- 
^  to  the  rebels,  the  ground  being  higher  on 
^t  side  of  the  swamp,  and  having  a  firm  open 
M  for  the  working  of  their  artillery,  which  lat- 
ter they  formed  in  a  half-circle,  throwing  a  con- 
'^ctrated  fire  on  the  entrance  to  the  woods  we 
^<i  just  passed. 

The  rebels  left  in  their  retreat  a  caisson  full  of 
raaiunition,  which  latter  fortunately  fitting  the 
'•^t-hoTitzers,  enabled  us  at  a  later  period  of 
th?  day  to  keep  up  our  fire  when  all  other  ammu- 
^bad&iled. 

^till  pursuing  the  flying  rebels,  I  arrived  at 
^^t  point  where  the  Coosahatchie  road,  joining 
^Ut  from  McKay*B  Landing,  runs  through  a 
'^amp  to  Pocotaligo  bridge.  Here  the  rebels 
^ed  a  murderous  fire  upon  us  fi'om  batteries 
<^  siege-guns  and  field-pieces,  on  the  further  side 
^'f  the  creek. 

Our  skirmishers,  however,  advanced  boldly  to 
tU  edge  of  the  swamp,  and  from  what  cover  they 
■^Hild  obtain  did  considerable  execution  among 
^t^  enemy.  The  rebels,  as  I  anticipated,  attempted 
t  Sank  movement  on  our  left,  but  for  some  reason 
abandoned  it 

The  ammunition  of  the  artillery  here  entirely 
£u1(:d,  owing  to  the  caissons  not  having  been 
bn>aght  on,  for  want  of  transportation  from  Port 
^>yal,  and  pieces  bad  to  be  sent  back  to  Mackay*s 
Puint,  a  distanoe  of  ten  miles,  to  renew  it 


The  bridge  across  the  Pocotaligo  was  destroyed, 
and  the  rebels  from  behind  their  earthworks  con- 
tinued firing  on  the  only  approach  to  it  through 
the  swamps.  Night  was  now  closing  fast,  and 
seeing  the  utter  hopelessness  of  attempting  any 
thing  further  against  the  force  which  the  enemy 
had  concentrated  at  this  point  from  Savannah 
and  Charleston,  with  an  army  of  much  inferior 
force,  unprovided  with  ammunition,  and  not  hav- 
ing sufficient  transportation  to  remove  the  wound- 
ed, who  were  lying  writhing  along  the  entire  route, 
I  deemed  it  expedient  to  move  on  Mackay*s  Point, 
which  I  did  in  successive  lines  of  defence,  bury- 
ing my  dead  and  carrying  our  wounded  with  us 
on  such  stretchers  as  we  could  manufacture  fi*om 
branches  of  trees,  blankets,  etc.,  and  received  no 
molestation  from  the  rebels ;  embarked  and  re- 
turned to  Hilton  Head  on  the  twenty-third  instant 

Facts  tend  to  show  that  the  rebels  were  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  all  our  plans,  as  they  had 
evidently  studied  our  purpose  with  care,  and  had 
two  lines  of  defence,  "  Easton  and  Frampton," 
before  falling  back  on  Pocotaligo,  where,  aided  by 
their  field-works  and  favored  by  the  nature  of  the 
ground  and  the  facility  of  concentrating  troops,  they 
evidently  purposed  making  a  determined  stand ; 
and,  indeed,  the  accounts  gathered  from  prisoners 
leave  no  doubt  but  that  the  rebels  had  very  accu- 
rate information  of  our  movements. 

I  greatly  felt  the  want  of  cavalry,  who,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  transports  having  grounded  in 
Broad  River,  did  not  arrive  till  n^rly  four  p.m., 
and  who,  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  would,  per- 
haps, have  captured  some  field-pieces  in  the  open 
country  we  were  then  in,  and  would,  at  all  events, 
have  prevented  the  destruction  of  the  bridge  in 
the  rear  of  the  rebels?. 

Great  praise  is  due  to  the  brigade  and  regi- 
mental commanders  for  their  calm  and  determined 
courage  during  the  entire  day,  and  for  the  able 
manner  in  which  they  handled  their  several  com- 
mands. 

Col.  Barton,  Forty-eighth  regiment  New- York 
State  volunteers,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  accom- 
panying copy  of  his  report,  partially  effected  the 
object  of  this  movement  on  the  Coosahatchie, 
but  meeting  with  too  strong  a  force  of  the  rebels, 
was  forced  to  embark. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Major-Gen- 
eral  commanding  the  department  to  the  gallant 
and  distinguished  conduct  of  First  Lieutenant 
Guy  T.  Henry,  First  United  States  artillery,  com- 
manding a  section  of  light  artillery.  His  pieces 
were  served  admirably  throughout  He  had  two 
horses  shot  The  section  of  Third  United  States 
artillery,  commanded  by  First  Lieut  E.  Giddings, 
Third  United  States  artillery,  was  well  served. 
He  being  wounded  in  the  latter  part  of  the  day, 
his  section  was  commanded  by  Lieut  Henry. 

The  three  boat-howitzers  furnished  by  Captain 
Steed  man.  United  States  Navy,  commanding  the 
naval  forces,  were  served  well ;  and  the  officers 
commanding  them,  with  the  crews,  as  also  the 
detachment  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  volunteers, 
deserve  great  credit  for  their  coolness,  skill,  and 
gallantry.     The  officers  commanding  these  guns 


36 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862. 


are  as  follows :  Lieutenant  Lloyd  Phoenix,  Ensigns 
James  Wallace,  Samuel  P.  Adams,  and  Frederick 
Pearson. 

The  conduct  of  my  entire  staff,  Capt.  Lewis  J. 
Lambert,  A.A.G. ;  Captain  L  Coryell,  A.Q.M. ; 
Lieuts.  Ira  V.  Germain,  and  George  W.  Bacon, 
Aid-de-Camp,  gave  me  great  pleasure  and  satisfac- 
tion. My  orders  were  transmitted  by  them  in  the 
hottest  of  the  battle  with  great  rapidity  and  cor- 
rectness. To  Col.  E.  W.  Serrell,  New-York  Vol- 
unteer Engineers,  who  acted  as  an  additional  aid- 
de-camp,  I  am  much  indebted.  His  energy,  per- 
fect coolness  and  bravery,  was  a  source  of  grati- 
fication to  me.  Orders  from  me  were  executed  by 
him  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner. 

Lieut  G.  H.  Uill,  signal-officer,  performed  his 
duties  with  great  promptness.  He  acted  also  as 
additional  aid-de-camp,  and  gave  me  much  assist- 
ance in  carrying  my  orders  during  the  entire  day. 

Col.  T.  II.  Good,  Forty-seventh  regiment  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  Col.  Chatfield  being  wounded 
early  in  the  day,  commanded  the  First  brigade 
during  the  latter  part  of  the  engagement,  with 
much  ability.  Nothing  could  be  more  satisfac- 
tory than  the  promptness  and  skill  with  which 
the  wounded  were  attended  by  Sui^eon  £.  W. 
Bailey,  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
(Medical  Director,)  and  the  entire  medical  staff  of 
the  command. 

The  troops  of  the  command  behaved  with  great 
gallantry,  advancing  against  a  remarkably  heavy 
Hre  of  musketry,  canister,  grape,  round-shot,  and 
shell,  driving  the  enemy  before  them  with  much 
determination.  I  was  perfectly  satisfied  with 
their  conduct 

It  affords  me  much  pleasure  again  to  report 
the  perfect  cordiality  existing  between  the  two^ 
branches  of  the  service,  and  I  am  much  indebted 
to  Capt  Charles  S.  Steedman,  U.S.N.,  for  his  val- 
uable aid  and  assistance  in  disembarking  and  re- 
embarking  the  troops ;  also  in  sending  launches 
(with  howitzers)  to  prevent  an  attack  on  our 
pickets  while  we  were  embarking  to  return  to 
Hilton  Head.  The  fitting  out  of  the  expedition, 
as  relates  to  its  organization,  supplies,  transport- 
ation, and  ammunition,  was  done  entirely  by  the 
Major-General  commanding  the  department,  who 
at  first  proposed  to  command  it 

I  was  not  assigned  to  the  command  till  a  few 
hours  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  expedition 
from  Hilton  Head. 

The  reports  of  the  brigade  and  other  command- 
ers, with  a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  who  ren- 
dered themselves  personally  worthy  of  notice 
during  the  engagement,  I  will  forward  as  soon  as 
received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Colonel,  most  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  Brannan, 

Brlgadler-Oeneral  ComnuoidiDg. 

COLONEL  BARTON'S  REPOBT. 

HsASQUumns  U.  S.  Fosca  oh  tbb  Sataxnab  Rimt,  I 
FoBT  PVLASU,  Oa.,  October  28, 1S62.  f 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  share 
in  the  recent  operations  against  the  Chjurleston 


and  Savannah  Railroad.  In  accordance  with  or- 
ders from  General  Mitehel,  received  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  twentieth  instant,  I  left  this  port  at 
eight  o'clock  a.h.  on  the  twenty-first  infitant, 
with  three  hundred  men  of  the  Forty-eif;hth 
New- York  volunteers,  and  fifty  men  of  the  Third 
Rhode  Island  artillery,  (the  latter  under  com- 
mand of  Capt  John  H.  Gould,)  with  three  days 
cooked,  and  seven  days'  uncooked  rations,  oq 
board  the  armed  transport  Planter. 

On  arriving  at  Hilton  Head,  I  received  instruc- 
tions as  to  my  number  on  the  line  of  the  fleet, 
and  also  directions  to  report  to  Brig.-Gen.  Bran- 
nan — who  commanded  the  expedition — on  reach- 
ing Mackay  Point,  for  further  orders.  Soon  after 
daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-second,  I 
reported  to  Gfen.  Bn^nnan  on  board  the  Ben  De- 
ford,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  proceed  with 
my  command  up  the  Coosahatchie  River,  as  near 
to  the  town  of  that  name  as  I  might  deem  practi- 
cable, and  disembarking  under  cover  of  the  gun- 
boats, which  were  to  accompany  me,  to  more  to- 
ward the  town,  and,  if  possible,  reach  the  Charles- 
ton and  Savannah  Railroad  and  destroy  it  at  that 
point,  and  the  bridge  on  it  over  the  Coosahatchie. 

I  was  fully  instructed,  however,  not  to  hazard 
too  much  in  order  to  accomplish  the  above,  but 
if  opposed  by  a  force  at  all  superior,  to  fall  back 
under  cover  of  the  fleet 

There  was  some  delay  in  starting,  arising  from 
the  gunboats  being  well  to  the  rear,  which  I  im- 
proved in  borrowing  fi*om  Commander  Steedman, 
on  board  the  flag-ship  Paul  Jones,  a  twelve-pound 
Dahlgren  boat-howitzer,  and  fifty-two  rounds  of 
ammunition,  which  proved  of  great  service  to  me, 
and  for  which  I  desire  to  return  my  thanks.  1 
was  also  furnished  by  Gen.  Brannan^s  order  with 
fifty  men  from  the  New-York  State  Volunteer  En- 
gineers, under  command  of  Capt  Eaton,  provided 
with  the  necessary  implements  for  cutting  the 
railroad,  etc. 

We  were  soon  under  way,  and  had  proceeded 
some  three  miles  up  the  river,  when  the  gunboats 
turned  around  and  came  back,  in  compliance,  as  I 
am  informed,  with  an  order  from  the  flag-ship. 
I,  however,  continued  on  my  course  in  the  Planter, 
meanwhile  signaling  to  the  flag-officer  for  at  lea^t 
one  gunboat,  in  reply  to  which  he  kindly  sent 
two,  namely,  the  Patroon  and  the  Marblchead, 
which  followed  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  roinute>. 
The  river  at  this  point  was  very  narrow  and 
winding,  but  the  water  in  most  places  was  o?L*r 
twelve  Xeet  in  depth  at  low-tide. 

I  found  no  difficulty,  therefore,  in  reaching  a 
point  two  miles  distant  from  Coosahatchie,  but  it 
now  being  almost  dead  low-tide,  further  progress 
by  water  was  rendered  impossible  by  the  Planter 
running  aground.  Throwing  a  few  shells  in  the 
woods,  I  disembarked  with  my  infantry  and  en- 
gineers as  expeditiously  as  possible,  taking  with 
me  the  boat-howitzer  referred  to  above,  in  char;:e 
of  Capt  Gould,  Third  lihode  Island  artillery,  aj)d 
a  detachment  of  twelve  of  his  men.  The  swam{>T 
nature  of  the  ground  rendered  landing  ditficuil 
but  losing  no  time,  I  advanced  toward  the  main 
road,>  sending  a  request  to  the  officer  in  comjnaod 
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of  the  Patroon,  the  gunboat  nearest  me,  and  about 
a  mile  and  a  half  astern,  to  cover  the  road  in  my 
rear  as  I  advanced. 

I  should  state  hero  that  both  of  the  gunboats 
were  unfortunately  aground,  and  were  thus  pre- 
vented from  taking  a  position  nearer  to  the 
Planter.  Mj  advance  reported  squads  of  cavalir 
in  sight  as  the  main  body  entered  the  road,  which 
it  did  at  right  angles  to  the  point  of  disembarka- 
tion. The  road  proved  to  be  an  excellent  one, 
hard  and  firm,  and  evidently  repaired  but  an 
hour  or  two  before,  the  dirt  being  still  fresh,  and 
the  tracks  upon  it  showed  plainly  that  artillery, 
infantrv,  and  cavalry  had  just  passed  over  it  I 
continued  my  advance  toward  the  town,  driving 
in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  skirmishing  the  coun- 
tiy  as  thoroughly  as  possible. 

When  about  one  mile  from  the  village  the 
whistle  of  a  locomotive  was  heard.     I  was  in- 


formed by  the  contraband,  who  had  been  fur-   Planter  and  Patroon. 


three  pieces  of  artillery  commanding  the  bridge. 
They  immediately  opened  fire  upon  us  with  their 
artillery  and  infantry,  fortunately  for  us,  how- 
ever, firing  too  high.  I,  fired  a  few  rounds  in  re- 
turn, when,  as  it  was  now  nearly  night  and  the 
enemy's  reenforcements  above  were  double  my 
entire  force,  I  marched  slowly  back  to  my  boats. 
During  my  retreat  the  skirmishers  frequently  ob- 
served and  encountered  small  bodies  of  the  ene- 
my's cavalry,  who  were,  however,  easily  driven 
off. 

I  directed  Capt.  Eaton,  of  the  engineers,  to  de- 
stroy the  bridge  on  the  road  in  my  rear,  which 
he  did  thoroughly,  thus  in  a  measure  hindering 
the  pursuit.  The  enemy,  however,  made  his  ap- 
pearance and  attacked  us  with  infantry  and  ar- 
tillery several  times  during  my  embarkation,  but 
in  each  instance  we  drove  them  off  with  serious 
loss,  as  they  were  directly  under  the  guns  of  the 


Dished  as  a  guide,  that  it  was  the  dirt-train  which 
always  passed  at  that  hour,  and  which  he  said 
was  veil  on  its  way  to  Savannah.  A  few  mo- 
ments, however,  proved  that  he  had  misinformed 
Q^  for  when  the  main  body  arrived  at  a  point 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  the  town,  and 
when  the  skirmishers  had  already  reached  the 
nihx)ad  track  and  telegraph  line,  the  train  was 
beard  and  seen  rapidly  coming  down  the  road.  I 
quickly  placed  my  battalion  in  position,  and  as 
the  train  approached  I  directed  a  heavy  and  rapid 
fire  upon  it,  with  grape,  and  canister,  and  mus- 
ttttry.    This  fire  was  very  destructive. 

The  train  consisted  of  eight  cars,  six  of  which 
^«re  platforms  crowded  with  men,  the  two  box- 
rara  filled  with  officers.  There  were  also  two 
IL'ht  field-pieces  on  board.  Many  were  seen  to 
^  at  the  first  fire,  (among  them  the  engineer,) 
ind  twenty-five  or  thirty  jumped  from  the  train, 
Qi3>t  of  whom  were  maimed  or  killed  ;  the  rest, 
v^ith  one  exception,  betaking  themselves  to  the 
vchhLs  and  swamps  on  the  other  side  of  the  track. 
y*  e  carried  away  or  destroyed  here  about  thirty 
stands  of  arms,  mostly  rifles,  and  secured  one  of- 
S'^er  s  sword  and  cap,  and  a  stand  of  silk  colors 
bt  longing  to  the  "  Whippy  Swamp  Guards."  We 
^  it  a  number  of  the  enemy's  dead  and  wounded 
^  the  track.  We  have  smce  learned  from  the 
•^Tannah  papers  of  the  twenty-fourth  and  twen- 
tj-Qflh,  that  among  the  killed  at  this  point  was 
Major  Harrison,  of  the  Eleventh  Georgia  regi- 
B)«ot,  which  regiment,  with  the  Guards  named 
*Wve,  were  on  the  train.  Immediately  after  the 
^in  had  passed,  Capt.  Eaton,  by  my  directions, 
^'  rigorously  at  work  tearing  up  the  railroad 
'^rack,  and  continued  thus  until  the  retreat  was 
soanded. 

After  this  occurrence  I  concluded,  if  possible, 
^  piuih  rapidly  into  the  town  and  attack  the 
tHKips  while  in  the  confusion  of  disembarking. 
I  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance,  however, 
before  I  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
a  ii^antageously  posted  on  the  other  side  of  the 
l^j^lic  road  bridge,  between  that  and  the  railroad 
^dge.  They  were  flanked  on  their  leTt  by  the 
fiver,  and  on  their  right  by  a  thick  swamp,  with 


As  soon  as  the  steamer  again  floated  we  re- 
turned to  Mackay's  Point  by  order  of  Gen.  Bran- 
nan,  and  thence  by  way  of  Hilton  Head  to  this 
port 

I  regret  to  report  that  during  the  last  attack 
of  the  enemy  Lieutenant  J.  M.  Blanding,  Third 
Rhode  Island  artillery,  at  that  time  in  charge  of 
the  Planter,  was  dangerously  wounded  in  the 
left  arm  and  side.  He  is  now,  however,  doing 
well.  This  was  the  only  casualty  on  our  side 
during  the  day. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  state  that  every 
officer  and  man  of  my  command  behaved  during 
the  day  in  the  most  commendable  manner,  evinc- 
iitg  only  a  desire  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  regret 
at  the  necessity  of  a  retreat 

Major  Green,  Acting  Lieutenant-Colonel  Forty- 
eighth  New- York  volunteers,  and  Acting  Major 
Captain  Strickland,  New- York  volunteers,  were 
especially  useful 

Capt  Gould,  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  artil- 
lery, also  rendered  me  most  efficient  service,  as 
did  also  Captain  Eaton,  Serrell's  Volunteer  Engi- 
neers, all  of  whom  displayed  the  utmost  zeal,  en- 
ergy, and  ability  in  all  they  were  called  upon  to 
perform. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Captain,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

William  B.  Barton, 

Colonel  Forty*eighth  New-Tork  Volanteen,  Oonmuuidlng  Fort. 

Capt  L.  J.  Lambert, 

Anlatani  A^JotaQt-GeneraL 

A  NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

Post  Rotal,  Friday,  October  24, 1802. 
Encouraged  by  the  perfect  success  of  the  re- 
cent enterprise  at  St  John\s  River  and  the  Bluff- 
ton  salt-works,  and  true  to  the  promise  that  he 
made  his  troops,  of  giving  them  active  employ- 
ment on  assuming  command  of  the  Department 
of  the  South,  Gen.  Mitchel  has  just  prosecuted  a 
third  expedition,  of  greater  magnitude  and  of  more 
important  aim,  which,  while  yielding  fresh  lustre 
to  our  arms,  I  grieve  to  say,  has  only  partially 
achieved  its  object,  and  adds  another  long  list  to 
the  names  of  martyrs  in  the  Union  cause. 
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The  special  design  of  this  enterprise  was  to  de- 
stroy the  trestle-work  bridges  of  the  Charleston 
•  and  Savannah  Railroad,  crossing  the  Pocotaligo, 
TuUifiny,  and  Coosahatchie.  These  streams  are 
all  tributaries  of  the  Broad  River ;  and  to  approach 
them  it  was  determined,  after  a  careful  study  of 
the  map  of  this  peculiarly  impracticable  and  most 
difficult  country  for  military  operations,  to  make 
a  landing  at  Mackay's  Point,  at  the  junction  of  the 
Broad  and  Pocotaligo  Rivers,  a  distance  of  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Hilton  Head,  where  our  troops 
could  be  debarked  under  cover  of  gunboats,  and 
a  march  of  eleven  miles  would  take  them  to  the 
village  of  Pocotaligo,  at  which  place  it  was  sup- 
posed the  enemy  would  make  a  stand.  The  at- 
tack was  intended  as  a  surprise ;  and  while  our 
main  force  was  to  advance,  as  stated,  a  smaller 
body  of  troopR,  commanded  by  Col.  Barton,  of  the 
Forty-eighth  New-York  volunteers,  was  to  create 
a  diversion  by  penetrating  to  the  Coosahatchie 
bridge  in  the  steamer  Planter,  convoyed  by  the 
gunboat  Patroon  ;  but  with  imperative  orders  to 
retire  should  they  encounter  a  superior  force.  By 
cutting  the  railroad  in  the  manner  proposed,  com- 
munication between  the  cities  of  Savannah  and 
Charleston  would  be  destroyed,  and  the  way 
opened  for  a  sudden  blow  upon  one  or  both  of 
these  places,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Commanding 
General 

The  plan  of  this  expedition  was  skilfully  con- 
ceived, and  every  precaution  adopted  to  render  it 
successful  Few  can  imagine  the  perplexities  at- 
tendant upon  the  movement  of  troops  and  artillery 
by  water.  It  was  necessary  to  construct  flat-boats 
for  the  transportation  of  field-batteries;  to  con- 
centrate all  the  light-draught  boats ;  to  gain  such 
knowledge  as  might  be  gained  imperfectly  through 
scouts,  of  the  character  of  the  country  to  be  tra- 
versed ;  to  decide  upon  the  possibility  of  debark- 
ing at  the  point  selected ;  arriving  at  proper  tides ; 
providing  for  the  subsistence  of  the  troops,  and  a 
hundred  other  details  regarding  prudence  and 
sagacious  foresight,  and  which  after  all  were  sus- 
ceptible of  disarrangement  Considering  all  these 
circumstances,  and  the  fact  that  so  many  persons 
are  employed  in  the  organization  of  an  expedition 
of  this  kind,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  informa- 
tion of  the  projected  attack  passed  our  lines,  and 
the  enemy  consequently  was  ready  to  receive  us. 

The  army  transports  of  light  draught  were  not 
sufficient  for  the  transportation  of  the  number  of 
men  required  for  this  service,  and  in  the  emer- 
gency Commodore  Godon,  of  the  navy,  was  ap- 
plied to  by  Gen.  Mitchel  for  assistance.  Commo- 
dore Godon  promptly  agreed  to  take  troops  on 
the  gunboats,  and  the  soldiers  were  assigned  as 
follows : 

Gunboat  Paul  Jones,  Captain  Charles  Steed- 
man,  commanding  naval  forces,  towine  Wabash 
launches.  Transport  Ben  Deford,  with  six  hun- 
dred of  the  Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers, and  four  hundred  of  the  Fifly-fiflh  Pennsyl- 
vania  volunteers^  Gunboat  Connemaugh,  with 
three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Fourth  New-Hamp- 
shire volunteers.  Gunboat  Wissahickon,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Fourth  New-Hamp- 


shire volunteers.  Transport  Boston,  with  five 
hundred  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut  volunteers, 
and  three  hundred  and  eighty  of  the  Third  New- 
Hampshire  volunteers  Gunboat  Patroon,  with 
fifty  of  the  Third  New-Hampshire  volunteers. 
Gunboat  Uncas,  with  fifty  of  the  Third  New- 
Hampshire  volunteers.  Transport  Darlington, 
with  three  hundred  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  vol- 
unteers. The  Relief  and  schooner,  with  two  hun- 
dred of  the  Sixth  Connecticut  volunteers.  Gun- 
boat Marblehead,  with  two  hundred  and  thirty 
of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  volunteers.  Gunboat 
Vixen,  with  seventy  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island 
volunteers.  Steamer  Florida,  with  three  hundred 
of  the  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  volunteers. 
Gunboat  Water  Witch,  with  one  hundred  and 
thirty  of  the  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  volun- 
teers. Army  gunboat  George  Washington,  with 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  New- York  Volun- 
teer Engineers.  Steamer  Planter,  with  three  hun- 
dred of  the  Forty-eighth  New- York  volunteers. 
The  Ben  Deford,  towed  a  flat-boat  having  on 
board  a  section  of  Lieut  Henry's  battery  First 
United  States  artillery,  and  the  Boston  another 
flat  boat  carrying  a  section  of  company  E,  Third 
United  States  artillery.  The  entire  land  forces 
were  composed  of  portions  of  the  first  and  second 
brigades  of  the  Tenth  army  corps,  respectively 
commanded  by  Brig. -Generals  J.  M.  Brannan  and 
A.  H.  Terry,  the  former  being  senior  officer,  and 
therefore  commanding  the  expedition. 

At  nightfiill,  of  Tuesday,  the  twenty-first,  the 
expedition  was  ready  for  departure,  but  did  not 
leave  until  midnight,  as  nothing  could  be  accom- 
plished by  reaching  its  destination  before  day- 
break. The  vessels  left  in  the  order  above  de- 
signated, but  the  night  was  misty,  and  one  or 
two  of  them  ran  aground,  delaying  their  arrival 
at  the  rendezvous  for  some  hours  beyond  the 
time  which  had  been  fixed. 

Meanwhile  the  tug  Starlight  was  despatched 
with  some  boats  of  the  Paul  Jones  and  a  small 
company  of  soldiers  of  the  Seventh  Connecticut, 
under  Capt  Gray,  to  capture  the  rebel  pickets  at 
Mackay^s  Point  and  at  a  plantation  on  the  Poco- 
taligo River,  a  few  miles  distant  This  project 
was  only  partially  successful.  At  the  plantation, 
Lieut  Banks,  of  the  enemy^s  picket,  and  three 
men,  were  made  prisoners,  but  through  the  in- 
competency of  a  negro  guide,  the  guard  at  the 
point  escaped,  giving  warning  of  our  approach. 
From  the  rebel  officer  who  was  taken,  Gen.  Bran- 
nan  learned  that  our  attack  ha4  been  apprehend- 
ed by  the  enemy,  and  for  several  days  they  had 
been  preparing  for  the  encounter. 

The  tedious  process  of  puttins  the  men  ashore 
in  small  boats  was  commenced  soon  afler  six 
o'clock  A.M.,  on  Wednesday,  and  by  ten  o'clock, 
men,  horses,  and  guns  were  landed,  excepting  the 
detachment  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  volunteers^ 
who  were  on  the  gunboat  Marblehead,  which  was 
aground  all  day  some  miles  down  the  river. 

The  line  of  march  was  taken  up  soon  afler  ten, 
the  section  of  Lieutenant  Henry^s  battery  bcin" 
at  the  head  of  the  column,  with  skirmishers  of  the 
Forty-seventh  Pennsylvania  regiment     Advano- 
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ingslovljover  an  admirable  road  for  seven  miles, 
ve  fiiiled,  during  the  march,  of  encountering  the 
enemj,  who  had  prudently  recoiled  from  a  meet- 
ing until' it  should  take  place  beyond  range  of  our 
gunboats,  although  the  nature  of  the  ground  over 
which  we  passed  afforded  many  excellent  posi- 
tions for  defence. 

The  road  alternated  through  dense  woods,  and 
through  marshes,  only  passable  over  a  narrow 
cau,seway,  save  at  one  or  two  points.     Choosing 
a  position  at  the  opposite  end  of  this  causeway, 
tiie  enemy*  opened  a  furious  fire  of  shell  and 
cuiister  on  our  advancing  column,  which  was 
promptly  met  by  the  battery  under  Lieut.  Henry. 
Immediately  the  order  was  given  by  Gen.  Brannan 
for  his  brigade  to  form  line  of  battle,  the  centre 
noting  on  the  causeway.     After  a  brisk  fire  of 
both  musketry  and  artillery  the  rebels  retired  to 
the  dense  woods  in  their  rear,  tearing  up  the 
causeway-bridge,  which  delayed  the  advance  of 
our  artillery  until  it  could  be  repaired.     Mean- 
while, the  First  brigade  pressed  on  to  the  woods, 
which  they  penetrated,  driving  the  enemy  before 
them,  and  closely  followed  by  the  Second  brigade, 
under  General  Terry,  who  came  up  with  a  cheer, 
and  were  quickly  in  the  engagement     Here  the 
fijht,  it  may  be  said,  fairly  commenced — the  ene- 
my's sharp-shooters  picking  off  our  men  rapidly. 
The  artillery  fire  from  our  side  was  not  slackened 
white  the  bridge  was  being  repaired,  and  it  was 
not  long  before  the  batteries  went  forward  to  the 
work  in  support  of  the  infantry. 

This  action  began  between  twelve  and  one,  and 
k^ted  about  an  hour,  ending  in  the  retreat  of  the 
rebels  to  another  position  at  Frampton^s  planta- 
tion, which  lies  two  miles  beyond.  The  enemy 
were  closely  followed,  and  after  a  fight  more  hot- 
Ij  contested  ths^  the  first,  our  troops  were  again 
Tictorious,  the  second  time  driving  the  rebels 
from  their  well-chosen  position,  and  two  miles 
berond,  which  brought  them  up  to  Pocotaligo 
bridge,  (not  the  railroad  bridge,)  over  which  they 
cros^  taking  shelter  behind  earth-works  on  the 
Ivthest  siJe.  To  this  point  our  troops  nearly 
appfroached,  but  found  farther  progress  impossi- 
ble, as  the  bridge  had  been  cut  by  the  enemy  on 
his  retreat.  This  fact  we  construe  into  a  clear 
ae^knowledgment  of  his  defeat  Although  these 
ercnts  are  thus  briefly  noted,  it  required  upward 
of  tiTe  hours  of  impetuous  and  gallant  fighting  to 
Kcomplish  them.  At  no  one  time  was  the  en- 
tire field  of  combat  in  view  from  a  given  point, 
ind  I  therefore  find  it  impossible  to  speak  in  de- 
tail of  the  operations  of  my  own  regiment  Both 
brij^es  participated  in  the  action,  and  both  Gen- 
enJ^  Brannan  and  Terry  were  constantly  under 
fire,  leading  and  directing  the  movements  of  their 
aen,  awidiening  enthusiasm  by  their  personal 
hravery  and  the  skilful  manner  in  which  they 
Banoeuvred  their  commands.  Frequently,  while 
the  fight  was  progressing,  we  heard  the  whistles 
of  the  railroad  trains,  notifying  us  of  reenforce- 
meots  for  the  rebels,  both  from  Charleston  and 
Sirannah ;  and  even  if  we  had  had  fiEu;ilities  for 
crosging  the  river,  it  would  have  been  unwise  to 
ha?e  nuule  the  attempt  in  view  of  these  circum- 


stances. Gen.  Brannan  therefore  ordered  a  re- 
treat, which  was  conducted  in  a  most  orderly 
manner,  the  regiments  retiring  in  successive  lines, 
carrying  off  their  dead  and  wounded,  and  leaving 
no  arms  or  ammunition  on  the  field. 

Of  the  exact  force  of  the  rebels,  of  course,  we 
know  nothing,  although  Gen.  Brannan  was  ol^  the 
opinion  that  it  equalled  our  own.  Certainly  their 
artillery  exceeded  ours  by  four  or  five  pieces,  and 
this  we  have  from  the  seven  prisoners  taken,  one 
of  whom,  Wm.  Judd,  belonged  to  company  B, 
Second  South-Carolina  cavalry,  whose  horse  was 
also  captured.  The  prisoners  informed  us  that 
General  Beauregard  commanded  in  person. 

While  these  events  were  taking  place  between 
the  main  forces  on  either  side,  Colonel  Barton,  of 
the  Forty-eighth  New- York,  with  three  hundred 
of  his  own  men  and  fifty  of  the  Third  Rhode 
Island  regiment,  under  command  of  Capt  J.  H. 
Gould,  went  up  the  Coosahatchie  River,  con- 
voyed by  the  Patroon,  to  within  two  miles  of  the 
town  of  the  same  name.  Landing  this  force  here, 
a  march  was  made  to  the  village  through  which 
runs  the  railroad.  Arrived  there,  they  com- 
menced tearing  up  the  rails,  but  had  scarcely 
engaged  in  the  work  when  a  long  train  of  cars 
came  firom  the  direction  of  Savannah,  filled  with 
troops.  This  train  was  fired  into  by  our  party, 
killing  the  engineer  and  a  number  of  others.  Sev- 
eral soldiers  jumped  from  the  cars  while  they 
were  in  motion,  and  were  wounded.  One  was 
taken  prisoner — thirty  muskets  were  captured, 
and  colors  of  the  Whippy  Swamp  Guards  taken 
from  the  color-bearer,  who  was  killed  by  our  fire. 
The  work  of  tearing  up  the  rails  was  not  accom- 
plished in  time  to  prevent  the  onward  progress 
of  the  train,  and  our  men  afterward  completed 
the  job— also  cutting  the  telegraph,  and  bringing 
away  a  portion  of  the  wire  with  them.  Colonel 
Barton  next  attempted  to  reach  the  railroad 
bridge,  for  the  purpose  of  firing  it,  but  was  im- 
able,  as  it  was  protected  by  a  battery  of  three 
guns.  Fearing  that.his  retreat  might  be  cut  off 
by  the  enfemy's  cavalry,  he  gave  the  order  to  re- 
tire to  the  steamboat,  which  was  done  success- 
fully. His  men  had  nearly  all  embarked  when 
the  cavalry  boldly  came  directly  under  the  guns 
of  the  Planter  and  Patroon,  and  fired  upon  both 
steamers.  A  few  rounds  of  canister  dispersed 
them,  and  the  only  damage  which  they  inflicted 
was  the  serious  wounding  of  Lieut  J.  M.  Bland- 
ing,  of  the  Third  Rhode  Island  artillery. 

Nearly  all  Wednesday  night  was  passed  in 
bringing  the  wounded  from  the  battle-tield  and 
placing  them  upon  the  transports.  This  humane 
work  was  personally  superintended  by  General 
Terry  and  Brigade  Quartermaster  Coryell,  of 
Gen.  Brannan's  staff.  As  fast  as  the  boats  were 
filled  they  returned  to  Hilton  Head,  and  by  Thurs- 
day night  the  whole  force  had  reembarked.  Be- 
fore our  last  regiment  left  Mackay's  Point  the 
enemy*8  pickets  had  re&ppeared,  but  not  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  molest  us. 

Scarcely  five  minutes  after  the  first  engage- 
ment began,  wounded  men  were  brought  to  the 
rear.    Surgeon  Bailey,  the  Medical  Director  at 
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Beaufort,  who  aooompanied  the  expedition,  estab- 
lished a  hospital  almost  imder  fire,  by  the  road- 
side, beneath  the  shade  of  the  stately  pine  woods, 
with  Surgeons  Merritt,  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  McClellan,  of  the  Sixth  Connecticut, 
and  these  gentlemen  soon  had  their  energies  taxed 
to  the  uttermost  It  was  a  spectacle  to  make 
one  shudder  as  the  poor  fellows,  wounded  and 
dying,  were  emptied  from  the  ambulances  upon 
the  green  sward. 

A  striking  instance  of  heroism  came  under  my 
observation.  During  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
Artificer  Zincks,  of  Henry's  battery,  seized  a 
shell  which  had  fidlen  into  our  ammunition-box 
and  threw  it  into  a  ditch,  where  it  exploded,  se- 
riously wounding  him.  Had  it  not  been  for  his 
bravery  and  presence  of  mind,  the  most  serious 
consequences  might  have  ensued.  Lieut  Henry's 
horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  the  shell  that 
killed  the  animal  also  killed  one  man  and  wound- 
ed five  others.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  Lieut 
Gettings,  of  the  Third  United  States  artillery, 
whose  section  also  did  good  service  in  the  fight, 
also  lost  one  man  killed  and  five  wounded  by  the 
explosion  of  a  single  shell  Lieut  Gettings  him- 
sclSf  was  wounded  in  the  ankle. 

Three  howitzers  fix>m  the  Wabash,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut  Phoenix  and  Ensigns  Wallace  and 
Lamed,  accompanied  the  land  forces,  and  won  a 
great  deal  of  praise  for  gallantry  and  effective 
firing.  Young  Wallace  was  sent  by  Gen.  Terry 
to  cover  the  retreat  from  Pocotaligo  bridge,  which 
he  handsomely  accomplished.  He  had  delivered 
two  rounds  of  grape  into  the  enemy's  ranks, 
when  a  shower  of  rifie-balls  were  sent  against 
him,  wounding  three  of  his  men  and  perforating 
his  own  clothes.  The  heroic  young  fellow  was 
then  ordered  to  retire,  which  he  reluctantly  did, 
after  vainly  asking  permission  to  fire  another 
round. 

The  rebels  left  fifteen  or  twenty  of  their  dead 
on  the  field,  and  the  inference  is  that  their  loss 
must  have  been  severe,  or  they  would  have  had 
time  to  remove  all  in  their  successive  retreats. 
Two  caissons  filled  with  ammunition  were  cap- 
tured from  the  enemy  during  the  second  battle. 
Our  own  supply  of  ammunition  at  this  time  hav- 
ing been  wcU-nigh  exhausted,  this  proved  very 
opportune. 

Although  the  main  object  of  the  expedition 
failed  of  success,  yet  the  benefits  conferred  were 
not  of  trifling  value.  We  have  made  a  thorough 
reconnoissance  of  the  heretofore  unknown  Broad 
River  and  its  tributaries,  and  ascertained  the  cha- 
racter of  the  country,  which  is  knowledge  of  im- 
mense importance,  in  view  of  future  movements 
in  that  dLrection.  We  have  also  demonstrated 
the  necessity  of  heavy  reenforcements  if  the  Gov- 
ernment desire  Gen.  Mitchel  to  strike  heavily  in 
his  department 

REBEL  REPORTS  AND  NARRATIVEa 
GENERAL  BEAUB£GARD*S  DESPATCH. 

CnARLESTox,  S.  C,  Oct  28. 

The  abolitionists  attacked  in  force  Pocotaligo 


and  Coosahatohie  yesterday.  They  were  gal- 
lantly repulsed  to  their  gunboats  at  Madcay*8 
Point  and  Bee's  Creek  Landing,  by  Col.  W.  S. 
Walker,  commanding  the  district,  and  Col.  G.  P^ 
Harrison,  commanding  the  troops  sent  from  here. 
The  enemy  had  come  in  thirteen  transports  aDd 
gunboats.  The  Charleston  and  Savannah  Rail- 
road is  uninjured.  The  abolitionists  left  their 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field,  and  our  cavalry 
are  in  hot  pursuit  G.  T.  Beaubbgard, 

G«oerai  Commandliig. 
RIOHMOND  "DI8PAT0H»  ACCOVNT. 

RiCBMOHD,  October  81,  ISei 

In  the  fight  at  Pocotaligo,  it  appears  that  the 
enemy's  force  consisted  of  detachments  of  eight 
regiments  from  Pennsylvania,  New-Hampshire, 
Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut  Each  detach- 
ment numbered  four  hundred  men,  so  that  the  at- 
tacking force  of  infantry  consisted  of  about  three 
thousand  two  hundred  men,  beside  which  there 
was  a  full  battery  of  field-pieces  and  two  boat- 
howitzers.  These  troops  were  commanded  by 
Brig.-Gen.  Terry.  Having  efi*ected  their  landing 
at  an  early  hour  and  driven  in  our  pickets,  the 
Yankees  advanced  rapidly  toward  the  railroad. 
The  Charleston  Mercury  says : 

They  first  encountered  our  forces  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.M.,  and  the  fighting  was  kept  up  with 
more  or  less  spirit  from  that  time  until  fiveo^clock 
P.M.,  when  the  enemy  began  to  waver,  and  tin&llr 
fell  back  in  disorder,  leaving,  his  dead  upon  the 
field.  The  action  is  described  by  an  eye-witness 
to  have  been  a  second  Secessionville  affair,  in  the 
disparity  of  the  forces  engaged,  in  the  stubborn 
character  of  the  contest,  and  in  the  completeness 
of  the  repulse.  Capt  Elliott's  battery  and  the 
Virginia  battery  are  said  to  have  covered  them- 
selves with  glory.  A  later  report,  though  not 
official,  places  the  number  of  our  casualties  at 
twenty  killed  and  sixty  wounded. 

The  heaviest  loss  was  sufibred  by  the  Virginia 
artillerv.  Captain  J.  N.  Lamkin,  a  gallant  corps, 
which  has  served  on  our  coast  ever  since  the  fall 
of  Port  Royal  They  had  four  killed  and  six- 
teen wounded,  most  of  the  latter  slightly.  The 
following  are  the  names  of  the  killed :  C.  Peters, 
J.  F.  Flucher,  W.  A.  Thacker,  T.  J.  Allen.  Lieut 
Massle  was  wounded  in  the  head  and  arm  slightJr. 
The  battery  went  into  action  with  thirty-five  men. 
A  large  number  of  its  horses  were  killed.  The 
Old  Dominion  boys  also  lost  a  caisson,  owing  to 
the  horses  having  taken  fiight,  but  captured  one 
from  the  enemy,  which  made  things  even.  The 
enemy  burned  the  caisson  which  they  took. 

The  Charleston  Courier  adds  the  following  to 
this  account : 

The  Forty-sixth  Georgia  and  a  detachment  of 
cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Colquitt, 
were  ordered  down  Thursday  morning  to  follow 
up  the  enemy,  a  courier  having  arrived,  stating 
that  the  enemy  was  in  force  at  Mackay*8  Poinu 
The  Georgians  on  the  road  gathered  up  quite  a 
large  stock  of  overcoats  and  other  articles  found 
along  the  road.  Two  new-made  graves  were  also 
discovered.    The  enemy's  dead  lie  scattered  along 
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the  route  down  to  the  point  of  landing.  During 
the  whole  engagement  they  were  carrying  their 
wounded  and  dying  to  the  rear.  One  man  who 
aiw  them  on  their  retreat  states  that  he  met  a 
continued  stream  of  ambulances  going  and  corn- 
in?  from  their  boats.  On  their  advance  they  had 
killed  some  sheep,  but  in  the  hasty  retreat  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  plunder. 

Our  troops  buried  forty  of  the  enemy's  dead. 
The  force  that  first  met  the  enemy  consisted  of 
the  Rotledge  mounted  riflemen,  Capt  Trenholm ; 
Charleston  light  dragoons,  Cant  Rutledge ;  Beau- 
fort volunteer  artillery,  Capt  William  Elliott,  and 
in  infantry  company,  who  stubbornly  and  suc- 
ce^fully  contest^  the  enemy's  advance  until  the 
tnivil  of  reenforcements.  The  others  afterward 
«igiged  were  Nelson's  Virginia  battery,  Morgan's 
squadron  of  cavalry,  Ma^or  Abney's  First  battalion 
of  sharp-shooters,  consisting  of  Capt  Chisholm's 
company,  Capt  Allston*8  company,  and  Captain 
fioist's  company. 


Doc  14. 


THE  "SCOTIA"  AND  THE  "ANGLIA." 

BSA&-ADMIRAL  DU  FONT'S  REPORT. 

Flao^Ship  WABAgn,      t 
VoKt  ROTJLL  Hamob,  &  C,  October  29, 1803.  f 

Sn :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  depart- 
ment the  capture,  on  the  twenty-fourth  instant, 
of  the  British  steamer  Scotia,  by  the  United  States 
bark  Restless,  acting  volunteer  Lieut  E.  Conroy 
commanding,  off  Bull's  Bay. 

The  steamer  was  discovered  at  daylight  stand- 
ing toward  Builds  Island.  Acting  volunteer 
Lieutenant  Conroy  immediately  got  under  weigh 
with  his  vessel,  and  at  the  same  time  sent  two 
armed  boats  to  the  leeward  of  the  steamer,  which 
farced  her  to  run  ashore.  He  then  ran  in  with 
the  Restless  to  cut  her  off  and  keep  her  from  run- 
ning out  should  she  get  off  before  the  boats  could 
reach  her.  When  the  boats  got  alongside  it  was 
diMV)rered  that  the  captain,  an  old  offender, 
named  Libby,  with  a  gentleman  and  a  lady,  (pas- 
sengers,) had  left  the  steamer  in  an  open  boat ; 
the  crew  were  in  a  state  of  intoxication,  so  that 
they  became  almost  unmanageable,  and*  Lieut 
C«jnroy  ordered  them  to  be  transferred  on  board 
the  R^tless;,  and  put  in  irons. 

Lieut  Conroy  did  not  succeed  in  getting  her 
otf  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth,  during 
vbich  time  he  was  compelled  to  anchor  with 
tbe  Restless  within  gunshot  of  the  prize,  to  pro- 
tect her,  and  at  low-tide  his  own  vessel  touched 
bottom  several  times,  but  without  sustaining  any 
s&T  material  injury.  He  reports  the  loss,  by 
<lruwning,  of  John  Martin,  (seaman,)  of  the  Rest- 
less and  a  fireman  of  the  Scotia,  in  consequence 
of  the  swamping  of  a  boat  in  trying  to  get  out  a 
hawser.  In  getting  off  the  Scotia,  and  afterward 
in  bringing  her  to  Port  Royal,  the  engineers  of 
that  vessel  rendered  every  assistance  in  their 
power,  for  which  Lieut  Conroy  promised  that 
they  should  receive  compensation. 


I  have  fhrther  the  honor  to  report  the  capture 
at  BulVs  Bay,  on  the  twenty-seventh,  of  the  Brit- 
ish steamer  Anglia,  by  the  boats  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Flag. 

The  Restless,  then  under  the  command  of  Act- 
ing Master  Griswold,  (Lieut  Conroy  being  tem- 
porarily under  command  of  the  Scotia^)  had  dis- 
covered the  steamer  entering  BulFs  Bay  the  even- 
ing before,  but  she  having  passed  so  far  to  the 
windward  of  her,  the  Restless  could  not  prevent 
her  getting  in,  and  having  only  one  small  boat 
belonging  to  the  ship,  Actine  Master  Griswold 
did  not  think  it  prudent  send  her  in  pursuit,  but 
he  got  the  Restless  in  a  position  to  command  the 
channel,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  the  escape 
of  the  steamer. 

On  the  next  day  the  Flag,  Lieutenant  Conroy 
on  board,  on  his  way  to  join  his  vessel,  arrived 
at  the  anchorage  of  the  Restless,  and  on  receiv- 
ing the  above  information,  Commodore  Strong, 
under  the  pilotage  of  Lieut  Conroy,  ran  the  Flag 
close  to  the  bar,  which  his  vessel  could  not  cross, 
and  despatched  four  armed  gunboats,  under 
Lieuts.  Carpenter  and  Conroy,  inside  of  Bull's 
Island. 

The  steamer  was  discovered  on  shore  near 
Jack  Creek,  about  four  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  BulFs  Bay,  but  was  soon  safely  got  off— all  of 
her  officers  and  crew  being  on  board,  except  the 
pilot  and  six  men,  who  had  gone  to  Charleston 
the  evening  previous.  The  crew  rendered  every  $, 
assistance  in  getting  her  off.  Lieut  Conroy 
then  piloted  the  Anglia  oiit  of  BulFs  Bay  and 
over  the  bar. 

The  Anglia^  when  captured,  was  almost  out  of 
coal,  and  was  sent  by  Capt  Godon,  senior  offi- 
cer off  Charleston  harbor,  to  be  supplied.  She 
is  the  same  vessel  which  attempted  on  the  night 
of  the  nineteenth  of  September  last,  to  enter 
Charleston  harbor  by  Sanford's  channel,  but  was 
headed  off,  though  she  succeeded  in  escaping  in 
the  darkness. 

I  shall  despatch  both  these  steamers  North  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Before  closing  this  despatch,  I  cannot  forbear 
calling  the  attention  of  the  department  to  the 
energy  and  activity  displayed  by  Acting  Lieut 
Conroy,  of  the  Restless. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admind,  Oommandlng  &  A.  Blockading  Squadron. 

LIEUTENANT   COUHANDINa   CONROT'S   REPORT. 

Ov  SoABj)  Bakk  RnrLOB,  orr  Bitll^s  Bit,  ) 
Nbab  CiUaLmov,  October  29, 1863.     f 

On  Friday  morning  last,  at  daylight,  a  steamer 
was  discovered  trying  to  get  in  this — Bull's  Bay 
^-channel.  I  got  the  ship  under  way,  and  sent 
two  armed  boats,  and  with  the  bark  cut  her  o£ 
The  captain  of  the  steamer,  finding  himself  inter- 
cepted, preferred  running  his  vessel  on  shore  to 
being  sunk  by  my  guns.  We  captured  her  at 
seven  o* clock  in  the  morning.  She  proved  to  be 
the  famous  steamship  Scotia,  which  has  run  the 
blockade  many  times.  We  had  very  hard  work 
getting  her  om     We  were  obliged  to  throw  over- 
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board  almost  all  her  coals  and  everything  heavy, 
even  her  machinery,  that  could  be  spared.  On 
Sunday  morning  she  was  sufficiently  lightened 
to  be  taken  off  Sie  coast.  She  was  immediately 
sent,  with  an  officer  and  a  prize  crew,  to  Port 
Royal. 

On  my  return  on  Sunday  to  my  ship  on  board 
the  steamer  Flag,  (the  Restless  had  been  lying  off 
the  Bay,  where  the  Scotia  was  captured,)  I  found 
that  another  steamer  had  run  in  on  the  day  we 
had  left,  and  that  she  also  was  in  a  trap.  I  man- 
ned two  boats  from  my  own  vessel  (the  Restless) 
and  two  from  the  Flag,  and  in  command  of  the 
first  division  of  the  boats  we  went  in  abd  '*  cut 
her  out"  also.  At  half-past  six  p.m.  we  cap- 
tured her.  *  Steam  was  up  and  she  was  ready 
to  start  for  Charleston  as  soon  as  the  night  came 
on.  We  brought  her  out  and  anchored  her  under 
the  guns  of  the  Restless  and  the  Flag.  She 
proved  to  be  the  English  steamer  Anglia,  with  a 
very  valuable  cargo.  This,  with  the  cargo  of  the 
Scotia,  will  be  worth  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
Both  steamers  are  very  fine  vessels. 

The  cargoes  consists  of  Sharpens  rifles,  powder, 
teas,  coffees,  brandy,  boots  and  shoes,  linen  goods, 
and  drugs. 

I  am  much  elated  at  my  success  in  depriving 
the  rebels  of  supplies  which  were  so  important 
to  them,  and  this  thought  gives  me  much  greater 
satisfaction  than  any  pecuniary  interest  1  may 
have  in  the  captured  vessels. 

Edward  Gonrot, 

Ueotenaai  OommandlDg  United  States  SaUlng  Bark  ReiUeu. 


Doc.  15. 


SKIRMISH  AT  BLACKWATER  RIVER,  VA. 

BALTIMORE   "AMERICAN"   ACGOUNT. 
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la  HXADQUAXTBM  FlXST  MOimT<D  RlFLKS, 

Nrab  SurroLK,  Viroinia 
October  2ft,  18<» 

The  regiment  returned  at  a  quarter  after  four 
P.M.  from  the  reconnoissance  upon  which  it  start- 
ed at  four  P.M.  on  the  twenty-fourth  instant  The 
following  will  be  a  concise  and  veritable  report  of 
aU  that  has  been  important  in  the  movements  of 
the  regiment  during  its  absence,  particularly  the 
occurrences  which  passed  under  the  direct  obser- 
vation of  the  writer  of  this  journal. 

At  five  P.M.  on  Friday  afternoon,  eight  squad- 
rons responded  to  the  call  to  "  boots  and  saddles," 
the  other  squadrons  being  unavoidably  absent  on 
guard  and  picket-duty.  The  rumor  having  been 
spread  that  a  fight  was  surely  expected,  men  and 
officers  who  were  really  ill  were  seen  to  rise  and 
hastily  prepare  to  move,  determined  to  share  in 
the  perils  and  honors  which  they  fondly  hoped 
were  before  them.-  Such  was  particularly  the 
case  with  Major  Wheelan,  who  had  been  severely 
indisposed  for  several  days,  but  who  now,  against 
medical  advice,  was  seen  upon  his  horse,  willing 
and  ready  for  any  duty  which  his  physical  strength 
would  enable  him  to  perform. 

Upon  moving  out  from  camp,  the  following 


field,  staff  and  line-officers  were  in  their  respect- 
ive proper  positions ;  Colonel  G.  G.  Dodge,  Lieut- 
Golonel  B.  F.  Onderdonk,  Majors  Wheelan  and 
Schiefflin,  Surgeon  Bennett,  Assistant  Surgeoa 
Wright,  Adjutant  M.  A.  Downing ;  Captains  Ter- 
williger,  Poor,  Gregory,  Sanger,  Masston,  Ellis, 
and  Dean ;  Lieutenants  Hannan,  Penny,  Free- 
bom,  Adains,  Disosway,  Varick,  SimmoDds, 
Wheelan,  Warren,  Ball,  Wright,  Ergelke  and 
Gronin.  Upon  passing  their  camp  the  EleTenth 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  under  Golonel  Spear,  fell 
into  column,  having  two  howitzers  along.  Our 
own  howitzer  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Thomas 
Fairgraves,  formerly  Adjutant  of  the  First  Fire 
Zouaves,  idso  was  in  position  in  our  own  regi- 
ment As  we  moved  on  we  discovered  in&ntry 
regiments  in  motion,  and  soon  learned  that  the 
cavalry  force  under  command  of  Golonel  Dodge 
was  to  be  supported  by  a  full  infiintry  brigade, 
under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Ferry,  com- 
manding the  reconnoissance,  and  two  regiments 
of  Acting  Brigadier-General  Foster^s  brigade ;  also, 
a  Captain  Howard^s  battery  of  United  States  ar 
tillery,  acting  Brigadier-General  Foster,  second  in 
command  of  the  expedition. 

The  column  now  moved  steadily  on,  the  New- 
York  Mounted  Rifles  leading,  taking  the  most  direct 
road  for  Windsor,  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburgh 
Railroad,  which  place  we  passed  at  or  about  ten 
or  eleven  o^dock  at  nighty  securing  guides  as  we 
passed  on.  CoL  Dodge  moved  rapidly  forward 
until  within  four  miles  and  a  half  of  Black  water 
bridge,  or  rather  where  Blackwater  bridge  stood 
when  the  rebels  fled  from  Norfolk  before  our  victo- 
rious forces.  When  at  this  distance  from  the  point 
where  we  were  assured  of  meeting  resistance  to 
our  crossing,  Golonel  Dodge  halted  to  wait  for  the 
infantry,  and  to  give  his  men  and  horses  time  to 
feed  and  rest  preparatory  for  action.  The  night 
had  been  dark,  and  a  film  of  clouds  drawn  over 
the  faces  of  the  stars  betokened  an  approaching 
storm.  The  column  waited  impatiently  for  day- 
light and  the  order  to  advance,  the  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  cavalry  being  immediately  in  our 
rear.  As  soon  as  it  was  light  enough  to  discover 
objects  ahead  distinctly,  laeutenant-Colonel  On- 
derdonk was  sent  forward  at  a  ^lop  with  a 
strong  detachment  under  Captain  Sanger  and 
Lieut  Wheelan  to  feel  the  enemy,  and  discover, 
if  possible,  his  position  and  strength ;  also  one 
company  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry 
accompanied  theoL  A  rapid  ride  of  twenty  min- 
utes brought  our  extreme  advance  in  sight  of  the 
enemy's  pickets,  who  fired  and  instantly  retired 
beyond  the  river. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Onderdonk,  now  in  a  cool 
and  soldierly  manner,  proceeded  to  take  measures 
to  learn  the  enemy's  position  and  forces  as  nearly 
as  possible,  a  most  difficult  matter,  as  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  the  Blackwater  River,  where  the  en- 
emy held  position,  was  densely  wooded.  He  sent 
a  messenger  back  to  report  that  we  had  found 
the  enemy,  deployed  fiankers  and  placed  advance- 
guards,  and  ordered  a  private  from  squadron  A, 
to  advance  and  reconnoitre  the  position  of  the  en- 
emy.   It  was  done,  and  the  enemy  found  to  be 


DOCUMENTS. 


48 


intrenched  in  a  force  of  from  twenty-fire  to  thirty 
in  a  rifle-pit,  behind  the  abutments  of  the  burned 
brid^  on  the  opposite  shore.  Others  were  seen 
lurking  in  the  dense  forest  in  the  rear  of  the 
breastworks.  Having  drawn  the  fire  of  the  rifle- 
men in  their  intrenchments,  the  pilot  of  troop 
A  returned  and  reported  the  position  of  the  ene- 
my to  C(^onel  Onderdonk,  who  immediately  or- 
dend  an  advance  of  sharp-shooters,  which  was 
made  by  Captain  Sanger  and  Lieutenant  Wheelan 
▼ith  great  gallantry.  Under  the  personal  super- 
rision  of  Lieut -Colonel  Onderdonk,  our  forces  ad- 
Tsnced  under  such  cover  as  they  could  get,  poor 
ftt  that ;  for  on  our  side  an  open  field,  with  s  tree 
here  and  there,  and  two  or  three  dilapidated 
houses,  gave  little  chance  for  cover.  When  within 
tvenfy  yards  of  the  enemy  our  troops  opened  fire 
with  their  Sharpens  rifles,  the  enemy  pouring  upon 
US  a  galling  &e  firom  their  intrenchments  and 
opposite  wooda 

For  teii  or  fifteen  minutes  a  most  rapid  fire  was 
kept  up  on  both  sides,  several  of  the  enemy  being 
seen  to  fall,  having  incautiously  exposed  too  much 
of  their  carcasses  to  the  aim  of  our  practised  rifle- 
men. 

In  about  twenty  minutes  ttom  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action  Lieut  Wheelan,  who  was  in 
the  extreme  advance  of  his  men,  encouraging 
them  by  his  words  and  deeds,  received  his  death- 
▼ounds  from  the  enemy,  who  had  evidently  mark- 
ed him  by  his  uniform,  as  they  had  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Onderdonk,  who  narrowly  escaped  death 
from  a  volley  fired  a  few  moments  previous  di 
rectlj  at  him.  Though  struck  in  four  places  at 
the  same  instant,  the  brave  Lieutenant  pushed  in 
front,  but  Capt  Sanger  and  Sergeant- Major  Fair- 
grares,  aided  by  two  privates  of  company  F, 
whoae  names  I  have  not  yet  learned,  gallantly 
rushed  in  under  fire  and  bore  the  brave  officer 
to  the  rear,  being  covered  as  much  as  possible  by 
the  fire  of  cor  rSemen,  who  gave  the  enemy  no 
rest 

After  the  Lieutenant  had  been  moved  out  of 
range,  Lieut-CoL  Onderdonk  ordered  the  men  who 
had  held  the  advance  to  &11  back  a  couple  of  hun- 
dred yards  to  await  the  reenforcements  for  which 
he  had  sent^  the  advance  having  nearly  exhaust- 
ed the  ammunition  in  their  cartridge-boxes.  He 
threw  out  flankers  and  guards  at  every  point 
vhich  the  ^nemy  could  assul ;  he  sent  Sergeant 
KaTanagh,  with  four  picked  men,  to  a  point  where 
he  could  enfilade  the  river,  which  the  enemy  were 
preparing  to  cross  in  boats  which  they  had  drawn 
cp  at  the  base  of  their  breastwork.  Sergeant 
KaTanagfa  gallantly  opened  fire  on  the  enemy, 
thus  attracting  their  attention  to  his  point,  while 
GOT  advance-guard  on  the  right  occasionally  sent 
in  a  shot,  to  show  them  that  we  were  still  on  the 
ground. 

Colonel  Dodge  now  came  on  the  ground  at  full 
speed,  dosely  followed  by  Gapt  Howard  and  his 
^ttery.  A  section  of  the  battery  was  immedi- 
ately placed  in  position  on  the  left,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut  Bucher,  and  another  on  our  right, 
under  command  of  Lieuti  Hasbrouk.    As  soon  as 


possible  they  were  brought  into  play,  while  an 
advance  of  skirmishers  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois 
regiment  was  gallantly  made  to  the  bank  of  the 
river. 

The  enemy  could  not  stand  the  rain  of  shot  and 
shell  which  now  fell  among  them,  and  fled,  bear- 
ing back  their  dead  and  wounded  to  light  carts  in 
the  l^ar,  and  mounting  their  fresh  horses.  The 
river  was  reported  by  our  guides  not  to  be  ford- 
able,  the  banks  were  precipitous  and  steep,  and 
but  one  spot  where  a  crossing  was  possible  oould 
be  seen,  and  that  directly  in  fix>nt  of  these  desert- 
ed intrenchments. 

Col.  Dodge  rode  up  to  the  head  of  squadron  G, 
now  in  advance,  and  asked  for  volunteers  to  cross 
the  river  and  test  the  possibility  of  its  passage. 
In  an  instant  every  oflicer  and  man  moved  for- 
ward in  response.  Col.  Dodge  selected  the  first 
three  in  front  who  were  Sergeant  James  M.  Eaton, 
Gorporal  J.  H.  Gintler,  and  private  Yanduser,  and 
ordered  them  to  cross.  Nobly  and  gallantly  they 
spurred  their  horses  in  the  dark  and  treacherous- 
looking  water,  and  among  logs  and  old  tree-tops, 
swimming  in  some  places,  they  plunged  through 
and  gained  the  opposite  bank  while  the  shells 
from  Gaptain  Howard^ s  battery  were  crashing 
through  the  trees,  tearing  away  limbs  and  trunks 
but  a  few  feet  from  them. 

Finding  it  possible  to  cross.  Col.  Dodge  request- 
ed* Capt  Howard  to  cease  firing,  and  Lieut  Har- 
man.  Acting  Quartermaster,  bravely  led  a  volun- 
teer platoon  of  company  G  across,  and  dashing 
forward  formed  an  advanced-guard  to  keep  in 
check  any  force  that  might  attempt  to  prevent 
the  crossing  of  our  howitzers  and  ammunition. 
He  was  followed  as  rapidly  as  possible  by  the  en- 
tire regiment  Col.  Dodge  and  Lieut -Col.  Onder- 
donk, with  Majors  Wheelan  and  Schiefflin  crossing 
also  in  front  In  a  very  short  space  of  time  the 
force  had  crossed,  and  as  soon  as  possible  was 
formed  and  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  The  latter 
had  the  advantage  of  fresh  horses  and  a  thorough 
knowledge 'of  the  country,  and  made  such  good 
use  of  both,  that  though  repeatedly  in  sight  it 
was  impossible  to  come  up  with  them. 

Lieut  Harman,  with  his  usual  gallantry,  pur- 
sued this  force  with  only  a  platoon  for  over  five 
miles  beyond  the  river  on  one  road.  A  portion, 
evidently  a  large  body  by  their  tracks,  having 
taken  a  road  to  the  right  of  that  taken  by  Lieut 
Harman,  Col.  Dodge  led  the  pursuing  column  in 
that  direction.  Within  two  miles  of  the  river  he 
came  to  an  unfordable  creek,  with  swampy  ground 
on  both  banks,  crossed  by  a  bridge  which  the  fly- 
ing enemy  had  just  rendered  impassable  by  cast- 
ing the  planks  into  the  water,  carrying  forward  a 
part  of  them  to  prevent  our  repairing  it  This 
caused  a  delay  which  undoubtedly  prevented  our 
capturing  a  portion  of  them,  for  their  carts  had 
evidently  just  crossed  there.  By  tearing  down 
the  railings  of  the  bridge  the  footing  was  made 
sufficiently  strong  to  enable  the  force  to  cross, 
but  the  enemy  had  gained  their  point  and  were 
now  temporarily  beyond  our  reach. 

Learning  from  a  negro  that  at  Joiner^s  Ford, 
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on  the  Blackwater,  a  short  distance  below  Zuni, 
a  picket-guard  of  rebels  was  stationed,  by  order 
of  Col.  Dodge,  Major  Wheelan  dashed  forward  to 
that  point  and  succeeded  in  surprising  the  partj, 
capturing  five  of  the  partisan  rangers  from  Geoi^gia, 
under  anns,  and  dispersing  the  rest,  who  escaped 
in  the  dense  forest,  where  it  was  impossible  to 
find  them.  Having  positive  written  order^only 
to  remain  one  hour  over  the  river,  and  having 
been  unavoidably  detained  over  three  hours  be- 
yond the  time  specified,  and  the  object  of  the  re- 
connoissance  having  been  fully  accomplished,  GoL 
Dodge  reluctantly  gave  the  order  to  recross  the 
river  at  Joiner's  Ford,  moving  over  just  before 
dark  to  a  position  a  mile  or  two  beyond,  where 
Ben  and  horses  were  allowed  a  few  hours*  rest, 
which  they  much  needed. 

Our  sui^eons,  Bennett  and  Wright,  were  ex- 
ceedingly attentive  to  their  duties,  and  were  ac- 
companied by  the  gallant  and  accomplished  first 
assistant  surgeon  of  the  One  Hundred  and  TweUth 
New-York  raiment  of  infantry.  Dr.  Boyd,  of 
Chautauque  County,  a  volunteer  on  the  expedi- 
tion, whose  zeal  and  enthusiasm  cannot  be  too 
highly  commended. 

I  should  have  mentioned  before  that  Adjutant 
Downing  crossed  with  the  Colonel,  and  used  great 
exertions  in  hurrying  across  the  howitzers,  both 
officers,  with  Lieut  Fairgraves,  personally  tug- 
ging at  the  ropes  to  drag  them  Uirough  the  water 
and  mire,  thus  by  example  encouraging  the  men 
to  greater  efforts. 

It  is  impossible  in  this  report  to  speak  particu- 
larly of  all  who  exhibited  the  qualities  of  true 
soldiers  on  this  occasion.  It  is  sufficient  to  say, 
not  an  officer  or  man  faltered  or  blanched  under 
fire,  and  that  Colonel  Dodge  received  convincing 
proof  that  his  regiment  is  fit  for  service  on  any 
field,  and  will  fall  to  a  man  before  they  will  turn 
fi-om  the  flag  and  cause  which  they  have  pledged 
themselves  to  uphold. 

The  Colonel  was  gallantly  seconded  by  staff 
and  field-officers,  Adjutant  Downing  tiring  down 
horse  after  horse  in  his  arduous  duty.  The  non- 
commissioned staff,  encouraged  by  the  example 
of  their  superiors,  did  all  that  gallant  men  could 
do  to  fulfil  their  duty.  I  noticed  great  gallantry 
displayed  by  Lieut  Snowden,  of  Pittsburgh,  Pa., 
in  command  of  infantry  skirmishers  who  advanced 
to  cover  the  gallant  Capt  Howard  while  placing 
his  battery  in  position.  Orderly  Sergeant  Bur- 
ton, of  troop  F,  displayed  great  bravery  under 
fire  also. 

Our  return  to  camp  was  cheerful,  though  made 
in  a  drenching  storm,  but  ofiicers  and  men  were 
saddened  down  when  they  learned  that  Lieuten- 
ant Wheelan,  who  had  been  sent  back  in  an  am- 
bulance, had  died  of  his  wounds  at  noon  of  this 
day.  We  all  mourn  for  his  loss,  but  are  resolved 
that  the  enemy  shall  be  made  to  feel  it  as  deeply 
as  ourselves  when  we  strike  them  again. 


Doa  16. 
BATTLE  AT   LABADIEVILLE,  LA. 

OFnOIAL  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BUTLER. 

HsASQUARras  Dmmmaan  or  m  Odlt,  ) 
Nsw-Orlbans,  November  i,  1862.    f 

Major- General  K  W.  ffalleek,   Commandtr-ith 

Ch^f  United,  States  Army  : 

1  HAVE  the  honor  to  recount  a  very  successful 
expedition,  under  Gen.  Weitzel,  of  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  march  of  which  I  have  previously  in- 
formed the  Commanding  GeneraL 

General  Weitzel  landed  at  Donaldsonville,  and 
tookgup  his  line  of  march  on  Sunday,  the  twenty- 
sixth  of  October.  About  nine  (9)  miles  beyond 
Donaldsonville  he  met  the  enemy  in  force ;  a  sharp 
engagement  ensued,  in  which  he  lost  eighteen 
(18)  killed  and  sixty-eight  (68)  wounded.  Full 
lists  of  the  casualties  have  been  received  and  pub- 
lished. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  enemy,  Colonel 
McPheeters,  was  killed,  and  the  enemy  lost  quite 
a  large  number  in  killed  and  wounded 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  prisoners  were 
captured,  and  also  one  piece  of  artillery. '  Since 
then  he  has  met  with  no  opposition,  and  the 
whole  of  that  country  is  now  open  to  him.  The 
enemy  has  evacuated  Brashear  City,  having  by 
means  of  the  railroad  got  away  before  our  gun- 
boats could  cut  ofif  their  retreat,  the  naval  force 
having  been  delayed  by  a  very  severe  storm. 

I  send  you  Gen.  Weitzel's  report,  received  to- 
day, and  will  forward  by  the  next  mail  my  letter 
of  instruction  to  Gen.  Weitzel  in  answer  to  his 
despatches  herewith  sent 

I  am  just  informed  that  our  railroad  communi- 
cations with  General  Weitzel  are  opened,  and  his 
messenger  has  just  come  in,  bringing  a  despatch 
while  I  write,  which  I  inclose. 

I  cannot  too  much  commend  the  energy  of  CoL 
Thomas,  with  his  regiment,  the  Eighth  Vermont, 
who  have  in  six  days  opened  fifty-two  miles  of 
railroad,  built  nine  culverts,  rebuilt  a  bridge 
burned  by  the  enemy,  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  (435)  feet  long,  beside  pulling  up  the  rank 
grass  from  the  track,  which  entirely  impeded  the 
locomotive  all  'the  way ;  in  this  work  they  were 
assisted  by  Col.  Stafford's  regiment,  native  guard, 
colored. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

BeNJ.  F.'BtTLKR, 

M^or-Qeaeral  Oomxnandiaf. 

REPORT    OF    GENERAL   WEITZEL. 

HVADQVAKTBIS  RKKBTB  BMOADB,   BaTOD  LAIXMntCHS,  { 

VBAB  Thibooracx,  La.,  October  d9,  ISfil  ) 
Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this 
morning  at  six  o'clock  I  despatched  Col.  Birge,  in 
command  of  his  regiment,  (the  Thirteen ih  Con- 
necticut,) Bamet's  cavalry,  and  one  section  of 
Carruth's  battery,  down  the  bayou  Lafourche,  to 
open  communication  with  the  city.  I  have  just 
received  a  despatch  from  him  from  Raceland  Sta- 
tion, in  which  he  says  that  he  has  communicated 
with  Col.  Thomas,  who  is  one  mile  and  a  half 
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from  him.  He  found  at  the  Station  three  freight- 
cars,  one  passenger-car,  two  barbette  guns,  spik- 
ed, (thirty-two-pounders,)  two  twelve-pound  iron 
howitzers,  in  good  order,  and  guns,  equipments, 
etc.,  scattered  along  the  road. 

I  therefore  propose  now  to  give  you  a  more  de- 
tailed report  of  my  operations  since  I  left  Don- 
&]<isonville.  I  left  this  place  at  six  o'clock  on 
Sunday  raoming  last,  and  marched  on  the  left 
\)^nk  until  I  was  within  one  mile  of  Napoleon- 
Tille,  where  I  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle.  Be- 
lieTing  that  the  enemy  would,  by  means* of  the 
numerous  flatboat  ferries  which  I  knew  were  in 
the  Wou,  probably  cross  from  one  side  of  the 
kvou  to  the  other,  I  took  in  tow  a  flatboat  bridge 
and  carried  it  with  me  all  the  way,  and  have  it 
with  me  now.  1  destroyed  every  boat  I  passed 
&^  a  prudential  military  measure.  It  has  proved 
of  in?ftluable  service  to  me. 

I  moved  on  the  first  day  with  but  one  company 
of  the  Eighth  New-Hampshure  on  the  right  bank. 
The  enemy's  scouts  were  continually  in  sight  of 
ray  advance-guard  of  cavalry,  and  just  before  go- 
ing into  camp  one  captain  of  the  enemy  was 
killed  by  my  advance-guard  and  three  prisoners 
were  taken.  Immediately  afterward  one  of  the 
Eighth  New-Hampshire  privates  on  the  right 
bank  was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy. 

I  started  on  Monday  morning  again  at  six 
o'ci'xk,  but  feeling  that  the  enemy  was  in  some 
f^irce  on  the  right  bank,  I  threw  over  the  whole 
^>f  the  Eighth  New-Hampshire  and  Perkins's  cav- 
alry by  means  of  my  floating  bridge,  and  in  this 
order  moved  down  the  bayou. 

At  eleven  o'clock,  when  I  was  about  two  miles 
above  Labadieville,  I  received  the  report  that  the 
enemy  was  in  force  about  one  mile  ahead,  on  the 
left  bank,  and  that  they  had  six  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, 1  immediately  ordered  four  pieces  of  Car- 
Rith*s  battery  up,  (two  pieces  were  with  the  rear- 
guard and  Thompson's  was  already  ahead,)  and 
{ormed  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  and  Seven ty- 
Aith  New- York  in  line  of  battle  to  support  Thomp- 
son. 

These  two  regiments  formed  splendidly,  and 
ciOTed  at  once  forward  to  the  attack,  through  a 
den^  cane-field.  I  moved  on  with  them,  and 
after  emerging  from  the  cane-field  I  received  the 
report,  which  was,  that  the  enemy  was  in  position 
ffn  the  right  bank  also,  and  that  he  had  four 
pieces  of  artillery  on  that  side.  At  the  same 
time  I  received  the  report  that  the  enemy's  cav- 
alrr  was  in  the  rear  of  my  rear-guard.  I  imme- 
diately swung  my  bridge  across  the  bayou,  order- 
ed eight  companies  of  the  Twelfth  Connecticut 
pTer  to  support  the  Eighth  New-Hampshire,  leav- 
ing two  companies  of  this  regiment,  one  section 
of  Carruth's  battery  and  Williamson's  cavalry  to 
gtuud  the  rear.  I  immediately  ordered,  also,  that 
a  road  be  cut  up  the  steep  bank  on  both  sides  of 
the  bayou  for  the  passage  of  artillery  and  my 
train.  I  found  soon  that  the  enemy  on  the  left 
Wk,  after  delivering  only  the  fire  of  its  advance- 
guard,  which  killed  one  of  my  cavalry  and  wound- 
ed another,  and  killed  two  horses,  had  disappear- 
^  for  some  unaccoiy  table  reason.    Fearing  some 


ruse,  I  immediately  ordered  the  Thirteenth  Con- 
necticut across  the  bayou  to  support  the  Eighth 
New-Hampshire  and  the  Twelfth  Connecticut^ 
Thompson's  battery  to  plav  .upon  the  enemy's 
artillery  on  the  right  bank,  which  was  firing 
splendidly  upon  our  forces  and  my  bridge ;  order- 
ed Carruth  to  cross  over  with  his  two  advanced 
section,  and  the  Seventy-fifth  New- York  to  sup- 
port Thompson  and  guard  the  head  of  the  bri- 
gade and  the  front  of  the  train. 

I  then  crossed  over,  ordered  the  Eighth  New- 
Hampshire  to  form  line  of  battle  across  the  road, 
the  Twelfth  Connecticut  to  form  on  its  right,  and 
ordered  these  forward  to  attack  at  once.  They 
had  scarcely  commenced  moving  when  the  Thir- 
teenth Connecticut  arrived  at  a  double-quick  from 
across  the  bayou.  I  immediately  ordered  this  in 
reserve.  Subsequently,  as  the  centre  guides  of 
the  Eighth  New-Hampshire  and  the  Twelfth  Con- 
necticut moved  ^  different  lines  of  direction,  they 
became  sufficiently  separated  to  allow  me  to 
throw  the  Thirteenth  Connecticut  on  the  line  be- 
tween the  two.  I  ordered  this  regiment  fnrward 
in  line  of  battle.  The  line  thus  formed  advanced 
steadily  at  my  command  forward.  In  a  very 
short  time  the  enemy's  battery  retreated,  and 
also  the  infantry  support.  The  fight  did  not  last 
long.  I  found  that  the  enemy  had  four  pieces  of 
artillery  in  the  road.  It  was  Connor's  battery, 
Company  A,  Withers's  light  artillery,  commanded 
by  Captain  J.  Rutson,  (who  was  wounded  and  is 
now  a  paroled  prisoner.)  This  battery  supported 
by  the  remnants  of  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana  and 
the  Crescent  City  regiments,  numbering  together 
about  five  hundred  men.  They  were  lying  down 
in  a  ditch  on  the  lower  side  of  a  plantation  road 
in  the  edge  of  woods  at  Georgia  Landing,  and 
immediately  on  the  left  of  the  battery. 

I  ordered  skirmishers  at  once  in  the  woods  to 
secure  prisoners.  Carruth  arrived  about  this 
time,  and  I  sent  him  with  one  section  and  Per- 
kins's cavalry  in  pursuit  They  pursued  about 
four  miles,  Carruth  firing  upon  the  retreating 
forces  on  both  sides  of  the  bayou.  I  have  since 
learned  that  Simms's  battery  of  six  pieces,  sup- 
ported by  CoL  Clark's  (the  Thirty-third)  regi- 
ment of  Louisiana  volunteers,  was  in  front  on  the 
left  bank. 

I  lost  eighteen  killed  and  seventy-folir  wound- 
ed. Lieut.  Francis,  of  the  Twelfth  Connecticut, 
was  taken  prisoner  before  the  fight  We  have 
buried  five  of  the  enemy,  and  have  seventeen 
wounded  in  our  hospital,  but  I  have  proof  that 
their  loss  was  greater.  I  took  one  hundred  and 
sixty-six  of  the  enemy  prisoners  the  day  of  battle, 
and  forty-two  of  them  since  — *  total,  two  hundred 
and  eight ;  I  released  them  all  on  parole.  The 
commanding  officer  of  the  enemy.  Col.  J.  P.  Mc- 
Pheeters,  was  killed.  I  delivered  his  body  to 
souie  of  bis  brother  officers,  who  were  prisoners, 
and  he  was  decently  buried  near  the  battle-field, 
the  Chaplain  of  the  Eighth  New-Hampsiiire  offici- 
ating. One  of  the  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artillery 
broke  down  in  the  retreat  We  secured  it,  and 
have  it  now  in  our  possession.  All  of  my  com- 
mand did  very  well,  both  officers  and  men.     The 
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Eighth  New-Hampshire  advanced  steadily  in  front 
of  the  enemy's  battery.  The  Twelfth  and  Thir- 
teenth Connecticut  crossed  the  bridge,  formed  in 
line  of  battle  under,  the  very  accurate  and  splen- 
did fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  without  seeming 
to  notice  it  at  all  My  cavalry  has  been  of  in- 
valuable service  to  me;  both  officers  and  men 
have  done  splendidly.  I  wish  I  had  four  times 
the  number.  The  signal  corps,  also,  has  been  of 
great  service  to  me. 

I  crossed  over  my  tnun  and  encamped  on  the 
battle-field ;  had  my  own  and  the  enemy's  wound- 
ed put  in  a  house  which  I  took  as  an  hospital.  I 
went  into  camp  the  next  morning,  (yesterday.)  I 
moved  on  down  the  right  bank  of  the  baj'ou, 
throwing  over  the  Seventy-fifth  New- York  and 
Williamson's  cavalry  on  the  left  bank.  I  left 
aboiit  thirty  wounded  of  my  own,  who  could  not 
be  moved,  and  the  enemy's  wounded,  in  charge 
of  Surgeon  B.  N.  Cummings,  of  ^the  Thirteenth 
Connecticut,  and  left  with  him  provisions,  money, 
and  supplies,  for  their  care.  I  entered  Thibo- 
deaux  lit  three  o'clock  p.m.  without  opposition. 

I  certainly  expected  a  fight  at  this  place. 
When  I  arrived  a  short  distance  from  it,  I  found 
from  the  smoke  of  burning  bridges  that  they  were 
retreating,  and  immediately  ordered  my  cavalry 
in  pursuit  They  followed  as  closely  as  their 
force  would  allow,  and  prevented  the  total  de- 
struction of  two  railroad  bridges,  the  one  across 
Bayou  Lafourche,  the  other  across  Bayou  Terre- 
bonne. •  I  found  three  freight-cars  at  Lafourche 
Crossing,  uninjured,  one  containing  arms,  shovels, 
and  sugar,  and  another  containing  a  lot  of  arms, 
ammunition,  and  accoutrements.  I  also  found 
papers  by  the  side  of  the  road,  which  were  thrown 
away  in  their  retreat,  proving  that  the  enemy  had 
left  Bayou  des  AUemands.  I  went  into  camp  on 
Burton's  plantation,  about  one  mile  below  Thibo- 
deaux.  1  will  repair  the  damage  on  the  two 
bridges  to-morrow.  The  enemy  has  retreated  to 
Berwick's  Bay.  I  send  you  a  list  of  my  killed 
and  wounded ;  I  also  send  you  a  list  of  prisoners 
I  paroled.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  publish 
the  latter  list,  as  a  great  many  are  from  New- 
Orleans.  ' 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  Weitzel, 

Biig.*General  U.  &  Vols.,  Commanding  Reserve  ^gade. 

Major  Gborob  C.  Strong, 

Am*!.  Ad^atant-General,  Department  of  the  Quif,  New-Orleani. 
NEW-ORLEANS  "DELTA"  ACCOUNTS. 

HlADQUARTBRS  RkSKSTK  BrIGADK,  ) 

Ix  Camp,  mbah  Thiiiookadxtiu.b,  Oct.  80, 1802.  f 

The  expedition  under  Brig. -General  Weitzel 
reached  this  place  last  night,  after  a  march  of 
about  three  days  and  a  half  from  CarroUton. 

The  reserve  brigade  is  composed  of  the  Eighth 
New-Hampshire,  Thirteenth  Connecticut,  Twelfth 
Connecticut,  and  Seventy-fifth  New- York  regi- 
ments, and  First  Louisiana,  named  in  their  order 
in  the  brigade,  commencing  on  the  right  We 
embarked  on  board  the  transports  at  CarroUton 
on  Friday,  twenty-fourth,  at  four  o'clock,  and  im- 
mediately started  up,  accompanied  by  four  gun- 


boats. Arrived  at  a  point  four  miles  below 
Donaldsonville,  where  the  troops  were  landed 
and  marched  into  the  town,  the  transports  fol- 
lowing along  with  them.  The  front  of  where 
the  village  of  Donaldsonville  once  stood  is  now 
in  ruins,  having  been  shelled  by  our  gunboats 
some  time  since,  for  having  harbored  gueiTilla& 
The  rear  portion  of  the  town,  however,  is  undis- 
turbed ;  but  the  deserted  streets,  the  tenaniiess 
houses,  the  few  and  squalid  inhabitants  remain- 
ing, contrast  strangely  with  the  appearance  pre- 
sented to  the  visitor  before  the  war. 

The  brigade  encamped  at  night  in  town.  The 
night  was  truly  a  stormy  one,  the  wind  howling 
and  whistling  through  the  dilapidated  and  ruined 
tenements  in  mournful  numbers,  suggesting  the 
idea  of  a  requiem  for  the  absent  owners,  many  of 
whom  will  probably  never  return.  The  New- 
England  boys  here  first  felt  the  chilling  influence 
of  a  Louisiana  north-wester,  but  they  paid  little  re- 
gard to  that  They  only  asked  for  dry  weather 
and  the  enemy,  both  of  which,  thank  fortune, 
they  found. 

On  Sunday  morning,  early,  the  whole  column 
took  up  the  line  of  march  down  the  Bayou  La- 
fourche, the  main  body  on  the  left  bank,  and 
compan}'  F,  Eighth  New-Hampshire,  under  com- 
mand of  Capt  Flanders,  thrown  out  across  the 
bayou  on  the  right  as  skirmishers.  Companies 
were  also  thrown  out  on  the  left  All  along  the 
march,  from  the  very  beginning,  crowds  of  ne- 
groes, of  all  ages  and  both  sexes,  came  rushing 
to  the  ranks  to  join  the  column.  Many  came 
with  packs  of  clothing,  some  with  their  pica- 
ninnies,  but  most  of  them  empty-handed.  The 
women  and  children  were  not  permitted  to  join 
at  first,  as  there  was  no  transportation  for  them, 
and  they  could  only  go  a  few  miles  and  then  fail 
by  the  wayside  with  fatigue. 

The  first  day  passed  without  encountering  the 
enemy  except  a  few  roving  bands,  many  of  whom 
were  bagged,  and  the  army  bivouacked  in  the 
open  field,  at  a  point  about  two  miles  above  Na* 
poleonville,  which  is  said  to  be  about  fifteen  iniies 
from  Donaldsonville.  At  this  point  there  were 
several  signs  of  the  enemy.  The  cavalry  on  the 
left  surprised  a  captain  of  confederate  cavalry,  in 
a  field,  and  called  on  him  to  surrender.  He  re- 
plied by  shooting  at  one  of  the  cavalrymen,  the 
ball  passing  through  his  holster.  He  was  then 
shot  through  the  head  with  a  carbine^  This 
companv  of  cavalry  was  under  the  command  of 
Lieut  Perkins.  On  the  right  a  party  of  about 
a  dozen  rebel  cavalry  dashed  on  the  outpost 
pickets  of  the  Eighth  New-Hampshire  and  cap- 
tured a  sentinel,  and  came  near  taking  Lieut 
Bell ;  but  he,  being  mounted  on  a  fleet  horse,  and 
disregarding  their  summons  to  surrender,  made 
his  escape  amid  a  volley  of  balls  sent  after  hint 
The  man  captured  is  named  John  O^Donnell,  and 
hopes  are  entertained  that  we  may  succeed  in  ns 
taking  him. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  the  forces  again 
took  up  the  line  of  march,  with  the  Eighth  New- 
Hampshire  regiment  on  the  right  bank,  and  had 
proceeded  about  five  miles,  when  the  Louisiana 
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01T&I17,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  bayou,  diRcovered 
the  enetnj  in  some  force  on  the  light  bank. 
Thompson's  battery  was  sent  forward  and  opened 
with  shot  and  shelf,  which  was  vigorously  replied 
to  by  the  batteries  below,  posted  on  both  sides 
of  the  bayou — ^the  battery  on  the  right  bank  be- 
in^  the  nearest     Gfeneral  Weitzel  soon  made  his 
disposidons  to  attack  the  enemy,  forming  the  at- 
Ud'ing  force  by  placing  the  Eighth  New-Hamp- 
shire on  the  right,  and  ordered  the  Twelfth  and 
Thirteenth  Connecticut  to  cross  over  and  form  in 
line  of  bftttle.    Some  artillery  was  also  sent  over. 
The  crossing  was  effected  under  a  vigorous  fire 
from  the  rebel  battery,  the  shells  bursting  all 
aroand,  and  some  solid  shot  striking  here  and 
tliercL    But  the  two  Connecticut  regiments  came 
along  without  the  least  show  of  flinching,  and 
took  their  places,  when  the  order  was  given  to 
ibe  Xew-Hampshire  boys  to  charge  the  battery. 
Three  of  these  commmies,  A,  E,  and  F,  under 
command  of  Capts.  Barrett,  Warren,  and  Flan- 
dtfs'  respectively,  had  been  out  as  skirmishers, 
and  had  ascertained  that  the  battery  had  three 
piece;^  with  an  inCantry  support     These  compa- 
nies, after  having  fearlessly  scoured  the  woods, 
under  a  heavy  fire,  were  called  to   take  their 
places  io  the  regiment,  company  E  having  lost 
iLs  braTe  Captain  Warren  while  skirmishing ;  and 
<^  bting  reuly,  OoL  Fearing,  ably  seconded  by 
Ijeui-Col.  Loll,  called  on  his  regiment  to  **  go 
ii;"  and  in  they  went,  the  balls  and  shells  of  the 
cntroy  flying  around  in  every  direction,  dealing 
jmh  and  frightful  wounds  to  the  ranks.     Little 
Wi  they  paid  to  that     On  they  went,  through 
tjie  anderbrush,  over  fences  and  ditches,  until 
'ii^y  got  near  enough  to  deliver  their  fire,  which 
va:j  done  with  sucn  effect  as  to  cause  an  imme- 
diate stampede  of  the  battery.     This  same  stam- 
Ne  coald  have  been  prevented,  but  for  the  fact 
ttut  the  men  were  so  fatigued  with  the  charge 
i|iat  they  could   not  follow  up.     The   Twelfth 
Oonnecticnt,  which  formed  the  left  wing,  came 
^P  in  gallant  style,  and  succeeded  in  Hanking 
Q^lj  the  whole  of  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy, 
V  •'to  were  in  woods.     This  cut  off  their  retreat, 
L>i  secured  them  as  prisoners.     The  manner  of 
surrender  is  said  to  have  been  somewhat  ludi- 
^>ii    About  thirty  or  forty  of  them  threw 
th(^%lve3  into  a  wide  ditch,  and,  falling  upon 
tjieir  backs  and  knees,  waved  their  tattered  white 
^r.dkerchiefii  in  token  of  submission.     There 
V'je  some  one  hundred  and  twenty -five  prisoners, 
rank  and  file,  taken  here,  besides  several  officers. 
Tiie  confederate  troops  engaged  belonged  to  the 
%hteenth  Louisiana  and  Crescent  regiments. 
1|^e  UloDel  of  the  latter,  J.  P.  McPheeters,  was 
^'lied  on  the  field.     He  was  buried  by  his  own 
^*^n,  (who  had  been  taken  and  paroled,)  in  a  field 
%  the  wavside,  about  a  mile  abovo  the  field  of 
'^ttle,  and  about  two  below  Napoleonville.    Two 
l^onfederate  soldiers,  names  unknown,  were  buried 
^7  his  side.    In  the  same  field,  not  fiur  remote, 
^  the  bra?e  Captains  Warren,  company  E,  and 
KeHefaer,  company  K,  of  the  Eighth  New-Uamp- 
^re.    The  whole  regiment  feels  deep  sorrow  for 
the  loss  <tf  these  brave  captains,  who  were  popu- 


lar, skilful,  and  brave,  and  fell  nobly  fighting  for 
the  integrity  of  their  Government  They  have 
offered  up  their  hearts'  blood  at  the  shrine  of 
their  country,  and  a  grateful  people  will  cherish 
their  memory.    Peace  to  their  manes. 

The  gallant  style  in  which  these  three  hereto- 
fore untried  New-England  regiments  went  into 
action,  is  a  source  of  great  pleasure  to  General 
WeitzeL  The  General  is  justly  proud  of  his 
brigade,  and  he  enjoys  the  entire  confidence  of 
every  man  in  the  expedition.  It  is  impossible 
for  a  general  to  have  more  fully  the  moral  sup- 
port of  an  army,  than  that  possessed  by  General 
WeitzeL  The  physical  support  has  been  shown 
to  be  efficient  It  is  always  impossible  to  speak 
of  every  officer  in  detail  who  distinguishes  him- 
self in  action.  It  might  suffice  to  say  that  every 
officer  was  at  his  post — every  duty  peiformed  — 
every  order  obeyed.  The  post  of  danger,  conse- 
quently of  honor,  belongs  to  the  several  cavalry 
companies.  Capt  Cowan  having  been  detailed 
to  serve  on  the  staff,  the  command  and  direction 
of  his  fine  company  devolved  on  Lieut  Perkins, 
and  whatever  the  fitness  of  **  any  other  man  ** 
may  be  for  the  position,  I  consider  Perkins  fully 
his  equaL  He  is  an  incessant  rider,  always  on 
the  alert,  always  useful.  While  I  thus  speak  of 
the  Lieutenant,  I  must  not  forget  that  the  other 
commanders  have  done  their  duty,  but  at  this 
hurried  moment  I  have  not  so  good  an  opportun- 
ity to  learn  their  names. 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  probably 
exceed  t^t  of  the  enemy,  but  we  have  lost  but 
one  prisoner,  while  theirs  are  now  counted  by 
hundreds.  Those  I  send  you  were  taken  on  the 
field.  About  as  many  more  have  been  captured 
by  the  cavalry  and  paroled.  It  is  said  in  Thibo- 
deaux  this  morning  that  since  our  army  has  been 
encamped  here,  there  have  been  some  three  hun- 
dred desertions  out  of  the  Lafourche  militia. 

The  people  are  in  desperate  straits  in  this  re- 
gion of  country.  They  have  no  flour,  no  shoes, 
very  little  salt,  no  butter,  lard,  candles  or  soap — 
in  fact,  the  only  things  at  all  plenty  are  sugar, 
com,  negroes,  and  shinplasters  payable  in  con- 
federate notes.  They  begin  to  heartily  wish  for 
the  restoration  of  the  authority  of  the  Federal 
Government  That  Government  protects  them, 
feeds  them,  is  like  a  parent  to  them.  The  rebels 
bum  their  bridges,  their  cotton,  their  sugar,  im- 
press their  entire  male  population  into  their  half- 
fed,  scantily  clothed  armies,  and  leave  the  women 
and  children  to  starve  at  home. 

How  long  we  shall  remain  here  depends  on 
events  soon  to  be  developed.  Every  man,  how- 
ever, is  anxious  to  meet  the  enemy  again,  in  force 
sufficient  to  give  the  whole  brigade  a  chance. 
It  is  hoped  that  communication  will  be  opened  to 
the  city  by  the  Opelousas  Railroad  soon.  There 
are  some  large  sugar  plantations  here,  and  a 
great  deal  of  sugar,  and  the  Lord  knows  the  peo- 
ple need  the  necessaries  it  might  purchase  in 
New*  Orleans. 

It  is  likely  that  many  of  the  crops  now  in  the 
fields  will  be  lost,  as  the  whites  have*  gone  with 
the  confederate  forces— been  compelled  to  go— 
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ftnd  the  blacks  have  come  within  our  lines.  They 
are  a  great  source  of  annoyance  to  our  army,  but, 
under  the  act  of  Congress,  and  instructions  firom 
the  powers  that  be,  in  Washington,  they  cannot 
be  turned  away.  They  are  good  foragers.  Near- 
ly every  man  in  the  expedition  has  a  servant, 

.  even  the  privates.  Some  of  the  officers  have  two 
or  three. 

The  private  soldiers  are  strictly  forbidden  to 
leave  the  ranks  to  snatch  up  unconsidered  trifles, 
lU(e  fowls,  pigs,  sheep,  and  the  like :  but  the  ne- 
gro, for  the  first  time  in  his  life,  finds  himself 
*^  better  than  the  whites,"  and  levies  his  contri- 
butions at  will  Negroes  fiY>m  all  along  the  route, 
come  flocking  to  the  lines  with  such  credentials 
in  their  hands.  If  the  black  has  not  attached 
himself  to  any  man  in  the  brigade,  he  will  an- 
swer your  demand  to  sell  by  saying,  "  I  does  not 
want  to  sell  *em — I  want  to  go  along — and  I  give 
'em."  They  are  generally  received  under  such 
drcumstances,  for  two  reasons  —  one  is,  no  man 

,  has  a  right  to  say  them  nay,  and  the  other  that 
their  game  is  quite  palatable.  Many  are  used  for 
relieving  the  soldiers  of  severe  and  heavy  duties, 
such  as  assisting  to  care  for  the  sick,  helping 
trains  to  cross  the  bayou,  ** toting"  knapsacks, 
etc. 

HsioQirAimDa  Rksibtb  Brioadv,  ) 
Li  Camp  vsab  Thiboobacxtiixk,  November  1, 1862.     f 

In  my  last  communication,  I  informed  you  that 
this  brigade  had  marched  on  this  place,  after  the 
spirited  and  decisive  action  at  LabadieviUe.  This 
engagement  took  place  at  a  point  three  miles  be- 
low Napoleonville.  There  is  a  steamboat  landing 
here  called  Georgia  Landing  —  a  post-office  near, 
which  goes  by  the  name  of  Albemarle,  and  it  was 
near  Mills* s  plantation.  I  think  the  aSair  should 
more  properly  take  the  name  of  Napoleonville. 

The  battle  commenced  at  about  eleven  o'clock, 
and  the  order  was  given  to  our  troops  .to  stop 
firing  at  ten  minutes  past  one.  The  remainder 
of  the  day  was  occupied  in  burying  the  dead  and 
caring  for  the  wounded,  of  which  there  was  a 
considerable  number  on  both  sides.  The  Eighth 
New-Hampshire  regiment,  with  a  cavalry  com- 
pany and  a  section  of  artillery,  were  also  sent  out 
on  the  right  to  a  considerable  distance,  in  conse- 
quence of  a  report  that  the  confederate  cavalry, 
which  was  believed  to  be  some  two  or  three  hun- 
dred strong,  contemplated  a  movement  to  our  rear 
in  that  direction.  If  such  were  their  intention, 
however,  it  was  abandoned,  as  nothing  was  seen  of 
them  by  the  force  sent  oul^  which  soon  returned. 
The  gallant  Eighth  New-Hampshire  had  the  honor 
that  night  of  encamping  in  the  open  air  on  this 
their  first  battle-field,  on  the  very  spot  where 
they  had  sustained  their  heaviest  losses.  I  walk- 
ed over  the  field  with  some  of  the  officers,  who 
described  the  exact  position  in  which  they  had 
disputed  this  well-contested  field. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  the  numbers  of 
the  confederates,  but  know  that  there  were  por- 
tions of  two  regiments  immediately  engaged — ^the 
Crescent  and  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana.  In  point 
of  numbers,  the  latter  was  much  the  stronger. 
They  were  supported  by  Withers's  battery,  which, 


I  believe,  had  only  three  pieces  in  the  fight — a 
howitzer  for  throwing  shells,  and  two  smdl  rifled 
guns  for  solid  shot  This  little  battery  was  well 
managed.  There  must  have  been  some  five  or  six 
hundred  of  them,  besides  their  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery. 

The  forces  actively  engaged  on  our  side  were 
the  Eighth  New-Hampshire,  under  command  of 
Col.  Hawkes  Fearing,  Jr.,  Lieut-Col.  0.  W.  Loll, 
and  Major  Smith.  The  latter  officer  was  in  verj 
bad  health,  but  could  not  be  kept  firom  his  post 
on  that  account,  while  his  brave  regiment  was 
winning  laurels  for  all  time  to  come.  This  regi- 
ment was  designed  to  form  on  the  right,  but  the 
order  of  battle  being  changed  by  certain  circum- 
stances, they  wheeled  into  position  on  the  kit, 
by  what  is  known  among  military  men  as  inrer- 
sion.  The  Twelfth  Connecticut  was  the  only 
other  infiintry  force  that  really  participated  in  the 
fight  This  splendidly  disciplined  regiment  of 
brave  New-Englanders  marched  on  to  that  battle- 
field as  they  would  to  a  holiday  parade-ground, 
and  attracted  the  attention  of  their  General  by 
the  steadiness  with  which  they  conducted  them- 
selves fi*om  first  to  last  The  Thirteenth  Con- 
necticut were  the  last  to  cross  over,  and  had  time 
only  to  fire  one  volley,  before  the  enemy  was 
either  in  retreat  beyond  the  range  of  their  guns 
or  lying  in  supplicating  attitudes  in  the  ditches 
and  behind  the  trees,  showing  evident  signs  of  a 
desire  to  be  taken  prisoners.  There  was  but  one 
section  of  artillery  on  this  side  of  the  bayou— a 
portion  of  Thompson*s  battery,  I  believe.  Lieut 
Perkinses  cavalry  was  there  doing  good  service, 
but  not  assisting  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight 

Thus  you  will  see  that  the  fight  was  not  m 
very  unequal  in  point  of  numbers  as  some  would 
try  to  make  out  In  fact,  it  was  quite  a  fair 
little  stand-up  fight,  and  the  superior  position  of 
the  confederates  might  have  given  them  a  de- 
cided temporary  advantage  at  the  onset  if  their 
commander  had  only  taken  the  proper  advan- 
tage of  it 

Early  next  morning  we  were  again  in  motion, 
apparently  driving  snudl  squads  of  the  rear-guard 
of  the  confederates  before  us.  Occasionally  a 
prisoner  would  be  brought  in  by  some  of  lite 
ever-moving,  untiring  cavalry.  Now  and  then 
Thompson's  or  some  of  the  other  batteries  would 
unlimber  a  piece  and  send  a  shot  at  some  retreat- 
ing squad  of  horsemen,  but  no  enemy  appeared 
in  force.  We  were  constantly  told,  both  by  pri- 
oners  and  negroes,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  confederates  to  make  a  final  stand  at  Thil>o- 
deauxville.  But  as  we  approached  that  place,  the 
commander.  General  O&te  Lieutenant-Governor) 
Mouton,  thought  it  advisable  to  retreat  ili» 
scouts  had  brought  intelligence  that  the  Unitt.'*! 
States  forces  were  coming  in  two  columns,  of  ti-a 
miles  each  in  length,  on  each  side  of  the  bay<>u. 
So  he  ordered  the  splendid  bridge  across  the  La- 
fourche to  be  burned,  advised  every  bodjr'to  U-ci^e 
his  home,  as  he  told  them  all  he  was  gomg  to  ile> 
fend  the  town  to  the  last — die  in  the  last  diti-b, 
of  course — and  then  skedaddled.  He  is  said  to 
have  been  sick,  and  unable  to  sit  on  liorseback. 
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Muj  of  the  people  of  this  region  ran  awaj 
with  hun,  many  others  were  pressed  in  as  con- 
scripts, and  others  were  called  out  in  the  militia. 
Sut  a  reaction  is  now  taking  place,  and  Captain 
Fuller,  oar  active  and  polite  ProTOst-Marshal,  is 
full  of  business,  paroling,  granting  passes,  and 
generally  whitewashing  the  returned  fugitives. 

One  of  the  most  certain  signs  of  the  good  re- 
sults of  the  civilizing  influence  of  this  little  army 
of  {MUriots  and  genUemen  is  that  several  of  the 
IidKs,  wives  of  wealthy  planters,  have  extorted  a 
promise  from  me  to  ask  you  to  send  them  the  Del- 
ta. I  am  told  they  have  been  reading  lies  and 
nonsense  for  nearly  two  years  now,  and  desire  a 
chinge. 

The  Feds  seem  to  be  vastly  more  popular  than 
the  Unfeds  were;  The  former  go  into  a  house, 
store,  or  shop,  and  if  they  see  any  thing  they 
want,  they  simply  inquire  the  price  and  pay  for 
it  in  money;  while  the  latter  would  swagger 
iround,  wishing  they  might  get  a  sight  of  a  Yan- 
kee, that  they  might  kill  him  and  swallow  him 
whole,  take  whatever  they  mi^t  want,  and  ten- 
der in  payment  some  worthless  shinplaster  pay- 
able in  confederate  notes.  They  frequently  did 
Eot  pretend  to  pay  any  thing.  One  poor  widow 
woman  told  me  that  they  came  to  her  house, 
quartered  on  her  for  two  weeks,  got  drunk,  broke 
Qtr  furniture^  ate  her  substance,  and  finally 
sloped  on  the  approach  of  the  Federals,  leaving 
iier  worse  off  in  this  world^s  goods  by  at  least 
one  hundred  dollars,  besides  their  unpaid  bills. 
I  could  write  innumerable  instances  related  to 
me  of  their  high  and  riotous  doings,  but  I  must 
pass  on  to  other  subjects. 

On  Wednesday  morning  the  General  ordered 
CoL  Birge,  with  his  regiment,  (the  Thirteenth 
Connecticut,)  to  march  to  the  Bayou  des  AUe- 
Qttods  and  open  communication  with  Colonel 
Thomas,  who  was  opening  the  Opelousas  Rail- 
road, and  who  was  reported  to  be  rather  hard 
pushed  by  the  confederates.  GoL  Birge  went 
within  four  miles  of  the  bayou,  when  he  met 
bome  of  CoL  Thomas's  officers,  who  reported  the 
o^mmaod  as  coming  on  slowly  but  surely,  having 
D>>t  once  fired  a  gun  nor  seen  a  hostile  force. 
Communicatioa  being  thus  open,  the  Thirteenth 
eune  bade  to  camp  on  Thursday.  CoL  Thomas 
rcp()rted  that  the  rebels  had  burned  the  railroad 
^'dge  across  the  bayou,  and  that  he  was  then 
ci^gAged  in  repairing  it — a  work,  he  thought,  of 
two  or  three  days'  time. 

The  railroad  bridge  across  Bayou  Lafourche 
1^  burned  also,  but  that  was  not  so  long  as  the 
cae  near  Bayou  des  AUemands,  nor  so  badly 
^3raed  The  latter  was  about  four  hundred  and 
%  feet  long;  and  pretty  nearly  destroyed.  The 
^^niter  was  soon  repaired.  Trains  can  now  go 
OTer  the  road  firom  Algiers  to  the  dep6t  near  tms 
P^  and  I  shidl  be  able  to  send  you  daily  re- 
ports. 

The  confederate  military  authorities  have  burn- 
ed numerous  warehouses  filled  with  sugar.  One 
At  the  depot,  four  miles  from  here,  had  three 
hundred  hogsheads.    Another,  three  miles  dis- 


tant, contained  two  hundred  and  fifty.  This 
sugar  was  totally  destroyed. 

The  reason  allied  for  this  wanton  destruction 
is  that  the  Yankees  would  come  and  seize  it! 
The  real  reason  is,  that  the  leaders  were  afraid 
that  this  sugar  would  contribute  to  restore  friend- 
ly relations  between  the  people  and  their  true 
Uovemment  It  serves  to  make  loyal  men  out 
of  the  planters,  who  can  bring  their  produce  to 
New-Orleans,  obtain  unprecedentedly  high  prices, 
in  good  money,  and  purchase  in  return  therefor 
such  goods  as  they  need  for  their  families  at  low 
prices.  If  the  confederates  cannot  stop  this 
trade,  their  "cause"  will  be  damaged  in  the 
Lafourche  country. 

We  have  all  along  heard  that  General  Mouton 
intended  to  make  a  stand  at  the  next  point,  from 
each  of  which  he  retreated,  tmtil  he  is  said  to 
have  reached  Berwick's  Bay.  Reports  this  morn- 
ing say  that  this  latter  point  is  now  evacuated, 
and  the  enemy  is  supposed  to  have  gone  in  the 
direction  of  Vicksburgh. 

I  learn  that  all  along  the  line  of  the  Opelousas 
road,  the  people  who  have  been  drafted  as  con- 
scripts are  deserting  and  coming  in,  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance.  A  Capt  Renshaw,  it  is  said, 
who  had  a  company  of  sixty-two  men,  lost  forty 
by  desertion  this  morning.  Another  small  squad 
of  eleven  men  were  sworn  in  as  loyal  citizens  this 
evening. 

It  is  probable  that  a  considerable  amount  of 
sugar  will  find  its  way  to  your  city,  now  the  rail- 
road is  open  to  this  place  and  bevond ;  and  I  hate 
heard  of  one  man  already  who  has  received  per- 
mission to  ship  his  stock,  which  consists  of  about 
three  hundred  hogsheads.  It  is  likely  there  Tiill 
be  many  more. 

The  Eighth  New  Hampshire  started  this  morn- 
ing for  Tigerville,  about  twenty  miles  distant, 
down  the  road.  It  is  thought  there  is  no  enemy 
in  this  region  now,  and  that  communication  will 
soon  be  open  to  Galveston. 

Colonel  Thomas,  of  the  Eighth  Vermont,  found 
four  pieces  of  artiUerv  mounted  on  a  car,  at  the 
bridge  of  Bayou  des  AUemands.  They  were  well 
spiked,  and  one  was  filled  with  balls  to  the  muz- 
zle. Two  were  thirty-two  pounders,  and  two 
were  little  four-pounder  field-pieces. 

I  am  informed  that  the  commander  of  the  con- 
federate forces  at  Bayou  des  AUemands,  on  learn- 
ing the  result  of  the  engagement  at  Labadieville, 
or  NapoleonvUle,  shot  seven  prisoners  belonging 
to  the  Eighth  Vermont  regiment  The  supposed 
reasons  tor  this  act  of  barbarity  are,  that  they 
were  Germans  who  had  been  enlisted  in  New- 
Orleans,  taken  prisoners  some  time  ago,  and  that 
he  was  afraid  they  might  escape  to  their  regi- 
ment, which  he  heard  was  making  its  way  up 
the  road,  or  that  they  might  be  recaptured.  They 
are  buried  within  a  short  distance  of  the  bridge, 
and  were  taken  up  and  fully  identified  by  some 
of,  their  former  companions  in  arms.  I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  truth  of  this  statement,  but  give  it 
as  it  was  told  me  by  some  of  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  regiment 
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Doc.  17. 


THE  FIGHT  AT  CROSS  HOLLOWS,  ARK.* 

MISSOURI  "DEMOOBAT**  NARRATIVK. 


Obcnb  Hollows,  Ask.,  October  89. 
I  TAKB  this,  the  earliest  opportunity,  of  send- 
ing you  intelligence  and  further  detail  relative  to 
another  victory  which  has  been  gained  in  North- 
western Arkansas.  Telegraphic  despatches  re- 
garding the  fight  doubtless  have  already  reached 
you  and  been  presented  to  your  readers. 

The  facts  of  the  case  are  these :  The  army  of 
the  frontier  had  been  vainly  pursuing  the  main 
body  of  the  rebels  for  several  weeks  without  hope 
of  bringing  on  a  collision,  until  news  came  that  a 
considerable  force  had  collected  near  Fayetteville. 
On  Monday,  Gen.  Totten's  entire  division  started 
from  Osage  Spring,  a  point  five  or  six  miles  west 
of  CrossHoUows,  and  equidistant  with  the  latter 
to  Fayetteville.  His  force  moved  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  some  six  or  seven  thousand 
strong,  going  Erectly  toward  Fayetteville,  which 
was  seventeen  miles  distant 

In  the  evening  Gen.  Herron  received  directions 
to  take  a  body  of  cavalry  and  approach  the  ene- 
my from  the  south-east  and  overwhelm  them. 
He  took  nine  hunchred  men,  consisting  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  First  Iowa  cavalry,  the  Seventh  Mis- 
souri State  militia,  and  the  first  battalion  of  the 
First  Missouri  cavalry,  a  portion  of  which  formed 
his  body-guard,  and  set  out  at  eleven  o'clock  on 
Monday  night,  eight  hours  after  the  other  divi- 
sion had  taken  its  departure.  He  went  south 
some  six  miles  upon  the  direct  road  to  Fayette- 
ville, and  then,  turning  to  the  left  or  cast,  made 
a  wide  detour  through  a  blind,  unfrequented 
path  without  a  guide  and  under  the  cover  of  a 
night  of  tartarean  darkness.  This  little  party 
crossed  the  White  River  several  times,  and  forced 
their  way  through  tangled  thickets,  and  by  three 
.or  half-past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  had 
iinade  twenty-five  miles  and  encountered  the  first 
pickets  of  the  enemy.  These  were  followed  in 
with  difficulty,  the  road  apparently  becoming 
more  obscure. 

Just  as  the  dawn  was  breaking  they  came  upon 
a  heavier  picket,  consisting,  apparently,  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  A  portion  of  the  State 
mlMiia  was  dismounted,  and  this  party  driven 
across  the  White  River,  which  there  intervened 
between  Gen.  Herron' s  forces  and  the  rebel  camp. 
It  appeared,  from  a  straggler  and  a  boy  that  had 
been  caught,  that  CoL  Craven  was  at  this  camp 
with  four  thousand  Texan  Rangers  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery.  This  would  have  been  discouraging  to 
some  men,  but  Gen.  Herron  had  not  marched  his 
men  aU  the  way  down  there,  through  bramble 
and  brake,  for  the  purpose  of  marching  them 
back  again.  Although  he  had  expected  to  mere- 
ly assist  a  larger  force  in  subduing  the  enemy, 
he  found  himself  with  a  new  and  very  serious 
battle  on  his  hands.  Taking  a  hasty  survey  of 
the  position,  he  disposed  his  willing  forces  with 

*  This  b«tUe  U  also  knovn  as  the  battle  of  Fayetterllle. 


rapidity,  and  then  with  enthusiasm  wait  at  the 
work  in  hand.  The  river  was  crossed,  skinnish- 
ers  thrown  out,  and  at  one  time  his  entire  party, 
with  the  exception  of  less  than  one  hundred  mea, 
were  engaged  in  the  fight  No  less  than  an  hour 
and  a  half  was  consumed  in  crossing  the  river, 
the  rebels  having  the  advantage  in  long-range 
Mini6  muskets,  while  our  boys  had  only  thdr 
revolving  pistols  and  rifles  and  a  few  carbines. 

After  a  severe  contest,  their  advance  was  posh- 
ed across  the  river,  and  then  they  made  a  new 
Hne  of  battle,  running  through  thdr  camp,  when 
they  made  a  bold  stand,  and  held  our  forces  for 
another  hour  and  a  half.     Finally,  signs  of  yield- 
ing were  detected,  and  then  our  boys  chai^^ 
upon  them  with  a  wild  shout  that  sent  terror  to 
the  hearts  of  the  rebtls,  and  added  wings  to  their 
flying  feet    In  a  moment  their  camp  was  desert- 
ed, and  our  gallant  boys  were  in  possession. 
There  were  many  wooden   barracks  there,  the 
place  having  been  used  last  season,  as  winter 
quarters.     These  were  burned  to  the  ground, 
and  all  tiieir  cooking  utensils,  and  a  large  amount 
of  other  camp  equipage,  were  destroyed.     A  por- 
tion of  their  train  was  captured,  and  the  entire 
rebel  force,  consisting  of  six  regiments,  were  driv- 
en four  miles  into  the  Boston  Mouotains.     A  few 
prisoners  were  taken,  not  exce^ng  a  dozen  in 
number,  and  fifteen  dead  bodies  were  picked  up 
on  the  field.     The  road  by  which  the  rebels  re- 
treated was  thickly  spattered  with  blood,  show- 
ing that  they  took  away  many  wounded,  and 
upon  several  occasions  they  were  seen  taking 
away  dead  bodies  upon  their  horses.      We  did 
not  lose  a  man,  and  only  five  were  wounded, 
which,  of  itself^  is  a  remarkable  piece  of  good 
fortune. 

This  brilliant  affair  occurred  twelve  miles  south 
of  Fayetteville,  on  the  Ozark  road.  Intelligence 
was  brought  that  a  large  rebel  force  was  betwet^n 
the  scene  of  conflict  and  Fayetteville.  General 
Herron,  not  relishing  the  idea  of  being  entirely 
surrounded  by  a  largely  superior  force,  fell  back 
toward  Fayetteville,  after  resting  for  an  hour 
upon  the  well-won  field.  Whatever  rebel  force 
there  was  upon  this  road  disappeared  over  the 
mountains,  and  within  an  hour  the  gallant  little 
band  came  upon  the  advance  of  Gen.  Totten's  di- 
vision. Last  night,  at  nine  o'clock,  the  Geneml 
returned  to  this  place,  having  travelled  fifty-four 
miles  in  less  than  twenty-three  hours,  whipped  & 
force  of  rebels  four  times  as  large  as  his,  takin? 
them  completely  by  Surprise  in  a  hostile  countiy, 
and  bringing  his  whole  force  safely  home  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  life. 


ANOTHEB   NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

Ctoss  Hoixows,  Amc,  October  29, 196S. 

Quite  a  brilliant  affair  in  the  way  of  a  night 
raid  took  place  in  this  vicinity  yesterday,  an ! 
is  perhaps  well  worth  a  passing  mention.  Tl'.c 
different  divisions  of  the  army  of  the  frontio'- 
have  been  gallivanting  about  the  country  seeking 
for  a  muss  with  the  rebels  with  very  poor  suci'e« 
for  some  weeks.  Like  the  Irishman's  i\vA^  eveiy 
time  we  thought  we  had  them  at  any  parucul&r 
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pUce,  they  were  not  there.     We  are  in  a  hostile 
country,  where  every  living  thing  appears  to  act 
the  spy  against  as,  apprising  the  secesh  of  our 
approach  whenever  we  make  an  important  move- 
ment toward  them.     Intelligence  came  a  few  days 
Bgo  that  a  considerabte  body  of  the  enemy  had 
congregated  in  the  vicinity  of  Fayetteville,  and 
vouid  there  give  us  fight     General  Totten  was 
ordered  to  move  his  division  immediately  upon 
thf  latter  place.     He  responded  to  this  order  by 
starting  at  three  o^dock  p.m.     Gen.  Herron  was 
encamped  with  his  division  at  Cross  Hollows,  and 
General  Totten^s  camp  was  at  Osage  Springs,  six 
miles  west  of  the  former  camp,  and  equidistant 
vith  it  from  Fayetteville.     On  the  evening  of  the 
same  day  (twenty-seventh  instant)  Gen.  Herron 
received  orders  to  t^ke  a  portion  of  the  cavalry 
belonging  to  his  command,  and  to  approach  the 
enemy  finom  the  south-east  simultaneously  if  pos- 
sible with  Totten,  who  would  move  on  them  from 
the  north-west     Fayetteville  is  seventeen  miles 
nearly  south  of  the  starting-point  of  both  of  these 
parties  so  that  while  Totten  approached   them 
directly  and  by  the  shortest  route,  Gen.  Hen  on, 
who  started   eight  hours  afterward,   would   be 
ol>liged  to  make  a  wide  detour,  and  attack  the 
enemy  in  the  rear.     At  eleven  o* clock  at  night, 
the  latter  General,  supported  by  less  than  one 
thousand  half-armed  cavalry,  left  Cross  Hollows 
up«m  a  very  indefinite  sort  of  errand.     He  did  not 
knt>w  exactly  where  the  enemy  were  encamped, 
r^^  by  what  road  to  reach  them.     He  had  not  an 
ii>a  what  their  force  amounted  to ;  and  he  knew 
r^ot  where  Totten  would  commence  his  attack. 
This  little  party  proceeded  rapidly  on  the  Fay- 
rHteTille  road  for  some  six  or  seven  miles,  then 
thev  turned  off  to  the  left,  on  the  east,  into  a 
hlind  bridle-path.     The  night  was  pitchy  dark, 
tnd  the  air  sharp  with  frost     Without  compass  or 
iriide,  the  General  led  his  men  through  bramble 
ind  brake,  tangled  bi  ushwood  and  thick  forests, 
'-vcr  mountains,  through  rivers  and  rock-ribbed 
tarine:^  coming  upon  a  rebel  vidette  at  about  half- 
p<*c«t  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  some  twenty- 
ti.e  miles  from  Cross  Hollows.     This  was  unex- 
I-^ed,  but  the  fiicts  of  the  case  proved  that  the 
rr^fls  were  twelve  miles  below  Fayetteville,  on 
tii.*  liuntsville  road.     General  Herron  advanced 
Li-  men,  caatioosly  feeling  his  way  by  flankers 
'M  scouts,  until  daylight,  when  he  came  upon  a 
•*:ong  picket-guard  of  two  hundred  cavalry.     A 
r  rtinn  of  the  Missouri  State  militia  were  dis- 
^>-iDted  and   deployed  as  skirmishers.     They 
'  jrke*!  beautifully,  advancing  bravely  to  the  con- 
'■^^t,  and  drove  the  secesh  steadily  toward  their 
'^mp,  which  was  in  an  open  space  on  the  oppo- 
*  te  gifle  of  White  River.     Other  pickets  were 
Hi^iHintered,  who  fell  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
«trf:am,  and  there  made  a  determined  stand  of  an 
hour  and  a  half     They  were  finally  dislodged,  and 
*<rrit  helter-skelter  through  the  water  to  the  oppo- 
f'Xf  shore.     Our  troops  immediately  followed,  and 
there  met,  drawn  up  in  a  line  of  battle,  the  whole 
r'-bel  force,  consisting  of  two  pieces,  of  artillery 
i^i'l  five  regiments  of  Texan  Rangers,  numbering 
nearly  five  thousand  men,  under  the  command 


of  Col.  Craven.  The  case  looked  desperate,  but 
Gen.  Herron  is  every  inch  a  soldier,  and  a  cool- 
headed  fighting  man.  He  had  made  a  weary 
night-march,  and  he  was  determined  not  to  go 
back  without  giving  the  enemy  a  tussle.  With  a 
rapid  glance  he  took  in  the  whole  situation,  com- 
prehending the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of 
the  position  immediately.  His  men  consisted  of 
portions  of  the  brave  Iowa  First  cavalry,  the  Sev- 
enteenth Missouri  State  militia — the  same,  by  the 
way,  who  were  forced  across  the  State  line  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet — and  a  part  of  the  First  bat- 
talion of  the  First  Missouri  volunteer  cavalry,  and 
in  all  nun>bered  about  nine.hundred  men.  They 
were  poorly  armed,  some  with  carbines,  others 
with  only  sabres  and  revolving  pistols,  and  the 
remainder  with  short-range  revolving  rifles ;  all 
else  depended  upon  their  dashing  bravery  and  in- 
vincible spirits.  It  was  impossible  to  decide  who 
was  entitled  to  the  most  praise  in  this  most  un- 
equal conflict  No  single  company  had  ever  been 
beaten  in  a  previous  battle,  so  they  knew  not 
what  it  was  to  be  whipped.  Dispanty  of  num- 
bers was  forgotten ;  the  victory  to  them  was  a 
foregone  conclusion,  and  it  only  remained  to  win 
it  by  fair  hard  knocks.  At  it  they  went,  doing 
their  work  manfully,  and  performing  deeds  of  valor 
that  smacked  of  the  marvels  of  ancient  chivalry. 
Another  hour  and  a  half  was  spent  in  making  an 
impression  upon  the  serried  front  of  the  rebels. 
At  last  word  was  conveyed  along  the  lines  that 
the  enemy  was  in  retreat^  and  in  a  moment  our 
forces  were  charging  into  their  camp  with  an  in- 
spiriting huzza  that  incited  with  new  terror  the 
flying  feet  of  the  foe.  They  were  driven  some 
four  miles,  and  after  a  hard-fought  aflair  lasting 
about  four  hours  in  all,  the  field  and  a  complete 
victory  was  ours.  The  rebel  camp  equipage  and 
barracks  were  destroyed,  and  a  portion  of  their 
baggage-train  captured.  Several  prisoners  were 
taken,  and  fifteen  or  twenty  bodies  found  dead 
upon  the  field.  Doubtless  many  dead  were  car- 
ried away,  and  all  the  wounded.  Our  loss  was 
almost  nothing.  Five  poor  fellows  were  wounds 
ed,  one  of  whom  has  since  died.  With  that  ex- 
ception, it  was  almast  a  bloodless  victory,  as  far 
as  Gen.  Herron^s  forces  were  concerned. 


Doa  18. 


FIGHT  ON  THE  RIDGEVILLE  ROAD,  VA. 

LI£UTENANT-COLONEL  QUIRK'S  REPORT. 

Hbadqcartkiu  iRira  Bhioadc,  Gamp  Jsasn,  I 
Nkw-€kskk,  Va.,  October  80, 1802.      f 

To  Capt  Melvin^  Assistant  Adjutant  General : 

Captain  :  One  hour  after  the  reception,  and  in 
pursuance  of  orders  from  brigade  headquarters,  I 
left  this  camp  at  half-past  five  o* clock  p.m.,  in  com- 
mand of  company  A,  Lieut  Hart;  company  C, 
Capt  Youn^;  compan}'  D,  Capt  Wort;  Ringgold 
Pennsylvania  cavalry,  numbering  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  one  section  of  Rourko*s  batte- 
ry, commanded  by  Capt.  John  Rourke. 

I  arrived  with  my  command  at  Greenland  Gap 
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(twenty-one  miles)  at  eleven  o'clock  p.m.,  where 
I  was  informed  that  the  enemy  (Stuart's  cavalry) 
four  hundred  strong,  with  ahout  two  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  crossed  the  mountain  near  Green- 
land at  two  o'clock  that  afternoon. 

We  then  immediately  advanced  in  pursuit, 
through  the  Gap,  along  the  Ridgeville  road,  de- 
termined, if  possible,  to  intercept  them  before  they 
reached  the  crossing  of  that  road,  five  miles  from 
Petersburgh. 

When  wo  arrived  within  three  miles  of  the 
crossing,  I  halted  the  detachment,  and  sent  for- 
ward Lieut  Hart  and  ten  of  his  men  to  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  had  passed  the  crossing,  and 
he  ascertained  from  a  reliable  source  that  the 
enemy,  consisting  of  from  three  hundred  to  hve 
hundred  of  Stuart's  cavalry,  Lee's  brigade,  were 
encamped  within  two  miles  back  of  the  other  road. 
At  daylight  we  advanced  upon  the  enemy,  and 
when  within  seven  hundred  yards,  I  ordered  Capt 
Rourke  to  the  front  with  his  guns,  when  a  few 
well-directed  shell  and  shot,  fired  by  Capt  Rourke 
in  person,  threw  the  enemy  into  confusion,  and 
caused  them  to  fly  into  the  woods. 

I  then  ordered  the  cavalry  to  charge,  which 
order  was  promptly  and  gallantly  executed,  par- 
ticularly by  company  A,  Lieut  Hart  After  six- 
teen of  the  enemy  were  captured,  being  unable  to 
find  any  more  of  the  enemy,  I  ordered  the  cattle 
to  be  collected  and  driven  With  the  greatest  pos- 
sible despatch  toward  our  own  camp,  especially 
as  I  was  apprehensive  of  an  attack  by  Imboden, 
who  was  reported  with  a  force  of  seven  hundred 
men  at  Petersburgh,  only  five  miles  distant 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  our  loss  was  none, 
while  that  of  the  enemy  is  known  to  have  been 
at  least  three  killed,  sixteen  were  taken  prisoners, 
nineteen  horses  capturedj  and  one  hundred  and 
sixty  head  of  cattle. 

I  have  been  informed  by  one  of  the  prisoners 
that  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of  two  picked 
men  from  each  company  of  Lee's  brigade,  Stuart's 
cavalry. 

The  success  of  the  expedition  is  owing  to  the 
rapidity  of  our  movements,  having  advanced  some 
thirty-five  miles  during  the  night,  and  to  the  cheer- 
ful and  active  cooperation  of  the  officers  and  men 
composing  the  detachment 

Lieut  John  A.  Ayres,  of  my  regiment,  Acting 
Adjutant  of  the  detachment,  rendered  me  valu- 
able and  efficient  aid. 

The  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully  yours, 

Jaubs  Quirk, 

Uettt-OolozMl  Commanding. 


Doc.  19. 


THE  FIGHT  ON  THE  OSAGE  RIVER. 

▲  NEGRO  REGIMENT  IN  ACnON. 

lAATBTwoani,  Sfttnrdaj,  Norember  8. 
The  First  re^ment  Kansas  colored  volunteers, 
or  a  portion  of  it,  have  been  in  a  fight,  shed  their 


own  and  rebel  blood,  and  come  off  victorious, 
when  the  odds  were  as  five  to  one  against  them. 

For  the  last  few  weeks  the  recruits  composing 
this  r^ment  have  been  in  camp  **  Wm.  A.  Phil- 
lips," at  Fort  Lincoln,  perfecting  themselves  in 
drill.  On  the  twenty-sixth  of  October,  Captain 
Seamen  received  an  order  from  Major  Henning, 
commanding  at  Fort  Scott,  to  take  such  a  force 
as  he  could  raise  and  proceed  to  a  point  on  the 
Osage,  Bates  County,  Mo.,  and  there  break  up  a 
gang  of  bushwhackers.  We  marched  from  Fort 
Lincoln  with  seventy  men  of  the  battalion  raised 
by  himself;  under  Capt  Pierson,  (formerly  of  the 
First  Iowa,)  and  Lieut  Thrasher,  (formerly  of  the 
Third  Kansas,)  and  one  hundred  and  seventy 
men  from  Col.  Williams's  battalion,  under  the 
command  of  Capt  R  G.  Ward,  company  B;  Ad- 
jutant R.  J.  Hinton,  Capt  A.  G.  Crew,  company 
A,  and  J.  Armstrong,  company  H,  (the  latter  was 
formerly  in  company  B,  Third  Kansas,)  and 
Lieuts.  Dickerson,  company  C,  Huddleton,  com- 
pany E,  Gardner,  company  F,  and  Minor,  com- 
pany D.  This  made  in  all  two  hundred  and  forty 
men,  with  the  addition  of  half  a  dozen  white 
scouts.  The  men  were  armed  with  the  Prussian 
and  Austrian  rifled  muskets,  the  former  of  which 
is  an  excellent  weapon,  and  the  latter  a  poor  one, 
from  constant  liability  to  get  out  of  order. 

On  the  twenty-sixth  the  command  marched 
twenty  miles,  and  on  the  twenty-seventh  reachfl 
Dickies  Ford,  on  the  Osage,  at  about  two  p.m. 
Our  destination  was  the  house  of  a  notorious 
rebel,  named  Tooth  man's,  three  miles  from  this 
ford.  As  we  came  in  sight  of  it,  we  discovered 
at  the  same  time  a  number  of  horsemen  on  the 
Osage  bottoms,  a  mile  to  the  south-east  The 
scouts  and  mounted  officers  galloped  forward  to  i 
reconnoitre,  and  soon  discovered  them  to  be  rcbtd  I 
guerrillas.  A  citizen  with  a  load  of  wood,  on  in- 
quiry, stated  that  they  were  reported  as  Cock- 
erell's,  Hancock's,  and  Truman's  gangs,  movii 
south  in  the  direction  of  Arkansas.  Retumii 
to  the  detachment,  it  encamped  for  the  night, 
Toothman's.  We  erected  a  rail  barricade  arouD* 
the  door-yard  fence.  The  reports  of  scouts, 
well  as  the  women  in  the  house,  warranted  t) 
assumption  that  the  rebel  forces  were  several  hui 
dred  strong.  Our  camp  was  within  two  mile 
of  the  famous  Osage  Island,  an  extensive  tn< 
of  land,  so  called  because  the  Osage  had  cut  fti 
itself  two  channels  around  it  That  night 
sent  back  messengers  to  Kansas  for  rcenfor 
ments.  Being  greatly  in  need  of  mounted  mei 
we  sent  to  the  organized  militia  companies,  ali 
to  Colonel  Adams,  commanding  the  Twelfth 
ment,  to  camp  at  Fort  Lincoln,  and  to  M&je 
Henning,  at  Fort  Scott  We  requested  the  latu 
to  send  what  reenforcements  he  could  alon^  tl 
south  side  of  the  Osage  River,  to  Burnett's  Fei 
Our  intention  was  to  skirmish  with  them  uni 
these  reenforcements  arrived,  and  when  Ma)< 
Hennine's  force  arrived  to  make  an  attack  on  ill 
Island  from  each  side.  All  day  we  skirmi-^h< 
with  the  rebel  pickets,  at  the  same  time  sendii 
out  foraging  and  other  parties.  On  the  tircnt] 
ninth  the  rebel  pickets,  which  had  occupied 
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highest  mounds  to  the  south-east  of  us,  seemed 
to  hare  been  considerablj  reenforced.  A  detach- 
ment of  about  surtT  men  was  sent  out,  under 
command  of  Capt  Armstrong  and  Adjt  Hinton, 
with  directions  to  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  hold- 
ing them  in  play  while  a  foraging  party  proceeded 
in  search  of  salt  and  com-mcaL  The  rebels  were 
eridently  well  handled.  They  designed  to  draw 
on  some  detachment  far  enough  from  camp  to 
overwhelm  it  before  assistance  could  arrive.  The 
skirmishing  grew  brisk,  and  shots  were  rapidly 
exchanged,  though  always  at  long-range  and  in- 
dindoal  objects.  The  guerrillas  would  shout 
from  the  hill  on  which  they  were  posted,  in  the 
most  derisiTe  manner,  cursing  the  white  officers 
for  '^d— d  niggei^stealers,  etc,  etc. 

Id  fact  they  paid  particular  attention  to  the 
tvo  or  three  white  men  on  the  field.     The  balls 
from  long-range  rifles  came  unpleasantly  near. 
Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  skirmishing, 
ft  shot  from  one  of  our  men  brought  down  a  rebel. 
Soon  another  fell,  evidently  hit  in  the  side,  and 
then  deploying  the  right  wing  of  the  skirmishers 
tbroagh  a  sdulU  ravine,  and  advancing  up  the 
slope  beyond  on  the  double-quick,  we  managed 
to  give  them  a  raking  volley,  which  sent  off  sev- 
en! riderless  horses.     Passing  over  the  ground, 
we  discovered  hlood  where  one  man  had  fallen. 
Br  the  mouth  of  a  prisoner  whom  Cockerell  re- 
leased that  afternoon,  we  afterward  learned  that 
the  rebels  acknowledged  seven  killed  and  mor- 
t^ilj  wounded  in  the  morning  skirmish.    Rehirn- 
isg  to  camp  under  orders,  the  rebels  fired  the 
prairie  behind  us,   and  advanced   their  pickets 
dnder  cover  of  the  smoke.     The  wind  was  blow- 
ing almost  a  gale,  and  we  were  compelled  to  set 
ft  coantto  fire  around  camp,  in  order  to  prevent 
oorselres  being  completely  overwhelmed  by  the 
pnoiie.    Under  its  cover  our  scouts  were  driven 
'^   Capt  S^men  then  sent  out  a  party  of  eight 
Cherokee  negroes,  who  soon  managed  to  get  to 
the  windward  of  the  fire.     They  were  directed  to 
I^^p  within  sight  of  camp,  but  their  eagerness 
h  the  prey  soon  led  to  a  disobedience  of  orders. 
Sixteen  men  were  then  sent  out  under  Lieut 
Gardner  to  reenforce  and  bring  them  in.     The 
Cberokees  being  somewhat  unmanageable  except 
bj  their  owli  officers,  Capt  Pierson  accompanied 
Oardner  to  aid  this  purpose.     Captain  Crew  and 
Lifut  iluddleston  both  left  camp  without  orders 
iQd  joined  the  squad.     They  advanced  to  the 
«dge  of  the  mounds,  united  with  the  first  party, 
and  in  place  of  returning  to  camp,  started  to  visit 
ft  log  boose  half  a  mile  distant,  on  the  bottom 
^d.    There  was  the  opportunity  sought  by  the 
^Mg,  and  they  improved  it,  or  sought  to.     Th% 
boose  was  visited,  and  the  party  was  returning 
ft<:ro:is  the  prairie  toward  the  mounds,  in  sight  of 
camp,  when  lit>m  behind  them  to  the  south-east, 
0(1  which  the  rebels  had  been  posted  in  the  morn- 
ing skirmish,  appeared  about  one  hundred  and 
Unrty  mounted  men,  advancing  on  the  double- 
quick  toward  Gardner's  party.     In  place  of  re- 
turning to  the  log-cabin,  where  a  successful  re- 
ftlstance  could  be  made  till  reinforced,  our  de- 
Uchmeut  headed  steadily  for  the  mound.     In  the 


mean  while,  alarmed  at  camp  at  the  lengthy  ab- 
sence of  the  party,  we  had  sent  out  a  detach- 
ment of  fifty  as  a  reserve,  under  Capt  Armstrong. 
When  the  cavabry  came  in  sight,  Capt  Pierson, 
who  occupied  a  position  from  which  the  move- 
ments could  be  observed,  signaled  for  the  reserve 
to  advance,  which  they  were  directed  to  do  by 
the  Adjutant,  who  then  galloped  to  camp  and 
hastened  the  moving  forward  of  two  detach- 
ments which  Captain  Seamen  was  hurr3'ing  out 
Lieut  Thrasher,  in  commarid  of  the  first,  went 
on  the  double-quick  down  the  ravine  to  the  west, 
followed  closely  by  that  under  Lieute.  Dickerson 
and  Minor. 

In  the  mean  while,  the  detachment  under  Gard- 
ner was  attacked  by  the  foe,  who  swept  down  like 
a  whirlwind  upon  it  Ono  volley  was  fired  in 
concert  which  emptied  several  saddles,  and  then 
this  devoted  body  was  separated  by  the  force  of 
that  sweeping  charge.  The  fight  thus  became  a 
hand-to-hand  encounter  of  one  man  to  six.  The 
rebels  were  mostly  armed  with  shot-guns,  revol- 
vers and  sabres,  our  men  with  the  Austrian  rifie 
and  sabre-bayonet  The  latter  is  a  fearful  weap- 
on, and  did  terrible  execution  in  the  hands  of  the 
muscular  blacks.  Six-Killer,  the  leader  of  the 
Cherokee  n^roes,  fell  with  six  wounds,  after 
shooting  two  men,  bayoneting  a  third,  and  laying 
a  fourth  hon  du  comoat  with  the  butt  of  his  gun. 
Another  one,  badly  wounded,  Sergeant  Ed.  Low- 
rey,  was  attacked  by  three  men ;  he  had  discharg- 
ed his  rifle,  and  had  no  time  to  load  again,  when 
they  fell  upon  him  with  revolver  and  sabre.  He 
was  then  badly  hurt  with  a  shot-gun  wound. 
One  man  demanded  his  surrender,  to  which  the 
reply  was  a  stunning  blow  fix)m  the  butt  of  the 
rifle,  knocking  him  off  his  horse.  The  negro, 
when  approached,  had  his  sabre-bayonet  in  hand, 
about  to  fix  it  on  his  gun.  The  prostrate  man 
got  a  crashing  blow  firom  it  on  the  skull  as  he  fell, 
and  then,  as  the  other  charged,  the  bayonet  was 
used  with  effect  on  the  nearest  horse,  and  the  butt 
of  the  gun  on  the  next  man.  .The  sergeant  re- 
ceived three  wounds  in  the  mSUe^  but  managed 
to  get  back  to  camp.  I  could  give  similar  in- 
stances of  nearly  every  man  and  boy  of  the  party. 
There  were  several  of  the  latter  in  the  fight.  One 
of  them,  Manuel  Dobson,  a  lad  of  foiuleen,  re- 
ceived a  ball  through  both  arms.  He  afterws^ 
told  Colonel  Williams  ''  that  he  couldn't  kill  but 
one  of  'em,''  but  adding,  with  commendable  pride, 
"  I  brought  my  gun  back." 

But  to  return  to  the  field.  As  the  enemy 
charged,  Armstrong's  detachment  was  seen  com- 
ing up  the  hill  on  the  double-quiclc  The  boys 
broke  for  theur  lines.  Lieut  Gardner,  being  a 
large  and  heavy  man,  had  early  endeavored  to  es- 
cape to  them,  but  fell  in  the  first  and  thickest  of 
the  fight  with  two  wounds  in  his  hip.  One  of 
the  rebels  dismounted  as  he  fell  forward,  prone 
on  his  face,  and  placing  his  revolver  to  his  head, 
fired.  Fortunately  the  ball  glanced,  inflicting 
only,  a  severe  scalp  wound.  Lieut  Gardner  lay 
there  till  the  prairie  fire  overtook  him,  when  he 
made  an  effort  and  got  upon  burnt  ground,  where 
we  found  him  after  Uie  engagement     Lieut  Hud- 
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dleton  wfts  early  separated  from  the  men,  and 
though  the  mark  of  many  bullets,  escaped  un- 
scathed. Captain  Crew,  retaining  his  position  at 
the  head  of  the  few  men  who  kept  together,  re- 
treated with  his  face  to  the  enemy,  firing  his  re- 
volver as  he  did  so.  He  fell  with  a  terrible  wound 
in  the  groin,  but  again  rose  and  retreated.  Sur 
rounded  by  half  a  dozen  of  the  foe,  he  was  ordered 
to  surrender.  "  Never  I"  he  shouted,  at  the  same 
time  calling  to  the  half-dozen  negroes  around  him 
to  die  rather  than  give  up.  He  then  fell  dead 
with  a  bullet  in  his  heart  His  body  was  instant- 
ly rifled  of  revolver  and  watch,  though  his  purse 
was  not  found.  Five  minutes  afterward  the  rebel 
who  took  the  watch  was  killed  by  one  of  the  ne- 
groes, who  again  took  the  watch  from  him  and 
brought  it  into  camp. 

While  these  incidents  were  occurring.  Captain 
Armstrong  brought  his  men  through  the  prairie- 
fire  on  to  the  brow  of  the  hill,  within  short-rangie 
of  the  enemy,  who,  as  they  discovered  his  ap- 
proach, galloped  round  the  hill  in  two  files,  open- 
ing in  the  form  of  a  Y,  with  the  intention  of 
charging  upon  him.  A  steady  volley  checked 
this  movement,  and  a  raking  fire  on  their  fiank 
ftom  the  companies  under  Lieutenants  Thrasher, 
Dickerson,  and  Minor,  changed  their  advance  into 
disorderly  rout,  in  which  a  number  of  saddles 
were  emptied.  Captain  Seamen,  observing  large 
reenforcements  moving  by  the  east,  apparently 
toward  our  camp,  ordered  Captain  Armstrong  and 
the  other  officers  to  fall  back  to  the  camp.  This 
was  done,  except  by  Lieut  Thrasher,  who  held 
the  field  firom  which  the  rebels  had  fied  long 
enough  to  bring  off  our  wounded,  and  all  the  dead 
but  three.  While  engaged  in  this  task,  the  en- 
emy's scouts  fired  the  prairie  in  three  different 
places,  and  advanced  under  cover  of  the  smoke, 
endeavoring  to  pick  off  the  men  engaged  in  re- 
moving the  wounded.  Their  killed  and  wounded 
had  been  removed  as  fast  as  they  fell.  They 
could  be  seen  to  dismount  as  fast  as  one  fell,  and, 
putting  the  body  on  a  horse,  remove  it  from  the 
field.  So  ended  the  battle  of  Island  Mounds, 
which,  though  commenced  through  the  rash  and 
impetuous  daring  of  the  officers,  yet  under  most 
unfavorable  circumstances,  resulted  in  a  complete 
victory  to  the  negro  regiment 

What  I  narrate  I  saw  myself^  and  having  wit- 
nessed several  engagements  since  this  rebellion 
commenced,  I  know  what  fighting  amounts  to. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  our  casualties : 

Killed — Captain  Crew,  Co.  A ;  corporal  Joseph 
Talbot.  Privates,  Samuel  Davis,  Thomas  Lane, 
Marion  Barber,  Allen  Rhodes,  Henry  Gash,  all  of 
Co.  F ;  John  Six-Killer,  Seamen^ s  battalion. 

Wounded — Lieutenant  Joseph  Gardner,  Co.  F, 
head,  hip  and  knee ;  private  Thos.  Knight,  both 
legs ;  Geo.  Dudley,  both  legs ;  Manuel  Dobson, 
both  arms*;  Lazarus  Johnson,  arm,  all  of  Co.  F ; 
Sergeant  Edward  Lowrey,  Seamen's  battalion, 
shoulder  and  arm;  Sergeant  Shelley  Banning, 
Seamen's  battalion,  right  breast  and  hip ;  corporal 
Andy  Hytower,  left  shoulder;  Anderson  Riley, 
left  shoulder ;  private  Ed.  Curtis,  back  and  mouth, 


all  of  Seamen's  battalion;  corporal  Jacob  Ed- 
wards, Co.  £,  head  and  sida 

After  the  fight  the  guerrillas  retreated  to  a 
point  south-east,  known  as  Red  Dirk  and  Pletstot 
Gap,  where  they  have  since  been  joined  by  Quan- 
trel  and  Harrison.  Our  advent  broke  up  their 
plans.  They  evidently  had  at  first  a  roost  con- 
temptible idea  of  the  negroes'  courage,  which  their 
engagement  speedily  changed. 

Bill  Truman  told  in  Butler  on  the  Friday  fol- 
lowing the  fight,  that  the  black  devils  fought  hke 
tigers,  and  tha,t  the  white  officers  had  got  them 
so  trained  that  not  one  would  surrender,  though 
they  tried  to  take  a  prisoner. 

KANSAS  **  JOURNAL  **  ACCOUNT. 

Hound  Crt,  Lim  Cophtt,  NoTvmber  1,  IStt. 

During  the  past  few  weeks  reports  were  occa- 
sionally reaching  this  place  that  a  rebel  force 
were  or  had  gathered  on  an  island  in  the  Xlariu 
des  Cygnes  River,  about  twenty  miles  east  of  us, 
and  some  eight  miles  from  the  State  line  in  Mis- 
souri. Rumors  were  reaching  us  that  our  town 
was  in  danger,  unless  they  wer6  dislodged  or 
driven  away,  and  that  Mound  City  would  soon 
share  the  same  fate  of  Olathe  and  Shawnectown. 
Picket-guards  were  kept  out  every  night  by  our 
citizens,  and  thefts  robberies,  and  murders  were 
almost  nightly  taking  place  along  the  line,  the 
horses  of  Union  men  taken,  and  the  provisions, 
clothing,  and  bedding  taken  from  their  families. 

Several  urgent  requests  were  made  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities  at  Fort  Scott  for  aid,  and  on  Sun- 
day last  Major  Henning  ordered  Captain  Seamen, 
with  a  force  of  four  or  five  companies  of  blacks, 
(infantry,)  consisting  of  some  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men,  who,  on  Sunday  evening  last,  marched 
from  this  place,  and  on  Monday  arrived  at  the  farm 
of  one  old  Toothman,  a  noted  secesh,  living  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river  and  directly  north  and  op- 
posite the  island,  about  two  miles.  Here  the  Cap- 
tain threw  up  some  fortifications,  the  rebels  show- 
ing themselves  almost  continually  around  him, 
and  their  picket-guards  approaching  to  within  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  of  his  camp.  On  Wednesday, 
October  twenty-ninth,  at  about  two  o'clock  p.x-t 
Captain  Seamen  ordered  Captain  Armstrong,  with 
about  twenty  men,  to  reconnoitre  along  a  ravine 
and  on  the  brow  of  a  ridge  about  half  a  mile  from 
camp,  to  try  and  draw  out  the  rebels  fix>m  their 
hiding-place,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  them  bat- 
tle. Captain  Armstrong  proceeaed  according  to 
orders,  but  failing  to  draw  out  the  enemy,  pro- 
ceeded on  beyond,  where  designated.  It  was  ob- 
served firom  camp  that  the  secesh  were  gathering, 
and  from  observation,  it  was  feared  that  their  in- 
tention was  to  make  a  charge  between  the  camp 
and  Capt.  Armstrong's  band,  and  endeavor  to  cut 
him  off.  Capt  Seamen  ordered  Lieut.  Ganiner. 
with  some  twenty  men,  to  his  relief^  and  to  call 
Capt.  Armstrong  back  as  quick  as  possible,  Capt 
Crews,  of  Leavenworth,  volunteered  toaccoiui>any 
Lieut  Gardner.  This  band  had  not  procitHlHi 
but  a  short  distance  when  the  rebels,  about  fti^ij^ 
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in  number,  well  armed  with  revolrers  and  sabres, 
and  mounted  on  very  fleet  horses,  made  a  dash 
for  the  blades  under  Capt  Armstrong,  charging 
down  upon  them  with  the  yell  of  demons.  The 
blacks  immediately  faced  them.  Not  a  man  flinch- 
ed, but  met  them  heroically,  loading  and  firing 
their  guns  until  their  ranks  were  broken  by  the 
rush  of  the  enemy's  horses  among  them,  when  it 
WIS  thrusting  and  catting  with  bayonet  and  sabre, 
▼hen  Capt  Seamen  rushed  with  his  men  to  the 
rv«cue,  and  the  enemy  retreated,  carrying  their 
dead  and  wounded  with  them. 

Captain  Crew  was  shot  dead.  Lieut  Gardner 
fell  sevo^ly  wounded,  and  eight  blacks  were 
killed  and  eleven  wounded.  Individual  instances 
there  were  among  the  blacks  of  the  most  cool  and 
undaunted  courage. 

Lieut  Gardner,  when  wounded  and  lying  in- 
sensible upon  the  grass,  was  approached  by  one 
of  ihe  rebels,  who  dismounted,  cut  the  belt  from 
lus  reToWer,  and  deliberately  fired  a  charge  from 
it  it  his  head.  The  ball,  happily,  only  grazed  the 
side  of  his  skull,  doing  but  little  damage.  A  col- 
ored roan,  lying  near  by,  having  been  knocked 
down  by  a  horse  and  severely  hurt,  and  who  was 
just  recovering  from  the  (all,  saw  the  dastardly 
act.  and  levelling  his  piece,  shot  the  fellow  dead 
in  his  tracks.  ' 

Another  rebel,  seeing  Capt  Crew  fall,  rushed 
with  his  horse  to  the  spot,  dismounted,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  rob  his  pockets,  the  Captain  yet  writh- 
ir>g  in  the  agonies  of  death.  A  noble  and  stalwart 
colorwl  man,  who  lay  bleeding  with  some  three 
or  four  wounds  near  where  the  Captain  fell,  saw 
the  rebel,  in  his  hellish  purpose,  pull  the  watch 
from  the  Captain*8  pocket,  summoned  all  the 
^trei^  in  his  po'wer,  seized  his  discharged  mus- 
ket, rushed  to  the  spot,  and,  as  secesh  mounted 
on  one  side  of  his  horsey  darkey  thrust  the  bay- 
onet through  his  body,  dismounting  him  in  death, 
wd  recovering  the  Captain's  watch,  and  securing 
bis  horse  as  a  trophy,  and  then  fell  exhausted 
^d  bleeding  to  the  ground  again.  This  noble 
feilcw  is  severely  wounded,  but  will  recover.  The 
Witch  he  has  sent  to  the  Captain^s  sister  at  Leav- 
enworth. 


Doc.  20. 
CAPTAIN  STROUrS  EXPEDITION 

AGAINST   THE  HOSTILE   INDIANS. 

MonsArouB,  December  18,  ISM. 

^nmt  I  received  marching  orders,  my  men 
were  all  oat  on  ten  days*  furlough.  In  order  to 
^<1  up  the  company  in  the  most  expeditious  man* 
^^.  I  solicited  home  volunteers,  who,  together 
viih  a  part  of  my  enlisted  men,  were,  to  the 
nyraber  of  seventy,  marching  to  the  frontier  in 
twenty  hours  from  the  time  1  received  guns,  am. 
munition,  and  orders,  leaving  Minneapolis  on  the 
erening  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  August 

On  our  way  to  points  on  the  Mississippi  and 
*|<Jng  the  frontier,  we  were  treated  with  much 
iundness  by  the  remaining  citizens,  especially  at 


Clearwater.     We  went  from  Forest  City  to  Hutch- 
inson and  Glencoe.     Along  this  route  we  found 
the  country  almost  entirely  deserted.     To  en- 
courage those  still  remaining  and  also  to  attract  to 
their  homes  those  who  had  left,  we  returned  to 
Hutchinson,  and  from  thence  on  the  second  of 
October  we  went  to  Acton.     We  there  camped  in 
the  yard  of  Mr.  Baker,  the  first  victim  of  the 
outbreak.     During  the  night  Messrs.  Branham, 
Holmes,  and  Sparry  came  through  from  Forest 
City  to  inform  us  that  the  home  guards  of  that 
place  had  been  attacked  by  a  large  body  of  In- 
dians, the  day  before.     We  shall  ever  feel  under 
great  obligation  to  these  brave  men,  who,  for 
our  sakes,  made  such  a  daring  journey  through 
that  dark  night     Early  in  the  morning  we  took 
up  our  march  toward  Hutchinson.     When  out 
about  one  and  a  half  miles,  our  advance  scouts 
returned,  inforn&ing  us  that  the  Indians  were  in 
our  front     We  at  once  formed  in  line  of  battle  in 
open  order.     No  sooner  were  we  in  such  position 
than  they  made  their  appearance,  firing  upon  us 
from  a  position  the  location  of  which  was  most 
favorable  to  themselves.     We  advanced  twenty 
or  thirty  rods  before  returning  their  fire,  when 
we  opened  upon  them  in  a  most  active  mtinner, 
after  the  style  of  skirmishing.     After  having  been 
engaged  about  half  an  hour,  we  found  that  they 
were  our  superiors  in  number,  at  least  three  to 
one ;  also,  that  they  were  all  around  us  pouring 
into  us  a  constant  fire.     We  at  once  made  a 
charge  through   their  thickest  line,  taking  ihe 
ground  they  occupied.     This  was  an  exciting 
and  severe  part  of  the  battle.     We  had  lost  two 
killed   (Gideon  and   Getchell)  and  five  or  six 
wounded ;  but  we  had  gained  confidence  in  oui 
ability  to  contend  against  our  foe,  notwithstand- 
ing his    advantage    in  numbers.     New  energy 
seemed  to  pervade  our  whole  force,  and  many  a 
joke  as  well  as  fierce  remark  came  from  our  brave 
men.     We  opened  upon  them  on  all  sides,  and 
they  seemed  to  give  way,  but  we  were  soon  con- 
vinced that  thev  were  preparing  to  make  a  more 
4esperat^  attack  than  ever  in  our  front,  where 
they  appeared  five  to  our  one,  throwing  up  their 
blankets  and  uttering  the  most  hideous  yells, 
crowing  as  it  were,  over  their  success.     This  was 
one  of  those  events  which  one  in  a  thousand 
could  scarcely  picture.     Our  men    seemed  in- 
spired, and  at  the  command,   *^Come  on,  my 
boys,"  I  saw  such  true  bravery  and  earnest  de- 
votion in  that  body  of  men  as  has  united  our 
sympathies  and  fastened  our  confidence  in  each 
other  forever.     We  moved  toward  them  at  dou- 
ble-quick, until  wd  were  within  five  rods  of  them, 
when  the  redskins  made  a  hasty  retreat  from  our 
front     At  this  time  Mr.  Edwin  Stone  was  killed, 
and  eight  or  nine  wounded.     We  had  gained  the 
next  high  ground  and  driven  our  savage  foe,  but 
they  soon  made  another  move  in  our  front,  and 
again  we  passed   through  their  line.     We  had 
now  made  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  timo  we 
were  attacked.     After  this,  they  seemed  to  aban- 
don the  engagement  in  front,  but  some  of  the 
more  daring  oties  would  rush  up  and  fire  upon 
us  from  the  rear  and  concealed  positions  on  the 
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right.  By  this  time  we  had  three  killed  and 
twpnty-two  wounded.  With  the  wounded  to 
care  for,  we  considered  it  politic  to  make  a  hasty 
move  for  Hutchinson.  The  savages  followed  at  a 
respectful  distance  for  five  miles,  but  we  scarce- 
ly replied  to  their  fire,  which  did  us  no  harm. 
From  information  received  from  various  sources, 
we  have  ascertained  that  from  two  to  three  hun- 
dred Indians  fought  us  in  the  engagement,  and 
that  we  killed  about  twelve  and  wounded  more 
than  thirty  of  their  number.  When  we  arrived 
at  Hutchinson  we  received  such  kind  treatment 
for  our  wounded  as  has  endeared  the  hearts  of 
our  company  to  the  citizens  of  that  place.  We 
there  passed  a  wakeful  night,  knowing  that  the 
savages  were  around  us.  The  next  morning 
about  nine  o* clock  they  attacked  the  town  from 
the  ^oods  and  burnt  nearly  half  of  it.  We  en- 
gaged them  about  twenty  minutes,  when  we  went 
into  the  fortification  which  Capt.  Harrington  had 
built.  We  then  sent  out  Squads  to  keep  them 
back  from  firing  the  other  buildings.  We  re- 
ceived no  injuries  from  them  that  day,  and 
though  we  have  had  some  little  hunting  after  In- 
dians since,  we  have  had  no  casualties  or  inci- 
dents of  importance.  After  remaining  a  few  days 
at  Hutchinson  the  home  volunteers  were  dis- 
charged, a  parting  which  I  shall  never  forget 
They  had  endeared  themselves  to  every  one  of 
our  company,  and  participated,  together  with  a 
part  of  our  company,  in  one  of  the  severest  bat- 
tles of  the  Indian  campaign.  In  justice  to  these 
brave  men,  who  composed  quite  half  of  our  com- 
pany, I  think  it  proper  to  give  their  names  in 
this  connection : 

Thos.  Marshall,  James  Marshall,  George  H. 
Morrison,  J.  0.  Morrison,  James  Sweeney,  A. 
Laraway,  J.  A.  Wolverton,  Wm.  0.  Allan,  Neil 
McNeil,  A.  H.  Wise,  A.  Dougherty,  J.  P.  Hale, 
Edwin  Stone,  C.  D.  Harn,  D.  C.  Hawkins,  John 
Greene,  A.  H.  Rose,  F.  Tippin,  J.  W.  Day,  M. 
R.  Thompson,  J.  C.  Higgins,  J.  H.  Perkins,  H. 

A.  Smith,  A.  Frederichs,  F.  Addicks,  Geoi^e 
Gemasche,  Limon  Blondo,  C.  Cowett,  C.  H.. 
Douglass,  R.  C.  Rothwick*  J.  W.  Huckings, 
Joseph  Hart,  C.  Johnson,  J.  P.  Mirch,  Robert 
Muir,  G.  W.  Little,  Joel  Florida,  S.  D.  Soell,  A. 

B.  Hanscomb,  Daniel  Getchell,  R.  R.  Hubbard, 
Thomas  Chambers,  J.  C.  McOonnell. 

Richard  Strout, 

Gipteln  Oompuxj  B,  Ninth  Regiment  M.  Y. 


Doc.  21. 


SKIRMISH  NEAR  PHILOMONT,  VIRGINIA.. 

NEW-TORK    »* TIMES"   ACCOUNT. 


Osi  Mils  from  UirioNTOWM,  Va., 
And  Twektt-six  ntox  trb  Potomac 
Monday,  8  o'clock  A.M.,  Nor.  8,  lSd2, 


Another  Sunday  fight,  and  another  victory  for 
the  National  army  I  All  day  yesterday  the  boom- 
ing of  artillery  resounded  through  this  picturesque 
and  hitherto  quiet  region,  and  the  clashing  of 
arms  indicated  that  loyalist  and  traitor  had  again 
met  in  conflict 


Saturday  morning,  about  nine  o^dock,  Genenl 
McClellan's  advance,  comprising  several  regiments 
of  cavalry  and  the  Second  artillery,  battery  Xf, 
all  under  command  of  General  Pleasanton,  hxvkt 
camp  at  Purcellsville,  and  b^an  the  onwani 
march.  Our  road  lay  through  a  most  beautiful 
section  of  country.  The  road  winds  through  pic- 
turesque forests,  over  hill  and  through  dale,  now 
over  a  pure  and  limpid  brook  which  flows  dovn 
irom  the  mountain,  now  by  some  more  picturesque 
stream  which  meanders  through  the  meadow. 
The  famous  **  Snicker^s  Gap  '*  at  which  the  enemy 
are  collected  in  large  numbers,  can  be  seen  a  short 
distance  to  the  right  The  insignificant  village 
of  Snickersville  is  clustered  around  the  base  of 
the  ridge,  while  the  tortuous  road,  as  it  winds 
through  the  gap,  is  plainly  visible.  Still  tlie 
scouts  ahead  report  no  enemy,  and  we  press  for- 
ward, reaching  Philomont  at  half-past  eleven 
o^clock.  This  is  a  small  secesh  village  of  some 
one  hundred  and  fifty  inhabitants,  situated  on 
the  Winchester  and  Alexandria  road,  about  five 
miles  from  Snicker's  Gap. 

Just  before  entering  the  town  we  halted,  while 
the  skirmishers  went  forward,  ascertaining  that 
some  fifty  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry  had  been  there 
this  morning,  but  had  suddenly  disappeared.  On 
entering,  pickets  were  thrown  out  on  all  the  roads 
leading  fix>m  the  village.  The  town  was  in  a  ter- 
rible scare.  On  entering  one  house  I  found  a  girl 
of  seven  years  old  with  her  head  under  the  bed- 
clothes, while  the  mother  was  nursing  a  brother 
of  full  five  years  of  age  in  order  to  keep  him  quiet. 
Lieutenant  Erin,  of  General  Pleasanton^s  stA% 
who  was  appointed  Provost-Marshal  of  the  villajre, 
immediately  arrested  all  the  male  citizens  of  the 
place  and  assembled  them  in  fi:t>nt  of  one  of  the 
stores  preparatory  to  taking  the  oath. 

Twenty-six  comprised  the  number,  consisting 
of  old  men,  middle-aged  and  youths.  They  an- 
swered as  their  names  were  called.  *'  I  donU  like 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  on  Southern  soil/' 
responded  the  first  one  addressed.  ^^What  is 
the  oath  ?"  he  further  inquired.  The  Provost- 
Marshal  then  proceeded  to  read  the  oath  to  them, 
remarking  that  those  who  took  it  would  receive 
National  protection.  "  I  should  think  you  were 
premature,*'  spoke  up  one  old  man,  of  full  seventr 
years.  "This  is  a  hard  thing  on  us,'*  said  a 
spruce-looking  young  farmer.  "You  will  soon 
be  gone  and  the  confederates  will  come  in  and 
seize  us  if  we  take  the  oath,"  remarked  a  third, 
and  so  they  gave  their  excuses  for  fiuling  to  be 
loyal,  one  after  another.  But  they  proved  of 
no  avail.  As  fast  as  their  names  were  called  off, 
the  significant  dash  was  affixed  which  meant  con- 
finement and  confiscation  of  homes.  *^  No,  Si^,'^ 
replied  Richard  Wilmot,  in  an  insolent  and  den< 
ant  manner,  which  will  undoubtedly  cost  him  a 
few  weeks  of  extra  imprisonment  Not  one  sub*- 
scribed  to  the  oath.  Two  who  had  done  so  umit^r 
General  Geary,  were  permitted  to  depart  tu  tticir 
homes.  The  others  were  started  off  in  a  dn^vc 
toward  Bcrlia  Soon  after  twelve  o'cl«»ck  thnv 
masked  guns  of  the  enemy  opened  on  two  squid- 
rons  of  the  Eighth  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  uudd 
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oommtnd  of  Major  Keenan,  which  had  been 
thrown  ont  on  picket  in  the  direction  of  Union, 
three  miles  awaj.  General  Pleasanton,  who  was 
it  the  right  of  the  Tillage,  immediately  hastened 
to  the  front,  taking  with  him  two  pieces  of  the 
horse  battery,  of  which  there  are  only  four  in 
the  senrice.  The  enebiy  continued  ming,  and 
idrancing  their  artiUerj  from  one  position  to  an- 
other until  one  gun  suddenly  opened  very  near 
to  the  Tillage.  *'  Can't  we  reach  that  ?'*  remarked 
one  of  his  officers  to  Gen.  Pleasanton.  "  Reach 
HP  I  guess  I  can,"  replied  the  General,  and  in 
less  than  a  moment*s  time  one  of  the  pieces  was 
imlimbered,  and  a  shell  tossed  in  the  direction  of 
the  rebels. 

Another,  and  still  another  followed.  But  they 
all  fell  short,  one  setting  fire  to  a  meadow,  which 
was  soon  burned  OTer.  By  this  time  the  caTal?y 
OD  both  aides  had  dismounted,  and  the  sharp, 
quick  report  of  their  carbines  indicated  that  a 
spirited  engagement  was  taking  place.  The  gal- 
hDt  Major  Keenan  (whose  horse  had  been  shot 
and  exchanged  for  another,)  seeing  that  the  ene- 
Dij  irere  pressing  on  him  in  large  numbers,  sent 
for  reenforcements,  when  the  entire  regiment 
(Eigh&  Pennsylvania)  were  sent  to  his  support. 
The  rebels  were  now  plainly  visible  scouring 
throngh  the  distant  woods  and  fields,  eTidently 
determined  on  disputing  our  advance  to  Union, 
which  General  Pleasanton  had  been  ordered  to 
occupy  at  all  hazards,  and  the  possession  of  which 
WL«  necessaiy  to  the  successful  carrying  out  of 
General  McClellan^s  programme.  About  half-past 
two  oar  caTalry  began  to  fiiU  back,  owing  to  the 
Euperiority  of  the  enemy,  and  a  courier  was  sent 
to  the  Sixth  regulars,  Captain  Sanders,  which 
WIS  stationed  three  miles  back  on  the  road,  or- 
dering them  to  come  up  on  the  gallop,  which  they 
did.  Reenforcements  consisting  of  a  battery  and 
Boubleday's  old  brigade  of  in&ntry  were  also 
hurried  forward  firom  Bumside^s  encampment  at 
PorcellsTille,  whither  he  had  moTed  up  his  forces 
in  the  course  of  the  day. 

As  our  men  fell  back,  the  rebel  caTalry  follow- 
^  until  within  range  of  our  guns,  when  they  were 
brought  to  a  halt  by  the  most  splendid  artillery 
firing  of  the  war.  The  rebels  soon  got  their  guns 
into  a  position  commanding  our  own,  but  in  five 
minutes*  time  it  became  too  hot  for  them.  They 
changed  to  another  position,  but  were  in  less  time 
dhren  from  that  Finally  they  galloped  over  a 
meadow,  our  shells  thickly  flying  after  them,  and 
planting  their  guns  directly  in  front  of  the  groTe, 
one  mile  and  a  half  distant  They  had  hardly 
fired  a  shell,  howeTer,  before  our  Rodman  ten- 
pf>un<iers  so  ploughed  the  ground  around  them 
^  to  cause  a  skedaddle  out  of  sight 

This  ended  the  artillery  firing  for  that  day,  hav- 
ing prored  for  the  twentieth  time  the  superiority 
of  our  artillery  OTer  that  of  the  rebels.  About 
half-past  three  o'clock  all  became  quiet,  and  we 
supposed  the  contest  had  ended  for  the  day. 
About  fiTe  o'clock,  however,  the  skirmishing  was 
renewed  in  an  orchard  on  the  right,  bety^een  the 
dismounted  cavalrymen,  and  continued  until  dusk, 
the  Sixth  regulars  in  the  mean  time  having  oome. 


During  the  night  the  infimtry  and  artillery  fh)m 
PurceUsviUe  arrived.  In  the  morning  it  was 
foimd  that  the  enemy  had  advanced  their  pickets 
to  a  considerable  distance  on  the  right  At  pre- 
cisely ten  o^dock  our  artillery  opened  upon  them 
and  the  infantry  were  thrown  forward.  The  firing 
was,,  on  the  day  previous,  most  accurate.  One 
caisson  was  blown  fuUy  fifteen  feet  into  the  air, 
causing  the  rebels  around  the  gun  to  retreat  in 
double-quick.  Such  accurate  shooting  the  rebels 
could  not  stand,  and  they  accordingly  commenced 
falling  back ;  we,  at  the  same  time,  following  up 
and  peppering  them  in  fine  style. 

Thus  we  continued  to  driTO  them  from  hill  to 
Talley  for  several  hours,  their  artillerists  being 
compelled  to  abandon  eTcry  new  position  as  often 
as  it  was  chosen.  Several  prisoners  were  taken, 
among  the  number  two  who  rode  directiy  into 
one  of  our  own  regiments,  mistaking  it  for  CoL 
Owen^s  Third  Virginia  cavalry.  I  conversed  with 
prisoners  firom  the  Third,  Fourth  and  Fifth  Vir- 
ginia cavalry,  proving  that  we  had  been  fighting 
General  Stuart^s  force.  From  them  as  well  as 
refugees,  I  learned  that  he  had  been  on  the  ground 
all  day ;  also  that  the  bulk  of  the  rebel  army  is 
on  this  side  of  the  Blue  Ridge,  retreating  toward 
Gordonsville.  A  detachment  of  the  Eighth  New- 
York  cavalry  captured  some  eight  horses,  with 
equipments,  and  quite  an  amount  of  officers*  cloth- 
ing. An  ambulance  driver  of  the  same  regiment 
was  accidentally  killed. 


Doc.  22. 


THE  GEORGIA  STATE  DEFENCES. 

ADDRESSES  TO  THE  PLANTERS. 

EZXCUTITI  DKPABTMKirr,  MlLLKDOKTILUI,  NoV.  1,  1602. 

To  the  Planters  of  Georgia : 

Since  my  last  appeal  to  some  of  you,  I  am  in- 
formed by  Brig. -General  Mercer,  commanding  at 
Savannah,  that  but  few  hands  have  been  tender- 
ed. When  the  impressments  made  by  General 
Mercer,  some  weeks  since,  were  loudly  complained 
o^  it  was  generally  said  that,  while  the  planters 
objected  to  the  principle  of  impressment,  they 
would  promptly  furnish  all  the  labor  needed,  if 
an  appeal  were  made  to  them.  I  am  informed 
that  General  Mercer  now  has  ample  authority  to 
make  impressments.  If^  then,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  labor  is  not  tendered  within  ten  days  from 
this  date,  he  will  resort  immediately  to  that 
means  of  procuring  it,  with  my  full  sanction,  and, 
I  doubt  not,  with  the  sanction  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

After  you  have  been  repeatedly  notified  of  the 
absolute  necessity  for  more  labor,  to  complete 
the  fortifications  adiudged  by  the  military  au- 
thorities in  command  to  be  indispensable  to  the 
defence  of  the  key  to  the  State,  will  you  delay 
action  until  you  are  compelled  to  contribute 
means  for  the  protection  not  only  of  all  your 
slaves,  but  of  your  homes,  your  firesides,  and 
your  altars  ? 
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I  will  not  belieye  that  there  was  a  want  of  sin- 
cerity in  your  professions  of  liberality  and  patri- 
otism,, when  many  of  you  threatened  resistance 
to  impressment  upon  principle,  and  not  because 
you  were  unwilling  to  aid  the  cause  with  your 
means. 

I  renew  the  call  for  negroes  to  complete  the 
fortifications  around  Savannah,  and  trust  that 
every  planter  in  Georgia  will  respond  by  a  prompt 
tender  of  one  fifth  of  all  his  working-men. 

As  stated  in  my  former  appeal,  the  General  in 
command  will  only  accept  the  number  actually 
needed.  Joseph  M.  Brown. 

Hbadquartsm  HtLiTART  Dbpartmutt  or  Oborgia,  ) 
Satammah,  Oa.,  Not.  8,  1868.  f 

To  the  Plan  ten  of  Georgia: 

I  have  received  from  several  counties  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  and  from  individual  slavehold- 
ers, requests  and  demands  that  I  should  return 
their  negroes,  now  working  upon  the  fortifica- 
tions of  Savannah.  It  is  my  sincere  and  earnest 
desire  to  do  so.  I  think  it  an  injustice  to  those 
who  have  sent  their  negroes  at  my  first  call,  that 
they  should  be  compelled  to  bear  the  whole  bur- 
den and  heat  of  the  day,  while  others,  who  are 
among  the  wealthiest  in  the  land,  look  calmly  on 
the  danger  of  the  city  and  the  State,  without 
contributing  a  single  laborer  fh>m  their  hundreds 
or  their  thousands  to  their  defence. 

Fellow-citizens,  with  whom  ought  the  blame  to 
rest  ?  Not  with  those  who  have  contributed  their 
labor,  for  they  have  nobly  done  their  duty.  Not 
with  me,  for  I  am  simply  doing  that  which  is  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  State 
firom- invasion,  and'firom  the  designs  of  the  abo- 
litionists. 

Let  the  blame  fall  where  it  is  justly  due ;  on 
those  who  have  refused  to  send  labor  to  the  de- 
fence of  Savannah,  and  who  still  refuse  to  take 
their  turn  in  the  work ;  who,  after  enjoying  im- 
munity for  so  long  a  time,  still  refuse  to  relieve 
those  who  have  been  laboring  for  them. 

Let  those  citizens  whose  vital  interests  are  at 
stake,  and  who  have  done  their  share  toward  the 
common  weal,  rise  up  and  compel  those  back- 
sliders, and  e.specially  the  rich  among  them,  to 
do  their  part 

From  the  thousands  of  slaves  who  have  thus 
been  withheld  from  the  defence  of  the  country, 
enough,  and  more  than  enough,  might  easily  be 
contributed  to  enable  me  to  send  back  to  their 
masters  all  those  who  have  already  worked  here 
for  three  (8)  months,  and  at  the  same  time  would 
give  me  a  sufficient  force  to  complete  the  defence 
of  our  chief  city  and  coast 

Patriots  I  will  you  allow  the  selfish  and  the 
unpatriotic  to  reap  all  the  benefits  of  our  war  of 
independence,  without  sharing  with  you  its  bur- 
dens, its  sacrifices,  and  privations  ? 

As  soon  as  those  who  have  not  hitherto  con- 
tributed send  me  a  sufficient  number  to  fill  their 
places,  I  pledge  myself  to  send  back  to  their 
masters  the  negroes  who  are  now  at  work.  Until 
this  is  done,  necessity  compels  me  to  retain  them. 

Hugh  W.  Mercer, 

Brigadier-General  Commandteg. 


Doc.  23. 
EXPEDITION  TO  PITTMAN'S  FERRY,  MO. 

COLONEL  DEWETS   OmCLU.  REPORT. 

HiASQUABTBRS  TwnrrT'TOn])  RsonnST  Iowa  VounrrsBK,  I 
Gamp  Pattkrson,  Mo.,  Nor.  2,  1869.  ) 

Colonel  :  In  accordance  with  your  order  of 
the  twenty-fourth  ult,  I  left  Camp  Patterson  at 
six  o'clock  on   the  evening  of  Saturday,  the 
twenty-fifth,  with  three  companies  of  my  regi- 
ment,   (Thirty-second  Iowa  volunteers,)  under 
command  of  Lieut.-C<donel  Kinsman,  five  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-fifth  Missouri  volanteers, 
under  Capt  0.  P.  Newbury,  two  companies  of 
the  First  Missouri  State  militia,  and  a  section  of 
Strang's  battery,  under  Mnjor  Jainsch,  and  eigh- 
teen men  of  the  Twelfth  Missouri  volunteer  cav- 
alry, under  Capt  Leper.     At  Morrison's,  twelve 
miles  from  this  place,  I  was  joined  by  three  com- 
panies of  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  volunteers, 
under  Capt  Vaughn.     My  instructions  were  to 
march  for  Pittman^s  Ferry,  on  Current  River, 
which  place  I  was  to  reach  by  three  o'clock  p.m. 
on  Sunday,  twenty-sixth,  and  form  a  junction 
with  Lieut. -Col.  Lazare,  and .  attack  any  rebel 
force  at  that  point     You  informed  me  that  CoL 
Lazare  had  orders  to  meet  me  there  at  that  time, 
and  codperate  with  me.    The  first  day  I  marched 
twenty-six  miles  to  Black  River,  which  I  reached 
at  four  o^clock  p.m.     I  found  the  stream  wide 
and  deep,  and  the  crossing  difiScult,  but  I  iras 
determined  to  get  the  infantry  and  baggago-train 
over  that  night     I  placed  the  transportation  of 
the  troops  in  charge  of  Capt  0.  P.  Newbury,  of 
the  Twenty -fifth  Missouri,  with  orders  to  cross  at 
all  hazards.     After  an  immense  amount  of  labor, 
the  untiring  energy  of  the  Captain  was  success* 
ful,  and  at  eleven  o*clock  at  night  he  reported 
all  safely  over,  except  the  artillery  and  one  com- 
pany of  the  First  Missouri  State  miliiia,  left  to 
guard  it     The  next  morning  at  daytight,  Capt 
Newbury  commenced  crossing  the  artillery.    The 
ammunition  was  shifted  from  the  caissons,  and 
transported   in   wagons,    and   the  whole  train 
crossed  safely.     I  commenced  the  march  from 
Black  River  at  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  Sunday,  twenty 
sixth,  and  reached  Yandever's  after  a  march  of 
twenty  miles.     One  mile  this  side  of  Vandevers 
my  advanced  guard  of  cavalry,  under  Captain 
Leper,  drove  in  the  enemy's  pidtets,  all  of  whom 
unfortunately  escaped,  and' thus  betrayed  my  ad- 
vance. 

I  now  was  seventeen  miles  from  Pittman's 
Ferry,  and  it  was  important  to  make  i^  rapid 
march,  and  gain  possession  of  the  boat  I  ac- 
cordingly detailed  Lieut  Buzzard,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Missouri,  with  forty  picked  men,  to  move 
rapidly  forward  with  the  cavalry  and  gain  pos- 
session of  the  ferry.  They  started  at  ten  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  and  at  two 
I  followed  with  the  reserve  body.  The  men 
marched  without  breakfast  Ten  miles  this  side 
the  ferry  the  advance-guard  surprised  a  scoatiog- 
party  of  the  enemy,  and  captured  a  captain  and 
thirteen  men.     Leaving  these  prisoners  imder 
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guard,  tbej  pushed  rapidly  forward,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  surprising  the  guard  at  the  ferry,  which 
tbejT  dispersed  by  a  rolley  from  Lieut  Buzzard's 
men.  Prirate  Richard  Lloyd,  company  F,  of 
the  Tirenty-fifth  Missouri,  swam  the  river,  and 
brought  the  boat  over  to  this  side.  When  about 
two  miles  finom  the  river,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  I  received  information  that  the  great 
object  of  mv  anzi^,  the  ferry-boat,  was  safe  in 
our  possession,  w  hen  a  mile  from  the  river,  a 
messenger  brought  me  word  that  the  enemy  was 
ibrming  line  of  battle  on  the  other  side.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  the  artillery  forward  at  a  gal- 
lop; the  in&ntry,  regardless  of  their  long  and 
litiguing  march,  following  at  a  double-quick.  I 
baited  the  column  about  one  hundred  yards  from 
&e  river-bank,  and  formed  line  of  ^battle  on 
each  side  of  the  river.  The  right  wing,  consist- 
log  of  the  Twenty-third  Iowa,  under  Lieut. -Col. 
Kinsman ;  the  centre,  consisting  of  the  artillery 
and  two  companies  of  the  First  Missouri  State 
militia,  under  Major  Jainsch ;  and  the  left,  con- 
Baling  of  the  five  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Wssouri  volunteers,  under  Capt.  Newbury.  The 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri 
scted  as  a  reserve  and  guard  to  the  prisoners, 
muier  Capt  Vaughn.  Riding  forward  to  the 
front,  Ueut  Posar,  commanding  the  artillery,  in- 
Conned  me  that  the  enemy  were  planting  a  bat- 
tery 00  the  other  side.  I  ordered  him  to  open 
upon  them  immediately,  which  he  promptly  did, 
ud  after  a  few  rounds  the  enemy  scattered  and 
disappeared. 

I  then  ordered  Lieut  Miller,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Missouri,  to  cross  the  river  with  his  com- 
pany and  deploy  as  skirmishers  and  follow  the 
enemy  as  fiur  as  practicable,  and  to  guard  his  re- 
treat I  ordered  Captain  Houston,  of  company  A, 
Twenty-third  Iowa,  to  form  his  company  on  the 
river  bank,  near  the  ferry,  leaving  the  rest  of  the 
command  in  line  of  battle.  At  twelve  o* clock 
Lieut  Miller  returned  and  reported  the  enemy 
retreating.  I  had  been  for  several  hours  anxious 
to  learn  the  whereabouts  of  CoL  Lazare  and  his 
command.  Every  thing  depended  upon  his  co- 
operating with  me.  I  knew  that  with  my  small 
force  of  infantry,  exhausted  by  a  long  and  fatigu- 
ing march,  and  vrithout  food  since  the  previous 
o%bt,  it  was  folly  for  me  to  attempt  a  pursuit. 
Lazare*s  route  to  join  me  led  him  directly  across 
tbe  road  by  which  the  enemy  had  retreated,  and 
I  waited  in  deep  suspense  for  some  intelligence 
from  him  or  for  some  evidence  of  his  presence. 
At  noon  I  sent  Leper  over  the  river  with  his 
^hteen  men  to  scour  the  country  and  try  to  gain 
intelligence  of  Lazare.  After  a  fruitless  search 
^  returned  witbout  any  tidings,  and  I  reluctant- 
ly ordered  the  men  to  camp.  They  had  performed 
a  ibrced  march  of  sixty-five  miles,  and  had  been 
twenty  hoom  without  food  without  murmuring. 
^W  were  still  ready  to  go  forward  if  there  was 
*ny  prospect  of  overtaking  the  enemy,  but  with- 
<^t  Laurels  cavalry  pursuit  would  be  useless. 
I  had  hoped  that  the  sound  of  the  cannonading 
vould  reach  him  and  convey  to  him  tidings  of  my 
prcMnce,  but  it  did  not 


The  next. morning,  twenty-eighth  October,  I 
sent  Captain  Houston,  with  his  company,  up  the 
river,  and  Captain  Rosenstein  with  his  company 
down,  both  on  this  side,  to  explore  the  country 
and  ascertain  the  position  and  practicability  of  the 
various  fords.  I  also  sent  Capt  Leper,  with  such 
infantry  as  I  could  mount,  over  the  river  to  ex- 
plore the  different  roads  leading  to  the  ferry,  Mnth 
instructions  to  find  Lazare,  if  possible.  About 
eleven  Vclock  I  received  a  despatch  from  Colonel 
Lazare  directed  to  you,  of  which  the  following  is 
a  copy : 

OcTOBn  98, 4  o'clock  a.ii. 

Colonel  Bom :  Tours  of  the  seven  and  ten 
0* clock,  twenty- fourt^h,  reached  me  at  ten  last 
night  I  cannot  reach  Pittman's  Ferry  and  find 
out  what  is  at  Thomasville  before  twenty-ninth. 
Will  be  there.  We  scattered  Boone's  men  in 
every  direction  yesterday,  killing  six  or  eighty 
eighteen  prisoners,  twenty-five  guns  and  twelve 
horses.  They  are  all  come  up  but  Crowds  com- 
pany, who  has  gone  east  of  Current  River. 

B.  Lazare, 

Lieut.-ColoQel  Oommanding. 

I  immediately  recalled  the  scouting-parties,  and 
crossed  my  command,  with  the  exception  of  the 
artillery  and  Capt  Vaughn's  men,  over  the  river. 
Late  in  the  evening,  I  received  another  despatch 
from  Lazare,  by  Lieut  Going,  informing  mo  ver- 
bally, that  he  was  marching  from  the  direction  of 
Thomasville,  on  the  Pocahontas  road,  and  would 
be  ready  to  cooperate  with  me  at.any  time  afler 
midnight  This  road  leads  directly  across  the 
road  to  Yellville,  by  which  the  enemy  retreated, 
and  they  had  already  passed  the  point  of  inter- 
section at  least  thirty -six  hours  before.  Of  course, 
pursuit  was  now  useless,  and  I  directed  Lieut 
Going  to  rejoin  Col.  Lazare  with  orders  to  join 
me,  as  soon  as  possible,  on  the  Pocahontas  road. 
On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  I  crossed 
the  artillery  over  the  river,  and  leaving  Captain 
Vaughn  to  guard  the  ferry  and  the  prisoners,  I 
marched  toward  Pocahontas  and  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  Col.  Lazare,  at  Bolingers's  Mill,  fifteen 
miles  from  the  ferry.  I  immediately  ordered  a 
detachment  of  fifty  cavalry,  under  Major  Lippert, 
to  march  to  Pocahontas  and  search  for  horses  and 
contraband  goods. 

Major  Jainsch  accompanied  the  detachment 
They  dispersed  a  small  scouting-party,  taking 
eight  or  ten  horses,  and  found  a  number  of  rebel 
sick  in  a  hospital,  whom  Major  Jainsch  paroled, 
and  a  list  of  whom  accompanies  this  report 

The  next  morning,  October  thirtieth,  I  com* 
menced  my  march  back  to  Patterson,  which  point 
I  reached  at  six  o'clock  p.m.,  November  second. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  to  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command  in  this  ex. 
pedition.  They  performed  a  march  of  sixty-five 
miles  to  Pittman's  Ferry  -  the  first  day,  through 
a  severe  storm — ^in  less  than  two  jiays  and  a  half^ 
crossing  a  wide  and  deep  stream.  The  last  twen- 
ty hours,  they  were  on  the  march  or  in  line  of 
battle  without  food.  On  their  return  they  per* 
formed  a  march  of  eighty  miles  in  four  days, 
crossing  two  wide  and  deep  streams. 
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I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that,  had  the 
foroes  under  Lieut -CoL  Lazare  been  able  to  co- 
operate with  me  by  reaching  the  road  to  Tell- 
ville,  by  which  the  enemy  retreated,  at  the  time 
I  reached  Pittman^s  Ferry,  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-seventh,  we  would  have  routed  the  entire 
rebel  force  and  captured  the  baggage-train  and 
artillery.  This  force  I  estimate,  firom  reliable  in- 
formation, at  one  thousand  cavalry,  five  hundred 
infantry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonels  Burbage^  Green,  and  Mitchell. 
It  retreated  toward  Yellville,  at  which  point  I 
understood  the  enemy  is  concentrating  a  large 
force,  and  where  they  have  a  powder-mill  in 
operation. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  the  following 
officers,  detailed  on  special  duty.  To  Capt  New- 
bury, Twenty-fifth  Missouri,  for  his  efficiency  in 
crossing  the  command  over  Black  River.  To 
Lieut  Waterbury,  Twenty-third  Iowa,  Acting 
Adjutant;  to  Lieut  Brown,  Twenty-third  Iowa, 
Acting  Quartermaster  and  Lieut  Buzzard,  Twen- 
ty-fifth Missouri  cavalry,  commanding  advanced- 
guard  of  infantry. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Dewey, 

Colonel  Commanding. 

Col.  S.  H.  Bom. 


Doc.  24. 


THE  BATTLE  OF  PRAIRIE  GROVE,  ARK. 

OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BLUNT. 

HiAOQUAKTIBS  ASIfT  OF  TBI  FsOlTTim,       ) 

Rhba*8  Miixa,  Abk.,  Dec  20, 1862.  f 

Major- Chneral  8,  R,  Curtis^   Commanding  De- 

pckrtment  of  the  Missouri  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  on 
the  second  instant,  and  four  days  subsequent  to 
the  battle  of  Cane  Hill,  or  Boston  Mountain,  of 
November  twenty-eighth,  I  obtained  reliable  in- 
formation that  the  entire  force  of  in&ntry  and 
artillery  of  Gen.  Hindman's  army  had  crossed 
the  Arkansas  River,  and  joined  Gen.  Marmaduke 
at  Lee's  Creek,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Van  Buren, 
to  which  point  the  latter  had  retreated  after  the 
battle  of  the  twenty-eighth  ultimo.  I  further 
learned  that  the  united  forces  under  Gene  Hind- 
man's  command  numbered  between  twenty-five 
and  thirty  thousand  men,  and  that  he  designed 
advancing  upon  me  in  case  I  did  not  attack  him 
south  of  the  mountains.  Determined  to  hold  my 
position  at  Cane  Hill,  unless  driven  from  it  by  a 
superior  force,  I  immediately  telegraphed  to  the 
Second  and  Third  divisions  to  come  to  my  sup- 
port by  forced  marches. 

I  may  here  mention  that  I  had  had  no  know- 
ledge of  the  whereabouts  of  these  two  divisions, 
except  from  rumor,  and  had  not  been  apprised  of 
their  movements  or  locality  for  a  period  of  over 
two  weeks.  My  telegraphic  despatches  reached 
Gen.  Herron,  commanding  the  Second  and  Third 
divisions,  on  the  third,  who  promptly  responded 
to  my  order,  keeping  me  advised^  by  telegraph 


from  Elkhom,  of  his  progress.  The  Second  and 
Third  brigades  of  the  First  division,  with  my 
headquarters,  were  at  Cane  Hill ;  the  First  bri- 
gade at  Rhea's  Mills,  eight  miles  north,  where  a 
large  supply-train,  just  arrived  from  Fort  S(X)tt, 
was  halted. 

My  pickets  were  advanced  six  mil^  beyond 
Cane  Hill,  on  the  road  leading  to  Tan  Buren, 
and  a  strong  outpost  of  the  Kansas  Second  es- 
tablished where  that  road  intersects  the  Core 
Creek  road,  running  from  FayetteviUe  to  Tan 
Buren,  and  which  road  passes  about  six  nules 
east  of  Cane  Hill.  On  the  morning  of  the  fifth 
instant,  this  outpost  was  attacked  by  a  luge 
force  of  rebel  cavalry,  but  they  were  repulsed 
and  driven  back  some  six  miles  through  the 
mountains.  Expecting  that  the  same  demonstra- 
tion would  be  repeated  on  the  next  morning,  I 
directed  CoL  Cloud,  commanding  the  Third  bri- 
gade, to  strengthen  this  post  by  the  addition  of 
one  himdred  cavalry  and  two  howitzers,  to  be  at 
the  outpost  at  daybreak.  In  consequence  of  this 
order  not  being  promptly  carried  out,  and  the 
support  not  arriving  at  the  time  directed,  the 
pickets,  on  being  attacked  about  daylight  bj  a 
superior  force,  were  compelled  to  retire  some 
three  miles,  when  support  having  reached  them, 
they  held  the  ground  during  the  day,  with  con- 
tinued skirmishing,  in  which  several  of  my  men 
were  wounded  and  a  number  of  the  enemy  killed. 

The  enemy  now  got  possession  of  Cove  Gredc 
and  FayetteviUe  roaid,  and  I  learned  about  eight 
o'clock  P.M.  that  a  force  of  about  ten  thousand 
had  advanced  beyond  the  junction  of  Cove  Creek 
road  with  the  Crane  Hill  and  Tan  Buren  road, 
and  were  massed  upon  the  mountain  in  front  of 
my  outpost,  while  the  remainder  of  the  rebel 
army  were  below  the  junction  of  the  roads  just 
named,  about  three  miles  in  rear  of  Ha&i  ad- 
vance. 

The  Third  brigade,  under  Colonel  Cloud,  was 
ordered  to  bivouac  for  the  night  on  ^eir  arms, 
upon  the  ground  south  of  the  town,  that  I  had 
selected  to  make  a  stand  upon,  in  case  I  was  at- 
tacked in  front. 

It  was  now  evident  that  a  general  engagement 
must  take  place  next  day,  and  my  apprehensions 
were,  that  with  their  superior  numbers,  they 
would  make  a  feint  in  front,  while  with  their 
main  force  they  would  make  a  flank  movement 
on  my  left,  by  the  Cove  Creek  road,  to  intercept 
Gen.  Herron,  before  he  could  reach  me  from 
FayetteviUe,  which  point  he  was  expected  to 
reach  by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh. 

At  about  ten  p.m.  the  Sixth,  CoL  Wick^ham. 
with  about  one  thousand  six  hundred  cavalry,  of 
the  Second  Wisconsin,  First  Iowa,  Tenth  Illinois, 
and  Eighth  Missouri  regiments,  who,  at  my  re- 
quest, had  been  sent  forward  by  General  Herron, 
arrived  at  Cane  Hill.  I  had,  as  I  have  before  re- 
marked, considerable  apprehensions  thai  a  flank 
movement  would  be  attempted  on  my  left  during 
the  night  I  therefore  determined  to  send  a  cav- 
alry force  across  on  a  road  called  the  hog-eye 
road,  running  from  the  north  part  of  Cane  Hill 
east  to  the  telegraph  road,  and  crossing  the  Cove 
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Creek  and  Fayetteville  road  about  four  mfles 
Dorth  of  the  junction  of  the  latter  with  that  run- 
ning firom  Cane  Hill  to  Van  Buren,  already  re- 
ferred to,  and  from  which  mj  outpost  had  been 
driren  in  the  morning. 

At  daylight  on  Sunday  morning  I  had  the 
transportation  of  the  Second  and  Third  brigade 
of  the  First  diyision  hitched  up,  ready  to  move  to 
Rhea's  Millg,  should  circumstances  render  it  ne- 
cessary ;  and  the  Second  brigade  was  ordered  to 
the  front,  south  of  town,  where  th^  Third  brigade 
had  bivouacked  during  the  night,  the  First  bri- 
nde  and  CoL  Wickersham's  brigade  of  cavalry 
being  stationed  about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  the 
retf,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  where  the 
hog-eye  road  intersects  that  between  Cane  Hill 
and  Fayetterille,  and  where  it  was  possible  the 
e&emy  might  attempt  to  come  in  upon  my  rear. 

Afaoat  five  o'clock,  with  my  staff,  I  proceeded 
to  the  front.  On  arriying  there  I  learned  the 
enemy  were  still  in  considerable  force  upon  the 
nHHintain ;  and  so  soon  as  it  became  sufficiently 
light  they  threw  seyeral  shots  from  their  artil- 
\aj  at  my  adyance  outpost,  which  was  replied  to 
bj  two  of  my  twelye-pound  mountain  howitzers, 
nthoai  any  damage  to  either  party.  I  directed 
CoL  Clead  to  withdraw  his  troops  on  the  out- 
posts, with  a  yiew  of  drawing  them  out  and  as- 
certaining their  force  and  desigix  Upon  my  ad- 
vance falling  back,  the  rebels  came  forward  a. 
^ort  distance  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  their 
fight  resting  on  the  mountain,  their  left  extend- 
ing down  the  yalley,  and  presenting  a  front  of 
half  a  mile.  It  now  became  evident  that  their 
demonstration  in  front  was  only  a  feint,  and  that 
their  main  force  had  gone  by  the  Coye  Creek 
road,  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  communica- 
tion between  Cren.  Herron  and  myself;  and,  not- 
^thstanding  that  I  had  receiyed  no  intelligence 
from  CoL  Richardson — upon  whom  I  had  relied 
to  vatcb  this  moyementr---I  determined  to  act  ac- 
cordingly. I  immediately  ordered  the  transpor- 
tation to  Rhea's  Mills,  by  a  road  leading  directly 
Qorth  orer  the  mountain,  guarded  by  the  Third 
Indiana  regiment,  CoL  Phillips,  keeping  the  bot- 
tom road  on  the  right,  leading  to  the  same  point, 
&nd  also  the  Fayetteyille  road,  opeki  for  the  moye- 
toent  of  troops. 

I  ordered  CoL  Wickersham,  with  his  cayalry, 
to  moTe  rapidly  in  the  direction  of  Fayetteyille, 
sod  form  a  junction  with  Gen.  Herron.  He  was 
followed  by  Gen.  Salomon's  brigade,  and  the  Sec- 
ond and  Third  brigades  ^ere  withdrawn  from  the 
^nt,>nd  directed  to  moye  rapidly  on  the  Fay- 
ctterlUe  road. 

As  soon  as  I  determined  on  this  disposition  of 
the  forces  under  me,  I  sent  two  messenger  par- 
ties with  despatches  to  Gen.  Herron,  apprising 
him  of  my  moyements,  and,  what  I  believed  to 
be  those  of  the  enemy,  and  urged  him  to  press 
forvard  as  rapidly  as  possible,  that  we  might 
form  a  junction  of  our  forces  before  Hindmaii 
could  get  between  us,  and  also  directing  him  to 
Bend  his  trains  to  Rhea's  Mills.  Neither  of  these 
<iespatches  reached  him,  the  messenger  being  cut 
off  by  Marmaduke's  advance.    .... 


On  learning  that  Hindman's  forces  had  passed 
north,  I  ordered  Col.  Judson,  with  his  regiment 
(cavalry)  and  two  twelve-pound  mountain  howit- 
zers, to  proceed  rapidly  on  the  same  road  by 
which  I  had  sent  CoL  Richardson  the  previous 
night,  and  to  attack  and  harass  them  in  the 
rear,  which  order  he  executed  with  promptness 
and  gallantry,  attacking  them  in  the  rear  with 
his  howitzers,  and  following  them  two  or  three 
miles,  until  they  made  a  stand  in  such  force  as  to 
compel  him  to  withdraw  his  command. 

Moving  with  my  staff  in  advance  of  the  First 
division,  on  reaching  a  point  some  three  miles 
north  of  Cane  Hill,  where  a  road  to  the  left  leads 
to  Rhea's  Mills,  I  learned  that  CoL  Wickersham, 
who  was  in  the  advance  with  the  cavalry,  and 
had  been  instructed  to  proceed  directly  on  the 
Fayetteyille  road,  and  furnished  with  a  guide, 
instead  of  doing  so,  had  taken  the  left-hand  road 
to  the  mills.  Not  deeming  it  prudent,  under  all 
the  circumstances,  to  separate  my  command,  I 
was  compelled  to  follow  the  same  road  in  order 
to  get  my  forces  concentrated  On  coming  up 
with  Col.  Wickersham,  I  ordered  him  to  proceed 
in  the  direction  of  Fayetteyille  with  all  of  his 
cavalry,  and  endeavor  to  open  communication 
with  Gen.  Herron.  I  also  set  forward  Major  Cal- 
kins, with  the  Third  Wisconsin  cavalry,  for  the 
same  purpose. 

But  a  few  minutes  elapsed  after  Colonel  Wick- 
ersham had  started  with  his  command,  when  I 
heard  the  discharge  of  artillery  in  a  north-east  di- 
rection, and  immediately  moved  rapidly  with  the 
Second  and  Third  brigades  in  the  direction  of  the 
firing,  leaving  the  First  brigade  (Gen.  Salomon's) 
to  guard  the  trains  at  Rhea's  Mills.  It  was  now 
between  twelve  and  one  o'clock.  The  distance 
to  where  the  firing  was  heard  was  about  five 
miles,  by  an  obscure  road  leading  through  a  val- 
ley with  strips  of  brush  and  prairie  alternating 
across  it  The  firing  between  General  Herron*s 
command  and  the  rebel  forces  was  confined  to 
the  artillery,  which,  as  I  approached  the  field, 
became  more  rapid.  At  forty-five  minutes  past 
one  o'clock  I  came  upon  the  field,  in  advance  of 
the  First  division,  when  a  hasty  reconnoissance 
discovered  the  enemy  in  superior  force,  strongly 
posted  upon  elevated  ground  behind  timber,  with 
the  Fayetteyille  road,  on  which  he  had  advanced, 
running  through  it  north-east  and  south-west 
On  the  north,  and  in  front  of  the  enemy's  lines, 
was  an  open  yalley,  divided  into  large  fields,  a 
portion  of  them  cultivated  in  com.  At  the  east 
end  of  this  valley  Gen.  Herron,  with  the  Second 
and  Third  divisions,  was  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my, having  met  their  advance  early  in  the  day 
and  driven  them  back  to  that  position.  For  the 
details  of  the  engagement  between  the  rebels  and 
the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  under  Gen.  Her- 
ron, up  to  the  time  when  I  came  upon  the  field, 
I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  that  gallant  offioer. 

The  road  on  which  my  column  was  advancing 
entered  the  valley  at  its  western  extremity  and  in 
front  of  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy.  They  had 
no  intimation  of  my  approach  on  that  road  until 
a  large  force  of  their  infantry,  which,  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  flanking  General  Herron*s  division,  and 
orerwhelming  it  by  superior  number,  had  been 
massed  upon  their  left,  was  suddenly  confronted 
by  the  troops  of  the  First  division,  when  the  en- 
gagement soon  became  general  along  their  entire 
line. 

At  about  two  o'clock,  the  fire  from  the  artillery 
of  the  First  division  was  commenced  by  RabVs 
battery,  which  opened  a  cross-fire  upon  two  rebel 
batteries  and  a  heavy  body  of  infantry,  that  was 
fronting  and  engaged  with  Qen.  Hen*on*8  division. 
A  few  moments  later,  and  Tenny*s  battery  of  Par- 
rott  guns  came  into  position  on  the  rights  and 
Hopkins^s  battery  on  the  left  of  Captain  Rabb's. 
The  fire  of  till  three  of  these  batteries  was  first 
directed  to  the  enemy's  right,  where  two  batteries 
of  the  rebels  and  a  heavy  body  of  their  infantry 
were  engaged  with  the  Second  and  Third  divi- 
sions. Shell  and  case-shot  from  these  eighteen 
pieces  were  hurled  upon  the  enemy's  right  with 
terrible  effect 

The  rebel  artillery  and  infantry  being  driven 
from  this  position  under  cover  of  the  woods,  the 
three  batteries  above  named  ceased  firing,  when 
the  infantry  of  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  ad- 
vanced upon  the  enemy's  right,  and  the  fire  of 
musketry  was  opened  on  both  sides  with  great 
vigor.  The  Twentieth  Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth 
Iowa  gallantly  charged  the  rebel  batteries  and 
drove  the  enemy  from  their  guns,  but  were  un-. 
able  to  hold  them  in  consequence  of  being  over- 
whelmed by  a  superior  force.  The  Twenty-sixth 
Indiana  and  Thirty-seventh  ^linois  subsequently 
charged  the  same  batteries  with  the  same  result. 

Observing  that  the  enemy  had  now  thrown  a 
large  force  upon  my  centre  and  right,  I  directed 
the  infantry  of  the  First  division  to  enter  the 
woods  and  engage  them,  wliich  order  was  exe- 
cuted with  promptness.  Colonel  Weer  leading  the 
Tenth  and  Thh*teenth  Kansas  regiments  of  his 
brigade  upon  the  right,  a  portion  of  the  Kansas 
Second,  (dismounted,)  under  command  of  Capt 
S.  J.  Crawford ;  the  right  wing  of  the  Kansas 
Eleventh,  under  CoL  Ewing,  and  the  First  Indian, 
under  Col.  Wattles,  upon  the  left,  the  Twentieth 
Iowa  regiment  advancing  upon  the  left  of  the  In- 
dians; the  left  wing  of  the  Kansas  Eleventh, 
under  Lieut. -Col.  Moonlight,  supporting  Rabb's 
and  Hopkins's  batteries.  The  First  Iowa,  Tenth 
Illinois,  Eighth  Missouri,  and  the  first  battalion 
of  the  Second  Wisconsin  cavalry,  under  Colonel 
Wickersham,  and  the  Third  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
under  Major  Calkins,  were  directed  to  proceed  on 
my  extreme  right,  to  watch  any  flank  movement 
of  the  enemy  that  might  be  attempted  in  that  di- 
rection, and  also  to  guard  the  road  leading  to 
Rhea's  Mills,  and  prevent  communication  being 
cut  off  with  the  First  brigade.  Gen.  Salomon's. 

The  contest  by  this  time  (about  three  o'clock 
p.M  )  had  become  vigorous  and  determined.  The 
entire  infantry  of  three  divisions,  and  also  a  por- 
tion of  the  Kapsas  Second,  (dismounted,)  were 
engaged  in  the  woods  with  the  rebel  infantry, 
three  times  their  number.  The  rattling  of  mus- 
ketry, uninterrupted  for  fully  three  hours,  was 
terrific     The  contending  armies  swayed  to  and 


fro,  each  alternately  advancing  and  retiring. 
Some  rebel  sharp-shooters  firing  from  the  win- 
dows of  a  house,  situated  in  the  edge  of  the 
woods  and  a  little  to  my  left,  were  evidently  di- 
recting their  compliments  specially  to  myself  and 
staff.  I  directed  Captain  Eabb  to  open  upon  it 
with  shell,  and  in  a  few  mometfts  the  house  was 
in  flames. 

While  the  infantry  was  vigorously  contesting 
every  inch  of  ground,  I  directed  Lieut  Stover, 
with  two  twelve-pound  mountain  howitzers  to 
advance  into  the  woods,  which  he  promptly  did, 
taking  position  on  a  Uttle  knoll  on  the  right  of 
the  Eleventh  Kansas,  and  directing  his  guns 
across  a  small  field  where  a  heavy  force  of  rebels 
were  massed.  Ho  poured  into  them  his  canister 
and  shell,  until  his  ammunition  was  exhausted 
and  his  horses  shot  down,  being  compelled  to 
bring  away  hi^  guns  by  hand. 

I  then  directed  Lieut  Tenny  to  advance  his 
battery  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  on  the  left  of 
the  Kansas  Eleventh,  taking  position  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  front  pf  the  rebel  rank.s.  From 
his  six  ten-pound  Parrott  guns  he  opened  on  them 
with  terrible  effect,  driving  them  back  with  great 
slaughter. 

Learning  that  a  heavy  force  was  massing  on 
my  right,  with  a  view  of  turning  my  flank,  I  im- 
mediately withdrew  Tenny's  battery,  and  pro- 
ceeded with  it  to  an  open  field  on  the  right,  at 
the  same  time  directing  the  infantry  to  withdraw 
from  the  woods,  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy  from 
under  cover  and  within  range  of  my  artillery. 
On  reaching  the  open  field  on  their  right,  ju:>t 
alluded  to,  I  discovered  the  entire  division  of 
Gen.  Frost  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the  timber, 
and  about  two  hundred  yards  distant  They 
opened  on  us  a  fierce  fire  from  Enfield  nfles,  and 
were  in  the  act  of  throwing  down  the  fence  to 
make  an  a.ssault  on  the  battery,  which  had  no 
support  except  my  own  staff"  and  body-guard; 
but  Lieut  Tenny,  with  commendable  promptne>.s 
wheeled  his  guns  into  position,  when  tlieir  de> 
structive  fire  of  canister  and  shell  soon  sent  the 
rebel  hordes  back  under  cover  of  the  woods.  At 
the  same  time,  a  fire  from  the  two  mountain  how- 
itzers attached  to  the  Third  Wisconsin  cavalry, 
was  directed  upon  them  further  on  my  right, 
with  good  effect  It  was  here  that  the  rebel 
General  Stein  fell.  A  few  minutes  after  this  last 
repulse  of  the  enemy  by  Lieut  Tenny,  a  rebel 
battery  of  ten  guns,  supported  by  a  heavy  body 
of  infantry,  opened  froui  their  extreme  left,  when 
bringing  his  guns  to  bear  in  that  direction,  he  io 
less  than  ten  minutes  silenced  their  battery,  dis- 
mounting two  of  their  guns  and  driving  them 
from  their  position  with  severe  loss. 

While  this  attempt  was  being  made  to  charge 
my  artillery  on  the  right  the  same  demonstra- 
tion was  made  upon  Kabb's  and  Hopkins's  bat- 
teries ;  the  enemy  following  up  my  infantry  as 
they  retired  from  the  woods,  and  with  a  shout 
rushed  out  from  under  cover  of  the  treer;,  when 
the  two  batteries,  supported  by  the  infantry  of 
the  Eleventh  regiment,  belched  forth  a  perfect 
storm  of  canister,  producing  immense  slaughter 
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in  their  nnks^  and  compelling  them   again   to 
retircL 

As  darkness  approached,  the  fire,  which  from 
both  artillerj  and  masketry  had  been  terrific  and 
nninterrupted  for  over  three  hours,  gradually 
ceased  along  the  whole  line,  and  my  command 
bivoiucked  upon  their  arms  ready  to  renew  the 
condict  at  early  dawn.     I  could  not  tell  with  any 
certainty  the  extent  of  the  damage  done  the  ene- 
my, but  knowing  that  they  had  a  force  greatly 
superior  to  mine  in  numbers,  I  felt  assured  that 
tiiey  would  giye  us  battle  again  in  the  morning, 
and  made  arrangements  accordingly.    My  wound- 
ed vere  all  cared  for  during  the  night ;  the  trans* 
piirtation  and  supply-trains  of  the  whole  army 
Rflt  to  Fayetteville,  and  Gen.  Salomon^s  brigade, 
which  had  been  left  at  Rhea's  Mills,  order^  to 
th«  field ;  ammunition  was  brought  up  and  dis- 
tri bated,  some  refreshments  obtained  for    the 
men,  and  every  thing  was  in  readiness  to  renew 
the  battle  at  the  first  dawn  of  day.     But  daylight 
revealed  the  fact  that  the  enemy  had  availed 
themsel?es  of  the  night  to  retreat  across  the  Bos- 
to;i  Mountains.     Their  transportation  had  been 
I^ft  south  of  the  mountains,  and  their  retreat 
thereby  made  unincumbered  and  stealthy.     I  am 
i-*ured  by  my  own  men  who  were  prisoners 
Tith  them,  as  well  as  by  deserters  from  their 
ranks,  that  they  tore  up  the  blankets  of  their 
niea  to  muffle  the  wheels  of  their  artillery. 

•Iu<t  before  daylight  I  received  a  note  from 
^tu  Hindman  under  a  flag  of  truce,  requesting 
^  personal  interview  to  make  provision  for  caring 
f 'f  his  dead  and  wounded.  On  meeting  him  I 
^m  became  satisfied  that  there  was  no  other 
i^rce  there,  except  his  staff  and  escort,  and  a 
I^rtr  left  to  take  care  of  the  wounded ;  and  that 
ri<>  force  had  commenced  retreating  early  the  pre- 
vKKi-i  night 

<in  looking  over  the  battle-field  in  the  morning, 
It  sijon  liecame  evident  that  the  enemy  had  been 
^'<  roughly  handled,  and  that  our  artillery  had 
Hide  fearful  slaughter  in  their  ranks.  Though 
iQaiir  had  been  already  carried  away,  their  dead 
Uj  >trewn  over  its  whole  extent 

The  entire  Federal  loss  is,  killed,  one  hundred 
»nd  «ixtv-seven ;  wounded,  seven  hundred  and 
unety-eight ;  missing,  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
t'>ree;  totals  one  thousand  one  hundred  and 
f'Tiy-eight  Of  the  missing,  the  greater  portion 
"■^e  taken  prisoners,  and  have  been  since  ex- 
chinge<L  The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wound- 
^  cannot  fall  short  of  three  thousand ;  and  will 
l^'Mh\j  much  exceed  that  number,  as  many  of 
tfi^^m  not  severely  wounded  were  taken  to  Van 
fi  ^^n.  Their  loss  in  killed  upon  the  ground  will 
f'nrh  one  thousand,  the  greater  number  of  whom 
^i^e  been  buried  by  my  command. 

Many  instances  of  individual  gallantry  and  dar- 
•n?  occurred  during  the  day,  for  an  account  of 
wjiicb  I  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  regimental, 
^'Hpide,  and  division  commanders.  As  the  im- 
c»eiliate  commander  of  the  First  division,  I  deem 
it  but  justice  to  say  of  Col.  William  Weer,  com- 
manding the  Second  brigade,  that  he  behaved 
tbrougfaoat  with  great  gallantry,  leading  his  men 


into  the  thickest  of  the  fight  The  same  is  true 
of  Col.  Bowen  and  Major  H.  H.  Williams,  com- 
manding regiments  in  the  same  brigade.  Oapt 
S.  J.  Crawford,  of  the  Second  Kansas,  who  com- 
manded a  battalion  of  that  regiment  that  foi^ht 
on  foot,  displayed  great  gallantry;  as  did  also 
the  lamented  Capt  A.  P.  Russell,  who  fell  mor- 
tally wounded.  Col.  Thomas  Ewing,  Lieut-Col. 
Moonlight,  and  Major  Plumb,  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansas,  gave  evidence  of  their  high  qualities  as 
gallant  officers.  To  Capts.  Rabb  and  Hopkins, 
and  Lieuts.  Tenny  and  Stover,  who  served  thdr 
artillery  with  such  terrible  and  destructive  effect 
upon  the  enemy's  ranks,  too  much'praise  cannot 
be  awarded.  AH  did  their  duty  well  and  nobly. 
Men  of  Iowa,  Kansas,  Missouri,  Wisconsin,  Illi- 
nois, and  Indiana  mingled  their  blood  upon  the 
same  field,  and  for  the  same  worthy  cause.  For 
their  deeds  of  valor  upon  the  field  of  Prairie 
Grove,  their  native  States  may  well  be  proud  of 
them. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  availing  my- 
self of  the  occasion  to  express  my  thanks  to  Brig.- 
Gen.  F.  J.  Herron  for  the  promptness  with  which 
he  responded  to  my  order  to  reinforce  me,  as 
also  for  the  gallantry  displayed  by  him  upon  the 
field.  His  conduct  is  worthy  of  emulation  and 
deserving  of  the  highest  praise. 

To  the  members  of  my-  stafl^  Major  V.  P.  Van 
Antwerp,  Inspector  General ;  Capt  Oliver  Bar- 
ber, Chief  Commissary  ;  Capt  Lyn^an  Scott,  Jr., 
Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  and  Lieuts. 
J.  F.  Hill,  H.  G.  Loring,  G.  M.  Waugh,  D.  Whit- 
taker,  and  C.  H.  Haynes,  aids-de-camp,  who  were 
in  the  saddle  and  with  me  constantly  from  before 
daylight  in  the  mornine  until  the  close  of  the  ac- 
tion after  dark,  [  am  indebted  for  efficient  and 
valuable  services  on  the  field.  Made  a  special 
target  by  the  rebel  troops,  in  obedience  to  the 
notorious  **  address  "  of  their  Commanding  Gene- 
ral, Hindman  —  issued  on  the  eve  of  the  battle, 
and  a  printed  copy  of  which,  over  his  signature, 
each  of  them  carried  on  his  person  —  to  '*  shoot 
down  *'  my  mounted  officers,  they  were  saluted 
wherever  they  rode  by  a  perfect  storm  of  balls 
from  the  enemy's  guns. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

Jambs  G.  BLmvT, 

Brigmdier<}«iMnJ. 
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aSNERAL  HERRON'S  R1SP0RT. 
Hbadquartsrs  Skcoxd  and  Third  Ditisionb, 

AkMT  or  TUB  FaOMTIBK, 

Batvls-Fibld  op  Pbairib  Gbotb,  Aul,  December 
General  :  In  reviewing  the  operations  of  the 
seventh  instant,  I  must  necessarily  commence 
my  report  a  few  days  previous  to  that  date.  On 
the  morning  of  December  third,  I  was  encamped, 
with  the> Second  and  Third  divisions  of  the  army 
of  the  frontier,  at  Wilson^s  Creek,  Mo.,  and  there 
received  your  despatch  announcing  the  advance 
of  the  rebel  force  under  Gen.  Hindman,  and  or- 
dering me  to  move  forward  with  my  command  to 
your  support  at  Cane  Hill,  Arkansas.  Within 
three  hours  after  the  receipt  of  your  despatch, 
the  Second  division  was  in  motion,  the  Third 
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soon  following.  Reaching  Elkhom  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  fifth  instant,  I  there  received  your 
oiSer  to  send  forward  all  my  cavalry  to  you,  and 
in  obedience  thereto  I  ordered  forward  CoL  Wick- 
ersham,  with  the  Tenth  Illinois  cavalry.  First 
Iowa,  Eighth  Missouri,  and  first  battalion  Second 
Wisconsin  cavalry,  all  of  whom  reached  you 
safely. 

On  Sunday  morning,  the  seventh  instant,  at 
four  o'clock,  I  arrived  at  Fayetteville,  having 
marched  all  night,  and  was  pushing  rapidly  for- 
ward, expecting  to  join  you  by  ten  o'clock  of 
same  day,  when  six  miles  south  of  Fayetteville, 
m^  advance,  consisting  of  two  compames  of  First 
Missouri  cavalry,  under  Major  J.  M.  Hubbard, 
discovered  a  body  of  cavalry  falling  back  on  the 
road  in  great  disorder.  It  proved  to  be  the  First 
Arkansas  and  Seventh  Missouri  cavalry,  that 
were  moving  forward  to  join  you  and  had  been 
attacked  by  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry  under 
Gen.  Marmaduke,  near  Illinois  Creek,  ten  miles 
from  Cane  Hill.  After  some  efibrt,  the  retreating 
cavalry  were  checked  and  re-formed;  but  in 
holding  the  rebel  advance  the  First  battalion  First 
Missouri  cavalry  were  severely  handled,  and  Ma- 
jor Hubbard  taken  prisoner.  Here  the  rebels 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  but  on  opening  fire  upon 
them  with  a  section  of  battery  £,  First  Missouri 
artillery,  they  were  soon  put  to  flight  and  driven 
back  four  miles  to  Illinois  Creek.  Here  I  dis- 
covered the  ^enemy  in  position  directly  in  front, 
on  each  side  of  the  road,  occupying  a  high  ridge, 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ford  of 
the  creek,  covered  with  timber  and  thick  under- 
brush. 

Wishing  to  feel  the  position  of  the  enemy,  I 
ordered  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  infantry,  with 
a  section  of  battery  E,  First  Missouri  light  artil- 
lery, across  the  creek,  and  opened  fire  upon  them. 
Their  batteries  were  in  good  position,  command- 
ing the  ford  of  the  creek,  and  having  excellent 
range,  compelled  my  advance  to  &11  back.  It 
being  impossible  to  move  my  command  across 
the  ford,  under  their  fire,  I  then  ordered  Colonel 
Halston,  commanding  Second  division,  to  cut  a 
road  through  the  timber  and  move  Captain  Mur- 
phy's battery  (F,  First  Missouri  artillery)  to  a 
point  on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  half  a 
mile  from  the  regular  ford,  my  intention  being  to 
draw  the  fire^  of  the  enemy  to  enable  my  infantry 
to  cross  the  creek  at  the  ford.  The  movement 
was  entirely  successful,  the  battery  dividing,  get- 
ting into  position,  and  opening  fire  on  the  enemy 
before  they  discovered  the  movement  Under 
cover  of  its  fire,  I  ordered  forward  the  batteries 
of  Capt  Backof,  Lieut  Foust,  and  Lieut  Boeriea, 
supported  by  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  Twentieth 
Wisconsin,  and  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  infantry. 

So  rapidly  was  the  order  obeyed  that  ^he  whole 
eighteen  pieces  were  at  work  before  the  enemy 
could  obtain  our  range.  The  fire  was  rapidly  re- 
plied to  by  the  rebel  batteries,  which  had  every 
advantage  in  position ;  but  so  accurate  was  the 
firing  that  in  one  hour  nearly  all  their  batteries 
were  silenced.  During  this  time  I  had  formed 
the  infimtry,  the  Second  division,  CoL  Houston 


commanding,  oocupying  the  right,  and  the  Third 
division,  under  my  immediate  command,  the  left 
of  my  position.  It  required  but  a  short  time  to 
satisfy  myself  that  the  rebels  were  present  in 
largely  superior  force,  and  I  immediately  deter- 
mined to  give  them  the  best  fight  I  could  until 
you  could  come  up  with  additional  forces.  The 
enemy  making  a  movement  of  their  infantry  to- 
ward my  left,  I  ordered  forward  the  Second  bri- 
gade of  Third  division,  under  Col.  W.  W.  Orme,  to 
the  base  of  the  ridge  occupied  by  them ;  and 
while  their  attention  was  attracted  by  the  lire  of 
the  Second  brigade,  I  moved  up  the  First  brigade, 
under  command  of  Lieut -Col.  Bertram.  The  bat- 
teries advanced  across  the  open  field,  with  tiie 
infantry,  pouring  in  a  terrible  fire  of  grape  and 
canister. 

When  within  one  hundred  yards  of  the  ridge, 
the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth  Iowa 
infantry  were  ordered  to  charge  a  battery  placed 
near  a  farm-house  on  the  edge  of  the  hilL  The 
charge  was  made,  in  gallant  style,  the  enemy 
driven  back,  and  the  battery  taken,  but  the  ground 
could  not  be  held ;  regiment  after  n^iment  of 
infantry  was  hurled  upon  them,  and  they  were 
compelled  to  fall  back.  This  was  followed  by  a 
charge  of  the  rebels  en  maue  upon  the  batteries 
of  Capts.  Foust  and  Backof  and  Lieut.  Boeriea 
Never  was  there  more  real  pluck  and  courage  dis- 
played, and  more  downright  hard  fighting  done, 
than  at  this  moment  by  &e  above-named  batter- 
ies. Advancing  to  within  one  hundred  yards  of 
the  guns,  the  rebels  received  a  fire  that  could  not 
be  withstood,  and  retreated  in  disorder — ^receiv- 
ing, as  they  ran,  a  terrible  fire,  causing  great 
slaughter  among  them.  For  the  management  of 
his  battery,  and  the  soldier-like  qualities  displayed 
by  Capt  Foust,  company  £,  First  Missouri  li'gUt 
artillery,  at  this  time  especially,  he  deserves  vej-y 
great  credit 

Col.  Houston  was  then  instructed  to  move  one 
of  his  brigades  from  the  right  to  the  support  of 
the  centre.  Arriving  at  the  point,  and  discover- 
ing the  rebel  infantry  again  moving  down  the  bill, 
Col.  Houston  ordered  the  Twenty-sixth  Indicia 
and  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  regiments  to  chanie 
them,  which  they  did.  Colonel  Houston  leading; 
in  person.  It  was  a  repetition  of  the  first  charj;o. 
The  same  battery  captured,  the  enemy  aguin 
driven  back,  and  we  in  turn  compelled  to  aban- 
don the  position  by  force  of  numbers.  About 
this  time,  half-past  two  o'clock  p.x.,  a  battery 
opened  some  distance  from  my  right,  which  I  soon 
discovered  to  be  from  your  division.  With  the 
knowledge  that  you  had  really  arrived,  a  new 
spirit  was  infused  into  my  command,  now  a]mo>t 
worn  out  by  the  severe  work,  and  they  went  at 
it  again  with  increased  vigor.  When  your  c*^- 
umn  moved  up,  the  Second  brigade  of  Second  di- 
vision. Colonel  Wm.  McE.  Dye,  commanding,  also 
advanced  on  your  left,  having  a  severe  fight  in  the 
timber,  and  driving  the  enemy  from  the  hill-side. 
From  this  hour  until  dark  the  firing  was  steady 
and  terrific,  the  batteries  of  the  First  divi^ioa 
firing  the  last  round. 

My  command  slept  on  their  arms  nearly  one 
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thousand  yards  in  adTance  of  their  position  occu- 
pied in  the  morning,  and  ready  to  renew  the  fight 
at  daybreak.  The  arrangements  for  the  attack 
OQ  the  eighth,  the  flight  of  the  enemy  during  the 
night,  the  trickery  of  the  rebel  Qenerals  Hindroan 
and  Marmadukev  are  all  known  to  you.  Night 
alone  saved  them  from  capture.  I  hdve  as  cap- 
tures four  caissons  complete,  and  filled  with  am- 
munition, a  number  of  sets  of  artiUery  harness, 
eusson-wheels,  and  about  three  hundred  stand 
of  inns.  I  regret  to  state  that  my  loss  was  very 
severe.  Lieut -CoL  McFarland,  who  led  the  Nine- 
teenth Iowa  in  the  first  charge,  a  true  and  gal- 
lant soldier,  **  sleeps  his  last  sleep."  Lieut-CoL 
Black,  Thirty-seventh  Illinms,  Major  Thompson, 
Iventieth  Iowa,  and  a  large  number  of  line-offi- 
cers are  wounded.  Major  Burdett,  of  the  Seventh 
Ui^souri  cavalry,  a  brave  and  noble  soldier,  was 
killed  in  the  early  part  of  the  battlei  My  troops 
all  did  wdl,  Iowa,  Illinois,  Wisconsin,  Indiana, 
ind  Miffioori,  side  by  side,  fired  by  the  truest 
test,  their  loyalty  and  love  of  country.  Colonel 
Houston,  commanding  Second  division,  was  al- 
nrs  in  the  front,  and  did  valuable  service. 

Cols.  Orme,  Clarke,  McE.  Dye,  and  Bertram, 
oonunanding  brigades,  were  with  their  commands 
io  the  thickest  ^  the  fight,  and  performed  their 
duties  well  I  most  especially  mention  the  work- 
ings of  Morph/a,  Foust^s,  Backof  8,  and  Boeries*s 
hatteries.  The  former  fired  his  guns  with  the 
precision  of  a  sharp-shooter,  while  the  others 
worked  their  pieces  gallantly  in  the  midst  of  a 
terriUe  infiuitry  fire.  My  cavalry,  the  First  Iowa, 
Eighth  Missouri,  Tenth  Illinois,  and  Second  Wis- 
consin, having  been  with  you  during  the  day,  I 
know  but  little  of  the  parts  taken  by  them.  They 
lare  on  othor  fields  proved  themselves  worthy 
of  the  name  of  American  soldiers,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  sustained  it  while  with  you.  Major  Hub- 
^  and  his  command,  the  fighting  battalion  of 
tbe  First  Missouri  cavalry,  gallantly  held  in  check 
&e  rebel  advance  in  the  early  part  of  the  day,  and 
^  this  occasion  officers  and  men  have  added  to 
tb^  already  high  reputation. 

To  Capt  Wm.  Hyde  Clark,  my  Assistant  Adju- 
^t-Genera],  who  had  for  three  days  been  carried 
sid  in  an  ambolance,  but  mounted  that  morning 
to  be  with  me  during  the  battle,  I  am  much  in- 
debted for  services  on  the  field,  and  also  to  Cap- 
tain Littleton,  C.S.,  Captain  Brewster,  Lieutenants 
Pettit,  Thomas,  and  Douglass,  of  my  stail^  for 
their  conduct  and  assistance  throughout  the  bat- 
tle. There  were  many  instances  of  individual 
<^xnige  and  bravery  that  I  should  like  to  men- 
t>»n,  hut  will  have  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
^^e  commanders.  Of  Lieut -CoL  Black,  Thir- 
ty-serenth  Illinois  infantry,  I  must  say  that  a 
brtf  er  auin  never  went  upon  the  battle-field,  and 
^  has,  on  this  occasion,  added  to  the  laurels  won 
tt  Pea  Ridge.  In  conclusion,  General,  let  me  say 
f(7  the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  that  they  had 
OBTched  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  three  days 
to  j</in  you ;  that  they  came  upon  the  field  weak 
in  numbers  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the 
Biarch.    Of  my  command  I  have  lost : 
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Officers—killed, 9 

wounded,  .......; 81 

missing, 8 

Enlisted  men — ^killed, 187 

wounded, 600 

missing, 168 


it 


Total, 958 

Inclosed  please  find  certified  copies  of  reports 
of  brigade  and  regimental  commanders. 
I  am  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  J.  Herron, 

Brigadler-OenersI  Oomnumding  Second  and  Third  Dirldons. 
GENERAL  BliUNrS  OONORATULATORT  ORDER. 

HBADQaAKTBM  AHMT  OF  THE  FROHTin,  ) 

Rbba's  Mills,  Ark.,  December  12, 18^2.     f 

General  Field  Orders,  No.  3 : 

The  General  Commanding  takes  this  occasion 
to  express  his  heartfelt  thanks  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  of  his  command  for  their  gallantry  at  the 
battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  on  Sunday,  the  seventh 
instant,  which  crowned  the  army  of  the  frontier 
with  complete  success  and  a  brilliant  victory. 

When  it  is  considered  that  the  enemy  we  en- 
gaged outnumbered  us  three  to  one ;  that  they 
were  inspired  by  the  confidence  of  success,  and 
stimulated  by  the  most  urgent  appeals  to  their 
passions  and  prejudices ;  that  they  possessed  the 
advantage  of  being  in  their  own  country,  and  fa- 
miliar with  every  road,  hill,  and  mountain-pass ; 
that  they  possessed  every  advantage  in  position, 
which  was  of  their  own  choosing,  you  have  every 
reason  to  be  proud  of  having  participated  upon 
that  bloody  field.  No  battle  during  the  present 
war  has  been  more  determined  and  bloody,  and 
never  was  there  a  field  upon  which,  considering 
the  number  of  troops  engaged  and  the  time  occu* 
pied,  the  slaughter  was  as  great 

The  results  of  your  victory  cannot  be  over-esti* 
mated.  The  stake  was  an  important  one.  With 
your  defeat,  Western  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Kan- 
sas, and  the  Indian  country  would  have  been  the 
prey  of  the  rebel  army.  Your  victory  has  vir- 
tually ended  the  war  north  of  the  Arkansas  River. 
For  these  results,  you  are  entitled  to  the  plaudits 
of  a  grateful  country.  To  the  Second  and  Third 
divisions,  for  the  promptness  with  which  they 
responded  to  my  request  to  reenforce  me,  and 
the  unparalleled  marching  done  by  them  to  reach 
me  before  support  would  be  too  late,  as  well  as 
for  the  gallantry  displayed  by  them  upon  the 
field  upon  that  memorable  day,  the  highest  praise 
is  justly  due. 

Although  we  have  cause  to  rejoice  over  our 
victory,  yet  we  cannot  but  feel  saddened  at  the 
loss  of  our  brave  comrades  who  have  fallen  by 
our  side,  and  to  condole  with  those  to  whose 
homes  grief  has  been  brought  by  the  loss  in  bat- 
tle of  those  friends  that  were  dear ;  but  while  we 
drop  a  tear  of  sympathy  over  their  graves,  we 
cannot  forget  that  their  death  was  a  noble  sacri- 
fice to  sustain  their  country's  flag,  and  that  they 
died  such  a  death  as  every  <xue  soldier  and  patriot 
would  choose  to  die.    Your  noble  conduct  upon 
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the  field  of  Prairie  Grove,  as  also  upon  other  oc- 
casions, gives  evidence  of  your  invincibility,  and 
assures  me  that  whatever  emergency  may  arise, 
you  will  be  equal  to  the  task. 

Jakbs  G.  Bluivt, 

Brlgadier-Gen«ral  Commanding. 

T.  Moonlight, 

LieuteDanUCk)lonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 

OOMGRATULATORT  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  HERRON. 

Hkaoqvabtkm  Sbcojtd  ivo  TmiKD  DmuoxB, ) 

AaiiT  or  THV  PRoxnta.  y 

PaAiBiB  Grots,  Arc,  December  l6, 186B.     ) 

Fellow-Soldibrs  :  It  is  with  pride  and  pleas- 
ure that  I  am  enabled  to  congratulate  you  on  the 
victory  so  recently  achieved  over  the  enemy. 
Meeting  their  combined  forces,  vastly  your  supe- 
riors in  numbers,  armed  and  equipped  in  the  most 
efficient  manner,  contrary  to  what  we  have  been 
led  to  believe,  marshaled  by  their  ablest  gene- 
rals, posted  in  a  strong  position  of  their  own  se- 
lection, prepared  and  ready  to  attack  us,  enter- 
taining toward  us  feelings  of  hatred  and  fiendish 
passion,  evoked  by  in&mous  lies  which  even  rebel 
generals  should  have  disdained  to  utter,  you, 
fellow-soldiers,  after  a  forced  march  of  over  one 
hundred  miles  in  less  than  three  days,  weary, 
exhausted,  and  almost  famishing,  animated  only 
b^  that  feeling  of  patriotism  that  induced  you  to 
give  up  the  pleasures  and  comforts  of  home  to 
undergo  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  field, 
did  most  gallantly  meet,  fight  and  repulse  the  en- 
emy. Your  fellow-soldiers  elsewhere,  your  firiends 
and  relatives  at  home,  your  fellow-citizens  and 
your  country,  as  they  learn  of  the  splendid  ser- 
vice of  the  artillerymen,  of  the  determined,  daring 
and  brilliant  charges  of  the  infantry,  will  render 
you  that  praise  and  honor  which  is  justly  your 
due.  Iowa,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Wisconsin,  and 
Missouri,  your  native  States,  are  proud  of  their 
noble  sons.  I,  who  witnessed  your  gallant  daring 
in  every  encounter,  in  behalf  of  your  country  and 
myself,  tender  you  grateful  thanks  for  the  services 
you  have  rendered.  Whilst  we  drop  a  tear,  there- 
fore, for  those  who  have  fallen,  and  sympathize 
with  those  who  are  yet  suffering,  let  us  not  forget 
to  render  thanks  to  the  beneficent  Giver  of  all 
blessings  for  the  success  that  has  thus  far  attest- 
ed the  truth  and  right  of  our  glorious  cause. 

F.  J.  Herron, 

Brigadier-General  Oommaoding  Second  and  Third  DiTlaioni. 

GENERAL  CTTRTIS'S  REPORT. 

Br.  Loum,  Ma,  Tharsday,  Deo.  11, 1802. 

Mc^or-Generctl  R,  W.  Eallech^  GeneraX-in-Chitf 

of  the  U.  3.  Army,  WtuUngton,  D.  C. 

Further  details  are  received  fix>m  Gens.  Blunt 
and  Herron,  from  the  battle  ground,  Prairie-Grove, 
near  Fayetteville,  Arkansas : 

Our  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  now  estimat- 
ed at  one  thousand,  and  that  of  the  enemy  at  over 
two  thousand. 

The  rebels  left  many  of  their  dead  and  most  of 
their  wounded  for  us  to  care  for. 

Extensive  hospitals  will  be  improvised  in  Fay- 
etteville. 

Persons  returned  fi^m  the  battle-field  repre- 


sent that  the  enemy  are  twenty«eight  thousand 
strong. 

Their  artillery  was  much  crippled.  We  took 
four  caissons  filled  with  ammunitioD,  and  a  laiige 
number  of  small  arms. 

General  Blunt  moves  forward  to^y  on  Cane 
HilL 

General  Herron  remains  at  Prairie  GroTe  bury- 
ing the  dead  and  taking  care  of  the  wounded. 

The  enemy  muffled  Uieir  wheels  and  mored  off 
in  the  night,  continuing  their  retreat  to  Van  fiu- 
ren,  and  probably  crossing  the  Arkansas  River. 

GoL  McFarland,  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  regi- 
ment, is  killed. 

Col  Black  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois,  and 
Major  Thomas  of  the  Twentieth  Iowa  r^ent, 
and  a  large  number  of  subalteran  officers,  are 
wounded. 

It  was  a  hard-fought  battle,  and  a  complete  rio 
tory.  S.  R-  Ccbtis, 

MiVJor-General  CominJuidiDi^. 

OFFICIAL   REPORT   OP   COLOi^EL  WEER. 

Hkjldouartem  Sacosm  Brioadk,  Fibst  Dtnsrost. ) 

Army  or  FaoMTiBa,  Camp  at  Oanb  Hill,    > 

WASHWaTOM  Co.,  Akk.,  Dec  12,  Istfl  t 

LieutenanUOolonel  Moonlight^  Chi^ of  Staff : 

Colonel  :  Having  just  received  £e  reports  of 
the  subordinate  commanders,  I  hasten  to  subnut 
to  the  General  Commanding  an  account  of  the 
part  taken  by  this  brigade  in  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  on  Sunday 
December  seventh,  1862. 

The  Third  Indian  regiment  (Cherokee)  had  pit- 
viousto  the  action  been  ordered  to  protect  the 
train  some  miles  distant,  so  that  we  went  into  the 
engagement  as  foUows : 

Tenth  Kansas  regiment,  Major  H.  H.  Williams, 
commanding  three  hundred  and  eighty-seven  men 
— company  I  being  absent  on  detached  service. 

First  Kansas  battery,  Lieut  Marcus  D.  Tennr, 
commanding,  ninety -five  men. 

Third  Indian  Regiment,  Adjutant  Gallagber 
commanding,  forty-four  men. 

Thirteen^  Kansas  regiment,  Colonel  Thomis 
M.  Bowen,  commanding,  three  hundred  and  ser- 
enty-five  men. 

Total  number  of  men  engaged,  nine  hundred 
and  two. 

We  entered  the  field  upon  the  enemy's  IdV 
General  Herron  being  then  engaged  some  distance 
in  our  front ;  and  immediately  received  an  onier 
to  hurry  forward  to  his  assistance.  The  battery 
was  placed  in  advance,  the  infantry  marching  hj 
the  right  flank  in  its  rear.  The  hurrying  forward 
had  just  commenced,  the  head  of  the  battery  hav- 
ing stored  an  orchard,  when  a  shower  of  bulloti 
was  sent  at  it  from  an  adjoining  thicket  on  the 
right  Fearing  for  its  safety,  and  surprised  a( 
this  unexpected  reception  so  far  distant  from 
where  General  Herron  was  engaged,  the  T^'ntb 
Kansas  was  hurried  into  the  thicScet  to  clear  it 
They  had  hardly  entered  before  they  were  sutr 
jected  to  a  terrific  fire,  but  fortunately  with  lit'uC 
loss.  The  batteiy  moved  forward  into  a  meadov 
out  of  reach  of  small  arms,  while  the  Tenth  Kan* 
sas  continued  moving  and  driving  the  enemy,  but 
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were  soon  again  inrolred  in  a  severe  contest 
TbereupoQ  the  Thirteenth  Kansas  and  the  frag- 
ment of  the  Third  Indian  were  mored  forward 
into  the  timber  to  the  assistance  of  the  Tenth. 
A  Hoe  of  battle  was  formed  under  the  brow  of  a 
gentle  decliTity.  Some  detachments  from  the 
Second  Kansas  (caralry,  dismounted)  and  the 
right  wiog  of  the  Eleventh  Kansas  regiment  came 
to  oar  help  daring  the  fight,  and  a  continuous  fir- 
ing, with  but  slight  intermissions,  was  kept  up 
QDtil  darL    The  line  was  as  follows : 

The  Indians  upon  the  right,  under  Lieutenant 
G&IUher,  as  skirmishers,  next  to  the  left,  the 
Tenth  Kansas,  under  Major  Williams,  next  a  de- 
Uchment  of  Second  Kansas  under  Lieut -Colonel 
Bassett ;  next,  the  Thirteenth  Kansas,  under  Col. 
Bowen ;  next,  t!ie  right  wing  of  the  Eleventh 
Kansa^s,  under  Colonel  Ewing,  and  next,  and  last, 
upon  the  left,  a  small  detachment  of  the  Second 
K&nsas^  under  Captain  Crawford. 

The  firing  was  general,  and  very  rapid,  with 
ccc:aonal  luUs,  during  which  we  several  times 
attempted  to  pass  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  engage 
lite  enemy  in  close  quarters.  We  were  as  often 
repu^  by  the  rain  of  bullets.  At  one  time,  two 
QounUin  howitsers,  under  Lieut  E.  S.  Stover, 
Second  Kansas,  came  to  our  assistance,  and  did 
splendid  execution.  About  dark,  and  while  mak- 
i^  a  final  attempt  to  pass  over  the  brow  of  the 
iiiO,  the  enemy  arose  in  the  timber  with  loud 
jells,  surrounding  us*  on  all  sides,  and  charged. 
rbe  air  was  thick  with  bullets,  and  nothing  saved 
u£  from  annihilation  but  the  protection  atforded 
^r  the  brow  of  the  hilL  They  must  have  been 
beatrily  reenforced,  and  so  overpowering  were 
their  numbers  that  we  were  compelled  to  yield 
before  the  charge  and  fall  back.  At  this  time 
I  about  dark)  Rabb*s  battery  on  our  left,  and 
iJeat  Tenny  with  the  First  Kansas  battery  on 
our  ngfat,  saved  us  from  destruction.  Their  tiring 
Vds  so  rapid  and  well  directed  that  the  enemy 
^s  compelled  to  fall  back,  and  we  marched  from 
the  field  in  good  order.  We  were  engaged  from 
three  o'clock  p.x.  till  dark.  Our  whole  line  of 
hattle  could  not  have  numbered  over  twelve  hun- 
<ird,  and  with  this  force  we  engaged,  as  we  after- 
^vd  learned,  General  Frost's  whole  division, 
tvo  Arkansas  regiments,  etc,  and  with  the  aid 
«f  the  batteries  above  named,  his  final  reenforce- 
ceQt&  Our  safe^,  even  at  the  commencement 
of  the  action,  must  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that 
a-n  weakness  was  concealed  from  the  enemy  by 
^  position,  and  that  many  of  their  men  were 
QDwilling  conscripts.  The  desperate  charges 
&4de  by  him  at  night  by  so  large  a  force,  was  evi- 
deatij  intended  to  cover  his  retreat  Th^  dam- 
age done  the  enemy  far  exceeded  our  losses. 

A«  this  was  the  first  time  most  of  the  men 
^re  under  fire,  great  credit  is  due  them  for  the 
f^rtinaciiy  with  which  tliey  dung  to  their  posi- 
^;)n,  and  rallied  when  broken.  There  were  some 
disgraceful  exceptions,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
tipOQ  a  fresh  field  they  will  show  themselves 
Worthy  soldiers. 

I  desire  to  express  my  grateful  acknowledge 
menu  to  Col.  £wing,  of  the  Kleventh  Kansas, 


Lieut -Col.  Bassett  and  Capt  Crawford,  of  the 
Second  Kansas,  and  Lieut  Stover,  commanding 
the  two  howitzers,  Capt  Rabb,  Coiiimandiiig  bat- 
tery, their  ofiicers  and  men,  for  their  valuable 
assistance,  courage,  and  zeal.  Due  credit  will 
doubtless  be  given  them  in  reports  from  their 
proper  commanders. 

I  cannot  be  too  earnest  in  my  commendations 
of  Col.  Bowen,  commanding  Thirteenth  Kansas, 
Major  Williams,  commanding  Tenth  Kansas,  and 
Lieut  Tenny,  commanding  First  Kansas  battery, 
all  of  my  own  brigade.  Their  daring  skill  and 
active  endeavors  in  the  rallying  and  management 
of  their  men,  amid  storms  of  bullets,  deserve  not 
only  honorable  mention,  but  a  place  upon  the  re- 
cord of  those  who  merit  promotiorL  Though  not 
immediately  under  my  personal  supervision,  I  am 
credibly  informed  that  Adjutant  Gallaher,  and  his 
handful  of  Cherokees,  did  noble  service  in  pro- 
tecting the  right  fiank  of  the  Tenth,  under  Capt 
Quigg.  The  accompanying  reports  from  regi- 
mental commanders,  will  give  the  names  of  those 
receiving  at  their  hands  special  mention.  The 
conduct  of  Lieut  'J^enny  and  his  battery,  was 
under  the  immediate  eye  of  the  General  Com- 
manding. Their  destructive  and  rapid  fire  has 
even  extorted  high  encomiums  from  the  enemy. 
I  desire  to  call  officially  the  attention  of  the 
General  to  the  condition  of  this  battery,  and 
would  respectfully  state  that  it  is  due  to  the 
valor,  skill,  and  patient  labor  of  Lieut  Tenny, 
that  the  proper  steps  be  taken  to  place  him  as  its 
captiin,  he  having  for  a  long  time  been  discharg- 
ing the  functions  of  that  office,  and  that  the  mer- 
itorious officers  under  him  be  promoted. 

To  my  adjutant,  Lieut  J.  K.  Hudson,  of  the 
Tenth  Kansas,  I  cannot  award  too  high  praise. 
He  was  my  only  aid,  and  was  everywhere  at 
duty^s  call,  carrying  orders,  cheering  and  rallying 
the  men.  His  worthy  qualities  in  camp,  as  well 
as  upon  the  field,  entitle  him  to  promotion. 

I  trust  that  the  merits  of  several  non-commis- 
sioned officers  and  privates,  will  not  hereafter  be 
overlooked  in  granting  commissions. 

Below  I  append  a  list  of  easualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Wm.  Week, 

Colonel  Commanding. 
REPORT  OF  LIECrriCNANT-COLONEL  BERTRAM. 

nRADQUARTIBS  TWBXTtKTH  RlOIMKNT  Wu.  VOLS..  ) 

Praisuk  Gbovb,  twklvb  milks  bouth  of  Vayittitillb,  A»K.,  V 

December  9, 1802.  ) 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
the  seventh  instant  after  being  ordered  by  you 
to  place  that  portion  of  the  First  brigade  under 
my  charge  into  position,  the  order  M-as  promptly 
executed  by  battery  L,  First  Missouri  light  artil- 
lery, supported  by  the  Twentieth  regiment  Wis- 
consin volunteers  advancing  across  the  creek. 
After  playing  the  battery  for  about  thirty  min- 
utes, doing  good  execution,  I  observed  the  ene- 
my's fire  to  slacken.  I  then  onlered  the  Twen- 
tieth Wisconsin  to  move  cautiously  forward. 
They  moved  across  the  field  about  five  hundred 
yards,  when  I  ordered  them  to  lie  down  under 
cover.    Receiving  information  that  a  heavy  force 
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wss  threatening  my  left  flank,  I  immediately 
changed  front  to  the  left,  the  Nineteenth  Iowa 
and  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  following  up  the  move- 
ment brought  up  in  echelon,  the  Twentieth  Wis- 
consin leading  on  the  right  After  the  execu- 
tion of  the  movement,  I  observed  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  supported  by  infantry,  trying  to  get 
into  position  in  my  front  I  immediately  ordered 
the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  to  charge  on  the  bat- 
tery, which  was  done  in  pliant  style,  Major  Starr 
leading.  After  taking  the  battery,  the  regiment 
advanced  under  a  heavy  fire  to  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  when  they  met  a  heavy  force  of  the  enemy's 
infantry,  some  four  or  five  regiments,  advancing, 
which  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  the  Twentieth 
Wisconsin,  and  obliged  them  to  fall  back,  which 
they  did  in  good  order,  destroying  what  they 
could  (while  falling  back)  of  the  battery  taken 
before;  the  Twentieth  fell  back  in  good  style 
across  an  open  field  to  a  fence,  where  they  re- 
formed and  remained  until  the  firing  ceased  for 
the  day.  The  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly, 
and  stood  the  fire  like  veterans.  I  regret  that 
the  loss  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  is  heavy. 
As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  ascertain,  it  amounts 
to  forty-nine  killed,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight 
wounded,  and  eight  missing. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  help  but  bring  to  your 
notice  the  gallant  behavior  of  Major  Starr,  in  im- 
mediate command  of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin, 
as  also  Adjt  Morris,  of  the  Twentieth,  for  the 
cool  and  prompt  manner  in  which  he  executed 
my  orders.  Capt  Backho^  of  the  battery,  be- 
haved nobly,  and  his  battery  did  good  execution, 
although  exposed  for  a  time  to  a  heavy  fire  of  the 
enemy's  infantry.  Its  loss  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  it  can  be 
made  out 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant, 

Henrt  Bertrak, 

lient-CoL  Trentleth  Wis.  Tolf.,  Ck>miiuu)diiig  portion  Fint 
Brigade,  Third  Divlfllon,  Army  of  the  FronUer. 

MAJOR  KENT'S  REPORT. 

HsiDQUABTnS  NiKKTKKXTH  loWA  TOLUHmRS,  ) 

Camp  Pbaiub  Gbots,  December  10, 1802.     f 

To  Colonel  William  Orme,  Commanding  Second 

Brigade^  Third  Division^  Army  of  Frontier: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  the 

part  that  the  Nineteenth  regiment  took  in  the 

Ute  battle  of  the  seventh  instant 

The  Nineteenth  regiment,  five  hundred  strong, 
was  ordered  into  line  of  battle  at  twelve  o^clock  m., 
Lieut -Col.  McFarland  commanding.  Bv  order 
of  Col.  Orme  three  companies  were  detacQed  and 
deployed  as  skirmishers.  The  companies  were 
A,  B,  and  C,  and  owing  to  the  circumstances 
Lieut.  Root,  the  acting  adjutant  of  the  regiment, 
was  ordered  to  take  command,  which  was  done, 
the  skirmishers  advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  to 
a  corn-field  on  the  right  of  Co.  £,  First  Missouri 
regiment  artillery,  and  were  ordered  to  hold  it  at 
all  hazards,  which  was  done  until  ordered  to  fall 
back  and  form  in  line  of  battle.  The  regiment 
was  then  ordered  to  advance  to  the  left  of  the 
white  house  on  the  hill  to  support  the  Twen- 


tieth Wisconsin,  which  wag  hotly  engaged.  The 
Nineteenth,  led  by  Lieut -Colonel  McFarland,  ad- 
vanced up  the  hill  steady  and  across  the  orchard 
back  of  the  house  where  the  Twentieth  Wiscon- 
sin gave  way — the  Nineteenth  still  advancing  to 
the  fences  adjoining  the  woods  when  the  enemy 
who  lay  concealed  arose  to  their  feet,  three  regi- 
ments deep,  pouring  a  destructive  fire  on  us  from 
three  sides,  which  caused  the  regiment  to  waver 
and  fall  back  to  the  battery  on  the  left  of  the 
road  leading  up  the  hill.  Lieut-Col.  McFarland 
here  fell  shot  through  the  body.  I  then  took 
command  and  rallied  what  was  left  of  tlie  regi- 
ment, as  the  regiment  met  with  a  severe  loss  in 
the  charge.  I  then  left  the  men  that  I  had  rallied 
in  charge  of  Capt  Roderick,  of  Co.  K,  and  went 
to  rally  some  scattered  troops,  when  Col.  Orme 
rode  up  and  ordered  Capt  Roderick  to  fall  in  and 
rally  with  the  Ninety-fourth  Dlinois,  which  he  did, 
led  by  Col.  Orme  in  person,  driving  the  enemy 
back  with  great  slaughter  and  held  their  position 
until  order^  to  fall  back  and  re-form.  In  the  re- 
treat of  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  the  oolor-bearer 
was  shot,  letting  fall  the  colors,  when  the  enemy 
made  a  desperate  effort  to  get  it,  but  a  portion  of 
the  Nineteenth  rallied,  and  getting  possession  of 
it,  carried  it  off  the  field  with  them. 

In  making  out  this  report  it  is  with  pleasure  T 
can  say  the  officers  and  men  behaved  nobly  and 
fought  desperately,  as  if  the  fate  of  the  battle  de- 
pended on  them  alone.  I  will  mention  especially 
Capt  Roderick,  of  Co.  E,  whom  I  left  in  charps 
of  some  scattered  troops,  also  Capt  Richmond, 
of  Co.  H,  and  Capt.  Taylor,  of  Co.  G ;  also  Lieut 
Brooks,  of  Co.  I,  who  brought  the  colors  off  the 
field,  and  in  doing  so  was  badly  wounded.  Others 
are  equally  meritorious,  but  are  too  numerous  to 
mention  at  present 

The  report  of  the  detachment  of  skirmishers  I 
give  to  you  as  received. 

To  Major  Kent,  Commanding  2fineteenth  lUgi- 

ment  Iowa  Volunteers : 

Sir  :  Having  been  ordered  to  take  command  of 
the  three  companies  of  skirmishers  on  the  seventh, 
the  day  of  battle,  I  advanced  them  to  the  right  of 
battery  E,  of  the  First  Missouri,  where  the  right 
wing,  under  Capt  Bruce,  was  attacked  by  a  supe- 
rior force  of  the  enemy,  but  a  few  well-directed 
shots  drove  them  back.  I  would  here  notice  the 
bravery  of  Capt  Bruce  and  the  men  under  himu 
After  advancing  up  near  the  wood  the  enemy 
came  out  of  cover  showing  a  heavy  body  of  in- 
fantry and  two  battalions  of  cavalry.  They  met 
with  a  warm  reception  fVom  the  right  under  Capt 
Bruce,  which  made  them  scatter.  At  this  time  I 
got  an  order  from  CoL  Orme  to  fall  back  to  the 
corn-field  so  as  to  let  the  batteries  shell  the  woodis 
w{iich  was  done  in  good  order  and  held  until  or- 
dered to  join  the  regiment  K  Root, 

lieatenant  OommandlnK  SUrnAAtnx 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  I  was  ordered 
into  line  at  six  o'clock,  and  advanced  across  the 
creek  and  formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  advancevl 
up  through  the  timber  on  the  left  <k  the  Tvrentieihi 
Wisconsin.    I  was  then  ordered  to  occupy  th^ 
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fooe  eut  of  the  house,  which  I  did,  crossing 
part  of  the  ground  that  was  fought  over  the  day 
before.  I  occupied  the  position  until  ordered  to 
M  bick,  so  as  to  let  both  sides  have  a  chance 
to  collect  their  dead.  I  selected  an  advantageous 
piece  of  ground,  and  occupied  it  until  ordered 
into  camp. 

Below  is  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
miising  of  the  Nineteenth  regiment : 

KILLED. 

Commissioned  offioers, 8 

Enlisted  men, 42 

wouin>ED. 

Commissioned  officers,  • 6 

Enlisted  men, 140 

MiisiDg, 8 

Total  aggregate, 198 

I  remain  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  Kbnt, 

Major  Commmadlng  NlneteenUi  BeslmenL 

To  CoL  Wm.  W.  Obmb, 

Oom'g  fiecood  Brigade  Tbbd  Dlrliloa  Armj  of  Vronaer. 
6EKKRAL   HEaB02l*8  LKFTRR. 

The  following  letter  from  General  Herron  to  a 
gratleman  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  gives  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  the  battle : 

HukwiFAimi  TBiHO  Drrnioir  Armt  of  tbx  Fnoarrun,  1 
CuiP  PxAiKU  QwOTK^  December  15,  ISfHi,  ) 

Tou  have  undoubtedly  received  ere  this  pretty 
fell  particulars  of  the  fight  at  this  place  on  Sun- 
^J  last  I  left  Wilson's  Creek  to  help  Blunt, 
^<  the  rebels  were  pressing  him  hard,  and  had 
inarched  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  in  three 
<iays,  with  the  entire  baggage  and  commissary- 
^in.  This  you  wiU  see  at  a  glance  was  a  tre- 
BhrndoQs  matter ;  but  I  told  the  boys  there  was 
A  £^t  00  hand,  and  that  we  must  get  there,  or 
ircak  a  wheel  On  Sunday  morning  at  three 
o*ciock  we  reached  Fayetteville,  and  after  one 
^*s  rest  pushed  on. 

General  Blunt  had  kept  up  communication 
^th  me  until  Saturday  night,  at  which  time  the 
eoemy  forced  his  pickets  back,  and  by  making  a 
idct  in  front,  withdrew  his  attention,  and  threw 
tbcir  whole  force,  twenty-five  thousand,  in  be- 
tween OS.  On  the  Saturday  before,  I  had  sent 
tl  my  cavalry,  three  thousand  in  number,  to  re- 
(t^force  Blunt;  having  nothing  therefore  with  me 
^nit  infantry  and  artillery.  I  had  necessarily  to 
ieare  considerable  behind,  to  keep  my  line  open, 
^'^  keep  a  heavy  guard  on  my  train  of  four  hun- 
^^  wagons,  so  that  I  had  left  but  four  thousand 
trailable  men.     A  more  beautiful  morning  or  a 

fuider  sunrise  than  that  of  December  seventh 
nerer  beheld.  We  had  marched  about  seven 
&-es  south-west  of  Fayetteville,  when  musketry 
^u  heard  in  the  distance,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  Arkansas  cavalry  came  dashing  back  in  great 
<^^^order.  The  enemy^s  advance  had  atti^ked 
^«n.  It  took  half  an  hour  to  get  them  rallied 
to<l  fonn  a  battery  and  two  regiments  of  infantry 
^'  protection,  when  I  again  commenced  an  ad- 
vance.   For  four  miles  we  fought  their  cavalry. 


driving  them  back  to  niinois  Creek,  where  I  found 
their  whole  force  strongly  posted  on  a  long  ridge, 
with  magnificent  positions  for  batteries.  For  one 
mile  in  fit>nt  it  was  clear  ground,  and  my  road 
lay  right  in  the  centre  of  their  Une.  From  a 
prisoner  taken  I  learned  that  Uindman  was  on 
the  ridge  with  his  whole  force,  and  intended  to 
whip  me  out  before  Blunt  could  get  up ;  in  other 
wortls,  to  take  us  one  at  a  time.  The  case  look- 
ed tough,  with  Blunt  ten  miles  away,  and  twenty- 
five  thousand  men  between  us ;  but  I  saw  at  a 
glance  there  were  just  two  things  that  could  be 
done,  namely,  fight  them  without  delay,  and  de- 
pend on  the  chance  of  Blunt*s  hearing  me  and 
coming  up,  or  retreat  and  lose  my  whole  train. 
It  required  no  time  to  make  a  decision;  and 
sending  back  for  the  Second  division  to  close  up, 
I  took  a  look  over  the  ground.  At  the  regular 
crossing  of  the  creek,  I  ordered  two  guns  over  to 
feel  itie  enemy's  position  ;  but  having  felt  rather 
too  hard,  they  opened  on  us  with  two  full  bat- 
teries. Myself  and  staff  made  a  very  narrow 
escape  here,  as  we  were  standing  by  the  side  of 
our  pieces  when  they  directed  the  fire  of  all 
their  guns  on  us.  For  about  ten  minutes  the 
solid  shot  and  shell  flew  thick,  several  passing 
within  a  foot  of  me.  I  withdrew  my  pieces  from 
this  position,  satisfied  we  couldn't  cross  at  that 
place.  There  was  a  place  further  down  the 
creek  that  I  found  we  could  cross,  but  it  required 
a  road  cut  through  the  timber  to  get  at  it  This 
was  quickly  done,  and  getting  one  full  battery 
over  and  divided,  posting  three  pieces  in  each  of 
two  places,  so  as  to  make  them  believe  it  was 
two  batteries,  I  sent  orders  for  the  other  three 
batteries  with  the  infantry  to  cross  the  creek  as 
soon  as  the  first  battery  opened  fire.  At  ten 
o'clock  all  was  ready,  and  I  gave  the  order  to 
open.  Of  course  the  enemy  directed  their  firing 
at  the  battery  in  position,  and  before  they  could 
change  any  of  their  pieces,  I  had  fourteen  guns 
more  across  the  creek,  and  hard  at  work.  Under 
cover  of  these  guns  I  crossed  all  the  infantry, 
and  thus  form^  my  line  of  battle  in  the  midst 
of  a  terrific  artillery-fire.  The  firing  on  our  side 
was  el^ant,  both  for  rapidity  and  accuracy,  and 
excelled  any  thing  I  had  ever  witnessed.  Seeing 
that  all  was  w^orking  wqII,  I  commenced  advanc- 
ing the  batteries  toward  the  enemy's  lines,  fol- 
lowing up  close  with  the  infantry.  Our  skii^ 
mishers  soon  became  engaged  with  those  of  the 
enemy,  and  indeed  in  but  very  few  minutes  the 
whole  left  wing  was  engaged. 

The  enemy  then  commenced  moving  hislroops 
firom  right  on  to  my  left,  to  force  my  position. 
There  was  but  one  thing  to  do ;  and  sending  for- 
ward, I  ordered  the  Nineteenth  Iowa  and  Twen- 
tieth Wisconsin  to  charge.  It  was  a  glorious 
sight,  and  witnessed  by  me  just  as  plain  as  I 
could  see  a  company  manuoeuvre  in  the  street, 
while  standing  on  the  sidewalk.  They  charged 
up  a  hill,  capturing  a  battery  of  four  guns  on  the 
crest,  and  driving  the  rebels  a  thousand  yards, 
but  were  unable  to  hold  the  ground,  and  were  in 
turn  driven  back.  These  two  regiments  lost 
fifty  men  each  killed  in  this  charge.     The  fight- 
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ing  was  desperate  beyond  description.  Having 
driven  our  men  from  the  hill,  the  enemy  tried  to 
charge  our  batteries,  coming  up  to  within  two 
hundred  yards  of  them,  but  they  couldn't  face 
the  music.  Such  firing  as  Foust's  and  Backofs 
euns  put  in  just  then  could  not  be  withstood, 
and  they  broke,  our  men  pouring  volley  after 
volley  of  musketry  into  them  while  retreating. 
Our  loss  diirine  this  fighting  w&s  heavy,  but 
theirs  was  awful.  Again  the  enemy  commenced 
massing  troops  on  my  left,  to  drive  me  back,  and 
I  saw  the  charge  must  be  repeated.  I  ordered 
Col.  Houston,  commanding  Second  division,  to 
take  the  Twentieth  Indiana  and  Thirty-seventh 
Illinois,  and  try  them  again,  which  he  did,  lead- 
ing the  troops  in  person.  It  was  a  repetition  of 
'the  first  desperate  charge. 

Time  moved  on,  and  soon  it  was  three  o'clock, 
yet  no  word  of  Blunt  My  small  force  was  all 
engaged,  and  badly  cut  up.  Hold  out  till  night 
we  must,  and  so  I  told  the  oflBcers. 

Just  at  four  o'clock  a  battery  opened  on  my 
extreme  right,  and  the  shell  fix)m  it  went  into 
the  ranks  of  my  skirmishers.  A  second  shell 
lodged  in  the  same  place.  It  seemed  to  be  the 
enemy's  guns,  and  our  case  looked  tough.  Tak- 
ing Captain  Clarke,  I  went  out  to  examine  it  my- 
self^ and  found  about  one  mile  from  my  right 
wing  the  advance  of  Blunt  coming  up.  Sending 
word  to  him  of  the  enemy's  position,  I  kept  up 
the  fight  on  my  left  until  darkness  closed  upon 
us. 

We  had  advanced  from  our  position  in  the 
morning  about  a  thousand  yards,  and  occupied  a 
portion  of  the  enemy's  line.  Resting  on  our 
arms  in  the  very  face  of  an  enemy,  we  distributed 
ammunition,  and  prepared  to  finish  the  job  next 
morning,  but  the  bird  had  floiitm.  '  Under  cover 
of  night  they  had  wrapped  the  wheels  of  their 
artillery  in  blankets,  and  had  escaped  over  Bos- 
ton Mountain.  The  field  was  ours,  and  such 
cheering  you  never  heard.  But  many  a  brave 
soldier  had  paid  for  the  victory  with  his  life. 
One  thousand  of  our  men  lay  dead  and  wounded 
on  the  field,  while  twenty-five  hundred  of  the 
enemy  lay  at  their  side.  It  was  a  bloody,  des- 
perate fight,  and  for  the  number  of  troops  en- 
gaged on  my  side,  the  loss  was  heavy.  Of  my 
command,  the  Second  and  Third  divisions,  the 
loss  was  nine  officers  killed,  thirty-three  wound- 
ed, and  seven  missing,  and  eight  hundred  and 
forty-three  men  killed  and  wounded.  This  out 
of  fo^r  thousand  men  engaged. 

Gen.  Blunt' s  division  was  about  five  thousand 
strong  in  the  fight,  and  his  loss  one  hundred  and 
fifty  killed  and  wounded.  The  total  Federal  loss 
will  be  about  one  thousand.  The  loss  of  the 
enemy  is  terrific.  After  their  burial-parties  had 
been  on  the  ground  for  three  days,  we  had  to 
turn  in  and  bury  two  hundred  for  them.  The 
country  for  twenty-five  miles  around  is  full  of 
their  wounded. 

We  have  as  captures  four  caissons  full  of  am- 
munition, and  about  three  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  Hindman  had  prepared  himself  and  risked 
all  on  this  fight.     His  movements  were  shrewdly 


managed,  and  nothing  but  desperate  hard  fight- 
ing ever  carried  us  through. 

The  soldiers  comprising  my  two  dirisions  ar« 
invincible.  Better  men  never  went  upon  the 
field.  But  it  is  with  a  sad  heart  that  I  look 
upon  the  long  rows  of  graves  where  lie  mv  gal- 
lant soldiers  who  have  died,  victims  of  this  ac- 
cursed rebellion.  May  the  authors  of  it  hare  a 
hot  place  in  helL 

The  boys  are  all  well,  and  did  nobly.  I' think 
my  staff  is  just  about  as  near  right  as  you  find 
them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  fiiend,  etc, 

F.  J.  Herboh. 

MISSOURI  "DEMOCRAT"  ACCOUNT. 

Armt  or  THE  Froktier,  ih  Camp  at  Rhva's  Hnxs,  [ 
Arkaxsas,  December  10,  ISaS.  f 

Editors  MisMuri  Democrat : 

Ere  now  you  will,  no  doubt,  have  received  and 
published  brief  telegraphic  despatches  furnishing 
some  inklings  of  the  desperate  battle  fought  near 
here  three  days  ago  (on  Sunday,  December  sev- 
enth) which  resulted  in  another  decisive  victory 
for  the  Federal  arms  I  As  not  less  than  thirty- 
five  thousand  men  and  seventy  pieces  of  cannon 
were  engaged  in  this  hard-fought  battle,  which 
commenced  early  in  the  day,  and  was  terminated 
only  by  the  coming  on  of  night — a  more  full  ac- 
count of  it  will  probably  be  looked  for  by  your 
readers.  It  is  confidently  believed  that,  in  the 
important  results  to  flow  from  it  to  the  Union 
cause,  if  not  in  the  obstinacy  and  desperation  of 
the  conflict  on  the  part  of  the  rebel  army,  and  the 
gallant  and  successful  daring  of  the  Union  forces 
in  driving  it  back,  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  will 
take  no  secondary  rank,  as  compared  with  that 
of  either  Wilson^s  Creek  or  Pea  Ridge ;  in  fact, 
that  history  will  record  it  as  the  battle,  thus  £&r, 
in  the  war  of  the  rebellion,  west  and  north  of  the 
Mississippi  and  Arkansas  Rivers,  in  its  effecH 
upon  that  whole  section  of  the  Union.  Close 
upon  the  heels  of  the  battles  of  Wilson's  Cn'ek 
and  Pea  Ridge,  the  Federal  armies  fell  back  torn 
the  fields  of  those  actions.  Now,  the  army  of  the 
frontier,  under  the  command  of  General  Blunt, 
holds  its  position  further  south  than  any  other 
has  penetrated  the  enemy*s  country  in  this  re- 
gion, and  is  expected  to  advance  upon  the  fee 
with  as  little  delay  as  may  be  practicable. 

The  brilliant  victory  of  Cane  Hill,  by  which, 
as  you  are  aware.  Gen.  Blunt' s  command  drore 
Marmaduke's  forces  fi*om  that  strong  position  and 
across  the  Boston  Mountains,  occurred  on  the 
twenty-eighth  of  November.  From  that  day  the 
Second  and  Third  brigades  of  the  Kansas  dirisiori 
occupied  Cane  Hill,  eighteen  miles  south-west  of 
Fayetteville,  the  First  brigade  (Gen.  Salomon  >v 
being  left  eight  miles  back  north  (at  this  point  i 
to  protect  the  large  subsistence  trains  that  hai^ 
recently  come  in  from  Fort  Scott  For  a  few  ihyi 
imn^ediately  following  the  Cane  Hill  victorv,  ij 
was  perhaps  as  **  quiet'^  there  as  the  telegrapht  j 
despatehes  have  been  in  the  habit  of  reporting  ixl 
usually,  '*  along  the  Potomac^"  dtiring  some  cigl^ 
teen  months  past 
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Bat  it  ms  a  qaiet  to  be  of  Toiy  brief  duration 
bsre.    On  the  second  of  December  Gen.  Blunt 
received  information  of  a  character  to  leave  no 
doubt  upon  the  subiect  that  the  united  rebel 
forces  in  Western  Arkansas,  at  least  twenty-five 
thousand  strong,  under  the  command  of  Hind- 
man,  a  Muor-General  in  their  service— with  Mar- 
maduke,  Pareons,  Roane,  Frost,  Shoup,  Fagan, 
and  others  as  brigadiers — ^were  preparing  to  march 
upon  him  from  a  point  midway  between  Van 
Buren  and  Cane  Hill,  and  that  they  might  be 
looked  for  at  any  day ;  the  distance  from  their 
position  to  the  latter  point  being  not  to  exceed 
twenty  miles.    Determining  at  once  to  hold  Cane 
Hill,  unless  driven  from  it  by  an  overwhelming 
force,  General  Blunt  immediately  sent  despatches 
ibr  the  Second  and  Third  divisions  of  the  army 
of  the  frontier — ^whicb  he  had  been  advised  by 
Geir  Scbofield  were  placed  at  his  command — to 
march  with  the  least  possible  delay  for  Cane  Hill. 
Those  two  divisions  were  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Sprii^eld,  Ma,  from  one  hundred  and  thirty  to 
ooe  hundred  and  forty  miles  away.    Qen.  Totten, 
commanding  one  of  them,  was  absent  in  St  Louis ; 
u  vas  also  Gen.  Schofield,  the  latter  sick.     The 
command  of  both  divisions  fell  thereby  on  Qen. 
HeiTon,  who,  with  a  true  soldier's  promptitude 
that  does  him  honor,  made  his  arrangements  to 
march  at  once,  and  join  the  First  (Kansas)  divi- 
sion at  Gane  Hill.     At  noon  on  Wednesday,  the 
third,  he  commenced  his  long  march,  one  that 
must,  necessarily,  even  if  the  weather  and  roads 
remained  good,  occupy  several  days,  (perhaps  a 
week,  if  it  rained)  to  perform ;  but  he  had  assured 
Gen.  Blunt  that  he  should  lose  no  time  on  the 
road,  and  that  he  would  keep  him  advised,  from 
dajr  to  day,  of  his  progress.     He  nobly  kept  his 
word. 

Some  time  during  the  night  between  the  fourth 
and  fifth,  word  came  to  Gen.  Blunt  that  the  ene- 
my—still some  dozen  or  fifteen  miles  off—were 
approaching  Cane  Uill  by  the  mountain  road,  over 
which,  less  than  a  week  before,  Marmaduke  had 
b^en  driven  fit>m  it  A  small  force  was  sent  some 
miles  into  the  mountains  to  hold  them  in  check. 
£arlf  the  next  morning  the  entire  command  took 
portion  upon  the  strong  points  in  the  southern 
part  of  the  town,  which  control  the  approach  into 
it  from  the  south.  Waiting  there  several  hours, 
00  enemy  came.  On  the  morning  of  December 
Mxth  the  same  ceremony  was  gone  through,  with 
a  similar  result.  Again  on  the  seventh  it  was  re- 
peated, news  having  come  that  the  enemy  was 
actually  on  the  roarch^  and  their  advance  but  a 
few  miles  oSl  All  this  time  detachments  had  been 
sent  out,  of  course,  some  miles  to  the  east  and 
soath-east  to  watch  the  Cove  Creek,  Van  Buren 
and  other  roads  leading  toward  Fayetteville,  and 
^  that  the  enemy  did  not  pass  up  on  one  of  them. 
Daring  the  night,  between  the  sixth  and  seventh, 
^me  two  thousand  of  Herron*s  cavalry  reached 
Cane  Hill,  with  intelligence  that  he  himself  had 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Fayetteville — only 
Kome  twenty  miles  off — ^vrith  the  remainder  of  his 
command.  While,  on  the  seventh,  between  nine 
and  ten  o'clock,  stall  occupying  Cane  Hill  with 


the  Second  and  Third  brigades  of  the  Kansas 
division,  word  came  to  Gen.  Blunt  from  the  officer 
in  command  of  a  detachment  sent  to  watch  one 
of  the  roads  to  the  east  of  the  town,  that  the  ene- 
my, ten  thousand  strong,  had  managed  somehow 
to  slip  by  him — and  were  on  their  way  north  f 
How  such  a  thing  could  have  occurred  with  any 
thing  like  due  precaution  and  vigilance  on  the 
part  of  the  officer  referred  to,  is  something  yerj 
extraordinary ;  yet,  happen  it  did.  Possibly  some 
explanation,  with  at  least  a  show  of  reason  in  it, 
may  be  offered  in  regard  to  this  matter ;  and  for 
the  present  therefore,  I  forbear  further  comment 
upon  .it ;  but  it  would  seem  to  have  been  a  piece 
of  neglect  which,  in  a  time  of  war,  and  in  the 
heart  of  an  enemy^s  country,  when  a  single  mis- 
movement  may  be  productive  of  disastrous  re- 
sults, as  to  be  almost  unpardonable. 

Of  course  the  receipt  of  the  intelligence  just  re- 
ferred to,  produced  a  prompt  change  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  day.  The  Second  and  Third  bri- 
gades of  the  First  division  at  once  faced  north, 
and  proceeded  by  a  rapid  march  in  pursuit  of  the 
rebel  force. 

Under  this  new  state  of  affairs,  two  things  were 
to  be  considered.  The  enemy  might  move  first 
upon  Rhea's  Mills— eight  miles  0%  and  a  little* to 
the  west  of  north  from  Cane  Hill — for  the  purpose 
of  destroying  the  large  train  there,  of  some  three 
or  four  hundred  wagons;  or  he  might  proceed 
directly  up  the  Fayetteville  road — on  which  Her- 
ron  was  undoubtedly  approaching  in  a  south- 
westerly direction,  and  not  \ery  far  off— with  the 
view  of  crushing  or  crippling  his  command  first, 
and  then  turning  upon  the  First  division.  Such 
turned  out  to  have  been  his  plan. 

Gen.  Blunt  determined  to  make  sure  the  safety 
of  the  train— to  do  which  would  increase  the 
march  but  a  few  miles — and  then  move  rapidly 
to  the  right,  to  Herron's  relief^  if  necessary. 
Rhea's  Mills  is  at  the  eastern  extremity  of  a  beau- 
tiful, undulating  and  cultivated  prairie— dotted 
by  fine  farms  and  patches  of  woods,  of  about 
eight  miles  long  from  east  to  west,  by  an  average 
width  of  perhaps  two  miles.  Near  the  eastern 
extremity  of  this  valley  Gen.  Herron  came  out, 
on  the  mountain  road,  from  Fayetteville  in  his 
march  to  Cane  Hill ;  and  it  was  in  that  neighbor- 
hood that  he  met  the  advance  of  Hindman's  forces 
early  in  tho  day.  Between  eleven  and  twelve 
o'clock  the  engagement  between  them  became 
serious — to  last  until  nightfall. 

At  about  one  o'clock,  and  soon  afler  reaching 
Rhea's  Mills,  General  Blunt  became  aware  that  a 
battie  was  goiag  on,  and  starting  immediately 
with  his  command  for  the  scene  of  action,  ob- 
tained the  first  knowledge  of  the  enemy's  extreme 
left  being  immediately  in  his  front,  at  about  two 
o'clock.  They  occupied  the  woods  on  tlie  south 
side  of  the  prairie,  from' the  house  of  one  Branch 
on  the  west,  to  the  Prairie  Grove  church  on  the 
east,  a  distance  of  some  three  miles,  and  had  re- 
ceived since  the  commencement  of  the  fight  with 
Herron,  large  accessions  to  their  forces,  thus  num- 
bering with  those  before  on  the  ground,  n6t  less 
than  twenty-five  thousand  men.    Of  cannon,  they 
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hftd  twenty  or  more  pieces,  as  was  subsequently 
ascertained ;  and  their  infantry  were  well  armed 
— ^all  of  as  well  as  our  own — with  Enfield  rifles 
and  muskets.  There  has  been  heretofore,  un- 
questionably, much  misapprehension  upon  the 
subject  of  the  arming  of  the  rebel  forces.  .  The 
great  body  of  Hindman*s  army  has  been  furnished, 
from  some  source  or  other,  with  arms  of  an  ex- 
cellent quality.  About  that  there  can  be  no  fur- 
ther doubt 

On  arriving  upon  the  field,  Gen.  Blunt  at  once 
placed  his  batteries  in  the  most  available  positions 
m  the  prairie — considerably  depressed,  however, 
below  the  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy — and 
the  action  soon  became  general  along  the  whole 
line.  The  booming  fi-om  some  seventy  pieces  of 
cannon,  at  the  same  time,  was  indeed  a  ^*  thunder 
of  artillery"  that  was  most  sublime. 

Never  was  there  a  more  charming  day  for  such 
a  scene.  The  sun  shone  out  bristly,  and  the 
air  was  as  warm  as  in  early  summer.  The  morn- 
ing had  been  lovely  beyond  belief  for  so  late  a 
day  in  the  season  as  the  seventh  of  December ; 
but  such  is  the  character  of  the  climate  of  this 
region.  For  ten  days  past,  while  the  nights  have 
been  cold,  every  day  here  has  been  all  that  the 
most  fastidious  could  desire. 

But  to  return  to  the  battle— it  was  not  one  con- 
fined solely  to  the  artillery,  by  any  means,  though 
that  arm  played  a  prominent  part  in  it,  and  did, 
perhaps,  most  damage  to  the  enemy.  His  infant- 
ry force  was  more  than  double,  if  not  treble  ours, 
vet  the  latter  met  them  face  to  face,  for  hour  afler 
hour,  in  a  most  desperate  coiiflict,  during  all  of 
which  time  the  discharge  of  musketry  was  one 
incessant  roar.  On  the  morning  after  the  battle, 
in  quite  a  small  orchard  by  the  side  of  a  house, 
over  forty  of  our  dead  were  counted,  while  close 
at  hand,  in  a  comer  of  the  lot,  some  sixty  of  the 
enemy  lay  gathered  up  in  a  rail-pen,  and  all 
around  the  orchard,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
dead  bodies  might  be  seen.  The  woods,  indeed, 
were  strewn  with  them  for  a  distance  of  two  and 
a  half  or  three  miles  one  way,  by  perhaps  one 
and  a  half  the  other.  The  trees  themselves  are 
torn  and  scarred,  by  both  cannon  and  musket- 
balls,  within  those  limits,  to  a  far  greater  extent 
than  they  were  at  Pea  Ridge.  Such  is  the  state- 
ment of  Gen.  Herron  himself;  and  it  was  at  Pea 
Ridge,  as  will  be  remembered,  that,  wounded  and 
taken  a  prisoner,  he  won  the  laurels  that  made 
him  a  brigadier.  A  most  gallant  soldier,  and  a 
true  gentleman,  he  is  worthy  of  every  honor. 

Allusion  IS  made  above  to  the  many  dead  found 
in  and  around  a  small  orchard  in  Herron's  front 
It  was  there  that  the  Twentieth  Wisconsin  regi- 
ment, having  charged  into  the  woods,  enoountered 
the  enemy,  and  fought  them  hand  to  hand.  Be- 
side this  regiment,  Herron  had  with  him  four 
others  that  participated  actively  in  the  battle,  and 
all,  I  believe,  suffered  severely,  to  wit,  the  Nine- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Iowa,  the  Twenty-sixth 
Indiana,  and  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois.  Of  the 
Twentieth  Wisconsin,  forty-nine,  I  learn,  were 
killed,  and  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  one  hundred 
And  ninety-seven  killed  and  wounded.    What  the 


casualties  may  have  been  in  the  other  regimeDts 
named,  I  am  not  informed.  The  reports  soon  to 
be  made  will  give  the  facts.  Among  the  killed 
in  Gen.  Herron's  command  is  Lieut -Col  McFar- 
land,  of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  and  Major  Bredett, 
of  the  Seventh  Missouri  ;t  and  among  the  badly 
wounded.  Col.  Black,  of  the  Thi^^r-seventh  llli- 
nois,  Major  Thompson,  of  the  Twentieth  loira, 
and  Lieut  De  la  Hunt,  of  the  Twenty-sixth  In- 
diana. Some  thirty  of  the  line-ofBcers  of  that 
division  are  said  to  nave  been  wounded. 

Gonung  upon  the  field  later  in  the  day,  the 
casualties  in  the  right  wing  or  First  dirision  of 
the  army,  are,  perhaps,  less  than  in  the  other- 
hut  still  very  numerous.  Three  only  of  the  in- 
fantry regiments,  the  Tenth,  Eleventh,  and  Thir- 
teenth Kansas,  and  one  of  cavalry  (dismounted 
and  acting  as  infantry)  the  Second  Kansas,  of  the 
First  division,  were  involved  in  the  conflict  upon 
the  field  of  battle  proper;  and  idl  fought  with 
the  most  determined  bravery  until  night  came  on, 
though 'their  comrades  were  constantly  foiling 
around  them.  Of  the  Tenth  Kansas,  which  went 
into  the  action  less  than  three  hundred  and  fifty 
strong — ^several  of  its  companies  being  al^ent  on 
other  duties — seven,^  I  learn,  are  killed,  sixty-six 
wounded,  and  eleven  missing.  The  gallant  Major 
Williams,  who  conunanded  this  regiment,  had  his 
horse  shot  under  him. 

The  chivalric  Gapt  A.  P.  Russell,  of  the  Second 
Kansas — who  had  passed  through  a  dozen  hard 
fights  before— received  a  very  b^  wound  in  the 
breast,  of  which  he  has  since  died.  The  Elev- 
enth and  Thirteenth  Kansas  both  hare  long  list; 
of  casualties,  though  what  they  are  precisely  1 
have  not  learned.  I  hear  the  conduct  of  Colond 
Ewing  and  Lieut -Gol.  Moonlight,  of  the  former, 
and  GoL  Bowen,  of  the  latter,  spoken  of  in  high 
terms  for  their  gallantry  in  the  engagement 

All  four  of  the  Kansas  regiments  above  named, 
under  the  head  of  their  brigade  comnuinders, 
Golonels  Weer  and  Gloud — ^both  soldiers  of  the 
true  stamp — ^penetrated  the  woods  where  the  ene- 
my lay  concealed,  and  fought  them  there  for  two 
hours  or  more,  upon  the  ground  of  theur  own 
choosing.  Against  those  four  regiments,  as  has 
since  been  satisfactorily  ascertained  frx>m  some  of 
their  own  wounded,  were  arrayed  three  brigades 
of  the  enemy.  When  our  men  entered  the  woods 
they  rose,  apparently  by  myriads,  from  every 
hollow  and  ravine,  but  only  to  be  met  by  the 
most  obstinate  resistance.  The  musketry  fire 
there,  as  already  stated,  was  a  continuous  roar, 
for  at  least  two  hours,  like  the  rattling  of  thun- 
der in  a  terrible  storm — the  bellowing  of  the  can- 
non, even,  being  drowned  by  it,  to  those  who 
were  nearer  to  the  former  than  the  latter. 

In  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  commanding 
officer  of  the  Federal  army  in  this  hard-fought 
battle,  (Gen.  Blunt,)  it  need  hardly  be  said,  of 
course,  that  he  was,  where  he  always  is,  in  the 
very  thickest  of  the  fight,  when  his  presence  is 
at  all  needed.  His  first  act,  as  previously  stated, 
on  reaching  the  field,  was  to  place  his  artillery, 
passing  a  long  distance  in  fit>nt  of  the  enemy, 
nearly  up  to  Herron*8  command,  to  do  so  at  the 


DOOUMENTa 


73 


most  suiteUe  points,  ag  well  as  to  oommamcato 
vith  that  officer.  Then  Rabb's  and  Tenny*8 
aod  Hopkins's  batteries — the  latter  captured  at 
Old  Fort  Wayne — soon  opened  a  terrible  and  de- 
stnictive  &n  upon  the  foe,  and  drove  him  back 
into  the  woods  at  erery  point  where  he  had  come 
out  from  beneath  its  cover.  Some  of  the  little 
howitzers,  too,  soon  joined  in  the  chorus  of  the 
cuDOD,  vid  the  enemy  danced  to  it  in  a  most 
IlTdj  manner — back  from  the  front  I  When, 
sohseqoently,  our  i^&ntry  were  about  entering 
the  woods,  Gen.  Blunt  with  his  staff  rode  up  to 
the  crest  of  the  hiU,  near  the  house  of  one  Mor- 
ton, to  obserre  as  fiv  as  was  practicable  what 
vu  going  on,  and  to  direct  any  movement  that 
migbt  be  necessary.  Two  of  the  Kansas  regi- 
ments were  lying  flat  upon  their  stomachs,  just 
within  the  edge  of  the  wood,  at  the  hill-top,  pre- 
pared to  give  the  enemy  a  hot  reception  so  soon 
as  they  skould  come  within  reach.  Just  then 
their  tire  came  rattling  over  the  prostrate  men, 
as  if  delivered,  apparently,  for  the  special  behefit 
of  Geo.  Blunt  and  staff;  and  such  undoubtedly 
vas  the  &ctl  Nobody  was  hit;  but  the  sharp 
catting  of  the  twigs  overhead,  and  barking  of  the 
trees  dose  at  hand,  makes  the  e8Ciq>e  seem  mira- 
colooSb 

Major-General  Hindman,  it  appears,  had  been 
i»mng  Utely  another  of  his  chaz«cteristic  orders 
or  addresses  to  his  troops,  telling  them  how  to 
^hoot,  and  whom  t^ey  must  shoot  You  have 
pobii&hed  already  one  of  Hindman*s  **  orders," 
upon  the  sul^ect  of  '*  picking  off  pickets,"  killing 
off  ''pilots  on  steamboats,**  eta  That  was  an 
ttrodous  document;  but  his  ** Address  to  the 
l^ioops,"  issued  on  December  fourth,  only  three 
^ji  heibre  the  late  battle  of  Prairie  Qrove,  when 
^  was  crossing  the  mountains  to  attack  us,  I 
tUnk  it  excels  it  in  infiimv  1  Who  ever  before 
^eard  of  the  commander  of'^an  army,  among  civ- 
ui2ai  nations,  instructing  his  men,  in  a  public 
address,  to  single  out  mounted  officers  in  the 
f^nks  of  his  foe,  and  deliberately  shoot  them 
down  ?  Oh  I  sbune  upon  such  chivalry ;  yet  this 
i»  the  conduct  of  which  Hindman  has  proven 
iumself  capable. 

Let  nobody  doubt  the  genuineiiess  of  the  *^  ad- 
^&''  It  is  iust  what  it  purports  to  be ;  and, 
toother  with  his  "  order,**  should  be  preserved 
to  immortalise  their  author,  **  M^or-Qeneral  Uind- 
aan!'» 

The  case  mentioned  above  is  not  the  only  one 
io  which  Qen.  Blunt  and  staff  received  the  very 
ipedal  attention  of  Hindman*s  trained  "  sharp- 
^i^oGiers'*  on  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove.  Late  m 
the  day  the  enemy,  having  gradually  worked  his 
^y  over  to  the  extreme  left,  (our  right,)  near 
B^h*s  house,  it  became  necessary  to  put  Ten- 
^fi  battery,  with  some  of  the  howitzers,  in  a 
new  position  to  (^lodge  him.  They  had  come 
up  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  and  were  pouring  a 
torible  cross-firje  into  some  of  our  people,  who 
vere  holding  their  ground  near  Morton*s  house. 
Oea  Blunt  went  in  person  with  his  staff  to  help 
to  get  Tenny*g  batterv  properly  at  work.  Hard- 
ly bad  it  op«Md  ere  ue  enemy's  fire  was  brought 


to  bear  on  it — ^not  musketry  merely,  but  ten  ar- 
tillery guns,  as  was  learned  the  next  day  from 
some  of  themselves.  Tenny*s  six  '*  Parrotts,** 
however,  helped  by  the  two  troublesome  howit- 
zers, soon  shut  them  up  for  a  time ;  but  as  Gen. 
Blunt  and  staff  rode  away  from  under  the  dense 
smoke,  and  over  the  field,  a  perfect  shower  of 
long-range  ^*  Minims  **  followed  them  as  they  went, 
with  an  incessant  whiz  and  whirr,  indicating  very 
clearly  that  those  from  whom  they  came  were 
bent  on  something  more  than  a  purpose  to  fire  a 
mere  idle  shot  It  was  in  that  part  of  the  field, 
by  the  way,  that  the  enemy's  heaviest  musketry 
fire  occurred  during  the  day.  Renewed  by  them 
just  at  dark — ^by  way  perhaps  of  a  last  parting 
salute — the  blase  from  their  guns,  for  several 
hundred  yards  along  the  woods,  was  more  like 
some  ** fireworks"  I  have  witnessed  than  like 
musketrv  fire;  or,  to  use  a  hpmely  but  appro- 
priate phrase  to  describe  it,  it  was  '*a  perfect 
bUzer 

It  was  there  that,  as  Gen.  Marmaduke  informed 
the  writer,  the  rebel  CoL  Stein  fell,  with  a  ball 
from  the  gun  of  some  of  *^ours**  through  his 
brain. 

Night  and  darkness  finally  dosed  the  battle, 
each  party  retaining  the  ground  they  had  occu- 
pied at  its  commencement;  the  rebels  to  hide 
under  cover  of  the  woods  and  in  the  hollows  and 
ravines;  we  to  ** bivouac  upon  our  arms,**  as 
Blunt  expressed  it,  on  the  open  prairie,  and  to 
await  the  dawn  of  day  to  renew  the  attack.  But 
when  the  dawn  came  the  enemy  had  gon4,  at 
least  the  most  of  them.  Early  in  the  morning, 
Hindman  sent,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  a  message 
desiring  an  interview  with  Gen.  Blunt  The  re- 
quest was  granted,  and  the  interview  took  place 
at  nine  or  ten  o*clock,  occupying  an  hour  and  a 
half  Present  at  it  were,  with  Gen.  Hindman, 
his  Adjutant-General,  CoL  Newton,  and  General 
Marmaduke.  Accompanying  Gen.  Blunt  were 
the  Inspector  General  of  his  division,  Major  Van 
Antwei'p  and  Gen.  Herron. 

What  transpired  at  this  interview  I  am  not 
prepared  to  state.  It  is  said,  however,  that  Hind- 
man, in  true  diplomatic  style,  and  with  the  skill 
and  plausibility  of  a  Talleyrand — he  is  a  man  of 
no  little  polish  as  well  as  ability — presented  to 
General  Blunt,  *^for  his  consideration,**  several 
^'  points,**  in  due  order,  relative  to  the  treatment 
of  the  sick  and  wounded,  to  an  exchange  of  pri- 
soners, the  employment  in  the  army  of  Indians, 
negroes  —  admitting  that  the  former  had  been 
first  used  by  the  rebels  themselves,  but  with  an 
air  of  mock  chivalry,  deprecating  the  practice  by 
either  party;  and,  finally,  wound  up  with  an 
earnest  effort  to  justify  the  raising,  by  himself 
of  his  bands  of  bushwhacking  assassins,  whom 
he  plead  to  have  recognized  and  treated  as  sol- 
diers in  his  service — a  part  of  his  regular  force  I 

Those  who  were  present  say  that,  upon  every 
point  where  there  was  any  non-concurrence  of 
opinion.  Gen.  Blunt  met  the  artful  and  wily  di- 
plomatist with  a  directness  of  speech  and  ^  pre- 
sentation of  his  own  common-sense  views  in  so 
practical  a  manner  as  to  balk  him  at  every  turn. 
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Especially  in  regard  to  his  thugs  or  bushwhackers, 
the  protnpt  and  emphatic,  yet  courteous  response 
of  Gen.  Blunt,  put  a  sudden  estoppel  upon  any 
further  intercession  or  attempt  at  justification 
upon  that  subject  He  (Hindman)  was  given 
plainly  to  understand  that  if  any  of  the  class  of 
assassins  referred  to  were  caught,  i^nd  their  acts 
proven  upon  them,  they  would  be  shot  down 
upon  the  spot  or  hung  up  like  dogs  I 

Ambitious,  unprincipled,  and  vindictive  as  he 
is,  it  is  not  to  be  questioned  that  Hindman  is  a 
man  of  a  high  order  of  ability  and  of  great  re- 
sources. Not  all  of  his  half  a  dozen  or  more 
brigadiers  united  —  though  Marmaduke  and 
Roane,  and  Parsons  and  Frost  are  of  the  number 
(and  were  here  in  the  battle)— could  have  gotten 
together,  and  kept  together,  an  asmy  of  men 
such  as  he  has,  and  supplied  them  with  arms. 
In  the  writer*8  opinion,  he  (Hindman)  is,  in  every 
quality  that  goes  to  constitute  either  the  able 
soldier  or  statesman,  the  superior  of  Sterling 
Price,  whom  he  knew  well  in  years  gone  by. 
But,  in  Gen.  Blunt,  Hindman  met  a  man  of  the 
sort  he  did  not  expect  to  meet — clear-headed,  as 
well  as  decided,  and  not  to  be  turned  away  from 
his  purpose  by  any  of  the  diplomatic  arts  of 
which  he  is  the  master. 

Yet  one  thing  the  trickster  did  accomplish  by 
means  partially  of  the  interview  obtained  through 
the  flag  of  truce ;  but  it  was  by  so  unsoldlerly 
and  dishonorable  a  proceeding  as  forever  to  at- 
tach a  stigma  to  his  name.     The  whole  thing, 
embracing  the  interview  above  described,  was 
planned  by  Hindman,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  to 
enable  him  to  withdraw  the  remnant  Qf  his  used- 
up  forces  from  the  field  of  their  defeat.     He  had 
commenced  to  do  this  during  the  night  before, 
and  to  enable  them  to  crawl  stealthily  away,  had 
caused  the  blankets  of  his  men  to  be  torn  up  to 
be  used  as  muflSers  on  the  wheels  of  his  artillery ! 
When,  therefore,  the  interview  with  Gen.  Blunt 
took  place,  the  most  of  Hindman* s  army  were 
miles  off  toward  the  south,  picking  their  way 
under  cover  of  the  woods ;  but  he  wanted  some 
more  time  for  the  remainder  of  it  to  follow,  and 
to  secure  the  safety  of  his  own  precious  person. 
Hence  the  flag  of  truce  and  the  annistice,  of 
80  many  hours,  under  the  pretext  of  caring  for 
the  killed  and  wounded!     It  was  the  old  trick 
over  again,  played  by  Marmaduke  at  the  end 
of  the  rout  from  Cane  Hill  —  when  pushed  to 
the  wall  and  about  to  be  crushed,  he  wanted  to 
save  his  cannon  I     He,  too,  sent  a  flag  of  truce 
to  care  for  the  killed  and  wounded.     And  this,  I 
suppose,  is  chivalry!    But  one  good  comes  of 
this  proceeding.     The  flag  of  truce  game  is  about 
**  played  out"    For  the  future  they  will  be  re- 
spected only  after  having  been  clearly  ascertained 
to  be  used  for  some  legitimate  object     For  some 
time  past,  spies  and  scouting-parties  (in  fact) 
have  come  into  our  camp,  and  scoured  the  coun- 
try around  them,  under  these  rebel  flags  of  truce, 
with  no  other  object  in  view. 

Mention  has  been  made  above  of  the  character 
of  the  arms  used  by  the  rebel  soldiers— especially 
their  infantry  —  in  the  late  battle,  as  being  fully 


equal  to  our  own.  It  may  be  truly  added  that 
they  were  used  with  a  desperation  and  an  appar- 
ent bravery  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  They 
fought  through  the  day  like  devils  incamite,  and 
as  if  resolved  on  victory  or  death.  Although 
our  superior  artillery  played  upon  them  it  every 
expos^  point,  and  shelled  the  woods,  doing  the 
most  terrible  execution,  as  the  next  day's  exami- 
nation clearly  proved,  and  our  infantry  pushed 
into  the  woods,  firing  volley  after  vollev,  in  rapid 
succession  as  they  went,  Hie  rebels  field  their 
ground  with  wonderful  tenacity  until  night  came 
on.  Their  killed  and  wounded  cannot  be  less 
than  from  two  thousand  five  hundred  to  three 
thousand ;  while  our  own,  probably,  will  reach 
one  thousand. 

On  the  field  of  Prairie  Grove  the  enemy  were 
making  the  last  desperate  struggle  to  **  get  back 
into  Missouri  or  perish  in  the  effort,"  of  which  we 
have  heard  so  much.  Staking  all  upon  a  cast  of 
the  die,  they  have  lost ! 

Said  Hindman,  in  the  '*  Address  to  his  Troops," 
three  days  before  the  battle :  *^  Our  country  will 
BE  RUINED  ir  WB  FAIL."  They  did  fail,  and  hare 
ingloriously  fled  —  back  over  the  mountains  from 
whence  they  came  1  Nassau. 

OHIOAOO   "* JOURNAL"   AGOOUKT. 

*  nKADQDAKTKU  ArMT  OF  THK  FkOTnCft,  ) 

Rh«a*b  Hills,  Ask.,  Bonday,  Dec  7, 18C3.     f 

Death  has  reaped  a  terrible  harvest  to^ir. 
The  "  battle  of  Prairie  Grove  "  will  long  be  re- 
membered by  the  people  of  the  West,  and  it  will 
fill  a  conspicuous  place  in  the  future  history  of 
this  cruel  and  miholy  war. 

Since  the  battle  of  ** Cane  Hill"  the  forces  of 
General  Blunt  have  been  occupying  a  radius  of 
country  of  some  sixteen  miles,  comprising  Dutch 
Town  Mills,  Boonsboro,  or  Cane  Hill,  and  Rhet's 
Mills,  the  great  wheat  and  com  district  of  Arkan- 
sas. General  Salamon^s  brigade  occupied  Rhet's 
Mills ;  the  other  two  brigades,  Dutch  Town  tnd 
Boonsboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth.  Gen.  Blunt  learned 
that  the  enemy  were  making  preparations  to  cross 
Boston  Mountains,  and  attack  us  at  Boonsboro. 
During  the  day  the  enemy  advanced  his  pickets, 
driving  ours  over  the  mountains.  Both  armies 
then  commenced  strengthening  thdr  pickets. 
During  the  night  severe  skirmishing  was  going 
on  in  Sie  mountains,  our  pickets  slowly  retiring 
towud  Boonsboro,  and  the  enemy  approaching 
within  two  miles  of  our  main  lines.  During  Sat- 
urday, the  sixth,  the  enemy  continued  to  bold 
his  position  at  the  foot  and  upon  the  north  side 
of  Boston  Mountains,  tipon  the  same  ground 
where  we  had  fought  and  whipped  them  on  the 
twenty-ninth  ultimo. 

We  had  learned  positively  that  Hindman  had 
reinforced  Marmaduke  with  about  twenty  thou- 
sand men  and  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery.  ThU 
was  evidence  conclusive  that  the  enemy  was  plan- 
ning to  overwhelm  our  small  fbrce,  knowing  that 
they  would  have  nothing  but  the  division  of  Blunt 
to  oppose  them.  But  General  Blunt,  upon  the 
first  intimation  of  Hindman*s  re§nfbroement,  o^ 
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dered  the  command  of  General  Schofleld  forward 
open  forced  marches.  At  ten  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  seTenth,  (Sunday,)  we  discovered 
that  Hindman  had  essayed  to  trap  us.  His  de- 
monstration upon  our  front  was  only  to  cover  his 
flank  movement  upon  our  left  with  his  entire  army 
of  twenty-five  or  thirty  thousand  men,  and  hefore 
we  had  discovered  his  intention,  his  whole  force 
wfts  &r  on  its  way  toward  Rhea's  Mills,  where  he 
intended  to. fall  in  our  rear  and  "gobble  us  up.*' 
Let  us  see  how  he  succeeded. 

Immediately  our  two  brigades  were  "about- 
ftoed''  and  ordered  to  Rhea's  Mills  on  a  double- 
quick,  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  our  trains  taking  a 
road  parallel  and  a  little  west  of  us.    Now  com- 
menced the  strife.     Hindman  had  fully  four  miles 
the  start  with  the  front  of  his  column,  his  men 
enthusiastic  with  the  prospect  of  gaining  our  rear 
and  catting  oflT  our  trains  of  over  two  hundred 
wi^s  and  a  fresh  supply  of  commissary  stores. 
This  army  was  upon  what  is  called  the  "  Wire 
road,"  leading  from  Fayetteville  to  Van  Buren ; 
while  General  Herron,  of  Schofield's  division,  was 
on  the  same  road,  making  a  forced  march  to  rein- 
force Blunt  at  Cane  Hill  or  Boonsboro.     About 
three  miles,  a  little  south  of  east  of  Rhea  s  Mills, 
Gea  Herron  and  Hindman  ran  together,  similar 
to  two  locomotives,  both  rather  thunder-struck  at 
this  unexpected  meeting.   Now  the  fun  commenc- 
ed.   The  men  were  speedily  formed,  the  guns  un- 
limbered,  and  the  "  waivdogs  "  let  loose.     Blunt's 
dirision  heard  the  first  roar  of  the  cannon,  and 
were  west  upon  the  flank  about  three  miles.    The 
booming  of  every  gun  seemed  to  add  strength 
and  sp€«d  to  man  and  beast     Leaving  the  main 
road,  we  took  a  straight  shoot  over  fences,  ditches, 
through  fields  of  cbapparal  and  thorn-brush,  until 
we  came  to  the  enemy's  lines  upon  their  left  flank. 
Here  they  were  just  making  a  movement  to  flank 
Herron  with  a  force  of  over  seven  thousand  in- 
fantry.   Herron's  forces  fought  like  tigers,  but  the 
enemy  were  overwhelming  them  with  numbers, 
and  they  already  b^an  to  falter.     Instantly  our 
(Blunt's)  guns  were  unlimbered,  and  two  fuU  bat- 
teries belched  forth  shell  and  shot  into  the  ene- 
mas left     This  was  sweet  music  to  the  ears  of 
General  Herron  and  his  brave  boys.    The  roar  of 
our  first  g^uns  had  hardly  died  away,  when  a 
thrilling  cheer  went  up  firom  Herron's  whole  divi- 
sion that  drowned  for  a  moment  the  din  of  battle. 
Cheer  upon  cheer  was  sent  up  fh)m  their  lines, 
IS  our  booming  cannon  told  them  that  Blunt  had 
come  to  the  rescue!    Our  lines  were  speedily 
fonned,  and  in  less  than  half  an  hour  the  whole 
*  line,  fiDm  Herron's  left  to  Blunt's  right,  was  en- 
g^ed.    It  was  now  about  two  o'clock,  and  one  of 
the  most  lovely  days  that  ever  beamed  on  a  West- 
em  climate. 

The  enemy  fought  with  desperation.  They  were 
coTered  through  the  entire  length  of  their  lines 
with  a  small  growth  of  timber  and  upon  the 
height  of  land ;  while  our  entire  forces  were  upon 
the  open,  level  ground  fronting  the  timber.  This 
gave  them  a  very  great  advantage.  Again  and 
again  our  infantry  would  charge  into  the  woods 
£cx>m  the  open  fidds  and  drive  them  back,  and  in 


turn  they  would  charge  our  men  and  drive  them 
again  to  the  edge  of  the  opening.     Thus  the  iMit- 
tle  wavered  until  darkness  began  to  set  in,  when 
our  troops  were  ordered  to  withdraw  from  the 
woods  to  the  open  fields,  in  good  order.     The 
batteries  were  all  set  for  this  movement    The  en- 
emy supposed  us  retreating,  as  our  cannon  were 
still,  and  they  came  charging  to  the  very  open 
fields,  with  hideous  cheers.    The  whole  skirt  of 
the  woods  was  filled  with  them.     Our  fifty  can- 
non poured  a  volley  of  grape  and  canister  into 
their  lines  that  struck  them  dumb.     Our  guns 
were  not  sixty  yards  from  them.    They  rallied 
and  attempted  to  chaige  the  batteries,  many  of 
them  almost  reaching  the  mouths  of  the  cannon ; 
but  another  volley  of  canister  sent  them  howling 
to  the  wilderness,  and  closed  their  fire.     A  few 
rounds  more  of  shell  into  the  bush  and  the  battle 
was  ended.     Darkness  was  upon  us.     A  few 
hearty  cheers  went  up  for  the  Stan  and  Stripes, 
and  lUl  was  hushed  but  the  groans  of  the  wound- 
ed and  dying.    The  field  was  ours.    A  noble 
victory  had  been  won,  and  Hindman  had  been 
outgeneraled. 

1  cannot  give  you  the  thousand  incidents  of 
personal  bravery  that  occurred  through  the  day. 
It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  all  our  troops  did  nobly. 
None  but  those  fignting  under  our  glorious  flag 
could  have  fought  so  bravely. 

Flags  of  truce  wex%  sent  fh>m  both  lines  to  pick 
up  the  wounded.  The  whole  night  was  occupied 
in  this  work.  The  wounded  were  scattered 
through  the  brush  and  woods,  and  the  Hftrlci)e8S 
made  the  work  slow  and  tedious. 

Our  loss  will  reach  over  one  thousand  men ; 
that  of  the  enemy  will  easily  double  oura.  Hind- 
man has  fled  with  his  great  army  over  the  moun- 
tains again,  and  will  not,  probably,  nudce  a  stand 
until  he  reaches  the  Arkansas  River. 

Generals  Blunt  and  Hindman  had  an  interview 
the  next  morning  after  the  battle,  at  the  solicita- 
tion of  the  latter.  The  subject  matter  of  the  in- 
terview was  unimportant,  further  than  an  ar^ 
rangement  for  the  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the 
acknowledgment  of  Hindman  that  he  was  whip- 
ped severely.  The  prisoners  taken  say  that  our 
artillery  slaughtered  them  terribly.  Nearly  all 
express  a  wish  to  see  the  war  ended,  and  the 
wounded  seem  to  rejoice  that  their  wounds  will 
let  them  out  of  the  rebel  service^ 

BURLINGTON  '*HAWK-ETB**  ACCOUNT. 

The  following  account  of  the  battle  is  given  by 
a  correspondent  of  the  Burlington  (Iowa)  Hawis- 
Eye: 

At  twelve  x.  we  reached  Rhea's  Mills,  where  the 
train  was  left  upon  a  large  open  plain,  and  the 
Iowa  First,  Ohio  Tenth,  and  Missouri  Eighth  cav- 
alry, accompanied  by  three  howitzers,  were  sent 
forward  upon  the  Fayetteville  road,  to  ascertain 
the  position  of  Gen.  Herron,  and  also  of  the  ene- 
m^,  with  ordera  .to  report  any  information  they 
might  gather,  of  the  whereabouts  of  either  army. 
We  had  proceeded  about  two  miles,  when  as  we 
passed  over  a  rise  of  ground,  we  heard  the  boom- 
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ing  of  cannon  and  saw  the. smoke  rising  up  out 
of  a  valley  about  two  i^iles  ahead  of  us.  A  mes- 
senger was  immediately  despatched  to  Gen.  Blunt, 
and  we  moved  forward.  About  one  mile  further 
on,  we  came  upon  about  four  thousand  of  the  en- 
emy, moving  round  under  cover  of  a  heavy  piece 
of  timber,  flanking  Gen.  Herron  upon  the  right 
Colonel  Wickersham,  then  in  command  of  the 
detachment,  put  the  cavahy  into  position  and 
brought  his  howitKers  forward  and  opened  fire 
upon  the  rebels,  determined  to  hold  them  in  ch^ck, 
if  possible,  until  General  Blunt  came  up  with  his 
infantry  and  artillery.  But  a  few  shots  had  been 
fired,  when  the  enemy  chai^ged  upon  and  took 
possession  of  one  of  our  little  pieces,  in  charge  of 
the  Ohio  Tenth,  but  it  was  almost  immediately 
retaken  by  a  small  detachment  of  the  Iowa  First, 
and  the  enemy  compelled  to  fiill  back. 

Companies  A,  L,  and  M,  of  Uie  First  Iowa, 
were  thrown  out  as  reconnoitring  parties-— com- 
panies B,  C,  D,  and  R  put  into  position  immedi- 
ately in  firont  of  the  enemy's  advancing  columns, 
not  with  the  expectation  of  repelling  them,  or 
even  checking  their  advance,  had  they  advanced 
rapidly  upon  us ;  for  we  were  on  thickly  timbered 
ground,  where  cavalry  cbuld  do  but  little  against 
infantry,  covered  by  thick  brush  and  large  trees 
as  they  advanced  upon  us.  The  object  was  to 
gain  time  by  makbg  as  great  a  show  as  possible, 
and  thus  compel  them  at  least  to  move  slowly 
and  cautiously  forward.  This  manoduvre  had  the 
desired  effect  The  artillery  and  infantry  came 
up  just  as  the  enemy's  line  had  got  within  eighty 
paces  of  our  right,  when  we  were  moved  out  of 
the  woods  into  an  open  field  in  front,  to  support 
Rabb's  battery,  that  was  put  in  position,  and  three 
regiments  of  infantry  were  sent  into  the  woods  to 
take  the  place  we  had  left  By  this  time  the  en- 
emy had  brought  up  a  battery  and  put  in  posi- 
tion upon  the  hill-side,  and  opened  fire  upon  our 
infantry.  Now  commenced  the  most  deadly  con- 
flict that  it  is  often  the  fortune  of  old  warriors  to 
witness.  The  constant  roar  of  cannon  and  rattle 
of  musketry  was  almost  deafening  for  the  space 
of  half  an  hour,  when  the  enemy's  battery  was 
silenced  and  they  were  compelled  to  fall  back. 
One  of  their  artillerymen,  captured  by  our  men, 
admitted  that  the  first  three  shots  from  our  bat- 
tery killed  one  hundred  of  their  men.  Their  dead 
were  piled  upon  the  ground  in  every  direction, 
while  our  loss  did  not  exceed  twenty  men.  The 
First  Iowa  cavalry  escaped  wondeifully,  consid- 
ering the  position  they  occupied  before  the  artil- 
lery came  up.  For  the  space  of  half  an  hour  the 
balls  flew  around  us  like  hail,  cutting  the  limbs 
from  the  trees  over  our  heads  and  all  around  us, 
and  yet  but  two  men  of  the  regiment  were  wound- 
ed. Captain  Chase,  of  company  C,  had  two  ball- 
holes  in  his  coat ;  Orderly  Sergeant  William  A. 
Clark,  who  was  at  the  right,  by  the  side  of  Capt 
Chase,  had  his  horse's  hip  cut  by  a  musket-ball, 
and  private  Wilson,  of  the  same  company,  had  a 
ball  put  through  his  hat ;  with  these  exceptions 
we  came  out  of  the  battle  unscathed. 

Many  of  your  readers  would  have  felt  proud  of 


their  noble  sons  and  brothers,  had  they  been 
where  they  could  have  seen  them  at  the  time  I 
just  referred  to — every  man  in  his  place,  scarcely 
moving  a  muscle  as  the  balls  whistled  by  his 
head,  his  pistol  drawn  and  his  horse  ^*  in  hand," 
ready  to  execute  every  command  that  might  be 
given  ;  and  even  after  every  companv,  except  the 
one  from  Burlington,  (company  C,)  had  been  or- 
dered from  the  ground,  leaving  them  alone  with 
three  thousand  rebels  advancing  upon  them,  now 
within  eighty  yards'  distance,  firing  upon  them 
through  every  opening  of  the  brush  where  they 
could  see  them,  not  a  man  moved  fit>m  his  place 
until  the  order  came  to  the  Captain  to  bring  off 
his  company.  When  the  command  was  given, 
the  company  moved  as  steadily  and  in  as  good 
order  from  the  field  as  they  could  have  done  were 
they  marching  out  for  drill  or  review.  Such  men 
can  be  relied  upon  everywhere,  under  any  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  enemy  having  left  their  position  in  front 
of  Gen.  Blunt's  camp,  in  the  night,  as  I  hare  be- 
fore stated,  marched  some  fift^n  miles  and  at- 
tacked a  regiment  of  Arkansas  troops  (the  First) 
camped  for  the  night  on  the  banks  of  the  Slinois 
River,  cut  them  up  very  badly,  destroyed  their 
train,  and  took  a  portion  of  their  men  prisoners. 
They  next  surprised  and  attacked  Gen.  Herron^s 
body-guard,  consisting  of  one  battalion  of  the 
First  Missouri  cavalry,  who  had  preceded  tlie  col- 
umn some  distance  as  advance-guard,  killing  and 
wounding  a  number  of  them,  taking  the  Major  and 
a  number  of  his  command  prisoners. 

Gen.  Uerron  came  up  about  eight  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  when  they  pitched  into  him,  thinking, 
as  some  of  their  wounded  ofiBcers,  with  whom  I 
have  since  conversed,  told  me,  that  his  command 
would  just  about  finish  oi^t  their  ^'  breakfast" 
when  they  intended  to  fall  back  upon  Gen.  Blunt, 
whom  they  supposed  to  be  stiU  upon  ^^Cane 
Hill,"  and  dine  upon  his  command.  They  thought 
that  they  would  have  little  or  no  trouble  in  an- 
nihilating both  the  commands  in  twenty-four 
hours.  But,  alas  for  human  calculations,  they 
were  doomed  to  be  sadly  disappointed.  When 
they  ran  upon  Gen.  Herron  they  caught  a  **  tar- 
tar." With  an  Iowa  General  to  direct,  and  Iowa, 
Illinois,  Wisconsin,  and  Indiana  troops  to  execute, 
the  capture  of  six  thousand  men,  even  though 
twenty  thousand  were  pitted  against  them,  was 
no  easy  task,  and  they  soon  found  it  to  be  so,  to 
their  sorrow. 

A  wounded  lieutenant-colonel  said  to  me  yes- 
terday: **Our  plans  were  well  laid,  our  men 
fought  bravely,  but  you  out-generaled  us  in  every  | 
move.  We  ought  to  have  whipped  Gen.  Herron 
easy  before  Gen.  Blunt  came  up,  but  we  failed  in 
all  our  calculations." 

The  Iowa  regiments  engaged,  and  more  esp^ 
cially  the  Nineteenth,  has  added  largely  to  the 
enviable  reputation  of  our  Iowa  soldiers.  The 
three  companies  from  Louisa  and  Henry  suffered 
perhaps  more  than  any  others.  They  fought  h'ke  1 
tigers  and  fell  like  soldiers,  making  two  villains  ' 
bite  the  dust  for  each  one  of  them  Uiat  fell 
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In  fiict^  there  was  no  fkltering  upon  the  field ; 

an  fought  nobly  and  won  a  glorious  rictory  oyer 
a  force  outnumbering  them  two  to  one. 

I  baye  not  fully  ascertained  our  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded;  you  will  get  the  oflBcial  report 
long  before  this  will  reach  you.  The  enemy's 
loss  will  nerer  be  known  by  us^  their  ambulances 
and  eyery  team  they  could  raise  were  engaged 
all  day  and  night,  drawing  them  from  the  field, 
aod  parties  were  engaged  burying  them  in  deep, 
laive  pits ;  how  many  were  put  into  one  of  these 
pb^  no  one  knows,  but  we  do  know  that  after 
all  their  efforts  for  two  days  and  nights  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  get  their  dead  and  wounded  out 
of  car  sight,  piles  of  them,  from  ten  to  thirty  in 
a  place,  are  still  unburied,  and  lying  upon  the 
field,  while  eyery  house  and  yanl  within  from 
three  to  fiye  miles  of  us,  are  filled  with  their 
wounded  and  dying.  Three  thousand  I  consider 
a  moderate  estimate  upon  their  loss. 

The  fight  continued  unceasingly  until  darkness 
pat  an  end  to  the  deadly  confiict  for  the  night 
We  Mrouacked  that  night  upon  the  field,  expect- 
ing to  renew  the  fight  at  early  dawn  in  the  morn- 
ing, but  when  momine  came  the  enemy  were  not 
to  be  found.  They  had  retreated  during  the 
&^ht,  leaying  a  party  with  a  flag  of  truce  to  bury 
their  dead,  and  care  f(yr  the  wounded. 

llieir  army  was  well  supplied  with  new  arms 
and  ammunition,  of  English  manufiu^ure,  and 
of  a  superior  quality.  They  were  completely 
broken  up,  and  demoralized,  and  I  expect  the 
next  we  see  of  them  will  be  at  Fort  Smith,  where 
thejmay  make  another  stand  behind  their  in- 
trenchments. 

The  Iowa  First  cayalry  held  the  post  of  honor 
daring  the  fight,  being  the  resenred  troops,  sup- 
porting the  artillery^  and  held'  in  readiness  for 
my  desperate  emergency  that  might  arise,  but 
the  presence  of  the  regiment  upon  the  ground  in 
iront  of  their  flanking  regiments,  caused  them  to 
^  bade  under  coyer  of  the  woods,  and  abandon 
ercry  such  attempt 

Why  it  is  I  cannot  tell,  but  the  yery  name  of 
the  '*  Iowa  First'^  strikes  terror  to  the  hearts  of 
their  troops,  many  of  whom  are  fi?om  Missouri, 
and  were  compelled  to  flee  before  us  to  this  State 
—^nd  to  that  cause  more  than  any  other  I  at- 
tribute our  wondexfol'  success  and  escape  during 
the  day.  Iowa. 

CHICAGO   **  TRIBUNE**   NARRATiyS. 

Camp  THnrr-UTKarm  Iixnron  youa..  Battlb-Fisld,  I 
Pbauus  Oiots,  I>«c  10, 186S.  f 

On  this  beautiful  morning,  as  I  write,  the  sun 
diines  out  clearly  and  brightly,  and  the  hum  and 
bustle  in  our  camp  is  as  plain  and  cheerful  as 
thoogh  battle  smoke  had  not  hung  like  a  pall 
ofer  this  yalley  three  days  ago;  and  none,  to 
look  around,  would  suppose  that  in  that  time 
many  of  our  braye  men  had  been  made  martyrs 
by  death  or  heroes  by  wounds.  But  the  smoke 
has  floated  away  on  the  winds  which  now  senre 
to  purify  the  air.  The  bodies  of  the  dead  are 
mostly  gathered  home,  and  oyer  their  last  resting- 
place  the  yoUeys  haye  been  fired,  and  the  wound- 


ed whose  groans  of  agony  filled  and  frighted  the 
night  of  the  seyenth  of  December  haye  been  car- 
ried to  the  hospitals  to  be  cared  for  in  the  best 
way  possible  under  the  circumstances. 

The  excitement  of  the  day  has  passed,  also, 
and  we  can  now  sit  down  and  write  coolly  of  the 
incidents  of  a  day  which  has  giyen  this  little  spot 
a  place  in  history,  and  ^yen  another  step  forward 
in  the  efibrt  for  the  maintenance  of  our  Goyem- 
ment  to  the  armies  which  haye  sprung  up  as  if 
by  magic  and  rallied  to  the  flag  of  the  Union. 

An  actor  in  a  battlo  has  not  perhaps  the  best 
opportunity  of  describing  all  the  moyes  in  the 
grand  but  terrible  scene  going  on,  but  he  can  at 
least  giye  accurately  a  description  of  that  part 
which  he  acted.  And  so  though  I  shall  striye  to 
do  all  justice,  you  will  expect  me  to  refer  more 
particularly  to  the  part  of  my  own  regiment  and 
those  immediately  connected  with  us  in  the  pro- 
per place.  The  Second  and  Thbrd  divisions  of 
the  army  of  the  frontier,  under  Gen.  ilerron,  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  of  December,  were 
camped,  the  Third  on  Flat  Greek,  twenty-nine 
miles  south-west  of  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  the 
Second  some  six  miles  nearer  the  same  phice. 
On  that  morning  we  started  at  three  o^clock,  on 
the  march  for  Gen.  Blunt,  who  lay  at  Cane  Hill, 
threatened  by  an  oyerwhelming  force  of  the  rebels. 
On  that  day  the  Second  diyision  marched  twenty 
mileSj  and  on  the  fifth  they  marched  twenty-three 
miles;  on  the  sixth  marched  twenty-six  mUea,  and 
starting  at  midnight  of  the  sixth,  marched  on 
the  seVenth  to  our  present  position,  a  distance 
of  thirty  miles,  arriving  about  half-past  one 
oVlock  P.M.  On  the  last  ten  miles  of  our  march 
we  had  been  cheered  by  the  music  of  cannon, 
from  which  we  knew  that  the  Third  diyision  in 
advance  of  us  were  engaging  the  enemy.  Already 
the  news  of  the  rout  of  our  cavalry  and  capture 
of  eighteen  or  twenty  of  their  wagons  had  reached 
us,  and  from  this  we  knew  that  a  powerful  and 
determined  enemy  was  before  us,  and  that  Gen. 
Blunt  needed  our  assistance,  which  had  arrived 
just  in  time.  Arriving  on  the  field,  we  immedi- 
ately formed  line  of  battle,  and  the  battle  opened 
as  all  modem  battles  do,  with  the  thundering  of 
artillery,  and  just  here,  while  our  artillery  is  at 
work  and  doing  splendid  work  too,  as  we  lay  in 
line  supporting  it,  let  me  describe  the  position 
the  enemy  had  chosen  on  which  to  meet  u& 
Instead  of  Prairie  Grove,  this  should  be  called 
Grove  Prairie,  for  it  is  a  beautiful  open  valley 
lying  between  these  hills,  which  forms  Arkansas, 
running  east  to  west  some  five  miles  long  and 
one  mile  wide,  bordered  on  either  side  by  a  range 
of  heavily  wooded  hills  and  watered  by  Illinois 
Creek.  On  the  range  of  hills  on  the  south  side, 
rising  abruptly  in  some  places,  and  in  all  places 
rapidly,  till  some  thirty  to  fifty  feet  high,  and 
then  sloping  gradually  back  for  one  and  a  half 
miles,  the  rebels  had  planted  their  batteries  and 
formed  their  line  ai  battle.  Across  this  valley, 
then,  we  witnessed  an  artillery  duel,  proving  as 
at  Pea  Ridge,  and  all  Western  battl^  the  supe- 
riority of  our  guns  and  practice.  This  could  not 
last  long,  however,  for  the  rebel  batteries  were 
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Boon  silenced  or  driven  from  the  field,  and  as  our 
regiment  on  the  extreme  right  moved  forward  to 
a  new  position,  supporting  Murphy^s  battery, 
(First  Missouri  light  artillery,)  we  saw  a  line  of 
infantry  moving  from  our  left  on  the  enemy^s 
right,  driving  the  skirmishers  home,  moving 
steadily  and  gallantly  forward  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  and  carrying  their  banners  proudly  up  and 
over  its  crest,  till  they  were  lost  to  our  view  in 
the  woods.  But  soon  we  heard  the  roll  of  mus- 
ketry, an  instant  scattering,  and  then  concentrat- 
ing deadly,  deafening,  and  we  knew  that  the 
Twentieth  Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth  Iowa  were 
having  terrible  work.  How  our  boys  chafed  at 
being  compelled  to  listen  without  aiding!  But 
we  knew  our  turn  was  coming — had  alreadv 
come,  for  the  order  was  given  to  move,  and  with 
a  feeling  of  positive  relief  the  banner  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  was  borne  forward.  As  we  moved 
on  our  eyes  were  on  the  hill,  and  soon  we  saw 
our  men  giving  way  —  one,  and  then  another, 
then  a  handful ;  then  those  regiments  which  had 
gone  so  proudly  up  were  hurled  down  the  hill, 
broken  and  shattered  in  pieces.  From  the  right 
of  our  line  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois  and  Tyrenty- 
sixth  Indiana  were  moved  to  the  extreme  left  and 
faced  to  the  same  hill  where  the  Nineteenth  Iowa 
and  Twentieth  Wisconsin  had  a  moment  before' 
been  driven.  Steadily,  rapidly,  and  unbroken 
those  two  veteran  regiments,  the  Thirty-seventh 
on  the  right  and  the  Twenty-sixth  on  the  left, 
moved  across  the  open  ground  to  the  foot  of  the 
hill,  lay  down  under  cover  of  the  fence,  and  threw 
forward  skirmishers  to  discover  and  unmask  the 
enemy's  position  by  drawing  their  tire.  The 
regiments  below  were  not  kept  long  in  waiting, 
and  the  Twenty-sixth  on  the  enemy^s  flank  and 
the  Thirty  seventh  in  the  enemy's  front,  moved 
up  that  hill  in  the  face  of  a  most  terrific  fire  to 
support  their  skirmishers. 

The  Thirty-seventh  at  the  bloody  battle  of  Pea 
Ridge  had  looked  the  wolf  in  the  face-*-had  con- 
tested the  ground  inch  by  inch  w^ith  McGulloch's 
division,  but  never  had  we  been  welcomed  to  the 
sight  of  such  an  overwhelming  force  of  rebels,  nor 
shrouded  in  so  terrible  a  cloud  of  bullets  as  greets 
ed  us  on  gaining  the  summit  of  the  hill.  For- 
ward we  rushed,  however,  to  the  cover  of  a  fence 
in  front,  and  thence  we  paid  our  compliments  to 
the  rebel  line,  which  rose  like  a  wall  before  us, 
and  not  more  than  eighty  yards  distant  Yet 
cool  as  we  were,  thus  engaged,  our  commanding 
oflScer,  Lieut -CoL  Black,  than  whopi  there  is  no 
braver  man  or  more  skilful  officer  in  this  army, 
discovering  that  the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  had 
been  driven  back  under  the  fire,  leaving  our  left 
unsupported,  and  that  the  rebels  were  planting  a 
battery  on  our  right,  which  would  sweep  our  en- 
tire line,  gave  the  order  to  retreat,  an  order  ne- 
cessary but  reluctantly  obeyed.  To  retreat  in 
the  face  of  such  a  fire  is  not  an  easy  or  a  blood- 
less task.  Down  the  hill  we  went,  however, 
across  the  meadow  at  its  foot,  and  into  the  corn- 
field, where  our  regiment  halted  at  the  first  order, 
and  formed  rapidly,  with  our  left  resting  on  a  bat- 
tery. / 


We  had  fallen  back  some  four  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  and  there  awaited  orders.  Meantime, 
the  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  had  formed  under  cover 
of  a  fence,  and  were  already  at  work  again.  But 
in  a  moment  their  line  was  broken,  and  their 
forces  scattered  like  chaff  before  the  wind,  while 
the  rebels  followed  like  a  pack  of  wolves  in  the 
open  meadow  below.  They  did  not  think  what  a 
welcome  they  were  to  receive,  or  they  surely 
would  have  been  more  cautious.  The  battery  oq 
our  left  limbered  up  and  passed  off  five  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear.  The  Twenty-sixth  swept  by 
us  to  form  in  our  rear,  and  then  our  fire  was  un- 
masked and  we  resumed  our  harvest  of  death. 
Five  hundred  yards  is  an  easy  range  for  our 
rifles.  For  the  first  time  in  our  lives  the  enemy 
stood  in  an  open  field  within  that  distance,  and 
we  profited  by  the  occasion.  Rising  up  ve 
poured  a  volley  into  their  flank.  How  their 
ranks  went  like  ripe  and  heavy  grain  before  the 
mower's  scythe.  They  had  not  calculated  oo 
such  a  reception  as  this,  and  stopped  as  if 
amazed.  But  they  did  not  hesitate  long;  an- 
other volley,  another  swing  of  the  great  scythe 
of  death,  and  th'^y  broke  and  fled  into  the  woods, 
nor  did  they  stop  until  the  brow  of  the  bill  was 
passed  and  they  were  so  hidden  from  our  view. 
Just  then  the  Twenty-sixt]i  formed  on  our  left 
and  so  the  fighting  on  that  part  of  the  field  closed. 
We  had  not  driven  them  from  the  hill,  but  we 
held  the  plain,  even  in  reach  of  their  guns,  unmo* 
lested. 

Our  cannonading  was  resumed,  and  one  of  our 
batteries  engaged  a  rebel  battery,  whidi  had  been 
brought  on  the  field,  while  their  shot  flew  over 
our  heads  as  we  rested  on  the  ground.  It  was  a 
wild  and  beautiful  music  to  us,  filled  with  a  con- 
sciousness that  we  could  overpower  them  in  this 
line  so  easily.  But  while  we  listened,  another 
voice  of  batUe  rose  on  our  extreme  right  Mus- 
ketry was  heard  again,  and  we  knew  tluit  General 
Blunt  had  arrived  with  his  reenforcemcnts  from 
Cane  Hill.  It  was  good  news  to  us,  wearied 
with  marching  and  fighting,  and  we  listened  to 
the  ebb  and  flow  of  the  tide  of  battle — and  so  it 
continued  until  night  and  silence  shrouded  the 
battle  field ;  silence  as  to  hostile  noises,  but  not 
silence,  for  the  voices  of  the  wounded,  from  ei^ery 
direction,  were  heard  pleading  for  help  or  full  of 
despairing  agony.  The  after  part  of  a  battle  is 
always  the  most  fearful.  But  we  did  not  listen 
long,  for  sleep,  the  sleep  of  the  weary,  of  forget- 
fulness,  came  on  us  like  an  angel  of  mercy.  That 
night  a  flag  of  truce,  with  Gen.  Marmaduke,  en- 
tered our  camps,  and  these  flags  kept  passing  to 
and  fro  until  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  when  Gen.  Hind- 
man  having  secured  an  armistice  until  five  o'clock 
P.M.,  acknowledged  himself  whipped,  and  surpen- 
dered  the  field.  Then  began  the  work  of  buning 
the  dead  and  collecting  arms.  Of  these  quite  a 
large  number  were  secured.  In  this  battle  the 
rebels  had  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand 
men,  while  we  had  not  more  than  eight  thousand 
men  engaged.  In  infantry  they  outnumbered  us 
more  than  two  to  one,  and  fought  us  when  we 
had  nuurched  one  hundred  and  five  miles  in  three 
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ind  a  half  da3rs.  It  was  terrible  odds,  but  we 
whipped  them,  as  their  generals  acknowledged. 
When  has  our  Western  army  ever  been  beaten  ? 
The  loss  of  OQT  regiment,  in  killed,  wounded  and 
missing^  (indoding  five  prisoners,)  will  reach 
eighty  to  ninetj.  Our  total  loss  killed,  wounded 
and  prisoners,  will  not  fiill  much,  if  any,  short  of 
one  thousand  two  hundred.  The  rebels  acknow- 
led]^  a  loss  of  wounded  equal  to  ours,  and  of 
kiUed  of  three  to  twa  We  estimate  their  total 
lo6s  tt  near  two  thousand. 

While  we  were  yet  on  the  hill  our  Lieutenant- 
Coloflel  was  wounded ,  and  after  rallying  the  regi- 
ment in  the  field,  was  compelled  to  leave  us. 
Bot  the  Colonel  commanding  the  brigade  which 
ve  charged  sent  word  to  him  that  his  men  fought 
Dobly.  So  much  for  what  the  rebels  think  and 
sar  of  the  Thirty-seventh  Illinois.  Gen.  Herron 
Slid  we  did  the  best  fighttne  of  any  regiment  on 
the  field.  All  did  most  nobly.  The  rebels  lost 
Oenenl  Stein  and  several  Colonels,  etc.,  killed. 
Our  regiment  captured  one  standard  of  rebel  col- 
cr%  and  brought  off  the  standard  of  the  Twen 
tieth  Wisconsin,  left  on  the  field. 

Thus  have  we  fought  and  conquered. 

W.  P.  B. 


Boc.  25. 


BATTLE  OP  FREDEBIOKSBURGH,  VA. 

&EHBRAL  BUBNaiDrS  REPORTS. 

HKAOQVAmBa  09  nri  Amur  or  tbi  Potomac,  ) 

FALMorni,  Deoember  19.     f 

M<^>General  H.  W,  HaUech,  GeneraUn-Chitf, 
United  States  Army^  Washington : 
Geni&al  :  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  the  follow- 
iog  reasons  for  moving  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
KToss  the  Rapi>ahannock,  sooner  than  was  anti- 
ciptted  by  the  President^  Secretary  of  War,  or 
Tourseif;  and  for  crossing  at  a  point  different 
from  the  one  indicated  to  you  at  our  last  meeting 
tt  the  President's. 

Doriog  my  preparations  for  crossing  at  the 
place  I  had  first  selected,  I  discovered  that  the 
cQemy  had  thrown  a  large  portion  of  his  force 
^om  the  river  and  elsewhere,  thus  weakening 
^  defences  in  fit>nt,  and  also  thought  I  discov- 
^  ^t  he  did  not  anticipate  the  crossing  of  our 
vhoie  force  at'Fredericksburgh,  and  I  hoped  by 
npidly  throwing  the  whole  command  over  at  that 
pltte  to  sepavate,  by  a  vigorous  attack,  the  forces 
^  the  enemy  on  the  river  below  from  the  forces 
Hind  and  on  the  crest  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
in  which  case  we  could  fight  him  with  great  ad* 
Twtige  in  our  favor. 

To  do  this  we  had  to  gain  a  height  on  the  ex- 
tretne  right  of  the  crest,  which  height  commanded 
^  new  road  lately  made  by  the  enemy  for  pur- 
V^  of  more  rapid  communication  along  his 
iJn^  which  point  gained,  his  position  along  the 
crest  would  have  been  scarcely  tenable,  and  he 
could  have  been  driven  (rum  them  easily  by  an 
tttack  on  his  front  in  connection  witl)  a  move- 
Kent  in  the  reerof  the  crest 


How  near  we  came  to  accomplishing  our  object 
future  report  will  show.  But  for  the  fog  and 
unexpected  and  unavoidable  delay  in  building  the 
bridges,  which  gave  the  enemy  twenty-four  hours 
more  to  concentrate  his  forces  in  his  strong  posi- 
tionSf  we  would  almost  certainly  have  succeeded. 
In  which  case  the  battle  would  have  been,  in  my 
opinion,  far  more  decisive  than  if  we  had  crossed 
at  the  places  first  selected.  As  it  was,  we  came 
very  near  success. 

Failing  in  accomplishing  the  main  object,  we 
remained  in  order  of  battle  two  days  —  long 
enough  to  decide  that  the  enemy  would  not 
come  out  of  his  strongholds  to  fight  us  with  in- 
fantry— rafter  which  we  recrossed  to  this  side  of 
the  river  unmolested,  without  the  loss  of  men  or 
property. 

As  the  day  broke,  our  long  lines  of  troops  were 
seen  marching  to  their  different  positions  as  if 
going  on  parade — not  the  least  demoralization  or 
disorganization  existed. 

To  the  brave  officers  and  soldiers  who  accom- 
plished the  feat  of  thus  recrossing  the  river  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  I  owe  everything. 

For  the  failure  in  the  attack  I  am  responsible, 
as  the  extreme  gallantry,  courage,  and  endurance 
shown  by  them  was  never  exceeded,  and  would 
have  carried  the  points  had  it  been  possible. 

To  the  families  and  friends  of  the  dead  I  can 
only  offer  my  heartfelt  sympathies,  but  for  the 
wounded  I  can  offer  my  earnest  prayers  for  their 
comfortable  and  final  recovery. 

The  fact  that  I  decided  to  move  fi*om  Warren- 
ton  on  to  this  line  rather  against  the  opinion  of 
the  President,  Secretary  of  War,  and  yourself, 
and. that  you  left  the  whole  movement  in  my 
hands,  without  giving  me  orders,  makes  me  the 
only  one  responsible. 

I  will  visit  you  very  soon,  and  give  you  more 
definite  information,  and  finally  will  send  you 
my  detailed  report,  in  which  a  special  acknow- 
ledgment will  be  made  of  the  services  of  the  dif- 
ferent grand  division  corps,  and  my  general  and 
staff  department  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  to 
whom  I  am  so  much  indebted  for  their  support 
and  hearty  codperation. 

I  will  add  here  that  the  movement  was  made 
earlier  than  you  expected,  and  afl:er  the  Presi- 
dent, Secretary,  and  yourself  requested  me  not 
to  be  in  haste,  for  the  reason  that  we  were  sup- 
plied much  sooner  by  the  different  staff  depart- 
ments than  was  anticipated  when  I  last  saw  you. 

Our  killed  amounts  to  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred and  filly-two,  our  wounded  to  about  nine 
thousand,  and  our  prisoners  to  about  seven  hun- 
dred, which  last  have  been  paroled  and  exchanged 
for  about  the  same  number  taken  by  us. 

The  wounded  were  all  removed  to  this  side  of 
the  river,  and  are  being  well  cared  for^  and  the 
dead  were  all  buried  under  a  fiag  of  truce. 

The  surgeons  report  a  much  larger  proportion 
of  slight  wounds  than  usual,  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty-two  only  being  treated  in 
hospitals. 

I  am  glad  to  represent  the  army  at  the  present 
time  in  good  ooncUtion. 
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Thanking  the  Government  for  that  entire  sup- 
port and  confidence  which  I  have  always  received 
from  them, 

I  repiain,  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  A.  E.  Bubnsidb, 

M^or-Oeneral  Oommaiidliig  Army  of  the  Potomoe. 

HsfJ>QUARTSlt8  or  TOT  ARMT  Or  THK  POTOMAC,  ) 

Falmoutb,  December  S8, 186).  f 

Major- General  E,  W,  ffalleeh,  Generalrin- Chiefs 

Washington : 

In  my  report  to  you  of  the  nineteenth  instant, 
the  number  of  our  wounded  was  stated  at  about 
nine  thousand,  and  the  number  receiving  hospital 
treatment  atone  thousand  six  hundred  and  thirty. 
Both  of  these  amounts  arp  wrong.  On  the  au- 
thority of  Dr.  Letterman,  our  medical  director, 
the  whole  number  of  wounded  is  between  six  and 
seven  thousand.  About  one  half  of  these  are  re- 
ceiving treatment  in  the  hospitals. 

A.    E.   BURNSIBE, 
ll^Jor-Oeneral  Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomac 

PROOLAHATION  OF  PRESIDENT  LINGOLN. 

EXICOTITB   MAMBIOir.  ) 

Wabbixotox,  December  88, 18<n.  f 

To  the  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

I  have  just  read  your  Commanding  Generars 
preliminary  report  of  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burgh.  Although  you  were  not  successful,  the 
attempt  was  not  an  error,  nor  the  failure  other 
than  accident.  The  courage  with  which  you  on 
an  open  field  maintained  the  contest  against  an 
intrenched  foe,  and  the  consummate  skill  and 
success  with  which  you  crossed  and  re-crossed 
the  river  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  show  that  you 
possess  all  the  qualities  of  a  great  army,  which 
will  yet  give  victory  to  th^  cause  of  the  country 
and  of  popular  government 

Condoling  with  the  mourners  of  the  dead,  and 
sympathizing  with  the  wounded,  I  congratulate 
you  that  the  number  of  both  is  comparatively 
small 

I  tender  to  you,  offices  and  soldiers,  the  thanks 
of  the  nation.  A.  Lincoln. 

REPORT  OF  BRIGADIER-QENERAL  MEAGHER. 

Hbadquabtikb  Irish  Bkkiadi,  Haxcock'b  Ditxbiov, 
Coccii's  Corps,  Armt  or  thk  Potomac, 
Ix  Caxp  bbpori  FuronticKSBUROH,  Va., 
WedaewUy,  December  17, 1862. 

7V>  the  Assistant  Adjutant- General  of  the  Divi- 
sion: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report,  through  you,  to  the 
Brigadier-General  commanding  the  division,  the 
part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  Uie  action  of  Satur- 
day, the  thirteenth  inst 

On  the  Thursday  morning  previous,  December 
eleven,  at  seven  o^clock  precisely,  the  brigade  left 
the  camp  from  which  this  report  is  dated,  and 
proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  pontoon  bridge 
over  the  Rappahannock,  which  it  was  arranged 
the  division  had  to  cross. 

The  brigade  never  was  in  finer  spirits  and  con- 
dition. The  arms  and  accoutrements  were  in 
perfect  order.  The  required  amount  of  ammuni- 
tion was  on  hand.  Both  officers  and  men  were 
comfortably  clad,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  say 


whether  those  who  were  to  lead  or  those  who 
were  to  follow  were  the  better  prepared,  or  the 
more  eager  to  discharge  their  duty. 

Arriving  within  a  few  hundred  paces  of  the 
headquarters  of  M^jor-Gen.  Sumner,  commanding 
the  right  grand  division  of  the  army,  we  were 
halted  by  Brig. -Gen.  Hancock  in  a  wdl-sheltered 
valley,  where  we  stacked  arms  and  bivouadied 
until  half-past  four  p.h.  The  whole  day  the  fire 
of  our  batteries  and  those  of  the  enemy,  incessant 
as  it  was,  taught  every  man  to  prepare  himself 
equably  and  sternly  for  the  desperate  conflict 
that  was  close  at  hand. 

A  few  minutes  after  four  o^dock  p.h.,  word  wu 
conveyed  to  me  that  a  gallant  body  of  volunteers 
had  crossed  the  river  in  boats  and  taken  posses- 
sion of  the  city  of  Fredericksbuigh.  The  State 
of  Michigan  fairly  reserves  to  herself  the  Urg:est 
measure  of  pride  justified  by  this  achievement 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  this  news,  an 
order  reached  me  from  Brig.-Gen.  Hancock  to 
move  forward  the  brigade  and  take  up  a  position 
closer  to  the  river.  In  this  new  position  we  re- 
mained all  night 

At  seven  o^ clock  the  following  morning  we 
were  under  arms,  and  in  less  than  two  hours  the 
head  of  the  brigade  presented  itself  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  the  river.  The  order  of  march  ob- 
served by  the  division  in  crossing  was  as  follows: 
CoL  Zooks,  commanding  French's  old  brigade, 
led  the  way.  The  Irish  brigade  came  neit 
Brig. -Gen.  Caldwell  brought  up  the  rear. 

Passing  along  the  edge  of  the  river  to  the  lower 
bridge,  &e  brigade  halted,  countermarched, 
stacked  arms,  and  in  this  position,  ankle-<leep  in 
mud,  and  with  little  or  nothing  to  contribute  to 
their  comfort,  in  complete  subordination  and  good 
heart,  awaited  further  orders.  An  order  promul- 
gated by  Major-General  Couch,  commanding  the 
corps,  prohibited  fires  after  nightfall  This  order 
was  uncomplainingly  and  manfully  obeyed  bv 
the  brigade  Officers  and  men  laid  down  and 
slept  that  night  in  the  mud  and  frost,  and,  with- 
out a  rilummr,  with  heroic  hearts,  composed 
themselves  as  best  they  could  for  the  eventuali- 
ties of  the  coming  day. 

It  is  with  hesitation  I  introduce  into  an  official 
paper,  where  facts  alone  should  be  set  forth,  any 
expression  of  personal  feeling ;  but  I  should  be 
doing  an  injustice  to  the  brigade  i(  in  furnishing 
this  report,  I  did  not  confess  that  the  fortitude 
and  noble  equanimity  with  which  the  hardships 
of  that  night  were  borne  were  such  as  to  affect 
me  deeply. 

I  shall  also  digress  from  the  strict  line  of  an 
official  statement  to  affirm,  as  I  am  truly  proud 
to  do,  that  during  the  occupation  of  Fredericks 
burgh  —  previous  to  as  well  as  after  the  advance 
of  our  forces  on  the  enemy's  works  —  the  Irish 
brigade  scrupulously  abstained  fitun  every  act  of 
depredation. 

*  A  little  befove  eight  o^cIock  a.m.,  Saturday* 
the  thirteenth  inst.,  we  received  orders  to  &11  in 
and  prepare  instantly  to  take  the  field.  The  bri- 
gade being  in  line,  I  addressed,  separately,  to 
each  regiment  a  few  words,  reminding  it  of  its 
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duty  and  ezhortiiig  it  to  moquit  itself  of  that 
doty  brm?ely  and  nobly  to  the  last  Immediately 
ftfter,  the  column  swept  up  the  street  toward  the 
scene  of  action,  headed  by  CoL  Robert  Nugent, 
of  the  Sizty-ninth,  and  his  veteran  regiment  — 
erenr  officer  and  man  of  the  brigade  wearing  a 
sprig  of  erergreen  in  his  hat,  in  memory  of  the 
land  of  his  birth. 

The  advance  was  firmly  and  brilliantly  made 
tbroagfa  this  street  under  a  continuous  discharge 
of  ijbot  and  shell,  several  men  falling  from  the  ef- 
fects of  both.  Even  whilst  I  was  addressing  the 
Sixty-ninth,  which  was  on  the  right  of  the  bri- 
gade, three  men  of  the  Sixty-third  were  knocked 
orer,  and  before  I  had  spoken  my  last  words  of 
encouragement  the  mangled  remains  of  the  poor 
lellows  —  mere  masses  of  torn  flesh  and  rags  — 
▼ere  borne  along  the  line  to.  the  hospital  of 
French's  division. 

Emei^ging  from  the  street  —  having  nothing 
whatever  to  protect  it — ^the  brigade  encountered 
the  full  force  and  fury  of  the  enemy*s  fire,  and, 
Qoable  to  resist  or  reply  to  it,  had  to  push  on  to 
the  mill-race,  which  may  be  described  as  the  first 
of  the  hostile  defences.  Crossing  this  mill-race 
bj  means  of  a  single  bridge,  the  brigade,  diverg- 
ii^  to  the  right,  had  to  deploy  into  line  of  battle. 
This  movement  necessarily  tool%  some  time  to 
execute.  The  Stxtjr-ninth,  under  Col.  Nugent, 
being  on  the  right,  bad  to  stand  its  ground  until 
the  rest  of  the  brigade  came  up  and  formed.  I 
Div^elf^  acoompani^  by  Lieut  Emmet,  of  my 
stafC  crossed  the  mill-race  on  foot  from  the  head 
of  the  street  through  which  the  column  had  de- 
bouched. Trudging  up  the  ploughed  field  as 
veil  as  my  lameness  would  permit  me,  to  the 
nuddj  crest  along  which  the  brigade  was  to 
form  in  line  of  battle,  I  reached  the  fence  on 
vbtch  the  right  of  the  Sixty-ninth  rested. 

Here  I  remained  in  conversation  for  a  few  min- 
utes with  CoL  Nugent  Lieut  Miller,  of  Biig.- 
6en.  Hancock's  sta^BT,  dashing  up  on  horseback 
during  the  conversation,  and  furnishing  me  with 
additional  instructions,  in  obedience  to  which  I 
directed  CoL  Nugent  to  throw  out  two  companies 
of  his  Foment  as  skirmishers  on  the  right  fiank. 
This  order  was  being  carried  out,  when  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  coming  up  with  a  brisk 
step,  and  deploying  in  line  of  battle,  drew  down 
upon  themselves  a  terrific  fira  Nevertheless 
the  line  was  beautifully  and  rapidly  formed,  and 
boldly  advanced.  Colonel  Nugent  leading  on  the 
i%ht,  CoL  Patrick  Kelly,  commanding  the  Eighty- 
ei^th,  being  next  in  line,  both  displaying  a  cour- 
teous soldiership  which  I  have  no  words,  even 
vith  all  my  partiality  for  them,  adequately  to 
describes 

Major  Joseph  O'Neill,  conunanding  the  Sixty- 
third,  was  as  true  that  day  as  he  has  ever  been. 
His  command  took  position  on  the  left  of  the 
Centre  of  the  line^  The  centre  was  assigned  to 
the  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers, 
commanded  by  CoL  Byrne,  this  regiment  having 
in  its  possesaoo  the  only  green  flag  under  which 
the  Irish  brigade  had  the  privilege  that  day  to 
advance  against  the  enemy. 
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On  the  left  appeared  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania  volunteers.  A  new  regi- 
ment, it  had  but  very  recently  joined  the  brigade ; 
but  in  its  conduct,  from  Bolivar  Heights,  where 
it  was  first  associated  with  the  brigade,  to  the 
present  moment,  when  its  gallantry  is  placed  on 
record,  it  has  proved  itself  worthy  of  the  cause 
into  which  it  threw  itself  with  so  much  enthu- 
siasm. 

Thus  formed,  under  the  unabating  tempest  and 
deluge  of  shot  and  shell,  the  Irish  brigade  ad- 
vanced against  the  rifle-pits,  the  breastworks, 
and  batteries  of  the  enemy.  I  myself  ordered 
the  advance,  encouraged  the  line  and  urged  it  on. 
Owing,  however,  to  an  ulcer  in  the  knee-joint, 
which  I  had  concealed  and  borne  up  against  for 
days,  I  was  compelled,  with  a  view  of  being  of 
any  further  service  to  the  brigade  that  day,  to 
return  over  the  muddy  slope  and  ploughed  field 
to  get  to  my  horse,  which  had  been  left  in  charge 
of  an  orderly,  along  with  the  other  horses  of  the 
brigade.  Brig. -Gen.  Hancock  having  advised  us 
all  to  dismount  and  act  on  foot  during  the  as- 
sault 

On  my  way  to  where  the  horse  was  standing,  I 
met  Capt  Hart,  of  the  Eighty-eighth,  the  Act- 
ing Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  brigade, 
moving  up  from  the  left  to  the  right  of  the  right 
of  the  line,  with  a  bright  calmness  and  an  intelli- 
gent courage,  steadying  the  men  for  the  attack. 

Passing  then  through  crowds  of  slain  and 
wounded,  all  befouled  with  blood  and  the  mud 
in  which  they  had  been  struck  down,  and  re- 
crossing  the  mill-race,  which  I  did  with  the  as- 
sistance of  two  wounded  soldiers,  I  reached  the 
head  of  the  street,  from  which,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  the  brigade  debouched,  and  there  took  my 
horse.  Having  mounted,  I  started  with  my  or- 
derly to  rejoin  the  brigade  on  the  right,  and  with 
that  purpose  took  the  street  over  and  beyond 
which  the  two  companies  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  un- 
der Captain  James  Saunders,  one  of  the  sturdiest 
and  bravest  of  our  officers,  bad  been  thrown  out 
as  skirmishers. 

I  had  not  proceeded  many  paces  up  this  street 
before  I  met  the  remnant  of  the  Sixty-third,  car- 
rying the  regimental  colors,  coming  toward  me, 
headed  by  Capt  Gleason,  than  whom  the  brigade 
cannot  boast  of  a  more  resolute  and  stalwart 
soldier.  With  these  few  survivors  of  the  Sixty- 
third  were  some  of  the  Sixty-ninth. 

Fearing  that  the  enemy  might  assume  the  of- 
fensive and  break  through  our  lines  along  the 
upper  part  of  the  city,  I  halted  this  handnil  of 
the  brigade  on  the  second  street  parallel  to  the 
mill  race.  Here  I  remained,  under  the  personal . 
orders  of  Brig. -Gen.  Hancock,  who  happened  to 
ride  up  and  communicate  with  me  at  the  moment, 
gathering  in  the  fragments  of  the  brigade,  until, 
finally,  I  was  ordered  by  him  to  fall  back  and 
concentrate  on  the  street  from  which  we  had 
taken  up  our  march  for  Uie  battle-field. 

In  this  street  the  hospitals  of  the  brigade  had 
been  established,  and  to  it,  consequently,  all  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  who  were  enabled 
to  do  80  instinctively  returned.    But  while  the 
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fragments  of  the  brigade  were  here  and  thus  con- 
centrating, I  had  every  reason  to  become  con- 
vinced that  the  hospitals  were  dangerously,  if  not 
fatally,  exposed.  I  therefore  sent  two  of  my  aids 
— Capt  Hart  and^  Lieut  Blake— to  Brig. -General 
Hancock,  to  request  of  him  that  he  would  be  so 
good  as  to  authorize  me  to  take  all  that  was  left 
of  my  command  across  the  river,  the  request  for 
such  authorization  being  based  on  the  fact  that, 
while  there  were  not  over  three  hundred  of  the 
brigade,  either  maimed  or  serviceable,  who  had 
reported  themselves  up  to  that  time,  the  badly 
disabled  were  so  numerous  as  to  require  the  as- 
sistance of  all  those  who  were  unhurt  Even 
while  I  was  waiting  for  Captain  Hart  and  Lieut 
Blake  to  return,  several  discharges  of  shell  and 
Alinie  balls  broke  over  and  through  the  hospitals 
of  the  Sixty -ninth,  the  Sixty-third,  the  Eighty- 
eighth,  and  the  buildings  and  fences  whichs  im- 
mediately adjoined  them. 

Capt  Hart  and  Lieut  Blake,  on  their  return, 
having  given  me  to  understand  that  I  had  a  con- 
ditional authorization  from  Brig. -Gen.  Hancock 
to  transfer  the  brigade  to  the  north  bank  of  the 
Rappahannock,  under  the  circumstances  just 
mentioned,  I  assumed  the  responsibility  of  doing 
so.  I  did  so  under  the  impression  of  my  being 
partially  or  conditionally  authorized  to  do  so. 
But  this  impression,  a  few  hours  later,  I  discov- 
ered to  be  erroneous.  I  should  not  however, 
have  brought  over  my  command  from  Fredericks- 
burgh,  nor  so  much  as  have  ask^d  permission  to 
that  effect,  but  for  the  terrible  accidents  to  which 
the  wounded  of  my  brigade,  lying  bleeding  and 
helpless  there  in  those  menaced  hospitals,  were 
exposed. 

That  I  myself  did  not  desire  to  retire  beyond 
the  range  of  the  rifle-pits  and  batteries  of  the  ene- 
my; that  I  was  solely  actuated  at  the  time  in 
doing  what  I  did  by  an  affectionate  and  intense 
concern  for  my  wounded  ofiScers  and  men — it  will 
«utlice  for  me  to  refer  to  Brig. -Gen.  Butterfield, 
who,  on  questioning  me  regarding  the  brigade, 
the  afternoon  of  the  assault,  at  the  headquarters 
of  General  Wilcox,  and  in  presence  of  several  offi- 
cers, was  told  by  me  that  I  feared  the  Irish  bri- 
gade was  no  more ;  that  out  of  one  thousand  two 
hundred  men  I  had  led  to  the  field  that  morning 
little  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  had,  up  to 
that  time,  reported  to  me  under  arms,  but  that 
for  my  own  part,  I  should  stay  on  the  ground, 
and,  were  it  my  fate  to  have  no  command,  would 
be  happy  to  act  as  his  aid,  or  on  the  staff  of  any 
general  to  whom  my  services  might  in  the  slight- 
est way  be  likely  to  prove  useful 

Having  placed  our  wounded  in  the  camp  we 
left  the  night  before,  I  proceeded  to  General  Sum- 
ner's quarters  to  report  my  action  to  him. 

He  was  not  there ;  none  of  his  staff  were  there ; 
but  Gen.  Burnside  coming  in  half  an  hour  or  so 
after  I  had  arrived,  I  communicated  to  him  what 
I  have  here  stated.  He  appeared  not  the  least 
dissatisfied,  and  cordially  inquired  about  the  bri- 
gade. Shortly  after.  Gen.  Sumner  entering  with 
his  staff,  I  repeated  to  him  all  I  had  said  to  Gen. 
Burnside,  adding,  however,  that  my  principal  ob- 


ject, having  reported  to  him  and  explained  the 
reasons  of  my  crossing  the  river,  was  to  procure 
rations  and  ammunition  for  my  men.  The  rations 
had  been  flung  away  with  the  haversacks  and 
blankets  as  the  brigade  advanced  to  the  assault 
The  ammunition  had  been  exhau.sted  on  the 
field.  Having  procured  a  sufficient  quantity  of 
both,  and  seen  my  wounded  and  disabled  men  &s 
comfortably  encamped  as  possible,  I  re-crossed 
the  Rappahannock,  and,  between  eleven  and 
twelve  oVlock  that  night,  reported  myself  to  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  the  division. 

On  the  way,  however,  having  crossed  the  up- 
per pontoon-bridge,  I  had  to  pass  the  houses  that 
had  been  taken  for  hospitals  for  our  brigade  that 
morning,  and  in  them  found  several  officers  and 
men  who  had  been  brought  in  from  the  field  dur- 
ing the  short  time  I  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
river.  Most  of  them  were  in  great  pain ;  two  or 
three  of  them — the  brave  Lieut  Callaghan,  of  the 
Sixty-ninth,  was  one  of  them — were  in  great 
agony,  not  having  had  any  thing  to  sustain  or 
soothe  them  since  they  received  their  wounds. 
Lieut  Emmet,  who  accompanied  me,  instantly 
returned  to  the  camp  where  I  had  left  the  wound- 
ed, to  bring  over  surgical  and  medical  assistance 
to  the  sufferers.  Dr.  Powell,  of  the  Eighty-eighth, 
promptly  obeyed  the  order  conveyed  by  the  gal- 
lant young  lieutenant,  and  by  his  skill  and  devo- 
tion brought  comparative  ease  and  happiness  to 
many  a  sufferer  in  those  sad  hospitals  that  night 

The  next  day,  a  little  after  sunrise,  every  offi- 
cer and  man  of  the  brigade  able  again  to  take  the 
field,  by  order  of  Brig. -Gen.  Hancock,  re-crossed 
to  Fredericksburgh,  and  took  up  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  street  nearest  the  river,  which  we  had 
occupied  previous  to  the  advance,  prepared  and 
eager,  notwithstanding  their  exhausted  numbers 
and  condition,  to  support  the  Ninth  corps  in  the 
renewal  of  the  assault  of  the  previous  day,  that 
renewal  having  been  determined  on  by  the  Gen- 
eral-in-Chief. Of  the  one  thousand  two  hundred  1 
had  led  into  action  the  day  before,  two  hundred 
and  eighty  only  appeared  on  that  ground  tliat 
morning.  This  remnant  of  the  Irisit  brigade — un 
nerved  and  undeterred,  still  full  of  heart  stil) 
wearing  the  evergreen,  inspired  by  a  glowing 
sense  of  duty,  sorrowful  for  their  comrades,  but 
emboldened  and  elated  by  the  thought  that  they 
had  fallen  with  the  proud  bravery  they  did — this 
noble  little  remnant  awaited  the  order  that  was 
once  more  to  precipitate  theni  against  the  battles 
of  the  enemy. 

I  close  this  report  by  acknowledging  the  gal- 
lantry, the  ability,  the  steadiness  and  devotion  of 
the  officers  of  the  several  regiments  constituting 
the  brigade,  and,  in  making  this  acknowledgment 
have  sincerely  to  deplore  the  los.^  in  the  fi^^t 
place,  of  Major  William  Hoi^n,  of  the  Eightj- 
eighth  New- York  volunteers,  than  whom  a  truer 
man  or  better  and  braver  soldier  I  have  never 
known. 

Col.  Robert  Nugent,  commanding  the  Sixtr- 
ninth  New- York  volunteers,  acted  with  signal 
bravery,  leading,  as  he  did,  the  column  into  the 
field  with  a  brilliancy  of  bearing  worthy  of  the 
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historic  reputation  attached  ia  Europe  to  the 
name  be  bears.  His  demeanor  and  the  high  spirit 
he  displayed,  his  words  and  looks,  all  were  such 
as  could  not  fail  to  encourage  and  incite  his  men 
00  that  day. 

Major  James  Cavanagh,  also  of  the  Sixty-ninth, 
most  ably  and  daringly  supporting  his  Colonel, 
fell  severely  wounded,  but  I  trust  and  pray  not 
{ktilly ;  for  never  was  there  a  truer  hearty  never 
vas  there  a  bolder  arm,  never  was  there  a  bright- 
er or  .sounder  brain.  It  is  impossible,  however, 
for  me  to  enumerate,  in  the  terms  of  affectionate 
appreciation  I  desire,  and  which  they  deserve, 
tlie  losses  which  the  brigade  has  incurred.  Here- 
after, should  an  opportunity  be  afforded  me,  I 
shall  write  and  speak  of  such  men  as  Lieutenants 
Buckley  and  Birmingham  —  men  who  on  that 
day,  at  Fredericksburgh,  most  worthily  supplied 
the  place  of  the  officers  who  fell  on  the  battle- 
fields before  Richmond,  and  in  the  great  repulse 
of  the  rebels  at  Antietam. 

Looking  along  the  ranks  of  the  Eighty-eighth 
New- York  rolunteers,  as  I  did  with  a  mournful 
pndc,  the  day  after  the  assault,  I  missed,  besides 
Major  William  Horgan,  Lieut  Thomas  Murphy, 
Adjutant  John  R.  Young,  and  Jjieut.  McCarthy ; 
and  the  only  consolation  to  me  in  the  contempla- 
ti'm  of  these  loj^ses  arises  from  the  fact  that  such 
raen  as  Col.  Patrick  Kelly,  Lieut -CoL  Quinlan, 
Captain  Patrick  R.  Horgan,  Captain  John  Smith, 
('apt.  Burke,  Capt  Nagle,  and  other  intelligent 
atid  brave  officers  like  them  are  still  to  the  good 
work. 

In  the  Sixty-third  New- York  volunteers  I  have 
mU  for  .come  time  at  all  events,  the  efficient  serv- 
Kcsi  of  Major  Joseph  O'Neill — services  that  were 
ever  most  promptly  and  heartily  rendered  where- 
erer  and  whenever  his  military  obligations  or 
patriotism  required  them.  Had  I  time  it  would 
U,  indeed,  a  pleasing  duty  for  me  to  speak,  in 
connection  with  the  Sixty-third,  of  such  officers 
a^  Captains  Gleason,  Condon,  Moore,  and  Lieut 
James  R.  Brady,  and  others,  whom  it  would  be 
oiiileult  for  me  now  to  mention  without  having 
tW  ki>ure  to  speak  of  them  with  adequate  com- 
mendation. 

Witliin  the  bast  three  months  two  regiments 
^tre  incorporated  in  the  brigade.  Pennsylvania 
<x>Qtributed  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  ; 
Massachusetts  contributed  the  Twenty-eighth. 
B<e  (act  that  CoL  Heenan,  Lieut -Col.  Mulhol- 
Isud  and  Major  Bard  well,  of  the  first  named  r^i- 
ruent,  were  badly  wounded,  speaks  fully  for  the 
u^'^repidity  and  mettle  of  the  men  of  which  it  is 
<:>mp<)sed.  Where  there  are  such  officers  there 
i^ust  be  staunch  men. 

The  Twenty-eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers 
^rav  raised  for  the  Irish  Brigade,  but,  owing  to 
^'ine  mistake,  was  kept  aloof  from  it  until,  by  a 
Q3o>t  fortunate  vicissitude  of  the  war,  it  was  re- 
stored to  us  three  or  four  weeks  ago.  It  is  a  sub- 
•^taotial  and  splendid  accession  to  the  brigade.  It 
lia^  sinew,  heart  and  souL  It  is  commanded  by 
to  officer  (Col.  R.  Byrne)  than  whom  it  would 
be  dit&cult  to  find  one  of  superior  aptitude  for 


such  a  command,  combining,  as  he  does,  the  prac- 
tical experience  and  matured  capacity  of  a  sol- 
dier of  some  years^  standing  with  the  natural 
qualities  which  enable  one  to  figure  prominently 
and  successfully  in  military  life.  I  have  not  a 
word  but  one  of  unqualified  commendation  to 
bestow  on  this  well-regulated  and  admirably  dis- 
ciplined regiment  Major  Cf^jn^her,  one  of  the 
best  of  its  excellent  officers,  was  wounded  in  the 
head. 

The  chaplains  and  surgeons  of  the  brigade 
could  not  be  excelled  in  their  devotion  to  the 
wounded.  Their  services  were  unremittingly  and 
most  zealously  rendered.  Dr.  Francis  Reynolds, 
Dr.  Pascal  Smith,  Dr.  Lawrence  Reynolds,  with 
their  assistant-surgeons,  behaved  nobly. 

The  first-named  officer  again  vindicated  the 
brilliant  reputation  he  brought  with  him  from 
the  Crimea,  and  his  conduct  is  all  the  more  de- 
serving of  eulogy  and  gratitude  that  a  day  or 
two  before  the  battle  he  had  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  a  fortnight  but  much  to  his  incon- 
venience, remained  with  the  brigade,  rather  than 
be  absent  from  his  post  at  such  a  time. 

A  correct  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing  of  the  brigade  has  been  forwarded  to  the 
headquarters  of  the  division.  For  individual  in- 
stances of  courage  and  good  conduct,  on  the  day 
in  question,  and  the  more  minute  incidents  and 
details  of  the  assault,  so  far  as  the  brigade  took 
part  in  it  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  reports 
of  the  colonels  and  other  regimental  command- 
ants. 

I  most  cordially  recommend  to  the  favorable 
notice  of  the  General  commanding  the  division 
every  member  of  my  staff.  Capt  Wm.  G.  Hart, 
of  the  Eighty -eighth,  was  as  brave  and  active  un- 
der the  heaviest  fire  as  he  is  faithful,  diligent  and 
indefatigable  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  Act- 
ing Assistant  Adjutant-General  of  the  brigade. 
Lieutenant  John  Blake,  of  the  same  regiment, 
displayed  courage  and  soldiership  of  the  highest 
order,  but  in  doing  so  only  continued  to  display 
those  qualities  which  have  brilliantly  characteriz- 
ed his  conduct  in  nine  desperate  engagements. 
Lieut  Richard  Emmet  who,  in  the  earliest  dawn 
of  manhood,  hardly  yet  emerged  from  boyhood, 
stood  for  the  first  time  on  the  field  of  battle,  as- 
tonished all  who  witnessed  his  artless  bravery — 
fearlessly  and  brightly,  with  sunshine  in  his 
heart,  and  joyousness  in  his  every  glance,  wear- 
ing unconsciousl}'  throughout  the  stomf,  laurels 
which  many  an  older  brow  might  well  be  proud 
to  win.  In  connection  with  the  staff,  I  should 
be  doing  a  serious  injustice  to  an  adnurable  offi- 
cer, were  I  to  omit  the  name  of  Capt  Malachi 
Martin,  the  able  and  indefatigable  Quartermaster 
of  the  brigade,  who,  on  different  occasions,  ac- 
companied me  to  the  field,  and  under  fire,  in  the 
midtft  of  the  worst  perils  of  the  fight,  rendered 
me  essential  service  in  the  most  generous  and 
gallant  style. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  truly,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  Thomas  Fkancis  Meaghbk, 

Brlgadler-Qeneral  Commanding  the  Irish  Brigade. 
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COLONKL  STEYENS'S  REPORT. 

HiADQUABTSM  THiBTisirfH  RBOonirr  N.  H.  Yoia,  I 
Oppositb  Frxdbuokbbukoh,  Va.,  December  82, 1848.     f 

To  HU  Excellency  Nathaniel  8,  Berry ^  Governor 

of  NetD-Eampehire  : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  jou  the 
operations  of  the  regiment  under  my  command 
since  their  departure  from  Camii  Uasey,  near 
Fairfax  Seminary,  Virginia,  including  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburgh,  on  the  thirteenth  inst 

My  regiment  moved  from  Gamp  Casey  on  the 
first  inst,  wiUi  the  First  brigade  of  Casey's  divi- 
sion, consisting  of  the  FiSeenth  Connecticut, 
Thirteenth  New-Hampshire,  Twelfth  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  New- 
Jersey  volunteers,  under  command  of  the  senior 
Colonel,  Dexter  R.  Wright,  of  the  Fifteenth  Con- 
necticut volunteers. 

The  first  day  we  reached  Uniontown,  some  two 
miles  southerly  firom  Washington  City.  We  en- 
camped the  second  day  near  Piscataway,  and  the 
third  day  about  six  miles  northerly  finam  Port 
Tobacco.  We  passed  Port  Tobacco  about  noon 
of  the  fourth  day,  and  encamped  for  the  night 
some  six  miles  west  of  that  place.  The  fiftii  day, 
in  the  midst  of  a  cold  and  violent  snow-storm, 
we  encamped  about  one  and  a  half  miles  firom 
Liverpool  Point,  or  Bluebauk,  as  it  is  sometimes 
called,  a  point  on  the  Potomac  nearly  opposite 
Acquia  Creek.  On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  day, 
we  broke  camp  and  marched  to  Bluebank,  where 
we  were  detained  some  eight  hours  awaiting 
transportation;  the  soldiers  during  that  time 
being  exposed  to  a  keen,  cold,  and  piercing  wind 
which  swept  down  the  river  and  across  the  pla- 
teau where  they  were  halted. 

My  regiment  was  ferried  across  the  Potomac 
about  six  o'clock  Saturday  evening.  The  weather 
was  extremely  cold,  and  the  men  suffered  much 
firom  its  severity.  From  Acquia  Creek,  where  we 
landed,  we  marched  about  two  miles  and  encamp- 
ed in  a  ravine  well  sheltered  firom  the  northerly 
winds,  but  filled  with  snow.  The  baggage  of  the 
field  and  staff'-officers,  including  their  blankets, 
mess-chests,  eatables,  etc.,  was,  through  the  in- 
efficiency and  n^lect  of  the  transportation  offi- 
cials, left  on  the  Manrland  side  of  the  river,  and 
notwithstanding  the  niithful  exertions  of  brigade 
and  regimental  quartermasters,  was  detained  &om 
us  nearly  two  days.  Consequently  we  were  with- 
out blankets  or  shelter  for  two  nights  of  intense 
oold  weaither.  The  result  in  my  own  case  was 
an  attack  of  illness  firom  which  I  have  not  yet 
recovered,  though  I  have  had  the  good  fortune 
thus  far  to  be  able  to  be  on  duty.  I  was,  how- 
ever, only  a  sufferer  in  common  with  others.  In 
this  encampment  we  remained  until  the  next 
Tuesday  afternoon,  when  we  moved  to  this  point, 
reaching  here  Wednesday  afternoon.  Our  bri- 
gade was  then  broken  up,  and  my  regiment  was 
assigned  to  the  First  brigade,  (Colonel  Hawkins,) 
Third  division,  (Brig.-Qen.  Getty,)  Ninth  army 
corps,  (Brig.-Gen.  Wilcox,)  in  Major-Gen.  Sum- 
ner^s  right  grand  division.  This  brigade  is  com- 
posed of  the  Ninth,  (Hawkins's  Zouaves,)  Eighty- 
ninth  and  One  Hundred  and  Third  New-York, 


Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New-Hampshire^  tnd  Twen- 
ty-fifth New-Jersey  volunteers. 

On  Wednesday  evening  we  received  orders  to 
be  ready  to  move  the  next  morning.  Thursday 
we  were  in  Une  all  day,  ready  and  waiting  orders 
to  move  and  listening  silenUy  to  the  heavy  cm- 
nonading  and  sharp  musketry,  principally  on  our 
right,  or  watching  the  smoke,  rising  from  the 
burning  builHings  of  Fredericksburgh,  dbectly  in 
our  firont  Just  after  dark  we  moved  to  the  iiTer, 
and  crossed,  without  opposition,  the  pontoon- 
bridge  near  the  lower  end  of  the  city.  My  regi- 
ment took  up  its  position  for  the  night  in  Caro- 
line street,  one  of  the  prindpal  streets  of  the 
city,  and  threw  out  two  companies,  company  B, 
Cant  Dodge,  and  company  £,  Captain  Julien,  as 
pickets  toward  the  enemy.  This  position  we  oc- 
cupied until  Saturday  morning,  the  two  compa- 
nies on  picket-duty  being  relieved  by  company  C, 
Capt  Bradley,  and  company  G,  Lieutenant.  For- 
bush  commanding. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Saturday  morning,  the 
eventful  and  disastrous  day  of  the  battle,  we  took 
up  our  position  with  the  brigade  under  the  hill 
on  the  bank  of  the  river,  just  below  the  bridge 
which  we  crossed^n  Thursday  night  Here  we 
remained  under  arms  the  entire  day,  our  position 
being  about  a  mile  distant  from  the  line  of  the 
enemy's  batteries.  Occasionally,  during  the  day, 
firagments  of  shell  from  his  guns  reached  us  or 
passed  over  us,  falling  in  the  river  and  beyond, 
doing  but  little  dami^e.  One  of  our  own  gua-x 
however,  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  which 
threw  shells  over  us  toward  the  enemy,  was  s(.> 
unfortunately  handled  as  to  kill  two  men  and 
wound  several  others  in  our  brigade.  After  what 
your  Excellent  has  read  and  heard  concerning 
the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh,  I  need  not  say  to 
you  that  the  fierceness  of  the  fight  during  that 
long,  bloody  and  disastrous  day,  exceeds  any  de- 
scription of  which  my  pen  is  capable. 

As  yet  all  the  accounts  whidi  I  have  seen  or 
read  from  Union  or  rebel  sources  approach  not 
in  delineation  the  truthful  and  terrible  panorama 
of  that  bloody  day.  Twice  during  the  day  I  rode 
up  Caroline  street  to  the  centre  of  the  city  to- 
ward the  point  where  our  brave  legions  were 
struggling  against  the  terrible  combination  of  the 
enemy's  artillery  and  infantry,  whose  unremitting 
fire  shook  the  earth  and  filled  the  plain  in  rear  A 
the  city  with  the  deadly  missiles  of  war.  I  sa^ 
the  struggling  hosts  of  freedom  stretched  along 
the  plain,  their  ranks  ploughed  by  the  merciless 
fire  of  the  foe.  I  saw  the  dead  and  wounded, 
among  them  some  of  New-Hampshire's  gallant 
sons,  borne  back  on  the  shoulders  of  their  com- 
rades in  battle,  and  laid  tenderiy  down  in  the 
hospitals  prepared  for  their  reception,  in  the 
houses  on  either  side  of  the  street  as  &r  as  hu- 
man habitations  extended.  I  listened  to  the  roar 
of  battle  and  the  groans  of  the  wounded  and 
dying.  I  saw  in  the  crowded  hospitals  the  dedO- 
lation  of  war,  but  I  heard  firom  our  brave  soldiers 
no  note  of  triumph,  no  word  of  encouragement^ 
no  syllable  of  hope  that  for  us  a  fidd  was  to  be 
won.     In  the  stubborn,  unyielding  resistance  of 
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the  enemy  I  could  see  no  point  of  pressure  likely 
to  jield  to  the  repeated  assaults  of  our  brave  sol- 
diers, and  so  I  returned  to  my  command  to  wait 
patiently  for  the  hour  when  we  might  be  called 
to  share  in  the  duty  and  danger  of  our  brave 
brethren  engaged  in  the  contest  By  stepping 
forward  to  the  orow  of  the  hill  which  covert  us, 
a  distance  of  ten  yards,  we  were  in  full  view  of 
the  rebel  stronghold  —  the  batteries  along  the 
crest  of  the  ridge  called  Stansbury  Hill  and 
Girting  Hazel  Run.  For  three  fourths  of  an 
hoar  before  we  were  ordered  into  action,  I  stood 
in  front  of  my  r^ment  on  the  brow  of  the  hill 
ind  watched  U&e  fire  of  the  rebel  batteries  as  they 
poured  shot  and  shell  firom  sixteen  different 
points  upon  our  devoted  men  on  the  plains  be- 
low. It  was  a  sight  magnificently  terrible.  Every 
discharge  of  enemy's  artillery  and  every  explosion 
of  his  shells  were  visible  in  the  dusky  twilight  of 
that  smoke-crowned  hilL  There  his  direct  and 
enfilading  batteries,  with  the  vividness,  intensity, 
and  ahnost  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  hurled  the 
messengers  of  death  in  the  midst  of  our  brave 
nnks,  vainly  struggling  through  the  murderous 
fire  ts  gain  the  hills  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy. 
Nor  was  it  any  straggling  or  ill-directed  fire. 
The  arrangement  of  the  enemy's  gims  was  such 
l^iAt  they  could  pour  their  concentrated  and  in- 
cessant fire  upon  any  point  occupied  by  our  as- 
^iling  troops,  and  all  of  them  were  plied  with  the 
potest  skill  and  animation.  During  all  this 
time  the  rattle  of  musketry  was  incessant 

About  sunset  there  was  a  pause  in  the  cannon- 
ading and  musketry,  and  orders  came  for  our 
brigade  to  fiill  in.  Silently  but  unflinchingly  the 
men  moved  out  from  under  their  cover,  and 
when  they  reached  the  ground,  quickened  their 
pue  to  a  run.  As  the  head  of  the  column  came 
in  sight  of  the  enemy,  at  a  distance  of  about 
three  fotirths  of  a  mile  fh>m  their  batteries,  when 
dose  to  Slaughter's  house,  it  was  saluted  with  a 
shower  of  shell  from  the  enemy's  guns  on  the 
cr&st  of  the  hilL  It  moved  on  by  the  flank  down 
the  hill  into  the  plain  beyond,  crossing  a  small 
stream  which  passes  through  the  city,  and  emp- 
t:es  into  Hazel  Run,  then  over  another  hill  to 
the  line  of  railroad.  We  moved  at  so  rapid  a 
p^  that  many  of  the  men  relieved  themselves 
of  their  blankets  and  haversacks,  and  in  some 
instances  of  their  great-coats,  which  in  most 
<^  were  lost  By  countermarch,  we  extended 
c-ur  line  along  the  railroad,  the  right  resting  to- 
^  the  city,  and  the  left  near  Hazel  Run.  In 
^e  formation  of  the  column,  the  Twenty- fifth 
^ew-Jersey  had  preceded  my  regiment,  and  at 
this  point  their  fine  covered  my  front  As  we 
pa5s»i  the  brow  of  the  hill,  and  moved  down  on 
to  the  line  of  the  railroad,  the  enemy  opened  fire 
upon  OS  firom  his  batteries  with  renewed  vigor. 
At  the  same  time  our  batteries  in  the  rear  were 
^^wering  his,  and  the  heavens  were  illuminated 
^ith  exploding  shells  from  front  and  rear.  Hav- 
ing extended  our  lines  along  the  line  of  the  rail- 
f-ad,  the  Twenty-fifth  New-Jersey  took  the  shel- 
ter afforded  by  the  right  embankment  of  the  rail- 
road, and  my  men  the  partial  cover  afforded  by 


the  left  embankment  It  vras  for  a  moment 
only.  The  words,  Forward  I  Charge  1  ran  along 
the  lines.  The  men  sprang  forward,  and  moved 
at  a  run,  crossed  the  railroad  into  a  low  muddy 
swamp  on  the  left,  which  reaches  down  to  Hazel 
Run,  the  right  moving  over  higher  and  less 
muddy  ground,  all  the  time  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy  concentrating  their  terrible  fire  and  pour- 
ing it  upon  the  advancing  lines.  Suddenly  the 
cannonading  and  musketry  of  the  enemy  ceased. 
The  shouts  of  our  men  also  were  hushed,  and 
nothing  was  heard  along  the  line  save  the  com- 
mand :  Forward,  men — steady — close  up.  In 
this  manner  we  continued  to  advance  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  enemy's  batteries.  I  moved  on 
the  right  of  the  regiment,  Lieut -Col.  Bowers  in 
the  centre,  and  Major  Storer  on  the  left  From 
some  cause  the  left  wing  of  the '  Twenty-fifth 
New-Jersey  separated  from  the  right,  and  the 
left  of  my  line  passed  forward  and  took  the  ad- 
vance, the  right  of  the  Twenty-fifth  still  having 
the  advance  of  my  right 

In  this  way  we  moved  forward,  until  within 
about  twenty  yards  of  the  celebrated  "stone- 
wall" at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  on  the  crest  of 
which,  according  to  rebel  accounts,  was  placed 
the  well-known  '*  Washington  batteries." 

I  do  not  speak  at  random  of  our  position.  I 
verified  it  by  subsequent  observation,  and  by  the 
report  of  a  brave  and  intelligent  soldier,  sent  by 
myself  on  the  Thursday  following  the  battle, 
with  our  burial-party,  and  who  assisted  in  per- 
forming the  last  rite  upon  some  of  our  dead  who 
lav  there.  I  am  proud  to  say  that  the  regiment 
which  I  had  the  honor  to  command,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  right  wing  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
New-Jersey,  gained  a  point  much  nearer  the 
"  stone  wall "  and  the  rebel  guns  than  any  of  our 
forces  during  that  unfortunate  day,  and  that  the 
oflScers  and  men  advanced  firmly  though  rapidly 
to  the  attack,  and  were  withdrawn  only  in  the 
face  of  a  fire  which,  during  the  whole  day,  had 
successfully  repulsed  the  desperate  bravery  of 
chosen  and  veteran  troops. 

Before  we  reached  the  point  of  which  I  have 
been  speaking,  we  came  to  an  irregtdar  ravine  or 
gully,  into  which,  in  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
the  lines  plunged,  but  immediately  gained  the 
opposite  side,  and  were  advancing  along  the  level 
ground  toward  the  stone  wall  Behind  that  wall, 
and  in  rifle-pits  on  its  flanks,  were  posted  the 
enemy's  infantry — according  to  their  stiitements 
— four  ranks  deep,  and  on  the  hill,  a  few  yards 
above,  lay  in  ominous  silence  their  death-dealing 
artillery.  It  was  while  we  were  moving  steadily 
forward  that,  with  one  startling  crash,  with  one 
simuHaneous  sheet  of  fire  and  flame,  they  hurled 
on  our  advancing  lines  the  whole  terrible  force  of 
their  infantry  and  artillery.  The  powder  from 
their  musketry  burned  in  our  very  uces,  and  the 
breath  of  their  artillery  was  hot  upon  our  cheeks. 
The  'Meaden  rain  and  iron  hair'  in  an  instant 
forced  back  the  advancing  lines  upon  those  who 
were  close  to  them  in  the  rear;  and  before  the 
men  could  be  rallied  to  renew  the  charge,  the 
lines  had  been  burled  back  by  the  irresistible  fire 
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of  the  enemy  to  the  cover  of.  the  ravine  or  gully 
which  they  had  just  passed.  The  enemy  swept 
the  ground  with  his  guns,  killing  and  wounding 
many— our  men  in  the  mean  time  keeping  up  a 
spirited  fire  upon  the  unseen  foe. 

The  firing  at  last  gradually  slackened ;  and  as 
no  further  orders  came  to  us,  I  withdrew  my  regi- 
ment with  others,  and  re-formed  it  deliberately 
some  few  rods  in  the  rear,  taking  with  us  sucn 
of  our  wounded  as  we  coul'l  find  on  the  field. 
We  remained  some  half-hour,  until  we  received 
orders  to  fall  back  to  the  town,  which  was  quietly 
accomplished  without  further  loss. 

On  our  return  we  halted  at  the  railroad,  and 
found  that  our  wounded,  under  the  care  of  As- 
sistant-Surgeon Sullivan,  assisted  by  Chaplain 
Jones  and  the  members  of  the  band,  had  been 
removed  and  placed  under  the  shelter  of  the  hill, 
in  rear  of  the  railroad.  They  were,  as  soon  as 
possible,  removed  to  the  hospitals  in  the  city, 
and  properly  cared  for. 

In  looking  back  and  reviewing  the  scenes  of 
that  memorable  day,  I  am  happy  to  assure  your 
Excellency  that  I  have  no  reason  to  feel  other- 
wise than  proud  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  my  command.  I  know  of  no 
officer  present  on  the  field  who  did  not  come  up 
manfully  and  bravely  to  the  duty  with  which 
he  was  charged.  The  men,  with  one  or  two  ex- 
ceptions, behaved  admirably,  not  one  leaving  the 
field,  though  stricken  with  a  fire  so  terrible  and 
sudden. 

I  desire  to  refer  particularly  to  Lieut. -Colonel 
Bowers  and  Major  Storer  in  terms  of  commenda- 
tion for  their  intrepidity  and  coolness  in  the  ad- 
vance and  attack.  With  particular  pride  and 
pleasure  I  call  your  attention  to  the  services  of 
Assistant-Surgeon  Richardson,  who,  in  those 
dreadful  days,  proved  himself  an  honor  to  his 
profession  and  an  invaluable  aid  to  the  army  in 
its  hour  of  suffering.  While  I  look  with  shame 
and  horror  on  the  conduct  of  men  calling  them- 
selves surgeons,  attached  to  regiments  of  other 
States,  I  am  proud  to  say  that  I  know  from  per- 
sonal observation  that  for  two  days  and  nights 
after  the  battle,  and  at  times  when  the  shells  of 
the  enemy  were  falling  around  him,  Dr.  Richard- 
son pursued  his  arduous  duties  in  the  hospital 
and  out  of  it,  unremittingly,  and  with  a  fidelity 
and  ability  that  has  endeared  him  to  me  per- 
sonally, and  gained  him  an  enviable  distinction 
among  his  professional  brethren  in  the  army. 

Dr.  Sullivan,  though  suffering  from  illness,  was 
assiduous  in  his  attention  to  the  suffering  of  our 
regiment  and  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle. 
Surgeon  Twitchell  was  not  present,  being  de- 
tained in  Washington,  and  arriving  here  on  Tues- 
day after  the  battle.  I  sincerely  regret  his  ab- 
sence at  a  time  when  his  distinguished  abilities 
and  experience  would  have  rendered  him  so  use- 
ful to  the  poor  and  suffering  victims  of  the  day's 
carnage. 

Sunday  and  Monday  following  the  battle,  we 
occupied  our  old  position  in  Caroline  street  I 
received  orders  on  Sunday  to  be  ready  to  move 
again  to  the  attack,  and  the  position  of  the  bat- 


talion lines  was  assigned ;  but  the  plan  of  re- 
newing the  attack  was  abandoned  during  the 
day.  Monday  night  my  re^ment  was  thrown 
out  as  pickets  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  to 
the  south  of  it,  along  Hazel  Run,  which  position, 
aided  by  a  detachment  of  two  companies  of  Ber- 
dan*s  sharp-shooters,  was  held  until  half  past  two 
o^clock  Tuesday  morning,  our  pickets  continually 
exchanging  shots  with  those  of  the  enemy.  We 
were  then  withdrawn,  and  returned  to  our  old 
encampment  on  this  side  of  the  river. 

I  have  the  honor  to  furnish  your  Excellency 
herewith  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  miss- 
ing, and  also  a  list  of  officers  absent  at  the  time 
of  the  action.  I  will  add  that  many  of  my  men 
were  injured  and  bruised  by  being  thrown  down 
and  trampled  upon  by  the  lines  in  firont,  bat  are 
not  included  in  the  list  of  casualties. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  in  most  instances  the 
officers  and  men  of  my  regiment,  though  they 
have  suffered  severely  from  exposure  to  cold  and 
in  diet,  are  recovering  their  healtli,  strength  and 
courage,  for  the  great  work  still  before  the  army 
of  the  Republic — the  suppression  of  the  rebel- 
lion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  Excellency's  obedient  servant, 

A.   F.   STEVE5S, 
Colonel  Thirteentii  Regiment,  New-Hampshire  Voiantcem 

List  of  Casualties  in  Thirteenth  regiment 
New-Hampshire  volunteers,  at  the  battle  of 
FredericksJburgh,  Va.,  December  thirteenth,  18G2. 

Killed — Company  D,  Private  Lorenzo  Phil- 
lips ;  Company  U,  Private  James  Knights.  To- 
tal, two. 

Wounded — Company  A — Lieut  B.  C.  Carter, 
slightly  in  leg ;  Private  N.  W.  Gray,  thumb  shot 
off: 

Company  B — Corporal  Geo.  £.  Cochrane,  shot 
through  wrist 

Company  G — ^Privates  H.  R  Nealy,  in  leg ; 
Wm.  Ilodgdon,  in  knee ;  L.  F.  Smith,  in  hand ; 
Geo.  W.  Colburn,  in  back. 

Company  D— Sergeant  A.  J.  Sherman,  in  foot; 
Corporal  M  A.  Taylor,  in  ankle ;  Privates  Thad- 
deus  Quimby,  in  neck ;  Jan^s  J.  Young,  in  head; 
Charles  Uoyt,  in  finger. 

Company  £ — Lieut  James  M.  Durell,  in  head ; 
Privates  Henry  Nutter,  in  arm ;  David  Chapman, 
in  head ;  David  Uogan,  in  hand. 

Company  F — Sergeant  £.  E.  Locke,  in  hand ; 
Privates,  A.  Stevenson,  finger  shot  oflf;  Charles 
Leathers,  in  ankle ;  Gilman  Hall,  in  foot. 

Company  G — Corporal  Edwin  Ware,  in  thigh; 
Private  Jacob  Chamberlain  in  side. 

Company  H — ^Privates,  C.  C.  Fuller,  in  foot; 
A.  Jordan,  in  head ;  C.  W.  Cilley,  in  1^ ;  Wm. 
McRinnon,  in  finger. 

Company  I — Lieut  M.  A.  Shaw,  in  foot ;  Cor- 
poral W  m.  R  Duncklee,  in  head ;  privates,  L  C. 
Parker,  in  side ;  M.  Tullv,  in  leg ;  H.  BuUer,  in 
back ;  K.  J.  Chaplin,  in  head. 

Company  K — Privates,  H.  Hunnefelt,  in  6n- 
ger ;  J.  F.  Welch.     Total  wounded,  thirty-four, 

MissiNO — John  F.  Mulligan,  shot  through  leg, 
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and  not  since  beard  firom,  company  F ;  company 
H,  privates,  Alvah  Warren,  Henry  M.  Wood- 
bury;  company  K,  privates  John  K.  A.  Han- 
son, John  Harmon,  Henry  G.  Thompson.  Total 
missing;  six. 

OrficERS  ABSEKT  FROM  THE  Battle, — Surgeon 
George  B.  Twitchell,  detained  at  Washington ; 
Captain  N.  D.  Stoodley,-  sick  in  Washington; 
Captain  Luther  M.  Wright,  sick  in  quarters; 
Lieutenant  G.  Gillis,  Adjutant,  sick,  and  on  fur- 
loogh  in  Nashua,  N.  H.,  Lieutenant  Edward  Kil- 
bum,  sick  in  Alexandria ;  Lieutenant  W.  H.  H. 
Young,  sick  in  quarters. 

MAJOR    HOUGHTON'S    REPORT. 

HuMiOABTSBS  Tmmo  Rn>nraiiT  Michioam  VoLuirrnss,  ) 
Caup  PrrcBn,  ¥▲.«  Oeoember  18, 1862.     ) 

Captain  G.  W,  Wilson^  A,  A,  General: 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the 
part  taken  hy  the  Third  regiment  Michigan  vol- 
miteers  in  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh,  Decem- 
ber thirteenth,  1862. 

In  accordance  with  brigade  order,  this  reeiment 
broke  camp  December  eleventh,  at  six  o'clock  a.m., 
and  occupied  the   position  assigned   it  in  the 
hnpAe,    After  crossing  the  river,  December  thir- 
teenth, the  regiment  marched  nearly  one  mile 
iown  the  river  and  was  ordered  to  halt  and  lie 
doirn.    After  remaining  in  this  position  nearly 
fifteen  minutes;,  I  received  an  order  from  Lieuten- 
aot  Freeman  of  General  Berry's  staff,  directing 
me  to  move  the  regiment  to  the  front  and  sup- 
port battery  C,  Fifth  U.  S.  artillery,  which  was 
at  that  time  hotly  engaged  with  the   enemy. 
rpon  arriving  at  the  battery  I  formed  my  line  of 
UtUe  in  its  rear,  my  right  resting  upon  a  road 
rooning  at  right  angles  with  my  line.     I  then  di- 
Kctfd  the  men  to  lie  down,  where  they  remained 
nearly  an  hour.    An  attempt  being  then  made  by 
the  enemy  to  capture  the  battery,  I  moved  the 
rtgiment  nearly  ten  rods  In  front  of  the  battery 
which  ceased  firing.     The  enemy  failing  in  their 
attempt  to  capture  the  battery,  or  drive  us  from 
oor  position,  hastily  retreated  to  the  woods.     I 
then  moved  by  the  rear  rank  to  the  rear  of  the 
^ttery,  and  redccupied  my  first  position,  where 
I  remained  until  after  dark,  when  I  received  an 
onier  to  place  the  regiment  on  picket,  the  right 
of  my  line  resting  upon  the  lull  of  the  pickets  of 
{general  Robinson's  brigade,  and  to  prolong  said 
line,  in  this  position  we  remained  until  December 
fourteenth,  eight  o'clock  P.M.,  when  I  was  reliev- 
^  by  another  regiment  and  ordered  to  occupy  the 
tuition  first  assigned  me,  December  thirteenth, 
in  rear  of  the  battery  —  in  this  position  we  re- 
mained until  December  fifteenth,  at  ten  o'clock 
m.,  when  we  received  orders  to  move  to  the 
f^r,  where  we  joined  the  brigade  near  the  stone 
^use,  and  marched  left  in  front  across  the  river, 
where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  the  next 
mrrming  we  were  marched  back  to  our  old  camp, 
where  the  regiment  is  at  present  quartered. 

In  closing  this  report  permit  me  to  bring  be- 
fore your  attention  the  names  of  Captain  £.  S. 
Pierce  and  Captain  L  S.  Geer,  both  acting  field- 


officers  who  ably  assisted  me  upon  the  march 
and  during  the  engagement  of  Saturday,  Decem- 
ber thirteenth ;  also  Adjutant  Geo.  W.  Remington 
and  all  officers  and  men — each  vied  with  the  other 
in  sustaining  the  reputation  of  the  regiment  won 
at  Bull  Run,  Yorktown,  Williamsburgh,  Fair  Oaks, 
Malvern  Hill,  Charles  City  Cross-Road,  Grove- 
ton,  Chantilly,  etc.  The  following  is  a  correct 
list  of  the  casualties  that  have  occurred '} 

Privates,  Wm.  Williams,  company  B,  back ; 
Charles  Miller,  company  B,  arm ;  Wm.  Osborne, 
company  C,  hand;  H.  S.  Briggs,  company  P, 
head ;  Michael  Kane,  company  G,  foot ;  Ira  Aus- 
tin, company  I,  foot 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

M.  B.  HouanroN, 

M^or  Commanding  Third  Michigan  Volunteen. 

REPORT    OF    COLONEL   MORGAN. 

Nkw-Tobk  Citt,  December  24-29, 1868. 

Tour  Excellenxy  :  Knowing  that  you  will  ex- 
perience anxiety  concerning  the  conduct  and  for- 
tune of  this  regiment,  I  send  you  a  brief  narra- 
tive of  the  part  which  we  took  on  that  occasion. 

At  tw6  o*clock  A.M.  of  the  eleventh  instant,  we 
received  orders  to  be  in  readiness  to  march,  and 
at  half-past  six  o'clock  we  left  camp,  and  the 
left  of  Gen.  Sully's  brigade  took  position  in  the 
rear  of  an  eminence  in  front  of  Fredericksburgh, 
near  the  point  where  the  pontoons  were  to  be 
laid  across  the  Rappahannock.  The  bridge  was 
completed  about  dark,  when  we  crossed  into  tho 
city  with  the  advance,  in  the  face  of  a  severe  ar- 
tillery-fire, and  the  fire  of  the  sharp-shooters  of 
the  enemy,  posted  in  adjacent  buildings.  The 
regiment  bivouacked  in  the  first  street  during 
the  night,  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters,  who  still  held  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  city.  At' daybreak  we  pushed  on 
through  the  town  beyond  its  outskirts,  and  did 
picket-duty  for  twenty-four  hours,  a  portion  of 
the  time  under  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's 
artillery  in  front 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  we 
were  relieved  from  picket-duty,  but  sent  almost 
immediately  again  to  the  front  in  support  of  Kir- 
by's  battery,  in  the  sanguinary  battle  of  that  day. 
In  the  performance  of  this  duty  the  regiment  was 
kept  under  a  tremendous  artillery-fire  until  after 
dark — fortunately  with  but  little  loss. 

The  coolness  and  good  conduct  of  officers  and 
men  during  these  trying  hours  were  beyond  praise. 
Drawn  in  at  length,  the  regiment  remained  for 
the  night  and  the  following  day  as  a  support  for 
the  line  of  pickets. 

On  the  night  of  the  fourteenth  instant,  I  was 
ordered  by  General  Howard  (our  division  com- 
mander) to  take  the  First  Minnesota  and  four 
other  regiments  (which  had  been  placed  under 
my  command)  and  picket  the  most  exposed  por- 
tion of  the  line.  Owing  to  the  darkness  and  pi*ox- 
imity  to  the  enemy,  and  the  want  of  a  guide  ac- 
quainted with  the  ground,  the  establishment  of 
this  line  was  a  work  of  considerable  difficulty  and 
delicacy.     In  this  work,  as  indeed  on  everj*  occa- 
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sion  during  the  entire  affair,  Lieut -CoL  Golville, 
Major  Adams,  and  Adjutant  Peller  rendered  effi- 
cient aid.  I  r^ret  here  to  note  the  loss  of  Cor- 
poral Irvine,*  of  company  D,  who  went  by  my 
orders  to  reconnoitre  a  point  in  front  of  our  right, 
where  we  could  hear  the  sound  of  intrenching 
tools.  He  did  not  return,  and  probably  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Finditig  that  we  were  about  four  hundred  yards 
from  the  rifle-pits  of  the  enemy,  and  exposed  to 
his  batteries  in  the  front  and  flank,  I  sent  to  the 
rear  and  procured  spades  and  shovels,  and  caused 
pits  to  be  dug  and  slight  embankments  made  to 
protect  the  men  on  the  following  day.  The  pre- 
caution was  a  fortunate  one,  as  during  the  follow- 
ing day  we  had  to  endure  a  constant  fire  from  the 
enemy's  artillery  in  front,  and  an  enfilading  fire 
from  the  right  This  at  times  was  very  severe, 
and  at  one  time  broke  over  us  with  such  tremen- 
dous force  that  three  regiments  on  our  right  broke 
and  ran  from  the  field  Not  a  man  in  our  regi- 
ment wavered. 

The  line-officers  behaved  admirably  on  this  try- 
ing occasion,  presenting  an  example  of  courage 
and  coolness  which  had  the  effect  of  preserving 
the  most  peiffect  order  and  steadiness  in  the  ranks. 
With  our  line  broken,  and  the  example  of  the  fly- 
ing regiments,  enduring  a  severe  artillery-fire, 
galled  by  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters  stationed  in 
adjacent  buildings,  and  in  momentary  expectation 
of  a  charge^  it  was  a  time  to  try  the  firmness  and 
temper  of  troops,  and  well  the  men  of  this  regi- 
ment stood  the  ordeal. 

We  were  relieved  from  picket-duty  about  nine 
o'clock  P.M.,  of  the  fifteenth  instant,  and  after 
about  an  hour's  rest,  marched  back  across  the 
river  to  our  old  camp.  , 

The  men  had  been  five  days  and  nights  with- 
out laying  off  their  arms,  and  scarcely  any  sleep ; 
still  their  buoyancy  of  spirits  remained  as  strong 
as  ever. 

The  casualties  of  the  regiment  fortunately  are 
small.  None  killed ;  three  commissioned  and  ten 
enlisted  men  wounded,  apd  two  missing.  Many 
received  slight  wounds  who  continued  on  duty 
and  are  not  reported. 

It  is  but  justice  to  Gen.  Sully,  whose  continued 
kindness  toward  the  regiment  daily  increases  the 
love  and  veneration  with  which  he  is  regarded  by 
the  men,  to  state  here  that  the  smallness  of  our 
loss,  particularly  during  the  operations  of  the 
thirteenth  instant,  was  owing,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  his  eminent  military  ability,  and  watehful  at- 
tention and  care  in  keeping  the  men  from  unneces- 
sary exposure. 

Any  terms  of  praise  that  I  could  use  would  be 
poor,  should  I  attempt  to  express  my  feelings  of 
satisfaction  and  pride  at  the  conduct  of  the  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  during  this  arduous 
struggle.  They  have  won  additional  honor  for 
themselves  and  their  chosen  State. 

My  health  begins  to  fail  again  under  the  severi- 
ties of  the  service,  and  at  the  earnest  recommend- 

^  Corporal  IrrliM  hM  tinet  retani«d  on  paroloL 


ation  of  the  surgeon,  I  came  to  this  city  for  med- 
ical advice  and  rest  I  expect  to  rej<Hn  my  regi- 
ment again  in  a  few  days.  I  left  camp  on  the 
eighteenth  instant 

Respectfully  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  N.  Morgan, 
Oolond  Ftnt  miiMMttL 

LIEUTENANT-OOLONEL  8AWTER*8  BEPOBT. 
Ix  Camp  vum  VALMOura,  Va.,  Deoembo*  le,  18«i 

Captain  R  2>.  Mauon^  A, A. A,  Genera^  etc : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  Eighth  regiment 
Ohio  volunteers  in  the  battle  near  Fredericks- 
burgh,  on  the  thirteenth  instant 

Pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Kimbsll,  I  re- 
ported with  my  regiment  to  GoL  Mason,  Fourth 
Ohio  volunteers,  at  half-past  ten  A.1L,  and  was 
ordered  by  him  to  move  up  Hanover  street,  by 
the  left  flank,  until  I  should  gross  a  deep  ditch, 
or  canal,  by  a  bridge  on  that  street,  when  my 
regiment  was  to  be  deployed  as  skirmishers  on 
the  right  of  the  line,  the  left  forming  a  junction 
with  the  First  Delaware,  which  regiment,  with 
the  Fourth  Ohio,  was  to  pass  to  the  front  Fur- 
ther to  the  left,  on  a  street  parallel  with  Hanover 
street,  Capt  Grubb,  Fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  was 
sent  with  me  as  a  guide,  but  we  had  scarcely 
moved  a  square,  when  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters, 
in  considerable  force,  opened  a  murderous  fire 
upon  us,  killing  and  wounding  several  We  moved 
forward  at  a  double-quick,  crossed  the  bridge,  and 
formed  the  line  of  skirmishers  under  cover  of  the 
bank,  and  then  moving  briskly  forward,  drove  the 
enemy  out  of  a  clump  of  houses,  shops,  etc,  and 
formed  a  line  under  cover  of  some  fences  and 
buildings,  in  easy  range  of  the  enemy*8  rifle-pit:s» 
and  under  an  enfilading  fire  of  small  arms  and 
artillery  from  the  right 

This  position  wo  maintained  without  any  sup- 
port for  near  an  hour  and  a  hal^  when  CoL  Lock- 
wood,  with  the  Seventh  Virginia,  came  to  our  re- 
lief. At  this  time.  General  Kimball  having  been 
wounded,  GoL  Mason  assumed  command  of  the 
brigade,  and  ordered  me  to  strengthen  the  right 
of  my  line,  which  was  threatened  by  a  heavy  col- 
umn of  the  enemy,  which  I  did,  driving  the  ene- 
my from  his  position  at  the  foot  of  the  hill. 

We  mainteined  this  position  until  after  four 
P.M.,  when,  being  wholly  out  of  ammunition,  by 
CoL  Mason*s  order  I  withdrew  my  line. 

During  the  entire  day  we  were  subjected  to  the 
most  murderous  fire  of  both  artillery  and  small 
arms,  which  swept  over  our  position  and  the 
whole  interval  from  our  line  to  the  town.  Our 
line  was  too  weak  to  advance  upon  the  enemy  s 
works,  and  our  position  was  not  passed  by  any 
troops  up  to  the  time  of  our  withdrawal  My  loss 
was  seven  killed  and  twenty-seven  wounded. 
Among  the  wounded  I  regret  to  mention  Captain 
Allen,  Capt  Pieroe,  and  Adjutant  Lewis ;  among 
the"  killed  was  Seiigeant-Major  EL  E.  Henthom.  a 
most  gallant  and  brave  soldier.  A  full  statement 
of  our  loss  has  been  previously  forwarded. 

My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the  utmost 
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coarage  and  brareiy,  and  deserve  the  highest  re- 
ward and  esteem  of  their  country. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  etc., 

Franklin  Sawter, 

lieateaaaUMoaal  OoamuuidiDg  Eighth  Ohio  Tolunteen. 
OmOAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  ANDRBW& 

December  87, 1863.     f 

Captain  Jaeph  W.  Plume^  A.  A.  A,  G,y  Freneh^9 
DUimtL 

CiPTAiN :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  the  fol- 
lofdng,  as  the  part  taken  by  the  Third  brigade, 
QDiler  my  command,  in  the  attack  on  the  enemy's 
works  near  Fredericksborgh.  On  the  morning  of 
the  twelfth  of  December  at  half-past  seven,  the 
command,  following  Qeneral  Kimbairs  brigade, 
and  advancing  by  the  left  flank,  crossed  the  pon- 
toon bridge,  and  formed  line  of  battle  in  the  main 
street  of  Fredericksburgh,  the  men  keeping  near 
tbdr  anns,  and  the  roll  being  called  every  hour. 
This  eyening,  the  Fourth  New-York  volunteers 
performed  picket-duty.  On  the  morning  of  the 
tiiirteeath,  I  received  marching  orders  from' divi- 
sion headquarters,  and  formed  the  brigade  in  the 
rear  of  Kimball  in  the  following  order,  in  a  street 
running  parallel  with  Main  street :  Tenth  New- 
York  volunteers,  Colonel  Bendix ;  One  Hundred 
sQd  thirtf-seoond  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Albright ;  Fourth  New- York  volunteers, 
Colonel  McGregor.  The  First  Delaware  regiment 
^«ing  now  detailed  as  skirmishers,  in  advance  of 
KimbalFs  brigade,  and  the  column  formed  right 
in  front,  I  reported  to  Brigadier-General  French, 
83  r^j  to  move,  and  received  my  final  instruc- 
tioDs.  The  men  seemed  full  of  enthusiasm,  and 
^^  to  meet  the  enemy.  At  this  time  Colonel 
^diz  received  a  shell-wound  and  Capt.  Salmon 
^Hnchester  assumed  command  of  the  Tenth  New- 
York  Tolunteera 

At  twelve  iL,  the  command  "  Forward  I "  was 
gi^ea  My  instructions  were  to  move  by  flank  to 
» position  indicated,  hce  to  the  front,  thus  form- 
ing the  brigade  in  line  of  battle,  and  keeping  one 
hundred  and  fifty  paces  in  the  rear  of  Kimball  to 
^pport  bim.  We  accordingly  advanced  briskly 
aodw  a  heavy  artillery-fire,  until  we  reached  the 
p^itioD  indicated,  then  fiicing  to  the  front  march- 
ed steadily  up  the  slope,  and  took  a  position  in 
^halTs  rear.  We  remained  here  a  short  time, 
vitil  finding  that  his  ranks  had'  become  reduced, 
^  that  although  he  held  his  ground  nobly,  he 
v»  unable  to  improve  his  position,  I  ordered  my 
Qen  forward  to  support  him.  The  commanders 
f<  re^ments  led  on  thebr  men  in  a  manner  wor- 
%  of  ail  praise  and  remained  engaged  until  re* 
^^ed  in  turn  by  the  next  advancing  brigade. 
^7  then  retired  and  were  re-formed  in  the  sec- 
ond street  from  the  river  under  their  regimental 
('ommanders.  Having  myself  become  disabled 
during  the  action,  I  did  not  leave  the  field  until 
2^  four  oMock ;  and  finding  myself  on  my  re- 
turn unable  to  perform  duty,  I  turned  over  the 
^Quoand  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Marshall,  Tenth 
Kev-York  volunteers,  who  had  been  detailed  on 


special  duty  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  with 
the  pioneers,  and  was  not  present  in  the  action. 

In  conclusion,  I  b^  leave  to  state  that  the  offi- 
cers behaved  with  exemplary  coolness,  and  the 
men  with  the  steadiness  and  courage  of  vetetana 
I  wish  also  particularly  to  mention  the  efficient 
services  of  Colonel  Jonn  D.  McGregor,  Fourth 
New- York  volunteers,  wounded  in  the  arm; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Charles  Albright,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-second  Pennsylvania  volunteers ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Wm.  Jameson,  Fourth  New- 
York  volunteers ;  Major  Thomas  A.  Smyth,  First 
Delaware  volunteers;  Miyor  Chafes  Kruger, 
Fourth  New-York  volunteers,  and  Captain  Salmoir 
Winchester,  an  accomplished  gentleman  and  a 
true  soldier,  who  fell  mortally  woimded,  while 
commanding  and  leading  on  his  regiment,  the 
Tenth  New- York  volunteers.  Also,  to  tihe  valua- 
ble aid  afibrded  me  by  the  gentlemen  of  my  sta^ 
Lieutenant  W.  P.  Saville,  A.A.G. ;  Lieutenant 
Theodore  Rogers,  A.D.,  severely  wounded  by  my 
side,  while  the  command  was  under  a  heavy  fire 
of  musketry,  and  Lieutenant  W.  C.  Inhofi^  Aid. 

Having  already  testified  to  the  good  conduct  of 
those  under  my  immediate  command,  it  becomes 
my  duty  also  to  state  that  the  First  Delaware  vol- 
unteers, detached  as  skirmishers,  were  reported 
to  me  as  having  behaved  with  great  courage  and 
endurance.  That  after  driving  in  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  they  sustained  alone  their  fire  for  a 
considerable  time,  before  the  supporting  column 
arrived,  and  that  after  expending  all  their  ammu- 
nition, they  retired  in  good  order.  Major  T.  A. 
Smyth  in  command,  is  represented  as  having  dis- 
played much  coolness  and  ability.  The  list  of 
casualties  will  be  reported  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Marshall,  now  in  command. 

Very  respectfully,  your  oVt  servant, 

John  W.  Andrews, 

Colonel  Commanding  Third  Brigade. 

LnBUTENANT-COLONEL   BIRNETS   REPORT. 

Post  op  THntTY-nonTB  N.  Y.  VoLUKTBKiig,     ) 
Oh  n»  Battlk-Fiild,  December  15, 1862.  f 

To  Captain  John  M,  Oooney^  Assistant  Adjutant- 

General : 

Sir  :  I  respectfully  submit  the  following  report 
of  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirty-eighth  New- York 
volunteers  in  the  action  of  the  thirteenth  instant : 

After  crossing  the  Rappahannock  in  the  fore- 
noon with  the  brigade,  I  was  ordered  to  support 
the  batteries  of  the  division,  and  was  so  employed 
until  between  two  and  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, when  the  Thirty-eighth  and  Fortieth  New- 
York  volunteers  were  ordered  to  advance  in  line 
of  battle  against  the  enemy.  A  body  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania reserves,  part  of  General  Reynolds's 
troops,  had  preceded  us.  We  advanced  over  a 
meadow  intersected  by  two  parallel  ditch-drains, 
from  five  to  six  feet  deep,  with  steep  sides,  and 
at  many  points  almost  impassable.  The  line  was 
thrown  into  partial  disorder  by  these  obstacles. 
We  were  now  under  a  heavy  fire  f^om  the  field 
and  woods  on  left  and  front  Some  ten  or  fifteen 
men  fell  wounded  near  the  second  ditch.    The 
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regiment  continued  to  advance,  the  right  wing  en- 
tering the  woods,  the  left  on  the  open  field.  At 
this  point  large  numbers  of  General  Reynolds's 
troops  burst  through  the  right  wing  in  a  pell-mell 
retreat  The  Thirty-eighth  moved  now  right  ob- 
lique into  the  woods  and  then  forward  upon  the 
enemy  posted  in  great  strength  in  several  lines 
on  the  slope  beyond  the  railroad,  and  not  ceasing 
to  pour  in  upon  us  a  deadly  and  unbroken  fire. 
The  regiment  charged  some  distance  beyond  the- 
railroad  and  did  not  march  in  retreat  until  nine 
of  its  officer^  and  seventy-nine  of  its  men  were 
wounded,  and  fourteen  kiUed. 
'  Within  an  hour  after  this  heavy  loss  the  regi- 
ment marched  again  in  perfect  order  to  the  front 
line  of  battle,  and  remained  on  the  battle-field 
until  seven  p.m.  on  the  fourteenth. 

This  morning  we  are  again  on  the  front  line, 
officers  and  men  in  fine  spirits  and  ready  to  meet 
the  enemy. 

The  number  of  enlisted  men  was  three  hundred 
and  fifty-five. 

The  officers  present  did  tkeir  duty  nobly,  lead- 
ing their  companies  bravely  to  the  charge.  Gap- 
tain  Dennett's  services  on  the  right  wing  were 
invaluable,  and  when  the  color-beiurer  fell  wound- 
ed, Lieutenant  Pendergrast  seized  the  color  and 
encouraged  the  men.  Sergeants  Dennis  McCarty 
and  Friend  A.  Smith,  corporal  Thomas  Qarrigan 
and  private  Philip  Mahoney  have  been  brought 
prominently  to  my  notice  for  distinguished  brave- 
ry. There  are  many  others,  however,  who  are 
equally  deservii^  and  whom  I  shall  mention  in 
my  supplementary  report 

Respectfully  submitted,  Wm.  Birnst, 

Lieatenant-Colonel  Oommandlng  Thirty-eighth  N.  T.  Vola. 

CAPTAIN  H.  M.  HOTT'S  REPORT. 

HiADQUAwmn  Bioitth  CowirBcncirr  VoLuimna, ) 
Falmouth,  Va.,  December  18,  1802.  ) 

Adjutant' General  J,  2>.  Williaim: 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  movements  of  the  Eighth 
regiment  Connecticut  volunteers  during  the  re- 
cent operations  against  the  enemy*s  position  near 
Fredericksburgh. 

For  a  few  days  previous  to  the  engagement  the 
r^ment  had  been  stationed  upon  the  bank  of 
the  river  opposite  the  centre  of  the  city,  in  sup- 
port of  Dickinson^s  battery.  On  the  morning  of 
December  eleventh,  when  the  contest  commenced, 
we  numbered  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight  en- 
listed men  and  sixteen  commissioned  officers  for 
duty,  under  command  of  Major  J.  £.  Ward.  At 
a  point  near  our  camp  the  work  of  laying  a  dou- 
ble pontoon-bridge  was  commenced  before  day- 
light on  the  eleventh,  but  when  about  half  com- 
pleted the  engineers  were  driven  away  from  their 
work  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters, 
who  were  concealed  in  cellars  and  ntie-pits  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  Our  artillery  now 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  and  under  cover  of  a 
hundred  guns  the  engineers  i^in  returned  to 
their  work,  and  were  again  repulsed  with  terrible 
slaughter. 

At  this  point  of  affairs.  Gen.  Getty  came  to  our 


camp  and  called  for  volunteers  from  the  Eighth  to 
join  the  engineers  in  one  more  effort  to  complete 
the  bridge.  About  ninety  of  our  men  imniediatelr 
offered  their  services,  and  under  the  command  of 
Gapt  Marsh  and  Lieuts.  Ford  and  Morgan,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  bridge  and  commenced  the  woric ; 
but  after  laying  one  length  of  the  bridge  they 
were  ordered  to  retire  by  Maj^r  Spalding  of  the 
engineers,  after  suffering  a  loss  of  two  men 
wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  the  twelfth  we  were  ordered 
by  Col.  Harland  to  join  our  brigade,  which  was 
about  crossing  into  the  dty  by  the  middle  bridge 
We  crossed  about  sunset  and  took  our  position  in 
Caroline  street  stacked  arms,  and  remained  until 
the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  when  we  were 
again  moved  down  by  the  bank  of  the  river,  near 
the  middle  bridge,  Vnd  remained  there  until  late 
in  the  afternoon,  exposed  to  a  severe  raking  tire 
from  our  own  artillery,  which  was  posted  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river.  At  sundown  we 
were  ordered  forward  and  marched  through  the 
city,  forming  in  line  of  battle  on  a  street  in  rear 
of  the  city,  facing  the  enemy's  position,  and  then 
going  forward  to  the  support  of  our  troops  who 
were  fighting  fiercely  in  front  After  advancing 
about  five  hundred  yards  under  a  sharp  artillery- 
fire,  we  received  the  order  to  halt  behind  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  and  remained  in  this  place  lying  on  our 
arms  until  morning,  when  we  were  ordered  to  re- 
turn to  the  city  and  resume  our  former  position  in 
Caroline  street 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth.  Major  Ward 
was  compelled  to  retire  from  the  field  on  accouat 
of  illness,  and  the  command  of  the  raiment  de- 
volved upon  Capt  U.  M.  Uoyt  About  eleven  a^x. 
on  the  fifteenth,  the  regiment  was  ordered  to  the 
front  of  our  lines  to  strengnien  and  extend  the 
advanced  line  of  videttes  under  Capt  Charles  L 
Upham,  of  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  volunteers^ 
We  remained  here,  exchanging  occasional  shoU 
with  the  enemy^s  sharp-shooters,  until  evening, 
when  we  were  relieved  by  the  Thirteenth  New- 
Uampshire  regiment,  and  rejoined  the  brigade  in 
the  rear  of  the  city,  and  then  re-crossed  the  brid^ 
and  returned  to  our  former  camp  near  the  Laoev 
House. 

There  is  no  necessity  of  saying  any  thins  ia 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  men,  as  Connecticut 
soldiers  always  do  credit  to  their  native  State. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  casualties:  woundeti 
December  eleventh,  private  Robert  Rice,  Co.  C 
mortally  in  abdomen;  private  Sylvester  Godfi^y, 
Co.  H,  shoulder,  slightly ;  December  thirteorith, 
private  George  Root,  Co.  A,  shoulder,  slightly. 
Total  wounded,  three. 

By  order  of  Captain  Hexrt  M.  Hoyt, 

.  Commanding  Eighth  Regiment  Gonnectlcut  TolonteeA 

Hemrt  C.  Hall, 

Acting  Adjutant. 
OPERATIONS  OF  THE  BANITART  OOMMISSIOX. 

Rxpoar  of  dr.  oouolas. 

F,  X.  Olmsted,  Esq, : 

Sir  :  The  report  of  the  "  Battle  of  Fredericks- 
burgh,'* December  tiiirteenth,  was  brought  to  os 
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bj  telegraph  the  night  of  the  battle.  The  next 
morning  a  inropeller  was  chartered,  laden  with 
stores,  and  with  a  special  relief  party,  consisting 
of  Dr.  K  G.  Clark,  Dr.  a  C.  Foster,  Dr.  Swan, 
Dr.  Homiston,  Mr.  Elliott,  Mr.  Abbott,  and  Mr. 
Walter,  all  connected  with  th%  Commission,  and, 
with  Rer.  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  Page,  Mr.  Hall,  and 
Mr.  Webster,  Tolanieers,  I  started  at  evening  for 
the  front 

We  reached  Aoquia,  landing  with  our  extra  sup- 
plies at  daybreak  on  Monday,  and  all  of  the  party, 
with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Abbott,  Mr.  Murray,  and 
myseUI  were  immediately  sent  forward.  They  ar- 
rired  in  Fredericksburgh  to  assist  in  the  removal 
of  the  wounded  to  the  field-hospitals,  where  they 
were  all  placed  in  tents,  and,  under  the  circum- 
stances, were  well  cared  for.  Our  camp  had  been 
located  near  the  Phillips  House,  by  Dr.  Andrew, 
IS  being  the  most  central  position,  and  it  was 
hm  that  I  found  all  of  our  corps,  both  those 
who  had  come  forward  the  day  before,  and  those 
who  had  preceded  us. 

The  scene  at  our  field  station  was  a  busy  one. 
Could  the  contributors  to  the  stores  and  the 
treasQTj  of  the  Commission  have  heard  the  fer- 
Teot  expressions  of  grateful  relief;  could  they  have 
f^eo  the  comfort  which  their  bounty  afforded  our 
brave  woanded ;  could  they  realize  by  actual  in- 
tercourse with  the  wounded,  for  instance,  the  suf- 
fering from  cold  alleviated  by  the  abundant  sup- 
ply of  blankets  which  their  bounty  had  provided ; 
omid  they  have  observ«Ml  the  change  produced 
when  the  soiled  and  bloody  garments  were  re- 
placed by  dean  and  warm  clothing  which  they 
^  sent,  they  would  be  eager  to  replenish  our 
storehooses  and  keep  our  hands  filled  with  the 
>K&ns  to  accomplish  these  purposes. 

Early  Tuesday  morning  the  rain  subsided,  the 
sun  appeared,  and  the  weather  became  clear  and 
cold.  The  wounded  were  for  the  most  part  placed 
in  bospital-tentfs  upon  a  plentiful  supply  of  hay. 
Btanki'ts  had  to  repair  the  absence  uf  stoves, 
which  by  some  singular  mistake  had  arrived  in  a 
condition  not  to  be  used,  the  necessary  stove-pipe 
pot  being  included  in  the  shipment  The  supply 
U)  the  luufids  of  the  purveyor  soon  became  ex- 
l^usted  from  the  unusual  demands  made  upon 
i^im  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather. 
Hrtunateiy  we  were  enabled  to  supplement  his 
s^^ires,  and  to  answer  his  calls  upon  us  from  the 
f^erre  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  blankets 
tod  oTer  nine  hundred  quilts,  which  we  had  sent 
^ard.  Many  of  these  were  employed  in  cover- 
'>&g  the  wounded  during  the  period  of  their  trans- 
(■ortation  by  car  and  steamboat  from  the  field- 
bo>pitaU  to  the  general  hospitals  at  Washington. 
The  comfort  of  the  wounded  and  the  result  of 
the  treatment  of  their  wounds  were  materially 
affected  by  the  change  of  clothing  provided  by  us. 
We  had  been  able  to  get  up  to  our  field-station 
tive  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty-two  woolen 
i>bir^  four  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
lune  pairs  woolen  drawers^  four  thousand  two 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  pairs  socks,  and  orer  two 
thousand  five  hundred  towels,  among  other  arti- 
cles.   These  were  liberally  distributed  wherever 


the  surgeons  of  hospitals  indicated  that  there  wag 
a  need.  Certain  articles  of  hospital  furniture,  of 
which  there  was  a  comparatively  greater  want 
than  of  any  thing  else,  were  freely  obtained  by  all 
surgeons  at  our  station.  Stimulants,  I  am  happy 
to  say,  were  in  great  abundance  among  the  pur- 
veyor's stores,  so  that  the  calls  upon  us  were 
few.  The  same  was  generally  true  of  food,  and 
positively  so  of  all  kinds  of  medicinal  articles, 
which  at  other  battles  have  been  furnished  by 
us.  Nothing  of  the  kind  was  asked  for.  In  the 
article  of  food  alone,  we  issued  in  one  week  solely 
to  t^ospitals  sixteen  barrels  of  dried  fruit,  ten 
boxes  of  soda  biscuit,  six  barrels  of  crackers, 
nearly  one  thousand  pounds  of  concentrated  milk. 
The  beef  stock  we  had  brought  up  was,  I  am  again 
happy  to  say,  not  needed,  there  being  a  bountiful 
provision  among  the  hospital  stores,  and  fresh 
beef  at  command  at  all  times,  and  in  any  quan- 
tity. 

As  rapidly  as  the  wounded  were  attended  to 
and  put  in  a  condition  for  safe  transportation, 
they  were  removed  from  the  field-hospitals  to  the 
general  hospitals  in  Washington  and  Point  Look- 
out The  removal  was  effected  by  ambulance  or 
stretcher  to  the  cars,  by  cars  to  the  landing  at 
Acquia  Creek,  and  thence  to  Washington  by  steam- 
boat The  principal  battle  occurred  on  the  thir- 
teenth December,  and  on  the  twenty-fifth  the  last 
of  the  wounded  were  removed.  The  floors  of 
both  cars  and  boats  were  well  covered  with  fresh 
hay,  and  in  addition  to  this,  the  severely  wound- 
ed had  mattresses  or  bed-sacks. 

In  order  to  meet  whatever  demands  might 
arise  for  the  proper  sustenance  of  the  wounded 
while  on  this  trying  journey,  Mr.  Knapp,  our 
special  relief  agent,  was  despatched  from  Wash- 
ington to  Acquia  Creek  to  provide  suitable  accom- 
modations for  furnishing  food  or  shelter  at  that 
point  A  kitchen  was  improvised  upon  the  land- 
ing, and  the  first  night  meals  were  provided  for 
six  hundred  wounded  brought  down  by  the  cars. 
Mr.  Knapp  was  cordially  assisted  in  this  humane 
work  by  several  members  of  the  Christian  Com- 
mission who  were  present  at  that  place.  Through 
the  cordial  cooperation  of  the  Quartermaster  of 
the  Port,  Mr.  Knapp  had  a  building  erected  ad- 
joining our  portable  storehouse,  which  affords 
shelter  and  a  good  bed  to  nearly  a  hundred  every 
night 

Our  field  operations  have  gradually  diminished 
with  the  removal  of  the  wounded.  The  details 
of  the  number  of  articles  received  and  issued,  the 
hospitals  to  which  they  were  issued,  with  the 
quantity  in  each  case,  and  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  surgeon,  together  with  the  account  of  the 
stock  on  hand  on  the  twenty-fourth  instant,  I  beg 
leave  to  present  in  the  accompanying  schedule. 
Our  supplies  were  brought  up  from  Acquia  Creek 
in  every  case  iu  charge  of  a  special  messenger. 
By  the  schedule  it  will  be  seen  that  all  the  divi- 
sion hospitals  were  visited  and  supplies  furnished 
to  them  on  requisition.  Besides  this  supplies 
were  also  issued  to  a  number  of  brigade  hospitals, 
and  to  over  fifty  regimental  hospitals  previous  to 
my  leaving  on  the  twenty-fourth  December.  The 
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issae  to  regimental  and  brigade  hospitalB  was 
continued  by  Dr.  Andrew  after  my  departure,  an 
account  of  wbich  will  be  hereafter  furnished. 

I  cannot  close  my  report  without  referring  you 
to  the  organization  of  the  Medical  Corps  of  the 
army  during  and  subsequent  to  the  last  battle. 
The  plan  proposed  by  the  Medical  Director  of 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  in  his  circular  of  Octo- 
ber thirtieth,  was  first  successfully  carried  into 
operation  at  this  time.  I  respectfully  refer  you 
to  that  circular. 

Respectfully,  J.  H.  Douglas, 

Aiioa  Beo.  flaniUrj  Gommliaioii. 

CHAPLAIN  A.  H.  LUN0*8  LETTER. 

Gamp  mux  FuDBuouBimoH,  Ta.,  ) 

niADQUABTBas  Thutt-vhibd  N.  T.  T.,  Dm.  S8,  ISISL  ) 

General  Granger: 

Mr  Dbar  Friend:  The  last  few  days  have 
been  days  of  excitement  and  interest  to  Uie  army 
of  the  Potomac.  They  will  be  memorable  in  his- 
tory when  you  and  I  are  dead. 

On  Thursday  momii^  of  the  eleventh  instant, 
our  brigade  moved  from  camp  toward  Fredericks- 
burgh,  six  or  eight  miles  distant  It  was  a  clear, 
beautiful,  cold  morning,  and  the  stars  shone  as 
brightly  as  in  the  old  Empire  State.  The  ground 
was  thinly  sprinkled  with  snow  and  firmly  frozen, 
idlowing  our  artillery  to  roll  smoothly  along, 
breaking  through  only  in  lowland  places.  We 
had  not  marched  very  &r  before  the  serene  still- 
ness of  the  morning  was  broken  by  the  roar  of 
cannon  which  told  us  there  was  work  ahead. 
Just  at  the  break  of  day  we  descended  from 
Stafford  Heights  into  the  valley  of  the  Rappahan- 
nock, which  was  overhung  by  a  dense  fog.  We 
slowly  approached  the  river  about  two  miles  be- 
low Fredericksburgh  City,  where  the  engineers 
were  hard  at  work  in  throwing  across  the  stream 
two  pontoon-bridges.  Dense  clouds  of  fo^  and 
smoke  hung  so  thickly  oyer  the  river,  that  it  was 
nearly  noon  before  we  could  distinctly  see  the 
opposite  shore.  When  the  bridges  were  nearly 
complete,  a  company  of  rebels  made  a  charge  on 
the  workmen,  wounding  a  few,  but  killing  none. 
Our  cannoneers  soon  put  them  to  flight,  and  the 
two  bridges  were  in  order  before  the  going  down 
of  the  sun.  Our  eyes  could  now  sweep  across 
the  river,  the  broad  fertile  plains  and  the  woody 
mountains  beyond.  Here  and  there  we  could  see 
squads  of  cavalry  and  groups  of  infantry.  Again 
and  again,  the  enemy  struggled,  with  shell,  sbot, 
and  bullets,  to  impede  our  crossing.  But  our 
batteries  had  been  planted  along  the  banks  and 
on  the  hills,  overlooking  the  river,  spreading  death 
and  terror  among  the  enemy.  Crossing  was  now 
effected  below  the  city!  At  this  hour  the  firing 
of  our  heavy  guns  above,  below,  and  at  the  city 
became  incessant  Our  forces  now  began  to  cross. 
The  first  company  that  planted  their  feet  on  the 
opposite  shore,  made  the  air  ring  with  their  cheers. 
The  roar  of  our  artillery  was  constant,  loud  and 
terrific.  For  a  time  it  exceeded  any  thing  I  had 
ever  before  heard.  Never  did  I  look  on  a  scene 
more  splendid.  The  air  was  still,  and  the  sun 
went  down  tinging  the  sky  with  deep  golden 


light,  while  the  smoke  from  the  cannon^s  moatiii 
and  bursting  shell,  rolled  gently  upward  in  dark 
columns,  or  whirling  aloft,  chasing  itself  in  grace- 
ful rings  like  a  thing  of  beauty.  As  night  drew 
on  we  could  see  the  fire  in  rapid  succession  leap- 
ing out  fi*om  th%  cannon*s  mouth,  displaying  a 
scene  of  grandeur  and  aw&  For  six  and  eight 
miles  distant,  the  windows  of  dwellings  rattled 
as  if  an  earthquake  was  at  work.  It  was  thougbt 
best  that  but  few  should  cross  until  morning. 
Our  division  (Howe^s)  retired  from  the  river  to 
the  mountain  and  bivouacked  in  the  woods  till 
morning. 

Friday  morning  before  the  sun  was  up  we  were 
under  motion.  We  soon  stood  along  the  bank, 
while  thousands  were  hurriedly  dashii^  their 
way  to  the  opposite  shore.  It  was  a  bright  sunny 
morning,  and  the  church  spires  of  Frederick  City 
were  full  in  view.  The  smok^  sky  and  the  clouds 
of  thin  foggy  vapor  were  fieeing  away,  while  the 
gleaming  of  a  hundred  thousand  guns  greeted  our 
eyes.  The  tramp  of  the  war-horse,  the  roll  of  ar- 
tillery, and  the  tread  of  the  soldier,  was  occasion- 
ally muffled  by  the  roar  of  artillery  from  the  hilU 
in  our  rear,  sending  their  deadly  missiles  boarsdj 
shrieking  over  our  heads.  In  two  hours  the  broad 
fields  on  the  south  bank  were  swarming  with 
Union  soldiers  drawn  in  line  of  battle.  Hookers 
and  Franklin^s  grand  divisions  crossed  below  the 
city.  The  rebels  occasionally  opened  their  batte^ 
ries  from  the  mountain,  to  which  ours  repliod 
from  Stafford  Heights  on  the  other  side.  The 
musket-firing  between  skirmishers  at  times  was 
very  brisk.  The  day  was  mostly  spent,  however, 
in  getting  our  men  in  position  and  seeking  oat 
the  strongholds  of  the  enemy.  One  man  of  our 
regiment  in  the  afternoon  was  wounded  by  a  stray 
ball,  causing  amputation  of  the  leg. 

The  suiigeons  of  our  corps  selected  for  a  hos- 
pital a  large  massive  stone  building,  situated  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  river,  a  little  below  where 
we  had  crossed.  This  was  an  exposed  position, 
but  the  best  we  could  do  under  the  circumstances. 
From  the  door  I  could  look  out  upon  the  long 
line  of  battle  terminating  at  the  banks  of  the  river, 
some  half  a  mile  below  us ;  and  bending  around 
resting  its  right  wing  on  the  city  of  Fredericks- 
burgh above  us.  The  building  was  elegantly  fur- 
nished with  paintings,  pictures,  drawings,  mir- 
rors, and  with  other  things  to  correspond.  It 
was  owned  by  a  wealthy  old  secesh  bachelor  of 
a  literary  stamp.  But  a  sudden  change  came 
over  the  spirit  of  his  dreams.  Nearly  one  hun- 
dred of  his  slaves  had  run  away,  and  he  was  put 
under  arrest  and  sent  up  toward  the  north  star. 
Union  officers  fed  their  horses  from  his  crib,  slept 
on  his  bed,  eat  from  his  table,  read  his  library 
books,  sat  in  his  chairs,  smoked  his  segars  and 
drank  his  sugar  and  coffee  from  his  china  cups. 

Saturday  morning  was  as  warm  as  a  ^>ring; 
day.  The  cannonading  began  about  nine  a.m, 
and  continued  without  any  long  intervals  undl 
after  dark.  It  was  a  long,  sorrowful,  busy  day«| 
At  the  battle  of  Antietam,  the  engagement  y 
general  all  along  the  lino  at  once.  But  not 
her&    The  battle  raged  like  a  fierce  storm.    Some* 
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times  on  our  extreme  right,  sometimes  to  the  left^ 
and  then  in  front  Our  men  made  sereral  des- 
perate charges  at  an  immense  sacrifice,  without 
success.  'Die  enemy's  superior  position  and  im- 
pregnable works  rendered  them  superior  in  power. 
Yet  they  did  not  drive  us.  Our  lines  of  battle 
remained  firm  and  unbroken.  All  our  men  asked 
VIS,  to  meet  the  enemy  on  even  footing. 

The  hospital  was  in  range  of  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  at  times  the  shells  screamed  fearfully  over 
Q$  and  around  us.  Fragments  flew  into  the  door. 
A  poor  soldier  had  just  reached  the  steps  from 
the  field  with  a  wound  in  his  arm,  when  a  shell 
(iishing  at  his  feet,  most  shockingly  mangled  his 
right  leg.  This  lad,  twenty  minutes  before,  stood 
in  the  ranks  full  of  bravery  and  life.  Now  with 
broiten  arm  and  gory  leg  he  sits  sighing  and  weep- 
ing with  pain.  A  little  while  af^rward,  and  we 
£nd  this  yoong  warrior  lying  in  the  chamber  upon 
1  btinch  of  straw  with  only  one  leg  and  one  arm. 
Such  are  the  fortunes  of  war. 

The  wounded  came  rapidly  in  from  the  field, 
some  on  foot  and  alone,  some  supported  on  either 
^e  hj  fellow-soldiers,  some  in  clusters  of  two, 
three,  and  four ;  all  wounded  and  clutching  to 
each  other;  some  borne  on  stretchers,  some  car- 
ried on  the  back  of  a  fellow-soldier  or  brother, 
tnd  some  in  the  ambulances,  which  were  busy 
^  the  day  long  and  a  good  part  of  the  night 
Hivfpitals  were  also  established  across  the  river 
urarious  convenient  points.  We  stored  these 
UTiMunate  creatures  away  as  best  we  could. 
Ther  lay  scattered  here  and  there  all  over  the 
.Ttfd,  in  the  corn-house,  smoke-house,  and  slave 
^'i2ntie&  In  the  hospital,  we  filled  the  rooms  be- 
lotr  and  above,  and  many  were  carried  into  the 
csllar. 

^ly  in  the  day,  our  Brig. -General  Vinton  was 
bounded.  With  unusual  firmness  and  masterly 
s«if-poi«session,  he  remained  on  his  horse  until  he 
reached  the  hospital  The  ball  entered  the  abdo- 
men on  his  right  side  a  little  above  the  hip-bone, 
ind  was  cut  out  on  his  back.  It  is  thought  that 
tlie  wound  is  not  mortal  In  every  possible  con- 
^iTable  way  men  were  wounded.  I  saw  one  man 
^ith  gun  in  band,  walking  with  a  firm  step  and 
a  cheerful  countenance,  having  been  struck  by  a 
Hece  of  shell  in  the  forehead,  laying  bare  the 
brain  so  I  could  see  every  pulsation.  It  is  really 
surprising  how  soon  one  becomes  accustomed  to 
t^t^'^e  scenes  of  suffering,  so  that  broken  bones  and 
l^gled  limbs  can  be  attended  to  with  untrem- 
bling  nerve.  I  was  busily  engaged  nearly  all  day  in 
the  amputating-room  where  feet,  legs,  arms,  and 
^^^gm  were  cut  ofC  Late  at  night  we  stretched 
curseWes  upon  the  floor  for  rest  I  laid  myself 
^^  nearly  under  the  amputating-table,  where, 
Bering  the  day,  was  a  pool  of  blood  and  a  pile  of 
UDputated  limbs.  We  were  all  tired.  I  take 
plea»ire  in  proclaiming  all  honor  to  the  sui^geons 
it  this  hospital  t  Never  were  surgeons  more  kind 
^  fiu'thfal  This  day  will  be  memorable  in  his- 
^\  it  was  the  chief  of  days  amid  the  days  of 
battle.  Our  army  suffered  the  most  on  this  day 
^^  ftoy.  The  deathly  missiles  rained  down  from 
the  hiUs  amid  the  smoke  and  thunder  of  booming 


cannon,  carrying  death  throueh  our  ranks  and 
drenching  the  field  with  blood.  Night  drew  its 
sablei  curtains  around  the  scene,  giving  relief  to 
our  brave  young  warriors.  The  cannon's  mouth 
was  hushed  into  stillness,  and  our  long  lines  of 
battle  sank  down  to  slumber  on  their  arms,  upon 
the  cold  ground,  to  dream  of  blood  and  battle,  or 
perchance  of  home  and  loved  ones  far  away. 

Sunday, — Never  did  a  Sabbath  morning  dawn 
inore  brightlv.  At  early  dawn  I  walked  to  the 
river  and  looked  down  upon  the  rolling  waters  as 
the  sun  lighted  up  the  eastern  sky.  The  air  was 
as  bland  as  a  May's  day  morning,  and  the  birds 
sweetly  warbled  their  notes  along  the  beautiful 
banks  of  the  old  Rappahannock.  But  very  soon 
this  enchanting  spell  was  broken  by  the  rattling 
of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  artillery.  The  ene- 
my, however,  gave  but  little  or  no  reply.  They 
persisted  in  maintaining  a  sort  of  dignified  silence, 
so  that  our  firing  soon  ceased,  only  as  it  was  oc- 
casionally carried  on  by  the  pickets.  The  day 
was  passed  in  comparative  silence.  It  was  a  long, 
sad,  lonely  Sabbath  day  in  the  hospital 

Monday  came.  We  had  expected  this  day  to 
have  been  bloody  and  decisive.  Yet  there  was 
but  little  fighting.  All  our  wounded  were  or- 
dered across  the  river,  and  the  surgeons  to  vacate 
the  hospital,  which  we  left  about  the  middle  of 
the  afternoon,  and  took  a  position  under  the  bank 
near  the  river.  The  long  lines  of  battle  were  yet 
unbroken.  The  carrying  off  of  the  wounded,  the 
retiring  of  our  supply-wagons,  might  have  been 
interpreted  by  the  enemy,  as  it  was  by  many  of 
our  own  men,  ^*  getting  ready  for  a  bloody  day's 
work  to-morrow."  But  no  sooner  was  it  dark 
than  our  reserve  forces  began  to  move  silently 
but  rapidly  to  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The 
night  was  dark  and  the  wind  was  favorable.  It 
was  a  busy  night  with  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
Our  brigade  crossed  at  about  eight  p.m.,  and  were 
stationed  on  the  bank  a  little  below,  to  cover  the 
retreat  Driving  a  stake  in  the  ground,  to  which 
I  hitched  my  horse,  (not  venturing  to  take  off  the 
saddle,)  I  remained  with  my  regiment  till  morn- 
ing. About  four  A«M.  we  had  a  drenching,  cold 
rain,  which  we  received  in  sober  silence.  By 
dayhght  every  regiment  of  that  vast  army  had 
crossed,  and  the  bridges  were  removed.  A  few 
pickets  and  stragglers  came  running  to  the  bank 
and  were- taken  over  in  boats.  Some  were  closely 
pursued  by  the  rebels,  and  throwing  away  knap- 
sacks, swam  th«  river. 

The  enemy  must  have  been  fiot  a  little  sur- 
prised as  they  looked  down  from  their  impreg- 
nable heights  upon  the  bloody  field  below,  which 
they  saw  a  few  hours  before  bristling  with  a  hun- 
dred thousand  bayonets  and  trembling  beneath 
the  tramp  of  the  bravest  soldiers  on  earth. 

Why  were  we  thrown  across  here  ?  Why  were 
we  thrust  into  the  veirY  jaws  of  death,  where  our 
lines  could  be  raked  niom  one  end  to  the  other  ? 
These  are  fair  questions.  But  it  may  be  modesty 
for  a  subordinate  officer  not  to  undertake  the  an- 
swer. 

This  defeat,  I  believe,  has  had  a  demoralizing 
infiuence  on  our  soldiers  and  officers  in  this  re- 
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spect.  It  takes  away  from  them  that  confidence 
of  success  which  is  so  essential  for  the  triumph 
and  glory  of  an  army.  It  makes  them  falter,  and 
leads  them  to  question  whether  a  divided  North 
can  successfully  fight  a  united  South. 

During  the  forenoon  of  Tuesday,  shots  were 
exchanged  from  the  opposite  heights  while  our 
forces  were  retiring  from  the  river.  While  so 
many  of  our  fellow  regiments  suffered  severely, 
yet  the  "  Thirty-third  has  reason  to  thank  God 
that  not  a  man  was  killed  and  only  two  or  three 
wounded.  For  four  days  and  nights  our  army 
were  in  line  of  battle  without  beds  and  shelter. 
Wrapping  their  blankets  around  them,  they  laid 
down  for  rest  upon  the  cold  ground,  not  knowing 
what  the  hour  might  bring  forth. 

But  as  if  nature  would  favor  us,  these  four 
days  and  nights  were  warm  and  pleasant  Yet 
they  were  not  passed  by  our  soldiers  without 
more  or  less  of  suffering.  They  could  not  be.  Yet 
all  these  hardships  would  have  been  cheerfully 
borne  if  this  could  only  have  been  the  closing 
fight  of  the  war.  Our  young  warriors  are  un- 
flinching in  their  valor,  but  months  and  years  of 
.  absence  and  weary  toil  have  led  them  to  wish  that 
wars  would  cease.  Amid  their  hardships  and  self- 
denials  they  are  cheerful,  yet  the  love  of  mothers 
and  sisters,  the  smiles  of  wives  and  prattling 
children  beckon  theui  homeward.  Tlie  Union 
army  has  met  the  enemy  on  more  than  fifly 
battle-fields.  But  if  an  honorable  and  perma- 
nent peace  can  be  procured,  they  are  ready  to 
meet  them  on  fifly  more.  We  believe  that  the 
crisis  of  this  bloody  struggle  is  not  far  off.  May 
He  even  grant  us  wisdom  and  bravery  to  give  the 
crowning  blow  that  shall  unfurl  our  banner  over 
every  State  of  this  once  peaceful,  happy,  and 
prosperous  Union. 

Very  respectfully  yours,  A.  H.  Lung, 

Chaplain  Thirty-third  New-torlc  Yolunteere. 

CINCINNATI  "COMMERCIAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Falxodtb,  December  17, 1892. 

There  was  much  diflQculty  in  the  early  part  of 
last  week  in  procuring  passes  from  Washington 
to  the  line  of  operations  of  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, but  once  procured,  no  one  seemed  inter- 
ested in  giving  them  a  strict  examination.  I 
spent  two  days  in  Washington  providing  m3^self 
with  the  document  that,  according  to  orders,  was 
demanded  before  transportation  to  the  Rappa- 
hannock could  be  procured,  and  from  the  War 
Office  to  Gen.  Burnside*s  tent  it  remained  snugly 
folded  in  my  pocket-book. 

The  boat  from  Washington  to  Acquia  Creek 
was  crowded  with  officers  and  privates,  return- 
ing to  the  army  fi'om  home  and  convalescent 
camps.  The  majority  of  them  had  been  wound- 
ed, and  were  about  to  try  again  the  hard  fortunes 
of  war.  The  familiar  portico  and  cupola  at  Mount 
Vernon,  with  an  unfamiliar  red  roof,  and  the 
white  spot  in  the  trees  that  is  the  tomb  of  Wash- 
ington, was  greeted  by  the  tolling  of  the  steamer's 
*  bell,  and  the  battered  soldiers  returning  to  the 
wars  hushed  their  songs  and  loud  conversation, 
to  look  upon  the  old  home  of  the  Father  of  his 


Country,  which  now  peculiarly  summons  emo- 
tions in  the  breast  of  the  American  citizen  that 
are  solemnizing  and  unutterable. 

The  Acquia  Creek  landing  is  about  sixtj-fire 
miles  below  Washington,  on  the  Potomac,  and  is 
now  the  principal  d6p6t  of  supplies  for  our  army 
on  the  Rappahannock,  which  is  distant  thirteen 
mMes.  The  landing  has  been  much  extended, 
and  the  crowd  of  steamers,  tugs,  and  canal-boats, 
and  long  trains  of  cars,  the  clanging  of  locomotiv^ 
bells  and  blowing  of  whistles,  suggest  the  rash 
of  urgent  and  important  business.  The  freight 
here  transferred  from  the  various  vessels  to  the 
cars  consists  chiefly  of  bales  of  hay,  sacks  of 
corn,  barrels  of  pork,  and  boxes  of  hard  bread. 
There  is  another  depdt  for  landing  supplies  at 
Belle  Plain,  a  few  miles  below  and  nearer  the 
Rappahannock,  whore  the  herds  of  cattle  con- 
sumed by  the  army  are  put  ashore,  and  whence 
endless  wagon-trains  struggle  forward  with  the 
supplies,  for  the  movement  of  which  a  siaglt- 
track  railroad  is  inadequate. 

The  boat  was  behind  time  in  r^ching  Acquia 
Creek,  and  the  train  for  the  army,  with  which  it 
is  supposed  to  connect,  had  taken  its  departure. 
Major-Gen eral  Franklin,  commanding  one  of  the 
grand  divisions,  was  with  us,  and  taking  a  special 
train,  went  forward  at  full  speed.  This  was  con- 
sidered a  symptom  that  a  movement  was  at  hand, 
as  Qen.  Franklin  has  the  reputation  of  not  being 
in  a  hurry  without  sufficient  cause. 

Several  hours  passed,  for  which  there  was  no 
better  occupation  than  watching  the  soldiers  on 
fatigue-duty,  loading  a  train  with  sacks  of  com. 
It  was  rather  a  slow  process,  and  the  number  of 
fractured  bags,  and  the  carelessness  with  which 
the  com  was  permitted  to  spill,  were  suggestive 
of  the  confidence  entertained  in  Unde  Sam's  a- 
pacity  to  foot  all  the  little  bills  that  may  accumu- 
late against  him  by  the  end  of  the  war.  The 
country  from  the  Potomac  to  the  Rappahanno>:k 
presented  the  usual  features  of  Virginia  sceoenr 
Tall  chimneys  standing,  monuments  of  departed 
peace,  in  the  midst  of  wastes  that  had  been  farms. 
Not  a  cow,  or  chicken,  or  pig,  or  any  living  »»r 
movable  thing  that  had  been  the  property  of  the 
inhabitants.  One  nest  of  squalid  children  staring 
from  a  forlorn-looking  cabin.  A  few  dead  borse> 
and  mules  beside  the  roads.  Six  mule  armv 
wagons,  with  blaspheming  drivers,  whoopin* 
lashing,  and  cursing  their  way  through  tlie  mire. 
which  is  red  as  if  it  had  all  been  soaked  in  bloivi 
Long  processions  of  cavalry  winding  their  wav 
like  caravans,  through  the  Virginian  Saliara. 
The  dismantled  huts  of  deserted  encampmecis 
the  camp-fires  still  smoking,  showing  tl>at  the 
troops  were  just  put  in  motioa  The  tents  and 
wigwams  of  the  guards  along  the  road,  lookins. 
in  the  chill  wind  that  came  down  the  rannes 
through  hills  spattered  with  snow,  dismally  un- 
comfortable. The  bridge  over  Potomac  Creek 
(the  little  Potomac)  is  a  precarious  thing  io  ap- 
pearance, the  track  simply  propped  up  on  b^tle- 
work  of  round  logs,  some  seventy  feet;  and  a< 
the  trains  creep  over  the  abyss,  the  impressions 
of  the  spectator  are  not,  in  the  aggregate,  com- 
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fbrtabla  I  hope  the  bridge  is  more  subfitantial 
than  it  looks,  for  its  &11  would  be  an  acddent 
that  would  affect  the  whole  army. 

When  the  train  arriTed  at  the  dep6t,  (or  rather 
the  stoppiog-plaoe,)  opposite  to  Fredericksburgh, 
*Hhe  shades  of  night  were  &lling  fast,"  as  when 
ProC  Longfellow's  yoang  fnend  who  had  such  an 
QMccoontable  proclivity  for  remarking  **  Excel- 
sior;' reached  an  '* Alpine  Tillage.*'     I  was  a 
fL-anger  in  a  strange  land  and  in  a  strange  army. 
A  journalist  of  my  acquaintance,  I  had  been  in- 
f  inncd,  was  enjoying  the  hospitalities  of  one  of 
the  generals  of  division,  and  I  thought  U^nquire 
Qj  K  ay  to  him.    An  army  of  the  dimensions  of 
that  of  the  Potomac,  is  as  difficult  to  leam  as  a 
great  city.    One  might  think  that  every  body  in 
&n  irmj  could  tell  where  a  certain  major-general 
night  be  found.     Bat  the  individual  who  would 
depend  upon  inquiries  made  under  such  a  mis- 
tike,  would  speedily  discover  his  unhappiness. 
The  army  of  the  Potomac  is  composed  of  three 
itracd  divisions,  commanded  by  Sumner,  Frank- 
li%  and  Hooker.     Each  grand  division  is  divided 
,  into  craps ;  each  corps  into  divisions ;  each  divi- 
i^ion  into  brigades ;  the  %rigades,  of  course,  into 
r^^nments.    1  knew  the  grand  division  in  which 
tlic  division  commanded  by  the  general  I  sought 
^is  absorbed,  and  was  fortunate  to  stumble  upon 
^1  officer,  who  knew  that  his  camp  was  in  a 
nonh-westcriy  course  from  the  spot  where  I 
^lAeA,  distant  about  a  mile  and  three  quarters, 
cp  a  big  hill  and  in  a  thick  wood.     Upon  this,  I 
•  tarted,  and  was  soon  several  inches  in  mud,  and 
t'  iled  along,  certainly  without  any  fences  to  ob- 
struct my  course.     It  was  presently  dark,  but 
liiv  camp-fires  were  numberless,  and  I  found  my 
^\v  from  point  to  point,  generally  going  in  the 
HL'hc  direction.     The  littie  valleys  (as  they  are 
fij''fe  properly  than  ravines)  near  the  river,  were 
1  ned  with  our  field-batteries.     The  horses  were 
ciuoehing  their  com  and  hay,  and  the  men  frying 
cartel  and  making  coffee.     Once,  while  in  a  de- 
pre-^^ion  that  occurs  between  the  river-bank  and 
the  (irit  range  of  considerable  hills,  I  noticed  the 
^,  earthen  zig-zags  of  one  of  the  batteri^  pre- 
piTxd  for  the  bombardment  of  the  city  over  the 
f^^cT.    The  picket^Hres  of  the  rebels  were  dis- 
^'i*c{\j  visible,  red  specks  on  the  hill-sides,  and 
''?}<md  there  could  be  seen  a  light  on  the  sky, 
gifting  but  dimly  in  the  smoky  atmosphere, 
that  told  of  the  presence  of  the  army  of  the  ene- 
°'y    Our  own  camp-fires  glared  fiur  and  wide, 
^q1  the  smoke  from  them  hung  low  and  so 
drQ>e  as  painfully  to  affect  the  eyes. 

After  walking  about  three  times  the  distance 
^■>m  the  depot  to  the  quarters  of  the  officer  of 
^Vim  I  proposed  to  make  inquiry  for  a  friend,  I 
^nind  myM>lf  in  his  tent^  buttbus  individual  sought 
*as  not  there,  bat  was  in  a  place  where  I  was 
S'iTij.ed  not  to  be  in  the  morning,  the  little  town 
■>|  Falroouth,  as  it  was  supposed  the  rebels  would 
?7>e  it  their  attention  in  the  form  of  bomb-shells. 
iDe  ^nmeral  was  just  about  to  start  to  meet  the 
^'^oimandor  of  his  grand  division,  relative  to  the 
'iperations  impending.  (This  was  Wednesday 
&%lit,  December  tenth.)    The  determination  had 


been  reached  to  force  the  passage  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock the  next  day.  The  troops  had  already 
three  days'  rations  prepared,  and  sixty  rounds  of 
cartridges  had  been  given  out  The  day  had  been 
spent  in  making  preparations  for  battle.  I  had 
been  under  the  impression  that  no  attempt  would 
be  made  to  cross  the  river  at  Fredericksburgh,  as 
the  strength  of  the  position  of  the  enemy  was 
known  >  to  be  immense;  but  was  then  assured 
that  the  bull  was  to  be  taken  directly  by  the 
horns,  and  that  **  Old  Bull  Sumner  '*  was  going 
to  do  it  with  his  division.  The  idea  entertained 
at  Washington  had  been,  tiiat  Bumside  would 
force  the  passage  of  the  river  some  twenty  miles 
below  Fredericksburgh,  and  thus  turn  the  enemy's 
position.  The  enemy  thought  that  was  the  game, 
and  when  the  bombardment  of  Fredericksburgh 
commenced  they  had  only  just  learned  their  mis- 
take, and  were  hurrying  up  their  masses  with 
all  possible  rapidity.  Our  army,  instead  of  being 
scattered  for  twenty  miles*  along  the  river,  was 
concentrated,  coiled  up,  within  a  space  of  six  or 
seven  miles. 

The  men  in  our  camps  knew  the  task  that  was 
before  them.  There  are  certain  indications  that 
the  old  soldier  Well  knows  mean  movements  and 
battle.  The  orders  issued  had  not  told  the  men 
in  so  many  words  that  they  were  going  to  tight 
without  delay,  but  they  knew  it  They  were  in 
good  spirits,  too.  The  army  of  the  Potomac 
never  felt  better  than  when,  on  the  evening  of 
Wednesday  of  last  week,  the  men  cooked  their 
three  days'  rations  and  took  the  sixty  rounds  of 
cartridges.  The  smell  of  frying  bacon  and  roast- 
ing coffee  filled  the  air,  and  the  men  were  jolly 
about  their  fires,  full  of  the  confidence,  as  I  heard 
many  of  them  express  it,  that  **  weUl  whip  them 
this  time,  sure." 

I  happened  to  inquire  of  the  general,  whose  ^ 
uninvited  guest  I  had  found  myself,  whether  he 
knew  the  location  of  a  certain  regiment,  whose 
colonel  was  one  of  my  old  personal  friends.  It 
was  as  surprising  as  agreeable  to  learn  that  he 
knew  the  colonel  very  well,  and  that  his  regi- 
ment was  camped  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  distant  Au  orderly  was  despatched  to  con- 
duct me  to  the  colonel,  and  I  surprised  him  in 
his  tent,  writing  a  few  lines  giving  direction  as  to 
the  disposition  of  his  effects  if  he  should  be  killed 
in  the  impending  conflict.  His  duties  for  the  day 
were  over  —  every  thing  was  in  order  for  next 
day — the  rations  cooked,  the  cartridges  distribut- 
ed. The  colonel  was  in  complete  winter  quar- 
ters. He  had  a  neat  and  spacious  brick  chimney, 
in  which  a  cheerful  fire  crackled,  and  the  walls 
of  his  tent  were  slender  pines  ;  the  roof  composed 
of  his  shelter-tent  Over  the  fire-place,  pinned 
against  the  hut,  was  Vanity  Fair's  cartoon,  repre- 
senting Gen.  McClellan  as  *^  The  Modern  Belisa- 
rius,'*  sitting  by  the  roadside  and  waiting  for  his 
country  to  do  him  justice.  I  asked  the  colonel 
whether  the  stories  of  the  attachment  of  the  army 
of  the  Potomac  to  McClellan  were  true ;  and  he 
said  they  certainly  were  true  —  that  the  army  , 
loved  McClellan  and  longed  to  have  him  again 
for  their  commander,  and  that  there  was  a  posi- 
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tiYe  faith  among  the  soldiers  that  it  would  be  his 
destiny  yet  to  come  back  and  lead  them.  The 
feeling  for  him  was  especially  strone  in  the  old 
regiments  that  had  seryed  long  under  him,  and 
the  new  regiments  were  infected  with  it 

The  colonel  was  kind  enough  to  inrite  me  to 
attend  a  meeting  of  some  the  officers  of  his  bri- 
gade, who  were  to  celebrate  the  arrival  of  the 
commissions  of  several  good  young  fellows,  who 
had  been  promoted  for  distinguished  gallantry ; 
and  nothing  does  the  men  and  officers  more  good 
than  such  promotions.  Would  that  there  were 
more  of  them  to  celebrate.  The  company  con- 
sisted of  twenty  or  thirty  young  officers,  four  of 
them  colonels.  It  assembled  in  a  hut  which  an 
enterprising  captain  had  erected  for  winter  quar- 
ters, and  it  was  really  an  excellent  habitation. 
It  was  near  twenty  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet  wide, 
with  walls  of  pine  logs,  chinked  and  daubed  six 
feet  high,  and  roof<^  with  tents,  tacked  upon 
sturdy  rafters.  They  all  felt  that  it  was  the 
night  before  battle,  and  in  all  probability  the  last 
of  some  of  them  on  earth.  1  have  not  space  here 
to  describe,  as  I  would  like  to  do,  the  mode  in 
which  the  evening  was  spent  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  a  savory  article  of  whisky-punch 
was  freelv  circulated,  but  that  the  conviviality 
did  not  become   drunkenly  uproarious.      The 

Eunch  seemed  to  cheer  but  not  to  inebriate, 
[any  patriotic  songs  were  sung  with  a  fervor 
and  melody  most  affecting  and  beautiful  I  will 
never  forget  one,  *'The  Hills  of  Old  New-Eng- 
land," (the  officers  were,  without  exception,  New- 
Englanders,)  or  *'  E  Pluribus  Unum,'*  those  not 
singing,  shouting  **  Never,  never,**  at  the  words 
of  the  song  that  the  nation  would  fall  if  the  ban- 
ner of  stars  were  trailed  in  the  dust  There  was 
a  solemn,  touching  charm  about  the  singing  of  a 
song,  the  leading  words  of  which  were :  **  Unfurl 
the  glorious  banner."  Two  of  the  young  officers 
of  the  regiment  of  my  friend,  the  colonel,  whose 
rich  voices  swelled  the  song  of  ^*  the  glorious  ban- 
ner" that  night,  fell  in  the  battle  of  the  Saturday 
following,  one  shot  through  the  head,  and  the 
other  through  the  heart,  while  upholding  the  re- 
gimental flag,  the  color-sergeant  being  shot  down 
early  in  the  action.  And  I  saw  in  Uie  hospital 
at  the  Lacey  House  the  pale  face  of  a  third,  who 
saved  the  colors,  tattered  and  soaked  in  blood, 
and  was  desperately  wounded  in  the  act  An- 
other song,  which  I  should  not  omit  to  name, 
was  one  which  is  a  favorite  in  the  army :  '*  Mc- 
Clellan  is  our  leader,  so  march  along."  This  was 
dven  with  great  gusto,  followed  by  a  toast,  '*  The 
health  of  Little  Mac,"  and  that  received  with 
"  three  times  three."  About  one  half  of  the  offi- 
cers thus  engaged  were  wounded  in  the  battles 
on  the  Peninsula  and  in  Maryland.  Three  of  the 
colonels  had  been  wounded,  one  of  them  having 
been  struck,  during  the  various  engagements  of 
the  war,  eight  times.  Fully  one  third  of  the 
party  were  killed  or  wounded  two  days  after- 
ward. 

The  fact  that  it  was  the  night  before abattle — 
that  the  men  all  around  me  were  to  participate  in 
it,  and  that  interests  of  national  breadth  hung 


upon  the  event,  indisposed  me  for  sleep  ;  and  for 
hours  I  listened  to  the  heavy  rumble  and  deep 
metallic  jar  of  the  artillery  trains  moving  forwarxi, 
and  the  quick  clatter  of  the  horses'  feet,  bouing 
aids  here  and  there.  Once  an  officer  came  to  the 
tent  and  told  the  colonel  the  precise  hour  at 
which  his  regiment  was  to  move.  Long  before  it 
was  light,  our  bugles  called  the  men  from  their 
slumbers,  in  notes  as  cheeiy  and  full  of  sweet- 
ness as  if  they  summoned  none  to  rise  to  marrh 
to  bloody  graves.  Th^  bugle-notes  had  hardly 
died  away  on  the  hills  when  the  camps  were 
astir  aiyi  the  hum  of  a  vast  busy  multitude  could 
be  heard  on  every  sid& 

An  hour  before  daylight,  or  rather  before  the 
smoke-fog  lifted  so  that  objects  were  visible  dis- 
tinctly a  few  rods  distant,  two  heavy  guns  were 
heard  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburgh.  They 
probably  were  signals  that  operations  were  com- 
menced. For  some  time  no  other  artillery-firing 
was  heard,  but  there  was  an  occasional  snapping 
of  musketry.  The  tents  were  struck,  the  knap- 
sacks packed,  the  regimental  property  put  in 
condition  for  removal,  and  breakfast  was  eat^. 
Day  was  fairly  dawning  when  there  was  a  rapid 
dischai^e  of  guns  from  our  batteries,  and  the  dull 
twang  of  exploding  shells,  and  the  deep  roll  of 
the  echoes  along  the  valley  of  the  Rappahanoock, 
came  up  to  us  a  thunderous  reveille. 

The  troops,  taking  up  their  haversacks,  can- 
teens, and  cartridge-boxes,  and  muskets,  fell  in 
promptly  at  the  call  of  the  bugle,  and  the  lean 
old  regiments  moved  away,  the  men  silent  and 
tramping  forward  with  sturdy  ease.  Not  a  dii^^, 
not  a  word  was  heard.  It  was  business,  not  a 
frolic,  as  the  veterans  well  knew,  that  was  meant 
by  the  deepening  roar  of  the  guns  below.  The 
column  had  moved  about  half  a  mile,  when  tht { 
heads  of  three  other  columns  appeared,  and 
whole  division  was  speedily  massed  in  an  o^ 
wood,  perhaps  half  a  mile  back  from  the  crest 
the  hill,  on  the  north  side  of  Fredericksbi 
and  awaited  orders. 

The  firing  of  artillery  was,  about  eight  o'cloci 
less  rapid  than  an  hour  previousi  and  all  sorts  i 
stories  came  up  from  the  front     The  truth  wi 
little  could  be  seen  of  the  action  except  by  tin 
engaged  in  it,  and  many  of  them  could  not  :  . 
much.     All  that  was  visible  of  Frederick^bunrj 
for  some  time,  were  two  church  spires,  piercin 
the  fog.     At  ten  o*clock  the  enemy's  sharp-shc^j 
ers,  havine  made  a  serious  resistance  to  the  U\ 
ing  of  the  bridges  of  pontoons,  firing  murderuu4 
out  of  houses,  particularly  fi*ora  cellar-windowi 
to  barricade  which  they  used  paving-stones,  fil 
was  opened  upon  the  town  from  our  whole  M 
of  batteries,  one  hundred  and  seventy  guns  pli] 
ing.     Officers  who  have  witnessed  most  of  u 
imposing  scenes  of  the  war,  say  that  the  cuuha 
ading  at  that  time  was  the  loudest  they  evi 
heaid,  except  at  Malvern  Hill.     It  was  diffi'il 
to  mark  the  distinct  reports.     I  attempted 
count  the  guns  by  the  watch  for  a  tninute,  b 
could  not  be  sure  that  I  counted  all,  a2»  thi^ 
were  at  times  volleys,  so  that  you  could  not  H 
whether  half  a  dozen  or  a  dozen  bad  been  fired 
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the  space  of  a  second.  The  noise  was  prodigious. 
The  thunder  of  the  guns,  the  crack  of  the  shells 
&nd  the  undercurrent  of  echoes  shivering  in  in- 
ctssant  wares  against  the  hill-sides,  made  up  an 
tppftlling  concert  It  seemed  as  if  there  was  a 
nst  flight  of  malignant  monsters,  the  surly  whir 
of  who6e  inyisihie  and  awful  wings  convulsed  all 
the  air. 

After  a  time  the  city  was  partially  unveiled — 
the  sox>ke-fog  rising,  and  still  the  persistent 
^rp-shooters  disputed  possession  of  the  south 
bank  of  the  river,  cracking  away  with  deadly  aim 
i^  if  nothing  serious  had  happened,  at  our  hridge- 
ijuilijers ;  and  the  effect  of  their  markmanship  is 
ySA  risible  in  the  ball-scarred  and  bloody  boats. 
Tiiere  vere  women  and  children  in  the  town  dur- 
'diz  the  bombardment,  and  I  heard  of  but  one 
«<jnun  being  hurt,  so  secure  as  places  of  refuge 
vtre  the  cellars.  The  ineffectual  hammering  of 
the  big  guns  grew  tiresome,  ceased  even  to  be  in- 
tere>ting  to  those  who  were  not  under  fire.  The 
Strenth  lilichigan  regiment  volunteered  to  finish 
lix'iDv  the  pontoons,  and,  their  services  being  ac- 
cepted, did  the  work  in  the  glorious  style  that 
Uxome^  good  boys  from  the  West,  and  the  whole 
&nuj  shouted  their  praise.  The  dash  into  the 
t-'MTQ  was  gallantly  made,  and  the  skirmishing 
«^is  shirp  for  some  time.  We  lost  nearly  three 
buD<lred  men  in  crossing  the  water  and  cleaning 
6Qi  the  town. 

^Tenl  houses  were  fired  by  our  bombs,  but 
h  hours  they  burned  slowly,  as  they  were  near- 
ly all  composed  of  brick.    Just  before  sundown 
tif  fire  in  the  town  burned  more  briskly.     The 
t^my  opened  a  few  batteries  upon  our  men  in 
^e  town  and  on  the  banks  adjacent,  throwing 
^iivllsat  the  troops  whom  they  could  see  pressing 
on  to  the  pontoons.    Our  batteries,  right  and  left, 
i^plie^l.  and  there  was  what  Beauregard  calls  an 
"artillery  duel"     The  scene  as  the  sun  went 
i^Lwn  certainly  had  the  elements  of  sublimity. 
l*be  horizon  was  hazy  as  on  a  day  of  Indian  sum- 
i^i'T.    The  sun,  sinking  in  a  sky  of  royal  purple, 
Ifi'jked  like  a  big  drop  of  arterial  blood.     The 
qoi't  rush  of  the  smoke  from  our  batteries  on 
^«  hills,  along  a  semi-circle  miles  in  extent,  was 
P^nlf  visible,  half  a  dozen  fountains  of  sulphur- 
»is  upor  playing  horizontally.     The  vehement 
Vibration  of  the  bombs  in  their  flight  could  be 
^  in  the  air.    The  %nemy*s  batteries  responded, 
puffing  carious  masses  of  the  prevailing  powder- 
^\  %nd  the  sound  of  their  guns  throbb^  in  the 
^i\  making  them  tremulous  beneath  our  feet 
Ai  the  shells  burst  in  mid  air,  they  formed  little 
issoke-balloons,  that  quickly  expanded  and  faded 
tt  they  grew.     As  the  air  darkened,   the  red 
^^iies  of  the  guns  gave  a  new  effect — the  roar  of 
^h  report  l^^ing  preceded  by  a  fierce  dart  of 
^e.  and  the  explosion  of  each  shell  was  an- 
iiounoed  by  a  gush  of  fire  on  the  clouds,  like  a 
Vans  of  the  first  magnitude,  created  and  extin- 
T'i^hed  in  an  instant    And,  towering  between 
^'^  and  the  western  sky,  which  was  still  showing 
iti  faded  scarlet  lining,  was  the  huge  sombre  pil- 
Isr  of  grimy  smoke  that  marked  the  burning  of 
iredericksburgh.    Ascending  to  a  vast  height^  it 
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bore  away  northward,  shaped  like  a  plume  bowed 
in  the  wind. 

At  this  time  on  the  high,  clear  plain,  this  side 
the  Rappahannock,  and  north-easterly  from  Fred- 
ericksburgh,  was  Hooker's  grand  division,  drawn 
up  in  wars  "magnificently  stem  array,"  present- 
ing a  most  superb  and  redoubtable  appearance. 
An  army  of  forty  thousand  men  in' battle  columns 
is  a  spectacle  whose  grandeur  is  most  impressive, 
and  whose  suggestiveness  is  much  heightened  if 
looked  upon  while  the  haughty  thunder  of  hostile 
cannon  is  the  music  of  the  day.  Nearer  Freder- 
icksburgh  the  massif  columns  of  Sumner's  grand 
division  were  seen  in  motion,  pressing  on  to  cross 
the  river,  and  hours  after  the  darkness  became  so 
dense  that  individuals  could  not  be  distinguished, 
one  of  those  columns  wound  round  the  edge  and 
over  the  crest  of  a  hill,  steadily  on  the  march  to 
the  other  side  of  the  river ;  and  it  was  only  by 
the  flickering  of  a  camp-fire  beyond  that  I  could 
discover  the  long  black  line  was  in  motion. 

That  night  (Thursday)  I  slept  on  the  ground, 
in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  army- trains,  and  men- 
tion the  circumstance  to  say  that,  my  ear  being 
close  to  the  ground,  I  could  hear,  with  startling 
distinctness,  the  trampling  of  the  ponderous  col- 
umns that  were  on  the  march,  and  of  the  multi- 
tudinous horses  and  mules,  and  that  it  gave  an 
impression  of  the  presence  of  innumerable  hosts, 
moving  in  processions  of  myriads,  and  swarming 
over  the  earth  like  ants  upon  their  hill,  even 
stronger  than  that  which  was  given  by  the  eye. 

On  Friday  morning  those  of  us  not  fully  post- 
edy  and  not  conversant  with  all  the  mysteries  of 
"  strategy,"  expected  a  battle.  But  the  morning 
passed  quietly,  the  smoke  veiling  all  distant  ob- 
jects from  observation.  Our  troops  were  cross- 
mg  into  Frcdcricksburgh.  Some  adventurers  were 
straggling  back,  bearing  boxes  of  tobacco,  which 
was  as  eagerly  sought  by  our  men  as  if  it  had 
been  gold,  or  something  more  precious  even  than 
fine  gold.  I  suppose  it  does  rank  in  the  army  as 
one  of  the  chief  necessaries  of  life.  The  town,  in 
the  afternoon,  literally  swarmed  with  troops.  The 
enemy's  batteries  were  ominously  silent  If  the 
rebel  general  had  any  particular  objections  to  the 
presence  of  our  troops  in  the  town,  why  did  he 
not  open  upon  them  from  his  batteries  ?  AVhat 
was  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  shelling  the  town, 
as  we  had  done  ?  I  asked  several  military  gentle- 
men the  question,  for  the  situation  appeared  to 
me  to  be  one  of  the  'deepest  peril.  One  said : 
"The  enemy  have  not  ammunition  to  spare." 
Another :  "  Oh !  a  bombardment  don't  amount  to 
any  thing  any  how."  Another;  "  They  don't  care 
about  bombing  us,  it  is  an  inconsequential  sort  of 
business.  We  threw  four  thousand  shells  yes- 
terday, and  it  amounted  to  nothing."  Another : 
"  They're  afraid  of  our  siege-guns  this  side."  .  An- 
other :  "  General  Lee  thinks  he  will  have  a  big 
thing  on  us  about  the  bombardment  of  this  town. 
He  proposes  to  rouse  the  indignation  of  the  civil- 
ized world,  as  they  call  it  You'll  see  he  won't 
throw  a  shell  into  it  He  is  playing  for  the  sym- 
pathies of  Europe."  Another  thought  the  enemy 
were  skedaddling,  and  spoke  of  the  laugh  that 
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would  be  raised  at  Burnside's  expense  in  that 
case.  But  I  think  a  private  soldier  came  nearer 
the  mark  than  any  one  else.  He  said,  with  the 
usual  expletives :  **  They  want  us  to  get  in.  Get- 
ting out  won't  be  quite  so  smart  and  easy.  You'll 
see  if  it  will." 

An  hour  or. two  after  noon,  as  there  was  no 
prospect  for  the  day  of  such  an  engagement  as 
would  be  best  visible  from  the  heights  this  side 
of  the  river,  and  least  comfortable  on  the  other 
side,  I  proposed  to  go  over  to  take  note  of  the  ef- 
fects of  the  bombardment  On  nearing  the  upper 
bridge,  (we  had  three  pontoon-bridges  across  the 
stream  immediately  in  front  of  the  city,)  I  found 
Whipple's  division  passing  over;  and,  waiting 
until  they  were  out  of  the  way,  could  not  help 
observing  that  the  town  opposite  was  full  of 
masses  of  our  men  who  did  not  seem  to  be  in  very 
good  order,  but  rather  scattered,  and  bustling 
about  with  a  carelessness  I  could  not  comprehend, 
as  many  of  them  certainly  knew  that  they  were 
under  the  enemy's  guns,  and  liable  at  any  mo- 
ment to  have  opened  upon  them  a  direct,  plung- 
ing, and  enfilading  fire  of  shot  and  shelL  If  this 
happened  was  there  no  danger  of  a  stampede  ? 
However,  some  hours  had  elapsed  without  the 
report  of  a  cannon  or  a  volley  of  musketry.  But 
It  looked  and  felt  like  the  calm  before  the  storm. 
As  I  was  looking  upon  Whipple's  men  filing  along, 
the  temptation  of  the  beautiful  mark  they  present- 
ed was  too  much  for  a  rebel  gunner  on  our  right 
There  was  a  jet  of  smoke  from  a  clump  of  cedars 
on  a  hill,  and  with  the  sound  of  the  gun  came  the 
ghell,  a  little  but  wicked  one,  with  a  zip,  rip  I  and 
a  small  pufiy  cloud  was  revealed  a  good  deal  near- 
er than  seemed  good  to  a  spectator  who  didn't 
wear  Uncle  Sam's  blue  jacket  In  about  a  quarter 
of  a  minute  another  shell  came  along  and  struck 
in  the  midst  of  the  troops,  going  off  as  it  did  so, 
killing  and  wounding  eight  men.  Our  batteries 
opened  from  hill  to  hill  —  the  **live  thunder" 
leaped  forth,  and  "everv  mountain  found  a 
tongue,"  as  in  Byron's  Thunder-stonn  on  the 
Alps.  It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  that  I 
did  not  cross  into  the  city  just  at  that  time,  but 
slightly  changed  my  base  of  operations.  I  was 
impressed  that  the  cannon-shots  then  heard  were 
the  **  opening  of  the  ball,"  and  that  the  rebels 
would  try  the  experiment  of  bombarding  the  town 
while  it  swarmed  with  our  troops.  This,  how- 
ever, was  a  mistake,  as  the  firing  soon  subsided, 
and  night  came  on,  the  day  having  been  spent  in 
the  passage  of  the  river  by  our  troops,  and,  doubt- 
less, the  massing  of  the  enemy  to  meet  them. 

At  night  I  crossed  into  the  town  to  make  a  call 
upon  General  Bums,  who  commands  a  division  of 
fifteen  regiments  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac. 
The  narrow  and  seemingly  frail  boat-bridges  were 
crowded  with  wagons  going  over  with  subsistence 
for  the  troops.  We  found  General  Burns,  as  he 
is  said  to  be  usually  found  in  such  cases,  well  to- 
ward the  front  His  pickets  were  placed  about 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  beyond  his  headquar- 
ters. He  occupied  the  laige  and  recently  showy 
residence  of  the  Mayor  of  Fredericksburgh.  It 
bad  be^n  riddled  during  our  bombardment  of  the 


place,  and  the  enemy  had  put  a  shell  into  it  that 
afternoon.     Every  room  was  perforated  by  shot, 
and  had  been  shattered  by  shells.    The  plaster- 
ing, pulverized  by  the  shock  of  the  explosion!^ 
was  thick  upon  the  fioors,  which,  in  Umi,  were 
ripped   as    if   ploughshares    had   been  driven 
through  them.     The  mantle-pieces  were  knocked 
from  the  walls.     The  partitions  mere  rags  of  kth. 
In  the  midst  of  the  ruins  the  Greneral  and  \ii<  aids 
enjoyed  their  coffee,  mutton-chops,  hard  bread^ 
and  their  pipes,  and  wrote  letters  to  their  m^t\ 
giving  them  the  pleasing  intelligence  that  they 
were  to  march  upon  the  enemy  m  the  morning. 
The  house  occupied  by  General  Bums  was  a  (ur 
sample  of  the  rest     Many  of  them  were  pierced 
by  twenty  shells  each,  and  some  of  those  near 
tne  river,  in  which  the  sharp-shooters  hid  them- 
selves, were  literally  knocked  in  pieces.    The 
furniture  and  movable  property  of  whaterer  kind 
which  the  bombs  had  spared,  the  soldiers  speed- 
ily **  possessed."    Some  of  them  took  intense  sat- 
isfaction in  lugging  mattresses  before  their  bivna- 
ac-fires  to  sleep  upon,  and  showed  their  taste  h 
handsomely  bound  books,  and  articles  of  ladies* 
wearing  apparel.     The  streets  were  full  of  sol(tier« 
lounging  and  smoking  about  their  fires,  or  wrap- 
ped in  their  blankets  and  sleeping,  their  musket? 
stacked,  in  numbers  that  indicated  the  iminea» 
mass  of  troops  that  occupied  the  place.    The  sky 
was  clear,  and  thickly  as  the  stars  sparkled  over- 
head the  camp-fires  blazed  along  the  Rappahan- 
nock, lighting  up  the  front  of  the  shattered  citv, 
and  gleaming  far  and  wide  to  the  north.    Behind 
the  dark  and  gloomy  hills  compassing  the  tow^ 
on  the  enemy's  side,  there  was  a  wide  glare  of 
many  fires,  like  an  aurora  borealis,  marking  the 
presence  of  the  rebel  army  of  Virgmia.    Return- 
ing to  the  north  side  of  the  rivof,  the  roads  were 
choked  with  batteries  of  field-artillery,  and  am- 
munition and  supply-trains,  rumbling  and  creak- 
ii^  forward. 

Saturday  morning  was  foggy.  We  had  ander- 
stood  that  the  attack  was  to  be  made  at  dajlight 
and  to  consist  of  a  movement  by  Franklin  s  gnnd 
division  on  our  lefl.  Franklin  had  thrown  thre« 
bridges  across  the  river,  and  passed  it  in  foT(x, 
three  or  four  miles  below  (east  of)  Frederick: 
burgh.  He  was  to  turn  the  enemy's  right  Tb 
attack  in  the  centre,  as  it  was  called,  or  fn' 
Fredericksbux*gh,  was  to  consist,  first,  of  an  s'^ 
vance  upon  the  flanks  to  feel  the  enemy,  and 
they  were  found  strong  there,  for  a  dash  to  l-^ 
made,  in  heavy  force,  from  the  eastern  portion 
the  town,  or  the  left  of  our  centre.-  Gen.  Bums 
division  was  deployed  further  to  the  left,  to  sui 
^ort  Franklin's  right  The  mun  column  of  at 
tack  on  the  centre,  was  formed  of  Couch's  corp? 

Immediately  at  Fredericksburgh  the  Rap} 
hannock  valley  proper  U  narrow.  The  grouiyj 
rises  on  either  side  in  terraces,  or  as  we  vou 
say  out  West,  in  successive  "  bottoms.*'  Thf 
are  three  terraces  or  steps  before  the  cre^t 
reached,  these  on  the  southern  side  being  from 
quarter  to  half  a  mile  wide.  The  first  is  that  upi 
which  the  town  is  situated,  and  has  a  steep  i'H 
to  the  river.     The  second  formed  the  prindi 
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btttle-groand.  The  third  swells  into  the  crest,  so 
diligent!/  ind  efficiently  fortified  by  the  enemy. 
The  conformation  of  the  ground  on  the  north  side 
of  the  rirer,  is  rery  like  that  on  the  south,  but 
the  steps  are  narrower.  There  are  a  number  of 
little  crooked  valleys  on  this  side  convenient  for 
Mding  troops  from  shells,  and  many  ravines  so 
deep  ind  rugged,  that  tiiey  resemble  fissures 
cauised  by  an  earthquake. 

Below  Fredericksbuiigh  about  three  miles,  the 
hOU  press  close  to  the  river,  from  the  north,  and 
oQ  the  south  there  is  a  wide  open  plain  wholly 
vitboat  the  incumbrance  of  fences,  grain,  woods 
or  bti:ihes.  This  plain  is  iringed  at  the  distance 
of  A  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  from  the  river, 
hy  1  contiouous  wood,  which  commences  with 
the  rise  of  the  ground  and  thickens  toward  the 
cnst  of  the  ridge.  In  this  wood,  Saturday  morn- 
io^  hst,  was  Stonewall  Jackson.  In  the  plain 
VIS  General  Fmnklin,  who  had  crossed  the  river 
at  the  point  wher«  it  is  approached  by  hills,  on 
the  north  side,  on  the  most  advanced  one  of  which 
^\^  planted  a  battery  of  si^e-guns  to  protect  the 
bndges,  and,  if  need  be,  shelter  a  retreat 

The  Rappahannock  below  Fredericksburgh 
BMkes  a  turn  to  the  right ;  so  that  when  advanc- 
ing upon  the  enemy  dhrectly  from  the  river,  Frank- 
Is  s  lines  were  nearly  at  right  angles  with  those 
oTSomner,  pushing  oat  of  the  city,  the  two  press- 
ing the  enemy  in  the  angle.  Three  or  four  hills 
^  the  north  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  and  be- 
ioT  Frcdericksbui^h,  gave  a  fine  view  of  both 
Wtlea,  or  rather  of  the  operations  on  both  wings 
~a  circumstance  of  which  I  was  not  apprised 
aritil  too  late  to  avail  myself  of  its  advantages.  It 
^^  impossible  to  obtain  a  horse,  that  I  might 
^ift  my  position  with  facility,  and  I  considered 
^t  there  was  a  necessity  for  confining  my  ob- 
^mtions  to  a  single  field  of  observations  —  that 
iQ  Iront  of  Fredericksburgh. 

At  nine  o'clock  there  had  been  little  firing,  and 
ri^>es  were  freely  offered  that  the  en^my  had 
i«<piadd]ed  again ;  that  it  was  another  Corinth 
ud  Manassas  affair  ;  that  Burnside  had  been  de- 
tii&ed  bj  wooden  guns ;  that  there  never  had 
W«;q  any  rebel  force  in  or  about  Fredericksburgh 
'<f  uijr  consequence ;  that  they  had  played  a  game 
0^  brag,  and  we  had  been  weak  enough  to  be  de- 
<^Ted  by  it,  and  so  forth  and  so  forth. 

Cannon  thundered  at  intervals  on  the  right  and 
^  espeddlly  the  left,  and  once  in  a  while  there 
*^  a  mattering  of  musketry.  On  the  left  this 
^u  to  sound  like  business,  the  musketry  be- 
^^ng  a  hoarse  leonine  growl,  and  the  boom  of 
^^T)  guns  thumping  through  the  fog.  Presen^ 
l^  General  Bumside,  with  his  staff  and  a  few  lan- 
<^  came  from  the  centre,  where  the  headquar- 
^  of  the  General  were  located,  near  two  miles 
^om  the  river,  sweeping  in  a  heavy  gallop  to  the 
^^^  to  take  position  at  Qeneral  Sumner's  head- 
<i*i&rters,  the  Phillios  House,  from  which  a  perfect 
|iew  of  FredericksDurgh,  and  the  portentous  hills 
^'ond,  u  obtained.  The  cavalcade  was  a  hand- 
^^ne  one.  What  was  surprising,  most  of  the 
^^rs  were  good  horsemen,  and  being  well 
Qioonted,  they  moved  in  gay  and  jaunty  style. 


Burnside^s  big  gray  loped  along  in  advance,  the 
tall  form  of  the  rider  looming  at  every  stride  in 
the  smoke  that  still  hung  low  on  the  hills. 

In  a  few  minutes  our  batteries  of  siege-guns 
began  to  play  with  vigor,  the  enemy  answering 
with  occasional  shots,  and  the  scattering  bicker- 
ing of  muskets  was  noticeable.  But  it  was  after 
eleven  oVlock  before  the  contest  deepened  into 
earnest,  desperate  battle.  Then  our  columns 
were  visible  along  the  slope  leading  to  the  second 
terrace,  and  as  they  advanced,  battery  after  bat- 
tery of  the  rebels,  quiet  through  all  the  bombard- 
ment, opened.  It  was  evident  that  without  ar- 
tillery to  support  them,  our  troops  would  be  over- 
powered by  the  withering  cannonade  of  the  enemy. 
I  had  been  told  the  day  before,  by  an  officer  who 
ought  to  have  been  well  informed,  that  when  the 
battle  begun  we  would  open  a  battery  of  heavy 
rifled  guns  upon  the  rebels,  and  make  them  glad 
to  stop  their  artillery,  and  rely  on  musket  and 
bayonet  and  the  natural  advantages  of  their  posi- 
tion. 1  waited  and  watched  for  the  opening  of 
this  battery,  which  was  to  astonish  the  rebels, 
with  a  sharp  interest  and  anxiety  that  it  would 
be  impossible  to  express.  Our  long  columns  of 
noble  fellows  pushed  on,  and  the  weight  of  the 
enemy's  artillery-fire  continued  every  minute  to 
increase. 

Our  batteries  upon  the  left  augmented  their  fire, 
and  the  guns  of  which  I  had  been  led  to  hope  so 
much  opened.  I  saw  with  horror  that  at  least 
half  the  shells  were  bursting  'behind  our  own 
men,  and  that  they  were  certainly  killing  more  of 
them  than  the  enemy.  Qon.  Bumside,  I  have 
since  learned,  sent  orders  to  the  battery  to  cease 
firing,  and  it  did  so.  Then  for  dreadful  hours 
the  rebel  artillerists  had  it  all  their  own  way. 
They  had,  at  one  time,  seven  batteries  in  full 
blast  upon  our  devoted  columns.  Several  of  their 
guns  were  very  heavy  ones.  One  seven-inch  rifle 
was  heard  loud  and  often  over  the  roar  of  other 
arms  in  the  engagement.  I  shall  always  have  a 
profound  remembrance  of  the  keen,  terrific  report 
of  that  gun.  Every  shot  made  the  hills  quiver, 
and  the  number  of  times  it  spoke  during  the  day 
was  surprising.  It  seemed  that  the  reports  of 
that  piece,  like  the  movements  of  a  pendulum, 
divided  the  time  into  periods — that  the  wicked 
emphasis  of  its  utterances  must  be  taken  to  note 
the  passage  of  time  and  mark  the  progress  of  the 
fight  It  became  perfectly  apparent  to  all  observ- 
ei's  of  any  reasonable  degree  of  intelligence,  as 
the  din  of  rebel  artillery  and  the  rage  of  the  mus- 
ketry increased,  and  as  the  big  rebel  rifle  spoke 
through  the  gloom  of  the  conflict,  as  appeared  the 
very  voice  of  doom,  that  the  fortunes  of  the  day 
on  our  side  were  desperate.  It  was  manifestly 
absolutely  impossible  for  our  columns  of  unsup*  * 
ported  infantry  to  carry  the  terrible  heights.  Our 
only  hope  then  was  in  Franklin.  It  might  be 
possible  that  he  would  do  something  grand  on 
the  left,  break  the  enemy*s  line,  turn  his  position, 
and  come  sweeping  along  the  crest,  from  which 
the  murderous  artillery  *Wolleyed  and  thunder- 
ed." But  it  was  drearily  evident  that  Franklin's 
progress  was  slow.     We  could  b^ar  tt«  grumb> 
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ling  of  his  guns,  and  see,  in  the  distance,  the  bat- 
tle-cloud that  swelled  from  the  combat,  but  alas, 
that  cloud  did  not  advance  by  perceptible  degrees. 
The  sound  of  the  guns  came  no  more  distinctly. 
Clearly  enough,  there  was  hard  work  and  slow 
progress  on  the  left 

The  tenacity  with  which  our  troops  maintained 
their  hopeless  attitude  of  an  aggressive  move- 
ment in  the  centre,  in  the  face  of  a  fire  that  seem- 
ed not  only  insupportable  by  flesh  and  blood,  but 
positively  annihilating,  was  worthy  the  deepest 
admiration,  and  can  never  be  thought  of  by  those 
who  witnessed  it,  and  knew  how  pitifully  the  pre- 
cious lives  and  inestimable  valor  of  our  braves 
were  squandered,  without  regrets  as  passionate  as 
perhaps  they  are  vain. 

I  cannot  tell  what  brigades  moved  first  to 
the  assault,  and  what  divisions  moved  to  their 
support — ^what  regiments  specially  distinguished 
themselves,  what  officers  led  charges,  who  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  who  charged  in  col- 
umn, who  fell  back  in  order,  and  who  in  disorder. 
For  any  close  approximation  to  accuracy  in  these 
things  wo  must  look  to  the  official  reports  and  the 
letters  of  the  private  soldiers.  That  which  I  saw 
was  a  massive  line  of  blue  jackets  standing  in  the 
mist  of  their  own  musketry,  surging  forward  and 
swaying  backward,  only  to  push  on  again,  under 
a  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry  such  that  I  was 
amazed  it  did  not  absolutely  sweep  them  from  the 
face  of  the  earth ;  and  so  utterly  idle  did  it  seem 
for  our  men  to  be  wasted  in  endeavoring  to  breast 
such  a  storm,  that  it  would  have  been  a  relief  to 
see  them  fall  back  into  the  town,  and  give  up  the 
unfair  and  horrible  contest.  Certainly  nothing 
in  the  universe  can  be  more  distressing  than  to 
look  upon  the  hopeless,  fruitless  destruction  of 
bravo  men.  The  discharges  of  musketry  at  in- 
tervals were  excessively  furious,  rapid  beyond  all 
computation,  and  the  sound  must  be  remarked  as 
far  more  ten-ible  than  that  of  artillery.  The  cla- 
mor of  musketry  in  a  heavy  engagement  re- 
sembles that  of  firing  Chinese  crackers  by  the 
bunch  in  a  barrel,  to  which  it  has  often  been  com- 
pared, much  as  the  squeak  of  a  toy-whistle  re- 
sembles the  shriek  of  a  locomotive.  While  our 
artillery  was  silent,  and  that  of  the  enemy  was 
jarrine  the  earth  and  filling  the  valley  of  the 
Rapps^annock  with  crashing  reverberations,  our 
noble  infantry  maintained,  for  hours,  a  line  of 
fire  across  the  field,  the  smoke  rolling  from  the 
play  of  their  muskets  in  long  fleecy  clouds.  Pre- 
sently some  batteries  of  our  field-artillery  got  to 
work,  and  for  a  while  the  action  did  not  look  so 
one-sided.  Flash  ;inswered  flash,  as  gun  respond- 
ed to  gun,  but  it  was  our  field-guns  to  their  siege- 
guns  ;  and  their  batteries,  with  advantages  of  posi- 
tion and  number  of  pieces,  as  well  as  weight  of 
metal,  and  after  a  gaUant  contest  oiu'  guns  were 
silenced.  It  was  impossible  the  result  should 
be  otherwise,  as  the  converging  fire  of  the  enemy 
was  plainly  crushing.  When  the  enemy  charged 
upon  our  men  they  met  their  masters,  and  were 
invariably  beaten  back,  terribly  damaged.  But 
their  bellowing  batteries,  the  smoke  of  which 
rushed  from  nearly  every  clump  of  pines  —  bat- 


teries opened  out  here  and  there,  as  occasion  offer- 
ed, as  if  the  country  were  literally  full  of  them— 
and  the  swarm  of  sharp-shootera,  secure  in  ride- 
pits  and  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  ii^  a  sunken 
road,  like  that  Victor  Hugo  finds  on  the  field  of 
Waterloo,  were  too  much  for  the  naked  valor  of 
our  infantry.  No  troops  in  the  world  would  hare 
won  a  victory  if  placed  in  the  position  ours  were. 
Few  armies,  however  renowned,  would  have  stood 
as  well  as  ours  did.  It  can  hardly  be  in  human 
nature  for  men  to  show  more  valor,  or  generals 
to  manifest  less  judgment^  than  were  perceptible 
on  our  side  that  day. 

It  was  with  a  deep  sense  of  relief  that  I  saw 
the  sun  go  down,  and  felt  that  in  a  little  while 
darkness  would  put  an  end  to  the  unequal  com- 
bat.   But  for  a  time  the  fury  of  the  fire  on  both 
sides  redoubled  as  the  discovery  was  made  by  the 
combatants  that  their  day's  work  was  about  done. 
For  half  an  hour,  the  din  was  awful,  and  the 
smoke  drifted  through  the  streets,  as  sometimes 
in  a  city,  when  there  is  a  high  wind  and  a  great 
dust     There  was  severe  fighting  even  after  dark, 
and  the  sparkle  of  musketry  made  a  fine  display. 
Then  the  big  rebel  rifled  cannon  ceased  to  mark 
time,  the  sputter  and  crackle  of  small  arms  ceas- 
ed on  the  centre,  Franklin  and  Jackson^s  gnns 
throbbed  heavily  a  few  times  on  the  lefl;  and  aU 
was  still  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  save  the 
rumble  of  army-wagons,  which  are  probably  inii- 
mately  connected  with  Bryant's    *' innumerable 
caravan,  that  moves  for  ever  through  the  gate  of 
death." 

A  kind  Providence  cared  for  the  wounded 
The  air  was  as  mild  in  the  night,  as  if  the  month 
were  June,  and  the  wind  came  balmy  from  iht 
South.  If  the  night  had  been  cold,  hundreds  cd 
wounded,  faint  with  the  loss  of  blood,  would  have 
perished. 

It  was  not  possible  for  any  one  who  had  wit- 
nessed the  fight,  and  was  candid  with  himself^  V} 
dispute  the  fact  that  we  had  had  the  worst  of  iL 
We  had  started  out  to  take  the  enemy's,  batter e> 
on  the  hills.  That  we  had  done  no  such  thib; 
was  painfully  apparent  Those  batteries  lu>. 
poured  their  iron  storms  into  our  column  until 
night  had,  happily  for  us,  closed  the  coDtesL  lie- 
ports  were  circulated  that  we  had  gained  essentiti 
advantages  of  position,  but  what  they  werv,  v 
any,  has  not  appeared.  The  enemj,  in  trutK 
were  as  strong  as  ever,  and  we  were  weakened  by 
the  sheer  waste  of  the  bravest  of  the  brave.  ^^'V 
had,  it  appeared,  made  the  attack  at  the  strongest 
point  of  the  enemy's  lines,  placed  ourselves  ja<^^ 
as  they  wanted  us,  made  a  magnificent  display  <'t' 
the  devotion  and  discipline  of  our  soldiers^  in  5 
manner  that  afforded  the  enemy  the  eniertaia- 
ment  of  looking  upon  the  display  without  niu^-h 
danger  to  thems^ves,  and  of  slaughtering  ti.« 
without  stint  The  city  of  Fredencksbui^gh  wa*> 
a  trap,  and  we  had  plunged  into  it  The  poWcy 
of  permitting  us  to  ** occupy  and  possess"  it  ur- 
der  commanding  batteries,  was  clear  enough.  Tb.i 
blunder  stood  revealed. 

The  extent  of  the  disaster  is  not  yet  fully  know  n 
It  is  known  that  we  gained  nothing — ^that  all  thai 
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we  lost  was  thrown  away.  We  did  not  ta1ce  a 
Utterj  or  silence  a  gun.  We  did  not  reach  the 
citst  of  the  heights  held  by  the  enemy  in  a  single 
pUce.  But  so  determined  was  Gen.  Burnside  to 
^rry  out  his  programme,  that  he  ordered  a  re- 
i^w'al  of  the  attack  on  Sunday  morning,  and  de- 
tennincd  to  rush  a  column  of  fifteen  thousand 
ti\tn  upon  the  rebel  batteries.  The  orders  to  this 
eSect  were  actually  given,  and  the  divisions  to 
make  the  assault  assigned  their  places,  when  the 
vehement  protest  and  expostulation  of  General 
Samner,  who  declared  his  troops  unfit  for  the  en- 
terprise, prevailed,  and  the  madness  thai  would 
a^in  have  decimated  the  army  was  quieted. 

Sunday  morning  was  clear  and  breezy,  and  the 
rebel  lines  of  batUe  were  plainly  seen  upon  the 
huUf  extending  for  miles.     There  was  a  good  deal 
of  skirmishing  during  the  day,  and  several  times 
the  musketry  was  rapid,  but  there  was  no  general 
advance  or  considerable  engagement     Sunday 
aiiemoon  our  principal  generals  were  for  several 
hours  engaged  in  consultation  at  Gen.  Sumner's 
headquarters.     The  night  passed  with. occasional 
firii^  of  musketry.     On  Monday  morning  there 
vas  heavy  artillery-finng  for  a  few  minutes  on  the 
kit    It  was  supposed  to  be  shelling  the  rebels  out 
of  the  ambuscades,  from  which  their  sharp-shoot- 
ers annoyed  his  pickets.     I  left  the  neighborhood 
at  half-past  eight  o'clock  a. if.     That  night,  the 
telegraph  tells  us,  the  army  was  withdrawn  from 
the  enemy's  trap~--that  is  to  say,  Fredericksburgh. 
We  should  be  grateful  that  the  operation  was  suc- 
cessfully performed.      The  enemy  would  have 
been  delighted  with  further  exhibiUons  of  valor 
I  ke  that  of  Saturday  on  our  part     The  occupa- 
tion of  Fredericksburgh  was  a  blunder — the  evac- 
oaiion  of  the  place  saves  the  army.     Our  losses 
are  heavy — ^heavier  than  have  been  admitted  in 
official  quarters.      The  loss  in  Couch's  corps, 
^bich  suffered  far  more  than  any  other,  was,  as  I 
WAS  told,  on  high  authority,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  killed,  and  five  thousand  five  hundred 
rounded.     Franklin's  loss,  I  was  told  at  General 
Bumside's  headquarters,  by  a  gentleman,  who, 
probably,  knew  as  much  about  it  as  the  Gen^ 
cral  himself^  was  between  four  and  five  thousand. 
There  were  considerable  losses  in  divisions  out- 
ki*ie  Couch's  corps. 

Making  all  due  allowances  for  the  exaggera- 
tion* that,  particularly  if  the  news  is  unfavorable, 
niay  be  looked  for  after  a  battle,  and  for  the  re- 
turn of  stragglers,  I  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible 
tfi  reduce  the  figures  of  the  loss  of  Saturday,  in 
killed  and  wounded,  below  ten  thousand,  and  I 
TcTT  much  fear  they  will  reach  twelve  thousand, 
rhile  the  immediate  reduction  in  the  force  of 
tCtictires  from  all  causes  is  not  far  from  fifteen 
tliousand. 

Hie  ^Ttny  has,  however,  been  reenforced  by 
Sigel  and  Slocum,  and  is  altogether  the  largest 
ind  best  appointed  army  we  have  evef  assembled ; 
knd  was  not,  so  fiir  as  I  could  observe,  (though 
tr.y  opportunities  for  observation  after  the  fight 
wltre  not  very  extensive,)  disheartened  by  the  re- 
\tT5e  suffered.  The  army,  placed  upon  the  right 
line  of  opentions  against  Richmond,  and  under 


competent  leadership,  is  still  ample  for  the  task 
that  has  been  set  before  it  —  that  of  conquering 
the  capital  of  rebeldom.*  M.  H. 

DETROIT  *«FREE  PRESS"  ACCOUNT. 

Nbab  Falmoutb,  Ya.,  December  19. 

Since  the  recent  battle  at  Fredericksburgh  I 
have  noticed  many  accounts  in  our  various  North- 
em  journals  of  the  first  crossing  of  the  river  by 
our  troops.  One  says  that  a  hundred  volunteers 
firom  various  r^ments  crossed '  first ;  another 
says  that  the  Seventh  Michigan  and  Nineteenth 
Massachusetts  volunteers  volunteered  to  cross 
first  in  boats;  another  still  says  the  Pennsyl- 
vania reserves  were  in  the  advance,  etc  ;  another 
says  that  two  of  Baxter's  Fire  Zouaves  got  killed, 
and  that  they  had  the  good  fortune  to  find  out 
the  name  of  one  of  them.  We  think  here  that 
the  man  who  made  this  discovery  ought  certainly 
to  have  been  rewarded.  Not  having  the  good 
fortune  to  belong  to  one  of  those  regiments  which 
have  gained  their  reputation  by  corresponding 
with  the  papers,  and  never  having  written  a  line 
for  publication  myself  it  is  with  the  greatest  re- 
luctance that  I  make  the  attempt,  but  a  sense  of 
duty,  in  justice  to  our  noble  little  regiment,  and 
to  our  State,  which  all  justly  feel  proud  o^  com- 
pels me  in  this  case  to  offer  a  few  facts. 

They  are  simply  as  follows :  On  the  morning 
of  the  eleventh  of  December,  we  were  in  line  at 
daybreak,  and  marched  between  three  and  foiu: 
miles  to  the  Lacey  House,  which  stands  on  the 
bank  of  the  Rappahannock,  directly  opposite 
Fredericksbuigh  On  arriving  there  we  found 
that  the  engineer  corps,  which  had  been  laying 
down  the  pontoon  bridge  during  the  night,  and 
had  succeeded  in  getting  it  about  ttro  thirds  of 
the  way  across  at  daylight,  had  since  that  time 
been  continually  fired  upon  by  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters,  who  were  concealed  in  the  houses 
and  cellars  along  the  opposite  bank,  and  who 
killed  and  wounded  so  numy  of  the  workmen 
that  they  were  forced  to  abandon  the  bridge. 
At  this  juncture  we  were  ordered  to  deploy  as 
sharp-shooters  along  the  edge  of  the  bank  and 
below  the  bridge.  This  we  did,  and  opened  our 
fire  at  will  against  the  enemy  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  under  the  protection  of  brick  houses, 
cellars,  and  rifle  pits  he  could  laugh  at  us  with 
impunity.  One  hundred  and  fort^  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery were  then  opened  upon  this  part  of  the 
town,  but  could  not  dislodge  them.  The  attempt 
was  again  made  to  put  down  the  bridge,  but 
again  failed.  General  Burnside  then  proposed 
that  a  party  of  volunteers  be  made  up  fi*om  the 
corps  to  cross  in  the  boats,  and  dislodge  them. 
Our  Colonel,  (Hall,)  now  commanding  the  bri- 
gade, told  General  Burnside  that  he  had  a  regi- 
ment which  would  volunteer  to  cross,  and  made 
us  the  ofier,  which  was  promptly  accepted.  Ar- 
rangements were  made  that  the  men  of  the  en- 
gineer corps  should  man  the  boats  and  row  us 
over.  AVe  placed  our  men  along  the  banks  of 
the  river  at  proper  intervals,  so  that  they  could 

*  Farther  reports  of  thli  batllo  will  be  girea  in  the  Supple- 
ment. 
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take  the  boats  quickly  when  all  was  ready,  and 
after  waiting  about  half  an  hour,  we  were  told 
that  the  officers  of  the  engineer  corps  could  by  no 
means  induce  their  men  to  undertake  the  job. 
The  proposition  was  then  made  that  we  man  the 
boats  ourselves.  This  proposition  we  also  ac 
cepted,  and,  at  a  given  signal,  the  men  rushed  to 
the  boats,  carried  them  to  the  water,  jumped  into 
them  and  pushed  gallantly  out  into  the  stream, 
amidst  a  shower  of  bullets  from  the  enemy  which 
killed  and  wounded  several  of  our  men.  Among 
the  latter  was  Lieut-Col.  Baxter,  commanding 
the  regiment,  and  here  the  command  devolved 
upon  me.  The  regiment  charged  gallantly  up  the 
ascent,  taking  possession  of  the  rifle-pits  and 
buildings,  also  taking  thirty-five  prisoners.  Dur- 
ing this  affair  we  lost  five  killed  and  sixteen 
wounded.  We  were  afterward  in  two  engage- 
ments, of  which  I  have  not  time  now  to  sp^ik 
particularly. 

It  was  said  by  the  many  thousands  who  wit- 
nessed this  feat  that  it  was  the  most  gallant  of 
the  war,  and  I  feel  that  our  State  should  have 
the  credit  due  her.  I  should  not  close  without 
stating  that  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  regi- 
ments of  Massachusetts  volunteers  came  ta  our 
support  as  soon  as  they  possibly  could,  and  we 
held  the  ground  until  the  pontoon-bridge  was 
finished  and  this  wing  of  the  army  crossed,  and 
did  not  ourselves  recross  again  until  the  night  of 
the  fifteenth  instant 

The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  of  the 
Seventh  infantry  volunteers,  on  the  eleventh  and 
thirteenth  of  December,  at  the  battle  of  Freder- 
icksburgh : 

Killed  —  Lieut  Frank  Emery,  company  G; 
Privates,  Alonzo  Wixson,  company  A;  George 
Castner,  company  A ;  Corporal  Joseph  L.  Rice, 
company  C;  privates,  George  Gibbons,  company 
C ;  Stephen  Balcomb,  company  G ;  Henry  Crump, 
company  L 

Wounded — ^Lieut -Colonel  Henry  Baxter,  left 
shoulder,  badly. 

Company  A — Corporal  Patrick  Furlong,  arm 
broken ;  privates,  Reily  Falkner,  hand ;  John  G. 
Clark,  head  slight 

Company  B  —  Privates,  Ansil  Billings,  leg, 
slight ;  John  Gibbs,  hip ;  James  £.  Elliott,  foot 

Company  C— Lieut  Henry  M.  Jackson,  arm 
broken ;  Sergt  Charles  Oakley,  hand ;  Corporal 
George  W.  Vaughn,  hand  and  arm. 

Company  D — Privates,  Jacob  Lair,  hip ;  Hor- 
ace Rcttch,  arm;  Phineas  Carter,  kg;  Edwin 
Gee,  missing ;  Jacob  Hinderleight^,  missing. 

Company  £— Sergeant  A.  0.  McDonald,  limb 
amputated;  Corporals,  Ambrose  Haines,  face; 
S.  S.  Baldwin,  shoulder ;  privates,  Foster  Blake- 
ly,  leg,  flesh ;  Daniel  Dom,  face ;  Sanford  Bay- 
mer,  abdomen. 

Company  F — Sergt  Thomas  T.  Colwell,  breast, 
slight ;  privates,  James  M.  Greenfield,  leg ;  Eleaz- 
ur  B.  Holmes,  foot,  badly ;  Joseph  Cnuie,  arm, 
slight 

Company  G — Corporal  John  C.  Sholes,  arm, 


badly ;  privates,  S.  S.  Basna,  side,  badly ;  Rod- 
ger Noble,  lost  a  hand.  Thomas  H.  Hcnt, 

Major  CommandJiig  BeveoUi  Micfalgao  Voluotcen. 

COLONEL  POTTER'S  LETTSH. 

HvADQUAKTras  FrrTT-nxsT  Rboimkxt  N.  T.  Voinmxti, ) 
Oppositi  FuiomcuBUBGH,  December  1ft,  ISeS.      ( 

Mt  Dear :  AVe  started  to  attack  Freder- 

icksbui^h  and  the  enemy's  works  in  the  rear  of 
it,  on  the  morning  of  Friday,  the  twelfth,  and 
experienced  so  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  pon- 
toons across,  that  at  headquarters  they  began  to 
despair.  Finally,  part  of  the  Seventh  Midiigan, 
and  I  believe.  Twentieth  Massachusetts  cross- 
ed in  boats,  and  driving  the  enemy  firom  the  build- 
ings at  the  "  tete  de  pmity^  the  bridge  was  com- 
pleted. Gen.  Franklin,  I  believe,  had  no  troable 
crossing  his  men,  as  he  got  his  bridges  over  earlv 
and  without  much  opposition.  That  day  we  laj 
in  Fredericksbuigh,  having  crossed  early  Id  the 
morning.  On  Saturday  morning  Couches  cot]» 
opened  the  action  and  attempted  to  take  the  en^ 
my*s  works  on  the  heights  in  Uie  rear  or  the 
town  by  assault,  but  were  repulsed.  I  was  or- 
dered at  this  time,  about  noon,  to  take  myng- 
iment  to  support  a  battery  about  to  open,  to 
cover  the  advance  of  our  brigade,  which  renewed 
the  attack  on  Couches  retiring.  About  half  an 
hour  after  this  battery  opened,  it  was  driteD  from 
the  field,  having  sufferea  severely,  bat  I  held  the 
position  I  had  taken  until  nearly  three  p.m. 

Both  brigades  of  our  division  were  now  hard 
at  it,  and  as  ours,  the  second,  which  had  the  ad- 
vance, were  getting  out  of  ammunition,  I  was  or- 
dered to  its  support  We  had  to  cross  an  open 
plain  right  in  the  rear  of  the  tovm,  exposed  to  i 
plunging  fire  for  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  inter- 
sected by  two  or  three  fences.  At  this  time  no 
other  troops  were  advancing,  and  our  fire  in  front 
was  rather  slack.  The  moment  I  appeared.it 
seemed  as  if  every  gun  was  turned  on  us— shell, 
shrapnel,  grape,  canister^  round-shot,  all  caine 
together  and  m  a  perfect  storm.  It  exceeded  a!l 
my  previous  experience  and  imagination,  the 
shells  bursting  right  in  the  ranks,  and  knocki:^ 
over  five  or  six  files  at  a  time ;  the  ground  wa5 
strewed  with  the  dead  and  wounded  of  the  troo]^ 
who  preceded  us.  We  kept  closed  upbeaud- 
fiilly,  and  came  up  with  the  rest  of  the  brigade 
lying  on  a  slight  slope  which  formed  a  partial 
cover.  We  took  the  fit)nt  and  opened  fire.  U 
took  scarce  five  minutes  to  get  there,  but  about 
one  third  of  my  men  were  left  dead  and  wounded 
in  our  track.  In  front  of  us  the  ground  sloped 
down  to  a  ravine,  where  I  believe  there  is  a  caoaL 
Here  the  enemy  had  rifle-pits  concealed.  lmn>^ 
diately  behind  rose  the  heights,  steep  and  cord- 
ed with  brushwood  on  the  fii^  crowned  inth 
earthworks  and  artillery,  whilst  sharp-shooten 
seemed  to  be  concealed  all  over  its  lace. 

Fortunately,  just  where  we  were  there  was  a 
slight  elevation  in  the  plain,  from  the  crest  of 
which  it  sloped  towiird  the  canal  or  heights,  and 
by  lying  fiat  we  noanaged  to  escape  most  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  and  to  severely  annoy  his  artlUerj 
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and  in&ntiy  on  the  heights.  About  half-after 
four  mj  ammunition  began  to  fail  and  supports 
to  vrive,  and  I  bad  permission  to  withdraw,  but 
1  deemed  it  best  to  wait  until  dark,  and  draw  ofT 
ia  company  with  the  Fifly-first  Pennsylvania, 
about  six  P.M. ;  the  rest  of  our  brigade  retired  at 
about  the  same  time.  Griffin's  brigade  and  one 
of  Sjkes'Sf  composed  partly  of  regulars,  held  the 
field  Sunday.  We  relieved  them  Sunday  nisht, 
and  were  in  turn  relieved  at  one  this  morning. 
We  held  en  Monday  the  extreme  advance-point 
on  the  line  of  our  attack  here  on  the  left,  while 
Coach*s  regiments,  which  had  held  the  field  to 
the  left  took  up  a  new  line  some  three  hundred 
paces  to  the  rear. 

This  was  certainly  the  most  awkward  and  tire- 
S')me  position  I  was  ever  in.     We  had  to  lie  per- 
fectly flat,  as  the  enemy  could  depress  their  ar- 
tilleiy  sufficiently  to  rake  every  thing  eighteen 
inches  above  the  surface  of  the  ground,  and  to  raise 
a  head  or  hand  was  sure  to  bring  a  pop  from  a  con- 
cealed sharp-shooter.     Lying  thus  for  near  thirty 
hoars,  with  nothing  to  eat  or  drink,  not  daring 
to  move  or  speak  in  a  loud  tone,  and  not  allowed 
to  sleep,  after  three  days  and  four  nights  continu- 
^Ij  under  arms,  and  almost  without  sleep,  used 
up  what  little  strength  we  had.     To-day  I  have 
scarcely  a  man  fit  for  duty.     We  returned  to  our 
old  camp-ground  this  morning  at  four  a. il     I  took 
into  action  two  hundred  and  eighty  non-com- 
niissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  sixteen  offi- 
cers, indading  myself     Six  officers  were  wound- 
ed and  fifly-t^e  privates ;  ten  (10)  killed  and  five 
nusiiing.    The  missing  are  doubtless  all  killed,  as 
when  last  seen  they  were  all  in  their  proper  place. 
As  the  regiment  was  advancing,   three  shells 
dropped  together,  and  some  forty  were  killed, 
mounded,  and   upset    Every  one  who  could, 
picked  himself  up  and  rushed  on ;  these  doubtless 
vere  not  noticed  particularly,  although  their  com- 
puiions  think  they  saw  them  fall.     I  thus  lost 
exactly  one  quarter  of  my  men.     Franklin^s  fight 
vas  a  more  open  one,  and  we  have  heard  that  he 
W  the  advantage.     I  learn  that  our  whole  loss 
^  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  killed  and 
^ereD  thousand  wounded     Our  brigade  lost  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  killed  and  wounded,  out  of 
a^^ut  two  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty,  being 
tbout  the  same  average  as  my  regiment     The 
rv'^t  of  the  troops  did  not  sufifer  so  severely,  of 
<%Qrse,  or  our  loss  would  have  been  much  heavier 
in  the  whole. 

We  left  the  dead  on  the  field,  and  all  their  small 
^s;  at  least,  they  were  there  when  I  left  at  one 
this  morning.  I  got  a  letter  from  you  the  day 
of  the  fight,  but  I  canH  find  it  now,  and  cannot 
answer  the  questions  you  ask.  I  remember  only 
two  of  them,  those  referring  to  newspaper  state- 
otents  about  Antietam  and  South-Mountain.  We 
v<.Te  across  the  bridge  at  Antietam,  I  think,  before 
^Ifpast  twelve.  It  did  not  vary  from  that  ten 
Ciinutes.  I  looked  at  my  watch.  Gen.  Bumside 
put  eTery  man  into  action  that  went  in  at  South- 
Mountain — that  is,  Beno*s  and  Hooker*s  corps, 
franklin  took  his  in  at  Crampton^s  Gap.  Tell 
—  he  must  send  me  those  boots,  or  I  will  be 


barefooted.  I  am  quite  ill  again,  l.have  had  my 
report  and  many  other  things  to  attend  to.  Love 
to  alL     In  hasten     Yours,  affectionately, 

R  B.  Potter. 

REBEL  REPORTS  AND  NARRATIVES. 

OKNERAL  LETS  OmCIAL  REPORT. 

HBADQVABTBM  AftHT  NoRTBnv  ViRomA,  f 
14  December,  18G3.  f 

The  Han,  Secretary  of  War^  Siehmond,  Va.  : 

Sw:  On  the  night  of  the  tenth  instant,  the 
enemy  commenced  to.  throw  three  bridges  over 
the  Rappahannock — two  at  Fredericksburgh,  and 
the  third  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  below,  near 
the  mouth  of  the  Deep  Run. 

The  plan  on  which  Fredericksburgh  stands  is 
so  completely  commanded  by  the  hills  of  Stafford, 
in  possession  of  the  enemy,  that  no  effectual  op- 
position could  be  offered  to  the  construction  of 
the  bridges  or  the  passage  of  the  river,  without 
exposing  our  troops  to  the  destructive  fire  of  his 
numerous  batteries.  Positions  were,  therefore, 
selected  to  oppose  his  advance  after  crossing. 
The  narrowness  of  the  Rappahannock,  its  wind- 
ing course  and  deep  bed,  afforded  opportunity  for 
the  construction  of  bridges  at  points  beyond  the 
reach  of  our  artillery,  and  the  banks  had  to  be 
watched  by  skirmishers.  The  latter,  sheltering 
themselves  behind  the  houses,  drove  back  the 
working  parties  of  the  enemy  at  the  bridges  op- 
posite the  city ;  but  at  the  lowest  point  of  cross- 
ing, where  no  shelter  could  be  had,  our  sharp- 
shooters were  themselves  driven  of^  and  the  com- 
pletion of  the  bridge  was  effected  about  noon  on 
the  eleventh. 

*  In  the  afternoon  of  that  day  the  enemy*  s  bat- 
teries opened  upon  the  city,  and  by  dark  had  so 
demolished  the  houses  on  the  river-bank  as  to 
deprive  our  skirmishers  of  shelter — ^and,  under 
cover  of  his  guns,  he  effected  a  lodgment  in  Uie 
town. 

The  troops  which  had  so  gallantly  held*  their 
position  in  the  city,  under  the  severe  cannonade, 
during  the  day,  resisting  the  advance  of  the  ene- 
my at  every  step,  were  withdrawn  during  the 
night,  as  were  also  those  who,  with  equal  tenacity, 
had  maintained  their  post  at  the  lowest  bridge. 
Under  cover  of  darkness  and  of  a  dense  fog,  on 
the  twelfth,  a  large  force  passed  the  river  and  took 
position  on  the  right  bank,  protected  by  their 
heavy  guns  on  the  left 

The  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  his  arrangements 
for  attack  being  completed,  about  nine  o* clock — 
the  movement  veiled  by  a  fog — he  advanced  bold- 
ly in  large  force  against  our  right  wing.  General 
Jackson's  corps  occupied  the  right  of  our  line, 
which  rested  on  the  railroad ;  Gen.  Longstreet*s 
the  left,  extending  along  the  heights  to  the  Rap- 
pahannock above  Fredericksburgh.  Gen.  Stuart, 
with  two  brigades  of  cavalry,  was  posted  in  the 
extensive  plain  on  our  extreme  right 

As  soon  as  the  advance  of  the  enemy  was  dis- 
covered through  the  fog,  Gen.  Stuart,  with  his 
accustomed  promptness,  moved  up  a  section  of 
his  horse-artiUexy,  which  opened  with  effect  upon 
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bis  flank,  and  drew  upon  the  gallant  Pelham  a 
heavy  fire,  which  he  sustained  unflinchingly  for 
about  two  hours.  In  the  mean  time  the  enemy 
was  fiercely  encountered  by  General  A.  P.  Hiirs 
division,  forming  Gen.  Jackson's  right,  and,  after 
an  obstinate  combat,  repulsed  During  this  at- 
tack, which  was  protracted  and  hotly  contested, 
two  of  Gen.  Hill's  brigades  were  driven  back  upon 
our  second  line. 

Gen,  Early,  with  part  of  his  division,  being  or- 
dered to  his  support,  drove  the  enemy  back  from 
the  point  of  woods  he  had  seized,  and  pursued 
him  into  the  plain,  until  arrested  by  his  artillery. 
The  right  of  the  enemy's  column  extending  be- 
yond Hill's  front,  encountered  the  right  of  Gen. 
Hood,  of  Longstreet's  corps.  The  enemy  took 
possession  of  a  small  copse  in  front  of  Hood,  but 
were  quickly  dispossessed  and  repulsed  with  loss. 

During  the  attack  on  our  right  the  enemy  was 
crossing  troops  over  his  bridges  at  Fredericks- 
burgh,  and  massing  them  in  front  of  Longstreet's 
line.  Soon  after  his  repulse  on  our  right,  he  com- 
menced a  series  of  attacks  on  our  led,  with  a  view 
of  obtaining  possession  of  the  heights  immediate- 
ly overlooking  the  town.  These  repeated  attacks 
were  repulsed  in  gallant  style  by  the  Washington 
artillery,  under  Colonel  Walton,  and  a  portion  of 
McLaw's  division,  which  occupied  these  heights.. 

The  last  assault  was  made  after  dark,  when 
Col.  Alexander's  battalion  had  relieved  the  Wash- 
ington artillery,  (whose  ammunition  had  been  ex- 
hausted,) and  ended  the  contest  for  the  day.  The 
enemy  was  supported  in  his  attacks  by  the  fire 
of  strong  batteries  of  artillery  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  as  well  as  by  his  numerous  heavy 
batteries  on  the  Stafford  heights.  < 

Our  loss  during  the  operations,  since  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  began,  amounts  to  about 
eighteen  hundred  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  former  I  regret  to  report  the  death  of  the 
patriotic  soldier  and  statesman,  Brigadier-General 
Thomas  K  K  Cobb,  who  fell  upon  our  left ;  and 
among  the  latter  that  brave  soldier  and  accom- 
plished gentlemen.  Brig. -General  Maxcy  Gregg, 
who  was  very  seriously,  and,  it  is  feared,  mortal- 
ly wounded  during  the  attack  on  our  right 

The  enemy  to-day  has  been  apparently  engaged 
in  caring  for  his  wounded  and  burying  his  dead. 
His  troops  are  visible  in  their  first  position  in  line 
of  battle,  but,  with  the  exception  of  some  desul- 
tory cannonading  and  firing  between  skirmishers, 
be  has  not  attempted  to  renew  the  attack.  About 
five  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  were  taken  dur- 
ing the  engagement,  but  the  full  extent  of  his  loss 
is  unknown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
•obedient  servant,  R.  E.  Lee, 

Gkneral. 

Chas.  Marshall, 

Major  and  A.  D.  a 

RICHMOND  «•  ENQUIRER"  ACCOUNT 

BATTLB-Fnoj),  December  18, 1882. 

This  morning  the  sun  struggled  up  through 
the  obscuring  mists  which  overhung  the  land- 
«ct^>e,  but  his  rays  were  for  an  hour  or  two  in- 


tercepted by  some  ashen  clouds  slowly  drifting 
overhead.  Every  thing  was  still  as  on  a  mild  De- 
cember morning.  Scarcely  a  breath  of  air  wsfled 
the  falling  leaves  or  stirred  the  fringes  of  the  pine. 
The  fog  and  smoke  thoroughly  mingled  through 
the  night  and  shrouded  hill  and  plain  in  a  grayish 
dim  cloud. 

As  this  began  to  rise,  about  eight  o'clock,  the 
roar  of  the  enemy's  artillery  woke  the  stillness  of 
the  scene,  and  signaled  the  coming  great  battle. 
Hastening  to  the  front,  I  obtained  abird's-eje 
view  of  the  battle-field. 

The  observer,  who  ascends  on  the  heights  that 
rise  abruptly  from  the  suburbs  on  the  western 
side  of  Fredericksburgh  and  casts  his  eye  to  the 
south-west,  sees  stretching  before  him  a  lerd 
plain  to  where  the  Rappahannock,  making  a  broad 
curve  with  the  rising  hills  on  the  north  banic 
forms  the  horizon.  The  plain  is  about  six  miles 
long,  with  a  mean  breadth  of  two  and  a  half  mile:^ 
On  the  right  the  plain  is  scolloped  by  spurs  of 
hills,  gradually  sloping  down  into  tiie  bottom 
land,  at  intervals  of  about  a  mile,  clothed  with 
dark  pines  and  leafless  oaks.  On  the  left,  where 
the  Rappahannock  sweeps  along,  hid  by  its  high 
banks,  a  succession  of  hills  rise  much  more  tb- 
ruptly  than  on  the  right  the  fiice  of  the  hills  bare 
or  clothed  with  straggling  pines,  and  summits 
crowned  with  dense  timber.  These  bill-stdes  ar? 
white  with  the  enemy'a  tents  and  trains,  and 
from  the  crests  his  batteries  bristle  in  countless 
profusion  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 

Now  let  us  cast  our  eye  again  down  the  broad 
stretch  of  bottom-land,  and  note  what  a  bird\veye 
view  affords.  First  is  the  town  of  Frederickv 
burgh,  some  of  the  ruins  still  sending  up  wreaths 
of  pale  blue  smoke ;  but  the  town  is  not  so  much 
demolished  as  some  excited  imaginations  mar 
have  supposed,  and  hardly  enough  to  attract  the 
attention  of  the  casual  observer.  Then  the  plain 
is  seen,  seemingly  lowest  in  the  middle,  but  actu- 
ally nearly  level.  A  few  long  narrow  groves  of 
leafless  oaks  break  the  monotony,  and  here  and 
there  some  clumps  of  cedar  are  seen.  The  fieM«s 
containing  on  an  average  a  hundred  trees,  are 
separated  by  wood,  stones,  and  ditches,  the  latter 
indicated  by  lines  of  low  hedge.  The  enemy  s 
line  occupies  the  left  of  this  plain,  and  in  some 
places  their  columns,  which  the  casual  obsener 
from  this  point  would  take  to  be  dark  clumps  of 
cedar,  spot  far  out  into  the  fields.  In  the  centre 
of  their  line,  pear  the  river,  on  rising  ground,  is 
posted  a  battery  of  twenty-one  heavy  guns — there 
may  be  more — ^but  these  only  are  distinguishable 
by  the  eye. 

Just  in  the  rear  of  these,  so  far  as  one  is  able 
to  judge  by  the  long  line  of  ambulances  which 
disappear  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  and 
emerge  near  by,  a  pontoon-bridge  spans  the  river, 
a  single  bridge  I  am  told.  This  battery  forms  a 
prominent  part  of  the  picture,  especially  when  it 
fires  regularly  by  sections,  sending  its  shells 
across  the  plains  and  into  the  rising  bills  on  the 
right  A  short  distance  above  this  battery — that 
is,  next  to  the  observer — a  narrow  grove  of  oaks 
extend  diagonally  into  the  plain,  half  a  mile  per- 
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haps,  terminating  in  low,  marshy  groutid.  A 
deep  gullj  extends  the  length  of  this  grove,  and 
is  spanned  in  the  middle  by  a  railroad  bridge, 
the  line  of  the  njlroad  indicated  here  and  there 
bj  patebes  of  red  earth,  which  mark  its  length 
down  the  left  side  of  the  Talley.  In  this  grove 
the  enemy  find  concealment  for  a  brigade,  which 
keep*;  up  a  random  fire  on  our  troops  until  dis- 
lodged by  a  regiment  sent  from  Hood's  division. 
Nothing  but  pale  clouds  of  smoke  struggling 
op  through  the  utidergrowth  and  forests  on  the 
light  indicate  the  presence  of  our  forces. 

Noir  the  fog  has  lifted,  revealing  the  dark  and 
heavy  «>lumns  of  the  enemy  moving  down  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river.  Far  down,  near  the 
lower  part  of  the  valley,  they  are  seen  debouch- 
ing Whole  fields  are  gleaming  with  bayonets. 
They  continue  to  pour  out  upon  the  plain  in  a 
s^treun  which  seems  to  come  fh>m  an  inexhausti- 
ble fountain.  The  meadows  are  black  with  them, 
tens  of  thousands  in  solid  columns.  We  can 
only  vagaely  conjecture  at  this  distance  the  num- 
ber. Old  soldiers  think  there  are  sixty  thousand, 
H'here  are  our  men  ?  A  solitary  battery  of  four 
guns,  commanded  by  Capt.  Carter  Braxton,  is  to 
^n  on  the  plain.  The  fire  from  the  enemy's 
battery  of  twenty-two  guns  open  upon  it,  but  it 
makes  no  reply.  Other  batteries  direct  their 
shots  toward  it ;  but  it  has  evidently  made  up  its 
mind  not  to  be  hurried.  • 

The  enemy,  now  formed  in  three  heavy  col- 
amnSf  advanced  to  attack  our  right ;  on  they  go 
at  double-quick  toward  the  woods,  making  the 
earth  shake  under  their  tread,  with  colors  flying 
and  arms  glistening  in  the  sunlight  Where  are 
our  men  ?  A  long  sheet  of  flame  from  the  skirt 
of  woods  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  a  cloud  of  smoke, 
a  roar  and  rattle  of  musketry,  tell  their  where- 
abouts. The  advance  column  halts  and  delivers 
a  hisiy  fire.  A  continuous  stream  of  fugitives 
from  the  fW>nt  scour  across  the  fields  rearward ; 
b'>ine  are  halted  and  formed  in  squads,  but  can 
nerer  be  forced  again  to  go  to  the  front,  except 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  The  smoke  now 
mostly  shuts  the  combatants  from  the  view  of  the 
distant  spectator.  There  is  breaking  of  ranks 
among  the  enemy,  rallying  and  re-rallying,  .but 
<>r  no  avaiL  They  cannot  stand  the  murderous 
th-e.  They  giye  it  up  as  a  bad  job.  M^nwhile 
the  battel^  in  the  field  (Braxton's)  has  opened 
&fter  long  endurances,  and  at  the  right  moment 
cuikes  its  mark.  The  coolness  and  precision 
vith  which  it  is  handled  wins  the  admiration  of 
si!  observers.  The  manner  of  its  action  will  be 
Doticed  hereafter  in  complimentary  terms,  in  oflS- 
cial  reports.  Other  batteries  did  their  work  no- 
bly, but  they,  with  other  particulars  of  the  en- 
gagement on  the  right,  must  be  noticed  where 
<acfa  can  have  justice  done  in  an  extended  ac- 
count 

The  Yankees  commenced  the  storming  of  the 
hill  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  with  six  bri- 
bes, and  were  repulsed  four  times  with  im- 
mense slaughter.  They  were  mowed  down  by 
hundreds.  Two  hundred  and  fifty  bodies  were 
counted  on  a  space  occupied  by  only  one  regi- 


ment The  firing  was  kept  up  incessantly  until 
three  o'clock.  Colonel  Walton's  battery  held  the 
heights,  pouring  a  murderous  fire  into  the  ad- 
vancing columns.  The  batteries  on  the  various 
hiUs  nobly  assisted  the  battery  on  the  heights, 
keeping  up  a  continual  stream  of  fire,  each  vol- 
ley thinning  the  ranks  of  the  enemy  in  a  terrible 
manner. 

The  battery  of  Capt  Miles  C.  Mason,  of  Rich- 
mond, covered  itself  with  glory.  The  fire  was 
opened  on  the  storming  regiments  by  this  bat- 
tery. The  railroad  gap  at  one  time  was  filled 
with  Yankees,  when  a  well-directed  shot  from 
the  battery  exploded  in  their  midst,  killing  about 
fifty  of  the  hirelings.  Captain  Macon's  battery 
was  hotly  engaged  on  the  eleventh,  twelfth,  and 
thirteenth,  and  won  the  admiration  of  all  the 
commanding  ofScers  by  the  coolness  and  precision 
exhibited  by  the  men  in  handling  their  guns. 
Astonishing  to  say,  not  a  man  of  this  company 
was  killed  or  wounded. 

One  rifle  piece  of  Capt  Ewbank's  battery,  near 
the  centre,  has  been  engaged.  On  Saturday  after- 
noon it  played  upon  the  Yankee  brigade  driven 
by  Hill's  men  from  the  woods  in  front  of  Ber^ 
nard's.  This  portion  of  the  battery  has  been 
under  a  heavy  fire  for  three  days  past,  but  has 
fortunately  suffered  no  loss.  The  remainder  of 
Capt  Ewbank's  guns  are  so  disposed  that  they 
will  perform  efficient  service  when  called  upon, 
in  which  event  wo  expect  to  chronicle  a  brilliant 
achievement  on  the  part  of  this  gallant  command. 

Late  in  the  afternoon  comes  the  magnificent 
charge  of  a  regiment  of  Hood's  division  across 
the  plain,  routing  a  brigade  from  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  and  while  under  the  concentrated  fire 
of  a  battalion  of  artillery,  driving  the  enemy 
from  the  skirt  of  woods  before  mentioned,  cap- 
turing forty-one  prisoners,  representing  six  regi- 
ments, and  on  the  whole  covering  themselves 
with  inefiaceable  glory. 

At  half-past  eight  a.il  Gen.  Lee,  attended  by 
his  stafij  rode  slowly  along  the  front  of  our  lines, 
from  west  to  east^  and  halted  in  the  valley ^a  mile 
to  the  east  of  Hamilton's  crossing,  and  half  a  mile 
in  the  rear  of  our  batteries  on  the  extreme  right 
At  nine  o'clock  a  column  of  our  troops,  which 
proved  to  be  Swell's  division,  General  Early  com- 
manding, advanced  up  the  valley  firom  the  direc- 
tion of  Port  Royal,  and  defiled  into  the  woods  to 
the  left  of  Hamilton's  crossing.  The  men  were 
marching  at  a  very  leisurely  pace,  with  a  careless, 
swinging  gait ;  but  there  was  that  in  the  quiet 
dignity  of  their  demeanor  which  told  that  each 
though  undaunted,  was*  conscious  that  the  next 
hour  might  be  one  of  stem  battle  and  death. 
Scarcely  had  the  rear  of  this  division  disappeared 
in  the  woods,  when  directly  in  their  front  the 
artillery  of  the  old  Stonewall  brigade — ^Woodis, 
Braxton's,  and  three  other  batteries— -opened  a 
brisk  fire  on  the  enemy's  batteries  north  of  the 
railroad  At  this  time,  owing  to  the  fog,  few  of 
the  enemy's  infantry  were  visible.  After-events 
proved  that  they  were  lying  close  to  the  south 
bank  of  the  river.  The  cannonading  soon  became 
general  along  the  fjront  of  both  armies.     In  ten 
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minutes  from  the  time  of  firing  their  first  gun, 
the  Danrille  battery,  Gapt  Woodis,  had  lost  fif- 
teen men  killed  and  wounded,  a  number  of  horses, 
and  had  two  guns  disabled. 

The  enemy's  battery,  eight  hundred  yards  dis- 
tant, had  the  exact  range  from  the  first  fire.  In 
the  l)eginning  of  the  action  the  loss  of  the  other 
batteries  of  Taliaferro's  division,  were  also  quite 
heavy.  Our  men  fired  with  ^reat  precision,  their 
shells  bursting  in  front  or  directly  above  his  op- 
posing batteries.  In  the  course  of  an  hour  the 
artiUery  fight  had  become  so  general  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  for  an  observer  to  distinguish 
what  particular  battery  of  the  enemy  was  engag- 
ing the  attention  of  any  given  battery  of  ours,  and 
^iee  versa.  Scarcely  a  battery  that  had  been  un- 
masked on  either  side  but  was  exposed  to  a  direct 
and  enfilading  fire.  The  roar  of  cannon  along  a 
line  of  six  miles  was  tremendous.  The  air  was 
resonant  with  the  savage  music  of  shells  and 
solid  shot  The  white  smoke- wreaths  of  explod- 
ing shells  were  everywhere  visible  among  the 
trees  of  the 'forest,  which  hid  our  forces  in  the 
valley  and  away  beyond  the  river  in  Stafford. 
Lines  of  ambulances  could  be  seen  bearing  off 
the  wounded  of  both  armies,  but  there  was  noth- 
ing by  which  to  judge  that  the  advantage  rested 
with  either  side. 

At  noon  the  fog  had  cleared  away,  but  there 
was  a  thick  haze  in  the  atmosphere.  About  this 
time  the  enemy's  infkntry  moved  forward  from 
the  river  towards  our  batteries  on  the  hills.  As 
they  pressed  forward  across  the  valley,  Stuart's 
horse-artillery  from  our  extreme  right  opened 
upon  them  a  destructive  enfilading  fire  of  round- 
shot  ,  This  fire,  which  annoyed  them  sorely,  was 
kept  up  in  spite  of  six  batteries  which  were  di- 
rected against  the  horse-artillery  as  soon  as  it 
was  unmasked.  By  one  o'clock  the  Yankee  col- 
umns had  crossed  the  valley  and  entered  the 
woods  south  of  the  railroad.  The  batteries  on 
both  sides  slackened  their  fire,  and  musketry,  at 
first  scattering,  but  quickly  increasing  to  a  crash 
and  rvar,  sounded  through  the  wo<xis.  Dense 
volumes  of  smoke  rose  above  the  trees,  and  volley 
succeeded  volley,  sometimes  so  rapidly  as  to 
blend  into  a  prolonged  and  continuous  roar.  A.  P. 
Hill's  division  sustained  the  first  shock  of  battle. 
The  rest  of  Jackson's  corps  were  in  different  lines 
of  reserves.  D.  H.  Hill's  division  was  drawn  up 
in  J.  L.  Marye's  field,  under  a  long  hill,  in  rear 
of  our  line  of  battle.  Here  they  remained  during 
most  of  the  day,  being  moved  from  time  to  time 
to  the  right  or  left^  as  the  exigencies  of  the  battle 
dic^ted. 

Shortly  after  the  infantry  fight  began,  a  brigade 
of  this  division  was  moved  at  the  double-quick  a 
mile  and  a  half  to  the  rights  and  posted  in  a  dense 
clump  of  pines,  in  supporting  distance  of  Stuart's 
horse-artillery.  In  ten  minutes  they  were  brought 
back  to  their  original  position.  The  celerity  of 
this  movement  would  be  incredible  to  any  one 
who  had  not  witnessed  it  To  an  observer  the 
sight  was  singular  and  exciting.  A  long  black 
line  shoots  from  the  position  of  the  reserves, 
crosses  the  railroad  at  Hamilton's  Station,  skims 


across  the  valley,  and  in  a  few  moments  is  lost 
in  the  pines  nearly  two  miles  away.  After 
scarcely  a  breathing-spell,  the  same  line  emerges 
from  the  pines,  retraces  its  steps  into  its  original 
position.  As  this  brigade  resumed  its  position 
in  reserve,  the  fire  of  musketry  directly  in  its 
front  slackened.  A  few  crackling  shots  wen 
heard  to  our  left,  along  Longstreet's  division, 
and  then  a  succession  of  volleys,  which  were 
kept  up  at  intervals  during  the  remainder  of  the 
evening.  The  musketry-fire  on  our  right  was 
soon  renewed,  and  the  battle  raged  with  increased 
fury.  Our  batteries  along  our  whole  front  ^in 
redpened,  and  Col.  Walker^s  artillery  regiment, 
composed  of  Latham's,  Letcher's,  Braxton^  Pe- 
gram's,  Crenshaw's,  Johnson's,  and  McTntoshs 
batteries,  stationed  in  the  open  low  grounds  to 
the  east  of  the  railroad  at  Hamilton's  Station, 
moved  forward  several  hundred  yards  in  the  di- 
rection of  Fredericksburgh. 

Hill's  and  Early's  troops  had  driven  the  eneiny 
from  the  woods  and  across  the  railroad  in  the 
direction  of  their  pontoon-bridges,  near  Deep 
Run.  Our  men  pursued  them  a  mile  and  a  half 
across  the  bottom-land,  and  fell  back  only  when 
they  had  gotten  under  the  shelter  of  their  batter- 
ies. Our  troops  then  retired  to  the  south  side 
of  the  railroad.  Again  the  enemy  rallied,  and 
returned  to  renew  the  contest^  but  were  again, 
about  five  o'clock  p.m.,  driven  back.  All  the 
batteries  of  Jackson's  corps  were  at  this  time  in 
full  play,  and  in  the  approaching  twilight  the 
blaze  of  the  guns  and  the  quick  flashes  of  the 
shells  were  more  distinctly  visibla  The  scene 
along  the  valley  was  at  once  splendid  and  ter- 
rific. 

The  result  of  the  fight  on  our  right  wing  may 
be  summed  up  briefly.  We  drove  the  enemy 
back,  killing  three  to  one,  and  at  night  held  the 
ground  occupied  by  the  enemy's  batteries  in  the 
morning.  The  enemy  had  twenty  thousand  men 
eneaged  on  this  wing,  while  altogether,  from  first 
to  Iast»  we  had  not  more  than  ten  thousand  in 
the  line  of  fire. 

BAITU-FotLD  mA»  HAMILT0ir*8  CioncM,  \ 

December  14, 1^62.        f 

The  fighting  yesterday  at  Fredericksbui^h  and 
near  Stansbury  Hill,  iust  above  the  town,  was  of 
the  most  desperate  character,  and  was  of  signal 
advantage  to  our  cause,  resulting  as  it  did,  in  de- 
cided successes  to  our  arms  in  the  repulses  of  tbe 
lines  of  the  enemy  at  all  ^ints.  These  repulses 
were  achieved  with  but  slight  loss  to  our  side  in 
numbers,  though  with  the  death  of  the  gallant 
General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb,  of  Geoi^a^  who  fell  near 
the  spot  where  his  mother  was  married.  Tbe 
fight  on  our  side  was  conducted  with  judgment, 
discretion,  and  signal  success.  Our  men  were 
arranged  behind  the  stone  fence  running  along 
the  roadside  leading  from  Howison's  Mill  to  the 
point  where  the  telegraph  and  tum]Nke  fork. 
The  enemy  were  formed  in  the  field  just  <^po- 
site  and  on  the  Fair  grounds.  The  enemy  ad- 
vanced steadily  and  boldly  twenty-one  times,  and 
was  as  often  repulsed  with  dreadful  slaughter 
and  carnage.    The  Yankee  dead  and  wounded< 
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L'teraJIj  line  the  ground  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
reacL  We  had  the  advantage  of  an  elevated  po- 
sition and  the  '*8tone  wall**  The  enemy  was 
therefore  compelled  to  advance  in  the  face  of  a 
nking  fire  up  this  inclined  plain,  only  to  meet 
the  death-dealing  fire  which  our  men  so  surely 
ind  steadily  poured  upon  them.  The  enemy 
fought  well  Our  forces  did  better,  and  the  re- 
salt  is,  the  Yankees,  foiled  in  their  *^  on  to  Rich- 
mood"  scheme,  lay  upon  their  oars  all  day  to-day 
without  an  efibrt  to  bury  their  dead  or  alleviate 
the  sufferings  of  the  wounded. 

Hownioii*R  Fabm,  ovz  Ajn>  a  BALr  xilrs  nttm  ) 
FaKDBUCKflBraoH,  December  16—10  p.m.     ) 

The  work  of  **  evacuation,"  "  skedaddling,"  or 
"change  of  base,"  whichever  it  may  be  called, 
wzs  commenced  last  ni^ht  about  sundown,  and 
wu  concluded  about  daylight  this  morning,  at 
which  time  they  took  up  the  last  of  their  pon- 
toons, and  once  again  achieved  a  great  victor}'  by 
"ftllii^  backwards." 

Their  departure  gives  unmistakable  evidences 
of  panic  and  haste.  About  the  town  are  found 
I«1ge  numbers  of  guns,  knapsacks,  haversacks, 
crackers,  salt  porl^  and  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand  rounds  of  good  cartridges.  They  fQso 
left  behind  them,  in  and  about  the  town,  at  the 
very  leasts  six  hundred  of  their  dead.  There  are 
one  handred  and  three  of  these  dead  on  a  space 
of  less  than  an  acre  of  ground.  The  town  was 
largely  used  for  hospital  purposes  by  the  Yankees, 
uid,  in  the  haste  of  departure,  some  twenty  of 
their  wounded  were  left  behind 

The  Yankees  had  essayed  a  task  which  no  army 
erer  marshaled,  or  that  ever  will  be  organized, 
coald  have  accomplished.  To  have  driven  our 
men  from  their  position  and  to  have  taken  it,  was 
i  work  compared  with  which  the  storming  of 
(jiliraltar  would  be  as  child's  play.  To  appreciate 
the  strength  of  our  position  it  must  be  seen.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say,  that  we  had  **  Stonewalls  "  at  both 
ends  of  the  line — Jackson  on  the  right  and  the 
stone  fence  on  the  left,  at  Fredericksburgh.  No 
other  man  than  Bumside  would  have  attempted 
^  difficult  or  so  foolhardy  an  adventure. 

Truly  may  it  be  said,  the  Yankees  slain  in  bat- 
tle have  been  **  butchered  to  make  a  Lincoln  hol- 
iday." They  have  failed  here  most  signally.  They 
niay  try  the  Port  Royal  route ;  if  they  do,  they 
will  find  the  same  character  of  obstacles  there  as 
here ;  the  same  advantages  to  our  side,  of  brave 
spirits  to  oppose  them,  and  choice  positions  in 
which  our  men  can  arrange  to  dispute  their 
nurcL 

The  wanton  destruction  of  property  in  town  can 
neither  be  miag;ined  nor  described.  Had  so  many 
^^moQs  from  perdition  been  unchained  and  com- 
Qu^ioned  to  wreak  vengeance,  the  ill-fated  city 
could  not  have  fared  worse.  All  that  was  edible 
has  been  devoured  by  the  hungry  Yankees,  whilst 
clothing  has  been  stolen  from  every  house,  the 
fimiture  recklessly  destroyed  or  thrown  into  the 
rtreets,  beds  ripped  open,  pictures  disfigured  and 
destroyed,  pianos  ruthlessly  robbed  of  the  keys. 
.  Indeed,  every  conceivable  injury  that  devilish 


malice  or  thieving  lust  could  invent,  was  freely 
resorted  to  during  the  memorable  four  days  of  the 
last  occupation,  a  time  which  will  never  be  effaced 
from  the  memories  of  the  gallant  few  who  stuck 
it  out  The  Baptist  church  has  been  nearly  rid- 
dled by  shells,  while  all  the  pews  have  been  torn 
out  to  make  room  for  the  sick,  who  were  spread 
upon  the  pew-cushions.  The  same  condition  of 
things  was  visible  in  the  basement  of  the  Episco- 
pal church  ;  our  informant  did  not  visit  the  main 
body  of  the  edifice.  The  Orphan  Asylum,  Dr. 
Scott^s,  F.  Slaughter's,  and  S.  S.  Howison's  bouses 
were  used  as  hospitals.  In  all,  some  twenty  houses 
have  been  destroyed,  and  the  loss  of  property  of 
one  kind  and  another  cannot  fall  much  short  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 

Brompton,  the  elegant  mansion  of  John  L. 
Marye,  was  well-nigh  destroyed.   There  are  some 

fifty  cannon-ball  holes  through  the  parlor  alone. 

« 

TBE    LOSSES. 

I  have  been  at  some  pains  to  ascertain  our  loss, 
and  as  the  result  of  my  effort,  have  obtained  firom 
Dr.  J.  C.  Herndon,  the  polite  surgeon  on  General 
Lee*s  stafi^  the  following  statement,  which  may 
be  relied  upon  as  correct : 

m'law's  division. 

Barksdale*s  and  Cobb's  brigades, Ill 

Semmes's  brigade, 1 

Kershaw's     "        260 

Straggling  cases, 6 

Anderson's  division. 

Wilcox's  brigade, 9 

Mahone's      '*       6 


RANSOM  S  division. 


Cook's  brigade, 

A.  P.  Hill's  division,  about 

Early's  and  Taliaferro's  commands,  about. . 

D.  H.  Hill's  Command, 

Washington  artillery, 


Totol, 


295 

600 

800 

10 

23 

1G19 


Picket's  division, 40 

Hood's        "       100 


Total, 


1769 


The  most  moderate  estimate  of  the  Yankee  loss 
is  five  thousand,  and  some  put  it  at  eight  thou- 
sand. 

LONDON   "TIMES'*    NARRATIVE. 

HiAOQVAanits  of  OixnuL  Lu,  xsab  FsiDuiiCKSBirBaB, ) 

December  12, 1862.     ) 

Those  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  delays 
which  invariably  attend  the  movements  of  very 
large  armies,  especially  when  an  attack  upon  a 
strong  and  elaborately  chosen  position  of  the  en- 
emy is  contemplated,  confidently  looked  for  the 
momentous  collision  between  the  confederate  and 
the  Federal  armies  this  morning  at  daybreak ; 
but,  as  was  anticipated  by  more  experienced 
heads,  the  day  wore  away  without  developing  a 
Federal  onslaught  upon  the  Southern  lines.    The 
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preceding  night  was  enaplojed  busily  in  throwing 
dense  masses  of  Northern  troops  across  the  pon- 
toons at  Fredericksburgh  and  Deep  Run,  and  one 
or  two  other  bridges  thrown  across  at  other  points. 
So  numerous  were  these  bridges  alleged  to  be, 
that  busy  rumor,  hardly  less  imaginative  and  sug- 
gestive among  the  confederates  tiban  among  their 
opponents,  estimated  them  variously  at  from  fif- 
teen to  thirty.     I  believe  that  in  reality  they  did 
not  exceed  three  or  four.     But  as  the  bright  and 
warm  sun  broke  cheerfully  from  the  heavens,  and 
dispelled  the  thick  mist  which  for  many  hours 
brooded  over  the  plain  and  intercepted  the  view 
of  objects  distant  not  more  than  three  or  four 
hundi'ed  yards,  it  became  more  and  more  obvious, 
even  to  the  least  experienced  eye,  what  a  magnifi- 
cent position  was  occupied  by  the  confederate  ar- 
my, and  how  wisely  and  sagaciously  the  ground  had 
been  chosen  by  Gen.  Lee.  It  must  have  been  a  mo- 
ment of  proud  gratification  to  Gen.  Lee,  and  those 
captains  who  under  him  have  gained  ever  increas- 
ing distinction,  when  they  realized  beyond  all 
question  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  force  an 
attack  under  circumstances  which  would  have 
insured  defeat  had  the  onslaught  been  made  by 
the  bravest  disciplined  troops  of  Europe,  and 
which  reduced  the  rout  of  the  disheartened  and 
loosely  coupled  troops  of  General  Burnside  to  an 
absolute  certainty.   As  the  observer  stood  on  the 
range  of  hills  which  impend  over  Fredericksburgh 
on  the  south,  and  glanced  his  eye  down  upon  the 
town,  and,  right  and  left,  along  the  low  swelling 
ridges  iifhich  extend  from  the  river  on  his  left, 
and,  forming  the  arc  of  a  semi-circle,  strike  the 
river  again  about  six  miles  below  on  his  right,  he 
might  have  challenged  the  most  deeply  read  stu- 
dent of  military  history  to  produce  any  precedent 
in  which  battle  has  ever  been  delivered  under  cir- 
cumstances more  unfavorable  to  the  assailing  par- 
ty, or  upon  ground  from  which  any  great  master 
of  the  art  of  war  would  more  naturally  have  re- 
coiled, had  the  initiative  remained  \^ithin  his  own 
option. 

The  Rappahannock,  in  its  course  from  west  to 
east,  is  skirted,  just  at  the  point  where  Freder- 
icksburgh stands  on  its  southern  bank,  by  low 
crests  of  hills,  which  on  the  northern  bank  run 
parallel  and  close  to  the  river,  and  on  the  south- 
ern bank  trend  backward  from  the  stream,  and 
leave  a  semi-circular  plain  six  miles  in  length  and 
two  or  three  in  depth,  inclosed  within  their  cir- 
cumference before  they  again  approach  the  river 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Massaponax  Creek.  Imme- 
diately above  the  town,  and  on  the  left  of  the  con- 
federate position,  the  bluffs  are  bold  and  bare  of 
trees ;  but  as  the  hills  in  their  eastward  course 
recede  from  the  river,  they  become  lower  and  are 
densely  wooded,  while  low  spurs,  covered  with 
copsewood,  run  down  at  right  angles  to  the  range 
of  hills  into  the  plain,  behind  and  between  which 
spurs,  the  centre  and  right  of  the  confederate 
army  was  posted,  stretching  for  a  distance  of  six 
miles  from  the  extreme  left,  and  ending  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  Massaponax  Creek, 
which  joins  the  Rappahannock  some  five  miles 
below  Fredericksburgh.    It  will  be  apparent  to 


the  reader  that  the  left  of  the  confederate  anny, 
a  portion  of  it  stationed  not  more  than  foor  hun- 
dred yards  from    Fredeiicksburgli,  occupied  a 
much  stronger  position  than  the  centre  and  right 
There  was  not  sufficient  room  for  the  Federal 
troops  destined  for  the  attack  of  the  nearest  con- 
federate batteries  to  deploy  and  form,  except  un- 
der a  deadly  confederate  fire ;  whereas  the  Fed- 
eral troops  who  attacked  the  confederate  centre 
and  right  had  a  large  plain  on  which  to  deploy, 
and  had  much  fewer  disadvantage^  of  ground  to 
contend  with,  inasmuch  as  they  advanced  against 
lower  hills  and  had  the  long  spurs  of  copse  to  as- 
sist them  as  points  of  attack,  calculated  to  pro- 
tect and  serve  as  points,  cfappui  to  the  Federal 
troops  if  they  could  once  have  succeeded  in  car- 
rying and  holding  them.   But  even  in  its  weakest 
points  the  confederate  line  possessed  great  advan- 
tages of  position  ;  and  it  is  no  wonder  that  every 
Southerner,  from  the  commander-in-chief  down  to 
the  youngest  drummer-boy,  understood  and  ap- 
preciated the  strength  of  the  ground,  and  con- 
templated the  coming  shock  of  battle  with  serene 
confidence  and  composure.     In   describing  the 
ground  upon  which  the  battle  subsequently  took 
place,  I  should  not  omit  to  add  that  the  railroad 
track  from  Fredericksburgh  to  Richmond  runs 
diagonally  through  the  semi-circular  plain  de- 
scribed above,  and  crosses  the  confederate  line 
of  battle  three  and  a  half  miles  from  Freder- 
icksburgh, at  a  point  called  Hamilton's  crossing. 
This  point  was  strongly  held  by  a  part  of  the  con- 
federate right,  and  it  is  manifest  that  against  this 
point  and  aloiig  the  railroad-track  it  would  have 
been  wise  if  the  weight  of  the  Federal  attadc  bad 
been  directed.     It  will  be  understood,  in  concia- 
sion,  that  the  heights  on  the  northern  or  Stafford 
side  of  the  Rappahannock,  which  for  miles  toncb 
and  impend  over  the  stream,  were  surmounted 
by  a  long  line  of  heavy  Federal  rifled  cannon. 
Similarly,  along  the  whole  confederate  line  of  bat- 
tle, nearly  three  hundred  pieces  of  artillery  were 
in  position  or  in  reserva     There  is  no  recorded 
battle  of  history  in  which  any  thing  like  so  many 
pieces  of  artillery  took  part^  (of  course  in  this  as- 
sertion I  do  not  include  sieges,)  and  the  reader 
will  at  once  realize  how  inadequate  language  is  to 
describe  the  thunder  of  so  vast  a  number  of  can- 
non, or  the  deadly  pelting  hail  of  such  an  aggre- 
gate of  the  projectiles  which  modern  ingenuity 
has  succeeded  in  devising. 

It  remains  briefly  to  notice  the  disposititm  of 
troops  along  the  confederate  line.  It  may  be 
mentioned  summarily  that  the  confederates  are 
divided  into  two  lai^e  corps  cTarmee^  and  that  on 
this  occasion  General  Longstreet's  corps  was  on 
the  left,  and  General  **  Stonewall''  Jad^son's  on 
the  right  But  as  the  hottest  work  of  the  battk 
fell  upon  particular  divisions  and  brigades,  it 
should  be  further  stated  (although  the  position 
of  each  brigade  cannot,  for  want  of  time  be  given) 
that  the  confederate  divisions,  starting  from  the 
left  of  the  line  and  proceeding  toward  the  rights 
were  posted  as  follows :  On  the  extreme  left,  the 
division  of  Gen.  Anderson ;  next  to  it»  the  divi- 
sion of  Gen.  Ransom ;  next  to  it,  that  of  Geo. 
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McLaws;  next  to  it,  that  of  GeiL  Pickett;  and 
next  to  it,  the  division  of  Gen.  Hood.  Proceeding 
DOW  to  Gen.  Jackson's  corps,  the  ground  between 
Genu  Hood^s  right  and  the  railroad  at  Hamilton's 
croasiiig  wu  mostly  held  by  the  large  division  com- 
manded by  Uiat  excellent  ofiBcer,  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill. 
Behind  the  line  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  the  division  of 
G«a  D.  H.  Hill  was  held  in  reserve.  To  the 
ri^t  of  Gen.  A.  P.  Hill,  the  division  once  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Ewell,  who  lost  his  leg  (if  I  mis- 
tU[e  not)  at  tlie  second  battle  of  Manassas,  but 
DOW  oommanded  by  Gen.  Early,  held  the  woods 
r^ht  up  to  and  across  the  railroad  at  Hamilton's 
crowing.  In  firont  of  Gen.  Early  the  powerful 
artillery  of  CoL  Walker  was  thrown  forward,  to 
fire,  as  was  expected,  into  the  enemy's  flank. 
Across,  or  to  the  east  of^  the  railroad,  on  the  ex- 
treme confederate  right,  General  J.  E.  B.  Stuart, 
with  hia  cavalry  and  horse-artillery,  covered  the 
flank  of  the  confederate  line,  his  rear  almost  rest- 
ing upon  Ifassaponax  Creek. 

As  regards  the  disposiUon  of  the  Federal  troops, 
nothii^  more  is  known  than  that  the  three  great 
brjdies  of  troops  were  commanded,  that  on  the  Fed- 
eral right  by  Gen.  Sumner,  that  on  the  Federal  cen- 
tre by  Gen.  Hooker,  and  that  on  the  Federal  left  by 
G«n.  Fnnklin.  It  is  estimated  that  not  less  than 
forty  thousand  troops  were  engaged  in  the  attack 
<iirected  by  Gen.  Sumner,  and  that  fifty  thousand 
wt!re  emploved  upon  the  Federal  centre  and  left 
Friday,  the  twelfth  of  December,  was  employ- 
ed by  the  Federal  generals  in  arranging  and 
making  their  t»>opa  for  the  next  day's  attack. 
Active  skirmishing  was  kept  up  by  the  pickets  on 
both  sides  for  several  hours;  and  in  the  after- 
oooQ,  with  a  view  to  feeling  the  confederate  posi- 
tion, the  heavy  Federal  guns  thundered  across 
the  river,  and  were  only  feebly  replied  to  by  the 
bttteries  on  the  confederate  left  The  solemnity 
of  the  immediately  approaching  battle  cast  its 
sJiadows  over  the  scene,  and  that  earnestness  and 
tranquillity  of  demeanor  which,  on  the  eve  of 
nwmentous  events,  overtake  even  the  most  gar- 
mloos  and  thoughtless,  reigned  unmistakably 
upon  every  countenance.  At  night,  as  the  pick- 
ets of  the  two  armies  were  stationed  within  a 
hundred  yards  of  each  other,  the  confederates 
could  hear  the  earnest  and  impassioned  speeches 
of  Federal  orators  rousing  the  spirit  of  their 
troops,  ^d  making  vehement  appeals  to  the 
wnctity  of  the  "old  flag."  "The  old  flag  is 
played  out  I"  shouted  the  confederates  in  reply. 
*' Somehow,"  remarked  one  of  the  confederates 
to  me,  ^*  there  must  be  a  want  of  grit  among  the 
Yankees,  otherwise  they  wouldn't  want  all  this 
talking  to."  It  is  impossible  not  to  contrast  the 
spirit  of  the  two  armies — the  confederates,  so 
calm,  80  resolute,  so  satisfied  with  their  generals, 
80  sufTering,  yet  rejoicing  to  suffer,  as  long  as 
hardship  is  the  price  of  liberty ;  the  Federals, 
laiihed  into  the  field  by  the  thong  of  golden 
(iountiefl,  and  in  the  field  lashed  against  the 
enemy  by  Uie  invective  and  appeals  of  able 
spokesmen,  so  distrustful  of  their  generals  and 
each  other,  so  pampered,  and  yet  so  dissatisfied. 
The  aurora  borealis,  which  overspread  the  hea- 


vens, and  darted  blood-red  tongues  of  flame 
swiftly  from  the  meridian  down  to  the  horizon, 
was  accepted  by  the  confederates  as  the  cross 
outlined  on  the  sky  was  accepted  by  Constantine 
—an  earnest  of  assured  victory. 

Deotmber  18, 1S<S2. 

The  morning  of  the  thirteenth  of  December — 
a  memorable  day  to  the  historian  of  the  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  American  Republic — broke  still 
and  warm,  while,  as  on  the  preceding  day,  a  thick 
haze  enveloped  the  town  of  Fredericksburgh  and 
the  circumjacent  valley,  and  delayed  the  opening 
of  fire  by  the  antagonistic  batteries  until  the  sun 
had  been  up  some  three  or  four  hours.  It  was 
strange  to 'contrast  Saturday,  the  thirteenth  of 
September,  with  Saturday,  the  sixth,  and  to 
compare  the  intense  cold  of  the  earlier  Saturday 
with  the  spring-Itke  warmth  and  calmness  of  the 
later.  The  day  which  I  am  describing  was  one 
of  those  outbursts  of  that  Indian  summer  which 
lingers  long  and  fondly  in  beautiful  Viiginia ;  the 
morning  haze,  which  shrouded  heath  and  plain 
and  forest,  was  the  ordinary  prelude  to  the 
warmth  and  glow  of  the  sun  at  noonday.  As 
the  fog  lifted,  about  ten  in  the  morning,  and  the 
sun  burst  through  the  clouds,  the  long  lines  of 
the  Federal  army,  which  had  passed  the  whole 
preceding  day  in  deploying  and  preparing  for  the 
attack,  were  distinctly  visible  in  the  plain,  and . 
gave  awful  indications  of  the  amount  of  the  Fed-^ 
efal  host  which  had  crossed  the  river.  The  con- 
federate army,  wholly  undaunted  by  the  extra- 
vagant stories  about  the  strength  of  their  foe, 
waited  calmly,  drawn  up  for  the  most  part  vnth- 
in  the  fringe  of  the  woods,  confident  in  their  po- 
sition and  in  the  valor  which  has  never  failed 
them. 

And  here  it  may  be  as  well  finally  to  dispel 
those  illusions  under  which  it  is  the  custom  of 
the  Northern  press  to  veil  the  disgrace  of  defeat, 
when  the  fact  itself  admits  of  no  denial.  The 
whole  number  of  confederates  in  the  field  this 
day  did  not  exceed  from  eighty  thousand  to  ninety 
thousand  men.  Of  these,  some  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men,  taking  the  ver^  highest  estimate,  took 
part  in  the  fight  By  the  urgent  entreaty  of  sev- 
eral of  the  leading  confederate  generals,  it  has 
long  been  sought  rather  to  keep  down  than  to 
swell  the  numbers  of  the  Southern  army.  It  is 
well  known  to  the  sagacious  generals  of  the  Con- 
federacy that  such  an  arm^  as  obeyed  General 
Lee's  command  this  day,  if  well  handled,  and 
imbued  with  a  fine  spirit,  is  more  than  a  match 
for  any  number  that  can  be  led  i^inst  them. 
The  statements  of  the  Federal  Secretary  of  War, 
to  the  effect  that  he  has  eight  hundred  thousand 
men  at  this  moment  in  his  pay,  carry  comfort 
rather  than  dismay  to  the  hearts  of  the  confede- 
rates. So  cumbrous  and  unwieldy  a  machine  as 
the  Federal  army  cannot  but  break  down  by  its 
own  weight,  and  by  the  vast  amount  of  transport 
which  its  pampered  soldiery  requires  j  and,  in 
addition  to  many  other  testimonies  to  its  immo- 
bility, the  statement  of  the  Prince  de  JoinviUe, 
tluit  one  railroad  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  such 
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an  army  as  General  McOlellan  led  against  Rich- 
mond, will  cany  conviction  to  the  European 
public 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  describe  the  positions 
of  each  of  the  numerous  confederate  batteries 
which  stretched  along  the  length  of  their  six-mile 
line  of  battle.  It  will  su£Qce,  if  I  indicate  the 
batteries  which  were  most  hotly  engaged,  and 
bore  the  brunt  of  the  actioa  Bj  far  Sie  most 
important  position  was  occupied  bj  the  Wash- 
ington artillery,  commanded  W  Col.  Walton,  of 
Kew-Orleans,  and  posted  on  the  heights  in  the 
immediate  neighborhood  of  Fredericl^burgh,  not 
more  than  four  hundred  yards  from  the  town. 
These  heights,  which  are  precisely  of  that  alti- 
tude which  is  most  fiivorable  for  the  play  of  ar- 
tillery, are  surmounted  by  a  brick  house — ^now 
riddled  by  round-shot — ^belonging  to  Mr.  Marye^ 
and  are  commonly  called  Marye^9  Heights.  At 
their  base  a  road  winds,  protected  on  one  side  by 
the  hills,  and  on  the  other  by  a  solid  stone  wall, 
about  four  feet  in  height,  over  which  a  brigade 
of  confederates,  themselves  perfectly  sheltered, 
poured  the  deadliest  and  most  effective  of  fires. 
A  little  further  back,  to  the  south-east  of  Marye^s 
Heights,  stands  another  and  higher  hill,  from 
which  the  most  commanding  view  of  the  entire 
field  is  obtainable,  and  which,  as  it  is  the  usual 
station  of  the  commander-in-chie^  is  now  known 
as  General  Lee*s  hilL  From  this  hill,  during  a 
large  portion  of  Saturday,  a  thirty-pounder  Par- 
rott  gun,  cast  at  the  iSredegar  Works  in  Rich- 
mon(^  poured  a  destructive  fire  into  the  Fede- 
rals. Suddenlv,  about  throe  o^dock  in  the  after- 
noon, on  its  thirty-seventh  discharge,  this  gun 
burst  with  a  dreadful  explosion,  but  happily  did 
no  injury  to  any  of  the  bystanders.  At  the 
moment  of  its  explosion.  Captain  Phillips,  of  the 
Grenadier  Guard,  (fiivorably  remarked  this  day 
for  his  behavior  under  fire,)  Major  Venables,  of 
General  Lee*s  staff*,  and  Major  Haskell,  were  con- 
versing within  a  few  feet  of  the  gun.  Their  es- 
cape without  injury  was  little  less  than  miracu- 
lous. As  the  confederate  line  trends  away  to  the 
right,  the  batteries  of  Gen.  Hood*s  division  were 
actively  engaged  against  the  advancing  columns 
of  Pennsylvanians ;  but  next  to  the  batteries  on 
Marye*s  Heights  and  General  Lee*s  hill,  I  should 
say  that  the  artillery  commanded  by  CoL  Walker 
took  the  most  effective  part  in  the  action,  as  it 
poured  a  flanking  fire  into  the  enemy's  left  One 
other  battery  deserves  favorable  mention,  which 
it  obtained  in  the  short  and  modest  report  of  the 
battle  which  emanates  from  the  pen  of  Gen.  Lee. 
On  the  extreme  right  of  the  confederates,  in  fh>nt 
of  the  position  occupied  by  Gen.  Stuart's  cavalry, 
a  few  batteries  of  Stuart's  horse-artillery  were 
thrown  forward  to  flank  the  Federals,  between 
Walker's  artillery  and  the  river.  General  Stuart 
ordered  Major  John  Pelham,  his  chief  of  artillery, 
to  advance  one  gun  considerably  toward  the  en- 
emy, and  to  open  upon  him.  Major  Pelham 
obeyed,  and  opened  the  fire  of  a  twelve-pounder 
Napoleon  gun  with  great  precision  and  deadly 
effect  into  the  Federal  flank.  The  galling  dis- 
charges of  this  gun  quickly  drew  upon  it  the  fire 


of  three  Federal  field-batteries,  while  from  across 
the  river  two  other  heavy  batteries  ioioed  in 
the  strife,  and  made  Major  Pelham  and  his  gun 
their  target  For  hours,  not  less  than  thirty 
Federal  cannon  strove  to  silence  Major  Pelham's 
popgun,  and  strove  in  vain.  The  unyielding  and 
undemonstrative  courage  of  Major  Pelham,  his 
composure  under  the  deadliest  fire,  have  long 
made  him  conspicuous,  but  never  were  his  noble 
qualities  the  subject  of  more  glowing  eulogy  than 
upon  this  occasioa  General  Lee  exclaimed :  *'  it 
is  inspiriting  to  see  such  glorious  courage  io  one 
so  young.'*  (Major  Pelham  is  not  more  than 
twenty-two.)  Gen.  Jackson  remarked :  '*  With  a 
Pelham  upon  either  flank,  I  could  vanquish  the 
world." 

At  half-past  eight  a.h.  Gen.  Lee,  accompanied 
by  his  full  staff,  fode  slowly  along  the  front  of 
the  confederate  lines  from  left  to  right,  and  took 
up  his  station  for  a  time  beyond  Hamiltoa^s 
crossing,  and  in  rear  of  the  batteries  on  the  ex- 
treme confederate  right  It  would  be  presump- 
tuous in  me  to  say  one  word  in  commendation  of 
the  serenity,  or,  if  I  may  so  express  it,  the  un- 
jconscious  dignity  of  Gen.  Lee's  courage,  when  he 
is  under  fire.  No  one  who  sees  and  knows  his 
demeanor  in  ordinary  life  would  expect  any  thii^ 
else  from  one  so  calm,  so  undemonstrati?e  and 
unassuming.  But  the  description  applied  after 
the  battle  of  Alma  to  Lord  Raglan,  by  Marbhal 
St  Arnaud,  and  in  which,  noticing  Loru  Raglan  s 
unconsciousness  under  fire,  he  speaks  of  his 
'*  antique  heroism,"  seems  to  me  so  applicable  to 
Gen.  Lee,  that  I  cannot  forbear  recalling  it  here. 
At  a  subsequent  period  of  the  day  Gen.  Lee  as- 
sumed his  station  on  the  hill  which  takes  its 
name  from  him,  and  thence,  in  company  with 
Gen.  Longstreet,  calmly  watched  the  repulse  of 
the  repeated  Federal  efforts  against  the  heights 
on  which  he  stood.  Occasionally  Gen.  Jackson 
rode  up  to  the  spot  and  mingled  in  conversation 
with  the  other  two  leading  generals.  Once  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  exclaimed  to  him,  **  Are  you  not 
scared  %y  that  file  of  Yankees  you  have  before 
you  down  there?"  to  which  Gen.  Jackson  replied: 
**  Wait  till  they  come  a  little  nearer,  and  they 
shall  either  scai-e  me  or  Fll  scare  them." 

The  battle  opened  when  the  sun  had  let  in 
enough  light  through  the  mist  to  disclose  the 
near  proximity  of  the  Federal  lines  and  field-bat- 
teries. The  first  shot  was  fired  shortly  before 
ten  A.M.  from  the  batteries  in  the  Federal  centre, 
and  was  directed  against  Gen.  Hood's  division. 
The  Pennsylvania  reserves  advanced  boldly  under 
a  heavy  fire  against  the  confederates  who  occu- 
pied one  of  the  copsewood  spurs,  and  were  for  t 
time  permitted  to  hold  it ;  but  presently  the  con- 
federate batteries  opened  on  them,  and  a  deter* 
mined  charge  of  the  Texans  drove  the  Yankees 
out  of  the  wood  in  a  confusion  from  which  nothing 
could  subsequently  rally  them.  Siroultaneousk 
a  heavy  fire  issued  fit>m  the  batteries  of  General 
X.  P.  Hill's  and  General  Earlv's  divisions,  which 
was  vigorously  replied  to  by  tne  Federal  field-bat- 
teries. The  only  advantage  momentarily  gained 
by  the  Federals  in  this  quarter,  and  which  is 
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noticed  in  Gen.  Lee*s  report,  was  on  the  occasion 
of  the  collapse  of  a  regiment  of  North-Carolina 
conscripts^  who  broke  and  ran,  but  whose  place 
was  npidly  taken  by  more  intrepid  successors. 
The  cannonading  now  became  general  along  the 
entire  lia&  Sudi  a  scene,  at  once  terrific  and 
sublime,  mortal  eje  neyer  rested  on  before,  unless 
the  bombardment  of  Sebastopol  by  the  combined 
batteries  of  France  and  England  revealed  a  more 
f<!ftrfu]  manifestation  of  the  hate  and  fury  of  man. 
The  thundering,  bellowing  roar  of  hundreds  of 
pieces  of  artillery,  the  bright  Jets  of  issuing  flame, 
the  screaming,  hissing,  whistling,  shrieking  pro- 
jectiles, the  wreaths  of  smoke  as  shell  after  shell 
burst  into  the  still  air,  the  savage  crash  of  round- 
shot  among  the  trees  of  the  shattered  forest, 
formed  a  scene  likely  to  sink  forever  into  the 
memory  of  all  who  witnessed  it,  but  utterly  de- 
lying  Terbal  delineation.  A  direct  and  enfilading 
fire  swept  each  battery  upon  either  side  as  it  was 
QDmasked;  volley  replied  to  volley,  crash  suc- 
ceeded crash,  until  the  eye  lost  all  power  of  dis- 
tinguishing the  lines  of  combatants,  and  the  plain 
seemed  a  lake  of  fire,  a  seething  lake  of  molten 
lara,  coursed  over  by  incarnate  fiends  drunk 
with  fury  and  revenge. 

Twice  the  Federals,  gallantly  led  and  handled 
hj  their  officers,  dashed  against  the  forces  of 
Oen.  A.  P.  Hill  and  Gen.  Early,  and  twice  they 
recoiled,  broken  and  discomfited,  and  incapable 
of  being  again  rallied  to  the  fray.     Tho  confeder- 
ates drove  them  with  horrid  carnage  across  the 
pUio,  and  only  desisted  from  their  work  when 
tbey  came  under  the  fire  of  the  Federal  batteries 
SCT08S  the  river.     Upon  the  extreme  confederate 
right  Geflenl  Stuart*s  horse-artillery  drove  hotly 
upon  the  fugitives,  and  kept  up  the  pursuit,  sub- 
sequently understood  to  have  been  effective,  until 
lA^  dark.    Upon  the  confederate  right,  where 
tjie  ant^;onists  fought  upon  more  equal  terms, 
tfit  loss  sustained  by  the  confederates  was  great- 
er than  on  the  conftsderate  lefl ;  the  Federal  loss 
in  officers  and  men  far  outbalanced  that  of  their 
opponents    General   Bayard,  the  best  cavalry 
officer  in  the  Federal  service,  and  almost  on  the 
eve  of  the  day  which  would  have  witnessed  his 
Doptials,  was  killed,  and  Gen.  Jackson,  of  Penn- 
syivinia,  shared  his  fate.     Many  other  general 
officers  were  carried  to  the  Federal  rear,  griev- 
ttblj  wounded ;  whereas  of  the  confederates  only 
one  officer  of  rank  (General  Gregg)  fell  upon  the 
right,  and  only  one  (General  Cobb)  upon  the  left 
Meanwhile  the  battle,  which  had  dashed  furi- 
<>^^\y  against  the  lines  of  Gens.  Hood,  A.  P.  Hill, 
snd  £ariy,  was  little  more  than  child^s  play,  as 
compared  with  the  onslaught  directed  by  the 
Federals  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  of  Fred- 
^cbJ)urgh.    The  impression  that  the  confeder- 
ate batteries  would   not  fire  heavily  upon  the 
f'«|d«raU  advancing  in  this  quarter,  for  fear  of 
injuring  the  town  of  Fredericksburgh,  is  believed 
to  have  prevailed  among  the  Northern  generals. 
How  bitterly  they  deceived  themselves  subse- 
quent events  served  to  show.     To  the  Irish  divi- 
sioa,  commanded  by  Gen.  Meagher,  was  princi- 


pally committed  the  desperate  task  of  bursting 
out  of  the  town  of  Fredericksburgh,  and  forming, 
under  the  withering  fire  of  the  confederate  bat- 
teries, to  attack  Marye's  Heights,  towering  im- 
mediately in  their  front  Never  at  Fontenoy, 
Albuera,  or  at  Waterloo  was  more  undoubted 
courage  displayed  by  the  sons  of  Erin  than  dur- 
ing those  SIX  frantic  dashes  which  they  directed 
against  the  almost  impregnable  position  of  their 
foe.  There  are  stories  tbat  General  Meagher 
harangued  his  troops  in  impassioned  language  on 
the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  and  plied  them  ex* 
tensively  with  the  whisky  found  in  the  cellars 
of  Fredericksbui^h.  After  witnessing  the  gal- 
lantry and  devotion  exhibited  by  his  troops,  and 
viewing  the  hill-sides  for  acres  strewn  with  their 
corpses  thick  as  autumnal  leaves,  the  spectator 
can  remember  nothing  but  their  desperate  cour- 
age, and  regret  that  it  was  not  exhibited  in  a 
holier  cause.  That  any  mortal  men  could  have 
carried  the  position  before  which  they  were  wan- 
tonly sacrificed,  defended  as  it  was,  it  seems  to 
roe  idle  fbr  a  moment  to  believe.  But  the  bodies 
which  lie  in  dense  masses  within  forty  yards  of 
the  muzzles  of  Col.  Walton^s  guns  are  the  best 
evidence  what  manner  of  men  they  were  who 
pressed  on  to  death  with  the  dauntlessness  of  a 
race  which  has  gained  glory  on  a  thousand  battle- 
fields, and  never  more  richly  deserved  it  than  at 
the  foot  of  Marye's  Heights  on  the  thirteenth  day 
of  December,  1862. 

An  opportunity  of  sending  this  letter,  with  an 
encouraging  prospect  of  its  reaching  England, 
compels  me  to  defer  a  further  account  of  the  gal- 
lant defence  on  the  confederate  lefl  of  the  town 
of  Fr^ericksburgh  and  of  the  battle-field  until  a 
subsequent  letter.  But  it  is  important  to  add 
that,  even  at  this  early  date,  there  are  abundant 
evidences  that  the  confederates,  themselves  sus- 
taining a  loss  of  about  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred killed  and  wounded,  have  inflicted  upon 
their  enemy  a  defeat  from  which  it  will  take  him 
months  and  months  to  recover.  Such  was  the 
demoralization  this  evening  of  the  Federal  troops 
as  they  ran  through  the  streets  and  cowered  in 
the  cellars  of  Fredericksburgh,  that  hundreds  of 
soldiers  exclaimed,  *^You  may  shoot  us  down, 
may  hang  us,  or  do. what  you  like,  but  back 
there,"  pointing  at  Marye^s  Heights,  *'  we  will 
never  go  again."  I  forbear  to  state  the  estimates 
of  the  Federal  loss,  which  place  it  at  an  appalling 
figure,  and  yet  are  believed  not  to  be  far  from 
the  truth.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  full  details  of 
this  battle  will  be  generally  known  in  the  North 
for  weeks  and  weeks ;  but  if,  after  the  fiiilure  of 
this  last  and  feeblest  of  all  the  Federal  attempts 
to  reach  Richmond,  with  the  Northern  army  un- 
nerved, demoralized,  and  starting  asunder  like  a 
broken  bow,  the  Irish  and  Germans  are  again 
tempted  to  embark  in  so  hopeless  a  venture,  then 
is  the  conclusion  irresistible  that,  in  addition  to 
all  the  shackles  of  despotism  which  they  are  al- 
leged to  have  lefl  behmd  them  in  Europe,  they 
have  lefl  also  that  most  valuable  attribute  of  hu- 
manity, which  is  called  oommon-sense. 
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Doc.  26. 
BATTLE  OP  STONE  RIVER,   TENN.* 

REPORT  OF  GENERAL  ROSECRANS. 

HbADQUAATEBS  DXPlRTIIKIfT  OW  THB  CUMBITirLAirD,  ) 

MrarKiUBOBO,  TiNSi,  Feb.  12, 1868.        f 

Qeneral  :  As  the  sub-reports  are  now  nearly 
all  in,  I  hare  the  honor  to  submit,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  General-in-Chie(  the  subjoined  re- 
port, with  accompanying  sub-reports,  maps  and 
statistical  table  of  the  battle  of  Stone  River.  To 
a  proper  understanding  of  this  battle,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  state  the  preliminary  moyements 
and  preparations. 

Assuming  command  of  the  army  at  Louisville 
on  the  twenty-seventh  day  of  October,  it  was 
found  concentrated  at  Bowling  Green  and  Glas- 
gow, distant  about  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
miles  from  Louisville,  whence,  after  replenishing 
with  ammunition,  supplies  and  clothing,  they 
moved  on  to  Nashville,  the  advance  corps  reach- 
ing that  place  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh  of 
November,  a  distance  of  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  miles  firom  Louisville. 

At  this  distance  from  my  base  of  supplies,  the 
first  thing  to  be  done  was  to  provide  for  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  troops,  and  open  the  Louisville  and 
Nashville  Railroad.  The  cars  commenced  run- 
ning through  on  the  twenty-sixth  of  November, 
previous  to  which  time  our  supplies  had  been 
brought  by  rail  to  Mitchehille,  thirty-five  miles 
north  of  Nashville,  and  thence,  by  constant  labor, 
we  had  been  able  to  haul  enough  to  replenish  the 
exhausted  stores  for  the  garrison  at  Nashville, 
and  subsist  the  troops  of  the  moving  army. 

From  the  twenty-sixth  of  November  to  the 
twenty-sixth  of  December  every  effort  was  bent 
to  complete  the  clothing  of  the  army,  to  provide 
it  with  ammunition,  and  replenish  the  dep6t  at 
Nashville  with  needful  supplies  to  insure  us 
against  want  from  th'e  largest  possible  detention 
likely  to  occur  by  the  breaking  of  the  Louisville 
and  Nashville  Railroad ;  and  to  insure  this  work 
the  road  was  guarded  by  a  heavy  force  posted  at 
Gallatin. 

The  enormous  superiority  in  numbers  of  the 
rebel  cavalry  kept  our  little  cavalry  force  almost 
within  the  infantry  lines,  and  gave  the  enemy 
control  of  the  entire  country  around  us.  It  was 
obvious  from  the  beginning  that  we  should  be 
confronted  by  Bragg's  army,  recruited  by  an  in- 
exorable conscription,  and  aided  by  clouds  of 
mounted  men,  formed  into  a  guerrilla-like  caval- 
ry, to  avoid  the  hardships  of  conscription  and  in- 
fantry service.  The  evident  difficulties  and  labors 
of  an  advance  into  this  country,  and  against  such 
a  force,  and  at  such  distance  from  our  base  of 
operations,  with  which  we  connected  by  a  single 
precarious  thread,  made  it  manifest  that  our  poli- 
cy was  to  induce  the  enemy  to  travel  over  as 
much  as  possible  of  the  space  that  separated  us 
-—  thus  avoiding  for  us  the  wear  and  tear  and 
diminution  of  our  forces,  and  subjecting  the  ene- 
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my  to  all  these  inconveniences;,  beside  increasing 
for  him,  and  diminishing  for  us,  the  dangerons 
consequences  of  a  defeat 

The  means  taken  to  obtain  this  end  were  emi- 
nently successful ;  the  enemy,  expecting  us  to  go 
into  winter  quarters  at  Nai^ville,  had  prqnred 
his  own  winter  quarters  at  Murfreesboro,  with 
the  hope  of  possibly  making  them  at  Nashville; 
and  had  sent  a  large  cavalry  fon^  into  West-Ten- 
nessee to  annoy  Grant,  and  another  laige  forco 
into  Kentucky  to  break  up  the  railroad.  In  the 
absence  of  these  forces,  and  with  adequate  sap- 
plies  in  Nashville,  the  moment  was  judged  opfpor- 
tune  for  an  advance  on  the  rebels.  Polk's  and 
Kirby  Smith's  forces  were  at  Murfreesboro^  and 
Hardee's  corps  on  the  Shelbyville  and  Nolinsville 
pike,  between  Triune  and  Eaglesville,  with  an 
advance-guard  at  Nolinsville,  while  no  troops  by 
in  front  at  Nashville,  on  the  Franklin,  NolinsriUe 
and  Murfreesboro  tiimpike.  The  plan  of  the 
movements  was  as  follows : 

McCook,  with  three  divisions,  to  advance  by 
Nolinsville  pike  to  Triune.  Thomas,  wiUi  two 
divisions,  (Negley*s  and  Rousseau's,)  to  advance 
on  his  right  by  the  Franklin  and  Wilson  pikes, 
threatening  Hardee's  right,  and  then  to  MI  in  hj 
the  cross-roads  to  Nolinsvilla 

Crittenden,  with  Wood's,  Palmer^s,  and  Tan 
Clove's  divisions,  to  advance  by  the  Murfreesboro 
pike  to  La  Yergne. 

With  Thomas's  two  divisions  at  Nolinsville, 
McCook  was  to  attack  Hardee  at  Triune,  and  iif 
the  enemy  reenforced  Hardee,  Thomas  was  to 
support  McCook. 

If  McCook  beat  Hardee,  or  Hardee  retreated, 
and  the  enemy  met  us  at  Stewart's  Creek,  five 
miles  south  of  La  Yergne,  Crittenden  was  to  at  tack 
him.  Thomas  was  to  come  in  on  his  left  flank, 
and  McCook,  after  detaching  a  division  to  piu^ue 
or  observe  Hardee,  if  retreating  south,  was  t^) 
move  with  the  remainder  of  his  force  on  thoir 
rear. 

The  movement  began  on  the  morning  of  De- 
cember twenty-sixth. 

McCook  advanced  on  Nolinsville  pikc;,  skir> 
mishing  his  way  all  day,  meeting  with  stiflf  resast- 
ance  from  cavidry  and  artillery,  and  closing  the 
day  by  a  brisk  fight,  which  gave  him  possession 
of  Nolinsville  and  the  hills  one  and  a  half  miles 
in  front,  capturing  one  gun  by  the  One  Uundn^l 
and  First  Ohio  and  Fifteen&  Wisoonsin  regi- 
ments, his  loss  this  day  being  about  serenty-tive 
killed  and  wounded* 

Thomas  followed,  on  the  right,  and  do6ed  Xe^ 
ley's  division  on  Nolinsville,  leaving  the  othir 
(Rousseau's)  division  on  the  right  flank. 

Crittenden  advanced  to  La  Yergne,  sldRniisbing 
heavily  on  his  troni  over  a  rough  countiy,  inter- 
sected by  forests  and  eedar-brakes,  wkh  but 
shght  loss. 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  Gea  McCook  advanced 
on  Triune,  but  his  movement  was  retarded  by  a 
dense  fog. 

Crittenden  had  orders  to  delay  his  nKuremtrnt 
until  McCook  had  reached  Triune  and  develof.<-d 
the  intentions  of  the  enemy  at  that  pointy  so  that 
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it  oould  be  determined  which  Thomas  was  to  sup- 
port. 

McCook  arriTed  at  Triune,  and  reported  that 
Hardee  had  retreated,  and  that  he  had  sent  a  di- 
Tision  in  pursuit 

Crittenden  began  his  advance  about  eleven 
o'clock  A.M.,  driving  before  him  a  brigade  of  cav- 
alry, supported  hy  Maury's  brigade  of  rebel  in- 
&nti7,  and  reached  Stewart's  Creek,  the  Third 
Kentucky  gallantly  charging  the  rear-guard  of  the 
enemy  uid  saving  the  bndge,  on  which  had  been 
pUced  a  pile  of  rails  that  had  been  set  on  fire. 
Hiis  was  Saturday  night. 

McCook  having  settled  the  (act  of  Hardee's  re- 
treat, Thomas  moved  Negley's  division  on  to  join 
Crittenden  at  Stewart's  Creek,  and  moved  Rous- 
seatt's  to  Nolinsville. 

On  Sunday  the  troops  rested,  except  Rous- 
^u's  dirision,  which  was  ordered  to  move  on  to 
Stewardston,  and  WiUich's  brigade,  which  had 
pursued  Hardee  as  to  as  Riggs's  Cross-Roads, 
tod  had  determined  the  fact  that  Hardee  had 
gone  to  Morfreesboro,  when  they  returned  to 
Triune. 

On  Monday  morning  McCook  was  ordered  to 
inoTe  from  Triune  to  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads, 
^  miles  from  Murfireesboro,  leaving  a  brigade  at 
Triune. 

Crittenden  crossed  Stewart's  Creek  by  the 
Sinrma  bridge,  on  the  main  Murfireesboro  pike, 
Md  N'egicy  by  the  ford  two  miles  above,  their 
vhole  force  to  advance  on  Murfireesboro,  distant 
about  eleven  miles.  , 

Rousseau  was  to  remain  at  Stewart's  Creek 
Qntil  bis  train  came  up,  and  prepare  himself  to 
Mow. 

McCook  reached  Wilkinson's  Cross-Roads  by 
erenbg,  with  an  advance  brigade  at  Overall's 
Creek,  saving  and  holding  the  bridge,  meeting 
vith  but  little  resistance^ 

Crittenden's  corps  advanced.  Palmer  leading, 
^  the  MurfireesboTX>  pike,  followed  by  Negley,  of 
^omas's  corps,  to  within  three  miles  of  Mur- 
^boro,  having  had  several  brisk  skirmishes, 
(driving  the  enemy  rapidly,  saving  two  bridges  on 
the  route,  and  forcing  the  enemy  back  to  his  in- 
titDchments. 

About  three  p.  v.,  a  signal  message  coming  from 
tbe  front,  firom  Gen.  Palmer,  that  he  was  in  sight 
^  Murfreesboro,  and  the  enemy  were  running,  an 
opier  wag  sent  to  Gen.  Crittenden  to  send  a  divi- 
sion to  occupy  Murfireesboro. 

Thi<  led  Gea  Crittenden,  on  reaching  the  ene- 
my's front,  to  order  Marker's  brigade  to  cross  the 
^er  at  a  ford  on  his  left,  where  he  surprised  a 
tc^cDt  of  Breckinridge's  division,  and  drove  it 
M(  on  its  main  lines,  not  more  than  five  hun- 
^  yards  distant,  in  considerable  confusion; 
^d  he  held  this  position  until  Gen.  Crittenden 
^^  adrised,  by  prisoners  captured  by  Barker's 
brigade,  that  Breckinridge  was  in  force  on  his 
front,  when,  it  being  dark,  he  ordered  the  brigade 
^>ack'  across  the  river,  and  reported  the  circum- 
ktances  to  the  Commanding  General  on  his  arrival, 
to  whom  he  apologised  for  not  having  carried  out 
the  order  to  oecupy  Murfireesboro.    The  General 
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approved  of  his  action,  of  course,  the  order  to 
occupy  Murfreesboro  having  been  based  on  the 
information  received  from  Gen.  Crittenden's  ad- 
vance division,  that  the  enemy  were  retreating 
fi'om  Murireesboro. 

Crittenden's  corps,  with  Negley's  division,  biv- 
ouacked in  order  of  battle,  distant  seven  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  our 
left  extending  down  the  river  some  five  hundred 
yards. 

The  pioneer  brigade  bivouacking  still  lower 
down,  prepared  three  fords,  and  covered  one  of 
them,  while  Wood's  division  covered  the  other 
two,  Van  Cleve's  division  being  in  reserve.  On 
the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  Rousseau,  with  two 
brigades,  was  ordered  down  early  firom  Stewart's 
Creek,  leaving  one  brigade  there,  and  sending 
another  to  Smyrna  to  cover  our  left  and  rear,  and 
took  his  place  in  reserve,  in  rear  of  Palmer's 
right,  while  Gen.  Negley  moved  on  through  the 
cedar  brakes,  until  his  right  rested  on  the  Wil- 
kinson pike,  as  shown  by  the  accompanying 
plan.  The  pioneer  corps  cut  roads  through  the 
cedars  for  his  ambulances  and  ammunition  wa- 
gons. 

The  Commanding  General  remained  with  the 
lefl;  and  centre,  examining  the  ground,  while 
Gen.  McCook  moved  forward  firom  Wilkinson's 
Cross-Roads  slowly  and  steadily,  meeting  with 
heavv  resistance,  fighting  his  way  firom  Overall's 
Creek  until  he  got  into  position,  with  a  loss  of 
some  one  hundbred  and  thirty-five  killed  and 
wounded. 

Our  small  division  of  cavalry — say  three  thou- 
sand men — ^had  been  divided  into  three  parts,  of 
which  Gen.  Stanley  took  two,  and  accompanied 
Gen.  McCook,  fighting  his  way  across  fi*om  the 
Wilkinson  to  the  Franklin  pike  and  below  it, 
CoL  Zahn's  brigade  leading  gallantly,  and  meet- 
ing with  such  heavy  resistance  that  McCook  sent 
two  brigades  from  Johnson's  division,  which  suc- 
ceeded in  fighting  their  way  into  the  position 
shown  on  the  accompanying  plan,  marked  A, 
while  the  third  brigade  which  had  been  left  at 
Triune,  moved  forward  fix>m  that  place,  and  ar- 
rived at  nightfall  near  Gen.  McCook's  headquar- 
ters. Thus,  on  the  close  of  the  thirtieth,  the 
troops  had  all  got  into  the  position  substantially 
as  shown  in  the  accompanying  drawing,  the 
rebels  occupying  the  position  marked  A. 

At  four  o'dock  in  the  afternoon,  Gen.  McCook 
had  reported  his  arrival  on  the  Wilkinson  pike, 
joining  Thomas ;  the  result  of  the  combat  in  the 
afternoon  near  Greison's  home,  and  the  fact  that 
Sheridan  was  in  position  there,  that  his  right  was 
advancing  to  support  the  cavalry;  also  that 
Hardee's  corps,  with  two  divisions  of  Polk's,  was 
on  his  fix>nt,  extending  down  toward  the  Salem 
pike. 

Without  any  map  of  the  ground,  which  was  to 
us  terra  incognita^  when  Gen.  McCook  informed 
the  General  Commanding  that  his  corps  was  fac- 
ing strongly  toward  the  east,  the  General  Com- 
manding told  him  that  such  a  direction  to  his 
line  did  not  appear  to  him  a  proper  one,  but  that 
it  ought,  with  the  exception  of  his  left,  to  face 
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much  more  nearly  south,  with  Johnson^s  division 
in  reserve ;  hut  that  this  matter  must  he  confided 
to  him,  who  knew  the  ground  over  which  he  had 
fought 

At  nine  p.il  the  corps  commanders  met  at  the 
headquarters  of  the  Gfeneral  Commanding,  who 
explained  to  them  the  following  plan  of  the 
battle : 

McCook  was  to  occupy  the  most  advantageous 
position,  refusing  his  right  as  much  as  practicable 
and  necessary  to  secure  it,  to  receive  the  attack 
of  the  enemy ;  or  if  that  did  not  come,  to  attack 
himself  sufficient  to  hold  all  the  force  on  his 
front 

Thomas  and  Palmer  to  open  with  skirmishing, 
and  gain  the  enemy's  centre  and  left|  as  far  as  the 
river.  • 

Crittenden  to  cross  Yan  Cleve^s  division  at  the 
lower  ford,  covered  and  supported  by  the  sappers 
and  miners,  and  to  advance  on  Breckinridge. 

Wood's  division  to  follow  by  brigades,  crossing 
at  the  upper  ford  and  moving  on  Van  Cleve's 
right,  to  carry  every  thing  before  them  into  Hur- 
freesboro.  This  would  have  given  us  two  divi- 
sions against  one ;  and  as  soon  as  Breckinridge 
had  been  dislodged  fi-om  his  position,  the  bat- 
teries of  Wood's  division,  taking  position  on  the 
heights  east  of  Stone  River,  in  advance,  would  see 
the  enemy's  work  in  reverse,  would  dislodge  them, 
and  enable  Palmer's  division  to  press  them  back, 
and  drive  them  westward  across  the  river  or 
through  the  woods ;  while  Thomas,  sustaining 
the  movement  on  the  centre,  would  advance  on 
the  right  of  Palmer,  crushing  their  right;  and 
Crittenden's  corps  advancing,  would  take  Mur- 
freesboro  ;  and  then  moving  westward  on  the 
Franklin  road,  get  in  their  fiank  and  rear,  and 
drive  them  into  the  country  toward  Salem,  with 
the  prospect  of  cutting  off  their  retreat,  and  pro- 
bably destroying  their  army. 

It  was  expluned  to  them  that  this  combination, 
insuring  us  a  vast  superiority  on  our  left,  requir- 
ed for  its  success  that  General  McCook  should  be 
able  to  hold  his  position  for  three  hours ;  that  if 
necessary  to  recede  at  all,  he  should  recede  as 
he  had  advanced  on  the  preceding  day,  slowly 
and  steadily,  refusing  his  right,  thereby  render- 
ing our  success  certain. 

Having  thus  explained  the  plan,  the  General 
Commanding  addressed  Genextd  McCook  as  fol- 
lows :  ^*  You  know  the  ground ;  you  have  fought 
over  its  difficulties.  Can  you  hold  your  present 
position  for  three  hours  ?"  To  which  General  Mc- 
Cook replied:  "  Yes,  I  think  I  can."  The  Gene- 
ral Commanding  then  said,  "1  don't  like  the 
facing  so  much  to  the  east,  but  must  confide  that 
to  you,  who  know  the  ground.  If  you  don't 
think  your  present  the  best  position,  change  it ;" 
and  the  officers  theii  retired  to  their  commands. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first, 
the  troops  breakfasted  and  stood  to  their  arms, 
and  by  seven  o'clock  were  preparing  for  the  battle. 

The  movement  began  on  the  left  by  Gen.  Yan 
Cleve,  who  crossed  at  the  lower  fords ;  Wood 
prepared  to  sustain  and  follow  him.  The  enemy 
meanwhile  had  prepared  to  attack  Gen.  McCook, 


and  by  half-past  six  o'clock  advanced  in  heaty 
columns  —  regimental  fix>nt  —  his  left  attacking 
Willich's  and  Kirk's  brigades  of  Johnson's  divi- 
sion, which,  being  disposed  as  shown  in  the  map, 
thin  and  light,  without  support,  were,  after  a 
sharp  but  fruiUess  contest,  crumbled  to  pieces, 
and  driven  back,  leaving  Edgarton  and  part  of 
Godspeed's  battery  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  following  up,  attacked  Davis's  diri- 
sion,  and  speedily  dislodged  Post's  brigade ;  C&> 
lin's  brigade  was  compelled  to  follow,  as  Wood- 
ruff's bngade,  from  the  weight  of  testimony,  bad 
previously  left  its  position  on  his  left  John- 
son's brisade,  on  retiring,  inclined  too  far  to  the 
west,  and  were  too  much  scattered  to  make  a 
combined  resistance,  though  they  fought  bravely 
at  6ne  or  two  points  before  reaching  Wilkinson  s 
pik&  The  reserve  brigade  of  John»>n's  divL'iion, 
advancing  from  its  bivouac  near  Wilkinson's  pike, 
toward  the  right,  took  a  good  position,  and  made 
a  gallant  but  ineffectual  stand,  as  the  whole  rebel 
left  was  moving  up  on  the  ground  abandoned  by 
our  troops. 

Within  an  hour  from  the  time  of  the  opemng 
of  the  battle,  a  staff-officer  from  General  McCook 
arrived,  announcing  to  me  that  the  right  wing 
was  heavily  pressed,  and  needed  assistance ;  but 
I  was  not  advised  of  the  rout  of  Willich^s  and 
Kirby's  brigades,  nor  of  the  rapid  withdrawal  of 
Davis's  division,  necessitated  wereby — moreover 
having  supposed  his  wing  posted  more  compactly 
and  his  right  more  refus^  than  it  really  was.  the 
direction  of  the  noise  of  battle  did  not  indicate  to 
me  the  true  state  of  affairs.  I  consequently  di- 
rected him  to  return,  and  direct  General  McCa>k 
to  dispose  his  troops  to  the  best  advantage,  ar.d 
to  hold  his  ground  obstinately.  Soon  after  a  sec- 
ond officer  from  General  McCook  arrived,  ^^ 
stated  that  the  right  wing  was  being  driven  —  a 
fiict  that  was  but  too  manifest,  by  the  rapid  moT(^ 
ment  of  the  noise  of  battle  toward  the  north. 

General  Thomas  was  immediately  despatched 
to  order  Rousseau  —  there  in  reserve  —  into  the 
cedar  brakes  to  the  right  and  rear  of  SheridiiL 
General  Crittenden  was  ordered  to  suspend  Van 
Clove's  movement  across  the  river,  on  the  left. 
and  to  cover  the  crossing  with  one  brigade,  and 
move  the  other  two  brigades  westward  across  the 
fields  toward  the  railroad,  for  a  reserve.  Wcod 
was  also  directed  to  suspend  his  preparations  f^t 
crossing,  and  to  hold  Hascall  in  reserve. 

At  tfaas  moment  fugitives  and  stragglers  from 
McCook's  corps  b^an  to  make  their  appearance 
through  the  cedar  brakes,  in  such  numbers  that 
I  became  satisfied  that  McCook's  corps  was  rout- 
ed. I  therefore  directed  General  Crittenden  to 
send  Yan  Cleve  into  the  right  of  Rousseau.  V(ood 
to  send  Colonel  Barker's  brigade  further  down  the 
Murfr^esboro  pike,  to  go  in  and  attack  the  en^ny 
on  the  right  of  Van  Cleve,  the  Pioneer  brigade 
meanwhile  occupying  the  knoU  of  ground  xiesi 
of  Miufreesboro  pike,  and  about  four  or  five  hue- 
deed  yards  in  rear  of  Palmer's  centre,  supporting 
Stokfis's  battery.  (See  accompanying  drawing.) 
Sheridan,  after  sustioning  four  suocessiTe  attacks, 
gradually  swung  his  right  from  a  south-easterly 
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to  north-westerly  direction,  repulsing  the  enemy 
four  times,  losing  the  gallant  General  Sill  of  his 
ri^bt,  and  Colonel  Roberts  of  his  left  brigade, 
irben  haring  exhausted  his  ammunition — Negley^s 
ditiaon  bemgin  the  same  predicament,  and  hear- 
Or  pressed — after  desperate  fighting,  they  fell 
t4ck  from  the  position  held  at  the  commence- 
mentf  throa^  the  cedar  woods,  in  which  Rous- 
se&u's  dirision,  witii  a  portion  of  Negley's  and 
Sheridsn's,  met  the  advancing  enony  and  check- 
ed his  moTements. 

The  ammunition-train  of  the  right  wing,  en- 
dangered by  its  sudden  discomfiture,  was  taken 
charge  of  by  Captain  Thurston  of  the  First  Ohio, 
regular  ordnance  oflScer,  who  by  his  energy  and 
gaUantry,  aided  by  a  charge  of  cavalry  and  such 
troops  as  he  could  pick  up,  carried  it  through  the 
voods  to  the  Murfireesboro  pike,  around  to  the 
rear  of  the  left  wing,  thus  enabling  the  troops  of 
Sbendan*s  division  to  replenish  their  empty  cart- 
ridge-boxes. During  all  this  time  Palmes  front 
had  likewise  been  in '  action,  the  enemy  having 
inade  seTcral  attempts  to  advance  upon  it  At 
thU  stage  it  became  necessary  to  readjust  the  line 
of  battle  to  the  new  state  of  affairs.  Rousseau 
ud  Van  elevens  advance  having  relieved  Sheri- 
dan's division  from  the  pressure,  Negley's  division 
ted  Cruft's  brigade  fit)m  Palmer's  division  with- 
^v  from  their  original  position  in  front  of  the 
<'tdars^  and  crossed  the  open  field  to  the  east  of 
the  Murfreesboro  pike,  about  four  hundred  yards 
in  rear  of  our  front  line,  where  Negley  was  order- 
ed to  replenish  his  ammunition,  and  form  in  close 
column  in  reserva 

The  right  and  centre  of  our  line  now  extended 

fym  Hazen  to  the  Murfreesboro  pike  in  a  north- 

^<^terly  dhtKstion.     Hascall  supporting  Haxen, 

r^ousseaa  filling  the  interval  to  the  Pioneer  bri- 
gade. 

Xegley  in  reserve,  Van  Cleve  west  of  the  Pio- 
Q'^er  brigade,  McCook's  corps  refused  on  his  right 
uid  slightly  to  the  rear  on  Murfi^esboro  pike,  the 
caraby  being  still  further  to  the  rear  on  Mur- 
^^joro  pike  and  beyond  Overairs  Creek. 

The  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry  attack  on  our 
^^^treme  right  was  repulsed  by  Van  Clove's  divi- 
^00,  with  Barker's  brigade  and  the  cavalry.  Af- 
•«r  sereral  attempts  of  the  enemy  to  advance  on 
^^  new  line,  which  were  thoroughly  repulsed,  as 
^^  their  attempts  on  the  left,  the  day  closed 
ieaving  os  masters  of  the  original  ground  on  our 
1^^  and  our  new  line  advantageously  posted, 
▼1th  open  ground  in  firont  swept  at  aU  points  by 
"J-ir  artillery. 

^e  had  lost  heavily  in  killed  and  wounded, 
Kid  a  considerable  number  in  stragglers  and  pris- 
^ ;  also  twenty-eight  pieces  of  artillery,  the 
"'^^^  haring  been  slain,  and  our  troops  being 
^°^ble  to  withdraw  them  by  hand  over  the  rough 
ground,  bat  the  enemy  had  been  thoroughly  han- 
ded, and  badly  damaged  at  all  points,  having  had 
1^  SQcress  where  we  had  open  ground  and  our 
tw>p3  were  properly  posted ;  none,  which  did 
•^  depend  on  the  original  crushing  of  our  right, 
Mthe  superior  masses  which  were,  in  conse- 
<lQence,  brought  to  bear  upon  the  narrow  front  of 


Sheridan's  and  Neglev^s  dirision^  and  a  part  of 
Palmer's,  coupled  with  the  scarcity  of  ammuni- 
tion, caused  by  the  circuitous  road  which  the  train 
had  taken,  and  the  inconvenience  of  getting  it 
firom  a  remote  distance  through  the  cedars.  Or- 
ders were  given  for  the  issue  of  all  the  spare  am- 
munition, and  we  found  that  we  had  enough  for 
another  battle,  the  only  question  being  where 
that  battle  was  jto  be  fought 

It  was  decided  in  order  to  complete  our  present 
lines,  that  the  left  should  be  retired  some  two 
hundred  and  fifty  yards  to  a  more  advantageous 
ground,  the  extreme  left  resting  on  Stone  River, 
above  the  lower  ford,  and  extended  to  Stokes^s 
battery.  Starkweather'^  and  Walker's  brigades 
arriving  near  the  close  of  the  evening,  the  former 
bivouacked  in  close  column  in  reserve  in  rear  of 
HcCook's  left,  and  the  latter  was  posted  on  the 
left  of  Sherman  near  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and 
next  morning  relieved  Van  Cleve,  who  returned 
to  his  position  in  the  left  wing. 

DISPOSITION   FOR  JANUARY  1,    186S. 

After  careful  examination,  and  free  consultation 
with  corps  commanders,  followed  by  a  personal 
examination  of  the  ground  in  rear  as  far  as  Over- 
all's Creek,  it  was  determined  to  await  the  ene- 
my's attack  in  that  position,  to  send  for  the  pro- 
vision train,  and  order  up  fresh  supplies  of  am- 
munition, on  the  arrival  of  which,  should  the 
enemy  not  attack,  offensive  operations  should  be 
resumed. 

No  demonstration  on  the  morning  of  the  first 
of  January.  Crittenden  was  ordered  to  occupy 
the  points  opposite  the  ford  on  his  left  with  a 
brigade. 

About  two  o^dock  in  the  afternoon  the  enemy, 
who  had  shown  signs  of  movement  and  massing 
on  our  right,  appefu*ed  at  the  extreitlty  of  a  field 
a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Murfreesboro  pike, 
but  the  presence  of  Gibson's  brigade  with  a  bat- 
tery occupying  the  woods  near  Overall's  Creek, 
and  Negley's  division  and  a  portion  of  Rousseau's 
on  the  Murfreesboro  pike  opposite  the  field,  put 
an  end  to  this  demonstration,  and  the  day  closed 
with  another  demonstration  by  the  enemy  on 
Walker's  brigade,  which  ended  in  the  same 
manner. 

On  Friday  morning  the  enemy  opened  four 
heavy  batteries  on  our  centre,  and  a  strong  de- 
monstration of  attack  a  little  fiirther  to  the  right, 
but  a  well-directed  fire  of  artillery  soon  silenced 
his  batteries,  while  the  guns  of  Walker  and  Sheri-  • 
dan  put  an  end  to  his  effort  there^ 

About  three  o'clock  p.k.,  while  the  Command- 
ing General  was  examining  the  position  of  Crit- 
tenden's left  across  the  river,  which  was  now 
held  by  Van  Clove's  division,  supported  by  a  bri- 
gade from  Palmares,  a  double  line  of  skirmishers 
was  seen  to  emerge  from  the  woods  in  a  south- 
easterly direction,  advancing  across  the  fields, 
and  they  were  soon  followed  by  heavy  columns} 
of  infantry— battalion  fix>nt,  with  three  batteries 
of  artillery. 

Our  only  battery  on  that  side  of  the  river  had 
been  withdrawn  from  an  eligible  point ;  but  the 
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most  available  spot  was  pointud  out,  and  it  soon 
opened  fire  upon  the  enemy.  The  line,  however, 
jidvanced  steadily  to  within  one  hundred  yards 
of  the  front  of  Van  Cleve's  division,  when  a  short 
and  fierce  contest  ensued.  Van  Gleve's  division, 
giving  way,  retired  in  considerable  confusion 
across  the  river,  followed  closely  by  the  enemy. 

Gen.  Crittenden  immediately  directed  his  chief 
of  artillery  to  dis|>ose  the  batteries  on  the  hill  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river,  so  as  to  open  on  them, 
while  two  brigades  of  Negley's  division,  from  the 
reserve,  and  the  pioneer  brigade,  were  ordered 
np  to  meet  the  onset 

The  firing  was  terrific,  and  the  havoc  terrible. 
The  enemy  retreated  more  rapidly  than  they  had 
advanced.  In  forty  minutes  they  lost  two  thou- 
sand men. 

Gen.  Davis,  seeing  some  stragglers  firom  Van 
elevens  division,  took  one  of  his  brigades  and 
crossed  at  a  ford  below,  to  attack  the  enemy  on 
his  left  flank,  and  by  Gen.  McGook's  order  the 
rest  of  his  division  was  permitted  to  follow ;  but 
when  he  arrived,  two  brigades  of  Negley's  divi- 
sion and  Hazen's  brigade,  of  Palmer's  division, 
had  pursued  the  flying  enemy  well  across  the 
field,  capturing  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  stand 
of  colors. 

It  was  now  after  dark  and  raining,  or  we  should 
have  pursued  the  enemy  into  Murfreesboro.  As 
it  was,  Crittenden's  corps  passed  over,  and,  with 
Davis,  occupied  the  crests,  which  were  intrenched 
in  a  few  hours. 

Deeming  it  possible  that  the  enemy  might 
again  attack  our  right  and  centre  thus  weakened, 
I  thought  it  advisable  to  make  a  demonstration 
on  our  right,  by  a  heavy  division  of  camp-fires, 
and  by  laying  out  a  line  of  battle  with  torches, 
which  answered  the  purpose. 

On  Saturday,  January  third,  it  rained  heavily 
firom  Uiree  o'clock  in  the  morning ;  the  ploughed 
ground  over  which  our  left  would  be  obliged  to 
advance  was  impassable  for  artillery  ;  the  ammu- 
nition train  did  not  arrive  until  ten  o'clock ;  it  was 
therefore  deemed  unadvisable  to  advance,  but 
batteries  were  put  in  position  on  the  left,  by 
which  the  ground  could  be  swept,  and  even  Mur- 
freesboro reached  by  the  Parrott  guns. 

A  heavy  and  constant  picketrfirins  had  been 
kept  up  on  our  right  and  centre,  and  extending 
to  our  left,  which  at  last  became  so  annoying, 
that  in  the  afternoon  I  directed  the  corps  com- 
manders to  clear  their  fronts. 

Occupying  the  woods  to  the  left  of  Murfinees- 
boro  pike  with  sharp-shoooters,  the  enemy  had 
annoyed^  Rousseau  all  day,  and  Gen.  Thomas  and 
himself  requested  permission  to  dislodge  them 
and  their  supports  which  covered  a  ford.  This 
was  granted,  and  a  sharp  fire  from  four  batteries 
was  opened  for  ten  or  fifi^en  minutes,  when  Rous- 
seau sent  two  of  his  regiments,  which,  with 
Speer's  Tennesseeans  and  the  Eighty-fifth  Illi- 
nois volunteers,  that  had  come  out  with  the 
wagon- train,  charged  upon  the  enemy,  and,  after 
a  sharp  contest,  cleared  the  woods  and  drove  the 
enemy  firom  his  trenches,  capturing  from  seventy 
to  eighty  prisoners. 


Sunday  morning,  the  fourth  of  January,  it 
not  deemed  advisable  to  commence  ofiensivc 
movements,  and  news  soon  reached  us  that  the 
enemy  had  fled  from  Murfi^eesboro.  Burial-par- 
ties were  sent  out  to  bury  the  dead,  and  the  cav- 
ally  was  sent  to  reconnoitre 

Early  on  Monday  morning  General  Thomas  ad- 
vanced, driving  the  rear-guard  of  rebel  cavfthy 
before  him  six  or  seven  miles  toward  Manchester 

McCook  and  Crittenden*s  corps  following,  took 
position  in  front  of  the  town,  occupying  Mur- 
freesboro. 

We  learned  that  the  enemy's  infiintiy  had 
reached  Shelbyville  by  twelve  ic.  on  Sunday,  but 
owing  to  the  impracticability  of  bringing  up  sup- 
plies and  the  loss  of  five  hundred  and  Sty-seTen 
artillery-horses,  further  pursuit  was  deemed  un- 
advisable. 

It  may  be  of  use  to  give  the  following  general 
summary  of  the  operations  and  results  of  the 
series  of  skirmishes,  closing  with  the  battle  of 
Stone  River  and  occupation  of  Murfineesboro. 

We  moved  on  the  enemy  with  the  fdlowing 
forces : 


lDfluiti7i 41,421 1  Cavafrj 8,59i 

ArtlUerr, 2,228  |  

Total, 44.»« 

We  fought  the  battle  with  the  following  forces : 

Inflintry, 87,977  I  Cavalry,  ^2rtO 

ArtlUery, 2,228  |  

Total 4SA'0 

We  lost  in  killed : 


Offloen, 92  I  BolUled  men, 1,411 

Total, 1,888 

We  lost  in  wounded ;  • 

Officers, 8S4  I  Enlisted  men, 6,S^ 

Total, 7,245 

Total  kUled  and  wounded, 8,7TS 

Being  20.08  per  cent  of  the  entire  force  in 
action. 

Our  loss  in  prisoners  is  not  fully  made  out,  but 
the  Provost-Marshal  General  says,  from  present 
information,  they  will  fidl  short  of  two  UMHisand 
eight  hundred. 

If  there  are  many  more  bloody  battles  on  re- 
cord, considering  tiie  newness  and  inexperience 
of  the  troops,  both  officers  and  men,  6r  if  there 
has  been  more  true  fighting  qualities  displayed 
by  any  people,  I  should  be  pleased  to  know  it 

As  to  the  condition  of  Uie  fi^t  we  may  say 
that  we  operated  over  an  unknown  ooontnr 
against  a  position  which  was  fifteen  per  cent  bet- 
tor than  our  own,  every  foot  of  ground  and  sp- 
preaches  being  well  known  to  we  enemy,  and 
that  these  disadvantages  were  &tally  exhumed 
by  the  faulty  position  of  our  right  win^ 

The  force  we  fought  is  estimated  as  loUoirs. 
We  have  prisoners  from  one  hundred  and  thirtr- 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  (consolidations  oountol 
as  one,)  averaging  firom  those  in  Qeneral  Bushiod 
Johnson's  division  four  hundred  and  eleven  each| 
say,  for  certain,  three  hundred  and  fifty  vm 
each,  will  give: 
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iaB^aieatilBlkDtr7f  larSfiOmeDeaeb, 46,000 

li  fatuliMu  shATp-thootera,  lay  100  men  each, . . .    1,900 

SSlUttcriaorwtUtery,  taySOmeneach, 1,840 

C^Refcimento  of  cavalry,  and  1 400,    18280 

UOrgaaiatioiifof  caTalxy,   J   70,  *^ 

»  63,490 

Their  arenge  loss,  taken  from  the  statistics  of 
ChTborn,  Bie<^iiridge,  and  Withers^s  divisions, 
was  tbout  two  Uioosand  and  eighty  each ;  this, 
far  six  diridons  of  infantry,  and  one  of  cavalry, 
win  amount  to  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred 
ud  sixty  men,  or  to  ours  nearly  as  one  hundred 
and  sixty-five  to  one  hundred. 

Of  fourteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  sixty 
rfheis  struck  by  our  missiles,  it  is  estimated  that 

99,000  roanda  of  artineiy  hit  729  men. 
9,000,000  ToiuKla  of  musketry  hit  18,889  men. 

ATeraging  twenty -seven  cannon-shots  to  hit 
cce  man,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  musket- 
shots  to  hit  one  man,  our  relative  loss  was  as  fol- 
lows: 

Percent. 

K^  wiajT,  15,988,  mnakctry  and  artUlery,  lOM, 9a  79 

Omtre,  10,866,  mnskeUy  and  artUlery,  loa>, 1^4 

Left  wiof ,  184^,  mosketry  and  artillery,  lou, 94.6 

On  the  whole,  it  is  evident  that  we  fought  su- 
poior  numbers  on  unknown  ground,  inflicting 
much  more  injury  than  we  suffered,  were  always 
^perior  on  equal  ground  with  equal  numbers, 
tnd  fiuled  of  a  most  crushing  victory  on  Wednes- 

dtj  by  the  extension  and  direction  of  our  right 

wing. 

This  doses  the  narrative  of  the  movements  and 
seren  daya^  fighting;  which  terminated  with  the 
oceapation  of  Murfireesboro.  For  a  detailed  his- 
tory of  the  parts  taken  in  the  battles  of  the  differ- 
ent commands,  their  obstinate  bravery  and  pa- 
tient endurance,  in  which  the  new  regiments  vied 
^th  those  of  more  experience,  I  must  refer  to 
the  accompanying  sub-reports  of  the  corps,  di- 
Tisbn,  brigade,  regimental,  and  artillery  corn- 
minders. 

B«8ide  the  mention  which  has  been  already 
made  of  the  service  of  our  artillery  by  the  bri- 
pde,  division,  and  corps  commanders,  I  deem  it 
I  duty  to  say  that  such  a  marked  evidence  of 
skill  in  handliog  the  batteries,  and  in  firing  with 
i^ect,  appears  in  this  battle  to  deserve  special 
commendation. 

Among  the  lesser  commands  which  deserve 
spedil  mention  for  distinguished  service  in  the 
^tk  is  the  pioneer  corps,  a  body  of  one  thou- 
»Qd  seven  hundred  men,  composed  of  details  from 
fbe  companies  of  each  infantir  regiment,  organ- 
'^  and  instructed  by  Captain  James  St  Glair 
Horton,  Corps  of  Engineers,  Chief-Engineer  of 
^  army ;  wluch  marched  as  an  infantry  brigade 
^  the  left  wing,  making  bridges  at  Stuart's  Creek ; 
Ifepared  and  guarded  the  ford  at  Stone  River  on 
^e  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth ;  sup- 
ported Stokes's  battery,  and  fought  with  valor 
ud  determinatioa  on  tiie  thirty-first,  holding  its 
position  until  relieved  on  the  morning  of  the  sec- 
^d;  advancing  with  the  greatest  promptitude 
^  gallantry  to  support  Van  Clove's  division 
;  ^UDst  the  attack  on  our  left,  on  the  evening  of 
!  «e  same  day ;  constructing  a  bridge  and  batteries 


between  that  time  and  Saturday  evening ;  and 
the  efficiency  and  esprit  du  corps  suddenly  de- 
veloped in  this  comuiand,  its  gdlant  behavior  in 
action,  the  eminent  service  it  is  continually  ren- 
dering Uie  army,  entitle  both  officers  and  men  to 
specif  public  notice  and  thanks,  while  .they  re- 
fiect  the  highest  credit  on  the  distinguished  abil- 
ity and  capacity  of  Captain  Morton,  who  w^ill  do 
honor  to  his  promotion  to  a  Brigadier-Qeneral, 
which  the  President  has  promised  him. 

The  ability,  order  and  method  exhibited  in  the 
management  of  the  wounded  elicited  the  warmest 
commendation  from  all  our  general  officers,  in 
which  I  most  cordially  join. 

Notwithstanding  the  numbers  to  be  cared  for, 
through  the  energy  of  Dr.  Swift,  Medical  Direct- 
or, ably  assisted  by  Dr.  Weeds  and  the  senior 
surgeons  of  the  various  commands,  there  was  less 
suffering  from  delay  than  I  ever  before  witnessed. 
The  Eighteenth  regiment  of  Ohio  volunteers,  at 
Stuart's  Creek,  Lieut -Colonel  Burk.  commanding, 
deserves  especial  praise  for  the  ability  and  spirit 
with  which  they  held  their  post,  defended  our 
trains,  succored  'their  cars,  chased  away  Wheel- 
er's rebel  cavalry,  saving  a  large  wagon-train,  and 
arrested  and  returned,  in  service  some  two  thou- 
sand stragglers  from  the  battle-field. 

The  First  regiment  of  Michigan  engineers  and 
mechanics,  at  La  Vergne,  under  the  command  of 
CoL  Innes,  fighting  behind  a  slight  protection  of 
wagons  and  brush,  gallantly  repulsed  a  charge 
from  more  than  ten  times  their  numbers  of  Wheel- 
er's cavalry. 

For  distinguished  acts  of  individual  zeal,  hero- 
ism, gallantry  and  good  conduct,  I  refer  to  the 
accompanying  list  of  special  mentions  and  recom- 
mendations lor  promotion,  wherein  are  named 
some  of  the  many  noble  men  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  and  done  honor  to  their  coun- 
try and  the  starry  symbol  of  its  unity.  But  those 
named  there  are  by  no  means  all  whose  names 
will  be  inscribed  on  the  rolls  of  honor  we  are  pre- 
paring, and  hope  to  have  held  in  grateful  remem- 
brance by  our  countrymen.  To  say  that  such 
men  as  Major^Gen.  G.  H.  Thomas,  true  and  pru- 
dent, distinguished  in  counsel  and  on  many  bat- 
tie-fields  for  his  courage;  or  M%jor-Gen.  McCook, 
a  tried,  faithful,  and  loval  soldier,  who  bravely 
breasted  battie  at  Shiloh  and  at  PerryviUe,  and 
as  bravely  on  the  bloody  field  of  Stone  River ; 
and  Major-€^eral  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  ^hose 
heart  is  that  of  a  true  soldier  and  patriot,  and 
whose  gallantry,  often  attested  by  his  companions 
in  arms  in  other  fields,  witnessed  many  times  in 
this  army,  long  before  I  had  the  honor  to  com- 
mand it,  never  more  conspicuously  than  in  this 
combat  maintained  their  high  character  through- 
out this  action,  but  feebly  expresses  my  feeling 
of  obligation  to  them  for  counsel  and  support 
from  the  time  of  my  arrival  to  the  present  hour. 
I  doubly  thank  them,  as  well  as  the  gallant,  ever- 
ready  Major-Gen.  Rousseau,  for  their  support  in 
this  battle. 

Brig. -Gen.  D.  S.  Stanley,  already  distinguished 
for  four  successful  battles — Island  No.  Ten,  May 
twenty-seventh,  before  Corinth,  luka,  and  the  bat- 
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tie  of  Corinth — at  this  time  in  command  of  our 
ten  regiments  of  cavalry,  fought  the  enemy's  for- 
ty regiments  of  cavalry,  and  held  them  at  bay, 
and  beat  them  wherever  he  could  meet  them. 
He  ought  to  be  made  a  Major-General  for  his  ser- 
vices, and  also  for  the  good  of  the  service. 

As  for  such  brigadiers  as  Negley,  Jefferson 
0.  Davis,  Johnson,  Palmer,  Hascal,  Van  Cleve, 
Wood,  Mitchell,  Grufl,  and  Sheridan,  they  ought 
to  be  made  Major-Generals  in  our  service.  In 
such  brigade  commanders  as  Colonels  Carlin, 
Miller,  Hazen,  Samuel  Beatty  of  the  Nineteenth 
Ohio,  Gibson,  Gross,  Wagner,  John  Beatty  of  the 
Third  Ohio,  Hearken,  Sti^kweather,  Stanley,  and 
others,  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  the  accom- 
pan3ring  report,  the  Government  may  well  confide. 
They  are  the  men  from  whom  our  troops  should 
be  at  once  supplied  with  brigadier-generals,  and 
justice  to  the  brave  men  and  officers  of  the  regi- 
ments equally  demand  their  promotion,  to  give 
them  and  their  regiments  their  proper  leaders. 
Many  captains  and  subalterns  also  showed  great 
gallantry  and  capacity  for  superior  commands. 
But,  above  all,  the  steady  rank  and  file  showed 
invincible  fighting  courage  and  stamina  worthy 
of  a  great  and  free  nation,  requiring  only  good 
officers,  discipline  and  instruction,  to  make  them 
equals  if  not  superior,  to  any  troops  in  ancient 
and  modern  times.  To  these  I  offer  my  most 
heartfelt  thanks  and  good  wishes. 

Words  of  my  own  cannot  add  to  the  renown 
of  our  brave  and  patriotic  officers  and  soldiers 
who  fell  on  the  field  of  honor,  nor  increase  respect 
for  their  memory  in  the  hearts  of  our  country- 
men. The  names  of  such  men  as  Lieut -CoL  J. 
P.  Garesche,  the  pure  and  noble  Christian  gentle- 
man and  chivalric  officer,  who  gave  his  life  an 
early  offering  on  the  altar  of  his  country's  free- 
dom ;  the  gentle,  true,  and  accomplished  General 
Sill;  the  heroic,  ingenious,  and  able  Colonels 
Roberts,  Millikin,  Shaffer,  McKee,  Reed,  Foreman, 
Fred.  Jones,  Hawkins,  Knell,  and  the  gallant  and 
faithful  Major  Carpenter  of  the  Nineteenth  regu- 
lars, and  many  other  field-officers,  will  live  in  our 
country's  history,  as  will  those  of  many  others 
of  inferior  rank,  whose  soldierly  deeds  on  this 
memorable  battle-field  won  for  them  the  admira- 
tion of  their  companions,  and  will  dwell  in  our 
memories  in  long  future  years  after  God  in  his 
mercy  shall  have  given  us  peace  and  restored  us 
to  the  bosom  of  our  homes  and  families. 

Simple  justice  to  the  gallant  officers  of  my  staff-^ 
the  noble  and  lamented  Lieut-Colonel  Garesche, 
Chief  of  SUff;  Lieut -Col.  Taylor,  Chief  Quarter- 
master ;  Lieut -Col.  Simmons,  Chief  Commissary ; 
Major  C.  Goddard,  Senior  Aid-de-Camp;  Major 
Ralston  Skinner,  Judge  Advocate-General ;  Lieut 
Frank  S.  Bomb,  A.D.C.  of  Gen.  Tyler;  Captain 
Charles  R.  Thompson,  my  Aid-de-Camp ;  Lieut 
Byron  Kirby,  Sixth  United  States  infantry, 
A.D.C.,  who  was  wounded  on  the  thirty-first; 
R.  S.  Thorn,  Esq.,  a  member  of  the  Cincinnati 
cavalry,  who  acted  as  volunteer  Aid-de-Camp, 
behaved  with  distinguished  gallantry;  Colonel 
Bamett,  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Ordnance ;  Capt 
G.  H.  Gilman,  Nineteenth  United  States  infiEuitry, 


and  Inspector  of  Artillery ;  Capt  James  Curtis, 
Fifteenth  United  States  infantry.  Assistant  In- 
spector-General;  Captain  Wiles,  Twenty-second 
Indiana,  Provost-Marshal  General ;  Capt  Micbler, 
Topographical  Engineers ;  Captain  Jesse  Merrill, 
of  the  signal  corps,  whose  corps  behaved  well; 
Captain  Elmer  Otis,  Fourth  r^ular  cavalry,  who 
commanded  the  second  courier  line,  connected 
the  various  headquarters  most  successfully,  and 
who  made  a  most  opportune  and  brilliant  ch&rgs 
on  Wheeler's  cavalry,  routing  the  brigade  and  re- 
capturing three  hundred  of  our  prisoners. 

Lieut  Edson,  United  States  ordnance  officer, 
who,  during  the  battle  of  Wednesday,  distributed 
ammunition  under  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries, 
and  behaved  bravely.  Capt  Hubbard,  and  Lieut. 
Newberry,  who  joined  my  staflF  on  the  field,  acting 
as  aids,  rendered  valuable  services  in  carrying 
orders  on  the  field.  Lieut  Byse,  Fourth  United 
States  cavalry,  commanded  the  escort  of  the  head- 
quarters' train,  and  distinguished  himself  with 
gallantry  and  efficiency,  who  not  only  performed 
these  appropriate  duties  to  my  entire  satisfac- 
tion, and  accompanying  me  everywhere  carrying 
orders  through  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  watched 
while  others  slept,  never  weary  when  duty  called, 
deserves  my  public  thanks  and  the  respect  and 
gratitude  of  the  army. 

With  all  the  facts  of  the  battle  fully  before  me. 
the  relative  numbers  and  positions  of  our  troops 
and  those  of  the  rebels,  the  gallantry  and  obsti- 
nacy of  the  contest,  and  the  final  result  I  say 
fi*om  conviction,  and  as  public  adcnowledgment 
due  to  Almighty  Qod  in  closing  this  report :  ''  Non 
nobis !  Domine,  non  nobis.  Sed  nomine  tuo  da 
Gloriam!"  Wm.  S.  Rosbcrans, 

Brig. -Gen.  L.  Thomas, 

A^utant-0«neral  U.S.A. 

OBNSRALS   AND    COLONELS    RECOXXEKDED    BT   GEN- 
ERAL  ROSECRANS   FOR  PROXOTIOK. 

Gen.  Rosecrans  recommends  for  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  Major-General :  Brig. -Gen.  D.  S.  Stan- 
ley, Brig.-Gen.  J.  S.  Negley,  Brig.-G«n.  T.  J.  Wo&i 
Brig. -Gen.  Jefierson  C.  Davis,  Brig.-Gen.  John  M. 
Palmer,  Brig.-Gen.  H.  P.  Van  Cleve,  Brig. -Gen. 
P.  H.  Sheridan,  Brig.-Gen.  R.  a  MitchelL 

And  the  following  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral :  Col.  John  Beatty,  Third  Ohio ;  CoL  W.  tt 
Gisbon,  Forty-ninth  Ohio ;  Colonel  W,  B.  Hazen, 
Forty.first  Ohio ;  CoL  W.  P.  Carlin,  Thirty ^ghth 
Illinois;  Col.  Samuel  Beatty,  Nineteenth  Ohio; 
CoL  Stanley  Matthews,  Fiay-first  Ohio;  Col  Chas. 
G.  Barker,  Sixty-fiilh  Ohio;  CoL  Gea  D.  Wagner. 
Fifteenth  Indiana ;  CoL  Wm.  Grose,  Thirty-sixth 
Indiana. 

GENERAL  ROSECRANS*S  BATTLE  ORORBSL 

HkADQUARTKRS  DKPABTMBrr  or  TBV  ClTVmKKULXCk.  I 

In  non  or  MranoisBOfto,  IVaa..        v 
December  81, 1S63L  \ 

Orders  :  The  General  Commanding  desires  to 
say  to  the  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  OumberiaDd 
that  he  was  well  pleased  with  their  conduct  vtsr 
terday.  It  wasaU  that  he  could  have  wished'for. 
He  neither  saw  nor  heard  of  any  skulking.  They 
behaved  with  the  coolness  and  gallantry  of  vete- 
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nns.  He  dow  feels  perfectly  confident,  with  God's 
grace  and  their  help,  of  striking  this  day  a  blow 
for  the  country,  the  most  crushing  perhaps  which 
the  rebellion  has  yet  sustained.  Soldiers  1  the 
ejes  of  the  whole  nation  are  upon  you ;  the  very 
fate  of  the  nation  may  be  said  to  hang  on  the 
holies  of  this  day's  battle.  Be  true,  then,  to  your- 
stlres,  true  to  your  own  manly  character  and 
soldierly  reputation,  true  to  |^e  love  of  your  own 
dear  ones  at  home,  whose  prayers  ascend  this  day 
to  God  for  your  success.  Be  cool — ^I  need  not 
ask  you  to  be  brave.  Keep  ranks,  do  not  throw 
away  your  fire ;  fire  slowly,  deliberately — above 
all,  fire  low,  and  be  always  sure  of  your  aim. 
Close  readily  in  upon  the  enemy,  and  when  you 
t^^t  within  chamng  distance,  rusn  upon  him  with 
the  bayonet  Do  this  and  victory  will  certainly 
be  yours.  Recollect  that  there  are  hardly  any 
troops  in  the  world  that  will  stand  a  bayonet 
ehaii^e,  and  that  those  who  make  it  are  sure  to  win. 

By  command  of  Major-General  Rosecrans. 

JcLiFS  P.  Gabescbe, 

AMifltant  A4Jataot-0enenl  and  Chief  of  Staft 

BEPORT  OF  GENERAL  HASOALL. 

EiiOQrAims  PnsT  Buoadi,  Fikst  Dmsioir,  Lett  Wiho,  ) 
SBAB  MOBVBBMBOSO,  Tbrv.,  Jumuy  6, 1602.     I 

C'Tptain  M,  R  Be9U>w,  A. A. A,  Q, : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  my  brigade,  (formerly 
the  Fifteenth  brigade,  Sixth  division,  but  under 
the  new  nomenclature,  the  First  brigade,  First 
ilirision,  left  wing,)  on  the  eventful  thirty-first  of 
Der«mber,  1862.  During  the  night  of  the  thir- 
tieth, I  had  received  notice  through  Gen.  Wood, 
our  division  commander,  that  the  left  wing,  Crit- 
tenden^s  corps,  would  cross  Stone  River  and  at- 
tack the  enemy  on  their  rignt  My  brigade  was 
posted  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  entire  line  of 
battle,  and  was  guarding  and  overlooking  the 
ford  OTer  which  we  were  to  cross.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  tiiirty-first,  heavy  firing  was  heard  on 
the  extreme  right  of  our  line,  (McCook*s  corps,) 
^'iit  as  th^  had  been  fighting  their  way  all  the 
distance  from  Nolinsville,  as  we  had  firom  La 
Vergne,  no  particular  importance  was  attached  to 
thU,  and  I  was  getting  my  brigade  into  position 
ftiady  to  cross  as  soon  as  Qen.  Van  Gleve^s  divi- 
sion, which  was  then  crossing,  was  over.  All 
th»  time  the  firing  on  the  right  became  heavier 
and  apparently  near  to  us,  and  our  fears  began 
to  be  aroused  that  the  right  wing  was  being  driven 
nipidly  back  upon  us.  At  this  juncture.  Van 
Cie?  e  baited  hia  division,  and  the  most  terrible 
state  of  suspense  pervaded  the  entire  left,  as  it 
^Krcame  more  and  more  evident  that  the  right  was 
^jeiog  driven  rapidly  back  upon  us.  On  and  on 
Uiey  came,  till  the  heaviest  fire  was  getting  nearly 
around  to  the  pike  leading  to  Nashville,  when 
^'eo.  Rosecrans  appeared  in  person,  and  ordered 
nK  to  go  with  my  brigade  at  once  to  the  support 
of  the  right,  pointing  toward  our  rear,  where  the 
heaviest  fire  was  raging.  Gen.  Van  Cleve*s  divi- 
sion and  GoL  Hark^s  brigade  of  our  division  re- 
ceiTcd  the  same  order.'  I  at  once  changed  the 
front  of  my  brigade  to  the  rear,  preparatory  to 


starting  in  the  same  direction,  but  had  not  pro- 
ceeded more  than  two  hundred  yards  in  the  new 
direction  before  the  crowd  of  fugitives  fi'om  the 
i^ght  wing  became  so  numerous,  and  the  fleeing 
mule  teams  and  horsemen  so  thick,  that  it  was  im- 
possible for  me  to  go  forward  with  my  command 
without  it  becoming  a  confused  mass.  I  there- 
fore halted  and  awaited  developments.  Gen.  Van 
Cleve  and  Colonel  Harker  not  meeting  with  much 
opposition,  pressed  forward  and  got  into  position 
beyond  the  railroad,  ready  to  open  on  the  enemy 
as  soon  as  our  fugitives  were  out  of  the  way. 
They  soon  opened  fire,  joined  by  some  batteries 
and  troops  belonging  to  the  centre,  (Gen.  Thomas's 
corps,)  and  £step*s  battery  of  my  brigade,  and 
after  about  an  hour^s  firing  along  this  new  line, 
during  which  time  I  was  moving  my  command 
from  point  to  point,  ready  to  support  any  troops 
that  most  needed  it.  Tne  onslaught  of  the  ene- 
my seemed  to  be  in  a  great  measure  checked,  and 
we  had  reasonable  probability  of  maintaining  this 
line.  During  all  this  time  my  men  were  exposed 
to  a  severe  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  a  battery 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and  several  men 
killed.  About  this  time  /in  aid  of  General  Pal- 
mer's came  galloping  up  to  me  and  said  that  un- 
less he  could  be  supported  his  division  would 
have  to  give  way.  Palmer's  division  formed  the 
right  of  General  Crittenden's  line  of  battle  on  the 
morning  of  the  thirty-first  After  consul  ti ng  with 
Gen.  Wood,  he  ordered  me  to  send  a  regiment  to 
support  Gen.  Palmer.  Accordingly,  I  sent  the 
Third  Kentucky  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut- 
Col.  Samuel  McKee.  Before  the  regiment  had 
been  ten  minutes  in  its  new  position,  Capt  Ker- 
stetter,  my  Adjutant-General,  reported  to  me  that 
Colonel  McRee  had  been  killed,  and  the  regiment 
badly  cut  up.  I  therefore  moved  at  once  with 
the  other  three  regiments  of  my  command  to  their 
relief  The  line  they  were  trying  to  hold  was 
that  part  of  an  original  line  of  battle  lying  imme- 
diately to  the  right  of  the  railroad,  and  forming 
an  acute  angle  with  the  same.  This  portion  of 
our  original  line,  about  two  regimental  fronts,  to- 
gether with  two  fronts  to  the  left  held  by  Colonel 
Wagner's  brigade,  was  all  of  our  original  line  of 
battle,  but  what  our  troops  had  been  driven  from ; 
and  if  they  succeeded  in  carrying  this  they  would 
have  turned  our  left,  and  a  total  rout  of  our 
forces  could  not  then  have  been  avoided.  Seeing 
the  importance  of  the  position,  I  told^y  men  that 
it  must  be  held  even  if  it  cost  the  last  man  we  had. 
I  immediately  sent  in  the  Twenty -sixth  Ohio,  com- 
manded by  the  gallant  Major  Wm.  H.  Squires, 
to  take  position  on  the  right  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky and  support  it,  and  despatched  an  aid  for 
the  Eighteenth  Indiana  battery  to  come  to  this 
point  and  open  on  the  enemy.  No  sooner  had 
the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  got  into  position  than  they 
became  hotly  engaged,  and  the  numerous  dead 
and  wounded  that  were  immediately  brought  to 
the  rear,  told  how  desperate  was  the  contest  The 
gallant  Lieut  McClellan,  of  that  regiment,  was 
brought  to  the  rear  mortally  wounded,  and  ex- 
pired by  my  side  in  less  than  five  minutes  from 
the  time  the  regiment  took  position.     Still  the 
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fight  went  on,  and  still  braye  men  went  down. 
The  Third  Kentucky,  now  reduced  to  less  than 
one  half  its  original  numbers,  with  ten  out  of  its 
fourteen  remaining  officers  badly  wounded,  were 
still  bravely  at  work.  In  less  than  ten  minutes 
after  the  fall  of  Lieut -Colonel  McKee,  the  gallant 
Major  Daniel  R.  Collier,  of  that  regiment,  received 
two  severe  wounds,  one  in  the  leg,  and  the  other 
in  the  breast.  Adjutant  Bullitt  had  his  horse 
shot  from  under  him,  but  nothing  could  induce 
either  of  them  to  leave  the  field.  Equally  con- 
spicuous and  meritorious  was  the  conduct  of  Major 
Squires  and  Adjt  Franklin  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Ohio.  Major  Squires^s  horse  was  three  times  shot 
through  the  neck;  nevertheless,  he  and  all  his 
officers  stood  by  throughout,  and  most  gallantly 
sustained  and  encouraged  their  men.  Estep^s 
battery  came  up  in  due  time,  and  taking  position 
on  a  little  rise  of  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  Twen- 
ty-sixth Ohio  and  Third  Kentucky,  opened  a  ter- 
rible fire  of  shot  and  shell  over  the  heads  of  our 
infantry.  In  about  one  hour  after  the  Twenty- 
sixth  Ohio  got  into  position,  this  terrible  attack 
of  the  enemy  was  repulsed,  and  they  drew  back 
into  the  wood  and  under  cover  of  an  intervening 
hill  to  re-form  their  shattered  columns  and  renew 
the  attack.  I  now  took  a  survey  of  the  situation, 
and  found  that  along  the  entire  line,  to  the  right 
and  left  of  the  railroad,  which  had  not  yet  been 
carried  by  the  enemy,  I  was  the  only  general  offi- 
cer present,  and  was,  therefore,  in  command,  and 
responsible  for  the  conduct  of  affairs.  Colonel 
Hazen,  commanding  a  brigade  in  Gen.  Palmer^s 
division,  was  present  with  his  brigade  to  the  left 
of  the  railroad,  and  Col.  Goss,  commanding  an- 
other brigade  in  the  same  divison,  was  also  pre- 
sent with  what  there  was  left  of  his  brigade,  and 
most  nobly  did  he  cooperate  with  me,  with  the 
Sixth  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  to  the  right  of  the 
railroad,  while  Colonel  Wagner,  commanding  the 
Second  brigade  in  the  First  division,  (left  wing,) 
nobly  sustained  his  front,  assisted  by  Col.  Hazen, 
to  the  left  of  the  railroad.  1  now  relieved  the 
Third  Kentucky  regiment,  who  were  nearly  an- 
nihilated and  out  of  ammunition,  with  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana  regiment  of  my  brigade,  com- 
manded by  CoL  George  P.  Buell,  and  this  being 
a  much  larger  regiment  than  the  Third  Kentucky, 
filled  up  the  entire  space  from  where  the  right  of 
the  Third  Kentucky  rested  to  the  railroad.  I 
then  threw  forward  the  right  of  the  Sixth  Ohio 
regiment  of  Colonel  Goss's  brigade,  which  was  on 
the  right  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio,  so  that  its 
line  of  battle  was  more  nearly  perpendicular  to 
the  railroad,  and  so  its  fire  would  sweep  the  front 
of  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  and  Fifty-eighth  In- 
diana, and  supported  the  Sixth  Ohio  with  Estep's 
battery  on  a  little  eminence  to  its  right,  and 
brought  up  the  Ninety-seventh  Ohio,  Col.  Lane, 
from  Wagner^s  brigade,  to  still  further  strengthen 
the  right 

These  dispositions  being  made,  I  galloped  a 
little  to  the  rear  and  found  Gen.  Rosecrans,  and 
called  his  attention  to  the  importance  of  the  posi- 
tion I  was  holding,  and  the  necessity  of  keeping 
it  well  supported.    He  rode  to  the  £iK>nt  with  me^ 


approved  of  the  dispositions  I  had  made,  spoke  a 
few  words  of  encouragement  to  the  men,  caution- 
ing them  to  hold  their  fire  until  the  enemy  bad 
got  well  up,  and  h%d  no  sooner  retired  than  the 
enemy  emex^ged  from  the  woods  and  over  the  hill, 
and  were  moving  upon  us  again  in  splendid  style 
and  in  great  force.  As  soon  as  they  came  in  sight, 
the  Sixth  and  Twenty-sixth  0\no  and  Estep's 
battery  opened  on  ikem  and  did  splendid  execu- 
tion, but  on  they  oune  till  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  our  line,  when  CoL  Buell,  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Indiana,  who  had  lost  three  men,  but  had 
not  fired  a  gun,  ordered  his  men  to  fire.  The  ^• 
feet  was  indescribable,  the  enemy  fell  in  winrows 
and  went  staggering  back  from  the  effects  of  thb 
unexpected  volley.  Soon,  however,  they  came 
up  again  and  assaulted  us  furiously  for  about  one 
and  a  half  hours,  but  the  men  aU  stood  their 
ground  nobly,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  com- 
pelled the  enemy  to  retire  as  before.  During  the 
heat  of  this  attack  a  heavy  cross-fire  was  broi^t 
to  bear  on  the  position  I  occupied,  and  Corponl 
Frank  Mayer  of  the  Third  Ohio  volunteer  caral- 
IT,  in  command  of  my  escort,  was  shot  through 
the  leg,  and  my  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Ed. 
R.  Kerstetter,  was  shot  through  his  coat,  grazing 
his  back.  The  regiments  all  behaved  splendidly 
again,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  W5>n  immor- 
tal honors.  Lieut  Blackford  <s£  that  regiment 
was  shot  dead,  and  several  of  the  officers,  indud- 
ing  Capts.  Downey  and  Alexander,  badly  wound- 
ed. Estep*s  battery  was  compelled  to  retire  from 
the  position  assigned  it,  after  firing  half  a  dozen 
rounds,  but  it  did  terrible  execution  while  there. 
The  Sixth  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  did  noUe 
service,  as  the  Ninety-seventh,  but  their  own  im- 
mediate commanders  will,  no  doubt,  allude  to 
them  more  particuli&-ly.  Thus  ended  the  third 
assault  upon  the  position.  I  should  have  re- 
marked that  the  One  Hundredth  Dlinois  regi- 
ment, the  oth^r  r^ment  composing  my  brigade, 
which  Was  in  reserve  during  the  first  engagement 
described  above,  had,  under  instnicti<m  of  CoL 
Hazen,  moved  to  the  fix>nt  on  the  left  of  the  rail- 
road, and  taken  up  a  position  at  right  angles  with 
the  railroad,  where  they  fought  splendidly  in  all 
the  actions  that  took  place  on  the  left  of  the  road. 
There  was  no  formidable  attack  made  upon  them, 
though  they  were  almost  constantly  under  fire 
of  greater  or  less  severity,  particularly  firom  shot 
and  shell,  and  suffered  quite  severely  in  killed 
and  wounded.  Lieut.  Morrison  Worthington,  of 
that  regiment,  was  killed  while  gallantly  sustain- 
ing his  men,  and  six  other  commissioned  officers, 
including  Major  Hammond,  were  wounded.  Thar 
operations  being  to  the  left  of  the  railrwad  and  in 
a  wood,  did  not  come  so  immediately  under  my 
personal  observation,  but  their  conduct,  firom  Col 
onel  Bartieson  down,  was  such  as  leaves  notliinc; 
to  be  desured.  The  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  baling 
now  been  over  three  hours  in  action,  and  the 
Twenty-sixth  Ohio  about  four  hours,  were  ex- 
hausted and  very  near  out  of  ammunition ;  i 
therefore  relieved  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  witii 
the  Fortieth  Indiana,  from  Col.  Wagner's  brigafte, 
and  the  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  was  relieved  by  the 
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rvenfy-third  Eentacky.  There  was  now  not 
more  tluui  an  hour  of  tho  day  left,  and  though 
the  eoemy  were  oonstantlj  manoeuvring  hi  our 
frcot,  DO  formidable  attaoL  was  made  upon  us 
except  with  artilleiy.  The  enemy  having  been 
th;^  seTeral  times  repulsed  from  Uieir  attack  on 
that  position,  seemed  satisfied  to  keep  at  a  re- 
spectful distance,  and  the  sun  set  upon  us  mas- 
ters of  die  situation. .  TVe  had  sustained  our- 
selves and  held  the  only  portion  of  tho  original 
liQe  of  battle  that  was  held  throughout  bj  any 
portioQ  of  our  army.  To  have  lost  this  position 
viKild  have  been  to  lose  everv  thing,  as  our  left 
would  then  have  been  turned  and  utter  rout  or 
capture  ineritable.  To  the  '*  fearless  spirits  who 
hazarded  and  lost  their  lives  on  this  consecrated 
spot,"  the  country  owes  a  deep  debt  of  gratitude. 
No  porer  patriot,  more  upright  man  and  devoted 
Christian  than  Colonel  McKee  of  the  Third  Ken- 
tucky, erer  ofiered  up  his  life  in  defence  of  his 
countrr. 

To  the  members  of  my  staff,  present  with  me 
in  the  ield,  Captain  £dmund  B.  Kerstetter,  As- 
EL^taot  Adjutant,  Lieut  James  R.'Hume,  Aid-de-. 
Camp,  aod  Lieut  James  R.  Warner,  Inspector- 
Gtoeral,  I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations. 
Thej  were  constantly  with  me  in  the  thidcest  of 
the  %ht,  ably  and  gidlantly  assisting  me  in  every 
v\T  possible.    My  escort  was  also  faithful  and 
efficient    With  Uie  exceptions  abready  alluded 
to,  all  of  us  were  so  fortunate  as  to  get  through 
iQscathed. 
The  casualties  in  the  brigade  were  as  follows : 
The  Third  Kentucky  went  into  action  with 
ihheen  offioers  and  three  hundred  enlisted  men, 
udlost: 

Killed.       Wounded.       Bflssing. 
'*«rs, 19.. 

Enlisted  men, 12  77  84 

The  Fifty-eighth  Indiana  went  into  action  with 
tnneteen  oMcers  and  three  htmdred  lind  eighty- 
^  enlisted  men,  and  lost : 


Oncers, , 

Ei^Iiated  men. 


KUed.       Wounded.       Ifiaslng. 
.      1  4 

16  91 


The  One  Hundredth  Illinois  went  into  action 
vith  tweoty-seven  officers  and  three  hundred  and 
lu&etj-four  enlisted  men,  and  lost : 


Killed.       Wonnded.       IfiMing. 
16.. 
6  83 


OS«rs, 

Kfiiisted  men, ..... 

The  Twenty-Bizth  Ohio  went  into  action  with 
t^hc  officers  and  tinree  hundred  and  seventy- 
(xff  enlisted  men,  and  lost : 


Killed.       Woanded.       lUtBlng. 
1  2 

9  77 


^fflfci^ 

*Blisted  men...... 

BSCAPrrULATIOK. 

The  brigade  went  into  action  with  seventy-one 
officers  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty- 
^  enlisted  men,  and  lost : 


Killed.       Woanded.       MiMlnf^ 

OflBcers, 4  21 

EnUsted  men, 42  278  84 

Total, 46  299  34 

Total  killed  and  missing  in  brigade, ...  .879 

For  more  minute  reports  of  the  parts  perform- 
ed by  the  different  regiments,  I  transmit  here- 
with their  respective  reports.  During  the  even- 
ing of  the  thirty-first  I  was  notified  that  in  con- 
sequence of  the  indisposition  of  Gen.  Wood  and  a 
wound  received  by  him  durine  the  day,  he  was 
niliered  of  the  command  of  the  division,  and  that 
the  same  would  devolve  upon  myself,  I  therefore 
turned  over  the  command  of  the  brigade  to  Col. 
Geo.  P.  Buell  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Indiana,  and  as- 
sumed  command  of  the  diyilion. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

MiLO  S.  Hascall, 

Bilgadler-Oeneral  Yolnnteen  Commanding  Brigade. 

£d.  R.  Eerstetter, 

Captain  and  A.A.O. 

GENERAL  WOODRUFFS  REPORT. 

HiAnQUAJKma  Thud  Bbioadb,  Fmar  Ditohos,        ) 
RiauT  Wixo,  FouRTBBiCTH  CORPS,  January  5.  ) 

To  Lieutenant  T,  W,  Morrison^  A.A.A.  G.  First 

Division : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  operations 
of  the  Third  brigade,  First  division,  of  the  right 
wing,  in  the  five  days*  battle  before  Murfrces- 
boro.  * 

This  brigade,  having  held  the  advanced  position 
on  Overall's  Greek  on  the  afternoon  and  night  of 
Monday,  December  twenty-ninth,  was  the  base  of 
formation  for  the  line  of  battle  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  thir- 
tieth, I  received  instructions  that  we  would  move 
forward  in  line  embattle,  and  was  directed  to  join 
my  left  with  Brig. -Gen.  Sill's  brigade,  holding  the 
right  of  the  Second  division,  under  Brig. -General 
Sheridan,  and  that  GoL  Garlin,  commanding  the 
Second  brigade  of  the  First  division,  would  con- 
nect his  line  with  my  right  This  brigade  was 
accordingly  formed  in  two  lines,  the  Thirty -fiflh 
Illinois  regiment,  Lieut. -Golonel  Ghandler,  on  the 
right ;  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  redment,  Gol.  T. 
D.  Williams  commanding,  on  the  left  in  the  first 
line  of  battle ;  and  the  Eighty-first  Indiana  regi- 
ment, Lieut -Gol.  Timberlake,  in  the  second  line 
in  reserve,  the  extreme  left  on  the  right  of  the 
turnpike.  The  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery  of  four 
guns,  Gapt  Garpenter  commanding,  being  placed 
in  the  interval  between  Brig. -Gen.  SilPs  right  and 
my  left  My  front  was  curtained  with  two  com- 
panies of  skirmishers  det;ailed  from  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  regiments,  under  the 
command  and  immediate  supervision  of  Major 
Mcllvain,  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  regiment 
The  command  to  my  right  and  left  were  formed 
in  the  same  manner.  We  moved  forward  on  the 
morning  of  Tuesday,  thirtieth,  at  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  halted  in  the  edge  of  a  large  cotton-field  im- 
mediately in  front  of  a  wood  running  parallel  with 
the  turnpike,  our  lines  facing  Murfireesboro,  which 
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w&s  in  a  south-east  directioD.    This  was  ahout 
eleven  o^clock  a.m. 

No  enemy  being  visible  in  our  front,  I  caused  a 
few  shells  to  be  thrown  into  the  woods  beyond, 
but  met  no  response.  The  topography  of  the 
country  on  this  line  and  in  my  front  was  a  cot- 
ton-field, which  we  then  occupied,  at  the  further 
edge  of  which  was  a  belt  or  strip  of  timber  ending 
at  a  corn-field  on  my  left  and  front,  and  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  Brig. -Gen.  SilFs  right  This  corn- 
field extended  to  a  narrow,  heavy  timbered  wood, 
bordered  by  a  rail  fence ;  1)eyond  this  timber  was 
a  corn-field  receding  toward  a  ravine  terminated 
by  a  bluf]^  woody  bank,  along  the  foot  of  which, 
in  the  ravine,  was  the  enemy^s  line  of  battle,  with 
its  supports  and  artillery  on  the  elevation.  We 
remained  in  position  until  about  three  o'clock  p.m., 
when  my  skirmishers  were  ordered  forward  to  oc- 
cupy the  belt  of  timber,  which  they  did.  Major 
Mcllvain,  who  was  in  command,  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  in  the  furthest 
wood  to  our  front  and  left,  and  desired  me  to  send 
him  a  further  supply  of  one  company,  which  was 
sent  him,  with  orders  to  press  their  skirmishers 
back.  The  skirmishing  soon  commenced  briskly, 
and  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance,  which 
it  did  in  admirable  order,  and  was  halted  in  the 
first  belt  of  timber.  Desiring  to  know  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy's  line  and  the  situation  of  their 
skirmishers,  1  proceeded  to  the  line  of  skirmishers 
to  assist  in  directing  their  movements  and  to  urge 
them  on,  and,  having  given  these  directions  m 
person,  returned  to  my  command  to  be  ready  to 
move  forward  to  their  support  The  wood  was  so 
thick  and  bushy  on  my  right  that  it  was  difficult 
to  see  further  than  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade, 
but  as  1  discovered  it  advancing  we  moved  for- 
ward also  to  protect  ite  flank.  Sheridan's  division 
had  halted  some  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear 
of  my  brigade,  his  line  of  skiritishers  joining  my 
line  of  battle.  At  this  juncture  my  skirmishers 
commenced  falling  back  rapidly,  and  I  endeavored 
to  get  the  officer  in  command  of  those  of  General 
Sheridan's  division  to  advance  to  their  support, 
as  those  of  my  brigade  had  not  only  driven  the 
enemy  from  my  front,  but  Gen.  Sill's  also,  but,  as 
he  had  no  orders  to  move  forward,  he  refused. 
The  emergency  being  imminent,  Colonel  Williams 
was  ordered  to  detach  the  left  company  of  his 
regiment  and  deploy  it  forward  as  skirmishers  to 
relieve  or  strengthen  those  engaged,  as  circum- 
stances might  require,  while  the  brigade  was  ad- 
vanced to  support  thenL  The  command  pressed 
forward  in  splendid  order,  and  soon  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  through  the 
woods  and  corn-fields  on  their  own  lines.  As  we 
were  now  £iir  in  advance  of  any  support  upon  the 
left,  1  deemed  it  advisable  to  halt  and  wait  for 
them  to  come  up,  and  therefore  took  position  in 
rear  of  the  rail  fence,  my  right  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  my  line  of  battle,  thereby  obtaining  an 
oblique  as  well  as  direct  fire,  but  the  space  to  be 
occupied  by  this  brigade  was  so  great  that  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana  regiment  was  ordered  up  to 
complete  my  line,  thereby  leaving  me  no  reserve. 
The  battery  was  placed  in  the  angle  of  the  fence 


to  protect  my  right  and  front  Shortly  sfler  taking 
this  position,  Brig. -General  Sill  joined  me  on  the 
left 

We  remained  in  position,  receiving  a  heaT?  fire; 
and  occasionally  replying  with  shell,  until  tovard 
night,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  artiDerV' 
fire,  apparently  on  the  right  of  GoL  Carlin's  bri- 
gade. This  discovering  their  battery,  and  mine 
being  in  good  range  and  position  to  enfilade  theirs, 
Capt  Carpenter  was  ordered  to  silence  their  bat- 
tery, which  he  did  in  handsome  style  in  about 
five  minutes.  An  attack  of  in&ntry  was  then 
made  from  the  same  point  on  Gol.  Carlin,  and  as 
their  lines  presented  the  same  advantage,  Capt 
Carpenter  again  opened  fire,  with,  such  terrific 
efiect  that  their  yells  of  pain,  terror,  and  anguish, 
as  our  shells  exploded  in  their  dense  ranks  c<>uVJ 
be  distinctly  heard  where  we  stood.  So  well  was 
the  battery  served  that  their  attack  ceased,  and 
darkness  closed  the  conflict 

We  slept  on  our  arms,  without  fires,  and  pr^ 
pared  for  the  battle  which  we  well  knew  would 
open  on  the  morrow.  During  the  nighf  we  dir 
covered  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  continued 
movement  of  troops,  which  led  me  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  were  massing  troops  on  our  ri£:hl 
which  information  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to 
my  immediate  superior,  Brig. -Gen.  Davis. 

As  soon  as  day  dawned  I  examined  the  line  of 
battle,  and  as  I  had  no  supports,  placed  ihvft 
pieces  in  battery  on  my  left,  and  pointed  out  to 
Brig. -General  Sill  the  weakness  of  the  line  at  this 
point,  and  requested  him  to  order  up  some  re^- 
ments  of  his  brigade,  held  in  reserve  to  8tren£:th<« 
his  right  and  protect  my  left,  feeling  certain  thit 
the  enemy  meditated  an  attack,  and  that  it  w  >uM 
be  made  at  that  place.  He  agreed  with  me,  ard 
immediately  ordered  up  two  regiments,  who  r^ 
mained  there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  rcsuiaei 
their  former  position  as  reserves.  Deeming  tb« 
knowledge  X)f  this  fact  of  paramount  importani*e, 
I  despatehed  a  stafi'-officer  to  Brig. -Gen.  Davis  t> 
give  him  the  information.  Afterwards  the  Orn- 
eral  informed  me  that  I  must  hold  the  position  l> 
best  I  could,  for  he  had  no  support  to  send  m«. 

Almost  simulteneously  with  the  withdrawal  of 
the  reserves  ordered  up  by  Brig. -General  Sill  th^ 
enemy  made  their  attack  in  five  heavy  line%  an* 
we  were  immediately  engaged.  Capt  Carpenter^ 
battery  opened  upon  them  with  terrific  effect  with 
grape  and  canister,  and  they  were  roowe<I  d<^«r. 
as  grass  beneath  the  sickle,  while  the  infantry 
poured  in  a  well-directed  and  very  destructive  lir^- 
Sheltered  by  the  rail  fence,  they  were  partix  y 
protected,  and  fired  with  the  coolness  of  vetenrc 
As  soon  as  the  battle  became  general,  the  Tw;?r.- 
ty-fourth  Wisconsin,  which  joined  my  left,  z»Te 
way,  leaving  my  battery  and  left  flank  eipo>t'd 
to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  finally  succeeded  in  ril- 
lying  them  as  a  reserve.  At  this  moment  tht 
right  of  Brig, -General  Sill's  brigade  coramenct%li^ 
swing  to  the  rear,  and  Col.  Carlin*s  was  discov- 
ered falling  steadily  back.  I  then  receiveii  orlerj 
to  take  position  to  the  rear  some  three  hundn<i 
yard.s,  in  the  belt  of  timber.  I  informed  the  statf 
officer  who  brought  the  order  that  we  could  main 
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tain  oar  position  if  sapported  He  said  the  order 
WAS  peremptorf,  and  I  hastened  to  execute  it, 
but  Dot  until  I  was  flanked  both  on  the  right  and 
led 

The  brigade  mored  to  the  rear  in  good  order, 
uid  halted  on  the  new  line,  but  the  right  and  left 
continued  the  march,  and,  being  severely  pressed, 
we  made  a  rigorous  charge  and  drove  the  enemj 
back  in  our  front,  but,  strange  to  say,  not  only 
carried  oar  point  but  swung  the  enemy's  lines 
Qpnn  right  and  lift  with  it  Had  we  been  sup- 
ported here  they  would  have  been  routed ;  as  it 
was  ve  regainea  our  position  occupied  when  the 
battle  opened,  but  could  hold  it  but  a  moment 
rben  we  were  forced  to  yield  to  superior  num- 
bers,  and  steadily  fell  back  to  the  ground  from 
which  the  charge  was  first  made.  From  this 
point  we  charged  a  second  time,  compelling  the 
toemy  to  yield  ground,  but  our  anmiunition  be- 
^nning  to  Ikil,  and  no  wagons  to  be  found  fri>m 
which  to  replenish  the  stock,  the  brigade  was  or- 
drred  to  hold  its  position  as  best  it  could,  and  if 
P't^sed  too  hard  to  fall  steadUy  back  until  the 
Wtterr  could  be  got  into  position  to  protect  their 
Qorements  across  the  open  cotton-field. 

I  placed  the  httttery  in  position,  and  gave  the 
^■ffiitr  in  command.  Sergeant  Germain,  directions 
where  to  fire,  pointing  out  to  him  the  position  of 
ti^e  brigade,  and  what  he  was  required  to  do. 

The  ammunition  of  the  regiment  now  entirely 
^1io^  and  a  perfect  rout  appearing  to  have  taken 
place,  the  br^;ade  fell  back  to  the  ground  occu- 
Pi^^bythem  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday.  At 
this  time  the  whole  wing  was  in  the  utmost  Con- 
xion, and  I  used  every  endeavor  to  rally  and 
organize  theui,  but  without  avail.  There  seemed 
to  he  no  fear,  no  panic,  but  a  stolid  indifierence 
Qfoccoantable ;  officers  and  men  passed  to  the 
^w,  nor  words  nor  exhortations  could  prevent 
tiitai. 

h  three  different  positions  I  used  ev^  exer- 
tion to  re-form  our  lines,  but  it  became  impossi- 
^ie.  Reaching  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  a  stampede 
^  panic  commenced  in  the  wagon-train,  but,  suc- 
Anling  in  getting  a  regiment  across  the  road,  it 
*&^  stopped,  and  by  a  rigorous  charge  of  cavalry 
a^ed  from  the  enemy. 

^e  were  then  placed  in  reserve  to  our  dirision 
i^  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  there  waited  in 
^iRoQs  expectation  to  make  or  repel  an  attack 
'"'til  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  or- 
^i^  to  move  in  double-quick  to  the  extreme  left 
f^  -^pport  the  diTision,  which  was  being  driven 
io  by  the  enemy ;  and,  although  fatigued  and 
*^  out  from  want  of  nleep  and  exposure  to  rain, 
"^ithoat  tents  or  blankets,  for  seven  days,  two 
<^y<  of  which  time  we  had  nothing  to  eat  but 
f^hed  com,  the  command  with  yells  of  joy  rush- 
«il  forward,  and,  after  fording  the  river  three  times, 
P<^>hed  the  enemy  bade  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
tU  ground  being  covered  with  rebel  dead  and 
Wounded.  We  went  into  position  about  two 
^Qtf>  from  the  lord  and  on  the  extreme  left.  Dur^ 
JTiz  tlie  night  we  threw  up  an  abattis  of  rails,  and 
I^yon  our  arms  without  fires  in  a  drenching 
taitL 


The  next  morning  (Saturday,  January  third) 
we  expected  an  attack,  but  none  occurred  during 
the  day.  That  night  we  changed  position  to  the 
right  again,  nothing  but  picket  skirmishing  hav- 
ing occurred  during  the  day.  When  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturdajr  passed  without  an  attack,  I  be- 
came satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the  enemy 
were  evacuating  Murfreesboro,  and  so  expressed  it 

I  cannot  spc»ak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  officers  ana  men  under  my  com- 
mand. If  indomitable  daring,  cool  courage,  and 
invincible  bravery  in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of 
such  a  battle,  when  all  space  seemed  to  be  occu- 
pied by  some  deadly  missile,  amid  carnage  and 
noise,  be  any  proof  of  heroism,  they  certainly  pos- 
sess it  Many  instances  of  personal  daring  and 
feats  of  individual  prowess  were  visibly  perform- 
ed, but  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  subor- 
dinate commanders  for  names  and  instances. 

To  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  and  the  Eighth  Wiscon- 
sin battery  I  owe  especial  thanks  for  the  deter- 
mined bravery  and  chivalric  heroism  they  erinced 
throughout  Also  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  a  new  regiment  It  was  the 
first  time  they  were  under  fire,  and  with  but  few 
exceptions,  they  manfully  fronted  the  storm  of 
battle,  and  gave  earnest  proof  of  what  may  here- 
after be  expected  of  them.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Chandler,  commanding 
the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  whose  cool,  steady  cour- 
age, admirable  deportment,  and  skilful  manage- 
ment evinced  the  soldier  true  and  tried,  and  who 
at  all  times  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  he 
holds.  Major  Mcllvain  of  the  same  regiment,  who 
had  the  superrision  of  skirmishers,  I  cannot  praise 
too  much.  His  good  judgment  and  skilful  hand- 
ling elicited  encomiums  of  well-merited  compli- 
ments at  all  timeb.  He  was  cool,  determined,  and 
persevering. 

Lieut -Colonel  Timberlake  and  Major 'Wood- 
bury, of  the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  displayed  manly 
courage,  and  held  their  regiment  firm  and  steady 
under  a  heavy  fire.  For  officers  young  in  the 
service,  their  efibrts  are  worthy  of  imitation. 

Captain  W.  Taggert,  who  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  regiment, 
behaved  as  a  soldier  should  everywhere — efficient 
and  ever  ready  to  execute  orders. 

First  Sergeant  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery 
merits  much  praise  for  the  cool,  skilful,  and  de- 
termined manner  he  served  his  battery  after  he 
succeeded  to  the  command. 

To  my  staff— Captain  George  Austin,  A.  A.A.G., 
Captun  A.  C.  .Keyes,  Lieutenant  C.  P.  Ford, 
Lieutenant  John  F.  Isom,  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Mc- 
Chesney,  and  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Parks— I  owe  es- 
pecial thanks  for  the  manner  they  served  upon 
the  field,  conveying  my  orders  wherever  required 
through  <  hail-storm  of  shot,  shells,  and  bullets, 
regardless  of  all  save  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  During  the  conflict,  it  being  necessary,  in 
the  absence  of  staff-officers  on  duty,  to  make  use 
of  orderlies  to  Bupply  their  places,  in  connection 
herewith  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 


122 


BEBSLUON  RECORD,  1862-6S. 


was  in  a  soutii-east  directioD.    This  was  about 
eleven  o'clock  a.il 

No  enemy  being  visible  in  our  front,  I  caused  a 
few  shells  to  be  Uirown  into  the  woods  beyond, 
but  met  no  response.  The  topography  of  the 
country  on  this  line  and  in  my  front  was  a  cot- 
ton-field, which  we  then  occupied,  at  the  further 
edge  of  which  was  a  belt  or  strip  of  timber  ending 
at  a  corn-field  on  my  left  and  front,  and  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  Brig. -Gen.  SilVs  right  This  corn- 
field extended  to  a  narrow,  heavy  timbered  wood, 
bordered  by  a  rail  fence ;  ^eyond  this  timber  was 
a  corn-field  receding  toward  a  ravine  terminated 
by  a  bluff,  woody  bank,  along  the  foot  of  which, 
in  the  ravine,  was  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  with 
its  supports  and  artillery  on  the  elevation.  We 
remained  in  position  until  about  three  o'clock  p.m., 
when  my  skirmishers  were  ordered  forward  to  oc- 
cupy the  belt  of  timber,  which  they  did.  Major 
Mcllvain,  who  was  in  command,  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  in  the  furthest 
wood  to  our  front  and  left,  and  desired  me  to  send 
him  a  further  supply  of  one  company,  which  was 
sent  him,  with  orders  to  press  their  skirmishers 
back.  The  skirmishing  soon  commenced  briskly, 
and  my  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance,  which 
it  did  in  admirable  order,  and  was  halted  in  the 
first  belt  of  timber.  Desiring  to  know  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy's  line  and  the  situation  of  their 
skirmishers,  I  proceeded  to  the  line  of  skirmishers 
to  assist  in  directing  their  movements  and  to  urge 
them  on,  and,  having  given  these  directions  in 
person,  returned  to  my  command  to  be  ready  to 
move  forward  to  their  support  The  wood  was  so 
thick  and  bushy  on  my  right  that  it  was  difficult 
to  see  further  than  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade, 
but  as  I  discovered  it  advancing  we  moved  for- 
ward also  to  protect  its  flank.  Sheridan's  division 
had  halted  some  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear 
of  my  brigade,  his  line  of  skintishers  joining  my 
line  of  battle.  At  this  juncture  my  skirmishers 
commenced  falling  back  rapidly,  and  I  endeavored 
to  get  the  officer  in  command  of  those  of  General 
Sheridan's  division  to  advance  to  their  support, 
as  those  of  my  brigade  had  not  only  driven  the 
enemy  from  my  front,  but  Gen.  Sill's  also,  but,  as 
he  had  xio  orders  to  move  forward,  he  refused. 
The  emergency  being  imminent,  Colonel  Williams 
was  ordered  to  detach  the  lefl  company  of  his 
regiment  and  deploy  it  forward  as  skirmishers  to 
relieve  or  strengthen  those  engaged,  as  circum- 
stances might  require,  while  the  brigade  was  ad- 
vanced to  support  them.  The  command  pressed 
forward  in  splendid  order,  and  soon  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  through  the 
woods  and  corn-fields  on  their  own  lines.  As  we 
were  now  far  in  advance  of  any  support  upon  the 
left,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  halt  and  wait  for 
them  to  come  up,  and  therefore  took  position  in 
rear  of  the  rail  fence,  my  right  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  my  line  of  battle,  thereby  obtaining  an 
oblique  as  well  as  direct  fire,  but  the  space  to  be 
occupied  by  this  brigade  was  so  great  that  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana  regiment  was  ordered  up  to 
complete  my  line,  thereby  leaving  me  no  reserve. 
The  battery  was  pUced  in  the  angle  of  the  fence 


to  protect  my  right  and  front  Shortly  after  takii^ 
this  position,  Brig.-General  Sill  joined  me  on  the 
left 

We  remained  in  position,  receiving  a  heavy  fire, 
and  occasionally  replying  with  shell,  until  toward 
night,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  artillery- 
fire,  apparently  on  the  right  of  CoL  Carlin's  bri- 
gade. This  discovering  their  battery,  and  mm 
being  in  good  range  and  position  to  enfilade  theirs, 
Capt  Carpenter  was  ordered  to  silence  their  bat- 
tery, which  he  did  in  handsome  style  in  a)>out 
five  minutes.  An  attack  of  infiintry  was  theo 
made  from  the  same  point  on  Col.  Oarlin,  and  ss 
their  lines  presented  the  same  advantage.  Capt 
Carpenter  again  opened  fire,  with,  such  terrific 
effect  that  their  yells  of  pain,  terror,  and  anguish, 
as  our  shells  exploded  in  their  dense  ranks,  could  ' 
be  distinctly  heard  where  we  stood.  So  well  was 
the  battery  served  that  their  attack  ceased,  and  ' 
darkness  closed  the  conflict 

We  slept  on  our  arms,  without  fires,  and  pre-  ' 
pared  for  the  battle  which  we  well  knew  would  ! 
open  on  the  morrow.  During  the  nighf  we  dis- 
covered what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  continued 
movement  of  troops,  which  led  me  to  believe  tbat 
the  enemy  were  massing  troops  on  our  right, 
which  information  I  had  the  honor  to  report  t) 
my  immediate  superior.  Brig. -Gen.  Davis. 

As  soon  as  day  dawned  I  examined  the  line  of  ' 
battle,  and  as  I  had  no  supports,  placed  ihrnt 
pieces  in  battery  on  my  left,  and  pointed  out  t»  ■' 
Brig. -General  Sill  the  weakness  of  the  line  at  tbis  . 
point,  and  requested  him  to  order  up  some  regi-  i 
ments  of  his  brigade,  held  in  reserve  to  strengthea  ii 
his  right  and  protect  my  left,  feeling  certain  thai  ■ 
the  enemy  meditated  an  attack,  and  that  it  woull 
be  made  at  that  place.  He  agreed  with  me,  and  ' 
immediately  ordered  up  two  regiments,  who  t^  .i 
mained  there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  resumel  y 
their  former  position  as  reserves.  Deeming  th»  ' 
knowledge  of  this  fact  of  paramount  importanci^ 
I  despatched  a  stafi*-offlcer  to  Brig.-Gen.  Davis  t»*' 
give  him  the  information.  Afterwards  the  Geo*  i 
eral  informed  me  that  I  must  hold  the  position  a4  i 
best  I  could,  for  he  had  no  support  to  send  me. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  withdrawal  i/, 
the  reserves  ordered  up  by  Brig.-General  Sill  tbi- 
enemy  made  their  attack  in  five  heavy  lines^  *oil 
we  were  immediately  engaged.  Capt  Carpeoter'i 
battery  opened  upon  them  with  terrific  effect  witll, 
grape  and  canister,  and  they  were  mowed  d«>wa 
as  grass  beneath  the  sickle,  while  the  infanrrf 
poured  in  a  well-directed  and  very  destructive  tir^ 
Sheltered  by  the  rail  fence,  they  were  portiiilly 
protected,  and  fired  with  the  coolness  of  veterans^ 
As  soon  as  the  battle  became  general,  the  TweiK 
ty-fourth  Wisconsin,  which  joined  my  left,  jrat* 
way,  leaving  my  battery  and  left  flank  expu^at 
to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  finally  succeeded  in  ral- 
lying them  as  a  reserve.  At  this  moment  thl 
right  of  Brig. -General  Sill's  brigade  commenced  It 
swing  to  the  rear,  and  CoL  Carlin's  vras  di^^TOf^ 
ered  falling  steadily  back.  I  then  rcceiveil  orden 
to  take  position  to  the  rear  some  three  hundrqi 
yards,  in  the  belt  of  timber.  I  informed  the  staff 
officer  who  brought  the  order  that  we  could  maifr 


BOCUMEKTS. 


123 


tain  our  position  if  sapporied.  He  said  the  order 
vfis  peremptory,  and  I  hastened  to  execute  it, 
bat  Dot  until  I  was  flanked  both  on  the  right  and 
led 

The  brigade  mored  to  the  rear  in  good  order, 
and  halted  on  the  new  line,  but  the  right  and  left 
omdnued  the  march,  and,  being  severely  pressed, 
we  made  a  yigorous  charge  and  drove  the  enemy 
hack  in  our  front,  but,  strange  to  say,  not  only 
carried  our  point  but  swung  the  enemy^s  lines 
upon  right  and  lift  with  it  Had  we  been  sup- 
ported here  they  would  have  been  routed ;  as  it 
ns  we  regainea  our  position  occupied  when  the 
botle  opened,  but  could  hold  it  but  a  moment 
when  we  were  forced  to  yield  to  superior  num- 
bere,  and  steadily  fell  back  to  the  ground  from 
which  the  charge  was  first  made.  From  this 
point  we  diarged  a  second  time,  compelling  the 
enemy  to  yield  ground,  but  our  ammunition  be- 
ginning to  fail,  and  no  wagons  to  be  found  fix>m 
tblch  to  replenish  the  stock,  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered to  hold  its  position  as  best  it  could,  and  if 
pressed  too  hard  to  fall  steadUy  back  until  the 
Uttery  could  be  got  into  position  to  protect  their 
norements  across  the  open  cotton-field. 

1  placed  the  battery  in  position,  and  gave  the 
offieer  in  command.  Sergeant  Qermain,  directions 
where  to  fire,  pointing  out  to  him  the  position  of 
the  brigade,  and  what  he  was  required  to  do. 

The  ammunition  of  the  regiment  now  entirely 
ftning,  and  a  perfect  rout  appearing  to  have  taken 
pbce,  the  brigade  fell  bade  to  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  them  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday.  At 
tbi^  time  the  whole  wing  was  in  the  utmost  con- 
cision, and  I  used  every  endeavor  to  rally  and 
crganise  them,  but  without  avail.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  fear,  no  panic,  but  a  stolid  indifference 
iiBacconntable ;  officers  and  men  passed  to  the 
rear,  nor  words  nor  exhortations  could  prevent 

^  In  three  different  positions  I  used  ev^ry  exer- 
l3(m  to  re-form  our  lines,  but  it  became  impossi- 
UeL  Reaching  the  Murfireesboro  pike,  a  stampede 
or  panic  commenced  in  the  wagon-tndn,  but,  suc- 
ee^ing  in  getting  a  regiment  across  the  road,  it 
*as  stopped,  and  by  a  vigorous  charge  of  cavalry 
•ived  fn9m  ihe  enemy. 

We  were  then  placed  in  reserve  to  our  division 
ibng  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  there  waited  in 
iaxious  expectation  to  make  or  repel  an  attack 
ttktil  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  or- 
dered to  move  in  double-quick  to  the  extreme  left 
to  support  the  division,  which  was  being  driven 
h  by  the  enemy;  and,  although  fatigued  and 
vom  out  from  want  of  sleep  and  exposure  to  rain, 
without  tents  or  blankets,  for  seven  days,  two 
days  of  which  time  we  had  nothing  to  eat  but 
pvcbed  com,  the  command  with  yells  of  joy  rush- 
ed forward,  and,  after  fording  the  river  three  times, 
^Qjthed  the  enemy  back  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
the  ground  being  covered  with  rebel  dead  and 
iPMindod.     We  went  into  position  about  two 
Woks  from  the  ford  and  on  the  extreme  left  Dur- 
ing the  night  we  threw  up  an  abattis  of  rails,  and 
livoQ  oar  arms  without  fires  in  a  drenching 
nin. 


The  next  morning  (Saturday,  January  third) 
we  expected  an  attadc,  but  none  occurred  during 
the  day.  That  night  we  changed  position  to  the 
right  again,  nothing  but  picket  skirmishing  hav- 
ing occurred  during  the  day.  When  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  passed  without  an  attack,  I  be- 
came satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the  enemy 
were  evacuating  Murfreesboro,  and  so  expressed  it. 
I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand. If  indomitable  daring,  cool  courage,  and 
invincible  bravery  in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of 
such  a  battle,  when  all  space  seemed  to  be  occu- 
pied by  some  deadly  missile,  amid  carnage  and 
noise,  be  any  proof  of  heroism,  they  certainly  pos- 
sess it  Many  instances  of  personal  daring  and 
feats  of  individual  prowess  were  visibly  perform- 
ed, but  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  subor- 
dinate commanders  for  names  and  instances. 

To  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  and  the  Eighth  Wiscon- 
sin battery  I  owe  especial  thanks  for  the  deter- 
mined bravery  and  chivalric  heroism  they  evinced 
throughout  Also  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  a  new  regiment  It  was  the 
first  time  they  were  under  fire,  and  with  but  few 
exceptions,  they  manfully  fronted  the  storm  of 
battle,  and  gave  earnest  proof  of  what  may  here- 
after be  expected  of  them.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieut -Colonel  Chandler,  commanding 
the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  whose  cool,  steady  cour- 
age, admirable  deportment,  and  skilful  manage- 
ment evinced  the  soldier  true  and  tried,  and  who 
at  all  times  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  he 
holds.  Major  Mcllvain  of  the  same  regiment,  who 
had  the  supervision  of  skirmishers,  I  cannot  praise 
too  much.  His  good  judgment  and  skilful  hand- 
ling elicited  encomiums  of  well-merited  compli- 
ments at  all  timeb.  He  was  cool,  determined,  and 
persevering. 

Lieut -Colonel  Timberlake  and  Major 'Wood- 
bury, of  the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  displayed  manly 
courage,  and  held  their  regiment  firm  and  steady 
under  a  heavy  fire.  For  officers  young  in  the 
service,  their  efforts  are  worthy  of  imitation. 

Captain  W.  Taggert,  who  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  regiment, 
behaved  as  a  soldier  should  everywhere— efficient 
and  ever  ready  to  execute  orders. 

First  Sergeant  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery 
merits  much  praise  for  the  cool,  skilful,  and  de- 
termined manner  he  served  his  battery  after  he 
succeeded  to  the  command. 

To  my  staff-— Captain  Geoige  Austin,  A.  A.A.G., 
Captain  A.  C.  .Keyes,  Lieutenant  C.  P.  Ford^ 
Lieutenant  John  F.  Isom,  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Mc- 
Chesney,  and  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Parks— I  owe  es- 
pecial thanks  for  the  manner  they  served  upon 
the  field,  conveying  my  orders  wherever  required 
through  <  hail-storm  of  shot,  shells,  and  bullets, 
regardless  of  all  save  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  During  the  conflict,  it  being  necessary,  in 
the  absence  of  staff-officers  on  duty,  to  make  use 
of  orderlies  to  supply  their  places,  in  connection 
herewith  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
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brare  conduct  of  orderlies  A.  T.  Freeman  and 
Abijah  Lee  of  my  escort 

Amid  the  glorious  results  of  a  battle  won,  it 
gives  me  pain  to  record  the  names  of  the  gallant 
men  who  offered  up  their  lires  on  the  altar  of  their 
country.  But  we  must  drop  the  tear  of  sorrow 
o*er  their  resting-places  and  offer  our  heartfelt 
sympathies  to  their  relatires  and  friends,  trusting 
that  God  will  care  for  them  and  soothe  their  al^ 
flictions.  And  while  we  remember  the  noble 
dead,  let  us  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  the  gallant 
Colonel  T.  D.  Williams,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  regi- 
ment, who  died  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 
He  fell  with  his  regimental  colors  in  his  han^ 
exclaiming :  "  We  will  plant  it  here,  boys,  and 
rally  the  old  Twenty-fifth  around  it,  and  here  we 
will  die."  Such  conduct  is  aboy»all  praise,  and 
words  can  paint  no  eulogiums  worthy  of  the  sub- 
ject. And  here,  too,  let  me  call  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Carpenter,  of  the  Eighth  Wis- 
consin battery,  who  fell  gallantly  serving  his  guns 
until  the  enemy  were  within  a  few  yards  of  tiieir 
muzzles.  He  died,  as  a  soldier  would  wish  to 
die,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  in  the  smoke  and  din 
of  battla  The  casualties  of  the  command  are 
small  in  comparison  to  the  fire  they  received  and 
the  service  done. 

The  Thirty -fifth  Illinois  lost  two  commissioned 
officers  wounded,  eight  privates  killed,  forty-nine 
wounded,  and  thirty-two  missing.  The  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois,  one  commissioned  officer  killed  and 
three  wounded;  fourteen  privates  killed,  sixty- 
nine  wounded,  and  thirty-five  missing.  The 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  two  commissioned  officers 
killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  missing ;  three  pri- 
vates killed,  forty  wounded,  and  thirty-nine  miss- 
ing. The  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery,  one  com- 
missioned officer  killed,  four  privates  wounded, 
and  nineteen  missing.  Total — ^four  commissioned 
officers  killed,  seven  wounded,  and  one  missing ; 
privates,  twenty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-two wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  missing.  Aggregate — killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  tlu«e  hundred  and  twenty-four. 

I  hope  a  portion  of  those  missing  may  yet  re- 
turn, as  all  cannot  have  been  made  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  report  to 
your  consideration,  and  remain,  dear  sir, 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

W.  E.  Woodruff, 

Commanding  Brigade. 
REPORT  OF  ACTING  GENERAL  HAZEN. 

HBADQITAKTBBS  NlHRBKITn  BUQADB.  ArMT  Of  THB 

CnMBBHLurD,  Sbcoiid  Brioadb,  Sbcovd  Ditisioh, 
Lsrr  Wno,  in  Camp  nbab  UouruMwaoma.  Tkhx., 

January  6,  1868. 

Aanstant  Adjutant- General   Fourth  Bivinon^ 

Army  of  the  Cumberland^  Second  Brigade^ 

Second  Division,  Left  Wing: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  operations  of  troops  under  my  TX)mmand 
since  leaving  Nashville,  December  twenty-sixth, 
1802: 

The  Nineteenth  brigade,  which  I  have  com- 
manded since  its  organization  in  January,  1863, 
is  now  composed  as  follows : 


The  Sixth  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  CoL 
Walter  C,  Whitaker. 

The  Ninth  Indiana  volunteer  in&ntry.  Colonel 
Wm.  H.  Blake. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  Toluntecr 
infantry,  Colonel  Thomas  S.  Casey. 

The  Forty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Aquila  Wiley  commanding. 
— and  on  leaving  Nashville  numbered  an  efiert- 
ive  aggregate  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  &nd 
ninety-one  officers  and  men.    ^ 

Being  summoned  before  the  commission  then 
sitting  for  the  investigation  of  the  official  course 
of  Ma^or-Gen.  D.  C,  Buell,  I  did  not  until  even- 
ing jom  the  brigade,  which  had  marched  to  with- 
in two  miles  of  La  Yergne.  Just  upon  my  arriril 
two  r^ments  of  the  brigade  had  been  thrown 
forward  to  the  right  of  the  road  into  a  den<e 
cedar  brake ;  and,  as  the  temporary  commanitr 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  throw  forward  ski:* 
mishers,  the  flank  was  marched  upon  a  force  of 
the  enemy,  who,  firing  from  cover  upon  the  \mA 
of  the  column,  killed  one  of  the  Ninth  Indlini, 
wounded  another,  and  wounded  two  of  the  Sixlb 
Kentucky. 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  December  twenty-seventh 
I  was  ordered  to  proceed,  via  the  Jefferson  pike, 
to  Stuart's  Creek,  and  save,  if  possible,  the  bridgt 
crossing  it.  Ninety  mpn  of  the  Fourth  Miclii^n 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Maxey,  were  sent  to  il^ 
whom  I  placed  under  chaise  qf  my  Assistant  b- 
spcctor-General,  Captain  James  McCleery,  Fortr- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  with  directions  to  keep  nie 
thoroughly  informed  of  all  that  transpired  in 
front,  and  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  the  enimy 
was  started  to  the  rear,  to  put  spurs  to  his  tr<»^)p 
and  not  slacken  rein  until  the  bridge  was  cn>&<e<l 
The  distance  did  not  exceed  five  miles,  and  by 
disposing  flankers  for  perfect  security,  and  urginc; 
the  infantry  and  artillery  to  their  fullest  speo<i,  I 
was  enabled  to  keep  within  supporting  distA[u'« 
all  the  time.  The  enemy  was  met  three  miles 
from  the  bridge,  and  by  closely  following  loy  di- 
rections, a  steeple-chase  was  made  of  the  wiu«!c 
affiiir — the  rebel  force  amounting  to  full  fivt  tj 
our  one  by  the  time  the  bridge  was  reaehc<i 
They  formed  upon  the  opposite  side,  but  wer; 
soon  dispersed  by  a  few  discharges  from  our  ar- 
tillery. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  one  cavalryman  woundrl 
and  two  taken  by  the  enemy.  We  took  ur. 
prisoners,  one  of  them  an  officer,  and  killed  <m 
officer  and  several  men. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Capt  Mo- 
Cleery,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  Mascv,  of  ih^' 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  for  spirit  and  daring  ir 
this  affair.  On  reaching  the  bridge  my  little  i*r- 
ty  was  upon  the  heels  of  the  fugitives,  and  bil 
they  been  armed  with  sabres  instead  of  rifles  ^y 
slashing  upon  their  rear  the  rout  must  hare  \^i^ 
pushed  to  a  panic. 

On  the  twenty -ninth  I  was  ordered  acroi»  to 
the  Murfreesboro  and  Nashville  pike,  and  joinir; 
the  division,  propeeded  to  within  three  mile^  «'f 
Murfreesboro.  On  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  front  line  to  relieTi 
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the  Tenth  brigade^  This  position  we  held  when 
the  gen|ral  action  of  the  thirty-first  commenced, 
and  descrres  special  notice. 

It  was  in  a  cotton-field  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Murfreesb(»o,  on  the  place  of  Mr.  Cowan, 
the  line  bciog  at  right  angles  with  the  Marfrees* 
boro  and  Nashyille  pike,  the  left  resting  on  it, 
and  at  a  point  about  three  hundred  yards  toward 
Nishrille  from  its  intersection  with  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  The  railroad  and 
pike  cross  at  this  point  at  a  sharp  angle;  The 
portion  was  utterly  untenable,  being  commanded 
by  ground  in  aH  directions  with  covers  of  wood, 
euknkment  and  palisading,  at  good  musket- 
nnge,  la  front,  right  and  left  My  brigade  was 
^med  in  two  lines,  the  right  resting,  against  a 
skirt  of  wood,  which,  widening  and  eirtending  to 
the  right,  gave  <x)ncealment  to  the  Twenty-second 
brigade,  which  was  adjacent  to  mine,  and  farther 
00.  to  the  entire  division  of  Negley.  On  the  lefl 
of  the  pike  was  Wagnor's  brigade  of  Wood's  di* 
rlsion. 

The  Sixth  Eentudcy  and  Forl^-first  Ohio  were 
in  the  front  line — the  Sixth  Kentucky  on  the 
right,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio  on  the  lefl  The 
Ninth  Indiana  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illi- 
nois were  in  ^the  second  line — the  Ninth  on  the 
right,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  on  the 
kit' 

A  fierce  battle  had  commenced  at  daylight  on 
our  right,  and  pn^ressed  with  ominous  changes 
of  pointion  till  about  half-past  eight  a.m.,  when  it 
could  be  no  longer  doubted  that  our  entire  right 
Tas  being  driven  around  in  the  rear,  to  a  position 
ccaHv  at  right  angles  to  its  proper  line.  At  this 
a^cment  auflkority  was  given  to  move  forward  to 
s<ize  the  commanding  positions  in  front,  and  the 
bami  bouse  of  Mr.  Cowan.  The  Kne  advanced 
iboQt  twenty  yards,  when  orders  were  given  to 
^  to  the  rear,  the  necessity  for  which  was  ap- 
pv^t,  the  enemy  by  this  time  having  pushed 
&nrard  quite  to  our  rear.  He,  at  the  same  time, 
^e  coTer  over  the  crest  in  front,  at  a  double- 
<liick,  in  two  Imes. 

I  &ced  my  two  right  regiments  to  the  rear, 
tn'l  moving  them  into«the  skirt  of  the  wood  com- 
menced to  engage  in  that  direction.  My  two  left 
regiments  were  retired  about  fifty  yards,  and 
ffiuved  to  the  left  of  the  pike  to  take  cover  of  a 
%ht  crest,  and  engaged  to  the  front,  the  regi- 
ine&t  of  Colonel  Wavne^s  brigade  occup3ring  that 
P'jund  (Colonel  Blake^s  Fortieth  Indiana)  having 
l^en  much  to  the  rear  of  it 

The  enemy  had  by  this  time  taken  position 
ibout  the  burnt  house,  and  the  action  became  at 
Ey  position  terrific  The  efforts  of  the  enemy  to 
&rc«  back  my  front  and  cross  the  cotton-field  my 
^ps  bad  moved  out  of^  were  persistent,  and 
^Q%  defeated  only  by  the  most  unfiinching  de- 
t^nmoation  on  the  part  of  the  Forty-fiirst  Ohio 
volunteers,  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  lUuiois, 
to  bold  the  ground  to  the  last 
^  All  the  troops  of  General  Wood  posted  on  our 
*5Jl>  eicept  two  regiments  guarding  a  ford  some 
<ii stance  to  our  left  and  rear,  were  withdrawn  to 
reptl  the  assault  upon  the  right,  so  that  the  Nine- 


teenth brigade  was  the  extreme  left  of  the  army. 
Upon  this  point,  as  a  pivot,  the  whole  army  oscu- 
lated from  fix)nt  to  rear  the  entire  day. 

The  ammunition  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers was  nearly  ej^pended,  and  my  efforts  to  re- 
plenish were,  up  to  this  time,  fruitless.  I  des- 
patched word  to  the  rear  that  assistance  must  be 
given  or  we  must  be  sacrificed,  as  the  position  I 
eld  could  not  be  given  up,  and  gave  orders  to 
OoL  "Wiley  to  fix  his  bayonets,  and  to  Col.  Casey 
(without  bayonets)  to  club  his  guns  and  hold  the 
ground  at  all  hazards,  as  it  was  the  key  of  the 
whole  left  The  responses  satisfied  me  that  my 
orders  would  be  obeyed  so  long  as  any  of  those 
regiments  were  left  to  obey  them.  I  now  brought 
over  the  Ninth  Indiana  from  the  right,  and  imme- 
diately posted  it  to  relieve  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
volunteers.  It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  in  ad- 
vancing to  this  position  under  a  galling  fire,  a 
cannon-shot  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the 
Ninth  Indiana,  earring  death  wiUi  it,  and  the 
ranks  were  closed  without  checking  a  step.  The 
Forty-first  Ohio  retired  with  its  thinned  ranks  in 
as  good  order  as  on  parade,  cheering  for  the  cause 
and  crying  for  cartridges. 

*  A  few  mscharges  fx^m  the  fresh  regiments  suf- 
ficed to  completely  check  the  foe,  who  drew  out 
of  our  range,  and  at  half-past  nine  a  lull  and  rest 
came  acceptably  to  our  troops  upon  the  left,  the 
advance  upon  the  right  having  also  been  checked. 

At  about  ten  a.il  another  assault  was  made  by 
the  enemy  in  several  lin^  furiously  upon  our 
front,  they  succeeding  in  pushing  a  strong  column 
past  the  burnt  house,  covered  by  the  palisading, 
to  the  wood  occupied  by  the  Twenty-second  bri- 
gade and  the  Sixtn  Kentucky.  All  of  our  troops 
occupying  these  woods  now  fell  back,  exposing 
my  right  flank,  and  threatening  an  assault  from 
that  point  that  would  sweep  away  our  entire  left 
Gea  Palmer,  seeing  the  danger  and  knowing  the 
importance  of  this  position,  sent  the  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  Col.  Jones,  and  a  frag- 
ment of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  volunteers,  under 
Capt  Woodruff,  to  my  support  I  posted  these 
and  the  Forty-first  Ohio,  with  the  left  of  the  line 
resting  on  the  Ninth  Indiana,  and  extending  to 
the  right  and  rear,  so  as  to  face  the  advancing 
column.  It  was  a  place  of  great  danger,  and  our 
losses  here  were  heavy,  including  the  gallant  Col. 
Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  volunteers ;  but 
with  the  timely  assistance  of  Parson's  battery  the 
enemy  was  checked,  and  the  left  again  preserved 
from  what  appeared  certain  annihilation. ' 

The  enemy  now  took  cover  in  the  wood,  keep- 
ing up  so  destructive  a  fire  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  retire  behind  the  embankment  of  the  rail- 
road, which  only  required  the  swinging  te  the 
rear  my  right)  the  left  having  been  posted  upon 
it  when  the  action  commenced  in  the  morning. 
A  sharp  fire  was  kept  up  from  this  position  till 
about  two  P.M.,  when  another  assault  was  made 
upon  it  in  regular  lines,  supported  by  artillery  in 
force.  This  was  resisted  much  more  easily  than 
the  previous  ones,  there  being  now  a  large  force 
of  our  artillery  bearing  upon  this  point  The 
enemy  also  extended  his  hues  much  farther  to 
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the  left)  causing  something  of  a  diversion  of  our 
troops  in  that  direction.  The  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Bartleson,  was  sent  to  me  by  the 
General  commanding  the  army,  which  was  posted 
with  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  and 
Ninth  Indiana  in  line  to  the  front,  with  the  right 
resting  on  the  railroad.  Here,  with  a  German 
regiment,  (I  think  the  Second  Missouri,)  these 
troops  fought  the  remainder  of  the  day,  the  troops 
previously  occupying  this  position  retiring  on  the 
last  approach  of  the  enemy.  A  period  of  about 
one  hour  now  ensued,  with  but  little  infantry 
firing,  but  a  murderous  fire  of  shot  and  shell 
from  several  directions  was  rained  upon  the  posi- 
tion, which  was  covered  by  a  thick  growth  of 
timber.  A  portion  of  Wood^s  division  (now  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Hascall)  was  also  posted  in  these 
woods,  in  rear  of  my  troops. 

About  four  o^ clock  the  enemy  again  advanced 
upon  my  fit)nt  in  two  lines.  The  battle  had 
hushed,  and  the  dreadful  splendor  of  .this  ad- 
vance can  only  be  conceived,  as  all  description 
must  fall  vastly  short  His  right  was  even  with 
my  left,  and  his  left  was  lost  in  distance.  He 
advanced  steadily,  and,  as  it  seemed,  certainly  to 
victory.  I  sent  back  all  my  remaining  staff  suc- 
cessively to  ask  for  support,  and  braced  up  my 
own  lines  as  perfectly  as  possible.  The  SLxtn 
Kentucky  had  joined  in  fi*om  the  right  some  time 
previously,  and  was  posted  just  over  the  em- 
bankment of  the  railroad.  They  were  strength- 
ened by  such  fragments  of  troops  as  I  could  pick 
up,  until  a  good  line  was  formed  along  the  railroad 
track.  A  portion  of  Sheridan^s  division  was  also 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear  replenishing 
their  boxes.  A  portion  of  Gen.  Hascall's  troops 
were  on  the  right  of  the  railroad.  The  fire  of  the 
troops  was  held  until  the  enemy's  right  flank 
came  in  close  range,  when  a  single  volley  from 
my  men  was  sufficient  to  disperse  this  portion  of 
bis  line,  his  left  passing  far  around  to  our  right 
This  virtually  ended  the  fight  of  the  day.  My 
brigade  rested  where  it  had  fought — not  a  stone's 
throw  from  where  it  was  posted  in  the  morning— 
until  withdrawn  at  dawn  next  day. 

The  Sixth  Kentucky  was  not  under  my  imme- 
diate observation  from  the  first  assault  until  late 
in  the  day,  but  during  the  portion  of  the  time  it 
was  with  me—and  I  have  reason  to  believe  at  all 
other  times  —  it  fought  unflinchingly,  and  is  de- 
serving of  all  pri^ise.  It  repelled  three  assaults 
of  a  rebel  brigade  from  the  burnt  house,  endea- 
voring to  gain  the  woods^  and  only  retired  when 
ite  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Among  its  killed 
are  Lieut -Col.  Cotton  and  Capt  Todd,  men  pos- 
sessing in  the  highest  degree  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  their  brothers  in  arms,  and  who  will  be 
deeply  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois,  a  new 
regiment,  never  before  under  fire,  displayed  that 
fearless  courage  one  admires  in  veterans.  Their 
losses  from  artillery  were  heavy. 

The  Ninth  Indiana  and  Forty-first  Ohio  main- 
tained fully  their  well-known  reputation  for  per- 
fect discipline,  dauntless  courage,  and  general 
fighting  qualities.    Their  steadiness  under  fire 


was  incredible.     The  latter,  while  resting,  wu 
taken  by  its  commander,  without  orders^  to  repel 
an  assault  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  our  tnin, 
effecting  the  object  and  returning  to  its  position. 
The  casualties  of  this  day  were  as  follows: 

Officers  Bnliatcd  Men   ^t.^^,  -  . , 

Killed.  WoU  Killed.  Wo'd.  "*»^  ^"^ 

6th  Kentackj,...S          6  11          85         10        111 

9th  Indiana, 1          6  9           89         18        IlT 

110th  nitnois, 1          8  6          48         18         'S 

41pt  Ohio, 1           8  19           98          17        1^ 


Total,. 


.6        16  88         818         68        ei 


A  large  list  also  occurred  among  the  other 
troops  under  my  immediate  control  oo  the  field; 
but  they  will  be  reported  by  their  proper  brigad« 
commanders. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  comnand- 
ers  of  those  troops  (many  of  their  names  I  do  not 
know)  for  implicit  obedience  to  my  orders,  and  to 
Col.  Bartleson,  of  the  One  Hundredth  Qlinois,  {^>r 
valuable  services. 

To  the  officers  commanding  Foments  in  this 
brigade  too  much  consideration  cannot  be  given, 
both  by  their  commanding  generals  and  the  coun- 
try. Besides  the  actual  service  rendered  tbcir 
country  this  day,  such  heroic  and  daring  Ttlor 
justly  entitles  these  men  to  the  profound  respect 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  To  them  the  com- 
mander of  the  brigade  feels  that  he  owes  evert 
thing  this  day,  as  there  were  times  when  filter- 
ing on  their  part  would  have  beon  destruction  to 
the  lefi;  of  the  army.  He  owes  the  success  of 
this  day  not  only  to  proper  conduct  on  the  AeM, 
but  more  to  strict  obedience  to  orders  and  a 
manly  codperation  in  bringing  this  brigade  to  its 
present  high  state  of  discipline  and  efficiency, 
through  constant  care,  labor,  and  study  for  a 
period  of  over  twelve  months.  This  al(me  has 
produced  this  proud  result  To  Lieut-Colonel 
Suman,  also,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana,  twice  wound- 
ed, great  credit  is  due  for  gallantry. 

Capt  Cockerill,  battery  F,  First  Ohio  volunteer 
artillery,  showed,  as  he  always  has,  great  pa<6- 
ciency  as  an  artillery  officer.  He  was  a^  severely 
wounded.  Lieut  Osborne,  of  the  same  batten; 
being  at  the  rear  to  fill  his  caissons  when  the 
train  was  menaced,  turned  his  pieces  upon  the 
enemy,  and  greatly  assisted  in  dispersing  thetn- 
Lieut  Parsons,  of  the  Fourth  United  Sutes  artil- 
lery,  who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  near 
my  position  all  day,  is  also  deserving  of  the 
warmest  consideration  of  the  Government  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  his  battery  was  nu- 
noeuvred. 

To  my  staff,  al.so,  every  thing  can  be  said  n 
their  praise.  To  Major  R.  L.  Rimberly,  Forty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  Acting  Assistant  Adjuunt- 
General;  Lieuts.  William  M.  Beebe  and  L  1^ 
Atwood,  of  the  same  regiment,  aids-de-camix  »)i>i 
Captain  L.  A.  Cole,  Ninth  Indiana,  topograph h^- 
officer,  for  intelligently  carrying  my  orders  and 
assisting  in  posting  troops,  under  a  galling  fire, 
the  whole /day ;  to  Capt  James  BIcCIeery,  Fony- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  Acting  Inspector  Geoeral 
for  assisting  to  bring  forward  ammunition  evt-n 
after  being  wounded;  to  Harry  Morton,  SiitU 
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'Sentucky,   Tolunteer    aid-de-camp,    for    similar 

services ;'  to  Lieut.  F.  D.  Cobb,  Forty-first  Ohio 

voluntAera,  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 

for  intelligently  keeping  me  informed  of  what 

▼a<  transpiring  b^ond  my  immediate  vision — 

and  til  for  unqualified  brayery — ^are  deserving,  as 

they  have,  my  warmest  thanks  and  the  consider- 

tion  of  Goyemment. 

Dr.  M.  G.  Sherman,  Ninth  Indiana,  surgeon 
of  the  brigade*  was  Acting  Medioal  Director  of 
the  division,  and  removed  from  my  immediate 
notice ;  yet  I  have  reason  to  call  favorable  notice 
to  this  officer. 
Lieut.  J.  L.  Chilton,  Sixth  Kentucky,  Acting 
Brt^3de  Quartermaster  in  the  absence  of  Captain 
Joanson,  exercised  great  capacity  in  caring  for 
Lid  keeping  from  the  enemy  the  trains  of  the 
bri^de. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  General 
CBtnmanding  the  division  for  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  me  in  vesting  with  me  the  management 
of  so  important  a  portion  of  the  field. 

By  j^izing  the  little  crest  occupied  by  my  troops 
eirly  in  the  morning,  not  exceeding  two  feet  in 
br^ht,  and  later  the  railroad  embankment,  bun- 
dfti*  of  lives  were  saved,  the  strength  of  my 
bn^ade  doubled,  and  the  position  successfully 
bdd.  This  will  account  for  the  smaller  list  of 
ca^^alties  than  that  of  some  brigades  that  did 
ksf  tighting. 

I  am  happy  to  report,  with  some  twenty  miser- 
tMe  exceptions,  no  straggling  in  this  bri^de. 

The  casualties  of  my  peri&nnel  were  as  fol- 
hwi :  The  Colonel  commanding  the  brigade  was 
^l»ed  by  a  ball  upon  the  shoulder,  and  his 
Wm;  was  killed  ;  Captain  McCleery,  Forty-first 
Ohio  volunteers,  Acting  Inspector-General,  shot 
titfough  the  leg ;  First  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Beebe, 
Forty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  Aid-de-Camp,  wound- 
ed in  the  head  and  horse  shot ;  Captain  L.  A.  Cole 
Stxiih  Indiana,  topographical  officer,  wounded 
Aghtly  in  the  foot ;  Orderly  Deaderick,  Sergeant 
Fourth  Kentucky  cavalry,  mortally  wounded  and 
hoFse  shot,  and  Bugler  Leaman,  Sixth  Kentucky, 
bfirse  shoL 

Q\<is/t  observation  on  the  conduct  and  character 
«f  our  army  for  the  past  few  days  has  confirmed 
■a  in  a  long-settled  beUef  that  our  army  is  borne 
^Bvn  by  a  lamentable  weight  of  official  incapaci- 
ty in  regimental  organizations.     The  reasonable 
opectations  of  the  country  can,  in  my  opinion, 
BeriT  be  realized  till  this  incubus  is  summarily 
Tirided,  and  young  men  of  known  military  abili- 
tj  tnd  faculty  to  command  men,  without  regard 
ii  previous 'seniority,  are  put  in  their  places.     I 
tttr  upon  the  field  company  officers  of  over  a 
Jm's  standing  who  had  neither  the  power  nor 
■Mviedge  how  to  form  their  men  in  two  ranks. 
'     Oq  the  second  instant  my  brigade  was  ordered 
'  kra&%  the  river  to  support  CoL  Grose,  command- 
log  the  Tenth  brigade,  then  in  reserve  to  General 
Tao  Cleve^  whose  division  (the  only  one  on  that 
ade  the  river)  had  been  vigorously  attacked  by 
tbe  enemy.     I  reached  the  field  about  four  p  m., 
fading  bis  entire  division  put  to  rout.     The  ene- 
B/  b«i  been  checked  by  Col  Grose  and  a  por- 


tion of  Negley*s  division  and  the  several  batteries 
from  the  point  occupied  by  Gen.  Cruft^s  brigade. 
It  was  difficult  to  say  which  was  running  away 
the  most  rapidly  —  the  division  of  Van  Cleve  to 
the  rear  or  the  enemy  in  the  opposite  direction. 

I  found  myself  in  command  of  all  the  troops 
on  that  side  of  the  river.  Leaving  three  of  my 
regiments  in  position  as  a  reserve,  I  pushed  for- 
ward with  the  portion  of  CoL  Grose^s  brigade  al- 
ready moving,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, pursuing  the  enemy  beyond  all  the  ground 
occupied  by  our  forces  before  the  fight  I  here 
formed  the  best  line  circumstances  would  admit 
of,  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volunteers  being  the  only 
r^ment  wholly  in  hand.  The  others  were  badly 
broken,  the  only  idea  of  their  officers  seeming  to 
be  to  push  on  pell-mell,  which,  if  carried  beyond 
the  point  then  occupied,  might  have  resulted  dis- 
astrously. I  succeeded  in  checking  this  strag- 
gling to  the  front,  with  the  aid  of  CoL  Grider,  of 
the  r^inth  Kentudcy,  who  came  forward  and  per- 
formed this  valuable  service  after  his  regiment 
had  gone  to  the  rear. 

I  was  relieved  by  the  first  division  of  Gen.  Jeff. 
C.  Davis,  who  arrived  just  at  dark 

When  far  advanced  in  pui^uit,  a  portion  of 
General  Negley's  batteries,  fiir  in  the  rear,  was 
firing  on  my  line,  and  continued  to  do  so  (without 
damage)  until  an  aid-de-camp  was  sent  to  ask 
that  it  be  discontinued.  After  forming  my  ad- 
vance-line a  battery  of  the  enemy,  about  four 
hundred  yards  in  front,  continued  to  fire  upon  us 
with  great  rapidity.  I  ordered  the  Forty-first 
Ohio  volunteers  to  fire  one  volley  upon  it  No 
more  firing  took  place  on  either  side,  and  the 
weakness  of  my  line  prevented  my  going  farther. 
The  next  day  three  caissons  and  several  dead  men 
and  horses  were  found  at  this  point. 

It  was  in  this  fight  that  the  famous  rebel  Gen. 
Roger  B.  Hanson  was  killed  and  General  Adams 
wounded,  but  whether  in  their  advance  or  retreat 
I  never  knew. 

First  Lieut  F.  D.  Cobb,  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, acting  aid-de-camp,  comported  himself  with 
great  gallantry  on  the  field.  Seizing  the  colors  of 
the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  that  had  been  shot  down, 
he  galloped  forward,  rallying  many  stragglers, 
who,  though  going  in  the  right  direction,  were 
doing  so  ineffectively  and  on  their  own  account 

My  casualties  in  this  action  were  slight,  and  in 
all,  since  leaving  Nashville,  are : 

Commissioned  officers  killed, 6 

Commissioned  officers  wounded, 20 

Total  commissioned, 25 

Enlisted  men  killed, 41 

Enlisted  men  wounded, 318 

Total  enlisted, 859 

Missing, . . . . : 52 

AggregBii^ 436 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  the  division  to  accompanying 
reports  of  regimental  commanders,  and  of  Lieut. 
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Chilton,  in  charge  of  train ;  also  to  explanatory 
sketch.  I  am,  yery  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Colonel  Forty-fint  Ohio  Yolnnteeraf  commancUng  Nlneteei^th 
Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Second  DirlBlon,  Left  Wing. 

ADDENDA  TO  REPORT. 

OPERATIONS  OF  NINETEENTH  BRIGADE,  FOURTH  DIVI- 
SION, (second  BRIGADE,  SECOND  DIVISION,  LEFT 
WING,)  FOURTEENTH  ARMT  CORPS,  FROM  DECEMBER 

.     26,  1862,  TO  JANUARY  1, 1868. 

The  Nineteenth  brigade,  of  Nelson's  old  Fourth 
division,  was  organized  under  its  present  com- 
mander in  January,  1862.  After  reaching  Nash- 
ville the  succeeding  month,  some  change  of  regi- 
ments was  made ;  but,  except  the  addition  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  last  September,  it 
still  consists  of  the  same  regiments  that  marched 
with  Nelson  to  Shiloh  on  the  memorable  sixth  of 
April,  followed  him  to  Corinth,  and  through  the 
summer  campaign  in  Western  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  and  later,  under  less  noted 
leaders,  participated  in  the  Kentucky  campaign 
of  last  fall,  fighting  the  retreating  rebels  for  thirty 
miles  in  the  passes  of  the  Wild  Gat  Mountains. 
The  following  is  the  organization : 

Sixth  Kentucky  volunteers,  Colonel  Walter  0. 
Whitaker. 

Ninth  Indiana  volunteers,  CoL  Wm.  H.  Blake. 

Eleventh  Illinois  volunteers.  Colonel  Thos.  S. 
Casey. 

Forty -first  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut -CoL  Aquila 
Wiley  commanding. 

Colonel  Wm.  B.  Hazen,  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, commanding  the  brigade. 

Oil  the  twenty-sixth  December,  1862,  the  bri- 
gade moved  with  the  division  on  the  Nashville  pike 
to  La  Vergne.  At  this  place  a  show  of  resistance 
was  made  by  one  or  two  rebel  batteries  command- 
ing the  road,  and  the  Sixth  Kentucky  and  Ninth 
Indiana  being  sent  around  to  the  right,  encoun- 
tered a  rebel  force  in  a  cedar  wood ;  but  after  a 
brisk  skirmish  they  cleared  the  wood,  with  a  loss 
of  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded. 

The  next  day  Col.  Hazen  was  ordered  to  march 
rapidly  down  Uie  Jefferson  pike  to  Stuart's  creek 
(five  miles)  and  save  the  bridge.  The  enemy 
were  met  about  three  miles  from  the  bridge,  but 
were  at  once  vigorously  charged  by  a  squadron 
of  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  in  charge  of 
Capt  McCleery,  of  CoL  Hazen's  staff,  and  put  to 
flight 

The  infentry  and  artillery  were  urged  forward 
at  their  utmost  speed,  and  so  impetuous  was  the 
charge  and  pursuit  that  the  astonished  rebels 
were  driven  pell-mell  across  the  bridge,  losing  one 
officer  and  ten  men  prisoners  and  one  officer  and 
several  men  killed. 

Their  reserve  force  across  the  creek  (they  had 
a  brigade  at  the  place)  staid  only  for  half  a  dozen 
shells,  when  it  also  **  skedaddled,"  leaving  the 
bridge  unharmed. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  the  brigade  rejoined  the 
division  on  the  Murfreesboro  pike  and  marched 
to  the  battle-field  of  Stone  River.  Palmer's  divi- 
ftioDy  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  December, 


occupied  the  right  of  the  left  wing  of  Geo.  Ro6^ 
crans^s  army.  Qen.  Cruft's  brigade  was  io  a 
wood  to  the  right  of  the  Murfreesboro  and  Ni&h* 
viUe  pike,  and  on  its  left  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Hazen,  extending  to  the  pike  and  occupying  a 
cotton-field  in  finont  of  the  burnt  house  of  Mr. 
Cowan.  Wood's  division  was  to  the  hit  of  the 
pike,  and  Negley  on  the  right  of  General  Cruil 
CoL  Grose's  brigade  of  Palmer's  division  wis  in 
reserve.  Colonel  Hazen's  position  was  extremely 
unfavorable,  and  he  asked  of  Gen.  Rosecransper* 
mission  to  advance  beyond  the  burnt  house  ind 
seize  the  crest  of  a  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy  s 
pickets.  The  permission  was  given  and  the  bii- 
gade  ordered  forward.  Scarcely  had  the  moT^ 
ment  commenced  when  the  heavy  firing  on  the 
right,  which  had  begun  at  daylight,  was  heard 
almost  in  our  rear,  indicating  that  McCook  and 
Negley  were  being  driven  rapidly  backward.  Al- 
most at  the  same  time  a  strong  line  of  rehel  in- 
fantry appeared  on  the  crest  beyond  the  burnt 
house,  moving  upon  us  at  a  double^uick  The 
brigade  was  at  once  heed  about  and  moved  to 
the  rear,  and  partly  across  the  pike,  so  that  Ha 
left  of  the  first  line  (the  Forty-first  Ohio  and 
Sixth  Kentucky)  rested  on  the  railroad,  which 
at  this  point  is  about  one  hundred  yards  fron 
the  pike  and  nearly  parallel  with  it  A  slight 
rise  of  ground  here  afibrded  some  cover.  The 
Forty-first  Ohio  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Il- 
linois were  here  soon  hotly  engaged  with  the  ad- 
vancing rebels — ^too  hotly  for  their  continued  ad- 
vance, which,  with  the  aid  of  Cockerill's  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  was  checked.  Th^  Sixth  Kentuclsy 
and  Ninth  Indiana,  still  on  the  right  of  the  pO^^ 
also  became  engaged  in  that  direction.  Plantis| 
their  batteries  on  the  crest  in  firont,  and  fiiisj? 
over  their  own  infantry,  th^  rebels  socm  poured 
a  storm  of  shot  and  snell  upon  our  lines.  Bol 
they  could  not  take  the  position,  and  a  short  ce^ 
sation  of  their  efforts  ensued. 

At  about  ten  o^clock  their  grand  effort,  meant 
to  crush  the  left  of  our  army,  and  leave  it  with 
disordered  ranks  and  broken  lines,  an  easy  pr^y« 
was  made.  On  the  right  McCook  had  been  driv- 
en  back  till  he  was  nearly  in  our  rear ;  Ke^l^ 
had  given  way,  and  Rousseau^s  reserve,  scot  to 
retrieve  their  disasters,  had  shared  a  like  fat«  be 
fore  the  impetuous  assaults  of  the  victorious  re- 
bels. All  troops  to  the  left  of  Pahner  had  been 
withdrawn  to  resist  the  terrible  attack  on  the 
right  Clouds  of  soldiers,  breaking  from  the 
woods  across  the  open  fields  to  the  right  and  rear 
— ^artillery,  with  the  horses  goaded  to  a  txok  tjy* 
ing  from  the  rapidly  pursuing  foe — all  this,  plaio- 
ly  seen  to  the  rear,  told  how  fearfully  immiDec^ 
was  destruction  in  that  quarter.  To  the  fi^>3t 
the  rebels,  in  double  Unes,  were  steadily  adyaD^- 
ing  upon  Palmer's  division,  the  only  one  of  the 
army  that  had  not  been  driven  back.  lle>7 
columns  were  moving  to  attack  the  right  of  Cruil  i 
brigade,  and  a  murderous  ardllery-fire  ooychog 
this  and  the  overwhelming  advance  upon  Uaxen. 
rained  shells  upon  our  men.  It  was  the  criiiok 
moment  of  the  day.  If  the  right  of  the  amy 
were  ever  to  recoyer  itself  and  check  the  o^ 
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sliught  izpon  it,  it  must  be  upon  the  ground  in 
rear  of  Palmer,  and  that  he  must  coyer  if  his  di- 
Tision  be  annihilated.  Ah'eady  half  a  dozen  bat- 
teries, hastily  placed  in  position  there,  are  wait- 
ing to  check,  with  grape  and  canister,  the  steady 
adTuice  of  the  enemy,  and  the  scattered  regi- 
ments are  forming  in  Hne  along  the  railroad  be- 
fore the  rebels  shall  be  again  upon  them. 

Now,  if  Hazen  holds  h£  place,  the  disaster  may 
be  stopped.    Down  upon  Palmer's  division  came 
the  rebels  like  an  aralanche.     Gruft,  in  the  wood 
to  the  right  of  the  pike,  is  OTerpowered,  and  &lls 
bick,  leaving  hundreds  on  the  neld,  and  exposing 
the  right  flank  of  Hazen's  brigade.     The  Forty- 
first  Ohio,  in  Hazen's  first  line,  has  expended  all 
its  ammunition,  (no  more  at  hand,)  and  been  re- 
Heved  by  the  Ninth  Indiana,  whose  supply  is 
tlfrO  getting  small     The  order  is  to  fix  bayonets 
ud  gi?e  them  steel  if  they  are  not  checked,  and 
the  men  obey  with  a  cheer.     Fortunately,  am- 
monition  comes ;  the  Forty-first  is  supplied,  and, 
^th  the  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  volunteers  and 
part  of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana,  of  CoL  Grose^s 
Wigade,  which  have  been  hurried  to  Hazen,  is 
formed  to  protect  the  exposed  right  flank.     These 
ftgiments  stood  as  firm  as  rock,  delivering  their 
&i  with  terrible  efiect    Parsons^  s  regular  bat- 
terr  pours  death  into  the  rebels  in  the  wood  just 
ncsited  by  Gndt :  and  the  Ninth  Indiana,  in  the 
old  position  on  the  left  of  the  line  (now  the  left 
of  the  army)  has  perceptibly  thinned  their  ranks 
daring  the  advance  over  the  half-mile  of  open 
fiekL    But  one  rebel  regiment  braved  that  fire, 
sfter  coming  within  three  hundred  yards,  and 
^t,  with  every  motjinted  officer  and  half  its  men 
shot,  threv  it»elf  flat  upon  the  ground  within 
o&e  hondred  and  fifty  yards  of  our  line,  unable 
to  adraooe  and  not  daring  to  retreat  in  line.    So 
this  point  was  held,  and  the  army,  re-forming, 
held  the  rebels  at  htkj  until  they  desisted  fit>m 
tiie  attadk,  though  they  still  occupied  favorable 
nveis  within  range,  and  continued  a  galling  fire 
opoD  Hazen^s  brigade.     To  avoid  this  CoL  Hazen 
B^ufig  the  right  of  his  line  to  the  rear,  occupying 
the  line  of  the  railroad  embankment    At  one 
o'clock  P.M.  the  enemy  made  a  third  attempt  to 
pin  this  point.     Long  double  lines  of  infantry, 
enough  to  overwhelm  the  thinned  ranks  of  the 
ftdml  br^ade,  came  gallantly  over  the  crest 
bc}roQd  the  burnt  house,  and  advanced  confident- 
^  to  the  charge.     Col.  Hazen  held  the  fire  of  his 
laen  until  the  rebela  were  in  range,  when  it  was 
P^>uriMl  upon  them  thick  Is  haiL     A  number  of 
^  batteries  were  also  in  position  in  rear  of  Ha- 
^i  line,  and  their  fire  was  too  severe  for  rebel 
^oranoe.    Unable  to  take  the  point,  they  with- 
^w  their  infimtry,  and  firom  batteries  to  the 
^t,  left  and  firoat  maintained  a  murderous  fire 
^«  nearly  two  hours.    The  One  Hundred  and 
TcQth  Illmois  suffered  severely  from  this  artillery- 
^  but  not  a  regiment  wavered. 

Again  at  four  o'clock  the  rebels  attempted  to 
Cvce  this  position.  Their  heavy  lines,  as  they 
i^sme  in  sight,  covered  our  fix>nt  and  extended  to 
^w  right  until  hid  firom  view  by  intervening 
vooda.    CoL  Haaen  braced  up  his  weakened  line 
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as  well  as  possible,  placed  in  position  a  regiment 
sent  him  by  Gea  Rosecrans,  and  waited  the  at- 
tack. Reserving  the  fire  until  the  enemy  were 
in  close  range,  the  first  volley  from  our  troops 
dispersed  the  advancing  line  of  rebels  in  the  front. 
No  more  advances  of  infantry  were  made,  though 
the  enemy  kept  up  an  annoying  artillery-fire  till 
nearly  dark.  Col.  Hazen^s  brigade  lay  down  that 
night  upon  the  ground  it  had  so  steadfastly  held 
— the  only  brigade  in  the  army  that  was  not  driv- 
en from  its  position. 

The  honor  had  been  dearly  won.  Lieut -Col. 
Cotton  and  Capt  Todd,  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky ; 
Lieut  Hart,  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio ;  Lieutenant 
Eesler,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana,  and  Lieut  Payne, 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois,  were 
killed,  and  eighteen  officers  of  the  brigade  were 
wounded  more  or  less  severely.  Col.  Hazen  lost 
his  horse,  shot  under  him,  and  received  a  glanc- 
ing ball  upon  his  own  shoulder.  Three  of  his 
sUlS  were  wounded,  and  Captain  Cockerill,  who 
had  so  bravely  and  efficiently  served  his  batterv, 
received  a  severe  wound  upon  the  foot  by  a  soUd 
shot  Of  the  gallant  rank  and  file  of  the  brigade, 
the  men  who  never  quailed  when  the  rebels,  six 
to  one,  came  pouring  down  upon  them  thick  as 
hall — three  hundred  and  fifty-one  had  M\tn  on 
the  field,  a  third  nearly  of  their  whole  number. 
At  daylight  of  January  first  the  brigade  fell  back 
to  the  new  position  taken  by  the  army.  On  the 
second,  when  Hardee's  corps  made  the  desperate 
attempt  to  turn  our  left  flank,  which  had  been 
thrown  across  Stone  River,  Colonel  Hazen  was  or- 
dered across  to  support  C6L  Grose.  The  latter 
had  checked  the  furious  rebel  onslaught,  which 
had  borne  before  it  Van  Cleve's  division,  and 
when  CoL  Hazen  arrived  on  the  field  the  enemy 
was  retreating.  Hastily  posting  three  regiments 
as  a  reserve,  Colonel  Hazen,  with  the  Forty -first 
Ohio,  and  part  of  Colonel  Grose^s  men,  advanced 
rapidly  in  pursuit  Coming  within  about  three 
hundred  yards  of  a  rebel  battery,  which  was 
throwing  shell  with  great  rapidity,  the  Forty-first 
was  ordered  to  give  it  one  volley.  The  battery 
fired  not  another  shot,  but  fled,  leaving  three' 
caissons,  one  piece,  their  captain,  and  several 
men  and  horses  on  the  ground  as  witnesses  of 
the  effects  of  that  volley. 

Since  leaving  Nashville  with  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  men,  the  losses  of 
4he  brigade  have  been  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  officers  and  men. 

GENERAL  KIRK'S  REPORT. 

Nashtiuji,  January  10, 1883. 

Captain  J.  if.  Bartlette^  A. A,  General: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  on  the  thirtieth  and  thirty- 
first  of  December,  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 
The  official  report  of  Col.  Dodge,  now  command- 
ing tiie  Second  brigade,  (old  Fifth,)  commences 
with  the  time  when  I  surrendered  up  the  com- 
mand to  him ;  mine  will  extend  to  that  time,  and 
will  embrace  such  movements. and  dispositions  as 
were  made  under  my  direction,  and  such  facts  as 
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came  under  my  own  observation.  Where  troops 
have  acted  well — as  mine  did  on  that  bloody  field, 
and  under  the  most  trying  circumstances,  they 
have  a  right  to  demand  at  my  hands  a  recognition 
of  their  good  conduct,  and  a  just  measure  of  com- 
mendation and  approval  I  accord  it  to  them 
cheerfully,  and  add,  that  while  success  and  tri- 
umph make  every  man  a  hero,  and  shed  a  lustre 
on  his  name,  disaster  and  defeat,  resulting  from 
no  fault  of  theirs,  sometimes  develop  the  noblest 
qualities  of  soldierly  greatness.  At  one  p.m.,  on 
the  thirtieth,  I  moved  by  your  order,  my  brigade 
to  the  front,  forming  on  the  right  of  Gen.  Davis^s 
division,  to  check  an  attempt  the  enemy  were  then 
making  to  turn  his  right  Some  skirmishing  oc- 
curred during  the  afternoon  with  the  enemy,  but 
with  no  loss  to  us.  Early  in  the  afternoon,  Col. 
Post,  commanding  the  right  brigade  in  Davis's 
division,  informed  me  that  his  troops  were  much 
annoyed  by  a  rebel  battery  directly  in  his  front, 
and  that  the  enemy  were  now  placing  in  position 
another  battery  opposite  his  right  which  would 
subject  him  to  a  cross-fire,  and  that  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  ground  in  his  front  he  could  not  silence 
them.  I  found  an  excellent  position  for  my  bat- 
tery just  beyond  my  extreme  right,  affording  a 
fine  view  of  both  rebel  batteries.  1  directed  Gapt 
Edgarton  to  open  on  the  nearest  one  with  the 
simultaneous  fire  of  his  six  pieces.  It  was  the 
finest  practice  1  ever  saw.  A  number  of  men  and 
horses  were  killed  at  the  first  and  second  dis- 
charge, and  the  enemy  were  driven  back  in  con- 
fusion, leaving  some  disabled  carriages  and  pieces 
on  the  ground.  The  other  battery  was  also  soon 
silenced.  Nothing  further  of  interest  occurred 
during  the  afternoon,  except  the  massing  of  the 
enemy's  troops  still  further  on  our  right,  glimpses 
of  which  could  be  now  and  then  seen  from  our 
front,  leaving  but  little  room  to  doubt  their  ulti- 
mate designs,  as  developed  in  the  bloody  struggle 
of  the  following  morning.  Toward  evening.  Gen. 
VVillich's  brigade  and  two  regiments  of  the  Third 
came  up  and  formed  as  a  reserve  on  my  right  and 
rear,  so  that  now  the  entire  Second  division  is  in 
position  except  two  regiments  of  the  Third  bri- 
gade, which  were  retained  by  the  General  at  di- 
vision headquarters,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  front,  and  one  regiment  of  my  brigade,  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois,  GoL  Reed,  which  was  guard- 
ing the  train  that  night,  but  were  to  be  sent  to 
me  early  in  the  morning.  To  enable  me  to  get 
an  available  position  for  my  artillery,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  extend  my  line  more  than  I  wished,  and 
to  rely  upon  the  other  brigades  for  support  The 
Seventy-seventh  Pennsylvania,  Lieut -CoL  Hous- 
am,  and  Thirtieth  Indiana,  GoL  Dodge,  deployed, 
with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  thrown  out  from 
each,  constituted  my  first  line.  The  Twenty- 
ninth  Indiana,  Lieut -GoL  Dunn,  in  double  col- 
umn in  the  rear  as  reserve.  The  Thirty-fourth 
Illinois,  Major  Dysart,  on  the  extreme  right,  a 
little  retired,  supporting  Edgarton's  battery,  still 
further  Tetired.  The  Seventy-ninth  Illinois,  Col. 
Reed,  as  before  remarked,  was,  by  your  order, 
guarding  the  train.  In  the  evening  Gen.  Davis 
shortened  in  his  line  toward  the  lefi;,  leaving  an 


interval  of  one  or  two  hundred  yards,  which  I 
was  obliged  to  cover  with  skirmishers,  so  that  mj 
line  became  still  further  extended.  About  diisk 
I  reported  in  person  to  the  General,  and  explained 
the  position  of  the  troops  and  such  fiicts  affecting 
them  as  had  transpired,  and  suggested  to  the 
Genera]  that  he  also  send  up  to  the  front  the  two 
regiments  of  the  Third  brigade  retained  at  head- 
quarters, as  I  believed  every  available  man  would 
be  needed  in  the  morning,  and  these  two  regi- 
ments were  too  far  to  the  rear  to  be  of  any  use 
in  case  of  a  sudden  attack.  The  General  de- 
clined sending  them  up.  I  then  returned  to  the 
front  and  completed  my  disposition  for  the  anti- 
cipated fight  I  visited  the  regiments  in  the  even- 
ing and  ascertained  that  every  thing  was  in  good 
order.  I  inspected  my  picket  line  at  three  a.!(, 
and  found  every  thing  at  that  time  quiet  in  front 
At  five  A.M.  I  had  the  entire  brigade  under  arms 
ready  for  action,  in  which  state  of  readiness  they 
continued  until  something  over  an  hour  later, 
when  the  engagement  commenced.  The  enenir 
attacked  our  lines  at  daylight  We  could  s^ee 
them  advancing  over  the  open  country  for  aboat 
a  half-mile  in  front  of  our  lines.  They  moved  in 
heavy  masses,  apparently  six  ranks  deep.  Their 
left  extended  far  beyond  our  right,  so  as  to  com- 
pletely flank  us.  They  moved  up  steadily  and  in 
good  order,  without  music  or  noise  of  any  kind. 
They  had  no  artillery  in  sight  Having  earir 
notice  of  the  enemy^s  advance,  I  sent  a  staff-offi- 
cer to  Gen.  Johnson  to  advise  him  of  it,  and  then 
I  passed  to  the  extreme  right  of  my  line,  where 
the  attack  would  commence  and  where  my  artil- 
lery was  posted.  Seeing  the  exposed  condition 
of  my  battery  from  the  -enemy's  fire,  I  ordered 
the  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  to  advance  to  meet  the 
enemy,  at  the  same  time  ordering  the  batteir  to 
commence  firing,  which  it  did  with  excellent  ef- 
fect With  my  line  extended  as  it  was,  I  should 
think  the  enemy  outnumbered  me  here  at  least 
five  to  one,  perhaps  double  that  proportion,  but 
this  solitary  regiment  never  wavered,  but  steadily 
advanced  until  they  closed  with  the  enemy,  and 
it  became  almost  a  hand-to-hand  fight  The  1)^1- 
ance  of  my  line  now  became  engaged,  and  fought 
most  bravely  against  this  fearful  odds.  No  other 
proof  is  needed  of  the  fierceness  of  the  conflict  at 
this  point,  and  the  stubborn  tenacity  with  which 
our  men  fought  than  the  fact  that  considerably 
more  than  one  half  of  some  of  these  re^mtr.is 
were  shot  down  before  they  yielded  an  inch  of 
ground,  and  the  effectiveness  of  their  fire  is  en- 
denced  by  the  piles  of  rebel  dead  along  their  lines. 
Seeing  the  contest  was  so  unequal,  and  that  it 
was  physically  impossible  that  I  could  long  sus- 
tain it,  I  sought  Gen.  Willich  with  a  view  of  a.<k- 
ing  his  immediate  active  support  He  had  gons 
to  division  headquarters.  He  was  expected  back 
every  moment  His  brigade  had  not  yet  learnc-d 
that  he  was  captured ;  no  other  officer  had  av 
sumed  command  I  appealed  personally  to  two 
of  the  regiments  to  come  to  my  support  but  they 
declined  moving  without  orders  from  their  com- 
mander. That  brigade  and  the  Third  are  mostly 
old  troops,  and  among  the  bravest  veteraas  in  the 
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Berriee,  and  I  do  not  censure  them  or  question 
their  bravery  when  I  say  that,  bewildered  and 
confused,  without  a  division  or  brigade  com- 
muider,  outflanked  and  nearly  surrounded  by  a 
force  vastly  outnumbering  us  all,  they  fell  back 
without  at  that  timo  coming  into  the  action,  and 
1^  me  alone  with  my  four  small  r^ments,  al- 
ready badly  cut  to  pieces,  and  without  a  solitary 
support  There  is  a  limit  to  physical  endurance^ 
No  troops  on  earth  could  long  sustain  themselves 
drcamstanced  as  mine  were.  The  onemy^s  left 
had  been  swung  around,  and  was  then  rapidly 
closing  in  upon  my  right  flank.  My  artillery  had 
now  become  unmanageable  by  reason  of  the  ter- 
ribie  havoc  made  by  the  enemy's  fire  among  my 
ftrtillery-horsea,  and  could  not  be  moved.  Oapt 
Ddgarton  is  a  brave  and  accomplished  officer.  He 
siood  by  his  battery  to  the  last^  under  the  fiercest 
musketry-fire.  He  assisted  in  loading  and  firing 
with  hiji  own  hands,  until  at  last  overpowered,  he 
was  captured  with  his  pieces,  and  is  now  a  pris- 
oner. 

I  remained  with  the  right  till  it  was  finally 
diiTen  back,  then  passing  toward  the  left,  I  again 
rallied  my  troops,  and  formed  a  line,  nearly  at 
right  angles  with  the  first,  along  the  ddge  of  the 
woodland,  about  a  half-mile  in  finont  of  division 
headquarters.  Here  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois, 
having  been  relieyed  fi^>m  jluty  with  the  train, 
c^e  upon  the  **  double-quick"  to  the  assistance 
of  their  comrades,  and,  new  troops  as  they  are, 
they  fought  like  veterans  during  the  balance  of 
the  engagement  Early  in  the  engagement,  while 
yet  with  the  right,  I  had  in  succession  two  horses 
killed  under  me,  and  afterward  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  hip.  Having  now  re-formed  the 
line,  and  finding  myself  too  weak  ftom  the  loss 
'jf  blood  to  continue  longer  on  the  field,  I  sur- 
rtndcred  up  the  oomnuuid  to  Colonel  Dodge,  and 
withdrew  from  the  front  The  subsequent  ac- 
tion of  the  brigade,  after  a  hard  struggle,  driven 
^\  as  th^  were  firom  this  point,  and  rallying 
agai^  in  turn  driving  the  enemy,  and  at  last  re- 
fcaforce*!,  recovering  the  ground  they  had  lost 
All  ihi-j  you  have  in  the  report  of  Col.  Dodge. 
It  \m  been  loosely  said :  *'  The  Second  division 
Vis  surprised. "  I  cannot  speak  for  others,  but 
^'  concerns  my  own  brigade  this  is  not  true.  I 
bare  already  explained  how  well  my  troops  were 
prepared  for  the  battle,  and  how  manfully  they 
fixig^ht ;  and  justice  to  this  brigade,  to  its  dead 
7bo  fell  in  battle,  to  its  Uving  whose  thinned 
ranks  show  with  what  sanguinary  fierceness  they 
contested  the  field,  demands  that  this  record 
should  be  made  in  proof  of  their  readiness  for 
hatUe  and  of  their  duty  done.  And  'tis  a  source 
i'f  regret  that  my  division  commander  was  pre- 
rentoi  by  other  duties  horn  being  present  on  the 
field  during  the  engagement,  that  he  might  bear 
^tne»s  with  me  to  the  good  conduct  of  these 
^^^p!«.  In  this  general  report  I  am  compelled  i 
^  pass  by  many  individual  acts  of  daring  and 
counij^c,  lest  in  mentioning  some  I  should  do  in- 1 
justice  to  others.  These  will  appear  in  the  regi-  ■, 
^ntal  reports,  and  are  respectfully  commended 
to  tile  consideration  of  tiie  General  Comi^anding. 


I  will,  however,  briefly  mention  my  field-officers. 
Lieut -Colonel  Housam,  of  the  Seventy-seventh 
Pennsylvania,  fell  mortally  wounded  while  lead- 
ing his  regiment  in  a  charge  upon  a  rebel  batter}' ; 
Adjutant  Davis,  of  the  same  regiment,  then  took 
command,  and  handled  the  regiment  with  great 
efficiency ;  Major  Dysart  commanded  the  Thirty- 
fourth  Illinois,  and  added  to  his  well-earned  re- 
putation as  an  officer ;  Captain  Van  Tassel,  act- 
ing Major  of  that  regiment,  was  severely  wound- 
ed whUe  cheering  on  his  men  in  the  struggle  on 
the  right  Lieut -Col.  Dunn,  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Indiana,  and  Major  Fitzsimmons,  of  the  Thirtieth 
Indiana,  were  taken  prisoners  later  in  the  day, 
but  under  what  circumstances  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn.  Major  Collins,  of  the  Twenty-ninth 
Indiana,  remained  in  command  of  that  regiment 
Col.  Dodge,  of  the  Thirtieth  Indiana,  to  whom  I 
surrendered  the  command  of  the  brigade,  acted 
with  distinguished  gallantry  during  the  day. 
Lieut-CoL  Hurd,  just  recovering  from  the  efiects 
of  woimds  received  in  our  skirmish  at  La  Vergne, 
added  to  the  laurels  he  had  earned  at  Shiloh. 
Col.  Reed  of  the  Seventy-ninth  Illinois,  was  kill- 
ed at  the  head  of  his  regiment,  but  not  till  he  had 
proved  himself  a  brave  and  intrepid  officer. 
Major  Buckner  then  assumed  command;  and, 
by  his  good  conduct,  has  well  earned  promotion. 

My  staff-officers,  Capt  Wagner,  A.A.G.,  Capt 
Beeler,  A.C.S.,  (volunteer  aid  that  day,)  Captain 
Edsall,  Lis.  Gea,  McElpatrick,  Top.  Eng.,  Lieuts. 
Walker  and  Baldwin,  Aids,  and  Hewitt,  Acting 
Brig.  Surgeon,  all  have  proved  their  efficiency  too 
often  and  too  long  to  need  praise  from  me  now, 
but  my  thanks  are  due  to  them  for  their  intelli- 
gent and  active  assistance  that  day.  Two  of  my 
orderlies,  John  Darstrin  and  Thomas  Mar,  re- 
mained by  me  under  the  fiercest  fire.  Darstrin*s 
horse  was  killed  under  him  and  he  severely 
wounded.  They  behaved  nobly  here  as  they 
did  at  Shiloh,  and  deserve  commissions. 

The  troops  of  my  brigade  represent  the  States 
of  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania.  To 
the  friends  and  relatives  of  the  wounded  and 
dead  I  offer  my  warmest  condolence,  but  with  it 
the  proud  assurance  that  their  sons  and  brothers 
fell  true  soldiers  with  no  stains  upon  them. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

K  N.  KiKK, 

Brigadier^General, 
REPORT  OF  COLONEL  WILEY. 

ClMP  mBiR  McrRFBKKSBOBO,  TkKX..  ) 

RBA.DQiri.BTBRS  FORTT-RJIST  RbUIMRVT  0.  V.,  JttU.  0,  1863.  \ 

Major  R.  L.  Kimberly,  A.A.A.  G, : 

As  commander  of  the  Forty-first  regiment  Ohio 
volunteers,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  its  operations  and  casualties  in  the 
recent  engagements  before  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth  of  December, 
the  regiment,  which  was  then  in  double  column 
in  reserve,  was  ordered  to  take  position  in  the 
first  line  of  battle,  its  left  resting  on  the  right  of 
and  near  the  Murfireesboro  and  Nashville  turn- 
pike, with  two  companies  deployed  as  skirmish- 
ers about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  in  advance, 
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was  in  a  south-east  direction.    This  was  about 
eleven  o'clock  A.M. 

No  enemy  being  visible  in  our  fronts  I  caused  a 
few  shells  to  be  thrown  into  the  woods  beyond, 
but  met  no  response.  The  topography  of  the 
country  on  this  line  and  in  my  front  was  a  cot- 
ton-field, which  we  then  occupied,  at  the  further 
edge  of  which  was  a  belt  or  strip  of  timber  ending 
at  a  corn-field  on  my  left  and  front,  and  immedi- 
ately in  front  of  Brig. -Gen.  Sill's  right  This  corn- 
field extended  to  a  narrow,  heavy  timbered  wood, 
bordered  by  a  rail  fence ;  ^eyond  this  timber  was 
a  corn-field  receding  toward  a  ravine  terminated 
by  a  blufl^  woody  bank,  along  the  foot  of  which, 
in  the  ravine,  was  the  enemy's  line  of  battle,  with 
its  supports  and  artillery  on  the  elevation.  We 
remained  in  position  until  about  three  o'clock  p.m., 
when  my  skirmishers  were  ordered  forward  to  oc- 
cupy the  belt  of  timber,  which  they  did.  Major 
McUvain,  who  was  in  command,  reported  to  me 
that  the  enemy's  skirmishers  were  in  the  furthest 
wood  to  our  front  and  left,  and  desired  me  to  send 
him  a  further  supply  of  one  company,  which  was 
sent  him,  with  orders  to  press  their  skirmishers 
back.  The  skirmishing  soon  commenced  briskly, 
and  m^  brigade  was  ordered  to  advance,  which 
it  did  \n  admirable  order,  and  was  halted  in  the 
first  belt  of  timber.  Desiring  to  know  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy's  line  and  Sie  situation  of  their 
skirmishers,  I  proceeded  to  the  line  of  skirmiKhers 
to  assist  in  directing  their  movements  and  to  urge 
them  on,  and,  having  given  these  directions  in 
person,  returned  to  my  command  to  be  ready  to 
move  forward  to  their  support  The  wood  was  so 
thick  and  bushy  on  my  right  that  it  was  difiBcult 
to  see  further  than  the  left  of  the  Second  brigade, 
but  as  I  discovered  it  advancing  we  moved  for- 
ward also  to  protect  its  flank.  Sheridan's  division 
had  halted  some  one  hundred  yards  in  the  rear 
of  my  brigade,  his  line  of  skinAishers  joining  my 
line  of  battle.  At  this  juncture  my  skirmishers 
commenced  falling  back  rapidly,  and  I  endeavored 
to  get  the  ofiicer  in  command  of  those  of  General 
Sheridan's  division  to  advance  to  their  support, 
as  those  of  my  brigade  had  not  only  driven  the 
enemy  from  my  front,  but  Gen.  Sill's  also,  but,  as 
he  had  no  orders  to  move  forward,  he  refused. 
The  emergency  being  imminent  Colonel  Williams 
was  ordered  to  detach  the  left  company  of  his 
regiment  and  deploy  it  forward  as  skirmishers  to 
relieve  or  strengthen  those  engaged,  as  circum- 
stances might  require,  while  the  brigade  was  ad- 
vanced to  support  them.  The  command  pressed 
forward  in  splendid  order,  and  soon  became  hotly 
engaged,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  through  the 
woods  and  corn-fields  on  their  own  lines.  As  we 
were  now  far  in  advance  of  any  support  upon  the 
lefl^  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  halt  and  wait  for 
them  to  come  up,  and  therefore  took  position  in 
rear  of  the  rail  fence,  my  right  nearly  at  right 
angles  to  my  line  of  battle,  thereby  obtaining  an 
oblique  as  well  as  direct  fire,  but  the  space  to  be 
occupied  by  this  brigade  was  so  great  that  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana  regiment  was  ordered  up  to 
complete  my  line,  thereby  leaving  me  no  reserve. 
The  battery  was  placed  in  the  angle  of  the  fence 


to  protect  my  right  and  front  Shortly  after  taking 
this  position,  Brig.-General  Sill  joined  me  on  th« 
left. 

We  remained  in  position,  receiving  a  heavy  fin, 
and  occasionally  replying  with  shell,  until  toward 
night,  when  the  enemy  opened  a  heavy  artiileir- 
fire,  apparently  on  the  right  of  CoL  Carlin's  bri- 
gade. This  discovering  their  battery,  and  mine 
being  in  good  range  and  position  to  enfilade  theirs, 
Gapt  Carpenter  was  ordered  to  silence  their  bat- 
tery, which  he  did  in  handsome  style  in  about 
five  minutes.  An  attack  of  infantry  was  then 
made  from  the  same  point  on  Col.  Carlin,  and  as 
their  lines  presented  the  same  advantage,  Capt 
Carpenter  again  opened  fire,  with,  such  terrific 
effect  that  their  yells  of  pain,  terror,  and  angu'^l^ 
as  our  shells  exploded  in  their  dense  rankfs  could 
be  distinctly  heard  where  we  stood.  So  well  was 
the  battery  served  that  their  attack  ceased,  and 
darkness  closed  the  conflict 

We  slept  on  our  arms,  without  fires,  and  pre- 
pared for  the  battle  which  we  well  kneir  would 
open  on  the  morrow.  During  the  nighf  we  dis- 
covered what  appeared  to  me  to  be  a  continued 
movement  of  troops,  which  led  me  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  were  massing  troops  on  our  right, 
which  information  I  had  the  honor  to  report  to 
my  immediate  superior,  Brig. -Gen.  Davis. 

As  soon  as  day  dawned  I  examined  the  line  of 
battle,  and  as  I  had  no  supports,  placed  three 
pieces  in  battery  on  my  left,  and  pointed  out  to 
Brig.-General  Sill  the  weakness  of  the  line  at  this 
point,  and  requested  him  to  order  up  some  regi- 
ments of  his  brigade,  held  in  reserve  to  strengthen 
his  right  and  protect  my  left,  feeling  certain  that 
the  enemy  m^itated  an  attack,  and  that  it  would 
be  made  at  that  place.  He  agreed  with  mc,  and 
immediately  ordered  up  two  regiments,  who  re- 
mained there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  resumed 
their  former  position  as  reserves.  Deeming  the 
knowledge  of  this  fact  of  paramount  im(>ortan<'e, 
I  despatched  a  staff-ofiQcer  to  Brig. -Gen.  Davis  to 
give  him  the  information.  Afterwards  the  den- 
eral  informed  me  that  I  must  hold  the  position  as 
best  I  could,  for  he  had  no  support  to  send  me. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  withdrawal  of 
the  reserves  ordered  up  by  Brig.-General  Sill,  the 
enemy  made  their  attack  in  five  heavy  lines,  and 
we  were  immediately  engaged.  Capt  Carpenter'^ 
battery  opened  upon  them  with  terrific  effect  with 
grape  and  canister,  and  they  were  mowe<l  down 
as  grass  beneath  the  sickle,  while  the  infantrr 
poured  in  a  well-directed  and  very  destructive  fire. 
Sheltered  by  the  rail  fence,  they  were  partiallv 
protected,  and  fired  with  the  coolness  of  veterans. 
As  soon  as  the  battle  became  general,  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Wisconsin,  which  joined  my  left,  gate 
way,  leaving  my  battery  and  left  flank  exp*>>ed 
to  an  enfilading  fire.  I  finally  succeeded  in  ral- 
lying them  as  a  reserve.  At  this  moment  the 
right  of  Brig. -General  Sill's  brigade  commenced  to 
swing  to  the  rear,  and  Col.  Carlin' s  was  dL<coT- 
ered  falling  steadily  back.  I  then  received  onlers 
to  take  position  to  the  rear  some  three  hundretl 
yards,  in  the  belt  of  timber,  f  informeii  the  staff^ 
officer  who  brought  the  order  that  we  could  main- 
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tain  oar  position  if  supported.  He  said  the  order 
Wis  peremptory,  and  I  hastened  to  execute  it, 
but  not  until  I  was  flanked  both  on  the  right  and 
led 

The  bngade  moved  to  the  rear  in  good  order, 
tnd  halted  on  the  new  line,  but  the  right  and  left 
continued  the  march,  and,  being  severely  pressed, 
we  made  a  vigorous  charge  and  drove  the  enemy 
back  in  our  front,  but,  strange  to  say,  not  only 
carried  our  point  but  swung  the  enemy*s  lines 
apon  right  and  lift  with  it  Had  we  been  sup- 
ported here  they  would  have  been  routed ;  as  it 
wa^  we  regainea  our  position  occupied  when  the 
bittle  ope^d,  but  could  hold  it  but  a  moment 
Then  we  were  forced  to  yield  to  superior  num- 
bers, and  steadily  fell  back  to  the  ground  from 
which  the  charge  was  first  made.  From  this 
point  we  chained  a  second  time,  compelling  the 
enemy  to  yield  ground,  but  our  anomunition  be- 
ginning to  fail,  and  no  wagons  to  be  found  from 
Tbich  to  replenish  the  stock,  the  brigade  was  or- 
dered to  hold  its  position  as  best  it  could,  and  if 
pressed  too  hard  to  fall  steadily  back  until  the 
Utterf  could  be  got  into  position  to  protect  their 
moTements  across  the  open  cotton-field. 

I  placed  the  battery  in  position,  and  gave  the 
')fficer  in  command,  Sergeant  Germain,  directions 
where  to  fire,  pointing  out  to  him  the  position  of 
the  brigade,  and  what  he  was  required  to  do. 

The  ammunition  of  the  regiment  now  entirely 
filing,  and  a  perfect  rout  appearing  to  have  taken 
pUce,  the  brigade  fell  back  to  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  them  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday.  At 
thi5  time  the  whole  wing  was  in  the  utmost  con- 
f>i>ion,  and  I  used  every  endeavor  to  rally  and 
organize  them,  but  without  avail.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  fear,  no  puinic,  but  a  stolid  indifference 
unaccountable;  officers  and  men  passed  to  the 
^^.  nor  words  nor  exhortations  could  prevent 
them. 

In  three  different  positions  I  used  ev^ry  ezer- 
t'oQ  to  re-form  our  lines,  but  it  became  impossi- 
^'•e.  Reaching  the  Murflreesboro  pike,  a  stampede 
^  panic  commenced  in  the  wagon-train,  but,  sue- 
cet>ding  in  getting  a  regiment  across  the  road,  it 
va>;  stopped,  and  by  a  vigorous  charge  of  cavalry 
^Ttti  from  ttie  enemy. 

We  were  then  plaosd  in  reserve  to  our  division 
along  the  tfurfreesboro  pike,  and  there  waited  in 
toiious  expectation  to  make  or  repel  an  attack 
W'til  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  or- 
d^rred  to  move  in  double-quick  to  the  extreme  left 
I"  support  the  division,  which  was  being  driven 
in  by  the  enemy ;  and,  although  fatigued  and 
Worn  out  from  want  of  nleep  and  exposure  to  rain, 
without  tents  or  blankets,  for  seven  days,  two 
diTs  of  which  time  we  had  nothing  to  eat  but 
P^rclied  com,  the  command  with  yells  of  joy  rush- 
«*!  forward,  and,  after  fording  the  river  three  times, 
pu««hed  tlie  enemy  back  with  the  greatest  rapidity, 
t'le  ground  being  covered  with  rebel  dead  and 
bounded.  We  went  into  position  about  two 
miles  from  the  ford  and  on  the  extreme  left  Dur- 
|r<z  the  night  we  threw  up  an  abattis  of  rails,  and 

lay  on  our  arms  without  fires  in  a  drenching 

lain. 


The  next  morning  (Saturday,  January  third) 
we  expected  an  attack,  but  none  occurrea  during 
the  day.  That  night  we  changed  position  to  the 
right  again,  nothing  but  picket  skirmishing  hav- 
ing occurred  during  the  day.  When  the  morn- 
ing of  Saturday  passed  without  an  attack,  I  be- 
came satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  the  enemy 
were  evacuating  Murfreesboro,  and  so  expressed  it. 
I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  gallant 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under  my  com- 
mand. If  indomitable  daring,  cool  courage,  and 
invincible  bravery  in  the  midst  of  the  turmoil  of 
such  a  battle,  when  all  space  seemed  to  be  occu- 
pied by  some  deadly  missile,  amid  carnage  and 
noise,  be  any  proof  of  heroism,  they  certaiiSy  pos* 
sess  it  Man^  instances  of  personal  daring  and 
feats  of  individual  prowess  were  visibly  perform- 
ed, but  I  must  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  subor- 
dinate commanders  for  names  and  instances. 

To  the  men  and  officers  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
and  Thirty-fifth  Illinois  and  the  Eighth  Wiscon- 
sin  battery  I  owe  especial  thanks  for  the  deter- 
mined bravery  and  chivalric  heroism  they  evinced 
throughout  Also  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  a  new  regiment  It  was  the 
first  time  they  were  under  fire,  and  with  but  few 
exceptions,  they  manfully  fronted  the  storm  of 
battle,  and  gave  earnest  proof  of  what  may  here- 
after be  expected  of  them.  I  desire  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  commanding  officer  to  the  gallant 
conduct  of  Lieut -Colonel  Chandler,  commanding 
the  Thirty-fifth  Illinois,  whose  cool,  steady  cour- 
age, admirable  deportment,  and  skilful  manage- 
ment evinced  the  soldier  true  and  tried,  and  who 
at  all  times  proved  himself  worthy  of  the  trust  he 
holds.  Major  Mcllvain  of  the  same  regiment,  who 
had  the  supervision  of  skirmishers,  I  cannot  praise 
too  much.  His  good  judgment  and  skilful  hand- 
ling elicited  encomiums  of  well-merited  compli- 
ments at  all  time&  He  was  cool,  determined,  and 
persevering. 

Lieut -Colonel  Timberlake  and  Major*  Wood- 
bury, of  the  Eighty-first  Indiana,  displayed  manly 
courage,  and  held  their  regiment  firm  and  steady 
under  a  heavy  fire.  For  officers  young  in  the 
service,  their  efforts  are  worthy  of  imitation. 

Captain  W.  Taggert,  who  succeeded  to  the 
command  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  regiment, 
behaved  as  a  soldier  should  everywhere — efficient 
and  ever  ready  to  execute  orders. 

First  Sei^eant  of  the  Eighth  Wisconsin  battery 
merits  much  praise  for  the  cool,  skilful,  and  de- 
termined manner  he  served  his  battery  after  he 
succeeded  to  the  command. 

To  my  staff— Captain  George  Austin,  A.  A.A.G., 
Captain  A.  C.  ,Keyes,  Lieutenant  C.  P.  Ford, 
Lieutenant  John  F.  Isom,  Lieutenant  W.  R.  Mc- 
Chesney,  and  Lieutenant  H.  S.  Parks—I  owe  es- 
pecial thanks  for  the  manner  they  served  upon 
the  field,  conveying  my  orders  wherever  required 
through  tf  hail-storm  of  shot,  shells,  and  bullets, 
regardless  of  all  save  the  performance  of  their 
duty.  During  the  confiict,  it  being  necessary,  in 
the  absence  of  staff-officers  on  duty,  to  make  use 
of  orderlies  to  Hupply  their  places,  in  connection 
herewith  I  take  great  pleasure  in  testifying  to  the 
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braye  conduct  of  orderlies  A.  T.  Freeman  and 
Abijah  Lee  of  my  escort 

Amid  the  glorious  results  of  a  battle  won,  it 
gives  me  pain  to  record  the  names  of  the  gallant 
men  who  offered  up  their  lives  on  the  altar  of  their 
country.  But  we  must  drop  the  tear  of  sorrow 
o*er  their  resting-places  and  offer  our  heartfelt 
sympathies  to  their  relatives  and  friends,  trusting 
that  God  will  care  for  them  and  soothe  their  af- 
flictions. And  while  we  remember  the  noble 
dead,  let  us  pay  a  tribute  of  respect  to  tiie  gallant 
Colonel  T.  D.  Williams,  Twenty-fifth  lUmois  regi- 
ment, who  died  in  the  performance  of  his  duty. 
He  fell  with  his  regimental  colors  in  his  hands, 
exclaiming :  *'  We  will  plant  it  here,  boys,  and 
rally  the  old  Twenty-fifth  around  it^  and  here  we 
will  die."  Such  conduct  is  abov&all  praise,  and 
words  can  paint  no  eulogiums  worthy  of  the  sub- 
ject And  here,  too,  let  me  call  attention  to  the 
conduct  of  Captain  Carpenter,  of  the  Eighth  Wis- 
consin battery,  who  fell  gallantly  serving  his  guns 
until  the  enemy  were  within  a  few  yards  of  tiieir 
muzzles.  He  died,  as  a  soldier  would  wish  to 
die,  with  his  face  to  the  foe,  in  the  smoke  and  din 
of  battle.  The  casualties  of  the  command  are 
small  in  comparison  to  the  fire  they  received  and 
the  service  done. 

The  Thirty -fifth  Illinois  lost  two  commissioned 
officers  wounded,  eight  privates  killed,  forty-nine 
wounded,  and  tbirty-two  missing.  The  Twenty- 
fifth  Illinois,  one  commissioned  officer  killed  and 
three  wounded;  fourteen  privates  killed,  sixty* 
nine  wounded,  and  thirty-five  missing.  The 
Eighty-first  Indiana,  two  commissioned  officers 
killed,  two  wounded,  and  one  missing ;  three  pri- 
vates killed,  forty  wounded,  and  thirty-nine  miss- 
ing. The  EighUi  Wisconsin  battery,  one  com- 
missioned officer  killed,  four  privates  wounded, 
and  nineteen  missing.  Total — ^four  commissioned 
officers  killed,  seven  wounded,  and  one  missing ; 
privates,  twenty-five  killed,  one  hundred  and  six- 
ty-two wounded,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  missing.  Aggregate — killed,  wounded,  and 
missing,  three  hundi^  and  twenty-four. 

I  hope  a  portion  of  those  missing  may  yet  re- 
turn, as  all  cannot  have  been  made  prisoners. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  report  to 
your  consideration,  and  remain,  dear  sir, 
Yours  most  respectfully, 

W.   E.  WOODRUFP, 

Oomnumdlng  Brigadn. 

BEPORT  OP  ACTING  GENERAL  HAZEN. 

HSADQUAKTBRS  NlNITmrTH  BbIOADI,  ARMT  Of  THB 

Gum BBMLASD,  Sbcokd  Brigadb,  Sbcohd  Ditisiom, 
Lkft  Woto,  iM  Gamp  sibaii  Murfrbbboro.  Tkhx., 

January  5,  lSd8. 

AtBistant  Adjutant- General   Fourth  Division^ 

Army  of  the  Cumberland,  Second  Brigade^ 

Second  Divinon,  Left  Wing: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port of  operations  of  troops  under  my  t^mmand 
since  leaving  Nashville,  December  twenty-sixth, 
1602 : 

The  Nineteenth  brigade,  which  I  have  com- 
manded since  its  organization  in  January,  1863, 
is  now  composed  as  follows :    ' 


The  Sixth  Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  CoL 
Walter  C.  Whitaker. 

The  Ninth  Indiana  volunteer  infimtry.  Colonel 
Wm.  a  Blake. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  volunteer 
infantry,  Colonel  Thomas  S.  Casey. 

The  Forty-first  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Aquila  Wiley  commanding. 
— and  on  leaving  Nashville  numbered  an  effect- 
ive  aggregate  of  one  thousand  three  hundred  and 
ninety-one  officers  and  men.    ^ 

Being  summoned  before  the  commission  then 
sitting  for  the  investigation  of  the  official  courbe 
of  Major-Gen.  D.  C*  Buell,  I  did  not  until  even- 
ing jom  the  brigade,  which  had  marched  to  with- 
in two  miles  of  La  Vcrgne.  Just  upon  my  vnwl 
two  regiments  of  the  brigade  had  been  thrown 
forward  to  the  right  of  the  road  into  a  dense 
cedar  brake ;  and,  as  the  temporary  commander 
did  not  think  it  necessary  to  throw  forward  skir- 
mishers, the  flank  was  marched  upon  a  force  of 
the  enemy,  who,  firing  from  cover  upon  the  head 
of  the  column,  killed  one  of  the  Ninth  Indiana, 
wounded  another,  and  wounded  two  of  the  Slith 
Kentucky. 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  December  twenty-seventh, 
I  was  ordered  to  proceed,  ^ia  the  Jefferson  pike, 
to  Stuart's  Creek,  and  save,  if  possible,  the  bridge 
crossing  it.  Ninety  men  of  the  Fourth  MichigaiQ 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Maxey,  were  sent  to  me, 
whom  I  placed  under  charge  qf  my  Assistant  In- 
spector-General, Captain  James  McCleery,  Forty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  with  directions  to  keep  me 
thoroughly  informed  of  all  that  transpirt^  in 
front,  and  as  soon  as  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
was  started  to  the  rear,  to  put  spurs  to  his  troop 
and  not  slacken  rein  until  the  bridge  was  crosscl 
The  distance  did  not  exceed  five  miles,  and  by 
disposing  flankers  for  perfect  security,  and  urging 
the  infantry  and  artillery  to  their  fullest  spe^  I 
was  enabled  to  keep  within  supporting  distance 
all  the  time.  The  enemy  was  met  three  mil^ 
from  the  bridge,  and  by  closely  following  niv  di 
rections,  a  steeple-chase  was  made  of  the  whole 
affair — the  rebel  force  amounting  to  full  fire  to 
our  one  by  the  time  the  bridge  was  reached. 
They  formed  upon  the  opposite  side,  but  were 
soon  dispersed  by  a  few  discharges  from  our  ar- 
tillery. 

In  this  affair  we  lost  one  cavalryman  wounded 
and  two  taken  by  the  enemy.  We  took  ten 
prisoners,  one  of  them  an  officer,  and  killed  one 
officer  and  several  men. 

Too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  Capt  Mo- 
Cleery,  of  my  staff,  and  Captain  Maxey,  of  the 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  for  spirit  and  darinj^  in 
this  affair.  On  reaching  the  bridge  m}'^  little  par- 
ty was  upon  the  heels  of  the  fugitives,  and  h^d 
they  been  armed  with  sabres  instead  of  rifies  hr 
slashing  upon  their  rear  the  rout  must  have  bcea 
pushed  to  a  panic. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  I  was  ordered  across  to 
the  Murfireesboro  and  Nashville  pike«  and  joining 
the  division,  propeeded  to  within  three  miles  of 
Murfreesboro.  On  the  night  of  the  thirtieth,  the 
brigade  was  ordered  to  the  fix>nt  line  to  relievt 
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the  Tenth  brigade.    This  position  we  held  when 

the  gen|nil  action  of  the  thirty-first  commenced, 
and  deserres  special  notice. 

It  was  in  a  cotton-field  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Murfieesboro,  on  the  place  of  Mr.  Cowan, 
the  line  being  at  right  angles  with  the  Murfirees- 
boro  and  Nashville  pike,  the  left  resting  on  it, 
aDii  at  a  point  about  three  hundred  yards  toward 
Nashville  from  its  intersection  with  the  Nashville 
and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  The  railroad  and 
pike  cross  at  tfajs  point  at  a  sharp  angle.  The 
position  was  utterly  untenable,  being  commanded 
br  ground  in  aH  directions  with  covers  of  wood, 
embankment  and  palisading,  at  good  musket- 
range,  in  front,  right  and  left  My  brigade  was 
formed  in  two  lines,  the  right  resting,  against  a 
>kirt  of  wood,  which,  widening  and  eittending  to 
the  right,  eave  concealment  to  Uie  Twenty-second 
brigade,  which  was  adjacent  to  mine,  and  farther 
on,  to  the  entire  division  of  Negley.  On  the  left 
of  the  pike  was  Wagner^s  brigade  of  Wood's  di- 
Tigion. 

The  Sixth  Kentucky  and  Forhr-first  Ohio  were 
in  the  front  line — the  Sixth  Kentucky  on  the 
right,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio  on  the  left  The 
Ninth  Indiana  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illi- 
nois were  in  ^the  second  line — the  Ninth  on  the 
right,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  on  the 
kit 

A  fierce  battle  bad  commenced  at  daylight  on 
our  right,  and  progressed  with  ominous  changes 
of  position  till  about  half-past  eight  a.m.,  when  it 
could  be  no  longer  doubted  that  our  entire  right 
733  being  driven  around  in  the  rear,  to  a  position 
nearly  at  right  angles  to  its  proper  Une.  At  this 
moment  auSiority  was  given  to  move  forward  to 
seize  the  commanding  positions  in  front,  and  the 
burnt  hoose  of  Mr.  Cowan.  The  line  advanced 
abont  twenty  yards,  when  orders  were  given  to 
^  to  the  rear,  the  necessity  for  which  was  ap- 
V^Ttn%  the  enemy  by  this  time  having  pushed 
forward  quite  to  our  rear.  He,  at  the  same  time, 
Wkc  cover  over  the  crest  in  front,  at  a  double- 
quick,  in  two  lines. 

I  laced  my  two  right  r^ments  to  the  rear, 
uhl  moving  them  into«the  skirt  of  the  wood  com- 
menced to  engage  in  that  direction.  My  two  left 
regiments  were  retired  about  fiftr  yards,  and 
iQoved  to  the  left  of  the  pike  to  take  cover  of  a 
%ht  crest,  and  engaged  to  the  front,  the  regi- 
ment of  Colonel  Wavne's  brigade  occupying  tlmt 
eround  (Colonel  Blake*s  Fortieth  Indiana)  ^ving 
iallen  much  to  the  rear  of  it 

The  enemy  had  by  this  time  taken  position 
aViut  the  burnt  house,  and  the  action  became  at 
Qy  position  terrific  The  efibrts  of  the  enemy  to 
force  bock  my  frt>nt  and  cross  the  cotton-field  my 
troops  had  moved  out  of,  were  persistent,  and 
vere  defeated  only  by  the  most  unflinching  de- 
termination on  the  part  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
volunteers,  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois, 
to  hold  the  ground  to  the  last 

AH  the  troops  of  General  Wood  posted  on  our 
le(l,  eicept  two  r^ments  guarding  a  ford  some 
di,vtance  to  our  left  and  rear,  were  withdrawn  to 
repel  the  assault  upon  the  right,  so  that  the  Nine- 


teenth brigade  was  the  extreme  left  of  the  army. 
Upon  this  point,  as  a  pivot,  the  whole  army  oscil- 
lated fixtm  front  to  rear  the  entire  day. 

The  ammunition  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers was  nearly  es^pended,  and  my  efforts  to  re- 
plenish were,  up  to  this  time,  fioiitless.  I  des- 
patched word  to  the  rear  that  assistance  must  be 
given  or  we  must  be  sacrificed,  as  the  position  I 
eld  could  not  be  given  up,  and  gave  orders  to 
CoL  Wiley  to  fix  his  bayonets,  and  to  Col.  Casey 
(without  bayonets)  to  club  his  guns  and  hold  the 
ground  at  all  hazards,  as  it  was  the  key  of  the 
whole  leftt.  The  responses  satisfied  me  that  my 
orders  would  be  obeyed  so  long  as  any  of  thoso 
regiments  were  left  to  obey  them.  I  now  brought 
over  the  Ninth  Indiana  from  the  right,  and  imme- 
diately posted  it  to  relieve  the  Forty-first  Ohio 
volunteers.  It  is  proper  to  state  here  that  in  ad- 
vancing to  this  position  under  a  galling  fire,  a 
cannon-shot  passed  through  the  ranks  of  the 
Ninth  Indiana,  carrying  death  with  it,  and  the 
ranks  were  closed  without  checking  a  step.  The 
Forty-first  Ohio  retired  with  its  thinned  ranks  in 
as  Kood  order  as  on  parade,  cheering  for  the  cause 
and  crying  for  cartridges. 

*  A  few  discharges  fivom  the  fresh  regiments  suf- 
ficed to  completely  check  the  foe,  who  drew  out 
of  our  range,  and  at  half-past  nine  a  lull  and  rest 
came  acceptably  to  our  troops  upon  the  left,  the 
advance  upon  the  right  having  also  been  checked. 

At  about  ten  a.m.  another  assault  was  made  by 
the  enemy  in  several  lineis  furiously  upon  our 
front,  they  succeeding  in  pushing  a  strong  column 
past  the  burnt  house,  covered  by  the  palisading, 
to  the  wood  occupied  by  the  Twenty-second  bri- 
gade and  the  Sixth  Kentucky.  All  of  our  troops 
occupying  these  woods  now  fell  back,  exposing 
my  right  flank,  and  threatening  an  assault  from 
that  point  that  would  sweep  away  our  entire  left. 
Gen.  Palmer,  seeing  the  danger  and  knowing  the 
importance  of  this  position,  sent  l^e  Twenty- 
fourth  Ohio  volunteers,  CoL  Jones,  and  a  frag- 
ment of  the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  volunteers,  under 
Capt  Woodruff,  to  my  support  I  posted  these 
and  the  Forty-first  Ohio,  with  the  left  of  the  line 
resting  on  the  Ninth  Indiana,  and  extending  to 
the  right  and  rear,  so  as  to  face  the  advancing 
column.  It  was  a  place  of  great  danger,  and  our 
losses  here  were  heavy,  including  the  gallant  Col. 
Jones,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  volunteers ;  but 
with  the  timely  assistance  of  Parson's  battery  the 
enemy  was  checked,  and  the  left  again  preserved 
fit>m  what  appeared  certain  annihilation.' 

The  enemy  now  took  cover  in  the  wood,  keep- 
ing up  so  destructive  a  fire  as  to  make  it  neces- 
sary to  retire  behind  the  embankment  of  the  rail- 
road, which  only  required  the  swinging  te  the 
rear  my  right^  the  left  having  been  posted  upon 
it  when  the  action  commenced  in  the  mommg. 
A  sharp  fire  was  kept  up  fit>m  this  position  till 
about  two  P.M.,  when  another  assault  was  made 
upon  it  in  regular  lines,  supported  by  artillery  in 
force.  This  was  resisted  much  more  easily  than 
the  preyious  ones,  there  being  now  a  large  force 
of  our  artillery  bearing  upon  this  point  The 
enemy  also  extended  ms  hues  much  fiuiher  to 
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the  left)  causing  something  of  a  diversion  of  our 
troops  in  that  direction.  The  One  Hundredth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Bartleson,  was  sent  to  me  by  the 
General  commanding  the  army,  which  was  posted 
with  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  and 
Ninth  Indiana  in  line  to  the  front,  with  the  right 
resting  on  the  railroad.  Here,  with  a  German 
regiment,  (I  think  the  Second  Missouri,)  these 
troops  fought  the  remainder  of  the  day,  the  troops 
previously  occupying  this  position  retiring  on  the 
last  approach  of  the  enemy.  A  period  of  about 
one  hour  now  ensued,  with  but  little  in&ntry 
firing,  but  a  murderous  fire  of  shot  and  shell 
from  several  directions  was  rained  upon  the  posi- 
tion, which  was  covered  by  a  thick  growth  of 
timber.  A  portion  of  Wood^s  division  (now  com- 
manded by  Gen.  Hascall)  was  also  posted  in  these 
woods,  in  rear  of  my  troops. 

About  four  o'clock  the  enemy  again  advanced 
upon  my  front  in  two  lines.  The  battle  had 
hushed,  and  the  dreadful  splendor  of  .this  ad- 
vance can  only  be  conceived,  as  all  description 
must  fall  vastly  short  His  right  was  even  with 
my  left,  and  his  left  was  lost  in  distance.  He 
advanced  steadily,  and,  as  it  seemed,  certainly  to 
victory.  I  sent  back  all  my  remaining  staff  suo- 
cessivcly  to  ask  for  support,  and  braced  up  my 
own  lines  as  perfectly  as  possible.  The  Sixth 
Kentucky  had  joined  in  from  the  right  some  time 
previously,  and  was  posted  just  over  the  em- 
bankment of  the  railroad.  They  were  strength- 
ened by  such  fragments  of  troops  as  I  could  pick 
up,  until  a  good  line  was  formed  along  the  railroad 
track.  A  portion  of  Sheridan's  division  was  also 
but  a  few  hundred  yards  in  rear  replenishing 
their  boxes.  A  portion  of  Gen.  HascalPs  troops 
were  on  the  right  of  the  railroad  The  fire  of  the 
troops  was  held  until  the  enemy's  right  fiank 
came  in  close  range,  when  a  single  volley  from 
my  men  was  sufficient  to  disperse  this  portion  of 
bis  line,  his  left  passing  far  around  to  our  right 
This  virtually  ended  the  fight  of  the  day.  My 
brigade  rested  where  it  had  fought — not  a  stone's 
throw  from  where  it  was  posted  in  the  morning - 
until  withdrawn  at  dawn  next  day. 

The  Sixth  Kentucky  was  not  under  my  imme- 
diate observation  from  the  first  assault  until  late 
in  the  day,  but  during  the  portion  of  the  time  it 
was  with  me — and  I  have  reason  to  believe  at  all 
other  times  —  it  fought  unflinchingly,  and  is  de- 
serving of  all  praise.  It  repelled  three  assaults 
of  a  rebel  brigMle  from  the  burnt  house,  endea- 
voring to  gain  the  woods,  and  only  retired  when 
it<(  ammunition  was  exhausted.  Among  its  killed 
are  Lieut -Gol.  Cotton  and  Capt  Todd,  men  pos- 
sessing in  the  highest  d^ree  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  their  brothers  in  arms,  and  who  will  be 
deeply  lamented  by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois,  a  new 
regiment,  never  before  under  fire,  displayed  that 
fearless  courage  one  admires  in  veterans.  Their 
losses  from  artillery  were  heavy. 

The  Ninth  Indiana  and  Forty-first  Ohio  main- 
tained fully  their  well-known  reputation  for  per- 
fect discipline,  dauntless  courage,  and  general 
fighting  qualities.    Their  steadiness  under  fire 


was  incredible.    The  latter,  while  resting,  was 
taken  by  its  commander,  without  orders,  to  repel 
an  assault  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  our  train, 
effecting  the  object  and  returning  to  its  position. 
The  casualties  of  this  day  were  as  follows : 

Officers  Enlisted  Men  »«-»-    r  » i 

Killed.  WoU  Killed.  WoU  «»»«.  Total 

tth  Kentucky,... 8          6  II           85  10         m 

9th  Indiana, 1           6  9           89  18         117 

110th  niinoU, 1          8  6          48  19          O 

41st  Ohio 1           8  IS           96  17         1S9 


Total,. 


16 


88         818 


68         4S4 


A  lai^e  list  also  occurred  among  the  other 
troops  under  my  immediate  control  on  the  field ; 
but  they  will  be  reported  by  their  proper  brigade 
commanders. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  command- 
ers of  those  troops  (many  of  their  names  I  do  not 
know)  for  implicit  obedience  to  my  orders,  and  to 
Col.  Bartleson,  of  the  One  Hundredth  Illinois,  (or 
valuable  services. 

To  the  ofiScers  commanding  regiments  in  this 
brigade  too  much  consideration  cannot  be  given, 
both  by  their  commanding  generals  and  the  oouo- 
try.  Besides  the  actual  service  rendered  their 
country  this  day,  such  heroic  and  daring  valor 
justly  entitles  these  men  to  the  profound  respe<*t 
of  the  people  of  the  country.  To  them  the  com- 
mander of  the  brigade  feels  that  he  owes  every 
thing  this  day,  as  there  were  times  when  &lter- 
ing  on  their  part  would  have  been  destruction  to 
the  left  of  the  army.  He  ow*es  the  success  of 
this  day  not  only  to  proper  conduct  on  the  field, 
but  more  to  strict  obedience  to  orders  and  a 
manly  codperation  in  bringing  this  brigade  to  its 
present  high  state  of  discipline  and  efiBciency, 
through  constant  care,  labor,  and  study  for  a 
period  of  over  twelve  months.  This  al<me  hai 
produced  this  proud  result  To  Lieut  Colonel 
Suman,  also,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana,  twice  wound- 
ed, great  credit  is  due  for  gallantry. 

Capt  Cockerill,  battery  F,  First  Ohio  volunteer 
artillery,  showed,  as  he  always  has,  great  prod- 
ciency  as  an  artillery  officer.  He  was  also  severely 
wounded.  Lieut  Osborne,  of  the  same  battery, 
being  at  the  rear  to  fill  his  caissons  when  the 
train  was  menaced,  turned  his  pieces  upon  the 
enemy,  and  greatly  assisted  in  dispersing  them. 
Lieut  Parsons,  of  the  Fourth  United  States  artil- 
lery, who  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  near 
my  position  all  day,  is  also  deserving  of  tlie 
warmest  consideration  of  the  Government  for  the 
efficient  manner  in  which  his  battery  was  ma- 
noeuvred. 

To  my  staff^  also,  every  thing  can  be  said  in 
their  praise.  To  Major  R.  L.  Kimberly,  Forty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General;  Lieuts.  William  M.  Beebe  and  £.  B. 
Atwood,  of  the  same  regiment,  aids-de-camp,  and 
Captain  L.  A.  Cole,  Ninth  Indiana,  topograpbic&l 
officer,  for  intelligently  carrying  my  orders  and 
assisting  in  posting  troops,  under  a  galling  fire, 
the  whole  day ;  to  Capt  James  lilcCIeer}',  Forty- 
first  Ohio  volunteers,  Acting  Inspector  GeoerAl, 
for  assisting  to  bring  forward  ammunition  even 
after  being  womided;   to  Harry  Morton,  Sixth 
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,  Kentucky,  Tolunteer  aid-de-camp,  for  similar 
services;  to  Lieut.  F.  D.  Cobb,  For^-first  Ohio 
volunteers.  Acting  Commissary  of  Subsistence, 
for  intelligently  keeping  me  informed  of  what 
vas  transpiring  beyond  my  immediate  vision — 
and  all  for  unqualified  bravery — are  deserving,  as 
tht^y  have,  my  warmest  thanks  and  the  oonsider- 
tion  of  Government. 

Ih.  M.  G.  Sherman,  Ninth  Indiana,  surgeon 
of  the  brigade,  was  Acting  Medical  Director  of 
tbe  diyision,  and  removed  fix>m  my  immediate 
notice ;  yet  I  have  reason  to  call  favorable  notice 
to  this  officer. 

Lieut  J.  L.  Chilton,  Sixth  Kentucky,  Acting 
Bri^de  Quartermaster  in  the  absence  of  Captain 
Johnson,  exercised  great  capacity  in  caring  for 
and  keeping  from  the  enemy  the  trains  of  the 
bri'j^de. 

I  am  under  many  obligations  to  the  General 
crvinmanding  the  division  for  the  confidence  re> 
pi>^  in  me  in  vestiog  with  me  the  management 
of  $0  important  a  portion  of  the  field. 

By  seiang  the  little  crest  occupied  by  my  troops 
esrljr  in  the  morning,  not  exceeding  two  feet  in 
btright,  and  later  the  railroad  embankment,  hun- 
dr4s  of  lives  were  saved,  the  strength  of  my 
bri^'ade  doubled,  and  the  position  successfully 
btli  This  will  account  for  the  smaller  list  of 
^vjalties  than  that  of  some  brigades  that  did 
ie^^  %hting. 

I  am  happy  to  report,  with  some  twenty  miser- 
able exceptions,  no  straggling  in  this  bri^ide. 

The  casualties  of  my  personnel  were  as  fol- 
i^v's :  The  Colonel  commanding  the  brigade  was 
|'nii>ed  by  a  ball  upon  the  shoulder,  and  his 
bor^e  was  killed ;  Captain  McCleery,  Forty-first 
f>f.ir>  volunteers,  Acting  Inspector-Ueneral,  shot 
t^-uugh  the  leg ;  First  Lieutenant  Wm.  M.  Beebe, 
Fortv-tirst  Ohio  volunteers,  Aid-de-Camp,  wound- 
<^  in  the  head  and  horse  shot ;  Captain  L.  A.  Cole 
N'nth  Indiana,  topographical  officer,  wounded 
f  ^itl?  in  the  foot ;  Orderly  Deaderick,  Sergeant 
^'  •  jrth  Kentucky  cavalry,  mortally  wounded  and 
|i  *r<«  shot,  and  Bugler  Leaman,  Sixth  Kentucky, 
b"!^  shot 

^'lose  observation  on  the  conduct  and  character 
^f  ^\XT  army  for  the  past  few  days  has  confirmed 
D"  in  a  loog-settled  belief  that  our  army  is  borne 
^>vh  by  a  lamentable  weight  of  official  incapaci- 
^J  in  re^mental  organizations.  The  reasonable 
expectations  of  the  country  can,  in  my  opinion, 
n;  ver  be  realized  till  this  incubus  is  summarily 
ji.'lded,  and  young  men  of  known  military  abili- 
ty and  faculty  to  coounand  men,  without  regard 
t'^  pf^^oas 'seniority,  are  put  in  their  places.  I 
^^r  upon  the  field  company  officers  of  over  a 
jATi  standing  who  had  neither  the  power  nor 
^'Hwledge  how  to  form  their  men  in  two  ranks. 

On  the  second  instant  my  brigade  was  ordered 
i<  n.«s  the  river  to  support  CoL  Grose,  command- 
14  the  Tenth  brigade,  then  in  reserve  to  General 
^  ta  Cleve,  whose  division  (the  only  one  on  that 
'>d<*  the  river)  had  been  vigorously  attacked  by 
t>  enemy.  I  reached  the  field  about  four  p  m., 
finding  hU  entire  division  put  to  rout  The  ene- 
^J  had  been  checked  by  CoL  Grose  and  a  por- 


tion of  Negley's  division  and  the  several  batteries 
from  the  point  occupied  by  Gen.  Cruft*s  brigade. 
U  was  difficult  to  say  which  was  running  away 
the  most  rapidly  —  the  division  of  Van  Cleve  to 
the  rear  or  the  enemy  in  the  opposite  direction. 

I  found  myself  in  command  of  all  the  troops 
on  that  side  of  the  river.  Leaving  three  of  my 
r^ments  in  position  as  a  reserve,  I  pushed  for- 
ward with  the  portion  of  CoL  Grose's  brigade  al- 
ready moving,  and  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, pursuing  the  enemy  beyond  all  the  ground 
occupied  by  our  forces  before  the  fight  I  here 
formed  the  best  line  circumstances  would  admit 
o^  the  Forty-first  Ohio  volunteers  being  the  only 
regiment  wholly  in  hand.  The  others  were  badly 
broken,  the  only  idea  of  their  officers  seeming  to 
be  to  push  on  pell-mell,  which,  if  carried  beyond 
the  point  then  occupied,  might  have  resulted  dis- 
astrously. I  succeeded  in  checking  this  strag- 
glins  to  the  front,  with  the  aid  of  Col.  Grider,  of 
the  Ninth  Kentucky,  who  came  forward  and  per- 
formed this  valuable  service  after  his  regiment 
had  gone  to  the  rear. 

I  was  relieved  by  the  first  division  of  Gen.  Jefi; 
C.  Davis,  who  arrived  just  at  dark. 

When  far  advanced  in  pui^^uit,  a  portion  of 
General  Negley's  batteries,  far  in  the  rear,  was 
firing  on  my  line,  and  continued  to  do  so  (without 
damage)  until  an  aid-de-camp  was  sent  to  ask 
that  it  be  discontinued.  After  forming  my  ad- 
vance-line a  battery  of  the  enemy,  about  four 
hundred  yards  in  front,  continued  to  fire  upon  us 
with  great  rapidity.  I  ordered  the  Forty-first 
Ohio  volunteers  to  fire  one  volley  upon  it  No 
more  firing  took  place  on  either  side,  and  the 
weakness  of  my  line  prevented  my  going  farther. 
The  next  day  three  caissons  and  several  dead  men 
and  horses  were  found  at  this  point 

It  was  in  this  fight  that  the  famous  rebel  Gren. 
Roger  B.  Hanson  was  killed  and  General  Adams 
wounded,  but  whether  in  their  advance  or  retreat 
I  never  knew. 

First  Lieut  F.  D.  Cobb,  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, acting  aid-de-camp,  comported  himself  with 
great  gallantry  on  the  field.  Seizing  the  colors  of 
the  Thirty-sixth  Indiana  that  had  been  shot  down, 
he  galloped  forward,  rallying  many  stragglers, 
who,  though  going  in  the  right  direction,  were 
doing  so  ineffectively  and  on  their  own  account 

My  casualties  in  this  action  were  slight,  and  in 
all,  since  leaving  Nashville,  are : 

Commissioned  officers  killed, 5 

Commissioned  officers  wounded, 20 

Total  commissioned, 26 

Enlisted  men  killed, 41 

Enlisted  men  wounded, 818 

Total  enlisted, 859 

Missing, . . . . : 52 

-Aggregate, 486 

I  would  respectfully  call  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  the  division  to  accompanying 
reports  of  regimental  commanders,  and  of  Lieut. 
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Chilton,  in  charge  of  train ;  also  to  explanatory 

sketch.    I  am,  Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient 

servant,  W.  B.  Hazen, 

Colonel  Forty-first  Ohio  Yolonteert,  commanding  Nineteenth 
Brigade,  Second  Brigade,  Second  Dirinon,  Left  Wing. 

ADDENDA  TO  REPORT. 

OPERATIONS  OP  NINETEENTH  BRIGADE,  FOURTH  DIVI- 
SION, (second  brigade,  SECOND  DIVISION,  LEFT 
WING,)  FOURTEENTH  ARM7  CORPS,  FROM  DECEMBER 

.     26,  1862,  TO  JANUARY  1, 1863. 

The  Nineteenth  brigade,  of  Nelson's  old  Fourth 
division,  was  organized  under  its  present  com- 
mander in  January,  1662.  After  reaching  Nash- 
*  ville  the  succeeding  month,  some  change  of  regi- 
ments was  made ;  but,  except  the  addition  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois  last  September,  it 
still  consists  of  the  same  regiments  that  marched 
with  Nelson  to  Shiloh  on  the  memorable  sixth  t>f 
April,  followed  him  to  Corinth,  and  through  the 
summer  campaign  in  Western  Tennessee,  Missis- 
sippi, and  Alabama,  and  later,  under  less  noted 
leaders,  participated  in  the  Kentucky  campaign 
of  last  fall,  fighting  the  retreating  rebels  for  Uiirty 
miles  in  the  passes  of  the  Wild  Cat  Mountains. 
The  following  is  the  organization : 

Sixth  Kentucky  volunteers.  Colonel  Walter  C. 
Whitaker. 

Ninth  Indiana  volunteers,  CoL  Wm.  H.  Blake. 

Eleventh  Illinois  volunteers,  Colonel  Thos.  S. 
Casey. 

Forty-first  Ohio  volunteers,  Lieut-Col.  Aquila 
Wiley  commanding. 

Colonel  Wm.  B.  Hazen,  Forty-first  Ohio  volun- 
teers, commanding  the  brigade. 

Oil  the  twenty-sixth  December,  1862,  the  bri- 
gade moved  with  the  division  on  the  Nashville  pike 
to  La  Vergna  At  this  place  a  show  of  resistance 
was  made  by  one  or  two  rebel  batteries  command- 
ing the  road,  and  the  Sixth  Kentucky  and  Ninth 
Indiana  being  sent  around  to  the  right,  encoun- 
tered a  rebel  force  in  a  cedar  wood ;  but  after  a 
brisk  skirmish  they  cleared  the  wood,  with  a  loss 
of  one  man  killed  and  three  wounded. 

The  next  day  Col.  Hazen  was  ordered  to  march 
rapidly  down  the  Jefferson  pike  to  Stuart^s  creek 
(five  miles)  and  save  the  bridge.  The  enemy 
were  met  about  three  miles  from  the  bridge,  but 
were  at  once  vigorously  charged  by  a  squadron 
of  the  Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  in  charge  of 
CapU  McCleery,  of  CoL  Hazen*s  staf^  and  put  to 
flight. 

The  infantry  and  artillery  were  urged  forward 
at  their  utmost  speed,  and  so  impetuous  was  the 
charge  and  pursuit  that  the  astonished  rebels 
were  driven  pell-meU  across  the  bridge,  losing  one 
officer  and  ten  men  prisoners  and  one  officer  and 
several  men  killed. 

Their  reserve  force  across  the  creek  (they  had 
a  brigade  at  the  place)  staid  only  for  half  a  dozen 
shells,  when  it  also  ^*  skedaddled,**  leaving  the 
bridge  unharmed 

^  On  the  twenty-ninth  the  brigade  rejoined  the 
division  on  the  Murfireesboro  pike  and  marched 
to  the  battle-field  of  Stone  River.  Palmer's  divi- 
Bion,  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty-flrst  December, 


occupied  the  right  of  the  left  wing  of  Gren.  Rose-, 
crans*s  army.  Qen.  Cruft*s  brigade  was  in  a 
wood  to  the  right  of  the  Murfireesboro  and  Nash- 
ville pike,  and  on  its  left  the  brigade  of  Colond 
Hazen,  extending  to  the  pike  and  occupying  a 
cotton-field  in  firont  of  the  burnt  house  of  Mr. 
Cowan.  Wood's  division  was  to  the  1^  of  the 
pike,  and  Negley  on  the  right  of  General  Cnifl 
CoL  Grose's  brigade  of  Palmer's  division  was  in 
reserve.  Colonel  Hazen's  position  was  extremely 
un&vorable,  and  he  asked  of  Gen.  Rcfiecrans  per- 
misfflon  to  advance  beyond  the  burnt  house  and 
seize  the  crest  of  a  ridge  occupied  by  the  enemy  s 
pickets.  The  permission  was  given  and  the  bri- 
gade ordered  forward.  Scarcely  had  the  move- 
ment commenced  when  the  heavy  firing  on  th« 
right,  which  had  begun  at  daylight,  was  heard 
almost  in  our  rear,  indicating  that  McCook  and 
Negley  were  being  driven  rapidly  backward.  .Al- 
most at  the  same  time  a  strong  line  of  rebel  iu- 
fimtry  appeared  on  the  crest  beyond  the  burnt 
house,  moving  upon  us  at  a  double-quick.  The 
brigade  was  at  once  faced  about  and  moved  to 
the  rear,  and  partly  across  the  pike,  so  that  the 
left  of  the  first  line  (the  Forty-first  Ohio  and 
Sixth  Kentucky)  rested  on  the  railroad,  which 
at  this  point  is  about  one  hundred  yards  from 
the  pike  and  nearly  parallel  with  it  A  Blight 
rise  of  ground  here  afforded  some  cover.  The 
Forty-first  Ohio  and  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Il- 
linois were  here  soon  hotly  engaged  with  the  ad- 
vandng  rebels — ^too  hotly  for  tiieir  continued  ad- 
vance, which,  with  the  aid  of  Cockeriirs  Sixth 
Ohio  battery,  was  checked.  Th^  Sixth  Kentucky 
and  Ninth  Indiana,  still  on  the  right  of  the  pike, 
also  became  engaged  in  that  direction.  Plantii^ 
their  batteries  on  the  crest  in  front,  and  firing 
over  their  own  infantiT,  thd  rebels  soon  poured 
a  storm  of  shot  and  shell  upon  our  lines.  But 
they  could  not  take  the  position,  and  a  short  ces- 
sation of  their  efforts  ensued. 

At  about  ten  o*  clock  their  grand  effort,  meant 
to  crush  the  left  of  our  army,  and  leave  it  with 
disordered  ranks  and  broken  lines,  an  easy  prey, 
was  made.  On  the  right  McCook  had  been  drir- 
en  back  till  he  was  nearly  in  our  rear ;  N^ley 
had  given  way,  and  Rousseau's  reserve,  sent  to 
retrieve  their  disasters,  had  shared  a  like  fate  be> 
fore  the  impetuous  assaults  of  the  victorious  re- 
bels. All  troops  to  the  left  of  Palmer  had  been 
withdrawn  to  resist  the  terrible  attack  on  the 
right  Clouds  of  soldiers,  breaking  firom  the 
woods  across  the  open  fields  to  the  right  and  na&r 
— artillery,  with  the  horses  goaded  to  a  run,  fly- 
ing from  the  rapidly  pursuing  foe — all  this,  plain- 
ly seen  to  the  rear,  told  how  fearfully  imminent 
was  destruction  in  that  quarter.  To  the  front 
the  rebels,  in  double  lines,  were  steadily  advanc- 
ing upon  Palmer's  division,  the  only  one  of  the 
army  that  had  not  been  driven  back.  Heavy 
columns  were  moving  to  attack  the  right  of  Cruft'^ 
brigade,  and  a  murderous  artillery4ire  covering 
this  and  the  overwhelming  advance  upon  Hazen. 
rained  shells  upon  our  men.  It  was  the  critical 
moment  of  the  day.  If  the  right  of  the  army 
were  ever  to  recover  itself  and  check  the  on- 
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sUoght  upon  it,  it  must  be  upon  the  ground  in 
rear  of  Ptlmer,  and  that  he  must  cover  if  his  di- 
rision  be  aimihilated.  Abeady  half  a  dozen  bat- 
teries, hastily  pUu»d  in  position  there,  are  wut- 
iog  to  check,  with  grape  and  canister,  the  steady 
'adyance  of  the  enemy,  and  the  scattered  regi- 
ments are  forming  in  Une  along  the  railroad  be- 
fine  the  rebels  shall  be  again  upon  them. 

Now,  if  Hazen  holds  hu  place,  the  disaster  may 
be  stopped.    Down  upon  Palmer's  division  came 
the  rebels  like  an  avalanchei     Cruft,  in  the  wood 
to  the  right  of  the  pike,  is  overpowered,  and  &lls 
bads,  leaving  hundreds  on  the  field,  and  exposing 
the  right  fluik  of  Hazen's  brigade.     The  Forty- 
first  Ohio,  in  Hazen^s  first  line,  has  expended  all 
its  aiamumtion,  (no  more  at  hand,)  and  been  re- 
Keved  by  the  Ninth  Indiana,  whose  supply  is 
aUo  getting  smalL     The  order  is  to  fix  bayonets 
and  give  them  steel  if  they  are  not  checked,  and 
the  men  obey  with  a  cheer.     Fortunately,  am- 
munition comes ;  the  Forty-first  is  supplied,  and, 
with  the  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  volunteers  and 
part  of  the  Thhiy-sixth  Indiana,  of  CoL  Grose's 
brigade,  which  have  been  hurried  to  Hazen,  is 
fi>rmed  to  protect  the  exposed  right  flank.    These 
regiments  stood  as  firm  as  rock,  delivering  their 
^  with  terrible  effect    Parsons' s  regular  bat- 
terj  pours  death  into  the  rebels  in  the  wood  just 
Tacated  by  CWt ;  and  the  Ninth  Indiana,  in  the 
old  position  on  the  left  of  the  line  (now  the  left 
oC  the  army)  has  perceptibly  thinned  their  ranks 
during  the  advance  over  the  half-mile  of  open 
field    But  one  rebel  regiment  braved  that  fire, 
after  coming  within  three  hundred  yards,  and 
that,  wiih  every  mounted  officer  and  half  its  men 
shot,  threw  itself  flat  upon  the  ground  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  our  line,  unable 
to  advance  and  not  daring  to  retreat  in  line.    So 
this  point  was  held,  and  the  army,  re-forming, 
held  the  rebels  at  bay  until  they  desisted  from 
toe  attack,  though  they  still  occupied  fitvorable 
covers  within  range,  and  continued  a  galling  fire 
upon  Hazen's  br^ade.    To  avoid  this  Col.  Hazen 
swimg  the  light  of  his  line  to  the  rear,  occupying 
the  Ime  of  the  railroad  embankment     At  one 
o'clock  p.K.  the  enemy  made  a  third  attempt  to 
gun  this  point     Long  double  lines  of  infantry, 
enough  to  overwhelm  the  thinned  ranks  of  the 
federal  br^^e,  came  gallantly  over  the  crest 
beyond  the  burnt  house,  and  advanced  confident- 
ly to  the  charge.     CoL  Hazen  held  the  fire  of  his 
i&en  nntil  the  rebels  were  in  range,  when  it  was 
poured  upon  them  thick  As  haiL     A  number  of 
our  batteries  were  also  in  position  in  rear  of  Ha- 
<e&*8  line,  and  their  fire  was  too  severe  for  rebel 
^daranee.     Unable  to  take  the  point,  they  with- 
<|rew  their  infimtry,  and  from  batteries  to  the 
^ht,  left  Mod  fitmt  maintained  a  murderous  fire 
^  nearly  two  hours.    The  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  lUmois  suffered  severely  from  this  artillery- 
fire,  but  not  a  regiment  wavered. 

Agam  at  four  o'clock  the  rebels  attempted  to 
(jTce  this  position.  Their  heavy  lines,  as  they 
ome  in  sight,  covered  our  fr^nt  and  extended  to 
our  right  until  hid  frt>m  view  by  intervening 
woodSb    CoL  Hasen  braced  up  his  weakened  line 
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as  well  as  possible,  placed  in  position  a  regiment 
sent  him  by  Gen.  Rosccrans,  and  waited  the  at- 
tack. Reserving  the  fire  until  the  enemy  were 
in  close  range,  the  first  volley  from  our  troops 
dispersed  the  advancing  line  of  rebels  in  the  front. 
No  more  advances  of  infantry  were  made,  though 
the  enemy  kept  up  an  annoying  artillery-fire  till 
nearly  dark.  Col.  Hazen's  brigade  lay  down  tliat 
night  upon  the  ground  it  had  so  steadfastly  held 
— the  only  brigade  in  the  army  that  was  not  driv- 
en from  its  position. 

The  honor  had  been  dearly  won.  Lieut -Col. 
Cotton  and  Capt  Todd,  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky ; 
Lieut  Hart,  of  the  Forty-first  Ohio ;  Lieutenant 
Kesler,  of  the  Ninth  Indiana,  and  Lieut  Payne, 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illinois,  were 
killed,  and  eighteen  officers  of  the  brigade  were 
wounded  more  or  less  severely.  CoL  Hazen  lost 
his  horse,  shot  under  him,  and  received  a  glanc- 
ing ball  upon  his  own  shoulder.  Three  of  his 
stajff  were  wounded,  and  Captain  Cockerill,  who 
had  so  bravely  and  efficiently  served  his  battery, 
received  a  severe  wound  upon  the  foot  by  a  solid 
shot  Of  the  gallant  rank  and  file  of  the  brigade, 
the  men  who  never  quailed  when  the  rebels,  six 
to  one,  came  pouring  down  upon  them  thick  as 
hail — three  hundred  and  fifty-one  had  fallen  on 
the  field,  a  third  nearly  of  their  whole  number. 
At  daylight  of  January  first  the  brigade  fell  back 
to  the  new  position  taken  by  the  army.  On  the 
second,  when  Hardee*s  corps  made  the  desperate 
attempt  to  turn  our  left  flank,  which  had  been 
thrown  across  Stone  River,  Colonel  Hazen  was  or- 
dered across  to  support  Col.  Grose.  The  latter 
had  checked  the  furious  rebel  onslaught,  which 
had  borne  before  it  Van  elevens  division,  and 
when  CoL  Hazen  arrived  on  the  field  the  enemy 
was  retreating.  Hastily  posting  three  regiments 
as  a  reserve.  Colonel  Hazen,  with  the  Forty-first 
Ohio,  and  part  of  Colonel  Grose^s  men,  advanced 
rapidly  in  pursuit  Coming  within  about  three 
hundred  yards  of  a  rebel  battery,  which  was 
throwing  shell  with  great  rapidity,  the  Forty-first 
was  ordered  to  give  it  one  volley.  The  battery 
fired  not  another  shot,  but  fled,  leaving  three' 
caissons,  one  piece,  their  captain,  and  several 
men  and  horses  on  the  ground  as  witnesses  of 
the  effects  of  that  volley. 

Since  leaving  Nashville  with  one  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-five  men,  the  losses  of 
ihe  brigade  have  been  four  hundred  and  thirty- 
two  officers  and  men. 

GENERAL  KIBK*S  REPORT. 

NASBTiLLa,  Jaoiuury  10, 1863. 

Certain  J.  M.  Bartlette,  A. A,  General : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  my  brigade  on  the  thirtieth  and  thirty- 
first  of  December,  in  the  battle  of  Stone  River. 
The  official  report  of  CoL  Dodge,  now  command- 
ing the  Second  brigade,  (old  Fifth,)  commences 
with  the  time  when  I  surrendered  up  the  com- 
mand to  him ;  mine  will  extend  to  that  tiine,  and 
will  embrace  such  movements. and  dispositions  as 
were  made  under  my  direction,  and  such  facts  as 
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ment  to  the  right  of  the  First  Ohio  in  full  retreat, 
and  in  a  few  moments  I  saw  the  First  Ohid  mov- 
ing to  the  rear.  I  could  see  no  enemy  on  ac- 
count of  the  intervening  ridge,  and  supposing  that 
the  First  Ohio  had  exhausted  its  ammunition,  I 
instantly  prepared  to  take  its  place,  hut  just  be- 
fore it  reached  my  lines,  to  my  utter  amazement, 
a  mass  of  the  enemy  appeared  moving  obliquely 
upon  my  right ;  a  change  of  front  was  imperativei 
Whilst  executing  this  movement^  refusing  my 
right  to  the  enemy,  the  First  Ohio  passed  through 
the  right  of  my  regiment  and  threw  into  great 
confusion  my  four  right  companies.  Their  offi- 
cers promptly  arrested  this,  and  I  here  take  oc- 
casion to  thank  Gapt  John  Lucas,  commanding 
company  F,  First  Lieut  Thomas  Forman,  com- 
manding company  A,  First  Lieutenant  Joseph  £. 
Miller,  commanding  company  D,  and  Second 
Lieut  A.  Sidney  Smith,  commanding  company 
I,  for  their  steadiness  at  this  trying  moment  In 
the  mean  time  my  left,  getting  into  position,  pour- 
ed its  fire  into  the  steadily  advancing  columns  of 
the  enemy,  but  the  troops  to  my  left  were  giving 
way  and  the  enemy,  getting  a  battery  into  posi- 
tion, almost  en61aded  me.  The  right  of  the  divi- 
sion was  completely  crushed  in,  and  I  had  no 
connection,  consequently  no  protection  here.  It 
was  soon  manifest  I  must  either  fall  back  or  be 
isolated.  A  new  position  was  taken,  some  two 
hundred  paces  in  rear  of  our  first,  and  here  I  be- 
lieve we  could  have  successfully  resisted  the  ene- 
my ;  but  some  general,  I  don^t  know  who,  order- 
ed the  entire  line  to  fall  back  still  further,  and 
those  who  like  rapid  movements  would  have  been 
more  than  satisfied  with  the  celerity  with  which 
some  of  the  floating  fragments  of  regiments  obey- 
ed him.  Pending  this  movement,  my  attention 
was  called  by  Col.  Baldwin  to  a  portion  of  a  bat- 
tery abandoned  by  those  whose  business  it  was 
to  look  after  it  A  full  battery  of  the  enemy 
was  playing  upon  it  at  the  time.  I  immediately 
yok^  the  Legion  to  it,  and  with  Huston  and 
Thomasson  as  the  wheel-horses,  it  was  dragged 
to  the  railroad^  where  the  new  line  was  forming. 
I  was  shortly  ordered  to  move  by  the  flank  fur- 
ther up  the  railroad,  where  a  position  was  taken 
that  was  not  assailed  on  this  day.  I  had  gone 
into  the  fight  with  three  hundred  and  twenty 
muskets,  a  portion  of  my  command  being  on  de- 
tached service.  Nineteen  men  were  killed,  in- 
cluding Q^pt  Ferguson,  of  company  I.  He  was 
one  of  our  best  officers.  Eighty  were  wounded, 
among  whom  were  seven  commissioned  officers, 
namely,  Lieut-CoL  Wm.  W.  Berry,  shot  through 
the  wrist ;  Major  John  L.  Treanor,  wounded  by 
a  shell  in  the  thigh ;  Capt  A.  H.  Speed,  in  the 
abdomen ;  Capt.  L.  P.  Lovett,  slightly  in  the 
thigh ;  First  Lieutenant  Frank  Dissell,  mortally ; 
First  Lieutenant  John  D.  Sheppard,  seriously 
through  the  left  lung ;  and  First  Lieut  Wm.  H. 
Powell,  slightly  in  the  shoulder.  Twenty-six  are 
missing ;  some  of  these,  I  am  mortified  to  say, 
ran  away  at  the  first  fire.  Their  names  shall  be 
duly  reported. 

During  the  engagement  my  color-bearer  was 
fihot^  and  down  went  the  flag ;  but  like  lightning 


it  gleamed  aloft  again,  in  the  hands  of  three  men, 
struggling  who  should  have  it ;  th^r  names  are 
John  B.  Schuble  of  company  £,  Charles  Flick- 
hammer  of  company  H,  and  Sergeant  John  Baker 
of  company  D  |  the  latter  bore  it  throughout  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  Private  Wm.  Shumaker 
of  company  G  was  badly  shot  through  the  thigh, 
but  persisted  in  fighting  with  the  regiment  till  he 
was  forced  to  the  rear  by  order  of  his  captain ;  I 
commend  him  for  his  devotion.  Sergeant-Major 
Willett  deported  himself  most  bravely,  and  de- 
serves promotion.  Adjutant  Johnston  rendered 
me  every  assistance  in  his  power,  and  I  especiallj 
thank  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  first  of  January,  I  re- 
ceived orders  to  move  further  to  the  front  There 
was  no  general  advance  of  our  lines,  though  con- 
stant skirmishing  throughout  the  day.  Captain 
Thomasson  had  command  of  the  skirmish  line. 
and  by  his  adroitness  was  mainly  instrumental 
in  the  capture  of  ninety-seven  prisoners.  The 
enemy  held  a  dense  wood  about  three  hundred 
yards  in  front  of  us,  on  the  edge  of  which  were  some 
cabins,  occupied  by  sharp-shooters.  I  proposed 
to  push  forward  my  skirmishers  and  di^odge 
them,  provided  those  on  my  right  and  left  wm 
simultaneously  advanced.  This,  though  ordered, 
was  not  done,  and  I  did  not  deem  it  safe  to  ex- 
pose my  flanks.  But  toward  evening  the  fire  of 
the  riflemen  became  so  annoying  that  it  was  de- 
termined to  stop  it  at  any  cost  I  ordered  Cap- 
tains Hurley  and  Lindenfelser  to  move  with  their 
companies  directly  upon  the  houses  and  bum 
them.  Across  the  open  fields  they  dashed,  the 
enemy  having  every  advantage  in  point  of  shelter. 
Capt  Huston  was  then  ordered  to  th^r  suppoTt, 
and  the  place  was  literally  carried  by  assault,  the 
houses  burned,  and  five  of  the  enemy  left  dead 
upon  the  spot  This  was  the  last  we  heard  of  the 
sharp-shooters.  The  daring  displayed  by  both 
officers  and  men  deserves  especial  consideration. 
But  one  of  my 'men  was  hurt,  Corporal  Money- 
penny,  shot  through  the  leg.  The  skirmishtog 
in  which  my  comlnand  took  part  on  the  days  saf> 
ceeding  this  was  of  an  uneventful  chaiacter,  and 
I  forego  the  details.  Wm.  W.  Bbkrt, 

Lieut. -GoL  CommvMilng  "U  L.,  fifth  Keatncky  Vol  InfiuOiT. 

REPORT  OP  OOLONSL  ENTART. 

HiADQcriBTras  FntsT  KnmrcsT  V<K,r«TEBK>  I 
Gamp  hbaii  MuRrausiKUU),  Tbkm.,  Jaaoarj  &      f 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  operations  of  the  fin^t  regi- 
ment Kentucky  volunteer  infantry,  during  the 
late  engagement : 

Pursuant  to  orders  we  left  our  camp  near  Na^ 
ville  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  ultimo* 
and  proceeded  toward  Murfreesboro  on  the  direct 
route.  Arriving  within  one  mile  of  La  Vergne 
about  four  o^clock  that  evening,  a  considerable 
force  of  the  enemy  were  discovered  on  the  left  of 
the  road,  and  the  First  brigade,  Second  diviiQoii, 
left  wing,  was  ordered  to  operate  against  them. 
General  Cruft  ordered  the  First  Kentucky  to  the 
front;  and,  after  considerable  skirmtshiog  with 
the  enemy,  we  charged  and  drove  him  across  the 
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creek,  into  the  woods  near  the  town,  with  a  Ipsa 
on  our  side  of  two  men  wounded.  The  position 
thus  gained  was  picketed,  and  held  daring  the 
D^ht  by  the  First  Kentucky.  Soon  after  dark  a 
hrce  of  die  enemy's  cayalry  attacked  the  left  of 
car  picicet-Iine,  but  were  repulsed  by  companies 
I  and  C,  losing  one  man  wounded. 

On  the  twenty-serenth  ultimo  the  right  marched 
with  the  division  as  far  as  Stewart's  Creek,  where 
we  biToiiacked  until  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
nJDih.  We  then  moved  forward  slowly,  and  biv- 
ouacked about  two  and  a  half  miles  fh>m  Mur- 
fr.'esboro.  On  the  thirtieth  the  regiment  was 
LvJgDed  its  position  in  line  of  battle,  being  on 
Lhe  ri^t  of  the  second  line  of  brigade,  Uie  brigade 
i*kiL  CniiVs)  being  on  the  right  of  the  division 
I  Gen.  Palmei'B)  and  of  General  Crittenden's  com- 
mnd.  The  Ninetieth  Ohio  was  on  our  left,  and 
the  Thirtj'first  Indiana  in  our  front  in  the  first 
!be.  We  lay  on  our  arms  during  the  day.  On 
the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  about  eight 
o'd'xrk,  Gen.  Negley's  division  took -position  on 
car  ri^t,  and  soon  after  the  engagement  com* 
nienc<^  on  oar  right  wing.  About  nine  o'clock 
ogr  front  was  hard  pressed,  and  the  brigade  moved 
irward,  the  first  line  to  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
i£d  the  first  Kentudcy  to  support  Standards  bat- 
tery. The  right  of  our  army  was  now  being  driven 
^ck,  and  the  engagement  was  getting  warm  in 
o'st  front,  when  Gen.  Cruft  order^  the  First  Ken- 
tuck?  to  move  forwiurd,  and  we  marched  over  the 
Tliu^^t  Indiana  into  a  corn-field,  three  hun- 
M  T»rds  in  front  of  them,  where  we  were  ex- 
^^  to  the  fire  of  two  pieces  of  artillery,  sup- 
P'Tted  by  a  regiment  of  infantry,  about  one  hun- 
dre<l  yards  distant,  and  directly  on    our    left 

Our  position  here  was  in  advance  of  that  held 
W  any  other  regiment  in  the  army.  Being  in 
d»^r  of  being  cut  oiBf  by  a  heavy  column  of  in- 
^^,  adwicing  on  our  right,,  we  retired  in  good 
<fit:r  to  the  woods,  where  we  took  a  new  posi- 
tion behind  a  fence.  We  remained  here  but  a 
short  time,  when  the  brigade  fell  back  through 
the  woods  slowly,  and  re-formed  on  the  road. 
About  twelve  o'clock  we  were  ordered  forward  to 
t'le  !»upport  of  a  battery,  remaining  there  but  half 
>a  hour.  The  bri^Mie  was  then  moved  to  the 
nilroad,  and  in  the  evening  formed  a  new  line  in 
tu  rear  of  the  division,  where  we  lay  during  the 
t^i^^t.  On  the  morning  of  the  first  we  were  again 
Q^ve<l  to  the  left  to  a  new  position,  our  left  rest- 
i^  on  the  bank  of  Stone  River.  About  noon  we 
*ere  ordered  further  to  the  left  to  the  support  of 
^spt  SvaUow's  battery,  which  was  posted  on  an 
^ncnce.  Here  the  regiment  remained  during 
tbt?  nt;jht 

*^n  the  second  instant,  we  threw  up  breast- 
^'>r\i  of  rails  and  stone,  behind  which  we  lay 
J'lrng  the  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  turn  the  left 
^O'lr  line.  After  the  signal  defeat  of  the  enemy 
«  this  point,  we  were  ordered  forward,  led  by 
'j-a.  Cruft,  until  coming  in  range  of  a  battery  of 
ti»e  enemy,  we  lay  down  until  their  fire  had  ceased. 
h  })eing  dark,  and  nothing  further  to  do,  we  re- 
tTcd  to  our  former  position,  where  we  remained 


until  the  fourth  instant    A  fuller  and  more  defi- 
nite report  of  the  operations  of  the  regiment  will 
be  made  hereafter. 
Very  r^ectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

^  D.  A.  Enyart, 

Oolood  Oom'g  Flrat  Regtmcnt  KcntQcky  Tolanteer  lafkntrj. 

BEPORT  0?  COLONEL  MINTT. 

HsADQcrARTKm  YinstT  Oatalrt  Brigadi,         ) 
Oamp  BKroBS  MDRrHXBSBOBO,  Jan.  7, 1868.  | 

Lieutenant  Ghamberlainy  A,A.A,G,  First  Coo- 

airy  Division : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  brigade. 
First  division  cavalry  reserve,  in  the  operations 
from  the  advance  of  the  army  from  Nashville  to 
and  including  the  battle  before  Murfreesboro. 

I  marched  from  Gamp  Rosecrans,  near  Nash- 
ville, on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  ulti* 
mo,  with  the  Third  Kentucky,  Fourth  Michigan, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  and  one  company  of  the 
Second  Indiana,  and  reported  to  General  Palmer 
on  the  Murfireesboro  road.  In  accordance  with 
orders  received  from  him,  through  the  Colonel 
commanding  the  division,  I  placed  the  Third 
Kentucky  on  the  left,  and  the  Seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania on  the  right  of  the  road,  keeping  the  Fourth 
Michigan  on  lhe  pike,  with  a  strong  advance- 
guard  thrown  out 

Ten  miles  ft^m  Nashville,  I  met  the  enemy^s 
pickets,  who,  as  they  fell  back  before  us,  were 
continually  reenfbrced,  until  arriving  at  La  Vergne 
they  disputed  our  progress  with  a  force  of  two 
thousand  five  hundred  cavalry  and  mounted  in- 
fantry, with  four  pieces  of  artillery,  under  Gen. 
Wheeler.  After  some  sharp  skirmishing,  in 
which  we  suffered  some  loss,  and  did  the  enemy 
considerable  damage,  I  moved  under  cover  of  a 
slight  eminence  on  which  Lieut  Newell,  of  bat- 
tery D,  First  Ohio,  had  his  section  planted,  leav- 
ing two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Michigan  dis- 
mounted, and  in  ambush  behind  a  fence  to  sup- 
port the  artillery.  I  must  here  mention  that 
lieut  Newell  did  splendid  service  with  his  two 
three-inch  Rodmans.  Every  shot  was  well 
planted,  and  he  nobly  fought  the  four  guns  of 
the  enemy  for  over  half  an  hour,  when  a  battery 
from  Gen.  Pdmer's  division  came  up  to  his  as- 
sistance. One  of  the  gunners  was  killed  by  a 
shell  from  the  enemy  while  serving  his  gun. 

Saturday^  Dee,  2y. — ^The  Seventh  Pennsylva- 
nia, under  Major  Wyncoop,  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  in  front  of  Gen.  Palmer's  division,  whicli 
occupied  a  position  on  the  left  of  the  line.  One 
battfldion,  Fourth  Michigan,  under  Gapt  Mix,  was 
sent  out  on  the  Jefferson  pike,  and  did  not  rejoin 
the  brigade  until  the  following  day.  I  beg  to  re- 
fer you  to  the  report  of  Capt  Mix  for  particulars. 

The  army  advanced  at  about  eleven  o^clock 
A.1L,  the  Third  Kentucky  and  one  company  of 
iJtM  Second  Indiana,  under  Colonel  Murray,  on 
the  left  fiank,  and  the  Fourth  Michigan,  under 
my  immediate  direction,  covering  the  right  flank. 

Camped  near  Stewart's  Creek  this  night 

Sunday^  Dee,  28. — I  sent  one  battalion  Sev- 
enth Pennsylvania,  under  Capt  Jennings,  to  ~~ 
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lieve  the  battalion  Fourth  Michigan  on  Jefferson 
pike. 

Monff/iy^  Dec.  29. — The  army  again  advanced 
— the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  under  Muor  Wyn- 
coop,  on  the  left  flank ;  the  Third  Kentucky, 
under  Col.  Murray,  on  the  right  flank ;  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  under  Lieut -Col.  Dickinson, 
in  reserve;  Second  Indiana  on  courier  duty. 
Light  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  all  day. 
Found  the  enemy  in  position  in  front  of  Mur- 
freesboro  at  about  three  o* clock  p.m.  Bivouack- 
ed immediately  in  rear  of  our  line  of  battle. 

Txiesday^  Dee,  80. — One  battalion  of  the  Sev- 
enth Pennsylvania,  and  one  battalion  of  the 
Third  Kentucky,  formed  a  chain  of  videttes  in 
rear  of  line  of  battle,  with  orders  to  drive  up  all 
stragglers. 

Under  orders  from  the  Colonel  commanding 
the  division,  I  took  the  Fourth  Michigan,  and  one 
battalion  of  the  Seventh  Penn.sylvania,  back  on 
the  Nashville  road  to  operate  against  Wheeler's 
cavalry,  who,  a  few  hours  before,  had  captured 
the  train  of  the  Twenty-eighth  brigade  on  the 
Jefferson  pike.  Between  Stewart's  Creek  and 
La  Vcrgne,  I  met  the  enemy,  who  were  chiefly 
dressed  in  our  uniforms.  The  Seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania drove  them  until  after  dark.  I  joined  Col. 
Walker's  brigade  and  camped  with  them  near 
La  Vergne  for  the  night 

Wednesday^  December  81. — Under  orders  from 
Gen.  Rosecrans  I  reported  to  Brig. -Gen.  Stanley, 
Chief  of  Cavalry,  who  came  up  the  same  mottling 
with  the  First  Middle  Tennessee,  and  a  part  of 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  in  accordance 
with  his  orders  we  moved  rapidly  across  the 
country  toward  the  right  flank  of  Gen.  McCook's 
position,  leaving  Lieut-Col.  Dickinson  with  one 
hundred  and  twenty  men  to  protect  Lieut  New- 
cll's  section  of  artillery  at  the  cross-roads,  north- 
west from  Stewart's  Creek.  The  enemy's  cav- 
alry fell  back  rapidly  before  us  for  some  miles. 
When  close  to  Overall's  Creek  our  own  artillery, 
in  position  to  our  left,  opened  on  us  with  shell, 
and  wounded  severely  one  man  of  the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania. 

Crossing  Overall's  Creek,  I  took  up  position 
parallel  to  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile 
from  the  Murfreesboro  and  Nashville  pike ;  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  under  command  of  Capt  Mix, 
forming  a  line  of  dismounted  skirmishers  close  to 
the  edge  of  the  woods,  out  of  which  they  had 
driven  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry. 
They  were  supported  by  a  portion  of  the  First 
Middle  Tennessee  cavalry,  also  dismounted. 

Capt  Jennings's  battalion  of  the  Seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, and  two  companies  of  Third  Kentucky, 
under  Capt  Davis,  were  posted  in  the  woods 
near  and  to  the  right  of  the  Fourth  Michigan, 
with  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania  (the  Anderson 
Troop)  in  their  rear. 

My  entire  force  at  this  time  numbered  nine 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 

The  enemy  advanced  rapidly  with  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  cavalry,  mounted  and  dis- 
mounted, and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  all  under 
the  command  of  Gen&  Wheeler,  Wharton,  and 


Buford.  They  drove  back  the  Fourth  Michigan 
to  the  line  of  the  First  Tennessee  skirmishers, 
and  then  attacked  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania 
with  great  fury,  but  met  with  a  determined  re- 
sistance. I  went  forward  to  the  line  of  dis- 
Aiounted  skirmishers,  and  endeavored  to  move 
them  to  the  right  to  strengthen  the  Seventh 
Pennsylvania,  but  the  moment  the  right  of  the 
line  showed  itself  from  behind  the  fence  where 
they  were  posted,  the  whole  of  the  enemyV^t  fin? 
was  directed  on  it,  turning  it  completely  round. 

At  this  moment  the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania 
gave  way  and  retreated  rapidly,  leaving  the  bat- 
talion of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  and  the  dis- 
mounted men  entirely  unsupported,  and  leaving 
them  no  alternative  but  to  retreat  I  fell  back  a 
couple  of  fields  and  re-formed  in  the  rear  of  a 
rising  ground,  which  protected  us  from  the  ene- 
my's artillery. 

The  rebel  cavalry  followed  us  up  sharply  into 
the  open  ground,  and  now  menaced  us  with 
three  strong  linei,  two  directly  in  front  of  our 
position,  and  one  opposite  our  left  flank,  with  its 
right  thrown  well  forward,  and  a  strong  body  of 
skirmishers  in  the  woods  on  our  right,  threaten- 
ing that  flank. 

Gen.  Stanley  ordered  a  charge,  and  he  himself 
led  two  companies  of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  iH 
and  K,)  with  about  fifty  men  of  the  Fifteenth 
Pennsylvania,  against  the  line  in  front  of  our  left 
— he  routed  the  enemy  and  captured  one  stand 
of  colors,  which  was  brought  in  by  a  sergeant  of 
the  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania. 

Capt  Jennings,  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvanik, 
with  his  battalion,  supported  this  movemenL 
At  .the  same  time  I  charged  the  first  line  in  our 
front  with  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  First  Ten- 
nessee, and  drove  them  from  the  field.  The 
second  line  was  formed  on  the  far  side  of  a  lane, 
with  a  partially  destroyed  fence  on  each  Sid*", 
and  still  stood  their  ground.  I  re-formed  mr 
men  and  again  charged.  The  enemy  again 
broke,  and  were  driven  fi^m  the  field  in  the 
wildest  confusion. 

I  held  the  ground  that  night,  with  the  First 
Tennessee,  Fifteenth  Pennsylvania,  and  Fourth 
Michigan,  picketing  the  whole  of  my  first  po:d-  ' 
tion. 

A  sergeant  of  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  wh(> 
was  taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy  when  we  wen* 
driven  back,  states  that  before  we  charged  we 
had  killed  twenty-seven,  including  many  officer^  j 

January  1,  2,  and  8. — Had  the  brigade  under  i 
arms  all  day,  with  two  regiments  on  picket  iii'i 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

Sunday ^  January  4. — I  moved  the  brigade  to 
Wilkinson's  cross-roads,  and  bivouacked  there 
for  the  night,  with  the  Fourth  cavalry. 

Monday,  January  6.  —  I  marched  throusrh. 
Murfreesboro  and  took  the  Manchester  pikct 
One  mile  out  I  met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  n>( 
ported  the  fact  to  Gen.  Stanley,  who  ordered  an 
advance,  and  took  the  lead  with  the  Fourth  cav- 
alry. 

After  crossing  a  small  creek  about  two  mil 
from  Murfreesboro,  the  bridge  over  which 


kcD  deslrofed,  the  rebels  commeoced  shelling 

I  sent  the  Third  Eeotuckv  well  to  the  right 
ttiA  IrdnC,  «nd  the  Seventh  PentiHj'lTitnia  to  the 
1i:\  Ln^iing  the  Fourth  Michigan  and  First  and 
S.i-ond  Tennessee  in  reserrt  After  some  little 
dilav  we  again  adyinced.  The  Fourth  Michi- 
pi\.  lieing  next  to  and  on  tho  right  of  the  road 
K.iii  one  rampan}'  advanced  aa  Ekirmisbers ;  the 
Tiiinl  Kentucky  on  the  right  of  the  Fourth 
MJihig»n.  the  First  Tennessee  on  the  right  of 
ilic  Thinl  Kentucky,  and  the  Second  Tennessee 
ii]  resene.  In  this  formation  we  moved  through 
1  i.'eihr  thicket,  with  a  dense  undergrowth,  ren- 
Jitrlng  it  almost  impossible  to  force  our  way 
iLrough.  We  had  occasional  heavy  skirmishing 
Tib  [he  enemj,  who  continued  to  shell  us  as  we 
iltirical 

About  six  milea  out  we  met  the  enemy  in 
t<m.  A  sbarp  skirmish  ensued,  the  Fourth 
o'liry.  First  Tennessee  infantry,  and  the  Sev- 
t:i\h  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  having  to  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  fight  on  our  side. 

The  enemy  were  driven  from  the  field  with 
be^iv  lib.s,  and  we  returned  to  within  a  mile  and 
t  Idf  of  Uurfreesboro,  and  went  into  camp. 

I  Ug  to  refer  you  to  .the  reports  of  regimental 
i.'ODnaanders  for  the  particulars  of  the  operations 
of  ileticbed  portions  of  the  brigado. 

I  liate  to  call  your  particular  attention  to  the 
nium  of  Colonel  Uunay,  Third  Kentucky,  and 
Ci|.iaJa  Mix  and  Lieat  Eldridge,  of  the  Fourth 

UL  Hurray,  with  a  handful  of  men,  performed 
iirrices  that  would  do  honor  to  a  full  r^ment 

CipL  Uix,  with  about  fifty  men,  not  only  drove 
11^  hundred  of  the  enemy  for  over  two  miles,  but 
lir  ikre  held  his  position  against  an  entire  r^- 
Qriii  of  rebel  cavalry. 

LtuL  Eldridge,  with  eighteen  men,  dismount- 
ti  aiUcked  the  enemy,  routed  them,  and  recap- 
liiiid  a  wagon  full  of  ammunition. 

ill  the  engagement  of  Wednesday,  the  thirty- 
lit-t,  tthile  leading  his  company  in  a  chaise, 
L'lV'-  Uii'a  horse  was  shot  under  him,  and  in 
liiv  SMie  chaise,  Lieut,  WooUoy,  his  A.A.A.G., 
f  i>  il'irotvn  Irom  his  horse,  severely  hurting  bis 
''r^  Di^taiths landing  which  he  remounted  and 
ci'^iinuul  to  perform  all  his  duties. 

Inilcr>cd  herewith  I  send  you  a  report  of  such 
r~.-T  And  men  as  deserve  special  mention ;  also 
>  »|Jort  of  casualties. 

Ill  eiplanslioD  of  the  large  number  of  "  miss- 
H"  rtported  bj  the  Seventh  Pennsylvania,  I 
(MiilJ  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
''iiu'e  force  of  one  battalion  was  deployed  as  a 
'biin  of  vidcttes  ia  rear  of  our  line  of  battle, 
Tiii'Ti  the  right  wing  was  driven  back,  and  many 
"i  'he  men  must  have  hcen  captured  hy  the  enc- 
3.;'  while  endeavoriiig  to  drive  forward  the  strag- 
;Lli^  ialantrT. 

The  brigade  has  captured  and  turned  over  one 
■luiiOred  and  tuuety-two  prisoners. 

1  im,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

K,  H.  G.  MiNTV, 

Colonel  CocniDvidlDE  Flnt  Ctvalrj  Bricftdv. 
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Lieutenant  Chamberlain,  A.A.A.Q.,  Firtt   Cav 

airy  Pivuion  : 

Sib  :  In  handing  in  a  rcitort  of  such  officers 
and  men  who  deserve  special  mention,  I  must 
confine  myself  to  those  who  came  under  my  per- 
sonal observation,  as  Ihe  regimental  commanders 
decline  mentioning  any  one  in  particular  where 
undoubtedly  all  did  their  duty  welL 

First  Sergeant  Bedtclj-on,  of  comirany  K, 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry,  rode  by  my  side  dur- 
ing both  charges  against  the  enemy  in  tho  en- 
gagement of  Wednesday  evening,  December  thir- 
ty-first, and  displayed  great  gallantry  and  cool- 
ness. I  have  recommended  him  to  his  EiccUen- 
cy,  the  Governor  of  Michigan,  for  promotion. 
Bugler  Ben  Dopenbrock,  Second  Indiana  caval- 
ry, and  Quartermaster  Sergeant  Edward  Owen, 
Fourth  Michigan  cavalry — when  we  were  driven 
back  in  the  early  part  of  the  evening  of  Decem- 
ber thirty-first,  I  was  on  foot  and  in  rear  of  tho 
dismounted  skirmishers  who  were  running  for 
their  horses  —  when  these  two  gallant  soldiers 

Eilloped  to  the  front,  bringing  up  my  horse. 
.ieuL  John  Woolley,  Second  Indiana  cavalry, 
A-A.A.G,  First  cavalry  brigade,  was  thrown  from 
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his  horse  and  so  severely  hurt  that  he  could  not 
walk  without  great  difficulty,  continued  to  press 
to  the  front  on  foot  until  he  got  another  horse, 
and  remained  on  the  field  until  long  after  the  en- 
gagement was  over.  Capt  Frank  W.  Mix,  Fourth 
Michigan  cavalry,  had  his  horse  shot  under  him 
during  the  first  charge ;  he  pressed  forward  on 
foot,  caught  a  stray  horse,  and  led  his  company 
in  the  second  charga  Many  others  undoubtedly 
did  as  well  as  those  I  have  mentioned,  but  the 
above  are  the  cases  that  came  under  miy  imme- 
diate notice. 

Colonel  Gommandlng  First  OaTalry  Brigade. 
REPORT   0?   CAPTAIN  ELMER   On& 

HEAOQUARTKItt  FOUHTH  U.  S.  GaTALRT,  IV  CaXP  ) 

Nkab  MuBrBBiSBOBO,  January  7, 1868.      f 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Fourth 'United 
States  cavalry  in  the  late  battle  in  the  front  of 
Murfreesboro :  On  the  thirtieth  December,  the 
Fourth  U.  S.  cavalry  left  camp  at  Stewart^s  Creek, 
leaving  the  train  and  baggage  under  charge  of  a 
strong  guard,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Rendel- 
brook.  The  regiment  proceeded  to  join  General 
Kosecrans,  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  was  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  in  rear  of  the  General's  head- 
quarters, but  took  no  immediate  part  in  the  ac- 
tion that  day.  Go.  L,  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Roys,  was  detached  as  General  Rosecrans's  imme- 
diate escort,  (about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,) 
and  so  remains  at  the  present  time.  Company 
M,  strengthened  by  fifty  men,  detailed  from  com- 
panies B,  C,  G,  D,  I,  and  E^  commanded  by 
.  Lieut.  L'Hommedieu,  proceeded  to  establish  a 
courier  line  firom  Gen.  Rosecrans's  headquarters 
to  La  Yergne,  and  so  remained,  doing  good  service, 
until  relieved,  January  fourth,  1868.  These  de- 
tails left  me  with  only  six  small  companies,  num- 
bering, in  aggregate,  two  himdred  and  sixty  men, 
rank  and  file. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first.  Colonel  Ga- 
resche  informed  me  that  rebel  cavalry  was  appear- 
ing on  the  right  flank  of  the  line  of  battle,  and 
ordered  me  to  proceed  with  the  Fourth  United 
States  cavalry  after  them.  This  must  have  been 
between  seven  and  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

I  crossed  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  and  drew  up 
the  six  companies  in  line  of  battle,  in  the  follow- 
ing way:  each  company  was  in  a  column  of 
fours,  led  by  the  company  commanders,  the  com- 
panies on  a  line  parallel  to  each  other,  company 
distance  apart,  leading  the  centre  myself  This 
was  done  owing  to  the  wooded  country  and  fences, 
that  were  obstructions  to  the  ordinary  line  of  bat- 
tle. Proceeding  to  the  right  of  the  line,  I  found 
our  entire  right  flank  had  given  way.  Learning 
from  some  men  of  General  Davis's  division  the 
^  position  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I  made  a  turn 
to  the  right,  moving  about  one  fourth  of  a  mile, 
and  discovered  the  enemy.  I  came  out  of  a  piece 
of  timber  I  was  in,  and  getting  over  a  fence,  rap- 
idly charged  the  enemy  with  my  entire  command, 
completely  routing  them,  with  the  exception  of 
two  pieces  of  artillery  supported  by  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  cavalry,  stationed  be- 


tween my  right  and  the  Murfreesboro  and  Nash- 
ville pike,  who  were  not  at  first  discovered.  I 
rallied  my  men  again^  and  while  ralljring,  I  saw 
about  three  hundred  volunteer  cavalry  on  my 
right  I  rode  over  to  them,  and  asked  them  to 
c£urge  the  artillery  with  me,  and  the  few  men  I 
had  rallied  to  take  the  pieces.  The  officer  replied 
that  he  was  placed  there  to  protect  a  train,  and « 
would  not  charge  with  me.  I  have  no  doubt  I 
could  have  taken  the  artillery.  Before  I  could 
get  my  command  rallied  the  artillery  moved  a£ 
About  the  time  I  had  got  my  men  rallied,  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Rosecrans  to  pro 
ceed  to  the  Nashville  and  Murfireesboro  pike,  as 
soon  as  possible.  I  did  so  immediately.  I  hare 
since  thought  the  General  did  not  know  my  posi- 
tion, or  he  would  have  allowed  me  to  follow  up 
the  enemy.  I  was  much  nearer  the  pike  than  I 
thought  I  was.  I  saw  no  more  of  the  enemy's  cav- 
alry on  the  pike  that  morning.  In  this  chaise,  I 
cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  officers  and 
men.  Every  man  charged  and  kept  in  position, 
taking  over  a  hundred  prisoners  of  the  enemy, 
and  releasing  a  large  number  of  our  own  captured 
men.  More  redounds  to  their  credit,  considering 
that  a  large  majority  are  recruits,  from  volunteer 
in&ntry,  and  only  some  five  days  mounted.  Two 
companies  of  infantry  were  released  in  a  body. 
The  train  on  the  pike,  I  have  since  learned,  ^-as 
in  possession  of  the  enemy,  with  a  large  number 
of  stragglers  who  were  being  disarmed  at  the 
time.  These  stragglers  did  nothing  at  all  to  pro- 
tect the  wagons,  scarcely  firing  a  shot  Frtmi 
prisoners  taken  I  have  learned,  that  the  Fourth 
United  States  cavahry  charged  at  this  time  a  whole 
brigade  of  cavalry,  and  routed  them  to  such  ao 
extent,  that  they  diisappeared  from  the  field  at  that 
point  entirely. 

Later  in  the  day  I  sent  seventy-nine  prisoners 
in  one  body  to  the  Tenth  Ohio  iniantry,  staiicmed 
in  our  rear  at  Stewart's  Creek.  Another  body  of 
about  forty  men  started,  but,  I  regret  to  say,  were 
recaptured.  Of  the  seventy-nine  sent  to  Uie  rear 
there  was  one  captain  and  two  lieutenants,  i 
have  no  doubt  there  were  other  officers,  but  did 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  examine  them  closely 
enough  to  find  out 

Of  the  officers  engaged  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  particularize,  they  idl  did  so  welL  Captain  Eli 
Long  led  his  company  with  the  greatest  gallantrr, 
and  was  wounded  by  a  ball  through  his  left  ami. 
Lieutenants  Mouck,  Kelly,  Lee  and  Healey  could 
not  have  done  better.  It  was  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise to  me,  considering  the  ground  passed  over, 
to  find  Dr.  Conifort  so  soon  on  the  field  with  his 
ambulances,  caring  for  the  wounded.  He  was  in 
time  to  capture  a  prisoner  himself  First  Ser- 
geant Martin  Murphy  led  company  G,  oonuoand- 
ing  it  with  great  gallantry.-  He  reports  having 
counted  eleven  decMd  of  the  enemy  on  the  ground 
over  which  his  company  charged.  Sergeant-llajer 
John  G.  Webster  behaved  gaUantiy,  taking  nnc 
lieutenant  mounted  on  a  fine  mare.  First  Ser- 
geant McAlpin  led  company  K,  after  Capt  Long 
was  wounded,  and  reports  having  killed  two  with 
two  successive  shots  of  his  pistols.     First  Seigt 
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John  Dolan,  company  B,  captured  a  captain  and 
nodved  his  sword.  No  one  could  have  acted 
more  brarely  tiian  First  Sergeant  Charles  Mc- 
Master,  of  company  L  First  Sergeant  Christian 
Haefling,  in  ch&i^  of  courier  lino  near^headquar- 
ters,  proceeded  in  the  thickest  of  the  fire,  and 
recovered  the  effects  of  Colonel  Garesche  on  his 
•  bodj,  killed  in  this  day's  fight  Our  loss  in  this 
charge,  was  trifling — Captain  Eli  Long  and  six 
pmtiRs  wounded. 

Proceeding  on  Ihe  Nashville  pike,  I  was  order- 
ed to  escort  a  tnun  to  the  rear.  I  afterward  got 
orders  to  return  to  report  to  General  Rosecrans. 
I  returned,  and  for  two  hours  looked  for  the  Gene- 
nl  with  my  conynand,  hut  was  unahle  to  find 
him,  although  I  found  several  of  his  staff  I  then 
proceeded  to  the  right  flank  an^^formed  mv  regi- 
ment in  front  of  some  rebel  cavalry,  who  showed 
themselves  in  the  distance,  in  order  to  protect  our 
train.  I  returned  to  General  Rosecrans's  head- 
quarters that  night,  and  bivouacked  near  him. 

The  next  morning,  January  first,  I  was  order- 
ed to  make  a  reconnoissance  on  the  right  flank, 
vhich  I  did,  making  my  reports  frequently  to  Major 
Goddard,  A.A.A.G.,  that  night  bivouacking  near 
Overall's  Creek,  where  my  command  remained, 
ntching  the  movements  of  the  enemy  as  far  as 
possible,  and  making  reports  thereon,  until  the 
ioorth  of  January,  when  my  conmumd  was  moved 
to  Wilkinson's  cross-roads.  On  the  fifth  my 
command  proceeded  under  command  of  General 
Sta&lej,  to  engage  the  enemy's  rear-guard,  on  the 
^faochester  pike,  driving  them  some  two  or  three 
miles. 

Prirate  Snow,  of  L  company,  orderly  to  Gen. 
^^^^^fcrans,  was  ordered,  on  die  second  of  January, 
t^  pick  up  fifteen  stragglers,  which  he  did,  and 
▼13  then  ordered  to  take  them  to  the  fix)nt  and 
torn  them  over  to  some  commissioned  officer. 
Failing  to  find  one,  he  put  them  into  line,  and 
^^^i  them  himself,  telling  them  the  first  one 
▼ho  attempted  to  run,  he  would  shoot  Private 
Snov  reports  they  fought  bravely. 

Inclosed  I  give  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded 
doling  the  entnre  engagement  Twelve  men  were 
^en  prisoners  while  doing  courier  duty.  Lieut 
Bemielbrook  was  exceedingly  vigilant  guarding 
^  train,  and  of  great  service  in  sending  forward 
applies. 

I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfiiUy,  your  ob't  serv't, 

Elxbb  Otis, 

OapUdn  Oomnuuidliig  Fourth  U.  S.  Cavalry. 

'lajor  C.  GoDDARD,  A.A.A.G. 

UECTENANT  PABSONS^S  REPOBT. 

Cavt  njLB  MoarasiBBOBO,  Tim.,  Jan.  B,  IMS. 
f^ftain  D.  W.  barton,  A. A.  G. : 

CipTAni :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part 
taken  by  batteries  "  H  "  and  "  M,"  Fourth  United 
^tes  artillery,  under  my  command,  in  the  recent 
^l^tioDs  against  the  enemy  at  this  point  The 
wtteriea  opened  fire  for  the  first  time  on  the 
s»jming  of  December  twenty-ninth,  firom  a  posi- 
tion commanding  Stewart's  Greek.  After  a  few 
roands  of  shell,  the  enemy's  pickets  Were  dis- 
^^  from  their  shelter  in  the  opposite  heights, 
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when  upon  receiving  information  from  General 
Palmer  that  our  own  infantry  had  forded  tho 
creek,  I  returned  to*  the  pike,  crossed  tho  hedge, 
and  moved  forward  with  our  first  line  of  reservps. 

About  one  mile  from  the  creek,  I  observed  in- 
dications that  the  enemy  had  taken  position  with 
his  artillery,  awaiting  our  approach.  With  Gen-, 
oral  Palmer's  permission  we  opened  fire  with  our 
rifles,  and  again  dislodged  them,  after  which  the 
advance  was  continued.  We  fired  no  more  dur- 
ing the  day,  and  at  night  moved  into  park,  in 
rear  of  the  line  of  battle,  three  miles  from  Mur- 
fireesboro. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth,  the  enemy's 
artillery  opened  upon  Cox's  battery  to  our  left 
and  front,  and  during  a  spirited  cannonading  one 
of  his  shells  struck  in  battery  H,  killing  one  pri- 
vate, one  horse,  and  wounding  one  sergeant  We 
moved  at  once  into  the  position  assigned  us  by 
Gen.  Palmer,  and  formed  the  batteries  in  echelon, 
supported  on  the  left  by  Col.  Gross,  and  on  the 
right  by  Gen.  Cruft's  brigade.  I  found  no  occa- 
sion, however,  to  open  fire  until  about  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  when,  upon  receiving  informa- 
tion that  an  artillery  demonstration  from  the  left 
wing  to  support  the  right,  then  hotly  pressed,, 
was  necessary,  we  commenced  shelling  the  ene- 
my's rifle-pits  beyond  the  brick  house,  at  the 
same  time  elevating  the  range  of  our  rifles,  in 
order,  if  possible,  to  awaken  the  enemy's  batte- 
ries. The  latter  efibrt  was  successful,  but  after 
exchanging  a  few  shots,  during  which  but  one  of 
my  men  was  wounded,  the  enemy's  fire  was  si- 
lenced. 

Satisfied  that  our  position  was  an  unfit  one  for 
artillery  at  night,  I  retired  from  the  cedars  after 
dark,  and  went  into  park  in  the  open  field  behind 
them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  I  thought  it 
most  in  accordance  with  my  instructions  from 
Gen.  Palmer  to  remain  in  the  position  where  I 
then  was,  in  order  to  check  the  advance  of  the 
enemy  should  he  turn  our  right  At  about  eight 
A.X.  our  infantry  came  falling  back  from  the  pine 
wood  in  this  direction,  when  our  batteries  were 
swung  around  and  brought  at  once  into  action. 
The  approach  of  the  enemy  was  parallel  instead 
of  perpendicular  to  our  front,  and  when  he  had 
arrived  within  about  three  hundred  yards,  we 
opened  upon  his  first  line  and  column  of  reserves 
an  enfilade  fire  of  canister.  The  attempt  to  ad- 
vance was  continued  for  a  few  moments,  then  an 
effort  to  change  firont  was  followed  by  a  feeble 
charge  upon  the  batteries,  when,  upon  being  re- 
pulsed, the  enemy  fell  back  beyond  our  view. 
He  re&ppeared  shortly  afterward  to  our  left,  but 
again,  upon  receiving  our  fire,  fell  back,  and  a 
portion  of  our  infant^  occupied  the  woods. 

I  then  took  position  upon  the  slight  elevation 
nearer  the  pike  in  season  to  assist  in  checking  the 
enemy's  advance  upon  Gen.  Rousseau's  position, 
after  which  both  batteries  changed  firont  and 
opened  fire  by  order  of  General  Palmer,  upon  the 
brick  house,  to  codperate  with  Colonel  Uazen's 
brigade.  So  soon  as  I  believed  tlie  enemy  dis- 
lodged from  this  position,  our  pieces  were  moved 
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to  the  front  and  directed  upon  his  infantry,  ad- 
vancing into  the  cedar  woods  formerly  held  by 
Genend  Crufl's  brigade.  The  enemy  meanwhile 
directed  one  of  his  batteries  upon  us,  but  I  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  reply  so  long  as  our  ammu- 
nition could  be  used  with  better  effect  upon  his 
•-infantry.  At  about  twelve  m.,  just  as  I  had  near- 
ly given  out  of  ammunition,  I  received  orders 
from  Captain  Mendenhall  to  retire. 

At  about  four  o^clock  I  moved  to  the  front  by 
order  of  General  Palmer,  and  from  the  elevation 
on  either  side  of  the  railroad  opened  upon  the 
enemy's  infantry.  His  advance  was  effectually 
checked,  and  at  sunset  I  was  ordered  to  retire 
and  rest.  At  daylight  of  January  first  we  moved 
to  a  position  on  Gen.  Rousscau*s  front,  where  I 
was  ordered  by  Gen.  Rosecrans.  Except  for  the 
fire  of  the  enemy*s  sharp-shooters,  whom  we  dis- 
persed at  intervals  by  firing  spherical  case,  we 
were  not  actually  engaged  during  the  day,  and 
at  night  retired  to  a  position  near  the  pike,  where 
our  horses  were  fed  and  watered.  During  the 
night  and  the  next  morning  I  was  ordered  by 
different  ofiScers  to  resume  my  previous  position. 
I  was  obliged  to  decline  obeying  these  orders, 
owing  to  those  I  had  received  from  Captain  Men- 
denhall directing  me  to  await  his  own.  The  po- 
sition in  which  I  was  placed  tom  this  conflict  of 
orders,  was  exceedingly  painful,  but  I  found  my- 
self justified  by  subsequent  events. 

At  about  four  o^clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
second  instant,  after  I  had  been  placed  in  posi- 
tion by  Capt  Mendenhall,  on  an  elevation  near 
Negley's  division,  two  of  the  enemy^s  batteries 
opened  upon  us  from  our  front,  while  a  third  gave 
signal  for  his  last  attack  upon  our  left.  I  ad- 
vanced the  four  rifles,  holdmg  my  howitzers  in 
reserve  for  the  shortest  range.  The  batteries 
around  me  were  silenced  far  too  soon,  and  when 
my  rifle  ammunition  was  exhausted,  I  found  that 
some  scoundrel  had  led  off  my  caissons,  and  I 
was  left  with  only  the  two  howitzers  to  reply  to 
the  enemy^s  concentrated  artillery-fire.  Fortu- 
nately, Captain  Swallow's  battery  came  up  be- 
side us,  and  the  crest  of  the  hill  was  held  until 
our  reenforcements  came  up,  when,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Board  of  Trade  batterv,  the  ene- 
my^s  guns  were  silenced.  We  ceased  nring  when 
•our  last  round  was  exhausted. 

We  have  not  again  been  engaged  or  under  fire. 
1  have  to  remark  in  this  connection  that  if^  through 
^ve  consecutive  days,  during  which  we  were  thus 
more  or  less  engaged,  we  expended  an  unusual 
amount  of  ammunition,  it  must  be  recognized 
that  we  have  been  longer,  and  in  general  more 
closely  engaged  than  perhaps  any  oUier  batteries 
of  the  army,  and  that  nearly  all  our  ammunition 
was  expended  at  close-range. 

The  following  are  our  list  of  casualties,  etc : 

Number  of  men  killed, 2 

Number  of  men  wounded, 14 

Number  of  men  missing, 6 

Number  of  horses  killed, 20 

Number  of  pieces  disabled, 1 

Rounds  of  ammunition  fired,  2299. 


In  place  of  the  piece  disabled,  the  Nineteenth 
Illinois  gave  me  one  captured  by  them  from  the 
enemy. 

I  do  myself  honor,  sir,  in  asking  your  attention 
to  the  efficient  and  meritorious  services  of  Lieut 
Hanr  C.  Cushing  and  Lieut  Henry  A.  Hunting- 
ton, both  of  the  Fourth  United  States  artilleiT. 
^  Disregarding  all  personal  exposure,  under  all 
circumstances,  and  especially  during  the  hottest 
fires  of  December  thirty- first  and  second  instant, 
the  gallant  officers  discharged  their  duty  with 
such  coolness  and  fidelity  Uiat  they  deserve  mv 
most  grateful  mention. 

My  brave  men  look  for  thdr  reward  to  the 
generous  appreciation  which  has  been  freely  of- 
fered them  by  the  troops  with  whom  they  fought, 
and  the  Gener^  commanding  the  division  in 
which  they  serve. 

I  am.  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
pervanl^  Chas.  0.  Pabsoks, 

Fint  Ueiitenftnt  Foartli  United  States  ArtOlerT. 
OwnnninHng  AiUXkerj  BattaUoD. 

REPORT  OF  OOLOXEL  MARSH. 

HcAOQUAsms  Sbtshtt-pousth  luDion  Vaunmna,  i 
If  Gamp  hkak  McEnsKflBono,  Janoary  7, 1S43.     ) 

Colonel  P,  Sidney  Post,  Commanding  I%rst  Bri- 
gade: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the 
Seventy-fourth  Illinois  volunteers,  under  my  com- 
mand, left  camp,  near  Nashville,  on  the  twenty- 
sixth  ult,  early  in  the  morning,  for  Murfreesboro 
in  the  advance  brigade,  coming  up  in  the  afb^- 
noon  near  Nolinsville  with  the  enemy  apparent! v 
in  considerable  force,  mainly  of  cavalry  and  artil- 
lery. My  command  was  immediately  formed  in 
line  of  battle  and  advanced ;  a  bride  cannonading 
was  opened  on  both  sides,  the  enemy's  shot  ami 
shell  fi^uently  reaching  within  our  lines,  oem- 

Eying  an  exposed  position  within  short-range; 
ut  no  damage  was  done.  The  enemy  soon  fil- 
ing back,  a  brisk  pursuit  was  kept  up  till  ni^ht 
when  we .  bivouaclced  without  fires,  keeping  u;* 
constant  and  thorough  watch  against  surprisf, 
through  the  night  The  next  day,  being  exc^- 
ingly  rainy,  we  marched  but  alK>ut  five  miles 
without  special  incident,  and  bivouadced  for  th^ 
night,  my  regiment  meeting  the  inclemency  i^' 
the  weather  and  discomforts  of  the  march  witK 
the  fortitude  and  cheerfulness  of  veteran  soldiers. 
Resting  in  camp  over  the  Sabbath,  I  resumed  tb<i| 
march  early  Monday  morning  by  a  cross-roai' 
leading  from  the  Nolinsville  to  the  Murfrecsburc 
turnpipe,  bivouacking  at  night  in  a  drenching  rain^ 
on  snort  rations,  after  an  exceedingly  toilsome 
day's  march  over  an  almost  impassable  to^iU 
The  next  morning  I  had  my  command  in  line  ai 
three  o'clock,  standing  at  theur  arms  until  d.\ri 
light,  when,  resuming  the  march  in  the  diroctiotl 
of  Murfreesboro,  wo  came  up  with  the  eneiAV 
about  noon,  and  a  slight  fire  was  kept  up  W^ 
tween  skirmishers  during  the  day,  our  ,columC' 
slowly  and  constantly  advandng — the  enemy  u 
treating.  Just  at  night,  near  the  edge  of  a  ce^ia 
thicket,  as  our  line  was  advancing,  tho  ei>etD; 
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opened  a  brisk  fire  from  a  masked  battery  within 
short-range,  making  it  necessary  for  the  entire 
line  to  ^  back  a  short  distance  to  a  line  of  bat- 
tle selected  for  the  operations  of  the  day  follow- 
ing.  My  regiment  being  directly  in  range  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  M.  0.  Felnily  and  Corporal  Cook, 
were  killed,  and  I.  B.  Gaspares,  Corporal  of  the 
sazDe  company,    was    seriously  wounded.      A 
strong  picketguard  was  thrown  out  about  thirty 
rods  ia  front,  which  occasionally  drew  fire  from 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  their  camp-fires  not  be- 
in^  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant, 
extending  along  the  further  edge  of  a  corn-field,  a 
long  distance  beyond  the  extreme  right  of  our 
dirlsioD,  indicated  a  strong  force  of  the  enemy 
aussed  on  our  firont  and  right     My  command 
WL>  formed  in  line  of  battle  close  behind  a  nar- 
Fov  gtrip  of  cedar  thicket,  nearly  covering  our 
front  and  skirting  a  strip  of  open,  leyel  ground, 
ifaout  twenty  rods  wide,  to  the  corn-field  occupied 
by  the  enemy's  pickets.     Being  thus  satisfied  of 
the  close  proximity  of  the  enemy  in  strong  force, 
Asd  apprehending  an  attack  at  any  moment,  I 
<l«emel  it  necessary  to  use  the  utmost  precau- 
tioQ  against  surprise,  and  accordingly,  in  addi- 
^  to  f^eral  instructions  to  birouac  without 
^  and  to  maintain  a  cautious,  quiet  vigilance, 
I  ordered  my  command  to  stack  arms,  and  each 
loM  to  rest  at  the  butt  of  his  musket,  and  with- 
r>ut  iLsing  his  shelter-tent    Although  the  night 
^i?-  darl^  chilly,  and  somewhat  rainy,  and  the 
njcQ  cold,  wet,  weary,  and  hungry,  I  deemed  it 
'^^'jectionable  to  use  their  shelter-tents,  not  only 
^u$e  of  the  hindrance  in  case  of  a  sudden  at- 
^k,  bat  e?en  in  a  dark  night  they  would  be 
^me  guide  to  the  enemy  to  trace  our  line.     At 
>  little  before  four  o* clock  a.m.,  our  men  were 
T^^^tiy  waked  up,  formed  into  line,,  and  remained 
funding  at  their  arms  until  moved  by  subsequent 
f^ers.    As  soon  as  it  became  sufficiently  light 
^')  obM^nre  objects  at  a  distance,  I  could  plainly 
'fi>oem  the  enemy  moving  in  three  heavy  col- 
wins  across  my  firont  to  the  right,  our  column 
-"'nking  out  of  the  oom-field  and  moving  defiant- 
>v  along  the  edge  of  the  open  ground,  not  more 
'Jon  Mxty  to  eighty  rods  from,  and  about  parallel 
^itb,  my  line.     It  was  plainly  to  be  seen  that 
t  !^.'  fire  of  my  skirmishers  took  effect  in  their 
^k^  and  in  emptying  saddles ;  to  which,  how- 
""^^^  the  enemy  seemed  to  pay  no  attention. 
Tlii^  luorement  continued  from  a  half  to  an  hour, 
"^•eo  a  brisk  discharge  of  musketry,  at  consider- 
i^U^  distance  to  my  right,  indicated  a  rapid  ad- 
^^nce  uf  the  enemy  on  the  right  flank ;  at  the 
>Aii;e  time  their  columns  were  advancing,  in  over- 
^Mming  force,  directly  in  front,  and  extending 
^^  tlie  left  as  fiu*  as  could  be  seen.     At  this  time 
■^J  command  was  ordered  to  fall  back  and  to 
'ian<;e  front  to  the  rear,  or  nearly  so,  forming 
l^-hind  a  fence.    This  movement  was  executed 
j^  r  iod  order,  and  without  the  least  confusion  or 
utt'mng.    Iq  the  course  of  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
pic  enemy's  line  approached ;  but  as  previously 
iii'tnicted  and  ordered,  my  command  reserved 
tiiiir  fire  unUl  within  Khort-range,  when    they 
lotted  with  terrible  effect  upon  the  advancing 


ranks,  and  holding  them  completely  in  check  un- 
til they  had  delivered  ten  or  fifteen  rounds.  I 
maintained  this  position  until  the  regiments  on 
the  right  and  left  of  me  had  fitllen  back  thirty  to 
forty  rods,  and  the  enemy's  line,  directly  in  front, 
breaking  and  deploying  right  and  left,  and  about 
to  flank  me,  I  ordered  a  retreat,  which  was  ef- 
fected in  tolerable  order — at  least  without  the 
least  appearance  of  a  panic.  From  this  point, 
having  fallen  back  in  a  straight  line  between  half 
and  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  I  effected  a  stand 
with  a  considerable  portion  of  my  regiment,  but 
could  maintain  it  only  long  enough  to  deliver  a 
few  shots.  I  should  here  mention  that  early  in 
the  morning  three  companies  of  my  command 
had  been  thrown  out  as  skirmishers,  who,  in 
consequence  of  the  first  change  of  line,  and  of 
their  ndeUty  and  bravery  in  dischaiiging  their 
duty,  had  been  cut  off  from  the  r^ment  and 
unable  to  rally  upon  it  until  at  this  point  First 
Lieutenant  LefBngwell,  in  command  of  company 
A,  came  up  with  a  few  of  his  men  and  rendered 
most  efficient  aid  in  rallying  the  regiment  I  com- 
mend his  conduct,  on  this  occasion,  as  indicat- 
ing an  efficient,  fidthful,  and  brave  officer.  Fall- 
ing back  from  this  line,  a  short  distance,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  rallying  about  half  of  the  regiment  in 
rear  of  the  reserve  force,  which  was  now  driving 
the  enemy  back.  When  being  ordered  to  form 
on  the  brigade,  my  command  had  no  further 
part  in  the  fighting  of  the  day,  except  that  two 
companies  of  my  regiment  were  sent  out,  just  at 
night,  as  skirmishers  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  Blakesley,  who  rendered  important 
service  in  a  brilliant  skirmish  with  a  large  caval- 
ry force.  The  day  following  mv  regiment  was 
put  in  line  of  batUe  at  an  early  hour,  and  stood 
at  their  arms  till  near  night,  momentarily  expect- 
ing to  make  or  receive  an  attack.  On  Friday, 
just  at  night,  my  command  was  put  in  rapid 
march  across  Stone  River,  to  the  extreme  left, 
where  a  fierce  battle  was  raging ;  but  was  closed 
just -before  our  arrival,  by  the  retreat  of  the  ene- 
my. Later  in  the  evening  we  bivouacked  here 
without  fires,  in  such  close  proximity  to  the  ene- 
my's line  as  to  produce  frequent  skirmishing  be- 
tween the  pickets  during  the  night — which  was 
very  dark  and  stormv — ^remaining  here  through 
the  following  day  and  night,  suffering  the  sever- 
ities of  an  almost  uninterrupted  storm,  without 
ifires  or  shelter,  until  four  o'clock.  Sunday  morn- 
ing I  returned  with  my  command  to  the  camp 
previously  occupied.  The  hardships,  privations, 
and  exposure  in  the  march  from  Louisville  to 
Crab  Orchard,  and  thence  to  Nashville,  have 
been  regarded  nearly  unendurable  by  new  troops; 
and  yet,  while  they  sink  into  utter  insignificance, 
compared  with  those  of  our  march  and  engage- 
ments during  these  eight  days,  I  have  the  gratifi- 
cation of  knowing  that  my  regiment  has  met  and 
endured  them  with  the  utmost  promptness,  for- 
titude, and  cheerfulness,  facing  the  enemy  in  the 
heat  of  battle  with  the  coolness,  courage,  and  de- 
termination of  experienced  soldiers  and  true  pa- 
triots, ready  at  every  call  to  fiice  new  dangers 
without  faltering ;  undergoing  the  most  exti*aor- 
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dinary  labors  and  exposures  without  murmuring, 
and  evincing,  under  all  circumstances,  a  spirit  of 
subordination  and  discipline  worthy  of  the  high- 
est commendation.  I  have  also  the  pleasure  to 
saj  that,  during  all  these  trying  hardships,  the 
general  health  of  the  men  has  been  better  than  at 
any  time  since  we  left  Louisyille.  While  I  haye 
such  occasion  to  commend  the  fidelity,  bravery, 
and  good  conduct  of  all  ^he  ofiScers  of  my  com- 
mand, (save  one,)  I  should  fail  to  do  justice  were 
I  to  omit  to  make  special  note  of  the  cool,  per- 
sistent courage  of  Captain  J.  H.  Douglass,  in  re- 
maining at  his  post  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy, 
and  of  his  promptness  and  efficiency  in  forming 
and  maintaining  the  lines  during  the  day.  It  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  all  the  meritorious  acts 
of  privates  will  come  within  the  personal  obser- 
vation of  the  commander  of  a  regiment ;  but  hav- 
ing been  an  eye-witness  of  the  fearless  bravery 
and  enthusiastic  zeal  of  private  Charles  A.  Allen, 
of  company  £,  during  the  operations  of  Wednes- 
day, as  well  as  at  other  times,  I  commend  him  as 
worthy  of  promotion.  I  desire,  also,  to  acknow- 
ledge my  obligations  to  Major  Dutcher  and  Capt 
Nieman,  for  their  constant  and  able  assistance 
during  this  awful  period. 

The  casualties  in  my  command  are:  killed, 
eight;  wounded,  thirty-five;  missing,  forty-two 
— making  a  total  of  eighty-five. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  Jason  Mabsh. 

Colonel  Commanding  Berenty-foiirth  lUlnoli  Volonteen. 

A.  XlEMASr, 

Adjutant. 

MAJOB  KIRBrS  BEPORT. 

HlADQUAKTIBS  OhS  HVITDKID  IRD  F1I8T  RMimBT  0.  V.  I.,  ) 

Nbab  MnurmnaaoBO,  Jannaxy  6^  1868.     f 

Captain  Samuel  Varis,  A,A,G, : 

On  the  morning  of  December  twenty-sixth,  1862, 
in  our  proper  position  in  the  brigade,  the  regiment 
(CoL  Stem  commanding)  marched  from  our  camp 
near  Nashville,  out  on  the  Edmonsonton  pike. 
Commissioned  officers  reported  for  duty :  Colonel 
Leander  Stem ;  Lieut -Col.  M.  T.  Wooster ;  Major 
J.  M.  Kirby ;  Adji  Leonard  P.  Smith ;  First  Sur- 
geon T.  M  Cook  ;  Assistant  Sur^on  Caswell ; 
Second  Lieut  Fox,  company  A ;  Furst  Lieutenant 
Beckwith,  company  B ;  Captain  B.  B.  McDonald, 
and  Second  Lieut  Biddle,  company  C ;  Second 
Lieut  Latimer,  company  D ;  First  Lieut  Parcher 
and  Second  Lieut  Lord,  company  £ ;  First  Lieut 
Asa  B.  Hillyer,  company  F ;  Capt  John  Messer, 
and  First  Lieut  Flemming,  company  G  ;  Second 
Lieut  J.  J.  Neff^  company  H ;  Capt  N.  M.  Barnes, 
and  Second  Lieut  Faggett,  company  I ;  Second 
Lieut  Cline,  company  K,  and  four  hundred  and 
forty-one  enlisted  men.  Early  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day,  the  regiment  formed  line  of  battle 
to  attack  the  enemy  near  Nolinsville.  Deploying 
a  line  of  skirmishers,  we  moved  to  the  front  about 
a  half-mile,  with  some  littie  firing  on  the  part  of 
our  skirmishers,  who  succeeded  in  capturing  two 
prisoners.  While  halting  at  this  point,  the  enemy 
was  discovered  attempting  to  plant  a  battery  on  a 
hiU  one  half  or  three  qutfters  of  a  mile  distant 


By  order  of  CoL  Carl  in,  the  regiment  was  wheeled 
into  line,  bayonets  fixed,  and  moved  forward  to 
'*  take  that  battery  at  all  hazards."  The  enemy 
retired  on  our  approach.  We  were  again  moved 
forward  **  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  front,'' 
on  the  enemy  in  their  new  position,  a  mile  distant 
fi^m  this  point  Forward  we  marched,  under  a 
heavy  fire  of  shell.  Arriving  within  a  quarter  of 
a  mile  of  the  enemy^s  battery,  we  formed  into  line, 
and  led  by  Col.  Stem,  charged  at  double-quick, 
succeeding,  together  with  the  rest  of  the  bngide, 
in  taking  one  gun  and  four  prisoners.  We  were 
again  ordered  forward  a  short  distance,  but  soon 
called  off  to  rest  for  the  night  Our  loss  was  three 
men  wounded.  Second  Lieut  Cline  fell  finom  the 
ranks  on  the  last  charge  —  afterwards  reported 
himself  stunned  by  concussion  of  shclL 

The  next  day,  December  twenty-seventh,  we 
were  marched  out  near  Knob  Gap,  where  we 
rested  till  Monday  morning,  December  twenty- 
ninth,  when  we  again  took  up  our  line  of  march 
on  the  Murfreesboro  road,  going  into  camp  near 
this  place,  soon  after  dark. 

At  or  near  ten  o'clock,  Tuesday  morning,  De- 
cember thirtieth,  the  regiment  was  moved  for- 
ward in  "  double  column  at  half-distance,"  sup- 
porting the  Twenty-first  regiment  Illinois  volun- 
teers. About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  the 
Twenty-first  became  engaged  with  the  enemy,  the 
One  Hundred  and  First  lying  a  short  distance  to 
the  rear,  supporting  the  Second  Minnesota  bat- 
tery, which  was  engaging  a  battery  of  the  enemy. 
Just  at  dark  the  Twenty-first  fell  ba(dL  through 
our  lines,  leaving  us  in  front  This  day  our  loss 
was  two  men  wounded.  Before  moving  forwarl. 
Second  Lieut  Cline  reported  himself  unfit  for  dutv, 
and  permission  was  granted  him  to  go  to  the  rcsu-. 
Immediately  upon  taking  the  front  for  the  night, 
we  advanced  a  picket-line.  The  regiment  was 
ordered  to  sleep  on  their  arms.  Ten  men  were 
kept  on  guard  immediately  in  front  of  the  regi- 
mental lines,  and  one  field-officer  constantly  on 
the  watch  during  the  night 

At  early  daylight  Wednesday  momii^  Decem- 
ber thirty-first,  the  enemy  was  discovered  moving 
in  heavy  force  to  our  right     Soon  after,  their 
skirmishers  opened  fire  on  us  from  the  front  By 
order  of  Col.  Carlin,  CoL  Stem  moved  bis  line  for- 
ward about  a  hundred  yards,  when  the  firing  be- 
came quite  brisk.     Soon  after.  Colonel  Stem  was 
ordered  to  &11  back  to  his  former  position,  sling 
knapsacks,  and  form  a  new  line  a  short  distance 
to  the  rear,  which  he  performed  in  good  order. 
Here  the  firing  was  very  severe.    Our  forces  fil- 
ing back  on  our  right,  without  our  knowledge,  the 
enemy  turned  our  right  flank  and  pourod  a  terrific 
cross-fire  upon  our  lines,  which  we  were  unabid 
to  stand ;  consequently,  the  r^ment  fell  back  in 
some  disorder.     It  was  at  this  time  Colonel  Stem 
and  Lieut-CoL  Moses  T.  Wooster  fell,  mortally 
wounded,  while  gallantly  and  nobly  attempting  to 
hold  the  regiment  in  line.     CoL  Stem  fell  just  as 
he  had  called  out :  ^^  Stand  by  your  colors,  boys 
for  the  honor  of  the  good  old  State  of  Ohio."    We 
again  succeeded  in  rallying  the  regiment  at  the 
fence  just  at  the  edge  of  the  woods^  where  we 
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stood  under  a  terrific  fire  until  we  had  permission 
from  CoL  Carlin  to  retreat     Then  the  march  be- 
ome  quite  dtsorderlj,  through  the  corn-field  and 
cotton-field  to  the  edge  of  the  timber,  where  we 
again  nllied ;  were  in  turn  driven  from  there,  ral- 
lied again  in  the  woods,  marched  in  good  order  to 
a  new  line  of  battle,  were  finally  ordc^red  from  that 
position,  and  formed  in  front  of  a  dense  cedar 
thicket,  from  which  position  we  were  soon  driven 
in  some  confusion ;  but  we  rallied  about  thirty 
men  on  the  colors,  and  led  them  back  into  the 
cedars,  bat  were  driven  fr^m  that,  and  rallied  for 
the  last  time  on  the  railroad,  from  which  position 
we  were  marched  with  the  brigade  a  short  distance 
to  the  rear,  and  rested  till  near  three  o^clock  in  the 
afternoon.  At  this  time  there  were  present  Capt 
)(cDonald,Gapt  Messer.Gapt  Barnes,  Adjt  Smith, 
Lieat  Fox,  Lieut  Latimer,  Lieutenant  Nef^  Lieut 
Parcher,  Lieut  Beckwith,  all  of  whom  performed 
their  whole  duty  nobly  during  the  entire  day. 
We  were  moved  from  here  to  a  position  in  front, 
vest  of  the  railroad,  which  we  occupied  till  Fri- 
daj  afternoon,  January  second,  about  four  o'clock, 
when  we  were  taken  on  double-quick  to  the  left 
of  the  lines,  and  lay  in  line  of  battle  during  the 
ni;rht  and  till  the  afternoon  of  Saturday,  January 
third,  at  which  time,  being  quite  sick,  CoL  Carlin 
granted  me  permission  to  go  to  the  fires  in  the 
rear.    Captain  McDonald  assuming  command,  re- 
ports to  me  that  the  regiment  was  not  actively 
engaged  from  that  time  till  three  o'clock  a.m.  Sun- 
day, January  fourth,  when  they  were  reli<tved  and 
maitfaed  to  this  place,  where  I  joined  the  regi- 
loent  early  Sunday  morning,  though  not  able  for 
dutr. 

The  loss  in  the  regiment,  so  far  as  I  have  yet 
ascertained,  is :  Colonel  Leander  Stem,  mortally 
voQQded,  died  at  six  o'clock,  January  fifth,  1863 ; 
Lieut-CoL  Moses  F.  Wooster,  mortally  wounded, 
M  January  first,  1863 ;  First  Lieutenant  Asa  B. 
Hiilrer,  mortally  wounded,  died  January  fourth, 
1^<^3 ;  Second  Lieut  John  B.  Biddle,  killed  on  the 
field ;  First  Lieut  John  P.  Flemming,  wounded  in 
the  arm,  supposed  to  be  a  prisoner ;  Second  Lieut 
^  D.  Lord,  slightly  wounded.  Killed,  fifteen  ; 
enlisted  men,  wounded,  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
two;  missing,  ninety-two. 

Second  Lieut  Henry  C.  Faggett  I  have  not  seen 
since  early  in  the  morning,  December  twenty-fifth, 
^^i,  bnt  think  he  has  gone  to  Nashville.  He 
vas  quite  unwell,  and  excused  by  the  surgeon, 
^  may  have  been  taken  to  Nashville  on  account 
^  sickness.  It  is  difificult  to  make  selections  of 
c^^mmanding  oflScers  for  gallant  conduct,  when  all 
▼bo  are  now  present  pe^ormed  their  duty  so  gal- 
lantly, but  cannot  lose  this  opportunity  to  thank 
^'apt  John  Messer  and  First  Lieutenant  Lyman 
Parcher,  for  their  determined  efforts  during  the 
battle  to  serve  their  country  and  sustain  the  rep- 
uution  of  the  regiment  To  Adjt  Leonard  P. 
Sniith  I  am  particularly  indebted  for  valuable  as- 
^i^tance,  and  the  heroic  examples  he  gave  others. 
Color-Sergeant  James  M.  Roberts  deserves  men 


are  due  to  Orderly  Sergeant  Samuel  Strayer,  com- 
manding company  K,  for  managing  his  compnny 
well  till  he  fell,  wounded,  on  the  field ;  and  to 
Orderly  Sergeant  Isaac  Rule,  for  taking  command 
of  company  I,  from  January  first  to  January  fifth. 
Cant  Barnes  being  sick  and  unfit  for  field-duty. 

First  Lieut  Asa  B.  Hillyer,  and  Second  Lieut 
John  B.  Biddle  fell  while  heroically  attempting  to 
rally  their  men.  The  regiment  has  lost  in  them 
ofScers  whose  places  cannot  be  filled,  and  the 
country  patriots  who  served  faithfully  to  the  last 

The  regiment  is  particularly  indebted  to  As- 
sistant Sureeon  Walter  Caswell,  for  gallantly 
staying  by  them  under  the  heaviest  fire. 

We  have  now  present  for  duty  ten  commissioned 
ofiScers  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-eight  enlist- 
ed men.  Present,  on  detached  service,  fifteen  en- 
listed men,  and  report  nineteen  enlisted  men 
known  to  have  gone  to  Nashville. 

Respectfully.  Major  J.  M.  Kirbt, 

Onmmandlng  One  Hundred  and  First  BesimentO.  V.  L 

* 

OAPTAIN  BUSH'S  RSPORT. 
Oamp  tmAM  HuRTRBiBOBO,  Txn.,  January  9, 1868. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  command  in  front 
of  Murfreesboro  from  (and  including)  December 
thirtieth,  1862,  to  the  morning  of  January  fourUi, 
1863. 

On  the  morning  of  December  thirtieth,  1862, 
moved  near  the  enemy *s  lines,  and  by  order  of 
Gen.  Sheridan  opened  fire  on  a  rebel  battery  at 
one  thousand  five  hundred  yards  range,  and  drove 
it  under  cover. 

About  ten  o'clock  we  moved  across  the  open 
fields  near  the  woods  occupied  by  the  enemy.  A 
rebel  battery  opened  on  us  from  the  woods,  at 
about  six  hundred  yards  range,  when  Qen.  Sill 
ordered  us  in  position  in  the  woods,  pointing  to 
them,  and  ordered  me  to  silence  that  battery, 
which  we  did,  after  a  sharp  contest  of  about  two 
hours,  at  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards'  range. 
We  killed  about  half  their  horses,  disabled  one 
gun-carriage,  killed  one  of  their  lieutenants  and 
twelve  men,  wounded  several  others,  and  killed 
and  wounded  several  of  their  infantry  support, 
which  lay  near.  My  loss  in  the  contest  was  one 
sergeant  and  three  privates  killed,  three  privates 
wounded,  five  horses  killed,  two  gun-carriage 
wheels  disabled,  and  two  limber-chests  damaged. 
After  dark,  by  command  of  General  Sill,  we  took 
position  about  three  hundred  yards  to  the  right, 
in  open  ground,  where  we  remained  till  next 
morning,  (December  thirty-first)  About  daylight 
we  were  attacked  by  the  enemy.  We  replied 
with  canister  at  short-range,  until  Gen.  Sheridan's 
division  was  completely  flanked  by  Gen.  Davis's, 
division  retreating,  and  obliged  to  retir&  We 
fixed  prolonges  and  retired  in  rear  of  the  brigade, 
firing  canister.  Made  another  short  stand  at  the 
first  position  of  December  thirtieth,  and  fired 
canister  from  my  howitzers  and  six-pound  smooth- 
bores into  the  enemy  in  front,  and  with  my  rifles 


tion  here  for  gallant  conduct  He  never  faltered ;  |  drove  two  of  the  enemy's  pieces  from  position, 
always  pluited  the  colors  promptly  where  direct- 1  which  were  firing  on  Gen.  Davis's  retreating  linos. 
H  &nd  never  moved  them  Ull  ordered.  My  thanks  I  Lost  one  caisson  in  reaching  this  position,  every 
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horse  on  it  being  shot  down  by  the  enemy  s  mus- 
ketry Here  the  uaderstrsps  of  one  of  my  smooth- 
bore six-poundere  were  broken  by  firing  double 
charges  of  canister,  and  I  sent  the  piece  to  the 


rear. 


From  the  above,  position  I  retired  and  took  a 
position  about  eight  hundred  yards  to  the  leO, 
iSoiniog  Gen.  Negley's  dinsion,  near  which  point 
I  remained  until  my  ammunition  was  expended, 
and  then  retired  to  the  left.  In  crossing  a  dense 
cedar  woods  near  the  Murfreesboro  pike  the  in- 
fantry were  driven  rapidly  past  us  and  my  two 
rear  pieces  (one  James  and  one  six-pounder 
smooth  bore)  were  captured  by  the  enemy,  after 
killing  all  the  horses  on  them  except  one  wheel- 
horse  on  one  and  one  wheel  and  two  swing  horses 
on  the  other,  and  the  latter  piece  fast  among  the 
trees  and  the  enemy  within  forty  yards  of  them. 
On  reaching  the  pike  I  moved  a  short  distance  to 
the  rear  and  got  a  supply  of  ammunition  and  re- 
ported myself  to  the  front,  with  three  pieces,  for 
duty.  By  order  of  Gen.  Rosecrans  we  went  into 
park  in  front  and  on  the  left  of  the  pike.  The 
next  morning  Gen.  Sheridan  put  us  in  position, 
where  we  remained  until  Sunday  morning  with- 
out further  casualties.  On  Saturday,  January 
third,  I  got  the  piece  repaired  which  was  disabled 
December  thirty-first 

Some  field-officer,  on  December  thirty-first, 
forced  my  forge  into  the  train  which  started  for 
Nashville,  and  it  was  captured  and  burned. 

During  the  above  engagements  my  officers  be- 
haved nobly.  I  can  scarcely  mention  one  in  par- 
ticular without  doing  injustice  to  the  rest 

I  must,  however,  mention  First  Sergeant  Willis 
H.  Pettit,  whose  services  in  keeping  my  guns  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  and  various  duties,  were 
invaluable. 

Joseph  £.  De  Wolfe,  clerk  and  private  orderly, 
AS  usual,  showed  a  clear  head  and  unsurpassed 
courage,  and  was  always  fou^d  where  the  fight  was 
thickest^  ready  to  carry  orders,  assist  in  taking 
out  and  putting  in  horses,  etc 

I  must  also  give  great  credit  to  private  Frank 
Williams,  who,  with  great  courage  and  skill,  saved 
my  five  remaining  caissons,  which  were  at  one 
time  cut  off  and  in  the  rebel  lines.  My  loss  of 
men  was  six  killed,  seventeen  wounded,  two  pa- 
roled and  one  missing. 

I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Captain  A.  K.  Bush, 

GoaiinaDd«r  Fifth  Indian*  Battery. 

To  Captain  Hbscock, 

Chief  of  Artillery,  Sheridan*!  Dirlalon. 

MAJOR  HAMRICK*8  BKPORT. 

Hbadquabtku  TfTKHTT'THnu)  Rkgimbut  Kbbtvckt  ) 
IxrAXTBT,  Camp  or  num  or  Murfbrsboro,  Tkkk.,        V 

January  5, 1868.     ) 

Captain  E.  Sauthgate,  A, A,  6^.,  Third  Brigade, 

Second  Divieum : 

Sir  :  I  hereby  beg  leave  to  make  my  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-third  Kentucky  in- 
fiintry  in  the  two  battles  before  Murfreesboro,  on 
thirty-first  December,  1802,  and  second  January, 
1863. 


On  the  twenty-sixth  December,  1862,  we  kit 
our  camp  near  Nashville,  with  two  hundred  and 
eighty-two  men,  and  took  up  our  line  of  march 
with  the  brigade  under  command  of  Colonel  W. 
Grose,  in  the  rear  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  halted  near 
La  Vergne  at  dusk,  where  we  bivouacked  durin;^ 
the  night  On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh 
we  were  detailed  as  guard  to  General  Palmer^s 
division  train,  and  at  night  took  position  with 
the  brigade.  On  the  twenty-eighth  (Sunday)  we 
moved  to  the  front  with  the  brigade  and  were 
placed  as  reserve  to  the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois. 
On  the  twenty-ninth  we  moved  forward,  crossed 
Stewart's  Creek,  waist  deep,  and  followed  the 
Eighty-fourth  Illinois  in  line  of  battle ;  remained 
in  front  all  night  with  the  brigade.  On  the  thir- 
tieth we  were  moved  forward  some  four  hundred 
yards  to  support  Parsons^s  regular  battery  on  the 
right,  where  we  remained  until  dusk,  when  we 
were  relieved  and  ordered  some  four  hundred 
yards  to  the  rear  and  in  the  timber  for  rest 

On  the  thirty-first  (Wednesday)  I  was  ordered 
to  form  line  on  the  left  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  filming 
the  enemy's  battery  in  front,  when  the  fire  be- 
coming heavy  upon  our  right  and  rear,  Colontl 
Grose  ordered  me  to  change  my  front,  which  I 
immediately  did,  facing  the  direction  of  the  ene- 
my's fire,  when  I  was  ordered  to  unsling  knap- 
sacks. 

I  was  then  ordered  to  move  forward  and  sap- 
port  the  Sixth  Ohio,  which  I  did,  moving  as  far 
as  the  skirts  of  the  woods  on  my  lefl^  when  (ka 
Palmer  rode  up  and  ordered  me  to  retire  to  tlie 
support  of  Parsons's  battery. 

At  this  time  the  stampede  from  the  right  l»e- 
came  general  from  the  woods  in  our  front     I  had 
some  fear  of  being  carried  away  with  it,  but  found 
no  difficulty  in  moving  my  men  to  Uie  support 
of  the  battery,  forming  my  right  on  the  batterv 
and  my  left  resting  on  the  woods ;  the  enemy  a(i- 
peared  in  our  front  and  poured  in  a  galling  tire 
upon  us,  with  tlie  intention,  it  seemed,  to  chan^ 
the  battery.     Some  regiment  formed  upon  my 
left  resting  in  the  woods.     The  battery  opened  a 
cross-fire  upon  the  enemy,  as  did  also  my  regi- 
ment and  the  one  on  my  left,  driving  him  back 
in  great  confusion  and  with  heavy  loss.     The  bat- 
tery retired,  when  I  was  ordered  to  change  my 
front  and  form  behind  a  ledge  of  rocks  and  okiiyc 
my  men  to  lie  down  and  await  the  approach 
of  the  enemy.     The  enemy's  fire  becoming  very 
heavy,  I  was  ordered  to  fall  back  with  my  rep* 
ment  to  the  railroad  in  the  re|r  of  the  Twenir- 
fourth  Ohio,  which  I  did  slowly  and.in  good  ordtr. 
After  remaining  there  some  thirty  minut&s  I  waS 
ordered  to  move  forward  and  relieve  the  Twi^tj- 
fourth  Ohio,  whose  ammunition  was  exhausted. 
This  I  did  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enentr. 
That  position  I  held  for  fifty-five  minutes,  driving 
the  enemy  back  with  my  superior  guns,  untlcr 
cover  of  the  woods,  when  we  were  ordered  to  tha 
rear  for  ammunition.    At  half-past  five  p.m.,  I 
was  again  ordered  to  the  front,  when  I  took  Uio 
position  in  the  woods,  in  front  of  the  railroad  oc< 
cupied  by  me  before  I  was  ordered  to  the  tvas^ 
which  point  I  occupied  until  I  was  relieved  at  oa4 
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o'clock  A.1L,  when  I  was  again  ordered  to  the  rear 
for  refreshments  and  rest 

On  the  first  of  January,  1868,  I  was  ordered 
to  the  rear  and  centre  of  v  an  Cleve's  and  Wood's 
divisions,  where  I  remained  until  twelve  o'clock 
X.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  cross  the  river  to  our 
left,  where  I  renuuned  untilhalf-past  two  o'clock 
F.X.,  when  I  was  ordered  to  recross  the  river  and 
gt)  into  cunp  for  a  night's  rest 

On  Janoiry  second^  I  was  again  ordered,  with 
the  brigade,  to  cross  the  river,  when  Col.  Qrose 
ordered  me  to  take  a  position  behind  a  fence,  on 
the  extreme  front  and  left.  I  threw  out  three 
companies  as  skirmishers,  and  remained  until 
lialf-past  three  o'clock  p.m,  when  the  enemy  ap- 
peared, driving  back  the  forces  upon  our  right 

The  Fiftj-ninth  Ohio  broke  and  ran  across  my 
front,  and  some  of  them  over  my  men,  who  were 
lying  behind  the  fence.     I  saw  that  the  enemy 
was  driving  back  the  forces  upon  my  right,  so  I 
ehmged  my  front  and  opened  upon  them.     I  had 
no  sooner  done  so  than  a  battery  opened  upon 
mj  left  with  grape,  and  at  the  same  time  a  fire 
of  small  arms  was  opened  upon  my  left  and  rear, 
pl^dng  me  within  a  crtss-fire.    I  then  attempted 
to  move  my  men  back  to  the  bridge,  when  some 
^>t^agglers  raised  the  cry,  **  We  are  surrounded  t" 
and  I  found  it  was  impossible  to  keep  my  men  in 
order.    Ther  then  fell  back  in  confusion.    I  suc- 
ceeded in  rallying  most  of  them  in  the  woods,  on 
the  left  of  the  bridge.    The  balance,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  milled  and  returned.     The  enemy  was 
then  driven  back  with  heavy  loss.     I  then  moved 
fi^^ard  beyond  myorigmal  position,  keeping  open 
a  heavy  fire  upon  him.     When  we  halted,  we 
were  five  hundi^  yards  in  advance  of  our  origi- 
nal position,  and  occupying  the  ground  of  our 
fonner  picket-line,  which  position  we  held  until 
dsrkf  when,  being  relieved,  we  returned  to  our 
piisJtion  occupied  before  the  engagement,  having 
lo&t,  in  the  two  days'  engagement,  eight  killed, 
fifty  wounded,   and    twenty-two  missing  — the 
names  you  will  find  attached. 

Chaplain  W.  H.  Black  deserves  especial  praise 
for  the  manner  in  which  he  acted,  being  always 
it  his  post,  and  rendering  aid  and  comfort  to  the 
wounded,  both  while  the  fight  was  going  on  and 
during  the  two  succeeding  nights.  Dr.  A.  M. 
Mcmson  also  deserves  gre2t  praise  for  his  kind- 
nfi«  and  attention  to  the  wounded  at  all  hours, 
day  and  night 

My  offioera,  line  and  stafi^  acted  with  great 
co^iloess  and  bravery,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
which  I  cannot  particularize  in  this  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain  your  most  obedient 
ierrant, 

Thom  A.S  H.  Haxbick, 

Major  Commanding  Regiment. 
MAJOR   JARYTS^S   REPORT. 

Cvhnei  Jkfnei  B,  Fyffe^   Commanding  Second 
Brigadcj   Third  Division,  Lift  Wing,  Four- 
teenth Army  CiMTpM,  Department  of  tho  QuTn- 
herland  : 
iu :  I  hare  the  honor  to  report  the  following 

aa  the  part  taken  by  the  Thirteenth  regimen^ 


Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  the  series  of  battles 
before  Murfrecsboro,  Tennessee,  commencing  De- 
cember thirtieth,  1862,  and  ending  January  third, 
1868.  At  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  Wednesday,  De- 
cember thirty-first,  our  regiment,  under  command 
of  Colonel  Joseph  G.  Hawkins,  was  ordered  in 
firom  outpost  duty,  and  we  took  oinr  place  in  line 
and  started  soon  after  for  the  south  side  of  Stone 
River,  but  only  got  a  short  .distance  when  we  were 
suddenly  countermarched  at  double-quick  time  a 
distance  of  about  one  mile  to  a  corn-field,  on  the 
right  of  the  Murfreesboro  road,  to  repel  an  attack 
upon  our  train  by  a  large  force  of  the'  enemy's 
cavalry.  Our  lines  were  formed  preparatory  for 
battle,  my  regiment  occupying  the  right  of  the 
brigade.  The  enemy  were  repulsed  by  our  cav- 
alry and  artillery,  so  that  my  regiment  was  not 
engaged ;  and  at  about  ten  o'clock  a.m.  we  moved, 
by  your  orders,  to  a  position  in  the  woods  south 
of  tne  com-fiela.  My  regiment  was  now  ordered 
to  cover  the  Fifty-ninth  Ohio  volunteers,  whicli, 
with  the  Forty-fourth  Indiana,  formed  the  first 
line  of  attack.  My  regiment,  with  the  Eighty- 
sixth  Indiana  volunteers,  forming  the  second  line. 
In  consequence  of  the  unevenness  of  the  ground 
and  the  density  of  the  thicket,  it  was  difficult  to 
keep  our  lines  properly  formed  as  we  advanced, 
but  on  emerging  from  the  woods  into  the  open 
field  beyond,  we  moved  regularly  forward  to  the 
edge  of  the  second  woods.  The  first  line  having 
now  advanced  some  twenty  yards,  my  regiment 
was  ordered  to  lie  down  close  to  the  fence.  It 
now  became  evident  that  the  enemy  was  attempt- 
ing to  outfiank  us  upon  the  right,  and  this  fact 
was  reported  to  you  by  my  Adjutant,  but  just  at 
that  moment  the  attack  was  made  upon  our  first 
line,  and  it  was  compelled  to  fall  back  in  some 
disorder,  over  my  men,  who  were  lying  down  by 
the  fence,  and  at  the  same  time  our  gallant  Col- 
onel fell  mortally  wounded,  and  the  command 
devolved  upon  mysel£  I  held  the  position  until 
completely  outflanked  by  the  enemy,  and  was 
compelled  to  fall  back  in  disorder  to  the  line  of 
reserves,  when  I  rallied  again,  and  this  time  with 
success,  as  the  enemy  were  now  in  the  open  field, 
while  I  had  the  advantage  of  the  cover  of  the 
woods.  They  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded,  besides  some  thirty  prisoners,  which  I 
captured.  My  loss  in  this  engagement  was  quite 
severe,  embracing  three  commissioned  officers 
killed,  and  twenty-seven  enlisted  men ;  five  com- 
missioned officers  wounded,  and  sixty-eight  en- 
listed men,  with  thirty-nine  missing  in  action. 
No  other  movement  of  importance,  in  which  my 
r^ment  was  engaged,  took  place  until  Friday, 
January  second,  1863,  when  we  occupied  the  ex- 
treme left  of  our  lines  on  the  south  side  of  Stone 
River,  having  taken  our  position  there  the  day 
previous,  under  your  immediate  supervision.  My 
skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  on  the  morning 
of  the  second,  and  through  their  vigilance  I  was 
enabled  to  report  to  you  important  movements  of 
the  enemy.  Their  movement  of  a  battery  to  my 
firont,  and  the  massing  of  infantry  to  my  right, 
having  been  discovered,  an  attack  was  momenta- 
rily expected,  and  at  about  three  o'clock  p.m.  the 
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firing  of  the  skirmishers  on  my  right  plunly  indi- 
cated an  advance  in  that  direction  by  the  enemy, 
and  in  half  an  hour  more  their  in&ntry  in  force 
attacked  the  brigade  on  our  right  Their  lines 
being  formed  diagonally  to  my  front,  I  could  not 
meet  their  infantry,  and  as  their  batteries  opened 
upon  me  with  grape  and  canister,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  order  a  retrograde  movement,  which  was, 
executed  in  as  good  order  as  possible,  and  at 
about  three  hundred  yards  distance  I  made  a 
stand  again,  but  by  this  time  their  battery  occu- 
pied my  late  line  of  battle,  and  I  was  then  order- 
ed to  fall  badL  across  the  river,  which  was  done 
in  good  order.  My  loss  in  this  engagement  was 
three  enlisted  men  killed,  ten  wounded,  and  thirty 
missing. 

The  following  exhibits  the  casualties  in  my  re- 
giment, in  both  engagements : 

Commissioned  officers  killed, 8 

Enlisted  men  killed, 80 

Commissioned  officers  wounded, 6 

Enlisted  men  wounded, 81 

Missing, 67 

Aggregate, 176 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DwioHT  Jar  VIS,  Jr., 

Ifi^or  Oommanding  Thirteenth  Regiment  Ohio  Toiunteen. 

LIEUTENANT-OOLONEL  LIEBOLD'S  REPORT. 

BjusqaABTiBS  Sbooxd  Bbioadb,  Tried  BtriBioir, ) 

Janoary  7, 1868.  f 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  the  brigade  I  have  now  the 
honor  to  command,  in  the  b«tttle  before  Murfirees- 
boro.  The  brigade,  then  in  command  of  the  lar 
mented  Colonel  Fred  Schaeffer,  were  assigned  a 
position  as  a  reserve  of  the  Third  division  on  the 
thirtieth  of  December,  and  took  no  part  in  the 
engagement  on  our  left  on  that  day. 

Shortly  after  daybreak  next  morning,  the  thir- 
ty-first of  December,  Col.  Schaeffer  received  or- 
ders to  reenforce  Gen.  SilPs  brigade  with  some 
regiments,  and  the  Fifteenth  Missouri  volunteers 
and  Forty-fourth  Illinois  volunteers,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut-Colonel  Weber,  of  the  Fifteenth 
Missouri  volunteers,  were  accordingly  sent  to 
Gen.  Sill,  with  orders  to  report  for  duty  to  him. 
The  Second  battalion  of  the  Seventy-third  Illi- 
nois volunteers,  under  command  of  Major  Pres- 
ton, was  detached  to  protect  Captain  Hesscock*s 
battery,  while  the  other  battalion  of  the  Seventy- 
third  Illinois  volunteers  and  the  Second  Missouri 
volunteers  were  held  in  reserve.  The  Fifteenth 
Missouri  volunteers  and  Forty-fourth  Illinois  vol- 
unteers ha4  a  position  assigned  to  them  about 
thirty  yards  in  rear  of  Gen.  Sill^s  brigade,  when 
after  a  short  interval  Lieut. -CpL  Weber  received 
orders  to  advance  in  double-quick.  The  order 
was  promptly  executed,  and  Lieut. -Colonel  Weber 
found  himself  in  front  of  the  enemy,  our  artillery 
having  retreated,  leaving  one  Parrott  gun  behind 
The  two  mentioned  regiments  kept  up  a  strong 
fire,  and  even  when  one  regiment  on  their  right 
broke  and  ran,  they  held  their  position  until  at- 
tacked from  <^e  flank  and  front  at  once.    Lieut- 


Colonel  Weber  then  retreated  in  good  order,  keep- 
ing up  a  constant  firing,  until  he,  being  heavily 
gressed  by  the  enemy,  reached  a  corn-field,  wht^re 
e  halted.  Soon  afterward  our  troops  on  the 
right  advanced  again  on  the  enemy,  when  Lieut- 
Colonel  Weber  idso  rapidly  advanced  again  to  a 
place  about  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  his  previous 
position,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle.  He  had 
the  gun  above  referred  to  dragged  by  his  men  to 
the  rear  of  his  column,  firom  where  it  afterward 
was  removed  to  a  safer  place.  Lieut -CoL  Weber 
contested  his  ground  admirably  until  the  enemy 
advanced  six  columns  deep,  and  a  number  of  the 
Fifteenth  Missouri  volunteers  gave  out,  the  Forty- 
fourth  Illinois  volunteers  having  previously  with- 
drawn. Then  the  order  to  retreat  was  given  and 
carried  out  without  improper  haste,  until  the  edge 
of  the  timbef  was  reached,  when  the  pressure  of 
the  enemy  was  so  hard  that  it  was  nece^aiy  to 
resort  to  the  double-quick.  At  the  time  the  Fif- 
teenth Missouri  volunteers  and  the  Forty-fourth 
Illinois  volunteers  rejoined  the  brigade,  ordos 
were  given  to  retreat  across  the  pike,  to- 
ward a  piece  of  cedar  woods,  and  two  compani^ 
of  the  Second  Missouri  volunteers  were  deployed 
as  skirmishers  to  retard  the  rapid  advance  of  the 
enemy.  The  whole  brigade,  with  the  exception 
of  the  First  battalion  of  the  Seventy-third  lUinois 
volunteers,  under  command  of  Captain  Bergan, 
which  was  a  short  distance  from  the  main  bodj, 
arrived  at  the  woods  above  mentioned,  at  the 
edge  of  which  the  Second  Missouri  volunteers 
behind  natural  and  very  favorable  fortifications 
of  huge  and  deeply-cut  rocks,  opened  a  brisk  fire 
on  the  enemy,  which  kept  him  at  bay  for  a  con- 
siderable length  of  time.  The  First  battalion  of 
the  Seventy-third  Illinois  volunteers  was  at  the 
same  time  attacked  by  the  enemy,  but  repulsed 
the  attack,  when  in  the  attempt  to  join  the  bri- 
gade it  was,  by  the  advance  of  Gen.  Rousseau  s 
division  separated,  and  keeping  up  a  constant 
firing,  crossed  the  pike  and  took  a  position  in  the 
cedar  grove.  Here  Captain  Bergan,  oommanding 
the  battalion,  withstood  three  different  charge> 
of  a  whole  rebel  cavalry  brigade,  and  was  short- 
ly afterwards  enabled  to  join  the  brigade.  Bt 
this  time  the  ammunition  of  tiie  Second  Missimr 
had  given  out,  as  well  as  that  of  the  rest  of  thi? 
brigade,  and  they  were  ordered  into  the  thicket 
of  the  cedar  grove.  After  the  lapse  of  about  one 
hour  the  brigade  was  enabled  to  recdve  ammu- 
nition, and  had  a  new  position  assigned  them  on 
the  Chattanooga  Railroad.  Colonel  Schaeffer  or- 
dered the  Fifteenth  Missouri  volunteers  to  depbj 
in  a  corn-field,  whilst  the  balance  of  the  bripde 
held  the  railroad,  and  kept  up  such  a  gallio^ 
and  weU  aimed  fire  that  the  enemy,  though  of  & 
strength  to  which  our  force  was  hjurdlv  compan- 
ble,  and  fighting  with  the  utmost  desperation, 
was  again  and  again  repulsed.  The  i^iftetnth 
Missouri  volunteers,  being  in  danger  of  beinf 
outflanked,  retreated  towards  the  position  of  the 
brigade ;  and  it  was  then,  when  about  giving  or- 
ders to  said  regiment,  that  the  true  soldier  and 
brave  man,  my  lamented  predecessor,  CoL  Fi^ 
Schaeffer,  fell    By  order  of  General  Sheridan,  1 
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anamed  forthwith  the  oommand  of  the  brigmde. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Illinois  volunteers,  commanded 
hj  Captua  Olson,  having  been  detached  to  it, 
tnd  ftficr  taking  up  another  favorable  position  on 
the  line  of  the  railroad,  I  was  enabled  to  hold 
the  enemy,  in  spite  of  his  desperate  endeavors, 
in  check  until  the  night  broke  in,  and  the- bloody 
draina  of  that  day  was  ended. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  at  two  o^clock  A.if., 
my  brigade  was  ordered  to  take  a  position  in 
front  of  an  open  field  ed^ed  by  heavy  timber, 
and  I  had,  as  soon  as  daylight  permitted,  heavy 
breastworks  erected  along  the  whole  firont  I  was 
to  protect;  and,  keeping  a  vigilant  look-out,  I 
held  that  position  until,  on  the  sixth  of  January, 
I  was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  present  camp. 
The  officers  and  men  of  the  brigade  behaved  as 
would  be  naturally  expected  from  veteran  sol- 
diers who  have  heretofore  earned  the  highest 
pnise  for  their  bravery  and  gallantry,  and  to 
oiumemte  one  would  be  injustice  to  the  whole. 
Among  those  who  laid  down  their  lives  for  our 
holj  cause,  I  particularly  lament  Capt  Zimmer- 
min  and  Lieutenants  Koemer  and  Guinzius,  of 
tibe  Fifteenth  Missouri  volunteers.  Capt  Alsop, 
of  the  Seventy-third  Illinois  volunteers,  Captain 
Hosmer,  of  the  Forty-fourth  Illinois  volunteers. 
Maj  their  relatives  find  a  consolation,  as  their 
comrades  do,  in  the  thought  that  their  death  was 
on  a  battle-field,  for  the  righteous  cause  wins  im- 
mortal laurels  for  the  slain.  I  cannot  omit  to 
mention  Capt  Hescock,  First  Missomi  battery, 
that  on  December  thirty-first,  a^  oftentimes  be- 
fcre,  did  splendid  execution.  The  skill  and  bra- 
very of  its  officers  are  almost  proverbial,  and 
Deed  not  be  further  enumerated  by  me  but  to 
express  my  heartiest  gratification  that  they  stood 
bj  me,  as  formerly,  with  a  right  good  will  and 
telling  courage. 

Inclo.<ed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you 
I  list  of  the  casualties  in  my  brigade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obed't  servant, 

Bernard  Liebold, 

L!«iit-Colond  Seeond  In&atrf,  Miasourl  Volunteers,  Com* 
■vxEa^  Second  Brigade,  Third  DiTision,  Right  Wing,  Fourteenth 

To  His  Excellency,  Haxilton  R.  Gamble, 

GoTemor  of  the  State  of  MlaMuiL 
GCTERAL  R0SBCRANS*8  GREAT  BATTLE. 

The  operations  of  Major-Gen.  Rosecrans  com- 
menced on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December  by  the 
mo?cment  of  his  army  fi-om  Nashville,  culminated 
on  Wednesday,  the  thirty-first,  in  the  collision  of 
his  forces  with  those  of  the  rebels,  under  Bragg, 
at  Murfreesboro.  The  day  will  be  always  memor- 
ise, and  its  events  are  peculiarly  interesting  as 
affording  the  first  test  of  the  Federal  commander 
^  the  new  and  onerous  duties  with  which  the 
country  has  intrusted  him.  The  command  of  an 
Anuy  of  one  hundred  thousand  men  is  so  vast  an 
nndertaking,  compared  with  the  operations  of  a 
ij^rce  of  ten  thousand  or  fifteen  thousand,  that  even 
the  sanguine  might  well  have  misgivings  as  to  the 
SQcccssof  a  general  alwavs  fortunate  in  the  latter, 
when  be  first  attempts  the  former. 


^  Without  considering  the  strategic  policy  of  the 
time  and  manner  of  the  movement  upon  Murfrees- 
boro, and  looking  only  at  the  grand  tactics  of  the 
battle-field,  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  what 
measure  of  success  attended  General  Rosecrans 
in  the  fight,  when  the  information  already  at  hand 
is  divested  of  the  mass  of  exaggeration  and  mis- 
conception with  which  it  has  been  given  to  the 
publia     To  what  extent  he  was  indebted  to  his 
subordinate  commanders  for  the  result  may  also 
be  readily  seen.     For  if  a  subordinate  during  a 
battle  seizes  opportune  moments,  and  renders 
services  not  expected  of  him,  or  in  the  perform- 
ance pf  a  specified  duty,  by  skilful  manoeuvres, 
he  gives  his  command  a  power  not  calculated 
upon,  yet  needed ;  the  general  is  plainly  indebted 
to  him  in  a  degree  corresponding  with  the  import- 
ance of  the  subordinate  position  on  the  field.    But 
if  the  commander  of  a  reserve,  having  his  position 
designated,  checks  with  the  fire  of  his  fresh  troops 
the  enemy,  more  or  less  exhausted  by  the  contest 
with  the  first  line,  he  does  no  more  than  was  ex- 
pected—he meets  the  foreseen  emergency  just  as 
the  general  ordered,  and  it  is  simple  absurdity  to 
say  that  such  a  commander  won  the  battle.     If 
he  did,  Kellerman,  not  Napoleon,  won  Marengo. 
Yet  scarcely  a  battle  is  fought  that  precisely  such 
a  claim  is  not  made  in  behalf  of  some  commander, 
itching,  perhaps,  to  double  his  stars,  who  may  or 
inay  not  have  been  used  by  the  general  at  the  de- 
cisive moment     The  thing  has  become  chronic, 
and  he  must  **  save  the  day "  whether  there  is 
danger  of  losing  it  or  not     He  cannot  wait  for 
the  necessity;   it  would  be  like  Don  Quixote 
awaiting  an  attack  from  the  wind-mills— the  af- 
fair would  go  by  default    Therefore,  as  soon  as 
the  enemy  approaches,  he*' casts  an  eagle  glance" 
over  the  ground  the  general  has  carefully  selected, 
posts  his  troops  '*  as  if  by  inspiration,"  upon  the 
&vorable  points  the  general  has  indicated,  and 
with  ** heroic  gallantry"  orders  his  men  to  fire 
when  the  enemy  comes  up,  and  he  has  **  saved  the 
day."     "Our  special  correspondent"  gives  these 
facts  to  the  people.     This  "S.  C."  knows  the 
comihaiider ;  has  he  not  eaten  at  his  table,  drank 
from  his  flask,  ridden  bis  horse,  and  been  gener- 
ally upon  the  most  agreeably  easy  terms  with  all 
the  dignities  of  shoulder-straps  ?  And  who  should 
know  better  than  he  that  the  commander  would 
not  be  in  any  fight  without  "saving  the  day"? 
Having  this  fact  for  the  burden  of  his  narrative, 
he  takes  the  "  camp  talk  "  of  the  next  few  days  for 
his  details,  (his  own  mind  was  fully  occupied  dur- 
ing the  battle  in  counting  the  stray  bullets  that 
got  as  far  to  the  rear  as  he  was,)  and  astonishes 
his  readers  with  graphic  portrayals  of  what  he 
"  saw  "  on  the  battle-field.    To  the  blackness  of 
oblivion  with  these  prostituted  scribblers  and 
their  patrons,  who  rob  alike  the  sacred  dead  and 
the  worthy  living  of  their  Jionors  to  grace  the 
heads  of  men  unable  to  earn  their  own  I    The 
'* charges"  these  fellows  make  are  with  the  pen, 
not  the  sword,  and  their  spoils  come  not  firom  the- 
enemy  but  from  fellow-soldiers. 

On  the  night  of  December  thirtieth,  General 
Rosecrans  found  his  army,  about  forty  thousand 
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strong,  drawn  up  before  Murfreesboro,  facing  the 
rebels  in  heayy  force.  The  ground  was  favorable 
for  manoeuvre— large  open  fields,  densely  wooded 
tracts  of  cedar,  and  thinner  ones  of  oak ;  the  gen- 
tle swells  of  the  land  scarcely  increased  by  the 
banks  of  Stone  River,  which  ran  through  the  lines 
of  both  armies,  and  was  practicable  fbr  all  arms 
at  numerous  places.  The  Federal  force  included 
the  splendid  army  organized  and  led  for  nearly  a 
year  by  Major-Gen.  Buell,  with  their  first  glorious 
prestige  of  Shiloh  yet  undimmed  by  a  reverse, 
some  small  force  from  the  old  army  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  the  reinforcements  received  at  Louis- 
ville in  September,  new  troops  in  their  first  cam- 
paign. The  general  organization  was  by  wings  ; 
the  right,  three  divisions,  under  Major-General 
McCook ;  the  left,  three  divisions,  under  Major- 
Gen.  Crittenden ;  and  centre,  two  divisions  pre- 
sent)  under  Major-General  Thomas.  Divisions, 
three  brigades,  brigades,  (not  uniform,)  four  or 
five  regiments. 

In  the  line  of  battle  a  division  had  a  fi*ont  of  two 
brigades,  (each  in  two  deployed  lines,)  and  one 
brigade  in  reserve,  a  great  change  from  the  strong, 
mobile,  easily  controlled  line  of  Buell,  in  which  a 
brigade  had  two  regiments  deployed  in  the  first 
line,  one  deployed  in  the  second,  (brigade  reserve,) 
and  one  in  double  column  in  the  third  line,  the 
three  latter  forming  the  division  reserve.  To  the 
left  of  the  Nashville  and  Murfreesboro  pike,  one 
brigade  of  Wood^s  division  formed  the  left  of  the 
Federal  line;  Palmer^s  division  was  deployed 
to  the  right  of  the  pike,  leaving  two  brigades  of 
Wood^s  and  the  whole  of  Van  Cleve's  division  as 
the  reserve  of  the  left  wing.  Then  the  centre, 
with  Neglcy's  division  deployed  and  Rousseau^s 
in  reserve,  but  so  located  as  to  be  available  at  the 
extreme  left  as  well  as  the  centre. 

The  three  divisions  of  the  right  wing  were  de- 
ployed, extending  the  line  beyond  the  Nolinsville 
pike  a  considerable  distance.  The  cavalry,  two 
brigades,  were  equally  divided  upon  the  fianks. 

This  disposition  was  pade  for  an  attack,  and 
the  concentration  of  troops  at  the  left  indicated 
that  the  design  was  upon  the  enemy^s  right  The 
left  was  certainly  strong  enough  to  justify  the 
most  sanguine  hopes  of  success,  but  the  undue 
weakness  of  the  long  line  of  the  right  wing,  which 
also  lost  something  in  advantage  of  position  by 
being  too  far  advanced,  made  it  liable  to  over- 
throw by  a  sudden  concentration  of  the  enemy 
upon  its  fiank.  The  enemy  resisted  with  some 
pertinacity  the  centre  and  right  in  taking  position, 
while  upon  the  left  comparatively  little  demon- 
stration was  made. 

At  daylight  of  the  thirty-first,  Gen.  Rosecrans's 
order  announcing  the  intended  attack,  was  com- 
municated to  the  troops  of  the  left  and  centre, 
who  had  moved  out  firom  their  bivouacs,  in  readi- 
ness to  advance.  At  about  the  same  time,  how* 
ever,  the  enemy,  who  had  thrown  heavy  forces 
to  his  left,  attacked  with  great  vigor  the  extreme 
right  of  McGook.  Pressing  rapidly  forward,  the 
enemy,  though  losing  heavily  at  every  step,  suc- 
ceeded in  forcing  back  the  two  right  divisions  of 
General  McCoo£    The  attack,  indeed,  was  a  sur- 


prise to  at  least  a  portion  of  Johnson's  diriaioa 
One  battery,  with  horses  unhitched,  had  barelj 
time  to  put  them  in  harness  to  be  shot  down,  aiid 
fell  into  the  enemy's  hands  after  firing  a  doxea 
shots.  McGook's  left  division  (Sheridan*  s)  sus- 
tained the  assault  with  success,  but  the  line  on 
its  right  having  given  way,  it  was  exposed  ia 
front,  fiank,  and  rear.  Twice  this  heroic  divL^ion 
changed  front  and  hurled  back  the  overwhelming 
mass  of  foes,  and  when  outflanked  and  nearly  en- 
circled, with  every  brigade  commander  killed  or 
wounded,  was  retired  in  good  order.  The  centre 
division  (Negley*s)  was  also  unable  to  hold  its 
position,  and  fell  back. 

The  events  narirated  above  occupied  scarcely 
two  hours,  so  energetic  and  persistent  was  the 
assault,  and  so  rapid  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 
A  forward  movement  of  Palmer*s  division  to  oc- 
cupy a  favorable  crest,  preliminary  to  the  gnnd 
assault  by  the  left  wing,  was  already  in  progress 
when  it  was  prevented  by  intelligence  of  the  disas- 
ter to  the  right  While  Negley's  division  vas 
engaged,  the  reserve  of  the  centre  Oji^S  behind 
the  right  brigade  of  the  left  wing)  was  ordered 
forward  to  his  support  Had  this  force  (Rous- 
seau^ s)  gone  forward  in  time  to  support  the  brave 
division  of  Sheridan  in  its  desperate  attempts  to 
check  the  enemy,  the  three  divisions  which  would 
then  have  occupied  the  centre  of  the  original  line 
(Negley's,  Sheridan^  and  Rousseau's)  would  pro- 
bably have  held  the  ground,  the  left  wing  would 
still  have  been  strong  enough  to  attack  with  go<>i 
prospect  of  success,  and  the  original  order  of  bat- 
tle would  not  have  been  lost,  while  the  enemy's 
position  would  have  been  more  favorable  to  as- 
sault in  this  direction  than  could  have  been  rea- 
sonably calculated  upon  had  the  battle  opened 
with  our  left.  Why  this  reserve  did  not  go  at 
the  time  mentioned,  is  unknown  to  the  writer. 
Possibly  Gen.  Rosecrans,  confident  of  the  ability 
of  McCook  to  recover  himself^  and  unaware  of  tiit 
disaster,  was  willing  he  should  yield  some  grounJ 
to  tlie  enemy.  The  formation  of  the  right  wing 
was  far  too  weak,  however,  its  line  much  too  ex- 
tended to  render  such  a  course  safe,  and  from  the 
moment  it  gave  ground,  it  was  in  disaster.  Fin- 
ally Rousseau^s  reserve  moved  into  the  dense  ce- 
dars in  rear  of  N^ley,  and  its  deploj^ment  wa<t 
commenced.  It  was  discovered  at  this  critical 
moment  that  it  was  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to 
move  the  artillery  fi-om  the  narrow  roads  which 
had  been  cut  through  the  thicket,  into  positions 
where  it  could  be  used  to  advantage. 

The  deployment  of  the  infantry  was  effected 
but  without  engaging,  (saving  a  battalion  on  the 
right,  which  was  suddenly  assailed  in  fiank  by 
the  enemy,  and  partially  confused,)  the  entire  di- 
vision was  moved  a  considerable  distance  to  the 
rear,  and  finally  formed  upon  favorable  ground 
directly  in  rear  of  the  right  of  Crittenden's  win?. 
Negley,  of  course,  could  do  nothing  less  than  fkll 
back  then ;  his  line  had  in  fact  idready  yielded 
for  want  of  support  Sheridan's  glorious  rcs^i st- 
ance and  the  firmness  of  Negley's  men  had,  how- 
ever, covered  the  perambulations  of  the  rcserre, 
and  that  force  was  in  readiness  to  receive  tl^e 
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enemj.  The  fiulure  of  the  right  wing  changed 
the  whole  order  of  battlet  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Federals  to  assume  the  offensive, 
for  all  sTailable  forces  were  needed  to  sustain  the 
Dew  line  hastily  chosen  and  posted  by  Greneral 
Rosecrans  in  person,  Rousseau  s  reserve  being  the 
Qacleos  upon  which  such  troops  as  were  at  hand 
vere  formed.  Palmer^s  division,  the  right  of 
Cntteiiden*8  line,  was  the  only  one  still  remain* 
log  in  the  original  position. 

The  other  divisions  of  Crittenden  were  hurried 
to  the  new  line  to  resist  the  enemy^s  attack.  The 
positioQ  of  Qen.  Rosecrans  was  now  in  the  form 
of  a  crotchet,  the  shorter  line  being  Palmer's 
diriaoD,  still  in  the  original  line.  The  left  of  this 
dJTision,  DOW  the  left  of  the  army,  was  to  the 
left,  aod  at  right  angles  with  the  Nashville  pike, 
in  a  Bcan^  grove  of  oaks  covering  an  inconsider- 
able o-est  between  the  pike  and  the  railroad, 
which  intersected  at  an  acute  angle  about  four 
handred  yards  in  front;  Stone  River,  crossing 
the  pike  some  distance  further  to  the  front,  ran 
Dearlj  parallel,  and  very  near  to  it  until  within 
three  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  Palmer's  posi- 
tioQ,  where  it  turned  squarely  to  the  left,  and  con- 
tinulDg  this  course  for  several  hundred  yards, 
aguo  tamed  and  swept  around  toward  the  rear. 
The  portion  of  the  stream  in  front  of  Palmer^s 
left  was  deep,  with  but  one  narrow  ford,  thus 
l^irming  an  excellent  flank  defence.  Between 
Palfflers  two  brigades  in  the  first  line  was  an 
open  field  of  three  hundred  yards,  (the  left  bri- 
gade had  occupied  this  field,  but  its  commander, 
fcetdng  the  impossibility  of  sustaining  an  attack  in 
low,  open  ground,  within  musket-range  of  the 
eoemj's  covo*,  had  moved  to  occupy  the  favor- 
able crest  mentioned,)  the  right  brigade  lying  in 
the  skirt  of  a  cedar  wood.  Palmer^ s  division  had 
^QiitaiDed  an  attack  successfully,  and  while  Gen. 
Kooecrans  was  forming  his  new  line,  was  assailed 
with  extreme  ferocity  in  front  and  upon  the  right 
^U)k,  then  exposed  by  the  falling  back  of  Neg- 
^7-  The  right  brigade  was  forc^  back  in  turn, 
exposing  the  left  brigade  to  a  flank  attack  and 
r<^ridering  the  whole  position  critical  The  force 
tbi  followed  to  engage  Rosecrans^s  rear  line,  when 
Xe^ey  fell  back,  was  undoubtedly  designed  to 
operate  in  conjunction  with  one  now  endeavoring 
t)  crush  the  shorter  arm  (Palmer's  division)  of 
tbe  crotchet  line,  and  the  two  would  then  take 
the  main  Federal  line  in  front,  flank,  and  rear, 
before  its  formation  was  complete. '  The  plan  was 
Veil  devised;  with  the  division  protecting  the 
^nk  of  his  army  removed.  Gen.  Rosecrans  would 
haTe  had  nothing  to  hope  for.  The  persistence 
^  desperate  energy  with  which  the  enemy  press- 
ed this  point  indicate  that  they  were  fully  aware 
(if  the  aiivantage  success  here  would  give  them. 
Certainly  it  was  an  ill  turn  of  rebel  fortune  that 
flowed  a  single  brigade  of  one  thousand  two 
hoodred  men  to  fail  the  efforts  of  their  thousands 
M  this  vital  point  Less  skilfully  manoeuvred, 
these  one  thousand  two  hundred  men  would  have 
been  an  obstacle  almost  insignificant  This  bri- 
^e  (ilazen's)  maintained  its  position  with  un- 
tliocLing  courage  and  good  success,  until   the 


forces  on  its  right  were  overpowered  and  driven 
back.  When  this  occurred,  it  was  exposed  to  fire 
in  flank  and  rear,  and  the  attempts  of  the  enemy 
to  charge  in  front  Its  commander  had  but  one 
rc^ment  to  protect  his  flank,  but  was  furnished 
with  two  battalions  from  the  division  reserve.  It 
was  terrible  fighting  to  beat  back  the  enemy's 
double  lines  in  front  and  flank ;  it  cost  a  third 
of  the  brave  brigade,  but  every  moment  the  ene- 
my was  held  back  was  worth  a  thousand  men  to 
the  main  line.  G^eral  Rosecrans  improved  the 
time  so  well  in  huriymg  troops  to  the  new  posi- 
tion, that  when  the  enemy  assailed  that  line,  the 
fresh  divisions  of  Van  Cleve,  Wood  and  Rousseau, 
and  the  artillery,  massed  on  a  commanding  point, 
not  only  repulsed  them,  but  they  were  charged 
while  retiring  by  one  of  Crittenden's  brigades. 
The  enemy  had  also  miscalculated  Uie  temper  of 
Hazen's  brigade,  and  Bragg  was  obliged  to  report, 
as  he  did  in  his  first  despatch,  that  he  ''had- 
driven  the  whole  Federal  line,  except  his  left, 
which  stubbornly  resisted."  When  they  with- 
drew, the  right  of  the  brigade  was  swung  to  the 
rear,  bringing  it  behind  an  embankment  of  the 
railroad,  which  formed  a  good  breastwork,  and 
enabled  it  to  successfully  withstand  subsequent 
flank  attacks.  In  the  temporary  cessation  of 
fighting  which  ensued.  Gen.  Rosecrans  strength- 
ened this  point  with  infantry  and  artillery. 

The  enemy,  evidently  unwilling  to  see  his  ad- 
vantage on  the  right  melt  away  in  a  single  attack, 
came  forward  again.  McCook's  troops  and  Neg- 
ley's  division  had  been  re-formed  in  the  new  posi- 
tion. The  enemy,  though  inflicting  severe  losses, 
was  unable  to  force  the  line  again,  and  was  driven 
back  with  great  slaughter.  The  right  of  his  line, 
when  it  came  up  to  assault  for  the  fourth  and  last 
time  Hazen's  position  on  the  left,  was  shattered 
and  broken  by  a  single  volley.  Such  a  change 
had  repeated  repulses  made  in  the  morale  of  the 
troops  that  fought  with  such  determination  in  the 
morning. 

The  enemy's  great  superiority  in  cavalry  avail- 
ed him  little  or  nothing.  Its  operations  in  rear 
of  the  Federal  anny  amounted  only  to  the  cap- 
ture of  an  inconsiderable  quantity  of  stores,  which 
Gen.  Rosecrans  had  not  the  power  to  efficiently 
protect  Their  loss  occasioned  no  serious  incon* 
venience,  and  the  enemy  did  not  carry  them  away. 
No  panic  or  confusion  in  the  movements  of  troops 
rewarded  their  efforts. 

The  battle  was  substantially  ended  on  Wednes- 
day night  Gen.  Rosecrans  was  not  idle,  bow- 
ever,  and  at  daylight  on  Thursday,  had  his  army 
in  a  position  the  enemy  might  have  hurled  his 
masses  upon  in  vain.  During  the  day,  both  par- 
ties refrained  from  offensive  movements;  prob- 
ably the  enemy,  convinced  of  the  unprofitableness 
of  further  attack  on  the  Federal  right,  shortened 
his  lines  and  moved  to  his  own  right  A  demon- 
stration he  made  with  artillery  indicated  a  desire 
to  develop  the  position  of  the  Federal  left,  and 
showed  his  attention  to  be  mainly  directed  to  that 
point  Stone  River  ran  across  the  front  half  a 
mile  in  advance,  around  the  left,  within  two  hun. 
dred  yards  of  the  line,  and  close  in  the  rear  of 
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this  wing,  and  the  artillery  occ\ipied  strong,  com- 
manding positions.  On  Friday,  Van  Cleve's  divi- 
sion was  thrown  across  the  river  to  the  left,  and 
formed  there  on  the  prolongation  of  the  gene- 
ral line,  with  its  left  considerably  retired.  One 
additional  brigade  was  also  sent  as  a  support 
At  three  o^clock,  Friday  afternoon,  a  furious  at- 
tack was  made  by  the  enemy  upon  this  division. 
Their  assault  had  all  the  vigor  and  rapidity  that 
characterized  the  grand  operation  of  Wednesday 
upon  McGook.  Van  Cleve's  division  (without  ar- 
tillery) was  driven  from  its  position,  its  fire  scarce- 
ly lessening  the  speed  of  the  enemy's  advance. 
This  succes&was  insignificant  in  comparison  with 
the  extent  of  the  eneray^s  preparations  ;  without 
further  action,  it  was  valueless.  But  when  it  was 
gained,  his  movements  appeared  without  further 

Elan.  His  impetuous  charge  was  not  sustained 
y  troops  to  occupy  the  ground  taken,  or  to  press 
on  across  the  river  to  the  flank  and  rear  of  the 
left  wing.  A  considerable  force  which  advanced 
on  the  left  of  the  assaulting  lines  failed  to  codpe- 
rate  efficiently,  and  no  advantage  was  taken  of 
the  diversion  to  attempt  another  part  of  the  line. 
General  Rosecrans,  having  his  entire  army  well  in 
hand  for  rapid  movement  in  any  direction,  quick- 
ly reenforced  his  left,  and  redccupied  the  ground 
from  which  Van  Gleve  had  been  driven.  The  ap- 
proach of  night  prevented  further  operations. 

During  the  interval  between  Wednesday's  bat- 
tle, and  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  on  Sunday,  both 
parties  were  engaged  in  strengthening  their  posi- 
tions by  lines  of  rifle-pits,  earthwork  epaulements 
for  batteries,  etc  Both  parties  had  failed  in  their 
tactical  plans,  but  if  the  point  was  of  strategic 
importance,  that,  and  the  moral  advantage,  would 
obviously  rest  with  the  one  that  longest  main- 
tained his  position,  whethefr  there  should  be  furth- 
er fighting  or  not  This  advantage  was  finally 
surrendered  to  Gen.  Rosecrans  by  the  withdrawal 
of  the  enemy. 

The  error  that  was  fatal  to  Gen.  Rosecrans^s  or- 
der of  battle  was  in  the  right  wing,  the  weakness 
of  that  portion  of  the  line  resulting  in  its  rout, 
and  the  diversion  of  the  other  forces  from  the 
projected  attack,  by  putting  and  holding  them 
upon  the  defensive.  The  successful  formation  of 
a  new  line  in  presence  of  an  enemy,  and  un- 
der his  attacks,  is  a  manoeuvre  requiring  high 
qualities  of  generalship.  General  Rosecrans  did 
this,  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  required  to 
accomplish  it,  show  him  to  be  possessed  of  great 
power  in  handling  troops,  and  of  an  undaunted 
spirit  that  will  compel  the  enemy  to  wrest  from 
him,  mch  by  men,  each  successive  advantage,  the 
last  as  firmly  held  as  the  first  For  the  grand 
result,  he  is  not  free  from  indebtedness  to  sub- 
ordinates. The  rapidity  with  which  the  right 
wing  was  driven  back,  and  followed,  and  the  evi- 
dent fact  that  the  first  intelligence  from  it,  or  the 
absence  of  any,  left  Gen.  Rosecrans  ignorant  of  the 
disaster  there,  made  every  moment  of  infinite  im- 
portance when  be  learned  the  truth  and  began 
the  formation  of  his  new  line.  Sheridan,  by  his 
desperate  fighting  and  repeated  changes  of  posi- 
tion under  rebel  attacks,  gained  for  Uie  General 


most  valuable  time,  and  finally  brought  off  his 
division  in  good  order  for  further  service.  These 
services  were  extraordinary  under  the  circum- 
stances, and  no  general  would  trust  to  their  be- 
ing rendered  by  any  division ;  neither  would  the 
General  have  confided  the  defence  of  his  left  flank 
to  so  small  a  force  as  Hazen's  brigade,  had  he 
foreseen  what  constant  presence  of  mind,  obf^ti- 
nacy,  and  rapid  and  difficult  changes  of  position 
were  required  to  enable  its  commander  to  hold  his 
ground  against  four  or  five  times  his  number, 
during  the  entire  day. 

The  battle  was  like  most  engagements  of  the 
war — there  was  nothing  decisive  in  the  result, 
and  the  enemy  carrying  what  he  would,  withdrew 
unmolested;  but  there  is  certainly  much  cause 
for  congratulation  in  the  fiict  that  fortune  has  not 
allowed  similar  circumstances  (the  change  of  com- 
manders) in  the  Eastern  and  Western  armies  to 
produce  similar  results,  and  that  at  the  West  we 
have  a  "  Stone  River,"  not  a  "  Frederidcsburgh.'* 

LOUISTILLB   "  JOURNAL  »•   ACCX)UST. 

Baitu-Fisld  or  Stomb  Ritks,  Januarys,  19CS. 

I  propose  to  give  the  readers  of  the  Journal  9Si 
account  of  the  events  which  have  rendered  this 
blood-stained  field  forever  memorable ;  and,  as  in 
the  case  of  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  I  shall  describe 
only  what  passed  under  my  own  eyes,  leaving 
others  to  narrate  what  they  themselves  witnessed 

On  the  morning  of  December  twenty-sixth,  Gen, 
Rousseau's  division  of  Thomas's  corps  marched 
from  its  camp  on  the  Franklin  road,  four  miles 
from  Nashville,  it  being  the  same  spot  whence 
we  marched  last  spring  to  leave  our  share  of  bl(K>d 
and  dead  on  the  field  of  Shiloh.     This  time  the 
hand  of  fate  has  brought  the  sacrifice  to  a  differ- 
ent altar,  but  it  has  been  offered  to  the  god  of 
battles  with  not  less  awful  rites  than  rocked  the 
hills  of  Shiloh  to  their  base,  and  lighted  its  for- 
ests with  lurid  flames.  On  the  night  of  the  twen- 
ty-sixth we  bivouacked  on  the  Wilson   pike,  a 
branch  from  the  Franklin,  thirteen  miles  from 
Nashville.     On  the  twenty-seventh   we  moved 
across  by  a  country  road  to  the  Nolinsville  pike. 
When  the  head  of  the  column  arrived  at  Nolins- 
ville, we  found  that  Gen.  McCook's  corps,  which 
was  just  passing,  was  meeting  with  stubborn  re- 
sistance from  the  enemy.     As  there  was  room  to 
apprehend  that  the  enemy  intended  to  attempt  a 
repetition  of  Chaplin  Hills  by  falling  on  one  of  our 
wings  in  overwhelming  force  while  on  the  mnrck 
Gen.  Rousseau  moved  all  of  his  division  that  had 
got  up  rapidly  to  the  front,  in  a  most  terrible  nin- 
storm,  to  support  Gen.  McOook  in  case  of  need ; 
but  the  enemy  retired,  and  the  danger  passed. 
At  four  o^ clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty- 
eighth.  Gen.  Rousseau  received  notice  from  Ge'a 
Rosecrans  that  it  was  of  the  utmost  import&n^; 
that  his  division  should  be  at  Stewart^s  Greek,  on 
the  Murfreesboro  road,  that  night     Moving  l>j  » 
cross-road,  the  division  reached  the  point  desig- 
nated by  midnight     In  all  of  these  marches  we 
had  been  preceded  by  the  divisions  of  Bavi^  and 
Negley,  and  perhaps  by  others  belonging  to  Thom- 
as's or  the  centre  corps.   The  result  was  to  tniu- 
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fer  Thomas's  entire  corps  from  the  extreme  right 
of  the  anny  on  the  Franklin  road,  to  the  Mur- 
freesboro  rMuL  Crittenden's  corps,  constituting 
the  left  wing  of  the  army,  had  moved  down  the 
Murfreesboro  road  from  Nashyille,  and  we  came 
upon  it  at  Stewart's  Creek.  Gen.  McCook's  corps, 
constituting  the  right  wing  of  the  army,  had,  as 
ilreadj  stated,  moTed  down  the  Nolinsyille  pike. 
So  that,  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-ninth,  the 
left  and  centre  were  united  at  Stewart's  Creek, 
while  the  right  was  moving  cautiously  down  a 
conrerging  road  to  meet  the 'left  and  centre  at 
Stone  Rirer.  Such  were  the  movements  by  which 
Gen.  Rosecrans  concentrated  his  army,  scattered 
on  the  yarious  roads  leading  into  Nashville,  into 
a  !k>lid  mass  in  front  of  Murfreesboro.  On  the 
twenty-ninth,  the  enemy,  in  considerable  force, 
disputed  the  ground  with  the  head  of  our  column. 
There  was  artillery  skirmishing  in  the  morning 
ind  throughout  the  day,  but  the  advance  of  the 
ajlomn  was  not  seriously  obstructed.  General 
Bodsseaa's  division  remained  at  Stewart's  Creek 
tbroQgfaout  the  twenty-ninth,  and  that  night  one 
of  his  brigades,  with  Stone's  battery  and  two 
companies  of  the  Second  Kentucky  cavalry,  was 
detached  to  the  left  to  guard  a  bridge  on  the  Jef- 
ferson road,  where  they  subsequently  had  a  smart 
engagement  with  the  enemy.  On  the  morning  of 
the  thirtieth  the  remaining  three  brigades  moved 
&rward  seven  miles,  to  this  ground,  destined  soon 
to  be  baptized  historical  in  their  blood  and  that 
of  their  brave  comrades.  We  bivouacked  on  the 
ni^ht  of  the  thirtieth  in  the  woods  on  both  sides 
of  the  road,  on  the  crest  of  a  hill,  just  three  miles 
and  a  half  from  Hurfreesbora 

An  account  of  what  followed,  in  order  to  be 
intelligible,  must  be  preceded  by  a^description  of 
the  field. 

As  the  road  from  Nashville  to  Murfreesboro 
approaches  tiie  latter  place,  it  suddenly  finds  it- 
self parallel  with  Stone  River.  The  stream  flow- 
ing east  crosses  the  road  a  mile  this  side  of  Mur- 
^^^esbora  AbrupUy  changing  its  course,  it  flows 
north  along  the  road,  and  not  more  than  four 
hnodred  yards  distant,  for  more  than  two  miles. 
It  is  a  considerable  stream,  but  fordable  in  many 
places  at  low  water.  The  narrow  tongue  of  land 
hetween  the  turnpike  road  and  the  river  is  divided 
^  tho'Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railroad,  which, 
^ning  down  the  centre  of  the  wedge-like  tract, 
hi.sects  the  turnpike  half  a  mile  this  side  of  where 
^e  latter  crosses  the  river.  Just  in  rear  of  the 
^  where  Uie  third  mile-stone  from  Murfrees- 
boro stands,  Uie  turnpike  and  railroad,  at  that 
point  about  fifty  yards  apart,  run  through  a  slight 
cnt^  and  this  a  few  rods  further  on  is  succeeded 
^J  a  slight  fill  The  result  is  to  convert  both 
nilroad  and  turnpike,  for  a  distance  of  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  into  a  natural  rifle-pit  The 
>^nt  to  whidi  the  genius  of  Rousseau  turned 
thl^  will  be  seen  after  a  while.  On  each  side  of 
the  road  at  this  point  there  are  open  fields.  That 
^  the  left  extends  to  the  curtain  of  timber  which 
B^ges  the  river,  and  also  half  a  mile  to  the  front 
klong  the  road,  when  it  gives  place  to  an  oak  | 
voods  of  no  great  density  or  extent    To  the  left  I 


and  front,  however,  it  opens  out  into  a  large  open 
plain,  which  flanks  the  woods  just  mentioned, 
and  extends  on  up  the  river  in  the  direction  of 
Murfreesboro  for  a  mile  or  so.  In  the  field  on  the 
left  of  the  railroad  there  is  a  rise  or  hill  of  no 
great  height,  sloping  down  to  the  railroad  and 
commanding  all  the  ground  to  the  front  and  right 
It  was  here  that  Guenther's  and  Loomis's  batteries 
were  posted  in  the  terrible  conflict  of  Wednesday. 
The  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  turnpike  road 
is  perhaps  throe  hundred  yards  wide,  and  is 
bounded  on  the  west  by  an  almost  impenetrable 
cedar  forest  It  extends  indefinitely  to  the  front, 
and  beyond  the  extreme  southern  line  of  the 
cedars,  which  is  half  a  mile  to  the  point,  sweeps 
away  into  broad,  open  fields,  constituting  a  large 
plantation.  Just  in  rear  of  the  cedar  forest,  and 
marking  its  extreme  northern  limit,  is  a  long, 
naiTow  opening,  containing  about  ten  acres.  There 
is  a  swell  in  the  field  on  the  right  of  the  road, 
corresponding  with  the  one  on  the  left,  but  it  is  a 
hundred  yards  further  to  the  rear,  and  slopes  to 
the  firont  instead  of  to  the  right  The  crest  of 
this  hill  on  the  right  is  curiously  concave.  Taking 
its  origin  precisely  at  the  point  where  the  oblong 
opening  marks  the  northern  limit  of  the  cedar 
forest,  it  bends  around  towards  the  enemy  and 
gradually  slopes  down  to  the  front  until  it  loses 
itself  in  the  level  ground  just  where  the  slight  fill 
in  the  turnpike  and  railroad  mentioned  above  be- 
gins. From  its  beginning  point  at  the  comer  of 
the  cedars,  the  northern  end  of  the  crest  curves 
back  upon  itself  and  around  the  eastern  mouth 
of  the  oblong  opening  heretofore  described,  so  that 
after  fortifying  the  front  of  the  position,  it  returns 
upon  itself  in  such  a  manner  as  to  render  the 
right  flank  well-nigh  impregnable.  In  what  man- 
ner Rousseau,  by  one  of  those  sudden  inspirations 
which  come  only  to  the  greatest  minds,  availed 
himself  of  the  advantages  of  this  position  to  save 
the  centre  and  turn  the  tide  of  battle,  we  shall 
presently  see. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first,  Rousseau's 
division,  being  a  portion  of  the  reserve  of  the 
armv,  was  formed  in  line  in  the  field  on  the  right 
of  the  turnpike,  with  its  left  resting  on  the\oad 
and  its  right  on  the  cedar  forest  Eight  o'clock 
came,  and  the  battle  had  not  yet  b^un  on  the 
left  and  in  the  centre,  but  the  note  of  conflict 
came  booming  ominously  from  the  right  and 
growing  rapidly  nearer  and  nearer.  Presently 
an  aid  to  General  Thomas  came  dashing  up  in 
hot  haste  with  orders  for  Rousseau  to  move  his 
division  quietly  into  the  cedar  forest  and  form  in 
Gen.  Xegley's  rear.  The  necessary  orders  were 
quickly  given.  Two  narrow  roads  were  found 
leading  into  the  cedars,  and  the  heads  of  the  col- 
umns were  conducted  along  those  as  rapidly  as 
possible.  We  made  our  way  half  a  mile  through 
the  forest  to  the  crest  of  a  slope,  whence  we 
looked  out  across  a  depression  through  some 
new  corn-fields  in  which  dead  trees  wera  still 
standing  thick.  The  brigades  were  filed  to  the 
right  through  the  dense  c^ar  growth  and  formed 
in  line  of  battle  as  far  as  possible.  The  right 
siuoocc  k*4  HI  getting  into  line  in  pretty  good  order, 
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but  it  was  apparent  that  the  left  could  not  be 
formed  there  before  the  tide  of  battle  would  strike 
us.  The  batteries  still  stood  in  the  narrow  roads 
utterly  unable  to  move  one  step  through  the 
thicket.  It  was  an  awful  and  perilous  moment 
No  language  can  convey  the  faintest  idea  of  that 
scene.  To  see  it  was  to  feel  it  become  a  part  of 
yourself.  You  bore  away  not  a  copy,  not  a  pic- 
ture^ but  a  liying  and  constituent  perception  never 
subsiding  into  a  recollection.  The  broken  and 
dispirited  battalions  of  our  right  wing,  retreating 
by  the  flank,  were  pouring  out  of  the*  corn-fields 
and  through  the  skirts  of  the  woods,  while  from 
the  far  end  of  the  field  rose  the  indescribable 
crackle  and  slowly  curling  smoke  of  the  enemy*s 
fire.  The  line  of  fire  now  grew  rapidly  nearer 
and  nearer,  seeming  to  dose  in  slowly  but  with 
fatal  certainty  around  our  front  and.  flank,  and 
presently  the  long  gray  lines  of  the  enemy,  three 
or  four  deep;  could  bo  seen  through  the  corn- 
stalks vomiting  flame  on  the  retreating  host  The 
right  of  Rousseau's  division  opened  its  lines  and 
let  our  brave  but  unfortunate  columns  pass 
through.  The  gallant  and  invincib^9  legion  came 
through  in  this  way  with  fearfully  decimated 
ranks,  drawing  away  by  hand  two  pieces  of  our 
artillery.  When  all  the  horses  belonging  to  the 
battery  and  all  the  other  guns  had  been  disabled, 
the  brave  boys  refused  to  leave  these  two  behind, 
and  drew  them  two  miles  through  fields  and 
thickets  to  a  place  of  safety.  It  was  a  most 
touching  sight  to  see  these  brave  men,  in  that 
perilous  hour,  flocking  around  Rousseau  like 
children,  with  acclamations  of  delight  and  every 
token  of  love,  as  soon  as  they  recognized  him, 
embracing  his  horse,  his  legs,  his  clothes.  As 
soon  as  it  was  known  to  the  retreating  column 
that  Rousseau  was  there,  such  a  shout  of  joy  and 
relief  went  up  from  column  after  column  as  has 
rarely  welcomed  the  hero  to  the  work  of  saving 
an  army.  You  could  see  new-born  joy  dancing 
in  eyes  where  a  moment  before  despair  had  low- 
ered, and  inexpressible  relief  dawning  over  the 
darkness  of  every  face.  But  there  was  no  time 
to  indulge  in  these  redeeming  flashes  of  good  feel- 
ings ^'hich  gleamed  out  for  an  instant  through 
the  dark  and  fearful  passions  of  the  battle-field. 
The  enemy  were  already  upon  us,  pouring  a  with- 
ering fire  into  our  front  and  right  flank.  The 
left  of  the  division  was  still  unformed,  the  bat- 
teries were  still  standing  idle,  and  worse  than 
idle,  an  obstruction  to  ourselves  and  an  easy  prey 
to  the  enemy  in  the  narrow  roads.  It  was  the 
turning- point  of  the  day,  one  of  those  critical  mo- 
ments which  are  constantly  occurring  in  battle 
when  the  rapid  decision  of  an  instant  makes  dis- 
aster a  victory.  If  we  should  be  overwhelmed 
there  in  the  woods,  the  centre  too  would  be  lost, 
the  left  taken  in  flank  and  rear  and  completely 
cut  otf*  from  our  line  of  retreat,  and  the  whole 
army  destroyed  or  captured.  Then,  could  we 
hold  our  ground  there,  and  roll  back  the  fearful 
tide  of  blood  and  fire  that  was  rolling  slowly  on 
to  ovcrwhem  the  army  ?  No,  it  was  evident  that 
we  could  not.  Rousseau  was  equal  to  the  emer- 
gency.    Galloping  to  where  General  Thomas  sat 


upon  his  horse,  the  image  of  determination  and 
immovable  courage,  he  represented  the  impossi- 
bility of  getting  his  division  into  position  in  the 
cedar  thicket,  and  asked  permission  to  fall  back 
to  the  open  ground  heretofore  described.  The 
permission  was  at  once  granted,  the  batteries 
were  wheeled  about  and  sent  off  at  a  fiist  trot ; 
the  left  brigade,  being  still  in  column,  was  moved 
rapidly  to  the  rear,  and  the  other  brigades,  being 
in  line,  were  ordered  to  fall  back  in  good  order. 
It  was  just  as  the  movement  bc^an  that  the  Fif- 
teenth Kentucky,  which  formed  the  extreme  ri^ht 
of  the  division,  was  furiously  assailed  in  front  and 
flank,  and  its  young  hero-colonel  slain.  He  fell 
at  the  extreme  right  of  his  regiment,  whither  he 
had  gone  to  take  measures  to  defend  that  flank. 
Had  the  retrograde  movement  been  delayed  a 
few  seconds  longer,  the  regiment  must  have  been 
destroyed. 

Flymg  back  to  the  open  ground  which  was 
now  to  bo  the  scene  of  so  terrific  a  conflict,  Rous- 
seau galloped  rapidly  across  it,  and  read  with  a 
single  eagle  glance  all  of  its  advantages.  Guen- 
ther's  and  Loomis^s  batteries  were  ordered  to  take 
position  on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  and 
Stokes*s  Chicago  battery,  which  had  got  with  our 
division,  was  placed  there  also.  The  brigade  of 
regulars,  commanded  by  Lieut-Col.  Shepherd, 
and  consisting  of  two  battalions  of  the  Eighteenth 
infiuitry,  one  battalion  of  the  Fifteenth,  one  of 
the  Sixteenth,  and  one  of  the  Nineteenth,  fras 
ordered  to  support  the  batteries.  The  Ninth  bri- 
gade, commanded  by  Col.  Scribner,  formed  the 
left  of  the  line,  and  was  posted  principally  alon;; 
the  natural  rifle-pit  of  the  turnpike  and  railnud. 
The  Seventeenth  brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Beatty,  formed  the  right  of  the  line,  and  ^as 
posted  along  the  crest  of  the  concave  hill  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  These  dispositions  were  ua<ic 
with  the  rapidity  of  lightning,  and  scarcely  vere 
they  completed  when  the  storm  burst  upon  us. 

History  furnishes  but  few  spectacles  to  be  com- 
pared with  that  which  now  ensued.     The  rebels 
pressed  up  to  the  edge  of  the  cedar  forest  and 
swarmed  out  into  the  open  field.     I  saw  the  fim 
few  gray  suits  that  dotted  the  dark  green  line  of 
the  cedars  with   their  contrasted  color  thicken 
into  a  line  of  battle,  and  the  bright  glitter  of  their 
steel  flashed  like  an  endless  chain  of  lightning 
amid  the  thick  and  heavy  green  of  the  thicket 
This  I  saw  before  our  fire,  openine  on  them  around 
the  whole  extent  of  our  line,  engirdled  them  with 
a  belt  of  flame  and  smoke.     Aft^  that  I  saw  them 
no  more,  nor  will  any  human  eye  ever  see  them 
more.     Guenther,  Loomis,  and  Stokes,  with  p«ral 
after  peal,  too  rapid  to  be  counted,  mowed  them 
down  with  double-shotted  canister,  the  left  of  our 
line  of  infantry  poured  a  continuous  sheet  of  flame 
into  their  front,  while  the  right  of  our  line,  posted 
in  its  remarkable  position  by  the  genius  of  Rm»- 
seau,  enveloped  their  left  flank  and  swept  their 
entire  line  with  an  enfilading  fire.     Thick  snioke 
settled  down  upon  the  scene :  the  rim  of  the  hill 
on  which  our  batteries  stood  seemed  to  be  ^ur- 
rounded  by  a  wall  of  living  fire ;  the  turnpike 
road  and  the  crest  of  the  hill  on  the  right  were 
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wrapped  in  an  unending  blaze ;  flames  seemed  to 
lap  out  of  the  earth  and  dance  through  the  air. 
Ko  troops  on  earth  could  withstand  such  a  fire 
as  that    One  regiment  of  rebels,  the  boldest  of 
their  line,  advanced  to  within  seventy-five  yards 
of  our  line,  but  there  it  was  blown  out  of  exist- 
ence.   It  was  utterly  destroyed,  and  the  rest  of 
the  rebel  line,  broken  and  decimated,  fled  like 
sheep  into  the  depths  of  the  woods.     Our  centre 
still  stood  immovable  as  a  rock,  and  the  army 
was  saved.    The  terrific  firing  ceased,  the  smoke 
quickly  rolled  away,  and  the  sun  shone  out  bright 
and  dear  on  the  scene  that  was  lately  so  shroud- 
ed in  smoke  and  moral  gloom.     How  still  every 
thing  was!    £very  body  seemed  to  be  holding 
his  breath.    As  soon  as  the  firing  ceased  General 
Boosseau  and  his  staff  galloped  forward  to  the 
ground  the  rebels  had  advanced  over.     Their  dead 
Ut  there  in  firightlul  heaps,  some  with  the  life- 
blood  not  yet  all  flowed  from  their  mortal  wounds, 
some  propped  upon  their  elbows  and  gasping  their 
la^t    The  flag  of  the  Arkansas  regiment  lay  there 
on  the  ground  beside  its  dead  bearer.     Every  de- 
pression in  the  field  was  full  of  wounded,  who 
bad  crawled  thither  to  screen  themselves  from 
the  fire,  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners  came 
OQt  of  a  little  copse  in  the  middle  of  the  field  and 
6UTT»dered  themselves  to  Gen.  Rousseau  in  per- 
son.   Among  them  was  one  captain.     They  were 
sll  that  were  left  aUve  of  the  bold  Arkansas  regi- 
ment that  had  undertaken  to  charge  our  Une. 
A»  the  rebel  line  rolled  back  through  the  woods, 
^en.  Rousseau  ordered  his  right  wing  to  charge 
tbdr  left  flank  through  the  cedars.     The  regulars 
idranced  gallantly  into  the  cedars  again  and  in- 
Sided  heavy  loss  on  the  retreating  foe,  but  they 
al>o  suffered  greatly.     Here  Major  Carpenter  of 
the  Nineteenth  infantry,  Captains  Bell  and  Wise 
of  the  Fifteenth,  and  Captain  Kneass  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth, were  killed,  and  Major  King  of  the  Fif- 
tetnth  and   Major  Slemmer  of  the    Sixteenth 
bounded.    The  rebels  continued  their  flight  until 
the?  were  beyond  our  fire  on  the  right ;  our  troops 
were  recalled  into  the  field  and  placed  along  the 
cre^t  of  the  hill  on  the  right  and  around  the  re- 
troversion of  the  hill  which  fortified  the  right 
Sin*>s  in  readiness  to  meet  another  assault  should 
the  enemy  feel  inclined  to  make  it     But  for  a 
Ion;  time  the  enemy  showed  no  disposition  to  re- 
new the  attack.     No  pen  can  describe  a  pause  in 
b^nle.    There  is  no  other  stillness  like  it     It  is 
it  once  life  and  death,  the  stillest  repose  and  the 
n^t  active  preparation.     For  more  than  two 
bc'urs  this  lull,  to  which  the  epithet  awful  might 
be  applied,  continued.     Every  sense  was  on  the 
strain,  every  nerve  tightened  with  extreme  ten- 
sion.   What  where  the  enemy  doing,  and  where 
would  they  fiUl    next?     Were   they  massing 
gainst  our  right  again  f    Would  they  again  at- 
t<^pt  the  centre  ?    Had  they  retired  within  their 
works,  satufled  with  having  overwhelmed  our 
^ht  ?    A  dropping  fire  of  sKirmishers  still  con- 
tinued all  around  the  line,  but  the  enemy  nowhere 
sjiowed  himself  in  force.     Finally,  about  three 
o'clock,  this  suspense  was  ended  by  one  of  the 
Crudest  specta^es  to  which  war  ever  gave  origin. 


A  long  dark  line  with  banners  flying  and  artillery 
in  the  intervals  advanced  over  the  crest  of  a  hill 
a  inile  to  our  front  in  the  open  fields  of  the  plan- 
tation heretofore  spoken  o^  and  moved  in  com- 
mon time  down  the  long  slope  toward  our  position. 
It  seemed,  then,  the  question  was  at  last  decid- 
ed, and  that  they  were  going  to  storm  us  in  the 
centre.  Eveiy  man  was  in  his  place,  and  evcnr 
hand  in  readiness  to  work  death.  But  after  ad- 
vancing in  this  magnificent  array  for  several  hun- 
dred yards  down  the  slope,  the  rebel  line  suddenly 
faced  to  the  left,  and  doubled-quicked  off  behind 
the  screen  of  the  cedar  forest  As  they  passed 
over  the  open  space  our  batteries  opened  on  them 
with  shells  and  carried  havoc  into  their  ranks. 
Their  feint  cost  them  dear.  Thus  matters  stood 
when  the  night  of  December  thirty-firet  closed 
over  us. 

During  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  Gen.  Rose- 
crans  made  those  admirable  defensive  dispositions 
which  deserve  a  place  in  the  record  of  undying 
deeds.  A  strong  line  was  posted  along  the  entire 
front,  the  right  was  drawn  back  to  the  turnpike 
road,  so  that  the  enemy  to  reach  it  would  have 
to  cross  large  open  fields ;  the  cavalry  was  placed 
on  the  extreme  right  to  beat  off  the  enemy's  horse 
from  our  line  of  communications,  and  full  half  the 
in&ntry  and  artillery  were  held  in  reserve  behind 
the  knolls  and  woods,  in  columns  doubled  on  the 
centre,  ready  to  be  moved  at  a  moment's  notice 
to  any  point  that  might  be  assailed.  The  line 
was  so  formed  that  the  reserves  for  any  part  were 
within  a  few  hundred  yards  of  every  other  part 
Early  in  the  morning  of  January  first  the  enemy 
advanced  through  the  cedars  on  the  right  with 
loud  cheers,  and  immediately  heavy  skirmishing, 
almost  equal  to  a  regular  engagement  began 
along  the  entire  line.  This  continued  throughout 
the  day,  the  enemy  doubling  their  skirmishers 
first  at  this  point  and  then  at  that,  pressing  us 
first  here  and  then  there.  So  they  continued  to 
feel  all  around  our  line  throughout  the  entire  day, 
their  object  evidently  being  to  find  a  weak  place, 
or  create  a  panic  somewhere,  and  then  launch 
their  whole  force  on  that  point  But,  thanks  to 
our  General,  they  found  no  weak  spot,  and,  thanks 
to  his  soldiers,  they  created  no  panic  So  closed 
the  second  day  of  this  bloody  drama. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second,  the  rebels  opened 
a  terrific  lire  with  cannon  on  the  centre.  A  lai^e 
number  were  killed  and  wounded  in  Rousseau's 
division  by  this  fire,  Rousseau  ordered  Guen- 
ther  and  Loomis  to  reply  to  the  rebel  batteries, 
which  they  did  with  such  effect  as  to  soon  silence 
them.  Stone's  battery  and  Col.  Starkweather's 
brigade,  which  had,  meanwhile,  come  up,  were 
posted  around  the  mouth  of  the  opening  in  rear 
of  the  cedar  forest  But  it  was  soon  known  that 
the  enemy  was  massing  against  Van  Cleve's  di- 
vision, which  had  been  thrown  across  Stone 
River  on  the  extreme  left  Skirmishing  still  con- 
tinued along  the  right  and  centre,  but  heavy 
masses  of  infantry  and  artillery  could  be  seen 
moving  across  the  open  fields  beyond  Stone  River, 
and  concentrating  on  the  left  flank  of  our  extreme 
left   The  enemy  evidently  afraid  that,  if  repulsed, 
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he  would  be  pursued  and  destrojed,  delayed  the 
attack  until  four  o^  clock  in  the  afternoon.  Then 
suddenly  little  gray  dots  could  be  seen  to  emerge 
from  the  ground  held  by  the  enemy  and  to  ad- 
vance in  the  direction  in  which  their  skirmishers 
had  been  deployed.  The  enemy  were  doubling 
their  skirmishers.  The  line  of  skirmishers  thus 
.  doubled  advanced  in  quick  time  but  without  fir- 
ing a  shot  Suddenly  up  rose  behind  them  the 
whole  rebel  line  with  vast  masses  in  columns 
doubled  on  the  centre  in  rear  of  the  wings.  A 
fence  ran  across  the  field  in  front  of  our  position. 
The  rebel  line  reached  it,  coolly  laid  it  down  to 
the  ground  throughout  its  whole  extent,  and  then 
marched  on.  Our  skirmishers  fired  at  them,  but 
they  paid  no  heed  to  them.  Their  skirmishers 
pressed  on  without  firing  a  gun  until  they  were 
almost  upon  our  line,  then  opened  a  galling  and 
murderous  fire  to  stagger  our  line,  so  that  the 
rebel  avalanche  might  the  more  utterly  over- 
whelm it,  then  at  a  command  from  their  officers 
rallied  on  the  rebel  line  and  became  a  part  of  it 
Our  front  line  was  overwhelmed  and  swept  away. 
The  second,  fighting  bravely  as  the  first  had  done, 
was  dashed  to  pieces  in  like  manner.  Large 
masses  of  our  troops  detached  from  the  right 
wing  were  hurried  across  the  river.  Batteries 
posted  on  the  right  ploughed  down  the  rebel 
ranks  as  they  pressed  up  to  the  ford.  Still  they 
rushed  up  to  the  very  edge  of  the  stream  and 
shot  down  our  men  in  the  water.  But  their  doom 
was  sealed  and  their  destruction  certain.  A  force 
attacked  them  in  their  right  flank  as  they  pressed 
up  to  the  stream,  our  fi*esh  troops  crossed  over  and 
charged  them  in  front,  while  our  batteries  on  their 
left  enfiladed  their  whole  line  and  swept  whole 
ranks  at  every  discharge.  Driven  from  the  bank 
in  disorder,  they  fled  across  the  field  in  the  wild« 
est  confusion,  our  batteries  mowing  them  down 
and  our  infantry  pursuing*  them  a  mile  and  a 
halC  The  enemy  had  calculated  well.  It  was 
now  too  dark  to  continue  the  pursuit,  and  the 
rebels  had  time  to  recover  from  tiieir  panic.  At 
the  time  that  the  enemy  were  being  hardest 
pressed  on  the  left,  they  began  a  furious  assault 
on  our  right  centre  to  create  a  diversion  in  favor 
of  their  shattered  right,  but  they  were  soon  re- 
pulsed, and  accomplished  nothing. 

Saturday  the  third,  passed  much  as  Thursday 
the  first  had  done,  except  that  the  rebel  fire  was 
visibly  feebler  and  less  in  both  volume  and  ex- 
tent The  day  was  spent  principally  in  rationing 
our  suffering  &oops.  After  this  had  been  done, 
Gen.  RoussQ^u  obtained  leave  fix>m  Gen.  Thomas 
and  Gen.  Rosecrans  to  drive  the  rebels  from  the 
woods  in  our  front  on  the  left  of  the  road.  Just 
before  dark,  Loomis  and  Guenther  were  ordered 
to  open  on  the  woods  with  shells.  Two  regi- 
ments of  CoL  Beatty^s  brigade  were  advanced  to 
the  extreme  front  to  charge  into  the  woods  at 
double-quick  *time  at  the  proper  moment  The 
rest  of  the  division  was  held  in  readiness  to  sup- 
port them  as  circumstances  might  require.  Guen- 
ther and  LoOmis  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  the 
woods.  Nothing  in  this  whole  bloody  drama  was 
more  sublime  than  this  terrific  fire  just  as  the 


cloudy  night  was  closing  in.  Their  guns  seemed 
to  vomit  flame  and  death  upon  the  rebels  in  a 
continuous  stream.  At  a  signal,  the  cannonad- 
ing ceased,  skirmishers  were  deployed  at  double- 
quick,  and  both  skirmishers  and  the  line  dashed 
forward  at  double-quick  into  the  woods.  The 
enemy  were  taken  by  surprise,  and  one  regiment 
captured  or  destroyed  entirely.  Our  men  carried 
the  first  line  of  the  rebel  works.  Sixty  jards 
beyond  was  a  second  line.  From  behind  th^e 
the  enemy  poured  a  fearful  stream  of  fire  into 
our  troops  through  the  darkness,  but  could  not 
dislodge  them.  The  firing  gradually  subsided  as 
the  night  deepened,  and  we  awaited  the  dawn  of 
Monday  morning  to  drive  the  rebels  from  their 
second  line ;  for  Gen.  Rosecrans  felt  tOo  sacred  a 
r^ard  for  the  Sabbath  to  attack  on  that  day. 
But  when  Monday  came,  the  rebels  were  gone, 
and  we  were  undisputed  possessors  of  the  bloody 
field. 

Such  was  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  a  name  at 
which  a  thousand  hearts  will  ache  and  floods  of 
sorrow  flow,  but  which  to  others  is  the  thrilling 
sound,  the  prophet*s  word,  which  delivers  their 
own  names  to  fame  and  history  forever.    The 
name  of  Rosecrans,  already  famous,  has  now  be- 
come immortal    Even  when  worsted,  he  clung 
to  the  ground  and  his  purpose  with  a  tenacity 
which  wrung  victory  fix)m  the  hands  of  unwilling 
fate.     Of  all  our  commanding  generals,  he  is  the 
only  one  that  knows  how  to  fight  a  battle.    Gen. 
Thomas  too  deserves  a  large  meed  of  praise.    In 
every  quality'  that  constitutes  the  perfect  soldier 
and  then  adorns  him,  he  is  without  a  superior. 
Of  the  heroism  and  ojipacity  displayed  by  Rous- 
seau, language  is  powerless  to  convey  an  ade- 
quate idea.     Not  Ney  himself,  the  bravest  of  the 
brave,  ever  bore  himself  more  nobly.     Important 
as  was  the  service  he  rendered  at  Chaplin  Hills, 
I  think  it  trifling  by  the  side  of  what  he  has  done 
here.    With  a  single  eagle  glance  he  detected  the 
key  to  the  position,  and  then  with  the  contagion 
of  his  heroism  inspired  his  men  to  hold  it     As 
he  rode  along  the  line,  after  getting  it  posted,  and 
just  as  the  tempest  of  death  burst  upon  us,  re> 
peating  to  his  men  the  words,  ^^  I  am  going  to 
stay  here,  right  here  —  will  you  stay  with  mc 
through  death  or  life  ?'*  and  was  answered  with  a 
cheer,  I  thought  I  had  seen  the  culminating  point 
of  the  mi^animous  sublime.     The  most  stolid 
face  in  all  tiiat  line  was  lighted  up  with  a  radiant 
enthusiasm  caught  from  their  neroic  General 
His  manner  of  posting  the  centre  entitled  him  to 
a  place  among  tlie  best  military  minds  of  the  agf ; 
his  manner  of  maintaining  the  position  placed 
him  forever  by  the  side  of  Ney,  Boxzaris,  anil 
Leonidas.    Lieut -Col  Berry,  of  the  Louisville 
Legion,  acquitted  himself  nobly,  as  all  who  know 
him  always  knew  he  would.    Major  King,  of  the 
Fifteenth  infantry,  won  the  admiration  of  all  who 
saw  the  grand  and  perilous  movement,  by  hts 
manner  of  handling  his  battalion  in  the  terrible 
fight  in  the  cedars.    He  fell  severely  wounded 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Government  will  &flcf 
a  whil6,  open  its  eyes  to  his  rare  qoaUficatioas 
for  a  h^h  commander.    A  soldier  of  twenty-five 
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jtMis  experience,  and  with  no  superior  as  an  ad- 
ministntire  officer,  it  is  an  outrage —  nay,  it  is  a 
pitilul  meanness— to  send  him  into  battle  with  a 
little  battalion,  simply  because  he  has  too  much 
Doble  pride  to  seek  promotion  by  the  means  that 
aioQe  succeed  nowadays.  I  would  speak  of 
others,  but  my  letter  is  already  too  long.  Per- 
haps I  may  write  again.  Wapello. 

QNCIKNAn   ^COMMERCIAL"   ACCOUNT. 

HxTTUt-JaoJi  or  Srosni  Ritkr,  Txw.,  ) 
SatunUy,  Jan.  8, 1868.     f 

A  week  of  horrors,  a  week  of  carnage,  a  week 
of  trauendous  conflict — and  battle  still  raging  I 
At  this  moment  there  is  angry  rattle  of  musketry 
uhI  deep,  sullen  roar  of  cannon,  echoing  in  the 
forest  within  Minie  range  of  our  marquee.  My 
(nxi,  when  will  it  end  I  A  thousand  gallant  dead 
slamberin  their  bloody  graves;  four  thousand 
Toandedand  mangled  patriots  are  moaning  on 
this  ssDguinaiy  field.  Qod  knows  how  many 
rebel  lires  have  spent  during  this  fearful  week,  or 
htm  iDADy  desperate  traitors  suffer  the  agony  of 
<^ieadful  wounds. 

In  the  nge  of  conflict  the  human  heart  ex- 
presses little  sympathy  with  human  suffering. 
Yooi  best  friend  is  lifted  from  the  saddle  by  the 
tiial  sbift,  and  plunges  wildly  to  the  earth  —  a 
fxr^.  One  convulsiTe  leap  of  your  heart,  you 
dtah  onward  in  the  stormy  field,  and  the  dead  is 
^^rgotten  until  the  furious  fiienzy  of  battle  is  spent 
"Never  mind,"  said  our  great-hearted  General, 
when  the  death  of  the  noble  SiU  was  announced ; 
"*  brave  men  must  die  in  battle  I  We  must  Seek 
r^ts.'  When  Gares  he's  headless  trunk  fell  at 
^  feet,  a  shock  thrilled  him,  and  he  dashed  again 
into  the  fray.  He  was  told  that  McGook  was 
kflled.  ^'We  cannot  help  it;  men  who  fight 
oast  be  killed.  Never  mind ;  let  us  fight  &Lb 
UtUe." 

On  Friday,  December  twenty-sixth,  the  army 
tdvaiiced  in  three'  columns,  Major-General  Mc- 
Cook  s  corps  down  the  Nolinsyiile  pike,  driving 
^tfdee  before  him  a  mile  and  a  half  beyond  No- 
^i&^ie.  ]lajor-General*Thomas*s  corps,  fix>mits 
eocatnpment  on  the  Franklin  pike>i^  the  Wilson 
P>^;  Crittenden  on  the  Murfireesboro  pike.  The 
right  and  left  met  with  considerable  resistance  in 
a  rotiingand  hilly  country,  with  rocky  blufife  and 
<^£t^  c«dar  tluckets,  affording  cover  for  the  ene- 
nj's  skirmishers.  Crittenden  moved  to  a  point 
vithin  a  mile  and  a  half  of  La  Vergne/  skirmish- 
iog  with  the  ei^my  sharply.  Gen.  Thomas  met 
^th  but  little  oppoeitioa. 

On  the  twen^-seventh  McCook  drove  Hardee 
from  a  point  l^yond  Nolinsville,  and  pushed  a 
nor>Qfioitring  division  six  miles  toward  Shelby* 
^^  discovoring  that  Hardee  had  retreated  to 
Korfreesboro.  This  indicated  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  to  make  a  stand ;  otherwise, 
Hardee  would  fayave  fidlen  back  upon  Shelbyville. 
Cr«peral  Crittenden  fought  all  the  way  to  Stew- 
ttt'g  Creek,  witii  small  loss,  and  rested  on  its 
^anks,  rebd  pickets  appearing  on  the  opposite 
^^  Qenml  BoooCTans's  headquarters  were 
^^  at  a  point  twelve  miles  from  Nashville.     It 
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seemed  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  stand  on 
Ste^art^s  Greek,  that  being  a  good  line  of  defence. 
That  night  General  Thomas,  with  the  divisions  of 
Rousseau  and  Negley,  occupied  Nolinsville. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  iGreneral  McCook  com- 
pleted his  reconnoissance  of  Hardee^s  movements, 
and  General  Crittenden  awaited  results,  while 
General  Thomas  moved  his  corps  across  to  Stew- 
art's Creek,  executing  a  fatiguing  march  with 
great  energy,  Generid  Rosecrans  deeming  his 
junction  with  the  left  of  great  importance  at  that 
time. 

On  the  twenty-ninth,  General  McCook  moved 
to  Wilkinson's  cross-roads,  within  seven  miles  of 
Murfreesboro,  at  the  end  of  a  short  road  through 
a  rough,  rolling  country,  skirted  by  bluffs' and 
dense  cedar  thickets.  General  Crittenden  moved 
forward  with  some  resistance  to  a  point  within 
three  miles  of  Murfreesboro,  and  foimd  the  enemy 
in  force.  General  Negley  was  moved  forward  to 
the  centre,  Rousseau's  division  in  reserve  on  the 
right  of  Crittenden's  corps.  General  Rosecrans's 
headquarters  advanced  to  the  east  side  of  Stew- 
art's Creek,  and  after  a  hasty  supper  he  proceed- 
ed to  the  fiaont  and  remained  on  the  field  all  night. 
He  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Ga* 
resche,  his  Chief  of  Staff;  Colonel  Bamett,  Chief 
of  Artillery,  Major  Goddard,  A.A.G. ;  M%jor  Skin* 
ner.  Lieutenant  Byron  Kirby,  Lieutenant  Bond, 
and  Father  Tracy,  who  remained  faithfully  with 
him,  and  at  no  time,  from  the  beginning  of  the 
action,  deserted  him. 

On  the  thirtieth.  General  McCook  advanced  on 
the  Wilkinson  pike,  through  heavy  thickets,  stub* 
bomly  resisted  by  the  enemy.  General  Sheridan's 
division  being  in  advance,  General  Sill's  brigade 
constituting  his  right  The  enemy  developed 
such  strength  that  Gen.  McCook  directed  Sheri- 
dan to  form  in  line  of  battle,  and  the  division  of 
Gen.  Jeff.  C.  Davis  was  thrown  out  upon  his  right 
It  was  now  discovered  that  Hardee's  corps  was  in 
firont,  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, bis  front  crossing  our  right  obliquely,  m  posi- 
tion, if  extended,  to  flank  us.  Our  left  stood  fast, 
in  line  corresponding  with  the  course  of  Stone 
River,  mainly  upon  undulating  fields.  The  cen- 
tre under  Negley,  slightly  advanced  into  a  cedar 
thicket,  and  was  engaged,  with  great  difficulty, 
in  reconnoitring,  under  sharp  resistance,  and  m 
cutting  roads  through  the  idmost  impenetrable 
forest,  to  open  communication  with  the  right 
The  contest  had  brought  forward  McCook's  right 
division,  facing  strongly  south-east,  with  the  re- 
serve division  between  the  centre  and  right,  and 
sufficiently  £ur  in  the  rear  to  support,  and  if  ne- 
cessary, to  extend  it  —  the  consequences  which 
were  developed  next  day.  Two  brigades  of  John* 
son's  division — Kirk's  andWillich's — were  ulti- 
mately thrown  out  on  the  extreme  right,  facing 
south,  and  somewhat  in  reserve,  to  make  every 
thing  secure. 

We  were  as  confident  that  day  that  there  would 
be  battle  on  the  next,  as  we  were  conscious  of 
existence.  A  good  many  men  indeed  had  al- 
ready fallen.  Rebels  in  considerable  numbers 
were  already  visible  across  the  plains,  on  the 
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opposite  side  of  the  river.  We  watched  them 
through  our  glasses  with  excited  interest  Re- 
ports of  menacing  movements  came  in  constantly. 
At  last  heavy  guns  were  heard  on  the  left,  away 
in  the  distance,  and  two  hours  later  the  General 
was  annoyed  by  official  report  that  rebel  cavalry 
had  captured  some  of  our  wagons  on  the  Jefferson 
pike.  Still  later  the  daring  rascals  captured  an- 
other train  directly  in  our  rear,  on  the  Murfrees- 
boro  pike.  A  strong  cavalry  force  was  despatch- 
ed afler  them,  but  gallant  Colonel  Burke,  posted 
at  Stonard  Creek  with  his  Thirteenth  Ohio,  had 
already  sent  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  his  men  to 
intercept  the  marauders,  and  he  recaptured  most 
of  the  property. 

Night  was  approaching  without  battle,  when 
Captain  Fisher,  of  General  McCook^s  staff,  dashed 
up  on  a  foaming  steed,  bearing  information  that 
Kirby  Smith,  supported  by  Breckinridge,  had 
concentrated  on  our  left.  **  Tell  Gen.  McCook,*' 
said  General  Rosecrans,  **  that  if  he  is  assured 
that  such  is  the  fact,  he  may  drive  Hardee  sharp- 
ly if  he  is  ready.  At  all  events,  tell  him  to  pre- 
pare for  battle  to-morrow  morning.  Tell  him  to 
fight  as  if  the  fate  of  a  great  battle  depended  upon 
him.  'While  he  holds  Hardee,  the  left,  \mder 
Crittenden,  will  swing  around  and  take  Murfrees- 
boro.  Let  Hardee  attack,  if  he  desires.  It  will 
suit  us  exactly." 

Just  now  a  report  came  in  that  the  rebel  cav- 
alry had  captured  a  little  squad  of  thirty  men  at 
La  Vergne,  with  the  telegraph  operator,  besides 
wounding  Mr.  Todd,  the  telegraph  reporter.  The 
rascals  were  at  their  old  tricks,  and  we  had  no 
cavalry  to  spare  to  attend  to  them. 

At  seven  o'clock  I  started  through  the  woods 
to  watch  the  progress  of  the  engagement  A  mile 
from  quarters  I  met  a  stream  of  stragglers  pour- 
ing through  the  thickets,  reporting  disaster  — 
**  General  Sill  is  killed  —  General  Johnson  had 
lost  three  batteries  —  McCook's  line  is  broken — 
the  enemy  is  driving  us — rebel  cavahry  is  in  the 
rear  capturing  our  trains."  Tl^e  stragglers  gen- 
erally were  not  panic-stricken.  Most  of  Uiem 
had  their  arms ;  but  the  n^roes,  servants  and 
teamsters  were  firantic 

The  report  being  made  to  the  General,  he  dis- 
missed it  summarUy,  remarking:  ^*A11  right  — 
wewMl  Tectify.it"  Soon  after,  official  reports 
were  received  confirming  the  tidings  of  disaster. 
The  prospect  was  gloomy  but  the  cheering  de- 
meanor of  the  General  restored  confidence. 

The  roar  of  battle  approached  alarmingly  near 
anA  rapidly.  It  was  now  ascertained  tliat  the  en- 
emy had  massed  -en  our  right  and  attacked  along 
its  entire  line.  Hardee  and  McCook  had  formed 
their  fines  on  opposite  sides  of  a  valley,  which 
narrowed  toward  McCook*^  left 

The  enemy  advanced  upon  him  in  columns  of 
regiments  massed  six  lines  deep  —  sufficient  to 
break  any  ordinary  line ;  but  SiU  gallantly  re- 
ceived the  shock  and  drove  the  foe  clear  back 
to  his  original  position,  where  they  re-formed. 
Schffiffer  and  Roberts  were  equally  successful. 
But  Johnson^s  division,  taken  somewhat  by  sur- 
prise, was  swung  back  like  a  gate,  and  began  to 


crumble  at  the  flanks.  Two  of  his  batteries— Ed* 
garton^s  and  Goodspeed's  —  were  taken  before  a 
gun  was  fired ;  the  horses  had  not  been  harnessed, 
and  some  were  even  then  going  to  water.  This, 
I  understand,  was  not  the  fiiult  of  Johnson,  who^ 
I  am  told,  had  issued  prudent  orders. 

The  enemy's  line,  obliquely  to  ours  originally^ 
had  worked  around  until  it  flanked  us  almost 
tranversely,  giving  them  a  direct,  enfilading  and 
rear  fire.    Johnson's  division  melted  away  like  % 
snowbank  in  spring-time — thus  imperilling  Davis's 
division,  which  was  also  obliged  to  break.    Sher- 
idan immediately  changed  front  to  the  rear,  and 
his  left,  adjoining  Negley,  was  forced  nnto  an  an- 
gle, which  gave  the  enemy  the  decisive  advantage 
of  a  cross-fire.     Sill  rallied  his  men  again  most 
gallantly,  and  while  leading  them  in  a  charge  «as 
&tally  struck,  and  died  at  the  head  of  his  line,  a 
musket-ball  entering  his  upper  lip  and  ranging 
upward  through  his  brain.     General  Willich.  at 
about  the  same  time,  was  captured.    Brigadier* 
General  Kirk  was  seriously  wounded,  and  the 
gallant  Colonel  Roberts,  of  the  Forty-second  IIU- 
nois,  while  repulsing  a  fierce  attack  at  the  aogk 
was  killed  at  the  head  of  his  brigade.    Sheridan 
had  thus  lost  two  brigade  commanders  and  HoU- 
ling^s  battery.     His  almost  orphaned  division  was 
left  to  protect  Negley's  left,  in  the  centre,  Ix^th 
Davis  and  Johnson  being  sent  off  horn  him.    But 
Sheridan,  by  his  own  noble  exertions,  held  his 
division  firmly,  and  the  Eighth  division,  under 
Negley,  by  desperate  valor,  checked  the  powerful 
masses  of  the  enemy  until  succor  could  be  thrown 
in  from  the  left  and  the  reserves.     Sheridan  ha?- 
ing  repulsed  the  enemy  four  times,  and  changed 
his  front  completely  in  face  of  the  enemy,  retired 
toward  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  bringing  back  hi> 
gallant  command  in  perfect  order.      There  has 
been  no  time  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
disaster  on  the  right^  but  obviously  there  was 
something  wrong. 

Meantime,  while  this  losing  battle  was  going 
on,  the  General  Commanding  had  galloped  into 
the  field,  followed  by  his  staff  and  escort  Hv 
had  sent  a  reply  to  McCook's  application  for  aid . 
''  Tell  General  McCook  I  will  help  him.''  In  an 
instant  he  galloped  to  the  left  and  sent  forward 
Beatty's  brigade.  Moving  down  to  the  extivnie 
left,  he  was  discovered  by  the  enemy,  and  a  full 
battery  opened  upon  him.  Solid  shot  and  shell 
stormed  <d>out  us  furiously.  The  General  himself 
was  unmoted  by  it,  but  his  staff  generally  were 
more  sensitive.  The  inclination  to  dodge  wa^  ir- 
resistible. Directly  one  poor  fellow  of  Uie  escort 
was  dismounted,  and  his  horse  galloped  franti- 
OEdly  over  the  fields.  The  General  directed  Col 
Bamett,  his  chief  of  artillery,  to  post  a  batterr 
to  shell  the  enemy,  waiting  to  see  it  done.  The 
Colonel  galloped  forward  coolly  under  fire,  and 
soon  had  Cox's  Tenth  Indiana  battery  lumbering 
away  toward  a  commanding  point  The  officer 
in  command  wheeled  into  position  at  a  point  ap- 
parently unfavorable  for  sharp  woric  The  Gen- 
eral shouted :  **  On  the  crest ;  on  the  crest  of  the 
hilL"  On  the  crest  it  went^  and  in  five  minutes 
the  rebels  closed  their  music    Beatty's  brigade 
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frnn)  left  to  right,  as  coolly  as  if  on  parade.     In 
quiring  who  held  the  extreme  left,  the  General 
was  answered,  Colonel  Wagner's  brigade.     "Tell 
Wagner  to  hold  his  position  at  i3l  hazards." 
Soon  alter  Colonel  Wagner  replied,  laconically : 
"*  SaT  to  the  General  I  will."    Down  at  the  toll- 
gate,  OD  the  pike,  we   got  another  "blizzard,*' 
TJth  an  interlude  of  Minies,  which  whistled  about 
with  an  admonitory  slit     The  shifting  scene  of 
the  battle  now  carried  the  General  back  to  the 
coritre  of  the  field.    The  enemy  were  streaming 
through  the  woods  a  few  hundred  yards  in  front 
The  fore^  was  populous  with  them.     Our  bat- 
teries were  daishing  across  the  plain  with  fright- 
fa]  rehemence,  wheeling  into  position  and  firing 
with  terrific  rapidity.     The  rebel  artillery  played 
iif-tin  OS  remorselessly,  tearing  men  and  horses 
to  pieces.    The  sharp-shooters  were  still  more 
rinoQs.    A  flight  of  bullets  passed  through  the 
^ta£    I  heard  an  insinuating  thud  f  and  saw  a 
f'oor  orderly  within  sabre  distance  topple  from 
hi<  saddle  and  tumble  headlong  to  mother  earth. 
(hie  conTulsive  shudder,  and  he  was  no  more. 
Els  bridle-hand  clut^^hed  the  reins  in  death.     A 
c  irDrade  loosened  his  grasp,  and  his  faithful  gray 
st<^  quietly  beside  the  corps.     Another  bullet 
7ent  through  the  jaw  of  Lieut  Benton's  beauti- 
ful chestnut     Smarting  with  pain,  he  struck  vio- 
lently with  his  hoofs  at  the  invisible  tormentor. 
Benton  dismounted  and  awaited  the  anticipated 
'ituitropbe — but  he  rode  his  horse  again,  all 
through  that  fiery  day.     One  or  two  other  horses 
^^^  hit,  and  the  cavalcade  rushed  fW>m  that'Iine 
^:e  by  another,  just  in  time  to  be  splashed  with 
QU(]  from  the  spat  of  a  six-pound  shot     It  seem- 
e*!  that  there  was  not  a  square  yard  on  the  field 
frto  from  fire.     The  rattle  of  musketry  and  roar 
•  f  artillery  was  deafening.     Still  the  General 
<  ^y^ed  through  it  as  if  it  had  been  harmless 
nin.    It  was  wonderful  that  he  escaped — for- 
t::iate  that  his  uniform  was  covered  by  an  over- 
f '>jt    Galloping  down  again  to  the  extreme  firont, 
]in  officer  in  range  with  the  General  was  sudden- 
'V  'Unmounted     A  round-shot  struck  his  horse 
^]uarely  on  the  thigb,knocking  him  a  rod,  and  turn- 
|'!ing  the  rider  all  in  a  heap  over  the  soil.     Push- 
in?  out  to  the  cedar  forest,  where  Negley's  gal- 
lant division  was  struggling  against  great  odds, 
t^i^ty  Sheridan  was  met,  bringing  out  his  tried 
(ii^iMon  in  superb  order.     Negley  was  still  fight- 
i'U  desperately,  against  odds.     Johnson,  too,  ap- 
p-arei  soon  luter,  but  his  command  was  tempo* 
r-rilv  shattered. 

During  all  this  period  Negley's  two  gallant 
^ri^ea,  under  valiant  old  Stanley,  (of  the  Eigh- 
-etoth  Ohio,)  and  brave  John  F.  Miller,  were  hold- 
up; their  Une  agiunst  fearful  odds.  When  the 
ri^ht  broke,  Negley  had  pushed  in  clean  ahead 
of  the  left  of  the  right  wing,  and  was  driving  che 
er.emy.  The  Seventy-eighth  Pennsylvania,  Thir- 
tY->evcnth  Indiana,  Twenty-first,  Seventy-fourth, 
%htcenth,  and  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  the  fiimous 
Nineteen th  Illinois,  and  Eleventh  Michigan,  with 
Knell^s,  Marnhairs,  Shultz's,  and  Bush's  batter- 
ies, sustained  one  of  the  fiercest  assaults  of  the 


Wis  now  donblc^uicking  under  fire  obliquely  day,  and  the  enemy  was  dreadfully  punished 
£ —  i.jw  *-  -r_L-. 11 if j^      T_    g^jjj  ^jjgy  ^yujjQ  QQ  ijj^Q  famished  wolves,  in  col- 
umns, by  divisions,  sweeping  over  skirmishers, 
disregarding  them  utterly.     The  Nineteenth  Illi- 
nois, under  gallant  young  Scott,  and  the  Eleventh 
Michigan,  led  by  brave  Stoughton,  chaiged  in  ad- 
vance, and  drove  back  a  division.     The  enemy, 
hr  outnumbering  the  splendid  Eighth,  swarmed 
in  fit>nt^  on  both  fianks,  and  finally  burst  upon  its 
rear,  reaching  a  point  within  fifty  yards  of  Neg- 
ley*s  quarters  before  they  were  discovered,  Neg- 
ley being  unaware  of  the  extent  of  the  disaster  on 
the  right   Rousseau's  division  had  been  sent  into 
the  woods  to  support  the  Eighth,  but  was  with- 
drawn before  the  Eighth  got  out     Negley  had 
found  his  brigades  in  echelon^  and  seeing  the 
critical  nature  of  his  position,  he  was  obliged  to 
order  a  retrograde  movement     But  even  after 
that  the  Nineteenth  Illinois  and  Eleventh  Michi- 
gan made  another  dash  to  the  fit>nt^  driving  the 
enemy  again,  then  wheeling  abruptly,   pushed 
steadily  out  of  the  cedars. 

Rousseau,  one  of  the  most  magnificent  men  on 
the  field,  with  the  port  of  Ajax  and  the  fire  of 
Achilles — no  wonder  his  gallant  lads  adore  him 
— did  not  fancy  this  retrograde  movement.  The 
r^lars,  Twenty-fifth,  Sixteenth,  Eighteenth,  and 
Nineteenth,  under  Col.  Shepherd,  on  his  right, 
liked  it  no  better.  Youthful  Beatty,  Third  Ohio, 
commanding  the  Seventeenth  brigade,  and  Scrib- 
ner  with  the  Ninth,  were  also  in  ill-humor  about 
it,  but  there  was  no  help  for  it  After  debouch- 
ing finom  the  cedars,  Loomis  and  Guenther  could 
find  no  good  position  at  hand  for  their  batteries, 
and  the  whole  line  fell  back  under  severe  fight- 
ing, the  left  lying  fiat  upon  the  ground,  the  right 
covered  by  a  crest  The  two  batteries  now 
swiftly  wheeled  into  fiivorable  positions  and  pour- 
ed double-shotted  canister  into  the  enemy.  The 
Twenty-third  Arkansas  was  literally  swept  away 
by  their  devouring  fire.  Loomis  and  Guenther 
were  wild  with  delight  at  their  success.  The 
bafifled  enemy  came  no  furthet.  The  field  was 
red  with  the  blood  of  their  slain.  Rousseau  had 
sent  wotd  that  he  had  fallen  back  to  the  position 
he  then  occupied.     ^'Tell  the  GenenU,"  said  he. 


*^  ril  stay  rieht  here,  right  here ;  I  won't  budge 
an  inch."    He  did  sUy  ''  right "  there. 

The  enemy,  had  compell^  us  to  change  front 
completely.  Gen.  Rosecrans  himself  executed  it 
at  awful  personal  hazard.  There  was  not  a  point 
in  the  very  front  of  battle,  which  he  did  not  visit 
Taking  advantage  of  a  commanding  crest,  on  the 
left  of  the  pike,  he  posted  the  battmes,  and  some 
twenty  or  thirty  guns  opened  with  prodigious 
volume.  Solid  shot  and  shell  crashed  through 
the  populous  forest  in  a  tumult  of  destructive 
fury.  The  cloud  of  smoke  for  some  minutes  com- 
pletely enveloped  the  gunners,  and  obscured  them 
from  view.  Now,  then,  wechaiige.  Down  through 
the  field  and  across  the  road,  Uie  General  in  the 
lead  Bitterly  whistled  the  leaden  haiL  A  sol< 
dier  falls  dead  under  the  very  hoofs  of  the  Com- 
mander's horse.  **  Advance  the  line  —  charge 
them,''  and  our  gallant  lads,  fired  with  the  wild 
enthusiasm  of  the  moment,  madly  push  up  the 
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hill.  The  forests  are  splintered  with  the  furious 
volumes  of  fire.  On  they  go.  Yon  line  of  gray 
and  steel  halts,  staggers,  reels.  **  There  they 
go,''  shouts  the  gallant  leader.  ^*Now  drive 
them  home !"  Great  Qod,  what  tumult  in  the 
brain.  Sense  reels  with  the  intoxicating  firenzy. 
There  was  a  line  of  dead  blue  coats  where  the 
charge  was  so  gallantly  made ;  but  the  corpses 
of  the  foe  were  scattered  thickly  through  those 
woods.  Beatty's  brigade — Old  Rich  Mountain 
Bcatty — made  that  glorious  charge.  It  was  the 
first  encouraging  event  of  that  gloomy  mom. 

Sweeping  rapidly  from  that  point  to  our  left, 
the  whole  Une  was  put  in  motion,  and  the  batter- 
ies  advanced.  A  few  hundred  yards  on  left  of 
Beatty's  line  the  enemy  were  still  advancing, 
boldly  driving  a  small  brigade  down  a  little  val- 
ley before  them.  As  the  head  of  the  retareating 
column  debouched  firom  a  thicket,  it  was  inter- 
rupted by  the  General,  and  re-formed  by  mem- 
bers of  his  stafC  Stokes's'  battery  advanced 
rapidly  across  the  road,  supported  by  Gapt  St 
Clair  Morton's  battalions  of  pioneers—- men  se- 
lected from  all  r^ments  for  their  vigor  and  me- 
chanical skill.  The  fire  was  desperately  hot,  but 
the  General  saw  only  a  broken  line  which  he  de- 
termined to  rally.  The  battery  was  planted  on 
a  little  knoll,  with  its  flanks  protected  by  thick- 
ets, and  Morton  deployed  his  pioneers  on  either 
side.  The  batteiy  opened  briskly,  and  Morton 
led  his  battalion  beautifully  to  the  fix>nt  The 
enemy,  suddenly  checked  by  the  murderous  fire, 
staggered  and  fell  back  swiftly,  sheltering  them- 
selves in  friendly  forests.  And  so,  along  the 
whole  line,  the  enemy  was  pressed  backward. 
The  day  was  saved.  No  man  disputes  that  the 
personid  exertions  of  General  Rosecrans  retrieved 
the  fortunes  of  the  morning. 

At  about  two  o'clock  the  enemy  were  discov- 
ered right  and  left  of  the  Murfreesboro  pike,  ad- 
vancing in  heavy  masses  to  attack  our  left  wing. 
Such  a  field  of  battle  is  rarely  witnessed.  It  was 
a  scene  of  appalling  grandeur.  Every  feature 
was  keenly  cut  i^d  clearly  defined.  The  day 
was  one  of  surpflsing  beauty.  The  blazing  sun 
shone  kindly  through  the  canopy  of  smoke  which 
expanded  over  the  dreadful  combat.  The  pomp 
of  battalions  in  martial  panoply,  loomed  up  grand- 
ly in  their  staunch  array.  At  regular  intervals 
there  were  bold  figures  of  solitary  horsemen 
standing  out  in  sharp  relief^  fiiithful  guardians  of 
our  brave  soldiers  and  shining  targets  for  the  in- 
fernal marksmen  of  the  foe.  Gallant  officers,  de- 
fiantly inviting  the  murderous  skill  of  sharp- 
shboters  ambushed  behind  every  covert  on  the 
plains.  Oh  I  vain,  sad  sacrifice  1  It  thrills  the 
soul  with  anguish  to  scan  the  bloody  record  of 
that  gory  day.  Behind  them,  crowning  com- 
manding crests,  our  own  fine  batteries  distributed 
over  the  field  in  unstudied  picturesqueness,  were 
clothed  in  thunder  and  robed  in  sheets  of  smoke 
and  flame.  Horses,  frantic  ^with  anguish  of 
wounds,  and  wild  with  the  furious  tumult,  were 
bounding  in  their  leashes  with  desperate  energy, 
seeking  to  fly  the  fidd.  Dozens  of  them  were 
torn  to  shreds.    A  single  shell  crashed  through 


three  noble  beasts,  and  piled  them,  in  dreadful 
confusion,  under  a  shattered  limber.  A  solid 
shot  crashed  against  a  gun-<sarriage  and  glanced 
off  the  head  of  another  horse.  One  batt^  lobt 
twenty-eight  horses,  another  thirty-two.  Hun- 
dreds of  their  carcasses  are  strewn  upon  the  field. 
Gen.  McCook's  horse  was  killed  under  him ;  Ma- 
jor Caleb  Bates  lost  his  also.  N^ey's  staff  lost 
three  or  £>ur.  Every  staff  suffered  in  some  de- 
gree. 

The  hostile  array  on  the  other  side  imparted 
an  awful  sublimity  to  the  spectacle.  Great  mass- 
es of  rebel  troops  moved  steadily  over  the  field, 
careless  of  our  battery  play,  which  tore-upon  their 
ranks  and  scattered  them  bleeding  upon  the  sol 
But  they  marched  up  through  the  destrojioi; 
storm  dauntlessly.  Their  batteries  wheeled  into 
position  splendidly,  and  were  worked  with  telling 
effect.  There  was  a  point,  however,  beyond 
which  even  their  desperadoes  could  not  be  urged. 
Battle  raged  two  hours  with  horrid  slaughter, 
and  neither  side  receded  until  nearly  five  o'clock, 
when  the  nearly  exhausted  armies  suspended 
operations  for  the  night,  excepting  the  play  of  a 
few  batteries. 

It  was  a  most  desperate  contest  and  undecided. 
The  advantage  was  with  the  enemy.  He  had 
driven  our  right  almost  upon  our  left,  compelling 
us  to  change  front  under  fire,  and  he  occupied 
that  part  of  the  field.  He  also  held  territory  oc- 
cupied that  morning  by  our  pickets  on  the  left, 
but  we  had  receded  firom  that  ground  to  drav 
him  out  No  battle  was  ever  more  fiercely 
fought  Desperate  valor  had  been  displayed  on 
either  side.  Victory  had  been  promised  to  the 
foe,  but  the  tenacity  of  our  General,  the  skill 
with  which  he  turned  the  tide  of  battle,  his  cheer- 
fulness in  the  midst  of  adversity ;  the  steadine^ 
of  Gens.  Thomas's  and  Crittenden's  corps,  the 
dauntless  courage  of  Rousseau's  and  Negley  s 
glorious  divisions  gave  promise  of  triumph  in  the 
end. '  But  the  situation  was  extremely  critical 
The  enemy  still  evinced  determination  to  torn 
our  right  and  cut  us  off  from  Nashville. 

The  carnage  of  that  day  was  terrible.  It  was 
underrated  that  night  Our  killed  and  woundt-d 
on  the  first  day  reached  three  thousv^d.  The  ene- 
my confessed  a  loss  of  five  thousand.  But  they 
captured  about  twenty-five  pieces  of  artillery 
Grom  us  and  a  large  number  of  prisoners.  Ke 
captured,  probably,  four  hundred  prisoners,  and 
no  guns.  The  Murfreesboro  Jiebel  Banner  of 
yesterday  estimates  our  casualties  at  twenty 
thousand  I  and  dalms  that  they  captured  throe 
thousand  five  hundred,  prisoners  up  to  Saturday 
morning. 

At  &wn  Thursday  morning  we  renewed  the 
battle,  but  the  enemy  were  not  disposed  to  ac- 
cept the  challenge,  and  they  were  posted  in  such 
a  manner  that  a  general  attack  was  not  deemed 
prudent  An  hour  or  two  later,  they  moved  out 
of  position  and  assaulted  us  furiously  on  the  leA 
of  the  centre,  and  right  of  the  left  ^Hng.  After 
a  severe  engagement  they  were  handsomely  re- 
pulsed. Tluht  evening  Van  Cleve's  division,  then 
under  the  command  of  CoL  Bcatty,  of  the  ^ine- 
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teenth  Ohio,  was  thrown  across  Stone  Rirer,  on 
our  extreme  left,  without  serious  resistance. 

The  same  day  the  rebel  cavaliy  appeared  at 
Tirious  points  on  the  Muxfreesboro  pike,  and  cut 
up  soine  of  our  trains. .  Colonel  Innes,  with  the 
Kinth  Michigan  engineers,  posted  at  La  Veigne 
to  protect  the  road,  had  just  been  reenforoed  by 
serenl  companies  of  the  Tenth  Ohio,  under  Lieu- 
teoant-Colonel  Burke,  when  Wheeler's  caralry 
brigade  made  a  strong  dash  at  his  position.  Col- 
onel [ones  had  prote^ed  himself  by  a  stockade  of 
brush,  and  fought  securely.  The  enemy  charged 
sereral  times  with  great  fury,  but  were  murder- 
oasly  repulsed.  About  fifty  rebels  were  dis- 
mounted, and  nearly  a  hundred  of  the  horses 
were  klDed.  Wheeler  finally  withdrew,  and  sent 
in  a  flag  of  trace  demanding  surrender.  Colo- 
nel Innes  replied:  ^^  We  don't  surrender  much.'* 
Wheeler  then  asked  permission  to  bury  his  dead, 
which  was  granted.  Travelling  on  the  road,  how- 
ever, was  extremely  dangerous.  Many  of  our 
stragglers  and  wounded  were  captured  and  pa- 
roled, i^mong  the  latter,  CoL  Blake  and  Lieut- 
Colonel  Nefli;  of  the  Fortieth  Indiana. 

Bj  Friday  the  prospect  was  Tery  cheering. 
Excepting  the  reverse  of  Wednesday  morning; 
the  enemy  had  been  driven  in  every  engagement 
The  ball  wa6  opened  early  in  the  morning,  the 
^letnj  taking  the  initiative.  Sharp  demonstra- 
tions were  made  along  the  whole  line,  but  nothing 
dedsire  was  attempted  until  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon,  when  the  rebels  suddenly  burst  upon 
Battery  Six  (late  Van  Cleve's)  in  small  divisions 
on  the  other  side  of  Stone  River,  and  drove  it 
peH-inell  with  considerable  loss  to  this  sida  The 
sn^mj,  as  usual,  had  massed  its  tony  and  ad- 
^wced  in  great  strength.  Negley's  division, 
supported  by  that  of  Davis,  and  St  Clair  Mor- 
ton's pioneer  battalion,  were  immediately  sent 
forward  to  retrieve  the  disaster.  A  sanguinary 
coQfiict  ensued,  perhaps  the  most  bitter  of  the 
vhole  battle.  Davis  also  went  up  in  gallant 
^j.  Both  sides  massed  their  batteries,  and 
plied  them  with  desperate  energy.  The  inikntry 
cf  either  side  displayed  great  valor,  but  Negley's 
^conquerable  Eighth  division  resolved  to  win. 
^e  forj  of  the  conflict  now  threatened  mutual 
^inihilation,  but  Stanley  and  Miller,  with  the 
Nineteenth  Illinois,  Eighteenth,  Twenty-first  and 
Spenty-fijurth  Ohio,  Sevenbj^ghth  Pennsylva- 
nia, Eleventh  Michigan,  and  Thirty-seventh  Indi- 
uia,  charged  simultaneously,  and  drove  the  ene- 
ay  rapidly  bdbre  them,  capturing  a  battery  and 
^Qg  the  flag  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Tennessee, 
the  color-sergeant  being  killed  with  a  bayonet 
The  banner  is  the  trophy  of  the  Seventy-Eighth 
Penasylrania.  The  fire  of  our  batteries  exceeded 
^  vigor  even  the  cannonading-  of  Wednesday. 
At  about  sunset  the  whole  rebel  line  receded, 
learing  about  four  hundred  prisoners  in  our  cus- 
Ujdy. 

<jen.  Rosecrans,  as  usual,  was  in  the  midst  of 
the  fray,  directing  the  movement  of  troops  and 
the  range  of  batteries.  Our  victory  was  clean 
and  destructive.  The  enemy  lost  over  a  thou- 
iand  men,  inducBng,  it  is  said,  Brigadier-General 


Roger  Hanson,  of  Kentucky.  Again  our  brave 
lads  shouted  peans.  The  woods  sounded  with  the 
joyfiil  acclaim.  Officers  of  Negley's  division  gal- 
loped swiftly  across  the  field,  trailing  the  captured 
flajg;  a  thousand  willing  hands  seized  the  cap- 
tured guns  and  dragged  them  into  camp.  But 
this  was  the  glorification.  The  Commander  sought 
the  real  results.  Masses  of  troops  were  ordered 
to  follow  the  sullen  enemy,  and  the  yell  of  pur- 
suers and  clatter  of  musketry  resounded  fiur  into 
night  The  darkness,  however,  caused  suspen- 
sion of  the  pursuit 

Friday  night  it  rained  heavily,  and  Saturday  a 
storm  raged  all  day.  Early  in  the  morning  a  bri- 
rauie  of  rebels  made  a  sudden  dash  upon  the 
Forty-second  Indiana,  and  cut  it  up  seriously. 
After  that,  the  day  was  quiet,  saving  a  persecu- 
tion of  our  pickets  by  sharp-shooters,  who  took 
shelter  in  a  residence  on  the  pike.  Gen.  Roussea  u, 
dissatisfied  with  such  proceedings,  directed  the 
batteries  of  Loomis  and  Guenther  to  batter  down 
the  house,  and  in  fifteen  minutes  nothing  was  left 
of  it  A  number  of  rebels  were  killed,  including 
the  Colonel  of  the  First  Louisiana  regiment  Ac 
dark  Rousseau  determined  to  carry  the  war  a  little 
further  into  Dixie.  A  rebel  breastwork  in  his 
fix)nt,  occupied  by  a  brigade  during  the  day,  had 
covered  troublesome  marksmen.  Col.  Beatty  was 
ordered  to  carry  the  work  with  the  Third  Ohio 
and  Sixty-eighth  Indiana.  The  lads  went  in  gal- 
lantly, and  a  sharp  night  engagement  ensued,  re- 
sulting in  the  complete  rout  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  capture  of  a  number  of  prisoners.  Our  troops 
held  the  work,  and  this  morning  the  enemy  were 
not  at  Murfi^esboro.     They  had  skedaddled. 

The  battle  of  Stone  River  will  ever  be  distin- 
guished as  one  of  the  most  obstinately  contested 
of  the  war.  The  strength  of  the  hostile  armies 
was  about  equal.  There  may  have  been  a  slight 
disparity  of  numbers  in  our  favor,  but  this  is 
doubtful.  We  have  prisoners  representing  about 
eighty  regiments,  from  all  the  rebellious  States. 
But  whatever  disparity — if  any — of  numbers 
there  was  in  our  &vor,  was  more  than  equalized 
by  choice  of  position. 

REBEL  REPORTS  AND  NARRATIYER 

GEN.  BBAOG*S  OFFICIAL  DISPATCHES. 

MnarxnBBOBO,  Dec.  81, 1862. 
General  S.  Cooper : 

We  assailed  the  enemy  at  seven  oVlock  this 
mominz,  and  after  ten  hours'  hard  fighting  have 
driven  him  fi'om  every  position  except  his  ex- 
treme left,  where  he  has  successfully  resisted  us. 
With  the  exception  of  this  point,  we  occupy  the 
whole  field.  We  captured  four  thousand  prison- 
ers, including  two  brigadier-generals,  thirty-one 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  some  two  hundred  wagons 
and  teams.  Our  loss  is  heavy ;  that  of  the  ene- 
my much  greater.  Braxtoii  Brago, 

Oenerml  OomtnAndlai;. 
MtTRnnsBORO,  January  1, 1863. 

General  S,  Cooper : 

The  expedition  under  General  Forrest  has  fully 
accomplished  its  object    The  railroads  are  bro- 
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ken  in  various  places.  A  large  amount  of  stores 
has  been  destroyed,  many  arms  captured,  and  one 
thousand  two  hundred  prisoners  paroled.  Gen. 
Morgan  has  done  his  work,  but  the  full  eflTect  is 
not  known.  The  enemy  in  Tenn6s.see  and  Missis- 
sippi are  without  railroad  and  telegraphic  com- 
munication with  their  rear.      Braxton  Braoo. 

MininsnBOio,  Janmur  1, 1863. 

The  enemy  has  yielded  his  strong  point  and  is 
falling  back.  We  occupy  the  whole  field  and 
shall  follow.  General  Wheeler,  with  his  cavalry, 
made  a  complete  circuit  of  their  army  on  the 
thirtieth  and  thirty- first.  He  captured  and  de- 
stroyed three  hundred  wagons  loaded  with  bag- 
gage and  commissary  stores,  and  paroled  seven 
hundred  prisoners.  He  is  again  behind  them, 
and  has  captured  an  ordnance  train.  To-day  he 
secured  several  thousand  stand  of  small  arms. 
The  body  of  Brigadier-Gen.  Sill  was  left  on  the 
field,  and  three  others  are  reported  to  have  been 
killed.     God  has  granted  us  a  happy  New  Year. 

Braxton  Braoo. 

MuBiMUBOBO,  January  9, 186&. 
The  enemy  retired  last  night  but  a  short  dis 
tance  in  rear  of  his  former  position.  We  had  a  short 
and  sharp  contest  this  evening.     We  drove  his 
left  flank  from  its  position,  but  an  attacking  party 
again  returned,  with  considerable  loss  to  botfe 

sides.  . 

Gens.  Wheeler  and  Wharton  were  again  in  tbeir 
rear  yesterday,  and  captured  two  hundred  prison- 
ers, one  piece  of  artillery,  and  destroyed  two  hun- 
dred loaded  wagons.  Braxton  Bragg. 

TcLLAHOMA,  January  5, 1868. 

Unable  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  in- 
trcnchments,  and  hearing  of  reenforcements  to 
him,  I  withdrew  from  his  front  night  before  last 
He  has  not  followed.  My  cavaky  are  close  on 
his  front  Braxton  Bragg. 

CBi,Tri,H0OOA,  Temh.,  January  5, 1868. 

To  General  8,  Cooper^  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 

General^  G.  S,  A. : 

Sir:  We  have  retired  from  Murfreesboro  m 
perfect  order.  All  the  stores  are  saved.  About 
four  thousand  Federal  prisoners,  five  thousand 
stand  of  small  arms,  and  twenty-four  pieces  of 
cannon,  brass  and  steel,  have  already  been  re- 
ceived here.  B.  S.  Ewell,  A.A.G. 

REBEL  PLAN  OF  THE  BATTLE. 

The  following  instructions  were  issued  by  G^en. 
Bragg  to  his  army  before  the  battle : 

1.  The  "line  of  battle"  will  be  in  frontof  Mur- 
fi-eesboro— half  of  the  army,  left  wing  in  front  of 
Stone  River ;  right  wing  in  rear  of  the  river. 

2.  Polk's  corps  will  form  left-wing;  Hardee's 
corps  right  wing. 

8.  Withcrs's  division  will  form  first  line  on 
Polk's  corps ;  Cheatham's  the  second ;  Breckin- 
ridge's division  forms  first  line  in  Hardee's  corps ; 
Cleburne's  division  the  second  line. 

4.  McCown's  division  to  form  reserve  opposite 


centre,  on  high  ground,  in  rear  of  Cheatham^s 
present  quarters. 

5.  Jackson's  brigade  in  reserve  to  the  right 
flank  to  report  to  Lieut -Gen.  Hardee. 

6.  The  two  lines  to  be  from  eight  hundred  to  one 
thousand  yards  apart,  according  to  the  ground. 

7.  Chiefs  of  artillery  to  pay  special  attention 
to  the  posting  of  batteries,  seeing  that  they  do 
not  carelessly  waste  ammunition. 

8.  Cavalry  to  Mi  back  gradually  before  the  ene- 
my, reporting  by  courier  every  hour.  When  near 
our  line,  Wheeler  will  move  to  the  right  and 
Wharton  to  the  left,  to  cover  and  protect  our 
flanks  and  report  movements  of  enemy.  Pe 
gram  to  fall  in  the  rear  and  report  to  Command- 
ing General  as  a  reserve. 

0.  To-night,  if  the  enemy  has  gained  his  posi- 
tion in  front  ready  for  action,  Wheeler  and  Whtr- 
ton,  with  their  whole  commands,  will  make  a 
night  march  to  the  right  and  left,  turn  the  ene- 
my's flank,  gain  his  rear,  and  vigorously  assail 
his  trains  and  rearguard,  blocking  the  itMul  and 
impeding  his  movements  in  every  way,  holding 
themselves  ready  to  assail  his  retreating  forces. 

10.  All  quartermasters,  commissaries,  and  orl 
nanoe-officers  will  remain  at  their  proper  posi3« 
discharging  their  appropriate  duties.  Supplies 
and  baggage  should  be  ready  packed  for  a  moTe 
forward  or  backward,  as  the  result  of  the  day  may 
require,  and  the  trains  should  be  in  position  out 
of  danger,  teamsters  all  present^  and  qoarter- 
masters  in  charge. 

11,  Should  we  be  compelled  to  retire,  Polk's 
corps  will  move  on  Shelby viUe,  and  Hardee  s  oa 
the  Manchester  pike  —  trains  in  front,  ca?alry  io 
rear.  Braxton  Braoo, 

General  ComAiinrfia^ 

George  G.  Garner. 

A.  A.  General. 

GENERAL  BBAGG*S  OFFICIAL  REPORT.      # 


HBJkDQUAimM  AaMT  or  TnsttVK,  \ 

TULLABOMA,  28d  Feb.  ISeiL        ( 

Sir  :  On  the  twenty -sixth  of  December  last, 
the  enemy  advanced  in  force  from  Nashville  to 
attack  us  at  Murfreesboro.  It  had  been  wtll  as- 
certained that  his  strength  was  over  sixty  thou- 
sand effective  men.  Before  night  on  that  tiar 
the  object  of  the  movement  was  developed  by  our 
dispositions  in  front,  and  orders  were  given  lor 
the  necessary  concentration  of  our  forces  tki^ 
distributed  as  follows : 

Polk*s  corps  and  three  brigades  of  Breckin- 
ridge's division,  Hardee's  corps  at  MurfreestK>ra 
The  balance  of  Hardee's  corps  were  at  Eaele- 
ville,  about  twenty  miles  west  from  MurfreeslK^ro ; 
McCown's  division,  (which  with  Stevenson  s  ci- 
rision,  removed,  constituted  Smith's  corps,)  *i 
Readville,  twelve  miles  east  of  Murfreesbora 

The  three  cavalry  brigades  of  Wheeler,  Whl^ 
ton,  and  P^ram,  occupying  the  enUre  front  of 
our  infantry  and  covering  all  approaches  withio 
ten  miles  of  Nashville.  Buford*s  small  cav&-rv 
brigade  of  about  six  hundred  at  McMinnviUe. 
The  brigades  of  Forrest  and  Wagoner,  about  tite 
thousand  effective  cavalry,  were  absent  on  sptrndl 
service  in  West^Tennessee  and  Northera  Keu- 
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tackj,  as  will  be  more  fullj  noticed  hereafter. 
Jackson^s  small  infantry  brigade  was  in  the  rear 
giurding  the  raifaroad  fit»m  Bridgeport,  Alabama, 
to  the  moantains. 

On  Sunday,  the  twentf-eighth,  our  main  force 
of  InianCryand  artillery  was  concentrated  iii  front 
of  Murfreesboro,  whilst  the  cavalry,  supported 
bv  three  brigades  of  infantry  and  three  batteries 
of  artillery,  impeded  the  advance  of  the  enemy 
by  constant  skirmishing  and  sudden,  unexpected 
attacks.  To  the  skilful  manner  in  which  the 
caralry  thus  ably  supported  were  handled,  and  to 
the  exceeding  gallantry  of  its  officers  and  men, 
must  be  attributed  the  four  days'  time  consumed 
br  the  enemy  in  reaching  the  battle-field,  a  dis- 
tance of  only  twenty  miles  from  his  encampment, 
oter  fine  macadamized  roads. 

Folly  aware  of  the  greatly  superior  numbers 
of  the  enemy,  as  indicated  in  my  early  reports 
from  this  quarter,  it  was  our  policy  to  await  at- 
tack. The  position  was  selected  and  line  devel- 
oped with  this  intention,  owing  to  the  converg- 
ence upon  our  dep6t  of  so  many  fine  roads  by 
Thich  the  enemy  could  approach,  as  will  appear 
froQi  the  inclosed  map  marked  "  I."  We  were 
crjntined  in  our  selection  to  a  line  near  enough 
tb«  point  of  junction  to  enable  us  to  successfully 
cover  them  aU  until  the  real  point  of  attack  should 
1«  dereloped. 

On  Monday,  the  twenty-ninth,  it  was  reported 
t^iat  heavy  columns  moved  on  both  direct  roads 
frr>m  La  Yergne  and  the  one  leading  into  the 
l^^onon  road  by  way  of  Jefferson.  But  the  Jef- 
fr^on  pike  was  abandoned  by  a  counter-march, 
and  the  whde  force  of  the  enemy  were  concen- 
trated on  and  near  the  direct  road  on  the  west  of 
^trine  River.  The  disposition  made  for  the  un- 
^^l  contest  will  appear  from  the  inclosed  map 
tanked  *Uwo,"  and  a  copy  of  memoranda  to 
(General  and  staff-oflBcers  marked  *'  three."  These 
trranjeraents  were  all  completed  before  the  ene- 
iDv  crossed  Stewart's  Creek,  nine  miles  out,  and 
tbe  infantry  brigades  were  at  once  called  in,  and 
the  cavalry  was  ordered  to  fall  back  more  rapidly 
—having  most  gallantly  discharged  its  duty,  and 
fclij  accomplished  the  objects  desired.  Late  on 
llonday  it  became  apparent  the  enemy  was  ex- 
ttoding  to  the  right,  to  flank  us  on  the  left  Mc- 
Colm's division  in  reserve  was  promptly  thrown 
to  that  flank,  and  added  to  the  command  of  Lieut - 
Gen.  Polk.  The  enemy  not  meeting  our  expecta- 
t  ottj  of  making  an  attack  on  Tues£y,  which  was 
l^.'uumed  in  artillery-firing  and  heavy  skirmish- 
^  with  the  exception  of  a  dash  late  in  the  even- 
•rz  on  the  left  of  Withers's  division,  which  was 
^il^  and  severely  punished,  it  was  deter- 
niincd  to  assail  him  on  Wednesday  morning,  the 
tiiiny-first 

^'or  this  purpose,  Gleburn's  division,  Hardee's 
^^  was  moved  from  the  second  line  on  the 
^^^t,  to  the  corresponding  position  on  tlie  left, 
&r.  i  UcuL-Oen.  Hanlee  was  ordered  to  that  point 
^nd&sjiigoed  to  the  command  of  that  and  Mo- 
town'a  division. 

This  disposition — ^the  result  of  necessity — ^Icft 
^  no  reserve ;  bat  Breckinridge's  command  on 


the  right  not  now  threatened,  was  regarded  as  n 
source  of  supply  for  any  reinforcements  abso- 
lutely necessaiy  to  other  parts  of  the  field  Stone 
River  at  its  low  stage  was  fordable  at  almost 
every  point  for  infantry,  and  at  short  intervals 
perfectly  practicable  for  artillery. 

This  disposition  completed,  Lieut -Oen.  Hardee 
was  ordered  to  assail  the  enemy  at  daylight  on 
Wednesday,  the  thirtv-flrst,  the  attack  to  be 
taken  up  by  Gen.  Polkas  command  in  succession 
to  the  right  flank,  the  move  to  be  made  by  a  con- 
stant  wheel  to  the  right  on  Polk's  right  flank  as 
a  pivot ;  the  object  being  to  force  the  enemy  back 
on  Stone  River,  and,  if  practicable,  by  the  aid  of 
cavalry  cut  him  off  fh)m  his  ba«(b  of  operations 
and  supplies  by  the  Nashville  pike.  The  lines 
were  now  bivouacked  at  a  distance  in  places  of 
not  more  than  five  hundred  yards,  the  camp-fires 
of  the  two  being  within  distinct  view.  Wharton^s 
cavalry  brigade  had  been  held  on  our  left  to  watch 
and  check  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  that 
direction,  and  to  prevent  his  cavalry  from  gaining 
the  railroad  in  our  rear,  the  preservation  of  which 
was  of  vital  importance.  In  this  he  was  aided 
by  Brig. -Gen.  A.  Buford,  who  had  a  small  com- 
mand of  six  hundred  new  cavalry.  The  duty 
was  most  ably,  gallantly,  and  successfully  per- 
formed 

On  Monday  night,  Brig. -Gen.  Wheeler  proceed- 
ed with  his  cavalry  brigade  and  one  rcginient 
from  Pegram's,  as  ordered,  to  gain  the  enemy's 
rear.  By  Tuesday  morning,  moving  on  the  Jef- 
ferson pike  around  the  enemy's  left  flank,  he  had 
gained  the  rear  of  the  whole  army,  and  soon  at- 
tacked the  trains,  their  guards,  and  the  numerous 
stragglers.  He  succeeded  in  capturing  several 
hundreds  of  wagons  loaded  with  supplies  and 
baggage.  After  clearing  the  road,  he  made  his 
way  entirely  around  and  joined  the  cavalry  on 
our  left 

The  failure  of  Gen.  McCown  to  execute,  during 
the  night,  an  order  for  a  slight  change  in  the  line 
of  his  division,  and  which  had  to  be  done  the 
next  morning,  caused  some  delay  in  the  general 
and  vigorous  assault  by  Lieut -General  Hardee. 
But  about  seven  o'clock,  the  rattle  of  musketry 
and  the  roar  of  artillery  announced  the  beginning 
of  the  conflict  The  enemy  was  taken  complete- 
ly by  surprise;  general  and  stafi'-ofiicers  were 
not  mounted;  artiller}*^  horses  not  hitched  and 
infantry  not  formed ;  a  hot  and  inviting  breakfast 
of  coffee  and  other  luxuries,  to  which  our  gallant 
and  hardy  men  had  long  been  strangers,  was 
found  upon  the  fire  unserved,  and  was  led  whilst 
we  pushed  on  to  the  enjoyment  of  a  more  invit- 
ing feast  ^^A^  of  captured  artillery,  flying  bat- 
talions, and  hosts  of  craven  prisoners  begging  for 
the  lives  they  had  forfeited  by  their  acts  of  bru- 
tality and  atrocity. 

Whilst  thus  routing  and  pushing  the  enemy  on 
his  front  Lieut -General  Hardee  announced  to  me 
by  a  messenger  that  the  movement  was  not  being 
as  promptly  executed  by  Major-Gen.  Cheatham's 
command  on  his  right  the  left  of  General  Polk's 
corps,  as  he  expected,  and  that  his  line  was  com- 
pletely exposed  to  an  enfilade  fire  from  the  en^ 
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m/s  artillery  in  that  point  The  necessary  in- 
structions for  prompt  movement  at  that  point 
were  immediately  despatched,  and  in  a  short  time 
our  whole  line  except  Breckinridge's  command 
was  warmly  engaged.  From  this  time  we  con- 
tinued to  drive  the  enemy  more  or  less  rapidly 
until  his  line  was  thrown  entirely  back  at  right 
ranges  to  his  first  position,  and  occupied  the  cut 
of  tlie  railroad  along  which  he  had  massed  his 
reserves  and  posted  very  strong  batteries.  (A  ref- 
erence to  the  map  Number  Two  will  show  the 
second  and  strong  positions.) 

The  enemy's  loss  was  very  heavy  in  killed  and 
wounded,  fii^  exceeding  our  own,  as  appeared 
from  a  critical  Examination  of  the  field,  now  al- 
most entirely  in  our  possession.  Of  artillery 
alone  we  had  secured  more  than  twenty-five 
pieces. 

Whilst  the  infantry  and  artillery  were  yet  en- 
gaged in  this  successful  work,  Brig.-Gen.  Whar- 
ton with  his  cavalry  command  was  most  actively 
and  gallantly  engaged  on  the  enemy's  right  and 
rear,  where  he  inflicted  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  captured  a  full'  battery  of  artillery  en- 
deavoring to  escape,  and  secured  and  sent  in  near 
two  thousand  prisoners. 

These  important  successes  and  results  had  not 
been  achieved  without  heavy  sacrifices  on  our 
part,  as  the  resistance  of  the  enemy,  after  the 
first  surprise,  was  most  gallant  and  obstinate. 

Finding  Lieut-Gen.  Hardee  so  formidably  op- 
posed by  the  movements  of  the  enemy  to  his 
fi*ont,  reenforcements  for  him  were  ordered  from 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  but  the  orders  were 
countennanded,  as  will  hereafter  appear,  and 
Polk's  corps  was  pressed  forward  with  vigor, 
hoping  to  draw  the  enemy  back  or  rout  him  on 
the  right,  as  he  had  already  been  on  the  left. 

We  succeeded  in  driving  from  every  position 
except  the  strong  one  held  by  his  extreme  left 
flank,  resting  on  Stone  River,  and  carried  by  a 
concentration  of  artillery  of  superior  range  and 
calibre,  which  seemed  to  bid  us  defiance.  The 
difficulty  of  our  general  advance  had  been  greatly 
enhanced  by  the  topography  of  the  country.  All 
ports  of  our  line  had  to  pass  in  their  progress 
over  grounds  of  the  roughest  character,  covered 
with  huge  stones  and  studded  with  the  densest 
growth  of  cedar,  the  branches  reaching  the  ground 
and  forming  an  almost  impassable  **  brake."  Our 
artillery  could  rarely  be  used,  while  the  enemy, 
Wding  defensive  lines,  had  selected  formidable 
positions  for  his  batteries,  and  the  dense  cover 
for  his  infantry,  from  both  of  which  he  had  to  be 
dislodged  by  our  infantr/  alone. 

The  determined  and  unwavering  gallantry  of 
our  troops,  and  the  uninterrupted  success  which 
attend  their  repeated  charges  against  their  strong- 
hold, defended  by  double  their  numbers,  fully 
justified  the  unbounded  confidence  I  have  ever 
reposed  in  them  and  had  so  often  expressed.  To 
meet  our  successful  advance  and  retrieve  his 
losses  in  the  firont  of  his  left,  the  enemy  early 
transferred  a  portion  of  his  reserve  from  his  left 
to  that  flank,  and  by  two  o'clock  had  succeeded 
in  concentrating  such  a  force  on  Lieut-Gen.  Har- 


dee's front  as  to  cheek  his  ftnther  progress.    Our 
two  lines  had  by  this  time  become  almost  blend- 
ed, so  weakened  were  they  by  losses,  exhaustion, 
and  extension  to  cover  the  enemy's  whole  front 
As  early  as  ten  o'clock  a.v.  Major-Gen.  &^in- 
ridge  was  called  on  for  one  brigade,  and  soon 
aft»r  a  second,  to  reenforce  or  act  as  a  reserve  to 
Lieut -Gen.  Hardee.     His  reply  to  the  fir^t  call 
represented  the  enemy  crossing  Stone  Rirer  in 
heavy  force  in  his  immediate  fiiont,  and  on  re- 
ceiving the  second  order,  he  informed  me  that 
they  had  already  crossed  in  heavy  force,  and 
were  advancing  to  attack  his  lines.     He  was  im- 
mediately ordered  not  to  await  attack,  but  to  ad- 
vance and  meet  them.    About  this  same  time  a 
report  reached  me  that  a  heavy  force  of  the  ene- 
my's infantry  was  advancing  on  the  Lebanon 
roMid,  about  five  miles  on  Breckinridge's  front 
Brig. -Gen.  Pegram,  who  had  been  sent  to  that 
road  to  cover  the  flank  of  the  infantry  with  his 
cavalry  brigade,  two  regiments  detached  with 
Wheeler  and  Wharton  was  ordered  forward  im- 
mediately to  devel<^  any  such  movement    The 
orders  from  the  two  brigades  of  Breckinridge 
were  countermanded,  wUlst  dispositions  were 
^made  at  his  request  to  reenforce  him.    Before 
this  could  be  carried  out,  the  move  ordered  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  no  force  had  crossed  Stone 
River ;  that  the  only  enemy  in  -our  immediate 
front  then  was  a  sinall  body  of  sharp-shooters, 
and  that  there  was  no  advance  on  the  Lebanon 
road.     These  unfortunate  misrepresentations  oo 
that  part  of  the  field  which,  with  proper  cautii.>D. 
could  not  have  existed,  withheld  from  active 
operations  three  fine. brigades  until  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  chocking  our  progress,  had  re- 
established his  lines,  and  had  collected  many  of 
his  broken  battalions.     Having  now  settled  the 
question  that  no  movement  was  being   made 
against  our  right,  and  none  to  be  apprehended, 
Breckinridge  was  ordered  to  leave  two  brigades 
to  support  the  battery  at  *'A,"  on  his  side  of 
Stone  River  —  and  with  the  balance  of  the  force 
to  cross  to  the  left  and  report  to  Lieut-General 
Polk.    By  the  time  this  could  be  accomplished  it 
was  too  late  to  send  this  force  to  Lieut-Gen.  Har- 
dee's support,  who  was  unable  to  make  further 
progress,  and  he  was  directed  to  maintain  his 
position.     Lieut -General  Polk  was  directed  with 
these  reinforcements  to  throw  all  the  force  he 
could  collect  upon  the  enemy's  extrome  left,  and 
thereby  either  carry  that  strong  point  which  had 
so  far  resisted  us  so  successfully  —  or  fiitling  u 
that,  at  least  to  draw  off  from  Hardee's  front  the 
formidable  opposition  there  concentrated.     The 
three  brigades  of  Jackson,  Preston,  and  Adaxni 
were  successively  reported  for  their  work. 

How  gallantly  they  moved  to  their  task,  and 
how  much  the^  suffered  in  the  determined  eflbrt 
to  accomplish  it,  will  better  appear  from  reporti 
of  subordinate  commanders,  and  the  statement  of 
the  losses  therewith. 

Upon  this  flank,  their  strongest  defonsve  po«ii- 
tion  resting  on  the  river-bank,  the  enemy  had 
concentrated  not  less  than  twenty  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, masked  almost  from  view^  but  oorering  ao 
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open  space  in  front  of  several  hundred  yards,  sap- 
ptirted  right  and  left  and  rear  by  heayy  masses 
of  infantry.    This  position  proved  impracticable, 
and  after  two  unsuccessful  efforts,  the  attempt  to 
carrj  it  bj  infantry  was  abandoned.  Our  heaviest 
batteries  of  artillery  and  rifled  guns  of  long  rangei 
were  now  concentrated  in  front,  and  their  fires 
opened  upon  this  position.     After  a  cannonade 
of  ^ooie  time,  the  enemy's  fire  slackened,  and 
finallr  ceased  nearnight&IL    Lieut. -Gen.  Hardee 
Ud  slightly  retired  his  line  from  the  farthest 
point  he  had  attained,  for  better  position  and  cover, 
without  molestation  from  the  enemy.  Lieut -Gen. 
Pulk's  infantry,  including  the  three  reinforcing 
brigades,  uniting  their  front  with  Hardee's  right, 
and  eitending  to  our  extreme  right  flank,  formed 
a  continuous  line,  very  nearly  perpendicular  to 
the  oripnal  line  of  both — ^then  leaving  nearly  the 
whole  field  with  all  its  trophies,  the  enemy's  dead 
and  many  of  his  wounded,  his  hospitals  and  stores 
ia  our  full  possession.     The  body  of  Brig. -Gen. 
Sill,  one  of  their  division  commanders,  was  found 
where  he  had  fallen,  and  was  sent  to  town  and 
decently  interred,   though  he  had  forfeited  all 
claim  to  such  consideration  by  the  acts  of  cruelty, 
barbarity  and   atrocity,  but  a  few  days  before 
committed  under  his  authority  on  the  women  and 
children  and  old  men  living  near  the  road  on 
which  he  had  made  a  reconnoissance. 

During  the  afternoon.  Brig. -Gen.  Pegram,  dis- 
coTering  a  hospital  and  large  numbers  of  strag- 
zkn  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines  and  across 
^tcoe  River,  chained  them  with  his  cavalry  and 
captured  about  one  hundred  and  seventy  pris- 
oneri 

Both  armies,  exhausted  by  a  conflict  of  full  ten 
b'vurs*  duration,  rarely  surpassed  for  its  continued 
intensity  and  heavy  losses  sustained,  sunk  to  rest 
«ith  the  sun,  and  perfect  quiet  prevailed  for  the 
flight 

At  (lawn  on  Thursday  morning,  the  first  of 
January,  orders  were  sent  to  the  several  com- 
onoders  to  press  forward  their  skirmishers,  feel 
the  enemy,  and  report  any  change  in  his  position. 
Major-Ccn.  Breckinridge  had  bSen  transferred  to 
^i'i  right  of  Stone  River  to  resume  the  command 
of  that  position,  now  held  by  two  of  his  brigades, 
it  wa<  soon  reported  that  no  change  had  occurred, 
except  the  withdrawal  of  the  enemy  from  the  ad- 
vanced position  occupied  by  his  left  flank,  (bind- 
ing, upon  further  examination,  that  this  was  the 
ci^e,  the  right  flank  of  Lieut -Gen.  Polk's  corps 
was  thrown  forward  to  occupy  the  ground  for 
which  we  had  so  obstinately  contended  the  even- 
leg  before.  This  shortened  our  lines  considera- 
bly, and  gave  us  possession  of  the  centre  battle- 
&el4  from  which  we  gleaned  the  spoils  and  tro- 
phieai  tliroughout  the  day,  and  transferred  them 
^pidly  to  the  rear. 

A  careful  reconnoissance  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion was  ordered,  and  the  most  of  the  cavalry 
vu  put  in  motion  for  the  roads  in  his  roar,  to 
^t  off  his  traias  and  develop  any  movement  It 
v&s  soon  ascertained  that  he  was  still  in  ver^ 
Wry  force  all  along  oar  front,  occupying  a  posi- 


tion strong  by  nature,  and  improved  by  such 
work  as  could  be  done  at  night  by  his  reserves. 

In  a  short  time  reports  from  the  cavalry  in- 
formed me  that  heavy  trains  were  moving  toward 
Nashville,  some  of  the  wagons  loaded,  and  all  the 
ambulances  filled  with  wounded.  These  were 
attacked  at  different  places ;  many  wagons  were 
destroyed,  and  hundreds  of  prisoners  paroled. 
No  doubt  this  induced  the  enemy  to  send  large 
escorts  of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry  with 
later  trains,  and  then  the  impression  was  made 
on  our  ablest  commanders  that  a  retrograde  move- 
ment was  going  on. 

Our  forces,  greatly  wearied  and  much  reduced^ 
by  heavy  losses,  were  held  ready  to  avail  them- 
selves of  any  change  in  the  enemy's  position ;  but 
it  was  deemed  unadvisable  to  assail  him  as  there 
established.  The  whole  day  after  these  disposi- 
tions was  passed  without  an  important  movement 
on  either  side,  and  was  consumed  by  us  in  glean- 
ing the  battle-field,  burying  the  dead  and  replen- 
ishing ammunition. 

At  daylight  on  Friday,  the  second,  orders  to 
feel  the  enemy  and  ascertain  his  position  were 
repeated,  with  the  same  result  The  cavalry  bri- 
gades of  Wheeler  and  Wharton  had  returned  dur- 
ing the  night,  greatly  exhausted  fi*om  long  con- 
tinued service,  with  but  little  rest  or  food  to  either 
man  or  horse.  Both  commanders  reported  the 
indications,  from  the  enemy's  movements,  the 
same.  Allowing  them  only  a  few  hours  to  feed 
and  rest,  and  sending  the  two  detached  regiments 
back  to  Pegram's  brigade,  Wharton  was  ordered 
to  the  right  flank,  across  Stone  River,  to  assume 
command  in  that  quarter,  and  keep  me  advised 
of  any  change.  Wheeler,  with  his  brigade,  was 
ordered  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear  again,  and  re> 
main  until  he  could  definitely  report  whether  any 
retrograde  movement  was  being  mad& 

Before  Wharton  had  taken  his  position,  observ- 
ation excited  my  suspicions  in  regard  to  a  move- 
ment having  been  made  by  the  enemy  across 
Stone  River,  immediately  in  Breckinridge's  front 
Reconnoissance  by  several  staff-officers  soon  de- 
veloped the  fact  that  a  division  had  quietly  crossed, 
unopposed,  and  established  themselves  on  and 
under  cover  of  an  eminence,  marked  **  B  "  on  the 
map  Number  Two,  firom  which  Lieut -Gen.  Polk's 
line  was  commanded  and  enfiladed.  Tbe'dis- 
lodgment  of  this  force  or  the  withdrawal  of 
Polk's  line  was  an  evident  necessity.  The  latter 
involved  consequences  not  to  be  entertained.  Or- 
ders were  accordingly  given  for  the  concentration 
of  the  whole  of  MajorrGen.  Breckinridge's  division 
in  front  of  the  position  to  be  taken.  The  addition 
to  his  command  of  the  ten  Napoleon  guns  (twelve- 
pounders)  under  Oapt  F.  H.  Robertson,  an  able 
and  accomplished  artillery  officer,  and  for  the  cav- 
alry forces  of  Wharton  and  Pegram,  about  two 
thousand  men,  to  join  in  the  attack  on  his  right 
Major-Gen.  Breckinridge  was  sent  for,  and  advised 
of  the  movement  and  its  objects,  the  securing  and 
holding  the  position  which  protected  Polk's  flanki 
and  gave  us  command  of  the  enemy's  by  which 
to  enfilade  him.     He  was  informed  of  the  forces 
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placed  at  his  disposal,  and  instructed,  with  them, 
to  drive  the  endmy  back,  crown  the  hill,  intrench 
his  artillery,  and  hold  the  position. 

To  distract  their  attention  from  our  real  object, 
a  heavy  artillery-fire  was  ordered  to  be  opened 
from  Polkas  front,  at  the  exact  hour  at  which  the 
movement  was  to  begin ;  at  other  points  through- 
out both  lines,  all  was  quiet    Gen.  Breckinridge, 
at  half-past  three  p.m.,  reported  he  would  advance 
at  four.     Polk*s  batteries  promptly  opened  fire, 
and  were  soon  answered  by  the  enemy.  A  heavy 
cannonade  of  some  fifteen  minutes  was  succeeded 
by  the  musketry,  which  soon  became  general. 
The  contest  was  short  and  severe;  the  enemy 
was  driven  back  and  the  eminence  gained ;  but 
the  movement  as  a  whole  was  a  failure,  and  the 
position  was  again   yielded.     Our  forces  were 
moved,  unfortunately,  so  &r  to  the  left  as  to 
throw  a  portion  of  them  into  and  over  Stone  Riv- 
er, where  they  encountered  heavy  masses  of  the 
enemy,  whilst  those  against  whom  they  were  in- 
tended to  operate  on  our  side  of  the  river,  had  a 
destructive  enfilade  on  our  whole  line.     Our  sec- 
ond line  was  so  close  to  the  first  as  to  receive  the 
enemy^s  fire,  and  returning  it  took  their  friends 
in  the  rear.     The  cavalry  force  was  left  entirely 
out  of  the  action.     Learning  from  my  own  staff- 
officers,  sent  to  the  scene,  of  the  disorderly  re- 
treat being  made  by  Qen.  Breckinridge*s  division, 
Brig. -General  Fatten  Anderson^s  fine  brigade  of 
Mississippians,  the  nearest  body  of  troops,  was 
promptly  ordered  to  his  relief.     On  reaching  the 
field  and  moving  forward,  Anderson  found  him- 
self in  front  of  Breckinridge*s  infantry,  and  soon 
encountered  the  enemy's  light  troops,  close  upon 
our  artillery,  which  had  been  left  without  sup- 
port    This  noble  brigade,  under  its  cool  and  gal- 
lant chief,  drove  the  enemy  back  and  saved  all  the 
guns  not  captured  before  its  arrival.     Capt  F.  H. 
Robertson,  after  the  disabling  wound  received  by 
Major  Graves,  chief  of  artillery,  took  the  entire 
charge  of  the  artillery  of  the  division,  in  addition 
to  his  own.     To  his  gallantry,  energy,  and  fear- 
lessness, is  due  the  smallness  of  our  loss  sustained 
before  the  arrival  of'  support,  only  three  guns. 
His  report  herewith,  marked  **■  Four,"  will  show 
the  important  part  he  played  in  this  attack  and 
repulse.     Before  the  end  of  the  whole  movement 
it  was  quite  dark.     Anderson's  command  held  a 
position  next  the  enemy,  corresponding  nearly 
with  our  original  line,  whilst  Breckinridge's  bri- 
gade commanders  collected  their  scattered  men  as 


were  most  imperfectly  prepared  with  scanty 
means ;  the  we^ither  had  been  severe  from  cold 
and  almost  constant  rain,  and  we  had  no  change 
of  clothing,  and  in  many  places  could  not  hare 
fire. 

The  necessary  consequence  was  the  great  ex- 
haustion of  both  officers  and  men,  many  having 
to  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  in  the  rear,  and  more 
still  were  beginning  to  straggle  from  their  com- 
mands, an  evil  from  which  we  had  so  far  suffered 
but  little.  During  the  whole  of  the  day  the  rain 
continued,  to  fall  with  little  intermission,  and  the 
rapid  rise  in  Stone  River  indicated  that  it  would 
soon  be  unfordable.  Late  on  Fridav  ni^^ht  1  had 
received  the  captured  papers  of  Xfajor- General 
McGook,  commanding  one  c&rj>8  (Tarmee  of  the 
enemy,  showing  their  effective  strength  to  have 
been  very  nearly  if  not  quite  seventy  thou>and 
men.  Before  noon  reports  from  Brig. -General 
Wheeler  satisfied  me  that  the  enemy,  instead  of 
retiring,  was  receiving  reenforcements. 

Common  prudence  and  the  safety  of  my  army, 
upon  which  even  the  safety  of  our  cause  depend- 
ed, left  no  doubt  in  my  mind  as  to  the  ne<x'f:sit}r 
for  my  withdrawal  from  so  unequal  a  content 
My  orders  were  accordingly  given  about  noon  for 
the  movement  of  the  train  and  for  the  necessary 
preparations  of  troops. 

Under  the  efficient  management  of  the  different 
staff  departments  every  thing  had  been  securi\i 
and  transferred  to  the  rear,  including  prisoners 
captured,  artillery  and  small  arms,  subsistence, 
means  of  transportation,  and  nearly  all  of  <mr 
wounded  able  to  bear  moving.  No  movement  ff 
any  kind  was  made  by  the  troops  on  either  sule 
during  this  most  inclement  day,  until  just  at  night, 
when  a  sharp  skirmish  occurred  between  Polk's 
right  and  the  enemy's  left  fiank,  resulting  in  noth- 
ing decisive.  The  ouly  question  with  me  was, 
whether  the  movements  should  be  made  at  on>:e 
or  delayed  twenty-four  hours  to  save  a  few  of  our 
wounded.  As  it  was  possible  that  we  should  lose 
by  exhaustion  as  many  as  we  should  remore  of 
the  wounded,  my  inclination  to  remain  was  yield- 
ed. The  whole  force,  except  the  cavalry,  was  put 
in  motion  at  eleven  o^ clock  p.m.,  and  the  army 
returned  in  perfect  order  to  its  present  po^itiua 
beyond  Duck  Kiver,  without  receiving  a  single 
shot  Our  cavalry  held  the  position  before  Mur- 
freesboro  until  Monday  morning,  the  fifth,  whtn 
it  quietly  retired,  as  ordered,  to  cover  our  fronL 
We  left  one   thousand  two    hundred   hadlv 


far  as  practicable  in  the  darkness,  and  took  irreg- ,  wounded,  one  half  of  whom  we  have  since  hearl 
ular  positions  on  Anderson^s  left  and  rear.  At  i  have  died  from  the  severity  of  their  wounds ;  aliout 
daylight  in  the  morning,  they  were  moved  for-  <  three  hundred  sick,  too  feeble  to  bear  transports 


ward  to  the  front,  and  the  whole  line  was  estab- 
lished without  opposition.  During  the  night  Gen. 
Cleburn's  division  was  re-transferred  to  its  origi- 
nal position  on  the  right,  and  Lieut -Gen.  Hardee 
directed  to  resume  command  there  and  restore 
our  line. 


tion,  and  aboyt  two  hundred  well  men  and  officers 
as  medical  attendants.  In  addition  to  this,  tLe 
enemy  had  captured  about  eight  hundred  prison- 
ers from  us.  As  the  one  thousand  two  hundred 
wounded  are  counted  once  under  that  head  among 
our  losses,  they  should  be  expunged  from  the  gen- 


On  Saturday  morning,  the  third,  our  forces  had  eral  total.  As  our  offset  to  this  loss,  we  had  re- 
been  in  line  of  battle  five  days  and  nights,  with  ceived,  as  will  appear  from  the  report  of  my  In- 
but  little  rest,  having  no  reserves ;  their  baggage  spector-General  herewith  marked  **5,"  consia- 
and  tents  had  been  loaded  and  the  wagons  were  erably  over  six  thousand  prisoners,  had  captured 
four  miles  off;  their  provisions,  if  cooked  at  all,  over  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  six  thousand  btand 
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of  small  arms,  ambulances,  males  and  horses^ 
with  a  large  amount  of  other  valuable  property, 
all  of  which  was  secured  and  appropriated  to 
proper  uses.  Besides  ail  this  secured,  we  de- 
strored  not  less  than  e^ht  hundred  wagons,  most- 
ly Iiden  with  yarious  articles,  such  as  arms,  am- 
munition, proTisions,  baggage,  clothing,  medicine 
and  hospital  stores.  We  had  lost  only  three 
pieces  of  artillery,  all  in  Breckinridge's  repulse. 
A  number  of  stands  of  colors,  nine  of  which  are 
fonnuded  with  this  report,  were  also  captured  on 
the  field  Others  known  to  have  been  taken  have 
not  been  sent  in.  The  list,  marked  "  6,"  is  here- 
with transmitted. 

A  tabular  statement  of  our  forces,  marked  ^^  7," 
is  herewith  transmitted,  showing  the  number  of 
fighting  men  we  had  in  the  field  on  the  morning 
of  the  thn-ty-first  of  December,  to  have  been  less 
than  thirty-five  thousand,  of  which  thirty  thou- 
sand were  infantry  and  artillery.  Our  losses  are 
ik>  reported  in  this  same  comprehensive  table, 
^0  &s  to  show  how  much  each  corps,  division  and 
bngade  suffered,  and  in  case  of  Breckinridge's 
dirision,  the  losses  are  reported  separately  for 
Wednesday  and  Friday.  These  reports  are  mi- 
B'ite  and  suggestive,  showing  the  severity  of  the 
oondict,  as  well  as  where,  when,  and  by  whom 
sustained. 

Among  the  gallant  dead  the  nation  is  called  to 
tnoum,  none  could  have  fallen  more  honored  or 
resided  than  Brig.-Gen.  Jas.  £.  Rains  and  R. 
M.  Hanson.  They  yielded  their  lives  in  the  he- 
roic dischaige  of  their  duties,  And  leave  their  hon- 
ored names  as  a  rich  legacy  to  their  descendants. 
Briz.^en.  J.  R  Chalmers  and  D.  W.  Adams  re- 
cdTed  disabling  wounds  on  Monday — I  am  happy 
to  say  not  serious,  but  which  deprived  us  of  their 
Tiioable  services.  Having  been  under  my  imme- 
diate command  since  the  beginning  of  the  war, 
I  can  bear  evidence  to  their  devotion  and  to  the 
ci>nspicaoas  gallantry  which  has  marked  their 
scnriceg  on  every  field 

For  the  sacred  names  of  the  heroes  and  patriots 
of  lower  grades  that  gave  their  lives,  illustrating 
the  character  of  the  confederate  soldiers  on  this 
U'Mdy  field,  I  must  refer  to  the  reports  of  sub- 
QT^linate  commanders  and  to  the  list  which  will 
submitted.  Our  losses,  it  will  be  seen,  exceeded 
ten  thousand,  nine  thousand  of  whom  were  killed 
ftrwoundfcd. 

The  enemy's  loss  we  have  no  means  of  know- 
ing with  certainty.  One  corps  commanded  by 
Major-General  Thomas  L.  Crittenden,  which  was 
^<t  exposed  in  the  engagement,  report  over  five 
thoonnd  killed  and  wounded.  As  they  had  two 
other  corps,  and  a  separate  division,  third  of  a 
c^rp^  and  their  cavalry,  it  is  safely  estimated 
At  three  thoasand  killed  and  sixteen  thousand 
vounded.  Adding  the  six  thousand  two  hundred 
ud  seventy-three  prisoners,  and  we  have  a  total 
f^f  twenty-five  thoasand  two  himdred  and  seventy- 
three. 

LieuL-Gen.  Lu  Polk  and  W.  J.  Hardee,  com- 
manding corps,  Major-Gens.  J.  M.  Withers  and 
P.  R.  Clebum,  commanding  divisions,  arc  speci- 
allj  coQunendied  to  their  government  for  their 


valor,  skill,  and  ability  displayed  by  them  through- 
out the  engagement  Brig. -General  J.  Patton  An- 
derson for  his  coolness,  judgment,  and  courage 
with  which  he  interposed  his  brigade  between 
our  retreating  forces  and  the  enemy,  largely  supe- 
rior in  numbers,  on  Friday  evening,  and  saved 
our  artillery,  is  justly  entitled  to  special  mention. 

Brig. -Generals  Joseph  Wheeler  and  John  A. 
Wharton,  commanding  cavalry  brigades,  were 
preeminently  distinguished  throughout  the  en- 
gagement,  as  they  had  been  for  a  month  previous 
in  many  successive  conflicts  with  the  enemy. 
Under  their  skilful  and  gallant  lead,  the  reputa- 
tion of  our  cavalry  has  been  justly  enhanced. 
For  the  just  commendation  of  the  officers,  many 
of  whom  were  preeminently  distinguished,  I  must 
refer  their  more  immediate  commendation. 

To  the  private  soldier  a  fair  word  of  praise  is 
due,  and  though  it  is  so  seldom  given,  and  so 
rarely  expected,  that  it  may  be  considered  out  of 
place.  I  cannot,  in  justice  to  myself  withhold 
the  opinion  ever  entertained,  and  so  often  ex- 
pressed during  our  struggle  for  independence. 

In  the  absence  of  instructions  and  discipline 
of  our  armies,  and  of  the  confidence  which  long 
associations  produce  between  veterans,  we  have 
in  a  great  measure  to  trust  to  the  individuality 
and  self-reliance  of  the  private  soldiers,  without 
the  incentive  or  the  motive  which  controls  the 
officer  who  hopes  to  live  in  history,  without  the 
hopfi  of  reward,  actuated  only  by  a  sense  of  duty 
and  patriotism,  he  has  in  this  great  contest  justly 
judged  that  the  cause  was  his  own,  and  gone  into 
it  with  a  determination  to  conquer  or  die,  to  be 
free  or  not  to  be  at  all ;  no  encomium  is  too  high, 
no  honor  too  great  for  such  a  soldier.  However 
much  of  credit  and  glory  may  be  given,  and  pro- 
bably justly  given,  to  the  leaders  in  the  struggle, 
history  will  yet  award  the  main  honor,  when  it 
is  due  to  the  private  soldier,  who,  without  hope 
of  reward,  and  with  no  other  incentive  than  a 
conscientiousness  of  rectitude  has  encountered 
all  the  hardships,  and  has  suffered  all  the  priva- 
tions. -. 

Well  has  it  been  said :  Tne  first  monument  our 
confeclpracy  raises,  when  our  independence  shall 
have  been  won,  should  be  a  loily  shaft,  pure  and 
spotless,  bearing  this  inscription :  **  To  the  un- 
known and  unrecorded  dead."  The  members  of 
my  staff  arduously  engaged  in  their  several  duties 
before,  during  and  since  the  prolonged  engage- 
ment, are  deserving  of  mention  in  this  report 
Lieut -Colonels  George  Garner  and  G.  W.  Brent, 
and  Captain  P.  H.  Thompson,  Adjutant-GeneraFs 
Department ;  First  Lieutenants  Towson,  Ellis,  and 
S.  Parker,  regular  A ids-de-Camp ;  Lieut -Colonel 
Baird,  Inspector-General ;  Lieut -Col.  A.  J.  Ila3's, 
P.  A.  Major ;  Major  James  Stainbridge,  Louisiana 
Infantry,  and  Major  Clarelate,  Seventh  Alabama 
volunteers ;  Acting  Assistant  Inspector-General ; 
Lieut -Colonel  L.  W.  P.  Bannon,  Chief  Quarter- 
master ;  Major  J.  J.  Walker,  Chief  Commissary ; 
Major  F.  Mallory  and  G.  M.  Hillycr,  Assistants ; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  H.  Alidouskin,  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance ;  Captains  W.  H.  Warren  and  O.  T.  Gibbs, 
and  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Johnson,  Assistants ;  Cap- 
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taip  S.  W.  Steele,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery,  and 
Lieutenants  IL  C.  Forney  and  H.  H.  Buchanan, 
and  J.  R.  P.  McFair;  Lieut -Colonel  J.  H.  HoUin- 
guist,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery ;  First  Lieutenant 
R.  H.  T.  Thompson,  Assistant  Surgeon;  A.  J. 
^Foard,  Medical  Director ;  Surgeon  G.  A,  Llewel- 
len,  Assistant  Medical  Director;  Acting  Surgeon 
T.  G.  Richardson,  attendant  on  myself,  staff  and 
escort ;  Colonel  Da\id  Urquhard,  of  Louisiana,  J. 
Stoddard  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  and  Lieut  St 
Legei*  Grcnfcl,  of  England,  the  two  former  volun- 
teer aids,  long  on  my  staff,  served  me  most  effec- 
tively; Major  E.  M.  Baylor,  Assistant  Quarter- 
master; Major  B.  C.  Kennedy,  Assistant  Com- 
missary of  Subsistence,  and  Lieut  W.  M.  Bridges, 
aid-de-camp  to  the  late  Brigadier-General  Duncan, 
reported  just  before  the  engagement,  and  joined 
my  staff,  on  which  they  served  through  the  battle. 
Col.  M.  L.  Clark,  of  the  artillery,  P.  A.,  living  in 
Murfreesboro  on  temporary  service,  did  me  the 
honor  to  joirf  and  serve  on  my  staff  during  the 
engagement  His  Excellency,  Isham  Q.  Harris, 
Governor  of  Tennessee,  and  the  Hon.  Andrew 
Ewing,  member  of  the  Military  Court,  volunteered 
their  services,  and  rendered  efficient  aid,  especi- 
ally with  the  Tennessee  troops,  largely  in  the 
ascenda^lt  in  the  army.  It  is  but  due  to  the  zeal- 
ous and  efficient  laborer  of  our  cause  that  I  here 
bear  testimony  to  the  cordial  support  given  me 
at  all  times  since  meeting  him  a  year  ago  m  West- 
Tennessee,  by  his  Excellency  Governor  Harris. 
From  the  field  of  Shiloh,  where  he  received  in  his 
arms  the  dying  form  of  the  lamented  Johnson,  to 
the  last  struggle  of  Murfreesboro,  he  has  been  one 
of  us,  and  has  shared  all  our  privations  and  dan- 
gers, whilst  giving  us  his  personal  and  political 
influence  with  all  the  power  he  possessed  at  the 
head  of  the  State  government 

To  the  medical  department  of  the  army,  under 
the  able  administration  of  Surgeon  Foard,  great 
credit  is  due  for  the  success  which  attended  their 
labors.  Sharing  none  of  the  excitement  and  glory 
of  the  field,  these  officers  in  their  labor  of  love, 
devoted  themselves  atsiduously  in  attending  the 
sufferings  of  their  brother  soldiers  ^t  home,  when 
others  are  seeking  repose.  The  reports  of  sub- 
ordinate commanders  have  been  specially  called 
for,  and  are  soon  expected,  when  they  will  be 
promptly  forwarded. 

During  the  time  the  operations  at  Murfreesboro 
were  being  conducted,  important  expeditions  un- 
der Brig. -Gens.  Forrest  and  Morgan,  were  absent 
in  West-Tennessee  and  Northern  Kentucky.  The 
reports  already  forwarded,  show  the  complete  suc- 
cess which  attended  the  gallant  brigadiers,  and  I 
commend  them  to  the  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment and  gratitude  of  the  country. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, Bkaxtoi7  Bragg, 

Gknend  Oommandlng. 

G«D.  S.  Cooper, 

A<Uutaai*Q«nena,  Klchmond,  Va. 

GHATTANOOOA  "DAILY  REBEL"  ACCOUNT. 

U cRriKKsaoio,  Jummtj  2,  ISflS. 

In  jthe  mad  whirl  of  Wednesday's  battle,  yes* 


terday's  intense  expectancy,  and  to-day*s  uncer- 
tainty, a  great  deal  was  heard^  felt,  sud,  belefved, 
hoped.     I  will  tell  you  how  it  happened. 

The  Yankees  came  out  from  Nashville  a  week 
ago  yesterday,  with  baggage  marked  to  Bridge- 
port and  Chattanooga. 

A  column  confronted  General  Hardee's  eorpi 
dSwrmU^  say  at  Triune — another  General  Polk's 
advance  at  La  Vergne.  Heavy  skirmishing  Fri- 
day and  Saturday  last  week,  on  both  lines.  Re- 
sult found,  on  Sunday  morning,  a  confederate 
battle-line,  say  six  miles  long,  three  to  four  miles 
in  firont  of  Murfreesboro,  Yankees  at  Stewart's 
Greek,  ten  miles  from  there  advancing  upon 
Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga.  That  day  and  Moo- 
day  we  intrenched  and  got  otherwise  ready.  Yin- 
kees  approached  slowly,  getting  ready  too.  They 
say  fifty  thousand  strong— we  "  ra^ed  rebels.'* 
about  thirty  thousand. 

Tuesday  morning  the  artillery  on  both  sides 
exchanged  cold,  distant  guns  of  recognition ;  they 
then  greeted,  then,  I  may  say,  shook  hands  ind 
then  got  very  warm  generally,  and  kept  up  a 
most  confoundedly  brisk  and  noisy  series  of  dis 
monstrations  till  night  General  Bragg  calls  it,  I 
learn,  an  artillery  duel  At  about  ten  a. v.,  or 
sooner,  both  parties  threw  forward  skirmisher^ 
and  they  popped  away  at  each  other  with  what 
a  beginner  would  call  amazing  resolution.  At 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  it  rained  smartly,  hut 
the  skirmishers  kept  on ;  when  the  clouds  broke 
away,  a  brisk  west  wind,  changing  around  to  the 
north-west,  made  it  cool,  and  the  skirmishers  be- 
came still  more  resolutei  This  occurred  diiefly 
on  our  left,  and  indicated  that  the  enemy  wis 
going  to  throw  most  of  his  weight  in  that  direc- 
tion,  and  so  turn  our  position  on  that  wing.  Gv^l 
Bragg,  therefore,  transferred  Gen.  Clebum^s  di- 
vision from  our  right  to  the  left  about  sondowu 
Our  forces  at  the  close  were  disposed  thus :  the 
divisions  of  Gen&  McGown  and  Olebum  on  uur 
left,  Withers  and  Cheatham  in  the  centre,  ind 
Breckinridge  on  the  right 

A  notable  instance  of  Yankee  impudence  on 
this  day  must  not  be  omitted.  One  of  their  re- 
giments undertook  to  charge  one  of  our  batteries, 
Robertson's.  They  came  up  bravely  and  were 
nearly  all  shot  down,  and  the  remaining  few  ejac- 
ulated ^^ river"  and  retired.    • 

On  Wednesday  morning,  at  half-past  six.  ac- 
cording to  previous  arrangement,  the  attack  was 
brought  on  by  a  vieorous  advance  of  our  left  It 
was  a  surprise  to  the  enemy,  who  was  eating  his 
breakfast  He  flew  to  arms,  and  as  best  he  coulJ, 
formed  his  lines  to  receive  us.  Under  the  cir- 
cumstances, he  did  it  well,  but  omr  columns  mov- 
ed with  so  much  precision  and  celerity  that  he 
was  driven  from  point  to  point  with  most  aMoo- 
ishing  rapidity.  Very  soon  McCown,  Clebum. 
Withers,  and  Cheatham  were  bearing  down  with 
an  impetuosity  and  power  utterly  resistless,  lot- 
tery after  battery  was  charged,  taken,  and  left 
behind  the  advancing  legions.  Through  field  and 
wood,  over  rocks  and  fences  they  swept  with  the 
fury  of  a  whirlwind,  pausing  at  nothing,  hut  ovei^ 
coming  every  thing  that  lay  in  their  way  with  the 
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most  unjielding  courage  and  determination.    It 
reqaired  such  heroic  pluck  to  do  it,  for  the  ene- 
my  generally  maintained  his  order  and  poured 
torrents  of  lead  and  iron  into  our  ranks.     But  at 
e?ei7  stand  and  at  eyery  volley  from  him,  our 
men  compounded  the  interest  with  the  loan,  driv- 
ing them  stUl  on  and  back.    By  Qne  o'clock  we 
lu(i  f<Hx:ed  their  entire  right  wing  back  upon  their 
centre,  and  their  centre  back  upon  the  right  ez- 
tmnity  of  their  left,  doubling  their  lines  up  them- 
selreS)  and  in  some  measure  massing  them  in  a 
uw  portion. 

U  must  be  remembered  that  all  this  fighting 
Lii  driving  was  from  their  right  to  their  left 
r&e  battle-line  extending  in  a  general  direction 
from  north  to  south,  the  pathway  of  the  battle 
%  in  the  same  direction.    The  enemy  was,  there- 
k^  not  a  great  way  further  from  Bridgeport  and 
Clukttanooga  at  this  point  of  time  than  in  the 
looming  when  the  battle  opened.    That  is  to  say, 
b«  vas  not  driven  back  westwardly  upon  Nash- 
^t    Tfe  seemed  to  hare  made  a  pivot  of  the 
nght  of  our  centre,  and  turned  om*  line  upon  it, 
Hid  by  the  fighting  and  driving,  changed  it  firom 
a  QorUi  and  south  to  a  nearly  east  and  west  di- 
rection.   The  battle  opened  to  the  right  and  near 
theHurfreesboro  and  Salem  turnpike,  and  at  this 
period  bad  passed  across  the  Triune  dirt  road, 
tbe  Wilkinson  and  Nolinsville  turnpike,  and  ap- 
proached the  Nashville  turnpike  and  the  Nash- 
line  and  Chattanooga  Railroad.     Up  to  this  time 
Uii  this  point  our  victory  was  complete  and  over- 
irhelming.    We  had  driven  the  foe  some  five  or 
&x  mUes,  captured  about  four  thousand  prisoners, 
(mdodiog  three  generals,)  some  thirty  or  thirty- 
^re  pieces  of  artillery,  and  inflicted  a  loss  upon 
ibe  enemy  treble  our  own,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
foull  arms  and  personal  equipage,  strewn  from 
Dao  toBeersheba. 

Here,  however,  the  enemy  rallied  all  his  ener« 

pti  ior  a  desperate  struggle;    Fortune  favored 

um,  and  the  wily  Bosecrans  availed  himself  of 

the  (aver.    In  fit>nt  of  our  right  centre,  say  a  mile 

dUt&nt,  rose  a  naked  oval  hill,  commanding  in  all 

directions — not  very  high,  but  exceedingly  avail- 

abk    Upon  this  hill  he  placed  a  crown  of  twenty 

ptos,  more  or  less,  immediately  supportine  them 

%  ft  brigade  of  regulars,  and  holding  an  mfinite 

Domber  as  a  secondary  support.     In  addition  to 

^  he  had  ranged  other  batteries  on  the  slopes 

Q«tf  the  foot  of  the  hill,  raking  the  surrounding 

piaio.    Brig. -Gen.  Chalmers,  supported  by  Brig.- 

(«ai.  Donelson,  was  ordered  to  take  the  position. 

ToQ  can  easQy  imagine  the  infinite  danger  of  the 

c^ttrge,  but  you  can  scarcely  imagine  the  steady 

^i^m  with  which  these  devoted  men  advanced 

to  it,  and  made  it    The  storm  which  poured  upon 

them,  including  all  the  short-range  missiles  was 

iLeredibly  serere.     Our  shattered  columns  stood 

in  the  midst  of  that  tempest  long  enough  to  bring 

off  two  of  the  batteries.     It  is  not  for  me  to  say 

that  Chalmers  broke  or  that  Donelson  stood  fear- 

lfc.ss]y  immovabla     The  whole^  for  my  purpose, 

di<I  admirably.    Gen.  Breckinridge,  who  held  our 

tight,  nurth  of  Stone  River,  and  who  had  not  been  j 

prenously  en^iged,  was  now  ordered  across,  with 


a  view  of  relieving  our  wearied  columns  and  tak- 
ing the  hill.  The  brigades  of  Gens.  Adams  and 
Jackson  were  formed  and  sent  forward.  They 
imitated  the  coolness  and  courage  of  their  prede- 
cessors, going  forward  with  the  utmost  alacrity 
and  firamess.  They  met  the  same  tempest  oi 
shell,  grape,  canister,  and  musketry,  and  recoiled. 
They  again  rallied,  and  rushing  with  almost  super- 
human devotion,  completely  enveloped  by  the  tor- 
nadb,  reached  within,  perhaps,  an  hundred  paces 
of  the  coveted  object,  but  were  again  repulsed. 
The  batteries  of  Cobb  and  Byrne,  I  believe,  aided 
these  charges  by  a  simultaneous  bombardment  of 
the  hill.  Night  was  now  closing  in,  and  we  were 
compelled  to  relinquish  the  attempt  to  take  this 
stronghold,  and  darkness  closed  that  day,  and 
gave  to  history  one  of  the  bloodiest  chapters  of 
the  war. 

Such  was  the  battle  of  Wednesday — such  the 
triumph  of  confederate  arms,  a  victory  glorious 
and  complete  as  far  as  it  went,  but  it  was  not 
consummate.  We  thought  at  one  time  that  the 
Yankees  were  as  good  as  routed,  but  it  appears 
they  were  not  We  thought  they  would  skedad- 
dle that  night,  but  they  did  not  But  they  did 
one  thing  that  night,  and  that  was  to  leave  the 
hill  for  which  we  had  so  hard  a  struggle,  and  re- 
tired their  line  from  that  point  some  half  a  mile 
back.  This  fact  suggests  that  it  was  really  un- 
tenable by  reason  of  some  weakness  somewhere, 
and  this  suggestion  may  in  turn  suggest  the  in- 
quiry, why  was  not  this  weakness  discovered  by 
us.     I  will  not  make  the  inquiry. 

Now,  will  you  take  my  arm  and  walk  over  the 
battle-field,  and  have  me  point  you  the  devasta- 
tion, the  stark  dead,  the  suffering  stricken,  the 
storm-swept  forests  and  fields,  and  all  that  ?  Ex- 
cuse me.  There  are  those  taking  notes  of  all  that, 
to  print  But  I  will  go  with  you  to  give  sepulture 
to  our  blessed,  our  heroic  dead ;  in  sadness  and 
silence  we  go,  however.  We  will  bind  up  the 
wounds  and  minister  to  the  wants  of  those  noble 
men  who  su£fer  and  are  patient  for  their  dear 
country^s  sake.  But  let  us  also  do  that  softly 
and  in  whispers. 

ThnrsdA,y  was  a  bright  day.  The  lines  still 
confronted.  Rosecrans  had  formed  his  lines  a 
little  south  of  the  Nashville  turnpike,  gradually 
diverging  from  it,  still  holding  his  right  where  it 
rested  on  Wednesday,  and  making  nearly  a  right 
angle.  He  is  sullen  and  morose ;  he  speaks  oc- 
casionally in  the  tones  of  artillery,  in  reply  to 
some  promptings  from  us.  In  the  evening  the 
pickets  exchanged  compliments.  He  intrenches ; 
the  blue-coats  work  like  beavers.  They  are  great 
on  trenches,  and  great  in  fortifications.  I  sup- 
pose you  have  observed  as  much. 

Friday — the  same  as  Thursday,  with  an  excep- 
tion. Rosecrans  advances  his  left  across  Stone 
River,  where  it  runs  northwardly.  In  the  after- 
noon, say  three  o'clock.  Gen.  Breckinridge,  with 
our  right,  advances  also.  Till  dark  they  fought 
with  very  great  desperation  and  very  close.  It 
was  exceedingly  bloody.  We  drove  them  across 
the  river,  but  encountered  so  vast  a  body,  so 
securely  posted,  that  we  retired  to  our  position 
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again.  Our  loss,  for  numbers  engaged,  was  very 
heaFy.  It  was  here  General  Hanson  received  his 
almost  fatal  wound. 

Since  Wednesday  morning,  our  cavalry,  under 
Generals  Wheeler  and  Wharton,  have  been  very 
active.  They  have  made  a  complete  circuit  of  the 
enemy  twice,  capturing  and  destroying  several 
hundred  wagons  loaded  with  munitions  and  sup- 
plies, the  enemy's  stores  at  La  Vergnc  and  Xolins- 
ville,  about  a  thousand  head  of  horses  and  mules, 
besides  killing  a  number  of  the  Yankees,  includ- 
ing a  brigadier-general,  and  taking  several  hun- 
dred prisoners.  On  Wednesday,  they  rendered 
great  service  in  picking  up  and  securing  prison- 
ers, and  the  captures  of  artillery,  etc.,  then  made. 
Bravo  for  Wheeler  and  Wharton,  and  their  gal- 
lant cavaliers.  They  reported  yesterday  and  this 
evening  that  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  the 
rear,  his  trains,  etc,  were  indicative  of  a  speedy 
retreat ;  but  no  such  indications  appear  on  his 
front  lines.  On  the  contrary,  his  intrenching  goes 
on,  and  his  advance  across  the  river  to-day  might 
be  construed  into  a  purpose  to  stay  where  he  is 
until  rested,  preparatory  to  continuing  his  jour- 
ney to  Bridgeport  and  Chattanooga. 

As  addendum  I  must  mention  an  incident  of 
Wednesday's  battle.  Gen.  Alexander  McDowell 
McCook's  headquarters  were  at  the  chateau  of  a 
gentleman  resident  in  the  rear  of  their  lines.  He 
commanded  the  enemy's  right  wing.  When  he 
heard  the  first  sound  of  our  attack,  he  was  en- 
gaged in  shaving.  He  instantly  rose,  saying, 
without  addressing  any  body,  in  a  confused  and 
excited  manner :  "That  is  contrary  to  orders  1" 
He  ordered  his  horse  to  be  brought  without  de- 
lay, and  turning  to  the  gentleman  in  whose  house 
he  was,  hurriedly  asked :  "  Who  is  opposing  me 
to-day  V  "  Major-General  Cheatham.  General 
McCook,  turning  ashy  pale  and  trembling  from 
some  nameless  emotion,  rejoined :  "Is  it  possi- 
ble that  I  have  to  meet  Cheatham  again  !*'  He 
mounted  his  horse  and  rode  away,  without  finish- 
ing the  interesting  operation  in  which  he  was  en- 
gaged at  the  battle's  alarum.  That  day  General 
Wharton  came  along  with  his  cavalry,  and  took 
charge  of  all  Gen.  McCook's  baggage,  and  I  really 
haven't  heard  whether  he  is  done  shaving  yet 
He  had  met  Cheatham  at  Perryville,  and  it  is 
possible  he  foresaw  what  was  in  store  for  the 
right  wing  that  day.  P. 


Doc.  27. 


BATTLE   NEAR   BRASHEAR  CITY,  LA. 

NEW-ORLBANS  "DELTA"  NARRATIVE. 

Orr  BBi,BmAB  Cnr,  NoTember  4, 1862. 

Dear  Delta  :  We  arrived  oflf  here  on  the  night 
of  the  first,  but  unfortunately  too  late  to  stop  the 
rebels  from  crossing.  There  was  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty  in  getting  over  the  bay,  and  we  felt  the 
want  of  light-draught  vessels  very  much.  The  day 
the  Kinsman  arrived,  Lieut  Buchanan  crossed  in 
her,  and  tried  to  get  the  Estrella  over,  but  she 


grounded.  He  came  up  to  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
but  saw  nothing  but  the  Hart,  which  he  chased 
but  could  not  catch.  They  got  the  Estrella  and 
the  St.  Mary's  over  the  next  day,  and  the  follow- 
ing day  the  Calhoun  came  up  with  the  Diana. 

The  night  of  our  arrival  here,  we  chased  the 
rebel  gunboat  Gotten,  but  she  got  away  from  Q^i 
by  her  superior  speed.  The  same  night  was  cap- 
tured the  rebel  steamer  A.  B.  Sigur.  She  is  a 
small  boat,  about  the  size  of  the  Fancy  Natchez, 
and  is  very  useful 

Yesterday  all  the  gunboats  went  up  Bajou 
Teche,  found  the  enemy  about  fourteen  miles  from 
here,  and  pa.()sed  above  the  obstractions  they  had 
sunk  in  the  Teche. 

The  boats  engaged  them  for  two  hoans  and 
drove  them  off,  including  the  Gotten.  The  Kin^ 
man  bore  the  brunt  of  it,  and  received  fifty-four 
shots  in  her  upper  works  and  hull,  and  had  one 
man  killed  (a  soldier  of  the  Twenty-first  Indiana) 
and  five  wounded. 

The  pilot,  John  Bellino,  had  his  leg  badly  shat- 
tered, and  died  to-day  from  the  effects  of  ampu- 
tation. Captain  Cook,  on  the  Estrella,  received 
three  shots,  and  bad  two  soldiers  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Indiana  killed  while  working  the  guns,  an*! 
one  man  badly  wounded. 

The  Diana  received  three  shots,  bat  had  no 
person  hurt  She  will  have  to  be  hauled  out,  &> 
her  stem  is  shot  away.  The  Calhoun  received 
eight  shots,  but  fortunately  they  did  no  matenal 
damage. 

Capt  Wiggins  fought  his  ship  nobly.  He  wt? 
in  such  a  position  that  he  received  all  the  fire 
from  the  artillery  on  shore,  and  at  the  same  time 
had  the  Cotten  playing  upon  him.  He,  howevrr, 
drove  the  artillery  away,  and  put  several  shos 
into  the  Cotten. 

The  whole  rebel  force  was  there,  numbering 
between  three  and  four  thousand  men,  with  (iti> 
said)  seventy  field-pieces.  It  is  reported  to-iiy 
that  we  did  them  a  great  deal  of  damage,  and  tlu: 
the  Cotten  is  sunk.  They  had  thrown  up  a  iuij*i 
fort  on  this  side,  but  evacuated  it  on  our  arrinl 
An  attempt  was  made  to  remove  the  obstrucli4>rl^ 
but  without  success ;  but  1  think  that  when  dt^i. 
Weitzel  arrives,  so  as  to  afford  protection  fnm 
the  sharp-shooters  on  the  banks,  we  can  do  >n. 

The  enemy  destroyed  about  one  thousand  h<>?v 
heads  sugar,  a  lot  of  molasses,  and  also  burnt 
ninety-eight  cars  and  steam-engines. 

The  Cotten  is  iron-cased,  and  did  some  extvl- 
lent  shooting.  She  mounts  one  long  thirty-(K(h 
pounder,  four  twenty-four-pounders,  and  two  >i v 
pounders,  rifled  guns.  The  iron  casing  on  th( 
kinsman  and  Diana  turned  the  shot  beautif'i)<jr. 

Capt.  McLoefflin,  who  was  on  board  of  the  iV 
houn,  with  his  company,  went  ashore  with  Ir^ 
men  and  tried  to  get  opposite  the  Gotten,  but  \^^ 
fore  he  got  up  to  her  she  had  left  If  she  ha> : 
been  sunk  we  will  get  her  yet 

November  5. — Lieutenant  Buchanan  has  ju 
returned  from  another  trip  up  the  Teche,  with 
Estrella.     He  had  three  men  killed  by  a  ^b 
The  Cotten  was  there.     They  had  a  Itatten  • 
each  bank,  but  he  succeeded  in  driving  them 
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cS.  I  think  the  Gotten  is  casematedf  as  our  shell 
glanced  ofL  She  was  on  fire  once.  We  could 
pUinlj  see  our  shot  strike  her,  but  she  fights 
bows  on. 


Doc.  2a 


BATTLE    OF   NASHVILLE,   TENN. 

REPORT  Of  GRMERAL'MBOLET. 

HtADQCABTSBS  UhITSD  StaTRS  F(«CB9,       t 

Cakp  MAflBTUXM,  Tehx.,  November  6, 1S62.  f 

Sm:  This  morning  at  two  o'clock  Forrest's 
rtM  c&v&Iiy,  numbering  about  three  thousand, 
with  artillery,  made  an  attack  on  our  picket-line 
on  the  south,  between  the  Franklin  and  Lebanon 
|Nkf<:.  The  picket-line  on  the  Murfreesboro  road 
^ually  withdrew,  with  the  purpose  of  bringing 
the  enemy  under  the  guns  of  Fort  Negley,  two 
'>f  which  were  opened  upon  the  enemy,  and  speedi- 
ij  drore  him  beyond  the  range. 

Almost  simultaneously  with  the  attack  on  the 
Sixikh,  John  Morgan's  forces,  twenty-five  hundred 
^^n<r,  with  a  piece  of  artillery,  made  a  dash  on 
0<L  Smith's  command  on  the  north  side  of  the 
nrer.  with  the  evident  intention  of  destroying  the 
railmod  and  pontoon-bridges.  After  a  sharp  con- 
■«^  in  which  several  companies  of  Illinois  troops 
behired  with  great  gallantry,  Morgan  was  re- 
pulsed, learing  a  stand  of  regimental  colors  in  our 
luod;^  five  killed,  and  nineteen  wounded.  He 
then  burnt  an  old  railroad  building  in  Edgefield, 
and  retreated  to  Gkllatin. 

Finding  the  enemy  on  the  south  taking  a  posi- 
iwn  beyond  our  picket-lines,  CoL  Roberts,  with 
two  regiments  of  infantry  and  one  section  of  ar- 
^^'ler)'.  was  ordered  to  advance  on  the  Murfrees- 
W>roa(i,  while  I  took  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  in- 
^trr,  with  parts  of  the  Seventy-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania, Fourteenth  Michigan,  Colonel  Stokes^s  and 
VTynko^p'g  cavalry,  and  two  sections  of  artillery, 
niimbering  in  all  about  one  thousand  four  hun- 
<^  and  pursued  .that  portion  of  the  enemy  on 
the  Franklin  pike.  They  were  speedily  driven 
frr.ni  e?ery  position  by  our  artillery,  until  we 
niched  a  distance  of  seven  miles  th>m  the  city. 
Col  Jjtnkes^s  cavalry  was  here  ordered  to  chaise 
Gj*»n  the  enemy's  rear,  and  then  retreat  with  the 
^w  of  bringing  him  to  a  stand.  But  the  main 
Mv  of  the  en^my,  with  their  artillery,  had  sud- 
'^iy  turned  into  a  lane  to  the  left ;  while  our 
^vilry,  in  the  excitement  of  the  chase,  pursued 
1  snull  portion  of  the  enemy  within  five  miles  of 
Frinklin,  capturing  some  prisoners,  killing  sev- 
^  and  taking  a  drove  of  cattle.  Previous  to 
theretam  of  Stokes*fl  cavalry  the  enemy  appeared 
^  ci>n<iderable  force  upon  our  left,  in  front,  and 
^r.  with  the  evident  intention  of  cutting  off  the 
cavalry  and  our  retreat 

The  infantry  and  artillery  were  immediately 
^•5^^  forward  a  mile  to  the  support  of  our  cav- 
3>n\  wliich  was  ordered  to  rejoin  the  column  im- 
astutely. 

^Vn  receiving  intelligence  from  my  videttes 
that  the  enemy  were  in  force  a  mile  to  our  rear, 
masking  a  battery  close  to  the  road,  the  head  of 


our  column  was  immediately  faced  to  the  rear 
and  hastened  forward  to  the  position  occupied  by 
the  enemy,  fortunately  getting  our  artillery  into 
position  and  action,  forcing  the  enemy  to  retire, 
which  he  did  in  great  confusion  and  with  con- 
siderable loss ;  after  which  he  succeeded  in  get- 
ting his  artillery  into  position,  and  a  brisk  firing 
ensued  for  about  half  an  hour,  during  which  time 
our  forces  had  to  be  frequently  shifted  to  avoid 
their  range. 

Ascertaining  that  the  enemy  greatly  outnum- 
bered our  forces,  and  were  aiming  to  make  a  charge 
on  both  our  flanks,  the  troops  were  slowly  retired 
upon  favorable  grounds  toward  the  city ;  at  the 
same  time  the  cavalry  were  so  disposed  as  to 
divert  the  coming  charge  of  the  enemy  on  our 
rear,  and  lead  them  upon  the  Fourteenth  Michi- 
gan in&ntry.  The  object  succeeded  admirably, 
an  entire  regiment  of  cavalry  making  the  charge, 
receiving  a  fire  so  destructive  as  to  drive  them 
back  in  great  disorder.  The  enemy  then  planted 
several  guns  on  the  turnpike,  which  were  driven 
oft*  before  they  could  load  their  pieces. 

Our  forces  were  retired  in  good  order  toward 
the  city,  the  enemy  making  one  more  attempt  to 
get  in  our  rear  nearer  the  city,  but  were  imme- 
diately driven  off  by  a  regiment  of  infantry  and 
a  section  of  artillery  which  had  been  ordered  for- 
ward as  a  reserve. 

The  concerted  plans  of  the  enemy,  who  had 
Hanson's  brigade  of  four  Kentucky  regiments 
and  two  Tennessee  regiments  of  infantry  and  five 
batteries  of  artillery,  were  defeated,  and  our  troops 
enabled  to  give  additional  proof  of  their  efficiency 
and  valor. 

As  we  did  not  reoccupy  the  field  of  action,  the 
enemy's  total  loss  is  unknown,  but  is  represented 
by  prisoners  to  have  been  large.  Twenty-three 
prisoners  were  captured,  including  two  captains 
of  Morgan's  artillery.  Our  casualties  of  the  day 
were killed,  twenty-six  wounded,  and  nine- 
teen missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  obedient  servant,         J  as.  S.  Neglet, 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Commanding. 

To  Lieut.-CoL  Ducat, 

Chief  of  Statt 

PHILADELPHIA  "PRESS"  AOOOUNT. 

Nashtillk,  Tkh!!.,  Not.  6, 1898.. 

The  rebels  have  at  last  made  a  demonstration 
upon  this  citv.  For  the  past  three  or  four  days 
the  secessionists  here  have  been  exceedingly  hila- 
rious, and  some  of  the  more  bold  of  that  class 
have  made  bets  that  Nashville  would  fall  before 
the  arrival  of  Rosecrans.  I  heard  a  man  say,  on 
Sunday  night  last,  that  the  immense  railroad 
bridge  which  spans  the  Cumberland  would  suffer 
the  same  fate  that  the  same  structure  did  in  Feb- 
ruanr,  before  another  Sabbath  came  around. 

We  ar^  so  used  to  rebel  bombast,  however,  that 
as  fiar  as  I  am  concerned  no  serious  attention  was 
paid  to  the  stereotyped  rumors. 

But,  notwithstanding,  a  hona-flde  attack  was 
made  upon  us  yesterday  morning.  About  two 
o'clock  A.M.,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  upon  the 
Murfreesboro,  Franklin,  and  Nolinsville  pikes,  and 
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more  or  less  sktmiishing  ensued,  until  our  men 
arrived  under  cover  of  our  forts. 

Hardly  had  they  effected  their  escape,  when 
the  enemy  brought  out  two  twelve-pounders  upon 
the  Murfreesboro  pike,  in  full  view  of  our  gun- 
ners upon  St  Cloud  Hill,  and  commenced  firing 
away,  the  first  shot  striking  at  a  distance  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  firom  the  base  of  the  elevation. 

At  the  same  time,  two  guns,  which  were  not 
visible,  opened  upon  us  from  the  Franklin  pike. 
The  guns  upon  the  Murfreesboro.  road,  after  the 
first  two  shots,  directed  their  fire  toward  General 
Palmer's  camp,  occasionally  kicking  up  quite  a 
dust  within  musket-shot  of  the  Qeneral's  head- 
quarters. 

Finding  that  they  could  accomplish  nothing  in 
that  location,  and  fearing  to  advance  closer,  the 
rebels  directed  their  fire  toward  Mr.  John  Trim- 
ble's residence ;  and,  after  several  shots,  succeed- 
ed in  unroofing  the  smoke-house  upon  his  grounds, 
and  producing  quite  a  commotion  among  his  stock 
and  negroes. 

•  Simultaneously  with  these  demonstrations  of 
the  rebels  upon  the  pike  leading  firom  South- 
Nashville,  Morgan,  at  the  head  of  about  two 
thousand  five  hundred  cavalry,  came  dashing 
down  the  Gallatin  pike,  and  through  £dgefiel<^ 
capturing  all  of  our  pickets  across  the  river,  con- 
sisting of  companies  D,  F,  and  G  of  the  Fifty-first 
Illinois  regiment,  and  sending  them  to  the  rear. 
It  was  the  intention  of  Morgan,  no  doubt,  to  de- 
stroy the  railroad  bridge,  at  least,  thinking  that 
our  attention  was  wholly  absorbed  by  the  events 
which  were  transpiring  in  South-Nashville.  But| 
before  the  rebels  arrived  within  gunshot.  Colonel 
Smith's  regiment,  which  is  encamped  in  Edgefield, 
was  in  Une  of  battle,  most  of  his  tnen  having  but 
little  clothing  on.  Morgan,  however,  persisted  in 
his  attempt  to  obtain  possession  of  the  bridge^ 
Seeing  this,  CoL  Smith  ordered  his  men  to  fire, 
an  act  which  was  quickly  returned  by  the  rebels, 
a  portion  of  whom  dismounted,  and  assisted  in 
placing  a  howitzer  in  position,  which  had  just  ar- 
rived. At  this  juncture.  Colonel  Wood,  with  his 
regiment,  arrived,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle, 
and  Lieut.  Beech,  who  has  charge  of  the  guns 
near  the  bridge  upon  this  side  of  the  river,  brought 
his  pieces  to  bear  upon  Morgan,  who,  perceiving 
it,  beat  a  retreat,  leaving  six  killed  and  nineteen 
wounded.  Our  loss  was  one  killed  and  eleven 
wounded — two  severelv.  Lieut  Frazer,  of  com- 
pany F,  Fifty-first  IlUnois,  lost  his  right  arm. 
Morgan  destroyed  an  old  building  near  the  Edge- 
field dep6t,  and  several  broken-down  cars  which 
were  standing  upon  the  track,  as  an  evidence^  I 
suppose,  that  he  had  been  around.  ^ 

During  all  this  time,  the  rebels  upon  the  South- 
em  pikes  were  still  firing  at  our  forts,  but  as  vet 
had  been  unanswered.  Gen.  Negley  hoping  tnat 
the  artillery,  with  adequate  support,  might  be  in- 
duced to  advance.  After  a  reasonable  time,  how- 
ever, he  gave  Capt  White  orders  to  discharge  a 
few  shells  in  that  direction  from  his  thirty-two- 
pounders,  and  almost  immediately  three  of  the 
Rodman  guns  opened,  and  at  the  fourth  fire  dis- 
mounted one  of  the  enemy's  pieces,  the  other 


being  taken  to  the  woods.  The  guns  were  then 
turned  in  the  direction  of  the  Franklin  pike,  and 
quite  a  brisk  cannonading  took  place  betirc«D 
the  rebels  at  that  and  the  guns  of  Fort  Negley. 
By  this  time  General  Palmer  advanced  about  a 
mile  upon  the  Murfi-eesboro  pike,  with  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
aft»r  forming  his  column  into  line  of  lattle,  com- 
menced shelling  the  woods  upon  both  sides  of 
the  road,  and  advanced  slowly  up  the  pike, 
marching  a  regiment  upon  each  side  of  the  road, 
CoL  Wood  taking  the  left  and  advance.  This 
was  the  last  I  saw  of  the  doings  in  that  direction, 
as  General  Negley  ordered  three  regiments  of  in- 
fantry—  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  Colonel  Cassilly; 
Fourteenth  Michigan,  Col  Wood,  and  the  Seven- 
ty-eighth Pennsylvania,  Col.  Sirwcll—  Stokes's 
cavalry,  Seventh  Pennsylvania  cavadry,  Colonel 
Wynkoop,  and  portions  of  two  batteries  of  artil- 
lery,  under  Capts.  Houghtaling  and  Marshall,  the 
General  taking  command  in  person.  The  whole 
force  moved  with  alacrity  upon  the  pike  towvd 
Franklin ;  the  batteries  shelling  the  woods  upon 
both  sides  of  the  line  of  marc^  CoL  Wynkoops 
battalion  acting  as  skirmishers. 

After  proceeding  about  two  miles  the  Genenl 
ordered  two  pieces  of  ivrtillery  to  be  placed  upoa 
a  hill  of  fine  command,  and  masked.  As  no  ea^ 
my  was  seen,  they  were  subsequently  removed, 
and  shortly  afterward  arrived  with  the  column. 

About  ^VQ  miles  from  the  city  is  the  residence 
of  Mr.  John  Overton,  a  wealthy  rebel,  who,  in  ft 
speech  delivered  in  this  city  a  year  ago  last  Juoti, 
said  he  was  worth  five  millions  of  dollars,  all  of 
which  should  be  sacrificed  in  the  establishment 
of  a  Southern  Confederacy.  As  tlie  column  ftp- 
preached  the  house  of  this  rebel  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy*s  cavalry  were  seen  resting  upon  a  bill 
a  short  distance  of(  who  were  charged  by  Stoke?*^ 
cavalry.  CoL  Stokes  was  absent  about  an  hour, 
during  which  time  the  main  body  moved  slottly 
and  rested  at  intervals,  making  a  final  halt  about 
eight  miles  from  the  city,  when  they  were  soon 
joined  by  Stokes,  who  had  captured  eleven  pn* 
Boners  and  ninety  head  of  cattle. 

Gen.  Negley  immediately  gave  orders  to  return, 
Stokcs^s  cavalry  taking  the  right,  and  CoL  C^ 
silly  the  rear. 

We  had  proceeded  but  a  short  distance  when 
an  orderly  dashed  among  the  General*  s  staff-offi- 
cers, informing  N^ley  that  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  were  about  a  mile  distant,  on  our  rigbt 
and  front,  resting  in  a  ravine. 

The  whole  body  moved  at  double-quick,,and  in 
a  moment  the  entire  fence  upon  tlie  right,  for  ft 
quarter  of  a  mile,  came  down  with  a  crash,  by 
the  Fourteenth  Michigan.  Marsbairs  battery 
got  a  position  first,  but  as  the  view  was  obstruct- 
ed by  a  dense  dump  of  trees,  it  was  limbered  up 
and  moved  to  a  bettoir  location.  In  the  mean 
time  CoL  Sirwell  skirmished  to  the  ri^^ht,  and  re- 
ceived a  volley  from  the  enemy,  but  not  until 
Iloughtaling^s  battery  had  thrown  'four  shells,  the 
first  piece  being  discharged  exactly  seven  minuted 
after  the  General  received  the  news  of  the  rebel 
situation.    But  a  few  moments  elapsed  before  tbd 
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Word  guns,  which  did  such  good  sorrice  at  Shi- 
loh,  und^  Captain  Marshall,  got  to  work,  and 
both  batteries  threw  at  least  forty  shells  before 
tbe  enemy  made  any  artillery  demonstration ;  but 
when  they  got  at  it  they  worked  lively,  throwing 
solid  shot,  which  fell  fast  among  our  men,  caus- 
ii^  many  ahead  to  dodge  as  they  went  whirling, 
whizzing,  cracking,  and  humming  through  the 
lir.  They  threw  solid  shot  mostly,  their  design 
beii^  to  dismount  our  guns,  knowing  that  our 
defences  in  the  city  would  be  injured  by  the  loss 
of  eren  one  gun. 

The  cannonading  was  yery  brisk  for  about  an 
boar.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  the  rebels 
threw  a  few  shells,  one  of  which  burst  over  a  tree 
b  front  of  where  the  General  and  his  stafif  were 
standing,  fragments  of  which  dropped  among  the 
partj,  one  piece  tearing  a  hole  in  the  General's 
P^^  and  another  piece  actually  taking  off  a 
^ouIde^strap  from  the  coat  of  one  of  his  staff- 
oSceri 

Daring  the  firing  GoL  Wynkoop*s  men  acted 
as  skirmishers  upon  the  left,  their  experience  all 
orer  tbe  State  making  them  proficient  in  that 
cridcal  duty. 

CoL  Stokes's  whole  force  occupied  a  position 
ftt^n^  a  field,  about  a  sixth  of  a  mile  in  the  rear 
of  oar  batteries ;  Colonel  Sirwell's  regiment  skir- 
mished upon  the  right,  while  the  Sixty-ninth 
Ohio  supported  Capt  Marshall's  guns,  and  the 
Foarteenth  Michigan  the  battery  of  Capt.  Hough- 
^Hog.  Although  the  enemy's  shots  were  rather 
diatastefol,  as  far  as  I  saw,  every  body  behaved 
well 

I  saw  Greneral  Negley,  and  conversed  with  him 
s^reral  times  during  the  fight,  and  he  expressed 
his  delight  and  satisfaction  at  the  behavior  of  his 
^Jops,  speaking  very  highly  of  the  captains  of  the 
^0  batteries,  upon  the  manner  in  which  they 
cbanged  positions. 

The  Teteran  Colonel  Wynkoop  has  got  used 
to  tbe  roaring  of  gunpowder,  and  exhibited  the 
coolness  whi(£  is  his  second  nature.  I  saw  a  ball 
strike  about  five  yards  in  front  of  him,  ricochet, 
^d  pass  over  his  head,  Icavuig  dust  on  his  cap. 

Ci>L  Cassilly,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Ohio,  and  his 
^'Jtant,  (Boynton,)  formerly  an  actor  attached 
to  the  Boston  theatre,  behaved  excellently. 

At  least  a  dozen  balls  struck  in  front  of  Stokes*s 
«^*hy,  some  bounding  over  them,  and  others 
^^Iling  nnder  the  legs  of  their  horses,  but  no 
can  left  his  position  or  exhibited  perceptible  un- 
easiness. 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  and  the  progress 
w  the  battle  showed  conclusively  that  the  rebels 
vere  iq  large  force,  and  had  at  least  twice  the 
number  of  guns  we  had.  The  general  shifted  his 
portion,  aftisr  an  hour's  fighting,  every  five  min- 
otes.  fighting  his  way  till  under  cover  of  our  forti- 
fiations,  when  the  enemy  retired. 

AH  of  oar  first  half-dozen  shells  exploded  in 
|be  mid^t  of  the  enemy,  and  their  loss  must  have 
^a  at  least  two  hundred  killed  and  wounded, 
Our  prisoners  say  twenty-five  or  thirty  were 
*^led  ud  wounded  at  our  first  fire,  which  took 
ibem  unawares.    We  lost  three  killed,  eleven 

You  VL— Doc.  12 


wounded,  none  missing,  and  took  upwards  of  a 
hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  seven  officers. 

B.  C.  T. 


Doc.  29. 


FIGHT  AT  BARBEES  CROSS  ROADS,  VA. 

A  C0RRESP0!a)ENT  writing  from  the  Barbees 
Cross-Roads,  near  Chester  Gap;  under  date  of 
November  fifth,  says : 

At  Linden  Stuart  was  Joined  by  three  thousand 
fresh  cavalry,  which  came  through  firom  Edge- 
ville,  and  by  Hampton's  brigade,  which  fell  back 
after  engaging  AverilL 

This  morning  Gen.  Pleasanton  led  the  advance 
again,  Averill  following  in  the  rear.  He  pushed 
on  from  Piedmont,  passed  Markham,  and  on  here 
to  Barbees  Cross-Roads,  near  Chester  Gap,  where 
he  had  a  very  exciting  skumish  with  the  enemy. 
Stuart's  command  bivouacked  in  this  vicinity 
last  night,  and  from  the  preparations  visible  in 
the  fields  —  as,  for  instance,  the  fact  of  fences 
having  been  carefully  pulled  down,  and  from  the 
statements  of  some  of  the  residents — it  is  evident 
that  this  place  was  selected  by  him  for  a  fight  to- 
day. Stuart  and  Hampton  both  slept  last  night 
in  the  house  in  which  Pleasanton  has  his  head- 
quarters this  evening.  Stuart  had  made  his  ar- 
rangements and  awaited  our  advance.  The  posi- 
tion is  a  magnificent  one  for  a  fight  The  Blue 
Ridge,  varied  at  this  point  with  peaks  and  notches 
and  the  rich  autumnal  foliage,  runs  along  close  to 
the  right  Approaching  the  position,  a  little  hol- 
low intervenes  between  the  base  of  the  mountain 
and  a  smooth  cleared  hill  which  rises  from  the 
right,  and  forms  part  of  the  high  ground,  inter- 
spersed with  fields  and  woods  that  stretch  away  > 
on  the  left  towards  Warrenton,  while  in  front  a 
small  belt  of  wood  is  seen,  and  the  hill  slopes 
down  into  a  basin,  with  the  bottom  of  rolling 
land,  where  the  road  leading  to  Chester  Gap  runs 
off  to  the  right  It  was  on  this  cleared  hill  the 
rebel  guns  were  planted. 

As  our  cavalry  came  in  sight  the  enemy  opened 
on  them.  General  Pleasanton,  at  the  head  of  the 
column,  speedily  made  his  dispositions  for  the 
fight  Colonel  Gregg,  with  the  Eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  the  Sixth  regulars.  Captain  Sanders 
commanding,  were  sent  away  to  the  left  Colo- 
nel Davis,  of  the  Ei^th  New-Tork,  went  to  the 
right,  and  Colonel  Famsworth,  with  the  Third 
Dhnois,  and  the  Third  Indiana,  Major  Chapman 
commanding,  operated  on  the  centre.  Penning- 
ton's battery  was  placed  in  position  by  sections, 
and,  after  the  rebel  guns  had  been  driven  from 
the  hill,  Lieut  Pennington  himself  commanded 
the  section  in  a  field  to  the  right,  Lieut  Chapin 
the  one  on  the  hill,  in  the  cenixe,  and  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  that  on  the  high  ground  to  the  left 

This  was  the  position  of  the  brigade  when  one 
of  the  most  magnificent  cavalry  engagements  of 
the  whole  war  took  place.  Mounted  and  dis- 
mounted men  were  deployed  in  firont  as  skir- 
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mishers  on  the  right,  left)  and  centre.  General 
Pleasanton,  with  Us  aida,  and  a  number  of  other 
officers,  including  Captain  Custer,  of  McClellan^s 
staff,  were  on  the  hill,  close  by  Lieut  Chapin^s 
section.  At  that  moment  columns  of  rebel  caval- 
ry came  sweeping  down  the  roads  to  the  right 
and  left,  and  formed  in  the  fields,  while  other 
forces  were  already  formed,  hidden  from  our  view 
behind  a  number  of  knolls.  "  General,  they  are 
making  preparations  to  charge  upon  us.**  "  Very 
well,''  he  said,  *^  let  them  come  on ;  we  are  pre- 
pared to  meet  them  on  any  ground  they  choose.'* 
The  interest  of  every  one  was  instantly  awakened 
to  the  highest  point,  and  the  blood  coursed  quick- 
ly through  all  our  veins. 

A  rebel  regiment  was  soon  seen  rising  from  a 
hollow.  Up  it  rose,  and  in  a  moment  appeared 
in  full  view  to  the  right,  on  the  knoll  behind 
which  it  had  been  concealed ;  instantly,  as  if  in 
obedience  to  the  flourish  of  a  magician's  wand, 
thousands  of  swords  and  sabres  flashed  in  the 
sunlight  as  they  were  unsheathed.  **  Ah  I  oh  1 
there  they  are  at  close  artillery  range — ^now  give 
it  to  them,  boys  I  **  and  officers  dashed  about  the 
hill,  flourishing  their  swords  and  cheering  to  the 
utmost  limits  of  their  voices.  General  Pleasanton 
himself  who  natiually  displays  an  enthusiastic 
temperament  when  it  is  aroused,  flourished  his 
Bword  and  inspired  increased  enthusiasm  in  every 
one  around.  "Ah!  there  they  are,  the  rascals; 
now  give  it  to  them  with  your  guns.*'  The  ar- 
tillerists appreciated  the  inspiring  scene,  pointed 
their  pieces  at  the  rebel  rc^ment,  and  out  flew 
case-shot  and  shell  The  fire  of  the  six  pieces 
was  concentrated  on  them,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  rebel  artillery,  at  short-range,  was  pour- 
ing shot  and  shell  at  us,  and  deadly  missiles  of 
different  descriptions  were  flying  and  falling  in 
all  directions  about  the  hill. 

Under  our  artillery-fire  the  North-Carolinians 
halted  in  the  field,  and  paused  a  moment  to  form 
the  regiment  in  solid  column  previous  to  the 
grand  assault.  Colonel  Davis  had  taken  his  re- 
giment on  the  right,  and  placing  two  squadrons 
in  a  hollow,  concealed  from  sight,  had  dismount- 
ed one  squadron  and  placed  the  men  behind  a 
stone  wall,  where  there  was  a  small  detachment 
of  the  Sixth  regulars,  which  had  worked  round 
from  left  to  right,  while  he  deployed  the  other 
-squadron  as  skirmishers  near  a  piece  of  woods. 
<Captain  Houston  led  the  charge  of  the  North- 
•Carolina  regiment.  It  appears  from  his  own 
statement,  for  he  is  our  prisoner,  that  he  obeyed 
liis  orders,  but  charged  against  his  judgment 
But  when  he  halted  to  form  his  regiment,  seeing 
the  squadron  deployed,  he  shout^  "  Only  one 
sguadron,**  and  then  gave  the  command  to  charge, 
mth  a  fearful  yell  me  rebels  in  a  solid  column, 
with  sabres  flourishing,  and  pistols  and  carbines 
•cocked,  dashed  at  the  squadron  of  Col.  Davis*s 
regiment,  expecting  its  speedy  annihilation. 

The  squadron  ntllied  in  a  moment  Colonel 
Davis,  who  was  watching  the  operations  of  the 
rebels  from  the  knoll,  behind  which  his  two 
squadrons  were  formed,  dashed  into  the  hollow, 
and,  bringing  them  around  to  the  right,  first 


awaited  the  assault  for  a  moment  At  the  same 
instant  the  dismounted  men  from  behind  the  wall, 
and  the  rallied  skirmishers  on  the  left,  opened 
fire  as  the  North-Carolinians  came  near.  Then 
Colonel  Davis,  with  his  two  squadrons,  dashed 
at  them.  Sabres  glistened,  carbines  cracked,  our 
men  rent  the  air  with  cheers.  The  rebel  regi- 
ment, in  a  solid  body  still,  but  more  scattered 
than  at  first,  wheeled  about  and  fled  away  as  fast 
as  their  horses  could  cany  them,  and  screaming 
like  a  troop  of  wild  Indians,  Colonel  Davis,  with 
his  squadrons,  chasing  them,  and  shoutii^  and 
cheering  as  they  went  It  was  the  most  cxdtin? 
scene  that  has  been  witnessed  since  the  com 
menoement  of  the  war.  From  the  hill  in  the 
centre  we  distinctly  saw  the  movements  of  every 
man.  Several  horses  and  men  were  soon  seen 
falling  on  the  field,  the  rebels  still  flying  off  and 
our  men  still  closely  pursuing  them.  ^^Awar 
they  go.  They*re  off.  They*re  off  Now  giVe 
it  to  them  again,  boys,  as  they  go,*'  and  the  artil- 
lery poured  a  fresh  fire  into  tliem  as  they  fled 

Colonel  Davis  pursued  them  across  the  fieli 
until  he  came  within  sight  of  another  rebel  regi- 
ment which  had  been  ordered  to  support  theca. 
when,  his  command  being  so  small,  he  prudenilv 
gave  up  the  chase  and  retired  to  his  original  p> 
sition.  He  re-formed  his  squadron  b^nd  tht 
belt  of  woods,  and  the  Third  Indiana  was  imIQ^ 
diately  sent  down  to  his  support,  in  case  tlie 
other  rebel  regiment  should  dash  out,  as  was  Air 
a  time  anticipated.  He  took  sixteen  prisoners, 
including  the  leader  of  the  charge.  A  lai^e  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  were  killed  and  wounded,  mo-^i 
of  whom  are  in  our  hands.  Our  loss  in  the  chxr^ 
was  about  half  a  dozen  wounded ;  one  has  ani.e 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  fearful  sabre-cut  in  the 
head.     Colonel  Davis  had  his  own  horse  shot 

YHiile  this  brilliant  cavalry  encounter  was  tak- 
ing place  on  the  right.  Colonel  Gr^g,  with  the 
Eighth  Pennsylvania,  and  Captain  Sanders,  with 
the  Sixth  r^ulars,  were  briskly  engaged  with  the 
enemy  on  the  left,  and  Colonel  Fkmsworth,  with 
the  Eighth  Illinois,  charged  down  the  Warrentcn 
road  on  a  body  of  rebel  cavalij  beyond;  bat 
when  he  had  proceeded  a  few  hundred  yards  hL* 
command  was  brought  to  a  halt  by  the  road  bein^ 
barricaded.  The  rebels  stationed  behind  opened 
fire,  and  a  skirmish  ensued,  during  which  a  ftw 
of  his  men  were  wounded.  The  Third  Indiana 
then  went  down  the  road  to  the  right,  under  a 
sharp  artillery-fibre,  while  Colonel  Davis  worked 
around  on  the  other  side  of  the  belt  of  wo^^ 
A  rebel  force,  drawn  up  at  the  base  of  a  pictur* 
esque  elevation,  called  Oventop  Mountain,  then 
moved  off,  and  after  a  little  more  slight  skirmish- 
ing the  enemy  fied  in  hot  haste  toward  Chester 
Gap,  in  the  mountain. 

Among  the  prisoners  taken  by  Colonel  Grecg 
on  the  left  was  Lieut  Taliaferro,  Adjutant  of  the 
Ninth  Virginia  regiment,  a  personal  friend  of  th^ 
Colonel,  and  several  other  officers.  He  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  both  legs,  one  of  which  has 
been  amputated.  Immediately  after  these  bril- 
liant encounters,  General  Pleasanton  pushed  & 
body  of  cavalry  down  to  Sandy  Ho€k  near  the 
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moath  of  the  g&p,  and  ascertained  that  Stuart 
Mssed  down  to  either  Flint  Hill  or  Warrenton. 
roar  guns,  supported  by  infantry,  were  found  in 
position  in  the  gi^  It  was  also  ascertained  that 
LoDgstreet,  with  his  corps,  passed  Flint  Hill  on 
Thursday  last  on  his  way  to  Culpeper,  and  that 
one  of  the  Hills,  with  his  command,  was  to  hare 
passed  to-day  from  Front  Royal. 


Doc.  80. 

GENERAL   McCLELLAN'S    FAREWELL. 

The  following  farewell  address  was  read  to  the 
forces  composing  the  army  of  the  Potomac : 

HBADquAKTEM  AuiT  or  m  Potomac,     ) 
Camt  vkak  RacTOKTomi,  November  7,  IStt.  ) 

OJUcin  and  8oldier$  of  the  Army  of  the  PoUh 

Aa  order  of  the  President  deyolves  upon  Major- 
General  Bumside  the  command  of  this  army.  In 
parting  from  you  I  cannot  express  the  love  and 
^T^titode  I  hear  you.  As  an  army  you  have 
ijown  op  under  my^  care.  In  you  I  have  never 
(bund  doubt  or  coldness.  The  battles  you  have 
foazht  under  my  connmand  will  proudly  live  in  our 
nation's  history.  The  glory  you  have  achieved, 
oir  matual  perils  and  fatigues,  the  graves  of  our 
comrades  fallen  in  battle  and  by  disease,  the 
l'n)ken  forms  of  those  whom  wounds  and  sick- 
ne>:$  have  disabled — the  strongest  associations 
]T:iich  can  exist  among  men — unite  us  still  by  an 
bik«iolublc  tie.  ^e  shall  ever  be  comrades  in 
supporting  the  constitution  of  our  country  and 
li^e  Datioiulity  of  its  people. 

Gbo.  B.  McClellan, 

l(^tor-0«nerftl  U.&A. 

Doc  81. 
DAHLGREN'S   RECONNOISSANCE 

nnt>  rXEDEBICKSBURGH,  VA.,  NOV.  9. 


BiADOTiRiM  BLSTBimi  Ootrs,  AxMT  ow  m  Potomac,  ) 
Oadibitilli,  Va.,  November  10.     ) 

^'JJ^'Qfneral  F.  Sigel,  eommanding  Eleventh 

Amy  Gorpe: 

'tejteral :  Agreeably  to  your  orders,  I  started 
^m  Gainesville  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth 
in^Unt,  to  Fredericksburgh,  to  ascertain  the  force 
^^  the  enemy  at  that  place,  and  then  to  examine 
>^^  Acquia  Creek  and  Fredericksburgh  Railroad 
en  the  return.  I  left  Gainesville  vrith  sixty  men 
'•f  the  First  Indiana  cavalry — Gen.  SigeVs  body- 
wwd'-and  went  to  Bristow  Station  to  obtam 
tn  additional  force  of  one  hundred  men  from  the 
^ixth  Ohio  cavalry ;  but,  finding  they  had  moved 
to  CttletCs  SUtion,  I  went  to  that  point,  where 
^t  found  them.  After  a  slight  delay  in  prepar- 
:ce.  we  moved  and  travelled  all  nighty  stopping 
w|ce,  an  hour  or  so,  to  feed  and  water  our  horses, 
ne  arrived  at  Fredericksburgh  at  half-past  seven 
^K.  Although  our  object  was  to  be  there  before 
flight,  it  was  impossible  to  do  so,  the  distance 
^^  too  great,  and  the  roads  and  weather  un- 


favorable. At  Fredericksburgh  I  found  the  river 
too  high  to  ford  at  the  regular  fording-places,  and 
not  wishing  to  expose  my  men  by  crossing  them 

in  small  detachments  in  a  ferry-boat,  I  sent ^ 

your  scout,  to  find  some  place  where  we  could 
cross,  which  he  soon  discovered  above  the  bridge 
among  the  rocks,  to  all  appearances  impassable, 
but  at  which  place  we  managed  to  cross— one 
man  at  a  time.  My  intention  was  to  send  the 
first  Indiana  cavalry  through  the  town,  while  the 
Sixth  Ohio  would  guard  the  crossing-place  and 
secure  the  retreat  After  crossing  with  the  In- 
diana cavaliy,  under  Capt  Sharra,  I  could  plain- 
ly see  the  rebels  gathering  together  in  great  haste 
to  meet  us,  and  not  wishing  to  give  them  time  to 
collect,  started  after  them  before  the  Sixth  Ohio 
were  over,  leaving  directions  for  them,  and  sup- 
posing that  they  would  be  over  by  Uie  time  T 
would  fall  back,  if  necessary.  We  found  the  city 
full  of  soldiers,  who  were  almost  entirely  sur- 
prised, and  made  many  prisoners,  whom  we  sent 
to  the  ford,  where  I  supposed  the  Sixth  Ohio  to  be. 
It  being  nearly  a  mile  from  Falmouth  through 
Fredericksburgh,  and  not  wishing  to  run  my 
horses  so  far,  I  sent  Lieut  Garr,  with  a  detach- 
ment ahead,  to  dash  through  the  town  and  see 
where  the  enemy  were  concentrated.  Lieut  Garr 
gallantly  drove  several  detachments  before  him 
until  they  reached  the  main  body.  Having  now 
found  where  the  enemy  were  posted,  I  ordered 
Capt  Sharra  to  drive  them  away,  which  he  did 
in  the  most  effectual  and  gallant  manner,  charg- 
ing a  much  larger  force,  and  driving  them  wher- 
ever they  stood.  The  fighting  was  of  the  most 
desperate  nature,  our  men  using  their  sabres,  and 
the  enemy  in  several  instances  clubbing  our  men 
with  their  carbines.  While  the  fight  was  going 
on,  it  was  reported  to  me  that  the  enemy  had 
possession  of  the  ford,  the  Sixth  Ohio  not  having 
crossed  to  hold  it  On  hearing  this,  I  ordered 
our  men  to  fall  back,  and  after  a  few  moments' 
consultation  with  Capt  Sharra,  decided  to  force 
a  passage,  hut  upon  reaching  the  ford  I  found 
they  had  also  left,  not  wishing  to  stand  another 
charga  After  seeing  the  command  all  over  and 
on  the  road  home,  I  started  with  twelve  men  for 
Acquia  Creek  to  examine  the  railroad  to  that 
point,  which  we  found  in  tolerable  condition,  ex- 
cepting the  bridge  over  the  Potomac  and  Occahe 
Creeks^  which  we  burned.  At  Occahe  Creek  we 
captured  the  enemy's  pickets  of  four  men,  our 
surprise  having  been  so  effectually  accomplished 
that  not  one  of  the  pickets  was  aware  of  our  en- 
tering Fredericksburgh.  The  enemy's  loss  was 
considerable;  but  it  is  impossible  to  state  the 
exact  number.  I  know  of  three  being  killed,  sev- 
eral wounded,  and  thirty-nine  prisoners.  Our 
loss,  one  killed  and  four  missing.  We  also  cap- 
tured two  wagon-loads  of  gray  cloth  about  to  be 
sent  South.  The  enemy's  forces  consisted  of  five 
companies  of  the  Fifteenth  Virginia,  and  three 
companies  of  the  Ninth  Virginia. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Gen- 
eral, your  most  ohedient  servant, 

Ulric  Darlorbn, 

Oftptaln  and  Aid-de^Ounp* 
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"OARLETON'8"   DESORIFTION. 

Oadiihtillx,  November  11, 1802. 
To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Journal : 

The  charge  of  Zagonyi  at  Springfield  has  been 
made  a  theme  for  an  article  in  the  Atlantic 
Monthly.  It  was  a  desperate  exploit,  an  exhibi- 
tion of  courage,  bravery,  rashness  unparalleled, 
because  it  was  an  emergency  requiring  an  exhibi- 
tion of  such  qualities.  But  that  afiair,  although 
so  brilliant,  is  hardly  equal  to  the  charge  made 
on  Sunday  last  at  Fredericksburgh  by  a  squadron 
of  the  First  Indiana  cavalry,  commanded  by  Capt 
Dahlgren. 

I  am  sitting  in  Col.  Asboth's  tent,  at  General 
SigeUs  headquarters,  listening  to  a  plain  statement 
of  what  occurred,  narrated  by  a  modest,  unassum- 
ing sergeant     I  will  give  it  briefly. 

Gen.  Bumside  requested  Gen.  Sigel  to  make  a 
cavalry  reconnoissance  of  Fredericksburgh.  Gen- 
eral Sigel  selected  his  body-guard,  commanded  by 
Captain  Dahlgren,  with  sixty  men  of  the  First 
Indiana  cavalry  and  a  portion  of  the  Sixth  Ohio. 
It  was  no  light  task  to  ride  fbrty  miles,  keep  the 
movement  concealed  from  the  enemy,  cross  the 
river  and  dash  through  the  town,  especially  as  it 
was  known  the  rebels  occupied  it  in  force ;  it  was 
an  enterprise  calculated  to  dampen  the  ardor  of 
most  men,  but  which  was  hailed  almost  as  a 
holiday  excursion  by  the  Indianians.  They  left 
Gainesville  Saturday  morning,  took  a  circuitous 
route,  rode  till  night,  rested  awhile,  and  then 
under  the  light  of  the  full  moon  rode  rapidly  over 
the  worn-out  fields  of  the  Old  Dominion,  through 
by-roads,  intending  to  dash  into  the  town  at  day- 
break. They  arrived  opposite  the  place  at  dawn, 
and  found  to  their  chagrin  that  one  element  in 
their  calculation  had  been  omitted — the  tide. 
The  bridge  had  been  burned  when  we  evacuated 
the  place  last  summer,  and  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  wait  till  the  water  ebbed.  Concealing 
themselves  in  the  woods  they  waited  impatiently. 
Meanwhile  two  of  the  Indianians  rode  along  the 
river-bank  below  the  town  to  the  ferry.  They 
hailed  the  ferryman,  who  was  on  the  opposite 
shore,  representing  themselves  to  be  rebel  officers. 
The  fcrr3rman  pulled  to  the  northern  bank  and 
was  detained  till  he  gave  information  of  the  rebel 
force,  which  he  said  numbered  eight  companies — 
five  or  six  hundred  men  all  told. 

The  tide  ebbed  and  Captain  Dahlgren  left  his 
hiding-place  with  the  Indianians — sixty — leav- 
ing the  Ohioans  on  the  northern  shore.  They 
crossed  the  river  in  single  file  at  a  slow  walk,  the 
bottom  being  exceedingly  rocky.  Reaching  the 
opposite  shore,  he  started  at  a  slow  trot  toward 
the  town,  hoping  to  take  the  enemy  by  surprise. 
But  his  advance  had  been  discovered.  The  ene- 
my was  partly  in  saddle.  Th^re  was  a  hurrying 
to  and  fro— mounting  of  steeds  —  confusion  and 
fright  among  the  people.  The  rebel  cavalry  were 
in  every  street  Captain  Dahlgren  resolved  to 
fall  upon  them  like  a  thunderbolt  Increasing 
his  trot  to  a  gallop,  the  sixty  dauntless  men 
dashed  into  town,  cheering,  with  sabres  glittering 
in  the  son  —  riding  recklessly  upon  the  enemy, 


who  waited  but  a  moment  in  the  main  street,  th^ 
ignominiously  fled.  Having  cleared  the  main 
thoroughfare,  Captain  Dahlgren  swept  through 
a  cross-street  upon  another  squadron  with  the 
same  success.  There  was  a  trampling  of  hoofs, 
a  clattering  of  scabbards,  and  the  sharp  rioging 
cut  of  the  sabres,  the  pistol-flash — ^the  going  dovn 
of  horsemen  and  rider  —  the  gory  gashes  of  the 
sabre*stroke — a  cheering  and  hurrahing,  and 
screaming  of  frightened  women  and  chDdren— a 
short,  sharp,  decisive  contest,  and  the  town  was 
in  the  possession  of  the  gallant  men.  Once  the 
rebels  attempted  to  recover  what  they  had  lost, 
but  a  second  impetuous  charge  drove  them  back 
again,  and  Captain  Dahlgren  gathered  the  fruits 
of  the  victory,  thirty-one  prisoners,  horses,  accou- 
trements, sabres  —  held  possession  of  the  town 
for  three  hours,  and  retired,  losing  but  one  of  his 
glorious  band  killed  and  two  wounded,  leaving  a 
dozen  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wounded.  I  would 
like  to  give  the  names  <^  these  heroes  if  I  had 
them.  The  one  brave  fellow  who  lost  his  life  had 
fought  through  all  the  conflict,  but  sedng  a  lar^e 
rebel  flag  waving  from  a  building,  he  secured  it, 
wrapped  it  around  his  body,  and  was  returning 
to  his  command,  when  a  fiitaJ  shot  was  fired  from 
a  window,  probably  by  a  citizen.  He  was  brought 
to  the  northern  shore  and  there  buried  by  his 
fellow-soldiers  beneath  the  forest  pines.  Captain 
Carr,  of  company  B,  encountered  a  rebel  officer 
and  ran  his  sabre  through  the  body  of  his  enemy 
Orderly  Fitter  had  a  hand-to-hand  struggle  with 
a  rebel  soldier,  and  by  a  dexterous  blow,  struck 
him  from  his  horse,  inflicting  a  severe  wound 
upon  the  head.  He  seized  the  fellow's  horse — a 
splendid  animal — ^his  carbine  and  sabre.  His  own 
sabre  still  bears  the  blood-stains — ^not  a  pleasant 
sight — ^but  yet  in  keeping  with  war. 

It  thrills  one  to  look  at  it — to  hear  the  story— 
to  picture  the  encounter  —  the  wild  dash,  iIm 
sweep  like  a  whirlwind — the  cheers — the  rout  of 
the  enemy,  their  confusion — ^the  victory  I  Vict<MT, 
not  for  personal  glory,  nor  for  ambition,  but  for  a 
beloved  country  —  for  that  which  is  dearer  than 
life,  the  thanks  of  the  living,  the  gratitude  of  un* 
numbered  millions  yet  to  be  I    Brave  sons  of  the 
West,  this  is  your  glory ;  this  your  reward !   No 
exploit  of  the  war  equals  it     It  will  go  down  to 
history  as  one  of  the  bravest  achievements  on 
records     Gen.  Sigel  is  in  ecstaaes  to-night    He 
is  writing  an  order  of  thanks.      The  prisoner? 
were  brought  in  an  hour  ago  by  a  squad,  and 
here  come  the  remainder  of  the  troop,  we1comr<i 
with  wild  hurrahs.     The  South  will  learn  by  ai^l 
by  that  there  are  bold  riders  and  brave  men  who 
were  bom  in  the  cold  regions  of  the  N(»ih  as  well 
as  in  the  sunny  South — men  who  have  not  been 
gentlemen  all  their  lives,  brought  up  to  the  cha<e ; 
but  who  have  tilled  the  soil,  wielded  the  hammvr, 
held  the  plough,  the  spade  —  free  men,  who  \^ 
lieve  in  fr^  labor.    The  fabulous  gl(»y  of  thi' 
Black  Horse  cavalry  is  fielding.     Stuart  has  his 
compeers  —  Pleasanton  and  Dahlgren.     We  are 
beginning  to  leam  war.    We  have  had  Southern 
dash  and  valor  against  iaexperienoe^  in  horseman- 
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ship  ;*  bat  the  cool  intrepidity,  detennination  and 
briTery  of  the  Northern  soldier  is  beginning  to  be 
felt   We  shall  hear  more  from  Captain  Dahlgren 

iDdhismen. 


Doc.  32. 


PRESIDENT   LINCOLN'S    ORDER. 

EMUUTiy  Majvoh,        ) 
WAflHixoTOX,  November  16, 1802. ) 

CtmLlL  ORDER   SESPECTING  THE  OBSERVANCE  OF 
THE  SABBATH-DAT   IN    THE   ABICT   AND   NAVY. 

Tbb  President,  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Annv  ind  Navy,  desires  and  enjoins  the  orderly 
cbserfince  of  the  Sabbath  by  the  officers  and 
xcQ  in  the  military  and  naval  service.  The  im- 
pcrUDce  for  man  and  beast  of  the  prescribed 
weekly  rest,  the  sacred  rights  of  Christian  sol- 
diers and  sailors,  a  becoming  deference  to  the 
Uii  sentiment  of  a  Christian  people,  and  a  due 
rtsvd  for  the  Divine  will,  demand  that  Sunday 
liU»r  in  the  Army  and  Navy  be  reduced  to  the 
measore  of  strict  necessity. 

The  discipline  and  character  of  the  National 
f Tces  should  not  suflfer,  nor  the  cause  they  de- 
M  be  imperilled,  by  the  profanation  of  the  day 
or  Dsme  of  the  Most  High.  ^^  At  this  time  of  pub- 
lic distress,"  adopting  3ie  words  of  Washington 
io  1776,  "men  may  find  enough  to  do  in  the  ser- 
vice of  God  and  their  country  without  abandoning 
thvmwlTes  to  vice  and  immorality."  The  fii*st 
piaenl  order  issued  by  the  Father  ofhis  Country 
afierthe  Declaration  of  Independence  indicates 
tiit  spirit  in  whicli  our  institutions  were  founded 
^  should  ever  be  defended :  '*  The  General 
hopes  and  trusts  that  every  officer  and  man  will 
^dearor  to  live  and  act  as  becomes  a  Christian 
i-vldiv  defending  the  dearest  rights  and  liberties 
of  his  country."  Abraham  Lincoln. 


Doc.  88. 


KPEDinON   UP    NEW   RIVER,    N.  C. 
usdtenant  oushing's  report. 

U.  8.  Snum  Hvrsl,  Not.  i6, 1868. 

^Sn:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  entered 
N«w  Rtrer  Inlet  on  the  twenty-third  of  this 
ttonth,  with  tiie  United  Stotes  steamer  Ellis  un- 
^  my  coounand,  succeeded  in  passing  the  nar- 
P3T  &nd  shallow  place  called  the  Rocks,  and 
^^*rted  up  tiie  river.  My  object  was  to  sweep 
the  tirer,  capture  any  vessels  there,  capture  the 
town  of  Jacksonville,  or  Onslow  Court-House, 
take  the  Wifamiwton  mail,  and  destroy  any  saltp 
▼orks  that  I  might  find  on  the  banks.  I  ezpect- 
^  to  Borprise  the  enemy  in  going  up,  and  then 
^>  fight  my  way  out  Five  nules  fi^m  the  mouth 
1  cune  in  sight  of  a  vessel  bound  outward  with  a 
J^^  of  cotton  and  tnipentiner  The  eflemy  fired 
*Kr  to  prevent  her  ftUuig  into  our  hands.    I  ran 


alongside ;  made  sure  that  they  could  not  extin- 
guish the  flames,  and  again  steamed  up  the  river. 
At  one  P.M.  I  reached  the  town  of  Jacksonville, 
landed,  threw  out  my  pickets,  and  placed  guards 
over  the  public  buildings.  This  place  is  the  coun- 
ty seat  of  Onslow  County,  and  is  quite  an  import- 
ant town.  It  is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  going  up,  and  is  thirty-five  or  forty  mile? 
from  the  mouth.  I  captured  twenty-five  stand  of 
public  arms  in  the  court-house  and  post-office, 
quite  a  large  mail,  and  two  schoonera  I  also 
confiscated  the  negroes  of  the  confederate  post- 
master. I  forgot  to  mention  that  the  town  is 
situated  on  the  main  direct  road  to  Wilmington. 
Several  rebel  officers  escaped  as  I  neared  the 
place,  and  carried  the  news  to  that  city. 

At  half-past  two  p.m.  I  started  down  the  river, 
and  at  five  p.m.  came  in  sight  of  a  camp  on  the 
banks,  which  I  thoroughly  shelled.  At  the  point 
where  the  schooner  captured  in  the  morning  was 
still  burning,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  Ellis 
with  rifles,  but  were  soon  silenced  by  our  guns. 
I  had  two  pilots  on  board,  both  of  whom  informed 
me  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  take  the  steamer 
from  the  river  that  night.  High  water  and  day- 
light were  two  things  absolutely  essential  in  order 
to  take  her  out  I  therefore  came  to  anchor  about 
five  miles  fix)m  the  outer  bar,  took  my  prizes 
alongside,  and  made  every  preparation  to  repel 
an  attack.  All  night  long  the  signal-fires  of  the 
enemy  could  be  seen  on  the  banks.  At  daylight 
I  got  under  way,  and  had  nearly  reached  the 
worst  place  in  the  channel  when  the  enemy  open- 
ed on  us  with  two  pieces  of  ardllery.  I  placed 
my  vessel  in  position,  at  once  hoisted  the  battle- 
flag  at  the  fore ;  the  crew  gave  it  three  cheers, 
and  we  went  into  action.  In  one  hour  I  had 
driven  the  enemy  from  his  guns  and  fi'om  the 
bluff,  and  passed  within  a  hundred  yards  of  their 
position  without  receiving  fire. 

Up  to  this  time  I  had  been  in  every  way  suc- 
cessfiil ;  but  was  here  destined  to  meet  with  an 
accident  that  changed  the  fortune  of  the  day, 
and  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  my  vessel. 
About  five  hundred  yards  from  the  bluffs  the 
pilots,  mistaking  the  channel,  ran  the  Ellis  hard 
and  fkst  aground.  All  hands  went  to  work  at 
once  to  lighten  her,  and  anchors  and  steam  used 
to  get  her  afloat;  but  without  success.  The 
headway  of  the  steamer  had  forced  her  over 
a  shoal  and  into  a  position  where,  as  the  centre 
of  a  circle,  we  had  a  circumference  of  shoal  all 
around.  When  the  tide  fell  I  sent  a  party  ashore 
to  take  possession  of  the  artillery  abandoned  in 
the  morning ;  but  when  they  reached  the  field  it 
was  discovered  that  it  lutd  been  removed  while 
we  were  at  work  on  the  vessel.  K I  had  secured 
this  I  proposed  to  construct  a  shore  battery  to 
assist  in  the  defence  of  my  vessel  by  keeping  the 
rebels  from  placing  their  batteries  in  position. 
At  dark  I  took  one  of  my  prize  schooners  along- 
side, and  proceeded  to  take  every  thing  out  of 
the  Ellis,  excepting  the  pivot-gun,  some  ammuni- 
tion, two  tons  of  coal,  and  a  few  small  arms. 
Steam  and  anchor  again  failed  to  get  my  vessel 
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afloat  I  felt  confident  that  the  confederates 
would  come  on  me  in  oyerwhelming  force,  and  it 
now  became  my  dutj  to  save  my  men.  So  all 
hands  were  called  to  muster,  and  the  crew  told 
that  they  could  go  aboard  the  schooner.  I  called 
for  six  yolunteers  to  remain  with  me  on  board 
and  fight  the  remaining  gun.  Knowing  that  it 
was  almost  certain  death,  the  men  came  forward, 
and  two  masters'  mates — ^Valentine  and  Barton 
— were  amongst  the  number;  these  gentlemen 
subsequently  behaved  with  coolness  and  braTery. 
I  ordered  the  schooner  to  drop  down  the  channel 
out  of  range  fi*om  the  blufis,  and  there  to  wait 
for  the  termination  of  the  impending  engagement, 
and  if  we  were  destroyed  to  proceed  to  sea. 

Early  in  the  morning  the  enemy  opened  on  us 
firom  four  points,  with  heavy  rifled  guns,  (one  a 
Whitworth.)  It  was  a  cross-fire  and  very  de- 
structive. I  replied  as  best  I  could,  but  in  a 
short  time  the  engine  was  disabled,  and  she  was 
much  cut  up  in  every  part,  and  the  only  alterna- 
tives left  were  surrender  or  a  pull  of  one  and  a 
half  miles,  under  their  fire,  in  my  small  boat  The 
first  of  these  was  not,  of  course,  to  be  thought  of; 
the  second  I  resolved  to  attempt  I  fired  the 
Ellis  in  five  places,  and  having  seen  that  the  bat- 
tle-fiag  was  still  flying,  trained  the  gun  on  the 
enemy  so  that  the  vessel  might  fight  herself  after 
we  had  left  her,  and  started  down  the  river, 
reached  the  schooner,  and  made  sail  for  sea.  It 
was  low  water  on  the  bar  and  a  heavy  surf  was 
rolling  in ;  but  the  wind  forced  us  through  after 
striking  several  times. 

We  were  just  in  time,  for  about  six  hundred 
yards  down  the  beach  were  several  companies  of 
cavalry  trying  to  reach  the  mouth  of  the  inlet  in 
time  to  cut  us  off*.  We  hoisted  our  flag  and  gave 
three  cheers  and  were  off.      « 

In  four  hours  I  reached  Beaufort  I  brought 
away  all  my  men,  my  rifled  howitzer,  and  am- 
munition, the  ship  stores  and  clothing,  the  men's 
bags  and  hammocks,  and  a  portion  of  the  small 
arms.  I  retained  aboard  a  few  muskets,  pikes, 
and  pistols  to  repel  boarders. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  when  I  took  posses- 
sion of  the  enemy's  ground,  on  the  twenty-fourth, 
a  salt-work  was  destroyed  and  ten  boats  rendei^ 
ed  useless  that  were  to  have  been  used  for  board- 
ing. At  nine  a.m.,  the  United  States  steamer 
Ellis  was  blown  in  pieces  by  the  explosion  of  the 
magazine.  Officers  and  men  behaved  nobly, 
obeying  orders  strictly  under  the  most  trying 
circumstances. 

I  respectfully  request  that  a  court  of  inquiry 
may  be  ordered  to  investigate  the  facts  of  the 
case,  and  to  see  if  the  honor  of  the  flag  has  suf- 
fered in  my  hands. 

I  a^l,  sir,  very  respectfully  your  obedient  ser- 
yant)  Wm.  B.  Gushino, 

lieotentnt. 

To  Commander  H.  K.  DAVBin»ORT, 

Senior  OlBoer  Oommaadliig  in  Sotuuis  of  North-Oarolina. 


Doc.  34 
THE  BATTLE  OF  CANE  HILL,  ARK. 

GENERAL   BLUNrS   REPORT. 

HsA2M)VAims  FiKsr  Dnrmox,  Akmt  Tmwtim,  ) 
Cavb  Hux,  Abk.,  December  8^  ISK.       ) 

Major' General  S.  R,  Curtis^   Commanding  the 

Department  of  Mmouri : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on 
the  twenty-sixth  of  November,  while  encamped 
at  Lindsay's  Prairie,  fifteen  miles  south  of  Majs- 
ville,  I  received  reliable  information  that  Genenl 
Marmaduke,  with  a  force  estimated  at  eight  thou- 
sand men,  was  at  Cane  Hill.  I  further  learned 
that  Marmaduke's  command  was  the  adrance  of 
Hindman's  army,  the  remainder  of  which  ^-as 
expected  to  arrive  at  Cane  Hill  on  the  evening  of 
the  twenty-eighth.  I  immediately  determined  to 
attack  Marmaduke,  and,  if  possible,  defeat  him 
before  the  arrival  of  General  Hindman  with  re- 
enforcements.  Early  on  the  morning  of  tlte 
twenty-seventh  I  ordered  all  my  transportation 
and  commissary  trains  parked  on  Lindsay's  Pru- 
rie,  and  after  detailing  a  sufficient  guard  for  it^ 
protection,  I  commenced  my  march  with  about 
five  thousand  men  and  thirty  pieces  of  artillerr, 
the  men  taking  with  them  four  days'  rations  of 
hard  bread  and  salt 

The  distance  to  be  travelled  to  reach  the  encmj 
was  thirty-five  miles,  twenty-five  of  which  was 
made  by  seven  o'clock  p.m.,  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
when  the  command  bivouacked  for  &e  ni^bt 
From  that  point  I  sent  spies  into  the  enemy's 
camp,  and  learned  that  their  pickets  were  strong- 
ly posted  upon  the  main  roaid,  (on  which  I  was 
advancing,)  and  that  it  could  be  easily  defended 
I  marched  at  five  o'clock  a.m.,  of  toe  twenty- 
eighth,  leaving  that  road  and  making  a  detour  to 
the  left  by  a  blind  track ;  struck  one  that  wis 
obscure  and  unfi^quented,  and  entered  Cane  Hill 
directly  from  the  north.  As  I  had  anticipated, 
they  had  no  pickets  on  this  road,  and  I  met  no 
resistance  until  within  half  a  mile  of  their  campi 
The  enemy  had  learned,  however,  the  night  pre- 
vious, that  I  was  moving  upon  them,  and  was 
prepared  for  our  receptioa 

About  two  hundred  of  the  Kansas  Second. 
(cavalry,)  under  Col.  Cloud,  with  two  mount&in 
howitzers,  under  Lieutenant  Stover,  were  in  the 
advance,  which,  with  Rabb's  battery  and  my  sttlf 
and  body-guard,  constituted  the  o^y  force  upon 
the  ground,  the  main  column  having  been  delated 
in  ascending  a  mountain  about  seven  miles  bVck 
to  the  rear.  Of  this  fiict  I  was  not  apprised  unCl 
my  advance  was  engaged.  In  passing  down  a 
gorge  between  two  abrupt  hills,  their  grand  gu&id 
was  encountered  in  considerable  force ;  daj^linz 
on  and  driving  them  before  us  a  few  hundnd 
yards,  brought  us  to  where  the  bluff,  on  tb« 
right,  terminated,  and  in  full  view  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  posted  on  the  right  of  the  road  on  tit- 
vated  ground,  with  timber  in  the  leajr,  their  guni 
**  in  battery,"  bearing  upon  the  road  which  I  was 
approaching,  and  from  which  they  immediate/ 
opened  a  brisk  fire. 
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T  ftt  once  ordered  RabVs  battery  into  position, 
ind  also  the  tiro  howitzers  under  Lieut  Stoyer, 
when  a  fierce  cannonading  ensued,  which  lasted 
fur  the  space  of  nearly  an  hour.  My  columnrnot 
being  ap,  I  could  do  nothing  more  than  engage  in 
Ibis  "irtillcry  duel"  until  it  arrived,  and  the 
enemy  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  I  had  a  large 
Urct  in  hand,  did  not  venture  from  under  cover 
nf  their  guns.  Reconnoitring  upon  their  left,  I 
diiuxtfer^  an  approach  by  which  a  force  could 
be  brought  on  their  left  flank  and  do  them  great 
damage,  and  perhaps  capture  their  artillery.  I 
ordered  Major  Van  Antwerp,  of  my  staff,  back  to 
xeet  the  Kansas  Eleventh  and  Hopkins's  battery, 
who  were  tn  the  advance  of  the  column,  to  bring 
t^iem  up  on  the  double-quick,  and  send  the  bat- 
tery with  six  companies  of  the  Eleventh  to  follow 
ze  with  the  object  above  named,  and  to  take  the 
other  four  companies  to  the  support  of  Rabb's 
Uttery,  but  they  were  too  far  in  the  rear,  and 
the  men  too  much  fatigued  by  the  march  to  reach 
me  in  time. 

Major  Van  Antwerp  took  four  companies  down 
thv  road  to  Rabb's  Imttery,  the  fire  from  which, 
i>  afterward  appeared,  although  laboring  under 
yf%i  disadvanti^  from  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
•iM  been  very  destructive  on  the  enemy,  com- 
rnrliing  them  to  abandon  their  position  and  seek 
a'i>>'her  on  a  hieh  ridge  three  fourths  of  a  mile 
further  south,  wnere  their  reserve  had  been  post- 
"'i  To  this  point  access  was  very  difScult,  as 
^^  ravines  intervened,  and  it  could  only  be 
a^pnnched  by  the  road.  Taking  a  position  on 
'■'i^  ground  acing  them  from  the  north,  I  opened 
'i\m  them  a  destructive  fire  with  my  artillery, 
'JLMoounting  one  of  their  guns  and  compelling 
tiiirni  again  to  retire.  For  the  third  time  thev 
^^  a  stand  in  the  town,  or  rather  on  the  south 
^i'^e  of  it,  upon  a  commanding  eminence  running 
€a>t  and  west^  and  a  most  admirable  position  for 
i'rfence.  Having  now  concentrated  their  entire 
:^'Tce  and  selected  this  strong  position,  I  felt  as- 
iJrM  that  they  had  resolved  on  a  desperate  re- 
«i>tance  and  made  my  arrangements  accordingly ; 
''mt,  after  getting  my  forces  across  a  deep  and  rug- 
^  nvine  and  deploying  them  into  position  ready 
to  advance  upon  their  long  and  well-formed  lines, 
I  'iiscovered,  much  to  my  disappointment,  that 
they  had  again  retired  and  were  in  full  retreat  to 
<>i?  mountainsjirenney^s  battery  coming  upon  the 
;^and  they  had  abandoned  just  in  time  to  send 
1  few  shells  in  the  rear  of  their  retreating  column 
^  they  escaped  under  cover  of  the  wood.  As 
'he  men  and  horses  of  the  enemy  were  fresh,  and 
!!)ine  were  worn  down  and  exhausted  by  hard 
^nvrching,  it  was  difficult  to  follow  them  in  their 
^^%  yet  the  men,  eager  for  the  fray,  strained 
^*«7  nerve.  For  nearly  three  miles  from  the 
>"^,  in  the  direction  of  Van  Buren,  the  road 
nin<<  through  a  valley,  in  which  are  a  few  &rms, 
alternating  with  low  hills  and  ravines,  covered 
^ith  thidc  woods  and  brush. 

Over  this  road  a  running  figlit  with  small  arms 
^k  place  without  much  damage  occurring  to 
either  party.  Reaching  a  large  mound  at  the  base 
^  the  first  moantun — ^the  commencement  of  the 


Boston  Mountains  proper — the  enemy  placed  hts 
artillery  upon  it  in  position  covering  the  road. 
From  this  position  he  sought  to  prevent  my  force 
from  proceeding  up  the  valley  and  approaching 
the  mountains.  Directing  two  howitzers  under 
Lieut  Updyke  to  the  right  upon  a  by-road,  they 

auickly  obtained  a  good  position  on  the  enemy's 
ank,  while  Rabbis  battery  opened  upon  them  in 
front  They  were  soon  forced  to  abandon  the 
high  mound  and  seek  the  side  and  top  of  the 
mountain,  where  they  made  a  determined  resist- 
ance. Their  artillery  was  posted  on  the  crest  of 
the  mountain,  while  their  mounted  riflemen  were 
dismounted  and  their  whole  force  massed  on  the 
sides  and  top  of  the  mountain,  which  were  cover- 
ed with  scattered  timber  and  but  little  under- 
brush. 

The  nature  of  the  ground  was  such  that  I  could 
not  use  my  artillery  to  any  advantage,  and  the 
mountain  could  not  be  taken  in  any  other  way 
except*  by  storm.  I  accordingly  ordered  up  the 
the  Kansas  Second  and  dismounted  them ;  they 
charged  up  the  steep  acclivity  in  the  advance,  un- 
der the  command  of  Capt  S.  J.  Crawford  and 
Captain  A.  P.  Russell — Major  Fisk  having  been 
wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell  early  in  the  day ; 
next  followed  the  Third  Indian  regiment,  (Chero- 
kees)  under  the  command  of  Col  Phillips  and  its 
other  field-officers,  Lieutenant-Col.  Downing  and 
Major  Foreman,  voluntarily  assisted  by  Major  Van 
Antwerp,  of  my  stafl^  and  the  Eleventh  Kansas, 
under  the  command  of  its  field-officers.  Colonel 
Ewing,  Lieut-Col  Moonlight,  and  Major  Plumb. 
The  resistance  of  the  rebels  was  stubborn  and 
determined.  The  storm  of  lead  and  iron  hail  that 
came  down  the  side  of  the  mountain,  both  from 
their  small  arms  and  artillery,  was  terrific,  yet 
most  of  it  went  over  our  heads  without  doing  us 
much  damage. 

The  regiments  just  named,  with  a  wild  shout, 
rushed  up  the  steep  acclivity,  contesting  every  inch 
of  ground  and  steadily  pushing  the  enemy  before 
them  until  the  crest  was  reached,  when  the  rebels 
again  fied  in  disorder.  Four  howitzers  and  Rabbis 
battery  were  now  brought  up  the  mountain  and 
the  pursuit  renewed ;  the  Third  Indian  and  Elev- 
enth Kansas  regiments  on  the  right  and  left  of 
the  road,  advancing  in  line  through  the  woods, 
while  the  four  howitzers  occupied  the  road  in 
front,  with  the  Kansas  Second  and  Sixth  and 
RabVs  battery  in  the  rear.  About  every  half- 
mile  the  enemy  made  a  stand,  when  the  four  how- 
itzers and  the  Eleventh  Kansas  and  Third  Indian 
would  as  often  put  them  to  flight,  leaving  more  or 
less  of  their  dead  and  wounded  behind  them. 
Thus  the  fight  continued  for  some  three  miles, 
until,  on  descending  partially  from  the  mountain 
into  a  valley,  the  Cove  Creek  road,  leading  from 
Fayetteville  to  Van  Buren,  was  reached  at  the 
point  where  it  intersects  the  road  from  Cane  Hill 
to  the  last-named  place.  At  this  point  the  enemy 
again  brought  his  artillery  into  requisition,  it 
was  now  near  sundown  and  darkness  must  soon 
put  an  end  to  the  pursuit 

Down  the  valley  in  front  of  us  the  ground  ap- 
peared adapted  to  the  use  of  cavalry  to  good  ad- 
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▼antage,  and  I  determined  to  make  an  effort  to 
capture  their  artillery,  of  which  they  had  six 
pieces.  A  large  force  of  their  host  cavalry  was 
acting  as  a  rear-guard,  with  a  portion  of  their  ar- 
tillery just  in  front  of  them  waiting  for  my  cayal- 
ry  to  come  up.  I  called  for  volunteers  to  make 
a  charge.  Tlu'ee  companies  of  the  Kansas  Sixth, 
nearest  at  hand,  responded  promptly  to  the  call, 
and  under  command  of  their  three  ileld-ofScers, 
Col.  Judson,  Lieut -Col.  Jewett,  and  Major  Camp- 
bell, dashed  on  to  the  rear  of  the  rebel  column, 
cutting  and  shooting  them  down  with  sabres,  car- 
bines, and  revolvers. 

The  charge  continued  for  about  half  a  mile 
down  the  valley  to  a  point  where  it  converged  in 
a  funnel-shape,  terminating  in  a  narrow  defile. 
At  this  point  a  large  body  of  rebels  were  in  am- 
bush in  front  and  upon  the  flanks  where  cavalry 
could  not  approach,  with  their  battery  also  mask- 
ed in  front  As  soon  as  the  party  wo  were  pur- 
suing passed  through  the  defile,  they  opened  on 
us  a  most  destructive  fire,  which,  for  a  moment, 
caused  my  men  to  recoil  and  give  back,  in  spite 
of  my  own  efforts  and  those  of  other  officers  to 
rally  them.  Whereas,  if  they  had,  after  receiv- 
ing the  enemy's  fire,  pressed  on  two  or  three  hun- 
dred yards,  we  could  have  secured  in  a  moment 
more  what  we  so  much  coveted,  the  enemy's  ar- 
tillery. Emboldened  by  their  success  in  defend- 
ing the  defile  and  checking  our  advance,  they 
raised  a  wild  yell  and  advanced  toward  us. 

With  the  aid  of  Colonel  Judson,  Major  Camp- 
bell, and  Captains  Green  and  Mefford,  I  succeed- 
ed in  rallying  the  three  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Kansas,  who  had  suffered  severely  in  the  charge, 
and  formed  them  across  the  valley;  and  the  four 
howitzers  coming  up  at  the  same  time,  and  open- 
ing on  the  enemy  with  shell,  soon  forced  them  to 
retire,  yet  they  seemed  determined  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  defile  to  which  I  have  referred,  a 
position  admirably  adapted  for  defence,  and  be- 
yond which,  as  I  afterward  learned,  there  was  a 
wide  open  valley;  hence  their  obstinate  resist- 
ance at  this  point,  in  order  to  save  their  guns.  I 
resolved,  however,  at  all  hazards  to  force  my  way 
through  this  gorge,  and  as  darkness  was  approach- 
ing, and  I  had  no  time  to  get  up  infantry  and 
send  them  out  upon  the  flank,  I  prepared  to  make 
an  assault  in  firont.  Loadine  the  four  howitzers 
and  one  section  of  Rabb's  battery  with  double 
canister,  I  ordered  them  up  by  hand,  in  battenr, 
with  the  three  companies  of  the  Kansas  Sixm, 
with  Sharp's  carbines,  advancing  in  line  in  rear. 
I  had  directed  that  not  a  gun  should  be  fired  un- 
til I  eave  the  word. 

When  within  about  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  defending  the  gorge,  and  as  I 
was  about  to  give  the  word  to  fire,  an  officer  from 
Qen.  Marmaduke  came  galloping  up  with  a  white 
flag.  On  sending  an  officer  to  receive  it,  they 
requested  the  privilege  of  taking  off  tiieir  dead 
and  wounded.  Consideration  for  the  fate  of  Col- 
onel Jewett  and  others,  who  had  fallen  upon  the 
ground  they  then  occupied,  and  whom  I  feared 
they  might  brutally  murder,  induced  me  to  re- 
spect their  flag  of  truce,  convinced  though  I  was 


that  it  was  a  cowardly  trick  resorted  to  to  enabla 
them  to  make  good  their  retreat  and  save  theif 
guns.  It  being  now  dark,  and  my  men  entirely 
exhausted  and  without  food,  I  considered  further 
pursuit  useless,  and  return^  with  my  command 
to  Cane  Hill.  The  casualties  in  my  command 
were  four  killed  and  thirty-six  wounded,  four  of 
them  mortally,  since  dead. 

Among  the  latter  was  Lieut -Colonel  Jewett,  of 
the  Sixth  Kansas.  He  was  a  brave  and  gallant 
officer,  whose  noble  example  is  worthy  of  emula- 
tion. Lieutenant  J.  A.  Johnson,  of  the  same  ^^ 
giment,  a  daring  and  excellent  young  officer,  re- 
ceived a  desperate  wound  from  a  mu6ke^ball 
which  passed  entirely  through  his  body;  yet  it 
is  hoped  he  will  recover.  The  enemj^s  loss  is 
seventy-five  killed ;  wounded  not  known,  as  thej 
took  a  large  portion  of  them  away.  The  oflSc«f  s 
and  men  of  my  command  who  took  part  io  the 
engagement)  behaved,  without  exception,  nobly. 
To  the  following  members  of  my  staff — Mmof  V. 
P.  Van  Antwerp,  Inspector-Oeneral ;  Captam  Ly- 
man Scott,  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General; 
Lieutenant  J.  Fin.  HiU,  Aid-de-Camp,  and  Liea- 
tenant  D.  Whittaker,  Acting  Aid-de-Camp,  I  am 
indebted  for  efficient  and  valuable  services  during 
the  day. 

I  am.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  Jakes  G.  Bluxt, 

Brig.-Oeneral  Oommandlng  Flrat  Dirialon  Army  of  Frcsttier. 

CHICAGO  "EVENING  JOURNAL"  AOOOUNT. 

Oaitb  Hill,  (oa.  Boonrnxs,)  Auciksjj.  ) 
Hbadquajitbrs  Amir  or  tbx  FtioxTiBB,  Fmr  Jhrmtosi.    y 

December  1, 1802.  | 

Again  we  have  put  the  enemy  to  fligfat  I  wili 
briefly  give  you  the  particulars  of  the  battle  of 
Cane  Hill,  or  Boonsboro. 

Gen.  Blunf  s  division  of  the  army,  consistii^ 
of  three  brigades,  four  batteries,  and  six  mount- 
ain howitzers,  under  the  command  of  General 
Solomon,  First  brigade,  CoL  Ware,  Second  bri- 
gade, CoL  Cloud,  Third  brigade,  were  in  camp 
near  Lindse/s  Prairie  on  the  evening  of  the 
twenty-sixth.  Orders  were  issued  for  detach- 
ments firom  each  regiment  to  move  at  dajH^t 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh,  with'thre« 
days'  rations  of  hard  bread  and  salt  in  their  lur- 
ersacks.  Most  of  the  artillery  was  ordered  to 
move,  and  all  the  ambulances  accompanied  the 
column.  • 

Promptiy  at  daylight  the  column  was  put  in 
motion,  General  Blunt  commanding  in  person. 
The  country  over  which  we  passed  (south-east) 
was  extremely  rugged,  rendering  the  passage  of 
our  artillexy  and  ambulances  slow  and  tedious. 
Nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  howevw,  found  as 
within  ten  miles  of  our  enemy,  who  wa«  camped 
in  a  force  of  firom  seven  to  eight  thousand  strong 
at  Boonsboro.  From  our  scouts  we  learned  that 
they  were  determined  to  fight  at  this  pant  The 
rebel  forces  were  under  the  command  of  Hajor- 
General  Marmaduke,  Brig.-General  Shdhy,  and 
other  lesser  confederate  hghts,  such  as  McDod' 
aid,  Quantrel,  Livingston,  etc.  It  was  a  coocen- 
tration  of  all  the  **  bushwhacking  "  gangs,  united 
to  Marmaduke's  forces.    It  was  evident  that  they 
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were  driyen  by  necessity  to  hold,  if  possible,  the 
action  jd  the  country  comprising  Boonsboro, 
Cane  ffiU,  Roj's  Mills,  and  Dutch  Mills,  all  with- 
in a  radios  of  fifteen  miles,  and  comprising  the 
greatest  wheat-growing  and  flouring  section  in 
Arkansas 

it  four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  the  column  was  put  in  motion,  the  Third 
brigade  in  the  advance,  under  CoL  Cloud,  in  the 
£)tiowing  order:  The  Kansas  Second  cavalry, 
Colonel  fiassety  Captain  Rabb*8  Indiana  battery, 
the  Kansas  Eleventh  in&ntry.  Colonel  Ewing,  the 
rebel  taken  at  Fort  Wayne,  the  Third  Indian  re- 
pment^  commanded  by  Major  Klithorpe;  next 
Oilonel  Weer's  brigade,  and  the  rear  brought  up 
Geoenl  Salomon  with  his  brigade.  The  column 
nored  as  rapidly  as  possible  over  the  mountain 
rudj;  indeed  cme  of  the  mountains  was  so  pre- 
dpitoos  that  the  men  had  to  lay  hold  of  the  guns 
ujd  assist  &e  jaded  animals  to  make  the  ascent 
Tbese  difBcolties  did  not  deter  the  men  or  ofiS- 
pers;  silently  as  possible  we  pressed  forward, 
^P^  to  gc^  in  sight  of  the  enemy's  camp  with- 
out alanxung  them.  The  advance  scout  ascer- 
t^ed  the  position  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  and 
'^took  them  in,'*  killing  one  and  capturing  the 
mt  This  alanned  their  grand  guard,  although 
^ut  a  few  shots  were  fired. 

Immediately  the  whole  camp  was  aroused  and 
qtiickiy  formed  in  position,  planting  two  batteries 
of  four  guns  eacl^  intending  to  rake  us  as  we 
M  through  the  narrow  ravine  that  led  to  the 
t^'wn.  General  Blunt  was  not  to  be  caught  in 
this  kind  of  a  trap.  The  colunm  was  at  once 
obeyed  from  the  main  road  up  the  steep  hillside 
»d  through  the  thick  brush,  completely  out  of 
^V^t  of  the  enemy.  A  position  was  gained  upon 
^  top  of  a  hill,  overlooking  the  town  and  the 
^oiy.  Three  mountain  howitzers,  put  in  posi- 
^•'^0,  at  once  commenced  the  battle ;  some  twen- 
ty f  hells  were  dropped  amongst  them  before  they 
yU  reply.  While  they  were  engaged  in  chang- 
in;  position,  Capt  Rabb,  with  his  battery,  gained 
>  &Torable  site,  and  opened  with  four  twelve- 
^^d  gona,  with  terrible  effect,  dismounting  one 
^'j  their  guns  and  disabling  another.  By  this 
time  the  enemy  had  located  two  of  their  guns, 
uid  paid  their  compliments  to  Captain  Rabb,  by 
^y  of  killing  and  wounding  five  of  his  men,  and 
^ing  six  horses. 

Now  the  batUe  became  general,  and  the  artil- 
I'ry  dael  continued  some  fifty  minutes,  when  the 
^my  withdrew  their  batteries  and  commenced 
^&li  back  to  anew  position.  The  regiments 
^^^prising  the  First  brigade  rapidly  advanced, 
coTered  by  the  ardllerr.  Deafening  shouts  went 
J^  from  our  lines  as  they  pressed  forward.  The 
^Wls  could  stand  it  no  longer,  and  now  the  ske- 
l^ddle  commenced.  From  one  hill  to  another, 
through  every  deep  ravine,  up  and  down  mount- 
^niiand  through  Uie  woods  tney  fled,  occasional- 
'7  making  a  stand  in  some  masked  place^  until 
charged  and  shelled  out  Thus  the  battle  con- 
tinued, the  retreat  and  pursuit,  from  ten  in  the 
"^<^roing  until  dark. 

^^m^  every  rod  of  ground  was  fought  over 


for  a  distance  of  ten  miles.  Both  armies  wero 
exhausted.  Cavalry  regiments  dismounted  and 
fought  through  the  brush ;  artillcry*horses  drop- 
ped in  their  harness,  and  the  men  would  seize  tho 
ropes  and  drag  the  guns  forward.  The  closing 
scene  was  between  sunset  and  dark.  The  enemy 
made  a  stand  in  a  deep  ravine.  Our  howitzers 
had  not  yet  come  up  ;  our  men,  impatient,  made 
a  charge-— cavalry  men  on  foot,  with  sabres  and 
pistols,  infantry  with  bayonets,  and  Indians  with 
rifles,  in  the  very  thickest  of  the  woods.  Tho 
cheering  of  the  white  man,  the  shrill  war-whoops 
of  the  Indians,  the  clashing  of  sabres,  and  the 
incessant  roar  of  small  arms,  converted  this  re- 
mote mountain  gorge  into  a  perfect  Pandemonium. 
The  enemy  gave  way,  and  darkness  prevented 
further  pursuit  This  ended  the  battle  of  Cane 
Hill 

At  this  writing  I  have  no  idea  of  the  loss  of 
either  side,  and  it  would  be  but  guesswork  to  es- 
timate it  Yet  it  is  evidently  much  smaller  than 
if  the  battle  had  been  in  an  open  country.  The 
trees  would  stop  the  shot  and  shell  frequently 
before  they  reached  half-way  to  the  enemy.  The 
firing  of  the  enemy  was  very  wild,  as  is  evident 
from  the  marks  upon  the  trees,  the  balls  lodging 
from  four  to  ten  feet  over  our  heads. 

The  whole  force  of  the  enemy  have  retreated 
to  Van  Bureh,  and  will  probably  cross  the  river 
near  there,  as  they  have  no  forage  in  that  vicinity. 
We  have  taken  their  last  hope  of  subsistence  in 
getting  possession  of  the  five  flouring  mills.  This 
is  a  greater  loss  to  the  rebels  th|in  a  dozen  bat- 
teries. BOONEVILLE. 


Doc.  85. 


RETALIATION  OF  THE  REBELS. 

RiCHMOHD,  October  16, 1803. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolutions,  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  of  Representatives  by  Mr. 
Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  were  adopted  on  the 
eleventh  instant,  by  a  vote  of  thirty-five  yeas  to 
twenty -two  nays. 

Three  propositions  were  before  the  House — one 
of  Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee ; 
another  from  Mr.  Foote,  from  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs ;  and  a  thirCl  by  Mr.  Barksdale,  in 
behalf  of  a  minority  of  the  last-named  Committee. 

The  measure  which  was  adopted  recites  the 
atrocities  of  the  Lincoln  Government — declares 
that  justice  and  humanity  alike  demand  that  they 
should  be  met  by  retaliatory  measures,  and  that 
the  President  will  be  sustamed  \>j  the  legislative 
department  of  the  Government  in  whatever  course 
he  may  deem  it  proper  to  pursue.  There  was  no 
division  of  sentiment  in  the  House  upon  the 
question  or  policy  of  retaliation,  and  the  differ- 
ence existed  only  as  to  the  manner : 

Whereat,  the  Northern  States,  now  represent- 
ed by  the  Federal  Government  of  the  late  Union, 
commenced  the  present  war  of  invasion  to  enforce 
an  unfounded  and  t3rrannical  claim  of  dominion 
over  sovereign  States  which  had  withdrawn  from 
the  Union ;  and,  pretending  that  these  States  are 
in  rebellion,  have  sought  to  deny  to  them,  from 
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the  beginning  of  the  war,  the  sights  accorded  to 
belligerents  by  the  usages  of  nations ;  and,  after 
prosecuting  this  war,  without  success,  more  than 
a  year  since  this  government  was  recognized  by 
European  nations  as  a  belligerent  power,  have 
continued,  under  the  same  pretext,  to  inflict  upon 
the  good  people  of  these  States  inhuman  injuries 
in  contemptuous  disregard  of  the  usages  of  civil- 
ized warfare,   exacting  from  them  treasonable 
oaths  and  service,  and,  upon  refusal,  subjecting 
unarmed  citizens,  women  and  children  to  banish- 
ment, imprisonment,  and  death ;  wantonly  burn- 
ing their  dwelling  houses,  ravaging  the  land, 
murdering  men  for  pretended  or  trivial  offences ; 
making  rapine  of  private  property  a  systematic 
object  of  the  war ;  organizing  the  abduction  of 
slaves  by  armies  and  agents  of  Government ;  en- 
deavoring to  foment  servile  insurrection  by  tam- 
pering with  slaves,  by  proclaiming  schemes  for 
emancipating  them,  by  passing  laws  to  equalize 
the  races ;  by  protecting  slaves  in  resisting  their 
masters,  and  by  preparing  armed  bands  of  ne- 
groes to  fight  in  the  presence  of  negro  slaves  for 
the  subjugation  of  the  white  race;  permitting 
outrages  on  women  to  be  committed  by  a  licen- 
tious soldiery,  encouraged,  in  a  memorable  in- 
stance, by  the  order  of  a  major-general  and  the 
acquiescence  of  his  government ;  attempting,  un- 
til restrained  by  a  threat  of  retaliation,  to  mur- 
der privateersmen  for  engaging  in  a  mode  of  war- 
fare expressly  sanctioned  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  and  the  confederate  States,  and 
by  the  laws  of  nations ;  refusing,  with  double  in- 
humanity, to  exchange  prisoners,  until  constrain- 
ed by  the  long  duration  and  adverse  fortune  of 
the  war ;  attempting  to  ruin  our  cities  by  filling 
up  the  entrances  to  their  harbors  with  stone  and 
diverting  the  ancient  channels  of  great  rivers; 
cutting  off  our  supplies  of  medicines,  needed  as 
well  for  suffering  women,  children,  and  captive 
enemies,  as  for  the  sick  of  our  armies,  and  per- 
petrating other  atrocities,  which  would  be  dis- 
graceful to  savages.     And,  whereas,  the  said 
Government  of  the  United  States,  in  the  same 
spirit  of  barbarous  ferocity,  has  recently  enacted 
a  law  entitled,  ^  An  Act  to  suppress  insurrection, 
to  punish  treason  an^rebellion,  to  seize  and  con- 
fiscate the  property  of  rebels,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;^'  and  has  announced  by  a  proclamation 
issued  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  President  there- 
of, that,  in  pursuance  of  said  law,  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1863,  all  persons  held  as  sdaves 
within  any  State  or  designated  part  of  a  State, 
the  people  whereof  shall  be  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States,  shall  be  thenceforward  and  for- 
ever free ;  and  has  thereby  made  manifest  that 
the  vast  war  of  invasion  which  it  wages  with  such 
lawless  cruelty  is  conducted  with  a  view,  by  ju- 
dicial murders,  banishments,  and  otherwise,  to 
exterminate  the  loyal  population  of  these  States ; 
to  transfer  their  property  to  their  enemies;  to 
emancipate  their  slaves ;  to  destroy  their  labor 
system ;  to  subvert  their  institutions,  human  and 
divine,  upon  which  it  is  founded,  employing  slaves 
and  other  negroes  for  these  purposes,  with  an 
atrocious  design  of  adding  servile  insuirection 


and  the  massacre  of  families  to  the  calamities  of 
war ;  and,  whereas,  since  the  passage  of  said  act 
executive  and  military  orders  have  evinced  a  de- 
termined purpose  of  the  enemy  to  carry  out  this 
policy  of  rapine  and  extermination  with  brutal 
and  surprising  severity ;  and  whereas,  justice  and 
humanity  require  the  government  of  the  confede- 
rate States  to  endeavor  to  punish  and  repress  the 
atrocious  practices  and  designs  of  the  enemy  by 
inflicting  severe  retribution  ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  by  the  Congress  of  the  confederate 
States,  that  the  President  will  be  sustained  in  re- 
sorting to  such  measures  of  retaliation  as  in  hi!* 
judgment  may  be  demanded  by  the  above-redted 
lawless  and  barbarous  conduct  and  designs  of 
the  enemy. 

Doa  86. 

EXPEDITION   TO    APALACfflCOLA,   FLA. 

A  LETTEB  from  Apalachicola,  Florida,  gives  the 
following  particulars  of  the  naval  expedition  to 
that  place : 

An  expedition  was  formed  on  the  morning  of 
the  fifteenth  of  October,  to  proceed  several  miles 
up  Apalachicola  River,  in  order  to  cut  out  a  cotton 
sloop  that  was  reported  ready  to  run  the  blockade. 
The  expedition  was  made  up  of  boats  from  tlie 
United  States  steam  gunboat  Sagamore  and  the 
United  States  gunboat  Fort  Henry.  The  boiits 
were  armed,  each  having  a  twelve-pounder  boat- 
howitzer,  and  rifles  for  the  crew  and  the  offic^ers 
Two  boats  started  up  the  river  before  break  of 
day,  and  after  rowing  four  miles  they  discovered 
the  cotton-sloop  in  a  small  bay  or  inlet  on  the 
eastern  bank  of  the  river.  Before  the  sloop  could 
be  reached  by  our  sailors  the  rebels  at  Apalachi- 
cola City  had  gained  a  knowledge  of  our  intentions, 
and  the  result  was  that  shortly  after  a  troop  of 
cavalry  came  down  from  an  adjoining  town  to 
protect  the  sloop,  with  her  load  of  cotton. 

Our  men  were  obliged  to  seek  a  place  of  greater 
safety  by  moving  out  into  the  river,  and  .sent  % 
boat  down  to  the  Sagamore  and  Fort  Henry  f>'r 
help.  Two  more  boats  were  sent  up  the  river  as 
soon  as  possible,  also  an  additional  boat  from  the 
storeship  J.  L.  Davis,  and  still  another  from  the 
United  States  steamer  Somerset — a  steamer  that 
had  just  arrived  from  Cedar  Keys,  Fla.  As  soon 
as  all  the  boats  had  collected  up  the  river,  two  oi 
them  were  sent  to  capture  the  sloop.  The  rcbeh 
were  secreted  in  ambush,  and  taking  deliberate 
aim,  fired  upon  our  advance,  wounding  three  oi 
our  men.  The  fire  was  immediately  returned 
from  the  howitzer  in  the  Sagamore^ s  launch,  in 
the  direction  from  which  the  rebel  bullets  had 
come.  The  canister  must  have  had  some  e&'ct 
upon  the  rebels,  for  that  and  the  shrapnel  were 
distributed  pretty  freely  into  the  ambush. 

The  guerrilla  bands  here  in  Florida  $;eem  to 
have  adopted  the  mode  of  warfare  practised  br 
the  Indians  in  these  swamps  not  many  years  apx 

The  rebels  were  quickly  driven  from  the  sloop, 
which  was  then  unfastened  from  its  moorings  and 
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toved  down  Apftlachicola  River,  though  it  wii8 
necessarily  slow  work,  as  the  rebels  had  scuttled 
the  sloop  on  leaving  her,  and  now  she  was  slowly 
filling  with  water.  Before  arriving  at  the  mouth 
of  the  rirer  it  was  found  necessary  to  take  off 
aV>ut  thirty  bales  of  the  cotton  and  tow  them  or 
rait  them  down  the  river  to  the  gunboats.  The 
nrbel  company  had  gone  in  advance  of  the  sloop 
and  our  boats,  and  had  secreted  themselves  be- 
iiind  an  embankment  and  in  the  storehouses  along 
t}ie  wharves  in  the  city  of  Apalachicola.  The 
KfoeLs  DOW  fired  another  volley  into  our  boats, 
siidiiiy  wounding  several  men,  but  killing  none, 
although  OUT  enemies  were  but  a  short  distance 
otf  and  6red  a  number  of  times.  Our  howitzers 
vere  immediately  turned  upon  our  enemies,  and 
vbenever  one  of  them  was  seen  attempting  to  fire 
tnxo  behind  a  storehouse  or  fence,  a  discharge  of 
ooijiter  and  shrapnel  was  fired  into  their  midst. 
A  ^ell  was  fired  which,  exploded  in  one  of  the 
Wildings,  blowing  the  roof  firom  it  and  setting  it 
«  tire.  Two  or  three  more  shells  were  fired, 
^hich  set  other  buildings  on  fire,  and  by  this 
time  the  rebels,  having  some  killed  and  several 
w'flnded,  concluded  they  were  getting  the  worst 
ct  it,  and  stopped  firing  into  the  boats,  and  went 
to  work  extinguishing  the  conflagration  which 
our  exploding  shells  had  enkindled. 

Mur  men  finally  arrived  safely  on  their  respec- 
tive ships,  baring  captured  a  sloop  with  eighty 
l^tifci  of  cotton  and  two  prisoners.  It  was  sup- 
'/^  that  the  rebel  ram  Chattahoochee,  which 
i>  re[iorted  to  be  ready  to  come  down  to  demolish 
iW  ^hips  on  the^  blockade  here,  would  have  ap- 
i'^ind  the  same  ^ay.  She  would  have  had  the 
);iuntage  if  she  had  attacked  our  boats  when  in 
t:^  rirer.  The  Chattahoochee  is  commanded  by 
•\p.  Catesby  Jones,  who  was  second  in  command 
<'f  the  Merrimac  at  the  time  of  the  fight  with  the 
M -nitor  last  spring.  The  crew  of  this  rebel  4vm 
iL-^  belonged  in  part  to  the  Merrimac.  The  gun- 
^4ts  are  expecting  this  rebel  steamer  as  soon  as 
ii«re  are  seven  feet  of  water  at  the  mouth  of  the 
^''^'  She  is  said  to  have  a  heavy  armament  and 
<  •  be  partially  iron-clad ;  but  the  gunboats  Saga- 
°*>fe  and  Fort  Henry  are  prepared  to  meet  her. 
pK  rebel  steamer  will  have  to  do  some  hard 
yiting  when  she  comes  down,  and  will  find  it  a 
^fTT  difficult  matter  to  run  the  blockade  and  get 
B>i'>  the  port  of  Nassau,  N.  P. 
^  The  United  States  steamer  Somerset  reports 
ttatthey  were  fired  into  at  Cedar  Keys,  Florida, 
^'<i  eight  of  their  crew  wounded,  some  of  them 
^'^erely.  It  seems  that  a  guerrilla  band  enticed 
*Wt  ashore  by  displaying  three  white  flags  from 
1^^  houses  on  shore.  As  soon  as  the  men  had 
nndtd  they  were  fired  upon  from  the  windows 
^f  ihe  houses— the  flags  of  truce  were  flying  all 
•jje  time.  The  sailors  got  off"  in  their  boats  with 
their  wounded,  and  soon  returned  with  a  larger 
vf^  and  burned  the  town.  It  is  reported  that 
^«  Sagamore  will  be  obliged  to  go  to  Key  West  in 
*  few  days.  Her  ofljcers  and  crew  hope  the  rebel 
pm  will  come  down  before  they  are  obliged  to 
we  this  station.  Lieut  Commander  Bigelow 
^  heoi  detached  firom  the  Sagamore,  and  our 


Lieut  Commander  (English)  has  been  ordered  to 
the  command. 

A  flag  of  truce  arrived  from  Apalachicola  with 
a  request  that  our  naval  surgeons  should  go  up 
to  the  town  and  dress  the  stumps  of  some  of  the 
rebels  who  had  their  limbs  blown  off  by  the  frag- 
ments from  our  shells.  Drs.  Stevens,  Scofield, 
and  Draper  have  volunteered  their  services  as  an 
act  of  kindness  to  our  enemies. 

Apalachicola  was  once  the  lafgest  commercial 
town  in  Florida ;  but  now  every  thing  looks  deso- 
late. A  small  rebel  steamer  comes  down  the  river 
from  Columbus,  Ga.,  about  once  a  week,  and  sup* 
plies  the  inhabitants  with  corn-meal,  as  this  is 
about  the  only  food  they  have  to  keep  them  from 
starvation.  The  rebels  in  this  State  have  sup- 
plied the  rebel  army  in  Virginia  largely  with  salt 
beef^  so  that  the  cattle  of  nearly  all  the  planters 
have  been  killed  and  packed  in  salt  for  the  govern- 
ment Large  quantities  of  salt  were  of  course  re- 
quired, and  the  rebels  had  erected  salt-works  all 
along  the  bays  on  the  Gulf  coast  of  Florida.  The 
gunboat  Sagamore  demolished  thirty-six  of  these 
salt-works  in  St  Andrew's  Bay,  about  a  month 
ago.  We  have  demolished  the  works  here  in  Apa- 
lachicola Bay,  and  the  works  at  St  Mark's,  Cedar 
Key,  and  at  Tampa,  have  also  been  broken  up. 
Should  the  rebels  again  fire  upon  our  boats  when 
they  approach  Apalachicola,  it  is  the  determina- 
tion of  our  commanders  to  lay  the  city  in  ashes. 


Doc.  87. 


THE   AFFAIR   AT   HAYMARKET,   VA. 

MEMPHIS   ''APPEAL"  ACCOUNT. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  finend  for  the  particulars 
of  a  skirmish  at  the  town  of  Haymarket,.  Va.,  in 
which  our  cavalry,  the  Second  North-Carolina, 
two  hundred  strong,  supported  by  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  advanced  within  two  miles  of  SigeFs 

command,  numbering thousands — passed 

the  enemy's  outposts  near  Manassas  Junction, 
pushed  to  Haymarket,  captured  thirty  prisoners 
and  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
property,  and  returned  to  Warrenton  in  time  to 
repulse  the  advance  of  one  thousand  five  hundred 
cavalry  and  one  battery  of  artillery,  and  that  with- 
out the  loss  of  a  single  man  killed  or  wounded. 

On  Friday  morning,  seventeenth  October,  Major 
C.  M.  Andrews,  commanding  seven  companies  of 
the  Second  North-Carolina  cavalry,  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  which  have  been  recently  attached  to 
the  regiment,  left  this  place  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
connoitring in  the  vicinity  of  Manassas  and  Cen- 
treville.  Having  marched  without  opposition  till 
late  in  the  night,  a  halt  was  made  when  within 
three  miles  of  Centreville,  and  the  whole  com- 
mand slept  on  their  arms.  At  three  o'clock  the 
next  morning  a  countermarch  was  ordered,  load- 
ing via  Manassas  and  on  to  Gainesville.  At  the 
latter  place  information  was  obtained  that  a  Yan- 
kee train  of  wagons,  with  a  cavalry  escort,  had 
passed  there  during  the  night,  going  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Thoroughfare  Gap. 

Our  cavalxy  immediately  started  in  pursuit^  and 
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had  proceeded  not  more  than  a  mile  when  the 
"  hlue  coats"  were  discovered  at  a  small  Tillage 
known  as  Haymarket.  Not  waiting  to  ascertain 
their  strength  or  position,  the  commanding  officer 
ordered  companies  D,  G,  and  H  to  charge  upon 
the  town,  while  he  held  companies  A,  B,  F,  and 
I,  with  the  artillery,  in  reserve. 

Regardless  of  the  numhers  that  might  oppose 
them,  our  boys  raised  a  yell  and  dashed  off  at 
full  speed — Capt.  Randolph,  of  company  H,  lead- 
ing the  column  in  the  most  gallant  style.  After 
a  slight  resistance,  the  enemy  commenced  a  pre- 
cipitate flight,  when  the  remaining  companies  were 
ordered  to  charge.  The  work  was  short  and  quick 
— the  whole  party  being  "bagged"  in  a  few  mo- 
ments. One  lieutenant  and  twenty-six  privates 
were  made  prisoners,  and  three  killed;  seven 
wagons,  loaded  with  quartermaster  and  commis- 
sary stores,  were  taken ;  also,  two  contrabands, 
(runaways,)  twenty  splendid  horses,  twenty-four 
mules,  twenty-five  sabres,  twenty-seven  army  re- 
peaters, an4  the  same  number  of  breech-loading 
rifles.     Our  loss  was  none  killed  or  wounded. 

Having  learned  that  a  large  force  was  advanc- 
ing on  our  rear  from  Centreville,  we  then  com- 
menced a  forced  march  for  Warrenton,  in  order 
to  save  the  spoils,  and  had  been  in  camp  not  more 
than  an  hour,  when  a  courier  arrived,  stating 
that  the  enemy  were  advancing  upon  Warren- 
ton.  Posting  the  different  squadrons  in  the  most 
advantageous  positions  beyond  the  town,  with 
two  pieces,  (twelve-pounders,)  under  command 
of  Lieut  Betts,  drawn  up  on  a  hill,  to  the  ex- 
treme left,  a  determined  stand  was  resolved  upon. 
Scarcely  had  these  dispositions  been  made  when 
a  small  body  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  the  ad- 
vance-guard, was  discovered  advandng  up  to  the 
turnpike,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant 

Lieut  Betts  was  ordered  to  open  on  them ;  and, 
after  several  rounds  were  fired,  they  concluded  to 
advance  no  further,  but  retreated.  The  cavalry 
were  then  ordered  to  charge,  but  night  coming 
on  they  were  prevented  from  following  up  the  re- 
treat to  a  very  great  distance.  Their  force  is  re- 
ported by  citizens  who  saw  them,  at  fifteen  hun- 
dred cavalry  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Their 
loss  in  the  skirmish  beyond  the  town  was  one 
killed  and  six  wounded.     Our  loss  nona 

Captain  Randolph  of  company  H,  also  Lieut 
Tidwell,  of  company  A,  Lieut  Baker,  of  company 
D,  and  Lieut  Betts,  of  the  artillery,  conducted 
themselves  most  gallantly  throughout  the  whole 
affair. 


Doc.  88. 
FIGHT    AT   WAVERLY,    TENN. 

MONMOUTH   "ATLAS"    ACCOUNT. 

FOBT  DoXKLSOK,  October  28. 

Mr.  Clark  :  The  Eighty-third  are  all  together 
once  more.  Companies  C  and  H  were  ordered 
here,  bag  and  baggage,  on  Tuesday  of  last  week. 
The  Seventy-first  Ohio,  or  what  is  left  of  it  — 
four  companies — took  our  places  at  Fort  Heiman. 
The  same  thing  might,  and  should  have  been 
done  long  ago.    It  would  have  been  done,  had 


our  officers  had  it  in  their  power.  But  Colond 
Lowe,  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  was  in  com- 
mand of  these  three  posts — Donelson,  Henry  and 
Heiman,  and  for  some  reason  —  known  only  to 
himself —  chose  to  divide  us.  But  he  has  la't^ 
been  ordered  to  Washington ;  leaving  Col  Hard- 
ing in  command  here.  As  soon  as  he  could  do 
so,  he  got  us  together.  We  earnestly  hope  that 
we  may  not  again  be  separated.  I  like  the  loca- 
tion much  better  than  that  at  Fort  Hdman. 

On  our  arrival  here,  we  learned  that  five  com- 
panies of  the  Eighty-third,  with  one  field-piece 
of  Flood's  battery,  had  gone  oat  on  a  scout,  to 
the  direction  of  Waverly,  a  small  town  aboot 
thirty-five  miles  south-west  fix>m  here,  where  t 
rebel  regiment  was  said  to  be  encamped.  Hm 
place  is  called  by  the  rebels  *'  secesh  heaTen,^ 
from  the  fact  that  no  Union  soldiers  have  ever 
been  there.  But,  if  reports  are  true,  our  bors 
made  them  think  it  was  nearly — something  eis«. 
On  Thursday  aft;emoon  three  runners  came  back, 
and  rep'orted  that  we  were  hotly  engaged  with 
the  enemy  a  few  miles  fi*om  Waverly ;  but  coul-1 
give  no  particulars,  more  than  that  we  had  loft 
one  man  killed  and  several  wounded.  AU  was 
excitement  in  camp.  All  kinds  of  rumors  were 
afloat ;  some  saying  that  our  boys  had  been  sur- 
rounded by  the  rebels,  and  all  killed  and  captured 

The  long  roll  was  beaten,  and  we  were  called 
into  line  of  battle.  Orders  were  given  for  us  to 
repair  to  our  quarters  and  remain  there,  ready  to 
turn  out  at  a  moment's  warning,  and  to  sleep  oq 
our  arms  at  night  About  eight  o*clodk  two  mes- 
sengers arrived  with  despatches  to  the  effect  that 
we  had  had  a  fight,  scattered  them,  captured  sev- 
eral prisoners,  and  were  retreating  back.  It  was 
thought  best  not  to  follow  them  up,  with  the 
force  they  had,  as  it  was  said  there  was  a  strong 
rebel  force  encamped  about  ten  miles  beyond. 
As  ^pon  as  this  report  came  in,  a  few,  who'  hap- 
pened to  be  at  headquarters,  heard  it,  and  gave  a 
shout  All  made  a  rush  to  hear  the  news,  know- 
ing that  some  good  news  had  come.  As  soon  as 
the  facts  were  made  known  to  us,  oh !  what  long 
and  loud  cheers  were  given  for  the  Eighty-third 
I  don't  think  as  many  of  us  slept  on  our  arsis 
that  night,  as  would,  had  we  not  heard  the  true 
state  of  things.  We  also  learned  firom  thta 
messengers,  that  the  men  that  came  in  in  the  af- 
ternoon, had  thrown  Awaj  their  guns,  etc,  aod 
run  at  the  first  fire.  What  will  be  done  with 
them,  I  do  not  know ;  but  they  certainly  sbouli 
be  punished. 

On  Friday  morning,  four  companies  more  were 
ordered  out,  with  five  days'  rations.  The  cvn^ 
of  which  I  could  not  learn ;  for  they,  with  the 
five  first  sent  out|  all  returned  in  the  afternoon. 
The  victors  brought  in  eleven  prisoners,  taken  in 
the  fight  One  or  two  of  them  are  said  to  bare 
been  taken  in  the  fight  at  this  place  in  February 
last,  and  but  lately  exchanged. 

George  Cox,  company  A,  of  Ellison,  was  shot 
through  the  heart,  and  died  instantly.  I^«^k 
Wagstaft^  company  A,  was  slightly  wounded  A 
spent  ball  struck  a  leather  str^>  across  bii 
breast,  slightly  bruising,  but  not  hresking,  the 
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skin.  A  buckshot  passed  through  the  side  of 
bis  knee,  and  another  lodged  in  the  butt  of  his 
gun  at  the  same  tima  Two  in  company^  {2  were 
s%htly  wounded — one  through  the  thigh,  the 
other  getting  a  bullet-hole  through  his  ear. 

All  but  Sie  few  who  ran  at  the  first  fire,  are 
F.iid  to  hare  acted  nobly,  and  fought  bravely 
while  they  had  a  chance.  Great  praise  is  given 
tj  M^or  Brott,  who  was  in  command,  for  his 
r^lness  and  bravery.  Adjutant  Casey  is  said  to 
hare  showed  coolness  and  good  judgment  in  the 
fi^ht  Dan.  Eilenberger,  who  had  kitely  been  re- 
mored  from  the  position  of  wagon-master,  and 
put  fflto  the  ranKs,  for  some  imaginary  miscon- 
duct, when  our  teams  had  got  into  a  close  place 
artd  were  about  to  be  captured,  rushed  forward, 
''•ok  charge  of  them,  and  drove  them  to  a  place 
of  safety.  He  has  since  been  reinstated,  which 
^p€ab  well  for  his  conduct  on  that  occasion. 


Doc.  89. 
COLONEL  LEE'S  RECONNOISSANCE. 

MiaSOURI  "DEMOCRAT"   ACCOUNT. 
^B^m  or  Okiho  JoncnoM,  Mooday,  November  10, 1862. 

I  vkhs  in  great  haste  to  give  you  an  account 
of  the  reoonnoissance  just  completed,  to  Cold- 
Tater,  Miss.  On  the  eighth  instant,  Gen.  Grant 
crdered  a  strong  force  upon  this  errand,  consist- 
iiis  of  put  of  the  cavalry  division  and  two  divi- 
?ioD5  of  infantry  and  artillery.  The  cavalry, 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred  strong,  was 
33der  command  of  Col.  Lee,  of  the  Seventh  Kan- 
i*\  who  now  leads  the  division  during  Colonel 
Elmer's  absence,  and  the  infiintry,  numbering 
^e  ten  thousai^d,  was  commanded  by  Major- 
Oenenl  McPherson,  and  Brig.-Generals  Quimby 
^d  SoiliTan.  The  object  of  the  expedition  was, 
of  course,  to  harry  and  observe  the  enemy;  but 
(he  directions  were  positive  not  to  bring  on  a 
geccT&l  engagement 

Colonel  Lee  started  on  the  advance  from  this 
F<^U  at  seven  o^dock  on  the  eighth,  and  soon 
^t  in  the  enemy's  pickets  just  this  side  of  La- 
^  a  htde  viU^e  which  lies  about  twelve  miles 
K'Jth  of  La  Grange.  Three  miles  further  on  we 
«icoantered  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry,  perhaps 
^^e  hundred  strong,  whom,  after  a  short  skirmish, 
^9  scattered  and  drove  into  the  hills.  Rushing 
'^^  about  three  miles  more,  down  the  same  main 
^'^  we  learned  that  the  enemy^s  cavalry  and 
cillery  were  hurrying  up  past  us  on  a  parallel 
ntad  lying  to  the  west,  in  such  a  way  as  to  throw 
themselres  in  our  rear,  and  between  us  and  our 
^try  support  Col.  Lee  immediately  divided 
his  column,  ordering  Col  Hatch  to  keep  on  down 
t'/ward  HudsonviUe,  while  he  himself^  with  about 
s^eo  hundred  troopers,  turned  back  and  across 
|<>  attack  the  hostile  oolunm  on  the  flank.  He 
Qonied  through  the  woods  by  a  blind  by-road, 
tod  fiurly  surprised  the  enemy.  They  were 
^^  regiments  of  rebel  cavalry,  and  numbered 
about  one  thousand  seven  hunored ;  but  our  ap- 
pf^h  was  masked  by  a  grove,  and  we  had  the 
mt  adTantage  of  a  sudden,  sharp,  and  stunning 


attack.  While  they  were  filing  through  a  long 
lane,  the  Kansas  boys,  shouting  like  devils,  rush- 
ed right  up  to  the  fence  on  one  side,  and  poured 
in  a  torrent  of  leadfirom  their  revolving  rifles  and 
navy  pistols.  Volleys  of  buckshot  were  returned 
— ^indeed,  a  horse  was  shot  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  Colonel — but  in  a  few  moments  the  rebels 
broke  and  fled,  and  we  pursued  them  till  their 
retreat  became  a  rout  They  left  sixteen  dead, 
and  we  captured  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
prisoners,  one  hundred  horses,  and  a  stack  of 
shot-guns.  Among  the  prisoners  were  nine  com- 
missioned officers.  The  enemy  had  with  them 
two  field-pieces,  and  not  a  shot  was  fired  firom 
them.  W  ith  all  the  agility  of  the  most  flying  ar- 
tillery, they  were  whisked  away  in  the  retreat 

We  then  hastened  back  to  the  road  whence 
we  had  thus  been  diverted,  and  advanced  to 
Hudsonville  about  nine  p.m.,  when  we  came  up 
with  CoL  Hatch,  who  bad  finished  a  considerable 
skirmish,'  and  captured  thirty-five  prisoners. 
Falling  back  a  mile,  we  camped  for  the  night, 
and  next  morning,  with  three  himdred  men,  dis- 
mounted, we  crossed  the  Coldwater,  and  soon 
found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  on  a 
range  of  hills,  and  apparently  about  ten  thousand 
strong.  As  they  very  rudely  opened  upon  us  a 
fire  of  canister  and  shell,  we  concluded  to  retire. 

And  so  ended  what  seemed  to  me  one  of  the 
most  dashing  and  successful  reconnoissances  of 
the  war— especially  if  you  remember  that  it  was 
mainly  achieved  by  our  cavalry  division,  our  in- 
fantr/ force  mJning  near  Lmar.  The  in- 
formation  we  obtained  may  be  briefly  sunomed  up. 
On  November  second.  Gen.  Mansfield  Lovell,  in 
command  at  Coldwater,  fell  back  through  Holly 
Springs.  Gen.  Pemberton  coming  up  from  the 
capital  of  Mississippi,  on  the  fifth,  stopped  him, 
and  ordered  that  Coldwater  should  be  again  oc- 
cupied. Since  then  Lovell  has  been  there  with 
his  division ;  and  also  Tilghman,  with  a  division 
composed  chiefly  of  exchanged  prisoners  firom 
Island  No.  Ten  and  Donelson.  Attached  to  this 
force  are  six  four-gun  batteries.  Price  lay  with 
twelve  thousand  men  seven  miles  below  Holly 
Springs,  on  the  Salem  road,  while  twenty-two 
miles  farther  south,  at  Abbeysviile,  were  some  ^ 
thirteen  thousand  militia,  or  conscripts.  This 
constitutes  all  the  rebel  force  in  this  vidnity  at 
the  date  of  this  letter,  though  others  may  be 
crossing  at  Yicksburgh,  thanks  to  those  who  per- 
mit crossing  to  be  done  at  that  point 

Three  weeks  ago  Gen.  Armstrong  left  Holly 
Springs  with  seven  thousand  men  on  his  way  to 
Port  Hudson,  a  point  above  Baton  Rouge,  which 
is  being  strongly  fortified.  He  has  since  resign- 
ed. Van  Dom  is  now  at  Holly  Springs  under 
arrest,  and  is  succeeded,  as  you  know,  by  Pem- 
berton. 

Doc.  40. 
SKIRMISH   AT   SOUTH-FORK,  VIRGINL/L 

HiABQOJixms,  CiKonrvATi,  Not.  IS,  1862. 

MtMor- General  ff.  W.Hallech,  GeneraUn- Chief: 
Genibal  Kellit,  on  the  tenth,  attacked  Im- 
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boden^s  campf  eighteen  miles  south  of  MooreOeld, 
Hardy  County,  Virginia,  routing  him  completely, 
killing  and  wounding  many,  and  capturing  his 
camps,  fifty  prisoners,  a  quantity  of  arms,  and  a 
large  number  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  wagons,  etc 
The  enemy  was  entirely  dispersed,  and  fled  to 
the  mountains.  H.  G.  Wkigbt, 

M«Jor-Geoeral  Commanding. 
DESPATCH   FROM   GENERAL   KELLEY. 

MooBSPiBLD,  Hakdt  Coumtt,  Not.  10, 1862. 

To  Gorernor  Pierpont : 

I  left  New-Creek  on  Saturday  morning,  the 
eighth  instant,  and  after  a  continuous  march  of 
twenty  four  hours,  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles, 
reached  Imboden^s  camp  on  the  South-Fork,  eigh- 
teen miles  south  of  this  place,  at  half-past  six 
o'clock  yesterday  morning. 

We  attacked  him  at  once  and  routed  him  com- 
pletely, killing  and  wounding  many  of  the  enemy ; 
also  capturing  his  camp,  fifty  prisoners,  a  quan- 
tity of  arms,  three  hundred  and  fifty  fat  h<^8,  a 
large  number  of  horses,  cattle,  wagons,  etc.  The 
infantry  were  routed  and  entirely  dispirited,  flee- 
ing to  the  mountains.  Their  cavalry  were,  un- 
fortunately for  us,  away  on  an  expedition,  or  our 
success  would  have  been  complete.  We  burnt 
their  camp  and  returned  to  this  place  this  even- 
ing. 

I  had  with  me  a  detachment  of  the  First  New- 
York  cavaliy,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Mc- 
Reynolds,  the  Ringgold  cavalry,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  Keys,  the  Washington  cavalry, 
commanded  by  Captain  Greenfield,  Rourk's  bat- 
tery, and  three  companies  of  the  Twenty-third 
Illinois  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Moore. 

The  infantry  companies  were  carried  in  wagons. 
My  troops  cannot  be  surpassed  for  patient  endur- 
ance on  the  march  or  for  gallant  bearing  when  in 
action.  Our  attack  was  so  unexpected  and  im- 
petuous that  our  loss  is  trifling,  three  or  four 
men  slightly  and  one  severely  wounded ;  none 
killed.  B.  F.  Relley, 

Brigrdler-General. 

Doc.  41. 
GENERAL  BUTLER'S  ORDER, 

ENFORCINO  THE   CONFISCATION  ACT. 

Hkadqdabters  DcpARTMB^rr  or  thb  OuLr, ) 
Nzw-Orlsanb,  November  9, 1868.         f 

General  Order  No.  91. 

Tde  Commanding  General  being  informed,  and 
believing,  that  the  district  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi River,  lately  taken  possession  of  by  the 
United  States  troops,  is  most  largely  occupied 
by  persons  disloyal  to  the  United  States,  and 
whose  property  has  become  liable  to  confiscation 
under  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  proclamation 
of  the  President,  and  that  sales  and  transfers  of 
said  property  are  being  made  for  the  purpose  of 
depriving  the  Government  of  the  same,  has  deter- 
mined, in  order  to  secure  the  rights  of  all  per- 
sons as  well  as  those  of  the  Government,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  enabling  the  crops  now  growing 


to  be  taken  care  of  and  secured,  and  the  unem- 
ployed laborers  to  be  set  at  work  and  provision 
made  for  payment  for  their  labor : 
To  order,  as  follows : 

1.  That  all  the  property  within  the  district  to 
be  known  as  the  '^District  of  Lafourche,"  be  and 
hereby  is  sequestered,  and  all  sales  or  transfers 
thereof  are  forbidden,  and  will  be  hdd  invalid 

2.  The  district  of  Lafourche  will  comprise  all 
the  territory  in  the  State  of  Louisiana  lyin^  west 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  except  the  parishes  of 
Plaquemines  and  Jefferson. 

8.  That 

Major  Jos.  M.  Bdl,  Provost-Judge,  President, 
Lieut -CoL  J.  B.  Kinsman,  A.D.C., 
Capt  Fuller,  (Seventy-fifth  New- York  volun- 
teers,) Provost-Marshal  of  the  district, 
be  a  commission  to  take  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty in  said  district,  to  make  an  accurate  inven- 
tory of  the  same,  and  to  gather  up  and  collect  aH 
such  personal  property,  and  to  turn  over  to  ihi 
proper  officers,  upon  their  receipts,  such  of  said 
property  as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  tlie 
United  States  army,  to  collect  together  all  the 
other  personal  property,  and  to  bring  the  sain« 
to  New-Orleans,  and  cause  it  to  be  sold  at  puMic 
auction  to  the  highest  bidders,  and  after  deduct- 
ing the  necessary  expenses  of  care,  collection,  and 
transportation,  to  hold  the  proceeds  thereof  fuV 
ject  to  the  just  claims  of  loyal  citizens  and  tho» 
neutral  foreigners  who,  in  good  faith,  shall  appear 
to  be  the  owners  of  the  same. 

4.  Every  loyal  citizen  or  neutral  foreigDervho 
shall  be  found  in  actual  possession  and  owner- 
ship of  any  property  in  said  district,  not  hirinc 
acquired  the  same  by  any  title  since  the  eigh- 
teenth day  of  September  last,  may  have  bi^ 
property  returned  or  deliver&l  to  him  without 
sale,  upon  establishing  his  condition  to  the  judi* 
ment  of  the  commission. 

5.  All  sales  made  by  any  person  not  a  Ion! 
citizen  or  foreign  neutral,  since  the  dghteeoth 
day  of  September,  shall  be  held  void,  and  al: 
sales  whatever,  made  with  the  intent  to  deprive 
the  Government  of  its  rights  of  confiscation,  will 
be  held  void,  at  what  time  soever  made. 

6.  The  commission  is  authorized  to  employ  in 
working  the  plantation  of  any  person  who  ha^ 
remained  quietly  at  his  home,  whether  he  b^ 
loyal  or  disloyal,  the  negroes  who  may  be  fonnd 
in  said  district,  or  who  have,  or  may  hereafter 
claim  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  np^n 
the  terms  set  forth  in  a  memorandum  of  a  c*^ 
tract  heretofore  offered  to  the  planters  of  the 
parishes  of  Plaquemines  and  St  Bemsrd.  <r 
white  labor  may  be  employed  at  the  election  <'f 
the  commission. 

7.  The  commissioners  will  cause  to  be  pir- 
chased  such  supplies  as  may  be  necessary,  and 
convey  them  to  such  convenient  dep6ts  as  to  ^tip- 
ply  the  planters  in  the  making  of  the  crop,  whi'4i 
supplies  will  b^  charged  against  the  onop  R)ai.u* 
factured,  and  shall  constitute  a  lien  thereoa 

8.  The  commissioners  are  authorized  to  wnnc 
for  the  account  of  the  United  States  such  planta- 
tions as  are  deserted  by  their  owners,  or  are  held 
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by  disloyftl  owners,  M  may  seem  to  them  ex- 
pedient, for  the  purpose  of  saving  the  crops. 

9.  Any  persons  who  have  not  actually  been  in 
inns  against  the  United  States  since  the  occupa- 
tion of  New-Orleans  by  its  forces,  and  who  shall 
remain  peaceably  upon  their  plantations,  afford- 
in?  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  and  who  shall  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  who  shall,  by  all  reasonable  methods, 
ki  1  the  United  States  when  called  upon,  may  be 
f  mpowered  by  the  commission  to  work  their  own 
pUntatioDs,  make  their  own  crop,  and  to  retain 
prtyt-^ession  of  their  own  property,  except  such  as 
i^  necessary  for  the  military  uses  of  the  United 
Si'ite;.  And  to  all  such  persons  the  commission 
vt  authorized  to  furnish  means  of  transportation 
for  their  crops  and  supplies,  at  just  and  equitable 
pices. 

1".  The  commissioners  are  empowered  and 
antborized  to  hear,  determine,  and  definitely  re- 
pc^  Dpon  all  questions  of  the  loyalty,  disloyalty, 
OF  neutrality  of  the  various  claimants  of  property 
'ithin  said  district ;  and  further,  to  report  such 
ptTsons  as  in  their  judgment  ought  to  be  recqm- 
n^emted  by  the  Commanding  General  to  the 
^dent  for  amnesty  and  pardon,  so  that  they 
Eayhave  their  property  returned;  to  the  end 
|bt  all  persons  that  are  loyal  may  suffer  as  little 
injury  as  possible,  and  that  all  persons  who  have 
Wo  heretofore  disloyal,  may  have  opportunity 
Bw  to  prove  their  loyalty  and  to  return  to  their 
kllt^nce,  and  save  their  property  from  confisca- 
^^'fi,  if  such  shall  be  the  determination  of  the 
OpTenunent  of  the  United  States.  By  command 
<^i  Major-Geheral  Butleb. 

Gdx  C.  Strong, 

A,  JL  General,  Chief  of  SUft 


Doc.  42. 
GENERAL  FOSTER'S   EXPEDITION 

THROUGH  EASTERN  NORTH-CAROLINA. 
GENERAL    F08TER*S   OFFICIAL   REPORT. 

HKAPQVAIITOtS  DRPABTXBirr  09  NORTH-  ) 

Cabouxa,  Nbwbkkv,  Nov.  18, 1862.      f 

^^i'lf-Otn,  EaUech^  General-in'Oh^f,  U.8,A,  : 
Oevmal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
^?^^^Ue  to  my  letter  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  in- 
SfTfting  you  of  my  intention  to  make  an  expedi- 
^-i'^  through  the  eastern  counties  of  this  State, 
and  itating  the  object  of  the  move,  I  left  this  post 
'« the  thirty-first  ultimo,  and  have  just  amved 
^<>  on  my  return. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you  that  although  the 
'^ul  pUm  for  tiie  capture  of  the  three  regi- 
i^^'sts  foraging  in  that  section  was,  owing  to  l£e 
^)t>iition  c^  the  roads,  frustrated,  the  expedition 
^1  he  of  great  service  to  our  cause  in  this  de- 

The  First  btigade,  under  command  of  Colonel 
T  J.  C.  Amory,  together  with  the  artillery,  cav- 
^7  and  wagon-tnin^  were  marched  from  this 
Y^X  across  the  country  to  Washington ;  the 
^*^e  of  my  forces,  including  the  Second  bri- 
S^  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  Uie  Third  brigade, 


Colonel  Lee,  were  embarked  on  transports,  and 
landed  at  Washington,  where  th^  were  joined 
by  Colonel  Amory's  command  on  Saturday  even- 
ing, the  second  instant 

On  Sunday,  the  third,  all  the  forces,  including 
artillery,  left  Washington,  under  my  command, 
for  Williamston.  On  Uie  evening  of  the  same  diiy 
we  encountered  the  enemy,  posted  in  a  strong 
position  at  a  small  creek  called  Little  Creek.  I 
immediately  ordered  CoL  Stevenson,  commanding 
the  Second  brigade,  who  was  then  in  the  advance, 
to  make  all  haste  in  driving  them  from  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  creek,  and  push  on  at  once.  The 
engagement  lasted  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  be- 
ing driven  from  their  rifle-pits  by  the  effective 
fire  of  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery,  retired  to 
Rawls*s  Mills,  one  mile  further  on,  where  they 
made  another  stand  in  a  recently  constructed 
field-work.  Belger^s  battery  and  two  batteries  of 
the  Third  New- York  artillery,  were  immediately 
ordered  into  position,  and  after  a  spirited  engage- 
ment of  half  an  hour,  succeeded  in  driving  the  en- 
emy from  their  works,  and  across  a  bridge,  which 
they  burned.  That  night,  while  the  pioneers 
built  the  burnt  bridge,  the  forces  bivouacked  on 
the  field,  and  proceeded  next  morning  to  Wil- 
liamson, where  we  arrived  about  noon.  We 
started  firom  there  after  a  short  rest,  in  pursuit  of 
the  enemy,  bivouacking  about  five  miles  from 
that  place.  On  the  following  day  we  reached  and 
occupied  the  fortifications  at  Rainbow  Banks, 
three  miles  below  Hamilton,  and  then  pushed  on 
to  Hamilton.  There  we  expected  to  find  some 
iron-clad  boats  said  to  be  in  the  process  of  con- 
struction at  Hamilton,  but  discovered  nothing  of 
the  kind.  On  the  sixth,  we  left  Hamilton,  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy  toward  Tarboro,  and  en- 
camped on  the  same  night  within  ten  miles  of  that 
place.  It  was  my  intention  to  pursue  the  enemy 
toward  Tarboro,  but  the  exhausted  condition  of 
my  men,  most  of  whom  had  been  sick  during  the 
last  two  months  and  had  not  yet  recovered  their 
strength,  and  the  provisions  being  entirely  ex- 
hausted, so  that  I  had  to  subsist  the  command  by 
foraging,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were 
being  largely  reenforced  by  rail,  changed  my 
plans,  and  on  the  following  morning,  the  seventh 
instant,  I  countermarched  the  column,  making 
Hamilton  the  same  night,  where  we  remained  tiU 
the  next  morning,  when  we  marched  for  William- 
ston in  the  midst  of  a  severe  snow-storm.  At  Wil- 
liamston we  remained  a  day,  in  order  to  give  the 
men  an  opportunit^r  to  rest  At  daylight  the 
next  day,  the  tenth  instant,  we  started  for  Ply- 
mouth, where  we  arrived  that  night  The  fol- 
lowing day  the  troops  were  all  reSmbarked  at 
Newbem. 

During  the  engagement  at  Rawls*s  Mills  and 
at  Hamilton,  we  captured  five  prisoners,  who  were 
paroled  at  Williamston.  The  loss  on  our  side  con- 
sisted in  six  killed  and  eight  wounded. 

The  expedition  was  instrumental  in  saving  the 
town  and  forces  at  Plymouth  fix)m  destruction 
and  capture,  as  I  found  upon  mj  arrival  at  the 
place  that  the  enemy's  forces,  while  lying  in  the 
vicinity,  besides  being  engaged  in  foraging,  had 
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reconstructed  a  bridge  over  the  creek,  three  miles 
outside  the  town,  for  the  transportation  of  their 
artillery  to  the  opposite  bank.  I  also  learned, 
from  information  gathered  on  the  spot,  that  an 
immediate  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  the 
place ;  but  upon  hearing  of  my  advance  from 
Washington,  and  seeing  the  danger  of  their  cap- 
ture, they  beat  a  precipitate  and  hasty  retreat 

The  navy  under  command  of  Com.  Davenport, 
senior  officer,  cooperated  heartily  with  me  during 
the  whole  time,  by  sending  five  gunboats  to  Ham- 
ilton, and  their  placing  four  boat-howitzers,  with 
th^r  crews,  at  my  disposal. 

I  desire  to  motion  particularly  the  efficient 
conduct  of  Colonel  Stevenson,  commanding  the 
Second  brigade,  and  Colonel  Potter,  of  the  Furst 
North-Carolina  Union  volunteers. 

I  recommend  that  Colonel  Stevenson,  for  his 
efficient  services  on  this  march,  and  in  the  affair 
at  Little  Creek  and  Rawls's  Mills,  as  well  as  pre- 
vious services  at  the  battles  of  Roanoke  and  New- 
born, be  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, to  date  from  November  third,  1862.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant  J.  G.  Foster, 

Blajor-Oenerol  CommandiDg. 
BOSTON  "TRANSCRIPT"  ACCOUNT. 

Camp  op  tob  Fiptr  Mabsachubitts  RKGninrT, ) 
Nkwbkbk,  N.  C,  Nov.  18, 1863.         f 

The  Fifth  Massachusetts  regiment,  since  it  left 
Boston  on  the  twenty  second  of  October,  has  en- 
dured a  ^eater  share  of  the  hardships  of  war 
than  usually  falls  to  the  lot  of  new  regiments. 
During  the  brief  time  which  it  has  been  absent 
from  Massachusetts,  it  has  sailed  over  one  thou- 
sand miles  in  crowded  transports,  marched  one 
hundred  and  seven  miles  over  wretched  roads 
and  in  all  varieties  of  weather,  from  burning  heat 
to  extreme  cold  and  snow,  camping  without  tents 
for  more  than  a  week ;  has  five  times  taken  three 
days*  rations  in  their  haversacks,  and  has  smelt 
the  smoke  of  battle,  though  not  brought  imme- 
diately imder  the  enemy's  fire. 

The  regiment  had  been  but  two  days  in  camp 
here,  and  was  still  subsisting  on  the  rations 
served  out  on  board  the  steamer  Mississippi, 
when  orders  were  received  from  Major-General 
Foster  to  prepare  to  depart  immediately  upon  an 
important  expedition.  Many  of  the  necessary 
equipments  had  not  yet  been  distributed  to  the 
men,  nor  had  the  arrangements  for  cooking  been 
perfected ;  but  within  twelve  hours  from  the  time 
of  receiving  the  order,  guns,  ammunition,  and 
three  days*  rations  had  been  supplied  to  the 
troops,  and  they  were  ready  to  leave  camp  at 
four  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  Octo- 
ber thirtieth.  Twenty-five  men  of  each  company 
w^ere  detailed  to  remain  at  Newbem  as  a  camp- 
guard. 

On  reaching  the  wharf  where  we  were  to  em- 
bark, it  became  evident  that  the  expedition  was 
one  of  considerable  magnitude,  and  that  about 
six  thousand  troops  of  all  arms  were  to  take  part 
in  it,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  of  Massachu- 
setts regiments.    The  Forty-fourth  and  Seven- 


teenth Massachusetts  regiments,  the  Third  New- 
York  cavaky  and  twenty-three  pieces  of  artillery, 
had  already  left  by  land  for  Washington,  N.  C. 
and  two  gunboats  and  seven  transports  were  wait- 
ing to  take  the  balance  of  the  expedition  to  the 
same  place.  The  troops  taken  by  the  fleet  were 
the  Fifth  Massachusetts,  five  companies  of  the 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  eight  of  the  Twen- 
ty-fourth Massachusetts,  six  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts,  eight  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Mas- 
sachusetts, Fifth  Rhode  Island,  eight  oompaniea 
of  the  Twenty-fifth  New-Jersey,  and  the  T<mth 
Connecticut 

The  fleet  sailed  at  nine  o'clock  on  the  moming 
of  the  thirtieth  October,  and  passing  down  the 
river  Neuse  into  Pamlico  Sound,  arrived  at  Wa.cb- 
ington,  at  the  entrance  of  Tar  River,  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  thirty-first,  after  a  pleasant  pa^aga 
Here  a  marine  battery  of  four  pieces  were  addi^ 
to  the  artillexy  force. 

The  departure  of  the  army  from  Washington 
was  delayed  twenty-four  hours  by  the  ntm-arnval 
of  the  force  marching  overland,  and  it  was  not 
until  the  morning  of  November  second  that  the 
whole  expedition  set  out  for  the  interior,  in  three 
brigades,  under  Colonels  Amory,  Stevenson  and 
Lee.  The  Fifth  Massachusetts  was  in  Col.  Lee's 
brigade,  the  Forty-fourth  was  in  that  of  Colonel 
Stevenson.  The  Twenty-third  Massadiusetts  was 
commanded  by  Major  Chambers.  M^or-G«neraI 
Foster  commanded  the  expedition  in  person. 

The  column  took  up  the  march  toward  WH- 
liamston,  twenty-five  miles  distant,  Geo.  Steveo- 
son's  brigade  at  the  head,  and  tiie  New-Yodc 
cavalry  thrown-  out  in  advance.  Skirmishers 
were  sent  out  to  the  right  and  left,  as  the  army 
proceeded.  When  nine  miles  firom  W&shington 
a  small  rebel  camp  was  found,  fit)m  which  the 
enemy  had  hastily  fled,  after  burning  such  of 
their  equipments  as  they  could  not  convenientlj 
take  with  them. 

Our  route  lay  through  a  level  country,  the  eo3 
sandy,  intermixed  with  a  light  loam,  extremelv 
difficult  to  march  on.  An  unbroken  forest  of 
pines,  seeming  almost  interminable,  lay  on  either 
side.  In  some  places  the  road  was  coTered  with 
water  a  foot  deep,  for  a  great  distance.  The  day 
was  extremely  warm,  and  our  progress  was  neces- 
sarily slow,  many  of  the  troops,  both  of  the  M  and 
new  regiments,  falling  out  of  the  ranks  from  cs- 
haustion. 

At  four  P.M.,  when  within  six  miles  of  TVil- 
liamston,  cannonading  and  musket-firing  ins 
heard  in  the  advance,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained 
that  a  body  of  seven  hundred  rebels,  with  two 
artillery  pieces,  had  made  a  stand  in  a  reiy  coo* 
manding  position  on  the  opposite  bank  of  a  small 
creek,  at  a  place  called  Old  Ford.  The  mann« 
battexy  and  the  New-York  battery  opened  up«o 
them,  and  the  Forty-fourth  Massachtisetts,  sup- 
ported by  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts, 
charged  across  the  stream,  and  the  rebel  positica 
was  speedily  carried,  the  marine  battery  losing 
one  man  killed,  James  King,  of  Chicago ;  and  the 
Forty-fourth  Massachusette  two  men,  Charks 
Morse  and Rollins.    The  rebel  kes  ooold 
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^)0t  be  ascertained,  as  they  remored  all  the  bod- 
ies of  their  dead  except  one. 

The  rebels  retreated  to  rifle-pits  at  Rawb's 
^niis,  one  mile  distant,  from  which  they  were 
^peeilly  driven  out  —  our  troops  losing  but  one 
0mk,  Thomas  Peterson,  of  the  Twenty-fourth — 
«r\ien  the  mun  body  of  our  army  crossed  the 
streftm  on  a  foot-bridge,  constructed  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  encamped  for  the  night  in  a  corn-field, 
fiear  the  deserted  rifle-pits,  without  tents  (having 
brought  none  vnth  them)  at  two  o'clock  on  the 
morning  of  the  third,  after  a  march  of  twenty 
miles  and  a  tedious  service  of  twenty-two  hours. 
The  anny  resumed  its  march  after  five  hours' 
iKt«  the  weather  being  extremely  hot  and  trying 
to  the  troops.     The  country  through  which  we 
fanned  was  more  undulating  and  diversified  than 
«n  the  first  day,  and  large  fields  of  cotton,  com, 
tnd  sweet  potatoes  were  seen  along  the  route. 
Our  brigade,  coniposed  of  the  Fifth  and  Twenty- 
serentli  Massachusetts  and  the  Ninth  New-Jer- 
$eT,  led  the  advance.     A  fight  was  expected  at 
^Vjiiijunston,  but  when  the  army  approached  the 
torn  it  was  found  to  be  evacuated  by  the  rebel 
forces  and  deserted  by  most  of  its  inhabitants. 
fire  Federal  gtuiboats  were  lying  in  front  of  the 
torn,  ready  to  cooperate  with  the  army  in  the 
redaction  of  a  strong  rebel  fort  at  Rainbow  Blufi^ 
en  the   Roanoke  River,  near  Hamilton,  twelve 
miles  farther  on.     Guards  were  stationed  at  the 
tenanted  houses,  and  our  troops  were  quartered 
ia  the  deserted  dwellings  for  rest  and  refreshment 
Rei^uming  its  march  in  the  afternoon,  our  army 
tnc&mped  for  the  night  in  a  field  five  miles  be- 
jond  Williamstpn,  and  on  moving  again  on  the 
fix^ming  of  the  fourth,  proceeded  without  opposi- 
tiui)  to  within  two  miles  of  Hamilton,  when  it 
^ii  obliged  to  halt  two  hours  to  repair  a  bridge 
*i<stroyed  by  the  retreating  foe.     This  being  done, 
the  army  entered  Hamilton,  finding  the  town  al- 
■k^  entirely  deserted,  the  rebels  having  evacu- 
ated it  and  removed  their  cannon  from  the  fort  at 
lUinbow  Blnfil     Our  army  camped  in  the  rear  of 
(He  t«>wn,  and  foragers  were  sent  into  the  place 
ta  procure  supplies.    Some  of  the  troops,  in  irio- 
h^  of  the  orders  of  General  Foster,  wantonly 
^troyod  property  which  they  could  not  use  or 
Cttry  away,  and  many  of  the  deserted  houses 
^en:  set  on  fire  and  destroyed,  presenting  a  sad 
spectacle  of  the  ravages  of  war,  as  our  army 
Marched  out  of  the  town  during  the  evening,  its 
*aT  lifted  by  the  glare  of  the  conflagration, 
n^  destruction  of  property  would  not  have  oo- 
ntrred  had  the  inhabitants  remained,  for  no  occu- 
^  houses  were  damaged ;  but  the  fears  of  the 
citizens  were  aroused  by  the  retreating  rebels, 
vhoL  as  they  passed  through  the  town,  reported 
^  our  army  would  shell  it,  and  thus  induced 
^  unfortunate  people  to  leave  it,  taking  their 
valuable  movable  goods,  and  leaving  their  dwell- 
kipt  exposed  to  the  torches  of  soldiers  who  treat 
ii»  rebels  all  those  who  will  not  remain  in  their 
^omes  and  aocept  Federal  protection. 

Tnree  mUes  beyond  Hamilton  our  army  en- 
^unped  on  a  lam  plantation  owned  by  a  rebel, 
»We  an  abun&nce  of  pigs,  poultry,  corn  and 
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sweet  potatoes  was  found  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  troops  and  horses.  Here  the  whole  encamp- 
ment could  be  taken  in  at  one  view,  and  the 
scene  at  night,  when  more  than  one  hundred 
camp-fires  were  lighted,  over  an  area  of  several 
hundred  acres,  was  brilliantly  grand. 

The  next  day,  November  fifth,  our  advanced 
guard  came  up  with  the  enemy's  cavalry,  when 
within  seven  miles  of  Tiirboro,  and  a  small  force 
of  cavalry  and  infantry  were  stationed  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  the  enemy,  while  the  main 
body  of  our  troops,  taking  another  and  more  cir- 
cuitous route,  marched  within  fdur  miles  of  Tar- 
boro,  with  the  view  of  capturing  three  rebel  regi- 
ments known  to  have  been  stationed  there,  and 
of  cutting  the  important  railroad  connections,  at 
that  place.  But  our  delay  at  Washington  had 
given  the  enemy  time  to  concentrate  his  troops, 
and  the  whistles  of  reenforcing  rebel  trains  were 
heard  through  the  night,  while  our  scouts  came 
in  on  the  morning  of  the  sixth  and  reported  the 
confederates  fifleen  thousand  to  twenty  thousand 
strong  at  Tarboro.  They  had  skirmished  with 
the  enemy's  advanced  guard  during  the  night,  and 
lost  one  man  of  the  New- York  cavalry. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  in  view  of  the 
effect  of  an  impending  rain-storm  on  the  roads, 
our  army  commenced  retiring  toward  Hamilton, 
which  we  reached  at  five  p.m.  on  the  sixth,  afler 
a  laborious  march  of  fifteen  miles,  through  al- 
most constant  rain,  and  over  roads  in  a  condition 
utterly  inconceivable  to  those  unacquainted  with 
the  wretchedness  of  Southern  thoroughfares  in 
rainy  weather.  For  a  great  part  of  the  distance 
the  road  had  the  appearance  of  an  immense  mor- 
tar-bed, through  which  our  troops  waded,  some- 
times knee-deep,  and  the  artillery  and  cavalry 
horses  wallowed  and  floundered  as4n  a  sea.  Some- 
times the  mud  had  the  adhesiveness  of  wax,  and 
acted  on  our  boots  with  the  effect  of  a  bootjack. 

After  a  night's  rest  and  abundant  meals  from 
the  supplies  brought  in  by  our  foragers,  we  re- 
sumed our  march  on  the  morning  of  the  seventh, 
amid  snow  and  sleet,  over  roads  yet  unsettled, 
toward  Williamston,  thirteen  miles  distant,  which 
we  reached  at  four  p.m.,  quartering  as  before  in 
the  deserted  houses,  and  remaining  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ninth  for  much  needed  rest  While 
remaining  at  .Williamston  our  troops  cut  down 
the  whipping-post,  and  burned  the  jail,  in  which 
over  thirty  Union  prisoners  had  been  confined 
until  the  arrival  of  our  troops,  when  they  were 
tied  to  the  rear  of  baggi^e-wagons,  and  compel- 
led to  follow  the  retreating  rebels. 

On  the  ninth  we  marched  eighteen  miles  from 
Williamston  to  within  four  miles  of  Plymouth, 
on  the  Roanoke  River,  at  the  head  of  Albemarle 
Sound.  On  the  tenth  our  camp  was  moved  to 
within  one  mile  of  Plymouth,  and  on  the  eleventh 
the-  troops  commenced  embarking  for  Newbern, 
f>ia  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds  and  the  river 
Neuse,  arriving  at  this  place  late  last  evening. 

The  results  of  the  expedition  are  the  opening 
of  the  Roanoke  River  for  gunboats  beyond  Hamil- 
ton; an  important  diversion  in  favor  of  other 
Federal  projects,  by  compelling  the  enemy  to 
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concentrate  troops  at  Tarboro;  the  capture  of 
several  prisoners,  a  large  number  uf  horses  and 
supplies ;  and  the  release  from  bondage  of  seve- 
ral hundred  slaves,  whose  masters  ran  away  from 
them  at  our  approach,  leaving  the  dusky  contra- 
bands to  welcome  us  with  fervent  gratitude,  and 
to  join  us  at  our  departure. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  new 
troops  who  courageously  endured  the  tedious 
marches  of  the  expedition,  through  sultry  heats 
as  well  as  cold  and  sleet,  camping  under  incle- 
ment skies  without  shelter,  and  bravely  undergo- 
ing all  the  hard^ips  of  forced  marches  and  short 
rations.  Old  troops,  who  have  served  through 
this  and  former  wars,  declare  that  they  have 
never  before  had  so  rough  and  tedious  a  cam- 
paign, and  you  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
the  army  reached  Plymouth  on  its  return  with 
greatly  diminished  numbers.  As  a  specimen  of 
the  whole,  (for  new  and  old  regiments  suffered 
nearly  alike,)  I  will  cite  the  Fifth  Massachusetts 
"  regiment,  which  left  Newbern  with  seven  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eight  men,  and  after  leaving  fiftv 
in  garrison  at  Washington,  returned  to  Plymouth 
with  less  than  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  men. 

The  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  was  called  to 
endure  even  more  than  the  Fifth,  they  having 
marched  from  Newbern  to  Washington  while  our 
regiment  was  proceeding  to  the  same  destination 
by  water.  Two  companies  of  the  Forty-fourth 
were  also  engaged  in  the  night  scouting  and  skir- 
mishing near  Tarboro.  The  regiment  acquitted 
itself  creditably  in  the  actions  at  Old  Ford  and 
Rawls's  Mills. 

The  troops  who  fell  out  on  the  march  were  left 
on  board  the  gunboats  at  Williamston  and  Hamil- 
ton. Two  deaths  from  exhaustion  occurred  on 
board  the  boats,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
'learn  the  names  of  the  deceased.  Surgeon  In- 
galls  and  Assistant-Surgeon  Hoyt,  of  the  Fifth, 
were  untiring  in  their  exertions  to  promote  the 
comfort  of  the  troops,  and  have  won  the  grateful 
esteem  of  the  men  by  their  kind  attentions  dur- 
'ing  the  long  march. 

The  expedition  was  a  bold  movement  on  the 
part  of  Gen.  Foster,  and  will  convince  the  enemy 
that  they  have  a  foe  in  this  quarter  who  is  not 
disposed  to  remain  inactive  while  they  are  carry- 
ing out  their  plans,  and  that  it  will  not  be  safe 
for  them  to  send  their  forces  north  if  they  desire 
to  retain  their  hold  on  North-Carolina. 

PUESCOTT. 


Doc.  43. 
EXPEDITION  TO  GREENBRIAR,  VA. 

CAPTAIN  GILMORE*S  REPORT. 

Oamp  Somutxllb,  Ya.,  NoTember  12, 1868. 

Brigcdier-General  Crook^  Commanding  Kana- 
wha Dinition : 
Sir  :  I  herewith  submit  a  report  of  my  expedi- 

tion  into  Qreenbriar  County. 

On  the  ninth  instant,  proceeding  agreeably  to 

orders,  I  bivouacked  three  miles  beyoi.d  Gauley 

River ;  on  the  morning  I  marched  all  day  with- 


out interruption,  but  learned  that  Gen.  J^kias 
with  two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  in  addition 
to  Col.  Dunnes  force,  occupied  the  country  before 
me,  stationed  as  follows :  CoL  Dunnes  command 
between  Lewisburgh  and  Frankfort;  the  Four- 
teenUi  regular  Virginia  cavalry  at  WiUiamsburgh ; 
one  regiment  cavalry  at  Meadow  Bluffs,  pasturing 
horses,  with  a  battalion  of  four  hundred  caralrj 
on  the  wilderness  road  as  guard ;  a  small  force  a: 
White  Sulphur,  and  Gen.  Jenkins  with  the  re- 
mainder of  his  command  on  Muddy  Creek,  eight 
miles  from  Lewisburgh. 

I,  however,  pushed  forward  until  within  three 
miles  of  Williamsburgh,  where  I  came  upon  a 
wagon  train  belonging  to  General  Jenkins's  com- 
mand. They  were  encamped  for  the  night,  in- 
tending to  load  with  wheat  the  following  day.  I 
surrounded  and  captured  the  whole,  consisting 
of  prisoners  and  property  as  follows :  Nine  pri- 
soners, namely,  J.  L.  Evans,  captain  and  acting 
assistant  commis.(;ary  ;  Wm.  L.  Evans,  wagon- 
master;  two  wagoners,  (enlisted  men;)  thrti' 
wagoners,  (citizens ;)  two  negro  wagoners,  ana 
two  citizens  who  were  pressed  and  interestei 
with  the  grain. 

The  property  taken  was  as  follows:  Sertn 
wagons,  twenty-three  horses,  four  mules,  and 
twenty-four  set  of  harness.  After  setting  fire  t>* 
and  destroying  the  wagons  and  the  grain,  with  iht 
building  it  was  stored  in,  I  set  out  on  my  muru, 
meeting  Capt  Smith  with  his  command  on  Cbei 
ry  River,  ten  miles  from  Gauley  River  ford. 

I  arrived  in  this  camp  with  the  above  prisoner^ 
and  property  at  five  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  eleTeotlt 
instant  I  found  the  roads  very  bad,  impassalU 
for  wagons.  Grain  was  very  scarce ;  could  pro- 
cure but  two  feeds  for  my  horse  while  I  wi» 
gone.  The  gnun  destroyed  was  about  two  bus- 
drep  and  filly-six  bushels  of  wheat 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  v«t  respectfully,  tout 
obedient  servant,  G.  W.  Gilmore,' 

Gaptain  Gommaading  Kaxawha  SiTi-'ja. 

P.S. — One  of  the  citizens  taken,  Thomas  0. 
McClintock,  has  heretofore  taken  the  oath,  and  i^ 
the  man  who  bought  up  the  wheat    G.  W.  G. 


Doc  44. 


MESSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  BROWX. 

Exscvnrs  DBPARTinrr,  MnxKDOBntu;  Nor.  13,  l^Sl 

To  the  General  AMembly  : 

I  C0KM17NICATE  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  re 
ceived  on  yesterday,  from  Col.  Henry  H.  Floy-, 
commanding  the  militia  of  Camden  County,  i' 
forming  me  that  on  the  fourth  day  of  this  mor/v 
three  companies  of  negroes  were  landed  in  S 
Mary's,  who,  after  insulting  the  few  ladies  r; 
maining  there,  and  taking  every  thing  they  cuul 
lay  their  hands  upon,  retired  to  their  gunliot 
without  the  slightest  mol«tation.  On  the  ^a-ti 
day,  all  the  s5t-works  in  the  county  wer«  di 
stroyed,  except  two,  which,  by  this  time,  hai 
capacity  to  turn  out  twenty-five  or  thirty  bu5hc 
per  day.    Unless  protecdoa  is  afforded,  th«: 
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mast  soon  share  the  same  fate.  The  people  on 
the  coast  possess  large  numbers  of  cattle,  hogs, 
and  other  stock.  The  enemy  leave  their  gun- 
boats, kill  and  cany  off  stock  without  opposition. 
The  colonel  asks  for  an  order  to  call  out  the  mili- 
tia for  three  to  six  months,  and  says  he  can  mus- 
ter about  thirty  or  forty. 

Adjoining  counties  upon  the  coast  could  add  to 
the  number  enough  to  make  a  considerable  force, 
who  arc  well  acquainted  with  all  the  localities, 
and  could,  on  that  account,  act  more  effectively 
against  the  enemy  than,  the  like  number  of  men 
taken  fiiom  any  other  part  of  the  State.  It  can- 
not be  denied  that  the  State  owes  it  to  her  citi- 
i^n%  so  long  as  she  claims  their  allegiance,  to 
al}i)rd  them  all  the  protection  in  her  power. 

The  Constitution  of  this  State  having  invested 
me  for  the  time  with  the  chief  command  of  her 
nilitia,  I  should,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
hate  had  no  hesitation  in  issuing  an  order  calling 
out  the  whole  militia  of  the  county,  and  of  the 
adpining  counties  if  necessary,  to  protect  our 
ntizens,  and  especially  the  women,  against  the 
<M]trage3  of  invasion,  robbery,  and  insult  by  ne- 
groes. 

Under  the  acts  of  the  confederate  Congress  and 
the  hte  decision  of  our  Supreme  Gourt|  the  au- 
thority to  command  the  militia  of  the  State,  even 
ffr  the  protection  of  our  mothers  and  wives,  our 
^i>ters  and  daughters,  against  the  brutality  of 
^■iT  own  slaves  in  a  state  of  insurrection,  seems 
t  >  be  denied  to  the  Governor ;  as  each  man  com- 
\-'i<na;  the  militia  of  the  State,  except  the  officers, 
i^  declared  to  be  subject  to  the  command  of  the 
^rtsident  without  the  consent  of  the  Executive 
^  the  State.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  if  the 
<joremor  {(hould  order  out  the  militia  in  this 
pressing  emei^ency,  which  admits  of  no  delay,  to 
}>nitert  those  citizens  of  Georgia  to  whom  no  pro- 
t*-'  lion  is  afforded  by  the  Confederacy,  the  Presi- 
<ii'nt  may  countermand  the  order,  and  compel 
»'  h  person  so  called  out  to  leave  the  State  and 
P  to  the  utmost  part  of  the  Confederacy,  to  pro- 
'"1  those  who  are  not  citizens  of  this  State.  The 
^-ate  has  reserved  to  herself  the  right  under  the 
t  institution  to  "  engage  in  war"  when  "  actually 
.iivaded,"  and  to  "keep  troops"  while  she  is  in- 
varied  That  authority  which  has  the  right  to 
tike  from  her  this  power,  without  which  no  State 
(^Q  exist,  has  the  power  to  destroy  her. 

I  believe  it  is  admitted,  however,  by  high  au- 
t-^ority  in  this  State,  that  the  creature  has  no 
{•over  to  destroy  the  creator,  the  child  no  power 
t » destroy  the  parent,  and  the  parent  no  right  to 
t't'miiiit  suicide.  If  this  be  true,  the  confederate 
e'Tcmment,  which  is  admitted  to  be  the  creature 
''I  the  States,  can  certainly  have  no  power  to  deny 
t')  tht;  States,  which  are  the  creators,  the  use  of 
tl^eir  own  militia  to  protect  their  own  inhabitants 
^<»inst  the  invasions  of  the  enemy;  and  the  un- 
l^ndled,  savage  cruelty  of  their  slaves,  in  actual 
i'^'turrecUon ;  nor  can  that  government,  as  the 
tbild,  dci^troy  the  parent  by  paralyzing  her  right 
>na  when  raised  to  ward  off  a  blow  struck  at 
W  very  vitals ;  nor,  indeed,  can  the  parent, 
which  is  the  State,  commit  suicide  by  surrender- 


ing the  command  of  her  entire  militia  when  she 
is  invaded,  and  her  people  are  left  without  other 
sufficient' protection,  nor  by  removing  her  obliga- 
tion to  protect  her  citizens,  and  thereby  forfeiting 
their  allegiance. 

Placed  as  I  am  in  this  embarrassing  condition, 
when  helpless  innocence  calls  upon  this  State  for 
protection,  and  when  the  Constitution  of  this 
State  and  the  confederate  States  seem  to  point 
clearly  to  the  path  of  duty  upon  the  one  hand, 
but  when  the  acts  of  Congress  and  the  decision 
of  our  own  Supreme  Court^  rendered  under  heavy 
outside  pressure,  and,  if  not  ex  parte^  under  the 
most  peculiar  circumstances ;  when  the  counsel 
on  both  sides,  who  had  brought  the  case  before 
the  Court,  agreed  that  in  their  individual  opinions 
the  decision  should  be  as  it  was  made,  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  submit  the  question  to  the  General 
Assembly,  who,  as  a  coordinate  branch  of  the 
government,  represent  the  sovereign  people  of 
the  State,  and  to  ask  your  advice  and  direction  in 
the  premises. 

If  you  should  hold  that  the  Governor  no  longer 
has  the  right  to  command  the  militia  of  the  State 
for  the  protection  of  her  people,  it  only  remains 
for  me  to  inform  the  people  of  Camden  and  the 
ladies  of  St  Mary's  that,  while  the  State  collects 
taxes  and  requires  them  to  bear  other  public 
burdens,  she  withdraws  her  protection  from  them, 
and  leaves  them  to  th^  mercy  of  negro  invaders, 
who  may  insult  and  plunder  them  at  pleasure. 
Should  you  hold,  on  the  contrary,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor still  has  the  command  of  the  militia  of  the 
State,  and  that  she  has  the  right  to  use  her  own 
militia  for  the  protection  of  our  homesi,  I  shall 
not  hesitate  to  call  them  forth  and  so  hold  them 
in  service  as  long  as  the  coast  is  invaded  and  our 
people  are  subject  to  the  insult,  robbery^  and 
merciless  cruelty  of  the  enemy. 

Joseph  E.  Brown. 

Mr.  Ring  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

jResokedf  That  the  Governor  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  authorized  to  call  out  such  parts  of  the 
militia  as  he  may  think  necessary  to  protect  the 
citizens  of  Camden  County,  and  other  counties  on 
the  coast  similarly  exposed,  against  the  invasion 
being  made  by  companies  of  negroes,  sent  by  the 
abolitionists  to  make  raids  upon  our  citizens,  and 
to  continue  them  in  service  as  long  as  the  emerg- 
ency may  require. 

Doc.  45. 
FIGHT   NEAR   FAYETTEVILLE,    VA. 

NEW-TORK   "THIBDNB"    ACCOUNT. 

Ov  TBS  Fbomt,  viab  WiKMsiToir  Juvonmr, ) 

NoTember  1«,  ISeS.     f 

Onward  is  still  the  order  of  the  day,  we  hav- 
ing, as  our  part  of  the  great  movement  now  going 
forward,  come  to  this  place  to-day,  from  our  last 
night's  camp  near  Fayetteville.  (In  speaking  of 
"we"  and  **our,"  I  refer  to  the  movements  of 
the  Ninth  army  corps,  under  General  Wilcox,  to 
which  I  am,  pro  tem.y  attached.) 
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REBELLION  BECORD,  1662-63. 


An  attack  of  the  enemy  upon  the  baggage-train 
of  the  First  and  Second  brigades  (Generals  Na- 
glee  and  Ferrero)  of  Sturgis's  division,  yesterday 
forenoon,  which  resulted  in  the  death  of  Lieuten- 
ant Howard  Mcllvain,  of  Durell's  battery,  and 
which  came  very  near  resulting  in  the  destruction 
or  capture  of  a  portion  of  the  train,  has  been  al- 
ready partially  described  to  you  by  another  cor- 
respondent Being  personally  in  the  midst  of  the 
engagement,  drom  its  commencement  to  its  close, 
I  have  waited  till  now  to  gather  together  all  the 
particulars  of  a  rather  warm  skirmish,  which  at 
one  time  threatened  to  become  a  really  serious 
aifair. 

The  First  and  Second  brigades  broke  camp  at 
about  seven  o* clock  a.k.  yesterday,  to  move  from 
the  camp  at  White  Sulphur  Springs  to  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fayetteville,  then  and  still  occupi- 
ed by  General  Doubleday,  of  Franklin^s  corps. 
There  was  a  choice  of  two  roads,  one  of  which 
led  back  from  the  Rappahannock,  and  was  there- 
fore safe  from  the  shot  and  shell  of  the  enemy, 
while  the  other  -^  the  most  direct  route  and  con- 
siderably more  convenient  for  the  transportation 
of  the  wagon-trains  —  passed  the  Spring  and  the 
ruined  hotel  mentioned  in  my  last  letter,  and,  ap- 
proaching the  river,  turned  to  the  left  at  a  sharp 
angle  in  plain  view  of,  and  but  a  trifling  disUuice 
from  the  lai^  mansion  upon  a  hillside  on  the 
other  bank  of  the  stream,  now  rendered  some- 
what famous  as  the  scene  of  the  capture  of  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Carruth  and  Adjutant  Wales,  of 
the  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  regiment,  an  ac- 
count of  which  I  have  already  sent  you. 

The  road  as  it  approaches  the  river  exposes  a 
column  of  troops  or  trains  of  wagons  passing  over 
it  to  a  dangerous  enfilaiding  fire  from  the  hill, 
where  the  house  is  situated,  and  after  the  turn  is 
made,  troops  and  trains  moving  away  to  the  left, 
are  in  range  from  the  hill  for  some  distance,  till 
they  are  finally  protected  by  hills,  rising  upon 
either  side  of  the  river,  behind  which  the  road 
winds. 

^The  two  brigades  had  been  for  some  time  in 
motion,  and  a  portion  of  the  train,  under  charge 
of  Captain  Plato,  Division  Quartermaster,  had 
passed  the  dangerous  turn  in  the  road,  when  our 
cavalry  were  seen  skirmishing  with  the  rebels  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  house  on  the  opposite 
hill 

Finally,  our  cavalry  seeing  the  departure  of  the 
troops,  formed  in  a  solid  square,  and  retired  to- 
ward the  river  at  the  point  where  the  ruins  of  the 
bridge  crossing  the  stream  was  guarded  by  the 
Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  regiment 

At  the  same  moment  the  rebel  cavalry  emerg- 
ed from  the  wood  in  the  rear  of  the  house,  form- 
ed in  a  hollow  square,  protecting  two  pieces  of 
artillery,  which  were  planted  by  the  house.  A 
moment  more,  and  a  twenty-pound  rifled  shell 
from  a  Parrott  gun  came  whizzing  along  over  the 
line  of  wagons  approaching  the  river,  exploding 
in  unpleasant  proximity  to  the  train. 

Captain  Durell,  battery  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Pennsylvania  artillery,  immediately  took 
up  position,  and  opened  as  soon  as  possible,  be- 


ing assisted  toward  the  close  of  the  engagement 
by  two  or  more  guns  of  Captain  Romeros  lottery, 
L,  Second  New-York  artillery. 

The  rebels  now  got  five  guns  in  portion,  three 
of  them  being  twenty-pound  Parrotts,  and  a  hail 
of  shot  and  shell  flew  over  the  beads  of  the 
train,  the  troops  having  got  beyond  range. 

Captain  Plato,  seeing  the  danger  to  which  his 
wagons  were  exposed,  many  of  them  containing 
ammunition,  turned  back  that  portion  which  had 
not  reached  the  turn,  and  they  moved  to  their 
destination  over  the  more  difficult  but  less  dan- 
gerous road. 

Captain  DurclPs  battery,  occupying  an  exceed- 
ingly exposed  position,  withstood  for  something 
like  an  hour  the  fire  from  the  heavy  twenty- 
pound  guns.  Early  in  the  fight  Lieutenant  How- 
ard Mcllvain  was  struck  by  a  shell,  which  cxr- 
ried  away  his  arm,  side,  thigh,  and  his  hip,  hy- 
ing open  his  entrails,  and  causing  one  of  the 
most  fearful  wounds  ever  recorded. 

The  brave  and  unfortunate  young  man  lay  in 
most  horrible  agony,  raving  from  pain  a  great 
portion  of  the  time,  fj*om  the  moment  of  receii- 
ing  his  wound  till  eight  o^clock  this  morning, 
when  he  was  relieved  from  his  sufferings  by  de&th. 
He  said  to  a  friend,  as  he  lay  writhing  in  agonT« 
that  he  was  not  afraid  to  die ;  he  only  wished  thkt 
death  might  come  soon  to  rid  him  of  the  dread- 
ful pain  he  suffered. 

The  deceased  was  from  Reading,  Pennsylvanii, 
and  had  been  in  service  since  the  opening  of  the 
war,  having  served  with  Captain  Durell  in  the 
three  months'  volunteers.  In  September,  IS^l, 
the  present  DurelFs  battery  was  sworn  into  the 
service  of  the  United  Stat^  and  has  since  been 
constantly  employed.  All  who  have  come  in 
contact  with  Lieutenant  Mcllvain  pronounce  him 
a  young  man  of  remarkable  ^promise  and  moH 
excellent  qualties,  social  and  otherwise,  and  ooe 
who  would  have  made  a  noteworthy  mark  in  the 
world  had  he  been  spared.  He  is  universally 
lamented  in  this  corps,  with  which  ho  had  be^a 
connected  since  the  eleventh  of  last  August,  and 
Captain  Durell  mourns  in  him  bis  best  and  most 
trustworthy  officer,  which  is  saying  nothing  <ie- 
fogatory  to  the  other  brave  men  in  his  commacd. 

While  Captain  Plato — ^to  return  to  the  attack— 
was  turning  back  that  portion  of  his  train  which 
had  not  yet  reached  the  turn  in  the  road,  he  ob- 
served a  squadron  of  our  cavalry  crossing  the 
river  in  retreat,  leaving  the  bridge  to  be  defended 
only  by  the  Thirty-fifth  Massachusetts  regiment, 
in  case  of  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  emeny  to 
cross  and  attack  us  in  the  rear.  He  immediately 
rode  up  to  the  officer  in  command  and  ordered 
him  back.  **  By  whose  authority  f '  inquired  the 
officer.  "  By  authority  of  General  Sturgis,'*  ^^ 
plied  Captain  Plato.  "  But  there  will  be  a  shell 
here  in  a  moment  I"  ssud  the  officer.  **  I  knov 
that,"  replied  Captain  Plato,  ''  and  it's  for  ihr. 
reason  you  are  wanted  here  I" 

The  cavalry  ttuned  back.  The  next  momcr.t 
the  expected  shell  —  the  first  one  of  the  fight  — 
passed  over  the  train,  and  a  short  time  afterwari 
occurred  the  very  chai^  anticipated  by  Captain 
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PUto,  wbich  was  succeswfullj  met  and  repulsed 
by  OUT  infantry  and  cavalry  at  the  bridge. 

The  long  string  of  heavy  wagons  —  many  of 
tliem  filled  with  ammunition — which  had  passed 
the  turn,  now  found  themselves  slowly  and  toil- 
somely crossing  a  boggy  meadow  filled  with  mud- 
holes  and  ditches. 

Oyer  their  heads — the  hill  upon  which  our  bat- 
teries were  planted  partially  protecting  them  — 
hw  the  rebel  missiles,  many  of  them  bursting 
directly  over    the  train.      Some  wagons  were 
struck,  though    generally  the  enemy  fired  too 
high.    One  driver  was  hit  by  a  shell,  which  frac- 
tured his  right  leg  and  disabled  two  mules.    One 
•xniDunition  wagon  had  the  tail-board  knocked 
out  by  a  shell,  which  fortunately  did  not  explode. 
Two  wagons  laden  with  oats  were  disabled, 
their  contents  being  saved  and  the  wagons  burn- 
ed, to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.     A  horse  was  left  behind,  used  up  and 
worthless  for  the  time,  which  I  had  the  '*  melan- 
choly pleasure^'  of  shooting  for  the  same  pur- 
pose    With  these  exceptions  the   entire  train 
was  got  off  in  safety,  having  been  extricated 
from  an  exceedingly  unpleasant  predicament 

The  Second  brigade,   General  Ferrero,   being 
ttearest  the  train,  had  meanwhile  been  ordered 
l»ack   to  its  protection.     General  Getty,   of  the 
Third  division,  followed  closely  by  Gen.   Bums, 
of  the  Firet,  arrived  on  the  ground  about  half- 
pa«t  nine  o'clock,  and  by  ten  o'clock,  Benjamin's 
Vinous  battery  E,  Second  United  States  artillery, 
k^jk  up  a  commanding  position  on  the  hill  above 
the  ruined  hotel,  and  opened  on  the  enemy  with 
hi*  six  twenty-pound   Parrotts,   silencing  their 
pn>  In  about  half  an  hour.     One  of  his  shells,  I 
un  ^lad  to  say,  entered  the  house  where  Carruth 
iad  t>e€n  betrayed,  and  beside  which  the  rebel 
bittery  was  planted.     It  is  singular  that  last  Au- 
gust he  occupied  the  same  position  with  his  bat- 
tery and  fought  the  rebels  over  the  same  ground, 
it  tiie  last  accounts  we  heard  from  the  Springs, 
Gi-nerad  Bums  still  occupied  them,  and  there  was 
Do  enemy  in  sight 

It  iras  a  little  singular  that  General  Sturgis 
^'i  not  been  informed  that  General  Doubleday 
5a.>  at  Fayettidville,  and,  upoir  our  hearing  drums 
ip  that  direction,  we  marched  in  some  expecta- 
tion of  meeting  the  enemy  in  our  front 

Bolow  are  the  casualties  in  the  fight  of  Satur- 
^v : 

KfixjzD. — Junior  First  Lieutenant  Howard  Mc- 
Drajo,  Durcll's  battery  A,  One  Hundred  and 
fourth  Pennsylvania  artillery. 

\Vor>-DED. — Henry  Ives,  of  the  same  battery, 
tnn  badly  shattered,  amputated  on  the  field ; 
l^ivate  Amidon,  same  battery,  contusion  of  face 
7  pl«x;e  of  shell;  Charles  K.  Darling,  Sixth 
^^ir-Hampshire  volunteers,  wagoner,  leg  fractur- 
^  below  the  knee  by  a  shell. 

I  should  have  stated  earlier  in  this  letter,  that 
^G  conduct  of  the  drivers  in  the  wagon-train, 
^heo  exposed  to  a  very  hot  fire,  was  most  excel- 
^*iit  Tbey  were  aware  of  an  order  to  shoot  any 
'^D  who  abandoned  bis  saddle  or  seat  They 
^  k^t  their  places. 


Doc.  46. 
SKIRMISH   AT   RURAL    HILLS,   TENN. 

LODISVILLB  "JOURNAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Camp  or  TwRmr-THiRD  Bkxqadv,  Pirni  Dirisioir,  I 
Nbaa  flrroiri  Biru,  Tmiii.,  November  28.     r 

The  following  little  affair  is  probably  worth 
writing  you  about     On  last  Monday  two  hundred 
men  and  officers  of  the  Eighth  Kentucky  regiment, 
under  Lieut  Col.  May,  were  detached  to  guard  a 
train  of  supplies  to  CoL  Hawkins's  (Fourteenth) 
brigade,  then  stationed  some  seventeen  miles  to 
the  south-east  of  Nashville,  at  a  point  called  Rural 
Hills,  and  fortunately  reached  there  without  casu- 
alty or  molestation.     It  had  rained  all  day,  and 
CoL  Hawkins  did  us  the  favor  to  give  us  the  use 
of  an  old  shed  and  buildings,  constructed   for 
camp-meeting  purposes,  situated  about  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  yards  in  front  of  his  right, 
for  our  quarters  for  the  night,  assuring  us  that 
his  picket-lines  were  strong.     The  night  passed, 
and  Tuesday  morning  dawned   with  favorable 
auspices  for  a  rencounter  with  the  rebels — wet  and 
misty.     And  sure  enough,  just  as  we  were  break- 
fasting, the  crack  of  several  rifles  on  the  lines 
warned  us  of  an  attack.     Our  men  sprang  to  their 
guns,  and  had  not  time  to  load  before  the  enemy 
appeared  in  one  column  dashing  down  an  opening 
leading  out  from  our  left  front,  and  in  another  col- 
umn protruding  from  a  wood  into  a  field  to  our 
right,  and  stretching  along  the  front  of  Col.  H.'s  bri- 
gade.    A  dense  cedar  thicket  extends  out  from  the 
old  camp-ground,  the  two  columns  coming  in  on 
opposite  sides  of  it,  the  force  in  the  field  to  engage 
the  brigade  in  front,  while  that  before  our  left  was 
to  dash  past  the  camp-ground  down  a  short  lane 
to  where  a  section  of  artillery  lay,  and  take  pos- 
session of  it,  was  obviously  the  programme.    The 
rebels  were  mounted  on  magnificent  chargers — 
of  Kentucky's  best  breeds,  doubtless— and  came 
dashing  on  like  thunderbolts,  evidently  unsus- 
pecting any  thing  from  the  "ancifent  sanctuary," 
where  we  were  en.sconced. 

Our  boys  rushing  out  at  all  sides,  poured  a 
galling  fire  into  them,  mowing  down  some  of  the 
best  models  of  rebel  chivalry,  and  completely  . 
frustrating  them  in  their  well-concerted  move* 
mcnts.  They  faltered  for  a  moment,  then  dis- 
covering our  position,  opened  a  sharp  cross-fire 
upon  us,  and  made  the  bullets  whiz  above  our 
heads  for  a  minute,  and  then  commenced  a  stam- 
pede in  their  regular  style. 

Meanwhile  the  section  of  artillery  opened  upon 
them,  their  main  force  being  discovered  about 
one  and  a  quarter  miles  to  our  front  under  cover 
of  the  edge  of  the  woods,  which  was  responded 
to  briskly  by  two  or  three  pieces,  throwing  their 
missiles  very  scatteringly,  and  without  effect 
This  was  continued  for  half  an  hour,  when  the 
rebels  withdrew,  leaving  from  twelve  to  sixteen 
men  and  a  horse  or  two  dead,  and  the  usual  arti- 
cles, such  as  guns,  hats,  old  clothes,  etc.  On  our 
side  not  a  drop  of  blood  was  spilled. 

OXBLBT. 
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•     Doc.  47. 
OCCUPATION    OF    FALMOUTH,  VA. 

PHILADELPHIA  "INQUIRER"  AGGOCTNT. 

Fauiodth,  Vi.,  NoTember  18,  ISOi. 

Thr  Federal  armj,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Gen.  Sumner,  arrived  within  a  mile  of 
this  place  about  noon  yesterday,  having  made  the 
march  from  Warrenton,  some  forty  miles,  in  two 
days  and  a  half.  This  may  be  set  down  as  yery 
good  marching,  as  the  corps  was  encumbered  with 
a  very  heavy  train  of  baggage-wagons. 

Shortly  after  the  army  got  in  motion  yesterday 
morning,  cannonading  was  heard  some  four  miles 
in  our  advance.  No  one  seemed  to  understand 
it,  as  we  had  no  forces  in  the  direction  of  the 
sound.  Parties  were  sent  ahead  to  ascertain  what 
it  meant,  when  it  was  ascertained  that  a  body  of 
the  enemy  had  crossed  the  Rappahannock  as  a 
reconnoitring  party,  and  while  marching  down 
towards  Falmouth,  the  rebels  opened  on  them, 
causing  some  consid.erable  consternation  in  their 
ranks.  About  a  dozen  rounds  were  fired  before 
it  was  ascertained  that  they  were  firing  "  on  our 
own  troops." 

The  fact  of  the  rebels  firing  on  their  own  troops 
proved  to  us  that  they  had  one  or  more  batteries 
planted  on  the  opposite  shore,  for  the  purpose  of 
sweeping  the  road  as  we  advanced.  Gens.  Sum- 
ner and  Couch  soon  came  to  a  conclusion  that 
these  batteries  must  be  at  once  silenced,  so  that 
we  might  have  free  access  along  the  river  road. 

The  Fifly-seventh  New- York,  Lieut.-Col.  Chap- 
man commanding,  and  the  Fifty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania, Col.  Brooks,  advanced  as  skirmishers  along 
the  Falmouth  road,  until  within  a  mile  of  the 
town.  These  two  regiments  were  followed  by  the 
remainder  of  the  brigade  to  which  they  belong, 
consisting  of  the  Second  Delaware,  Col.  Bailey; 
Sixty-sixth  New- York,  Colonel  Pinkney,  and  the 
Fifty-second  New-York,  Col.  Frank — the  whole 
brigade  commanded  by  Col.  Zook,  of  the  Fifly- 
seventh  New- York.  Capt  Pettit's  battery,  the 
First  New- York  artillery,  and  Owens*s  and  Tomp- 
kins's two  Rhode  Island  batteries  followed. 

Instead  of  taking  the  main  road,  as  the  enemy 
thought  the  Federals  would,  that  they  might  have 
a  chance  to  pepper  them,  the  commanding  officer 
ordered  them  to  make  a  detour  around  some  high 
wooded  hills  into  a  valley,  where  a  branch  runs 
into  the  river;  across  this,  and  up  on  a  very  high 
and  commanding  elevation,  directly  in  the  rear 
of  Falmouth. 

Captain  Pettit*s  battery  was  at  once  placed  in 
position  on  the  brow  of  this  high  hill,  with  Zook*s 
brigade  directly  in  the  rear,  completely  secured 
by  the  natural  position  of  the  hill.  At  about  half- 
past  three  the  first  gun  was  sighted  and  brought 
to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  which  at  once  brought 
on  a  rejoinder.  The  first  shot  from  the  rebels 
burst  directly  over  our  battery.  The  firing  from 
our  battery  became  very  rapid  and  precise,  which 
had  the  effect  of  driving  the  rebels  from  their 
guns,  thus  completely  silencing  them.  Once  in 
a  while  one  more  bold  than  the  rest  would  at- 
tempt to  drag  a  gun  away,  when  a  shot  from  our 


guns  would  drive  him  away.    What  firing  the 
enemy  did  do  was  first-class— every  shot  being  a ' 
line  shot — yet  too  high  to  do  the  slightest  damage, 
as  not  a  man  was  injured  on  our  part    Oweos's 
battery  also  opened  and  fired  a  few  rounds. 

Just  after  the  rebel  guns  were  silenced,  two 
trains  of  cars  were  observed  leaving  Fredericks- 
burgh  ;  our  batteries  opened  on  them,  hurrying 
them  away  under  a  full  head  of  steam. 

Col  Zook*s  brigade  belongs  to  Gen.  Hancock^s 
division,  and  they  seemed  very  anxious  to  dis- 
tinguish themselves.  Last  evening  they  took  a 
position  at  the  ford  opposite  FredericksbnigK,  to 
check  the  enemy  attempting  tc  cross  over  to  Fal- 
mouth. 

Our  cannonading  was  immense ;  the  enemy 
could  not  stand  its  precision.  Every  ^ot  fired 
went  directly  over  the  houses  in  this  town,  fright- 
ening the  residents  very  much,  as  it  came  so  od- 
expectedly.  They  had  no  idea  of  a  ''  Yankee*^ 
army  ever  coming  down  here  again.  They  pre- 
sumed that  if  we  attempted  to  go  to  Richmond  it 
would  be  by  the  way  of  Gordonsville.  This  move- 
ment of  General  Bumside  has  completely  taken 
them  by  surprise. 

As  we  stated  in  a  previous  despatch,  our  forces 
passed  through  Warrenton  in  three  columns,  Gea 
Hancock  on  the  right,  General  Frendi  the  centre, 
and  Gen.  Howard  on  the  left  This  constitutes 
General  Couch's  corps.     The  Ninth  army  corps, 

commanded  by  General ,  and  Couch's  corps, 

are  under  the  command  of  General  Sumner.  The 
troops  took  the  direct  road  to  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion, early  on  Saturday  morning,  and  encamped 
on  the  evening  of  that  day  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
Junction,  and  again  started  early  on  Sunday 
morning,  making  the  next  camp  near  the  Spotted 
Tavern,  in  Stafford  County,  Fauquier  being  the 
county  we  had  been  passing  through. 

Nothing  of  any  great  moment  occurred  during 
the  march,  except  that  it  was  conducted  with 
great  order — few  or  no  stragglers  to  be  seen-- 
and  such  was  the  rapidity  of  the  march  that  the 
citizens  of  the  very  few  houses  to  be  found  were 
taken  by  surprise,  not  dreaming  of  an  advance 
of  our  forces.  The  countenances  of  all  whom  we 
came  across,  plainly  told  of  their  astonishment 

The  first  place  of  any  name,  after  leaving  the 
Junction,  was  Elk  Run,  a  village  consisting  of  iw9 
or  three  houses,  with  the  usual  outbuildings.  A 
great  minority  of  the  dwellings  in  this  county  an 
built  of  logs,  and  are  very  uncomfortable  within, 
invariably  being  heated  by  fires  on  the  hearth— 
not  the  large  fire-places  where  a  quarter  of  a  <xcJ 
of  wood  can  be  used  at  once,  but  miserable  littiej 
fire-places,  narrow  and  contracted,  of  just  suffi- 
cient size  to  freeze  one  to  death  at  the  oppoeitr 
side  of  the  room,  away  from  the  fire.  The  in- 
habitants of  this  region  are  indeed  a  ^^shiftlfss" 
set  The  Spotted  Tavern  is  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Fredericksburgh,  and  consists  of  one  hous^ 
wi th  a  large  barn.  The  original  tavern  was  burned 
some  time  ago. 

Just  previous  to  reaching  this  place,  where  th« 
troops  encamped,  the  marks  of  a  former  invmdins: 
army  can  easily  be  traced,  by  fences  b^ng  down^l 
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roods  through  ploughed  fields,  no  signs  of  hus- 
bvidrj,  no  sfaodcs  of  com  fodder  standing — all 
i^  gone.  First  came  our  forces,  then  came  the 
confederates ;  awaj  they  go,  and  then  our  forces 
again.  All  these  troops  must  be  fed,  and  the 
^nseqoence  is,  the  whole  country  is  skinned  com- 
pletely out  As  most  of  the  other  armies  passed 
in  the  summer,  yery  little  fire  was  used  by  the 
troops,  consequently  very  few  rail  fences  were 
destroyed.  Now  it  is  quite  different;  the  cold 
>njip  has  made  a  fire  yery  agreeable ;  and  as  the 
nils  make  a  quick  and  hot  tire,  thev  are  used  by 
ilioiLsands,  much  to  the  chagrin  ana  discomfiture 
of  the  secesh  farmers.  Last  night  bright  lights 
coald  be  seen  for  miles,  looking  not  unlike  to  a 
\aT^  city  with  all  the  street-lamps  and  stored 
litap. 

The  day  opened  on  Sunday  morning  with  a 
i'lll  and  heayy  sky,  giving  evidence  that  a  storm 
nras  brewing.  By  noon  it  cleared  up  somewhat, 
'M  the  sun  came  out,  warming  the  chilled  at- 
iQfisphere.  Late  in  the  afternoon  it  again  cloud- 
^  up,  the  weather  becoming  quite  cold  and  raw. 

The  weather  all  day  yesterday  was  threaten- 
i'tg,  and  quite  cooL  In  the  morning  a  very  heavy 
fc*?  impeded  observation,  and  drops  of  it  fell  like 
nin.  Once  or  twice  during  the  morning  it  at- 
(<^n)pted  to  rain,  but  did  not  succeed.  Late  in  the 
^^emoon,  the  sun  partially  made  his  appearance. 
^\'e  all  hope  there  will  be  no  rain  until  the  whole 
^nny  is  en  routs  for  its  destination.  Up  to  to- 
%  the  roads  have  been  very  good  for  the  pas- 
^iz?  of  an  army,  but  one  severe  rain  of  a  day  or 
tw<)  will  make  them  impassable.  The  soil  is 
'  Uyey  in  some  places,  while  in  many  others  it  is 
•tTT  sandy  and  gravelly. 

The  road  here  and  firom  the  Junction  runs  on  a 
^itige,  and  is  almost  a  desert,  so  far  as  water  is 
o>ru:€med.  What  few  streams  there  are  running 
9^>in  to  be  nothing  but  muddy  pools.  Water  is 
^(Tj  scarce,  and  the  troops,  after  the  long  march, 
i^cre  suffering  for  the  want  of  it  At  the  head- 
quarters of  Qen.  Sumner  there  is  a  well  of  good 
^&ter.  The  advance-guard  placed  a  sentry  over 
tVis  well,  ordering  him  to  allow  no  one  to  get 
vaterfrom  it  except  an  officer  from  headquarters. 
\Vhen  Gen.  Sumner  heard  of  this  order  he  went 
[0  the  sentry  at  the  well,  in  person,  and  gave  him 
ifi^tructions  to  let  all  get  water  who  wanted  it, 
At  the  same  time  stating  that  he  would  rather  go 
^ithoQt  water  hinoself  than  to  let  his  men  go 
tbirstv. 

^me  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  almost  deserted 
^on  ha?e  been  in  mortal  fear  of  the  **  Yankees  " 
'^•r  some  time  past^  as  they  had  been  told  our 
\fj<^>ps  kill  women  and  children,  and  bum  all 
ti^ellin^  A  female  at  the  house  used  as  head- 
'I'larters,  near  the  Spotted  Tavern,  implored  us 
'•^t  to  kill  her  or  the  children,  and  was  most 
a^eably  surprised  when  she  learned  that  that 
w&>  not  our  hne  of  business.  She  had  heard  we 
^d  been  burning  and  destroying  all  within  our 
rtach,  • 

A  number  of  our  troops,  while  overhauling  a 
vbeelwright  shop,  some  miles  firom  the  tavern, 
toand  an  Alabama  ambulance,  and  some  twenty- 


five  shot-guns,  with  patterns  for  gun-stocks,  etc. 
The  guns  were  rather  roughly  handled,  and  the 
remnants  left  as  mementoes  of  the  past. 

It  is  said  upon  good  authority  that  there  are 
five  Mississippi  r^ments  and  Major  Crutch's  re- 
bel cavalry  brigade  in  Fredericksburgh  to  dispute 
our  crossing.  The  Thirtieth  Virginia,  Col.  Carey, 
is  also  supposed  to  be  there,  or  ready  to  come,  as 
houses  have  been  cleared  to  be  used  as  barracks 
for  them.  This  r^'ment  has  lost  a  great  many 
men  by  desertion,  as  the  mass  of  them  are  con- 
scripts, who  invariably  leave  at  the  first  oppor- 
tunity— ^preferring  to  live  in  the  bush  rather  than 
be  soldiers.  The  mass  of  the  Tii^nia  troops  say 
they  will  not  go  out  of  Virginia  to  go  into  winter 
quarters. 

Falmouth  is  a  very  old  town,  some  of  the  houses 
dating  as  far  back  as  1717,  and  some  claim  a 
greater  antiquity.  A  portion  of  the  town  has  a 
neat  air  about  it,  while  the  mass  of  the  houses  are 
old  and  ill-shaped.  There  is  not  a  public  house 
in  the  whole  town,  or  any  place  for  strangers  to 
stop.  The  best  houses  are  white  fi^mes,  while 
the  old  antiquities  are  the  old-fashioned  bricks, 
with  heavy  garret- windows.  Very  few  men  are 
to  be  seen,  but  there  are  an  abundance  of  women 
and  children. 

During  the  sDencing  of  the  batteries  across  the 
river  the  utmost  consternation  prevailed  among 
the  inhabitants.  The  children  seemed  very  much 
firightened.' 

During  the  early  part  of  yesterday  morning  a 
ferry-scow,  belonging  to  Mr.  Fichler  of  Falmouth, 
was  destroyed  by  the  rebels  to  prevent  our  cross- 
ing. The  river  is  fordable  in  many  places,  and 
this  will  have  very  little  effect  in  keeping  back 
the  troops  of  Gen.  Hancock's  division,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  column. 

This  morning  has  opened  again  threatening 
rain,  but  our  army  is  safe,  the  mass  of  it  having 
got  over  the  roads ;  in  fact,  the  roads  have  been 
first-rate  for  the  artillery  and  teams. 

During  the  march  to  this  point  our  troops  were 
in  the  very  best  spirits  ;  their  merry,  echoing 
voices  rang  through  the  forests,  raising  the  spirits 
of  the  weary  ones  in  the  rear,  all  hurrying  on  to- 
ward this  point  The  *' Philadelphia  brigade," 
known  as  Burns's,  now  commanded  by  Colonel 
Josh.  Owens,  of  the  gallant  Sixty-ninth  Pennsyl- 
vania, were  in  the  left  column  during  the  march. 
They  are  in  General  Uoward*s  division. 

Col.  Baxter's  regiment  of  Fire  Zouaves  have 
been  consolidated,  and  now  have  ten  companies 
instead  of  fifteen,  as  formerly. 

Yesterday  morning  one  of  the  teams  belonging 
to  one  of  our  batteries  was  out  foraging  for  fodder, 
and  got  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy'« 
cavalry  pickets,  they  not  observing  the  rebels. 
The  teamster  drove  into  a  corn-field,  the  enemy  not 
interfering  in  the  least  The  only  reason  we  can 
give  why  they  did  not  capture  the  whole  party 
is,  they  feared  it  was  a  trap  set  to  catch  them. 

Our  army  has  made  a  very  sudden  change  of 
base.  But  the  other  day  Harper's  Ferry  was  the 
centre  of  attraction,  then  Warrenton,  and  now 
Fredericksburgh.     In  one  of  our  letters  we  dated 
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"  Head-waters  of  the  Rappahannock  " — ^now  we 
are  within  a  short  distance  of  its  mouth.  What 
a  transition — from  the  Blue  Ridge  mountains  al- 
most to  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 
in  so  short  a  time. 

The  two  trains  of  cars  that  were  observed  leav- 
ing Fredericksburgh  last  evening  carried  away 
with  them,  no  doubt,  many  a  guilty  head  whose 
cowardly  consciences  feared  to  let  them  meet  the 
Union  forces.  Each  dischai^ge  of  our  battery  at 
them,  as  they  hurried  away,  must  have  caused 
their  cheeks  to  blanch  at  the  prospect  of  receiv- 
ing a  shell  in  the  trains. 

The  enemy  succeeded,  last  night,  in  getting 
their  battery  away.  About  dusk  they  brought 
a  limber  over  a  bridge  that  spans  a  branch  stream, 
and  our  battery  gave  them  a  parting  shot  just  as 
night  came  on. 

The  Harris  Light  cavalry  arrived  in  town  this 
morning,  and  it  is  presumed  they  will  cross  over 
the  river  and  examine  the  country.  The  First 
New-Jersey  cavalry  is  also  on  the  scout  in  this 
neighborhood.  No  sign  of  an  enemy  is  visible  on 
the  opposite  shore. 

Gen.  Lee  telegraphed  to  the  citizens  of  Freder- 
icksburgh, yesterday,  that  we  were  coming  in 
two  columns.  He  was  mistaken,  as  we  came  in 
three,  with  the  artillery  on  the  road,  making  the 
fourth. 
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EXPEDITION  TO  DOBOY  RIVER,  S.  0. 

BEPOBT  OF  GENERAL  SAXTON. 

BBAtTToiT,  a.  0.,  Norember  25, 1862. 

Hon.  Edwin  M,  Stanton^  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  for  your  in 
formation  the  report  of  the  expedition  to  Doboy 
River,  Ga.  The  expedition  was  composed  of 
three  companies  First  South-Carolina  volunteers, 
(colored,)  under  command  of  Lieut -Col.  Oliver  T. 
Beard,  Forty-eighth  New- York  volunteers,  and 
was  in  every  respect  a  success.  It  gives  me  plea- 
sure to  bear  witness  to  the  good  conduct  of  the  ne- 
gro troops.  They  fought  with  most  determined 
bravery.  Although  scarcely  one  month  since  the 
organization  of  this  regiment  was  commenced,  in 
this  short  period  these  untrained,  lowly  soldiers 
have  captured  from  the  enemy  an  amount  of  pro- 
perty equal  in  value  to  the  cost  of  the  regiment 
for  a  year.  They  have  driven  back  equal  num- 
bers of  rebel  troops,  and  have  destroyed  the  salt- 
works along  the  whole  line  of  this  coast  Great 
credit  is  due  to  Lieut -Col.  Beard  for  his  energy 
and  skill  in  the  management  of  this  expedition. 

I  am.  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant,  Rurrs  Saxton, 

Brlgadier-Ckneral  And  MiUtaiV  Ooytrnor. 

COLONEL  BEARD'S  REPORT. 
^  BsAUrOBT,  Sl  C,  Noyember  22, 1862. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  as 
directed  by  you,  I  proceeded,  on  the  thirteenth 
instant,  on  the  United  States  steamer  Darlington, 


with  one  hundred  and  sixty  of  the  First  South' 
Carolina  volunteers,  (colored  regiment,)  in  quest 
of  lumber  and  other  articles  n^ed  for  the  de- 
partment    The  steamer  Ben  Deford,  ordered  by 
jrou  to  report  to  me  at  Doboy  Sound,  did  not,  ow- 
mg  to  heavy  fogs  and  adverse  winds,  reach  th^t 
point  until   the  seventeenth  instant     On   the 
eighteenth,  accompanied  by  the  United  Sutes 
gunboat  Madgic,  I  proceeded  to  the  mills  located 
on  Doboy  River,  Georgia.    On  reaching  the  mill  I 
found  it  necessary  to  reconnoitre  the  land  adjacent 
thereto.  To  do  this  it  was  needful  to  cross  a  narrow 
causeway  leading  from  the  mill  through  a  swamp 
to  the  main  land— «  distance  of  about  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  yards.     This  high  land  was  hearilr 
wooded,  except  on  the  summit  which  was  cleared 
and  occupied  with  houses.     My  men — ^thirty-fdbr 
in  number — had  no  sooner  passed  across  the 
causeway,  and  through  the  woods  to  the  cleariog 
beyond,  than  they  were  fired  on  by  the  enemr, 
who  were  posted  in  the  thicket  in  front  aod  on 
both  sides.     On  the  first  fire  one  man  was  dan- 
gerously wounded,  and  a  momentary  panic  seized 
the  men,  but  it  was  only  momentary.    Tkj 
speedily  rallied  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  the 
places  occupied  by  the  concealed  enemy.    Thi^ 
fire  they  kept  up  with  great  regularity  and  cod- 
ness  until  ordered  by  me  to  retire  to  the  end  nf 
the  causeway.     They  retired,  firing  as  they  went 
with  a  slowness  and  deliberateness  that  could  nn 
have  been  surpassed  by  veteran  troops.    Thr^ 
others  were  severely  wounded  while  they  wew 
retiring.     When  my  men  reached  the  eod'of  thf 
causeway,  I  had  the  bow-gun  of  the  Darlinpt.^n 
directed  on  the  woods,  afW  which  the  fire  of  ibf 
enemy  ceased,  though  numbers  of  them  wert 
seen  through  the  days  and  nights  we  r^naint^l 
I  succeeded  in  loading  the  steamers  Ben  Delc>r>] 
and  Darlington  with  from  two  hundred  thoa>ar.i 
to  three  hundred  thousand  feet  of  superior  Utirl^ 
and  planks,  besides  securing  a  number  of  circuit 
and  other  saws,  belting,  corn-mills,  and  otb^f 
property,  which  I  was  directed  by  you  to  obtiia 
for  the  use  of  your  department 

When  it  is  remembered  that  these  men  nerer 
had  arms  in  their  hands  until  four  days  before 
they  started  for  the  expedition,  I  think  you  cu- 
not  fail  to  give  them  great  praise  for  standine  < 
galling  fire  from  a  concealed  enemy  so  bravely; 
for  holding  the  causeways  referred  to  during  thf 
two  days  and  nights  reqiiired  for  loading  i*' 
large  steamers,  with  valuable  property,  in  thr 
face  of  an  enemy.  To  do  this,  my  men  worked 
day  and  night  without  intermission ;  and  thouirb 
short  of  provisions,  I  heard  not  a  murmur.  <^3 
the  last  expedition  the  fact  was  developed  that 
colored  men  would  fight  behind  barricades ;  thi 
time  they  have  proved  by  th&r  heroism  that  ibey 
will  fight  in  the  open  field.  Captain  Trowbridgti 
aided  me  greatly.  Captain  Crandell,  of  the  IhA 
lington,  I  found  a  trifling,  childish  pest  Caf4^ 
Meriam,  of  the  Madgie,  rendered  me  valuable  a? 
sistance.  I  cannot  forbear  to  make  hoooraV. 
mention  of  Capt  Hallet,  of  the  steamer  Ben  l> 
ford.    With  a  man  of  less  nerve  and  less  capacity 
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I  wodd  not  have  dared  to  take  so  large  a  steam- 
er to  such  a  place.  Hence,  I  could  not  have  ob- 
tamed  so  Taluable  a  cargo. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respec^ 
fuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

Oliver  T.  Beard, 

LfeuL-OnloDd  For^r-cigfath  New-York  Stet«  Volunteen. 
Brig.-Gen.  Rurus  Sazton, 

U.  S.  Volnntcera,  liUitary  GoTenior  Department  of  the  Soutl^ 
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EXPEDITION  TO  COLD  KNOB,  VA. 

COLONEL  PAXTON'S  REPORT. 

HxiDQVABTKBS  Sscoan)  Vraonru  VoLuimnt  Oatalrt,  ) 

Camf  PuTTf  December  2,  1862.     f 

Captain  R,  P.  Kennedy^  AnU  Adjt-Gen.^  First 

IHnnon  Kanawha,   George  Cooh,  Brig,-Ge7^ 

eral  Commanding  : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  your  orders,  I  marched 
inv  command,  consisting  of  oompanfes  6, 1,  F,  A, 
K^  D,  E,  and  H,  Second  Virginia  volunteer  caval- 
ry, in  all  four  hundred  and  seventy-five  men  rank 
and  file,  in  good  order,  on  the  mommg  of  the  twen- 
tv-lburth  of  November,  for  Summerville,  rfiriving 
there  at  ten  p.m.  the  same  day ;  distance  fifty- 
three  miles.     Left  Summerville  next  morning  at 
seven  o*clock,  and  arrived  at  the  "Hinkle  Farm" 
«  four  P.M. — thirty-five  miles — and  being  able  to 
obtain  some  hay  there,  remained  until  four  o'clock 
A.M.,  twenty-sixth,  when  we  took  up  the  line  of 
march,  in  a'  blinding  snow-storm,  for  Greenbrier, 
tia  Cold  Knob  Mountain,  where  we  arrived  at 
ten  o'clock  A.M.,  same  day — distance  twenty 
miles.     Met  Col.  Lane's  Eleventh  0.  V.  I.,  who 
ras  to  assist  us  in  breaking  up  a  camp  of  rebels 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  but  on  account  of  the 
^verity  of  the  weather  and  hard  marching,  he 
wished  to  return  to  his  camp  at  Summerville.     I 
uked  him  to  take  the  advance  until  we  met  the 
memy'g  pickets,  which  he  did,  and  in  about  one 
mile  exchanged  shots  vrith  the  enemy's  scouts, 
rounding  one.     Colonel  Lane  at  once  opened  his 
ranks  and  gave  us  the  road.    We  pushed  rapidly 
bto  the  enemy's  camp,  a  distance  of  some  miles, 
(Secting  a  complete  surprise  at  twelve  o'clock  m., 
the  enemy  scattering  in  all  directions.    We  killed 
two,  wounded  two,  paroled  one,  captured  two 
commif^ioned  officers,  (one  captain  and  one  sec- 
ond lieutenant,)  one  hundred  and  eleven  non- 
commissioned officers  and  privates,  one  hundred 
tmi  %ix  horses,  five  mules,  burned  and  destroyed 
by  hre  about  two  hundred  Enfield  and  Mississip- 
pi rifles,  fifty  sabres,  with  other  accoutrements, 
tive  wagons,  also,   blankets,  clothing,   harness, 
sad<iless  bridles,  and  other  stores  and  supplies, 
and  their  camp 'tents,  etc. 

I  had  two  horses  killed  in  the  attack  on  the 
uemy's  camp,  and  lost  ten  on  the  march,  from 
iitigue  and  exhaustion.  The  enemy  was  found 
three  miles  from  the  foot  of  Cold  Knob  Mountain, 
on  Sinking  Creek,  Greenbrier  County,  Va.,  at 
Leris's  Mill,  and  consisted  of  a  part  of  five 
eoQjpanieft  of  cavalry,  namely,  Rockbridge  cav- 
Urv,  Braxton  dragoons,  Ohurchville  cavalry,  and 
Kightbawk  Bangers.     They  were  men  who  had 


been  in  service  fifteen  months,  and  were  located 
at  that  point  to  guard  the  mountain  pass,  and  to 
organize  the  Fourteenth  Virginia  cavalry,  to  be 
commanded  by  Major  Bailey,  and  constituted  a 
part  of  A.  G.  Jenkins's  brigade.  Our  success 
was  complete.    We  never  lost  a  drop  of  blood. 

After  securing  prisoners  and  horses,  destroy- 
ing camp,  etc.,  we  marched  at  four  p.m.  on  the 
twenty-sixth  for  Summerville,  where  we  arrived 
on  the  twenty-seventh,  at  noon,  making  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  miles  for  men  and  horses,  with- 
out food  or  res^  except  one  feed  of  hay  for  the 
horses,  over  the  most  mountainous  and  nigged 
part  of  Western  .Virginia.  We  remained  in  Sum- 
merville until  the  twenty-ninth ;  left  for  Camp 
Piatt,  and  arrived  in  camp  on  the  thirtieth,  at 
noon.  My  men  suffered  severely  from  frost.  I 
left  two  men  in  hospital  at  Summerville,  whose 
boots  were  cut  from  their  feet ;  other  were  more 
or  less  frozen.  My  horses  were  vexy  much  cut 
down. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  deservedly 
complimenting  officers  and  men ;  but  where  all 
behaved  so  gallantly  it  is  impossible  to  particu- 
larize. But  all  honor  is  due  Major  Powell,  who 
led  the  charge,  and  company  G,  Capt  McMahon, 
who  led  the  column. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  Paxton, 

Colonel  Gommandins  Seoond  Vlrf^nla  Volunteer  Oayalry. 
£.   F.   GiLLEN, 

A4jutant. 

Doa  50. 
GENERAL  STAHEL'S  RECONNOISSANCE. 

GENERAL  SIOEL*S  DESPATOH. 
Chahtillt,  Va.,  Norember  80,  T  o'clock  p.m. 

Brioadier-General  Stahel  has  just  returned. 
He  attacked  the  enemy  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  and 
followed  them,  with  three  hundred  cavalry,  into 
their  camps  on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  and 
near  to  Berryville. 

Our  men  charged  splendidly  whenever  they 
met  the  enemy. 

White's  cavalry  was  driven  in  all  directions. 
Nearly  all  their  officers  were  captured  and  their 
colors  taken.  White  himself  fled  and  hid  him- 
self at  a  house  in  Berryville. 

The  Third,  Seventh,  and  Twelfth  Virginia  cav- 
alry were  also  attacked  and  routed.  Forty  of 
their  men,  with  horses,  were  taken  prisoners, 
fifty  killed  and  wounded,  and  two  colors  taken. 
One  wagon-load  of  pistols  and  carbines  was  picked 
up  on  the  road,  having  been  thrown  away  by  the 
flying  enemy.  Eighty  cattle  and  eighty  horses 
were  also  brought  in.  Our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  is  about  fifteen. 

Gen.  Stahel  reports  that  his  officers  and  men 
behaved*excellenUy,  and  used  only  their  swords, 
no  fire-arms  being  brought  into  use.  He  also  re- 
ports that  there  is  a  brigade,  under  Gen.  Jones, 
at  Winchester;  but  that  Jackson's  main  force 
was  at  New-Market  last  Wednesday,  as  reported 
previously.  F.  Sigel, 

Mijor-Qeneral  Oominandlng. 
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REBELLION  REOOBD,  1862r-68. 


OmCIAL  AEPORT  OF   COLONEL  CSSNOLA. 

HiADQiTAmTKU  Oatauit  Bkioads,  ) 
Cbaxtillt,  Deoember  1, 1892.     f 

JBrig.'Gen,  Stahel^  Commanding  First  Division: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  the 
following  report  of  the  reoonnoissance  in  which 
my  brigade  took  part 

The  first  day  my  brigade  was  in  advance  with 
one  handred  and  fifty  men  as  advance-guard,  un- 
der command  of  Maior  Knox,  Ninth  New- York 
cavalry,  who  proceeded  to  Upperville,  rather  as 
a  scouting  than  a  reconnoitring  party,  and  per- 
formed his  duty  well 

The  second  day  my  brigade  was  in  the  order 
of  march  in  the  rear,  and  such  it  remained  until 
we  reached  Snicker's  Ferry.  During  that  march 
small  camps  found  in  the  woods,  and  fires  whose 
ashes  were  still  warm,  cautioned  me  that  the  ene- 
my was  perhaps  not  very  far  distant,  so  I  re- 
doubled my  vigilance,  sending  out  on  my  rear 
scouts  to  the  right  and  left,  and  arrested  several 
civilians,  whom  I  questioned.  By  threatening  to 
send  them  under  escort  to  Fairfax  Gourt-House, 
I  obtained  some  useful  information  as  to  the 
whereabouts  of  the  enemy,  their  strength,  and 
where  last  seen.  Some  had  seen  them  that  very 
morning.  Being  in  the  rear,  I  did  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  communicate  these  facts,  as  Col. 
Wyndham  in  the  advance  had  doubtless  possessed 
himself  of  the  same  information. 

In  crossing  the  Shenandoah  River,  I  took  the 
main  road  and  continued  to  advance  carefully, 
leaving  at  short  distances  small  pickets,  whose 
duty  it  was  to  keep  communications  open  with 
the  strong  picket  I  had  left  at  Snicker's  Ferry,  to 
be  informed  immediately  if  the  enemy  were  to 
make  his  appearance  at  any  point  between  the 
feiTy  and  my  command. 

Thinking  that  my  chance  for  this  time  was  not 
that  of  fighting,  but  only  to  act  as  a  support,  I 
detailed  several  small  detachments,  mostly  taken 
from  the  First  Vii^nia  and  the  balance  of  the 
Sixth  Ohio,  to  act  as  flankers,  and  other  small 
ones  to  scour  the  road  and  search  all  the  houses 
within  a  mile  on  both  flanks.  Then  escorts  ar- 
rived bringing  me  orders  from  you  to  take  charge 
of  prisoners  and  send  them  to  the  rear.  I  then 
detailed  Lieut  Wight,  of  the  Fourth  New-Tork 
cavalry,  my  acting  Assistant  Adjutant-Qeneral, 
and  ordered  him  at  once  to  take  chai^  of  the 
prisoners,  to  take  from  them  their  papers,  arms 
and  horses,  if  any,  and  gave  him  sufficient  force 
to  keep  in  check  the  prisoners,  who  were  becom- 
ing every  moment  more  numerous.  Lieut  Wight 
acted  very  wisely  in  making  his  headquarters  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Shenandoah  River,  and  I 
have '  been  quite  satisfied  with  the  manner  in 
which  he  carried  out  and  even  anticipated  my 
orders. 

With  my  command,  which  by  detachments 
was  decimated  so  much  as  to  represent  scarcely 
one  hundred  men,  I  met  you,  who  ordered  me  to 
take  the  town  of  Berryville  by  assault,  and  with 
yourself  at  our  head  we  charged  through  the 
main  street  of  Berryville,  scattering  in  every  di- 
rection whatever  we  met  with.     When  arrived  at 


the  outskirts  of  the  town  I  formed  line  of  bittl<^ 
and  then  yourself  took  the  command  of  a  portioo 
of  the  Ninth  New-York  cavalry  and  chained  to 
ward  the  right  side  of  the  wood,  and  I,  with  the 
balance  of  my  command,  chained  to  the  left,  od 
the  road  which  leads  to  Winchester.  I  met  three 
squadrons  of  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, covering  a  large  building  containing  commis- 
sary stores,  as  if  awaiting  my  arrival.  I  did  not 
give  them  time  to  see  the  difference  in  numbers, 
but  charged  upon  them.  They  broke  and  nn, 
not  liking  our  sabres.  I  pursued  the  enemy  to 
within  five  miles  of  Winchester,  but  the  horses 
gave  way,  and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  them  behind; 
so  when  I  returned  to  Benyville  I  had  with  me 
but  one  officer  and  nine  men. 

When  I  charged  on  the  left  I  passed  through 
a  small  camp  and  discovered  a  large  building  coo* 
taining  commissary  stores.  I  succeeded  in  captur- 
ing it ;  but  the  small  force  I  had  did  not  permit  me 
to  detail  any  more  men  firom  it ;  so  I  continued 
to  charge  on  the  flying  squadrons.  Seeing  tbit 
the  enemy  did  not  want  to  have  a  hand-to-hand 
fight  with  us,  and,  having  better  horses  than  ours, 
I  would  not  be  able  to  capture  them,  I  contented 
myself  with  firing  at  them,  dismounting  about  i 
dozen  of  them,  wounding  some,  and  the  balance 
keeping  the  open  field.  Halting  my  command,  I 
immediately  detached  a  squad  of  men,  under 
Capt  B.  F.  Coffin,  to  take  possession  of  the  com 
missaiy  stores. 

Dunng  the  halt^  to  give  my  horses  a  short  rest, 
orders  came  from  yourself  to  re-form  at  once,  as 
my  rear  was  menaced.  .... 

I  beg  leave  to  state  that  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  the  different  regiments  under  my  com- 
mand have  proved  themselves  zealous  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duty,  and  I  have  no  word  of  rt 
proach  to  address  to  any  body. 

The  Ninth  New- York  cavalry  fought  with 
bravery,  and  if  they  had  more  drill  and  disdplioe 
the  men  would  have  certainly  been  worthy  of  the 
name  of  veteran  soldiers. 

I  recommend  Captain  F.  Coffin,  of  the  Ninth 
New-York  cavalry,  as  a  good  and  brave  officer, 
and  also  Lieut  Herrick  for  his  bravery.  Mort 
knowledge  of  the  art  of  war  would  make  him  i 
splendid  officer. 

I  have  a  word  of  praise,  also,  for  Major  Knox, 
who  commanded  the  Ninth  New-York  caralir. 
He  has  done  as  much  as  could  be  done  by  a  dti* 
zen-soldier. 

On  the  third  day  of  the  expedition,  by  the  stra- 
tegical march  through  Leesburgh,  instead  of  Aldie, 
my  command  arrived  safely  in  camp  at  Chantill)% 

L.  P.  Di  Cessol*, 

Colonel  Foortb  New-Tork  Garmlry,  comnundlng  Firet  d^trrj 
BrlMde,  Qen.  Btaheri  DirUon,  Jaerenth  Corps  of  t^e  An.f 
of  the  Potomac 

NEW-TORK   "TIBfES"    ACCOCNT. 

GnmuL  Stahbl*s  HiAOQUAants,  CRAxnxjLTt  Dec  1,  I^ 
A  brief  account  of  the  recent  reconnoissancr 
by  General  Stahel,  who  returned  to  this  place  la^t 
evening,  I  have  already  telegraphed  you.  A> 
this  was  one  of  the  most  important  movement^ 
of  the  kind  that  has  recently  been  made—  iH«ih 
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in  regard  to  its  influence  upon  our  own  men  and 
the  enemy — a  detailed  statement  of  the  afiair,  by 
an  eye-witness,  cannot  be  otherwise  than  inter- 
esting. The  expedition  was  planned  with  the 
utmost  secrecy  and  carried  out  with  despatch, 
and  in  the  most  successful  manner  —  reflecting 
credit  alike  upon  those  who  planned  it,  the  gen- 
enl  who  commanded,  and  the  officers  and  men 
under  him. 

The  force  placed  at  the  disposal  of  Gen.  Stahel 
was  well  under  way  by  four  o'clock  a.il,  Friday, 
Xovember  twenty-eighth.  Though  there  was  a 
cold,  drizzling  rain  udling,  and  the  roads  were 
nu  in  the  most  desirable  condition,  the  troops 
moved  on  with  alacrity  and  were  in  good  spirits 
it.the  prospect  of  having  a  brush  with  the  enemy. 
Aldie  —  sixteen  miles  —  was  reached  soon  after 
sunrise,  where  a  short  halt  was  made.  Leaving 
the  command  of  Colonel  Von  Gilsa  at  this  place, 
^kntnX  Stahel  moved  on  through  Middlebury  to 
Rector's  Four  Comers  —  ten  miles  —  where  the 
column  again  came  to  a  halt 

Prom  this  point  two  detachments  were  sent 
i'Ut  to  reconnoitre  —  one  commanded  by  Major 
Knox,  of  the  Ninth  New- York  cavalry,  proceeded 
to  Upperrille,  where  the  pickets  of  White's  rebel 
battalion  were  encountered  and  driven  through 
Paris  and  Ashby's  €kip  to  the  Shenandoah  River, 
notwithstanding  they  had  a  force  far  outnumber- 
ing the  one  commanded  by  Major  Knox.  The 
resistance  ofi*ered  was  trifling,  and  as  a  conse- 
CjQence  but  little  damage  w^as  done  on  either 
fcide. 

Capt  Dahlgren,  of  Gen.  Sigel's  stafi^  who  had 
volunteered  for  the  expedition,  was  sent  with  a 
detachment  to  Salem  —  ten  miles — but  found  no 
*-i*^e{ny.  Returning  in  advance  of  his  command 
i^th  two  men,  one  of  our  own  pickets  mistaking 
them  for  the  enemy,  fell  back  upon  the  main 
c^nnmand.  The  man  finally  discovered  his  mis- 
take and  rushed  back  to  his  post 

(>n  the  road  to  Salem  a  farmer  was  overtaken 
«ith  a  load  of  com.  Our  horses  were  in  need  of 
lotions,  and  the  men  were  directed  each  to  take 
i  few  ears ;  the  owner  protested,  and  finding 
^ich  a  course  would  not  save  his  corn,  finally 
ditriared  that  several  of  his  horses  had  the  black 
t'>t^?ue,  and  had  been  eating  from  the  com. 
"  ^-'h !"  gays  Dahlgren,  **  all  of  our  animals  have 
tlat  disease  —  so  there  is  no  risk  to  run."  Mr. 
Secesb  then  became  alarmed,  and  begged  to  be 
lit  otf  because  be  feared  his  horses  might  catch 
the  distemper.  But  it  was  of  no  use.  He  was  a 
fank  secessionist,  our  horses  were  hungry,  there 
▼a.s  the  com,  and  a  reasonable  quantity  of  the 
cereal  was  appropriated. 

llie  movement  in  this  direction  was  undoubt- 
edlj  a  piece  of  strategy,  as  the  sequel  will  show. 
<tne  would  have  supposed  that  tne  troops  had 
<i«>ne  enough  for  one  day  —  but  not  so  with  their 
commander.  He  had  »  plan  to  carry  out,  and 
when  Gen.  Stahel  once  sets  out  to  perform  a  task, 
it  is  cmnpleted,  if  witliin  the  range  of  possibilities. 
Knowing  this,  I  was  not  surprised  to  hear,  late  in 
the  afternoon,  an  order  given  to  march. 

the  whole  command  took  a  retrograde  move 


to  a  point  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Middle- 
burgh,  where  a  halt  was  made  for  the  night,  and 
this  ended  Friday,  the  first  day  of  the  reconnois- 
sance. 

Saturday  morning  early,  the  whole  command 
proceeded  rapidly,  by  the  shortest  route,  to  the 
Winchester  pike,  and  by  sunrise  the  advance- 
guard  had  entered  Snickersville  without  having 
met  an  armed  rebel.  In  place  of  rain,  this  morn- 
ing we  had  a  fall  of  snow.  The  air  was  cold  and 
bracing,  the  men  in  good  spirits,  and  riding  over 
the  Blue  Ridge  at  Snicker's  Gap,  was  one  of  the 
real  attractions  before  us.  No  formal  halt  was 
made  at  Snickersville,  but  Gea  Stahel  pushed  on 
with  rapidity  over  the  mountain  to  the  Shenandoah 
River,  capturing  a  few  stray  scouts,  belonging  to 
White's  battalion,  on  the  way,  without  firing  a 
shot 

Descending  the  mountain,  the  road,  within  one 
hundred  rods  of  the  river,  inclines  to  the  right 
As  the  advance-guard  turned  this  bend,  the  little 
village  on  the  opposite  bank— one  hundred  yards 
distant — known  as  Snicker's  Ferry,  was  brought 
into  full  view,  and  with  it  a  patrolling  picket  of 
White's  cavalry,  numbering  fifty  men.  It  was 
quite  evident  they  did  not  expect  Union  troops 
to  appear  to  them  just  at  that  moment  They 
did  not  seem  to  be  surprised,  for  only  about 
twenty-five  of  our  men  were  in  sight ;  they  had 
on  blue  overcoats — so  had  many  of  the  rebels. 
Not  expecting  to  see  Union  troops  there,  and  at 
that  early  hour  in  the  morning,  the  rebels  across 
the  river  naturally  concluded  —  as  some  of  the 
prisoners  subsequently  stated — ^that  it  was  a  part 
of  their  own  battalion ;  it  was  not  until'  after  a 
random  series  of  questions  had  been  asked  and 
answered  across  the  river  that  they  discovered 
their  grave  mistake,  and  then  it  was  done  by  an 
injudicious  new-comer,  wh<T  called  out :  ^^  How 
are  you,  Seqesh?"  The  query  was  instantly 
made:  **  Who  are  you,  Yanks?"  The  truth  of 
the  matter  was,  we  leam  from  prisoners,  that 
they  had  heard  of  the  advance  to  Ashby's  Gap, 
and  had  arranged  for  serious  opposition  in  that 
quarter;  but,  as  their  scouts  in  Snicker's  Gap 
were  fortunately  captured,  they  had  no  intima- 
tion wl)atever  of  the  force  advancing  from  that 
direction.  One  of  the  scouts  taken  was  much 
chopfallen,  particularly  because  he  had  a  good 
horse,  two  Colt's  revolvers,  a  carbine,  and  sword. 
He  came  up  to  a  squad  of  men,  and  asked  if  they 
were  ^^confeds."  They  beckoned  for  him  to 
come  in,  and  he  did  so,  under  the  supposition 
that  they  belonged  to  White's  battalion.  When 
told  that  he  was  a  prisoner,  he  said  they  had  de- 
ceived him,  and  declared  that  he  had  been  swin- 
dled. 

The  advance  upon  arriving  near  the  ferry,  was 
commanded  by  Col.  Wyndham,  of  the  First  New- 
Jersey  cavalry.  Gen.  Stahel  directed  a  detail  of 
dismounted  carbineers  to  advance  to  the  bank  of 
river.  Lieut  Sutherland,  of  the  Second  Penn- 
sylvania cavalry,  with  a  mixed  detachment,  num- 
bering fifty,  went  forward  and  delivered  the  first 
fire.  The  enem  v,  concealed  behind  houses,  fences,  ^ 
and  trees,  fired  a  few  shots,  but  upon  seeing  a 
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body  of  horsemen  under  Captain  Duggan,  of  the 
First  Michigan,  fording  the  river  and  not  heeding 
their  fire,  mounted  their  horses  and  fled  precipi- 
tately. 

In  the  movement  across  the  river,  Capt  Heintz, 
of  Gen.  StaheVs  staff,  had  an  opportunity  of  dis> 
playing  a  quality  that  characterizes  all  good  and 
experienced  soldiers,  that  is,  doing  the  right  thing 
at  the  right  time  and  in  the  right  place.  None 
of  the  men  with  the  advance  knevr  any  thing 
about  thi9  ford,  and  nearly  all  had  horses  new  to 
the  service.  The  horses  for  a  moment  hesitated 
about  going  into  the  water.  Capt  Heintz,  who 
was  close  at  hand,  seeing  apparent  hesitation  from 
some  cause  or  other,  and  realizing  that  time  just 
then  was  all-important,  dashed  forward  into  the 
river.  The  movement  thus  inaugurated  was 
speedily  executed,  and  had  it  not  been  for  an  un- 
fortunate accident,  Capt  Heintz  would  have  been 
the  first  on  the  opposite  shore.  Just  as  he  had 
nearly  reached  the  opposite  bank  his  horse  fell, 
and  horse  and  rider  went  under.  The  water  and 
atmosphere  were  both  frosty,  and  the  mishap 
caused  only  a  temporary  delay,  but  Capt  Heintz 
that  night  and  the  following  day  suffered  severely 
from  his  mishap.  Gen.  Stahel,  Capt  Theilkuhl, 
of  his  staff,  CoL  Wyndham,  Capt  Middleton,  of 
the  Second  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  Capts.  Duggan, 
Crumb,  Lieutenant  Sutherland  and  other  officers, 
whose  names  I  do  not  know,  shared  the  dangers 
encountered  by  the  first  detachment  that  crossed 
the  river.  The  balance  of  the  command  followed 
as  speedily  as  possible. 

The  advance  force,  under  Colonel  Wyndham,  as 
soon  as  the  river  had  been  forded,  dashed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  retreating  enemy ;  flankers  were 
thrown  out,  and  at  about  three  miles  from  the 
ford  the  advance  came  suddenly  upon  the  camp 
of  Whitens  battalion. 

The  men,  pretty  well  excited  by  what  they  had 
already  experienced,  now  pressed  on  the  harder, 
and  dashed  into  the  camp,  yelling  like  so  many 
demons.  The  commander  of  the  camp  had  just 
received  information  that  there  were  twenty-five 
Yanks  across  the  ford ;  he  supposed  that  was  all 
the  force  there,  and  ho  was  concocting  a  plan  to 
capture  it,  as  the  balance  of  his  guard  at  the  Ferry 
— thoHe  who  had  not  been  captured  or  escaped 
by  disappearing  at  the  roadsidc^-came  in  upon 
the  run  with  the  Yanks  at  their  heels. 

I  have  heard  of  scenes  of  confusion  that  **  beg- 
gars all  description,"  but  never  had  the  pleasure 
of  witnessing  such  a  perfect  bedlam  of  excitement 
before.  The  rebels  ran  from  their  tents  in  utter 
disma}',  and  each  acted  upon  the  impulse  of  the 
moment  Some  mounted  the  nearest  horse  at 
hand,  and  dashed  off  without  regard  to  direction 
or  order ;  the  command  was,  if  they  received  any, 
**  to  stand  not  upon  the  order  of  going,  but  go  at 
once,"  and  they  obeyed  it  to  the  letter ;  two  or 
three,  who  were  so  fortunate  as  to  secure  horses, 
leaped  a  fence  that  seemed  to  be  too  high  for  any 
animal  to  clear ;  one  poor  horse  lodged  upon  the 
fence,  his  rider  falling  head  foremost  over  it,  and 
the  animal  falling  the  other  side.  Lieut  Barrett, 
who  was  ou  duty,  owes  his  capture  to  the  fiict 


that  just  as  he  got  the  alarm,  a  private,  having 
no  respect  for  rank,  mounted  his  horse  and  dashed 
oft  Not  a  few  had  the  shakes  very  bad,  and  beg- 
ged for  mercy— they  had  begun  to  think  the  Yanks 
were  terrible  fellows.  "Gray-backs"  could  be 
seen  skedaddling  in  every  direction,  at  a  rate  of 
speed  which  would  have  been  creditable  to  pro- 
fessional runners.  One  tent,  containing  three 
men,  viras  prostrated  by  each  of  the  inmates  at- 
tempting to  get  out  firsts  The  tent  fell  so  thst 
the  men  were  caught  under  it,  when  a  Union  sol- 
dier, seeing  their  position,  ran  up  and  slipped 
them  with  the  fiat  of  his  sword.  They  cried  out  in 
great  trepidation :  "  We  surrender,  we  surrender  I^ 
Lieut  Penn  Gaskell,  Adjutant  of  GoL  Wyndham, 
unearthed  a  man  who  had  rolled  himself  into  a 
blanket,  mummy  fashion,  and  had  numaged  to 
cover  his  head  and  body  with  leaves ;  unfortun* 
ately  for  himself^  his  legs  were  too  long  for  the 
occasion.  He  acted  in  his  fright  upon  the  instinct 
of  the  ostrich,  by  concealing  his  head,  supposing 
that  if  he  could  not  see,  the  enemy  could  nc>t 
see  him.  When  unrolled  and  brought  to  \i^i, 
he  shook  like  an  aspen-leaf  in  a  thunderstoniL 
He  denied  being  an  officer,  and  when  the  discor- 
ery  was  made  that  he  was  a  no  less  importar.t 
personage  than  a  captain,  he  was  suddenly  seizd 
with  the  small-pox,  and  warned  those  around  him 
of  the  danger  of  exposing  themselves  to  such  a  dis- 
gusting disease.  Lieut  Penn  Gaskell  finally  to!d 
him  that  dissembling  would  be  of  no  avail ;  he 
must  go  along  with  him.  The  man  then  acknow* 
ledgcd  that  he  was  Capt.  Grubb,  of  White's  car- 
airy,  but  that  he  had  the  "rheumatics,^'  and  could 
not  walk.  Two  men  carried  him  to  the  rear  a 
short  distance,  when  the  officer  in  charge  conr 
eluded  that  he  would  waste  no  more  time  upon 
so  worthless  a  fellow,  and  paroled  htm  on  the 
spot  Tents,  arms,  provisions,  ammunition,  hon^s 
cattle,  personal  property  and  three  flags  werv 
abandoned  in  the  panic.  Our  men  hastily  picke<I 
up  revolvers  and  other  articles  that  struck  the  r 
fancy,  exchanged  poor  horses  for  good'  ones,  an'! 
for  once,  at  least,  the  Union  soldiers  experience 
the  pleasure  of  sacking  an  enemy's  canip. 

The  camp  was  well  supplied  with  every  thing 
for  this  regiment,  although  now  reoeivii^  regulir 
pay  from  the  confederate  government,  is  an  in- 
dependent command,  and  authorized  to  appr^v 
priate  any  thing  they  seize  to  their  own  use, 
without  any  red-tapeism  intervening,  or  responsi- 
bility whatever.  They  have  recently  robbed  tv  o 
stores  in  Poolesville,  and  supplied  themselTes 
with  boots,  shoes,  and  clothing,  and  many  other 
similar  articles,  such  as  could  not  be  obtained  at 
farm-houses.  It  seems  that  the  battalion  wa» 
about  moving  its  camp,  and  just  before  oar  troops 
entered  it,  had  sent  off  several  wagon-loads  of 
clothing  and  camp  equipage  —  otherwise,  the 
whole  of  the  property  lately  taken  by  ^Vhite 
fi*om  Poolesville  would  have  been  recapturiii 
I  At  this  point  the  bulk  of  CoL  Wyndham's  com- 
mand was  sent  off  by  Gen.  Stahel,  on  picket  and 
scouting  duties  —  particularly  for  the  purpose  &f 
sweeping  in  the  retreating  and  scattered  rebels 
Beside  some  twenty  odd  prisoners,  twenty  bead 
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of  catUe,  ud  as  many  horses,  (beside  those  im- 
pressed bj  the  soldiers,)  one  ambulance  filled 
with  chickens,  and  »  four-horse  wagon,  loaded 
with  tents  and  camp  equipage,  were  captured  by 
Col  Wyndham  and  sent  to  Sie  rear.  The  stand- 
iu*^  tents  and  all  other  property  not  cairied  away 
were  destroyed. 

While  Goi  Wyndham  was  engaged  at  White's 
camp,  GoL  Cesnola,  of  the  Fourth  New- York  cav- 
&Inr,  adTanced  with  his  command,  consisting 
nalijiy  of  the  Ninth  New- York  cavalry,  under 
the  unmediate  command  of  Miyor  Knox,  to  Berry- 
viUe,  aooompanied,  as  the  previous  advance  had 
l>of-D,  bj  Gen.  Stahel,  and  followed  closely  by  Col. 
Wyndham,  with  a  small  portion  of  his  command 
n<u  otherwise  engaged,  as  a  reserve  force.  The 
I'jwn  was  found  to  be  occupied  by  a  part  of 
^Vhite's  command,  the  Fourth,  Seventh,  Twelfth, 
and  part  of  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  cavalry. 

By  direction  of  Gen.  Stahel,  lujor  Knox,  at  the 
bead  (tf  two  hundred  men,  charged  through  the 
pnndpal  street  of  the  town,  driving  a  superior 
im^  before  him.     In  this  aflbir.  Gen.  Stahel  and 
OjI  Cesnola  participated,  and  were  in  the  ad- 
Tince  with  Major  Knox.    Arriving  at  the  west- 
eHy  outskirt  of  the  town,  CoL  Cesnola,  with  a 
portion  of  the  Ninth  New- York,  pushed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  Seventh  Virginia  cavalry,  which 
iud  opposed  his  entrance  into  town,  and  drove 
them,  pell-mell,  to  a  point  within  four  and  a  half 
miles  of  Winchester.    As  there  was  a  respectable 
t^irce,  including  infiuitry,  artillery,  and  cavalry — 
tt  Winchester,  GoL  Cesnola  concluded  that  the 
f^mirj  beyond  might  be  unhealthy  for  his  men, 
1^4  ^th  several  prisoners  captured,  fell  back  to 
tiie  main  body.   While  this  movement  was  being 
t-tecated,  another  portion  of  our  men  were  brisk- 
ly engaged  in  Berryville.    Soon  after  Col  Ces- 
li-Ai  advanced,  the  rear  of  Major  Knox*s  command 
w  attacked  by  the  Thirt^nth  Virginia  cavalry, 
fuming  down  a  road  leading  into  the  village  from 
« northerly  direction.   Gen.  Stahel  directed  Major 
KifDi  to  wheel  to  the  right  and  charge  upon  the 
rear  of  the  Thirteenth,  which  movement  was  ex- 
^-uted  promptly  and  successfully.     At  the  same 
^e,  the  rear  company  faced  about  and  resisted 
^  attack  in  that  direction  with  their  sabres,  car- 
biacs^  and  pistols.     Just  at  the  opportune  mo- 
n^ent,  Capt  Heintz,  of  Gen.  StaheVs  staff,  appears 
u;ioD  the  scene  of  action  again.     He  saw  the  haz- 
i^;ious  position  in  which  the  detachments  in  the 
ullage  were  placed,  and  with  twenty-five  or  thirty 
^tiered  men  he  had  collected,  charged  upon  the 
TuLteenth  regiment  at  about  the  same  time  Ma- 
j^  Knox  executed  his  second  movement  upon  its 
i^<ar.   The  men  under  Captain  Heintz  put  their 
iiorses  upon  the  full  gallop,  and  went  into  the 
H^\  ^th  a  yelL     The  rebds  were  so  situated  as 
i-ot  to  be  able  to  see  the  exact  force  conung  upon 
L^ieot— a  panic' seized  them,  and  thev  fled  out  of 
U»Mm  and  scattered  in  every  direction.    While 
this  was  transpiring  in  town,  squads  of  rebel  cav- 
^  made  their  appearance  in  the  rear  and  on 
tiic  northerly  side  of  the  road  leading  to  Snickex^s 
^  my.    Most  of  them  wore  blue  overcoats,  and 
for  nearly  an  hour  one  squad  was  within  long 


rifle-range  of  a  squad  of  Union  troops,  and  each 
supposed  that  the  other  belonged  to  the  same 
army,  until  a  member  of  the  First  Virginia  cav- 
alry, (Union,)  named  Reid,  rode  up  to  the  other 
squad,  when,  after  a  few  words,  they  ordered 
hun  to  surrender.  This  he  refused  to  do,  and 
wheeled  his  horse  to  escapa  A  volley  was  fired 
at  him,  but  he  escaped  uninjured.  As  soon  as 
the  volley  had  been  fired,  he  raised  himself  from 
the  leaning  posture  he  had  assumed  alongside  of 
the  horse  to  avoid  the  shots,  made  several  ges- 
tures of  contempt  toward  the  rebels,  and  joined 
his  comrades.  The  horse  was  badly  wounded, 
but  was  brought  back. 

A  sergeant  of  company  F,  Ninth  New- York 
cavalry,  at  about  this  time,  throueh  the  agency 
of  an  intelligent  negro,  discovered  where  Major 
White,  of  the  rebel  battalion,  had  been  an  hour 
before.  He  got  together  half  a  dozen  men  and 
proceeded  to  the  place  indicated — ^the  house  of  a 
Mr.  Shepherd.  He  was  about  thirty  minutes  too 
late — ^the  bird  had  flown.  The  house  and  prem- 
ises were  thoroughly  searched,  and  nearly  an 
hour*s  time  was  consumed  in  the  performance  of 
this  task.  All  this  time  a  rebel  squad  of  twenty- 
five  men  was  within  two  hundred  rods  of  the 
house,  but  for  some  reason,  best  known  to  them- 
selves, they  did  not  attempt  to  cross  three  stone 
walls  and  a  ditch  that  intervened. 

Toward  nieht  Gen.  Stahel,  having  accomplished 
the  special  object  of  the  reconnoissance,  ordered 
his  command  to  fall  back,  which  was  done  in 
good  order — ^the  rebel  scouts  following  closely  the 
rear-guard.  As  the  expediency  of  returning  to 
Chantilly  by  the  way  of  Aldie — ^the  infantry,  un- 
der Col.  Von  Gilsa,  left  at  that  point,  having  gone 
back  to  Chantilly,  and  the  place  being  convenient 
for  a  rebel  force  firom  the  Valley  to  concentrate — 
Gen.  Stahel  decided  to  move  in  a  north-easterly 
direction  as  far  as  Leesburgh.  Encamping  at 
Mount  Gilead  Saturday  night,  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing early  he  moved  on  to  Leesburgh,  and  cross- 
ing Goose  Creek,  after  a  long  and  &tiguing  march, 
arrived  in  Chantilly  the  same  night  Just  be- 
fore Gen.  Stahel  crossed  the  Shenandoah,  Captain 
Dahlgren,  of  Gen.  Sigel's  staff,  with  twenty-five 
men,  was  sent  off  to  the  right  from  Middloburgh. 
He  went  to  Mount  Gilead,  Circleville,  Goose 
Creek  Church,  and  the  Leesburgh  pike,  and  ar- 
rived at  Snicker's  Ford  at  about  three  o^ clock  p.k., 
bringiag  three  of  White's  scouts  and  two  other 
men.  Hearing  that  there  were  scattered  squads 
of  rebels  hanging  upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the 
force  in  front,  he  got  together  all  the  men  who 
could  be  spared  from  the  command,  guarding  the 
river  at  the  ford,  and  crossed  over  in  pursuit 
While  thus  engaged  he  met  the  returning  column 
and  fell  back  with  it 

As  compared  with  the  number  of  shots  fired, 
and  the  important  results  attained,  the  losses  of 
the  day  were  trifling.  Only  one  Union  soldier 
was  killed,  and,  so  fiur  as  is  known,  fifteen  were 
wounded  A  number  of  men  are  missing,  but  it 
is  supposed  Ihey  were  taken  prisoners.  Four  of 
the  enemy— one  an  oflBcer— are  known  to  have 
been  kill^  and  not  less  than  thirty  were  wound- 
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ed  in  the  different  skirmishes.  The  names  of 
the  killed  and  wounded,  so  far  as  ascertained, 
are  as  follows : 

Private  George  Bradley,  Co.  G,  Ninth  New- York 
cayalry,  killed ;  Lieut  John  T.  Rutherford,  Co. 
L,  Ninth  New-Yerk  cavalry,  wounded  in  left 
shoulder;  private  John  Phillips,  Co.  A,  Ninth 
New- York  cavalry,  left  arm,  slightly  ;  private 
John  L.  Brewster,  Co.  C,  Ninth  New- York  caval- 
ry, slightly ;  Lieut  Marvin,  First  Michigan  caval- 
ry, slightly;  Lieut  N.  Herrick,  Co.  A,  Ninth 
New- York  cavalry,  was  wounded,  and  is  suppos- 
ed, to  be  a  prisoner. 

Corporal  S.  A.  Pitcher,  First  Michigan  cavalry ; 
Sergt -Major  Smith,  of  Ninth  New- York ;  Corp. 
Batten,  of  the  Second  Pennsylvania  cavalry ;  pri- 
vate Gatten,  Ninth  New- York  cavalry,  and  sever- 
al others,  were  captured,  but  succeeded  in  making 
their  escape.  When  Corporal  Pitcher  was  cap- 
tured, his  horse  and  every  thing,  of  course,  were 
taken  away  from  him.  When  he  returned  to  his 
company  he  had  a  better  horse  and  accoutre- 
^  ments  than  before. 

Sorgeant-Major  Smith  was  captured  in  Berry- 
TtUe.  He  was  in  the  charge  made  by  Major  Knox, 
to  the  north  of  the  main  street,  upon  the  rear  of 
the  Seventh  Virginia  cavalry.  While  his  horse 
was  at  a  full  gallop  through  a  burying-ground,  he 
found  that  he  would  have  to  run  against  a  grave- 
stone or  jump  his  horse  over  it  He  attempted 
to  do  the  latter,  when  the  animal  got  caught  upon 
the  stone,  and  horse  and  rider  fell  over  together. 
Sergeant  Smith  regained  his  feet,  and  being  be- 
tween two  lines  of  cavalry,  he  was  rolled  first  one 
way  and  then  the  other  by  the  horses  rubbing 
against  him  on  either  side^  until  he  was  badly 
bruised,  and  fell  to  the  ground  again.  After  our 
cavalry  had  passed,  he  got  upon  his  feet,  and  was 
immediately  surrounded  by  a  portion  of  White's 
cavalry,  to  whom  he  surrendered,  and  remained 
with  them  during  the  rest  of  the  fight  in  the 
town.  He  escaped  with  a  rebeVs  horse,  all  ac- 
coutrements, and  subsequently  his  own  horse  was 
recaptured.  Sergeant  Smith  says  that  White's 
cavalry  is  mainly  composed  of  boys,  many  of 
them  not  more  than  fourteen  or  fifteen  years  old. 
While  a  prisoner,  one  of  these  boys  came  up  to 
him  in  a  blustering  manner  and  said,  with  an 
oath,  ^*  I  suppose  you  are  a  Yankee,  and  I  will 
finish  you ;''  and,  as  if  to  carry  his  threat  into 
execution,  he  drew  a  revolver,  but  justtat  this 
moment  an  officer  interfered,  and  thereby  proba- 
bly saved  the  life  of  Sergeant  Smith. 

Another  man  escaped  by  killing  a  soldier  who 
had  him  in  charge. 

Among  the  prisoners  captured  was  Lieutenant 
Barret,  Dr.  Wottem,  Lieutenant  Stevens,  private 
Stephenson,  and  "Bob"  White,  a  native  of  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.,  and  who  was  clerk  in  one  of  the 
departments  under  Buchanan. 

At  the  fight  at  Berry ville,  women,  it  is  believ- 
ed, fired  from  several  houses.  It  is  quite  certain 
that  Lieut  Rutherford  was  wounded  by  a  shot 
fired  from  a  window.  His  wound  is'  quite  severe, 
but  he  refused  to  retire  until  the  rebels  had  been 
dispersed.     The  rebel  lieutenant  was  killed  on 


the  main  street    His  horse  was  shot  almost  at 
the  same  instant  and  both  fell  together. 

Gen.  Stahel  evinced  throughout  the  entire  re- 
oonnoissance,  great  prudence  in  the  disposition 
of  his  forces,  and  in  every  fight  that  took  pUce, 
he  was  at  the  most  exposed  point,  giving  direc- 
tions. He  was  one  of  the  first  to  cross  the  mcr 
at  Snicker's  Ford,  and  was  with  the  advance  in 
several  charges.  A  number  of  shots  were  evi- 
dently directed  to  him  individually,  but  he  es- 
caped uninjured. 

Many  of  the  prisoners  captured,  did  not  hesi- 
tate to  express  their  satisfaction  at  the  change  in 
their  prospects,  as  they  were  tired  of  the  war, 
and  wanted  to  get  home.  ^^  Once  at  home,  yoa 
don^t  catch -me  out  here  again,  fighting  for  noth- 
ing," was  the  fiunk  acknowledgment  of  at  lei^ 
one  prisoner. 

It  is  very  generally  believed  that  many  of  the 
Southern  troops  taken  do  not  respect  their  parole^ 
The  prisoner  Stevens,  named  above,  has  been  cap- 
tured at  least  four  times,' almost  within  as  many 
months,  and  the  last  time  previous  to  this,  wii 
only  a  few  da3'8  ago,  and  by  the  same  men  wh') 
took  him  on  this  occasion. 

At  Bector^s  Cross-Roads,  and  at  various  poinU 
the  people  fairly  b^ged  for  Uncle  Sam^s  *' green- 
backs,** and  offered  to  give  any  thing  in  retun 
they  had.  These  people  were  well  supplied  with 
confederate  money,  and  at  some  places  it  pass^ 
at  par  between  neighbors ;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
clothing,  groceries,  boots,  shoes,  etc,  it  is  ixt 
worth  the  original  cost  of  the  paper.  The  8to^^ 
kee^rs  who  have  any  thing  to  sell  now  refiiKe  w 
receive  confederate  notes  in  payment  for  good> 
Virginia  money  they  take  at  firom  forty  to  fifty  per 
cent  discount,  and  Uncle  Sam^s  money  at  par  geoe- 
rally.  Some  of  the  sharpers,  who  know  full  well 
the  value  and  necessities  of  the  people,  charge  t 
small  discount  upon  Union  money,  because  ther 
know  their  customers  cannot  do  otherwise  than 
submit  to  the  shave.  As  there  is  but  little  gi<oi 
paper-money  afloat,  all  the  people  purchase  in 
these  parts  is  paid  for  in  promises,  in  g^o,  or 
something  raised  upon  their  farms.  Promises  ti 
pay  are  by  far  the  most  commonly  used,  and  I 
have  conversed  with  many  men  who  have  di^ 
posed  of  whole  stocks  of  goods,  receiving  in  par 
this  commodity. 

The  distress  to  which  the  people  of  this  repoii 
have  been  reduced  by  the  rebellion  is,  in  soaie 
instances,  heartrending  to  behold,  ^rst  tber 
were  robbed  by  those  who  professed  to  be  thexr 
friends — the  rebel  soldiers ;  and  next  the  Ucir^. 
troops  appropriate  whatever  their  necessities  n- 
quire  at  the  moment.  This  has  been  repealed 
over  and  over  again,  in  hundreds  of  places,  until 
at  last  commanders,  in  selecting  a  route  to  man-U 
find  it  positively  necessary  that  some  attentin 
be  paid  to  the  chances  for  obtaining  forage  ind 
provisions.  The  distress  is  not  alone  the  ca*i<< 
of  the  want  of  provisions.  The  people  have  t.< 
resort  to  every  means  to  cover  their  nakedi.c.-- 
I  have  seen  young  ladies  who  were  brought  u;>  iti 
opulence,  and  with  every  thing  at  their  comn.;.!. . 
the  heart  could  urish  or  a  cultivated  taste  de^:tt\ 
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j^re  the  war,  but  who  now  are  experiencing  all 
the  pings  incident  to  a  state  of  poverty.  The 
skins  of  animals,  cast-awaj  grain-sacks,  and  other 
articles  heretofore  never  used  for  such  purposes, 
I  have  seen  worn  by  both  men  and  women,  made 
into  articles  of  dothing.  The  suffering  is  not 
Alone  confined  to  the  poor,  ('*  white  trash,")  but, 
to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  is  shared  by  all.  The 
e^ecc  of  all  this  is,  that,  while  the  people  talk  as 
secessionists,  they  at  the  same  time  express  them- 
selFes  as  being  sorely  tired  of  the  war,  and  heap 
curses  upon  those  who  inaugurated  it 

When  this  expedition  started,  a  company  of 
the  Second  Pennsylvania  cavalry  was  sent  to 
Leesburgh  for  the  purpose  of  looking  after  any 
stray  rebels  that  might  be  hovering  upon  our 
ri^ht  flank.  No  sooner  had  the  company  entered 
the  town  than  the  people  attempted  to  inform  a 
rebel  force,  within  reach,  of  their  hated  presence. 
The  commanding  officer  quietly  informed  the 
pt-ople,  that  if  attacked,  he  should  destroy  the 
town,  and  by  this  means  doubtless  saved  his 
Thole  command  finom  capture.  Leesburgh  is 
OM  of  the  most  hostile  towns  in  the  whole  State 
of  Virginia.  Our  soldiers  have  firequently  been 
shot  at  from  houses  while. passing  through  the 
.streets  &nd  it  is  with  the  greatest  difficulty  the 
men  can  be  restrained  within  the  inhospitable 
place. 

Since  writing  the  above,  I  learn  from  a  prison- 
er that  Major  White  was  wounded  twice — but 
not  dangerously — at  Perryville.  He  was  before 
^ufering  from  two  wounds  received  in  skirmishes. 
The  moral  effect  of  this  reconnoissance  will  work 
to  a  good  purpose  in  two  ways.  It  was  a  com- 
plete success  from  beginning  to  end,  and  while  it 
nil!  have  a  tendency  to  elevate  the  character  of 
our  cavalry  as  soldiers,  it  has  also  taught  the 
rebels  that  their  cavalry  is  no  match  for  ours. 
He  was  f^hown  at  sevend  points  where  the  con- 
test mi^ht  have  been  an  equal  one,  had  the  rebels 
sU)od  their  ground. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  ascertain 
the  whereabouts  of  any  of  the  large  rebel  force 
sported  to  be  near  at  hand  by  different  scouts, 
ind  particularly  the  whereabouts  of  Jackson.  It 
vas  ascertained,  upon  authority  deemed  reliable, 
that  Jackson,  with  both  Hills,  passed  through 
Xew-^Iarket  last  Sunday  in  a  southerly  direction. 
^e  report  that  there  is  any  considerable  force 
)t  Winchester  is  doubted  by  those  in  autho^ty. 

Major-Gen.  Bumside,  upon  learning  the  result 
of  the  expedition,  at  once  sent  an  order  by  tele- 
enph,  thanking  the  Commanding  General,  and, 
Uirougfa  him,  the  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
oiaodf'  for  the  public  service  rendered. 


Doc.  51. 
THE  EMANCIPATION  PROCLAMATION. 

BT  TUB  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA.— A  PROCLAMATION. 

WuEREAs,  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Sep- 
tem)>er,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-two,  a  proclamation  was 


issued  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  con- 
taining  among  other  things  the  following,  to  wit: 

"  That  on  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  six* 
ty-three,  all  persons  held  as  slaves  within  any 
State,  or  designated  part  of  a  State,  the  people 
whereof  shall  then  be  in  rebellion  against  the 
United  States,  shall  be  then,  thenceforth  and  for- 
ever fi^  and  the  Executive  Government  of  the 
United  States,  including  the  military  and  naval 
authorities  thereof  will  recognize  and  maintain 
the  freedom  of  such  persons,  and  will  do  no  act 
or  acts  to  repress  such  persons,  or  any  of  them, 
in  any  efforts  they  may  make  for  their,  actuu 
fireedom. 

**  That  the  Executive  will,  on  the  first  day  of 
January  aforesaid,  by  proclamation,  designate  the 
States  and  parts  of  States,  if  anv,  in  which  the 
people  therein  respectively  shall  then  be  in  rebel- 
lion against  the  United  States,  and  the  fact  that 
any  State,  or  the  people  thereof;  shall  on  that  day 
be  in  good  fiiith  represented  in  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  by  members  chosen  thereto,  at 
elections  wherein  a  majority  of  the  qualified  vot- 
ers of  such  States  shall  have  participated,  shall, 
in  the  absence  of  strong  countervailing  testimony, 
be  deemed  conclusive  evidence  that  such  State 
and  the  people  thereof  are  not  then  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States." 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  the  power  in  me 
vested  as  Commander-in-chief  of  the  Army  and 
Navy  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  actual  arm- 
ed rebellion  against  the  authority  and  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  as  a  fit  and  necessary 
war  measure  for  suppressing  said  rebellion,  do, 
on  this  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
and  in  accordance  with  my  purpose  so  to  do,  pub- 
licly proclaimed  for  the  full  period  of  one  hundred 
days  from  the  day  of  the  first  above-mentioned 
order,  and  designate,  as  the  States  and  parts  of 
States  wherein  the  people  thereof  respectively  are 
this  day  in  rebellion  against  the  United  States, 
the  following,  to  wit:  Arkansas,  Texas,  Louisi- 
ana, except  the  parishes  of  St  Bernard,  Plaque- 
mines, Jefferson,  St  John,  St  Charles,  St  James, 
Ascension,  Assumption,  Terre  Bonne,  Lafourche, 
St  Mary,  St  Martin,  and  Orleans,  including  the 
City  of  New-Orleans.  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Florida,  Georgia^  South-Carolina,  North-Carolina^ 
and  Vii^ginia,  except  the  forty-eight  counties  des- 
ignated as  West- Virginia^  and  also  the  counties 
of  Berkeley,  Accomac,  Northampton,  Elizabeth 
City,  York,  Princess  Ann,  and  Norfolk,  including 
the  cities  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  and  which 
excepted  parts  are,  for  the  present,  left  precisely 
as  if  this  proclamation  were  not  issued. 

And  by  vurtue  of  the  power  and  for  the  pur- 
pose aforesaid,  I  do  order  and  declare  that  all 
persons  held  as  slaves  within  said  designated 
States  and  parts  of  States  are,  and  henceforward 
shall  be  free ;  and  that  the  Executive  Government 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Military  and 
Naval  authorities  thereof  will  recognize  and 
maintun  the  freedom  of  said  persons. 
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And  I  hereby  enjoin  upon  the  people  so  declar- 
ed to  be  freef  to  abstain  from  all  yiolence,  unless  in 
necessary  self-defence,  and  I  recommend  to  them, 
that  in  all  cases,  when  allowed,  they  labor  faith- 
fully for  reasonable  wages. 

And  I  further  decUure  and  make  known  that 
such  persons  of  suitable  condition  will  be  receiyed 
into  the  armed  service  of  the  United  States  to 
garrison  forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other 
places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all  sorts  in  said 
service. 

And  upon  this,  sincerely  believed  to  be  an  act 
of  justice,  warranted  by  the  Constitution,  upon 
military  necessity,  I  invoke  the  considerate  judg- 
ment of  mankind  and  the  gracious  favor  of  Al- 
mighty €k>d. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  City  of  Washington,  this 

first  day  qf  January,  in  the  year  of  our 

r    1  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 

^  '   '-'   sixty-three,  and  of  the  Independence  of 

the  United  States  of  America  the  eighty- 

«  seventh. 

Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President — ^William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Doc.  52. 


MORGAN'S    REBEL    RAID. 

COLONEL  HOSKINS'S  BEPORT. 

Hhadqcaktbm  Post  Lmiroif,  Kt.,  I 
JaniuuT  a,  1868.     f 

Brigadier- General  C,  0,  Gilberty  Commanding 
Tenth  Division  Army  of  the  Cumberland. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  operations  before  Lebanon,  com- 
mencing on  the  twenty-sixth  of  December,  1862, 
at  which  time  I  wi^  notified  by  Brig. -Gen.  Boyle 
by  telegram  that  tlie  rebel  Morgan  was  again  in 
our  State,  and  ending  on  the  second  of  January, 
1863,  at  which  time  the  pursuit  of  him  was  aban- 
doned by  order  of  Brig. -Gen.  Speed  S.  Fry  three 
miles  beyond  Columbia.  At  the  time  I  received 
notice  of  Morgan's  invasion  of  the  State  and 
movements  in  the  direction  of  Bardstown  or  Le- 
banon, I  had  under  my  command  the  Seventh 
Tennessee,  consisting  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight  men ;  Twelfth  Kentucky  infantry,  consist- 
ing of  four  hundred  and  twenty-five  men ;  and 
Sixteenth  Kentucky  infantry,  six  hundred  and 
fifty.  I  was  informed  by  the  Post-Quartermaster 
that  he  had  at  this  post  near  three  thousand  head 
of  loose  stock,  mules  and  horses,  about  three 
hundred  wagons  and  stock  for  same,  some  two 
hundred  thousand  rations,  a  quantity  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  one  thousand  six  hundred  stand  of 
small  arms.  I  did  not  know  how  soon  Morgan 
would  be  upon  us,  and  having  no  fortifications, 
as  an  only  means  of  defence  I  ordered  all  the 
wagons  to  be  placed  in  corral.  I  also  ordered 
guns  to  be  distributed  to  all  the  convalescents 


capable  of  using  them,  as  also  to  the  teanstera 
whom  I  placed  under  competent  commanders.    I 
ordered  an  increase  of  our  picket-guards  ftnd  a 
thorough  inspection  of  arms,  ammunition,  etc 
Knowing  that  a  force  of  some  ten  or  eleven  la- 
ments were  at  Danville,  I  then  telegraphed  to 
Brig. -General  Baird  for  reenforcements  of  infiintry 
and  a  battery  of  artillery.     In  reply  he  notified 
me  on  the  twenty-sixth  December  that  he  h&d 
ordered  to  my  support  a  battery  of  Napoleon 
guns  and  (2)  two  regiments  of  infantry.    From 
my  observation  I  know  of  no  place  so  vulnerable 
as  Lebanon,  lying  as  it  were  in  a  basin  surround- 
ed by  commanding  positions,  as  also  with  ap- 
proaches firom  almost  every  direction,  and  I  was 
therefore  satisfied  that  a  fight  with  equal  nam- 
hers  could  not  be  successfully  made  within  or 
very  near  the  town,  and  I  accordingly  determin- 
ed, should  he  move  upon  the  place,  to  meet  hhn 
from  one  to  two  miles  from  the  dep6t     On  the 
twenty-eighth  I  was  notified  by  despatch  from 
General  Boyle  that  reinforcements  firom  Daniille, 
which  I  knew  were  within  four  or  fire  miles  of 
me,  were  recalled.     During  the  day,  cannonading 
was  distinctly  audible  in  the  direction  of  Elizi- 
bethtown  or  the  tunnel     I  again  urged  npon 
Gen.  Baird  the  necessity  of  sending  forward  re- 
enforcements,  and  was  by  him  notified  that  (2) 
two  strong  regiments  of  infantry  had  been  <»^er- 
ed  under  command  of  Col  Henderson  to  join  me, 
and  would  be  at  Lebanon  on  the  third.     I  then 
despatched  Gen.  Boyle,  in  anticipation  of  such  »> 
enforcements,  suggesting  the  propriety  of  halting 
the  Thirty-fourth  brigade,  which  had  be^i  order- 
ed to  Lebanon,  at  Muldrow's  Hill     Receiving  no 
answer  to  this  despatch,  in  consequence,  1  pre- 
sume, of  an  interruption  in  telegraphic  oommani- 
cation  between  this  place  and  Louisville,  the  bri- 
gade joined  me  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
ninth.     On  that  morning  I  sent  out  a  soouting- 
party  of  twenty-five  men  under  command  of 
Lieut  Porter,  of  the  Ninth  Kentucky   cavalrr, 
with  orders  to  proceed  in  the  direction  of  Nev- 
Haven  and  Bai^stown  until  he  could  learn  some- 
thing definite  of  Morgan's  force  and  movements. 
I  had  also  sent  out  a  single  and  reliable  citizen 
scout  with  similar  instructions.     On  the  morning 
of  the  third  the  citizen  returned  to  camp  with  in- 
telligence that  he  had  that  morning  breakfasted 
with  fifteen  of  Moi^gan's  men  at  Fredericksbui^h. 
distant  firom  us  nineteen  miles.     About   ihrve 
o'clock  of  the  same  day  Lieutenant  Porter  al'io 
returned,  confirming  the  report  of  the  first  sci>at, 
and  stating  that  the  cannonading  heard   by  us 
was  at  Rolling  Fork,  and  that  at  the  point  from 
which  he  had  returned  he  could  distinctly  heir 
musketry.     Morgan's  force  was  variously  esti- 
mated at  from  seven  thousand  to  eleven  ihon- 
sand.     I  had  been  notified  by  General  Boyle  thai 
Colonel  Harlan,  with  a  brigade  of  infantry,  a  lot- 
tery of  artillery,  and  two  regiments  of  oavaln. 
was  pressing  upon  his  rear  from  the  direction  i\ 
Elizabethtown.     So  soon  as  the  above  inftinna 
tion  was  received  by  scouts,  1  ordered  Rin>np  «it 
tachments  from  the  Sixth  and  Ninth  Kt'ntuok) 
cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  ilali^-  aui: 


BOOUMKN'rS. 


209 


Iieutena^^GoloneI  Boyle  to  make  a  reconnois- 

.sance  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  whether  Mor- 

p:n  \rould  pass  out  by  Ray  wick  and  to  our  right, 

OT  whether  he  was  yet  upon  the  Springfield  and 

direct  road  to  us.     About  nightfall  this  party  re- 

t  lined  and  reported  that  the  enemy  had  been 

f<  Jiid  encamped  on  the  Springfield  road,  distant 

frin  us  seven  miles.     Shortly  afterwards  I  re- 

..viHiinfonnatioD  that  Morgan  had  divided  his 

.'rce  and  sent  two  thousand  in  the  direction  of 

ilnsnlle.    To  ascertain  the  truth  of  this  state- 

!  leiit  I  ordered  out  detachments  from  the  Sixth 

.111  Ninth  Kentucky  cavalry,  under   command 

f  Majors  Fidler  and  Farris,  to  reconnoitre  in  the 

•irecUoQ  of  Barber's  Mills,  with  instructions,  that 

'  the  enemy  had  not  passed  that  point,  to  take 

e  Springfield  road  and  reconnoitre  in  their  rear. 

I :  the  execution  of  this  order,  Major  Fidler  per- 

''tiled  a  feat  of  daring  which  is  worthy  of  the 

^  uhest  praise,  and  which,  as  well  as  his  subse- 

:  lent  conduct,  has  proven  him  one  of  the  most 

iMtSi  and  energetic  officers  in  the  service. 

Un  arriving  at  Barber's  Mills,  and  learning  that 
t  e  enemy  had  not  passed  up  in  that  direction,  he 
1 'irsued  the  Springfield  road  until  he  came  upon 
o[ie  of  the  enemy's  pickets  in  the  streets  of  that 
t'wn,  whom  he  captured  without  attracting  no- 
ti'i^  He  and  his  men  then  advanced  to  within 
» fvw  yards  of  a  battery  planted  in  the  streets, 
i^rul  a  volley  into  the  midist  of  the  enemy,  killing 
'V')  of  their  number,  and  then  retreated  to  camp 
'  tL  their  prisoner.  I  have  omitted  to  state  in 
tie  proper  order  that,  after  the  return  of  Colonels 
M'lsy  and  Boyle,  and  following  immediately  on 
the  r  heels,  ihe  rebels  came  up  and  captured  one 
<r oar  ridette  pickets  only  a  short  distance  from 
U'post 

After  receiving  information  that  Morgan  had 
i  nled  his  forces,  knowing  that  Colonel  Hender- 
V'n  with  his  comnmnd,  consisting  of  two  strong 
^"imeots,  was  within  two  miles  of  the  intersec- 
ti;>p  vrf  the  road  leading  from  Springfield  to  Hays- 
^e,  I  sent  by  courier  an  order  to  halt  his  com- 
icind  near  Bethel  Church,  ambuscade,  and  await 
tbe  arriral  of  the  enemy,  when  he  should  engage 
iiim.  After  learning  through  Majors  Fidler  and 
{ arris  that  the  enemy  had  sent  no  force  upon 
t;^tt  road,  I  despatched  to  Colonel  Henderson  to 
}m  me  with  all  possible  speed,  having  the  even- 
^'•:  previous  sent  up  fifty  wagons  to  aid  in  trans- 
I'TUng  his  command.  Judge  of  my  surprise, 
•iiin  the  courier  returned  and  reported  that 
oljLel  Henderson  had  fallen  back  in  the  direc- 
''j^  of  Danville,  taking  with  him  my  wagons. 
I'J  my  plans  were  now  disconcerted.  With  the 
T  r-  at  my  command,  I  did  not  think  that  I 
''  ild  be  justifiable  in  attacking  Morgan  in  his 
:'>Hri  position,  and  more  particularly  when  I 
'-I  no  definite  idea  of  his  real  strength,  which 
^  -'  variously  estimated  at  from  three  to  eleven 
>  >j;and,  and  I  was  induced  to  act  even  more 
-'Ui)asly  than  I  would  otherwise  have  done, 
•>m  the  fact,  that  I  could  hear  nothing  of  CoL 
iatLoi's  command.  As  I  knew  that  he  had  en- 
'\S^'i  Morgan  at  Rolling  Fork,  and  as  he  did  not 
-How  up  the  pursuit  and  press  him  down  upon 
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either  Gen.  Baird  or  myself^  the  inference  drawn 
by  me  was  that  Morgan  had  sufficient  force  to 
repulse  Col.  Harlan,  or  he  would  have  followed 
up  any  advantage  that  might  have  been  gained 
by  him.    Believing  that  Morgan's  command  was 
suffering  for  rest,  at  three  o'clock  on  the  morning 
of  the  thirty-first  December,  I  ordered  out  an- 
other reconnoitring  party  under  command  of 
Major  Gratz,  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky  cavalry, 
with  instructions  to  press  upon  the  enemy,  cut 
off  and  capture  his  pickets,  if  possible,  fire  into 
his  camp,  and  retire,  after  ascertaining  whether 
he  had  changed  position.     This  order  was  exe- 
cuted, and  Major  Gratz  returned  with  the  report 
that  the  enemy  had  advanced  two  miles  in  our 
direction.   I  have  omitted  to  state  that  my  chosen 
position  for  action  was  on  the  Springfield  road, 
and  I  had,  on  the  evening  of  the  thirtieth  De- 
cember, selected  a  position  for  one  section  of  the 
battery,  which  was  placed  and  masked,  supported 
by  company  A,  Sixteenth  Kentucky.     The  po- 
sition chosen  was  in  the  angle  formed  by  the 
Springfield  road  and  Cartwright's  Creek.     This 
position  commanded  the  Springfield  road  for  a 
mile  and  a  hal^  and  was  strengthened  by  a  pre- 
cipitous bluff  on  the  right  flank.     At  this  point, 
I  felt  we  must  meet  the  enemy ;  for  if  they  were 
permitted  to  pass  it,  and  gain  possession  of  a  copse 
of  timber  and  the  commanding  position  on  the 
hill,  they  could  shell  us  in  the  town,  while  their 
riflemen  could  advance  under  cover  of  the  timber 
until  they  would  be  in  range  of  any  line  of  battle 
formed  north  of  town,  and  which  would  of  ne- 
cessity leave  us  fully  exposed,  as  the  ground 
was  entirely  open.     These  arrangements  having 
been  made  after  the  report  of  Major  Gratz,  I  or- 
dered Colonel  Halisy  to  make  another  reconnois- 
sance  upon  the  Springfield  road,  to  ascertain 
whether  the  enemy  was  really  advancing  with  a 
view  of  attacking  us.     Colonel  Halisy  left  camp 
about  seven  o'clock  a.m.  on  the  thiity-first  De- 
cember, and  at  eleven  o'clock  a.x.  sent  back  a 
courier  with  the  information  that  he  had  pro- 
ceeded as  far  as  their  camp  of  the  night  previous, 
which  they  had  abandoned.     Colonel  Halisy  was 
then  directe<l  that,  in  the  event  they  should  have 
moved  with  a  view  of  passing  either  to  the  right 
or  left  of  us,  to  pursue,  hang  upon  their  rear, 
and,  if  possible,  harass  them  to  a  stand.     Find- 
ing they  had  left,  he  pressed  on  to  Springfield 
and  in  the  direction  of  Muldrow's  HilL    About 
noon  citizens  came  rushing  into  town  with  the 
most  extravagant   reports   regarding  Morgan's 
force,  and  assuring  us  that  he  was  advancing 
on  the  place,  with  his  right  column  moving  fix>m 
the  direction  of  St  Mary's  Church,  on  the  Leba- 
non Branch  Railroad.     To  ascertain  the  truth  of 
this  statement,  I  ordered  another  reconnoissance 
to  be  made  in  that  direction  by  Lieut -CoL  Boyle, 
of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  cavalry,  who  set  out  to 
execute  the  order  in  command  of  a  detachment 
of  three  hundred  men  from  his  regiment 

In  anticipation  of  pursuing  Morgan  in  case  he 
should  give  us  the  go-by,  I  had  al^  ordered  the 
commanders  of  different  regiments  to  draw  five 
days'  rations,  and  be  in  readiness  to  move  with- 
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out  camp  or  garrison  equipage  at  a  moment^ s 
warning ;  and  I  also  ordered  aU  the  teams  at  the 
post  to  be  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment^s 
notice.     In  the  mean  time  I  had  heard  nothing 
from  Colonel  Halisy  since  eleven  o*cIock  a.m.,  and 
already  felt  considerable  anxiety  in  regard  to  his 
safety.    At  five  o^clock  p.m.,  I  receiv^  informa- 
tion that  Colonel  Halisy  was  still  in  pursuit,  who 
was  moving  in  the  direction  of  Muldrow^s  Hill, 
and  from  their  rear-guard  he  had  succeeded  in 
capturing  fifteen  prisoners,  whom  he  sent  into 
camp.    About  the  same  time  Colonel  Boyle  re- 
turned, bringing  into  camp  some  prisoners,  with 
the  assurance  that   Morgan's  main  body  had 
passed  St  Mary's  Church.     I  knew  we  had  a 
force  at  Glasgow,  and  had  been  informed  that 
we  had  a  force  at  or  near  Greensburgh,  under 
command  of  Colonel  Wolford,  to  whom  I  had  on 
the  thirtieth  started  a  courier  notifying  him  that  I 
would  pursue  Morgan  should  he  pass  west  of  us, 
and  suggesting  the  propriety  of  his  moving  his 
command  to  Pinchem  or  Muldrow's  HilL     Un- 
fortunately, however,  this  courier  was  captured 
and  paroled  before  he  reached  Colonel  Wolfdrd. 
At  six  o'clock  P.M.,  December  thirty-first,  my 
command,  consisting  of  a  squadron  of  the  Sixth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  under  Major  Gratz,  a  squadron 
of  the  Ninth  Kentucky  cavalry,  under  command 
of  Major  Rue,  the  TweUih  Kentucky  infantry,  the 
Sixteenth  Kentucky  infantry,  (which  two  regi- 
ments, together  with  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  had 
been  temporarily  brigaded  and  placed  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Cr^dock,  of  the  Sixteenth  Ken- 
tucky,) the  battery  of  artillery,  and  the  Thirty- 
fourth  brigade,   commanded   by  Colonel  Reed, 
moved  in  pursuit     The  order  of  ^e  march  was 
as  follows:  first,  the  squadron  of  cavalry  under 
Major  Gratz;  second,  one  section  of  the  battery ; 
third,  the  Ninth  Kentucky  cavalry ;  fourth,  sec- 
tion of  the  battery,  supported  by  company  A  of 
the  Sixteenth  Kentucky  ;    fifth,  the  Sixteenth 
Kentucky  infantry ;  sixth,  section  of  the  battery, 
supported  by  company  I  of  the  Sixteentii  Ken- 
tucky ;    seventh,    Twelfth    Kentucky  infantry, 
mounted  in  wagons ;  eighth,  the  brigade  of  Col- 
onel Reed  unbroken.     In  liie  above  order,  we 
moved    on  the  Campbellsville    road   until  we 
reached  a  point  near  New-Market     Here  we 
were  informed  by  a  citizen  of  the  death  of  the 
gallant,    accomplished,    and    lamented    Colonel 
Halisy,  whom  I  could  but  admire  for  his  great 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  our  Union,  and  the  energy 
and  promptness  with  which  he  executed  every 
order  confided  to  him.    By  his  death  the  service 
has  lost  one  of  its  most  accomplished  and  chiv- 
alrous ofiScers,  and  the  community  one  of  its  most 
useful  and  honorable  citizens.     We  were  also  in- 
formed by  the  same  person  that  the  rebels  were 
then  encamped  two  miles  to  our  right  on  the 
Rolling  Fork. 

A  holt  of  the  column  was  ordered.  Major 
Rue,  of  the  Nmth  Kentucky  cavalry,  was  or- 
dexod  forward  to  guard  the  bridge  over  Rolling 
Fork.  A  strong  cavalry  picket  was  sent  back 
upon  ^tke  road  leading  from  St  Mary's  to  Leba- 
son,  aod  which  intersects  the  Campbellsville  road 


one  and  a  half  miles  in  our  rear.  This  I  thought 
necessary  to  prevent  their  passing  to  our  rear 
upon  Lebanon,  and  thence  through  Bradfordville 
and  Somerset,  in  the  event  they  should  discover 
our  movement  toward  Muldrow's  Hill.  I  al<o 
ordered  a  reconnoissance  of  their  position,  which 
duty  was  assigned  to  Major  Rue,  his  men  being 
familiar  with  tibe  locality  in  which  they  were  s&il 
to  be  camped.  I  ordered  the  remaining  force  to 
form  in  line  of  battle,  with  the  artillery  in  posi- 
tion, and  each  section  supported  by  a  select  com- 
pany of  riflemen  from  the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth 
Kentucky.  In  this  position  they  were  require 
to  bivouac  on  their  arms  and  yvithout  fires. 

Near  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  first  la- 
stant,  the  reconnoitring  party  returned  with  the 
report  that  the  rebels  had  left  camp.     I  immedi- 
ately ordered  the  column  to  be  in  readiness  to 
move,  and  the  march  was  resumed  in  the  order 
of  the  previous  night,  except  the  transportation, 
which  was  turned  over  to  the  Thirty-fourth  bri- 
gade, the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth  Kentucky  march- 
ing.    On  arriving  at  the  summit  of  Muldrow's 
Hill,  I  learned  that  the  enemy's  rear-guard  hid 
passed  about  twelve  o'clock  the  night  previoos. 
From  citizens  I  learned  that  they  had  passed  up 
the  old  Dug  road  which  intersects  the  Campbell^ 
ville  road  on  the  summit  of  Muldrow's  HilL    We 
now  forwarded  with  all  possible  celerity,  in  the 
hope  that  we  might  come  upon  them  at  Camjv- 
bellsville,  or  at  all  events  be  in  supporting  dis- 
tance should  Colonel  Wolford's  or  any  other  force 
attack  them  in  front  or  on  the  flank.     Our  car- 
airy  was  much  worn  down  by  scouting  both  tt 
Lebanon  and  on  the  border.     They  were  aL»  m 
bad  condition  to  attack  a  superior  force,  inasmu^ 
as  they  were  poorly  armed,  the  Sixth  Kentucky 
having  no  arms  but  pistols  and  sabres.    Not- 
withstanding they  were  thus  poorly  armed,  tbej 
manifested  a  disposition  to  press  forward,  wbx^ 
they  were  allowed  to  do  with  as  much  speed  is  I 
deemed  consistent  with  prudence,  I  endeavonog 
to  keep  the  infimtry  within  quick  supporting  di*> 
tance.     On  arriving  within  two  miles  of  Cunp- 
bellsviUe  I  was  informed  by  dtizens  and  paroled 
soldiers  that  the  rebel  rear-guard  was  still  at  thit 
place  engaged  in  destroying  commissary  goods 
abandon^  by  the  Thirty-fourth  brigade,    lb* 
column  being  well  closed  up,  I  ordered  the  ci^ 
airy  to  charge  upon  the  town,  which  they  did  in 
handsome  style,  resulting,  however,  in  the  cafh 
ture  of  but  a  few  prisoners,  the  main  force  hav- 
ing left  some  five  hours  previous.     Knowing  thai 
a  considerable  quantity  of  forage  had  be«n  col- 
lected at  Green  River  bridge,  and  belicTing  tbk 
the  enemy  would  halt  there  to  feed  and  ^e^t  las 
stock,  I  ordered  Majors  Qratz  and  Rue,  with  om 
section  of  artillery,  to  press  forward,  hoping  10 
prevent,  by  rapid  pursuit,  the  destractickn  of  fo^ 
age  and  bridge ;  also  directing  the  sheUing  of 
their  rear  at  every  available  point,  with  the  fur- 
ther view  of  attracting  the  attention  of  any  fi«t» 
that  might  be  to  our  right,  and  thus  defining  ta 
them  the  route  pursued  by  us.     At  two  o*c!ock 
our  advance  came  in  sight  of  the  ruins  of  Gr>:«a 
River  bridge,  when,  believing  that  farther  pursuft 
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TAS  cut  off,  the  section  of  the  hattery  was  placed 
in  position  and  opened  fire,  not  so  much  with  a 
view  of  damaging  the  enemy  as  signal-guns  to 
m  force  whic^  might  he  in  reach  of  Columhia, 
trusting  to  thus  give  them  a  cue  to  the  route  pur- 
eed by  the  rebels.     I  ordered  the  troops  to  go 
immediately  into  camp,  feed  stock,  and  make  de- 
tills  for  cooking,  while  the  men  could  get  that 
rest  they  so  much  needed  after  the  forty-eight 
iiours*  heavy  duty  they  had  undergone.     I  also 
ordered  the  company  of  pioneers  attached  to  the 
Thirty -fourth  brigade  to  be  immediately  set  to 
work  in  clearing  the  obstructions  from  a  dirt  road 
that  crossed  the  river  but  a  few  hundred  yards 
beji)w  the  bridge.     In  the  mean  time  the  whole 
eolumn  closed  up,  the  Twelfth  and  Sixteenth 
Kentucky  having  marched  twenty-two  miles  in 
seven  consecutive  hours.     I  had  not  yet  aban- 
doDed  the  hope  of  overtaking  the  enemy  at  Cum- 
berl4ad  River.     I  also  learned  that  Colonel  Wol- 
ibrd  was  certainly  at  Grecnsburgh  in  command 
(j(  four  regiments  of  cavalry.     I  immediately  des- 
patched to  him,  notifying  him  of  our  pursuit,  and 
^Q^gesting  that  he  should  press  on  to  Columbia — 
ia  the  event  that  he  should  find  Morgan  in  camp 
it  the  latter  place  to  quietly  await  our  arrival, 
rluch  would  be  some  time  during  the  night     By 
tea  o'clock  p.m.,  of  the  first  instant,  the  obstruc- 
tions in  the  road  were  removed.     I  then  directed 
tliat  the  whole  cavalry  force  under  my  command 
sbould  move  forward,  accompanied  by  one  section 
of  the  battery,  with  instructions  to  Colonel  Boyle 
that  if  he  should  find  Morgan  in  camp  at  Colum- 
bia not  to  disturb  him,  unless  he  should  attempt 
to  move  oSf  until  he  was  supported  by  my  infan- 
try or  Colonel  Wolford's  cavalry.     Following  im- 
aiediately  in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry  was  the  re- 
taainder  of  the  force  under  my  command.     As 
iDon  as  I  saw  the  principal  part  of  the  Thirty- 
fourth  brigade  across  the  river  I  pressed  forward 
to  the  fit>nt,  and  to  my  surprise  found  the  whole 
tthimn  halted  at  six  oVlock  a.m.,  six  miles  from 
the  bridge  which  thev  had  left  at  eleven  oVlock 
the  previous  night    The  apology  for  such  a  direct 
violation  of  orders  by  the  cavalry  was  that  a  citi- 
len  had  told  them  that  Morgan  had  left  Columbia 
It  eight  o'clock  the  previous  night,  and  that  their 
kiTBes  were  worn  down.    The  infantry  and  artil- 
Irt  were  moved  forward  and  reached  Columbia 
tboat  noon  on  the  second  instant,  when,  learning 
tiiat  the  Cumberland  was  certainly  fordable,  I 
ibandoned  the  pursuit  and  ordered  my  men  into 
amp.     Soon  after  going  into  camp  General  Fry 
ttrired  and  assumed  command  of  all  the  troops 
&  the  vicinity  of  Columbia,  and  ordered  the  pur- 
Ndt  to  be  resumed,  which  order  was  counter- 
iBanded  at  a  point  three  miles  beyond  Columbia. 
The  result  of  these  operations  was  the  capture  of 
^ut  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  a  number 
^  horses  and  trappings,  some  arms,  two  caissons, 
^  a  qoanti^  of  ammunition  for  artillery  and 
K&all  arms.  *  It  is  also  reported  by  a  citizen  that 
^e  of  oinr  shells  exploded  among  the  rebel  rear- 
^tiard  at  Green  River  and  killed  three  of  theur 
'^mnber.     I  r^ret  that  there  could  not  be  more 
^certed  action  between  Colonel  Harlan  and  my- 


self, for,  had  he  pressed  upon  and  followed  Mor- 
gan to  Springfield,  I  could  have  attacked  him  in 
front  while  he  engaged  his  rear,  or  we  could  have 
attacked  him  unitedly.  I  also  regret  that  the 
reenforcements  from  Danville  never  reacKed  me. 
My  determination  was  to  attack  Morgan  at  Spring- 
field had  they  come  up. 

To  Colonel  Reid,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
his  brigade,  I  take  pleasure  in  expressing  my 
thanks  for  the  promptness  and  alacrity  with 
which  they  executed  orders  confided  to  them. 
It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  aggregate 
force  of  this  brigade  did  not  exceed  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  men,  and  my  whole  effective 
force  did  not  exceed  three  thousand  three  hun- 
dred men. 

To  Captain  IfiUer,  of  company  M,  First  Illinois 
battery,  thanks  are  due  for  his  efficient  services 
as  an  artillery  officer.  My  thanks  are  due  to 
Colonel  Craddock  for  his  energy  and  valuable 
suggestions,  as  well  as  to  all  the  officers  on  the 
expedition ;  but,  above  all,  the  gallant  soldiers 
composing  the  command  deserve  especial  notice 
for  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  endured 
the  privations  to  which  they  were  necessarily 
subjected,  and  the  alacrity  with  which  they 
obeyed  all  orders.  To  my  aids.  Captain  Let- 
cher, of  the  Twelfth,  Captain  Help,  of  the  Tenth, 
Lieutenant  Mannen,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Lieutenant  Nell,  of  the  First  Kentucky  bat- 
tery, my  thanks  are  due  for  the  efficient  manner 
in  whicn  they  discharged  their  duties.  Captain 
Gaubert,  Post-Quartermaster,  displayed  great 
enei*gy  and  efficiency  in  getting  up  on  short  no- 
tice transportation  and  rations  for  the  expedition. 
And  while  it  may  seem  invidious  to  make  dis- 
tinctions where  all  deserve  commendation,  yet 
especial  thanks  are  due  to  Lieut -CoL  Gantt  and 
Major  Harbeson,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky, 
Majors  Farris,  Rue,  and  Fidler,  of  the  cavalry, 
and  Dr.  S.  M.  Cartmell,  Medical  Director  of  the 
Expedition ;  nor  should  I  forget  Captains  John  S. 
and  Carr  B.  White,  of  the  Sixteenth  Kentucky, 
and  Lieutenant  Crozier,  of  the  Twelfth,  who, 
with  their  companies,  supported  sections  of  bat- 
tery, and  were  always  in  place  and  ready  for 
duty.  I  ought  perhaps  to  state  that  I  labored 
under  great  disadvantage  from  the  fact  that  I 
could  get  no  definite  information  of  Morgan's 
force.  I  had  been  officially  notified  that  Morean, 
at  the  time  of  his  attack  on  Elizabethtown,  had 
less  than  three  thousand  men,  and  certainly  but 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  I  had  also  been  officially 
notified  that  simultaneously  vrith  his  attack  on 
that  place,  an  attack  was  made  on  Munfordville, 
supposed  to  be  led  by  Kirby  Smith,  whose  force 
was  unknown.  When  I  learned  that  the  force 
advancing  on  Lebanon  certainly  had  ten  pieces 
of  artillery,  I  inferred  that  a  junction  of  the  two 
forces  had  been  effected — the  whole  force  being 
reported  by  citizens  and  scouts  at  eleven  thou- 
sand. 

Very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  HosKurs, 

Oblooel  Oommandliig  BxpediUoD. 
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Doc.  63. 
PROCLAMATION  BY  GOV.   LETCHER. 

BT  THE  OOYSRNUR  Or  TIROINIA. 
A  PROCLAMATION. 

Haying  reason  to  believe  that  the  yolunteers 
from  this  State  in  the  army  are  not  provided  with 
the  necessary  supply  of  shirts,  drawers,  shoes, 
stockings,  and  gloves,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
appeal  to  the  good  people  of  the  Commonwealth 
to  furnish  such  of  these  articles  as  they  may  be 
able  to  spare  for  the  use  of  our  troops.  The  heav- 
ier articles  of  clothing  will,  no  doubt,  be  provided 
by  the  confederate  government 

Few  of  us,  while  seated  around  our  own  fires 
in  winter,  well  supplied  with  comfortable  clothing, 
can  realize  the  situation  of  those  who  are  exposed 
to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  without  suffi- 
cient covering,  without  change  of  apparel,  or  with 
tattered  and  unclean  under-clothing. 

The  inability  in  an  army  to  procure  necessary 
washing,  makes  it  imperative  that  they  should  be 
furnished  with  a  larger  supply  of  clothing.  The 
loss  of  clothing,  which  is  inevitable  to  those  who 
are  making  long  and  hurried  marches,  renders  it 
proper  that  they  should  be  supplied  more  fre- 
quently than  the  army  regulations  allow.  The 
articles  of  shoes  and  stockings  are  most  needed, 
because  the  wear  and  tear  upon  them  from  fre- 
quent and  rough  usage  is  incessant  Shoes  espe- 
cially have  become  so  exorbitantly  high  that  the 
pay  of  the  soldier  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  him 
to  procure  them.  From  such  causes,  and  from 
inattention  on  the  part  of  subordinate  officers,  the 
men  are  too  frequently  unprovided  with  these  in- 
dispensable requisites.  Who  can  see  the  soldiers 
of  Virginia  marchiog  with  naked  feet,  in  weather 
such  as  we  have  lately  experienced,  without  feel- 
ing  his  cheek  flushing  with  sensations  of  shame 
and  mortification  ?  Who  can  contemplate  the 
prospect  for  the  soldiers  in  the  future,  as  winter 
advances,  while  the  slaves  on  our  farms  and  in 
our  streets  are  comfortably  clad,  without  emotions 
calculated  to  open  his  purse  and  his  heart  to  rem- 
edy the  evil  ? 

The  man  who,  amid  rain  and  snow,  is  compelled, 
in  mud  up  to  his  knees,  to  put  his  shoulder  to  a 
cannon-wheel  when  stalled,  and  drag  it  out  by 
his  bodily  exertion,  will  properly  enjoy  the  com- 
fort of  a  clean  and  dry  pair  of  stockings  when  he 
returns  to  his  tent  The  man  who  has  been  stand- 
ing on  guard  on  a  stormy  night,  until  thoroughly 
drenched,  can  comprehend  the  pleasure  of  a  dry 
and  clean  shirt,  and  a  comfortable  pair  of  flannel 
or  cotton  drawers.  The  man  who,  in  bitter  cold 
weather,  with  fingers  nearly  frosted,  has  to  clench 
a  frozen  musket  or  rifle-barrel,  will  appreciate  the 
kindness  of  one  who  will  furnish  him  with  a  pair 
of  woollen  gloves.  He  will  feel  that  he  is  not  for- 
gotten by  his  country,  and  his  heart  will  overflow 
as  he  silently  vows  to  peril  his  life  in  defence  of 
her  honor  and  for  her  glory. 

I  feel  confident  it  will  be  enough  for  me  to  state 
the  necessity  Uiat  exists  to  insure  a  supply  of  the 
article  named. 


Let  the  people  in  each  county  and  corporation 
in  the  State  set  to  work  immediately  to  procure 
whatever  may  be  necessary  for  the  soldiers  from 
their  immediate  neighborhoods.  Let  them  ap- 
point a  trusted  agent  to  collect  the  articles  that 
may  be  contributed,  to  carry  them  in  person  to 
the  encampments,  and  to  see  to  their  proper  dis- 
tribution. These  contributions  will  cheer  and 
comfort  thousands,  and  call  down  the  blessings  of 
heaven  upon  yourselves  and  fiunilies. 

The  unusually  early  appearance  of  winter  in- 
duces me  to  mike  the  appeal  now,  and  admon- 
ishes me  to  urge  upon  jrou  to  expedite  your  offer- 
ings. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Ridimond,  and 
under  the  seal  of  the  Commonwealth,  tbi^ 
[L.S.]  thirteenth  day  of  November,  1862,  and  in 
the  eighty-seventh  year  of  the  Common- 
wealth. John  Letcheb. 
By  the  Governor : 

Geo,  W.  Mukford, 

Secretary  of  the  CommonirealtlL 


Doa  64. 


OPERATIONS  AT  FREDERICKSBURGH,  VX 

SUBRENDER  OF   THE  OtTT  DEMANDED. 

HaiJ>QCA,itTn8  Amxt  ow  ths  Potdiuc.  { 
Pridaj,  November  21—11  p.m.    »* 

Gen.  Patrick,  Provost-Marshal  General  of  the 
army,  this  morning  crossed  the  river  to  Freder- 
icksburgh,  under  a  flag  of  truce,  conveying  to  th« 
rebel  authorities  of  that  city  the  following  letter, 
demanding  its  surrender : 

HXADQCARTSaS  ABXT  09  TUV  PoTOWAC  f 

NoTember  il.    i 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Couneii  of  Fn^^- 

erichshurgh : 

Gextlemkn  :  Under  cover  of  the  houses  of  ywff 
city,  shots  have  been  fired  at  the  troops  of  mr 
command.  Your  mills  and  manufactories  are  fur- 
nishing provisions  and  the  materials  for  dotbio^ 
for  armed  bodies  in  rebellion  against  the  GoTern- 
ment  of  the  United  States.  Your  railroads  tnd 
other  means  of  transportation  are  removing  sup- 
plies to  the  d6p6ts  of  such  troops.  This  condideo 
of  things  must  terminate,  and  by  direction  of  G^ 
Bumside,  I  accordingly  demand  the  surrender  K 
the  city  into  my  hands,  as  the  representatiTe  of 
the  United  States,  at  or  before  five  o^dock  th^ 
afternoon.  Failing  an  affirmatiye  reply  to  (to^ 
demand,  by  the  hour  indicated,  sixteen  hours  will 
be  permitted  to  elapse  for  the  removal  from  the 
city  of  women  and  children,  the  sick  and  woosd- 
ed  and  aged,  eta,  which  period  having  expire!  I 
shall  proceed  to  shell  the  town.  Upon  obt^nin: 
possession  of  the  city,  every  necessary  mean^  wSl 
be  taken  to  preserve  order  and  secure  the  pp^t^*- 
tive  operation  of  the  laws  and  policy  of  the  Uni'ri 
States  Government 

I  am  very  respectfully  your  obedient  scmrt, 

E.  V.  SCMNIR, 
Brevet  liiJor-Oen.  U.S.A.i  OomminUng  Right  Gnnd  DU>  « 

On  his  arrival  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
Gen.  Patrick  was  conveyed  to  the  guard-hou^e  I 
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the  mflitarTf  where  he  was  detained  until  the  re- 
ply was  rndj.  In  the  mean  time  his  communi- 
ation  was  conveyed  to  Gen.  Longstreet^  whose 
tniops  were  encamped  a  short  distance  outside  of 
the  dty.    The  following  is  the  reply  of  the  Mayor : 

November  21, 1602.      f 

Bmet  Major- General  E,  V,  Sumner^  Command- 
ing U.S.  A. 

SiB :  I  have  received  at  twenty  minutes  before 

five  o'clock  this  afternoon,  your  communication 

of  this  date,  in  which  you  state  that  under  cover 

cf  the  houses  of  this  town,  shots  have  been  fired 

'j{;>fin  the  troops  of  your  command ;  that  our  mills 

and  manu&ctories  are  furnishing  provisions  and 

the  materials  for  clothing  for  armed  bodies  in  re- 

kllioD  against  the  Government  of  the  United 

^'•^tes;  that  our  railroads  and  other  means  of 

tnn>portation  are  removing  supplies  to  the  d6p6ts 

vf  such  troops ;  that  this  condition  of  things  must 

terminate ;  that  by  command  of  Major-Gen.  Burn- 

Jide,  Tou  demand  the  surrender  of  this  town  into 

j'ur  hands  as  the  representative  of  the  Govem- 

ffieni  of  the  United  States,  at  or  before  five  o'clock 

this  afternoon ;  that  failing  an  affirmative  reply  to 

thL<;  demand  by  the  time  indicated,  sixteen  hours 

'rilJ  be  permitted  to  elapse  for  the  removal  from 

the  town  of  women  and  children,  the  sick  and 

woanded,  and  aged,  which  period  having  elapsed, 

K'U  vill  proceed  to  shell  the  town. 

In  reply,  I  have  to  say,  that  this  communication 
(lii  not  reach  me  in  time  to  convene  the  council 
("T  its  consideration  and  furnish  a  reply  by  the 
k'ur  indicated,  five  p.  m .  It  was  sent  to  me  through 
t^^-e  hands  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  army 
<f  the  confederate  States,  near  this  town,  to  whom 
It  ins  first  delivered  by  consent  of  Gen.  Patrick, 
rho  broi^ht  it  from  you,  as  I  am  informed,  and 
1  am  authorized  by  the  commander  of  the  confed- 
erate army  to  say  that  there  was  no  delay  in  pass- 
uig  it  through  his  hands  to  me. 

In  regard  to  the  matter  complained  of  by  you, 
the  firing  of  shots  upon  your  troops  occurred  upon 
the  normem  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  was  the 
>ct  of  the  military  officer  commanding  the  confed- 
erate forces  near  here,  for  which  matter  neither 
tht  citizens  nor  the  civil  authorities  of  this  town 
sre  responsible.  In  regard  to  the  other  matters 
cf  complaint,  I  am  authorized  by  the  latter  officer 
to  state  that  the  condition  of  things  therein  com- 
plained of  shall  no  longer  exist ;  that  your  troops 
^11  not  be  fired  on  from  this  town ;  that  the 
tDiHs  and  manufactories  here  will  not  furnish  any 
funher  sapplies,  provisions,  or  material  for  cloth- 
ing for  the  confederate  troops  ;  nor  will  the  rail- 
Jwda  or  other  means  of  transportation  here  con- 
vey supplies  from  the  town  to  the  dep6t  of  said 
^^ps  outside  of  the  town.  The  civil  authorities 
''f  Fredericksburgh  have  no  control ;  but  I  am  as- 
^irtd  by  the  military  authorities  of  the  confedcr- 
ati  irmy  near  here  that  nothing  will  be  done  by 
t^'.*m  to  infringe  the  conditions  herein  named  as 
t|>  matters  within  the  town ;  but  the  latter  au- 
tiiohties  inform  us  that  while  their  troops  will  not 
^'<»jpj  the  town,  they  will  not  permit  yourself  to 
do  so. 


You  must  be  aware  that  there  will  not  be  more 
than  three  or  four  hours  of  daylight  within  the 
sixteen  hours  given  by  you  for  the  removal  of 
the  sick  and  wounded,  the  women  and  children, 
and  the  aged  and  infirm  from  this  place ;  and  I 
have  to  inform  you  that  while  there  is  no  rail- 
road transportation  accessible  to  the  town,  because 
of  the  interruption  thereof  by  your  batteries,  all 
other  means  of  transportation  within  the  town 
are  so  limited  as  to  render  the  removal  of  the 
classes  of  persons  spoken  of  within  the  time  in- 
dicated an  utter  impossibility.  I  have  convened 
the  council,  which  will  remain  in  session  await- 
ing any  further  communication  you  may  have  to 
make. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  Slauohtbr, 

Mayor.* 

The  following  are  the  concluding  letters  of  the 
correspondence  between  Gen.  Sumner  and  the 
authorities  of  Fredericksburgh,  which  show  why 
the  threat  to  shell  the  city  was  not  executed. 
The  following  is  Gen.  Sumner*s  reply  to  the 
Mayor's  letter  refusing  to  surrender  the  town : 

Hkadquartsrs  Riobt  Graitd  Divmioir,  ) 
Gamp  hkar  Falmodtb,  Novembet  21, 1842.     f 

To  the  Mayor  and  Common  Couneil,  Frederick' 

hurghy  Va. : 

Your  letter  of  this  afternoon  is  at  hand,  and  in 
consideration  of  your  pledge  that  the  acts  com- 
plained of  shall  cease,  and  that  your  town  shall 
not  be  occupied  by  any  of  the  enemy's  forces, 
and  your  assertions  that  a  lack  of  transportation 
renders  it  impossible  to  move  the  women,  child- 
ren, sick,  wounded  and  aged,  I  am  authorized  to 
say  to  you  that  our  batteries  will  not  open  upon 
the  town  at  the  hour  designated. 

Gen.  Patrick  will  meet  a  committee  of  repre- 
sentatives from  your  town  to-morrow  morning  at 
nine  o*clock,  at  the  Lacey  House. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  Sumner, 

Brevet  Mi^or^Gen.  Commanding  Dtyision. 

An  interview  having  thus  been  invited  at  nine 
A.M.,  Mavor  Slaughter,  Dr.  J.  G.  Wallace,  J.  L. 
Marye,  Jr.,  W.  A.  Little,  and  W.  S.  Scott,  on  the 
part  of  the  citizens,  and  Gen.  Kershaw  on  behalf 
of  the  military,  proceeded  at  the  hour  named,  to 
the  opposite  shore,  but  were  not  received,  as  the 
following  note  will  explain.  It  will  also  be  seen 
that  an  apology  was  made  for  firing  on  the  train 
which  left,  carrying  out  the  departing  citizens. 

HSADQCAKTmS  RlORT  OrAVD  DlTIKrOSr,   VCAR  ) 

Falmodtb,  Va.,  Not.  82,  iso^     f 

To  the  Mayor  of  Fredericiehurghj  Va,  : 

The  invitation  given  you  in  my  letter  of  last 
night  was  in  these  words : 

Gen.  Patrick  will  meet  a  committee  or  repre- 
sentatives  from  your  town  to-morrow  morning,  at 
nine  oVlock,  at  the  Lacey  House. 

The  invitation  was  intended  only  for  the  civil 
authorities  at  Fredericksburgh,  but  i  have  no  ob- 
jection to  the  committee  being  accompanied  by 
one  or  two  military  persons.     If  you  wish  to 

*  See  yugt  79  Docs.  ante. 
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meet  Gen.  Patrick,  he  will  be  at  the  Lacej  Hoase, 
at  two  o^ clock  to  day.  The  firing  upon  the  train 
this  morning  was  through  mistake,  and  contrary 
to  orders.  I  should  much  regret  to  learn  that 
any  departing  families  had  been  injured. 
Very  respectfully,  E.  V,  Sumner, 

Brevet  M^or-General  U.S.A. 

At  two  o^clock,  pursuant  to  invitation,  the 
afore-mentioned  committee,  accompanied  by  Gen. 
Kershaw,  proceeded  across  the  river.  After  an 
interview  of  half  an  hour^s  length  the  committee 
returned  with  word  that  a  final  answer  might  be 
expected  from  Gen.  Sumner  during  the  evening. 
About  six  P.M.  the  following  note  was  received 
from  General  Sumner : 

HSADQUABTKBA  RiOBT  OrAVD  DiVIStOIl,  ) 

November  29.     ) 

To  ths  Mayor  and  Common  Couneil^  Fredericks- 
hurg\  Va, : 

I  am  authorized  to  say  that  so  long  as  no  hos- 
tile demonstration  is  made  from  the  town,  it  will 
not  be  shelled.  I  have  also  to  say  that  there 
will  be  DO  more  firing  upon  the  cars  before  eleven 
o^clock  A.M.  to-morrow. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  V.  Sumner, 

Brevet  Major-Genend  U.S.  A.,  Commanding. 


Doc.  55. 


ADVANCE  ON  HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

Camp  skak  WA-mroRD,  Miaa, ) 
November  80, 1862.     f 

Day  before  yesterday  morning  we  took  up  our 
line  of  march  from  Davis^s  Mills  to  Holly  Springs. 
The  weather,  which  up  to  the  time  of.our  depart- 
ure had  been  clear  and  sunny,  suddenly  turned 
cold  and  lowering  on  Friday  morning,  and  a  pierc- 
ing wind  blew  all  of  our  first  day's  march.  To- 
ward noon  on  Friday  we  passed  the  place  where 
Lee's  cavalry  had  so  successful  a  skirmish  with 
the  enemy  a  week  or  so  ago.  The  only  relics  of 
the  fight  were  two  or  three  dead  horses  lying  by 
the  roadside,  and  the  remnants  of  several  broken 
saddles. 

But  these  evidences  of  war  are  not  peculiar  to 
that  spot  alone.  Along  the  whole  line  of  the  road 
from  La  Grange  to  this  place,  the  fences  are  open- 
ed for  cavalry  charges,  and  dead  horses  are  to  be 
seen  in  hundreds  of  places.  Indeed,  there  is  not 
a  mile  of  the  road  between  this  place  and  La 
Grange  which  has  not  been  the  scene  of  some 
skirmish  or  chase  within  the  last  three  weeks. 
Every  house  along  the  road  is  empty,  and  with 
their  shattered  doors  and  windows  standing  open, 
present  a  woful  picture  of  the  desolation  that  fol- 
lows in  the  track  of  war. 

About  ten  o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  (twen- 
t3^ninth,)  the  advance  of  the  Federal  army  passed 
through  Holly  Springs.  No  halt  was  made  there, 
but  iJl  day  Saturday,  and  all  the  fore-part  of  to-day, 
regiment  after  regiment,  division  close  on  the  heels 
of  division,  yesterday  General  Hamilton's  column, 
and  to-day  General  McPherson^s,  until  the  citizens 


began  to  think  the  entire  North  was  emptying 
itself  through  their  streets. 

I  entered  the  town  with  Gen.  Ross's  division, 
or  rather  in  advance  of  it,  with  two  of  the  Gen* 
eral's  staff,  whom  he  sent  ahead.  The  main  road 
was  so  thronged  with  columns  of  infantry,  cav- 
alry, and  artillery  that  it  was  almost  impossible  to 
force  our  horses  past  the  dense  masses  that  poured 
like  a  living  avalanche  along  the  main  road.  So 
we  took  to  the  fields  and  across  the  country.  AVc 
entered  the  town  by  its  eastern  suburb,  and  in 
that  quarter  found  it  almost  deserted  by  citizens. 
The  dark  masses  of  Mc  Arthur's  division  were  just 
swarming  out  of  the  south  side  of  the  town  as  the 
head  of  Ross's  entered  the  north. 

Holly  Springs  is  the  handsomest  place  we  baTc 
seen  yet  on  our  southward  march.  It  is  beaati- 
fully  laid  out,  with  wide  streets,  planted  on  each 
side  with  rows  of  shade-trees.  Many  of  the  r&a- 
dences  are  large  and  tastefully  built  It  has  half 
a  dozen  churches,  one  of  which,  the  Episcopal 
Church,  is  a  little  architectural  gem. 

The  town  once  had  six  or  seven  thousand  in- 
habitants, but  now  has  probably  not  more  thin 
one  third  of  that  number.  Every  store  was  of 
course  closed ;  some  of  the  merchants,  who  had 
any  stock  left,  carried  it  out  of  town  as  soon  as 
they  heard  of  the  approach  of  the  army.  One 
man  who  had  had  large  contracts  for  supplying 
the  rebel  army,  had  moved  his  stock  to  the  woods 
a  few  miles  south  of  town,  where  the  goods  w^v 
discovered  secreted.  The  troops  who  disoorcrvd 
it  supplied  themselves  well  from  a  large  stock  tf 
tobacco  which  he  had  brought  to  Holly  Springs 
to  supply  the  rebel  army. 

I  was  informed  on  good  authority  that  a  Ur;e 
stock  of  clothing  which  was  disoorered  in  one 
store  in  the  town,  was  a  branch  of  the  house  of 
Scligman  &  Brother,  of  St  Louis.  The  goods 
were  here  to  be  sold  to  the  rebels,  and  i(  as  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  the  goods  belong  to 
Seligman  &  Brother,  that  firm  has  been  actii^ 
traitorously  to  the  Government  which  is  protect* 
ing  them  in  selling  military  ^ods  to  the  UnioB 
army  at  Memphis,  and  at  vanous  other  militBry 
points  where  the  army  is  stationed.  Messrs.  Selis:- 
man  &  Brother  have  one  branch  too  many  to  bej 
loyal  men. 

We  only  remained  in  the  town  about  an  hoax; 
and  were  then  obliged  to  huny  out  to  overtake  I 
the  division,  which  scarcely  paused  in  its  passage! 
through.  Just  outside  of  the  town,  on  the  weit»[ 
we  found  two  fine  vineyards,  and  procuzed  frani 
the  proprietor  of  one  of  them  some  splendid  Ca-i] 
tawba  wine. 

Last  evening,  just  before  dark,  we  marchvdsl 
down  a  narrow  gorge  into  a  deep  basin  about  a.[ 
mile  in  width  and  perhaps  two  miles  in  len^h.J 
On  every  side  it  is  surrounded  with  bold  blui 
inaccessibly  steep. 

From  the  centre  of  this  valley  or  basin  whcretl 
**  Dunkin's  Mills  *'  stand,  one  looks  up  at  an  aitc^j 
of  forty-five  degrees  to  the  summit  of  the  hill' 
that  encircle  it  on  every  side.     Out  <^  these  hHU] 
gush  hundreds  of  springs,  and  in  the  bottom 
the  valley  are  half  a  dozen  small  lakes,  some  oi 
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them  formed  by  the  dams  built  to  obtain  a  head 
of  water  to  ron  the  mills.  When  we  mored  in, 
Quimby's  division  had  passed  through,  ascended 
one  of  the  zigzag  roads,  and  were  encamped  on 
the  eastern  bill  summits,  McArthur's  on  the 
south  side  of  the  valley.  General  Ross's  corn- 
mind  soon  commenced  winding  its  way  serpent* 
like  up  the  hills,  and  birouacked  on  the  north 
s^ide  of  the  basin,  so  that  the  three  divisions  of 
^len.  Hamilton's  column  surrounded  the  valley. 
Xo  more  picturesque  scene  could  be  imagined 
than  that  of  yesterday  evening — ^the  little  lakes, 
deep  set  like  mirrors  in  the  bosom  of  the  hills, 
the  thousands  of  soldiers  filling  their  canteens, 
the  thousands  of  horses  led  down  to  drink  and 
gashing  in  the  margin  of  the  water,  the  smoke 
of  the  innamerable  camp-fires  on  the  hill-tops, 
the  whole  drawn  on  a  background  of  a  few  long 
stretks  of  fiery  cloud  that  the  sun  left  as  he  went 
down,  formed  a  picture  that  few  who  saw  it  will 
for»et 

Just  before  we  came  to  the  camping  ground 
te^terday  evening,  we  passed  the  spot  on  the 
r^4d  where  Colonel  Lee,  who  is  in  the  advance, 
bad  four  hours  previous  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
eaemr's  cavalry. 

l>u  one  side  of  the  road  was  the  newly  made 
pre  of  one  of  the  Seventh  Kansas  cavalry,  killed 
ia  the  fight;  and  on  the  other  side,  the  baggage 
af  the  artillerymen,  of  the  two  guns  of  the  Second 
hvi  battery  that  are  with  Lee,  was  thrown  just 
a^  they  threw  it  down  when  the  enemy  was  first 
»e«n.  The  rebels  soon  retreated  with  a  loss  of 
^:x  killed,  and  the  artillery  and  cavalry  were  far 
ahead  of  us  in  pursuit  During  the  evening,  un- 
til quite  dark,  we  could  occasionally  hear  the 
^t  report  of  their  guns  as  they  continued  to 
drrre  the  enemy  back  along  the  road  toward  the 
Tan»hatchie  River. 

Colonel  Lee,  with  his  brigade  of  cavalry  and 
t'fo  ten-pound  Parrott  guns,  was  far  in  the  ad- 
^nce  ever  since  we  left  HoUy  Springs,  and  his 
wvancewas  one  continued  skirmish  aiong  the 
"iwle  distance  from  Holly  Springs  to  where  he 
w'w  is,  within  two  miles  of  the  Tallahatchie. 

Jhe  country  through  which  the  road  runs  to 
\hi<  pltce  is  of  the  same  character  that  it  is  in 
l^cnnessee,  long,  undulating  swells  of  land,  dense- 
'J  wooded,  with  beech  and  oak.  From  the  sum- 
mit of  each  of  these  swells  of  land  the  rebels 
^H  stop  and  fire  their  one  piece  of  artillery, 
'i»e  only  one  they  had,)  without  much  effect 
^u^h,  as  they  only  killed  one  of  our  men  in  all 
their  yesterday's  finng. 

^hia  morning  fixing  was  heard  again  in  the 
^t,  and  as  we  had  learned  yestmlay,  while 
We  were  at  Holly  Springs,  that  Gen.  Sherman, 
with  the  anny  from  Memphis,  was  at  "  Ghula- 
noica,"  only  eight  miles  west  of  us,  we  were  at 
^r^  in  doubt  as  to  whether  he  had  not  reached 
^  Tallahatchie  and  was  attacking  the  enemy  at 
*;  yatt's  Ford,  which  is  five  miles  west  of  Abbey- 
nUe.  • 

This  afternoon,  however,  when  I  rode  down 
the  road  toward  the  Tallahatchie,  I  met  Lee's 
eavaby  coming  hack  to  camp  about  four  miles 


this  side  of  the  river.  One  of  their  two  guns  had 
been  disabled  by  having  the  axletree  shot  in  two, 
but  not  a  man  was  hurt.  The  Thirty-ninth  and 
Twenty-seventh  Ohio  regiments  of  infantry,  which 
had  been  sent  forward  in  the  forenoon,  were  also 
returning,  to  take  up  their  quarters  for  the  night 
at  the  same  place,  four  mil^s  this  side  of  the  ene- 
my's  lines. 

They  all  report  the  enemy  strongly  fortified 
on  the  Tallahatchie,  having  two  batteries  behind 
heavy  breastworks  on  the  north  side  of  the  river ; 
one  of  these,  a  battery  of  six  guns,  three  of  which 
are  twenty-four  pound  siege-guns,  is  just  at  the 
bridge  which  crosses  the  Tallahatchie.  On  the 
south  bank  of  the  river  they  have  three  small 
forts,  each  one  of  which  commands  both  the  rail- 
road and  the  wagon-road  bridges.  If  we  judge 
by  their  spirited  firing,  the  rebels  are  determined 
upon  making  a  stubborn  fight  at  the  Tallahatchie, 
but  let  them  fight  as  stubbornly  as  they  will, 
there  can  be  no  result  to  them  but  defeat — the 
armies  of  Sherman  and  Grant  wiU  overwhelm 
them. 

This  evening,  after  Colonel  Lee's  forces  and  the 
two  Ohio  regiments  had  withdrawn  to  camp,  some 
distant  firing  was  heard  in  the  south-west,  which 
must  have  been  Sherman  attacking  the  enemy  at 
Wyatt's  Ford.  The  sky  was  lowering  and  the 
air  was  thick  with  mist,  and  the  distant  dis- 
charges of  the  guns  do  not  come  to  us  in  sharp 
reports.  The  sound  is  like  rolls  of  distant,  mut- 
tering thunder,  premonitions  of  a  storm  that  will 
burst  against  the  rebel  fortifications  very  soon, 
perhaps  to-morrow.  If  the  attack  is  deferred 
longer  than  that,  it  is  my  humble  opinion  that 
the  enemy  wiU  not  wait  to  receive  it 

W.  L.  F. 
—Misaouri  Dtmoera$, 


Doc.  66. 


SECOND  MINNESOTA  VOLUNTEERS. 

REPORT    OF    CHAPLAIN    CRESST. 

To  Jame%  George^  Colonel  Commanding  Second 
Regiment  Minnesota  Volunteer  Infantry : 
Dear  Sir  :  Herewith  I  send  you  my  report  for 
the  time  included  between  August  first  and  De- 
cember first,  1862.  The  history  of  our  regiment 
for  these  four  months,  is  probably  more  varied 
by  stirring  events,  severe  toil,  great  endurance, 
unflinching  devotion  to  duty,  and  general  health 
and  vigor  of  nerve,  than  it  ever  has  been,  or  ever 
will  be,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  while  we  are 
in  the  service. 

This  period  commences  with  that  melancholy 
event,  the  cowardly  murder  by  guerrillas,  upon 
the  sixth  day  of  August,  of  our  much-beloved 
Brig. -General  Robert  L.  McCook.  As  a  military 
officer,  he  was  universally  and  deservedly  re- 
spected and  beloved  by  his  brigade;  and  by 
none  more  so  than  by  the  Second  MinnesotiL 
His  murder  cast  a  deep  gloom  over  this  regi- 
ment ;  and  his  death,  even  to  this  day,  is  referred 
to  among  us  only  with  deep  emotions  of  sorrow. 
We  shaU  ever  dierish  his  memory  with  chasten- 
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ed  and  hallowed  delight,  and  hand  his  name 
down  to  posterity  as  a  true  patriot  and  a  brave 
commander. 

After  spending  twelve  days  near  Dechard,  Ten- 
nessee, at  the  great  springs,  we  left  that  place, 
August  twentieth,  for  Pelham,  twelve  miles  east 
Here  we  bivouacked  ypon  a  dreary,  rocky  blu£f- 
side  for  six  days,  challenging  in  every  honorable 
way  the  rebel  Bn^  to  fight  us,  who  was,  with 
a  powerful  army  exceeding  ours  in  number,  pass- 
ing north  within  a  few  miles  east  of  us.  But  all 
to  no  purpose.  He  would  not  accept  the  chal- 
lenge. 

September  fourth  and  fifth  found  us  at  Mur- 
fireesboro,  where  our  train,  after  a  hazardous  trip 
from  Dechard,  rejoined  us,  and  we  were  again  in 
tents,  after  having  been  without  them  for  ten 
days. 

From  September  seventh  to  the  fourteenth,  we 
were  in  Nashville,  engaged  in  guarding  the  city, 
and  in  fatigue  duties  upon  the  extensive  fortifica- 
tions then  being  erected. 

On  Sabbath  afternoon,  September  fourteenth, 
by  the  approbation  of  Gen.  Stedman,  I  secured 
one  of  the  principal  churches  in  Nashville,  for 
the  special  use  of  our  brigade,  where  we  could 
have  preaching  every  Sabbath,  in  a  place  dedi- 
cated to  the  worship  of  God,  instead  of  being  ex- 
posed to  all  the  inconveniences  of  field-preaching. 
While  thus  dreaming,  in  common  with  the  whole 
regiment,  that  we  should  spend  many  months  in 
Nashville,  the  order  came  at  three  o^clock  p.k.  on 
that  day,  that  we  must  march  for  Louisville,  Ky., 
in  one  hour,  with  five  days*  rations  in  our  haver- 
sacks, leaving  our  tents  all  standing. 

This  order  came  like  a  thunderbolt  upon  us. 
But  such  a  folding  of  blankets,  filling  knapsacks 
and  haversacks,  saddling  horses  and  harnessing 
mules,  leaping  of  men  from  tent  to  tent,  and 
rushing  of  teams  to  and  fix>,  I  am  sure  are  sel- 
dom seen.  But  when  that  hour  had  passed,  all 
were  in  line  for  that  long  and  never-t<Abe-forgot- 
ten  march,  which  we  had  in  no  sense  anticipated 
at  the  beginning  of  that  hour. 

The  weather  was  warm,  the  roads  excessively 
dusty,  the  springs  were  low,  many  of  the  streams 
were  entirely  dried  up,  and  for  days  constantly 
marching  in  a  thick  cloud  of  dust,  nothing  but 
stagnant  water  in  sink-holes  could  be  obtained  to 
slake  our  thirst  At  the  same  time  we  had 
notliing  but  hard  bread  and  pork,  and  very  light 
rations  of  these,  without  coffee  or  sugar.  At 
Bowling  Green  we  drew  flour,  but  had  no  means 
of  baking  it  but  by  throwing  it  into  hot  ashes. 
But  all  tMs  was  endured  with  that  patriotic,  sol- 
dierly bearing  which  is  the  pride  of  our  American 
army. 

September  27^^.— In  thirteen  days  we  arrived 
at  Louisville.  When  actually  marching — ^for  we 
made  a  few  halts  for  a  part  or  all  of  a  day — we 
varied  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  per  day  in 
making  the  two  hundred  miles  from  one  city  to 
the  other. 

After  spending  three  days  in  Louisville,  in  re- 
ceiving rations,  clothing,  and  a  payment,  we  left 


that  city  as  we  came,  with  thousands  of  others  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy.  We  cannot  forbear  iiira> 
tioning  two  or  three  incidents,  which  occurrod  in 
that  pursuit,  that  are  especially  associated  with 
this  regiment,  here  of  a  similar  character  might 
have  occurred,  had  it  not  been  for  our  reserred 
position.  Our  division  was  the  reserve  of  our 
corps,  and  our  brigade  was  the  reserve  of  our 
division. 

Monday^  October  ^th. — ^Not   antidpating  tn 
attack,  we  left  our  camp  at  sunrise.    That  day 
our  regiment  will  not  soon  forget     Our  brigade 
led  the  division,  and  our  r^mcnt  the  bri^c 
Thus  we  were  thrown  on  that  day  in  front  of  all 
our  forces,  upon  that  route.    At  Springfield  wc 
were  unceremoniously  met  by  a  spirited  and  ra 
pid  cannonading  in  our  front,  while  round  &hot 
and  shell  were  dealt  out  to  us  more  bountifollj 
than  was  for  our  convenience.    At  five  difftfreni 
times  during  that  day,  upon  our  march,  we  were 
in  like  manner  fiercely  attacked,  and  at  each  time, 
though  the  enemy  had  a  chance  to  choose  their 
own  positions,  by  the  skilful  and  masteriy  more- 
ment  of  our  able  colonel,  and  the  spirited  and  un- 
daunted energy  of  our  men  in  skirmishing,  flank- 
ing and  charging,  the  rebels  were  driven  back 
each  time  by  our  regiment  alone.     In  one  of  tbek* 
skirmishes  we  left  eight  of  the  enemy  upon  the 
field.     How  many  of  them  fell  in  the  other  four 
we  have  no  means  of  knowing,  as  we  were  makii^t: 
a  rapid  march  and  clearing  the  track  for  the  thou- 
sands of  forces  coming  in  our  rear.     In  all  the>e 
running  fights  not  one  of  our  men  receivt'd  a 
wound,  though  some  of  us  had  narrow  escap^N 
especially  firom  the  bursting  shells. 

In  the  bloody  battle  of  Penyvillc,  October 
ninth,  on  account  of  our  reserved  position,  we 
were  not  ordered  up  until  late  in  the  afteniooiL 
A  part  of  McCook*s  corps,  after  a  fierce  resist- 
ance, were  filling  back  befbre  the  enuny.    Chir 
whole  brigade  were  brought  up  to  arrest  their 
progress,  and  that,  too,  under  a  terrific  fire  from 
their  artillery.     Our  battery — ^Loder's — one  <£ 
the  most  powerful  in  the  service,  replied  wi& 
such  skill  and  energy  that  soon  disabled  and 
silenced  the  strongest  battery  in  Bragg's  anny. 
But  while  this  murderous  duel  of  batteries  was 
raging,  our  brigade  was  exposed  to  their  cros 
fire,  and  the  bursting  of  the  shells  frr>m  each.    A 
hotter  and  more  dangerous  place  in  this  worid  j» 
man  has  a  right  to  anticipate  as  a  test  of  bis 
valor.    The  going  in  of  our  brigade  at  tluit  criti- 
cal moment  saved  that  portion  of  our  anny  there 
engaged  from  a  perfect  rout 

By  a  kind  Providence,  not  a  man  of  us  was  in 
the  least  degree  injured.  God*s  hand  8e«med  in 
a  wonderfiil  manner  to  protect  each  and  alL 

The  darkness  of  night  soon  put  an  end  to  this 
murderous  fray,  and  our  whole  brigade,  like  herds 
of  tigers  crouching  for  a  last  murderous  pounce 
upon  their  prey,  laid  down  upon  their  arms  in 
line  of  battle,  to  await,  as  they  supposed,  an  &p 
palling  strife  at  the  dawn  of  the  morning.  Biu 
when  that  morning  came  the  enemy  had  iled»  an«i 
we  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  take  our  breakfas^t 
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of  hard  bread,  pork,  and  coffee,  in  quiet  posses- 
aoD  of  the  field. 

In  a  few  days  after,  stung  with  disappointed 
faope  that  the  enemy,  who  should  have  been  ours, 
bad  escaped  from  our  grasp,  we  found  ourselyes 
retracing  our  weary  steps  to  Tennessee,  where  we 
DOT  are  watching  the  movements  of  our  subtle, 
trutoroos  foe. 

In  the  four  months  embraced  in  this  report  we 
bare  been  without  tents  sixty-six  days,  during 
vhich  has  occurred  the  severest  snow  storm  this 
ngiment  has  seen  the  past  year. 

Id  all  we  have  now  in  the  regiment, 709 

Total  present  for  duty, 656 

Total  upon  the  sick  list, *  66 

Absent  in  different  hospitals, 64 

Sick  in  camp, 12 

Amount  of  hospital  funds  on  hand, $69 

Total  number  of  miles  marched  from  Au- 
gust first  to  December  first, 642 

Total  number  of  miles  travelled  by  this  re- 
giment since  we  left  Fort  Snelling,  Oct 

fourteenth,  1861, 8166 

Total  number  of  deaths  in  the  same  time, .  69 

The  number  of  deaths  during  the  last  four 
ZBonths  has  been  unusually  small.  Companies 
A,  B,  C,  G,  H,  and  K  have  lost  none. 

In  company  D,  there  have  died,  Leonard  Town, 
Charles  T.  Watkins,  and  Charles  W.  Bartlett 

Id  company  E,  three  have  died :  Edward  Pasco, 
Benjamin  Roundvllle,  and  Warren  Spaulding. 

In  company  F,  there  have  been  two  deaths : 

Oiirer  N.  Keyes  and  Marquis  D.  Mitchell. 

In  company  I,  one  has  died :  De  Loss  Eustice. 

The  health  of  our  regiment  amidst  such  severe 

exposures  and  toil  calls  for  special  gratitude  to 

God. 

A3  we  have  literally  here  no  continuing  city  or 

ibiding-place,  and  much  of  the  time  have  been  in 

hourly  expectation  of  skirmishes  and  battle  with 

Ibe  enemy,  while  this  service  has  been  so  active, 

fiifl  of  toU,  fatigue,  and  anxiety,  and  when  a  few 

boors  have  been  spent  in  camp,  there  has  been 

ndi  a  demand  for  rest,  that  few  and  far  between 

have  been  the  opportunities  for  public  worship. 

Still  we  have  had  religious  services  occasionally 

during  the  last  four  months. 

We  have  such  a  vast  number  in  our  hospitals 
who  can  be  reached  by  religious  instruction  under 
highly  &vorabIe  circumstances,  while  the  services 
of  the  field  are  so  active,  leaving  no  time  upon 
the  Sabbath  as  upon  other  days,  for  any  thing 
but  strictly  military  duties,  it  is  a  serious  ques- 
tion whether  most  of  our  chaplains  should  not 
eonfine  much  or  all  of  their  time  to  the  afflicted 
in  hospitals  instead  of  remaining  in  the  field, 
vbm  their  opportunities  for  doing  good  are  by 
necessity,  exceedingly  small,  whatever  mi|y  be 
their  devotion  to  their  work. 

With  sentiments  of  high  regard,  I  remain,  dear 
ColoneL  your  humble  servant, 

T.  R.  Cresst, 

CbAplAln  Ulnncsote  Beoood  Begiment. 


Doc.  67. 
ACTION   NEAR  FRANKLIN,  VA. 

In  tbb  Fikld  or  Albbbt  Johhsoit,     } 
Two  MiLB  VKOM  Caksvcllx,  Va.,  December  2,  1802.  f 

Yestbrdat  afternoon,  a  force  of  three  thousand, 
including  one  section  of  Howard's  battery,  two 
sections  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  battery, 
the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavahy,  and  five  regi- 
ments of  in&ntry — ^the  Ohio  Sixty-second,  Illinois 
Thirty-ninth,  Pennsylvania  One  Hundred  and 
Third,  New-York  One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth, 
and  Massachusetts  Sixth — ^all  under  command  of 
CoL  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  left 
Suffolk,  with  two  days*  rations,  for  a  little  busi- 
ness excursion  toward  Franklin.  Indications  of 
rebel  forces  were  seen  during  the  dav  on  our 
side  of  the  Blackwater,  and  their  pickets  were 
chased  by  the  scouts  of  the  Eleventh.  Soon  after 
sunrise,  this  morning,  the  whole  force  reached 
Beaver  Dam  Church,  two  miles  beyond  Carsville, 
and  three  miles  short  of  Franklin,  when  the  vi- 
dettes  brought  in  the  exciting  news  that  a  squad 
of  our  pickets,  some  dozen  in  number,  had  boldly 
charged  on  a  large  rebel  force  of  cavalry  and  a 
battery,  at  a  point  a  mile  or  so  beyond,  toward 
Franklin.  These  tidings  raised  the  ardor  of  the 
Eleventh,  and  under  the  lead  of  CoL  Spear,  its 
commander,  and  Major  Stratton,  who  headed  the 
charge,  the  force,  consisting  of  companies  A,  B, 
G,  and  I,  made  a  most  dashing  and  brilliant 
charge  on  the  rebel  corps,  which  proved  to  be 
four  companies  of  the  Second  Georgia  regiment 
of  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  the  far-famed  rocket 
battery,  presented  to  Gen.  McClellan  in  Europe, 
and  captured  from  him  by  the  rebels.  As  soon 
as  our  force  made  its  appearance,  a  most  igno- 
minious skedaddle  ensued.  It  commenced  a  mile 
from  Franklin,  and  was  followed  by  the  dash  and 
abandon  that  have  made  **  Spear's  cavalry"  the 
crack  corps  of  Peck's  division,  until  the  force 
reached  the  fioating  bridge  at  Franklin,  and  the 
retreat  was  covered  by  the  batteries  across  the 
Blackwater.  The  boys  returned  fit>m  their  charge 
with  twenty  rebel  prisoners  from  the  rocket  bat- 
tery, and  tbe  Second  Georgia  cavalry,  Col.  Joel 
R.  Griffin,  thirty-five  guns,  seven  horses,  a  quan- 
tity of  accoutrements  and  equipments,  and,  best 
achievement  of  all,  two  of  twelve  pieces  of  the 
rocket  battery.  This  arm,  with  its  noisy  pro- 
jectile, full  of  sound  and  fuiy,  is  regarded  as  most 
formidable  by  the  cavalry,  as  it  introduces  great 
consternation  among  horses.  We  captured  cais- 
sons, two  guns,  and  a  quantity  of  rockets,  four 
large  horses,  and  all  the  men  who  worked  the 
guns.  Nearly  all  the  captured  prisoners  were 
wounded,  mostly  by  sabre-cuts,  some  of  which 
were  severe,  but  none  fatal. 

The  prisoners  were  a  sorry  set,  most  of  whom 
expressed  joy  at  being  captured,  and  at  the  pro- 
mise of  food,  and  exemption  from  a  forced  military 
service.  "  Butternut,"  and  the  coarsest  gray,  con- 
stituted their  clothing,  and  they  received  food, 
especially  coffee,  with  ravenous  appetites,  assur- 
ing us  that  only  ^^hard  tack" — ten  crackers  a 
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day — formed  their  regular  rations,  and  that  they 
were  the  victims  of  a  conscription,  from  which 
they  were  glad  to  escape  hy  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

Conversations  with  the  prisoners  inform  us 
that  there  are  ahout  three  thousand  troops  in 
and  near  Franklin,  and  that  they  are  strongly 
fortified  with  fifteen  pieces  of  artillery,  two  pieces 
of  which,  at  least,  are  very  large  siege-guns,  pro- 
cured since  the  recent  set-to  we  had  with  them, 
of  which  I  lately  advised  you.  These  forces  are 
all  under  the  command  of  General  Robinson  and 
General  French.  If  those  we  have  captured  are 
specimens  of  the  rest,  the  artillery  constitutes  all 
the  formidable  force  the  enemy  has.  The  cav- 
alry were  mounted  on  but  tolerable  horses,  with 
nflcs  and  fowling-pieces  that  can  only  be  loaded 
when  the  men  are  dismounted,  without  sabre  or 
pistol.  One  regiment  of  our  boys  would  be  good 
for  three  such. 

Col.  Spear,  with  characteristic  courage,  asked 
leave  to  follow  up  his  advanti^e,  feeling  sure  that 
he  could  wipe  out  Franklin  with  the  force  under 
his  command,  but,  for  reasons  that  are  doubtless 
sufticient,  a  despatch  firom  headquarters — fifteen 
miles  distant — orders  us  to  return  at  sunrise  in 
the  morning,  and  accordingly  we  are  bivouacked 
in  this  place  for  the  night,  having  accomplished 
this  really  brilliant  success  without  the  slightest 
loss  or  injury,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two 
slight  bruises  received  by  the  falling  of  horses. 
It  is  really  one  of  the  neatest  little  affairs  of  the 
'Reason,  and  our  entire  force  award  all  the  praise 
to  the  Pennsylvania  Eleventh ;  the  only  regret  of 
the  rest  of  us  being  that  we  were  not  able  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  achievement  any  further  than  to 
be  at  hand  to  support,  in  case  our  services  were 
needed.  —K^va-TQrh  THbunt, 


Doc.  68. 
GENERAL  HALLECK'S  REPORT 

OF  THE  OPERATIONS  OF  THE  NATIONAL  ARMIES. 
HBADQVABms  OF  TBI  AxiCT,  Washinqtoit,  Dec.  2, 1602. 
Sir:  In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  have 
the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  mili- 
tary operations  since  the  twenty-third  of  July 
last,  when,  in  compliance  with  the  President's 
order,  I  assumed  the  command  of  the  army  as 
General-in-Chief.  The  first  thing  to  which  my 
attention  was  called  on  my  arrival  her©  was  the 
condition  of  the  army  at  Harrison's  Landing,  on 
the  James  River.  I  immediately  visited  General 
McClellan*s  headquarters  for  consultation.  I  left 
Wa.shington  on  the  twenty-fourth  and  returned 
on  the  twenty-seventh.  The  main  object  of  this 
consultation  was  to  ascertain  if  there  was  a  pos- 
sibility of  an  advance  upon  Richmond  from  Har- 
rison's Landing,  and  if  not,  to  favor  some  plan  of 
uniting  the  armies  of  Gen.  McClellan  and  Gen. 
Pope  on  some  other  line.  Not  being  familiar 
with  the  position  and  numbers  of  the  troops  in 
Virginia,  and  on  the'coast,  I  took  the  President's 
estimate  of  the  largest  number  of  reenforcements 
that  could  be  sent  to  the  army  of  the  Potomac 


On  the  day  of  my  arrival  at  Harrison's  Landing 
Gen.  McClellan  was  of  opinion  that  he  would  re- 
quire at  least  fifty  thousand  additional  troop«i    I 
informed  him  that  this  number  could  not  po:v<i- 
bly  be  sent,  that  I  was  not  authorized  to  promi>e 
him  over  twenty  thousand,  and  that  I  could  not 
well  see  how  even  that  number  could  be  safely 
withdrawn  from  other  places.     He  took  the  night 
for  considering  the  matter,  and  informed  me  the 
next  morning  that  he  would  make  the  attempt 
upon  Richmond  with  the  additional  twenty  thou- 
sand, but  immediately  on  my  return  to  Washing- 
ton he  telegraphed  that  he  would  require  thirty- 
five  thousand,  a  force  which  it  was  impossible  to 
senc^him  without  leaving  Washington  and  Bald- 
more  almost  defenceless.     The  only  altemitive 
now  left  was  to  withdraw  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac to  some  position  where  it  could  unite  7ith 
that  of  Gen.  Pope,  and  cover  Washington  at  the 
same  time  that  it  operated  against  the  enemy. 
After  full  consultation  with  my  officers,  I  deter- 
mined to  attempt  this  junction  on  the  Rappaban* 
nocH,  by  bringing  McClellan's  forces  to  Arquii 
Creek.      Accordingly,  on   the  thirtieth  July*  I 
telegraphed  to  him  to  send  away  his  sick  as 
quickly  as  possible,  preparatory  to  a  movement 
of  his  troops.     This  was  preliminary  to  the  with- 
drawal of  his  entire  army,  which  was  ordered  >'y 
telegraph  on  the  third  of  August     In  order  that 
the  transfer  to  Acquia  Creek  might  be  made  as 
rapidly  as  possible,  I  authorized  Gen.  McClellan 
to  assume  control  of  all  the  vessels  in  the  Janie^ 
River  and  Chesapeake  Bay,  of  which  there  was 
then  a  vast  fleet.     The  Quartermaster-General 
was  also  requested  to  send  to  that  point  all  the 
transports  that  could  be  procured.     On  the  fifth. 
I  received  a  protest  firom  Gen.  McClellan,  date  i 
the  fourth,  against  the  removal  of  the  army  from 
Harrison's  Landing,  a  copy  of  which  is  annexeii. 
marked  Exhibit  No.  1,  with  my  reply  on  ih- 
sixth,  marked  Exhibit  No.  2.     On  the  first  oi 
August  I  ordered  Gen.  Bumside  to  immediately 
embark  his  troops  at  Newport  News,  tran^ftf 
them  to  Acquia  Creek,  and  take  position  opi- 
site  Fredericksburgh.     This  ofBcer  moved  wlt^ 
great  promptness,  and  reached  Acquia  Creek  • :. 
the  night  of  the  third.     His  troops  were  immec- 
atcly  landed,  and  the  transports  sent  back  : ' 
General  McClellan. 

About  this  time  I  received  information  that  tht 
enemy  was  preparing  a  large  force  to  drive  back 
Gen.  Pope,  and  attack  either  Washington  or  Ba - 
timore.  The  information  was  so  direct  and  trust- 
worthy that  I  could  not  doubt  its  correctnc<- 
This  gave  me  serious  uneasiness  for  the  safctv  m' 
the  capital  and  Maryland,  and  I  repeatedly  urg>^*: 
upon  Gen.  McClellan  the  necessity  of  proropt'v 
moving  his  army  so  as  to  form  a  junction  nit^ 
that  of  Gen.  Pope.  The  evacuation  of  HjuTi>*»i''- 
Landing,  however,  was  not  commenced  till  t:.> 
fourteenth,  eleven  days  after  it  was  ordered. 

Greatly  discouraged  at  the  prospect  of  timoiv 
aid  fi-om  that  quarter,  I  authorized  Gen.  Pope  t" 
order  the  main  forces  of  General  Cox,  in  Westeri. 
Virginia,  with  all  possible  despatch  by  railr«*l 
to  join  him  vtA  Washington.     To  facilitate  tl.: 
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withdrawal  of*  the  army  of  the  Potomac  from  the 
Peninsula,  and  to  gain  time  by  a  demonstration 
against  the  enemy,  Gen.  Pope  pushed  his  forces 
alT0^s  the  Rappahannock,  occupied  Gulpeper  and 
threatened  GordonsviUe.  Jackson's  and  Ewell's 
tlriYS  were  hurried  to  the  Rapidan,  and  on  the 
ninth  of  August  encountered  Banks's  corps  at 
Cedar  Mountain.  A  hard-fought  battle  ensued, 
aii<j  on  the  arrival  of  reenforcements  from  the 
corps  of  Gens.  McDowell  and  Sigel,  the  enemy 
fel!  back  upon  the  Rapidan  and  Gordonsville. 

On  the  fifteenth,  our  cavalry  surprised  a  party 
of  the  enemy  near  Louisa  Court-House,  and  cap- 
tured important  despatches,  showing  that  Lee 
vti  moTing  by  forced  marches  the  main  body 
of  the  rebel  army  to  attack  Pope,  before  a  junc- 
tion could  be  formed  between  him  and  the  army 
ff  the  Potomac.  On  the  sixteenth,  I  telegraphed 
to  (leneral  Pope  not  to  cross  the  Rapidan,  and 
idvi<ed  him  to  take  position  in  rear  of  the  Rap- 
pahannock, where  he  could  be  more  easily  re- 
t-nforced.  He  commenced  this  movement  on  the 
•^vcnteenth,  and  by  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
U\'nth  had  most  of  his  forces  behind  that  river, 
;>:^pared  to  hold  its  passes  as  long  as  possible. 
H>^  had  been  reenforced  by  King's  division  and  a 
rut  of  Bumside^s  corps,  luider  Gen.  Reno,  from 
Fre<iericksbui^h.  I  also  directed  Gen.  Burnside 
t)  iKcupy  Richard's  and  Barnett's  Fords,  which 
vi'Tt  between  him  and  Gen.  Pope's  main  army. 

The  enemy  made  several  attempts  to  cross  at 
'I:t!nrent  points  on  the  Rappahannock,  but  was 
'ii^^ars  repulsed,  and  our  troops  succeeded  in 
b  I'iing  the  line  of  this  river  for  eight  days.  It 
^i»  hoped  that  during  this  time  sufficient  forces 
f-'joi  the  army  of  the  Potomac  would  reach 
Ac'juia  Creek  to  enable  us  to  prevent  any  fur- 
ther adrance  of  Lee,  and  eventually,  with  the 
tmbined  armies,  to  drive  him  back  upon  Rich- 
mond. On  the  twenty-fourth,  he  made  a  flank 
D<>TeineDt,  and  crossed  a  portion  of  his  forces  at 
^Vuterloo  Bridge,  about  twelve  miles  above  the 
Happahannock  railroad  station.  Pope  directed 
^n  attack  upon  the  forces  which  had  crossed  the 
nver,  hoping  to  cut  them  off,  but  the  enemy  es- 
'"i]H,-d  with  no  great  loss.  The  annexed  telegram 
V'lD  General  Pope,  marked  Exhibit  No.  8,  and 
iitid  the  twenty-fifth,  gives  his  views  of  the 
''  ndition  of  affairs  at  that  date.  The  enemy, 
^:oweTer,  had  not  fallen  back,  as  he  supposed, 
''  it  on  being  repulsed  at  Waterloo  Bridge,  had 
y>fid  further  up  the  river  and  entered  the  val- 
'7  ^bich  lies  between  the  Blue  Ridge  and  Bull 
i*un  Mountains.  The  object  of  this  movement 
'^•iA  evidently  to  get  in  Pope's  rear,  and  cut  off 
h  ^  supplies  from  Washington. 

Anticipating  this  danger,  1  had  telegraphed  to 
'"-T..  Pope  on  the  twenty-third  :  "  By  no  means 
n\4,^e  your  railroad  communication  with  Alex- 
•'•'  iria.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  send- 
• .:  >our  ifiupplies  and  reenforcements."  On  the 
tnenty-sixth  I  telegraphed:  '^If  possible  to  at- 
'  '  k  the  enemy  in  flank  do  so,  but  the  main  ob- 
i'-'t  now  is  to  ascertain  his  position."  From 
tiiis  time  till  the  thirtieth  I  had  no  communica- 
"vn  with  General  Pope,  the  telegraph-lines  being 


cut  at  Kettle  Run  by  a  part  of  Jackson's  corps 
under  Ewell,  which  had  marched  around  Pope's 
righr  and  attacked  his  rear. 

Finding  it  doubtful  whether  we  could  hold 
Rappahannock  long  enough  to  effect  this  junction 
of  the  two  armies,  I  had  directed  a  part  of  the 
Peninsula  forces  to  land  at  Alexandria,  and  move 
out  by  raihoad  as  rapidly  as  possible.  As  soon 
as  I  had  heard  that  the  enemy  had  turned  Gen. 
Pope's  right  flank  and  forced  him  to  change  his 
front,  I  ordered  the  remainder  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Alexandria,  and  directed  Gea  Bum- 
side  to  prepare  to  evacuate  Fredericksburgh  and 
Acquia  Creek.  I  determined,  however,  to  hold 
this  position  as  long  as  possible  for  a  base  of  fu- 
ture operations. 

Gen.  Pope's  dispositions  at  this  juncture  were 
well  planned.  The  corps  of  McDowell  and  Sigel, 
and  the  Pennsylvania  reserves,  under  Reynolds, 
were  pushed  forward  to  Gainesville;  Reno  and 
Kearny  were  directed  upon  Greenwich,  while 
Hooker's  division  was  sent  against  Ewell  along 
the  railroad.  Unfortunately,  however,  the  move- 
ment was  too  late,  as  a  large  detachment  of  Lee's 
armv  was  already  east  of  Thoroughfare  Gap. 
Hooker  encountered  the  enemy  near  Kettle  Run, 
and  a  sharp  engagement  ensued.  This  gallant 
division  drove  Ewell  a  distance  of  five  miles,  the 
enemy  leaving  their  dead,  and  many  of  their 
wounded,  on  the  field.  As  McDowell,  Sigel,  and 
Reynolds  had  reached  their  positions,  there  was 
now  every  prospect  that  Jackson  would  be  de- 
stroyed before  reenforcements  could  come  to  his 
relief. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-seventh,  General 
Pope  ordered  Gen.  Porter  to  be  at  Bristow's  Sta- 
tion by  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
eighth,  with  Morell's,  and  also  directed  him  to 
communicate  to  Banks  the  order  to  move  forward 
to  Warrenton  Junction.  All  trains  were  ordered 
this  side  of  Cedar  Run,  and  to  be  protected  by  a 
regiment  of  infantry,  and  a  section  of  artillery. 
For  some  unexplained  reasons  Porter  did  not 
comply  with  this  order,  and  his  corps  was  not  in 
the  battles  of  the  twenty-eighth  and  twenty- 
ninth. 

Heintzelman's  corps  pressed  forward  to  Manas- 
sas on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  and 
forced  Jackson  to  retreat  across  Bull  Run  by  the 
Centreville  turnpike.  McDowell  had  succeeded 
in  checking  Lee  at  Thoroughfare  Gap,  but  the 
latter  took  the  road  from  Hopeville  to  Newmarket 
and  hastened  to  the  relief  of  Jackson,  who  was 
already  in  rapid  retreat.  A  portion  of  McDow- 
ell's corps  encountered  the  retreating  column  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-eighth,  near  Warren- 
ton turnpike,  and  a  severe  but  successful  engage- 
ment ensued.  Jackson  was  again  attacked  on 
the  twenty-ninth,  near  the  old  battle-ground  of 
July,  1861.  Knowing  that  Longstreet  was  not 
distant,  he  made  a  most  desperate  stand.  The 
fight  continued  nearly  all  day,  and  was  termi- 
nated only  by  darkness.  We  had  gained  con- 
siderable ground,  but  nothing  was  decided  when 
the  battle  closed.  It-was  renewed  the  next  morn- 
ing, and  after  another  day's  hard  fighting,  our 
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forces  fell  back  behind  Bull  Run,  the  enemy  not 
attempting  any  pursuit  Two  days  later,  how- 
ever, he  threw  a  considerable  force  between 
Chantilly  and  Germantown  to  turn  Pope's  right 
Hooker  dislodged  them  after  a  short  but  severe 
engagement,  in  which  Brig. -Gens.  Kearny  and 
Stevens,  two  of  our  very  best  officers,  were  killed. 
Pope's  army  had  been  reenforced  by  the  corps  of 
Franklin  and  Sumner,  and  no  further  apprehen- 
sions were  felt  for  its  safety. 

During  the  operations  of  the  previous  week,  of 
which  we  received  very  favorable  but  not  trust- 
worthy accounts,  every  effort  was  made  to  push 
forward  supplies  and  reinforcements  to  General 
Pope's  army.  The  troops  from  the  Peninsula 
were  ordered  not  to  wait  for  transportation,  but 
to  march  immediately  to  the  field  of  battle. 
Some  of  the  corps  moved  with  becoming  activity, 
but  the  delays  of  others  were  neither  creditable 
nor  excusable.  Our  losses  in  these  battles  were 
very  heavy,  both  in  life  and  materials,  but  as  no 
official  reports  have  been  received,  except  a  brief 
sketch  from  Gen.  Pope,  marked  Exhibit  No.  4,  I 
have  no  means  of  ascertaining  their  extent  Gen. 
Pope  was  transferred  to  another  Department  be- 
fore the  reports  of  his  subordinates  could  be  re- 
ceived ;  probably  they  will  soon  be  handed  in. 
Most  of  the  troops  actually  engaged  in  these  bat- 
tles fought  with  great  bravery,  but  some  of  them 
could  not  be  brought  into  action  at  alL  Many 
thousands  straggled  away  from  their  commands, 
and  it  is  said  tfcuit  not  a  few  voluntarily  smren- 
dered  to  the  enemy,  so  as  to  be  paroled  as  pris- 
oners of  war. 

In  order  to  reorganize  the  different  corps,  get 
the  stragglers  back  into  their  ranks,  and  to  sup- 
ply deficiencies  of  ammunition,  clothing,  etc., 
caused  by  recent  losses.  General  Pope  requested 
and  received  directions  to  bring  his  army  within 
the  defences  of  Washington,  which  were  then 
under  the  command  of  General  McGlellan.  This 
movement  was  executed  on  the  night  of  the  third, 
without  loss.  General  Pope  being  now  second  in 
command  of  the  united  forces,  applied  to  be  re- 
lieved, and  was  transferred  to  another  depart- 
ment Although  this  short  and  active  campaign 
was,  from  causes  already  referred  to,  less  success- 
ful than  we  had  reason  to  expect,  it  had  accom- 
plished the  great  and  important  object  of  covering 
the  capital  till  troops  could  be  collected  for  its 
defence.  Had -the  army  of  the  Potomac  arrived 
a  few  days  earlier,  the  rebel  army  could  have 
been  easily  defeated  and  perhaps  destroyed. 

Seeing  that  an  attack  upon  Washington  would 
now  be  futile,  Lee  pushed  his  main  army  across 
the  Potdmac  for  a  raid  into  Maryland  and  Penn- 
sylvania. Gen.  McGlellan  was  du'ected  to  pursue 
him  with  all  troops  which  were  not  required  for 
the  defence  of  Washington.  Several  corps  were 
immediately  thrown  out  in  observation  at  Darnes- 
town  and  Leesboro,  and  most  of  his  army  was 
in  motion  by  the  fifth  of  September.  A  portion 
entered  Frederick  on  the  twelfth.  As  the  cam- 
paign was  to  be  carried  on  within  the  department 
commanded  by  Major-Gen.  Wool,  I  directed  Gen. 
McGlellan  to  assume  control  of  all  troops  within 


his  reach,  without  regard  to  departmental  lines. 
The  garrisons  of  Winchester  and  Martinsburfrh 
had  been  withdrawn  to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  post  had  been  td- 
vised  by  my  chief  of  staff  to  mainly  confine  his 
defence,  in  case  he  was  attacked  by  superior 
forces,  to  the  position  of  Maryland  Hdghts,  which 
could  have  been  held  a  long  time  against  oTtr* 
whelming  numbers.  To  withdraw  him  entirely 
from  that  position,  with  the  great  body  of  Lee'< 
forces  between  him  and  our  army,  would  not 
only  expose  the  garrison  to  capture,  but  all  the 
artillery  and  stores  collected  at  that  place  mu«t 
either  be  destroyed  or  left  to  the  enemy.  The 
only  feasible  plan  was  for  him  to  hold  his  position 
until  Gen.  McGlellan  could  relieve  him,  or  open  % 
communication  so  that  he  could  evacuate  it  in 
safety.  These  views  were  communicated  both  to 
General  McGlellan  and  to  Colonel  Miles. 

The  left  of  Gen.  McClellan's  army  pursued  i 
part  of  the  enemy's  forces  to  the  South-Moun- 
tains, where,  on  the  fourteenth,  he  made  a  stand. 
A  severe  battle  ensued,  the  enemy  being  defeat- 
ed and  driven  from  his  position  with  heavy  1o<n 
Lee's  army  then  fell  back  behind  Antietam  Greet 
a  few  miles  above  its  mouth,  and  took  a  position 
admirably  suited  for  defence.  Our  army  attack- 
ed him  on  the  sixteenth,  and  a  hotlycontesiM 
battle  was  fought  on  that  and  the  ensuing  daj, 
which  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  the  Rebel  forces 
On  the  night  of  the  seventeenth,  our  troops  slept 
on  the  field  which  they  had  so  bravely  won.  C^n 
the  eighteenth,  neither  party  renewed  the  attack. 
and  on  the  night  of  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth 
Gen.  Lee  withdrew  his  army  to  the  south  side 
of  the  Potomac.  Our  loss  in  the  several  battles 
on  South-Mountain  and  at  Antietam  was  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  killni 
eight  thousand  and  sixty-six  wounded,  and  mw 
hundred  and  thirteen  missing,  making  a  total  'if 
ten  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty^ne. 
Gen.  McGlellan  estimates  the  enemy's  loss  »t 
nearly  thirty  thousand ;  but  their  own  aoconnt- 
give  their  loss  at  about  fourteen  thousand  in  kiU* 
ed  and  wounded. 

On  the  approach  of  the  enemy  to  HarperV 
Ferry,  the  officer  in  command  on  Maryland 
Heights  destroyed  his  artillery  and  abandoned  hi^ 
post,  and  on  the  fifteenth,  Col.  Miles  surrendend 
Harper's  Ferry,  with  only  a  slight  resistance,  an  i 
within  hearing  of  the  guns  of  Gen.  McCIellin'^ 
army.  As  this  whole  matter  has  been  inrtst: 
gated  and  reported  upon  by  a  military  comEn>- 
sion,  it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  discuss  the  di^ 
graceful  surrender  of  the  post  and  army  under 
CoL  Miles's  command.  General  McClellan^s  pre- 
liminary report  of  his  operations  in  Maryland,  in- 
cluding the  battles  of  South-Mountain  and  Antif^ 
tam,  is  submitted  herewith,  marked  Exhibit  N  \ 
4.  No  reports  of  his  subordinate  officers  have 
been  submitted. 

From  the  seventeenth  of  September  till  tl.v 
twenty-sixth  of  October,  McClellan's  main  amr-^ 
remained  on  the  north  bank  of  the  Potomac,  i:* 
the  vicinity  of  Sharpsburgh  and  Harper's  Ferr) 
The  long  mactivity  of  so  large  an  army  in  the 
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fsce  of  a  defeated  foe,  and  during  the  most  favor- 
able season  for  rapid  movements  and  a  vigorous 
campaign,  was  a  matter  of  great  disappointment 
and  r^eL  Your  letter  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
und  my  replj  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Octoher, 
iQ  regard  to  the  alleged  causes  of  this  unfortun- 
ate delay,  I  suhmit  herewith,  marked  Exhibit  No. 
•}.  In  reply  to  the  telegraphic  order  of  the  sixth 
of  October,  qQoted  in  my  letter  of  the  twenty- 
tis:hth,  above  referred  to,  Gen.  McClellan  disap- 
proTed  of  the  plan  of  crossing  the  Potomac  south 
nf  the  Blae  Ridge,  and  said  that  he  would  cross 
at  Harper's  Ferry  and  advance  upon  Winchester. 
He,  hoirerer,  did  not  begin  to  cross  till  the 
twenty-sixth  of  October,  and  then  at  Berlin. 

This  passage  occupied  several  days,  and  was 
completed  about  the  third  of  November.  What 
called  him  to  change  his  views,  or  what  his  plan 
f'i  campaign  was,  I  am  ignorant ;  for  about  this 
lime  he  ceased  to  communicate  with  me  in  regard 
wO  bis  operations,  sending  his  reports  directly  to 
(he  President  On  the  fifth  instant,  I  received 
the  written  order  of  the  President  relieving  Gen. 
McClellan,  and  placing  Gen.  Bumside  in  com- 
mand of  die  army  of  the  Potomac  This  order 
^as  transmitted  by  a  special  messenger,  who  de- 
iirered  it  to  Gen.  McClellan  at  Rectortown  on  the 
Seventh. 

When  I  left  the  department  of  the  Mississippi 
in  July  last,  the  main  body  of  the  army  under 
Major-Gen.  Buell  was  between  HuntsvUle  and 
Sterenson,  moving  toward  Chattanooga,  for  which 
p^ce  tbey  had  left  Corinth  about  the  tenth  of 
i^une.  Major-Gen.  Curtis^s  forces  were  at  Helena, 
Arkansas,  and  those  under  Brig. -Gen.  Schofield 
is  South-western  Missouri.  The  central  army, 
snder  Major-Gen.  Grant,  occupying  the  line  of 
^est-Tennessee  and  Northern  Mississippi,  ex- 
tend<?d  from  Memphis  to  luka,  and  protected  the 
railroads  from  Columbus  south,  which  were  then 
^^  only  channels  of  supply.  These  several 
srciies  spread  along  a  line  of  some  six  hundred 
iBiles  from  the  western  borders  of  Arkansas  to 
Cumberland  Gap,  and  occupying  a  strip  of  coun- 
^  more  than  one  hundred  and  fiftv  miles  in 
vidth,  from  which  the  enemy^s  forces  had  recent- 
ly been  expelled,  were  rapidly  decreasing  in 
^itpnpjti  from  the  lai^  numbers  of  soldiers  sent 
t^ome  on  account  of  real  or  pretended  disability. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  enemy's  armies  were 
LTi^atlj  increased  by  an  arbitrary  and  rigidly  en- 
Jjn'ed  conscription.  With  their  superiority  in 
numbers  and  discipline  they  boldly  determined 
^^  rt-occupy  Arkansas,  Missouri,  Tennessee,  and 
KentQcky,  and,  if  possible,  to  invade  the  States 
'>f  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  while  our  attention 
vas  distracted  by  the  invasion  of  Maryland  and 
Ptnnsrlrania,  and  an  extended  Indian  insurrec- 
t<in  on  the  Western  frontiers.  This  plan  had 
TK.Ty  many  chances  of  success ;  but  the  timely 
'^r.Jcr  of  the  President  of  August  fourth,  calling 
^r  additional  forces,  and  the  patriotic  response 
of  the  people  of  the  North- West,  thwarted  the 
toeray's  well-formed  calculations. 

Gen.  Bragg  suddenly  transferred  a  large  part 
cf  liis  army  from  Tupelo,  Mississippi,  through 


the  States  of  Alabama  and  Georgia,  reached 
Chattanooga  in  advance  of  Gen.  Buell,  turned  his 
left,  and,  rapidlv  crossing  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
entered  Kentucky  by  Munfordsville  and  Lebanon. 

Gen.  Buell  fell  back  upon  Nashville,  without 
giving  the  enemy  battle — ^then  followed,  or  rather 
moved  parallel  with  Bragg,  who,  after  capturing 
our  garrison  at  Munfordsville,  turned  off  irom  the 
main  road  to  Louisville,  along  which  Geiu  Buell 
passed — ^the  latter  reaching  Louisville  without 
any  engagement  Another  column  of  the  enemy 
had  moved  from  East-Tennessee,  after  blockading 
Cumberland  Gap,  upon  Lexington,  and  threaten- 
ed CindnnatL  A  small  force  of  our  raw  troops, 
which  had  been  pushed  forward  to  Richmond, 
Ky.,  under  Major-General  Nelson,  were  met  by 
the  enemy  and  completely  routed.  In  the  mean 
time,  every  effort  had  been  made  to  collect  new 
troops  at  Cincinnati  and  Louisville,  and  to  fortify 
these  places  against  a  coup  de  main. 

To  give  coi^dence  to  the  new  levies,  a  portion 
of  Gen.  Grant's  army  was  withdraw  from  Mis- 
sissippi and  sent  to  Kentucky  and  CincinnatL 
No  attack  was  attempted  by  the  enemy. 

Major-Gen.  Buell  left  Louisville  on  the  first  of 
October,  with  an  army  of  about  one  hundred 
thousand  men  in  pursuit  of  General  Bragg.  The 
latter  engaged  a  part  of  Gen.  Buell's  army  at 
Perryville,  about  ten  o'clock  on  the  eighth  of 
October.  A  general  battle  ensued,  and  was  con- 
tinued till  dark ;  it  was  mainly  fought  by  Maior- 
Gen.  McCook's  corps ;  the  enemy  retreated  dur- 
ing the  night;  the  losses  were  heavy  on  both 
sides,  but  no  official  reports  of  the  numbers  en- 
gaged or  the  losses  on  either  side  have  been  re- 
ceived. After  this  battle,  the  main  army  of  the 
Rebels  retreated  to  East-Tennessee;  Gen.  Buell 
pursued  it  as  &r  as  Mount  Vernon  or  London, 
then  fell  back  to  the  line  from  Louisville  to  Nash- 
ville. Here  Miyor-General  Rosecrans  superseded 
him  in  the  command  by  the  orders  of  the  Presi- 
dent As  the  Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  a 
military  commission  to  investigate  the  operations 
of  Gen.  Buell  in  this  campaign,  it  would  be  ob- 
viously improper  for  me  to  express  any  opinion, 
unless  specially  directed  to  do  so. 

The  command  of  Brig. -Gen.  Morgan  at  Cumber- 
land Gap  abandoned  tbit  place  and  retreated  to 
the  Ohio  River.  The  alleged  cause  of  this  re- 
treat was  the  want  of  supplies.  The  command- 
ing officer,  however,  had  just  before  reported  that 
he  had  several  weeks'  provisions,  and  under  no 
circumstances  would  he  surrender  that  important 
post  An  investigation  of  this  matter  has  been 
ordered. 

The  withdrawal  of  a  considerable  part' of  Gen. 
Grant's  army  to  reen force  Gen.  Buell  and  to  oc- 
cupy Zanesville  and  Cincinnati,  induced  the  ene- 
my to  renew  operations  in  Northern  Mississippi 
and  Western  Tennessee. 

A  force  of  some  five  thousand  or  six  thousand* 
men  was  sent  to  attack  Bolivar  and  Jackson, 
Tennessee,  and  by  destroying  the  railroad  to  cut 
off  all  connection  between  Memphis  and  Corinth. 
The  head  of  the  enemy's  column  was  met  about 
four  miles  south  of  Bolivar  on  the  thirtieth  of 
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August,  and  a  brisk  skirmish  ensued.  On  the 
thirty-first,  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  forces  was 
engaged  and  repulsed  near  Meadow  Station.  On 
the  first  of  September  the  fight  was  renewed  at 
Britton's  Lane,  on  the  Denmark  road,  and  con- 
tinued till  night,  when  the  enemy  retreated  south, 
across  the  Hatchie,  leaving  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  dead  and  wounded  on  the  field. 
Our  loss  was  five  killed,  seventy-eight  wounded, 
and  ninety-two  prisoners  and  missing. 

In  the  early  part  of  October,  General  Price  ad- 
Tanced  with  a  large  force  and  took,  possession  of 
luka,  a  small  town  on  the  Memphis  and  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  twenty-one  miles  south-east  of  Cor- 
inth. The  garrison,  too  weak  to  attempt  resist- 
ance, fell  back  on  Corinth.  As  the  occupation 
of  this  place  by  the  enemy  cut  off  all  connection 
between  the  forces  of  Gen.  Gcant  and  Gen.  Buell, 
the  former  determined  to  attack  and  drive  him 
from  that  position.  Grant's  forces  moved  in  two 
columns,  one  on  the  north  of  the  town  under 
Major-General  Ord,  and  the  other  on  the  south 
under  Major-General  Rosecrans.  The  enemy^ 
finding  himself  likely  to  be  surrounded,  left  the 
town  and  attacked  the  column  of  Gen.  Rosecrans 
about  four  p.k.  on  the  nineteenth  of  October. 
The  engagement  lasted  until  dark,  Hamilton's  di- 
vision sustaining  the  brunt  of  the  battle.  Our 
men  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  completely 
routed  the  enemy,  who  fled  in  confusion,  leaving 
their  dead  and  most  of  their  wounded  on  the 
field.  We  buried  two  hundred  and  fifty-five 
dead,  took  seven  hundred  or  eight  hundred 
wounded,  and  captured  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
one  prisoners,  over  one  thousand  six  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
stores.  Our  loss  was  one  hundred  and  eight 
killed,  six  hundred  and  eleven  wounded,  and 
seventeen  missing.  The  retreating  foe  was  pur- 
sued only  a  few  miles. 

On  the  thirtieth  of  October,  General  Grant 
ascertained  that  Generals  Price  and  Van  Dorn 
were  concentrating  their  forces  at  Ripley,  with 
the  probable  intention  of  attacking  Corinth.  The 
enemy  crossed  the  Hatchie  River,  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  railroad  north  of  Corinth,  thus  cut- 
ting off  all  direct  communication  with  Jackson 
and  Bolivar.  He  then  advanced  toward  Corinth, 
and  some  skirmishing  took  place  on  the  second 
of  November. 

Major-General  Rosecrans  commanded  our  forces 
at  Corinth,  which  consisted  of  the  divisions  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Hamilton,  McKean,  Davies, 
and  Stanley.  The  first  three  were  placed  in  line 
of  battle  near  the  old  rebel  intrenchmcnts,  and 
the  last  held  in  reserve  in  the  town.  The  skir- 
mishing was  renewed  on  the  morning  of  the 
third,  and  by  ten  or  eleven  o'clock  the  engage- 
ment became  pretty  general  and  continued  until 
dark.  It  was  fiercely  renewed  on  the  morning 
*of  the  fourth,  and  fought  with  varied  succe.ss  till 
near  noon,  when  the  rebels  were  defeated  and 
driven  from  the  field,  leaving  their  dead  and 
many  of  their  wounded.  The  enemy's  forces 
were  commanded  by  Gksnerals  Van  Dom,  Price, 


Ijovell,  Villepigue,  and  Rust,  and  their  number 
estimated  at  about  thirty-eight  thousand,  or  near- 
ly double  those  of  General  Rosecrans.  Their 
loss  in  killed  was  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-three,  which  would  give,  by  the  usual 
proportion,  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety- 
two  wounded.  We  took  two  thousand  two  hun> 
dred  and  sixty-five  prisoners,  among  whom  werf- 
one  hundred  and  twenty-seven  officers.  We  aUn 
captured  fourteen  stand  of  colors,  two  piecc«(  of 
artillery,  three  thousand  three  hundred  stand  of 
arms,  and  ammunition,  accoutrements,  etc  Our 
loss  was  three  hundred  and  fifteen  killed,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve  wounded. 
and  two  hundred  and  thirty-two  prisoners  and 
missing.  This  great  disparity  of  numbers  in 
killed  and  wounded  resulted  m  part  from  the 
fact  that  a  portion  of  our  men  fought  behind  th« 
intrenched  batteries.  Major-Greneral  Grant  ba'i 
ordered  a  brigade  of  four  regiments,  under  Bri»  - 
General  McPherson,  from  Jackson  to  Corinth. 
Finding  the  railroad  interrupted  at  Bethel,  the 
latter  turned  to  the  left  and  reached  Corinth  on 
the  fourth  by  the  Farmington  road,  thus  march- 
ing nearly  around  the  enemy,  and  forming  a 
timely  junction  with  General  kosecrans. 

Other  forces  ftom  Jackson  and  Bolivar,  uni'.tr 
Brig. -Gen.  Hurlbut,  were  directed  to  march  r^r, 
Corinth  by  way  of  Middleton  and  Pocahontas  t* 
cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  in  that  direction 
They  encountered  the  enemy  on  the  Hatch'c 
River,  on  the  morning  of  the  fifth,  and  as  Briir.- 
Gen.  Hurlbut  was  making  dispositions  for  an  al- 
tack,  Major-Gen.  Ord  arrived  upon  the  field  ar  1 
assumed  command,  but  being  wounded  ah^fit 
eleven  a.k.  he  again  relinquished  it  to  Gencnl 
Hurlbut  The  battle  continued  till  about  half- 
past  three  p.k.,  when  the  enemy  retreated  soutK 
crossing  the  Hatchie  at  Corum's  Mills,  about  s.x 
miles  further  up  the  river.  Our  loss  was  fifty 
killed,  four  hundred  and  ninety-three  woundd 
and  seventeen  missing.  Gen.  Hurlbut  did  mH 
attempt  any  pursuit,  and  Gen.  Rosecrans  did  not 
leave  Corinth  till  the  morning  of  the  fifth.  The 
enemy  therefore  effected  his  escape,  but  was  kl- 
lowed  for  a  distance  of  about  sixty  miles  withoQt 
being  overtaken. 

Gen.  Grant  afterward  led  his  forces  south  a< 
far  as  Holly  Springs,  and  drove  the  enemy  acnni^j 
the  Tallahatchie.  This  operation  was  attended 
with  several  brisk  skirmishes,  in  all  of  which  our 
troops  were  victorious.  These  operations  haTc 
restored  peace  in  Western  Tennes.see.  The  offi- 
cial reports  of  the  operations  of  General  Grant'^i 
army  are  submitted  herewith,  marked  Exhibit 
No.  6. 

The  unfortunate  withdrawal  to  Ifissouri,  Ij 
General  Curtis,  of  a  large  part  of  the  army  in  Ar- 
kansas, prevented  the  execution  of  the  inilitarr 
operations  which  had  been  ordered  in  the  hih" 
State.  In  Missouri,  the  forces,  under  Brig.-<«en. 
Schofield,  not  only  broke  up  and  destroyed  nu- 
merous guerrilla  bands,  but  defeated  the  rebel 
army  in  several  engagements  near  the  south-wej:t 
corner  of  the  State,  and  drove  it  across  the  Bos- 
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ton  Moantains,  in  Arkansas.  I  cannot  give  the 
details  of  these  engagements,  as  no  official  re- 
fiorts  ha?e  been  received. 

The  Indian  tribes  in  the  North-West,  and  more 
ft&nicularly  in  Minnesota,  incited,  it  is  said,  by 
mbel  emissaries,  committed  numerous  murders 
anl  other  outrages  on  the  frontiers  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  summer.  These  savages  were 
M;:orousIy  attacked  by  a  volunteer  force  under 
Brig.  Gen.  Sibley,  and  defeated  in  several  well- 
fought  battles  on  the  upper  waters  of  the  Minne- 
>ota  River.  These  vigorous  proceedings  struck 
terror  among  the  Indians  and  put  an  end  to  hos- 
tlities  in  that  quarter  for  the  present  season.  It 
i>  quite  possible  that  these  hostilities  will  be  i%- 
&c«^ed  in  the  coming  spring,  and  preparations 
will  be  made  accordingly. 

In  the  department  of  the  GulC  the  withdrawal 
of  our  flotilla  from  Yicksburgh  enabled  the  enemy 
to  concentrate  a  considerable  force  on  Baton  Rouge, 
which  was  then  held  by  Brig. -Gen.  Williams.   The 
Attack  was  made  on  the  fifth  of  August  with  great- 
ly superior  force.s  under  the  rebel  Gen.  Breckin- 
ndge.    Gen.  Williams  gained  a  most  signal  vic- 
tirr,  but  fell  in  the  fight     Our  loss  was  ninety 
killed,  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  wounded.    We 
buned  three  hundred  of  the  enemy*s  dead,  left 
upon  the  field.     On  the  sixteenth  of  August,  the 
Zimsoh  of  Baton  Rouge  was  withdrawn  to  New- 
'^rl-ans.    On  the  twenty-fourth  of  October,  Gen. 
Butler  sent  a  force,  under  Brig. -Gen.  Weitzel,  to 
o^'ieme  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  in  the 
Ij  Fourche  district     He  engaged  a  considerable 
^iyof  the  enemy  on  th^  twenty -fifth,  about  nine 
&.iles  from  Donaldsonville,  and  defeated  them, 
«i'b  the  loss  of  their  commander,  a  large  number 
l^iie<i  and  wounded,  and  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
right  prisoners.    Our  loss  was  eighteen  killed  and 
Eiity-iight  wounded.     This  victory  opened  the 
^We  of  that  part  of  the  country.     General  But- 
l<f  s  rep(»*ts  of  the  military  operations  in  his  de- 
^tmentare  submitted  herewith,  marked  Exhibit 
^0-  7.    (See  Donaldsonville.) 

In  the  department  of  the  South  the  only  mill- 
^  operations  which  have  been  undertaken  were 
t-ie  rcconnoissances  of  the  Pocotaligo  and  Coosa- 
l^tchie  Rivers.  These  expeditions  under  Brig.- 
^en.  Brannan  and  Col.  Barton,  encountered  a  con- 
siderable force  of  the  enemy  on  the  twenty-second 
cHjctober,  and  engagements  ensued,  in  which  we 
^i  thirty-two  killed  and  one  hundred  and  eighty 
Ti^iinded.  The  otficial  reports  of  these  engage- 
ments are  submitted  herewith,  marked  Exhibit 
^'^  8.    (See  Pocotaligo,  S.  C.) 

In  the  department  of  North-Carolina  our  force 
^\^  also  been  too  small  to  attempt  any  important 
Oilcnsive  operations.  On  the  sixth  of  September 
%  party  of  the  enemy  surprised  the  garrison  of 
^^  a^hiugton,  but  were  soon  driven  out  Our  loss 
^^^  (ight  killed  and  thirty-six  wounded,  and  that 
'f  the  enemy  thirty-three  killed  and  about  one 
hundred  wounded.  Several  successful  reconnois- 
'<t'ia:s  have  been  made  into  the  interior.  The 
>*''<rial  reports  of  the  affair  at  Washington  are 
Jiarked  Exhibit  Na  9.     (See  Washington,  N.  C.)  | 


It  is  seen  from  this  brief  summary  of  military 
operations  during  the  last  three  or  four  months, 
that  while  our  soldiers  have  generally  fought  with 
bravery,  and  gained  many  important  battles,  these 
victories  have  not  produced  the  usual  results.  In 
many  instances  the  defeated  foe  was  not  followed 
om  the  battle-field,  and  even  where  a  pursuit  was 
attempted,  it  almost  invariably  failed  to  effect  the 
capture  or  destruction  of  any  part  of  the  retreating 
army.  This  is  a  matter  which  requires  serious  and 
careful  consideratipn.  A  victorious  army  is  sup- 
posed to  be  in  a  condition  to  pursue  its  defeated  foe 
with  advantage,  and,  during  such  pursuit,  to  do 
him  serious,  if  not  fatal  injury.  This  result  has 
usually  been  attained  in  other  countries.  Is  there 
any  reason  why  it  should  not  be  expected  in  this  ? 
It  is  easily  understood  that  in  a  country  like  that 
between  Yorktown  and  Richmond,  or  the  thickly- 
wooded  swamps  of  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  that 
a  retreating  force,  by  felling  trees  across  the  roads, 
and  destroying  bridges  over  deep  and  marshy 
streams,  can  effectually  prevent  any  rapid  pursuit 
The  one  in  a  few  minutes  blocks  up  or  destroys 
roads,  which  the  other  cannot  clear  or  repair  for 
hours,  or  even  days.  The  pursuer  has  very  little 
hope  of  overtaking  his  flying  foe.  But  this  rea- 
soning is  not  applicable  to  Maryland,  and  the 
greater  part  of  Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Middle 
Tennessee.  It  must  be  admitted  that  in  these 
theatres  of  war  the  rebel  armies  have  exhibited 
much  more  mobility  and  activity  than  our  own. 
Not  only  do  they  out-march  us,  both  in  advance 
and  retreat,  but  on  two  memorable  occasions  their 
cavalry  have  made  with  impunity  the  entire  cir- 
cuit of  the  army  of  the  Potomac.  If  it  be  true 
that  the  success  of  an  army  depends  upon  its 
"arms  and  its  legs,"  ours  has  shown  itself  defi- 
cient in  the  latter  of  these  essential  requisites. 

This  defect  has  been  attributed  to  our  enormous 
baggage  and  supply  trains,  and  to  a  want  of  train- 
ing in  marches.  There  is  noi  doubt  that  the  bag- 
gage trains  of  our  armies  have  been  excessively 
large.  Every  possible  effort  has  been  made  within 
the  last  few  weeks  to  reduce  them.  But  this  is 
no  easy  task.  Once  accustomed  to  a  certain 
amount  of  transportation,  an  army  is  unwilling  to 
do  without  the  luxuries  which  it  supplies  in  the 
field.  By  the  recent  increase  of  the  army  ration, 
which  was  previously  larger  than  in  any  other 
country,  a  considerable  amount  of  transportation 
is  employed  in  moving  provisions  and  supplies 
which  are  not  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of 
the  soldiers. 

An  examination  of  the  returns  of  the  Quarter- 
master-General, a  few  days  since,  developed  the 
fact  that  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  including  the 
troops  around  Washington,  most  of  which  are 
without  field-trains,  had  fifty-four  thousand  ani- 
mals, and  that  nine  thousand  of  these  were  eui- 
ployed  in  transporting  ambulances  and  hospital 
stores.  In  addition  to  all  this,  the  roads,  streets,  * 
and  wharves  are  incumbered  with  private  vehicles 
used  for  the  transportation  of  sutlers*  stores.  No 
matter  how  large  the  main  body  of  an  army  may 
be,  it  can  never  move  rapidly  with  such  a  mass 
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of  impedimGnts,  and  yet  speculative  projects  are 
almost  daily  urged  on  the  War  Department  to 
increase  the  immobility  of  our  armies  in  the  field. 

Again,  our  troops,  especially  those  in  the  East, 
have  been  very  little  accustomed  to  march,  at 
least  to  that  kind  of  marching  usually  required 
by  active  operations  in  the  field.  Absenteeism  is 
one  of  the  most  serious  evils  in  all  our  armies. 
Hundreds  of  officers  and  thousands  of  men  are 
almost  continually  away  from  their  commands. 
Many  of  these  are  really  stragglers  and  deserters. 
In  regard  to  officers,  the  evil  is  being  abated  by 
summary  dismissals,  and  if  the  law  could  be 
stringently  enforced  against  the  men,  it  would 
soon  put  an  end  to  desertions.  But  straggling  on 
the  march  and  in  battle  can  be  prevented  only  by 
severe  and  summary  punishment  inflicted  on  the 
spot  In  this  and  many  other  important  particu- 
lars our  military  laws  require  revision  and  amend- 
ment They  were  mostly  enacted  for  a  small  army 
and  for  times  of  peace,  and  are  unsuited  to  the 
government  of  the  army  we  now  have,  and  the 
war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

Genenl-ln-Chiet 

EXHIBIT  NO.  1— A  COPT  IN  CIPHER. 

BsBXKLXT,  Ta.,  August  4—12  M. 

Major- General  Ballech^  Commander-in-CTiie/: 

Your  telegram  of  last  evening  is  received.  I 
must  confess  that  it  has  caused  me  the  greatest 
pain  I  ever  experienced,  for  I  am  convinced  that 
the  order  to  withdraw  this  army  to  Acquia  Creek 
will  prove  disastrous  in  the  extreme  to  our  cause. 
I  fear  it  will  be  a  fatal  blow.  Several  days  are 
necessary  to  complete  the  preparations  for  so  im- 
portant a  movement  as  this,  and  while  they  are 
in  progress,  I  beg  that  careful  consideration  may 
be  given  to  my  statement  This  army  is  now  in 
excellent  discipline^  and  condition.  We  bold  a 
debouche  on  both  banks  of  the  James  River,  so 
that  we  are  fi'ee  to  act  in  any  direction,  and  with 
the  assistance  of  the  gunboats,  I  consider  our 
communications  as  secure. 

We  are  twenty-five  miles  from  Richmond,  and 
are  not  likely  to  meet  the  enemy  in  force  sufficient 
to  fight  a  battle  until  we  have  reached  fifteen  to 
eighteen  miles,  which  brings  us  practically  within 
ten  miles  of  Richmond.  Our  largest  line  of  land 
transportation  would  be  from  this  point  twenty- 
five  miles,  but  with  the  aid  of  the  gunboats  we 
can  supply  the  army  by  water,  during  its  advance, 
certainly  to  within  twelve  miles  of  Richmond. 
At  Acquia  Creek  we  would  be  seventy-five  miles 
from  Richmond,  with  land  transportation  all  the 
way.  From  here  to  Fortress  Monroe  is  a  march 
of  about  seventy  miles,  for  I  regard  it  as  imprac- 
ticable to  withdraw  this  army  and  its  material 
except  by  land.  The  result  of  the  movement 
would  thus  be  to  march  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  miles  to  reach  a  point  now  only  twenty-five 
miles  disUtnt,  and  to  deprive  ourselves  entirely 
of  the  powerful  aids  of  the  gunboats  and  water 
transportation.  Add  to  this  the  certain  demoral- 
isation of  this  army,  which  would  ensue,  the  ter- 


rible depressing  effect  upon  the  people  of  the 
North,  and  the  strong  probability  that  it  would 
influence  foreign  powers  to  recognize  our  adrer- 
saries ;  and  these  appear  to  me  sufficient  reasons 
to  make  it  my  imperative  duty  to  urge  in  the 
strongest  terms  afforded  by  our  language,  that 
this  order  may  be  rescinded,  and  that  far  froni 
recalling  this  army,  it  be  promptly  reenforoed,  to 
enable  it  to  resume  the  offensiva 

It  may  be  said  that  there  are  no  re£nforoe> 
ments  available.  I  point  to  General  Bumside  <: 
forces,  to  that  of  General  Pope,  not  neoessaij  to 
maintain  a  strict  defence  in  fix>nt.of  Washingtra 
and  Harper^s  Ferry ;  to  those  portions  of  the 
rt-my  of  the  West  not  required  for  a  strict  defence 
there.  Here,  directly  in  front  of  this  annr,  is 
the  heart  of  the  rebellion.  It  is  here  that  all  our 
resources  should  be  collected  to  strike  the  blotr 
which  will  determine  the  fate  of  tills  nation.  All 
points  of  secondary  importance  elsewhere  shooM 
be  abandoned,  and  every  available  man  brought 
here.  A  decided  victory  here,  and  the  militarr 
strength  of  the  rebellion  is  crushed.  It  matters 
not  what  partial  reverses  we  may  meet  with  else- 
where— here  is  the  true  defence  of  Wasbingtnn. 
It  is  here  on  the  bank  of  the  James  River  tbit 
the  fiite  of  the  Union  should  be  decided. 

Clear  in  my  conviction  of  right,  strong  in  the 
consciousness  that  I  have  ever  been  and  still  am 
actuated  solely  by  love  of  my  country,  knowing 
that  no  ambitious  or  selfish  motives  have  iii> 
fiuenced  me  fi*om  the  commencement  of  this  war, 
I  do  now,  what  I  never  did  in  my  life  before^  I 
entreat  that  this  order  may  be  rescinded.  If  my 
counsel  does  not  prevail,  I  will,  with  a  sad  heari 
obey  your  order  to  the  utmost  of  my  powe-.  dc- 
voting  to  the  movement,  one  of  the  utmost  deli- 
cacy and  difficulty,  whatever  skill  I  may  poss«s> 
whatever  the  result  may  be,  and  may  God  gnnt 
that  I  am  mistaken  in  my  forebodings.  I  sloll  at 
least  have  the  internal  satisfaction  that  I  hare 
written  and  spoken  frankly,  and  have  sought  to 
do  the  best  in  my  power  to  arrest  disaster  from 
my  country.  Geo.  B.  McClsixak, 


ornozAL  COPT. 
HiADQUAJtTsia,  Abut,  WASHCKOToar,  D.  C,  NoTcmber  8S,  ly!!L 

EXHIBIT  KG.  2. 

WABHWOTOai,  Aogosl  6,  l^Ai 

Major- General  George  B,  Mcplellan^  Cominai^l- 

ing^  etc,  Berkeley,  Va, : 

General  :  Your  telegram  of  yesterday  wa>  re- 
ceived this  morning,  and  I  immediately  tele- 
graphed a  brief  reply,  promising  to  write  y^vj 
more  fully  by  mail  You,  General,  cerumlr 
could  not  have  been  more  pained  at  receiving  my 
order  than  I  was  at  the  necessity  of  issuing  it  I 
was  advised  by  high  officers,  in  whose  judgmfit 
I  had  great  confidence,  to  make  the  order  iznn.*- 
diately  on  my  arrival  here,  but  I  determined  c*  i 
to  do  so  until  I  could  leam  your  wishes  from  a 
personal  interview ;  and  even  after  that  intcrnen 
I  tried  every  means  in  my  power  to  avoid  with> 
drawing  your  army,  and  delayed  mj  decision  un 
long  as  I  dared  to  delay  it  I  assure  yoo.  Gen 
eral,  it  was  not  a  hasty  and  inconsiderate  act. 
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but  one  that  caused  me  more  anxious  thought 
than  any  other  of  my  life.  But  after  full  and 
tnitore  consideration  of  all  the  pros  and  cons,  I 
\ras  reluctantly  forced  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
order  must  be  issued.  There  was  to  my  mind  no 
other  altematire: 

Allow  me  to  allude  to  a  few  of  the  facts  of  the 
''a^^e.  Yon  and  your  officers,  at  our  interview, 
c>tinuted  the  enemy's  forces  in  and  around  Rich- 
oond  at  two  hundred  thousand  men.  Since  then 
vm  J  and  others  report  that  they  have  received 
an]  are  receiving  large  reenforcements  from  the 
Sooth.  Gen.  Pope's  army,  now  covering  Wash- 
i:  ston,  is  only  forty  thousand.  Your  effective 
i'->rce  is  only  about  ninety  thousand.  You  are 
tnirty  miles  from  Richmond,  and  General  Pope 
«2hty  or  ninety.  With  the  enemy  directly  be- 
ttreen  you,  ready  to  fall  with  his  superior  num- 
hr^  npon  one  or  the  other,  as  he  may  elect, 
niither  can  reinforce  the  other  in  case  of  such  an 
:.:*3ck. 

If  Gen.  Pope's  army  be  diminished  to  reenforce 
you,  Washington,  Maryland,  and  Pennsylvania 
Hould  be  lef^  uncovered  and  exposed.  If  your 
.'jrces  be  reduced  to  strengthen  Pope,  you  would 
'o too  weak  to  even  hold  the  position  you  occu- 
[  y,  should  the  enemy  turn  round  and  attack  you 
:>  full  force.  In  oUier  words,  the  old  army  of 
tite  Potomac  is  split  into  two  parts,  with  the  en- 
^p  force  of  the  enemy  directly  between  them. 
Tbey  cannot  be  united  by  land  without  exposing 
I'^^h  to  destruction,  and  yet  they  must  be  united. 
1 '  ^end  Pope's  forces  by  water  to  the  Peninsula  is, 
'Ma  present  circumstances,  a  military  impossi- 
Mlity.  The  only  alternative  is  to  send  the  forces 
f  J  the  Peninsula  to  some  point  by  water,  say 
^redericksbui^h,  where  the  two  armies  can  be 
iiiiited.  Let  me  now  allude  to  some  of  the  ol^ec- 
tioos  which  you  have  urged. 

You  say  that  to  withdraw  from  the  present 
f^ition  will  cause  the  certain  demoralization  of 
*-2t  army,  which  is  now  in  excellent  discipline 
end  condition.  I  cannot  understand  why  a  sim- 
f't  change  of  position  to  a  new  and  by  no  means 
'^^tant  ^e  will  demoralize  an  army  in  excellent 
(>i>cplme,  unless  the  officers  themselves  assist  in 
1  ic  demoralization,  which  I  am  satisfied  they 
^iil  not.  Your  change  of  front  from  your  ex- 
trsroe  right  at  Hanover  Gourt^House  to  your  pre- 
^^nt  position  was  over  thirty  miles,  but  I  have 
r.'it  heard  that  it  demoralized  your  troops,  not- 
w:ibatanding  the  severe  losses  they  sustained  in 
«3rt:ting  it 

A  new  base  on  the  Rappahannock,  at  Freder- 
ichburgh,  brings  you  within  about  sixty  miles 
'I  Richmond,  and  secures  a  reenforcement  of 
''  '^v  or  fiily  thousand  fresh  and  disciplined 
^'^"'('is  The  change,  with  such  advantages,  will, 
I  think,  if  properly  represented  to  your  army, 
cficuurage  rather  than  demoralize  your  troops. 
Moreover,  you  yourself  suggested  that  a  junction 
t>><^'ht  be  effected  at  Yorktown,  but  that  a  fiank 
''i^rch  across  the  Peninsula  would  be  more  haz- 
-fdous  than  to  retire  to  Fort  Monroe.  You  will 
f^fl^mber  that  Yorktown  is  two  or  three  miles 
turtiier  from  Richmond  than  Fredericksbui^h  is. 
You  VL«-Doc.  16 


Besides,  the  latter  is  between  Richmond  and 
Washington,  and  covers  Washington  f^om  any 
attack  by  the  enemy. 

The  political  effect  of  the  withdrawal  may  at 
first  look  unfavorable,  but  I  think  the  public  are 
beginning  to  understand  its  necessity,  and  that 
they  will  have  much  more  confidence  in  a  united 
army  than  in  its  separate  fragments.  But  you 
will  reply,  Why  not  reenforce  me  here,  so  that  I 
can  strike  Richmond  from  my  present  position  ? 
To  do  this,  you  said  at  our  interview  that  you 
required  fifty  thousand  additional  troops.  I  told 
you  that  it  was  impossible  to  give  you  so  many. 
You  finally  thought  you  would  have  ^^  some 
chance"  of  success  with  twenty  thousand,  but 
you  afterward  telegraphed  to  me  that  you  would 
require  thirty-five  thousand,  as  the  enemy  was 
being  largely  reinforced. 

If  your  estimate  of  the  enemy's  strength  was 
correct,  your  requisition  was  perfectly  reasonable, 
but  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  fill  it  until  new 
troops  could  be  enlisted  and  organized,  which 
would  require  several  weeks.  To  keep  your  army 
in  its  present  position  until  it  could  be  so  rein- 
forced would  almost  destroy  it  in  that  climate. 
The  months  of  August  and  September  are  almost 
fatal  to  whites  who  live  on  that  part  of  James 
River ;  and  even  after  you  got  the  rednforoements 
asked  for,  you  admitted  that  you  must  reduce 
Fort  Darling  and  the  river  batteries  before  you 
could  advance  on  Richmond.  It  is  by  no  means 
certain  that  the  reduction  of  these  fortifications 
would  not  require  considerable  time,  perhaps  as 
much  as  those  at  Yorktown.  This  delay  might 
not  only  be  fatal  to  the  health  of  your  army,  but 
in  the  mean  time  Gen.  Pope's  forces  would  be  ex- 
posed to  the  heavy  blows  of  the  enemy,  without 
the  slightest  hope  of  assistance  from  you. 

In  regard  to  the  demoralizing  effect  of  a  with- 
drawal from  the  Peninsula  to  the  Rappahannock, 
I  must  remark  that  a  large  number  of  your  high- 
est officers — indeed  a  majority  of  those  whose 
opinions  have  been  reported  to  me — are  decidedly 
in  favor  of  the  movement  Even  several  of  those 
who  originally  advocated  the  line  gf  the  Peninsu- 
la now  advise  its  abandonment  I  have  not  in- 
quired, and  do  not  desire  to  know,  by  whose  ad- 
vice or  for  what  reasons  the  army  of  the  Potomac 
was  separated  into  two  parts,  with  the  enemy  be- 
fore them.  I  must  take  things  as  I  find  them. 
I  find  our  forces  divided,  and  I  wish  to  unite 
them.  Only  one  feasible  plan  has  been  present- 
ed for  doing  this.  If  you  or  any  one  else  had 
presented  a  better  one,  I  certainly  should  have 
adopted  it ;  but  all  of  your  plans  require  ireSn- 
forcements  which  it  is  impossible  to  give  you. 
It  is  very  easy  to  ask  for  reenforcements,  but  it 
is  not  so  easy  to  give  them  when  you  have  no 
disposable  troops  at  your  command.  I  have 
written  very  plainly,  as  I  understand  the  case, 
and  I  hope  you  will  give  me  credit  for  having 
carefully  considered  the  matter,  although  I  may 
have  arrived  at  different  conclusions  from  your 
own.     Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.   W.   Hallbck,  Oeneral-in-Chiet 

Official  Copy:  J.  G.  Kelton,  Asiiat..A4jfc-0eii. 
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EXHIBIT   NO.  8. 

Hbaoquaxtbu  Abut  w  VisonnA, ) 
[Na  58.]  Aognst  25—9  r.  m.     f 

Mi^or- General  Balleek,  Commander-iih-Chirf : 

The  calumn  of  the  enemy  alluded  to  in  my 
despatch  of  half-past  twelve  p.m.  to-day,  passed 
Gaines  Gross-Roads,  and  when  last  seen  near 
sunset  was  passing  to  the  north-east  under  the 
east  base  of  Buck  Mountain  in  the  direction  of 
Salem  and  Rectortown.  I  am  inclined  to  believe 
that  this  column  is  only  covering  the  flank  of  the 
main  body,  which  is  moving  toward  Front  Royal 
and  Thornton's  Gap,  though  of  this  I  am  not 
certain.  I  shall  push  a  strong  reconnoissance 
across  the  river  at  Waterloo  bridge  and  Sulphur 
Springs  early  in  the  morning,  to  ascertain  whether 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy  has  really  left,  and 
if  so,  to  push  forward  in  their  rear.  There  is 
certainly  no  force  opposite  Rappahannock  Station. 
McDoweirs  is  the  only  corps,  that  is  at  all  relia- 
ble, that  I  hav& 

Sigel,  as  you  know,  is  perfectly  unreliable,  and 
I  suggest  that  some  oflScer  of  superior  rank  be 
sent  to  command  his  army  corps.  His  conduct 
to-day  has  occasioned  me  great  dissatisfaction. 
Banks's  corps  is  very  weak,  not  amounting  to 
more  than  five  thousand  men,  and  is  much  de- 
moralized. Kearny's  division  is  the  only  one 
that  has  yet  reached  me  from  Alexandria.  1  shall, 
at  all  events,  push  McDo well's  crops  and  Kear- 
ny's division  upon  the  enemy's  rear.  If  I  find 
my  suspicions  confirmed  in  the  morning,  I  shall 
also  put  Reno  across  the  river  at  Rappahannock 
Station,  and  direct  him  to  move  forward  cautious- 
ly upon  Culpeper.  Banks's  corps  must  be  left 
somewhere  in  the  rear,  to  be  set  up  again. 
Sigel's  corps^  although  composed  of  some  of  the 
best  fighting  material  we  have,  will  never  do 
much  service  under  that  officer.  I  will  com- 
municate further  with  you  in  the  morning. 

John  Popb, 

lI^Jor-Qeneral. 
EXHIBIT  NO.   & 

Was  DBPAKTsunr— WASHixoToir  Crrr,  I 

October  S7, 1808.     f 

General  :  It  has  been  publicly  stated  that  the 
army  under  Gen.  McClellan  has  been  unable  to 
move  during  the  fine  weather  of  this  fall  for 
want  of  shoes,  clothing,  and  other  supplies. 
You  will  please  report  to  this  department  upon 
the  followmg  points : 

1.  To  whom  and  in  what  manner  the  requisi- 
tions for  supplies  to  the  army  under  General 
McClellan  have  been  made  since  you  assumed 
command  as  General-in-Chief,  and  whether  any 
requisition  for  supplies  of  any  kind  has  since 
that  time  been  made  upon  the  Secretary  of  War, 
or  communication  had  with  him  except  through 
you. 

2.  If  you,  as  General-in-Chief^  have  taken  pains 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  army  in  respect 
to  supplies  of  shoes,  clothing,  arms,  and  other 
necessaries,  and  whether  there  had  been  any 
neglect  or  delay  by  any  department,  or  bureau, 
in  filling  the  requisitions  for  supplies,  and  what 
'has  been  and  is  the  condition  of  that  army  as 
•compared  with  other  armies  in  respect  to  supplies. 


8.  At  what  time  after  the  battle  of  AntieUm 
the  orders  to  advance  against  the  enemy  were 
given  to  General  McClellan,  and  how  often  hare 
they  been  repeated.  ^ 

4.  Whether,  in  your  opinion,  there  has  been 
any  want  in  the  army,  under  Gen.  McClellan,  of 
shoes,  clothing,  arms,  or  other  equipments,  or 
supplies,  that  ought  to  have  prevented  its  adrance 
against  the  enemy,  when  the  order  was  given. 

6.  How  long  was  it  after  the  orders  to  adrtoce 
were  given  to  Gen.  McClellan,  before  he  informed 
you  that  any  shoes  or  clothing  were  wanted  in 
his  army,  and  what  are  his  means  of  oommani* 
eating  the  wants  of  the  army  to  you  or  the  proper 
Bureaus  of  the  War  Departaient  ? 

Yours  truly,  Edwin  M.  Staitkw. 

SeactaiTarWir. 

Major-General  Hallbgk, 

Orncuu  GkaeraMn-Cnilcl 

WABnifQTogr,  October  Sa,  IW. 

Hon.  B,  M.  Stanton^  Secretary  0/  War : 

Sir:  In  reply  to  the  several  interrogation^ 
contained  in  your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  to 
report: 

1.  That  requisitions  for  supplies  to  the  vems 
under  Gen.  McClellan  are  made  by  his  sUff-ofi* 
cers  on  the  chiefs  of  bureaus  here ;  that  i^  for 
quartermaster's  supplies  by  his  Chief  Quarter- 
master  on  the  Quartermaster  Genera] ;  for  com- 
missary supplies,  by  his  Chi^  Commisaarr  on 
the  Commissary  General,  etc  No  such  requ!4- 
tionfi  have  been  to  my  knowledge  made  upon  chs 
Secretary  of  War  and  none  on  the  General-tn- 
Chiet 

2  On  several  occasions  General  Mc(^<llan  ha« 
telegraphed  to  me  that  his  army  was  deficient  b 
certain  supplies.  All  these  tdegrams  were  im- 
mediately referred  to  the  heads  of  bureaus  with 
orders  to  report  It  was  ascertained  that  in  ererj 
instance  the  requisitions  had  bem  imraediateir 
filled,  except  where  the  Quartennaster  Genenl 
had  been  obliged  to  send  from  Philadelphia  ctT> 
tain  articles  of  clothing,  tents,  eta,  not  haTia^ 
a  full  supply  here. 

There  has  not  been,  so  far  as  I  ooald  asoertaio. 
%^Y  neglect  or  delay  in  any  department  or  bureao 
in  issuing  all  supplies  asked  for  by  Gren.  McClelha 
or  by  the  officers  of  his  staff.  Delays  have  oro- 
sionally  occurred  in  forwarding  sappiies  by  nO 
on  account  of  the  crowded  condition  of  the  depots, 
or  of  a  want  of  cars,  but,  whenever  notified  of 
this,  agents  have  been  sent  out  to  remove  the 
difficulty,  under  the  excellent  saperintendenoe  of 
Gen.  Haupt  I  think  these  delays  have  been  iesa 
frequent  and  of  shorter  duration  than  is  usual  with 
freight  trains.  Any  army  of  the  siae  of  that 
under  Gen.  McClellan  will  fi^aently  be  for  sonic 
days  without  the  supplies  asked  for,  on  acomir.t 
of  neglect  in  making  timely  requisitioRs;  and  un- 
avoidable delays  in  forwarding  them,  and  in  d^a 
tributing  them  to  the  different  brigades  and  re>*>- 
ments. 

From  all  the  information  I  can  obtain,  I  am  ^ 
opinion  that  the  requisitions  firom  th^t  army  btT« 
been  filled  more  promptly,  and  that  the  men,  aa 
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&  general  rule,  have  been  better  supplied,  than 
our  annies  operating  in  the  West  The  latter 
have  operated  at  much  greater  distances  from 
the  soarces  of  supply,  and  have  had  far  less  facili- 
ties for  transportation.  In  fine,  I  believe  that  no 
armies  in  the  world  while  en  eampcigns^  have 
been  more  promptly  or  better  supplied  than  ours. 
3u  Soon  after  the  battle  of  Antietam,  General 
llcCIeilan  was  urged  to  give  me  information  of 
lis  intended  movements,  in  order  that,  if  he 
moved  between  the  enemy  and  Washington  re- 
enforcements  could  be  sent  from  this  place.  On 
the  first  of  October,  finding  that  he  purposed  to 
operate  from  Harper's  Ferry,  I  urged  him  to  cross 
the  river  at  once  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy, 
f^ntiog  out  to  him  the  disadvantages  of  delaying 
till  the  autumn  rains  had  swollen  the  Potomac 
ind  impaired  the  roads.  On  the  sixth  of  Octo- 
W  he  was  peremptorily  ordered :  "  To  cross  the 
Potomac  and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  or  drive 
him  south.  Your  army  must  move  now,  while 
the  roads  are  good.*^  It  will  be  observed  that 
three  weeks  have  elapsed  since  this  order  was 
P^en. 

4.  In  my  opinion,  there  has  been  no  such  want 
^supplies  in  the  army  under  General  McClellan 
is  to  prevent  his  compliance  with  orders  to  ad- 
vance i^inst  the  enemy.  Had  he  moved  to  the 
5^uth  gide  of  the  Potomac,  he  could  have  received 
^h  supplies  at  most  as  readily  as  by  remaining 
iMctive  on  the  north  side. 

5.  On  the  seventh  of  October,  in  a  telegram 
is  regard  to  his  intended  movements,  General 
Mellan  stated  that  it  would  require  at  least 
fjine  days  to  supply  the  First,  FiOh,  and  Sixth 
^^ ;  that  they  needed  shoes  and  other  indis- 
{K'Dsable  aKides  of  clothing,  as  well  as  shelter- 
^t£.  Xo  oomplunt  was  made  that  any  requisi- 
^^i  had  not  been  filled,  and  it  was  inferred  from 
bi»  language  that  he  was  only  waiting  for  the 
^tnbation  of  his  supplies.  On  the  eleventh,  he 
^Ci^aphed  that  a  portion  of  his  supplies  sent  by 
nil  had  been  delayed. 

As  already  stated,  agents  were  immediately 
^t  from  here  to  ioTestigate  this  complaint,  and 
^^v  reported  that  every  thing  had  gone  forward. 
<^n  the  same  date,  the  eleventh,  he  spoke  of  many 
9f  his  bories  b^ng  broken  down  by  fatigue.  On 
the  twelfth,  he  complained  that  the  rate  of  supply 
^*&  only  one  hundred  and  fifty  horses  per  week 
^  the  entire  army  there  and  in  front  of  Wash- 
uigtOQ.  I  immediately  directed  the  Quarter- 
^^ter-General  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  and 
^  r^rt  why  a  larger  supply  was  not  furnished. 
^im.  Uetgs  reported  on  the  fourteenth,  that  the 
iTenge  issue  of  horses  to  Gen.  McGlellan^s  army 
'^  the  field  and  in  front  of  Washington  for  the 
prerioos  six  weeks  had  been  one  thousand  four 
hundred  and  fifty  per  week,  or  eight  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  fifty-four  in  all ;  in  addition, 
^t  Urge  numbers  of  mules  had  been  supplied, 
lod  t^uit  the  number  of  animals  with  General 
ItcClellan's  army  on  the  Upper  Potomac  was 
^v  tliirty  thousand.  He  also  reported  that  he 
*^  then  sending  to  that  army  all  the  horses  he 
conld  procure. 


On  the  eighteenth.  Gen.  McClellan  stated ;  "  In 
regard  to  Gen.  Meigs^s  report  that  he  had  filled 
every  requisition  for  shoes  and  clothing,  General 
Meigs  may  have  ordered  these  articles  to  be  for- 
warded, but  they  have  not  reached  our  depots, 
and  unless  greater  efibrt  to  insure  prompt  trans- 
mission is  made  by  the  department  of  which  Gen. 
Meigs  is  the  head,  they  might  as  well  remain  in 
New- York  or  Philadelphia,  so  far  as  this  army  is 
concerned.*'  I  immodiately  called  Gen.  Meigs's 
attention  to  this  apparent  neglect  of  his  depart- 
ment On  the  twenty-fifi;h,  he  reported  as  the 
result  of  his  investigation,  that  forty-eight  thou- 
sand pairs  of  boots  and  shoes  had  been  received 
by  the  Quartermaster  of  Gen.  McGlellan's  army 
at  Harper's  Ferry,  Frederick,  and  Hagerstown ; 
that  twenty  thousand  pairs  were  at  Harper's 
Ferry  depot  on  the  twenty-first ;  that  ten  thou- 
sand more  were  on  their  way,  and  fifteen  thousand 
more  ordered. 

Col.  Ingals,  Aid-de-Camp  and  Chief  Quarter- 
master to  Gen.  McClellan,  telegraphed  on  the 
twenty-fifth :  **  The  suffering  for  want  of  clothing 
is  exaggerated,  I  think,  and  certainly  might  have 
been  avoided  by  timely  requisitions  of  regimental 
and  brigade  commanders."  On  the  twenty- 
fourth,  he  telegraphed  to  the  Quartermaster- 
General  that :  **  The  clothing  was  not  detained  in 
cars  at  the  depots.  Such  complaints  are  ground- 
less. The  fact  is,  the  clothing  arrives  and  is  is- 
sued, but  more  is  still  wanted,  I  have  ordered 
more  than  would  seem  necessary  from  any  data 
furnished  me,  and  I  beg  to  remind  you  that  you 
have  always  very  promptly  met  all  my  requisi- 
tions. As  far  as  clothing  is  concerned,  our  de- 
partment is  not  at  fault  It  provides  as  soon  as 
due  notice  is  given.  I  foresee  no  time  when  an 
army  of  over  one  hundred  thousand  men  will  not 
call  for  clothing  and  other  articles." 

In  regard  to  Gen.  McClellan's  means  of  prompt- 
ly communicating  the  wants  of  his  army  to  me, 
or  to  the  proper  bureaus  of  the  War  Department^ 
I  report  that,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  mails, 
he  has  been  in  hourly  communication  with  Wash- 
ington by  telegraph.  It  is  due  .to  Gen.  Meigs 
that  I  should  submit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  tele- 
gram received  by  him  firom  Gen.  McClellan. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Hallbcc, 

General-ln-Gliief 

Official  Ooft. — J.  0.  Kelton, 

Assistant  A^utant^eneraL 
UamcD  Statb  Milttast  Tw.ioaikPH. 

Received  October  22,  1862,  9.40  p.m.,  from 

McClellan's  Headquarters : 

To  Brigadier- General  Meiga : 

Tour  despatch  of  this  date  is  received.  I  have 
never  intended  in  any  letter  or  despatch  to  make 
any  accusation  against  yourself  or  your  depart- 
ment, for  not  furnishing  or  forwarding  clothing  as 
rapidly  as  it  was  possible  for  you  to  do.  f  do 
believe  that  every  thing  has  been  done  that  could 
be  done  in  this  respect,  both  by  yourself  and  de- 
partment The  idea  that  I  have  tried  to  convey 
was,  that  certain  portions  of  the  command  were 
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without  clothing,  and  the  army  could  not  moye 
until  it  was  supplied.       Geo.  li.  McClellan, 

MaJor-GeneraL 

Official  Copt  :  J.  0.  Kelton, 

Assistant  A^Jntant-Gtenenl. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  telegram  of  the 
sixth  instant : 

WisHiNOTOir,  D.  C,  October  6, 1883. 

Major- General  McClellan  : 

I  am  instructed  to  telegraph  jou  as  follows : 
The  President  directs  that  jou  cross  the  Potomac 
and  give  battle  to  the  enemy  or  drive  him  south. 
Your  army  must  move  now  while  the  roads  are 
good.  If  you  cross  the  river  between  the  enemy 
and  Washington,  and  cover  the  latter  by  your 
line  of  operation,  you  can  be  reenforced  with 
thirty  thousand  men.  If  you  move  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Shenandoah,  not  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  thousand  can  be  sent  to  you.  The 
President  advises  the  interior  line  between  Wash- 
ington and  the  enemy,  but  does  not  order  it  He 
is  very  desirous  that  your  army  move  as  soon  as 
possible.  You  will  immediately  report  what  line 
you  adopt  and  when  you  intend  to  cross  the  river. 
Also  to  what  point  the  reenforcements  are  to  be 
sent  It  is  necessary  that  the  plan  of  your  ope- 
rations be  positively  determined  on  before  orders 
are  given  for  building  bridges  and  repairing  rail- 
roads. I  am  directed  to  add  that  the  Secretary 
of  War  and  the  General-in-Chief  fully  concur 
with  the  President  in  these  Ihstructions. 

H.  W.  Halleck, 

General-in-Chlef. 


Doc.  59. 


SURRENDER  OP   WINCHESTER,   VA. 

Camf  or  SicoND  DiTisiojf  Twklith  Abmt  Cokps,  ) 
•  BouTAB  HnoHTS,  Va.,  Dec  7, 1S02.     f 

Another  successful  reconnoissance  was  made 
from  this  place  on  the  morning  of  the  second  in- 
stant, (Tuesday.)  Our  force  consisted  of  three 
thousand  infantry  from  the  three  brigades  of  the 
division,  twelve  pieces  of  artillery,  four  pieces 
respectively  from  Knapp's,  Hampton^ s,  and  Mc- 
Gilvery*s  batteries,  and  one  company  of  the  first 
battalion  Indiana  cavalry,  with  one  day's  cooked 
rations  in  haversack,  and  five  days*  rations  car- 
ried in  wagon.  The  column  was  formed  by  Gen. 
Geary  in  person,  and  moved  at  half-past  six 
A.m.,  out  the  Charleston  and  Winchester  turnpike. 
About  half-past  eight  a.m.  we  reached  Charles* 
ton,  where  we  unexpectedly  encountered  a  com- 
pany of  rebel  cavalry.  A  brisk  skirmish  ensued, 
in  which  the  rebs  were  routed  and  made  good 
time  on  a  run  toward  Winchester.  We  advanced 
cautiously  on  toward  Berryville,  which  we  reach- 
ed toward  evening,  and  found  a  r^ment  of  rebel 
cavalry  upon  a  hill,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle. 
A  few  pieces  of  artillery  were  soon  placed  in 
position,  and  some  shell  sent  among  them,  soon 
dispersing  them  on  the  road  toward  Winchester. 
General  Geary  immediately  moved  the  forces  for- 
ward, with  the  cavalry  thrown  out  as  skirmish- 


ers. When  about  two  miles  out  from  BerTjTino, 
the  firing  was  again  renewed  between  our  skir- 
mishers and  the  rebel  cavalry.  Just  as  our  in- 
fantry reached  the  scene  of  action,  the  rebel  cav- 
alry were  making  a  charge  upon  our  skirmishers. 
A  few  pieces  of  artillery  were  soon  brought  for- 
ward, unlimbered,  and  a  few  canister-shot  thrown 
among  them ;  at  the  same  time  the  Seventh  Obio 
infan^  poured  a  volley  of  musketry  into  them, 
scattenng  them  in  all  directions,  killing  four, 
wounding  twenty,  and  disabling  seven  horses. 
None  of  our  forces  were  injured.  By  this  time 
it  was  dark,  and  we  bivouacked  for  the  night  on 
the  grounds  of  the  scene  of  actioa  So  ended  our 
first  day  out 

Here,  also,  information  was  rec^ved  that  ibe 
rebel  General  A.  P.  Hill,  with 'fifteen  thousand 
men,  was  at  Winchester.  This  threw  somewb&t 
of  a  damper  on  our  party,  so  we  remained  nearly 
all  of  the  second  day  (Wednesday)  at  B^ryrille, 
manoeuvring  around  and  moving  forward  only 
about  three  miles  toward  Opequon  Creek,  wbere 
we  bivouacked  for  the  second  night  Someoi 
the  rebel  cavalry  again  showing  themselves  here, 
our  artillery  was  again  opened  upon  them,  and  tbej 
skedaddled  toward  Winchester.  At  this  point  Gea 
Geary  held  a  council  of  war  with  his  general  of- 
ficers, the  General  informing  them  that  he  pre- 
ferred being  whipped  rather  than  turn  back  acd 
not  have  definite  information  from  the  eneisj. 

Next  morning  (Thursday)  we  moved  cautiou?^ 
ly  forward  until  about  ten  o^dock  a.il,  when  we 
came  in  sight  of  Winchester,  with  a  line  of  rebel 
cavalry  in  view  drawn  up  to  dispute  our  entrance 
into  the  town.  The  column  was  halted,  and  a 
line  of  battle  formed.  The  two  forts  built  bv 
Gen.  White,  while  he  held  that  place,  froira^l 
down  upon  us  with  an  ugly  look.  It  was  s^»n 
ascertained  that  there  were  no  guns  mounted  on 
the  forts. 

At  this  point,  Gen.  Geary  sent  a  flag  of  truce 
to  Winchester,  demanding  an  unconditional  sur- 
render of  the  place.  The  flag  was  borne  by  A. 
Ball,  Surgeon  Fifth  Ohio,  and  Medical  Director  cf 
Second  division,  and  Captain  Shannon,  of  Gta 
Jackson^s  staff.    The  demand  was  as  follows : 

• 
Hbadquastsbs,  Ass  Bollov,  \ 
December  4, 1S61    i 

To  the  Hon.  May  or ^  or  Ghitf  Officer  of  the  City 

of  Winchester,  Va,: 

Sir  :  I  am  credibly  informed  by  a  lai^  muB- 
her  of  citizens,  that  your  city  has  been  receDtly 
evacuated  by  the  military. 

Unwilling  to  shed  blood,  and  destroy  propertt 
unnecessarily,  I  demand  an  instant  and  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  the  city,  pledging  you,  how- 
ever, that  the  persons  of  non-<iombatants,  ani 
private  property,  shall  be  duly  respected. 

If  you  decline  to  accept  these  terms,  I  will  in^- 
mediately  move  upon  the  city,  in  full  force. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully, 

JoEiN  W.  Geart, 

Brigedier-Qenenl  Onuaa&iU* 

In  a  short  time  they  returned  with  a  reply  from 
Major  Myerses  cavalry,  as  follows : 
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Nkab  WmcHBTBt,  Va.,  Dec.  4, 18C9w 

Brig.-Gen^  Geary ^  ConCg  Federal  Forces  : 

General  :  The  city  of  Winchester  will  be  evac- 
uated in  an  hour's  time,  by  the  military  forces 
under  my  command,  which  time  I  would  request 
for  Tou  to  be  pleased  to  observe,  to  give  non-com- 
batants, desirous  of  leaving  the  town,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  do  so. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  your  obedient 
servant,  Samuel  B.  Mters, 

Mi^oi'  Seventh  Virginia  Cavalry. 

This  the  General  refused,  sending  back  Doctor 
Ball  to  inform  Major  Myers  that  our  column 
would  move  forward  without  delay  into  the  town, 
and  that  the  citizens  would  not  be  allowed  to 
leave  and  would  not  be  disturbed,  unless  our 
troops  were  fired  upon  by  them ;  but  the  Major 
had  made  good  his  time  and  made  himself  scarce, 
and  was  nowhere  to  be  found.  The  Doctor  went 
on  and  demanded  the  surrender  from  the  Mayor 
of  the  town,  which  was  given,  as  follows : 

WinamriB,  Dec  4, 1861 

T$  Brigadier- General  J,  Geary  : 

The  military  have  all  withdrawn  from  the  town, 
and  DO  resistance  will  be  made,  upon  your  assur- 
2Qce  of  protection  to  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  town.  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 

J.  B.  T.  Reed, 

Mayor  of  Winchester,  Va. 

Up  to  the  return  of  the  flag  of  truce.  General 
Oearr  expected  a  battla  Upon  the  receipt  of 
the  Mayoi^s  reply,  the  General  advanced  the 
column  up  to  the  forts  and  halted.  The  Doctor 
also  ascertained  that  the  small-pox  was  prevalent 
io  the  town,  and  to  avoid  this  contagious  disease, 
the  troops  were  advanced  no  further.  The  Gen- 
^land  staff  alone  going  into  the  forts  and  town, 
and  taking  formal  possession.  As  the  General 
tnd  staff  went  into  the  fort,  the  army  below  gave 
three  cheers  for  the  General.  Upon  a  hill  beyond 
the  town,  the  eneaiy'a  cavalry  were  looking  on ; 
they  also  threw  up  their  hats  and  cheered,  but 
the  General  soon  put  a  stop  to  their  sport,  by 
sending  a  few  well-^ected  shells  among  them, 
Uid  they  nude  themselves  scarca 

0r.  ikll,  and  Lieut  Davis,  A.D.G.  on  General 
Ocary's'stafi^. paroled  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fi^e  rebel  sick,  in  the  various  hospitals  in  town. 

About  three  p.m.  the  General  ordered  a  coun- 
termarch, and  the  column  moved  homeward  down 
the  MartinsbuTgh  pike,  halting  at  sunset  about 
»x  miles  from  Winchester,  and  bivouacking  for 
the  night  At  daylight  next  morning  (Friday) 
the  column  resumcKl  the  march,  passing  through 
Bunker  HiU  at  nine  A.1L,  and  reaching  Smithfield 
it  twelve  K.  At  this  point  a  severe  snow-storm 
^ose,  and  the  wind  blew  cold  and  biting.  The 
column  pressed  on  and  halted  about  three  miles 
^uth  of  Gharlestown,  and  bivouacked  for  the 
i^ight  Notwithstanding  the  severe  snow-storm 
V)d  cold  night,  the  boys  rested  very  comfortably, 
^nd  not  seriously  inconvenienced,  and  on  the 
^xt  morning  (Saturday)  were  as  ioyous  and 
%bt-hearted  as  though  the  winter  bUst  had  no 


power  to  blight  their  energies.  The  prospect  of 
soon  reaching  camp  brightened  the  faces  of  all. 
We  marched  through  Charlestown  with  colors 
flying,  trudging  through  the  snow,  while  ever 
and  anon  a  fierce  blast  of  wind  would  sweep 
into  our  faces  from  over  the  plains  on  either  side, 
reminding  us  that  we  had  other  foes  to  encounter 
beside  the  rebel  soldiery.  At  last,  twelve  v.,  we 
arrived  at  Bolivar,  the  boys  marching  in  proudly, 
each  regiment  to  its  own  encampment,  with  as 
light  hearts  as  though  they  had  just  started  out, 
instead  of  just  coming  back  from  a  five  days*  ex- 
pedition. We  did  not  lose  a  single  man,  killed 
or  wounded,  but  some  five  or  six  stragglers  were 
captured. 

The  results  of  the  reconnoissance  were  such 
as  to  satisfy  us  positively  that  there  are  no  con- 
siderable bodies  of  rebels  in  this  vicinity,  beyond 
the  guerrillas  and  bushwhackers,  who  will  linger 
here  as  long  as  the  war  exists. 

On  this  expedition,  the  want  of  the  requisite 
number  of  cavalry,  so  essential  to  reconnois- 
sances,  was  severely  felt ;  the  command  had  to 
grope,  as  it  were,  almost  entirely  in  the  dark,  as 
the  number  of  cavalry  with  us  did  not  exceed 
sixty  men. 

Dr.  Ball  informs  me,  that  while  in  town,  and 
after  it  became  known  that  the  Mayor  had  sur- 
rendered the  town  to  the  Federals,  the  citizens 
became  iubilant,  the  ladies  waving  American  fiags 
and  pocket-handkerchiefs,  and  very  anxious  that 
our  forces  should  come  in  and  take  possession, 
showing  their  satisfaction  generally  in  their  May- 
or's doings.    This  shows  quite  a  different  state  of 

feeling  of  the  citizens  to  what  it  wa^  last  spring. 

—Oinoinnati  Oommtreial, 
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GENERAL  HINDMAN'S  ADDRESS. 

General  Hindhan  issued  the  following  ad- 
dress to  his  soldiers  before  making  his  attack 
upon  the  national  forces  in  Arkansas : 

HlADQUABmS  FtltST  OOBPB,  TaiHS-MlBSIBSIPn  I 

Armt,  u  TBI  FiBLD,  Dec  4, 1862.  f 

SoLDiSBS :  From  the  commencement  to  the 
end  of  the  battle,  bear  constantly  in  mind  what 
I  now  tell  you: 

First  Kever  fire  because  your  comrades  do, 
nor  because  the  enemy  does,  nor  because  you 
happen  to  see  the  enemy,  nor  for  the  sake  of 
firing  rapidly.  Always  wait  till  you  are  certainly 
withm  range  of  your  gun,  then  single  out  your 
nuui,  take  deliberate  aim,  as  low  down  as  the 
knee,  and  fire. 

Second.  When  occasion  offers,  be  certain  to 
pick  off  the  enemy's  officers,  especially  the 
mounted  ones,  and  to  kill  his  artillery  horses. 

Third.  Don't  shout  except  when  you  charge 
the  enemy — as  a  general  thing  keep  silent,  that 
orders  may  be  heard.  Obey  the  orders  of  your 
officers,  but  pay  no  attention  to  idle  rumors  or 
the  words  of  unauthorized  persons. 

Fourth.  Don't  stop  with  your  wounded  com- 
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rade ;  the  surgeons  and  inflnnaiy  corps  will  take 
care  of  him ;  do  you  go  forward  and  avenge  him. 

Fifth.  Don't  break  ranks  to  plunder;  if  we 
whip  the  enemy,  all  he  has  will  be  ours ;  if  not, 
the  spoils  will  be  of  no  benefit  to  us.  Plunder- 
ers and  stragglers  will  be  put  to  death  on  the 
spot  FUe-closers  are  especially  charged^  with 
this  duty.  The  cavab^  in  rear  will  likewise  at- 
tend to  it 

Remember  that  the  enemy  you  engage  has  no 
feeling  of  mercy  or  kindness  toward  you.  His 
ranks  are  made  up  of  Pin  Indians,  free  negroes, 
Southern  tories,  Kansas  Jayhawkers,  and  hired 
Dutch  cut-throats. 

These  bloody  ruffians  have  invaded  your  coun- 
try, stolen  and  destroyed  your  property,  mur- 
dered your  neighbors,  outraged  your  women^ 
driven  your  children  from  their  homes,  and  de- 
filed the  graves  of  your  kindred.  If  each  man 
of  you  will  do  what  I  have  urged  upon  you,  we 
will  utteziy  destroy  them.  We  can  do  this ;  we 
must  do  it ;  our  country  will  be  ruined  if  we 
fail 

A  just  Qod  will  strengthen  our  arms  and  give 
us  a  glorious  victory.  * 

T.    C:  HlNDMAN, 
ICi^or-Oeiienl  Commanding. 

R.  0.  Newton,  A.A.G. 
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OPERATIONS  IN  MISSISSIPPI 

BXPORT  OF  GENERAL  a  0.  WASHBURN. 

HSADQtJABTBIS  CATALST  DmnOlV,  MOVTR  ) 

or  Gold  Watib  Ritu,  Miaa.,  Dec.  4, 18$2.  f 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  regard 
to  the  operations  of  the  forces  placed  under  my 
command,  in  connection  with  the  expedition  into 
Mississippi,  that  the  force  was  embarked  and 
sailed  fh>m  Helena  at  about  two  o^clock  p.k.  on 
Thursday,  November  twenty-seventh.  The  em- 
barkation was  delayed  several  hours  in  conse- 
quence of  insufficient  transportation,  and  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  (Quartermaster  in  not 
having  the  boats,  which  had  been  long  in  port, 
properly  coaled  and  in  readiness.  In  consequence 
I  was  not  able  to  make  my  landing  at  DelUi,  and 
disembark  the  cavah^  forces  which  composed  my 
command  till  after  dark. 

The  force  I  had  with  me  was  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  strong,  and  consist- 
ed of  detachments  from  the  following  regiments, 
namely : 

Commander.  No.  Men. 

Ftnt  Indiana  Caralrj, Capt  Walker, 800 

Ninth  Illinois  Cayalry, Mijor  BIrge, ISO 

Third  Iowa  OaTalrj, Mi^Jor  flcott, 188 

Fourth  Iowa  Gavalrj Oapt.  Perkins, 200 

Fifth  imnola  Garalry, Bl^lorSelef, 212 

1,0S0 

The  above  I  formed  into  oiie  brigade  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Hale  Wilson,  of  the  Fi^ 
Illinois  cavalry. 

Commander.  No.  Hen. 

Bbth  Missouri  Oaralry, M^or  Uarkins, 150 

Fifth  Kansas  Oayalry, LlenU-OoL  Jenkins, 203 

T«nUi  IlUnola  Oaral^, Gapt.  Audorson, 93 


Third  Illinois  Oaralry, Ueut-OoL  Rnftglci, SW 

Second  Wisconsin  Oairalr]r,....Lient-OoL  SterUag, SS 

The  last-named  were  placed  under  comm&nd 
of  Colonel  Thomas  Stephens,  Second  Wisconsin 
cavalry. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  landing,  I  took  up 
my  line  of  march  for  the  interior,  and  went  into 
camp  for  the  night,  about  eight  miles  from  the 
Mississippi  River.     I  took  with  me  no  baggSjce 
or  tents  of  any  kind,  and  about  three  (hjs' 
rations.     I  broke  camp  at  dayUght  on  Friday, 
and  inarched  thirty-five  miles  on  that  day  to  the 
west  bank  of  the  Tallahatchie  River,  just  below 
its  junction  with  the  Coldwater.     During  this 
day^s  march  we  captured  several  rebel  pKkets. 
We  found  that  reports  of  our  landing  had  pre- 
ceded us,  and  the  impresaon  prevailed  that  «rc 
were  approaching  in   great  force.      From  tho 
negroes  that  we  met  we  learned  that  there  was  a 
force  of  rebel  cavalry  encamped  at  the  mouth  of 
Coldwater,  and  that  a  large  party  of  negroes  had 
been  collected  near  there  to  blockade  the  road 
and  throw  up  fortifications.     Wishing  to  surpn>e 
them,  if  possible,  I  delayed  the  column  slightly. 
so  as  not  to  arrive  at  the  river  until  after  ni^hi- 
ifdL    As  we  approached  the  ferry  where  Uiey 
were  supposed  to  be  encamped,  I  ordered  Capt 
Walker,   who  commanded   the    detachment  of 
First  Indiana  cavalry,  to  dismount  a  party  of  his 
men  and  throw  them  forward  as  quietly  as  pos- 
sible to  the  bank  of  the  river,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  detach  his  horses  from  his  sniall  gun:» 
and  have  his  men  run  them  quietly  forward  by 
hand,  and  we  soon  came  in  sight  of  their  camp- 
fires  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  and  could 
distinctly  see  large  numbers  of  soldiers  moving 
around  them.    They  were  laughing,  talking,  hing- 
ing, and  enjoying  themselves  right  merrily.  Ca^I 
Walker  immediately  brought  his  guns  to  bear  at 
a  distance  of  about  three  hundred  yards,  and 
opened  out  with  all  force  at  once,  wmle  the  dis- 
mounted men  poured  a  volley  into  them  frt)m  the 
river  bank.    The  enemy  fled  with  the  utmcbi 
precipitation,   leaving   many  horses   and  amb 
upon  the  ground.     The  next  day,  five  of  them, 
very  seriously  wounded,  were  found  in  bou>e< 
by  the  road-side,  and  the  negroes  reported  tiut 
they  had  three  killed  during  the  engagement 

I  encamped  for  the  night  on  the  banks  o: 
Tallahatchie  River.  The  river  at  this  point  i^ 
deep  and  sluggish,  and  is  about  one  hundred  tiA 
twenty  yards  across.  We  here  found  a  fern*, 
with  one  ferry-boat  fortr  or  fifty  feet  in  Icng^i. 
It  was  my  intention  to  bridge  the  river  during  • 
the  night,  and  for  that  purpose  I  took  along  v^-iui 
me  five  tiiousand  feet  of  inch  pine  lumber^  ai.d 
five  small  boats  sent  fr^m  Memphis,  but  an  ex- 
amination of  the  boats  proved  them  to  be  Kaky 
and  worthless,  and  we  had  to  delay  operau<i.i« 
till  morning.  Being  convinced  that  the  moaa^ 
furnished  for  bridging  were  wholly  inademute,  I 
despatched  parties  up  the  Coldwater,  and  dow  n 
the  Tallahatchie  to  hunt  for  boats.  They  found 
two  large  flats  up  the  Coldwater,  but  they  foxii  >! 
'  the  river  full  of  snags,  and  it  was  not  imtil  Qfariy 
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four  o'clock  p.m.  th&t  they  suooeeded  in  gettang 
them  down.  By  balf-pmst  four  p.m.  I  had  the 
bridge  oompleted,  and  by  six  o'clock  p.m.  I  had 
my  entire  f<N'C8  of  cavaby  on  the  eastern  bank  of 
the  river.  My  design  then  was  to  march  my 
force  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  rear  of  the 
rebel  anny,  ana  destroy  his  telegraphic  and  rail- 
nrar  commanications.  To  do  the  latter  the  most 
eaecdTeiy,  I  thought  it  best  to  march  directly 
on  Grenada,  knowing  that  there  were  two  import- 
ant railroad  bridges  across  the  Yallabusha  Riyer, 
the  one  on  the  Mississippi  Central,  and  the  other 
oD  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Railroad. 

The  distance  to  make  to  reach  Grenada  was  fif- 
tjsz  miles,  but  by  pushing  hard  I  deemed  it  possi- 
ble to  reach  there  by  daylight  next  morning.  Af- 
tcT  proceeding  nearly  east,  along  the  Yockna  Creek 
about  eleven  mOes,  the  road  forks,  one  road  going 
to  Panola,  the  other  to  Charleston  and  Grenada. 
A  few  jards  from  the  forks  of  the  road,  on  the 
Panola  road,  is  a  ferry  across  the  Tockna,  and 
the  head  of  my  column  turned  down  the  Panola 
road  to  the  ferry  to  water  their  horses.  They 
vere  at  once  fired  upon  by  a  heavy  rebel  picket 
M^or  Hawkins,  of  thje  Sixth  Missouri,  immediately 
brrmght  his  small  howitzers  to  bear,  and  we  soon 
^ileDced  the  enemy  and  drove  him  away.  We  af- 
terward learned  &at  they  were  the  pickets  of  a 
carahy  force  of  three  hundred,  who  were  encamp- 
ed six  miles  up  the  Panola  road,  who,  on  hearing 
(JUT  guns,  supposed  we  were  bound  for  Panola, 
I'ti  they  returned  to  that  point  Alter  leaving 
this  poini  we  were  several  times  fired  upon  by 
the  pickets  of  the  enemy,  which  compelled  us  to 
(^  oar  way  during  the  night  At  daylight  I 
Cjond  myself  at  Preston,  a  little  town  sixteen 
utiles  from  Grenada.  When  I  arrived  here  I 
lound  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  reach 
Hardy  Station,  the  first  station  on  the  Mississippi 
and  Tennessee  Railroads,  in  time  to  intercept  thd 
Qp-train,  which  I  ascertained  usually  left  at  eight 
^v.  I  detached  Captain  A.  M.  Sherman,  Second 
^yisconsin  cavalry,  with  two  hundred  men  of  the 
^itmd.  Wisconsin  and  Fifth  Illinois  cavalry,  to 
^>s  over  to  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Bail- 
^  at  Gamer  Station,  which  was  only  four  miles 
div^tant,  and  destroy  the  telegraph  and  such  bridges 
^<  he  Goold  find,  and  if  possible  to  capt\n*e  the 
train.  He  burnt  one  bridge  over  one  hundred 
feet  long,  and  cut  the  telegraph.  He  was  also  in- 
structed on  leaving  Gamer  Station  to  cross  through 
the  voods  to  the  Mississippi  Central,  distance  of 
nine  miles  in  an  auT'line,  and  hunt  for  and  destroy 
^(%eg  and  cut  the  telegraph.  This  last,  from 
t^«  character  of  the  country  to  be  passed  over,  he 
found  would  be  impracticable.  The  train  fi-om 
Grenada  did  not  oome  up  with  the  remainder  of 
the  cdimm ;  I  passed  on  down  to  Grenada.  About 
l^ne  o'clock  i^x.,  my  horses  being  thoroughly 
jvled,  I  foond  it  necessary  to  stop  and  feed  and 
'"^  them,  which  I  did  for  about  two  hours ;  I 
^en  pressed  on  to  Hardy  Station  j  about  half  a 
Diile  bdow  the  station  I  found  a  bndge  about  one 
hundred  ieet  in  length,  which  I  burned,  and  des- 
^ycd  fte?enl  hundred  yards  of  telegraph-wire, 
uid  homed  one  passenger,  one  box,  and  ten  plat- 


form cars.  We  here  learned  that  information  of 
our  coming  had  preceded  us  by  several  hours,  and 
that  the  evening  previous  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred infantry  had  come  down  the  road  from  Pa- 
nola to  Grenada.  At  Hardy  Station  the  road  we 
travelled  crossed  the  railroad  and  passed  down 
between  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  and  Mis- 
sissippi Central  Railroad.  Passing  down  the  road 
toward  Grenada  for  about  two  miles,  we  heard 
fix>m  the  negroes  that  trains  of  cars  were  running 
all  night  down  the  Central  Railroad  toward  Gre- 
nada  loaded  with  soldiers.  Being  in  a  perfect  trap 
between  the  two  railroads,  in  a  low  and  densely 
wooded  bottom,  with  no  knowledge  in  regard  to 
roads,  and  knowing  that  they  had  had  time  to 
send  ample  forces  from  Abbeville,  I  deemed  it 
too  hazardous  to  proceed  further  in  that  direction. 
I  here  detailed  Major  Birge,  of  the  Ninth  Illinois 
cavalry,  with  one  hundred  men,  armed  with  car- 
bines, crowbars  and  axes,  and  directed  him  to 
cross  the  country  through  the  woods  and  cane- 
brakes  until  they  should  strike  the  Central  Mis* 
sissippi  Railroac^  and  then  destroy  the  telegraph 
and  all  the  bridges  they  could  find.  Thev  suc- 
cessfully performed  the  service,  destroying  the  tel- 
egraph, tearing  up  the  rail-track,  and  burning  one 
small  bridge,  being  the  only  one  they  could  find, 
they  having  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  track 
for  a  long  distance  each  way.  While  thus  em- 
ployed, a  train  of  cars  loaded  with  soldiers  came 
slowly  up  the  track  from  toward  Grenada,  appar- 
ently feeling  their  way,  to  find  out  where  we 
were.  They  fell  back  on  discovering  Major  Birge 
and  party.  Major  Birge  having  done  all  the  dam- 
age to  the  railroad  he  could,  fdl  back  to  the  main 
column.  By  this  time  it  was  nearly  night ;  my 
horses  and  men  were  too  thoroughly  tired  out 
and  my  knowledge  of  the  country  was  too  limited 
to  justify  me  in  perilling  my  whole  force  by  ven- 
turing further,  and  I  accordingly  fell  back  for 
about  fifteen  miles  and  encamped  for  the  night 
Before  doing  so  I  hesitated  as  to  the  route  I  should 
take  on  my  return.  I  was  at  the  point  where  the 
main  road  from  Abbeville  and  Cofieeville  inter- 
sected the  road  I  passed  down  upon,  about  five 
miles  from  Grenada.  I  felt  the  importance  of 
striking  Cofieeville,  and  destroying  some  bridges 
that  I  heard  of  there,  and  from  there  fall  back  vid 
Oakland,  on  the  Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Road. 
Cofieeville  was  thirteen  miles  off,  and  Oakland 
thirty ;  but,  on  reflection,  I  determined  not  to  do 
sa  Had  I  taken  the  other  road,  the  result  might 
have  proved  disastrous.  Sunday  night  a  force  of 
five  thousand  rebel  cavalry  came  into  Oakland  in 
pursuit  of  me,  with  two  field-pieces.  After  feed- 
ing and  resting  for  a  short  time,  they  proceeded 
on  to  Grenada  and  Coffeeville.  Had  I  taken  the 
other  road,  vid  Coffeeville,  and  the  only  other  one 
by  which  we  could  return,  we  should  have  en- 
countered this  force.  As  we  should  have  had  to 
go  into  camp  from  sheer  exhaustion  soon  after 
leaving  Coffeeville,  they  would,  no  doubt,  have 
come  upon  us  in  camp;  and,  with  more  than  dou- 
ble our  number,  and  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
ooun^,  they  would  have  had  us  at  great  disad- 
vantage.   On  Monday  morning  1  broke  camp,  four 
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miles  beyond  Charleston,  and  marched  to  Mitch- 
elFs  Cross-Roads,  twelve  miles  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Coldwater,  where  we  found  that  Gen.  Hovey 
had  sent  forward  to  that  point  about  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  infantry,  with' four  field-pieces. 
I  had  scarcely  arrived  at  MitchelFs  Cross-Roads, 
when  word  came  into  camp  that  two  companies 
of  infantry,  sent  out  by  Col.  Spicely  on  the  Pano- 
la road  as  a  picket,  were  fighting,  and  in  danger 
of  being  cut  off.     Without  an  instant's  waiting,  I 
threw  my  force  forward — Captain  Walker,  of  the 
First  Indiana,  with  his  little  howitzers  in  front,  and 
Major  Birge,  of  the  Ninth  Illinois  cavalry,  imme- 
diately following.     As  soon  as  we  came  in  sight 
of  the  enemy,Capt  Walker  and  Major  Birgebrought 
their  guns  into  position,  and  a  few  well-directed 
shots  sent  the  enemy  flying.     The  enemy  was 
posted  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yockna,  a  deep 
stream  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet 
wide,  crossed  by  a  ferry.     I  immediately  threw  a 
portion  of  Capt  Walker's  command  across  the 
stream,  who  pursued  them  lively  for  a  few  miles, 
until  further  pursuit  was  useless.    This  force  was 
part  of  Stark's  cavalry.   Being  now  entirely  out  of 
rations,  I  sent  in  to  the  mouth  of  the  Coldwater, 
where  the  supply  train  was,  for  two  days'  rations, 
to  be  sent  out  during  the  night,  intending  to  march 
early  next  inorning,  and  endeavor  to  reach  Coffee- 
ville.     My  men  had  their  horses  saddled  up,  and 
in  readiness  at  daylight,  but  no  rations  came. 
Owing  to  the  breaking-down  of  wagons,  they  did 
not  come  up  so  that  the  rations  could  be  distrib- 
uted before  two  o'clock  p.m.     This  day,  (Tuesday, 
Dec.  2,)  it  rained  incessantly  all  day.     Owing  to 
the  want  of  rations,  not  being  able  to  march  on 
Coffeeville,  and  knowing  that  the  enemy  were  in 
considerable  force  at  Panola,  on  the  Tallahatchie, 
fourteen  miles  from  my  camp,  where  they  had 
fortified  to  defend  the  crossing,  and  also  at  Bel- 
mont, seven  miles  further  up  vae  river,  I  conclud- 
ed that  I  would  go  up  there  and  reconnoitre,  and, 
if  possible,  drive  these  forces  away,  so  as  to  leave 
no  force  in  my  rear  when  I  should  move  toward 
Coffeeville  the  following  day.     I  left  camp  about 
two  P.H.,  and  rode  rapidly  to  Panola.    About  one 
and  a  half  miles  before  reaching  the  town,  we 
came  upon  their  camp,  (apparently  a  very  large 
one,)  but  we  found  nobody  to  receive  us,  they 
having  fied  the  night  before.     I  sent  Major  Birge 
with  the  Ninth  Illinois  cavalry  forward,  who  took 
possession  of  the  town,  and  captured  a  few  pris- 
oners.    We  also  ascertained  from  negroes  who 
had  been  at  work  on  the  fortifications  at  Belmont, 
that  they  abandoned  their  works  there,  and  fied 
in  great  precipitation  when  they  heard  of  our  ap- 
proach.    After  occupying  Panola  we  returned, 
same  night,  to  our  camp  near  Mitchell's  Cross- 
Roads.     I  did  not  disturb  the  railroad  at  Panola, 
or  burn  any  bridges,  having  rendered  it  useless  to 
the  rebels,  and  knowing  we  should  want  to  use  it 
very  shortly.     The  next  morning  early  I  took  up 
my  line  of  march  for  Coffeeville  vid  Oakland.     I 
ordered  Col.  Spicely,  who  was  in  command  of  the 
advanced  infantry  and  artillery  force,  to  throw 
forward  for  my  support  as  far  as  Oakland  six 
hundred  infantry,  and  two  field-pieces,  which  he 


did,  under  the  command  of  Lieut»-CoL  Torrence, 
Iowa  Thirtieth  infantry.  The  roads  were  very 
heavy,  and  the  march  was  tedious.  As  we  ap- 
proached Oakland,  information  was,  that  there 
was  no  enemy  there,  and  had  been  none  sine? 
Sunday  night,  but  about  one  mile  before  reach* 
ing  town,  the  advance-guard  fix>m  the  First  India- 
na came  in  sight  of  two  or  three  rebel  pickeu. 
Each  party  fiml,  and  the  pickets  fled,  hoUy  pur* 
sued. 

The  road  here  was  narrow,  and  the  ground  on 
both  sides  covered  with  a  dense  growth  of  small 
saplings,  with  a  fence  on  each  side.  The  advance 
immemately  formed  in  line,  so  far  as  the  nature 
of  the  ground  would  admit  They  found  the  rebels 
dismounted,  and  drawn  up  in  line  in  large  force 
in  a  most  advantageous  position.  The  advance 
stood  their  ground  manfully,  and  dellTered  their 
fire  with  great  coolness  and  precision.  After  de- 
livering their  fire,  the  enemy  chai^ged  upon  them 
in  great  force,  and  the  ground  being  such  as  to 
render  it  impossible  for  them  to  re-form,  they  were 
compelled  to  fidl  back  about  two  hundred  yards, 
to  an  opening  where  I  was  able  to  deploy  to  the 
right  and  left  of  the  road.  Supposing  that  this 
force  was  the  large  cavalry  force  that  occupied 
Oakland  on  Sunday  night,  I  felt  impelled  to  move 
with  much  caution,  and  beat  up  the  woods  as  1 
proceeded.  This  occupied  some  little  time,  we  in 
the  mean-time  having  got  our  howitzers  in  position 
and  shelled  the  woods  in  all  directions  where  an 
enemy  seemed  probable.  Advancing  with  our  Iir.<^N 
extended,  we  entered  the  town  just  in  time  to  g^t 
sight  of  the  enemy.  Col.  Stephens,  commandinr 
the  Second  brigade,  having  deployed  on  the  left 
was  first  to  enter  the  town,  and  as  soon  as  h« 
came  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  charged  upon  tbeiri, 
and  drove  them  with  great  rapidity  through  the 
town  and  down  the  road  to  Coffeeville.  We  cap- 
tured a  number  of  prisoners,  horses,  and  arms, 
and  five  thousand  rounds  of  Mini6  ball-cartridgea; 
and  we  found,  at  different  houses  in  town,  about 
a  dozen  so  badly  wounded  that  they  could  not  be 
taken  away — among  them  Captain  (xriflSa  of  the 
First  Texas  Legion,  whose  arm  was  shattered  by 
a  pistol-ball.  Some  of  their  wounded  were  &tai- 
ly  so.  I  have  to  report  no  loss  of  men  during  the 
engagement,  but  about  ten  were  wounded,  only 
one  of  whom  seriously  so.  The  First  Indiana  1<^ 
eight  or  ten  horses,  which  were  killed  during  the 
engagement,  and  my  body-guard  had  six  hofses 
killed,  and  Lieut  Myers,  commanding  the  body- 
guard, had  his  horse  shot  under  him,  and  a  bul- 
let shot  through  his  coat  I  regret  to  hare  to  re- 
port that,  durmg  the  confusion  that  ensued  when* 
the  enemy  chariged  on  the  head  of  our  column, 
and  before  the  First  Indiana  could  get  their  gua^^ 
in  position,  one  of  them,  which  had  been  too  Ut 
advanced  to  the  front,  was  captured  and  borne  o*J 
by  the  enemy.  This  is  the  only  event  of  the  ex- 
pedition  that  I  have  cause  te  regret;  and  vet. 
knowing  as  I  did,  from  personal  observadoa,*the 
determined  character  of  the  first  onset  of  the 
enemy,  I  do  not  n^ard  the  event  as  surpri^inp 
or  one  for  which  the  company  to  which  the  gun 
belonged  as  censurable.    The  conduct  of  Captain 
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Walker  throughout  was  worthy  of  all  praise. 
When  at  Oakland  I  was  fifteen  miles  from  Coffee- 
Tille.  From  prisoners  captured,  and  from  citizens, 
I  learned  that  the  rebel  army  had  fled  from  Abbe- 
Tille,  and  were    falling  back  rapidly  uid  Water 
Valley  and  Goffeeville.     I  also  learned  that  the 
cavalry  force,  which  we  encountered  at  Oakland, 
rere  Texas  troops,  about  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dnd  strong,  and  were  part  of  a  force  which  left 
CoffeeTille  that  morning  in  pursuit  of  me ;  that  it 
vas  divided  into  three  different  parties,  each  of 
ibout  that  number,  and  left  on  as  many  different 
mutes.    Concluding  that  they  would  all  fall  back 
m  Coffeeville,  and  being  satisfied  that  more  or 
less  force  from  Price's  army  was  at  Coffeeville,  I 
deemed  it  highly  important  not  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, as  my  whole  force  of  infantir  and  cavalry 
did  not  exceed  two  thousand  five  hundred  men. 
I  birooacked  for  the  night  on  the  public  square 
at  Oakland.      Though  near  the  enemy  in  large 
force,  with  the  precaution  I  had  taken  I  felt  per- 
^tly  secure.      I  knew  that  the  enemy  was  re- 
treating on  the  road,  not  ten  miles  in  an  air-line 
from  me,  bat  I  felt  confident  that  he  was  in  too 
ereat  a  hurry  to  move  aside  to  fight  me,  particu- 
brly  as  they  had  received  such  exaggerated  re- 
ports of  my  strength.     I  determineS^to\remain 
D^  and  sent  back  for  a  portion  of  the  remaining 
i&fiiDtry  to  be  sent  up  to  my  support,  that  I 
night  proceed  on  to  their  line  of  retreat,  and 
luras^  them  as  they  passed,  but  about  twelve 
o'clock  at  night  I  received  a  despatch  from  Gen. 
Hovey  informing  me  that  he  had  received  des- 
patches from  Gen.  Steele,  stating  that  the  object 
of  the  exhibition  had  been  fully  accomplished, 
aoi  ordering  us  to  return  to  Helena.     I  allowed 
m  men  to  rest  quietly  at  Oakland  until  morning, 
Then  I  quietly  and  deliberately,  but  reluctantly, 
retired.    The  day  I  retired  from  Oakland  it  rained 
lurd  all  day,  and  with  the  previous  rains  was 
calculated  to  excite  just  apprehensions  that  we 
eoold  not  get  back  to  the  Mississippi  across  the 
W  allavial  bottom  which  we  had  passed  over  in 
psQg  out.     No  person  that  has  not  passed  over 
ih\i  road  can  have  a  just  estimate  of  it  in  a  wet 
titB&     For  fifty  miles  from  the  Mississippi,  or  ten 
fflOes  beyond  the  Tallahatchie,  the  land  is  an  al- 
larial  formation,  filled  with  ponds,  sloughs,  and 
Utous,  subject  to  annual  overflow,  and  the  roads 
vi  impassable  as  soon  as  the  fall  rains  begin. 
In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  say  that  the  result  of  the 
expedition  h^  on  the  whole,  been  eminently  suc- 
cessfuL     Had  I  possessed  in  advance  the  know- 
ledge I  DOW  have,  I  could  have  done  some  things 
ftit  I  left  undone ;  but  my  main  object,  which 
▼as  to  stampede  the  rebel  army,  could  not  have 
been  more  effectually  accomplished.    At  no  time 
«2cept  at  Oakland,  had  I  over  one  thousand  nine 
liQQdred  and  twenty-five  men,  and  then  I  had 
six  hundred  infimtry  and  two  field-pieces,  which 
^e  up  just  at  night    The  impression  prevailed 
wherever  we  went  that  we  were  the  advance  of  a 
^'f^  of  thirty  thousand  who  were  to  cut  off  Price. 
\  infitntry,  sent  forward  to  my  support,  to 
^kchelTs  Cross-Roads,  consisted  of  the  Eleventh 
^tliana    four  hundred,   Lieut-CoL  McGauley; 


Twenty-fourth  Indiana,  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty, Lieut-Col.  Barton ;  Twenty-eighth  and  Thir- 
tieth Iowa,  six  hundred,  Lieut-Col.  Torrence; 
Iowa  battery.  Captain  Griffith ;  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Spicely  of  Indiana,  an  able  and 
efficient  officer. 

Of  the  temper  of  both 'officers  and  men  under 
mj  command  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms 
of^  praise.  From  the  time  of  my  Unding  at  Delta 
to  this  time,  my  command  has  marched  over  two 
hundred  miles.  The  weather  for  two  days  out  of 
six  has  been  most  inclement,  raining  incessantly, 
without  tents  of  any  kind  and  not  a  too  plentiful 
supply  of  rations.  I  have  never  heard  a  word  of 
complaint  or  dissatis&ction.  The  health  of  the 
command  has  continued  excellent  To  my  per- 
sonal staff,  who  accompanied  me  on  the  expedi- 
tion. Captain  W.  H.  Morgan,  A.  A.  General,  Capt 
John  Whytuck  and  Captain  G.  W.  Ring,  I  am 
under  many  obligations  for  efficient  services. 

Respectfully  yours,  C.  C.  Washburn, 

Brigadier-OeaeraL 

To  Captain  John  G.  Phillips, 

A.A.  General. 


Doc.  62. 


GENERAL  BRAYMAN'S  ORDER. 

Ubadquartbis  Post  of  Bolivab,  ) 
BouvAjt,  Tnrir.,  Dec  4, 1662.     f 

Special  Orders,  No.  64. 

The  General  Commanding  is  advised  that  Rufus 
P.  Neely,  Clerk  of  the  Hardeman  County  Court, 
late  a  colonel  in  the  rebel  army,  and  engaged  in 
acts  of  war  against  the  United  States,  stiU  per- 
sists in  treasonable  language  and  acts— giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  armed  enemies,  and  disturbing 
the  peace  of  this  post  —  he  having  taken  an  oath 
of  allegiance  to  the  pretended  government  of  the 
confederate  States,  in  violation  of  his  oath  of 
office — stiU  adhering  to  such  allegiance,  and  re- 
fusing to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  tiie  United 
States. 

On  the  night  of  November  twenty-eighth,  he 
was  arrested  and  brought  within  the  lines,  and 
on  that  and  the  two  succeeding  nights,  a  party 
of  mounted  men,  including  two  commissioned 
officers,  was  detailed  to  guard  his  premises,  and 
capture  guerrillas,  who  were  prowling  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  were  said  to  be  entertained  at 
his  house. 

While  there,  the  party  was  assailed  with  abu- 
sive epithets,  and  compelled,  while  in  the  per- 
forman<;e  of  duty,  to  listen  to  disloyal  declarations 
and  threats  on  the  part  of  the  wife  and  daughters 
of  Mr.  Neely.  They  state  in  writing,  that  Mrs. 
Neely  acknowledged  the  fact  of  harboring  South- 
em  soldiers,  and  declared  that  she  would  give  the 
last  thing  she  had  to  help  them — that  the  Federal 
army  *'  was  a  set  of  murderers  and  rogues  '* — that 
the  oath  was  of  no  effect  for  a  secessionist  to  take 
— that  she  would  go  where  she  pleased,  and  would 
not  take  the  oath  —  that  "  the  Devil  had  tele- 
graphed to  Jeff  Davis  not  to  send  him  any  more 
Yankees,  for  hell  was  already  full  of  them,  and  he 
could  not  accommodate  any  more  until  he  could 
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dig  another  pit  to  put  them  in/'  etc.,  etc  A 
daughter  is  reported  as  declaring  that  if  she  had 
her  way,  *^  all  the  Yankees  should  be  put  in  prison, 
and  fed  on  bread  and  water  thirty  days,  if  they 
lived  so  long "  —  that  "  if  old  Abe  Lincoln  had 
been  dead,  and  such  a  man  as  Jeff  Davis  in  his 
place,  this  trouble  wouTd  not  have  been  **  —  that 
**  Lincoln  and  all  such  men  ought  to  be  dead  " — 
that  **  old  George  Washington  was  a  nasty,  mean 
old  scamp  I'' 

The  General  Oommanding  regards  with  great 
charity,  the  harmless  ebullitions  of  malevolence 
and  spite,  which,  so  far  from  being  dangerous, 
only  indicate  sympathy  with  a  wicked  and  failing 
cause.  The  patriotic  officers  and  soldiers  of  the 
American  army  have  been  severely  tried  in  this 
particular,  and  deserve  great  credit  for  the  for- 
bearance with  which  they  have  listened,  without 
resenting.  This  may,  however,  be  due  to  the 
fact  that  their  forbearance  has  been  taxed  most 
severely,  by  those  whose  gentle  sex  clumed  their 
homage,  and  whose  social  position,  education,  and 
supposed  refinement  of  manners  would  appear  to 
afford  a  guarantee  against  intentional  and  persist- 
ent rudeness. 

It  is  not  the  desire  or  duty  of  officers  in  com- 
mand, to  take  account  of  indecent  and  treasona- 
ble language,  unless  uttered  under  such  circum- 
stances as  to  do  harm,  or  to  affect  the  efficiency 
of  the  service.  In  the  case  under  consideration, 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  United  States  were 
on  duty— obeying  orders,  and  entitled  to  protec- 
tion ;  not  only  from  molestation,  but  from  insult. 
The  General  Commanding  will  not  impose  upon 
his  men  disagreeable  duties,  and  require  of  them, 
in  addition,  to  submit  to  needless  humiliation 
from  public  enemies,  even  though  persons  called 
ladies,  are  the  offenders. 

The  avowal  of  treasonable  acts  and  intentions, 
the  coarse  and  disrespectful  terms  in  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  the  army  of 
which  he  is  Gommander-in-Chie^  are  spoken  of^ 
as  before  recite,  are  so  often  heard,  and  have 
been  so  long  tolerated  under  the  very  ^adow 
of  our  flag,  as  to  excite  no  surprise — scarcely  re- 
buke. 

But  it  is  not  so  —  it  shall  not  be  so,  when  the 
venerated  name  of  Washikotom  is  profaned. 
Among  all  nations,  civilized  and  savage  —  in  all 
languages — by  high  and  low —  by  the  good,  the 
noble,  the  brave,  and  gentle— «ven  by  the  drunk- 
ard, the  ruffian,  and  &e  traitor,  the  memory  of 
Washington  is  held  in  reverence.  To  the  men 
and  women  of  America,  his  name  is  expressive  of 
all  that  is  brave  and  magnanimous  in  war,  and 
good  and  wise  in  statesmanship,  and  is  spoken 
with  something  of  that  reverential  awe  which  is 
felt  when  pronouncing  that  of  the  Saviour  of  man- 
kind. A  case  is  here  presented — ^the  first  within 
memory,  in  which  this  universal  sentiment  of  the 
Christian  world  has  been  set  at  defiance.  It  af- 
fords another  striking  evidence  of  the  destructive 
and  demoralizing  influence  of  that  political  heresy 
whidi  seeks  the  overthrow  of  that  benignant  gov- 
ernment, and  the  dishonor  of  the  sacred  flag 
which  the  valor  and  wisdom  of  Washington  gave 


us.  The  General  Commanding  feels  no  delicate 
reserve  in  expressing  his  abhorrence  of  such  lan- 
guage, whenever  and  by  whomsoever  spokca 
Let  the  man  who  dares  to  utter  it,  die  the  death 
of  a  traitor,  and  the  roof-tree  beneath  which  w- 
man  shall  revile  the  memory  oi  Washington, 
tumble  in  swift  ruin  to  the  ground. 

In  consideration  of  the  matters  here  stated,  it 
is  ordered  as  follows : 

First  The  Provost-Marshal  will  release  Rolus 
P.  Neely,  late  colonel  in  the  rebel  army,  htm 
close  custody,  and  remand  him  to  his  plantation 
outside  the  picket-lines  of  this  post. 

Second.  The  Provost-Marshal  will  also  revoke 
any  permits  heretofore  given  to  said  Neely,  his 
wife,  and  his  daughter,  Miss  Kate  Neely,  to  pass 
within  the  picket-lines  of  this  post,  and  will  ab- 
solutely exclude  them  therefrom,  until  further 
orders. 

Third.  Said  Rufus  P.  Neely  is  debarred  from 
holding  the  office,  or  performing  any  of  the  duties 
of  Clerk  of  Hardeman  County. 

The  fon^going  order,  and  the  occasion  of  it, 
seem  to  itiVite  reference  to  other  matters  of  a  like 
nature,  worthy  of  consideration  at  the  present 
time. 

Likt  all  other  monstrous  violations  of  difiat 
and  human  law,  the  treasonable  military  usurpao- 
tion,  which  has  brought  such  suffering  and  woa 
upon  the  good  people  of  Tennessee,  is  eoiDin»  to 
an  end.  Their  benign  civil  government,  whi<ih 
has  been  wrested  from  them,  and  tiieir  constita- 
tion  and  laws,  which  have  been  perverted,  tothdr 
hurt,  are  about  to  be  restored.  The  Oonstitutkn 
and  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  fistful  off  bk&s- 
ings,  begin  again  to  be  felt,  in  their  influence  upoi 
a  people  glad  to  claim  their  protection. 

The  rebel  armies  which  hare  desolated  thdr 
homes,  and  plundered  them  of  their  substaoei^ 
have  been  expelled,  never  to  return.  The  rob- 
ber and  murderers  who  yet  infest  the  n«ghbor^ 
hood  in  guerrilla  bands,  are  alone  left  to  tonnegi 
the  people.  Even  they  are  relinquishing  tbor 
cowardly  work,  and  following  the  flight  of  tfat 
armies  they  have  disgraced. 

Hundreds  of  young  men,  who  have  been  de> 
luded  from  their  homes,  are  coming  back,  dothel 
in  their  right  mind.  Many  a  ^fe  and  motbes. 
to-day  r^oioe  over  the  return  of  loved  ones,  keg 
absent^  encountering  suffering,  dangers^  and  doth 
in  a  wicked  cause.  Many  mourn  the  unoataxn 
fate  of  those  yet  absent,  and  listen  annoustv  to 
the  whispering  of  each  breeze  which  fiasse^  ovc^ 
the  tide  of  battie.  Yet  other  thousands  rest  in 
unknown  graves,  and  the  eyes  that  weep  Icr  than 
will  wait  for  their  coming  in  vain.  The  tiBitm 
who  seduced  them,  are  th^  murderers. 

The  people  of  West-Tennessee  are,  or  mMj  be, 
free  again.  They  are  already,  practically,  repo- 
diating  the  spurious  ^^  Southern  Goofedflrarv," 
and  denying  the  authority  of  those  ordiBaiic«:ft 
and  acts,  which  the  late  Governor  Hairis  and  a 
perjured  Legislature  imposed  upon  them.  TheT 
recognize  Tennessee  to  be,  what  she  has  twrir 
for  a  moment  ceased  to  be,  one  of  the  Uiutcd 
States.    They  stand  by  the  Ooistitutien  and  oode 
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of  Teonessees*  as  she  Waa  in  her  better  days. 
They  are  already  preparing,  by  efforts  to  secure 
a  representation  in  Congress,  and  to  resume  the 
fonctions  of  dvil  govemment,  to  sit  down  in  fra- 
temal  oommunion  with  the  patriotic  people  of 
«ister  States,  at  the  feast  of  constitutional  liberty, 
which  the  hand  of  Washington  spread  for  alL 

The  people  of  Bolivar  and  Hiu^eman  County 
have  entered  zealously  into  this  work,  and  are 
uoiting  in  measures  to  perfect  it    It  is  but  fair 
and  legitimate  to  hope  that  social  hindrances, 
Tith  those  of  a  more  marked  character,  will  dis- 
appear.    It  is  but  just  to  belieye,  that  when  a 
znao  of  honor  takes  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he 
does  so  with  a  full  and  loyal  purpose,  and  with- 
out  reservation.     Not  only  his  own  conduct,  but 
hi?  influence  and  authority  must  be  on  the  side 
of  loyalty.     He  is,  by  Gknl's  wise  arrangement, 
and  the  law  of  the  land,  the  head,  the  king,  the 
patriarch  of  his  own  household,  and  responsible, 
OQ  his  oath,  for  all  who  find  shelter  under  his 
itK>£     It  is  not  well  that  while  the  husband  and 
^er  stands  on  the  side  of  the  Union,  and  en- 
jnjs  in  his  business  the  blessings  of  recognized 
dtizeoship,  the  wife  and  daughter  shall  nurse 
the  Tiper  of  sedition  at  home.     It  is  not  well, 
that  while  he  pnblidy  invokes  peace  and  the 
mTalezkoe  of  law,  they  continue  to  court  the 
wrors  of  war  and  disorder.     Can  he  suffer  them 
l^entertiun  traitorous  emissaries  at  his  board — 
t)  prepare  supplies,  (paid  for  by  him,)  and  send 
tbin  to  the  rebel  army — ^to  collect  packages  of 
htters  filled  wiUi  unlawful  information,  and,  with 
fides  obtained  upon  his  good  character,  or  grant- 
ed io  ccMirtesy  to  their  sex,  carr^  them  concealed 
v^  th^r  persons  outside  the  Imes  to  emissaries 
Bc&(  to  receive  them  ?    Can  be  permit  this  and 
Dot  be  oompromised  ?    It  will  not  do  to  say,  he 
Bdear,  ana  the  wife  and  daughter  responsible. 
thtj  are  responsible  to  him — ^he  to  all  the  world 
^1  being  finally  accountable  to  the  law.    Man 
tfud^  at  the  threshold  —  woman  sits  by  the 
bvthstone  I     God  has  so  willed.    Let  them  not 
Mtk  to  change  places. 
By  command  of  Brig. -General  H.  Bratman. 

A.A.A.Q€uenl 


Doa  68. 


FIGHT  NEAR  COPPBEVILLB,  MISS. 

OHIOAGO    "'TRIBUNE"  AOOOUNT. 

Iff  Oamp  Nom  or  Tin  Taoovapatava,  ) 

flaf—iMwi  Miuv  South  or  v 

OzroRD,  MoSb,  December  6, 1802. ) 

^E«  I  penned  my  last  letter,  we  were  hotly 
vt&in^  the  rear  of  Gen.  Van  Dom's  retreating 
oittian,  aad  fully  expected  to  encamp  to-day  at 
*oSeeTille.  From  here  to  Grenada  is  but  eleven 
"uk,  and  here  we  thought  to  spend  the  Sab- 

^e  did  propose  to  capture  CoffeeyiUe,  but  just 
^  tlie  hand  was  outstretched  which  was  to  in- 
^  them  within  its  ^rasp,  they  managed  to 
^cipc'  aod  came  near  inclosing  us  iprithin  their 


grip.  Not  to  put  too  fine  a  point  upon  it,  ther 
came  very  near  capturing  our  whole  command, 
and  making  a  muss  of  the  expedition. 

My  narrative  left  us  at  Water  Valley,  with  the 
following  order  of  march  for  the  morrow :  Col. 
Mixener  with  the  Third  brigade  in  the  advance ; 
CoL  Lee  with  the  First  brigade  in  the  centre,  and 
Col.  Hatch  with  the  Second  brigade  in  the  rear. 
This  order  was  changed  in  the  morning  by  CoL 
Mizener  taking  a  road  running  parallel  with  the 
Cofieeville  road,  which  brought  him  to  the  rear 
of  CoL  Lee^s  column  when  he  reached  it  The 
column  was  thus  led  b^  Colonel  Lee. 

At  seven  o'clock  Fhday  morning,  the  column 
started  in  the  order  indicated  above.  At  a  pro- 
per distance  from  the  river,  a  large  advance-guard 
was  sent  forward,  and  a  company  of  mounted 
men  deployed  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  as 
skirmishers. 

At  this  point  the  skirmishing  became  heavy, 
and  the  enemy  holding  their  ground,  Colonel  Lee 
brought  forward  a  ten-pounder  James  rifled  gun, 
and  unlimbered  the  piece. 

Hardly  had  our  gun  opened  before  a  fiiU  rebel 
battery  replied,  and  dropped  solid  shot,  grape, 
and  canister,  in  rapid  succession,  before,  behind, 
and  all  about  us.  At  least  a  hundred  shots  were 
fired  before  there  was  any  cessation. 

While  this  cannonading  was  going  on,  in  fit>nt 
were  heard  rapid,  heavy,  and  continuous  volleys 
of  musketry.  It  proved  tiiat  our  dismounted 
skirmishers,  moving  slowly  over  a  low  piece  of 
ground,  driving  those  of  &e  enemy,  were  sud- 
denly confionted  by  long  double  lines  of  in&ntry, 
whidi  rose  from  the  nound  where  they  had  been 
concealed,  and  poured  volley  after  volley  of  mus- 
ketry into  our  ranks.  Our  SKirmishers,  of  course, 
fell  back  precipitately,  save  those  whose  dead 
and  wounded  bodies  lay  before  this  fearful  fire. 
Meantime  the  enemy's  battery  was  sending  its 
fiery  messengers  into  our  midst,  two  shells  burst- 
ing within  ten  feet  of  our  gun.  The  rebels  had 
our  range  exactly,  and  served  their  battery  ad- 
mirably. 

THE  BETBOOBADB  MOYEMBNT. 

At  once  Colonels  Dickey  and  Lee  discovered 
that  the  position  was  untenable,  and  that  a  force 
far  different  in  character  and  strength  from  any 
they  had  anticipated  was  attacking  us,  and  that  a 
retrograde  movement  must  be  executed  and  spee- 
dily. Flanking  parties  and  skirmishers  were  at 
once  called  in  and  sent  back,  and  slowly  the  gun 
with  its  support  of  dismounted  rifles  moved  back- 
ward. Two  squadrons  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  cav- 
alry, under  Capt  Townsend,  were  left  in  front  to 
delay  the  advance  of  the  army. 

Hardly  had  our  gun  crossed  the  vaUer  and 
reached  the  position  from  which  we  had  first 
fired,  when  our  advance  and  protecting  squadrons 
followed  us,  driven  before  the  enemy  s  mfimtry, 
who  were  charging  forward  with  cheers  and  yells. 

On  our  right  advanced  two  regiments  of  rebel 
infantry  wiu  their  colors ;  on  our  centre  another, 
while  two  more  regiments  were  marching  in  col- 
umn toward  our  left  flank,  endeavoring  to  attack 
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that  exposed  point ;  simultaneously  with  our  gun 
opened  the  deadly  revolving  rifles  of  our  dis- 
mounted cavalry.  The  enemy  fell  in  heaps ;  but 
for  every  one  killed  two  stepped  forward  to  take 
his  place.  Their  impetuous  charge  could  not  be 
stopped,  and  when  they  were  within  four  rods  of 
the  mouth  of  our  cannon  Colonel  Lee  ordered  the 
piece  limbered  up  and  moved  to  the  rear. 

All  behind  us  now  was  woods,  hills,  and  deep 
ravines.  For  a  moment  covering. the  retreat  of 
the  gun,  our  riflemen  held  the  enemy  in  check, 
and  then  slowly  retired  up  the  hill,  halting  every 
few  rods  to  throw  a  volley  on  the  advancing  lines 
now  immediately  on  their  rear.  Thus  did  they 
march  for  a  quarter  of  a  mile — a  march  through 
a  continued  storm  of  leaden  rain. 

Arriving  at  the  top  of  the  hill,  the  eyes  of  our 
brave  boys  were  gladdened  by  the  sight  of  two 
long  extended  Unes  of  kneeling  riflemen  flanking 
each  side  of  the  road. 

As  I  have  before  indicated,  two  regiments  of 
rebel  infantry— one  in  line,  the  other  in  column — 
were  advancing  on  double-quick,  cheering  like 
madmen.  Hatch  reserved  his  fire  until  the  enemy 
was  within  twenty  yards,  and  now  up  rose  our 
gallant  cavalry  and  forth  rolled  the  volleys  like 
echoing  thunder.  Five  rapid  discharges  from 
three  hundred  rifles  would  check  a  stronger  than 
this  rebel  force.  They  halted,  wavered,  and  fell 
back;  but  new  accessions  being  received,  the 
enemy  advanced  upon  our  left  and  right  flanks. 

To  avoid  being  cut  ofl^,  our  boys  fell  back 
through  the  dense  timber,  contesting  every  inch 
of  the  ground  as  they  retired.  Meantime  new 
lines  were  formed,  fresh  troops  were  brought  up 
from  the  rear,  and  wearied  ones  marched  back. 

But  as  fast  as  those  orders  could  be  executed, 
fi'esh  troops  were  brought  against  them.  The 
great  danger  was  firom  fliuiking  movements,  which 
the  enemy's  great  numbers  allowed  him  easily  to 
make,  and  a  hasty  retreat  was  ordered. 

So  went  the  battie  for  two  long  hours.  Up  and 
down  the  wooded  hills  till  night  fell,  and  the 
moon  shone  out  bright  and  clear  to  light  the  work 
of  death,  continued  the  struggla  Officers  and 
men  did  nobly.  Colonels  Dickey,  Lee,  and  Mize- 
ner,  Lieut -Colonels  Prince  and  McCuUough,  Ma- 
jors Coon,  Love,  and  Rickards,  and  those  under 
them,  were  everywhere  exposed  to  the  most  gall- 
ing fire,  and  personally  directed  the  movements  of 
their  commands.  One  of  Col.  Lee's  best  officers 
was  killed,  and  five  of  CoL  Hatch's  were  wounded. 

Lieut -Col.  McCuUough,  of  the  Fourth  Illinois 
cavalry,  fell  bravely  at  the  head  of  his  column, 
shot  in  the  breast  He  is  doubtless  dead,  or,  if 
alive,  a  prisoner.  Col.  Hatch's  horse  was  killed 
under  hmi,  and  Colonel  Lee's  disabled  b^  a  Minie 
bullet  At  length,  having  continued  this  expen- 
sive pursuit  for  three  miles,  the  enemy  desisted 
and  drew  ofi*  his  forces.  Our  column  formed 
again  and  again,  but  backward  we  passed  over  the 
rcMid  of  the  morning,  having  by  the  sacrifice  of 
precious  blood  demonstrated  the  proposition  that 
two  thousand  cavalry,  in  a  country  where  they 
cannot  act  as  such,  cannot  cope  successfully  with 
five  thousand  in&ntry. 


We  reached  our  camping  ground  at  nineo^dock 
in  the  evening,  and  after  a  feed  and  rest  for  our 
horses,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  wo  were  in 
the  saddle,  and  headed  for  our  present  amp, 
where  we  arrived  at  eight  o'clock  this  morning 

Wo  have  had  a  toilsome  and  exhausting  niirch, 
and  both  men  and  horses  need  to  recuperate.  I 
do  not  know  in  what  direction  will  be  our  next 
movement 

And  now  comes  my  saddest  duty— to  record 
the  list  of  killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

RECAPrrULATIOX. 

Seventh  Kansas, 8  8  S 

Fourtti  niinois, 1  13  3 

Seventh  Illinois, 8  11  20 

Second  Iowa, 1  21  4 

Third  Michigan, 2  1  .. 

Total, 10  64  55 
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FIGHT  NEAR  LEBANON,  TENKESSEL 

REPORT  OF  0OL0N1EL  CHARLES  IKDEBJON'. 
HixcQUAinrBBS  Nwirr-TBisD  Rnanar  0.  T.  L,  I^*-  i 
Captain  William  Morgan^  A. A.  G.,  FintrtkL^- 

gade,  Second  Division^  Fourteenth  Army  CVfyi, 

Department  of  Cumberland, : 

Sir  :  In  obedience  to  the  order  of  Col  Buckley. 
commanding  Fourteenth  brigade,  delivered  this 
afternoon,  and  devolving  upon  me  the  defence  of 
the  forage-train,  I  halted  my  command  at  ^^ 
three  o'clock,  parallel  and  close  to  the  reit. 
Whilst  waiting  in  this  position  for  the  tnin  tu 
move  on,  upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  a  little  wet  rf 
the  Franklin  and  Lebanon  road,  south-west  frao 

the  house  of  Mr.  ,  and  above  that  of  Mjj 

' ,  I  saw  a  number  of  the  enemy  on  foot,  M 

by  three  horsemen,  rushing  down  the  valW. 
which  lies  to  the  north  of  my  position,  in  a  ^^ 
erly  direction.  They  made  great  clamor  by  fbo* 
ing,  and  their  purpose  evidentiy  wis  to  inter«(< 
the  train  in  its  march  homeward,  upon  the  sicf> 
of  the  hill,  and  at  the  bend  of  the  road,  as  Ha- 
ters into  the  valley.  I  immediately  ordered  i^ 
regiment  to  march  in  double-time  throogb^^ 
tain  gaps  and  gates  upon  the  eastern  side  ot  ua 
close  to  the  road,  which  was  then  filled  with  9S 
wagons.  My  purpose  was  —  having  a  sligfct  ***' 
vantage  in  distance,  as  well  as  in  the  decli>ii  ^"^ 
of  the  hill— to  make  the  same  point  before  thdo. 
and  to  cut  them  off  from  any  attack  upoc  dT 
charge.  In  this  effort  I  succeeded,  but  ootic 
suflScient  time  to  prevent  their  spreading  tbtro 
selves  on  most  favorable  ground  and  sheitf^ 
before  my  regiment  could  ensconce  itself  betir-^ 
the  fence  which  I  desired  as  a  cover.  After . 
volley  from  company  F — company  A  hiTing  w-^ 
detached  in  support  of  a  battery  in  advance--* 
rapid  and  irregular  fire  now  ensued  througfrnJ^ 
both  bodies  of  combatants.  This  lasted  until  »r 
parently,  being  satisfied  that  the  Ninety  ti»:w 
could  not  be  moved  from  its  position,  and,  ocoi^ 
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qaentlj,  that  thej  could  not  succeed  in  the  pur- 
{wise  of  their  ambuscade  and  assault,  they  fled, 
precipltatelj  and  universally,  as  far  up  the  valley 
is  we  could  see. 

Otirlofis  in  this  action  was  but  one  killed  and 
three  wounded.  Considering  the  closeness  of  the 
range,  the  deliberateness  and  duration  of  the  ene- 
raj's  fire,  and  the  almost  rash  exposure  of  several 
of  my  companies,  these  casualties  are  strangely 
^all  in  number.  What  injury  was  inflicted 
upon  the  enemy  I  cannot  undertake  to  say,  and 
viil  not  guess ;  neither  will  I,  in  my  inexperience 
in  such  matter^  profess  to  estimate  his  numbers. 
They  certainly  seemed  to  be  largely  in  excess  of 
our  own,  and  the  whole  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion was,  in  my  opinion,  surrounded  by  large 
[^umbers  of  our  foes. 

It  greatly  delights  me  to  speak  of  the  gallantry 
end  finnness  of  this  new  regiment  in  this  its  first 
%ht  Every  officer  and  man  seemed  resolved  to 
do  his  best,  and  where  all  have  so  well  succeeded, 
it  might  be  invidious  to  distinguish  by  name  par- 
ticular persons.  Notwithstanding,  however,  my 
^position  to  regard  that  restraint  upon  special 
Pauses,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  specify  two 
iD^tances  of  marked  courage  and  pertinacious 
brsTcry.  The  one  was  that  of  William  Goss- 
hvra,  Fourth  Corporal,  company  P,  and  the  other 
tbat  of  William  C.  Stewart,  private,  company  C, 
»cting  as  color-bearer.  The  former,  after  being 
piinfully  wounded  in  the  thigh  by  one  of  the 
^t  rounds  of  the  engagement,  went  deliberately 
ioto  line  and  loaded  and  fired  at  the  enemy  seven 
^^  eight  times.  The  latter,  in  this,  his  first  bat- 
tle, stood  out  in  front  of  his  company  and  of  the 
f<^ent,  with  bis  tall  person  and  our  glorious 
dinner  elevated  to  their  highest  reach ;  nor  could 
be  be  persuaded  to  seek  cover,  nor  to  lower  his 
colors. 

Id  conclusion,  perhaps  overrating  the  merits 
^Qy  regiment  and  the  importance  of  its  conduct, 
I  feel  free  to  say,  in  Justice  to  its  men  and  officers, 
^t  I  think  any  less  merit  than  that  shown  in 
^  fight  would  have  probably  lost  us  our  entire 
^n ;  and  it  seems  to  me  now,  that  this  attack, 
IS  this  time  and  place,  was  preconcerted,  together 
^ith  rarious  feints  elsewhere,  to  accomplish  that 
*?«cial  object  Vanity  or  undue  partiaUty  to  my 
^'^n  regiment  may  mislead  me  in  this  opinion, 
u  so,  1  can  only  ofifer  the  apology  that  the  error 
^•^  &s  natural  as  it  is  finnk. 

-^  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
By  order  of  Colonel  Chabxjes  Ain)EBS0N. 

!>•  P.  Tbruston, 

A4iatant  Ninety-third  Regiment  O.V.I. 


Doc.  65. 
BATTLE  AT  HARTSVILLE,   TENN. 

CISCINNATI  "GAZETTE"  ACCOUNT. 

Nabbtillk,  Tim.,  December  14. 

ly  a  letter  dated  the  eighth  instant,  I  gave  you 
^uch  imperfect  accounts  of  the  affair  at  Harts- 
'ule,  as  had  then  come  to  hand,  mentally  resolv- 
H  that  I  would  write  no  more  about  it  until  I 


should  be  in  possession  of  a  sufficient  number  of 
facts  to  furnish  a  clear  and  reliable  statement 
Since  that  time,  the  paroled  prisoners  have  ar- 
rived fi*om  Murfreesboro;  mmute  accounts  of 
the  disaster  have  been  presented  by  members  of 
all  the  Union  regiments  concerned. 

At  Hartsville,  the  Cumberland  River,  which 
runs  north-west  from  Rome  in  Smith  County, 
makes  a  not  very  abrupt  curve,  and  for  a  few 
miles  pursues  a  course  almost  due  south.  Two 
little  streams  enter  the  river  at  the  bend,  and  be- 
tween these  lies  the  town  of  Hartsville,  about  a 
mile  from  the  river-bank.  Leaving  the  town  and 
approaching  the  river,  you  enter  tolerably  heavy 
woods ;  after  which  you  come  to  some  old  fields 
abandoned  and  partially  overgrown  with  brush- 
^wood.  Crossing  these,  you  are  confronted  by  a 
high,  steep,  rocky  hill,  at  the  southern  foot  of 
which  the  Cumberland  flows.  Upon  the  northern 
declivity  of  the  hill,  and  in  the  old  fields  at  the 
foot,  our  troops  were  encamped  —  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighth  Ohio  nearest  the  town,  the  Sec- 
ond Indiana  cavalry  nearest  the  river.  Two 
pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  Tl^teenth  In- 
diana battery,  Captain  Nicklin,  were  planted  in  a 
commanding  position  near  the  summit  of  the  hill. 
West  of  the  hill  is  a  ravine,  which  an  enemy  at- 
tacking from  that  direction  would  be  compelled 
to  cross.  A  similar  hollow  lies  to  the  east  From 
Hartsville  a  road  runs  north  to  Lafayette. 

A  stronger  position  can  scarcely  be  imagined. 
The  depth  of  the  river  as  it  runs  past  the  hill  I 
have  mentioned,  and  the  almost  perpendicular 
southern  face  of  the  hill  itself,  rendered  an  at- 
tack from  that  direction  utterly  impracticable.  A 
liberal  use  of  axes  for  a  few  hours  would  have 
inade  an  advance  from  toward  the  town  exceed- 
ingly dangerous  for  an  attacking  force.  Com- 
paratively slight  earthworks  along  the  ravines 
would  have  enabled  their  defenders  to  repulse  a 
largely  superior  force  coming  either  from  the  east 
or  west ;  while  the  hill  itself  with  some  labor, 
could  have  been  made  an  almost  impregnable  fort- 
ress, to  which  our  troops,  as  a  last  resort,  might 
have  retired,  and  which  they  might  have  held 
against  ten  times  their  numbers.  Yet  strange  to 
say,  not  a  tree  seems  to  have  been  felled,  and  not 
a  spadeful  of  earth  thrown  up.  Col.  Moore,  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois,  command- 
ing the  force,  well  knew  that  he  occupied  an  ex- 
posed position  on  our  extreme  left;  a  position  . 
liable  to  be  attacked  at  any  moment;  and  still  in 
apparently  reckless  disregard  of  the  safety  of  his 
colnmand  and  the  great  interests  intrusted  to  his 
care,  he  neglected  to  take  even  the  most  ordinary 
precautions  for  his  defence.  The  cavalry  force  at 
his  disposal,  with  which  he  might  have  scoured 
the  country  in  every  direction,  instantly  detect- 
ing any  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  approach  him, 
was  not  used  at  all,  except  that  a  few  videttes 
were  posted  behind  the  pickets  a  short  distance 
firom  the  camp.  An  apathy,  which  boded  destruc- 
tion, seemed  to  have  taken  possession  of  the 
whole  force.  So  much  was  this  the  case,  that 
some  of  the  pickets  are  said  to  have  been  captur- 
ed by  the  enemy  while  fast  asleep  upon  their 
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posts,  and  others  came  runnings  into  camp,  upon 
the  approach  of  the  rebels,  without  having  fired 
off  their  guns. 

It  was  between  twelve  and  one  o^clock,  on  the 
night  preceding  that  unfortunate  Sunday,  that 
the  rebels  commenced  crossing  the  river,  both 
above  and  below  our  camps.  From  the  best  in- 
formation of  which  I  can  get  possession,  I  am 
inclined  to  believe  that  the  principal  portion  of 
the  rebel  force  crossed  above  our  position,  left  a 
part  of  their  number  in  the  woods  north-east  of 
us,  passed  entirely  around  the  village  of  Harts- 
ville,  and  then  came  up  upon  the  west  side  of  the 
ravine  which  I  have  described  as  lying  west  of 
the  high  wooded  hilL  It  was  during  this  circum- 
navigation of  our  camp  that  they  captured  the 
sleeping  pickets. 

At  a  lower  ford  a  negro  reported  during  the 
night,  to  a  captain  in  command  there,  that  the 
enemy  were  advancing,  five  thousand  strong. 
The  captain  reported  this  startling  announce- 
ment to  the  officer  in  charge.  The  latter  either 
said  nothing  about  it  to  Colonel  Moore,  or  was 
unheeded  when  he  did.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that 
the  bands  of  Morgan  and  Ddce  were  all  around 
and  about  the  camp  of  the  &ted  Thirty-ninth  bri- 
gade, before  any  of  its  members  were  aware  of 
their  proximity.  In  this  sense,  the  thing  was  a 
complete  surprise.  A  contraband  seems  to  have 
given  the  first  alarm.  He  saw  the  enemy  form- 
ing upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  western  ravine, 
and  forgetting  for  the  time  that  he  was  nothing 
but  a  **  nigger,"  he  ran  energetically  through  the 
camp,  calling  out :  "  Fall  in !  fall  m !  forty  mil- 
lions of  de  enemy  are  jest  upon  us ! " 

It  was  just  at  daybreak ;  none  of  the  men  had 
arisen ;  the  cold  was  intense ;  but  with  a  com- 
mendable alacrihr,  they  sprang  up,  jumped  into 
their  clothes,  and  hastened  to  form  in  line  of  bat- 
tle upon  the  m)posite  side  of  tiie  western  ravine, 
across  which  tne  rebels  had  already  commenced 
to  fire.  At  first  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Ohio  occupied  the  extreme  left,  nearest  the  river ; 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois  was  in  the 
centre,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio, 
Captain  Pivot,  company  A,  commanding,  was  on 
the  right  Strong  detachments  were  sent  down 
into  the  ravine,  to  take  the  place  of  the  pickets 
who  had  fled,  and  support  the  few  who  remained. 
Captain  J.  W.  Palmer,  company  K,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fourth  Illinois,  commanded  those  fix>m 
his  own  regiment,  the  Second  Indiana  cavalry 
advanced  for  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth,  and 
Captain  Pivot,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  EUghth 
himself  led  two  companies  of  skirmishers  in  ad- 
vance of  his  regiment 

Several  times  these  skirmishers  checked  and 
drove  back  the  enemy,  who  were  pressing  down 
into  the  ravine,  until  Captain  Palmer,  fiuicying, 
or  really  perceiving  that  our  men,  formed  in  line 
of  battle  upon  the  edge  of  the  ravine,  were  firing 
into  his  company,  retired  and  took  position  upon 
the  left  of  his  regiment  The  cavalry  continued 
in  an  irregular  style  to  keep  up  the  fight,  but 
gradually  retired  to  the  principal  line  of  battle. 
Captiun  Pivot,  before  descending  into  the  ravine, 


ordered  Adjutant  Hahn  to  bring  fbrwtrd  ihe  rest 
of  the  regiment  to  his  support,  as  booq  as  be 
should  be  fiiirly  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Thu, 
Adjutant  Hahn  failed  to  do,  b«ng  ordered,  as 
he  says,  by  Colonel  Moore,  to  keep  his  position. 
Lacking  the  expected  support.  Captain  Pirot  im- 
mediately retired.  Thus,  in  less  time  th&n  I  can 
relate  it,  our  advance  line  of  skirmishers  hi  I 
gone  forth  and  returned,  leaving  us  wfaollj  de- 
pendent upon  the  main  line  of  lutttle. 

The  cry  now  rang  through  our  ranks  to  brin; 
forward  the  artillery,  which  was  on  the  biC 
Colonel  Moore  himself  went  hack  to  order  it  up. 
and,  while  he  was  gone,  CoL  Tafel,  of  the  Ore 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio,  took  the  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary resolution  to  change  his  po&ition, 
without  the  order,  consent,  or  knowledge  of  CoL 
Moore,  believing  that  such  a  step  would  promote 
the  best  interests  of  the  command,  and  not  know- 
ing when  CoL  Moore  would  come  bade  Upo^ 
the  return  of  the  latter,  however,  he  saw  vhit 
Colonel  Tafel  was  about,  and  gave  lus  sancuos 
to  the  change.  In  the  mean  while,  one  piece  vf 
artillery  was  got  into  position  upon  the  right  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois,  and  t^-t 
firing  became  general  along  botii  lines.  Tbf 
Kinui  Kentucky  rebel  infantry,  Captain  T.  J. 
Morehead,  commanding,  fought  against  the  ()rrf 
Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois,  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky against  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohto« 
while  a  cloud  of  DukeX  Gano*s,  and  Bennett's 
cavalry,  mounted  and  dismounted,  assailed  (tit 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio,  and  envtlopei 
our  extreme  left  wing. 

The  piece  of  artillery  brought  into  action  did 
excellent  service,  and  at  the  second  fire  one  of 
the  enemy's  cussons  was  exploded,  and  fire  (>f 
their  men  killed.  But  the  heavy  fire  of  the  reb<i 
artillery,  which  played  upon  our  ranks  both  fron 
across  the  ravine,  and,  with  less  effect,  torn  tli< 
other  side  of  the  river,  caused  some  disniftj 
amongst  our  soldiers,  and  killed  most  of  tise 
horses  attached  to  the  piece  which  had  bea 
brought  forward,  as  well  as  to  that  still  statiocei 
upon  the  hilL  The  superior  numbers  of  the  at 
emy  enabled  them  to  turn  both  our  flanks,  vA 
after  the  fighting  had  continued  three  quarters  ^ 
an  hour,  Colonel  Moore  gave  the  order  to  reciit 
to  the  hill  upon  the  river-side.  By  a  part  of  tb« 
forces  this  order  was  misunderstood ;  byanotbtf 
part  it  was  disobeyed ;  and  by  still  another  pc^ 
tion,  it  was  taken  as  the  signal  for  a  general  di^• 
persion  and  flight  In  itself  the  order  vits  Ui 
unfortunate  one.  It  is  very  diflScult  for  nev 
troops,  under  any  circumstances,  to  retire  in  orJtf 
while  exposed  to  a  storm  of  cannon  and  rifle-baiU. 
In  this  case  there  could  be  no  good  reason  it 
retreating  to  the  hill,  because  that,  being  totailr 
destitute  of  defensive  worics  of  any  land,  va^  tLc 
most  exposed  portion  of  the  whole  field.  The 
men,  once  upon  it,  could  be  picked  off*  with  ea^e 
and  safety  by  the  rebels  in  the  woods  belov.  B«.t 
Colonel  Moore  had  doubtless  somewhere  rm 
*^  that  the  highest  ground  upon  a  field  of  Uttk 
was  the  most  defensible  ;'*  forgetting  that  fitrin* 
cations  of  some  sort  are  necessary  to  render  it  i>^, 
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tnd  that,  irithout  these,  to  place  men  upon  a  hill, 
is  to  make  of  them  an  elevated  and  visible  target 
(or  e? ery  bullet  of  the  enemy. 

"  A  Iita«  learning  is  &  dangerous  thing.** 

But  what,  it  may  be  asked,  was  Colonel  Moore 
to  do  ?    His  first  position  had  doubtless  become 
antenable ;  upon  tiiis  all  authorities  agree.    But 
Ee^enl  courses  were  still  left  open  to  him.     He 
m%ht  gradually  have  retired  to  his  encampment, 
uul  with  his  left  wing  resting  upon  the  steep  hill, 
his  right  upon  the  thick  woods  lying  between  the 
M  fields  and  the  town,  he  could  have  maintained 
his  ground  for  a  long  time  behind  the  wagons  be- 
longing to  ihe  brig»le.     For  be  it  remembered 
that  the  enemy  did  not  assail  his  rear,  except  by 
I  distant  cannonade  from  across  the  river,  and 
eouki  only  advance  to  do  so  through  the  woods 
Qp(xi  the  north,  or  up  a  small  ravine  upon  the 
Dnth-east,  so  narrow  that  a  very  insignificant 
iffce  could  have  held  it  against  almost  any  num- 
bo*  (^  the  enemy.     In  a  few  hours  General  Du- 
'  ftont  would  have  arrived  with  the  remainder  of 
0ie  division,  and  the  rebels  would  have  been 
looted  hip  and  thi^ ;   unless,  long  before  such 
ttrival,  they  had  given  up  the  contest  in  despair, 
l&d  recreated  across  the  CumberhukL 

Again,  if  Colonel  Moore  had  possessed  sufficient 

titrepidity,   he  might,  by  a  determined  charge 

cross  the  large  ravine  on  the  west  have  gain^ 

'  the  Gallatin  road,  and  made  safe  his  retreat  in 

^  ftat  direction.     This  would  have  required  both 

I  toorage  and  coolness,  and  however  much  of  the 

i  ftrmer  quality  we  may  allow  Colonel  Moore,  he 

ftems  from  the  beginning  of  the  action,  to  have 

I  Wen  wholly  destitute  of  the  latter.     His  leaving 

Ib  cominand  early  in  the  fight,  in  order  himself 

lift  bring  the  piece  of  cannon,  sufficiently  demon- 

'Mrates  that  nis  excitement  had  bewildered  his 


Let  uA  return  to  the  time  when  Colonel  Moore 

'•dered  his  force  to  retreat  fix>m  the  edge  of  the 

Jttiine  to  the  hilL     The  left  wing  of  the  One  Hun- 

Aed  and  Fourth  Ulinois,  understood  that  they 

Itoe  ordered  to  charge  the  enemy,  and  acoord- 

Itg^y  tiiree  companies  advanced  over  the  edge  of 

Ae  Tacrine  and  down  into  it,  with  fixed  bayonets. 

Btt«  Utey  were  met  by  so  heavy  a  fire  fi*om  the 

nbels  that  they  were  first  compelled  to  lie  down, 

■id  soon  afterward  to  withdraw  in  confusion  to 

fc  hni  to  which  the  right  wing  had  retired. 

Bcre  the  whole  regiment  ralHed  around  the  two 

iktes  of  artilleiy  and  endeavored  for  a  few  min> 

Hfea   to   make  a  stand.      Almost  immediately, 

teirever.  Colonel  Moore  perceived  the  trap  into 

iA^dtk  he  had  led  his  men,  fell  at  once  into  de- 

e%  and  rushing  up  to  Captain  Palmer,  asked 
if  he  had  a  white  handkerchief^  declaring  his 
htennination  to  surrender.    The  Captain  earn- 
Wy  entreated  him  not  to  do  so,  reminding  him 
kc    his  other  regiments  might  be  somewhere 
llbtaining  their  ground  and  that  still  they  might 
*victorioas»     "No,"  said  Colonel  Moore,  "we 
}^  whipped  ;  I  shall  surrender."     "  Do  not,  for 
h^a  sake,'*  replied  Captain  Palmer.    Upon  this 
^lonel    Hoore  walked  away  a  little  distance, 


fiantically  wringing  his  hands,  but  returned  in  a 
moment  afterward  and  demanded  the  white  hand- 
kerchief. This  Captain  Palmer  now  gave  him, 
and  the  Colonel  taking  a  bayonet  from  the  hands 
of  a  soldier,  put  the  handkerchief  upon  the  point 
of  it,  and  waved  it  toward  the  enemy.  The  word, 
"  Cease  firing  I"  first  ran  along  the  rebel  line ;  and 
then  a  wild  hurrah  proclaimed  the  triumph  of 
traitors  and  the  humiliation  of  the  national  flag. 

Let  us  now  inquire  into  the  fiite  of  l^e  other 
regiments. 

When  the  order  was  given  to  retire  to  the  hill. 
Colonel  Tafel  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio, 
perceiving  the  inevitable  destruction  in  which 
such  a  course  would  involve  the  command,  took 
upon  himself  the  responsibility  of  disobeying  the 
order,  and  retired  toward  the  woods.  Coming  to 
the  wi^n-train,  belonging  to  the  One  Hundred 
and  Eighth  Ohio,  he  mi^e  a  stand  there,  and 
fought  the  enemy  gallantly  for  about  ten  minutes. 
Separated,  however,  fit>m  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand, he  was  unable  to  maintain  his  ground,  and 
retreated  still  further  to  the  vicinity  of  the  head- 
quarters of  the  brigade,  which  were  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  small  ravine  that  I  have  mentioned, 
l3ring  north-east  of  the  hilL  Here  he  had  scarcely 
taken  position,  when  a  rebel  cavalryman,  with  a 
blue  overcoat,  came  galloping  up  Uie  ravine,  and 
called  out  to  Colonel  Tafel  to  surrender,  as  all  the 
others  had  done.  This  was  the  first  intimation 
that  Colonel  Tafel  had  received  of  Col.  Moore's 
surrender,  except  the  triumphant  shout  raised  a 
few  minutes  before,  which  he  thought  might  have 
come  from  our  own  men.  He  ordered  his  men, 
therefore,  to  pay  no  attention  to  the  rebel  horse- 
ihan,  and  to  continue  the  fight ;  but  soon  per- 
ceived that  the  firing  had  ceased  upon  the  hill, 
and  that  his  own  left  was  violently  assailed  by 
the  rebels  who,  having  Colonel  Moore  no  longer 
upon  their  hands,  now  came  rushing  down  in 
great  force  upon  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth,  and 
almost  completely  surrounded  it.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Colonel  Tafel  judged  it  best  to 
surrender. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio  seems  to 
have  been  unfortunate  from  the  beginning,  as  I 
have  already  intimated,  and,  weak  and  demoral- 
ized as  it  was,  played  a  somewhat  inferior  part 
in  the  whole  affair.  When  the  order  to  retire 
from  the  first  line  of  battle  was  given,  a  portion 
of  this  regiment  broke,  fled  through  the  woods 
south  of  the  town,  and  were  picked  up  by  rebel 
cavalry  stationed  upon  the  other  side.  Another 
part  joined  themselves  to  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth,  retired  with  them,  shared  their  fortunes, 
fought  bravely  by  their  side,  and  surrendered 
with  them  near  the  headquarters. 

Captain  Reintantz  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  covered  the  retreat  of  that  regiment  from 
the  ravine,  with  his  company,  and,  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  true  position  of  the  rebels,  was  fi^- 
quently  observed  to  mount  upon  some  elevated 
object,  and  daringly  expose  himself  to  a  score  of 
bullets  which,  upon  every  such  occasion,  came 
whistling  about  his  ears.  Hd  was  shot  dead  a 
moment  before  the  surrender. 
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Thus  ended  the  battle,  and  fifteen  hundred 
of  our  soldiers  were  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy. 

Besides  the  troops  I  have  already  named  upon 
our  side,  there  were  some  seventy  of  the  Eleventh 
Kentucky  cavalry,  who  were  under  the  command 
of  Lieutenant  Robert  Terrell,  and  fought  with  the 
other  cavalry  until  Col.  Moore  had  surrendered. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  could  not  have  been 
much  less  than  four  thousand  men,  composed  of 
the  two  rc^ments  of  infantry  already  named, 
three  full  regiments  and  two  battalions  of  cavalry, 
and  twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  The  cavalry  was 
mostly  made  up  of  Tennessee  and  Kentudcy 
men,  with  the  exception  of  three  companies  of 
Texan  Rangers  under  the  command  of  CoL  Gano. 
The  three  cavalry  regiments  were  commanded 
respectively  by  Cols.  Duke,  Chenault,  and  Ben- 
nett, and  the  other  .battalion  by  Major  Stoner. 
The  two  infantry  regiments  were  commanded  by 
the  infamous  Kentucky  traitor,  R<^r  W.  Han- 
son, and  the  artillery  was  partly  attached  to  his 
brigade,  partly  to  tne  cavalry,  and  partly  inde- 
pendent The  entire  force  was  commanded  by 
Brigadier-General  John  Morgan. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  the  surrender,  the 
rebels  collected  their  prisoners  together,  and 
commenced  plundering  our  camps.  The  prison- 
ers were  then  taken  across  the  river ;  but  before 
the  booty  was  all  over.  General  Dumont*s  forces 
appeared  upon  the  right  bank,  retook  a  part  of 
the  prey,  and  sent  some  shells  after  the  with- 
drawing rebels. 

Our  men  had  eaten  no  breakfast  that  morning, 
(Sunday,)  and,  incredible  as  it  may  seem,  were 
marched  until  Tuesday  evening  before  they  were 
given  a  bite  of  food.  By  that  time  they  had  ar- 
rived at  John  Morgan's  headquarters,  nve  miles 
from  Murfreesboro,  and  received  there  about  a 
pint  of  fiour  apiece. 

Nothing  was  given  them  in  which  to  cook  this 
miserable  pittance,  and  so  they  mixed  it  with 
water,  wrapped  the  unwholesome  dough  in  their 
handkerchiefs,  and  thrust  it  into  hot  ashes.  In 
this  way  they  prepared  the  first  meal  they  had 
eaten  since  the  previous  Saturday  evening.  On 
"Wednesday  morning  they  went  to  Murfreesboro, 
the  men  being  compell^  to  give  up  all  their 
blankets  on  die  way.  Here  they  were  paroled, 
and  furnished  at  night  with  a  little  flour  and 
musty  pork,  the  rebels  asserting,  no  doubt  hon- 
estly, that  they  had  scarcely  any  thing  to  eat  for 
themselves.  On  the  way  back  from  Murfrees- 
boro, one  of  our  men  gave  three  dollars  for  a  sin- 
gle cake. 

Five  miles  from  our  lines,  the  rebels  dispos- 
sessed them  of  all  of  their  overcoats,  and  when 
they  arrived  here  they  were  encumbered  by  no 
superfluous  clothing.  Friday  evening  a  portion 
of  *them  took  their  way  to  the  States,  and  the  ro- 
mainder  departed  yesterday  morning. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  including  some  prison* 
ers  taken  by  Gen.  Dumont*s  forces  upon  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  was  about  three  hundred  men. 
Considering  the  casualties  \u  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fourth  Illinois  as  eiuuliii.g  ilicsc  in  the  One 


Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio,  oyr  own  loss  in  killed, 
wounded  and  missing  was  about  one  hundred 
and  fitty,  Y.  a 

LETTEB  FROM  6KNBRAL  DUMOKT. 

GALLATOTf  December  H,  196£. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Louinille  Journal : 

Gentlemen  :  In  your  daily  issue  of  the  tenth 
instant  you  speak  in  terms  of  severity  of  the  re- 
cent surrender  of  troops  at  Hartsville,  and  ro&k« 
it  the  occasion  of  an  assault  upon  mc.  Unroii- 
scious  of  ever  having  injured  you  or  merited  such 
treatment,  I  cannot  m  justice  to  myself  and  truih 
sufier  such  charges  to  go  unnoticed ;  but  in  re- 
pelling them  will  endeavor  to  be  as  brief  as  the 
nature  of  what  you  have  said  and  the  facts  will 
allow.    After  noticing  the  surrender,  you  saj : 

*'  We  are  not  sure  that  anj  thing  better  was  to 
be  expected  from  the  regiments  that  brought 
shame  upon  themselves  at  Hartsville  and  to  some 
extent  upon  the  Federal  arms.  They  were  n»w 
regiments,  and  they  had  not  behaved  well  prc> 
viously.  We  are  informed  that  they  are  the 
same  regiments  that  Gen.  Dumont  had  at  Fraok- 
fort  and  elsewhere  in  this  State.  Their  condui  i 
in  Kentucky  was  scandalous.  Wherever  Uhj 
marched  or  sojourned,  they  insulted  quiet  citi* 
zens  and  stole  and  robbed  continually.  Tbtv 
stole  slaves  upon  all  occasions.  No  doubt  tbero 
were  good  men  among  them,  but  many  if  n>^t 
most  respected  no  law  of  man  or  God.  At  the 
capital  of  our  State,  they  outraged  not  only  all 
honesty  but  all  decency.  They  would  go  hkb't- 
ually  into  gentlemen^s  yards  and  use  them  fur 
the  vulgarest  purpose  in  nature  right  before  the 
eyes  of  the  whole  families;  and,  when  personi 
made  complaint  of  such  doings  to  Gen.  Dumo:.t« 
as  very  many  did,  the  only  answer  they  coali 
get  was :  *  The  sooner  you  get  uted  to  that  thiu^ 
the  better,^  Surely  it  is  not  surprising,  that  bucb 
troops,  led  by  such  a  commander,  proved  baseij 
recreant  in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  No  doubt  the 
portion  of  them  that  scorned  to  participate  in  the 
outrages  perpetrated  in  Kentucky  was  the  por- 
tion that  made  whatever  resistance  was  made  at 
Hartsville.  As  for  the  rest,  let  the  iiightcap»  be 
drawn  over  their  heads. 

"We  have  not  learned  whether  Gen.  Dumt>Qt 
was  in  actual  command  at  Hartsville  or  cvi 
He  is  most  likely  to  have  been.     He  is  one  '^ 
our  Governments  numerous  political  genera!^. 
When  the  little  band  of  sixty  men  at  Shephcnli- 
ville, '  three  months  ago,  was  attacked  by  ihm 
hundred  guerrillas,  armed  with  flying  artiUerr 
and  small  arms,  he  was  at  the  head  of  ten  thcc 
sand  men  only  nine  miles  ofC,  where  he  heard  ti.r 
firing,  but,  instead  of  hastening  to  the  reliei  cf 
the  beleaguered  handful  of  men,  he  drew  up  b*« 
whole  force  in  line  of  battle  and  gallantly  awal:.- 
the  attack  of  the  three  hundred !  I !     If  he  was  . 
Hartsville,  let  the  nightcap  be  to  him  in  the  pU^ 
of  a  laurel  crown.** 

Statements  more  cruelly  unjust  towanl  m; 
self  could  hardly  be  conaensed  into  a  sxu.*..  . 
compass.  * 

You  ^.resume,  in  the  first  place,  that  I  wu-  " 
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command  at  HartsYiIle,  because  I  am  and  have 

been  guilty  of  certain  other  disreputable  and  dis- 

^[ncehil  things,  which  you  proceed  to  enumerate. 

Hy  reply  is,  that  I  was  not  at  Hartsville ;  that  I 

did  not  participate  in  the  fight  or  surrender,  and 

have  not  been  with  or  seen  those  troops  or  had 

anv  opportunity  of  being  with  or  seeing  them  for 

.1  month  before  that  disaster ;  that  said  troops 

(iul  not  move  with  my  main  command  at  the  time 

J  moved  forward  from  Bowling  Green ;  that  wiUf 

ti>y  main  command  I  was  ordered,  about  the  eighth 

of  last  month,  to  move  to  Scottsville,  and  subse- 

H'leotly  from  that  place  to  this  ;   whereas  the 

Thirty -ninth   brigade  was  separated    from  my 

::.ain  command  and  ordered  to  Glasgow,  thence 

t.  Tompldnsville,  thence  to  Hartsville;  that  I 

^:is,  at   the  time  of  the .  disaster,  at  Gallatin, 

n  itere  I  had  been  ordered  to  be  with  my  main 

'.'immand;  and  in  addition,  was  prostrate  with 

<t<^kness  whereof  I  had  been  confined  to  my  bed 

for  upward  of  two  weeks. 

When  I  left  Shelbyville  I  had  with  me  four  bri- 

pdes.     At  Frankfort  one  of  these  brigades  was 

'Tilered  to  Lawrenceburgh,  thence  I  have  under- 

*^tood   to  Harrodsburgh,  thence  to  Danville,  and 

thence  I  know  not  where,  but  presume  where 

iniJitary  necessity  required.     Had  this  brigade 

ttiet  with  misfortune,  it  would  be  but  little  more 

fii^rantly  unjust  to  make  me  accountable  for  it 

than  to  speak  of  me  injuriously  in  connection  with 

Cte  Hartdville  surrender.     The  officer  to  be  held 

it>f vmsible  must  have  control ;  deprive  him  of 

ioujiediate  control,  and  common  justice  relieves 

bim  ^f  responsibility.     What  does  it  signify  that 

iWse  bri^ides  are  in  my  division  upon  paper,  if 

te  are  separated  so  by  space  that  the  immediate 

command  must  fall  upon  others  ?    I  pretend  not 

Ihit  the  brigade  was  wrongfully  sent  away ;  it 

ns  doubtless  ordered  to  go  where  it  was  needed, 

md  where  it  ought  to  have  gone.     I  make  not 

Hiesie  statements  to  chime  in  with  clamor  against 

tte  unfortunate ;  I  would  condemn  no  one  without 

a  bearing.     I  decide  not  what  measure  of  blame, 

if  my,  is  due  to  those  concerned.     What  I  know 

is  that  whatever  blame,  censure,  or  praise  is  due 

ia  the  matter,  it  belongs  not  to  me.     It  is  but 

jc^t  to  let  every  tub  stand  on  its  own  bottom, 

tbr  15  all  I  ask.    I  come  not  forward  as  the  cham- 

paon  of  any  one,  nor  will  I  condemn  without  know- 

M^  fully  the  &cts  without  a  hearing.     I  am  told 

,  thai  seventy  of  our  men  were  killed  on  the  spot, 

have  since  died,  that  one  hundred  and  forty 

kc  woanded,  a  number  of  which  will  yet  die. 

Kv  haxidred  and  ten  of  our  men  bled  and  died. 

lo  can  say  there  were  no  gallant  spirits  on  that 

^UI  tield  ?     The  loss  of  the  enemy  as  published 

liintseli^  is  not  so  great,  but  it  is  not  small,  and 

'^7,s  that  there  was  bloody  work,  a  terrible  coh- 

It  may  turn  out,  for  aught  I  know,  that  our 

kips  were  overwhelmed  with  numbers.    Many 

r\uo  escaped  assert  such  to  be  the  truth.     It  is 

)H  too,  that  while  some  of  our  troops  acted 

,  and  did  not  fight,  others  fought  with  ex- 

^img  bravery.     I  stand  not  here  to  defend  the 

^ty^r  to  shield  the  coward,  but  it  is  due  alike 

>the  dead  and  the  living,  to  those  who  bled,  to 
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those  who  died,  and  to  those  who  yet  live,  that 
they  should  not  be  consigned  to  infamy  until  the 
facts  are  known.     Then  let  the  guilty  suffer. 

In  regard  to  the  alleged  bad  conduct  of  troops 
at  Frankfort,  I  have  simply  to  say,  that  there  are 
bad  men  with  all  troops ;  that  some  such  did  be- 
have badly  and  commit  excesses  at  that  place, 
though  most  of  the  troops  behaved  well ;  that 
these  things  were  regretted  by  no  one  more  deeply 
than  myself;  that  I  exerted  all  my  energies  to 
prevent  it^  and  when  the  offender  could  be  identi- 
fied, inflicted  the  severest  and  most  summary  pun- 
ishment, and  that  I  did  succeed  after  I  had  a  little 
time  in  repressing  these  things  and  removing  just 
cause  of  complaint  I  appointed  a  provost-mar- 
shal, gave  him  a  mounted  and  an  infantry  force,  in- 
structed him  to  patrol  the  city  and  neighborhood 
day  and  night,  protect  the  people,  permit  no  soldier 
to  trespass  upon  private  rights,  and  bring  all  of- 
fenders to  punishment  Such  has  been  my  course 
ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  service.  I  have  tried 
to  protect  the  non-combatants,  see  that  private 
rignts  were  not  invaded,  that  private  property  was 
not  taken  without  just  compensation,  and  that  the 
war  should  be  conducted,  so  far  as  I  was  concern- 
ed, on  humane  and  honorable  principles.  Maraud- 
ing and  plunder  are  abhorrent  to  my  nature,  Und 
at  war  with  every  impulse  of  my  soul.  With  all 
your  commendable  solicitude  upon  this  subject, 
you  can  have  no  more  than  I  have  ever  cherished, 
and  I  think  I  can  say  without  egotism  that  I  have 
been  as  successful  as  most  commanders  in  pre- 
serving good  order  and  discipline  with  my  troops. 
I  have  sometimes  failed,  and  who  has  not  ?  The 
best  troops  in  the  world  have  bad  men  among 
them.  The  best  commanders  have  now  and  then 
failed  to  be  able  to  prevent  such  from  committing 
depredations. 

The  indecent,  scandalous,  and  disgusting  con- 
duct of  which  you  especially  make  mention,  I  be- 
lieve was  never  committed.  It  is,  in  my  opinion,  a 
fabrication,  and  that  you  have  been  imposed  upon. 
I  never  heard  of  it  before,  and  would  have  had  my 
right  arm  severed  from  my  body  sooner  than  to 
have  failed  to  visit  such  conduct  with  the  most 
terrible  punishment  If  any  one  ever  attempted 
to  communicate  to  me  that  such  a  thing  had  hap- 
pened or  to  make  such  a  complaint,  I  failed  to 
get  the  proper  understanding  or  the  remotest  con- 
ception that  such  a  thing  had  happened  as  you 
state.  I  have  frequently  said  when  trivial  com- 
plainte  were  made  to  me  of  things  that  are  insepa- 
rable from  a  state  of  warfare — that  must  necessar- 
ily happen,  and  that  cannot  be  prevented— that 
war  is  war,  that  such  things  have  always  happen- 
ed in  a  state  of  war,  that  the  sooner  the  p^le 
would  find  it  out  and  learn  that  war  was  not  a 
speculation,  the  better.  Such  is  unfortunately  the 
truth,  and  must  ever  be,  but  to  apply  such  a  re- 
mark, which  I  have  doubtless  often  madej  to  a 
sanction  on  my  part  of  such  a  thin^  as  you  have 
stated,  it  is  making  such  an  application  as  I  never 
dreamed  of.  I  did  not  succeed  at  Frankfort  as 
well  as  I  could  have  wished  for  the  first  few  days. 
I  felt  it  myself,  and  felt  that  I  was  misunderstood, 
but  I  appeal  to  my  provost-marshal  and  to  aU  my 


242 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-68. 


officers  to  bear  witness  that  I  do  not  claim  credit 
fbr  intentions  that  I  did  not  entertain,  or  for  efforts 
that  I  did  not  make  vigorously  and  in  good  faith, 
and  finally  successfully,  and  that  I  traced  up 
crime,  and  made  restitution  artd  punished  the  of- 
fending wherever  it  was  possible.  I  hesitated  not 
to  inflict  punishment  upon  delinquent  officers,  too, 
such  punishment  as  was  well  calculated  to  strike 
terror  home  to  evil-doers.  Your  own  paper  or  the 
Democrat  mentioned  the  matter  at  the  time,  with 
commendation,  and  held  it  up  as  worthy  of  imi- 
tation. 

The  remaining  charge  to  be  noticed  is :  ^*  That, 
when  the  little  band  of  sixty  men  at  Shepherds- 
ville,  three  months  ago,  was  attacked  by  three 
hundred  guerrillas,  armed  with  flying  artillery 
and  small  arms,  he  (Dumont)  was  at  the  head  of 
ten  thousand  men,  only  nine  miles  off^  when  he 
heard  the  firing,  but  instead  of  hastening  to  the 
relief  of  the  beleaguered  handful  of  men,  he 
drew  up  his  whole  force  in  line  of  battle  and 
— gallantly  awaited  the  attack  of  the  three  hun- 
dreid !!!....  If  he  was  at  Hartsville, 
let  the  nightcap  be  to  him  in  place  of  the  laurel 
crown." 

I  object  not  to  your  abhorrence  of  such  con- 
duct, if  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  matter  were  as 
stated  by  you.  It  would  be  abhorrent  in  the  last 
degree,  but  you  have  been  misinformed,  imposed 
upon.  The  whole  story  is  a  wicked  fabrication, 
wiUi  no  particle  of  truth  in  it  It  is  now,  I  sup- 
pose, as  you  state,  three  months  since  the  trans- 
action to  which  you  allude,  and  until  now  I  have 
never  heard  that  I  was  blamed  for,  or  that  any 
one  supposed  that  I  could  have  prevented  what 
happened.  I  have  never  before  heard  my  name 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  matter  in  the 
remotest  degree.  If  as  stated  in  your  article,  it 
would  be  a  terrible  dereliction,  one  that  would  be 
known  to  the  officer  under  whose  command  I 
was,  one  calling  for  exemplary  punishment,  and 
yet  the  officer  then  in  command  at  Louisville  has 
never  intimated  to  me,  nor  has  any  one  else,  that 
I  was  to  blame  in  the  matter.  I  was  as  much  to 
blame  as  if  I  had  been  at  the  north  pole,  no  more. 
The  captured  men  did  not  belong  to  me.  Tou 
do  not  state  they  did.  You  state  that  I  had  ten 
thousand  men.  I  had  but  one  fourth  that  num- 
ber, but  tiuit  is  immaterial,  as  the  facts  stand, 
and  I  doubt  not  an  unintentional  misstatement 
What  are  they  ?  I  had  been  stationed  at  Lebanon, 
fifty  miles  fix>m  Shepherdsville.  I  had  not  been 
notified  and  did  not  know  there  were  any  troops 
at  the  latter  place.  I  was  ordered  to  proceed  by 
rail  firom  Lebanon  to  Lebanon  Junction,  a  dis- 
tance of  about  forty  miles,  and  arrived  after  mid* 
night  with  my  infantry ;  my  cavalry  not  coming 
by  rail,  but  guarding  a  train,  did  not  arrive  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  after  leaving  Le- 
banon. It  took  my  men  pretty  well  toward 
morning  to  unload  the  cars,  to  let  them  proceed 
to  Louisvill&  These  trains  were  the  last  that 
ever  crossed  that  bridge.  It  was  reduced  to 
ashes  early  that  morning,  before  the  morning 
train  from  Louisville  arrived;  indeed,  I  do  not 
JuK>w  that  that  train  started  out     After  the 


bridge  had  been  destroyed,  and  the  prison^s 
captured  and  paroled,  a  messenger  left  the  neigh- 
borhood and  came  down  to  Lebanon  Junction, 
and  communicated  the  fiict  to  me.  I  never  saw 
an  officer  or  man  of  the  captured  after  they 
arrived  in  Kentucky — the  word  did  not  coine 
fi?om  them.  We  nad  heard  no  firing,  not  a 
single  shot — and  had  not  had  the  slightest  ioti- 
mation  that  an  enemy  was  about^  until  the  &r- 
tival  of  the  messenger,  and  all  the  mischief  had 
been  done.  The  doctor  was  not  notified  until 
the  patient  was  dead  and  cold.  Indeed,  I  am 
told  that  not  a  shot  was  fired,  or  if  any,  not  to 
exceed  one  firom  a  small  mountain  howitzer,  that 
could  not  be  heard  at  the  distance  we  were  off- 
ten  miles.  I  do  not  know,  but  have  been  <rre<^- 
ibly  informed,  and  suppose  such  to  be  Uie  truth, 
that  no  one  was  killed,  no  one  was  wounded  I 
know  that  was  the  general  understanding  at  the 
time.  It  was  published  at  the  time»  that  before 
the  officer  commanding  the  sixty  men  would  sur- 
render, he  was  taken  out  and  shown  the  enemr's 
artillery,  and,  seeing  that  the  enemy  bad  three 
guns  and  some  six  hundred  mounted  troops,  and 
that  he  could  make  no  resistance  against  su<^  i 
force,  he  surrendered  without  a  fight.  If  tbe 
enemy  had  opened  his  artillery,  and  you  s&y 
small  arms,  too,  upon  him,  so  that  I,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  ten  miles,  could  have  heard  it,  be  would 
have  had  unmistakable  evidence  of  the  preseD**** 
of  artillery,  without  going  out  and  ezmmimng  tb« 
guns.  The  enemy,  six  hundred  stroi^  or  even 
three  hundred,  as  you  state  it,  with  small  amis 
and  three  pieces  of  artillery,  would  have.U^. 
apt  to  have,  hurt  somebody,  if  there  had  bet^ 
that  kind  of  firing  that  would  hare  notified  a 
camp  teii  miles  off. 

Lest  what  I  have  said  may  be  o<Histrued  as 
censuring  somebody,  I  will  say  ttuat  I  hare  never 
heard  that  any  body  blamed  Captain  Tinker,  w^io 
conunanded  the  company,  or  his  men,  for  tb« 
surrender.  I  presume  it  is  true  that  he  clasM 
not  have  fought  his  assailants  without  the  loss  df 
all  his  men ;  but  be  this  as  it  may,  it  is  imaaa- 
terial  to  my  purpose.  The  probability  ii;,  that 
the  enemy  arrived  near  the  bridge  at  Shepherds- 
ville as  soon  as  my  troops  did  at  Lebanon  Juat- 
tion,  and  only  awaited  the  dawn  of  day  to  make 
the  assault  or  demand  a  surrender.  It  was  tvti 
hours  or  more  after  all  the  mischief  had  b«<ea 
done  before  I  got  the  word,  and  then  I^d  cot  a 
mounted  man  to  give  pursuit,  nor  did  my  car- 
airy  arrive  until  the  afternoon.  They  had  u^tU- 
led  all  night  and  nearly  all  day  wittkont  rest  ani 
were  in  a  bad  condition  to  pursue  an  enemy  wii's 
eight  or  ten  hours  the  start  Still  I  sent 'oat  a 
squadron  in  pursuit,  but  the  pursuit  was  unaTJk^l 
iifg,  as  the  enemy  had  precipitately  fled  as  s**^"): 
as  he  had  accomplished  what  he  came  for.  Tl< 
enemy  were  all  mounted ;  pursuit  with  inCantn 
after  the  deed  was  done  would  have  been  unavi^l 
ing.  Infantry  could  not  have  reached  the  pLi"^ 
short  of  three  hours,  and  the  enemy  would  hay 
then  been  fifteen  miles  off. 

The  silly  and  absurd  stonr  that  firing  wa 
heard  at  my  camp,  and  that  I  was  thus  notiiie< 
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that  the  little  band  was  in  distress,  and  failed  to 
go  to  its  relief^  is  known  to  have  no  shadow  of 
truth  in  it,  by  Cols.  Owen,  King,  Miller,  and 
O'Brien,  of  the  infantry,  Captains  Nicklin  and 
Lilly,  of  the  artillery,  and  by  all  the  officers  and 
men  of  my  command.  I  appeal  to  them  to  re- 
lieve me  of  the  imputation,  and  by  their  testi- 
mony I  am  willing  to  abide. 

E.   DUXOKT. 

CHICAGO    "TRIBUNB"    ACCOUNT. 

CoLOiiBra,  Ohio,  Dec  18,  184B. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  regiment  Illinois 
Tolunteers  arriyed  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  this  morn- 
ing, and  are  now  quartered  in  Camp  Chase.  I 
hare  heard  their  account  of  the  Harts?ille  affair, 
ud  am  sure  many  of  your  readers  would  like  to 
see  a  narratiye  in  which  they  are  all  agreed,  and 
which  I  doubt  is  wholly  reliable. 

The  camp  at  Hartsville  was  more  than  a  mile 
from  the  town,  and  upon  the  bank  of  the  Cumber- 
land, on  ground  which,  according  to  the  statement 
of  the  Adjutant  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Ohio,  "ttMoogfa  it  might  be  called  a  strong  position 
P^T  in  adequate  force,  was  a  most  dangerous  one 
kr  a  RmaU  command  like  ours."  The  whole  Fed- 
enl  force  at  this  point  did  not  exceed  over  one 
Ihoosand  nine  hundred  effective  men  of  all  arms. 
Against  this  tittle  army,  Morgan  in  person  led  not 
less  than  four  thousand  men,  of  whom,  probably, 
not  less  than  two  thousand  were  veteran  troops, 
Slid  to  be  the  best  in  the  confederate  service,  con- 
'ssting  in  part  of  two  Kentucky  regiments,  who 
were  engaged  in  the  battle  of  Donelson,  and  were 
there  captured.  The  remaining  one  thousand 
w«re  guerrillas  and  bushwackers,  who  joined  his 
cfmmand  on  the  way,  and  who,  after  the  surren- 
der, dropped  out  at  every  cross-road  and  at  almost 
^erj  house,  and  returned  to  their  peaceful  occu- 
pations, resolved  doubtless  to  deport  themselves 
*i  loyal  citizens  henceforth.  In  addition  to  this 
^  force,  he  brought  with  him  twelve  pieces  of 
otillery  to  overcome  the  two  six-pounders  of  the 
Fedenk  The  two  forts  near  Hartsville,  one  three 
^Qtfters  of  a  mile  and  the  other  three  miles  from 
<Kir  camp,  were  yarded  by  our  men.  Consc- 
qoenUy,  Morgan  selected  a  spot  about  seven 
miles  distant,  where  no  one  ever  suspected  an  army 
could  effect  a  crossing,  on  account  of  the  steepness 
<^ the  hanks;  but  by  sloping  the  ground  and  lit- 
cnlly  sliding  down  his  horses,  which,  as  they 
f^^ed  the  river,  were  seized  and  mounted  by  his 
i^n,  he  accomplished  his  purpose.  Passing  up 
by  a  hy-road,  he  succeeded  in  getting  inside  of 
oar  pidcets,  nearly  all  of  whom  he  captured.  But 
*ne  discovered  the  enemy,  and  emptied  a  rebel 
ttddle,  ahrming  the  camp  and  bringing  our  men 
to  thdr  feet  instanter. 

The  line  of  battle  was  formed  with  the  Indiana 
avaliy,  One  Hundred  and  Fouxth  on  the  left^  the 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio  in  centre,  and  One 
Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio  on  the  right,  before  a 
^le  shot  was  fired.  The  battle  l^gan  an  hour 
iftd  a  half  later  than  Morgan  intended,  in  broad 
daylight,  by  a  shot  from  one  of  the  four  rebel  re- 
serve guns,  OQ  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.    His 


eight  remaining  pieces  were  placed  over  i^ainst 
the  One  Hundx^  and  Fourth. 

At  the  first  fire,  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth 
Ohio  broke  and  fled,  leaving  our  flank  exposed. 
Following  up  their  advantage,  the  rebels  at  length 
found  themselves  in  a  position  to  pour  in  a  cross- 
fire upon  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois 
and  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio.  The  fire 
became  so  hot,  that  an  order  was  at  length  given 
to  fall  back.  Until  then  not  a  man  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth  flinched.  Every  officer  and 
man  stood  up  bravely  to  the  work  and  fought 
most  effectively.  But  the  order  to  fall  back,  which 
under  the  circumstances  was  doubtless  a  military 
necessity,  threw  our  men  into  considerable  confu- 
sion, from  which  they  never  recovered. 

At  this  juncture  Col.  Moore,  perceiving  that  it 
was  useless  to  contend  longer  against  a  force  so 
greatly  superior  to  his  own,  raised  the  white  flag 
and  surrendered.  Capt  Ludington,  with  his  com- 
pany, who  had  held  a  position  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  camp,  continued  to  fight  for  some  con- 
siderable time  after  the  surrender,  doing  most  ad- 
mirable execution.  Company  A,  Capt  Leighton, 
was  acting  as  provost^uard  of  the  town,  and  was 
surrounded  at  the  banning  by  one  thousand 
horsemen,  and  compelled  to  surrender,  though  not 
before  his  men  had  killed  five  and  wounded  eight 
of  the  rebels,  with  a  loss  of  only  one  killed  and 
three  wounded.  Capt  Collins,  with  a  part  of  hid 
own  and  two  other  companies,  was  at  Gallatin, 
acting  as  escort  of  a  wagon-train,  and  was  not  in 
the  fight  at  alL  The  One  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Ohio,  when  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio 
fled,  was  compelled  to  fidl  back,  but  did  so  fight- 
ing and  in  good  order.  The  losses  of  that  great 
regiment  show  that  they  fought  gallantly.  Cut 
off  firom  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois, 
they  acted  independent  in  the  surrender. 

Such  are  the  main  features  of  the  fight,  from 
which  it  does  not  appear  that  our  men  were  easily 
surprised,  as  before  a  shot  was  fired  they  were  in 
line  of  battle.  Perhaps  there  was  not  sufficient 
precaution  taken  to  guard  against  a  surprise,  and 
perhaps  there  might  have  been  a  better  disposition 
of  the  Federal  troops;  but  there  could  hardly 
have  been  better  fighting  than  was  done  bv  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fourth  for  more  than  an  hour. 
They  contended  with  the  best  troops  of  the  con- 
federate uriny,  and  only  yielded  to  overwhelming 
numbers.  The  casualties  of  the  regiment,  and 
the  heavy  losses  of  the  enemy  which  exceeded  our 
own,  being  not  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  killed,  are  a  sufficient  proof  that  if  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth  did  not  fight  long,  it  fought 
well,  and  under  the  circumstances,  was  not  at  all 
disgraced  by  the  surrender. 

The  fight  over  and  the  spoils  gathered,  the 
prisoners  were  mounted  on  horses,  two*  on  each 
horse,  and  transported  over  the  Cumberland,  and 
marched  thence  on  foot  rapidly  toward  Murfrees- 
boro.  Twenty-five  miles  were  made  the  first  day 
between  one  o* clock  in  the  afternoon  and  nine 
o^clock  in  the  evening,  and  our  men  encamped 
without  having  tasted  food  for  twenty-four  hours 
— ^most  of  the  men  stood  during  the  whole  night 
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around  the  camp-fire  in  the  snow.  The  next  day 
they  marched  again,  and  not  until  nine  o* clock 
in  the  evening  did  they  taste  any  food.  Two 
ounces  of  flour  and  four  ounces  of  fresh  meat, 
without  salt,  were  then  doled  out  to  each  man. 
The  flour  was  made  into  dough,  wrapped  upon  a 
stick  and  baked,  while  the  meat  was  roasted. 

The  day  following,  at  about  meridian,  they 
reached  Murfreesboro,  where  they  were  paroled. 
On  Wednesday  morning,  they  were  sent  under 
guard  to  Nashyille.  Before  their  arrival  at  Mur- 
freesboro, their  overcoats  were  taken  from  them, 
and  within  three  miles  of  our  lines  on  the  return 
their  blankets  were  demanded  and  given  up. 
The  distance  of  thirty  miles  to  Nashville  was 
made  that  night 

The  men  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth 
think  they  have  had  a  pretty  hard  time  of  it ; 
but  it  is  harder  for  them  to  rest  under  the  suspi- 
cion that  they  have  not  done  their  duty,  or  have 
done  it  indifferently  well.  They  point  to  their 
decimated  ranks  and  their  honorable  wounds  as 
proofs  of  their  untarnished  honor.  They  are 
eager  to  be  exchanged ;  and  when  they  are,  wo 
unto  that  rebel  regiment  ihat  encounters  them 
on  the  battle-field. 

Col.  Moore,  Lieut-Col.  Hasseman,  and  Major 
Wedman,  are  still  prisoners,  and  are  doubtless 
regarded  by  the  rebels  as  a  rare  specimen  of 
^hat  they  are  pleased  to  term,  *^  the  blue-bellied 
Yanks."  W.  C.  S. 

REBELS   REPORTS  AND   NARRATIYEa 

GENERAL  BRAGQ'S  REPORT. 

HvinnsBOBO,  December  8, 1862. 

An  expedition  sent  under  acting  Brigadier- 
General  John  H.  Morgan,  attacked  an  outpost  of 
the  enemy  at  Hartsville,  on  the  Cumberland, 
yesterday  morning,  killed  and  wounded  two  hun- 
dred, captured  eighteen  hundred  prisoners,  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  and  two  thousand  small  arms, 
and  all  other  stores  at  the  position.  On  the 
previous  day  a  small  foraging  train  was  captured 
by  General  Wheeler,  near  Nashville,  with  fifty 
prisoners,  and  on  the  fifth  Colonel  Reddy*s  Ala- 
bama cavalry  also  captured  a  train  near  Corinth, 
with  its  escorts  and  a  number  of  negroes.  Our 
loss  at  Hartsville  about  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  killed  and  wounded.  None  at  either  of  the 
above  places.  Braxton  Braoo, 

Oenenl  Oomnunding. 

General  S.  Cooper,  Richmond. 


\ 


GENERAL  DRAGG'S  ORDER. 

HXAX>QITiniB9   DKPARTinHT   No.    9, 

MuKTRUSBORO,  December  13, 

General  Order  No.  156. 

With  pride  and  pleasure,  mingled  with  grati- 
tude to  the  Supreme  Source  of  all  our  victories, 
the  General  Commanding  has  the  satisfaction  of 
announcing  to  his  troops  the  signal  triumph  of 
our  arms  at  Hartsville,  Tennessee,  on  the  seventh 
instant 

This  brilliant  exploit  was  achieved  by  a  por- 
tion of  Morgan*8  cavalry  brigade,  together  with 


detachments  from  the  Second  and  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiments  of  infantry,  under  CoL  Hunt — 
the  whole  under  Brig. -Gen.  Morgan.  After  a  re- 
markable march  of  more  than  forty  miles  through 
snow  and  ice,  they  forded  the  Cumberiand  under 
cover  of  darkness,  and  at  daylight  predpitated 
themselves  upon  the  enemy.  Our  success  was 
complete.  With  a  force  of  not  more  than  one 
thousand  two  hundred  men  in  action,  we  inflicted 
a  loss  upon  the  enemy  of  five  hundred  killed  and 
wounded,  and  captured  eighteen  hundred  prison- 
ers, with  all  their  arms,  munitions,  and  othtx 
stores.  Our  own  loss  was  small,  compared  with 
the  result — ^not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five in  killed  and  wounded.  The  memory  of 
the  gallant  men  who  fell  to  rise  no  more,  wili  be 
revered  by  their  comrades,  and  forever  honored 
by  their  country. 

To  Brigadier-General  Moiigan  and  to  Colontd 
Hunt,  the  General  tenders  his  thankSi  and  assures 
them  of  the  admiration  of  his  army.  The  intel- 
ligence, zeal,  and  gallantry  displayed  by  them, 
will  serve  as  an  example  and  an  incentive  to  still 
more  honorable  deeds.  To  the  other  brave  offi- 
cers and  men  composing  the  expedition,  the  Gen- 
eral tenders  his  cordial  thanks  and  ooDgratnla- 
tions.  He  is  proud  of  them,  and  hails  the  sac- 
cess  achieved  by  their  valor  as  but  the  precursor 
of  still  greater  victories. 

Each  corps  engaged  in  the  action  will  in  future 
bear  upon  its  colors  the  name  of  the  memorable 
field.  By  comnumd  of  Goneral  BftAca 

Geo.  G.  Garner, 

Aaalstaat  AAiatant-GeneraL 
MURPREBSBORO  "REBEL  BANNER"  AOOOUHT. 

The  more  that  we  learn  of  the  battle  of  San 
day  last,  the  greater  is  our  astonishment  at  the 
wonderful  success  that  attended  this  daring  ex- 
ploit It  is  another  evidence  of  the  superior  st- 
gacity  and  military  skill  of  General  Morgan,  irho 
projected  the  expedition  and  carried  it  to  a  sue- 
cessful  issue.  His  plans  were  well  matured,  and 
though  there  were  delays  of  an  imavoidable  chu^ 
acter,  every  detail  was  promptly  and  faithfullj 
executed.  There  has  been,  we  dare  say,  no  fat 
of  arms  so  brilliant  or  so  completely  tnumphast 
in  the  Western  department  as  this ;  indeed,  we  ] 
doubt  if  the  annals  of  the  war  can  present  in- 
other  instance  of  equal  daring. 

The  forces  engaged  in  the  affiiir  on  our  sidt 
were  the  Ninth  and  Second  Kentucky  infaatir. 
commanded  by  CoL  Thomas  H.  Hunt,  number 
ing  six  hundred  and  eighty  men,  and  the  cavalrv 
regiments  of  Chenault,  Clukc,  Bennett,  and  Hutf 
man,  with  Cobb's  Kentucky  battery.  All  loM 
our  forces  were  about  one  thousand  three  hu^.- 
dred.  The  enemy  was  the  Thirty-ninth  brigii*- 
of  Dumonf  s  division,  composed  of  three  rr^.- 
ments,  one  battalion,  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  an^l 
section  of  artillery.  It  was  commanded  by  Col  , 
Abraham  B.  Moore,  of  Peru,  Lasalle  County,  Illi- 
nois, whose  commission,  we  arc  authorised  t.i 
say,  is  now  in  possession  of  Corporal  WheUn, 
company  K,  Second  Kentucky. 
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The  attack  was  made  just  after  sunrise,  but  in- 
steid  of  sorprising  the  lankees,  they  were  found 
i^tronglT  posted  on  the  top  of  a  steep  hill,  and  in 
perfect  line  of  batUe.  Our  line  was  formed  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy,  but  it  was  done  with  great 
prectsfon  and  perfect  accuracy.  After  our  boys 
had  commenced  the  forward  movement  there  was 
no  delay  or  hesitancy.  The  abolitionists  were 
driven  from  their  position,  then  through  their 
amps,  then  their  battery  of  fine  Parrott  guns 
captured,  and  finally  hemmed  in  on  the  river- 
Innk,  where  they  surrendered.  The  fight  lasted 
for  one  hour  and  twenty  minutes ;  but  in  that 
brief  period  the  firing  was  rapid  and  the  contest 
serere.  Many  gallant  spirits  fell  on  our  side,  but 
we  heaped  the  field  with  thrice  the  number  of 
Yankee  slain. 

Cobb's  battery  sustained  an  important  part  in 
the  fight,  and  lost  severely.  Lieut  Gracey  was, 
as  he  is  on  all  similar  occasions,  conspicuous  for 
his  gallantry  and  good  conduct  It  was  the  ninth 
engagement  in  which  he  has  participated,  and 
outfall  he  has  escaped  unhartned,  save  at  Shi- 
lob.  David  Watts,  a  private  of  this  battery,  who 
ns  killed,  was  an  intelligent  and  promising 
young  man,  the  son  of  the  well-known  merchant 
of  Padocah. 

The  town  of  Hartsville  and  some  four  hundred 
of  the  enemy  were  captured  by  Colonel  Bennett's 
command. 

To  John  Blazer,  of  company  0,  Ninth  Ken- 
tucky regiment,  belongs  the  honor  of  capturing 
tt«  battery  flag  of  the  enemy.  It  is  a  beautifid 
piece  of  sUk  bunting,  with  the  letter  B  upon  it 

The  Ninth  regiment  also  had  the  flag  of  the 
One  Hondred  and  Fourth  Illinois  regiment 

The  Second  regiment  brought  off  the  colors  of 
tbe  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio,  which,  before 
ffaching  town,  were,  by  order  of  Major  James 
^-  Hewitt,  reversed,  the  Union  down — a  signal 
of  distress. 

But  the  most  remarkable  fact  connected  with 
^^  expedition  was  the  endurance  of  the  infantry 
^ps.  They  marched,  on  a  bitter  night,  over 
%  miles,  fought  a  splendid  battle,  captured 
twice  their  numbers,  crossed  the  Cumberland 
^^Ver  twice,  and  yet  there  was  no  complaints 
beard  and  straggling  witnessed.  The  losses  of 
^e  cavalry  regiments  engaged  were  trifling. 

— J^«MJ  BantUTt  December  11. 
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FIGHT  NEAR  Lk  VERGNE,  TENN. 

In  Camp  vbae  Nabbtillk,  Tixvubu,  I 
flatunUy,  December  18,  IBOi.      f 

I  PitoposB  to  give  full  particulars  of  the  fight 
^t  La  Vergne,  as  witnessed  by  a  participant  in 
^^e  exciting  scene. 

TheThirty-flah  Indiana,  Fifty-first  Ohio,  Eighth 
and  Twenty-first  Kentucky  infantry,  with  two 
pns  of  Swallow's  Seventh  Indiana  battery,  went 
(^ut  Ijeyond  our  picket-lines  to  escort  fifty  wagons 
on  a  foraging  expedition.  They  ventured  as  far 
M  Stone's  River,  four  miles  from  La  Vergne,  and 
m  sight  of  the  enemy's  videttes.     We.  halted  in  a 


rich  bottom  in  a  bend  in  the  river,  where  an 
abundance  of  corn,  fodder,  and  oats  was  found 
The  wagons  were  sent  to  the  various  cribs,  pens, 
and  stacks  near  by  to  load,  while  Col.  Mathews 
led  the  whole  command  or  escort  to  Dobbin s's 
Ferry,  a  mile  off^  and  satisfied  himself  that  there 
would  be  no  attack  from  the  enemy  at  that  point 
Returning  to  the  wagons,  he  placed  the  artillery. 
Fifty-first  Ohio,  and  Thirty-fifth  Indiana  in  line 
of  battle,  as  guards,  while  the  Eighth  and  Twen- 
ty-first Kentucky  loaded  the  forage. 

Before  our  object  was  half  attained,  a  sharp 
crack  from  several  rifles  arrested  our  attention, 
and  in  a  momenf  the  enemy^s  cavalry  was  des- 
cried in  a  dense  cedar  thicket  in  our  rear.  About 
thirty  dismounted  skirmishers  attacked  a  squad 
of  men  (belonging  to  the  Twenty-first  Kentucky) 
who  were  loading  a  wagon  with  fodder.  This 
squad  repulsed  the  skirmishers  and  checked  the 
entire  force  until  relieved  by  the  Thirty-fifth  In- 
diana and  Fifty-first  Ohio,  who  charged  on  the 
enemy,  making  him  scamper  through  the  bushes, 
like  a  dog  with  a  piece  of  tin  tied  to  his  tail. 

By  this  time  the  wagons  were  loaded  and  start- 
ed ofl^  with  the  cannon.  Fifty-first  Ohio,  and 
Thirty-fifth  Indiana  in  advance — ^the  Twenty-first 
Kentucky  placed  at  intervals  along  the  train,  and 
the  Eighth  Kentucky  in  the  rear.  We  had  not 
proceeded  far  before  rapid  firing  was  heard  again 
in  the  rear.  In  a  short  time  the  Twenty-first 
Kentucky  was  formed  in  line  and  advanced  to  the 
line  of  skirmishers  at  a  right  angle  with  the 
wagon-train.  Here  there  was  some  detention  for 
fear  of  doing  injury  to  our  own  side  by  cross-fir- 
ing. Standing  where  they  could  see  the  enemy, 
our  boys*  attention  could  hardly  be  held  long 
enough  to  change  direction,  and  the  word  *'  For- 
ward 1*'  was  again  ^iven ;  they  dashed  ahead, 
firing  a  volley  and  raising  a  yell  that  terrified  the 
rebels,  and  caused  them  to  retreat  precipitately 
into  a  ravine  that  hid  them  entirely  fi*om  our 
view. 

Then  the  cannon  was  brought  forward,  planted 
on  a  site  in  a  corn-field,  and  directed  to  shell  the 
woods  in  front  of  us.  A  company  of  skirmishers 
were  called  for  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  turn- 
ing our  right,  and  company  E  was  thrown  for- 
ward, and  advanced  within  two  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy,  amidst  a  rapid  shower  of  grape-shot 
and  shell  from  two  of  their  guns.  This  move- 
ment, if  not  disastrous,  turned  the  enemy^s  left, 
relieved  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  and  saved  the  train 
from  capture.  The  enemy  disappeared,  and  the 
brigade  returned  to  camp  without  th^  loss  of  a 
wagon.  All  concur  in  according  to  CoL  Mathews 
the  most  gallant  conduct  throughout  the  engage- 
ment He  received  a  slight  wound  in  the  left 
cheek,  and  was  considerably  bruised  by  a  fall  from 
his  horse,  which  is  wild  and  at  times  very  unruly. 

A  pestiferous  but  not  dangerous  disease  affects 
the  noble  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  (Col.  Barnes)  in 
such  a  way  as  to  render  him  unfit  for  duty,  and, 
in  his  absence,  Lieut -Col.  May  assumed  command 
of  the  Eighth  Kentucky,  which  deserves  the  high- 
est encomiums  of  praise  for  resisting  the  enemy  at 
great  odds  —  maintaining  their  position  under  a 
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murderous  fire  of  muRketry,  and  returning  volley 
for  volley,  working  destruction  in  the  enemy's 
lines. 

Col.  S.  W.  Price  being  called  to  Nashville  on 
business,  the  command  of  the  Twenty-first  Ken- 
tucky devolved  on  Lieut. -Col.  J.  C.  Evans,  who 
stood  firmly  at  his  post  in  the  trying  hour,  and 
our  favorite.  Adjutant  Scott  Dudley,  unconscious 
of  sel^  stood  up  boldly,  cheering  the  boys  by  ex- 
ample to  stand  firm  and  be  quiet,  while  the  sky 
seemed  full  of  blue  streaks  from  bursting  bombs. 

Favorable  mention  should  be  made  of  the  fol- 
lowing soldiers,  who  resisted  the  enemy  in  the 
first  onset,  namely :  Sergeant  J[.  Frank  Morton, 
privates  R.  B.  Chism,  J.  P.  Hagan,  B.  S.  Jones, 
W.  W.  Oliver,  and  John  Morton,  of  company  F ; 
Corporal  Henry  Stahel,  privates  Jno.  Kiger,  Cas- 
sius  Kiger,  (slightly  wounded,)  Geo.  Montjoy,  Ed. 
Welsh,  and  Wm.  Murphy,  (wounded  in  the  thigh 
badly,)  of  company  A,  Twenty-first  Kentucky. 

Below  I  furnish  a  complete  list  of  the  casual- 
ties of  each  regiment :  ^ 

Thirty-Fiah  Indiana  —  killed —Adjt.  Bernard 
R.  Mullen,  private  Cormick  Conohan.  Wounded 
— Lieut. -CoL  John  E.  Bolfe,  badly,  privates  An- 
drew Hays,  badly,  William  O'Donnell,  Thomas 
Burke,  slightly,  Chas.  F.  Reese,  Mike  Harrigan, 
slightly. 

Fiay-First  Ohio— Privates  M.  Burr,  M.  Norris, 
E.  Cutchall,  W.  H.  Hardee,  company  C ;  M.  Pom- 
roy,  M.  Satur,  S.  McCoy,  W.  Smithj  company  D ; 
L.  Courtwright,  F.  Blosser,  company  F ;  J.  J.  La- 
masters,  company  G ;  P.  Young,  teamster. 

Eighth  Kentucky — taken  prisoners,  five — since 
paroled.     Calvin  Siler  missing. 

Killed — Wm.  Ross,  John  Stansberry,  Pleasant 
Smith. 

Wounded — ^Nelson  Petra,  Jones  Allford,  (since 
died,)  Silas  Landrum,  John  McCurd,  W.  H.  Rose, 
Charles  Braser,  Butler  Fraley,  Pies,  and  Gran. 
Philpot,  Lieut  McDaniel,  Fletcher  Bowman. 

This  fight  has  had  a  tendency  to  cement  the  re- 
giments, and  ^ive  them  greater  confidence  in  each 
other,  and  if  it  has  no  other  effect,  I  hope  it  may 
enable  us  to  count  on  each  other  in  the  great  bat- 
tle that  is  anticipated  somewhere  in  this  locality 
before  many  days. 

The  discipline  and  health  of  the  troops  here  is 
good.  Our  immediate  commanders.  Generals  Crit- 
tenden and  Van  Cleve,  are  &vorites  with  their 
men  ;  while  the  confidence  in  Gen.  Rosecrans  is 
unbounded,  and  his  recent  orders  are  heartily  ap- 
proved ;  and  there  is  an  abiding  hope  that  all 
things  are  tending  to  a  speedy  termination  of  the 
war.  J.  T.  G. 


Doc.  CT. 
FIGHT  NEAR  BRENTVILLB,  TENNESSEE. 

COLONEL  MARTIN'S  REPORT. 

HBADQDAETns  Tbiiitt-Sboond  Brioads,  Camp  itbaii  ) 
Nabhtilli,  TKBBBasBB,  December  9, 180t.     f 

Lieutenant  T.    W.  Morrison^  Acting  Anistant 
Adjutant- General^  Ninth  Division. 
I  HAVE  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to 

order  from  headquarters  Ninth  division,  I  order- 


ed the  Twenty-Fifth  regiment  Illinois  volunteers 
Lieut. -Col.  McClelland,  and  the  Eighth  Kansas 
battalion,  Capt  Block,  to  proceed  on  a  reconnois- 
ance  to  the  front,  in  the  division  of  Franklin, 
at  two  o^cIock  P.M.  to-day.  The  command  left 
promptly  at  the  hour,  and  I  rode  with  it  as  hx 
as  the  outside  pickets,  which  had  a  short  time  be- 
fore been  fired  into  by  a  small  body  of  the  enemy. 
Here  I  received  an  order  from  headquarters  to 
send  out  another  regiment,  and  a  section  of  artil- 
lery, and  in  compliance  I  immediately  ordered  the 
Eighty-first  Indiana  volunteers,  Major  Woodbnrr, 
and  two  pieces  of  Capt  Carpenter  a  Eighth  Wis- 
consin battery,  to  join  the  reconnoissance,  and 
then  went  forward  to  join  the  force  in  advance. 

Lieut -Colonel  McClelland  had  already  deployed 
four  companies  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  and  Eighth 
as  skirmishers  in  advance,  on  each  side  of  the 
road,  and  these  had  engaged  in  a  brisk  running 
fight  with  the  enemy,  who  were  also  thrown  out 
as  skirmishers.  The  rebels  retreated,  abandoning 
their  guns,  and  even  some  of  their  dothing  in 
their  hasty  fiight* 

I  directed  the  battery  to  move  up  the  road  be- 
hind the  infantry.  Captain  Pease,  of  Gen.  Davis*» 
staff  had  meantime  joined  the  command  with  a 
small  force  of  cavalry,  and  was  doing  valuabW 
service  in  skirmishing  to  the  right  and  front 

The  whole  command  then  moved  forward,  (he- 
skirmishers  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire,  until  we  were 
about  five  miles  beyond  Brentville,  when  a  con- 
siderable body  of  the  enemy  was  seen  in  the  road 
about  a  mile  distant  I  had  the  battery  imme- 
diately placed  in  position  in  the  road,  and  fire-i 
several  rounds  at  them.  The  enemy  scattered 
and  disappeared  at  the  first  shot  in  great  haste. 

We  remained  here  until  just  before  sundown, 
when,  in  accordance  with  our  orders,  we  returned 
to  camp.  From  the  best  information  I  ooold  gain 
along  the  road,  the  enemy's  force  is  all  cavalrv. 
and  numbers  three  or  four  hundred  men.  ^Ve 
drove  them  from  their  camp,  finding  their  camp- 
fires  yet  burning  brightly  when  we  came  up.  One 
private  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Illinois  is  reportei 
slightly  wounded.  What  loss  the  enemy  sos- 
tained,  I  am  unable  to  state,  although  sereral 
were  seen  to  fiilL 

I  am  very  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant^ 
John  A.  Mastik, 

Ck>lonel  Oommaodlng  Thirty  wodJ  frifa^fe 


Doc.  6a 


BOMBARDMENT  OF  FREDERICKS- 
BURGH,  VA.* 

FuDBUCKnuiOH,  Va.,  Thnndftj  Nl^t,  Dct.  1^ 

I  LOGALizK  this  letter  Fredericksbuiigh,  but  it  is 
assuredly  ^Miving"  Fredericksburgh  '*do  moreL" 
A  city  soulless,  rent  by  wrack  of  war,  and  shoot- 
ing up  in  flames  athwart  night^s  sky,  is  the  pretty 
little  antique  spot  by  the  Rappahannock,  erc- 
while  the  peculiar  scene  of  dignified  ease  and 
retirement 

The  advance  of  the  right  grand  dirision  of  tb«  | 

*  See  page  79  Docs.,  ante. 
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anny  of  tlie  Potomac  rests  here  to-Dight,  after  a 
series  of  operations  which  are  certainly  among 
the  most  extraordinary  of  the  wnr.  To  those  who 
retired  to  rest^  uninformed  of  what  nighf  was  des- 
tined to  bring  forth,  the  spectacle  this  morning 
mast  bare  seemed  strange  enough  to  be  the  im- 
prorUfttion  of  the  magician's  art.  One  hundred 
and  fifty  pieces  of  cannon  covered  the  circular 
s?reepof  the  heights  of  Fredericksburgh ;  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  men  in  battle  array  had 
yprang  from  the  earth,  and  lay,  ready  for  the  ad- 
vaoce,  behind  those  heights.  But  to  the  initiated, 
vho  spent  the  night  in  vigils  and  knew  what  work 
crowded  its  busy  hours,  it  was  all  intelligible 
enough.  All  night  artillery  came,  and  came  with 
its  ooseless,  heavy  rumble,  and  as  each  battery 
arnted  from  the  rear  it  was  posted  in  the  place 
selected  for  it  by  the€hief  of  Artillery.  All  night 
(be  perpetual  tramp  of  men  moving  to  the  front 
filled  the  air.  Pontoon  trains  unwound  their  long, 
soake-iike  forms,  and  were  drawn,  each  boat  by 
its  team,  down  to  the  river's  brink. 

It  bad  been  determined,  in  council  of  war,  held 
on  Wednesday,  that,  instead  of  extending  our  lines 
of  operations  along  the  river  from  Falmouth  to  Port 
Coflvaj,  the  entire  army  should  be  crossed  at  or 
near  fredericksburgh. 

Fire  pontoon-bridges  were  to  be  thrown  across 
the  riTer— the  first  at  the  Lacey  House,  which 
\m  directly  opposite  the  end  of  the  main  street  of 
Fredmcksburgh,  half  a  mile  below  Falmouth ;  the 
f^ecoad  and  third  within  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  first  The  remaining  two  were  to  be  thrown 
oTer  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  further  down 
the  stream,  and  on  these  the  grand  division  of 
GciL  Franklin — the  left — would  cross,  while  Sum- 
mer's and  Hooker's  grand  divisions — right  and 
oeatre— would  use  the  three  upper  ones. 

It  was  about  three  o'clock  this  morning  when 
tbe  boats  were  unshipped  from  the  teams  at  the 
rircf's  brink.  Swiftly  and  silently  the  Engineer 
Corps  proceeded  to  their  work.  A  dense  fog  filled 
tbe  Taliejg  and  water  margin,  through  which  the 
bridge-builders  appeared  as  spectral  forma  The 
^ital  of  the  Times  special  correspondent  with 
^•»  left  will  inform  you  of  the  details  of  the  con-. 
^traction  of  the  two  lower — Franklin's — ^bridges. 
^Jork  there  was  performed  with  perfect  success — 
the  engineers  being  allowed  to  complete  the  first 
^thoat  any  interruption  whatever,  while  the  con- 
^^tpu^on  of  Uie  other  was  but  slightly  interrupted 
^J  the  fire  of  the  rebel  sharp-shooters. 

We  were  not  so  fortunate  with  the  upper  bridges. 
fhe  artificers  had  but  got  fairly  to  work,  when  at 
fire  o'alock  the  firing  of  two  guns  from  one  of  the 
enemy's  batteries  announced  that  we  were  dis- 
covered. They  were  signal-guns.  Rapid  volleys  of 
no^ketry,  discharged  at  our  bridge-builders,  im- 
^^^sdiaulj  followed.  This  was  promptly  responded 
tr)  OQ  oar  dde,  by  the  opening  of  several  batteries. 
^  fog,  however,  still  hung  densely  over  the 
^Ter.  It  was  still  quite  dark,  and  the  practice  of 
the  artillerists  was  necessarily  very  much  at  ran- 
<^ni.  The  Engineer  Corps  su£fered  severely  from 
^  fire  of  the  sharp-shooters  concealed  in  the  town. 
Xbe  little  band  was  being  murderously  thinned, 


and  presently  the  work  on  the  bridges  slackened, 
and  then  ceased. 

Meanwhile  the  firing  from  our  batteries,  posted 
about  a  mile  fi*om  the  river,  was  kept  up  vigor- 
ously. The  effect  was  singular  enough,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  believe  that  the  whole  affair  was  not 
a  phantasmagoria.  It  was  still  quite  dark,  the 
horizon  around  being  lit  up  only  by  the  flash  of 
projectiles,  which  reappeared  in  explosive  flame 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Daylight  came,  but  with  it  came  not  clearness 
of  vision  for  on-lookers.  The  mist  and  smoke  not 
only  did  not  lighten,  but  grew  more  opaque  and 
heavy,  hugging  the  ground  closely.  Our  gunners, 
however,  still  continued  to  launch  their  missiles 
at  a  venture.  The  rebel  batteries  hardly  returned 
our  fire,  and  this  chariness  of  their  ammunition 
they  preserved  all  day — not  a  dozen  rounds  being 
fired  during  the  whole  forenoon. 

Toward  eight  o'clock  a  large  party  of  general 
officers,  among  them  General  Bumside,  the  corps 
commanders,  and  noany  others  of  high  rank,  had 
congregated  in  front  of  and  on  the  balcony  of  Gen. 
Sumner's  headquarters,  Phillips's  House,  situated 
about  a  mile  directly  back  of  the  Lacey  House. 
The  performance  could  be  heard  but  not  seen — 
the  stage  was  obstinately  hidden  from  view,  and 
all  were  impatient  that  the  curtain  should  rise. 
Aids  and  couriers  came  and  went  with  messages 
to  and  from  the  batteries  and  bridges. 

At  half-past  nine  oVlock  official  notification 
was  received  that  the  two  bridges  on  the  extreme 
left  were  completed,  and. Gen.  Franklin  sent  to 
General  Burnside  to  know  if  he  should  cross  his 
force  at  once.  The  reply  was,  that  he  should 
wait  until  the  upper  bridges  also  were  completed. 

Meantime,  with  the  latter  but  little  progress 
was  made.  During  the  next  couple  of  hours  half 
a  dozen  attempts  were  made  to  complete  the 
bridges,  but  each  time  the  party  was  repulsed 
with  severe  loss.  On  the  occasion  of  one  essay, 
Gapt  Brainard,  of  the  Fiftieth  New- York  volun- 
teer engineers,  went  out  on  the  bridge  with 
eleven  men.  Five  immediately  fell  by  the  balls 
of  the  rebel  sharp-shooters.  Capt.  Perkins  led 
another  party,  and  was  shot  through  the  neck, 
and  the  Sixty-sixth  and  Fifty-seventh  New-York 
regiments,  which  were  supporting  the  Fiftieth 
and  Fifteenth  New- York  volunteer  engineers — 
Gen.  Woodbury's  brigade — suffered  severely.  It 
was  a  hopeless  task,  and  we  made  lii^tle  or  no 
progress.  The  rebel  sharp-shooters,  posted  in  the 
cellars  of  the  houses  of  the  front  street,  not  fifty 
yards  from  the  river,  behind  stone  walls  and  in 
rifle-pits,  were  able  to  pick  off  with  damnable  ac- 
curacy any  party  of  engineers  venturing  on  the 
half-completed  bridges. 

The  case  was  perfectly  clear.  Nothing  can  be 
done  till  they  are  dislodged  from  their  lurking- 
places.  There  is  but  one  way  of  doing  this 
effectually — shell  the  town.  At  ten  o'clock  Gen. 
Bumside  gives  the  order:  *^ Concentrate  the  fire 
of  all  your  guns  on  the  city,  and  batter  it  down !" 
You  may  believe,  they  were  not  loth  to  obey. 
The  artillery  of  the  right,  eight  batteries,  was 
commanded  by  CoL  Hays;  Col.  Tompkins,  right 
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centre,  eleven  batteries ;  Colonel  Tjler,  left  centre, 
FCTcn  batteries;  Capt  De  Russy,  left^  nine  bat- 
teries. In  a  few  moments  these  thirtj-five 
batteries,  forming  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
seventy-nine  guns,  ranging  from  ten-pounder  Par- 
rotts  to  four  and  a  half  inch  siege-guns,  posted 
along  the  convex  side  of  the  arc  of  the  circle, 
formed  by  the  bend  of  the  river  and  land  oppo- 
site Fredericksburgh,  opened  on  the  doomed  city. 
The  effect  was,  of  course,  terrific,  and,  r^arded 
merely  as  a  phenomenon,  was  among  the  most 
awfully  grand  conceivable  Perhaps  what  will 
give  you  the  liveliest  idea  of  its  effect  is  a  suc- 
cession, absolutely  without  intermission,  of  the 
very  loudest  thunder-peals.  It  lasted  thus  for  up- 
ward of  an  hour,  fifty  rounds  being  fired  from 
each  gun,  and  I  know  not  how  many  hundred 
tons  of  iron  were  thrown  into  the  town. 

The  congregated  generals  were  transfixed. 
Mingled  satisfaction  and  awe  was  upon  every 
face.  But  what  was  tantalizing,  was,  that  though 
a  great  deal  could  be  heard,  nothing  could  be 
seen,  the  city  being  still  enveloped  in  fog  and 
»  mist.  Only  a  denser  pillar  of  smoke  defining 
itself  on  tne  background  of  the  fog,  indicated 
where  the  town  had  been  fired  by  our  shells. 
Another  and  another  column  showed  itself  and 
we  presently  saw  that  at  least  a  dozen  houses 
must  be  on  fire. 

Toward  noon  the  curtain  rolled  up,  and  we 
saw  that  it  was  indeed  so.  Fredericksburgh  was 
in  conflagration.  Tremendous  though  this  firing 
had  been,  and  terrific  though  its  effect  obviously 
was  on  the  town,  it  had  not  accomplished  the  ob- 
ject intended.  It  was  found  by  our  gunners  al- 
most impossible  to  obtain  a  sufficient  depression 
of  their  pieces  to  shell  the  front  part  of  the  dty, 
and  the  rebel  sharp-shooters  were  still  compara- 
tively safe  behind  the  thick  stone  walls  of  the 
houses. 

During  the  thick  of  the  bombardment  a  fresh 
attempt  had  been  made  to  complete  the  bridge. 
It  failed,  and  evidently  nothing  could  be  done  till 
a  party  could  be  thrown  over  to  clean  out  the 
rebels  and  cover  the  bridge-head.  For  this  mis- 
sion General  Burnside  called  for  volunteers,  and 
Col.  Hall,  of  Fort  Sumter  fame,  immediately  re- 
sponded that  he  had  a  brigade  that  would  do  the 
business.  Accordingly,  the  Seventh  Michigan 
and  Nineteenth  Massachusetts,  two  small  regi- 
ments, numbering  in  all  about  four  hundred 
men,  were  selected  for  the  purpose. 

The  plan  was,  that  they  should  take  the  pon- 
toon-boats of  the  first  bridge,  of  which  there 
were  ten  lying  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  waiting 
to  be  added  to  the  half-finished  bridge,  cross  over 
in  them,  and  landing,  drive  out  the  rebels. 

Nothing  could  be  more  admirable  or  more  gal- 
lant than  the  execution  of  this  daring  feat 
Rushing  down  the  steep  banks  of  the  river,  the 
party  found  temporary  shelter  behind  the  pon- 
toon-boats lying  scattered  on  the  bank,  and  be- 
hind the  piles  of  planking  destined  for  the  cover- 
ing of  the  bridge,  behind  rocks,  etc.  In  this 
situation  they  acted  some  fifteen  or  twenty  min- 
utes as  sharp-shooters,  they  and  the  rebels  ob- 


serving each  other.  In  the  mean  time  new  ud 
vigorous  artillery  firing  was  commenced  on  our 
part,  and  just  as  soon  as  this  v^as  fairly  derelo^ 
ed,  the  Seventh  Michigan  rose  from  their  crouch- 
ing places,  rushed  for  the  pontoon-boata,  and 
pushing  them  into  the  water,  n^idly  filled  them 
with  twenty-five  or  thirty  each. 

The  first  boat  pushes  off.  Now,  if  ever,  is  the 
rebels*  opportunity.  Crack!  crack!  crack!  from 
fifty  lurking-places  go  rebel  rifles  at  the  gallant 
fellows,  who,  stooping  low  in  the  boat,  wk  to 
avoid  the  fire.  The  murderous  work  was  well 
done.  Lustily,  however,  pull  the  oarsmen,  and 
presently,  having  passed  the  middle  of  the  stream, 
the  boat  and  its  gallant  freight  come  under  corer 
of  the  opposite  bluffs. 

Another  and  another  boat  follows.  Now  is 
their  opportunity.  Nothing  could  be  more  amus- 
ing in  its  way  than  the  result  Instantly  tber 
see  a  new  turn  of  afiurs.  The  rebels  pop  ap  bj 
the  hundred,  like  so  many  rats,  firom  everj  cel- 
lar, rifle-pit,  and  stone  wail,  and  scamper  off  up 
the  streets  of  tl\e  town.  With  all  their  fleetnesi. 
however,  many  of  them  were  much  too  slow. 
With  incredible  rapidity  the  Michigan  and  Mas- 
sachusetts boys  sweep  up  the  hill,  making  a  rush 
for  the  lurking-places  occupied  by  the  rebels,  and 
gaining  them,  each  man  capturing  his  two  o: 
three  prisoners.  The  pontoon-bcMts,  on  their 
return  trip,  took  over  more  than  a  hundred  of 
these  fellows. 

You  can  imagine  with  what  intense  interest 
the  crossing  of  the  first  boat-load  of  our  men  was 
watched  by  the  numerous  spectators  on  the  shore, 
and  with  what  enthusiastic  shouts  their  laoding 
on  the  opposite  side  was  greeted.  It  was  an  au- 
thentic piece  of  human  heroism,  which  mores 
men,  as  nothing  else  can.  The  problem  wi& 
solved.  This  flash  of  bravery  had  done  wiul 
scores  of  batteries  and  tons  of  metal  had  failed 
to  accomplish.  The  countiy  will  not  foiget  that 
little  band.  Theur  loss  in  the  pmlous  enterprye 
was,  so  far  as  I  could  ascertain,  as  follows: 

Killed  —  A.  Wickson,  company  A ;  Corpoial 
Jos.  L.  Rice,  company  C. 

Wounded — J.  N.  Basna,  company  G,  mortallT; 
Riley  Faulluier,  severely;  Lieutenant  SeoorN 
company  C ;  C.  H.  Hewson,  company  G,  band ; 
Sergeant  Thomas  Galdwell,  company  F,  sererclj 
wounded  in  shoulder;  Jos.  Crene,  company F< 
arm. 

The  party  once  across,  and  the  rebels  cleaned 
out,  it  took  the  engineers  but  a  brief  period  to 
complete  the  bridge.  They  laid  hold  with  a  will 
plunging  waist-deep  into  the  water,  and  working 
as  men  work  who  are  under  inspiration.  In  le&i 
than  half  an  hour  the  bridee  was  completed,  and 
the  head  of  the  column  of  the  right  grand  divi- 
sion,  oonsisting  of  General  HowuxTs  conumnd. 
was  moving  upon  it  over  the  Rappahannock.  -^ 
feeble  attempt  from  the  rebel  batteries  was  mad.' 
to  shell  the  troops  in  crossing,  but  it  fiuled  coxu- 
pletely. 

Your  correspondent  found  an  opportunity  u 
cross  the  river  along  with  the  party  who  tni 
went  over,  in  a  boat,  oaving  been  curious  to  take 
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I  closer  view  of  the  dty  which  we  hare  for  near 
a  month  been  obserring  over  the  liver,  not  three 
handred  jtords  wide,  without  the  power  of  visita- 
tio&   As  the  rebels  were  in  very  considerable 
f{?ce  on  the  heights  back  of  the  city,  one  could 
not  extend  his  perambulations  beyond  the  street 
fronting  on  the  river.     Every  one  of  the  houses 
rhich  I  here  entered,  a  dozen  or  more,  is  torn  to 
rieces  by  shot  and  shell,  and  the  fire  still  hotly 
1%^  in  a  dosen  parts  of  the  city.   A  few  citizens 
— s  score  or  two,  perhaps  —  male  and  female, 
presentlj  made  their  appearance,  ememng  out 
c^the  cdltrs,  whither  they  had  taken  refuge  dur- 
b^  the  bombardment    Three  women — ^white— 
Thoo  we  found  in  a  cellar,  told  us  that  they, 
with  »  mijority  of  the  inhabitants,  had  moved 
out  of  Fredericksburgh  a  fortnight  or  so  pre- 
noosly,  but  that^  growing  reassuied  by  our  long 
d^liy,  thev,  with  a  good  many  others,  had  come 
back  the  evening  before.     The  former  inhabit- 
ants, they  report  as  now  living  in  various  parts 
of  the  enTiroDS,  some  in  negro  huts,  and  others 
b  tents  made  with  bed-clothes,  etc 

During  the  aftttmoon  of  the  bombardment  we 
obfiored  a  couple  of  white  handkerchiefs  waved 
cQt  of  the  windows  in  a  house  in  the  city.  This 
vas  taken  by  some  for  a  flag  of  truce,  and  the 
Chief  of  Artillery  was  on  the  point  of  causing  the 
Mng  to  cease.  General  Bumside,  however, 
<^ded  that  it  was  probably  merely  only  the 
voDted  rebel  ruse,  and  ordered  operations  to  be 
continued.  We  found  out  that  the  demonstra- 
to  were  made  by  two  of  the  women  referred 
k  with  the  desire  that  we  should  send  over  a 
W  ud  convey  them  away  from  Fredericks- 
burgh. 

Among  other  prominent  objects  during  the 
bombtr&ient  was  a  large  British  flag,  flying  over 
the  house  of  the  English  GonsuL  This  person- 
age, however,  was  not  found  ^in  his  house  when 
Reentered  the  city,  and  the  flag  was  taken  pos- 
session of  and  brought  away. 

A  number  of  rebel  dead  were  foimd  in  various 
pvts  of  the  city,  some  exhibiting  frightful  muti- 
btioQs  from  shells,  and  I  took  as  a  trophy,  a  rifle, 
^  loaded,  out  of  the  grasp  of  a  hand  belonging 
(0  i  headless  trunk. 

The  infimtry  in  the  dty  appear  to  have  been 
^n^s^ppians,  South-Garolinans,  and  Floridians. 
^^  of  them  that  we  took  prisoners  were 
^tcfaedly  dad,  and  mostly  without  blankets  or 
'^ereoats,  but  they  geno^y  looked  stout  and 
^thy,  and  certainly  in  fiir  better  condition  than 
^^y  amid  have  beien  were  there  any  truth  in 
he  report  of  some  deserters  the  other  day,  to  the 
i!fect  that  for  tlu^e  weeks  they  had  nothing  to 
^  bat  the  persimmons  they  were  able  to  pick 

Although  we  are  not  yet  fully  informed  of  the 
^^^^:»^t  positions  of  the  enemy,  there  seems  to 
^  P^  ground  to  daim  that  General  Bumside 
^  sQocceded  in  outgeneralling  and  outwitting 
^^m.  His  decoys  to  make  them  believe  that  we 
'«fe  about  to  cross  our  main  force  at  Port  Con- 
'^v,  seem  to  have  succeeded  admirably.  1  sup- 
^^  there  is  no  harm  now  in  my  mentioning 


that  among  the  ruses  he  employed  was  sending 
down,  day  before  yesterday,  to  Port  Conway, 
three  hundred  wagons,  and  bringing  them  bock 
by  a  different  road,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  mak- 
ing the  rebels  believe  that  we  were  about  to 
cross  the  river  at  that  point  To  the  same  end, 
workmen  were  busily  emploved  in  laying  cause- 
ways for  supposed  pontoon- bridges  there,  while 
the  gunboats  were  held  as  bugaboos  at  the  same 
place.  Completely  deceived  by  these  feints,  the 
main  rebel  force,  including  Jackson^s  command, 
seems  to  have  been,  two  or  three  days  ago,  trans- 
ferred twenty  or  twenty- five  miles  down  the  river. 
It  must  be  remembered,  however,  that  without 
the  utmost  celerity  on  our  part,  they  can  readily 
retrieve  this  blimder  by  a  forced  march  or  two. 
Signal-guns,  at  five  o  clock  this  morning,  gave 
them  the  cue  to  what  was  going  on,  and  doubt- 
less they  have  not  been  idle  during  the  interven- 
ing hours.  To-morrow  will  disclose  what  unseen 
moves  have  been  made  on  the  chess-board. 


Doc.  69. 


W.  S. 


RAID  IN  CRAWFORD  COUNTY,  MO. 

REPORT  OF  CAPTAIN  REEVES. 
O&iOB,  CaAwroKO  Covm,  Ma,  December  9, 18€2. 

CoUmel  J,  M.  Glover : 

A  BAND  of  six  guerrillas,  headed  by  Charles 
Barnes,  made  a  raid  upon  our  part  of  the  county, 
on  the  night  of  the  twenty-fifth  ultimo.     Before 
night  they  passed  down  Huzza  Creek  unobserved, 
except  by  one  person,  whom  they  arrested.    They 
commenced  their  business  at  the  house  of  John 
S.  Brickey,  by  taking  two  guns,  a  pistol,  a  negro 
man  and  negro  girl.     Barnes  took  a  pair  of  hand- 
cufis  fi^)m  his  siuldle-bags  and  fastened  upon  the 
negro  man,  but  before  they  had  gone  far  they 
took  an  alarm  at  cattle  that  ran  near  them,  and 
the  negro  man  made  his  escape.     They  went  back 
up  the  Huzza  Creek,  which  runs  from  a  southern 
direction.    They  called  at  the  house  of  Israel  P. 
Brickey,  and  took  a  gun  and  pistol,  and  also  com- 
pelled Brickey,   to  furnish  them  with  supper. 
Next  they  broke  into  the  house  Of  Cornelius 
Brickey,  calling  for  him   and    his  son  James, 
whom  Barnes  had  previously  threatened,  neither 
of  them  bdng  at  home.    They  next  went  one 
mile  to  the  house  of  Peter  Brickey.     There  they 
arrested  his  son  Jarret,  who  made  his  escape  just 
as  they  left  the  house,  and  slipped  in  the  dark. 
They  took  one  negro,  one  horse,  saddle,  bridle, 
pants,  hats,  and  blankets.     Next  they  went  to 
tlie  house  of  James  Sanders,  Jr.,  the  First  Ser- 
geant of  my  company.    They  rushed  into  the 
house  before  he  was  warned  suffidently  to  get 
out  of  bed,  and  called  upon  him  to  surrender,  but 
he  resisted  by  springing  out  of  bed,  snatching  his 
revolver  from  under  his  pillow,  and  firing  at  the 
breast  of  Barnes,  who,  about  the  same  time,  fired 
upon  Sanders,  and  at  the  same  time  ordered  his 
comrades  to  '^  fire."     Four  balls  struck  Sanders 
and  he  fell  to  the  floor.     A  fatal  shot  was  now 
about  to  be  made  from  a  rifle,  when  Sanders^s  sis* 
ter  threw  up  the  muzzle.    They  gathered  his  pis- 
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tol,  and  immediately  left  You  readily  imagine 
the  scene — all  transpiring  in  the  room  where 
were  a  sister,  a  wife,  and  two  children.  The  vil- 
lains next  went  one  and  a  half  miles  to  the  house 
of  David  Kilgore,  who  went  with  them  as  a  pilot. 
Thence  they  went  two  miles  to  Henry  Martin's, 
took  one  gun  ;  thence  half  a  mile  to  the  house  of 
a  widow,  whose  name  is  Skaggs ;  there  they 
gathered  blankets  quilU,  one  revolver,  one  gun, 
and  one  horse ;  thence  four  miles  to  Henry  Ba- 
ger's,  where  they  took  one  gun.  One  mile  fur- 
ther they  came  up  to  the  house  of  Captain  S. 
Mason,  and  attempted  to  rush  in  ;  the  door  being 
fastened,  they  ordered  it  opened,  and  cursed  the 
Captain  and  bade  him  surrender.  The  Captain 
retreated  to  a  dark  part  of  the  house  with  a  pre- 
paration of  eight  loaded  barrels,  including  guns 
and  pistols.  He  caused  his  children  to  make  a 
light  in  the  room  and  open  the  door,  bidding 
them  to  "  walk  in."  Barnes  ordered  his  men  to 
'^  charge,"  but  it  was  no  go.  They  all  soon  left 
without  getting  in  range  of  the  light  They  Qon- 
tinued  in  a  southern  direction,  without  commit- 
ting other  depredations  worthy  of  mention.  The 
negroes  that  were  with  them  say  that  the  militia 
could  not  get  together  and  be  ready  to  pursue 
them  before  ten  o'clock  of  the  following  day,  but 
they  were  mistaken  ;  the  citizens  commenced 
collecting  immediately  after  the  shooting  of  San- 
ders, and  started  on  the  track,  volunteers  gather- 
ing and  joining  us  on  the  way,  until  we  numbered 
about  thirty.  We  followed  the  trail  in  pursuit 
until  about  two  p.m.,  when  we  came  up  within 
sight,  upon  the  "dividing"  ridge  between  the 
Current  and  Huzza  Rivers,  in  Iron  County. 

When  they  saw  us,  they  immediately  threw 
down  baggage,  consisting  of  guns,  blankets,  etc 
They  soon  also  left  the  negroes  and  horses  that 
they  were  leading.  They  scattered  into  the  woods 
in  several  directions.  Our  company  divided  also 
in  quick  pursuit,  firing  upon  them  as  they  ran. 
Being  upon  fresh  horses,  three  of  them  made 
their  escape  with  a  horse  each.  Another  that 
was  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  made  his  escape 
into  a  thicket  by  leaving  his  horse.  We  cap- 
tured five  horses,  one  holster-pistol,  many  guns, 
blankets,  saddles,  and  saddle-bags,  and  succeeded 
in  killine  two  of  the  band,  one  of  whom  was  in 
Mr.  Brickey's  pants  that  they  had  taken  the  night 
previous.  We  take  no  pleasure  in  putting  to 
death  any  one  in  human  shape,  but  know  of  no 
other  way  of  ridding  our  country  of  midnight  as- 
sassins that  have  been  our  greatest  annoyance 
connected  with  this  inexcusable  rebellion,  but  to 
hunt  them  down  and  kill  them. 

Nathaniel  B.  Rebves, 

Cftptoln  Company  D,  Orawford  M.1S.M. 


Doc.  70. 
CAPTAIN  BIRCH'S   EXPEDITION 

INTO  MABION  COUKTT,    ARK.,  DEC.  12. 

OlAEK,  Mo.,  Dec  18,  1809. 

Mwor  Jamea  H,  Steger^  A. A.  General, 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  reporting  to  you  for 


the  information  of  the  Commanding  Genenl  thq 
result  of  a  scout  commanded  by  me  in  Maiion 
County,  Arkansas. 

By  permission  from  Captain  Flagg,  commindi 
ing  this  post,  I  took  command  of  forty  men  com^ 
posed  of  detachments  from  companies  D,  F,  0, 
and  H,  Second  battalion,  Fourteenth  rcgunepi 
cavalry  Missouri  State  militia,  and  on  the  mom 
ing  of  the  ninth  instant  marched  for  LawreiKe'i 
Mill,  a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles.  I  wrived  at 
tiie  mill  early  in  the  night,  and  remabed  tbere 
till  noon  of  the  tenth,  waiting  for  forage.  Dm  la? 
this  time  I  held  a  consultation  with  the  oScfrs 
of  my  command  and  those  9f  the  enrolled  mQitii 
stationed  at  the  mill,  in  regard  to  ^e  directiim 
we  should  take.  It  had  been  my  inteDtioD  ta 
make  an  expedition  into  the  White  RiTerconntry 
below  Dubuque,  where  it  is  said  a  band  of  ni* 
rauders  have  a  considerable  number  of  horses. 

These  marauders  I  wished  to  destroy  or  drke 
out,  and  to  capture  their  horFes ;  but  harin:^  re- 
ceived information  that  a  rebel  captun  hj  ti)« 
name  of  Mooney,  with  seventy-five  men,  were  »> 
camped  on  Tolbert's  Ferry  on  White  RiTer,  fiit) 
miles  fi<om  us,  I  resolved,  with  the  adrice  of  tbe 
other  officers,  to  go  and  capture  them.  I  w^^A 
a  reenforcement  of  sixty  men  from  the  enrolkd 
militia  at  the  mill,  and  marched  twenty  miles  b 
the  direction  of  Tolbert's  Ferry.    The  march  «i> 
continued  on  the  morning  of  the  eleTenth,bat 
instead  of  keeping  the  road^  I  bore  to  the  ei^t- 
ward  and  marched  through  the  woods  noder  the 
guidance  of  an  excellent  woodsman,  by  the  naci^ 
of  Willoughby  Hail     I  arrived  within  eiehtmilii 
of  the  Ferry  by  dusk,  and  stopped  to  teed  &») 
rest  in  the  dense  forest  near  an  out  of  the  vay 
corn-field.    During  the  time  of  our  stay  >t  thi^ 
place  I  sent  Lieut  John  R.  Kelso  with  eight  mec 
to  capture  some  rebel  pidcets  that  I  supposed 
would  be  at  the  house  of  a  rebel  by  the  name  d 
Brixy.   Lieut  Kelso  soon  returned,  having  focod 
and  captured  two  rebels  with  their  guns  ^  <^ 
horse  ;  firom  the  prisoners  I  learned  that  Capt^':^ 
Mooneyes  men  had  temporarily  disbanded.  umI 
were  not  to  assemble  again  for  two  days.   I  f^t 
a  little  disappointed  upon  the  reception  of  ("^ 
intelligence,  but  I  determined  to  proceed  loi 
make  a  dash  upon  a  band  of  armed  rehels  thit, 
I  learned,  were  at  the  Saltpetre  Care,  (» tii« 
other  side  of  White  River,  seven  miles  from  Cif^ 
tain  Mooney's  house.   At  midnight  my  little  b&&<i 
emerged  from  the  dark  woods  where  we  bid  been 
resting,  and  silently  wound  among  the  hills  in 
the  direction  of  Captain  Mooney's.    LieoL  Kt^^ 
led  the  advance,  and  by  the  most  exoeDcDt  lo^ 
agement  succeeded  in  capturing  seren  or  ci^' 
rebels  who  lived  near  the  road,  without  gi^^ 
any  alarm  to  the  country  around.    Just  before 
day  we  captured  a  rebel  recruiting  officer  by  th< 
name  of  Mings,  formerly  a  Lieutenant-CoKW 
At  the  break  of  day  we  reached  Gapt  tf  ooccy  ^ 
residence ;  we  took  him  with  one  o&ier  mis,  t^ 
gether  with  fifteen  stand  pf  small  arms,  most  <i 
which  we  destroyed,  not  being  able  to  carry  tbeov 
We  also  recaptured  eight  horses  which  hiid  bedi 
taken  from  the  enroll^  mUitia^  stati<med  at  Uir* 
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icnc«V  Mill.  I  remained  here  to  feed  and  to 
tfrait  the  arrival  of  &  partj  that  I  had  sent  out 
with  orders  to  meet  me  at  this  point ;  they  80on 
came  in  bringing  sereral  prisoners.  I  then  sent 
Captain  Qreen  of  the  enrolled  militia  back  with 
the  prisoners,  serenteen  in  number,  and  twenty- 
tire  men  as  an  escort.  I  then  diyided  the  rest  of 
mj  command  into  two  divisions,  sending  one  un- 
der command  of  Captain  Salee,  accompanied  by 
Lieut  Bates,  formerly  of  the  Sijcty-fourth  Illinois, 
{{i  nurch  up  the  river  on  this  side,  and  to  await 
in  concealment  till  I  began  the  attack  with  the 
other  dirision,  which  was  to  cross  and  approach 
from  the  other  side.  It  was  just  noon  when  we 
imred  at  the  cave.  The  rebels  were  at  their 
dinoer,  all  unconscious  of  our  approach.  When 
tt  ia:st  they  discovered  us,  they  mistook  us  for 
a  company  of  their  own  men,  whom  they  were 
expecting,  and  they  did  not  discover  theur  error 
UDtil  we  were  in  half-pistol  shot  of  them.  I  or- 
dered them  to  surrender,  which  they  did  with- 
OQt  firing  a  gun.  They  numbered  twenty-three, 
of  whom  th^  were  left,  being  unable  to  travel 
Their  g[QDS  were  mostly  shot-guns  and  rifles, 
vfaich  I  ordered  to  be. destroyed.  We  also  cap- 
tured four  mules  and  two  wagons ;  the  wagons, 
Kowerer,  we  could  not  bring  away.  Also,  three 
bcrses  were  taken.  I  then  ordered  the  saltpetre 
works  to  be  destroyed,  which  was  effectiially 
dona  These  are  gigantic  works,  having  cost  the 
rebel  gorernment  thirty  thousand  dollars.  Capt 
M'^Namar,  who  was  in  command,  stated  that  in 
three  days  they  could  have  had  six  thousand  dol- 
lars' worth  of  saltpetre  ready  for  use.  These 
Works,  though  reported  as  destroyed  at  the  time 
<^the  burning  of  Yellville,  had  been  unmolested 
SGce  early  last  spring  when  they  were  slightly 
injured  by  a  detachment  from  General  Curtis's 
vmy.  The  works  being  destroyed,  and  learning 
tbta  party  of  Bunis's  command  were  hourly  ex- 
pected, I  thought  better  to  retire,  as  I  was  ak^dy 
eociimbered  with  prisoners.  I  marched  nearly 
kil  night  through  the  dark  woods,  the  rain  pour- 
bg  down  upon  us  in  tonents.  On  the  next  day 
ve  advanced  as  for  as  Little  North  Fork,  which 
b  o>)t  fonUble.  Here  we  remained  till  the  morn- 
ing of  the  thirteenth,  when  we  crossed  and  reach- 
<^  Lawrence  MilL  On  the  fifteenth  we  reached 
this  phure,  having  been  absent  seven  days,  trav- 
tM  two  hundred  and  twenty-five  miles,  captured 
f>>rt j-two  prisoners,  destroyed  forty  stand  of  small 
^^nn^  also  captured  twelve  horses  and  four  mules, 
^1  destroyed  thirty  thousand  dollars'  worth  of 
iacbinery,  etc,  and  all  without  any  loss  what- 
crer  on  my  side. 

In  conclusion,  I  must  say  a  word  in  praise  of 
the  brave  men  under  my  command.  Often  with- 
'  ut  any  food  except  parched  com,  and  no  shelter 
^:^'jm  the  chiUing  rains,  deprived  of  sleep,  and 
>»(ary  from  long  night-marches,  not  a  murmur 
'■♦a^  heard ;  every  hardship  was  borne  with  cheer- 
ii'ness,  and  every  danger  met  with  the  utmost 
•v.Inc«3.  The  enrolled  militia  officers.  Captains 
>*iee,  Green,  and  Huffman,  all  did  their  duty  well. 
Lieut  Bates,  of  the  Sixty-fourth  Illinois,  showed 
^U3i^lf  a  brave  soldier.     Lieut  Warren,  of  com- 


Eany  F,  also  deserves  favorable  notice.  As  to 
lieut  Kelso,  his  reputation  as  an  intrepid  soldier 
and  skilful  officer  is  too  well  known  to  require 
any  comment  at  this  time. 

These,  Major,  I  think,  are  all  the  facts  worthy 
of  notica  I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv- 
ant, Milton  Birch, 

Oaptain  Commanding  Expedition. 
St.  Lovb,  Deo.  Sfi,  1892. 

The  conduct  of  the  ofBcers  and  soldiers  who 
conducted  and  bore  the  privations  of  this  expe- 
dition deserve  my  special  commendation.  This 
report  will  be  entered  fully  on  my  **  battle-book,'* 
and  famished  the  press  for  publicity,  with  this 
indorsement  S.  R.  Oubtis, 

MiyJor-GeneraL 


Doa  Yl. 


FIGHT  AT  ZUNI,  VA. 

SinvoLK,  Ta.,  December  18, 1868. 

On  Thursday  noon  last,  a  column  under  the 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Ferry,  left  here  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  the.  attention  of  the  ene- 
my at  the  Blackwater.  The  column  consisted 
of  cavalry,  artillery,  and  eight  regiments  of  in- 
fantry. A  pontoon-train,  mc^e  of  old  canal-boats, 
taken  from  the  canal  which  runs  through  the 
Dismal  Swamp,  was  also  attached  to  the  expedi- 
tion. 

The  column  proceeded  on  the  South-Quay  road, 
and  halted  for  supper  about  six  o'clock,  having 
then  advanced  about  ten  miles.  They  next  moved 
on  towud  the  Blackwater,  which  they  expected 
to  reach  about  two  o'clock  next  morning ;  but 
the  wagons  were  laden  so  heavily  with  the  pon- 
toon-boats that  a  detention  of  several  hours  was 
caused  by  their  sintdng  deep  into  the  muddy 
cypress  swalhp,  through  which  a  portion  of  the 
road  lay.  It  was  deemed  important  that  the 
column  should  reach  the  Blackwater  before  day- 
light, and  the  pontoon-train  would  have  been 
left  behind  to  enable  it  to  do  so ;  but  the  road 
being  exceedingly  narrow,  with  deep  ditches  on 
each  side,  it  was  found  impossible  for  the  cavalry 
and  infiintry,  which  were  behind  them,  to  pass, 
and  in  some  cases  a  delay  of  two  hours  would 
ensue.  Daylight,  therefore,  revealed  the  advanc- 
ing force  to  the  enemy,  it  not  arriving  at  the 
Bladcwater  before  six  o'clock  yesterday  morning. 

This  afterward  proved  to  be  of  little  account, 
as  the  rebels  must  have  had  timely  warning  of 
our  approach  at  least  two  days  previously.  The 
passage  of  the  river  had  been  perfectly  free  of 
obstructions,  while  now  piles  of  timber  and  c^e- 
vaux  de  frue  lay  in  it,  and  on  the  opposite  side 
a  heavy  block-house  and  a  large  number  of  rifle- 
pits  had  been  constructed  to  assist  in  repelling 
an  invading  enemy.  To  add  to  the  difficulty  of 
fording  the  river,  the  water,  which  two  days  pre- 
viously had  not  been  more  than  from  two  to  three 
feet  deep,  had  now  risen  to  twice  that  depth,  so 
that  the  cavalry,  instead  of  walking  across,  were 
compelled  to  swim  over  to  the  opposite  side  in 
the  face  of  a  prepared  enemy. 
i     But  for  these  difficulties  a  plan,  first  suggested 
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by  Gen.  Ferry,  and  afterward  ordered  by  General 
Peck,  must  have  succeeded  admirably.  It  was 
this :  to  mount  two  or  three  companies  of  infantry 
behind  the  cavalry,  ford  the  river,  dismount  the 
infantry,  drive  the  enemy  from  the  heavy  under- 
brush, and  hold  him  in  check  until  the  pontoon- 
bridge  was  laid  across.  By  this  plan  a  crossing 
of  the  Bhickwater  would  have  been  effected  with- 
out the  aid  of  artillery,  as  it  was  believed  the 
heavy  guns  would  warn  the  enemy  at  Wakefield 
and  Franklin,  and  a  much  superior  force  being 
at  both  these  places,  a  rapid  reenforcement  could 
have  been  sent  b^  railroad,  and  the  fresh  troops 
being  thus  precipitated  in  overwhelming  numbers 
upon  our  force,  would  compel  them  to  fall  back. 
This  afterward  proved  correct 

Two  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  were 
now  mounted  behind  the  cavalry,  and  the  whole 
attempted  to  cross,  but  were  met  with  such  se- 
vere volleys  of  musketry  and  artillery  from  the 
opposite  bank,  which,  added  to  the  unexpected 
depth  of  the  water,  rendered  the  crossing  impos- 
sible without  serious  loss  of  life.  The  whole 
were  therefore  recalled.  Three  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, under  the  command  of  Capt  Howard,  were 
now  ordered  up,  and  choosing  a  fieivorable  posi- 
tion for  the  guns,  a  heavy  fire  of  shell  and  canis- 
ter was  opened  upon  the  rebels,  which  soon  drove 
them  from  the  bank,  and,  the  firing  still-  continu- 
ing, they  retreated  and  fell  back  out  of  range  to 
the  thick  woods  and  undergrowth  beyond.  While 
the  firing  was  going  on,  our  pickets  opposite  Zuni, 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  up  the  river,  reported 
that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  cross  at  the 
railroad  bridge,  and  that  the  Union  pickets  had 
been  fired  upon  by  both  infantry  and  artillery, 
who  were  assembling  at  that  point  in  large  num- 
bers, evidently  with  the  intention  of  outfianking 
us.  General  Ferry  at  once  ordered  Ifis  Adjutant- 
General,  Capt  Ives,  with  a  regiment  of  infantry 
and  a  section  of  artillery,  to  this  point  for  the 
purpose  of  dispersing  them.  Arriving  there,  Cap- 
tain Ives  found  the  enemy  in  plain  sight,  not 
more  than  an  eighth  of  a  mile  distant,  their  bat- 
tery in  full  view,  and  the  infantry  showing  them- 
selves on  the  outside  of  the  works  with  apparent 
impunity.  The  section  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenant  Beecher,  of  the  Fourth  United  States 
artillery,  now  commenced  a  galling  fire,  under 
the  cover  of  which  a  company  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  deployed  as  skirmishers  to  the 
banks  of  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  picking 
off  the  enemy*  s  artillery-men  on  the  opposite 
side.  Three  shots  silenced  the  rebel  battery,  and 
a  dozen  more  destroyed  the  fortifications  and 
drove  the  enemy  away,  they  taking  with  them  a 
large  gun  which  had  been  mounted  on  a  truck 
and  run  from  place  to  place  upon  the  railroad 
track,  and  which  they  fired  very  rapidly,  doing, 
however,  but  little  execution.  The  party  under 
Captiun  Ives  now  returned  to  the  main  body, 
whore  the  firing  had  been  going  on  for  three  or 
four  hours,  driving  the  enemy  back  so  effectually 
that  three  companies  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana 
crossed  the  Blackwater  in  the  pontoon-boats.  Col- 
onel Dodge  also  crossed  over  in  the  face  of  a  large 


force  of  the  enemy,  who  had  donbtless  been  at- 
tracted by  the  firing,  and  had  arrived  to  reeoforte 
their  comrades,  having,  as  was  supposed,  readied 
the  place  in  the  cars  firom  Wakeficdd. 

As  the  expedition  was  partially  a  diversion  in 
favor  of  other  and  more  important  miUtsry 
movements  by  our  forces,  and  as  General  Ferry 
had  received  orders  to  be  particularly  caatioas 
not  to  bring  on  an  engagement,  our  men  were  fts 
called  from  the  opposite  side,  and  returned  with 
a  captain  and  twelve  men  whom  they  had  cap- 
tured. The  whole  now  made  preparations  to  re- 
trace their  steps,  and  at  half-past  ten  o*clock  this 
morning  the  last  of  the  column  passed  through 
Suffolk  on  their  way  to  the  camps. 

The  rebel  captain  was  wounded  so  serioasl? 
that  it  was  necessary  to  bring  him  in  an  ambu- 
lance. 

Our  loss  is  three  killed  and  eleven  woonded. 
The  enemy^s  was  much  greater,  the  priBonas  ^^ 
porting  as  many  as  thirty  killed  and  wounded  by 
our  artillery-fire  at  the  crossing. 

We  were  compelled  to  leave  and  destroj  ooe 
old  wagon  which  stuck  so  deeply  in  the  mud 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  extricate  il 
The  contents  were  taken  out  before  setting  it  oa 
fire. 

Before  the  head  of  the  returning  column  had 
reached  here,  and  I  believe  even  before  thej 
started  homeward,  secession  reports  of  a  di^a^- 
trous  defeat,  of  a  captured  pontoon-train,  a 
bloody  repulse  while  crossing  the  river,  and  a 
hasty  retreat,  spread  like  lightning,  both  last 
night  and  this  morning ;  and  as  our  gallant  fel- 
lows marched  through  the  villi^  thej  were 
greeted  with  jeering  smiles  from  the  male  seces- 
sionists and  a  more  demonstrative  evidence  v( 
satisfaction  from  the  females.  One,  an  old  ro* 
man,  waved  her  hands  as  our  soldiers  passed 
her  dwelling,  and  said :  *^  I  prayed  to  God  all  la^ 
night  that  you  might  never  live  to  cross  the 
BLackwater,  and  now  my  prayers  have  been  an- 
swered, for  you  were  driven  bade  when  you  tned 
to  cross,  and  you  have  come  back  taster  thaa 
you  went"  Another,  seeing  some  men  who  bad 
been  manning  the  battery  walking  behind  the 
artillery,  and  supposing  that  because  tbej  hod 
no  muskets  they  had  Wn  thrown  away  to  aid 
them  in  their  flight,  cried  out^  **  Where's  voar 
guns  ?  The  next  time  you  hear  them  they  mil 
be  turned  against  you,"  eta 

The  following  is  a  list  of  our  loss  as  far  as  I 
could  collect  it  up  to  the  time  for  the  train  to 
leave  for  Norfolk : 

Killed  —  Lieut  John  Robinson,  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts ;  Lieut  Barr,  company  I,  Sixth  }h^^ 
chusetts ;  one  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  av- 
alry. 

Wounded — ^A  sergeant  of  the  Mounted  Rifle>; 
private  McFarland,  Thirteenth  Indiana,  1^  !^h«u 
ofi^,  mortally ;  private  Hinton,  company  F,  Thcr- 
teenth  Indiana ;  private  Brady,  company  C,  FiUy* 
eighth  Pennsylvania,  in  the  leg,  bj  a  shell ;  pri- 
vate Cox,  company  C,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyraoia. 
in  the  1^,  by  a  shelL 
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Doc.  Y2. 
DESTRUCTION  OP  THE  CAIRO. 

LETTER  FROM  LIEUTENANT  ALFORD. 

Ofv  tmm  Moom  of  ras  Taioo,  December  18. 

Yesteboat  we  w&re  ordered  up  the  Yazoo  again, 
ami  were  accompanied  bj  the  gunboats  Signal, 
J^ttsbuigh,  Cairo,  and  ram  Queen  of  the  West 
We  bore  andior  at  six  in  the  morning  and  got 
under  my.  Our  boat  was  in  the  advance.  We 
lad  proceeded  about  eighteen  miles  unmolested, 
u'hen  in  rounding  a  point  we  descried  a  skiff  con- 
tiiidDg  s  white  man  and  a  negro.  We  fired  a  shot 
and  brought  them  about  and  took  them  aboard. 
U'e  examiaed  them,  and  from  the  negro  we  got 
t)>e  information  that  the  rebels  had  placed  a  large 
{.umber  of  torpedoes  and  infernal  machines  all 
along  ap  the  Yazoo  River  to  their  battery  on 
I>n]ii)goor8  Bluff.  Accordingly  we  kept  a  bright 
ijok^ut,  and  at  half-past  eleven  a.m.  discovered 
ine.  We  were  nearly  on  it  before  we  saw  it  We 
'«cked  down-stream  and  low^ed  our  cutter  to  ex- 
u&ine,  and  found  an  inch-line  made  fast  to  a  large 
rnotOD  the  bank  on  the  left-hand  side.  We  cut 
tk  line,  tnd  as  soon  as  cut,  up  came  one  of  their 
bsfemal  torpedoes.  The  torpedoes  look  like  a  log 
•^wood  boating,  about  three  feet4ong  and  twenty 
inches  in  diameter.  Attached  to  this  log  or  buoy 
ther  have  a  large  demijohn  of  about  six  gallons. 
The  demijohn  contains  the  charge  of  powder. 
Honning  from  the  cork  of  this  demijohn  to  the 
1%  is  a  small  hollow  wire.  The  log  contains  the 
mL  They  are  fired  from  either  side  of  the 
nier.  They  make  one  end  fast  on  shore  by  a 
ibe ;  on  the  other  side  of  the  bank  runs  the  gal- 
^••nic  wire.  The  buoy  and  torpedo  is  placed  in 
^hf  middle  of  the  channel,  and  by  means  of  an 
uicfaor  to  the  buoy  is  kept  down.  The  two  ends 
t^^g  hauled  taut,  keep  it  near  the  surface,  and 
\»i  as  soon  as  any  thing  comes  foul  of  either  line, 
^y  it  goes.  They  are  a  terribly  destructive 
'^pon,  as  was  proved  to  our  loss  yesterday, 
rbe  Cairo,  one  of  our  fleetest  and  best  boats  in 
iie  vhole  squadron,  was  sunk  and  totally  lost 
^/striking  one  of  them.  She  sunk  in  four  or 
i'^  ^thorns  of  water.  The  crew  and  officers 
i^ere  all  saved.  The  books,  papers,  safe,  and  in 
i*^*  ererj  thing  went  down  with  her.  The  en- 
ineer  and  gunner  were  badly  wounded.  It  was 
^  awful  sight,  the  guerrillas  all  around  us  try- 
^  to  pick  off  our  men  who  were  in  the  water. 
t  wat  in  sight  of  their  battery,  but  we  opened 
n  them  and  gave  them  plenty  of  shot  and  shell, 
t'fping  them  back  until  we  destroyed  every  ves- 
^  of  the  place  where  she  went  down.  She 
'ent  down  with  the  old  Stars  and  Stripes  flying 
'^  her  gaff  The  torpedo  struck  and  exploded 
^.T  ber,  on  the  port  side,  forward  of  the 
<^lers,  dismounting  four  of  her  large  guns  and 
uking  a  hole  larger  than  a  hogshead.  It  must 
^^e  been  lai^e  to  cause  her  to  sink  in  seven 
brutes.  The  Cairo  mounted  thirteen  large-sized 
"^^%  and  a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  forty  men. 
^  had  recently  been  fitted  for  service,  and  her 
^^  is  a  serious  one  just  now.  She  cost  over 
vo  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars. 


We  were  in  advance,  but  our  boat  being  of 
light  draught  of  water,  (two  feet  two  inches,) 
passed  over,  while  the  Cairo,  drawing  nearly 
seven  feet,  came  in  contact  with  the  lines  and 
exploded  a  torpedo.  We  then  sent  parties  ashore 
to  look  for  torpedoes.  In  less  than  a  mile  seven 
large  ones  were  found,  which  we  took  up  and 
destroyed.  The  river  is  full  of  them.  After  de- 
stroying all  we  could  find  we  came  down-stream. 
By  the  greatest  miracle  we  escaped  both  times, 
in  fact  every  time,  for  we  have  been  up  the  devil- 
ish river  five  times. 

Last  Thursday,  while  we  were  up,  we  casually 
fired  into  what  seemed  to  be  a  large  floating 
demijohn,  when  of  all  the  explosions  I  ever  heard 
this  beat  all.  We  were  fifty  yards  ahead  of  it, 
and  the  force  was  such  as  to  lift  the  stem  of 
our  boat  quite  out  of  water,  throwing  the  water 
fifty  feet  high  and  scattering  pieces  of  glass  on 
our  decks.  One  of  our  pilots  picked  up  a  hand- 
ful of  the  glass.  The  devil  (whom  we  picked 
up)  who  has  helped  set  these  torpedoes,  we  have 
on  board  in  double  irons.  We  will  fix  him.  The 
secesh  down  here  are  desperate.  There  is  no 
Union  feeling  here,  nothing  but  bitter  hatred  to 
all  Northern  men. 

The  loss  of  the  Cairo  is  a  serious  one  to  us. 
She  cannot  be  replaced  for  less  than  three  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  but  the  loss  is  the  want 
of  her  just  at  this  particular  time.  Coming 
down-stream,  we  shelled  the  woods,  buildings, 
and  every  habitation  we  could  see.  From  my 
battery  we  fired  sixty-four  shots,  and  we  made 
some  of  them  count  ^ 

I  think  we  will  be  ordered  to  Cauro  with  des- 
patches ;  also  to  take  up  the  crew  and  officers  of 
the  Cairo.  The  weather  is  pleasant  and  warm. 
Very  little  rain  of  late.  River  rising  slowly  from 
above.  The  general  health  of  the  crews  is  very 
good.  Yours,  £.  A. 


Doc.  Y8. 


OPERATIONS  IN  NORTH-CAROLINA. 

THE  OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF   MAJOR-GENERAL  FOSTER. 

Hkaoquartsbs,  Dipartmbit  Of  Nokth-Caroliva,  } 
Mbwbbbh,  December  ST,  186S.     ) 

Major- General  ff.  W,  Edlleeh,  Gerwralrin- Chiefs 
United  States  Army,  Washington,  2).  G. : 
General  :  Referring  to  my  letters  of  December 
tenth,  fourteenth,  and  twentieth,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  that  I  left  this  town  at  eight  a.ic  of  the 
eleventh,  with  the  following  forces : 

Gen.  Wessells*s  brigade  of  General  Peck's  divi- 
sion, kindly  loaned  to  me ;  CoL  AmoxT*s  brigade ; 
Col  Stevenson's  brigade ;  CoL  Lee's  brigade.  In 
all  about infantry ;  batteries  Third  New- 
York  artillery ;  Belger's  batterer,  First  Rhode  Is- 
land ;  section  of  Twenty-fourth  New- York  inde- 
pendent battery ;  section  of  Twenty-third  inde- 
pendent battery,  having  a  total  of guns,  and 

the  Third  New- York  cavalry  of  about men. 

We  marched  the  first  day  on  the  main  Kinston 
road  a^out  fourteen  miles,  when,  finding  the  road 
obstructed  by  felled  trees  for  half  a  mile  and  over. 


254 


REBELLION  BEOOKD,  1862-68. 


I  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  had  the  obstruc- 
tions removed  during  the  night  by  the  pioneers. 

I  pushed  on  the  next  morning  at  daylight  My 
cavalry  advance  encountered  the  enemy  when 
about  four  miles  from  the  bivouac  of  the  previous 
night,  and  after  a  sharp  but  brief  skirmish,  the 
enem)'  were  routed  with  some  loss. 

On  arriving  at  the  Vine  Swamp  road,  T  ordered 
Captain  Hall,  with  three  companies  of  cavalry,  to 
push  on  up  the  main  Kinston  road  as  a  demon- 
stration, while  the  main  column  proceeded  by  the 
Vine  Swamp  road  to  the  left,  thereby  avoiding  the 
obstructions  and  the  enemy  on  the  main  road. 
Capt  Hall  encountered  the  enemy  in  some  force ; 
but,  after  a  severe  fight,  whipped  them,  taking 
eighteen  prisoners,  and  killing  a  number.  The 
march  of  the  main  column  was  somewhat  delayed 
by  the  bridge  over  Beaver  Creek  being  destroyed. 
This  was  rebuilt,  and  I  pushed  on,  leaving  a  re- 
giment (Fifty-first  Massachusetts)  and  a  section 
of  artillery  (Twenty-third  New- York)  at  the  bridge 
to  hold  it^  and  to  protect  the  intersection  of  the 
main  road  and  the  road  I  was  on,  to  support  Capt 
Hall,  and  to  prevent  any  force  driving  him  back 
and  occupying  the  cross-roads  in  our  rear. 

The  main  column  pushed  on  about  four  miles, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night  There  was  some 
cavalry  skirmishing  during  the  day. 

On  Saturday  the  thirteenth,  we  again  started^ 
leaving  the  second  main  road  (the  one  I  was  on) 
to  the  right,  and  leaving  at  this  intersection  the 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  and  one  section  of  ar- 
tillery (the  Twenty  fourth  New-York)  to  hold  the 
position  and  feint  on  the  second  main  road. 

We  reached  South-west  Creek,  the  bridge  over 
which  was  destroyed,  and  the  enemy  posted  on 
the  opposite  bank,  some  four  hundred  strong,  with 
three  pieces  of  artillery.  The  creek  was  not  ford- 
able,  and  ran  at  the  foot  of  a  deep  ravine,  making 
a  very  bad  position  for  us.  I  ordered  a  battery 
in  as  good  a  position  as  could  be  obtained,  and 
under  their  fire  the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  which  had 
the  advance,  pushed  gallantly  across  the  creek — 
by  swimming,  by  fragments  of  the  bridge  and  by 
a  mill-dam — and  formed  on  the  opposite  bank ;  at 
the  same  time  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania^  of 
Gen.  Wessells^s  brigade,  forced  a  passage,  by  the 
felling  of  trees  and  fording,  about  half  a  mile  be- 
low the  bridge,  and  engaged  the  enemy's  left,  who 
thereupon  retired  and  deserted  his  breastworks. 
I  had  ordered  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  of 
Col.  Amory's  brigade,  to  cross  at  the  mill  to  sup- 
port the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  and  also  crossed  the 
remainder  of  Gren.  Wessells's  brigade.  Col.  Heck- 
man,  with  the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  advanced,  and 
was  fired  upon  when  about  one  mile  from  the 
creek  with  canister  and  musketry.  The  regiment 
charged  at  double-quick,  drove  the  enemy,  took 
some  prisoners,  and  captured  a  six-pounder  gun, 
caisson,  etc.,  complete.  Gen.  Wessclls  bivouacked 
on  the  further  side  of  the  creek,  with  the  Ninth 
in  advance.  The  balance  of  the  command,  with 
the  artillery,  remained  on  this  side  of  the  creek. 
The  Ninth  New-Jersey ;  company  K,  Third  New- 
York  cavalry,  and  Morrison's  battery,  Third  New- 
York  artillery,  had  quite  a  skirmish  with  the 


enemy,  but  drove  him,  and  camped  for  the  night. 
From  the  south  side  of  the  creek  I  sent  t  com- 
pany of  cavalry  to  strike,  and  proceed  up  the 
Kinston  road  No.  2.  I  was  on  No.  3.  The  com- 
pany proceeded  up  the  road  toward  Kinston,  md 
found  the  enemy  posted  by  a  bridge,  which  vin 
prepared  to  be  destroyed.  The  company  chirged 
them,  and  they  retired  with  some  \oss^  de^trorir; 
the  bridge.  The  enemy's  force  at  this  plice  va.^ 
estimated  at  one  regiment  and  four  pieces  of  it 
tillery.  Major  Garrard,  with  three  coiD{nni»  dl 
cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  proceeded  on 
a  reconnois.sance  on  a  road  leading  to  WhitebiL 
After  following  this  road  about  ten  miles,  vid 
having  met  with  no  oppoution,  they  r^oined  the 
main  column. 

Sunday,-  the  fourteenth  instant,  I  advanced  the 
column,  and  when  about  one  mile  from  Einstos 
encountered  the  enemy  in  strong  foroe.  Ther 
were  posted  in  strong  position  in  the  woods,  tak- 
ing advantage  of  the  ground,  which  formed  &  ot- 
tural  breastwork;  their  position  was  secamloa 
their  right  by  a  deep  swamp,  and  their  left  vu 
partially  protected  by  the  river. 

The  Ninth  New-Jersey  were  deployed  as  s\ir 
mishers,  and  Gen.  Wessells^s  brigade,  with  M(t* 
rison's  battery,  Third  New- York  artillery,  w« 
ordered  to  advance  to  the  right  and  left  of  tbf 
road,  the  battery  being  sent  to  our  extreme  v^ 
supported  by  one  of  General  Wessells's  r^in«at». 
Colonel  Amory's  brigade  was  then  advanced,  th* 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  being  sent  to  sof^ 
Colonel  Heckman  on  the  right,  and  two  regiments 
(Twenty-third  and  Forty-fifth  MassachusetL^I  id- 
vanced  up  the  road,  ify  artillery  (three  batta^ 
ies)  I  posted  in  a  large  field  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  and  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  in  rearU 
line  of  attack,  (the  only  position  they  could  b* 
placed  in.)  I  then  ordered  Colonel  StcTensoo'i 
brigade,  with  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery,  fiv 
ward.  The  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  a^ 
ported  this  battery,  and  the  FiRh  Rhode  bW 
Tenth  Connecticut,  and  Forty-fourth  Mas^»<*ir 
setts  were  ordered  forward,  the  two  former  onth 
left  of  the  road  and  the  latter  on  the  right,  to  ^ 
port  the  regiments  there  in  pushing  the  eDeuj 
and  turning  that  flank. 

The  Tenth  Connecticut  advanced  steadily  ^ 
the  extreme  front,  relieving  two  of  Wessclk's  w- 
gade  who  were  short  of  ammunition,  and,  ailer  n 
ceiving  a  horrible  fire  for  some  twenty  niinuw 
made  a  most  gallant  chaise,  in  conjunction  viL 
the  Ninety-sixth  New-York  volunteers,  of  Uen^r^ 
Wessells's  brigade,  which,  with  the  advance  li 
ready  made  (slowly  but  surely)  of  the  whole  lis* 
forc^  the  enemy  to  retreat  precipitately  fjr  »^ 
bridge  over  the  Neuse,  which  they  crossed,  fina^ 
the  bridge,  which  had  been  prepared  for  that  puf 
pose.  Several  regiments  were  so  dose,  hnwcvtJJ 
that  about  four  hundred  prisoners  were  tafc^' 
from  the  enemy.  A  line  was  formed  to  the  rirt^ 
and  the  fire  extinguished  before  great  daroiig^** 
done.  I 

The  Ninth  New-Jersey,  Seventeenth  Mussa'^^i 
setts,  and  Gen.  Wessells's  brigade  were  at  «h 
crossed,  pushed  into  the  town  and  halted.    1  ^ 
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dniM]  the  bridge  to  be  at  once  repaired  for  the 
eroding  of  caTtlry  and  artillery.     Gen.  Evans  re- 
tiral  about  two  miles  from  town  with  his  com- 
mand and  formed  line,  of  battle.     I  sent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  inquire  whether  he  proposed  to  surren- 
der.    He  declined.     I  immediately  prepared  to 
atUck  him,  but,  knowing  he  had  tnree  light  bat- 
teries and  one  section  to  start  with,  was  unwilling 
to  sacrifice  my  men,  and  waited  for  my  artillery 
u^cro&s.    I  ordered  batteries  £  and  T,  Third  New- 
York  artillery,  to  shell  the  enemy  with  their  twen- 
ty pounder  Q^rrotts  ( — in  number)  frqm  the  op- 
{foite  bank,  and  crossed  Col.  Amory*s  brigade 
vitb  all  despatch ;  but  before  I  could  attack,  the 
enemy  had  retired,  and,  it  being  by  this  time 
niirht,  I  was  unable  to  pursue,  and,  moreover,  my 
object  waa  accomplished.     The  troops  bivouacked 
in  the  fields  beyond  the  town  that  night,  a  pro- 
voit-guard  was  established  for  the  protection  of 
the  town,  and  all    necessary  precautions  were 
taken.    I  gent  company  K,  Third  New- York  cav- 
lirr,  down  the  Neuse,  to  a  work  commanding  the 
mer.    They  reported  it  deserted,  with  six  guns 
in  p^ition,  and  the  work  to  be  of  great  strength. 
I  y«Qt  the  company  back  with  teams  to  bring  up 
the  guns  and  blow   up  the  magazine — the  two 
btavy  guns,  one  eight-inch  columbiad  and  one 
tbdytwo  pounder,  which  the  men  were  unable 
^  reiaove.    Captain  Cole  destroyed  the  magazine 
ani  broag&t  off  four  field-pieces  complete.  Besides 
t^-'Ne  we  had  two  others,  deserted  by  the  enemy, 
«ni  the  one  taken  by  the  Ninth  New-Jersey.     I 
i«(:  1  strong  guard  in  the  town,  under  Major  Fitz- 
irutiioQs,  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  Golds- 
^^r<>  ruad  on  that  side  of  the  river.     CoL  Ledlie, 
Tt.irJ  New-York  artillery,  remained  to  destroy 
^•P4.mis.sary  and  quartermaster's   stores  and  to 
t'jrn  the  bridge.     Major  Fitzsimmons  advanced 
'''Uc  nine  miles  in  the  direction  of  Ooldsboro, 
tilt  J,  hearing  the  whistle  of  a  locomotive,  he 
^tti  three  shots  in  the  direction  of  the  sound, 
i{«"  which  the  train  immediately  returned  in 
^*)«  direction  of  Goldsboro.     Col.  Ledlie,  before 
Hvir.g  Kinston,  destroyed  *a  locomotive,  a  rail- 
ed monitor,  etc. 

I  advanced,  without  opposition,  to  within  three 
nd  a  half  miles  of  Whitehall,  when  I  halted  for 
Ik  oighL  I  sent  Major  Garrard,  with  three 
^'fiipanies  of  cavalrj,  to  make  a  reconnoissance 
>  Whitehall  He  found  one  regiment  and  four 
Jfts  on  our  side  of  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse ; 
ut  ihey  quickly  retreated  as  he  approached,  fir- 
1^  Uie  bridge  eflfectually. 

The  next  morning,  (sixteenth,)  I  ordered  Major 
vrard,  with  five  companies,  Third  New- York 
'yilry,  and  one  section  of  artillery,  (Twenty- 
iird  New-York,)  to  proceed  to  Mount  Olive,  a 
^tiun  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Rail- 
ed, fourteen  miles  below  Goldsboro.  In  passing 
^  hiiehall,  en  route  for  Mount  Olive,  his  command 
)=;  tired  upon  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 
te  placed  his  guns  in  position,  and  returned  the 
^^  till  the  main  column  arrived,  when  he  lim- 
er<r(l  up,  and  proceeded  toward  Mount  Olive, 
^i  h  point  he  reached  without  opposition.  Here 
c  destroyed  the  railroad  track  for  about  a  mile. 


He  then  proceeded  along  the  line  of  the  railroad 
for  four  miles,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  over 
Goshen  Swamp.  The  track  between  Mount  Olive 
and  the  Goshen  Swamp  bridge  was  torn  up  and 
burned  in  five  places. 

The  column  having  arrived  at  Whitehall,  and 
finding  the  bridge  burned,  and  the  enemy  in  sonto 
force,  with  infantry  and  artillery  on  the  other 
side,  and  this  being  the  direct  road  to  Goldsboro, 
I  determined  to  make  a  strong  feint^  as  if  to  re- 
build and  cross.  The  Ninth  New-Jersey  and  Col. 
Amory*s  brigade  were  sent  forward  and  posted 
on  the  bank  of  the  river  to  engage  the  enemy. 
I  then  ordered  up  several  batteries  and  posted 
them  on  a  hill,  overlooking  the  enemy's  in  trench- 
men  ts.  They  opened,  and  silenced,  after  an  hour's 
firing,  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  enemy  still  maintained  their  admirable 
position  with  "sharp-shooters ;  but^  deeming  my 
object  accomplished,  I  moved  the  command  for- 
ward toward  Goldsboro,  having  sharp-shooters 
in  rear  to  continue  the  fight  We  bivouacked 
that  night  eight  miles  from  Goldsboro,  encounter- 
ing no  further  opposition* 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  I  advanced 
on  Goldsboro.  I  ordered  Major  Fitzsimmons, 
with  two  companies  of  cavalry,  to  make  a  feint 
in  the  direction  of  Dudley's  Station  and  Everetts- 
ville.  They  scattered  a  small  force  of  the  enemy 
there  in  every  direction,  burned  two  trestlework 
culverts,  destroyed  a  train  of  four  railroad  cars, 
water-station,  depot,  etc.,  as  well  as  some  small 
arms,  which  they  were  not  able  to  carry  off,  and 
captured  a  flag  of  the  enemy.  They  then  return- 
ed by  a  short  cut  to  the  main  column.  I  also 
ordered  Major  Garrard,  with  four  companies  of 
cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  to  make  a 
feint  in  the  direction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Neuse 
on  our  right,  called  Thompson's  bridga  He 
found  the  enemy  in  force,  supposed  to  be  one 
regiment  of  infantry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  the  bridge  already  burned.  I  then  directed, 
in  order  to  make  the  feint  more  complete,  and  to 
further  distract  the  enemy,  one  r^iment^  (Forty- 
third  Massachusetts,)  and  Angel's  battery,  (Third 
New- York  artillery,)  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry 
and  to  engage  the  enemy,  which  they  did,  silenc- 
ing, after  an  hour's  brisk  engagement,  the  enemy's 
fire. 

Col.  Lee's  brigade  was  in  advance  of  the  main 
column,  and  came  upon  the  enemy  in  small  force 
on  the  edge  of  the  woods  Nning  the  railroad  track. 
Riggs's  battery  (Third  New- York  artillery)  was 
placed  in  position,  and«>pened  upon  them,  when 
the  enemy  retired. 

The  Ninth  New-Jersey  were  ordered  to  strike 
the  railroad  track  and  follow  it  up  direct  to  the 
bridge,  which  they  were  to  burn.  Three  regi- 
ments of  CoL  Lee's  brigade  were  ordered  to  their 
support,  (the  Twenty-fiflh,  Twenty-seventh,  and 
Third  Massachusetts.)  The  remaining  regiment 
was  thrown  on  the  left  to  protect  our  flank  in 
that  quarter.  Gen.  Wessells's  brigade  was  advanc- 
ed and  formed  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  track, 
etc.  Three  regiments  were  thrown  to  the  lefi,  and 
the  remaining  regiments  in  line,  to  be  available 
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at  any  point     My  artillery  was  brought  forward 
and  placed  in  position,  firing  to  the  front  and  left, 
principally  at  the  bridge.  The  enemy  replied  with 
}     artillery  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Col.  Heckman  advanced  steadily  up  the  track, 
fighting  the  enemy^s  infantry  posted  at  the  bridge, 
and  receiving  a  fire  from  the  artillery  in  a  monitor 
car,  on  the  track  of  the  bridge.  After  two  hours 
he  reached  the  bridge,  and  under  a  heavy  fire, 
Lieut.  Graham,  Twenty-third  New-York  battery, 
acting  as  aid-de-camp  to  Col.  Heckman,  fired  the 
bridge.  All  who  had  attempted  it  were  picked 
ofi^,  as  was  wounde4  Lieutenant  B.  K  Mann, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  who  accompanied 
him. 

I  brought  all  my  artillery  to  bear  to  prevent 
any  effort  to  save  the  bridge,  and  when  the  fire 
was  doing  its  work,  ordered  a  countermarch  for 
Newbern,  leaving  CoL  Lee  to  form  the  rear-guard. 
Ool.  Lee  was  forming  his  brigade  to  leave  the  field, 
deeming  the  fight  over,  when  three  regimental 
colors  were  seen  across  the  railroad  track,  the 
men  protected  by  the  embankment  on  which  the 
track  was  laid.  Col.  Lee  placed  Morrison^s  bat- 
tery in  position,  and  recalled  his  regiment  in  line. 
The  enemy  advanced  with  cheers  across  the  rail- 
road steadily  in  line  upon  Colonel  Lee*s  brigade. 
Morrison^s  battery  opened  on  the  advancing  line 
with  spherical  case,  which  did  good  effect ;  but 
they  advanced  steadily  until  within  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  battery,  where,  unable  to  stand 
the  fearful  loss  they  were  sustaining  firom  the 
battery,  they  broke  and  retreated.  Their  retreat 
was  unexpectedly  covered  by  a  masked  battery, 
in  the  woods,  on  our  left.  Belger*s  Rhode  Island 
battery,  which  had  been  brought  back,  opened  in 
reply  to  the  battery,  and  on  two  regiments  which 
came  in  view  supporting  their  guns.  Riggs*s  bat- 
tery. Third  New- York  artillery,  was  placed  on  an 
eminence  on  our  left;,  and  in  line  with  the  ene- 
my; then,  bringing  a  cross-fire  to  bear,  they  were 
thereby  forced  to  return,  as  also  a  regiment  in 
the  woods  on  our  right  CoL  Lee,  having  orders 
not  to  attempt  any  further  move,  <^ain  formed 
his  brigade  and  batteries,  and  proceeded  to  join 
the  column,  which  I  had  halted  on  hearing  the 
firing  from  Col.  Lee. 

This  was  a  bold  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  entrap 
and  secure  CoL  Lee^s  brigade  and  Morrison* s  bat- 
tery. Owing  to  the  efficiency  of  Colonel  Lee  and 
Morrison^s  battery^  it  was  a  disastrous  failure. 

With  a  strong  cavalry  rear- guard,  I  then  start- 
ed on  my  return  by  the  direct  road,  took  and 
transported  my  sick  ant  wounded  men  from 
Whitehall  and  Rinston,  bringing  them  all  safely 
to  this  point 

On  the  thirteenth,  a  fleet  of  small  boats  left 
Newbern,  under  Commander  Murray,  United 
^States  navy,  to  attack  the  works  on  the  river  at 
Kinston ;  but,  owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water 
in  the  river,  only  one  small  boat — ^the  Allison, 
under  Colonel  Manchester,  marine  artillery — was 
brought  into  action.  The  works  being  too  strong, 
she,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  was  obliged  to 
retire. 

Li  conclusion,  I  take  great  pleasure  in  report- 


ing on  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  men  under 
my  command.  It  was  most  excellent,  and  main- 
tained fully  their  high  reputation.  Gen.  Wcssells's 
brigade,  of  General  Peck's  division,  behared  like 
veterans,  and  reflected  by  their  drill,  and  disci- 
pline, and  steadiness  under  fire,  the  qualities  of 
their  commanding  officer. 

CoL  Heckman,  of  the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  wis, 
with  his  admirable  regiment,  always  in  advance, 
and  displayed  the  greatest  courage  and  eflSciencr. 

The  Eleventh  rjsgiment  Connecticut  voluntecR, 
under  Lieut-Col.  Leggett,  (as  they  always  hive 
done,)  behaved  in  the  most  gallant\nd  dashing 
manner,  making  a  charge  under  a  fire  which  in 
twenty  minutes  killed  and  wounded  ninety  men 
out  of  three  hundred  and  forty. 

CoL  Potter,  of  the  First  North-Carolina  voluc- 
teers,  acted  on  my  staf^  and  was  of  the  greatest 
aid  and  assistance  to  me  by  his  coolness  and  ob- 
servation. 

I  must  particularly  mention  the  conduct  of 
LieuL  George  W.  Graham,  Twenty-third  New- 
York  battery,  acting  as  aid  to  Colonel  Ileckimn. 
Throughout  the  entire  march  he  was  conspicaou> 
for  his  venturesome  courage,  and  at  Goldsbon. 
in  company  with  Lieut  B.  N.  Mann,  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  advanced  and  fired  the 
bridge,  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry  ud 
artillery.  He  only  escaped  capture  by  jumping 
from  the  bridge  down  the  bank.  Lieut  Masn 
was  wounded. 

The  artillery  force  under  Col.  Ledlie  was  well 
placed  and  well  served,  and  the  commanding  oS 
cers  and  the  batteries,  without  exception,  did  most 
excellent  service. 

The  Third  New-York  cavalry,  though  not  act- 
ing as  a  regiment,  were  in  all  cases  prompt,  brare, 
and  efficient,  as  shown  in  the  body  of  my  report 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson,  enpr.- 
eer,  who,  in  change  of  the  pioneers  and  a  force  of 
contrabands,  did  most  excellent  service  in  bu2<i- 
ing  bridges,  repairing  roads,  etc 

I  inclose  to  General  K  A.  Hitchcock  the  list  of 
paroled  prisoners,  numbering  four  hundred  and 
ninety-six. 

I  herewith  inclose  lists  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  showing  an  aggregate  of  ninety  kbl- 
ed,  four  hundred  and  seventy-eight  wounded,  loi 
nine  missing. 

Among  the  killed  I  must  mourn  CoL  Gray,  'f 
the  Ninety- sixth  New-York  regiment  He'^i* 
killed  at  the  head  of  his  r^ment,  &t  the  Kin<tnii 
bridge.  Though  but  a  few  days  in  this  depart- 
ment^ he  had  already  won  the  high  esteem  of  ai' 
here. 

In  the  charge  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut,  th<:r 
lost  Capt  H.  A.  Wells,  and  Lieuts.  H.  W.  Per 
kin.s  T.  D.  Hill,  and  J.  C.  Coffing,  all  good  an<i 
excellent  officers,  who  died  doing  a  gallant  du^. 

For  many  details  of  distinguished  services  M 
individual  officers,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  briga  i** 
and  regimental  reports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

John  G.  Fostek. 

UjSlor-General  OommaQdIng  DefiartBr;L 
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Adjutant 'General     William     SchouUr^     StaU 

Hotae,  Bo$t^n^  Ma49, : 

In  ol)edience  to  department  General  Orders  No. 
::.Mid  brigade  General  Orders  No.  31, 1  reported 
'  iih  my  command,  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
ti^ht  nnk  and  file,  on  the  Trent  road,  in  light 
cinhing  order,  at  seven  o'clock  on  the  morning 
■>:  rhursday,  eleventh  inst,  remaining  with  the 
i  r'gade  en  route  till  the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when 
V  c  were  detached  in  company  with  two  pieces  of 
irilllery,  under  command  of  Captain  Ransom,  to 
^uird  the  Beaver  Creek  bridge,  the  main  road  to 
ki'iston,  and  the  road  to  Trenton,  in  rear  of  the 
;:ilTancing  column. 

llecfciving  orders  from  Major-General  Foster  at 
l.il:  past  one  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  to  join 
uj*ifiin  force  without  delay,  we  marched  at  sun- 
rise, having  in  charge  twenty-one  prisoners,  (taken 
i>y  ihe  cavalry  on  the  main  road  to  Kinston,) 
'iiich  were  turned  over  to  the  provost-marshal 
i;.3a  oar  arrival  at  Kinston  on  Sunday  evening. 

We  advanced  with  the  brigade  on  Monday 
'JiOraing,  arriving  at  the  scene  of  action  at  White- 
ij!!,  about  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  on  Tuesday  mom- 
iti^  aod  though  not  pai'ticipating  in  the  engage- 
.i  Jit,  were  within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns  on 
tic  right  of  the  artillery  which  was  engaged. 

At  this  point,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  Major- 
O^neml  Foster,  Lieut.  Sanderson,  with  a  detach- 
lat.it  of  men,  was  detailed  to  examine  the  river 
b'-'.ow  the  bridge,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of 
i&rdicg  it  After  a  careful  examination  of  the 
nvcT  ior  oearly  a  mile,  he  reported  that  it  was  not 

Tje;>day  afternoon,  passing  up  with  the  main 
^lumn  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Neuse,  we  bivou- 
Kkfi  at  night  about  twelve  miles  from  Golds- 
' Tj.  On  Wednesday  we  were  detached  to  guard 
jt  higgage  train,  from  which  duty  we  were  re- 
'Cved  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  baggage  train 
^1  troops  were  countermarched,  after  the  burn- 
•'^  of  the  railroad  bridge  by  the  advance. 
Krtping  our  place  on  the  return  on  Thursday, 
V.'iay,  and  Saturday,  we  encamped  on  Saturday 
s'Ht'near  Deep  Gully,  and  arrived  at  our  bar- 
^  'i^  on  the  Trent  at  eleven  o'clock  on  Sunday 
.'  nilng,  my  men  considerably  jaded  and  foot- 
[.  The  orders  in  regard  to  pillaging  and  forag- 
vere  enforced,  and  the  men  sufi'ered  in  conse- 
nee  of  an  insufficient  supply  of  meat 
I^Aing  into  consideration  the  fact  that  this  re- 
tnt  had  been  but  a  week  in  the  field,  and  re- 
«l  their  arms  only  two  days  before  they  re- 
^''i  marching  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
they  behaved  well  during  the  entire  march. 
jne  were  killed,  two  wounded,  and  none  miss- 

We  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
iieut  serrant, 

A.  B.  R.  Sprague, 

Oolond  FUty-fint  ftUs8achaiett|^  Regiment. 


REPORT   OP   COLONEL   AMORT. 

RKAOQUARTniS  OF  P1K8T  Bkioadk,  Pikst  DiTOioir, 
DsPABTMUiT  or  Nohtr-Oaroliha, 

NxwBiBir,  N.  0.,  December  31, 1869. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  brigade 
under  my  command  in  the  several  actions  of  thb 
fourteenth,  sixteenth,  and  seventeenth  instant. 

The  first  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Seventeenth, 
Twenty-third,  Forty-third,  Forty-fifth,  and  Fifty- 
first  Massachusetts  r^ments,  (the  last  three 
beine  nine  months'  volunteers,)  marched  from 
Newbem  with  the  army  under  General  Foster, 
on  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant  The 
brigade  numbered  at  this  time  nearly  three  thou- 
sand five  hundred  men ;  of  these  about  one  hun- 
dred were  sent  back  on  our  second  day  out, 
being  mostly  convalescents  firom  hospital,  who 
were  found  unfit  to  continue  the  march. 

On  our  arrival  at  South-west  Greek  on  the 
thirteenth,  I  was  ordered  to  form  my  brigade  in 
two  lines  on  the  left  of  the  road,  detaching  one 
regiment  to  line  the  bank  of  the  creek,  the  pas- 
sage of  which  was  disputed  by  the  enemy.  I 
sent  fonv'ard  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts, 
which  crossed  at  the  mill-dam,  the  bridge  having 
been  destroyed.  This  regiment  remained  en  the 
opposite  bank  and  reenforced  my  command  on 
the  march  next  morning.  The  Fifty-first  Mas- 
sachusetts had  previously  been  detached,  with 
orders  to  'remain  at  Beaver  Greek,  guarding  our 
rear.  This  regiment  rejomed  my  command  on 
the  evening  of  the  fourteenth. 

In  approaching  the  battle-field  of  Kinston  on 
the  fourteenth,  by  order  of  the  Gommanding  Gen- 
eral, I  detached  tne  Twenty-third  and  Forty-third 
Massachusetts  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road 
respectively,  in  support  of  batteries.  The  Eigh- 
teenth was  sent  to  the  extreme  right  to  support 
Golonel  Heckman,  Ninth  New-Jersey,  in  advance. 
While  superintending  this  movement  on  the 
right,  the  Twenty-third  and  Forty-fifth  were 
ordered  forward  in  the  centre  and  opened  fire  in 
the  woods,  gradually  advancing,  as  did  the  entire 
line,  driving  the  enemy  to  the  bridge.  On  the 
right  I  posted  the  Forty-third  to  cut  off  the  forces 
of  the  enemy  on  the  river  road  from  the  bridge, 
and  a  portion  of  these — some  sixty  in  numbed 
shortly  after  surrendered  to  Major  Ghambera, 
Twenty-third  Massachusetts.  In  this  action  the 
Forty-fifth  suffered  most  severely,  as  indicated 
by  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded  hereto  an- 
nexed, together  with  the  reports  of  the  regiment- 
al commanders,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  raer  for 
particulars.  The  different  regiments  of  my  bri- 
gade were,  during  most  of  the  action,  scattered 
through  the  woods  or  separated  in  support  of 
batteries.  All  who  came  under  my  observation 
conducted  themselves  with  commendable  steadi-  V 
ness  and  gallantry. 

In  the  action  at  Whitehall,  on  the  sixteenth, 
my  brigade  being  in  advance,  three  of  the  regi- 
ments— ^the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  and  For- 
ty-fifth— were  immediately  engaged,  with  what 
effect  could  not  be  ascertained,  as  the  enemy  was 
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posted  in  intrenchments  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  which  was  nbt  fordable.  These  regi- 
ments did  their  whole  duty,  remaining  under 
fire  as  far  in  advance  as  possible,  until  I  was 
directed  to  withdraw  them,  in  order  to  allow  the 
artillery  to  occupy  their  position,  which  was  done, 
and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  soon  afterward 
silenced.  In  resuming  the  march  firom  White- 
hall, I  was  directed  to  detach  the  Seventeenth  to 
reenforce  the  advance-guard  under  Colonel  Heck- 
man,  Ninth  New-Jersey.  The  remainder  of  my 
brigade  took  position  in  the  rear  of  the  column. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  I  was  fur- 
ther directed  to  detach  a  regiment  with  the  bat- 
tery which  was  to  hold  Thompson*s  Ford,  five 
miles  above,  which  order  I  complied  with,  send- 
ing the  For^-third  Massachusetts  under  Colonel 
Holbrook. 

In  the  engagement  at  Goldsboro  bridge,  the 
three  remaining  regiments  of  my  brigade  were 
not  brought  forward  into  action.  CoL  Heckman, 
of  the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  will  doubtless  report 
upon  the  conduct  of  the  Seventeenth  in  that  ac- 
tion. Their  list  of  wounded  proves  them  to  have 
been  completely  engaged,  and  the  successful  ac- 
complishment of  the  object  of  the  expedition,  in 
the  destruction  of  the' railroad  bridge,  is  the  only 
comment  I  need  make  on  their  efficiency.  When 
all  did  their  duty  well,  it  seems  unnecessary  to 
mention  names,  but  I  feel  compelled  in  this  place 
to  testify  to  the  fidelity  with  which  Dr.  Qalloupe, 
the  senior  surgeon  of  my  brigade,  dischai*ged  his 
duties.  His  effidency  at  all  times,  and  ^  care 
of  the  wounded,  merit  the  highest  praise. 

KECAPrrULATION  OF  KILLBD  AMD  WOUNDED  IN  THE 

FIRST   BRIGADE. 

KlUed.    Wonnded. 

Seventeenth  Massachusetts, ...     1  29 

Twenty-third           "            ...  16  52 

Forty-third               "            ...     2  1 

Forty-fifth               "            ...  17  60 

Fifty-first                "            2 

Total, 85  144 

I  am,  Major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  Col.  T.  I.  C.  Amort, 

Oommanding  FInt  Brigade. 

Major  S.  Hoffman, 

A.  A.  Qeneral,  Newbern,  N.  0. 

REPOBT  OF  CAPTAIN  RANSOM. 

HcADQUAxms  TwniTT-TBUu)  Battibt  N.T.&V.  ) 
LiOBT  AniLLOiT,  NBWBBBir,  N.  C,  December  82.     ) 

Colonel  James  If.  Ledlie,   Chirf  of  Artillery ^ 

Department  N,  G, : 

Coxx>NEL :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  the 
following  report  of  the  expedition  in  which  one 
flection  of  my  battery  took  part 
%  On  the  evening  of  the  tenth  instant,  I  received 
an  order  to  join  tiie  expedition  which  was  to  move 
from  Newbern  on  the  following  morning  at  four 
A.M.  The  battery  horses  were  then  at  Morohead 
City,  but  were  brought  down  by  railroad  during 
the  night,  and  all  was  in  readiness  in  the  morning 
to  move  at  the  appointed  time.  The  Twenty-third 
battery  was  attached  to  Major  Stone's  battalion. 


On  the  evening  of  the  twelth,  in  connection  mth 
the  Fifty-first  regiment,  Massachusetts  volunteers, 
we  were  detached  and  placed  to  guaird  the  bridge 
across  Bacheldor's  Creek,  about  thirteen  miics 
firom  Rinston,  where  we  remained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourteenth,  when  we  were  ordered  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  the  main  column. 

On  arriving  near  Kinston  we  were  assigned  Id 
connection  with  a  portion  of  the  Fifth  regiment 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  the  holding  of  a  brid.e 
across  a  creek.  On  the  following  day  (fifleentb) 
at  one  o^clock  f.m.,  I  was  ordered  tojointhemfiu] 
column,  the  rear  of  which  was  several  hours  ia  our 
advance. 

By  rapid  marching,  pursuant  to  order,  we  pa.^ 
ed  about  two  thirds  of  the  moving  oolunm.  Earir 
on  the  morning  of  the  sixteenth,  with  four  cm- 
panics  of  the  Third  New- York  volunteer  caTalrj, 
all  under  command  of  Major  Garrard,  proceedcil 
to  the  head  of  the  column. 

At  Whitehall  we  came  under  the  fire  if  tl^e 
enemy's  skirmishers.  Unlimbering  and  firin; 
eight  rounds  of  shell  and  shrapnel,  we  sildK^i 
their  fire  for  the  time  being.  Although  the  bul 
lets  of  the  enemy  flew  plentifully  about  us,  rttvt 
escaped  with  but  one  battery  horse  wounded. 

From  this  point,  under  Major  Garrard,  we  nip- 
idly  marched  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Olive,  c 
the  Wilmington  and  Goldsboro  Railroad,  twectj 
miles  from  the  latter  place. 

We  reached  Mount  Olive  at  about  ten  o'do't 
P.X.,  to  the  complete  surprise  of  the  inhabittiU 
who  evidently  had  no  previous  warning  of  oan^ 
proach.  After  destroying  the  bridges  on  theni^ 
road  in  the  vicinity,  and  taking  up  the  switch  ii>l 
portions  of  the  track,  and  otherwise  damagi&i;  tit 
road,  cutting  and  destroying  telegraph  pol^^a:! 
wires,  and  also  burning  a  quantity  of  rosin  isl 
cotton,  after  nightfall  we  took  up  our  line  of  nor*  b 
for  the  main  camp,  where  we  arrived  after  lait 
night,  having  marched  upward  of  forty  mileN 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  serenteeoth. 
with  the  force  of  the  previous  day.  and  still  urM 
command  of  Major  Garrard  of  the  Third  XewYfiA 
cavalry,  we  moved  toward  Johnson's  bridge  vsvA 
the  Neuse  River,  nine  miles  below  G<^dsi>on\  u" 
at  or  near  Hill  Springs.  As  the  cavalry  io  adrkon 
had  been  fired  into  by  a  rebel  battery  near  tin 
bridge,  I  was  ordered  to  fire  a  few  shots  in  ^^ 
vicinity,  as  feelers  for  the  enemy's  whcrttbo!r.> 
but  witnout  getting  a  reply.  For  some  con^'^* 
able  time  the  firing  was  continued  at  interrJs  <^ 
five  minutes.  ■ 

Having  been  directed  bv  Major  Garrard  topM 
my  pieces  further  down  the  river,  andtowwdn 
bridge,  I  proceeded  to  select  a  suitable  point  t 
place  them,  but  after  I  bad  advanced  about  6t 
hundred  yards,  I  was  fired  upon  by  the  skirai?^ 
crs  of  the  enemy  fi*om  the  opposite  bank  of  th 
river.  I  immediately  shelled  them  from  the  'J 
posite  bank  in  that  vicinity.  The  enemj  s  battd 
soon  after  this  opened  a  brisk  fire  upcoi  us ;  y^ 
now  having  ascertained  his  whereabouts,  we  ^ 
orously  replied.  About  this  time  a  contrabjoi 
who  ha^just  escaped  from  across  the  river,  stai< 
that  he  had  seen  five  dead  and  a  number  wour*u 
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of  the  enemy,  tnd  also  eight  artillery  horses  that 
had  been  killed  by  our  fire.  Soon  after  the  enemy 
opened  his  battery  upon  us,  I  was  joined  by  four 
pieces  of  Captain  Angels V  battery,  which  came 
^lantly  up  to  ou^  support  In  less  than  thirty 
minotos  the  enemy's  battery  and  the  fire  of  his 
.^kinnishers,  were  so  effectuiJly  silenced  as  to  give 
05  BO  further  trouble  during  the  remainder  of  the 
diy. 

i  baTe  no  definite  means  of  knowing  the  loss  of 
the  enemy,  but  it  must  have  been  considerable, 
tt  we  had  a  good  range  of  them,  while  their  shell 
either  eiplo&d  harmlessly  or  fell  short  of  us.  It 
vii  ascertained  firom  several  shells  picked  up  in 
nvQt  of  our  battery,  that  the  eneq^  cut  his  fuse 
kss  than  two  seconds,  while  the  distance  between 
OS  vas  between  one  thousand  and  one  thousand 
one  himdred  yards.  8oon  after  midnight  on  the 
e^teenth,  we  left  our  camp  to  join  the  main  force 
i^mt  fire  miles  distant 

Three  days*  march  brought  us  to  our  camp  at 
Xevbem,  on  the  evening  of  the  twentieth  inst 

Inoonchision,  I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  all  under 
BT  command  bdiaved  with  commendable  coolness 
vhile  imder  fire,  and  proved  themselves  xealous 
m  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  I  am,  Colonel, 
*ith  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Ramsom, 

foptifai  CcwiMMHng  TweBty-thlrd  Battery  New-York  Voliin- 

teiniOerT. 

XEWBSRN  ''PROGRESS"  ACCOUNT. 

Nbwbibji,  Deoeinber  IS,  18M. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eleventh  instant,  Major- 
Cicn.  Foster  left  Newborn  with  an  adequate  and 

vell^ppointed  foroe^  and  proceeded  toward  Golds- 

boro. 

An  inconsiderable  skirmish  occurred  at  Tren- 
^  at  noon  on  Friday,  in  which  Capt  Moshell, 
ttmpany  B,  Third  New- York  cavalry,  charged 
■prtn  and  pat  to  flight  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry, 
^  tvo  companies  of  infantry.  The  advance 
Rached  South-west  Creek,  the  bridge  across 
vhich  bid  been  destroyed,  at  eleven  o'clock  a.m. 
^  Ninth  New-Jersey  made  a  detour  through 
^  Toods,  crossing  the  creek  at  a  point  above, 
>nd  seized  the  rebel  battery  stationed  in  the  mid- 
^  of  the  road  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  stream, 
Ciptain  Cheaney,  company  A,  first  reaching  the 
S^i^  At  about  dusk  the  rebel  advance,  some 
tvo  thousand  strong,  made  another  stand  about 
fovmaes  this  side  of  Kinston.  The  Ninth  New- 
itf^,  and  Morrison's  battery,  were  sent  up  to 
^^  their  position,  and  engaged  them  briskly  for 
KiDe  thirty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  fell  back 
ifiin.   Our  forces  then  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Sunday  morning,  the  fourteenth,  the  main  army 
^ing  up  at  about  nine  o'clock,  our  advance— 
^  Ninth  New-Jersey  and  Morrison's  battery — 
B>oved  on  about  a  mile,  when  a  general  engage- 
''^t  with  the  enemy,  seven  thousand  strong, 
^'^auncnced,  continuing  fit>m  half-past  ten  a.m.  to 
^»o  F.i.,  when  the  enemy,  who  were  closely 
Pf»^  retreated  ovier  the  lon^;  bridge  across  the 
^eose  River,  and  our  army  victoriously  entered 
i^pstoo.  Our  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
■ttong  will  not  exceed  one  hundred  and  fifty. 


Among  the  killed  was  CoL  Gray,  of  the  Ninety- 
sixth  New- York,  who  felf  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment, while  leading  a  successful  chai^  Capt 
Wells  and  Lieut  Perkins,  of  the  Tenth  Connecti- 
cut, were  also  killed.  Loss  of  the  enemy  not 
definitely  ascertained.  We  took  upwiu^s  of  five 
hundred  prisoners,  among  whom  were  two  colo- 
nels and  several  other  officers,  and  eleven  pieces 
of  artillery,  besides  other  captures.  Col.  Heck- 
man,  Ninth  New-Jersey,  and  Col.  Hunt^  Ninety- 
second  New- York,  are  to  be  recommended  for 
promotion  to  brigadier-generalships,  for  distin- 
guished gallantry. 

The  strategy  of  Gen.  Foster  in  the  conduct  of 
the  expedition  was  most  masterly,  and  thorough- 
ly successfiiL  Our  troops  fought  well  without 
exceptioa  They  were  greatly  elated,  and  clam- 
orous to  be  led  on  Raleigh. 

The  rebels  felled  trees  across  the  road  and 
burnt  bridges,  in  order  to  delay  the  progress  of 
our  forces ;  but  the  efficiency  and  skill  of  H.  W. 
Wilson,  the  Civil  Engineer  of  the  department, 
with  his  well-trained  corps  of  mechanics,  soon 
overcame  these  obstacles  and  kept  the  army  in 
motion.  The  situation  of  the  ground  upon  which 
the  battle  was  fought  was  such  as  to  render  it 
very  difficult  to  bring  any  considerable  body  of 
troops  into  action.  The  rebels  having  the  oppor- 
tunity to  select  the  battle-ground,  of  course  had 
decidedly  the  advantage  in  position. 

The  Tenth  Connecticut  sustained  a  heavier  loss 
than  any  other  regiment  engaged,  and  deserve  es- 
pecial notice  for  valor  and  good  discipline.  They 
brilliantly  maintained  the  reputation  won  in 
former  well-fought  battles.  The  Third  brigade. 
Gen.  Peck's  division.  Gen.  H.  W.  Wessells  com- 
manding, which  was  sent  down  to  accompany 
this  expedition,  effectively  supported  the  advance 
and  materially  contributed  to  the  success  of  the 
movement  Gen.  Foster  earnestly  desires  that 
these  veteran  troops  be  retained  in  this  depart- 
ment 

The  new  Massachusetts  regiments  engaged  dis- 
played great  coolness  and  courage  under  fire. 
Little  Rhody,  Bumside's  State,  was  well  repre- 
sented by  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  regiment 

Company  K,  Third  New-York  cavalry,  Captain 
Cole,  charged  across  four  deep  ditches,  eight  feet 
wide,  and  took  seven  pieces  of  rebel  artillery,  and 
brought  them  off  in  Iriumph  smoking  hot 

General  Foster  gives  Captain  James  C.  Slaight, 
Chief-Quartermaster  of  the  department,  high  praise 
for  the  ample  arrangement  made  for  transporta- 
tion and  the  vigor  and  promptness  with  which 
it  was  brought  up,  and  to  this  fact  the  celerity 
of  the  movement  is  in  a  great  measure  attri- 
buted. 

Col.  Ledlie,  Third  New-York  artillery,  Acting 
Brigadier-General,   handled    his    batteries  with^ 
great  efficiency  and  skill,  and  will,  we  under- 
stand, be  promoted  also. 

One  of  the  three  special  correspondents  of  the 
Herald^  the  only  paper  represented  in  the  de- 
partmept,  came  very  near  being  killed  by  a 
charge  of  grape  from  a  i*ebel  battery  during  the 
engagement 
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Gen.  Foster  defeated  the  expectations  of  the 
rebels  in  every  particuh^. 

As  we  go  to  press  we  learn  that  Goldsboro  and 
Weldon  have  &llen,  and  that  our  victorious  ar- 
mies are  still  in  motion. 

MKWBBR5,  Dec  28,  1862. 

la^ur  Thursday's  issue  we  gave  an  account  of 
the  battle  at  Kinston,  and  there  left  the  yictori- 
ous  troops.  We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account 
of  what  followed. 

On  the  fourteenth  instant,  after  saving  the 
bridge  at  Kinston,  which  the  rebels  endeavored 
in  vain  to  destroy,  the  Federal  army,  under  Gen. 
Foster,  crossed  over  the  river,  and  formed  in  two 
columns,  advancing  almost  at  right  angles  with 
each  other  toward  Kinston,  which  is  situated  a 
short  distance  from  the  river.  They  found  the 
enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  at  the  farther 
extremity  of  the  town,  with  a  battery  planted  on 
Washington's  Hill,  in  such. a  position  as  to  rake 
the  main  street  Upon  this,  the  columns  halted, 
and  a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  General  Evans,  to 
demand  ft  surrender  of  the  town,  and  of  the  rebel 
forces  under  his  command,  which  courteous  re- 
quest was  declined.  Soon  after  this,  a  flag  of 
truce  was  sent  to  General  Foster  by  Gen.  Evans, 
requesting  the  removal  of  the  women  and  child- 
ren, as  he  was  intending  to  shell  Kinston  imme- 
diately. While  the  women  and  children  were 
being  removed  to  a  place  of  security.  Gen.  Evans, 
in  violation  of  military  etiquette,  moved  his  com- 
mand to  a  new  and  safer  position. 

The  Federal  batteries  opened  upon  the  rebels 
for  about  an  hour,  shelling  them  across  and  over 
the  town,  when  the  rebel  fire  was  silenced.  But 
few  people  were  found  in  town. 

Some  seventy  or  eighty  bales  of  cotton  were 
set  on  fire  by  the  rebels  in  the  middle  of  the 
street  and  partially  burned.  Some  cotton  was 
captured  in  an  undamaged  state.  The  Provost- 
Marshal  took  possession  of  the  town,  and  used 
reasonable  precaution  for  the  protection  of  prop- 
erty by  placing  guards. 

On  entering  the  town,  nine  guns  were  captur- 
ed, and  the  tSroops  were  encamped  for  the  night 
at  Kinston.  During  the  night,  two  houses  were 
accidentally  destroyed  by  fire.  About  four  hun- 
dred prisoners,  mostly  South-Carolinians,  were 
here  captured  and  paroled. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth,  a  battalion  of 
cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  artillery  moved  up  the 
main  road  for  Goldsboro,  and  had  a  smart  fight 
with  the  advanced  force  of  the  enemy.  During 
this  fight  the  whistle  of  a  locomotive  was  heard, 
bringing  reinforcements  for  the  rebels.  Although 
the  train  was  not  discernible,  the  fire  of  the  ar- 
tillery was  directed  in  that  direction,  which  had 
the  effect  to  cause  the  train  to  &11  back  to  Mosely 
Hall,  where  in  strong  intrenchments  and  great 
force  they  waited  to  give  the  Federals  battie, 
thinking  General  Foster  designed  to  march  on 
Goldsboro  by  that  route,  thus  making  th$  diver- 
sion completely  successful 

While  this  by-play  was  going  on  in  firont,  the 


main  column  recrossed  the  bridge  at  Kinston,  and 
advanced  up  the  left  bank,  taking  tfawB  river  road 
After  all  the  Federal  forces  had  l^en  safely  cross- 
ed, the  cavalry  had  been  withdrawn,  and  tnns- 
ported  to  the  left  bank,  the  bridge  was  destroyed 
to  prevent  an  attack  upon  t&e  rear-gturd  and 
wagon-train. 

By  night&ll  on  the  fifteenth,  the  Union  army 
encamped  three  and  one  half  miles  firom  the  vil- 
lage of  Whitehall,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  rirer. 

During  the  evening  of  the  fifteenth,  a  battalion 
of  cavalry,  with  two  guns,  under  command  of 
Major  Garrard,  was  sent  to  Whitehall  to  destroy 
the  Neuse  River  bridge,  and  a  gunboat,  sud  to 
be  building  at  that  place.  They  charged  into  the 
village,  found  the  bridge  in  flames^  and  leaned 
that  a  regiment  of  South-Carolina  <^nliy,  who 
had  arrived  too  late  to  join  in  the  battle  at  KiDS> 
ton,  had  retreated  across  the  bridge  bat  a  fer 
minutes  before  their  arrival    • 

After  a  reconnoissance  on  the  river-bank,  tiie 
gunboat  was  discovered  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  on  tho  stocks,  with  her  woodwork  two 
thirds  completed.  She  was  being  built  for  two 
guns  and  was  to  be  plated>  with  heavy  shcet^iroD, 
so  as  to  render  her  impervious  to  musketij,  m 
flat-bottomed,  of  light  draught,  and  intended  for 
reconnoissance  duty.  Finding  that  they  could 
not  cross  the  river  at  WhitehaS,  and  knowing  the 
enemy  to  be  in  force  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
stream,  some  two  thousand  barrels  of  turpoitioe 
were  set  on  fire,  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  bridge, 
in  such  a  position  as  to  throw  the  leflectioB  of 
the  light  upon  the  enemy.  A  tree  was  feOed 
across  the  stream,  hoping  by  its  help  to  oofi 
and  burn  the  boat^  but  the  tree  was  too  short. 
Two  shots  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  who  mn 
discovered  in  great  force  on  the  opposite  bank. 

No  other  way  being  left,  volunteers  were  called 
for,  to  swim  the  stream  and  bum  the  boat  A 
private  named  Butler,  volunteered.  A  brisk  fire 
of  shell  was  now  opened  on  the  enemj  to  tlie 
right  and  left  of  the  bridge,  and  several  roundt 
of  canister,  at  short-range.  Butler  in  the  intois 
stripped  to  the  task,  plunged  into  the  water  tsA 
swan^  to  the  opposite  bimk.  Running  op  thi 
bank  to  the  flaming  bridge,  to  procure  a  bnoi 
several  shots  were  fired  at  him,  and  two  of  tbc 
enemy  darted  fit>m  their  hiding-plaoes,  near  tlte 
bridge,  attempting  to  catch  him.  Qnick  as  thoi^t 
he  turned,  and  swam  back,  and  though  s^^^ 
shots  were  fired  at  him,  returned  safely  and  m^ 
hurt  On  his  return,  the  Federals  again  sfacilei 
the  woods  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  threv  solid 
shot  and  shell  into  the  boat,  inflicting  all  thi?  Vf 
jury  possible  under  the  circumstances,  and  tb:j 
returned  to  camp. 

On  the  sixteenth,  the  main  column  advauciv 
to  Whitehall  As  they  came  up,  a  brisk  etpp- 
ment  ensued,  and  as  the  work  began  to  grv>« 
warm,  the  artillery  came  up,  and  the  fight  vax<d 
warm.  The  battalion  of  cavahy  and  two  pnn* 
swept  past  Whitehall,  and  went  rapidly  oa  i 
Mount  Olive  Station,  some  seventeen  miles  im 
Goldsboro,  to  cut  the  railroad  at  that  place  >• 
I  the  mean  time  General  Foster  ^tcred  into  a  ^ 
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m\  engagement  at  Whitehall,  to  coyer  the  car- 
alnr  morement,  bringing  some  thirty  guns  into 
scdre  operation.  The  enemy  had  four  batteries 
on  the  opposite  banks  and  eight  thousand  infimt- 
rv.  After  an  engagement  of  three  and  one  half 
iKNirs,  the  enemy's  guns  were  silenced. 

During  this  engaranent  Gen.  Foster  attempted 
to  build  the  bridge  under  fire.  Some  of  the 
Massachosetts  troops,  not  understanding  this 
feiot,  and  thinking  a  passage  of  the  river  was  in* 
tended,  swam  the  stream  and  ascended  the  op- 
posite banks.  This  being  reported  to  the  General, 
thej  were  ordered  back,  when  the  whole  column 
moved  on,  and  encamped  for  the  night 

Major  Oarrud  reached  Mount  Otive  station  at 
three  p.m.,  and  cut  the  telegraph,  captured  a 
nudl,  and  destroyed  trestle-work  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  loDg^  three  bridges,  and  the  track  at  inter- 
mediate places  ibr  a  distance  of  ten  miles,  includ- 
ing both  ways,  and  returned  to  the  main  column 
doriog  die  ni^t 

On  the  serenteenth  the  Federal  army  moved 
on  to  Goldsb<nro  Railroad  bridge.  While  the  main 
colomn  was  moving,  a  force  was  sent  to  Tomp- 
liins  bridge,  over  the  Neuse,  bel<iw  the  railroad 
^dge,  to  destroy  it.  On  arriving,  they  found  the 
bndge  in  flames,  and  the  enemy  in  force.  A 
<3Dart  gkirmish  ensued. 

The  main  column  came  in  sight  of  the  rebels 
sne  mile  from  the  railroad,  and  found  them  drawn 
ap  in  line  of  battle  on  the  railroad,  Jbhis  side  of 
tU  bridge,  with  an  open  country  before  them. 
From  a  commanding  position  the  Federal  batter- 
ies shelled  them,  causing  them  to  retreat  with 
p^i  precipitancy  across  the  river. 

A  battery  advanced  and  opened  fire,  again 
sheiling  them  across  the  river.  While  this  was 
l>eing  done,  a  couple  of  regiments  were  ordered 
throQgh  the  woods,  forded  a  creek,  and  came  out 
^pon  the  railroad.  One  of  them  advanced  in 
c^amn  do?m  the  road  towards  the  bridge,  while 
^«  other  advanced  through  an  open  field.  The 
^^^  now  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and 
^leiy,  from  a  battery  stationed  to  the  right  of 
tite  bridge,  and  a  general  fire  along  their  entire 
^.  Added  to  this  they  had  an  iron-clad  rail- 
*^  car,  mounting  one  or  more  guns,  protecting 
the  bridge,  and  the  road  within  range. 

After  neariy  two  hours'  fighting,  Gen.  Foster 
£>Te  orders  to  CoL  Heckman  to  bum  the  bridge. 
^eral  attempts  were  made  to  burn  it,  but  were 
QB^accessful,  owing  to  the  deadly  fire  of  the  rebel 
Kbarp-shooters.  Lieutenant  Graham,  acting  aid 
to  Col.  Heckman,  finally  succeeded  in  destroying 
the  bridge. 

As  the  head  of  the  Federal  column  commenced 
tbeir  return  to  Whitehall,  Gen.  Pettigrew's  bri- 
N<N  with  artiUery  attached,  arrived  unknown  to 
^  Federals,  slightly  to  the  left  of  the  column. 
^  Pettigrew  observing  Morrison's  battery  in 
that  wemed  to  be  an  exposed  situation,  deter- 
mined to  capture  it  Accordingly,  two  South- 
Carolin]\^  regiments  rushed  upon  the  track,  the 
^cers  waving  their  swords  and  colors,  and  with 
^^'^fsr^  and  yells,  charged  with  fixed  bayonets 
orer  a  ditch  and  a  fence  to  within  four  hundred 


yards  of  the  battery.  While  making  this  charge, 
the  battery  open^  with  canister,  mowing  them 
down— literally  annihilating  the  two  rebel  regi- 
ments. 

Almost  simultaneous  with  that  movement,  an- 
other heavy  force  advanced  out  of  the  woods  to 
the  rieht.  This  latter  force  was  repulsed  by 
Belgers  and  Riggs's  batteries,  Bclger  openine  with 
a  direct)  and  cross-fire.  After  two  hours"  hard 
fighting;  the  rebel  fire  was  silenced. 

The  Federal  force  camped  for  the  night  near 
the  battle-field,  having  to  pass  through  woods  on 
fire,  making  the  passage,  at  times,  difficult  and 
dangerous. 

CoL  Mallett,  the  conscription  officer,  was  cap- 
tured and  paroled. 

The  troops  arrived  here  on  Friday  and  Satur- 
day, having  fully  and  literally  fulfilled  the  ob- 
jects of  the  expedition. 

The  different  regiments  and  batteries  did  nobly. 
To  particularise  would  be  invidious,  especially 
where  every  body  did  well.  We  await  the  publi- 
cation of  the  official  report  with  eager  interest 

BOSTON   "TRAVELLER**   ACCOUNT. 
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Since  the  advent  of  Gen.  Bumside  into  North- 
Carolina,  the  capture  of  Roanoke,  Newborn  and 
Beaufort,  but  little  has  occurred  in  the  way  of 
aggressive  warfare,  up  to  within  a  couple  of 
weeks  back,  save  a  few  small  expeditions  having 
insignificant  results,  to  claim  an  aidequate  share  of 
public  attention.  One  great  reason  of  this  was 
the  fiust  that  Gen.  Bumside  left  but  few  troops 
here  when  he  went  to  reenforce  the  army  before 
Richmond,  fbr  it  left  Gen.  Foster  too  small  a 
force  with  which  to  attempt  any  thing  of  import- 
ance. In  November,  however,  tiie  new  troops 
from  Massachusetts  began  to  arrive,  and  the  work 
of  brigadiering  and  drilling  them  for  the  field  was 
carried  on  with  vigor. 

The  old  regiments  remaining  here  were  worked 
in  with  the  new  ones,  and  through  a  system  of 
patient  effort  and  unceasing  attention,  the  whole 
was  worked  up  into  a  considerable  army,  which 
for  efficiency  and  good  discipline  might  well  chal- 
lenge praise,  and  reflect  credit  upon  the  working 
brigadiers  and  the  commanding  general. 

Preparations  had  been  going  on  for  some  time 
for  a  large  expedition ;  but  how  large  and  where 
its  destination  was  wisely  confined  to  a  few  who 
knew  how  to  keep  the  secret  On  ^e  ninth  of 
December  the  return  brigade  of  General  Wessells 
(of  General  Peck's  division)  arrived  in  Newborn, 
and  preparations  for  the  expediton  were  hastily 
completed.  An  order  firom  Gen.  Foster  was  read 
the  same  evening  to  all  the  regiments  on  dress 
parade,  to  be  ready  in  tiiurty-six  hours,  in  light 
marching  order,  namely,  without  knapsacks- 
carrying  only  blankets  and  overcoats— with  three 
days'  rations  to  be  carried  in  haversacks,  seven 
days'  to  be  carried  by  wagons. 

Were  not  the  Yankees  proverbial  for  guessing, 
it  might  be  new  to  tell  you  of  the  various  con- 
jectiu^es  indulged  in  as  to  the  destination  of  the 
expedition.     Rumor,  with  her  lying  tongue,  was 
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busy,  and  would  send  the  expedition  to  Rich* 
mond,  to  Weldon,  to  Goldsboro,  to  Wilmington, 
to  Charleston,  and  even  to  Texas,  but  no  one 
believed,  while  all  retailed  or  invented  such  gossip. 

The  morning  of  Thursday,  December  eleventh, 
1862,  broke  dear  and  cool,  and  beheld  a  fine 
array  of  in&ntry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  taking 
up  their  line  of  march,  by  the  Trent  road,  from 
Newbem.  The  sight  was  magnificent,  as  the 
long  lines  of  infantry  with  their  polished  arms, 
and  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  slowly  but  cheer- 
fully, with  an  elasticity  of  step  and  a  merry  hum 
of  voices,  that  unmistakably  showed  how  high 
the  spirit  and  expectations  of  all  were  aroused, 
and  that  it  required  but  an  able  general  to  lead 
such  an  army  on  fix>m  victory  to  victory. 

As  we  advanced  into  the  country,  the  eviden- 
ces of  former  strife  everywhere  met  the  eye,  in 
the  desolated  plantations,  houses  burned  to  the 
ground  or  partially  destroyed,  and  an  air  of  ruin 
and  loneliness  pervading  alL  After  a  march  of 
about  fourteen  miles,  the  aimy  bivouacked  for 
the  night  on  a  plantation  which  seemed  more 
fortunate  than  many  others  we  passed.  But  its 
time  had  come ;  ana  as  regiment  after  regiment 
arrived  and  stacked  arms,  it  was  a  curious  study 
to  watch  the  rush  they  made  for  the  nearest 
fence,  the  eager  scramble  for  rails,  and  the  dis- 
appearance of  the  fences,  as  if  by  magic.  As 
night  darkened  over  the  scene,  the  countless  biv- 
ouac fires  rose  in  all  directions,  casting  a  lurid 
glare  up  to  the  sky,  and  forming  about  as  pictur- 
esque a  scene  as  could  possibly  be  imagined. 
And  the  sounds  of  voices,  and  laughter,  and  the 
neighing  of  horses,  and  unearthly  braying  of 
mules,  all  combined  to  render  that  bivouac  a 
something  to  be  remembered  forever. 

Beyond  where  we  encamped  Thursday  even- 
ing, the  rebels,  having  notice  of  our  approach, 
had  blockaded  the  road  for  two  miles,  by  felling 
trees  across;  but  the  pioneers  had  been  busy 
removing  them  during  the  night,  and  when  the 
army  resumed  its  march  in  the  morning  the  way 
was  cleared,  and  we  passed  on. 

About  ten  a.il  on  Friday  a  skirmish  occurred, 
near  Trenton,  between  our  advanced-guard  of 
cavalry  and  some  rebel  cavalry  and  in&ntry,  in 
which  the  latter  were  routed  with  the  loss  of 
three  or  four  killed  and  several  wounded  and, 
taken  prisoners. 

Our  advance  reached  South-west  Creek  about 
noon  on  Saturday,  and  the  enemy,  about  two 
thousand  strong,  were  posted  beyond,  with  a 
battery  commanding  the  road. 

The  Ninth  New-Jersey  and  Morrison^s  battery 
were  sent  forward  to  feel  their  position,  and  a 
smart  cannonading  of  some  two  hours*  duration 
took  place,  when  the  Ninth  New-Jersey  made  a 
detour  through  the  woods  and   captured    the 
battery,  putting  the  rebels  to  flight.    They  made  | 
another  stand  about  four  miles  this  side  of  Kins- ! 
ton,  when  the  same  force  pushed  after  them  and ; 
engaged  them  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  the 
rebeU  again  fell  back.    The  army  then  bivouack- 
ed for  the  night    I  stated  that  the  men  were  to 
cany  three  days'  rations  in  their  haversacks ; ' 


but  soldiers,  like  sailors,  are  given  to  think  of 
little  but  their  immediate  wants,  and  in  Uiis  case 
their  three  days*  rations  were  nearly  all  con- 
sumed by  the  evening  of  the  second  day,  so  thit 
during  Saturday  many  of  them  felt  the  p^Uigs  of 
actual  hunger. 

It  will  not  be  surprising,  then,  if  it  were  told 
that  no  sooner  were  they  encamped  for  the  night 
than  foraging  parties  stole  silently  away,  lod 
soon  returned  with  carcasses  of  firesh  be^  and 
pork,  and  an  abundance  of  sweet  potatoes,  and 
if  they  encamped  upon  that  field  as  hungry  a 
set  of  men  as  you  ever  saw,  Fll  venture  to  sar 
not  one  went  to  sleep  hungry,  but  with  stomacii 
well  lined  with  substantial  food. 

^^  Apple-jack,*'  too,  (something  better  than 
good  cider,  and  not  quite  so  palatable  as  good 
wine,)  was  then  first  tasted  by  many ;  bat  it 
could  not  be  had  in  sufficient  abundance  to  pro- 
duce intoxication  on  any.  This  liquor,  togetber 
with  cider,  whisky,  and  peach  brandy,  is  com- 
mon to  most  houses  of  any  pretensions  at  the 
South,  and  kept  by  all  in  greater  or  less  abuo- 
danca 

Pigs  and  poultry  in  great  numbers  suzrouBd 
every  farm-house,  and  the  way  these  have  been 
dealt  with  by  our  hungry  men  must  be  a  mEttur 
of  wonder  and  regret  to  many  of  our  seoesEJoo 
enemies.  As  to  sweet  potatoes — an  excellcot 
and  highly  nutritious  article  of  food,  requirii^ 
but  simple  preparations  to  render  them  fit  f  v 
eating — they  have  been  completely  demolished 
wherever  our  army  passed  through.  Honey,  too. 
shared  the  same  fate,  and  many  a  fiumer  and 
planter  will  mourn  the  loss  of  his  bees  the  com- 
ing season. 

On  Sunday  morning,  fourteenth,  the  annr 
again  took  up  its  line  of  march,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  our  advance — consisting  of  the  Ninth 
New-Jersey  and  Morrison's  battery — came  up 
with  the  enemy,  who  was  advantageously  p<»cej 
in  a  swamp  and  on  a  rising  ground  beyond,  abfHit 
a  mile  from  the  bridge  leading  across  the  river  ti 
Kinston. 

A  sharp  action  commenced,  which  was  su>' 
tained  with  spirit  by  our  advance,  until  the  nnir. 
body  coming  up,  the  action  became  more  earac-i 
and  terrible,  and  as  battery  after  batterr  arnr.c 
in  position,  and  opened  its  fire  on  the  eneiuv.  ttu 
ground  fairly  shook  with  their  repeated  reveri  <r 
rations,  while  the  sharp  roll  of  musketry— w hoi', 
battalions  delivering  their  fire  at  once — filled  tp 
the  intervals.  The  rebel  position  was  well  chos«a 
under  cover  of  a  dense  undergrowth  of  wc>>l 
their  foreground  protected  by  groves  of  pinf.N 
which,  however,  offered  no  impediment  to  cir 
artillery,  which  mowed  them  down  Uke  ^it^n 
The  rebels  had  about  seven  thousand  men,  but, 
in  choosing  their  position,  forgot  to  protect  thi  j 
left  flank,  and  this  being  discovered,  a  oolunm  tf 
infantry  and  a  battery  were  sent  round,  mhK:i 
completely  flanked  them,  axM  being  at  tht  ^aitu 
time  charged  with  vigor  by  the  Ninety -sixlh  ai  i 
Ninety-second  New- York,  and  the  FCrty-tifvl. 
Massachusetts  they  gave  way  and  fled  in  coi.tu- 
sion  across  the  bridge,  which  they  fired  in  thne 
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or  foar  plaees,  leaving  two  or  three  of  their 
wounded  to  be  burned  to  death. 

Tile  flftines  were  soon  extinguished,  and  the 
Ninth  New-Jersey,  followed  by  the  Seventeenth 
Ma!isichasett<s  crossed  over,  and  Kinston  was 
iMirs.  The  Ninth  New-Jersey  captured  the  colors 
of  the  Twenty-second  South-Carolina  regiment 
About  five  hundred  prisoners  were  captured,  in- 
duding  several  officers,  and  eleven  pieces  of  .ar- 
ulicry,  besides  various  other  things,  including  a 
qrantity  of  small  arms  and  ammunition. 

Oq  arriring  in  Kinston,  it  was  ascertained  that 
tk«  remaining  rebels  were  preparing  to  make  an- 
ither stand  on  the  railroad,  about  a  mile  beyond 
ibe  town,  but  a  few  well-directed  shells  put  them 
to  the ''  right  about,'^  and  they  skedaddled,  leav- 
ing us  in  quiet  possession.  Our  loss  in  killed 
u)<i  wounded  will  reach  to  about  two  hundred, 
including  the  Colonel  of  the  Ninety-sixth  New- 
York  and  a  captain  and  lieutenant  of  the  Tenth 
(Connecticut.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  not  as- 
oeruined 

Of  the  scenes  that  were  enacted  in  Kinston 
that  night,  it  would  be  impossible  in  the  purpose 
<f\  t  letter  like  this  to  make  more  than  a  passing 
iQMition.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the  eatables  and 
irinkabies  flowed  freely  about ;  but  no  insults  to 
iemales,  or  other  conduct  of  a  like  character,  came 
under  mv  notice. 

w  

(ieeseand  all  other  kinds  of  poultry  suffered, 
'i  course ;  apple-jack  bled  freely,  and  many  of 
i-ie  sokiiers  who  had  disencumbered  themselves 
^^  their  blankets  on  going  into  battle,  made 
iintnds  by  appropriating  a  stray  blanket  or  quilt 
.lom  the  piles  of  clothing  lying  in  various  direc- 
tions, which  the  frightened  inhabitants  had  col- 
^ti  but  left  in  their  flight  But  all  inhabiUnts 
vbo  remained  at  their  houses  were  protected, 
*Mle  those  who  fled  found  on  their  return  in 
^ny  of  thdr  stores  and  houses  evidences  of  oc- 
C'Jpacion  by  unwelcome  visitors.  Unfortunately, 
Coring  the  saturnalia,  a  large  hotel  took  fire  and 
'^rnt  to  the  ground. 

^^n  Monday  morning  the  array  again  took  up 
u  line  of  march ;  after  burning  the  bridges  to 
ffevent  the  rebels,  should  they  return  to  Kinston, 
tft^m  crosging  over  and  annoying  us  in  the  rear, 
An<i  encamped  within  three  and  a  half  miles  of 
^V'hitebalL 

On  Tuesday,  about  nine  o'clock,  our  advance 
<«U  the  enemy  at  Whitehall,  who  retired  across 
the  riTer,  burned  the  bridge,  and  opened  upon  us 
from  the  opposite  bank  with  artillery  and  mus- 
^try.  The  enemy  had  a  number  of  sharp- 
shooters placed  in  the  tree-tops,  and  in  other  ad- 
v^t^eoos  positions  along  the  banks  of  the  river, 
vbo  kept  up  a  galling  fire  upon  our  troops ;  but 
f^tir  batteries,  getting  into  position,  poured  such 
*^  incessant  fire  pf  grape,  canister,  round-shot, 
wd  shell  into  them  tfiit  they  were  fkin  to  retire 
^Her  keeping  up  the  action  for  about  four  hours 
-n;!  a  hf  It  Our  lote  in  killed  and  wounded  in 
•ni^  engagement  cannot  be  less  than  one  hundred 
s;«l  fifty.  The  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  and 
^mth  New-Jersey  lost  most  heavily  in  this  en- 
g^ement,  but  I  cannot  tell  the  exact  amount  of 


their  losses  save  from  camp  rumors,  which  aro 
generally  unreliable  and  largely  over-estimate  our 
losses  as  well  as  that  of  the  enemy.  The  Forty- 
fourth  Massachusetts  lost  two  killed  and  about 
forty  wounded  at  Whitehall,  and  the  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  lost  fourteen  wounded. 

Our  forces  were  withdrawn  from  Whitehall 
about  half-past  one  o'clock,  the  Seventeenth  Mas- 
sachusetts taking  the  lead,  followed  by  the  Ninth 
New-Jersey,  Wessells's  brigade,  which  had  hither- 
to kept  the  advance,  giving  place  to  Gen.  Amory's 
(Second)  brigade. 

Of  the  battle  of  Whitehall— or  rather  the  artil- 
lery duel  there — much  might  be  said,  and  at  the 
time  some  dissatisfaction  was  expressed  that 
General  Foster  did  not  force  the  position  and 
cross  over,  for  it  had  now  become  the 'settled 
conviction  of  the  army  as  well  as  rebels  that  we 
were  to  march  into  Goldsboro.  But  that  able 
General  understood  his  business  well,  and  out- 
witted the  rebels  in  this  as  in  every  instance  dur- 
ing this  short  but  brilliant  campaign.  The  army 
continued  its  march  to  within  about  five  miles  of 
Steep  Creek,  and  eight  miles  from  the  Wilming- 
ton Railroad,  where  it  encamped  for  the  night, 
and  on  Wednesday  the  Seventeenth  Massachu- 
setts and  Ninth  New-Jersey  took  up  the  advance, 
and  proceeded  cautiously  along  to  within  about 
two  miles  of  the  railroad,  where  they  encountered 
the  enemy's  pickets,  who  retired  as  they  ad- 
vanced. 

Here,  at  a  place  called  Dudley's  Mills,  Ser- 
geant Hardy,  of  company  F,  Seventeenth,  was 
mortally  wounded,  and  died  shortly  after.     The 
Seventeenth   then  advanced  along  the  country 
road,  which  crossed  the  railroad  about  a  mile  to 
the  south  of  the  railroad  bridge  crossing  the 
Neuse  River,  and  on  arriving  at  the  railroad 
abundant  evidences  were  manifest  of  a  hasty  pre- 
paration to  receive  us,  abandoned  in  greater  haste, 
the  hoes  and  shovels  used  in  making  rifle-pits  and 
breastworks  being  left  in  confusion  along  the 
track.     Axes  were  immediately  brought  into  re- 
quisition, the  telegraph  posts  cut  down  and  the 
wires  destroyed,  and  for  the  first  time  since  the 
rebellion  broke  out,  telegraphic  communication 
between  Jeff  Davis's  capital  (Richmond)  and  the 
capital  of  secession  (Charleston)  was  interrupted. 
Two  companies  being  sent  out  as  skirmishers 
to  the  left  of  the  railroad,  the  gallant  Seventeenth 
took  up  its  march  on  the  track  toward  the  bridge, 
which  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  expedition  to  de- 
stroy.    This  bridge  was  a  magnificent  structure, 
about  two  hundred  feet  long,  and  it  is  said  to 
have  taken  twelve  months  to  build.     The  Seven- 
teenth had  proceeded  but  a  quarter  of  the  dis- 
tance toward  the  bridge  when  they  were  opened 
upNon  by  a  battery  placed  on  the  track  across  the 
bridge,  which,  having  the  exact  range  of  our  po- 
sition, sent  shot  and  shell  into  us  with  terrible 
accuracy. 

The  track  was  immediately  cleared,  the  regi- 
ment dividing,  taking  each  side  of  the  railroad, 
the  bed  of  which  here  rises  to  an  elevation  of 
about  ten  feet^  and  gradually  advancing  toward 
the  bridge.    The  fire  now  from  the  battery,  and 
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from  sharp-shooters  on  each  side  of  the  railroad, 
became  so  continuous  and  heavy  that  it  was  diffi- 
cult to  tell  whether  moving  along  or  lying  still 
was  most  dangerous ;  but  the  brave  men  of  the 
Seventeenth  thought  not  of  danger,  kept  pressing 
on,  returning  the  fire  wherever  a  rebel  showed 
himself  as  a  mark.  An  incident  here  occurred, 
which  shows  how  the  ludicrous  is  often  mixed 
with  the  terrible,  and  that  humorous  incidents 
will  occur  even  in  the  heat  and  carnage  of  battle. 
A  poor  dog,  who  found  that  he  had  unwittingly 
strayed  into  rather  a  rough  place,  and  seeming, 
with  almost  human  instinct,  to  realize  his  dan- 
ger, crept  in  under  one  of  our  boys,  who  was  a 
few  yards  in  advance  of  me,  and  persistently  en- 
deavored to  keep  his  position. 

The  'soldier,  not  relishing  the  companionship, 
endeavored  to  make  him  get  from  under,  wishing 
himself  to  be  next  the  ground ;  for  an  inch  of  ele- 
vation in  such  a  position  is  often  so  much  of  a 
mark  for  a  bullet  or  a  piece  of  shell.  But  the 
dog  would  not  be  repulsed,  but  as  often  as  he  was 
dislodged  he  returned  to  the  charge,  and  I  could 
not  help  laughing  at  hearing  the  half-fearful  ex- 
pressions of  impatience  from  the  soldier  in  his 
endeavors  to  dislodge  the  animal :  "  Clear  out  of 
this,  d — n  you  1"  eta  Finally  the  dog  was  re- 
pulsed. 

But  to  return  to  the  battle.  The  regiment 
having  progressed  in  the  manner  described  about 
half  a  mile,  the  order  was  given  to  form  on  the 
railroad,  charge  across  the  bridge  and  take  the 
battery  which  annoyed  us  so  much.  The  brave 
fellows  immediately  formed,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  advancing  when  they  were  saluted  by 
two  tremendous  voUevs  of  musketry,  from  two 
rebel  regiments,  which  lay  concealed  in  a  wood 
at  the  extremity  of  a  corn-field  on  the  left  And 
now  commenced  a  scene  that  it  would  be  vain  to 
attempt  a  description  of^  especially  by  an  actor 

•  *  A. 

in  it 

In  about  half  the  time  it  takes  to  tell  it,  every 
man  of  them  had  jumped,  tumbled,  or  rolled  over 
into  the  ditch  to  the  right  of  the  track,  and  were, 
it  seemed,  thrown  into  inextricable  confusion; 
but  whoever  supposed  such  a  thing  or  thought 
the  regiment  would  skedaddle,  did  not  know  the 
Seventeenth,  for  immediately  after  they  could 
pick  themselves  up  they  commenced  a  rapid  and 
well-directed  fire  upon  the  rebels,  who  were  no 
doubt  much  surprised  to  see  the  men  they  thought 
they  had  annihilated  so  suddenly  rise  to  life. 
But  the  strangest  part  of  the  story  remains  to  be 
told  —  only  two  men  of  the  Seventeenth  were 
wounded  by  these  destructive  volleys.  The  Ninth 
New-Jersey,  which  was  posted  on  the  right  of  the 
railroad  and  in  the  line  of  the  rebel  fire,  had  seve- 
ral men  wounded,  and  retired  out  of  range.  But 
the  Seventeenth,  using  the  elevated  bed  of  the 
railroad  as  a  breastwork,  kept  up  a  heavy  fire 
upon  the  rebels,  and  still  advanced  until  the 
head  of  the  regiment  reached  the  bridge. 

About  this  time  Belger*s  Rhode  IsUmd  battery 
came  up  and  took  position  on  the  right  of  the 
raUroad,  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods  op- 
posite— sending  in  an  occasional  dose  of  grape 


and  canister — until  the  rebel  firo  was  almost  en- 
tirely silenced.  The  battery  on  the  other  side 
of  the  bridge  was  silenced  and  withdrawn  after 
the  second  or  third  fire,  and  ceased  to  trouble 
us.  Faint  cheers  were  now  heard  fix>m  the  rebds, 
and  on  looking  to  ascertain  the  cause,  it  was  dis- 
covered that  a  train  had  arrived  with  recnforce- 
ments,  which  could  be  seen  rapidly  defiling  fbm 
the  cars  and  forming  in  line  of  battle  across  the 
railroad.  Captain  Belger,  on  learning  this,  im- 
mediately jumped  upon  the  railroad  and  directed 
the  fire  of  his  battery.  The  first  shell  fired  fell 
rather  to  the  left  of  the  rebel  line.  The  seoood 
fell  in  their  midst  almost  on  the  railroad  track, 
and  the  way  they  scattered  into  the  woods  was  a 
caution. 

A  ** monitor**  or  battery  came  up  with  this 
train,  and  immediately  commenced  shelling  us, 
every  shell  bursting  directly  above  our  heads. 
At  the  third  fire  from  Belger's  battery,  the  shell 
exploded  the  engine,  and  a  column  of  white 
smoke  shot  up  into  the  air,  carrying  with  it,  no 
doubt,  the  lives  of  many  a  poor  rebel  The  rebel 
fire  slackened  somewhat,  and  the  Seventeenth 
were  formed,  and  marched  out  firom  their  in- 
trenchments  behind  the  battery.  While  lying 
in  a  hollow,  behind  the  battery,  the  rebels  seeoi- 
ed  endowed  vrith  new  life,  and  sent  shot  and 
shell  thic]{  and  fast  into  and  around  them.  At 
this  time  Lieut  B.  N.  Mann,  who  had  command 
of  the  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  re- 
turned with  his  company,  and  reported  himself 
to  the  Colonel  The  bridge  was  to  be  fired  at  all 
hazards,  and  a  captain  and  two  men  from  the 
Ninthr  New-Jersey  had  volunteered  to  go  and 
fire  it,  with  a  like  number  firom  the  Seventeenth. 
Lieut  Mann  volunteered,  with  two  men  from 
company  A,  and  the  brave  fellows  set  forward  on 
their  perilous  expedition. 

On  their  way  they  were  met  by  a  perfect  storm 
of  bullets  from  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters,  but 
succeeded  in  firing  the  bridge.  Lieutenant  Mann 
was  wounded  in  the  abdomen,  but  not  danger- 
ously, and  is  now  doing  well  The  Seventeenth 
received  great  praise  for  good  behavior,  while 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  ;  when  ordered  from 
the  field,  they  marched  out  fi'om  under  the  ene- 
my's fire  with  files  dressed  up  as  neatly  as  if 
coming  off  dress-parade.  Colonel  Fellows  wis, 
throughout  the  action,  with  his  r^;iment,  encour- 
aging his  men,  and  acted  as  cool  and  self-posess- 
ed,  as  if  directing  the  ordinary  movements  of  a 
battalion  drill  The  other  officers  of  the  Seven- 
teenth also  acted  well,  and  stood  by  their  men 
like  bricks.  Captain  Belger,  of  the  Rhode  Island 
battery,  is  a  splendid  fellow,  and  deserves  well  of 
his  country.  His  coolness  and  undaunted  biar- 
cry  did  much,  very  much  toward  the  success  of 
the  enterprise. 

In  the  mean  time  the  work  bf  tearing  up  the 
rails  and  sleepers  of  the  railroad  and  setting  them 
on  fire  was  efficiently  performed  by  the  FifUi 
Massachusetts  and  the  New- York  cavalry,  the 
latter  destroying  another  railroad  bridge  about 
two  miles  north  of  the  great  bridge ;  and  when 
the  fight  was  concluded,  I  had  time  to  notice  the 
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smoke  of  hundreds  of  fires,  extending  as  fiur  as 
the  eye  could  reach  on  the  bed  of  the  road,  in- 
dksting  bow  completely  the  work  of  demolition 
had  been  accomplished.  I  think  it  will  take  the 
mechanics  of  Jeff  Davis  as  many  months  to  re- 
pair the  mischief  done  as  it  took  the  New-York 
uid  Massachusetts  boys  hours  to  perpetrate  it 

Bat  in  the  mean  time,  and  toward  sunset,  the 
rebels  having  crossed  the  county  bridge,  some 
two  or  three  miles  above  the  railroad,  to  Uie  num- 
ber of  three  thousand,  came  down  and  charged 
across  the  railroad  upon  battery  B,  Third  New- 
York  artillery.  They  formed  in  three  lines  of 
battle,  and  came  on  with  a  terrible  swoop,  in- 
tending to  crush  all  before  them. 

The  Ci^tain  of  the  battery  ordered  his  pieces 
to  be  loaded  with  a  double  chai^ge  of  grape  and 
canister,  and  when  they  came  wiuiin  about  sixty 
yards,  sent  a  hail-storm  into  their  midst,  which 
mowed  them  down  like  grass,  and  before  they 
could  rally  or  fly,  soit  another  dischurge  into 
them  which  threw  them  into  such  confusion  that 
they  incontinently  fled  and  were  seen  no  more. 
About  forty  prisoners  were  taken,  and  if  the  artil- 
lery supports  had  charged,  no  doubt  many  more 
would  have  been  captured.  The  Seventeenth 
lost  but  two  men  killed  and  seventeen  wounded 
in  this  affair.  Of  the  losses  to  the  other  regi- 
ments I  know  not,  but  they  must  bave  been 
trifling.  Of  the  rebel  loss  i  am  not  capable  of 
guessing,  and  can  therefore  give  no  estimate. 

The  expedition  was  successful.  The  strategy 
of  Gen.  Foster  completely  bewildered  the  rebel 
leaders,  and  thus  one  of  the  most  important  lines 
of  railway  was  cut  and  rendered  useless,  and  the 
army  of  North-Carolina  having  marched  one  hun- 
dred and  forty  miles,  fought  three  Engagements, 
and  returned  to  Newbem  unmolested,  in  ten  days 
from  the  time  of  setting  out 

If  all  our  armies  worked  so  well,  so  hard,  and 
to  such  purpose,  how  long,  think  you,  would  it 
take  to  flatten  out  this  rebellion  ?  Why,  about 
thirty  days. 

There  may  be  some  inaccuracies,  omissions, 
and  mistakes  in  the  foregoing,  but  so  far  as  my 
limited  observation  can  extend,  the  fiicts  stated 
are  mainly  correct  P. 
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HlAMkOABmS  rORTT-nrTB  RaO^T-MAaB.  VOLB. 

Nbwbkbk,  I>ecember  94, 1803. 

A  Letter  from  the  Farty-J^fth  Begiment 

Mb.  EorroB :  My  last  was  at  the  close  of  the 
<^y,  on  the  tenth  instant,  just  having  received 
(^ers  to  march  at  daybreak  next  morning.  Ac- 
cordingly, four  ▲.!!.  of  the  eleventh  found  us  astir, 
and  at  five  the  regiment  was  in  line,  prepared  to 
march.  What  a  world  of  experience  has  dawned 
open  us  since  that  time  1  As  Caasio  says,  ''  I 
remember  a  mass  of  things,"  but  so  crowded 
have  events  been  one  upon  another,  that,  like 
mm,  it  seems  doubtful  what  I  remember  distinct- 
ly- I  will,  however,  endeavor  to  write  what  I 
^  know  and  experienced  during  the  ten  and  a 
naif  days  the  Forty-fiah  were  absent  from  this 


place,  participating  in  the  recent  expedition  to 
Goldsboro.  What  I  write  must  relate  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  doings  of  the  Forty-fifth,  as  one  has 
but  little  chance  to  know  what  is  happening  else- 
where, if  attending  to  duty  in  his  own  regiment 

As  I  have  before  stated,  five  a.]c.  of  the  eleventh 
found  us  on  the  march  for  Newbem  proper,  about 
two  miles  from  our  camp.  On  arriving  in  the 
dty,  we  found  it  full  of  horse,  foot,  artillery,  and 
munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds  in  motion,  and  all 
seeming  in  a  hurry.  Were  soon  marched  to  our 
position  on  the  Trent  road,  where  our  brigade 
(the  First  Amory's)  was  forming. 

Here  of  course  occurred  the  usual  and  inevita- 
ble delay  attending  military  movements,  not  get- 
ting fairly  started  until  after  nine  a.m.  The  line 
of  advance  thence  was  over  the  Trent  road,  bear- 
ing north-west  from  the  city,  which  seemed  to  be 
the  constant  direction  of  our  march.  Our  prog- 
ress was  slow,  and  often  varied  with  halts.  The 
reason  for  this  was  apparent— bad  roads.  The 
orders  being  for  the  men  to  avoid  mud  and  wet 
as  much  as  possible.  With  a  considerateness 
which  does  somebody  credit,  they  were  permitted 
to  pass  around  or  get  through  bad  places  in  the 
best  way  they  could. 

Nothing  of  special  interest  occurred  during  our 
first  day's  march.  We  passed  numerous  picket 
stations  of  our  own  during  the  day ;  among  the 
rest  a  camp  of  the  Massachusetts  Twenty-fifth, 
also  very  many  ruins  of  houses  along  the  road, 
fruits  of  secession — whether  destroyed  by  our 
own  men  or  by  the  rebels  themselves,  we  were 
unable  to  ascertain.  The  close  of  the  day  and  a 
quick  turn  in  the  road  brought  us  in  view  of  our 
camp-ground  for  the  night,  which  a  large  portion 
of  the  advance  had  already  reached  and  built 
their  fires  for  the  night,  using  for  the  purpose 
the  very  excellent  hard  pine  rails  with  which  the 
ground  (an  immense  corn-field)  was  surrounded. 
It  is  supposed  that  we  marched  about  eighteen 
miles  this  day,  and  being  quite  thoroughly  fired, 
wrapped  ourselves  in  our  blankets,  and  without 
other  shelter,  lay  down  to  sleep,  which  came 
without  much  wooing. 

The  early  morning  of  the  twelfth  finds  us  again 
on  the  march.  There  are  rumors  of  skirmishing 
in  the  firont  by  the  cavalry,  and  we  find  that  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  obstruct  the  passage 
of  our  troops  by  felling  enormous  trees  across  the 
road,  but  the  pioneers  preceding  us  have  cleared 
the  way  of  all  obstructions,  and  we  are  enabled 
to  pass  along  without  delay,  except  from  the  roads, 
Finch  at  this  time  seem  to  be  particularly  bad, 
the  mud  and  water  averaging  anywhere  from 
ankle  to  knee-deep.  The  privilege  granted  the 
men  on  the  first  day  of  picking  the  best  way 
through  the  mud  was  found  to  cause  so  much  de- 
lay that  orders  were  given  to  push  along  straight 
through  every  thing,  consequently  there  was  some 
tall  wading,  and  few  but  had  wet  and  muddy  feet 
and  legs. 

About  noon  we  reached  a  place  where  our  caval- 
ry had  a  skirmish  with  mounted  pickets  of  the 
enemy,  taking  three  of  them  prisoners,  whom  we 
saw  lying  alongside  the  road  under  guard.     A 
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short  distance  further  on,  a  poor  misguided  **reb" 
was  lying  in  front  of  a  small  house,  wounded,  it 
was  said  unto  death,  and  s«on  another  in  the  same 
condition.  Matters  now  looked  as  if  coming  to  a 
crisis.  Company  £  was  sent  to  the  rear  as  skir^ 
roishers,  and  videttes  were  thrown  out  from  each 
company,  but  none  of  the  enemy  were  seen.  The 
march  this  p.m.  was  almost  constantly  over  swamp 
roads  with  mud  ankle-deep.  Nothing  further  of 
interest  occurred  during  the  day.  At  nine  o^clock 
a  halt  was  ordered  and  we  bivouacked  as  before, 
in  a  corn-field. 

At  about  seven  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirteenth,  we  were  off  again  on  our  travels.  Noth- 
ing of  importance  occurred  until  ten  o^clock, 
when  we  heard  the  booming  of  heavy  guns  from 
the  artillery  in  advance ;  at  first  faint  and  occa- 
sional, but  soon  louder  and  more  continuous. 
Somehow,  it  seemed  as  if  a  load  of  fatigue  was 
lifted  off  the  shoulders  of  the  regiment  Each 
individual  appeared  to  press  forward  with  renew- 
ed vigor,  as  though  anxious  to  be  in  the  van,  if 
there  was  work  to  be  done.  Now  came  the  order 
to  halt,  and  give  way  to  the  right  and  left,  when 
several  batteries  of  artillery  dashed  through  our 
centi'e  to  the  front  The  gap  was  quickly  closed 
up,  and  the  word  was  forward.  At  twelve  o'clock 
we  reached  a  position  of  cross-roads  where,  near 
by,  in  a  fielcC  the  line  of  battle  formed.  The 
regiment  was  soon  placed  in  position  to  support 
the  field-battery,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
fighting.  In  this  state  matters  remained  until 
about  four,  when  orders  came  to  stack  arms,  and 
bivouac  in  position  for  the  night  The  noise  of 
the  big  guns  had  ceased,  and  there  appeared  no 
prospect  of  an  engagement  at  this  point  A 
cavalry  man  who  was  in  the  advance  told  the 
following  story  in  regard  to  the  firing  we  had 
heard  coming  from  our  front  in  the  forenoon. 
He  said  that  there  bad  been  considerable  skir- 
mishing with  cavalry  and  infantry  of  the  enemy 
since  yesterday.  To-day  the  advance  had  reach- 
ed a  place,  just  beyond  our  camp,  on  the  banks 
of  a  creek,  where  a  rebel  battery  of  two  twelve- 
pounders  was  posted.  The  bridge  across  the 
creek  had  been  destroyed  to  prevent  the  passage 
of  our  troops,  but  the  valiant  Ninth  New-Jersey 
charged  across  through  the  water  and  took  both 
pieces.     **  I  tell  the  tale  as  *twas  told  to  me." 

At  eight  o'clock  on  Sunday,  the  fourteenth,  (an 
eventful  day  with  us,  for  it  marks  the  first  blood 
shed  by  the  regiment,)  we  were  on  the  move,  soon 
crossing  the  creek  where  the  Ninth  New-Jersey 
were  said  to  have  charged  across.  The  bridge 
had  been  re-built  by  our  sappers  and  miners,  and 
the  troops  passed  without  hindrance.  One  of  the 
captured  pieces  lay  near,  by  the  side  of  the  road, 
and  not  far  firom  it  two  dead  forms  with  the  uni- 
form of  secession  upon  them.  For  a  long  distance 
the  woods  had  been  felled  to  form  an  abattia,  and 
everything  indicated  preparations  had  been  made 
at  this  point  for  a  stubborn  resistance  to  our  ad- 
vance. It  is  said  that  prisoners  taken  here  stated 
that  the  rebels  were  unaware  of  our  numbers,  sup- 
posing it  to  be  a  mere  cavalry  raid  frqm  Newbem, 
but  when  they  found  the  extent  of  our  foroes, 


they  chose  discretion  as  the  better  part  of  valor, 
and  retired,  abandoning  their  position. 

Here  again,  as  before  when  we  expected  fight- 
ing, the  road  lay  through  a  swamp,  with  mud  and 
water  half-way  up  to  our  knees. 

At  half-past  ten  in  the  forenoon  the  sound  of 
artillery  firing,  interspersed  with  occaaaonal  dis- 
charges of  musketry,  came  from  the  front,  and 
indicated  the  commencement  of  the  fight  at  Kin* 
ston,  concerning  which  action  it  is  my  purpose  to 
relate  so  much  as  pertains  to  the  partidpation  of 
the  Forty-fifth  therein. 

In  the  first  place  we  came  to  a  halt  for  thepa^ 
pose  of  allowing  the  passage  of  the  artillery  through 
our  centre.  Then  rapidly  closing  up,  the  Hue  of 
march  was  taken  up  over  a  road  running  neuriy 
north  toward  the  scene  of  action ;  soon  (Sverging 
a  little  to  the  east,  passing  into  a  field  where  » 
battery  was  posted,  with  a  raiment  of  in&ntry 
in  support,  and  then  under  fire.  It  was  unde^ 
stood  at  this  time  that  the  rebels  were  endeaTo^ 
ing  to  execute  a  flank  movement  on  our  forces. 
To  aid  in  defeating  this,  the  Forty-fifth  were  sent 
first  by  the  left  and  then  by  the  right  into  the 
woods  skirting  the  road  I  have  before  mentioned, 
by  the  latter  movement  crossing  it  and  passing 
into  the  woods  in  the  new  direction.  The  road 
had  not  been  left  hardly  a  moment  befiwe  three 
of  our  number  were  killed  and  several  wounded. 
Pressing  steadily  forward  without  firing,  the  regi- 
ment passed  into  a  swamp,  knee-deep  in  mod, 
whore  we  found  the  Tenth  Connecticut  and  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Pennsylvania.  Immediately 
under  a  heavy  fire  the  line  of  battle  was  formed, 
and  the  advance  commenced  upon  the  enemy,  who 
were  posted  in  the  road  and  on  high  ground  to  the 
right,  with  axhurch  thereon,  the  whole  position 
forming  an  arc  of  a  circle,  completely  oommand* 
ing  the  swamp,  and  apparently  an  excellently  se- 
lected position  to  defend,  and  firom  whence  a  stout 
resistance  came  against  the  advance  of  our  troops. 

The  bullets,  shot  and  shell  fiew  like  hail.  The 
veterans  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  and  the  One 
Hundred  and  Third  Pennsylvania  and  other  r^- 
ments  of  Wessell's  brigade  say  that  they  were  never 
in  a  position  where  the  fire  was  more  concentrated 
or  rapid.  Our  troops  lay  close  for  a  while,  load- 
ing and  firing  with  idl  the  rapidity  possible.  Here 
many  were  killed  and  wounded.  Some  of  ti)e  Ut- 
ter are  mentioned  as  being  struck  in  the  back ;  it 
was  in  this  way,  lying  with  face  toward  the  foe ; 
but  never  a  one  in  retreat  Sobn  an  opportune 
moment  came  for  a  charge  firom  a  portion  of  the 
line,  and  the  brave  Tenth  Connecticut  swept  for- 
ward to  the  front  in  advance  of  the  Forty>fifth, 
who  rapidly  closed  up.  The  rebels  gave  way  gra- 
dually firom  the  woods  skirting  the  swamp,  ooco- 
pying,  in  the  retreat,  the  church  I  have  beftre 
mentioned,  and  holding  it  until  there  was  scarcely 
a  square  foot  but  that  had  a  buUei-lude  in  it  Then 
with  the  advantages  gained  in  position  by  the  »- 
tillery  and  our  infimtry  to  the  left,  in  advance, 
the  position  became  too  warm  to  hold,  and  the 
enemy  commenced  retreating  across  the  river,  un- 
der cover  of  the  fire  of  a  fire-gun  batteiy  of  thBira, 
which  had  been  in  sorice  all  the  time  during  the 
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fight  Oetting  moflt  of  their  force  over,  the  bridge 
was  set  on  fire  to  preyent  our  soldiers  crossing,  but 
the  fire  was  quickly  extinguished,  and  the  chase 
tfter  the  flying  rebels  began,  our  artillery  throw- 
ing shell  after  them.  How  much  fighting  there 
may  hare  been  across  the  riyer  I  cannot  say  of  my 
own  knowledge. 

The  Forty-fifth  did  not  cross  the  river  at  this 
time,  but  retained  their  position  in  the  woods 
skirting  the  swamp,  the  battle  at  this  time  being 
rirttially  ended,  luiving  lasted  not  &r  from  five 
hours.  The  re^ment  had  been  engaged  the  great- 
er portion  of  this  time,  and  lost  in  killed  and  died 
from  wounds  thirteen,  wounded  forty,  out  of  about 
seren  hundred  men  carried  into  action,  two  com- 
panies, C  and  6,  not  being  with  the  regiment,  in 
consequence  of  absence  from  headquarters  for  gar- 
rison duty  at  Moorehead  City  and  Beaufort 

At  about  dusk  the  Forty-fifth  filed  off  in  line 
with  the  marching  mass  of  troops  across  the  river 
to  occupy  Kinston,  which  lies  about  two  miles 
from  the  scene  of  action,  where  the  troops  bivou- 
acked for  the  night.  Kinston,  I  should  say,  might 
bavo  been  a  town  of  six  or  eight  thousand  inhabit- 
an^  and  is  really  in  my  estimation  a  pretty, 
thriving-looking  place,  more  so  than  any  I  have 
heretofore  seen  in  this  country.  As  we  entered, 
huge  fires  were  burning  in  the  streets ;  not  exactly 
ifl  welcome  of  our  coming,  however,  but  to  destroy 
cotton,  turpentine,  etc.  0  infatuation  I  to  what 
extent  mayst  thou  not  be  carried.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  the  fifteenth  the  line  of  march  is  taken 
up  again,  passing  back  over  the  road  by  which  we 
entered  Kinston  ;  across  the  river  and  by  the  bat- 
ti^-groond  the  day  before.  Soon  afl^r  leaving  the 
field  on  our  left;,  a  turn  to  the  right  put  us  again 
00  our  course  north-west,  which  we  seem  tempor- 
arily to  have  deviated  firom  in  order  to  touch  at 
Kinston.  Nothing  of  any  great  importance  tran- 
spired during  the  day.  At  night  we  encamped  in 
in  immense  potato-field. 

Made  an  early  start  on  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth, pk>dding  along  as  usual  over  muddy  roads, 
aQ  pretty  thoroughly  fatigued.  Nothing  of  inter- 
est occurred  until  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the  roar 
of  artillery  in  the  advance  said  work  ahead,  and 
toid  the  beginning  of  the  fight  at  Whitehall,  (or 
Jericho  as  it  is  sometimes  called.)  The  Forty-fifth 
vrired  at  the  firont  about  half-past  ten,  and  passed 
down  the  road  toward  the  scene  of  action  under 
ftrtUlery  fire  firom  both  sides  over  them.  Then 
the  regiment  filed  to  a  field  to  the  left,  to  go  to 
the  rear  of  a  battery,  where  we  were  ordereid  to 
lie  down  and  await  the  issue.  This  was  a  most 
trying  position — directly  in  line  of  a  heavy  artil- 
lery fire  from  both  sides,  with  occasionally  a  shell 
or  round-shot  dropping  from  the  rebels  among  the 
regiment  Here  were  killed  three,  and  wounded 
nine,  without  a  gun  being  fired  from  the  regiment 
Among  the  killed  was  Color-Sergeant  Theodore 
Ptfkman,  who  was  struck  in  the  head  by  a  ball, 
vhile  lying  down  holding  the  staff  with  the  stars 
*nd  gtiipes  in  his  hand.  When  the  colors  fell. 
Col.  Coiunan  seised  them  from  the  ground  and 
^*or^  them  aloft  again,  passing  them  to  the  color- 
oorporaL 


This  fight,  as  at  Kinston,  was  along  the  banks 
of  the  Neuse  River. 

The  rebels  were  posted  in  log  fortifications  on 
high  ground,  and  had,  it  is  said,  two  gunboats, 
recently  built,  to  aid  them.  These  gunl^ats  were 
destroyed  by  our  artillery,  so  it  is  reported.  Our 
troops  did  not  seek  to  cross  the  river  at  all,  the 
object  appearing  to  be  simply  to  silence  the  bat- 
teries and  destroy  the  gunboats. 

At  about  half-past  two  the  firmg  ceased,  and 
we  again  took  up  our  line  of  march  forward. 
Nothing  further  occurred  during  the  dav.  At 
night  we  encamped  on  a  field  near  a  run  of  water 
called  Sleepy  Creek. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth  the  word 
was,  forward  again.  We  began  to  think,  as  had 
been  jokingly  said,  that  we  were  to  go  straight 
through  to  Kichmond.  At  ten  o^clock,  after  a 
long  halt,  the  position  of  the  Forty-fifth  was 
changed  from  well  in  the  advance,  where  we  had 
been  fix)m  the  start,  to  the  rear,  as  baggage- 
guard.  In  this  position  the  march  was  continued 
till  about  half-past  three,  and  to  within  two  or 
three  miles  of  Goldsboro,  where  heavy  firing  had 
been  going  on  since  forenoon.  At  this  time,  half- 
past  wree,  an  orderly  came  riding  firom  the  fix>nt, 
giving  directions  that  the  baggase-train  should  be 
immediately  reversed,  that  all  had  been  accom- 
plished that  was  desired,  and  the  expedition  was 
to  return  to  Newbem. 

Of  the  fight  at  Goldsboro,  I  know  nothing — 
the  Forty-fifth  were  in  no  way  engaged,  and  not 
near  enough  to  see  any  thing  of  the  action. 

After  turning  fiuse  toward  Newbem,  the  regi- 
ment stood  in  line  some  time  while  portions  of 
the  advance  marched  by  them — the  band  of  the 
Forty-fifth,  which  had  accompanied  the  regiment 
with  their  instruments,  playing  the  whil&  The 
band  also  gave  an  evening  concert  for  the  gratifi- 
cation of  tne  troops  while  at  Kinston. 

The  march  was  kept  up,  this  day,  until  half- 
past  nine  in  the  evening,  when  we  went  into 
camp. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth  started  at 
five,  still  in  charge  of  the  bamige ;  the  left  flank, 
company  I,  in  charge  of  a  oatoh  of  prisoners, 
which  had  been  captured  along  the  way,  princi- 
pally by  the  cavalry.  These  prisoners  were  all 
paroled  alongside  the  road  on  the  way  down. 
Passed  the  Wliitohall  (at  Jericho)  battle-ground 
at  ten.  Nothing  of  interest  during  the  rest  of 
the  day.  Got  into  camp  about  eight  Said  to 
have  marched  about  twenty-two  miles—our  long- 
est day's  work. 

On  the  nineteenth  we  were  away  at  sunrise. 
Passed  during  the  forenoon  the  battle-ground  at 
Kinston,  and  the  houses  near  by  which  were 
used  for  hospitals  on  the  occasion  of  the  fight^ 
whence  the  wounded  were  taken  on  ambulances, 
to  be  placed  on  board  gunboats  Ijring  about  three 
miles  below  the  town,  and  by  them  carried  to 
Newbem.  *  The  same  course  was  pursued  with 
the  wounded  at  Whitehall,  an  item  which  I  neg- 
lected to  mention  in  its  proper  place. 

The  bridge  across  the  Neuse,  which  the  rebels 
tried  to  bum,  on  the  day  of  the  fight,  and  did  not 
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succeed  in  the  attempt,  we  find  has  heen  entirely 
destroyed  by  our  own  troops,  and  Kinston  evacu- 
ated. Indeed,  this  we  expected,  and  had  heard 
of  before  from  two  companies  of  our  regiment 
(E  and  K)  who  were  left  behind  to  patrol  the 
town,  and  were  the  last  to  leave,  burning  the 
bridge  on  their  departure,  and  rejoining  the  r^- 
ment  in  camp,  late  on  the  night  of  the  fifteenth, 
the  day  after  the  battle. 

Homeward  bound  from  Kinston,  we  take  the 
Neuse  road,  said  to  be  some  thirteen  miles  nearer 
than  the  Trent  road  by  which  we  came.  The 
rebels  appear  to  have  expected  us  this  way  fit>m 
Newbem,  as  we  find  breastworks  thrown  up 
commanding  the  road,  trees  felled,  and  many  de- 
serted camps.  An  old  miller,  whom  we  met  on 
the  way,  told  us  that  up  to  Friday  before  the 
Sunday  of  the  fight  these  camps  were  all  occu- 
pied. At  that  time  they  all  moved  into  town. 
He  estimated  that  there  were  from  six  to  seven 
thousand  rebel  troops  in  Kinston  on  the  day  of 
the  fight  We  passed  during  the  day  two  or 
three  dead  rebels  lying  by  the  side  of  the  road, 
supposed  to  have  been  pickets  killed  in  skirmishes 
with  our  cavalry. 

Nothing  of  interest  occurred  on  the  twentieth, 
save  that  we  marched  some  twenty  mile^  which 
brought  us  to  within  six  or  eight  miles  of  our 
barracks  at  Newbem. 

On  the  twenty-first,  started  at  six  o'clock,  and 
at  half-past  ten  o'clock  marched  into  our  old 
camp  to  the  dear  old  tune  of  "Home,  Sweet 
Home  "  from  the  band. 

Glad  enough  were  we,  poor,  weary,  foot-sore 
soldiers,  to  get  back,  I  can  assure  you.  Not, 
however,  but  that  we  would  have  endured  twice 
as  much,  had  it  been  possible,  and  the  cause  de- 
manded it 

To  sum  up  briefly  the  time  of  the  expedition 
from  leaving  Newbem  was  ten  and  a  half  days. 
In  that  period  but  little  less  than  two  hundred 
miles  were  marched,  over  the  worst  of  roads. 
Out  of  that  time,  about  a  day  and  a  half  was  oc- 
cupied in  fighting.  The  Fortv-fifth  was  probably 
eight  hours  alto^ther,  in  action  and  under  fire. 

One  word  in  regard  to  the  officers  of  our  regi- 
ment I  know  how  little  fiattering  words  cost, 
and  how  ofi»n  they  are  used  in  the  connection  in 
which  I  am  about  to  write,  without  a  shadow  of 
truth,  but  I  feel  certain  that  when  I  say  that  each 
and  all  of  them  have  doubled  the  high  estimate 
in  which  they  were  held  by  the  regiment  previous 
to  the  starting  of  the  expedition,  I  do  but  make 
an  assertion  which  will  be  met  by  a  hearty  amen 
in  Uie  Forty-fifth.  If  any  fault  were  to  be  found, 
it  would  be  of  recklessness  in  some  cases. 

Dr.  Kneeland  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stone  were  in 
the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  often  in  great  dan- 
ger, attending  to  the  wants  of  the  wounded,  in 
which  duty  they  were  ably  seconded  by  the  band 
of  the  regiment,  acting  as  an  ambulan<{9  corps. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  one  who  was  in  the 
expedition  would  be  likely  to  know  something  of 
the  whys  and  wherefores  of  its  origin  and  its 
effects ;  but  those  matters  I  leave  for  others.  I 
idmply  know  that  I  went  with  my  regiment,  which 


was  one  of  probably.some  twenty  or  more  others. 
There  was  fighting  at  Kinston,  Whit^all  and 
Goldsboro,  and  after  that  we  came  home.  I 
heard  of  bridges  and  railroads  being  destroyed  be- 
tween Qoldsboro  and  Wilmington  by  our  troops. 
It  is  said  that  the  movement  was  quite  successful 
I  trust  it  was  equal  to  the  sacrifice  of  life  and 
limb  involved.  If  so,  amen  to  the  mud,  fiitiguc, 
short  rations,  and  every  thing  else  endund  to  se- 
cure the  result 

There  are  many  incidents  and  aoeidenta  re- 
maining in  my  memory  which  I  could  not  find 
room  for  in  this  letter,  but  will  try  to  make  the 
subject  of  another  at  some  future  time.       W. 

KEBEL  OFFICIAL  ACCOUNT. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOROENERAL  G.  W.  SHirH. 

HSIOQUAITBB,  GOLDSBOIO,  V.C^[ 

December  tt,  IStt.    f 

Oen.  S.  Cooper^  Adjutant  and  Intpector-Gaufol, 

Richmond^  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies 
of  the  reports  of  Brig. -Generals  Evans,  Bobertson, 
and  Glingman,  giving  an  account  of  the  Tarioos 
al&irs  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity,  in  their  r^ 
cent  bridge-burning  and  pillaging  expeditioD  firam 
Newbem. 

Brig. -Gen.  Evans,  with  two  thousand  men,  hdd 
them  in  check  at  South-west  Creek,  beyond  Kin> 
ston,  on  the  thirteenth,  and,  on  the  fourteenth,  de- 
layed their  advance  for  some  time,  and  succeeded 
in  withdrawing  his  force  with  small  loss,  to  the 
left  bank  of  the  Neuse  Biver,  at  Kinston.  fie  held 
them  at  bay  until  the  sixteenth,  when  thej  ad- 
vanced on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  made 
an  attack  at  Whitehall  bridge  about  eighteen 
miles  below  Goldsboro,  in  which  they  weredrireii 
back  by  Gen  Bobertson  with  severe  loss. 

Small  rednforoements  arrived  from  Petersbur^h 
and  Wilmington  on  the  fifteenth,  one  regiment  of 
which  was  placed  in  positidn  to  cover  the  railroad 
bridge  over  the  Neuse,  near  this  place.  A  bat- 
talion of  artillery  which  had  made  a  successful  re- 
treat from  the  works  of  the  obstructions  bdor 
Kinston,  after  the  enemy  occupied  the  latter  point 
in  force,  was  stationed  on  this  side  of  the  riTer,  at 
the  railroad  bridge,  and  about  a  half  a  mile  above, 
at  the  county  bridge.  On  the  sixteenth  a  regi- 
ment arrived  fi^m  Wilmington,  and  one  from 
Petersburgh,  both  of  which  were  sent  to  the  river, 
and  under  Gen.  Glingman^s  conunand,  to  protect 
the  two  bridges. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventeenth,  baring  no 
cavalry,  and  being  unable  to  obtain  information 
by  other  means,  I  directed  Lieut -Colonel  Stevens, 
of  the  engineers,  with  two  brigades  and  fire  pieces 
of  artillery,  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  for  the  pu^ 
pose  of  ascertaining  the  position  and  numbers  of 
the  enemy.  General  Evanses  brigade  had  then 
reached  Goldsboro  by  rail,  and  remaining  on 
board,  only  awaiting  the  clearing  of  the  track  and 
watering  of  the  engines,  to  move  by  rail  to  the 
position  already  occupied  by  Gen.  CUngman  with 
his  three  regiments,  about  one  mile  and  a  half  be- 
yond the  railroad  bridge.  The  capacity  of  the 
water-tanks  being  inadequate  for  the  amount  of 
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trtinsportiition  accumulated  here  at  that  timei,  the 
cars  were  delayed  until  after  twelve  o^clock,  for 
want  of  water ;  pending  which,  the  enemy  appear- 
ed in  force  before  General  Glingman's  three  regi- 
ments, and  he  withdrew  across  the  county  bridge 
to  this  side  of  the  river.  The  artillery  of  the  ene- 
my was  playing  upon  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
Evans's  brigade  had  at  last  to  move  forward  by 
the  ooanty  road,  and  cross,  if  at  all,  the  bridge  a 
half-mile  above  the  railroad. 

About  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  one  bold 
and  daring  incendiary  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
bridge,  and,  covered  by  the  wing  wall  of  the  abut- 
ment,  lighted  a  flame,  which  soon  destroyed  the 
superstructure,  leaving  the  masonry  abutments 
and  pier  intact  At  that  time,  reenforcements 
which  I  had  ordered  from  Richmond  were  hourly 
expected: 

It  was  very  important  for  us  now  to  save  the 
coaoty  bridge,  the  only  means  remaining  of  cross- 
ing the  river  in  this  vicinity.  Evans's  and  Gling- 
nuin's  brigades  were  ordered  to  cross,  supported 
by  Pettigrew's  brigade,  and  the  Mississippi  bri- 
gade, just  coming  in,  was  ordered  to  move  for- 
Nnrd  at  once. 

The  enemy  were  driven  bade  from  their  position 
on  the  line  of  the  railroad ;  but  on  account  of  the 
lateness  of  the  hour,  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  fact  that  our  artillery,  cavalry,  and  a  large 
portion  of  the  reinforcements  had  not  yet  arrived, 
it  was  not  advisable  to  attack  their  strong  second 
position  that  evening. 

Daring  the  night  the  enemy  made  a  hurried  re- 
tivat  to  their  fortifications  and  gunboats,  moving 
with  such  celerity  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt 
porsait  with  any  other  arm  than  cavalry,  of  which 
at  that  time,  unfortunately,  we  had  none. 

1  passed  over  the  railroad  firom  the  Neuse  bridge 
to  Wilmington  on  the  twenty-fourth,  and  retumeid 
last  night  The  bridge  is  fast  being  repaired. 
At  present  we  are  subjected  to  the  temporary  in- 
convenience of  transhipment  across  the  county 
bridges,  but  in  a  few  days  this  will  be  remedied, 
and  every  thing  restored  to  the  former  condition. 

I  regret  that  this  grand  army  of  invasion  did 
not  remain  in  ttie  interior  long  enough  for  us  to 
g«t  at  them.  As  it  is,  they  burned  the  super- 
struciore  of  two  bridges,  which  cost  originally  less 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  can  be  replaced  at 
onoe,  and  have  uttefty  failed  to  attempt  to  take 
adtantage  of  the  temporary  and  partial  interrup- 
tion of  our  railroad  line  fbr  the  purpose  of  striking 
a  decisive  blow  at  any  important  point  before  we 
<^M  thoroughly  reestablish  our  communication 
with  it 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reports 
of  Lieut ^ol.  Stevens,  confederate  States  engin- 
c<^rs,  and  to  Lieut -Col.  Poole,  as  well  as  to  those 
of  the  three  brigadier-generals  previously  named. 

Our  loss  is  reported  at  seventy-one  killed  and 
two  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wounded,  and  about 
four  hundred  missing.  Most  of  the  latter  were 
taken  prisoners  at  Kinston  bridge,  and  have  since 
been  returned  paroled. 

I  am,  Genend,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
scrrant,  G.  W.  Smith, 

Bmor-General  Commanding. 


J 

Doa  74. 
GEN.  BUTLER'S  FAREWELL  ADDRESS 

TO  THE  ARMT  OV  THE  GULF. 

HBAUQVAsms  DiPASTinaiT  or  thk  GcLr, ) 
NIW-0RUU9S,  December  15, 1862.     ) 

Genebal  Orders,  No.  103. 

Soldiers  or  the  Abmt  of  the  Gulf  :  Relieved 
from  further  duties  in  this  department  by  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  under  date  of  November 
ninth,  1862, 1  take  leave  of  you  by  this  final  order, 
it  being  impossible  to  visit  your  scattered  outposts 
covering  hundreds  of  miles  of  the  frontier  of  a 
larger  territory  than  some  of  the  kingdoms  of  Eu- 
rope. 

I  greet  you  my  brave  comrades,  and  say  fare- 
well t 

This  word — endeared  as  you  are  by  a  commun- 
ity of  privations,  hardships,  dangers,  victories, 
successes,  military  and  civil — ^is  the  only  sorrow- 
ful thought  I  have. 

You  have  deserved  well  of  your  country.  With- 
out a  murmur  you  sustained  an  encampment  on 
a  sand-bar  so  desolate  that  banishment  to  it  with 
every  care  and  comfort  possible  has  been  the  most 
dreaded  punishment  inflicted  upon  your  bitterest 
and  most  insulting  enemies. 

You  had  so  little  transportation  that  but  a  hand- 
ful could  advance  to  compel  submission  by  the 
queen  city  of  the  rebellion,  whilst  others  waded 
breast-deep  in  the  marshes  which  surround  St 
Philip,  and  forced  the  surrender  of  a  fort  deemed 
impregnable  to  land  attack,  by  the  most  skilful 
engineers  of  your  country  and  her  enemy. 

At  your  occupation  order,  law,  quiet,  and  peace 
sprang  to  this  city,  filled  with  the  bravos  of  all 
nations,  where,  for  a  score  of  years,  during  the 
profoundest  peace,  human  life  was  scarcely  safe 
at  noonday. 

Bv  your  discipline  you  illustrated  the  best  traits 
of  the  American  soldier,  and  enchained  the  ad- 
miration of  those  that  came  to  sco£ 

Landing  with  a  military  chest  containing  but 
seventy-five  dollars,  from  the  hoards  of  a  rebel 
government  you  have  given  to  your  country^s 
treasury  nearly  a  half-million  of  dollars,  and  so 
supplied  yourselves  with  the  needs  of  your  service 
that  your  expedition  has  cost  your  Government 
less  by  four  fifths  than  any  other. 

You  have  fed  the  starving  poor,  the  wives  and 
children  of  your  enemies,  so  converting  enemies 
into  friends  that  they  have  sent  their  representa- 
tives to  TOur  Congress  by  a  vote  greater  than 
your  entire  numbers,  from  districts  in  which, 
when  you  entered,  you  were  tauntingly  told  that 
there  was  *^  no  one  to  raise  your  flag. 

By  your  practical  philanthropy  you  have  won 
the  confidence  of  the  **  oppressed  race  '*  and  the 
slave.  Hailing  you  as  deliverers,  they  are  ready 
to  aid  you  as  willing  servants,  faithful  laborers, 
or  using  the  tactics  taught  them  by  your  enemies, 
to  fight  with  you  in  the  field. 

By  steady  attention  to  the  laws  of  health,  you 
have  staid  the  pestilence,  and,  humble  instru- 
ments in  the  hand  of  God,  you  have  demonstrated 
the  necessity  that  his  creatures  should  obey  his 
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lawR,  and  reaping  his  blessing  in  this  most  un- 
healthy climate  you  have  preserved  your  ranks 
fuller  than  those  of  any  other  battalions  of  the 
same  length  of  service. 

You  have  met  double  numbers  of  the  enemy 
and  defeated  him  in  the  open  field,  but  I  need  not 
further  enlarge  upon  this  topic.  You  were  sent 
here  to  do  that 

I  commend  you  to  your  commander.  You  are 
worthy  of  his  love. 

Farewell,  my  comrades  t  again  farewell  I 

Benj.  F.  Butler, 

Major-Ckneral  Commanding. 

OENBRAL  BUTLER'S  ADDRESS 
TO  THK  PBOPLB  OF  VBW-OBLEANB. 

Citizens  op  New-Orleans:  It  may  not  be  inap- 
propriate, as  it  is  not  inopportune  in  occasion,  that 
there  should  be  addressed  to  you  a  few  words  at 
parting,  by  one  w^hose  name  is  to  be  hereafter  in- 
dissolubly  connected  with  your  city. 

I  shall  speak  in  no  bitterness,  because  I  am  not 
conscious  of  a  single  personal  animosity.  Com- 
manding the  army  of  the  Gulf,  I  found  you  cap- 
tured, but  not  surrendered ;  conquered,  but  not 
orderly ;  relieved  from  the  presence  of  an-  army, 
but  incapable  of  tidying  care  of  yourselves.  So  far 
from  it,  you  had  called  upon  a  foreign  legion  to 
protect  you  from  yourselves.  I  restored  order, 
punished  crime,  opened  commerce,  brought  pro- 
visions to  your  starving  people,  reformed  your  cur- 
rency, and  gave  you  quiet  protection,  such  as  you 
had  not  enjoyed  for  many  years. 

While  doing  this,  my  soldiers  were  subjected  to 
obloquy,  reproach,  and  insult 

And  now,  speaking  to  you,  who  know  the  truth, 
I  here  declare  that  whoever  has  quietly  remained 
about  his  business,  affording  neither  aid  nor  com- 
fort  to  the  enemies  of  the  United  States,  has  never 
been  interfered  with  by  soldiers  of  the  United 
States. 

The  men  who  had  assumed  to  govern  you  and 
to  defend  your  city  in  arms  having  fled,  some  of 
your  women  flouted  at  the  presence  of  those  who 
came  to  protect  them.  By  a  simple  order  (No. 
28)  I  called  upon  every  soldier  of  this  army  to 
treat  the  women  of  New-Orleans  as  gentlemen 
should  deal  with  the  sex,  with  such  effect  that  I 
now  call  upon  the  just-minded  ladies  of  New-Or- 
leans to  say  whether  they  have  ever  enjoyed  so 
complete  protection  and  calm  quiet  for  themselves 
and  their  iamilies  as  since  the  advent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  troops. 

The  enemies  of  my  country,  unrepentant  and 
implacable,  I  have  treated  with  merited  severity. 
I  hold  that  rebellion  is  treason,  and  that  treason 
persisted  in  is  death,  and  any  punishment  short 
of  that  due  a  traitor,  gives  so  much  clear  gain  to 
him  from  the  clemency  of  the  government  Upon 
this  thesis  have  I  administered  the  authority  of 
the  United  States,  because  of  which  I  am  not  un- 
conscious of  complaint  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have 
erred  in  too  much  harshness,  for  that  harshness 
has  ever  been  exhibited  to  disloyal  enemies  of  my 
country  and  not  to  loyal  friends.  To  be  sure  I 
might  have  regaled  you  with  the  amenities  of 


British  civilization,  and  yet  been  within  the  sup* 
posed  rules  of  civilized  warfare.  You  might  haie 
oeen  smoked  to  death  in  caverns,  as  were  the 
Convenanters  of  Scotland,  by  the  command  of  a 
general  of  the  royal  household  of  EnglaiKi;  or 
roasted  like  the  inhabitants  of  Algiers  during  the 
French  campaign ;  your  wives  and  dai^gbters  might 
have  been  given  over  to  the  ravisher,  as  were  the 
unfortunate  dames  of  Spain  in  the  Peninsular 
war ;  or  you  might  have  been  scalped  and  tomi- 
hawked  as  our  mothers  were  at  Wyoming  by  the 
savage  allies  of  Great  Britain  in  our  ownrevolution; 
your  property  could  have  been  turned  over  to  in- 
discriminate **  loot"  like  the  palace  of  the  Emper- 
or of  China ;  works  of  art  which  adorned  your 
building  might  have  been  sent  away,  like  the 
paintings  of  the  Vatican ;  your  sons  mi{^t  have 
been  blown  from  the  mouths  of  cannon,  like  the 
Sepoys  of  Delhi ;  and  yet  all  this  would  have  been 
within  the  rules  of  civilized  warfiire,  as  practised 
by  the  most  polished  and  the  most  hypocritical 
nations  of  Europe.  For  such  acts  the  records  of 
the  doings  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  your  dty 
toward  the  friends  of  the  Union,  before  my  com- 
ing, were  a  different  provocative  and  justification. 

But  I  have  not  so  conducted.  On  tliecontrtrv, 
the  worst  punishment  inflicted,  except  for  criminal 
acts  punishable  by  every  law,  has  been  banish- 
ment with  labor  to  a  buren  island,  where  I  en- 
camped my  own  soldiers  before  marching  hera 

It  is  true  I  have  levied  upon  the  wealSiy  rebel, 
and  paid  out  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars  to 
feed  forty  thousand  of  the  starving  poor  of  all  na- 
tions assembled  here,  made  so  by  this  war. 

I  saw  that  this  rebellion  was  a  war  of  the  aris- 
tocrats against  the  middling  men ;  of  the  rich 
against  the  poor ;  a  war  of  the  landowner  against 
the  laborer ;  that  it  was  a  struggle  for  the  reten- 
tion of  power  in  the  hands  of  the  few  against  the 
many ;  and  I  found  no  oondnsion  to  it  sate  in 
the  subjugation  of  the  fow,  and  the  disenthral- 
ment  of  the  many.  I  therefore  feh  no  hesitation 
in  taking  the  substance  of  the  wealthy,  who  had 
caused  the  war,  to  feed  the  innocent  poor  who 
had  suffered  by  the  war.  And  I  shall  now  leare 
you  with  the  proud  consciousness  that  I  carry 
with  me  the  blessings  of  the  humble  and  loyal 
under  the  roof  of  the  cottage  and  in  tiie  cabin  of 
the  slave,  and  so  am  quite  content  in  inconing 
the  sneers  of  the  salon  or  the  curses  of  the  rich. 

I  found  you  trembling  at  the  teirors  of  serrile 
insurrection.  All  danger  of  this  I  have  prevented 
by  so  treating  the  slave  tiiat  he  had  no  causa  to 
rebel 

I  found  the  dungeon,  the  chun  and  the  lash 
your  only  means  of  enforcing  obedience  in  your 
servants.  I  leave  them  peaceful,  laborious,  con- 
trolled by  the  laws  of  kindness  and  justice. 

I  have  demonstrated  that  the  pestilenoe  can  be 
kept  from  your  borders. 

I  have  added  a  million  of  dollars  to  your  wealth, 
in  the  form  of  new  land  from -the  batture  of  the 
Mississippi. 

I  have  cleansed  and  improved  your  streets,  ca- 
nals and  public  squares,  and  opened  new  avenues 
to  unoccupied  land. 
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r  hare  given  jou  freedom  of  elections,  greater 
than  yoa  have  ever  enjoj-ed. 

I  ha?e  caused  justice  to  be  administered  so  im- 
partiallr,  that  your  own  advocates  have  unani- 
mously complimented  the  judges  of  my  appoint- 
ment 

You  have  seen,  therefore,  the  benefit  of  the  laws 
and  justice  of  the  government  against  which  you 
have  rebelled. 

Why,  then,  will  you  not  all  return  to  your  al- 
legiance to  that  government — not  with  lip-service, 
but  with  the  heart  ? 

I  conjure  you,  if  you  desire  ever  to  see  renewed 
prosperity,  giving  business  to  your  streets  and 
wharves — ^if  you  hope  to  see  your  city  become 
again  the  mart  of  the  Western  world,  fed  by  its 
rivers  for  more  than  three  thousand  miles,  drain- 
ing the  commerce  of  a  country  greater  than  the 
mind  of  man  hath  ever  conceived — ^retum  to  your 
allegiance. 

If  you  desire  to  leave  to  your  children  the  in- 
heritance you  received  of  your  fathers — a  stable 
constitutional  government-— if  you  desire  that 
they  should,  in  the  future,  be  a  portion  of  the 
greatest  empire  the  sun  ever  shone  upon — ^return 
to  your  alliance. 

There  is  but  one  thing  that  stands  in  the  way. 

There  is  but  one  thing  that  at  this  hour  stands 
between  you  and  the  government,  and  that  is 
slavery. 

The  institution,  cursed  of  God,  which  has  taken 
its  last  refuge  here,  in  his  providence  will  be  root- 
ed out  as  the  tares  from  the  wheat,  although  the 
wheat  be  torn  up  with  it 

I  have  given  much  thought  to  this  sulnect 

I  came  among  you,  by  teachings,  by  nabit  of 
mind,  by  political  position,  by  social  affinity,  in- 
clined to  sustain  your  domestic  laws,  if  by  possi- 
bility they  might  be  with  safety  to  the  Union. 

Months  of  experience  and  of  observation  have 
forced  the  conviction  that  the  existence  of  slavery 
is  incompatible  with  the  safety  either  of  your- 
selves or  of  the  Union.  As  the  system  has  gradu- 
ally grown  to  its  present  huge  dimensions,  it  were 
best  if  it  could  be  gradually  removed,  but  it  is 
hetter,  far  better  that  it  should  be  taken  out  at 
once  than  that  it  should  longer  vitiate  the  social, 
political,  and  family  relations  of  your  country. 

I  am  speaking  with  no  philanthropic  views  as 
r^rda  die  slave,  but  simply  of  the  effect  of 
slavery  on  the  master.     See  for  yourselves. 

Look  around  you  and  say  whether  this  sadden- 
ing, deadening  influence  has  not  all  but  destroyed 
the  very  framework  of  vour  society. 

I  &m  speaking  the  mrewell  words  of  one  who 
has  shown  his  devotion  to  his  country,  at  the 
peril  of  his  life  and  fortune,  who  in  these  words 
can  have  neither  hope  nor  interest,  save  the  good 
of  those  whom  he  addresses;  and  let  me  here 
repeat,  with  all  the  solemnity  of  an  appeal  to 
beaven  to  bear  me  witness,  that  such  are  the 
riews  forced  upon  me  by  experience. 

Come,  then,  to  the  unconditional  support  of  the 
government  Take  into  your  own  hands  your 
own  institutions ;  re-model  them  according  to  the 
u^ws  of  nations  and  of  Qod ;  and  thus  attain  that 


great  prosperity,  assured  to  you  by  geographical 
position,  only  a  portion  of  which  was  heretofore 
yours.  Bgnj.  F.  Butler. 


Doc  75. 
PROCLAMATION  BY  GENERAL  BANKS. 

HSAOQUAKTSU,  DlPAITMSXT  OF  TBB  QCLF,  ) 

Nsw-Orliaxb,  December  16,  18€2.     ) 

In  obedience  to  orders  from  the  President,  I 
have  assumed  command  of  the  Department  of  the 
Gulf^  to  which  is  added,  by  his  special  order,  the 
State  of  Texaa 

The  duty  with  which  I  am  charged  requires 
me  to  assist  in  the  restoration  of  the  Qovernmcnt 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  my  desire  to  secure 
to  the  people  of  every  class  all  the  privileges  of 
possession  and  enjoyment  which  are  consistent 
with  public  safety,  or  which  it  is  possible  for  a 
beneficent  and  Just  government  to  confer. 

In  the  execution  of  the  high  trust  with  which 
I  am  chaxiged,  I  rely  upon  the  cooperation  and 
counsel  of  all  loyal  and  well-disposed  people,  and 
upon  the  manifest  interest  of  those  dependent 
upon  the  pursuits  of  peace,  as  well  as  upon  the 
support  of  naval  and  land  forces. 

My  instructions  require  me  to  treat  as  enemies 
those  who  are  enemies,  but  I  shall  gladly  re^rd 
as  friends  those  who  are  fnends.  No  restrictions 
will  be  placed  upon  the  freedom  of  individuals 
which  are  not  imperatively  demanded  by  con- 
siderations of  public  safety;  but,  while  their 
claims  will  be  liberally  considered,  it  is  due  also 
to  them  to  state,  that  all  the  rights  of  the  Govern- 
ment will  be  unflinchingly  maintained. 

Respectful  consideration  and  prompt  repara- 
tion will  be  accorded  to  all  persons  who  are 
wronged  in  body  or  estate  by  those  under  my 
command. 

The  Government  does  not  profit  by  the  pro- 
longation of  civil  contest,  or  the  private  or  public 
sufterings  which  attend  it  Its  fruits  are  not 
equally  distributed.  In  the  disloyal  States  deso- 
lation has  empire  on  the  sea  and  ifa  the  land.  In 
the  North,  the  war  is  an  abiding  sorrow,  but  not 
yet  a  calamity.  Its  cities  and  towns  are  increas* 
ing  in  population,  wealth  and  power.  The  refugees 
from  the  South  alone  compensate,  in  great  part, 
for  the  terrible  decimations  of  battle. 

The  people  of  this  department,  who  are  dis- 
posed to  stake  their  fortunes  and  their  lives  upon 
resistance  to  tiie  Government,  may  wisely  reflect 
upon  the  immutable  conditions  which  surround 
them.  The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  is  the  chosen 
seat  of  population,  product^  and  power,  on  this 
continent  In  a  few  years  twenty-five  million 
people,  unsurpassed  in  material  resources  and  ca- 
pacity for  war,  will  swarm  upon  its  fertile  rivers. 
Those  who  assume  to  set  conditions  upon  their 
exodus  to  the  Gulf^  count  upon  a  power  not  given 
to  n»n.  The  country  washed  by  the  waters  of 
the  Ohio,  the  Missouri,  and  the  Mississippi,  can 
never  be  permanently  severed.  If  one  generation 
basely  barters  away  its  rights,  immortal  honors 
will  rest  upon  another  that  reclaims  them. 
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Let  it  never  be  said  either,  that  the  East  and 
the  West  may  be  separated.  Thirty  days'  dis- 
tance from  the  markets  of  Europe  may  satisfy 
the  wants  of  Louisiana  and  Arkansas,  but  it  will 
not  answer  the  demands  of  Illinois  and  Ohio. 
The  valley  of  the  Mississippi  will  have  its  deltas 
upon  the  Atlantic.  The  phvsical  force -of  the 
West  will  debouch  upon  its  snores  with  a  power 
as  resistless  as  the  torrents  of  its  giant  rivers. 
This  country  cannot  be  permanently  divided — 
ceaseless  wars  may  drain  its  blood  and  treasure ; 
domestic  tyrants  or  foreign  foes  may  gntsp  the 
sceptre  of  its  power,  but  its  destiny  will  remain 
unchanged — it  will  still  be  united.  God  has  or- 
dained it  What  avails,  then,  the  destruction  of 
the  best  Government  ever  devised  by  man — the 
self-adjusting,  self-correcting  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  ? 

People  of  the  South-west  I  Why  not  accept  the 
conditions  imposed  by  the  imperious  necessities 
of  geographical  configuration  and  commercial  su- 
premacy, and  reestablish  your  ancient  prosperity 
and  renown  ?  Why  not  become  the  founders  of 
States  which,  as  the  entrepot  and  depot  of  your 
own  central  and  upper  valleys,  may  stand,  in  the 
affluence  of  their  resources,  without  a  superior, 
and  in  the  privileges  of  the  people,  without  a  peer 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ? 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Ifajor-Qeneral  OommMMUng. 


Doc.  T6. 
OPERATIONS  OF  WOLFORD'S  CAVALRY. 

NiSHTtLLB,  Tnnr.,  Dec.  IS,  ISdS. 
After  the  Bearwallow  fight,  in  which  about 
three  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  regiment  routed  a 
regiment  of  infantry  and  a  battalion  <^  cavalry, 
we  marched  to  Glaisgow  to  drive  back  any  force 
coming  fi-om  that  du-ection.  We  returned  and 
were  sent  forward  upon  the  Glasgow  and  Bards* 
town  road,  and  might  have  made  some  briUiant 
dashes  upon  the  rear  of  Bragg's  army,  if  we  had 
not  been  undAr  the  direct  orders  of  the  Com- 
manding General,  who  had  grander  plans  in  view 
than  the  capture  of  the  mere  outposts  and  rear- 
guards of  the  enemy.  The  cavalry  are  often 
blamed  by  the  ignorant  for  not  doing  what  ihej 
are  ordered  not  to  attempt  lest  it  should  disar- 
range some  higher  plan ;  and  indeed  it  has  be- 
come common  for  a  certain  set  of  men  to  curse 
the  cavalry  for  inefficiency  as  if  they  had  the  firee 
control  of  their  own  actions,  when  the  fact  is, 
they  are  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  de- 
partment commander,  and  have  even  less  liberty 
than  the  infantry.  Whatever  the  cavalry  was  in 
the  early  part  of  the  war  in  our  late  campaigns, 
both  here  and  in  Virginia,  they  have  shown  quite 
as*  great  efficiency  as  the  infantry.  As  an  in- 
stance of  this.  Col.  Kennett,  with  some  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  cavalry  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, parts  of  the  First  and  Second  brigades, 
held  Hartsville  for  two  weeks  in  the  very  fece  of 
both  Morgan's  and  Forrest's  cavalry  and  a  body 
of  infantry  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery.    He  kept 


U8  on  the  continual  alert,  and  a  large  sooat  went 
out  every  day,  driving  in  their  pickets  and  sidr- 
mishing  with  them.  Our  place  was  Uken  by  three 
regiments  of  infimtry  with  two  pieces  of  cannon 
uid  a  few  cavalry,  and  the  result  was  the  capture 
of  all  in  less  than  ten  days*  time  by  the  sime 
forces  opposed  to  us. 

The  First  brigade,  commanded  by  the  brave 
Colonel  £.  M.  McCook,  of  the  Second  hidiana, 
were,  after  frequent  successful  skirmishes  with 
Bragg's  rearward,  detailed  to  guard  tlie  im- 
mense wagon-train  of  Buell's  army  through  from 
the  Green  River  to  LouisviUa  Buell  in  this^  as 
in  other  parts  of  his  Kentucky  campaign,  showed 
great  strategy,  and  made  a  complete  success.  He 
knew  that  &e  enemy  would  watch  for  this  train, 
fifteen  miles  long,  and  capture  or  destroy  it  if 
possible.  Instead,  therefore,  of  bringing  it  for* 
ward  upon  the  road  on  which  the  amy  came,  ho 
sent  it  twelve  miles  further  west ;  and  had  Mc- 
Cook's  brigade  of  cavalry  to  scout  ihe  rrad  con- 
tinually from  Elizabethtown  to  Munfordville,  cov- 
ering the  vast  train,  as  it  passed  safely  throogh 
Litchfield  on  to  Louisville,  without  ever  being 
even  s^n  by  the  enemy.  While  scouting  here 
on  the  road,  and  skirmishing  with  the  oiemy  over 
toward  Bardstown,  covering  the  train  a^  rear  of 
Buell's  army,  and  keeping  the  enemy  in  continual 
alarm,  this  brigade  effected  one  of  the  most  bril- 
liant affairs  of  the  campaign. 

We  received  information  that  a  cavalry  regi- 
ment was  encamped  at  New-Haven,  watching  om 
movement&  Colonel  Kennett,  the  ever  vi(^t 
cavalry  division  commander,  determined  if  possi- 
ble to  surprise  and  capture  the  force.  Coknd 
McCook,  always  ready  for  any  daring  movem^t, 
was  also  anxious  for  the  adventure,  and  Colonel 
Wolford,  though  almost  past  ridiiog  firom  his 
wound,  was  read^  and  eager  for  the  evocation  of 
any  plan  they  might  adopt  It  was  finally  a^ 
ranged  that  seven  hundred  men,  under  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Stewart,  should  undertake  the  affior. 
Two  hundred  and  fifty  of  Wolford's  regiment 
took  the  advance  under  that  daring  officer,  Ca]>t 
Adams,  and  the  others  were  to  support  him--two 
hundred  and  fifty  from  the  Second  Indiana,  and 
two  hundred  of  the  Third  Kentucky.  Obtain 
Jenkins,  since  killed  in  the  battle  of  Chaplin 
Hills,  Lieuts.  Coppage,  Vandike,  Paukey.  Dick 
Beattie,  and  Sergeants  Humphrey  and  Kimbrel, 
led  the  detachments  firom  their  several  companies. 
Lieut-Colonel  Stewart  planned  the  attack  and 
Captain  Adams  executed  it  As  the  enemy  was 
known  to  be  on  the  alert  and  using  the  utmost 
vigilance  to  prevent  a  surprise,  the  most  difficult 
part  of  the  affair  was  the  capture  of  the  pickets 
so  as  not  to  give  the  alarm.  Lieut  Copptge  and 
Sergeant  Humphrey,  with  twelve  men,  were  sent 
forward  by  Captain  Adams  to  attempt  this  part, 
and  most  adroitly  and  gallantly  did  they  execute 
it  Sergeant  Humphrey  and  one  other  went  be- 
fore  some  fifty  yaxds  with  instructions  that  if 
there  were  only  two  men  on  picket  to  dash  up  to 
them  and,  presenting  arms,  demand  an  immediato 
and  silent  surrender ;  but  in  case  there  were  seve- 
ral on  picket,  they  were  to  make  signal  to  those 


DOGUMSNTS. 


273 


bdiind,  who  were  to  dash  forward  at  full  speed 
and  OTcrpower  them  or  gi?e  chase  and  the  whole 
column  would  charge  after  them.     The  adyance 
two  came  upon  the  first  picket  of  two  men,  and 
bv  a  rapid  dash  captured  them  without  firing  a 
gun  or  giying  any  other  alarm.      The  second 
picket  was  taken  in  the  same  way  with  like  suc- 
cess, and  they  now  learned  that  tiiere  was  a  third 
pidcet  of  some  fifteen,  near  the  bridge  over  the 
Rolling  Fork.    The  first  twelve  were  now  sent 
forwaid,  and  a  company  detailed  to  advance  closely 
behind,  to  sustain  them.    By  another  brilliant 
dash  these  fifteen  were  also  captured,  and  no  gun 
fired  to  alarm  the  camp,  now  about  a  mile  dis- 
tant   The  rest  of  Captain  Adams's  command 
was  now  brought  up,  and  forming  by  fours,  he 
gave  the  command  for  a  charge  over  the  bridge, 
through  the  town  of  New-Haven,  up  into  Uie 
camp  of  the  enemy  in  the  woods  beyond  the  town. 
The  sun  had  just  risen  as  they  charged  through 
the  brid^  wiih  a  roaring  sound  like  thunder  for 
some  mmutes,  and  then  under  the  heavy  cloud 
of  dost^  their  swords,  guns,  and  pistols  gleaming 
like  lightning  beneath  it,  they  dashed  through 
the  town,  and  then  opened  their  unearthly  shout 
of ''The  wolf!   the  wolf  I  huzza  1   huzza  r  and 
charged  around  the  camp  of  their  terrified  foes. 
The  head  of  the  column,  now  half  around  their 
camp,  the  enemy  began  to  rush  for  their  arms, 
whenCapt.  Adams  shouted :  **  Halt  I  and  present 
arms  !^'    All  with  the  precision  and  coolness  of 
reteims  in  a  moment  levelled  their  guns  upon 
the  now  panic-stricken,  confused  enemy ;  and  the 
Captain  at  the  top  of  his  voice  called  out :  **  I  de- 
mud  your  immediate,  unconditional  surrender." 
'*  To  whom  must  I  surrender,"  called  out  Colonel 
Crawford  in  command  of  the  Third  Georgia  cav- 
atrf,  as  he  now  stepped  forward.     *^  To  Captain 
Adams,  conunanding  the  First  Kentucky  caval- 
17,"  replied  the  Captaia     ^*  Give  me  a  few  mo- 
ments to  consult  my  officers,  wiU  you  ?"  said  the 
Colonel    "  I  have  no  time  to  fool  away,"  replied 
the  Captain.     *^  Two  minutes  and  a  hal4  sir,  and 
I  will  order  my  men  to  work  upon  you."     "  If  I 
hare  only  that  time.  Captain,"  said  the  Colonel, ''  I 
will  sorrender  at  once,  expecting  good  treatment 
from  so  gallant  an  officer  and  i^ch  brave  men  as 
you  have  the  honor  to  command."    The  camp 
was  accordingly  surrendered,  and  the  whole  force, 
consbting  of  nearly  all  the  Third  Geoigia  cavalry, 
ft  few  of  the  First  kentucky  rebel  cavalry,  and  a 
f^w  Texas  Rangers,  in  all  some  three  hundred 
men,  without  tlie  fire  of  a  gun.     Before  the  other 
gallant  fellows  could  come  up,  the  whole  affair 
was  over  and  they  only  had  the  pleasure  of  feel- 
ing that  ^ey  had  also  gallantly  done  their  part^ 
in  coming  up  to  the  support  of  the  more  fortunate 
adrance,  to  whom  the  main  credit  of  the  exploit 
^  been  awarded.   As  the  advance  dashed  around 
the  camp  a  group  stood  near  them  looking  on  in 
wonder.    aS  they  halted,  one  exclaimed ;  "You 
jre  not  Yankees,  are  you  f"    "  No,"  answered 
^eant  Humpluey.     He  turned  to  his  fellows 
ftQd,  clapping  his  hands,  exclaimed :  "  Didn't  I  tell 
you  they  were  not  Yankees  ?    Didn't  I  tell  you 
80  ?  Who  are  you  r  he  called  out  again.     **  Wol- 
YoL.  YI.— Doc.  18 


ford's  cavalry,"  replied  the  Sergeant  Then  rais- 
ing his  hands  in  utter  despair,  the  poor  Georgian 
exclaimed :  "  Good  heavens !  then  we  are  gone." 
They  were  marched  over  to  Elizabethtown,  and 
firom  thence  sent  on  to  Louisville,  and  I  suppose 
have  long  since  been  exchanged.  We  can  but 
wish  them  health  and  prosperity,  as  they  were  a 
fine- looking  set  of  men,  and  we  wish  them  a  like 
good  future  should  we  meet  them  again  on  the 
battle-field.  "  The  Wolf  of  Kentucky  "  treats  his 
prisoners  well,  and  we  wish  to  capture  and  kindly 
send  home  a  few  thousand  more  as  we  did  about 
one  thousand  two  hundred  in  our  late  Kentucky 
campaign.  Kibkwood. 

Doc.  n. 

EXPEDITION  OF    COLONEL   DICKEY 

TO  THB  MOBILE  AND   OHIO  BAILBOAD. 

HBADQVARnBS  CaTAUT  DlTIBIOlT,  U.  8.  FCHICES,  ) 
ThuTKXKTH  ABJCT  COSPB,  is  TBI  FlBLD,  V 

Nkar  OxroRO,  M188.,  December  20, 1862.  ) 

Lieut 'Colonel  John  A.  Eatolint,  A,  A.  General:     % 

Colonel  :  I  beg  leave  to  report  to  Major-Gen. 
U.  S.  Grant,  commanding  the  department,  that 
his  order  commanding  me  to  take  a  part  of  my 
division  of  cavalry  and  strike  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  as  far  south  as  practicable,  and 
destroy  it  as  much  as  possible,  was  received  about 
eleven  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  thirteenth  in- 
stant, a  few  miles  east  of  Walter  Valley. 

CoL  Hatch,  commanding  the  Second  brigade, 
was  ordered  to  report  to  me  at  half-past  eight 
A.M.,  of  the  fourteenth,  with  eight  hundred  pick- 
ed men  firom  his  command,  properlv  officered, 
well  mounted,  well  armed,  and  with  fifty  rounds 
of  ammunition,  with  rations  of  hard  bread  and 
salt,  and  ready  for  six  days*  scout,  with  no  more 
wagons  than  necessary  to  haul  the  rations.  Ma- 
jor Ricker,  with  a  battalion  of  the  Fifth  Ohio 
cavalry,  was  sent  to  the  south  from  Paris  to 
make  a  demonstration  toward  Grenada,  and  the 
residue  of  the  Second  brigade  was  sent  with  the 
train  to  the  rear,  to  camp  upon  the  Yockna  River. 
Colonel  Mizener  was  ordered  to  take  command  of 
the  First  and  Third  brigades,  to  guard  the  cross- 
ings of  the  Osuckalofa  River,  and  to  make  a  strong 
cavalry  reconnoissance  toward  Grenada  on  the 
Cofieeville  route,  reporting  directly  to  Major-Gen- 
eral U.  S.  Grant 

At  nine  a.m^  on  Sunday,  the  fourteenth,  with  a 
small  escort  firom  company  F,  Fourth  Illinois  cav- 
alry, under  Lieut.  Carter,  and  Colonel  Hatch's 
detachment  of  eight  hundred  men  fix)m  the  Sec- 
ond Iowa  cavalry,  and  the  Seventh  Illinois  cav- 
alry, I  took  the  road  for  Okolona,  and  reached 
Pontotoc,  forty-five  miles  march,  at  half-past  nine 
on  Monday  morning.  On  the  way  we  fell  in  with 
small  scouting-parties  of  the  enemy  and  captured 
several  prisoners,  by  some  of  whom  wo  were  in- 
formed Uiat  a  body  of  rebel  infantry  from  Bragg*8 
army  were  encamped  five  miles  east  of  Pontotoc, 
on  the  road  to  Tupelo,  and  another  near  Tupelo ; 
and  by  others  just  returned  from  Columbus,  that 
there  was  a  strong  rebel  force  at  Okolona.     A 
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small  party  dashed  off  on  the  Tupelo  road  five 
or  six  miles,  but  found  no  enemy. 

At  Pontotoc,  the  gentle  rain  through  which 
we  had  marched,  changed  to  a  violent  storm,  and 
the  roads  were  heayy.  All  our  ambulance  and 
prisoners  were  sent  back  from  Pontotoc,  with 
two  wagon-loads  of  leather,  and  the  Government 
surveys  and  township  maps  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, (found  at  Pontotoc,)  under  an  escort  of 
one  hundred  men. 

Major  Coon,  of  the  Second  Iowa  cavalry,  with 
about  one  hundred  men,  was  sent  rapidly  for- 
ward to  strike  the  railroad  at  Coonawa  station, 
north  of  Colona,  with  orders  to  destroy  the  tele- 
graph line  and  railroad,  and  especially  the  rail- 
road bridge  north  of  Okolona. 

At  one  P.M.  on  Monday,  with  the. rest  of  my 
command,  I  took  the  road  for  Tupelo,  through  a 
terrific  rain-storm,  and,  moving  steadily  forward, 
night  came  upon  us  about  six  miles  from  Tupelo. 
The  approach  was  on  a  zig-zag  road,  with  vexing 
intersecting  roads,  through  low,  muddy  ground, 
much  of  it  heavily  timbered,  and  intersected  by 
)  small  sluggish  streams,  passable  only  on  small, 
frail  bridges  in  bad  condition.  A  little  after 
dark  the  light  of  a  considerable  fire  was  observed 
gome  miles  distant  to  the  south,  and  a  less  bright 
but  broader  light  could  be  seen  some  miles  to 
the  north.  An  officer  sent  to  a  dwelling  not  far 
from  our  road  was  told  by  the  occupants  that 
these  fires  were  rebel  camp-fires. 

Pushing  cautiously  forward,  at  within  two  miles 
of  Tupelo,  we  learned  fix>m  the  occupant  of  a 
house  near  bv,  (who  mistook  us  for  rebel  cavalry,) 
that  Federal  troops  from  Corinth  had  that  day 
been  at  Saltillo,  eight  miles  north  of  Tupelo, 
and  that  the  rebels  had  fled  south,  abandoning 
Tupelo. 

Fearing  that  Major  Coon  might  encounter  too 
strong  a  foe.  Lieut -Col.  Prince,  Seventh  Illinois 
cavalry,  with  about  a  hundred  men,  was  sent 
promptly  into  Tupelo,  and  the  rest  of  the  force 
was  moved  back  seven  miles  to  a  point  where  the 
Aberdeen  road  broke  off  to  the  south-east,  and 
on  which  it  was  ascertained  that  Major  Coon  had 
advanced,  with  a  view  of  affording  him  support  if 
needed.  It  was  found  that  Major  Coon  had  dash- 
ed into  Coonawa  in  the  afternoon,  stampeded  a 
small  party  of  rebel  cavalry,  took  a  few  prisoners, 
and  made  a  strenuous  but  unsuccessful  effort  to 
capture  a  railroad  train  passing  that  station  south. 
The  train  was  fired  upon  by  his  advance  on  the 
full  gallop,  and  one  trooper,  leaping  from  his 
horse,  pistol  in  hand,  mounted  the  side  of  the 
tender  under  way,  but  was  compelled  as  prompt- 
ly to  jump  off  to  avoid  a  leaning-post  standing 
close  to  the  track  and  just  ahead  of  him.  The 
d6p6t,  containing  commissary  stores  and  com, 
was  burned,  and  small  bridges  and  trestle-work 
on  the  road  near  Coonawa  were  destroyed.  Lieu- 
tenant-CoL  Prince  returned  about  three  o'clock 
▲.M.,  Tuesday,  to  our  camp,  having  found  no 
«nemy  in  Tupelo,  and  having  destroyed  some 
trestle-work  north  of  the  town.  The  supposed 
rebel  camp-fires,  seen  the  night  before,  proved  to 
Ik  tke  light  of  the  depot  burning  at  Coonawa  and 


the  camp-fires  of  Union  troops  from  Corinth, 
near  Saltillo,  who  left  next  morning  before  we 
reached  their  camp. 

Tuesday  and  Wednesday  were  spent  in  hard 
labor,  by  which  all  the  trestle-work  and  bridges 
from  Saltillo  to  Okolona,  a  distance  of  thirty-four 
miles,  and  a  lai^  bridge  south  of  Okolona,  across 
a  branch  of  the  Tombigbee  River,  were  thorough- 
ly destroyed,  as  well  as  large  quantities  of  tim- 
ber lying  along  the  railroad  side  for  repairing  pur- 
poses. The  enemy  was  seen  in  Verona  and  Oko- 
lona, but  i9ed — ^returning  however,  in  some  force 
to  Okolona  as  our  troopers  were  leaving  that 
place  on  Wednesday  afternoon. 

Lieut -CoL  Prince,  with  a  party  at  Verona,  oq 
Tuesday,  captured  eighteen  large  boxes  of  infknt- 
ry  equipments,  complete,  some  of  them  marked, 
*'  CoL  S.  D.  Roddy ;"  several  boxes  of  canteens ; 
a  quantity,  of  confederate  army  clothing;  oTcr 
one  hundred  new  wall-tents,  with  flies,  eta,  com- 
plete ;  some  commissary  stores,  (embracing  scr- 
eral  barrels  of  sugar,)  small  arms,  and  ammuiu- 
tion.  Eight  wagons,  pressed  for  the  purpose, 
were  loaded  and  brought  away,  and  the  rest  of 
the  spoils  destroyed  at  the  spot  On  our  march, 
returning,  a  bridge  gave  way  in  the  night,  and  the 
loads  were  bum^  and  the  wagons  abandoned. 

Wednesday  night,  December  seventeenth,  oar 
whole  party  camped  at  Harrisbuigfa,  a  deserted 
town,  about  two  miles  north-west  of  Tupelo. 

Thursday  morning,  the  eighteenth,  before  daj, 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march  on  our  return,  and 
halted  the  forenoon  to  feed,  about  nine  miles  east 
of  Pontotoc. 

At  about  noon,  at  a  point  about  six  miles  east 
of  Pontotoc,  riding  in  advance  with  my  escort,  I 
learned  that  a  large  rebel  cavalry  force,  said  to  he 
six  thousand  or  seven  thousand,  were  in  Pontotoa 
Thinking  that  this  force  was  sent  to  cut  off  my 
small  command,  I  looked  for  them  to  advance  on 
the  road  eastward  toward  Tupela  Closing  up  mr 
column,  it  was  quickly  thrown  off  the  road  to  the 
north,  and  moved  by  neighboring  roads  to  the 
north-west,  with  a  view  of  passing  some  four  miles 
north  of  Pontotoc  Approaching  tlie  road  from 
Pontotoc  to  Tuscumbia,  (which  leads  east  of  north 
from  Pontotoc,)  Ire  fell  in  with  rebel  flankers  or 
stragglers,  about  three  miles  from  Pontotoc,  cap- 
tured three  and  wounded  one,  while  others  es- 
caped. 

It  was  here  ascertained  that  the  rebd  odlnmn 
was  moving  out  firom  Pontotoc  on  the  Ripley  road, 
directly  to  the  north,  and  pasdng  across  our  front 
about  a  mile  distant ;  that  the  head  of  thdr  ool- 
umn  was  feeding  on  that  road,  about  a  mile  and  a 
half  distant  to  the  north-west,  the  sm<^e  of  their 
camp-fires  beinff  plaiidy  in  sight,  and  that  about 
four  himdred  of  their  force  were  still  in  Pontotoc. 
My  horses  were  so  worn  down  from  hard  and  long 
marching,  that  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  en- 
counter an  enemy  so  superior  in  numbers,  and 
mounted  on  fresh  horses.  My  object  was  to  avoid 
him  if  possible ;  if  not,  to  fight  at  his  rear.  Throw- 
ing out  a  small  guard  at  a  strong  position  to  guard 
our  right  flank,  the  column  was  promptly  luored 
toward  Pontotoc,  on  the  Tuscumbia  road,  captm^- 
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tog  sevenl  stragglers  firom  the  rebel  force  by  the 
w&YsideL  Pftssing  down  this  road,  the  rebel  col- 
umn was,  for  the  space  of  a  mile,  in  full  view, 
moTing  north  on  the  Ripley  road,  and  about  three 
foorths  of  a  mOe  to  the  west  of  us.  Arriving  at 
Pontotoc,  it  was  found  that  the  rear  of  the  enemy 
had  left  town,  but  could  still  be  seen  in  the  dis- 
tance moving  north. 

Gooriers  were  here  detailed,  and  a  despatch  put 
into  their  hands  to  advise  the  general  command- 
ing that  this  force  was  moving  north,  and  an  es- 
cort ordered  to  conduct  the  couriers  eight  miles 
on  the  Oxford  road.  My  command  left  Pontotoc 
at  onoe,  about  sundown,  on  the  Rocky  Ford  road, 
bearing  a  little  west  of  north,  and  running  near 
the  Ripley  road,  making  a  demonstration  of  attack 
on  the  enemy's  left  flank.  Following  this  road 
about  three  miles,  when  daylight  was  disappear- 
ing, we  turned  south-west  and  passed  on  by-ways 
through  the  country  across  to  the  road  from  Pon- 
totoc to  Oxford,  and,  following  this  a  few  miles, 
we  turned  again  south,  and  crossed  the  Yockna, 
en  a  bridge,  where  we  camped  for  the  night  I 
here  found,  to  my  surprise,  that  the  escort  and 
oonriers,  by  a  fatal  misapprehension  of  my  orders, 
had  not  left  the  column.  Other  couriers  were  at 
once  sent  forward  for  Oxford,  but  lost  their  way 
in  the  Todcna  bottom,  and,  travelling  all  night, 
found  themselves  farther  from  Oxford  than  when 
they  left  camp,  and  did  not  arrive  until  this  morn- 
ing 

Early  yesterday  morning,  the  nineteenth,  we 
took  up  Uie  line  of  march,  and  Colonel  Hatch  was 
sent  with  the  command  to  the  cavalry  camp  on 
the  Todaia  River,  and  with  my  escort,  after  a  long 
day's  march,  I  reached  Oxford  at  half-past  five 
px.  last  evening,  and  reported  to  you  the  fact  th^t 
on  the  evening  of  the  eighteenth  a  large  rebel  cav- 
ahy  force  passed  from  Pontotoc  north  on  the  Rip- 
^y  road,  and  notice  was  at  once  telegraphed  to 
every  point  on  the  railroad  north  of  this. 

The  expedition  to  Okolona  has  been  most  la- 
borious, and  the  men  and  horses  are  completely 
▼om  down,  and  wholly  unfit /or  service  for  a  few 
^ys.  Men  and  horses  were  subsisted  upon  the 
country  through  which  we  passed.  The  day*s 
inarch  usually  began  before  day  and  closed  after 
night,  baiting  to  feed  but  once  a  day,  usually  from 
ten  A.X.  to  one  p.m.  The  men  hved  chiefiy  on 
fresh  meat,  sweet  potatoes,  and  com  bread  roasted 
in  com  husks,  and  often  without  salt.  Men  and 
officers,  however,  were  cheerful  and  prompt  in 
every  duty. 

In  six  days  we  marched  about  two  hundred 
i&iles,  worked  two  days  at  the  railroad,  captured 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  destroyed 
thhtyfoor  miles  of  important  railroad  and  a  large 
amount  of  public  stores  of  the  enemy,  and  return- 
ed passing  round  an  enemy  of  nine  to  our  one, 
and  reached  camp  without  having  a  man  killed, 
wounded,  or  captured. 

CoL  Hatch,  of  the  Second  Iowa,  commanding 
ue  Second  brigade,  Lieut.  Cregs,  Acting  Assist- 
ant Adjutant-General  of  my  division,  and  Lieut 
Dayis,  my  Division  Quartermaster,  deserve  special 
notice  for  their  mitiriiig  and  effecdve  aid  in  accom- 


plishing  the  results  attained.  Mr.  Toffing,  Topo- 
graphical Engineer,  accompanied  the  expedition, 
and  collected  matters  for  a  very  correct  map  of 
the  roads  over  which  we  passed. 

T.  Ltlb  Dickbv, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Cayalry,  Commanding  Diviiion. 


Doc.  78. 


INSPECTION   OF   ARMY   HORSES. 

REPORT   OF   MR.   JOHN   &    RARET. 

WiBBiiiOTOH,  D.  C,  December  19, 1868. 

General:  Pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  visited 
the  army  of  the  Potomac,  on  the  twelfth  instant, 
to  inspect  the  horses  and  mules  in  the  cavalry, 
artillery  and  t.eams  of  the  army. 

The  movement  of  troops  on  that  day,  and  the 
engagement  at  Fredericksburgh  that  followed 
during  the  six  days  that  I  remained  with  the 
army,  gave  me  but  little  opportunity  to  see  the 
management  of  the  horse  department  in  detail, 
though  I  had  the  opportunity  to  see  them  on 
duty. 

Having  gone  there  very  unfavorably  impressed 
with  accounts  drawn  from  the  dark  side  of  the 
picture  by  those  taking  the  rejected  and  disabled 
horses  of  the  army  as  their  stand-point,  I  found 
these  animals  in  better  condition  than  I  had  ex- 
pected. The  mule  teams,  with  some  exceptions, 
were  in  good  condition,  and  I  doubt  if  ever  an 
army  under  similar  circumstances  was  better  pro- 
vided for  in  this  respect 

The  cavalry  horses  suffer  most,  and  many  of 
them  were  scarcely  fit  for  service.  The  duties 
that  they  have  to  perform — excursions  that  some- 
times require  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-six  hours 
without  food  or  rest — the  heavy  weight  thev 
have  to  carry,  and  the  unskilful  manner  in  which 
they  are  ridden,  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  be 
otherwise,  except  they  were  treated  with  the 
greatest  care.  The  artillery  horses  suffer  much, 
but  are  a  grade  better  than  the  cavalry. 

The  greatest  abuse  and  destrucdon  of  the 
horses  in  the  army  is,  I  believe,  in  the  want  of 
skill,  judgment,  and  care  of  the  individual  man 
to  his  individual  horse.  A  more  diligent  looking 
after  of  this  detail  by  the  officers  in  charge  would 
be  highly  beneficial;  the  good  effect  of  which 
has  been  seen,  in  some  instances,  where  diligence 
has  been  exercised  with  judgment  by  officers  at- 
tending to  this  important  but  much  neglected 
duty. 

The  manner  in  which  food  is  given,  where  only 
a  sufficiency  is  allowed,  is  highly  important,  as 
much  is  wasted  and  trampled  under  foot 

I  believe  that  for  cavalry  service  on  a  winter 
campaign,  a  saddle-blanket  to  cover  the  back  and 
loins  of  the  horse,  to  be  left  on  when  the  saddle 
is  removed,  would  be  of  great  service.  The 
Arabs,  who  live  more  with  the  horse  than  any 
other  people,  and  who  are  older  in  horsemanship 
than  any  other  nation  in  the  world,  never  remove 
the  saddle  from  the  horse's  back  when  on  a  long 
journey.  Their  saddles  have  always  blankets 
attached  that  cover  the  back  and  loi.is  of  the 
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horse.  They  argiie  that  the  vital  part,  when 
heated  by  riding,  should  never  be  made  to  feel 
the  effects  of  colcL 

As  one  who  loves  the  horse,  who  appreciates 
his  intelligence  and  keen  sensibilities,  and  can 
anticipate  his  wants,  I  do  most  deeply  deplore 
the  dejection  of  spirit,  suffering  and  loss  of  life 
consequent  upon  the  exigencies  of  war ;  but  while 
war  rages  this  law  must  continue. 

In  an  army  of  fifty  thousand  horses,  subjected 
to  the  service  and  exposure  of  the  army,  there 
must  necessarily  be  a  large  percentage  of  dis- 
abled and  diseased  horses  constantly  accumulat- 
ing. It  is  ever  so  with  the  soldiers  of  the  army, 
who  are  gifted  with  intelligence  and  reason,  and 
whose  first  law  of  nature  is  self-preservation, 
and  for  the  comfort  and  welfare  of  whom  the 
greatest  energies  of  the  people  and  the  officers  of 
the  army  are  exerted. 

How  can  it  be  otherwise  with  the  horse  ?    He 
is  not  invincible    to    exposure,   which  he  can 
scarcely  bear  as  well  as  man,  and  with  whom  he 
'  must  suffer  alike,  if  not  more,  in  time  of  war. 

I  am  happy  to  see  the  extensive  hospitals  late- 
ly erected  in  this  city  to  restore  disabled  horses. 
I  believe  they  are  conducted  on  the  best  and 
most  economical  principle,  and  will,  I  have  no 
doubt,  be  the  means  of  restoring  thousands  of 
horses  to  the  army,  that  will  be  better  on  their 
second  service  than  they  were  on  their  first 

Hoping  that  the  Government  will,  as  an  act  of 
humanity,  as  well  as  economy,  use  every  effort 
in  its  power  for  the  protection  of  this  noble  ani- 
mal, I  remain,  General,  very  truly,  your  obedi- 
ent servant,  John  S.  Rabey. 
To  Major-General  Halleck, 

Comnuuider-in-Chlef  United  Statei  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 


Doc.  79. 


SURRENDER  OF  HOLLY  SPRINGS,  MISS. 

MISSOURI  *' DEMOCRAT"  ACCOUNT. 

OxfOBD,  MiBL,  December  28, 1883. 

From  persons  just  arrived  from  Holly  Springs, 
we  begin  at  last  to  get  some  particulars  of  the 
rebel  raid  into  that  place  on  Saturday. 

About  daybreak  in  the  morning  the  enemy's 
advance-guard  rode  into  the  east  side  of  that  town, 
and  from  that  time  for  two  hours  or  more,  they 
continued  to  pour  in  until  every  street  and  byway 
of  the  town  was  filled  by  Van  Dom's  twenty-two 
regiments  of  cavalry. 

The  railroad  depot  is  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
town,  and  on  the  track  near  it  were  two  trains  of 
cars,  one  empty  and  one  loaded  with  cotton,  both 
of  which  in  a  few  minutes  more  would  have  been 
off,  as  they  were  all  ready  to  start,  one  for  the 
North  and  the  empty  train  for  this  place.  The 
rebels  began  their  day's  work  by  setting  fire  to 
the  two  trains,  which  were  soon  in  a  blaze.  It 
seems  they  came  prepared  for  such  business,  as 
all  their  canteens  were  filled  with  turpentine, 
which  they  poured  over  the  empty  cars,  and  then 
touched  tticm  off. 


The  depot -bouse  and  platform,  on  wbidi  there 
was  a  large  amount  of.  commissary  stores  and 
cotton,  was  then  fired  A  guard  of  about  a  hun- 
dred infantry  who  were  guarding  the  GovernDwot 
stores  at  the  depot,  made  fight  even  against  such 
great  odds,  and  a  sharp  little  fight  ensued,  in 
which  several  on  both  sides  were  killed.  The 
hundred  infantry  were,  however,  soon  ovenrheho- 
ed  by  the  thousands  of  the  enemy,  and  were 
taken  prisoners.  The  rest  of  the  five  hundred 
infantry  were  scattered  about  in  the  different 
suburbs  of  the  town  on  picket-duty,  so  that 
they  could  not  act  with  any  concert,  and  were 
captured  in  squads.  Six  companies  of  the  Second 
Illinois  cavalry  were  completely  surrounded  in  the 
town,  by  at  least  as  many  thousands,  and  were 
called  upon  to  surrender,  to  which  demand  thej 
made  reply  by  dashing  upon  the  enemy's  forces, 
and  nobly  cutting  thdr  way  ouL  Not  a  more  gal- 
lant deed  has  been  done  during  the  war.  Six 
hundred  against  over  eight  thousand,  and  still 
they  hewed  their  way  through  them  and  escaped  t 

Immediately  after  the  cavalry  had  cut  their  way 
out,  t^e  **rebs"  b^an  their  work  of  pillage,  and 
they  went  about  it  systematically.  Squads  of 
cavalry  wero  appointed  to  go  around  to  eveiy  citi- 
zen's house  and  inquire  how  many  persons  from 
the  North  were  staying  with  them.  When  told, 
the  Northerners  wero  called  for  and  mardied  <^ 
to  Van  Dom's  headquarters,  where  they  were 
searched,  their  money  taken  from  them,  and 
themselves  paroled.  This  part  of  the  business 
was  superintended  by  Van  Dom  himself.  EToy 
soldier  and  citizen  of  the  North  was  called  up  he- 
fore  him,  and  put  upon  his  honor  to  tell  the  truth, 
as  to  how  much  money  he  had,  what  his  business 
was,  and  so  forth.  Every  one  was  searched,  his 
money  taken  from  him  and  handed  over  to  one  of 
the  rebel  officers  who  had  been  appointed  as  re- 
ceiver. The  pile  of  greenbacks  on  the  blanket 
which  was  spread  out  before  him,  kept  increas- 
ing until  it  was  estimated  that  there  was  orer  a 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which  had  been 
taken  from  private  individuals. 

The  pillage  and  destruction  had  now  reached 
their  climax.  The  passenger  depot,  the  freight 
depot,  the  round  house,  the  foundry,  and  the 
great  Arsenal,  built  by  the  rebels  themsdves, 
which  was  full  of  arms  and  ammunition,  twenty 
or  thurty  buildings  on  the  public  square,  and  the 
eighteen  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  were  blaaing  at 
once.  Hundreds  of  the  rebels  had  found  <}uaoth 
.ties  of  whisky,  (with  which  beverage  their  sto- 
machs had  not  bieen  astonished  for  months,)  and 
were  shouting  and  yelling  about  the  town,  as  much 
intoxicated  with  their  victory  as  with  the  whisky. 
The  fire  had  now  crept  around  to  the  building;s  in 
the  square  where  large  amounts  of  ammunition 
had  been  stored ;  and  in  the  midst  of  all  this  riot 
and  destruction,  suddenly  there  came  an  explo- 
sion that  seemed  to  be  the  very  crack  of  doom. 
The  solid  earth  shook  as  though  old  **Thor"  him- 
self had  hit  it  a  whack  with  his  thundering  ham; 
mer  and  knocked  every  thing  into  universal  "pi- 
Men  were  knocked  down  in  the  streets  by  theii)"- 
cussion ;  the  windows  of  houses  dve  squares  an  a/ 
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were  completely  smashed,  sash  and  all;  doors 
were  burst  off  their  hinges ;  locks  and  bolts  were 
snapped  like  glass ;  the  brick  walls  of  one  or  two 
houses  were  caved  in  like  bellying  sails,  and  for 
hair  a  minute  after  the  first  great  explosion  there 
was  a  rattling  sound  of  falling  bricks  and  frag- 
ments of  glas&  There  were  several  other  explo- 
sions during  the  forenoon,  but  none  so  terrific  as 
this  first  one.  A  few  more  such  would  have  shat- 
tered every  house  in  the  town  so  as  to  render  it 
uninhabitable. 

Among  the  ammunition  was  a  great  number 
of  shells,  and  the  fitigmenta  from  the  bursting  of 
these  whizzed  about  and  fell  in  every  part  of  the 
town,  killing  and  wounding  many  persons. 

When  the  enemy  first  entered  the  town,  and 
the  handful  of  in&ntiy  were  endeavoring  to  stem 
the  torrent,  several  of  the  citizens  were  observed 
firing  upon  our  troops  from  windows  and  behind 
fences.    OUiers,  howerer,  acted  honorably,  es- 
pecially the  ladiea.    Northern  cotton-buyers,  who 
had  large  amounts  of  money  with  them,  immeili- 
ately  Imnded  their  funds  over  to  ladies  in  the 
houses  where  they  were  boarding,  and,  as  the 
ladies  were  respected,  their  money  was  saved. 
One  gentleman,  who  had  only  arrived  in  the 
town  on  the  evening  previous  to  the  entrance  of 
the  enemy,  had  forty  thousand  dollars  with  him. 
Ab  Boon  as  he  saw  how  matters  were  going,  that 
every  Northern  man  was  marched  up  to  head- 
qoarters  and  searched,  he  handed  the  package 
<^taining  that  amount  over  to  the  mistress  of 
the  hoase,  whom  he  had  never  seen  until  twelve 
hours  before,  who,  by  the  way,  was  a  strong  ad- 
^^)cate  of  secession,  and  the  day  after  received 
fiom  her  hands  his  package  of  money.     Several 
other  Southern  women  wore  belts  that  day  worth 
from  twenty  to  fifty  thousand  dollars,  all  of  which 
belonged  to  Northern  men.     When  the  enemy 
marched  out  of  town  in  the  evening,  several  of 
our  officers  who  had  been  captured  were  taken 
with  them.    Among  then)  was  Major  Fullerton, 
of  the  Second  Illinois  cavilry,  and  several  whose 
n&mes  I  have  been  unable  to  learn.     As  the 
column  passed  through  the  streets,  several  ladies 
of  the  best  &milie8  m  the  town,  though  known 
|obe secessionists,  came  out  and  requested  Van 
1^  and  his  officers  to  treat  the  prisoners  kind- 
'Ti  because  that  during  their  own  rule  in  Moll^ 
Springs  they  had  acted  like  gentlemen.     Let  it 
^  recorded  in  honor  of  the  women  of  Holly 
Springs,  that  though  their  prejudices  may  be  in 
^e  wrong  side,  they  have  the  hearts  and  sympa- 
thies of  true  womanhood,  which  overcame  even 
their  prejudices !     One  such  woman  does  more 
toward  ameliorating  the  horrors  of  war  —  does 
<nore  toward  ending  it— than  fifty  of  those  vira- 
gos who  spit  their  venom  from  windows  and 
ooorways  at  our  troops  as  they  pass,  trusting  to 
we  hnmunity  which  is  their  sex's  privilege  for 
safety. 

Van  Dom  remained  in  Holly  Springs  firom 
«CTen  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  five  in  the 
^ning,  during  which  time  he  destroyed  about 
wo  miUion  dollars'  worth  of  Government  proper- 


quartermasters'  stores,  etc.,  besides  an  immense 
amount  of  private  property,  among  which  were 
one.  thousand  eight  hundred  bales  of  cotton. 
Some  of  the  cotton  had  been  seized  by  the  Gov- 
ernment and  confiscated,  but  the  larger  half  be- 
longed to  individuals  in  the  cotton  trade.  Forty- 
two  cars,  two  locomotives,  and  every  one  of  the 
d6p6t  buildings  were  destroyed.  The  track, 
however,  of  the  road  was  left  uninjured.  The 
rebs  made  some  attempts  to  burn  the  bridges 
just  above  and  below  the  town,  but  the  timber 
in  the  bridges,  which  had  but  recently  been  re- 
built by  our  army,  was  too  green  to  bum.  They 
then  attempted  to  destroy  them  by  sawing  the 
braces,  but  did  not  succeed  in  doing  much  dam- 
ago. 

But  all  that  I  can  write  from  hearsav  will  not 
give  you  so  good  an  idea  of  the  scenes  that  trans- 
pured  during  that  day  as  the  graphic  letters  which 
a  friend  (Mr.  Wing,  of  Columbus,  Ohio)  had  writ- 
ten to  a  friend,  relating  his  own  experiences,  and 
from  which  he  has  kindly  given  me  the  privilege 
of  extracting.     He  says :  ^ 

"  I  went  to  bed  on  Friday  morning  with  as 
perfect  a  feeling  of  security  as  I  ever  did  in  my 
own  house.    Mr.  Lough  (of  St  Louis)  was  my 
room-mate  and  bed-fellow.     I  waked  up  about 
daylight,  and  soon  after  heard  cheering  such  as 
you  have  heard  from  our  troops  on  the  cars. 
Lough  observed,  *  There  is  a  regiment  going  up,' 
meaning  toward  Jackson,  where  there  had  been 
some  skirmishing  for  a  few  days  past     Directly 
I  heard  shooting  —  pop,  pop,  pop,  in  quick  suc- 
cession, and  horsemen  galloping  up  the  road  to- 
ward town.     I  jumped  up  and  run  to  the  win- 
dow, and  saw' the  street  was  full  of  Texas  caval- 
rj — ^real,  wild,  butternut-colored  fellows,  yelling 
like  Indians.     Said  I  to  Lough :  *  Get  up,  the  town 
is  full  of  secesh  I'    Lough  jumped  up,  took  one 
glance.     *  Wing,  we're  gobbled,  by  Judas  I !'     [I 
never  heard  him  swear  before  or  since.]     We 
commenced  washing  and  dressing.     I  concluded 
to  try  the  virtue  of  a  clean  shirt  with  the  rascals, 
and  put  on  a  fresh  shirt,  drawers,  and  socks.     I 
thought  of  several  things  in  a  very  few  moments. 
The  financial  question  was  the  most  troublesome. 
[Mr.  Wing  was  buying  cotton,  and  had  a  very 
large  amount  of  money  with  him.]     *  What  to  do 
with  it,'   that  was  the  question.     I  took  my 
money  and  made  two  piles  of  it,  one  I  divided 
into  two  parcels  and  put  in  my  belt,  and  put  that 
on  next  my  body,  the  other  I  gave  to  Mrs.  Bar- 
ney, except  seventy-five  dollars,  which  I  put  in 
my  wallet     I  arranged  my  papers,  destroying 
some  and  putting  others  away.     Lough  called  to 
the  old  darkey  woman  to  bring  us.  some  cold 
meat  and  bread;  we  put  on  our  overcoats  and 
awaited  results.     By  this  time  the  secesh  cavalry 
had  complete  possession  of  the  town,  and  were 
driving  our  men  in  little  squads  as  prisoners  to- 
ward the  d^pdt     Before  our  lunch  came,  there 
was  a  violent  ringing  at  the  door-bell.     I  looked 
out  and  saw  three  cavalrymen  at  the  gate  and 
one  at  the  door.     The  negro  answered  the  bell. 

r  -I--     '^'®^1  7^^^  master  that  we  want  him,  and  every 

^  in  the^ahi^  of  ammunition,  conuniasary  and '  other  man  in  the  house,  quick  I'    A  Lieutenant 
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Lftngworthy,  from  Iowa,  was  in  the  house ;  we 
heard  every  word,  and  having  all  our  arrange- 
ments made  except  breakfast,  we  went  down. 
Wing  ahead.  *•  Good  morning,  gentlemen,'  said 
I ;  '  you  favor  us  with  rather  an  early  call  this 
morning.*  *  Rayther,'  said  he,  with  a  grin  like  a 
crocodile.  *  Where  is  the  oflBcer  of  Gen.  Grant's 
staff,  who  boards  here  V  (Col.  Hilyer.)  *  He  went 
to  Oxford  yesterday  with  his  wife  and  Mrs. 
Grant'  He  looked  at  me  very  sharply  and  said : 
*  Is  that  true,  sir  V  Lough  says :  *  Yes,  sir,  when 
we  tell  you  lies  it  will  be  for  ourselves  and  not 
for  others.'  *  We'll  take  your  word,  gentlemen ; 
fall  in !  you  must  go  to  headquarters.'  We  *  fell 
in '  at  a  brisk  walk,  not  exactly  knowing  whether 
we  should  find  headquarters  at  Vicksburgh,  Mo- 
bile, or  Charleston. 

^^  They  took  us  out  about  a  mile  from  town, 
where  we  found  two  long  lines  of  long-haired, 
long-legged,  sallow-looking  butternut  cavalry, 
drawn  up  about  ten  yards  apart,  between  which 
we  marched  and  halted  Brisk  firing  was  heard 
on  the  other  side  of  town  for  two  hours,  when  it 
ceased.  Little  squads  of  prisoners  kept  coming 
for  two  or  three  hours  longer;  meantime  the  rebels 
set  fire  to  the  d6p6t,  engine-house,  government 
stores,  and  a  train  of  forty-three  cars  on  the  track. 
Immense  piles  of  hay,  corn,  oats,  barrels  of  beef, 
pork,  rice,  molasses,  whisky,  boxes  of  clothing, 
hospital  stores,  every  thing  went  up  in  one  grand 
conflagration.  While  this  was  going  on,  parties 
of  soldiers  were  rolling  cotton  together  in  the 
public  square  and  putting  the  torch  to  that 
Every  sutler's  store  was  broken  into  and  plun- 
dered of  every  thing  in  it  by  the  soldiers.  What 
they  could  not  carry  off  nor  destroy  they  gave  to 
the  negroes  and  secesh  citizens.  The  army  post- 
ofilce  was  turned  inside  out,  and  letters  too,  and 
those  from  the  North  were  opened,  and  all  that 
were  not  carried  off  were  put  in  a  pile  and  burned 
in  the  street 

*'A  large  brick  building  on  the  square  had 
been  filled  by  our  people  with  shot,  shell  and 
ammunition.  Another  building  on  the  next  block 
had  been  filled  with  post  commissary  stores.  It 
was  said  by  citizens  that  Van  Dom's  orders  were 
that  these  stores  should  be  taken  out  and  burned, 
but  the  soldiers  having  got  hold  of  some  whisky, 
and  the  carrying  out  business  becoming  a  littie 
tedious,  put  fire  to  the  commissary's  store,  and 
in  half  an  hour  the  whole  side  of  the  square  was 
in  fiames.  At  three  o'clock  the  arsenal  was  fired, 
and  blew  up  with  a  most  awful  explosion. 

**  While  this  was  going  on  before  our  eyes,  the 
rebels  commenced  at  one  end  of  the  long  line 
taking  the  parole  of  the  soldiers.  *  We  know,' 
said  they,  *  that  we  cannot  hold  this  place.  We 
have  accomplished  all  we  came  for.  We  have 
destroyed  your  stores  and  taken  your  men.  We 
can't  take  them  with  us,  as  we  are  mounted, 
therefore  we  will  take  your  parole  not  to  serve 
during  the  war  unless  exchanged,  and  let  you 
go.'  The  cotton-buyers,  traders  and  citizens 
were  then  separated  from  the  soldiers  and  ques- 
tioned as  to  their  business,  etc.,  by  one  of  Gen- 
eral Van  Dom's  8ta£    The  questions  asked  me 


will  serve  as  a  sample :  *  Where  do  you  live  f 
^  In  Newark,  Ohio.'  '  Are  you  connected  with 
the  army  ?'  '  No,  sir.'  *  What  are  you  doing 
here,  sir  V  '  Well,  sir,  I  am  at  the  house  of  a 
friend,  Mrs.  Gapt  Barney,  who  formerly  lived  at 
the  North,  and  whose  husband  is  an  engineer, 
and  is  now  with  your  people  in  Alabama.'  'Are 
yoii  not  a  cotton  buyer,  sir  V  *  Yes,  sir,  I  (a-hcm) 
have  invested  all  my  spare  money  in  cotton,  and 
to-day  it  has  gone  up  the  epouV  ^All  rights  not 
a  good  speculation.  I  presume,  sir,  the  Southern 
cavalry  do  unexpected  things  sometimes,  sir;  I 
advise  you  to  stay  at  home,  sir,  where  there  is 
less  risk,  sir.  Let  me  see  your  money  and  pa- 
pers.' I  pulled  out  my  wallet,  he  took  it,  ooanted 
the  money,  (some  $70  in  greenbacks)  and  return- 
ed it  to  me  again.  He  noticed  a  gold  dollar  in  it, 
and  said :  *  That  little  button  is  worth  all  the 
balance.'  I  took  the  pocket-book  without  re- 
mark, not  caring  to  argue  with  him  just  then,  for 
fear  I  should  convince  him  it  was  very  valuable, 
and  ho  should  take  a  notion  to  keep  it  He  then 
passed  on  to  the  next  man. 

'^  A  friend  of  mine,  Mr.  Groat,  conductor  on  the 
railroad,  was  examined,  and  had  all  his  money 
taken,  some  $700.  His  papers  and  letters  were 
all  torn  up.  Every  body  suspected  of  being  con- 
nected with  the  railroad,  was  robbed  of  erery 
thing  he  had,  and  many  others  where  the  soldiers 
could  get  them  out  a  little. 

*^  Col.  Murphy  was  in  command  here.  He  was 
at  the  telegraph  office  telegraphing  to  Gen.  Grant 
for  reenforcements,  when  the  rebels  came  upon 
the  town,  and  took  him  prisoner  the  very  first 
If  he  had  used  the  men  he  had,  he  might  hare 
prevented  all." 

To  judge  from  the  results  of  the  rebel  raid  mto 
Holly  Springs,  one  would  naturally  suppose  it 
was  a  surprise ;  such,  however,  was  not  the  case. 
Gen.  Grant  knew  the  whereabouts  of  Van  Dom's 
force,  during  every  day  of  the  three  days  prerious 
to  the  attack  upon  Holly  Springs,  and  had  taken 
what  seemed  to  be  all  Uie  necessary  precautions 
to  prevent  so  great  a  disaster  as  occurred  there. 
To  explain  this,  I  must  go  back  and  relate  what 
I  had  already  related  in  my  last  letter,  in  rdation 
to  the  movements  of  our  own  cavalry  under  GoL 
Dickey,  but  which  letter,  I  have  every  reason  to 
suppose,  was  lost  with  the  mail  at  Holly  Springs. 

On  Tuesday,  the  sixteenth,  CoL  Dickey,  with 
about  twenty-five  hundred  cavalry,  arrived  at 
Pontotoc,  a  small  town  about  twelve  miles  south- 
east of  this  place,  and  learned  that  it  was  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  in  great  force,  but  that  they 
were  moving  out  of  it  toward  the  north.  Col 
Dickey  immediately  sent  couriers  back  to  Geo. 
Grant,  and  from  that  time  until  they  entered 
Holly  Springs,  scouts  were  kept  upon  Van  Dorn  s 
track,  and  informed  Gen.  Grant  every  day  of  his 
whereabouts.  So  well  had  Gen.  Grant  divined 
Van  Dorn's  purpose,  and  so  well  bad  be  timed 
his  march,  that  on  the  evening  before  the  attack 
h«  telegraphed  from  Oxford  to  Col  Murphy  at 
Holly  Springs  that  the  enemy  would  attack  him 
about  seven  next  morning,  but  that  he  had  sent 
him  sufficient  reenforcements  to  drive  them  o^ 
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Th«  reinforcements  were  indeed  sent  from  here, 
to  the  number  of  three  or  four  thousand ;  but, 
owing  to  some  obstruction  in  the  road  near  \Va- 
tcrfoni,  they  arrived  nearly  two  hours  too  late,  so 
that  the  rebel  rear-guard  had  been  gone  out  of 
the  tovn  about  an  hour  when  the  cavaky  ad- 
vance of  oar  forces  rode  into  it 

At  Pontotoc,  Col.  Dickey,  seeing  the  great  in- 
equality of  numbers  between  his  own  force  and 
Uiat  of  the  enemy,  waited  to  let  them  pass  through, 
wliich  they  did,  without  knowing  that  he  was 
watching  them.  After  Tan  Dorn  had  passed 
through  toward  the  north.  Colonel  Dickey  passed 
through  toward  the  east,  and  kept  on  over  to  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  road,  striking  it  at  Saltillo ;  from 
that  place  northward  he  tore  up  the  track  and 
burned  the  bridges  for  thirty  miles,  making  a 
terrible  gap  in  that  great  line  of  communication 
between  the  South  and  the  rebel  stronghold  at 
Chattanooga. 

But  to  return  to  the  Holly  Springs  affair : 

There  were  enough  troops  in  Holly  Springs  to 
have  held  it  against  the  enemy  if  any  man  of  cour- 
age or  judgment  had  had  command.  Gen.  Grant*s 
despatch  reached  Col.  Murphy  on  the  evening  pre- 
vious to  the  enemy's  appearance  near  the  town. 
There  were  between  five  and  six  hundred  infan- 
try, and  seven  companies  of  the  Second  Illinois 
cavalry,  as  brave  fellows  as  ever  trod  shoe-leather 
or  mounted  a  horse,  as  the  fighting  of  the  infantry- 
fpiard  at  the  depot,  and  the  gallant  dash  of  the 
Illinois  cavalry  through  the  rebel  forces  proves. 
There  were  also  cotton-bales  enough  in  the  pub- 
lic square  and  at  the  depot  to  have  barricaded 
every  street  in  the  town,  so  that  the  enemy's  cav- 
aliy  could  not  have  charged  through  as  they  did ; 
bat  the  infantry  had  received  no  information  of 
the  threatened  attack,  and  the  cavalry  had  only 
very  indefinite  information  of  it  I  am  credibly 
informed  that  the  only  precautions  Colonel  Mur- 
phy took  were  to  tel^raph  next  morning  to  Gen. 
^irantfor  reinforcements,  in  the  very  act  of  which 
he  was  captured  by  the  enemy.  The  troops  fought 
literally  without  commanders,  except  their  com- 
pany commanders,  and  the  Majors  of  the  Second 
cavalry.  I  am  also  told  that  the  cavalry  were  or- 
dered by  their  own  Colonel  to  surrender,  he  threat- 
^ing  to  arrest  those  who  were  firing.  This  com- 
mand,  the  cavalry  refused  to  obey,  and  charged 
through  the  enemy's  ranks.  In  their  charge  they 
lost  seven  men,  and  killed  thirty  of  the  enemy. 

The  movements  of  so  large  an  army  as  this 
ve  soon  known  all  over  the  country,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that  long  before  this  letter  will  reach 
you,  you  will  have  learned,  by  hook  or  crook,  in 
spite  of  the  rebels  cutting  off  our  communication 
with  the  Ji^orth,  that  this  army  b^^an  falling 
back  fix>m  its  position,  fifteen  miles  south  of  this 
place,  on  the  day  before  yesterday,  (Saturday.) 

We,  who  had  been  endeavoring  to  keep  our- 
selves thoroughly  posted  about  the  movements 
of  the  enemy,  and  of  our  own  army,  were  sur- 
prised at  the  rebel  nud  toward  Jackson.  Still 
more  surprised  at  their  entrance  into  Holly 
Springs,  but  when  this  army,  with  no  enemy 
tbreatening  it  wiUi  superior  forces,  in  the  front 


or  on  the  flanks,  and  as  it  seemed  then  for  noth- 
ing but  a  cavalry  dash  into  Holly  Springs.  I 
say  when,  as  it  then  seemed,  for  no  other  cause, 
the  army  began  to  fall  back,  and  our  own  troops 
began  passing  through  Oxford  toward  the  north, 
we  were  at  first  worse  puzzled  than  ever.  The 
cause  is  apparent  now.  An  army  of  men  is  none 
the  less  relieved  from  the  necessity  of  eating 
than  the  individual  man  is,  and  as  there  is  not 
much  left  that  is  eatable  in  this  country,  Ghen. 
Pope^s  plan  of  subsisting  on  the  enemy  could 
not  be  put  into  practice  here,  and  the  supplies 
can  come  from  no  direction  but  Uie  North.  Three 
or  four  days'  rations  are  not  sufScient  to  push  on 
to  Grenada  and  open  the  road  from  there  to 
Memphis.  Those  who  know  Gen.  Grant  best, 
know,  that  if  it  could  be  done  he  would  do  it 
The  army  will  now  probably  fidl  bade  until  the 
road  to  Columbus  is  rendered  secure.  With  the 
supplies  it  will  then  get,  it  will  be  able  to  push 
on  and  open  new  Imes  of  communication  with 
the  North. 

On  Saturday,  the  nineteenth,  Gen.  McArthur's 
division  passed  through  town  on  their  way  south- 
ward, and  on  yesterday  passed  through  again  on 
their  return.  Day  before  yesterday  every  thing 
looked  as  though  we  should  continue  advancing 
steadily,  as  we  have  done  since  leaving  La 
Grange,  but  yesterday  the  face  of  affairs  chang- 
ed. Cotton,  which  had  b^un  to  come  in  in 
large  quantities,  suddenly  got  a  "very  black 
eye,"  as  they  say  on  'change ;  sutlers  began  to 
pack  up,  and  to-day  every  thing  looks  like  taking 
the  back-track.  A  veir  ridiculous  rumor  got 
afloat  among  outsiders  that  a  tremendous  army 
was  marching  up  fi^m  Grenada,  and  a  few  of  the 
cotton-buyers,  who  had  heard  of  the  bad  fortunes 
of  the  brethren  at  Holly  Springs  became  very 
nervous.  The  troubles  of  one  nervous  pair  have 
already  become  a  subject 'of  fun  for  hundreds. 
They  were  lodging  together  at  the  hotel,  and 
like  cats  slept  with  one  eye  and  both  ears  open. 
They  had  gone  to  bed  early  with  the  intention  of 
getting  up  in  good  season  and  leaving  the  town 
with  the  first  division  of  the  army.  They  had 
just  dozed  off  in  uneasy  slumbers  when  a  drum 
was  beaten  at  rather  an  unusUal  hour,  in  some 
one  of  our  distant  camps.     "  0  my  Lord  1"  says 

H ,  "  there's  the  long  roll  f  the  enemy  are 

commg  sure  enough!  There's  going  to  be  a 
battle  right  here  t  What  $hall  we  do  f  Both 
were  now  up  on  end,  listening  to  the  sound.  The 
drum  continued  to  roll,  and  as  the  wind  carried 
the  sound  about,  it  came  now  near  and  loud,  now 
faint  and  far,  like  the  sound  of  some  ghostly 
drum  beaten  by  spirits  in  the  air.  Presently  a 
stronger  gust  of  wind  brought  the  sound,  ap- 
parently right  under  their  window.  This  was 
too  much.  In  an  instant  they  were  on  their  feet 
hunting  distractedly  in  the  dark  for  boots,  pan- 
taloons, coats,  etc.     H was  so  "  clean  daft,'* 

as  the  Scotch  say,  that  he  could  find  nothing  but 
his  coat  (which  contained  his  money)  and  his 
spurs.  Some*  fun-loving  acquaintance,  or  the 
b^t-black  of  the  hotel,  if  the  hotel  was  guilty 
of  that  institution,  had  carried  off  his  boots. 
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After  avdn  search  for  them,  he  drew  on  the 
coat,  clapped  the  spurs  on  his  stocking  feet,  and 
started  down-stairs  for  his  horse.     **  But,"  says 

W ^  "  won^t  the  guard  arrest  us  if  we  are  out 

after  night  without  the  countersign  f     "  Eh  V 

"countersign!"    "guard!"   and  H paused 

for  an  instuit  on  the  stairs.  Just  then  another 
puff  of  wind  brought  the  sound  of  the  drum 
from  the  distant  hills ;  that  decided  the  matter, 
down-stairs  they  went^  out  to  the  stable,  clapped 
on  saddles  and  bridles,  mounted  horse  and  away, 
and  for  three  miles  out  from  the  north  side  of 
Oxford,  their  flight  frt>m  the  sound  of  that  drum 
was  equal  to  Tarn  O^Shanter's  race  with  the 
witches  across  the  bridge. 

Toward  breakfast-time,  not  finding  the  road 
full  of  crowds,  running  away  like  themselves, 
and  the  woods  around  looking  rather  guerrillaish, 
they  concluded  that  it  would  be  better  to  show 
their  pluck  by  coming  back  to  town.    Last  night 

one  of  the  pair,  H ,  determined  to  have  more 

courageous  company,  and  changed  his  lodging* 
place.  On  going  to  bed,  he  inquired  of  his 
room-mate  if  the  enemy  would  be  lOcely  to  search 
a  man's  stockings  for  money,  in  case  he  was  cap- 
tured ?  On  being  told  that  they  probably  would 
not  think  to  look  in  them,  he  stowed  away  six 
thousand  dollars  in  one  of  the  stockings,  which 
he  took  the  precaution  to  wear  on  his  feet  during 
the  night.  In  the  morning  he  had  forgotten 
where  he  had  put  the  money,  and  went  to  a 
mutual  friend  of  himself^  his  room-mate,  with  a 
grieyous  story  of  his  room-mate  having  robbed 
him.  Half  an  hour  after  his  room-mate  heard 
of  it,  and  told  him  that  his  money  was  in  his 
own  stockings. 

Ridiculous  as  the  foregoing  stoxy  may  appear, 
it  is  all  true,  to  which  there  are  numbers  here 
can  attest  W.  L.  P. 

GENERAL  GRANrS  ORDER  ON  THE  SURRENDER. 

Hkadquartbrs  Thirtbemth  Ajuct  Oovn, ) 

Dbpartmint  or  thb  Tbitiiissks,  v 

BoLLT  Sprinos,  Mibs.,  December  84,  iSM.     ) 

Special  Field  Orders,  No.  28. 

It  is  with  pain  and  mortification  that  the  Gene- 
ral Commanding  reflects  upon  the  disgraceful 
surrender  of  the  place,  with  all  the  valuable  stores 
it  contained,  on  the  twentieth  instant,  and  that 
without  any  resistance,  except  by  a  few  men,  who 
form  an  honorable  exception ;  and  this,  too,  after 
warning  had  been  given  of  the  enemy  northward, 
the  evening  previous.  With  all  the  cotton,  pub- 
lic stores  and  substantial  buildings  about  the 
d4p6t,  it  would  have  been  perfectly  practicable 
to  have  made,  in  a  few  hours,  a  defence  suffi- 
cient to  resist,  with  a  small  garrison,  all  the  cav- 
alry force  brought  against  ti^em  until  the  reen- 
forcements  which  the  commanding  ofilcer  was 
notified  were  inarching  to  his  reli^  could  have 
reached  him. 

The  conduct  of  officers  and  men  in  accepting 
paroles  under  the  circumstances  is  highly  repre- 
nensible,  and  to  say  the  least,  thoughtless.  By 
the  terms  of  the  Dix-Hill  cartel,  each  party  is 
bound  to  take  care  of  their  prisoners  and  send 
them  to  Vicksburgh,  or  a  point  on  the  James 


River,  for  exchange,  on  parole,  unless  some  other 
point  is  mutually  agre^  upon  by  the  genenis 
commanding  the  opposing  armies. 

By  a  refusal  to  be  paroled,  the  enemy,  from 
his  inability  to  take  care  of  the  prisoners,  would 
have  been  compelled  either  to  have  released  them 
unconditionally,  or  to  have  abandoned  further  ag- 
gressive movements  for  the  time  being,  whidb 
would  have  made  their  recapture,  and  the  disoom* 
fiture  of  the  enemy,  almost  certain. 

The  prisoners  paroled  at  this  place  will  be  col- 
lected in  camp  at  once  by  the  post  commander, 
and  held  under  close  guard  until  their  case  can  be 
reported  to  Washington  for  frirther  instnicti<Hi& 

Commanders  throughout  the  department  are 
directed  to  arrest  and  hold  as  above,  all  men  of 
their  commands,  and  all  stragglers  who  may  hare 
accepted  their  paroles  upon  like  terms. 

The  General  Commanding  is  satisfied  that  a 
majority  of  the  troops  who  accepted  a  parole  did 
so  thoughtlessly,  and  from  want  of  knowledge  of 
the  cartel  referred  to,  and  that  in  future  they 
will  not  be  caught  in  the  same  way. 

By  order  of  Major-General  U.  S.  Gbiitt. 

Jno.  a.  Rawlings,  A.A.G. 

SURGEON  WIRTTS  REPORT. 

Medical  Dirrctor*8  Officb,  Hollt  SrRiirGa,  lloi,  I 

Tuesday,  Dec  80,  ISe.    f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  remaio' 
ed  behind  the  advance  of  the  army  for  the  pur- 
pose of  establishing  a  large  general  hospital  at 
Holly  Springs.  I  took  a  buiicSng  that  had  been 
built  for  an  armory  by  the  confederates,  consist- 
ing of  six  lai^  rooms,  each  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  long  and  numerous  out-houses,  and  after 
three  weeks  of  incessant  labor,  in'  which  I  was 
greatly  assisted  by  Surgeon  Powers  of  the  Sev- 
enth Missouri  infantry,  I  had  every  thing  prepar* 
ed  for  two  thousand. 

The  Acting  Medical  Purveyor  of  the  Southern 
portion  of  the  department  had  been  ordered  to 
bring  all  his  supplies  to  this  hospital,  which  he 
did,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  of  De- 
cember one  of  the  most  completely  finished  and 
extensive  hospitals  in  the  army  was  ready  to  re- 
ceive its  sick. 

On  that  morning  the  town  of  Holly  Springs 
was  taken  by  the  confederate  forces  under  Geo. 
Van  Dorn. 

As  soon  as  I  discovered  tiie  enemy  were  in 
possession  of  the  place,  I  repaired  to  the  head- 
quarters of  the  rebel  General,  near  the  town,  and 
made  a  formal  request  that  the  armory  hospitai 
should  not  be  burned,  entering  my  solemn  pro- 
test on  the  subject,  as  the  confederates  had  al- 
ready set  fire  to  the  railroad  d6p6t  and  a  com- 
missary store-house,  and  had  declared  tbor  in- 
tentions to  destroy  all  houses  occupied  by  oiur 
troops. 

I  recdved  the  assurance  by  Gen.  Van  Dom's 
Adjutant  that  the  armory  hospital  should  not 
be  burned,  but  that  it  would  be  protected  by  a 
guard.  Satisfied  with  this,  I  returned  to  mj 
quarters,  but  had  not  been  there  an  hour  when  I 
was  informed  that  the  building  was  in  flames; 
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and  thus  thig  fine  structure,  with  two  thousand 
bonks,  an  immense  lot  of  drugs  and  surgical  ap- 
pftratas,  thousands  of  hlankets,  sheets  and  bed- 
sacks,  was  soon  in  ashes. 

This  proceeding,  in  yiolation  of  an  express  pr^ 
mise  and  of  all  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  is  an  evi- 
dence  of  the  barbarity  and  want  of  principle  in 
the  confederate  officers.  But  this  is  not  all,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  destroy  the  general  hospi- 
tal located  in  the  main  square,  and  which  at  the 
time  contained  over  five  hundred  sick. 

A  quantity  of  ordnance  stores  had  been  depos- 
it^ in  a  building  on  tihe  next  block  to  the  hospi- 
tal, and  by  the  order  of  Gen.  Van  Dom,  as  stated 
by  the  officer  who  had  charge  of  the  matter,  the 
barrels  of  powder  and  boxes  containing  shell  and 
cartridges,  were  taken  out  and  piled  up  nearly  in 
front  of  the  hospital  and  set  fire  to. 

Two  medical  officers  protested  against  this  wan- 
ton act,  but  tiieir  requests  were  treated  with  con- 
tempt, and  before  there  was  time  to  remove  the 
sick  the  walls  and  windows  of  the  hospital  were 
riddled  with  fiying  balls  and  shell,  and  finally  a 
terrific  explosion  took  place,  which  shook  the  en- 
tire building,  destroying  almost  every  window  and 
door  in  the  establishment,  wounding  about  twenty 
men,  and  creating  a  scene  of  the  wildest  confu- 
aon. 

A  large  number  of  buildings  on  the  public  square 
took  fire  fit)m  the  explosion,  and  it  was  only  by 
the  utmost  efforts  tiiat  the  hospital  was  preserved 
as  a  shelter  for  the  men  in  the  night  air. 

Together  with  the  medical  officers  who  assisted 
me  in  caring  for  the  sick  and  wounded  on  that  try- 
ing day,  I  thought  that  the  rebels  had  now  done 
us  all  the  harm  in  their  power ;  but  to  injury  in- 
stdt  was  to  be  added,  in  a  manner,  I  hope,  never 
to  witness  again.  A  rebel  cavalry  officer  named 
Brewster,  who  stated  he  luid  been  detailed  by 
Ocnend  Van  Dorn  to  "march  off  6very  sick  man 
that  had  not  been  paroled,"  collected  together, 
pistol  in  hand,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  sick 
soldiers,  forced  them  to  rise  firom  their  beds  and 
£dlin  line,  threatening  to  shoot  the  medical  officer, 
who  expostulated  with  him,  and  actuallv  made 
the  poor  fellows,  suffering  from  typhoid  fever, 
pneumonia  and  diarrhoea,  start  with  him  on  the 
road. 

The  men  fell  down  in  the  street,  and  had  to  rise 
again  for  fear  of  being  shot,  when  they  were  so 
weak  that  the  slightest  motion  was  agony.  On 
being  importuned  if  there  was  any  thing  in  the 
name  of  humanity  that  could  be  done  to  induce 
bim  to  stop  his  brutal  proceedings,  he  finally  con- 
sented to  let  them  alone  on  receiving  a  paper  sign- 
^  hj  all  the  surgeons  present,  stating  that  the 
men  were  too  sick  to  walk,  and  their  removal  was 
an  impossibility. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  Dr. 
£•  M.  Powers,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  infiintry, 
after  the  capture  of  Holly  Springs.  The  efforts 
of  thus  able  and  accomplished  officer  for  the  care 
of  the  sick  were  untiring,  and  from  morning  till 
night  he  was  engag^  in  doing  any  thing  that  lay 
in  his  power  to  preserve  hospital  property,  and 
make  the  helpless  beings  who  were  driven  from 


their  beds  and  shelter  as  comfortable  as  circum- 
stances would  allow.  Dn  Reilly,  Assistant  Sur- 
geon of  the  Forty-eighth  Illinois  infantry,  also 
rendered  great  assistance  by  his  well-directed  and 
efficient  endeavors.  H.  R  Wirtz, 

Surgeon  U.8.A^  Medical  Director  Thirteenth  Army  Corps. 

Lieut-GoL  Jno.  A.  Rawlinos, 

A.  A.  Gen.,  Gen.  Grant**  Headquarters. 

BEBEL  REPORTS  AND  KARRATIVES. 
RICHMOND   "DISPATCH"   ACCOUNT. 

RiCHMon),  January  16, 1868. 

The  recent  cavalij  raid  of  Gen.  Van  Dom  in 
the  West  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  feats  of 
the  war,  not  falling  short  of  any  that  have  been 
made  by  the  renowned  Stuart  or  ubiquitous  Mor- 
gan. A  correspondent  of  the  Mobile  RegUta* 
gives  the  foUowmg  interesting  particulars  of  his 
brilliant  achievements  in  the  vicinity  of  HoUy 
Sprii^s,  Miss. : 

Van  Dom  took  a  by-way  and  meandering  route 
through  the  swamp,  and  came  within  eight  miles 
of  Holly  Springs  in  the  evening,  where  he  bivou- 
acked his  force  until  two  hours  before  day,  when 
he  mo^d  cautiously  into  town,  leaving  the  Texas 
brigade  upon  the  heights  outside  as  a  reserve. 
As  our  forces  dashed  in  from  all  sides,  the  en- 
trance proved  a  complete  surprise,  the  breaking 
streaks  of  daylight  showing  the  Yankee  tents 
with  their  yet  undisturbed  slumberers.  A  charge 
was  ordered  upon  them,  and  the  torch  applied  to 
the  canvas  which  covered  them.  To  paraphrase 
"  Belgium's  "  picture : 

**  Ah !  then  and  there  was  hurrjdng  to  and  fro, 
And  runnine  In  hot  haste. 
And  cheeks  all  pale  and  bUinched  with  woe. 
Exhibiting  Yankee  cowardice." 

The  rapidity  with  which  the  tents  of  the  ene- 
my were  vacated  was  marvellous ;  and,  impelled 
by  bumine  torches  and  rapid  discharges  of  side- 
arms,  the  Yankees  took  no  time  to  prepare  their 
toilets,  but  rushed  out  into  the  cool  atmosphere 
of  a  December  morning,  clothed  very  similarly  to 
Joseph  when  the  lady  Potiphar  attempted  to  de- 
tain him.  The  scene  was  wild,  exciting,  tumul- 
tuous. Yankees  running,  tents  burning,  torches 
flaming,  confederates  shouting,  guns  popping, 
sabres  clanking.  Abolitionists  begging  for  mercy, 
"rebels"  shouting  exultingly,  women  en  diaha* 
bills  clapping  their  hands,  frantic  with  joy,  cry- 
ing, "  Kill  them  t  kill  them  I" — a  heterogeneous 
mass  of  excited,  frantic,  frightened  human  beings 
— presented  an  indescribable  picture,  more  adapt- 
ed for  the  pencil  of  Hogarth  than  the  pen  of  a 
newspaper  correspondent 

The  surprised  camp  surrendered  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  men  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
commissioned' ofiAcers,  who  were  immediately 
paroled.  And  then  commenced  the  work  of  de- 
struction. The  eictensive  buildings  of  the  M  issis- 
sippi  Central  d6p6t — the  station-house,  the  engine 
house,  and  immense  store-houses  —  were  filled 
with  supplies  of  clothing  and  commissary  stores. 
Outside  of  the  d6p6t  the  barrels  of  flour  were 
estimated  to  be  half  a  mile  in  length,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  feet  through,  and  fifteen  feet  high. 
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Turpentine  was  thrown  over  this,  and  the  whole 
amount  destroyed.  IJp-town,  the  court-house, 
and  public  buildings,  livery  stables,  and  all  capa- 
cious establishments  were  filled,  ceiling  high, 
with  medical  and  ordnance  stores.  These  were 
all  fired,  and  the  explosion  of  one  of  the  build- 
ings, in  which  was  stored  one  hundred  barrels  of 
powder,  knocked  down  nearly  all  the  houses  on 
the  south  side  of  the  square.  Surely  such  a  scene 
of  devastatation  was  never  before  presented  to 
the  eye  of  man.   Glance  at  the  gigantic  estimates : 

One  million  eight  hundred  and  nine  thousand 
fixed  cartridges  and  other  ordnance  stores,  valued 
at  one  million  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in- 
cluding five  thousand  rifles  and  two  thousand  re- 
volvers. 

One  hundred  thousand  suits  of  clothing  and 
other  quartermaster's  stores,  valued  at  five  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars ;  five  thousand  barrels  of 
flour  and  other  commissary  stores,  valued  at  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars. 

One  million  dollars*  worth  of  medical  stores, 
for  which  invoices  to  that  amount  were  exhibited, 
and  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton,  and  six  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars*  worth  of  sutler^s  stores. 

While  the  capture  of  the  camp,  paroling  of  the 
prisoners,  and  destroying  of  the  stores  were  go- 
ing on,  the  Texan  Rangers,  comprising  the  Ninth, 
Sixth,  and  Third  legions,  became  engaged  with 
the  Michigan  cavalry,  and  drove  them  pell-mell 
through  town,  and  run  them  off  north,  with  a 
considerable  loss  to  the  Abolitionists,  and  a  loss 
of  thirty  in  killed  and  wounded  on  our  part 

The  ladies  rushed  out  from  the  houses,  wild 
with  joy,  ciying  out :  "  There's  some  at  the  Fair 
Grounds,  chase  them,  kill  them,  for  God's  sake." 
One  lady  said  that  "  the  Federal  commandant  of 
the  post  is  in  my  house ;  come  and  catch  him ;" 
and  a  search  was  instituted  but  without  success, 
when  the  noble  woman  insisted  that  he  was  there, 
concealed ;  and  finally,  after  much  ado,  the  gal- 
lant (save  the  mark  I)  Col.  Murphy,  the  intrepid 
Yankee  commandant  of  Holly  Spnngs,  was  pull- 
ed out  from  under  his  bed,  and  presented  himself 
in  his  nocttunal  habiliments  to  his  captors. 

The  provost-marshal  was  also  taken,  and,  ad- 
dressing Gen.  Van  Dom,  said :  "  Well,  General, 
you've  got  us  fairly  this  time.  I  knowed  it  I 
was  in  my  bed  with  my  wife  when  I  heard  the 
firing,  and  I  at  once  said :  *'  Well,  wife,  it's  no  use 
closing  our  eyes  or  hiding  under  the  clothes,  we've 
gone  up.' " 

Our  attention  was  given  to  Grant's  headquar- 
ters, which  he  had  left  twenty-four  hours  before. 
All  his  papers,  charts,  maps,  etc.,  were  captured, 
together  with  his  splendid  carriage,  which  was 
burned.  Among  his  papers  was  found  a  pass,  to 
pass  the  bearer  over  all  railroads  and  steamboats 
in  the  United  States,  at  Government  expense ;  to 
pass  all  pickets  and  guards,  and  other  papers,  at 
once  interesting  and  valuable.  Mrs.  Grant  was 
also  captured,  but  no  indignity  was  offered  her. 

Nearly  every  store  on  the  public  square  was 
filled  with  sutler  stores,  and  after  our  men  had 
helped  themselves,  the  balance  of  the  goods  were 
burned. 


When  our  forces  first  reached  the  d^p6t,  there 
was  a  train  about  leaving.  The  engineer  jumped 
off  and  ran  away,  and  one  of  our  men  took  his 
place,  shut  the  throttle-valve,  and  stopped  the 
train.  Sixty  cars  and  two  locomotives  were  then 
fired  and  destroyed. 

After  the  complete  destrqction  of  all  public 
property  about  the  place,  and  after  each  man  hid 
supplied  himself  with  a  suitable  quantity  of 
clothing  and  boots,  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
the  march  was  renewed,  and  Davis's  Mill  was 
the  next  place  of  attack.  Here  the  enemy  were 
intrenched,  and  sheltered  themselves  in  a  block- 
house and  fort  formed  of  cotton-bales.  The  cav- 
alry was  commanded  to  charge,  and  attempted 
to  do  so ;  but  the  swamp  and  intricate  lagoons 
breaking  off  in  front  of  the  enemy's  position 
would  not  permit  it  The  Yankees  opened  fire 
with  some  effect  from  their  fort,  and  were  sup- 
ported by  a  nine-pound  rifled  gun,  mounted  on 
an  iron-clad  railroad  car,  fbrming  a  railroad  bat- 
tery. The  Texans  were  again  ordered  to  charge^ 
and  Major  Dillon,  of  Van  Dom's  staff,  whose  ^- 
lantry  during  the  expedition  was  particularly 
conspicuous,  attempted  to  lead  them  to  the  at^ 
tack,  but  the  men  refused  to  follow,  believing  the 
way  impassable  and  the  position  too  strong  for 
cavalry  demonstration  alone.  CoL  McCuUough 
of  the  Mississippi  cavalry  was  ordered  to  get  in 
the  rear  of  the  railroad  battery,  cut  the  track  to 
prevent  its  escape,  and  capture  it  I  believe  he 
succeeded  in  cutting  the  road,  but  our  forces 
were  compelled  to  withdraw,  and  the  steam  bat- 
tery was  not  taken.  The  force  then  pushed  on 
to  Middleburgh  and  Bolivar,  and  attacked  both 
places,  but  found  them  too  strongly  defended  and 
garrisoned  to  succeed  in  taking  either  of  the 
points. 

When  the  command  turned  back  after  its  un- 
successful attack  upon  Bolivar  the  enemy  sent 
a  force  of  ten  thousand,  comprising  the  three 
branches  of  the  service,  out  after  Van  Dom,  and 
made  great  efforts  to  flank  and  cut  off  his  force; 
but  this  dashing  officer  was  too  wary  foe  thenu 
and  succeeded  in  returning  with  four  hundred 
head  of  captured  horses  and  mules,  laden  with 
spoils  taken  from  the  enemy. 

The  people  of  Tennessee  are  represented  as 
having  been  almost  frantic  with  joy  at  the  ap- 
pearance of  our  forces  once  more  upon  their  bor- 
ders. They  fed  our  soldiers  with  a  bountiful 
hand,  and  wept  for  joy.  **  Thank  God  you  have 
come  at  last  I"  one  and  all  exclaimed  Their 
hospitality  was  not  a  little  surprising  to  our  sol- 
diers, who  have  been  so  uniformly  swindled  and 
extorted  from  in  Mississippi  The  people  of  Ten- 
nessee had  been  induced  to  believe  that  General 
Grant's  headquarters  were  at  Jackson,  Miss.,  and 
that  our  whole  army  had  been  captured.  Judge, 
then,  of  their  surprise,  when  they  were  visited 
by  Van  Dom's  command. 

The  entire  number  of  prisoners  captured  and 
paroled  during  the  raid  is  two  thousand  one  hun- 
dred privates,  and  one  hundred  and  serene-fire 
commissioned  officers. 
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Doc.  80. 

AFFAIRS  AT  TRENTON  AND  HUBIBOLDT, 

TENNESSEE. 

COLONEL  JACOB  FRY'S  REPORT. 

BncToi  EiBBAcn,  Ma,  Janosry  17, 1868. 
Captain  Harris^  XsiUtant  Adjutant- General : 

I  HEREWITH  trmnsmit  a  report  of  the  raid  of 
General  Forrest,  of  the  rebel  army,  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  RailnMui,  and  the  attack  upon  Trenton 
and  Humboldt)  on  the  twentieth  of  December, 
1862. 

Some  eight  days  prerious  to  the  attack  I  re- 
oeiTed  a  telegraphic  despatch  from  Major-Qeneral 
Grant,  giving  information  from  Major -Gen.  Rose- 
crans,  that  Forrest  was  moving  with  his  force  to- 
ward the  Tennessee  River,  and  ordering  me  to 
be  on  the  look-ouL  I  immediately  despatched  a 
detarhment  of  the  Second  West-Tennessee  caval- 
ry to  look  after  the  enemy,  and  to  watch  his 
moTements.  I  also  prepared  this  place  for  de- 
fence, by  throwing  up  earthworks  and  digging 
rifle-pits,  on  an  elevation  completely  commanding 
the  depdt  and  other  public  property.  These 
were  completed  on  the  seventeenth,  in  a  most 
tKcure  manner,  of  suflQcient  capacity  to  hold  one 
thousand  five  hundred  men,  and  I  was  confident 
that  with  my  force  I  could  hold  it  against  For- 
rest's entire  command. 

On  the  fifteenth,  news  was  received  that  For- 
rest was  crossing  the  Tennessee  River  at  Clif- 
ton, immediately  east  of  Jackson.  CoL  Ingersoll, 
Chief  of  Cavalry  on  Gen.  Sullivan's  staff,  ordered 
Colonel  Hawkins,  of  the  Second  West-Tennessee 
caralry,  with  all  his  effective  men,  to  join  his 
ior(% — the  Eleventh  Illinois  and  three  hundred 
of  the  Fifth  Ohio  cavalry  —  at  Lexington.  The 
order  was  promptly  obeyed  by  Col.  Hawkins. 

On  the  seventeenth.  Colonel  IngersoU  met  the 
enemy  near  Lexington,  and,  after  a  very  sharp 
engagement,  was  repulsed,  with  a  loss  of  some 
men  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 

The  same  day.  General  Sullivan  telegraphed  to 
know  what  my  available  force  was  at  Trenton.  I 
replied  that  I  bad  about  five  hundred  available 
men,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery  —  not  more 
than  sufficient  to  hold  the  place,  if  attacked.  The 
next  morning  I  received  an  order  from  Gen.  Sul- 
livan for  the  whole  of  my  force  to  move  to  Jack- 
son, with  two  days*  rations  —  reserving  only  the 
convalescents  for  guard-duty ;  and  to  notify  the 
citizens  that  they  would  be  held  responsible  for 
any  damage  to  the  railroad  or  other  public  pro- 
perty ;  which  order  was  promptly  obeyed.  The 
last  of  ^e  troops  left  Trenton  on  Friday  morn- 
ing, the  nineteenth,  at  three  o^dock — a  portion 
having  had  to  wait  for  the  train  from  Union  City, 
with  troops,  also  ordered  from  that  place  to  Jack- 
son. 

As  the  troops  had  been  ordered  from  Trenton, 
I  was  compelled  to  abandon  my  rifle-pits,  and  to 
concentrate  what  force  I  had  at  the  d^pot  On 
Thursday  evening  and  Friday  morning  I  had  the 
depot  platfona —  some  one  hundred  and  fifty  by 
forty  feet  —  barricaded  with  cotton  bales  and 


other  stores,  and  armed  all  the  convalescents  that 
were  able  for  duty.  On  Friday  morning  I  learned 
that  a  wood-train  passing  Carroll  Station  was. 
fired  into  by  the  enemy  and  considerably  injured. 
During  the  day,  a  train  arrived  from  Columbus, 
and  remained  over  night,  having  on  board  some 
sixty  or  seventy  soldiers  returning  from  hospi- 
tals. These  I  also  armed.  On  Saturday  morn- 
ing the  train  was  ordered  to  Jackson,  leaving 
about  twenty  of  these  men,  representing  fifteen 
different  regiments. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  nineteenth,  Col.  Haw- 
kins returned  from  the  Lexington  fight,  and  re- 
ported that  he  did  not  see  more  than  eight  hun- 
dred of  the  enemy,  and  that  he  saw  no  artillery, 
except  the  two  pieces  taken  from  our  forces. 
This  news  gave  us  renewed  hopes.  Our  stock- 
ade was  secure  against  any  force  of  cavalry  or 
infantry,  unless  accompanied  by  artillery. 

Forrest's  demonstration  toward  Jackson,  with 
a  portion  of  his  force,  was  merely  a  feint  —  his 
main  object  being  Trenton  and  Humboldt,  and 
the  Memphis  and  Ohio  Railroad,  with  a  view  to 
cut  off  General  Grant's  supplies.  Learning  from 
my  scouts,  on  Friday  morning,  the  nineteenth, 
that  the  main  force  of  the  enemy  was  moving  to- 
ward Trenton,  I  telegraphed  Gen.  Davis,  at  Co- 
lumbus, to  send  me  reenforcements,  with  one 
battery  of  artillery,  if  possible,  as  I  expected  an 
attack  hourly. 

To  this  despatch  I  received  no  answer.  On 
the  arrival  of  the  train  at  noon,  I  learned  from 
ex-Governor  Wood,  of  Illinois,  that  when  he  left 
Columbus,  that  morning,  a  regiment  of  infantry 
was  disembarking.  I  again  telegraphed  to  Gen. 
Davis  for  reinforcement^  with  a  battery  of  artil- 
lery— stating  that  my  force  had  been  ordered  to 
Jackson,  and  that  I  had  nothing  left  but  conva- 
lescents. To  this  he  replied  that  he  had  no  men 
or  artillery  to  spare. 

On  Saturday  morning  I  learned  from  scouts 
that  Forrest  had  encamped  at  Spring  Creek  with 
his  entire  force.  I  telegraphed  this  fact  to  Gen. 
Sullivan.  General  Hayne,  then  in  command  at 
Jackson,  answered  that  Gen.  Sullivan  was  in  the 
field,  and  asked  the  distance  and  direction  to 
Spring  Creek.  I  answered  twenty  miles,  and 
that  the  enemy  would  approach  from  the  east 
The  wires  were  cut  soon  after,  and  I  had  no  fur- 
ther communication  with  Jackson. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  was  determined 
to  make  the  best  possible  defence,  and  collected 
the  convalescents,  stragglers,  fugitives,  and  other 
soldiers,  until  I  got  together  a  force  of  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  men.  This  was  the  condition 
of  things  up  to  noon  Saturday,  and  I  felt  confi- 
dent of  holding  the  place  against  every  force  ex- 
cept4irtillery.  Twenty-five  sharp-shooters,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant  Allender,  of  the  Second 
West-Tennessee  cavalry,  were  placed  on  a  brick 
building  across  the  street — the  top  of  which  was 
well  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  about  three  feet 
high.  A  squad  of  six  men  were  placed  in  a 
building  that  commanded  another  street,  to  fire 
from  the  windows.  All  officers  in  the  breastwork 
were  placed  in  positions  where  they  could  be 
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most  serviceable.  Scouts,  who  were  watching 
the  movement  and  approach  of  the  enemy,  re- 
ported them  within  a  few  miles,  and  that  they 
would  be  upon  us  soon.  At  about  three  o'clock 
they  made  their  appearance,  and  charged  our  po- 
sition in  two  columns.  When  within  one  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  sharp-shooters,  a  deadly  fire 
was  opened  on  them  from  the  advance  posts — ^the 
men  in  the  stockade  following  the  example.  In 
a  very  short  time  both  columns  were  repulsed, 
with  considerable  loss  in  killed  and  wounded. 
They  then  moved  rapidly  out  of  range  of  our 
guns,  to  the  right  and  left,  completely  surround- 
ing our  position — ^we  supposed  for  a  charge  on  all 
sides  at  once,  a  manoeuvre  for  which  we  were 
fully  prepared.  Instead  of  this,  they  planted  a 
battery  of  six  guns  on  an  elevated  position  south- 
east of  the  stockade — two  of  these  guns  were  in- 
side of  our  own  earthworks,  one  howitzer  on  the 
south-west  and  one  on  the  north — and  com- 
menced shelling  our  position.  Sixteen  shells 
were  fired,  one  passing  through  the  d6p6t  near 
a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  but  did  not  ex- 
plode. At  this  time  they  could  have  levelled  the 
stockade,  d6p6t,  and  all,  in  thirty  minutes,  and 
probably  killed  and  wounded  a  large  portion  of 
our  men,  while  we  could  have  done  them  tio 
damage,  being  armed  only  with  old  guns,  v^ith- 
out  bayonets,  and  therefore  unable  to  make  a 
charge. 

Seeing  that  we  were  completely  in  their  power, 
and  had  done  all  the  damage  to  them  we  could, 
I  called  a  council  of  officers.  They  were  unani- 
mous for  surrender.  Had  there  been  the  least 
chance,  or  had  the  cavalry  continued  the  fight, 
we  should  have  held  out,  but  as  we  could  do 
nothing,  it  was  deemed  prudent  to  surrender,  and 
save  the  lives  of  the  men.  The  question  of  sur- 
render was  one  of  time  only ;  they  would  have 
had  the  place  without  the  loss  of  another  man  in 
thirty  minutes. 

The  terms  of  the  surrender  were  unconditional ; 
but  General  Forrest  admitted  us  to  our  paroles, 
the  next  morning,  sending  the  Tennessee  troops 
immediately  home,  and  others  to  Columbus  un- 
der a  flag  of  truce. 

I  would  bear  testimony  to  the  efficiency  and 
bearing  of  the  following  officers  in  preparing  and 
conducting  the  defence:  Col.  Hawkins,  Second 
West-Tennessee  cavalry;  Major  Chapman,  *^ al- 
though very  much  out  of  health,^'  and  Captain 
Cowan,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second 
Illinois  infantry;  Capt  Hawkins,  Capt  Belew, 
Lieut  Allender,  Lieut  Hawkins,  and  Lieut  Rob- 
inson, of  the  Second  West-Tennessee  cavalry, 
Lieut  Goodspeed,  my  Adjutant,  and  especially 
Lieut  Hanford,  Post  Quartermaster  of  the  Fourth 
Illinois  cavalry ;  as  also  the  bravery  of  the  men ; 
and  I  can  assure  them  that  our  humiliation  was 
not  produced  from  a  want  of  vigilante  or  the  ne- 
cessary precaution  on  our  part,  but  from  causes 
entirely  out  of  our  control. 

Of  the  taking  of  Humboldt,  also  under  my 
command,  I  know  but  little ;  all  the  eflfective  men 
were  withdrawn  to  Jackson.  The  sick  and  con- 
valescents blew  up  and  burned  the  magazine,  and 


then  surrendered.  I  am  informed  that  at  the 
time  of  surrender  the  highest  officer  present  was 
a  corporal  of  the  Eighty-first  Illinois  in&ntry. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  from  the  best  informa- 
tion we  could  obtain  from  themselves,  was  seven- 
teen killed  and  fifty  wounded.  Our  loss  was  one 
man  killed,  a  private  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-second  Illinois  infantry — none  wounded. 

The  enemy  burned  the  d6p6t8  at  Trenton  and 
Humboldt,  and  all  the  stores  on  hand  that  they 
could  not  carry  away. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Jacob  Far, 

Oolood  OmrniMiwtlBg. 
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FIGHT  AT  DAVIS'S  MILLS,  MISS. 

COLONEL  MORGAN'S  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

HSADQCABTXIia  TWUTTT-FIFTH  RlGmKT  bWlSX  ) 
TOLCNTUBS,  DAVIS'B  MiLLS,  MISB.,      V 

I>ecember  S6, 1801       ) 

G<ipt.  A.  J,  BucTuman^  Ajmstant  Adfutan^Oen- 

eraly  District  of  Jaehsan : 

Captain  :  The  following  brief  report  of  the  en- 
gagement between  the  forces  of  my  command  sta- 
tioned at  this  place,  composed  of  parts  of  compan- 
ies A,  P,  D,  T,  C,  and  H,  of  the  Twenty-flflh  n^  . 
ment  Indiana  volunteer  infiintry,  with  companies 
B  and  M,  of  the  Fifth  Ohio  cavalry,  and  the  rebels, 
under  Major-General  Van  Dom,  on  Saturday,  the 
tweniy-first  inst,  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Information  that  a  large  rebel  force  was  moving 
northward  with  the  evident  intention  of  capturing 
or  otherwise  disposing  of  the  troops  left  as  a  guard 
along  the  line  of  the  Mississippi  Central  Railwaj, 
as  well  as  of  destroying  the  Government  stores 
and  the  road  at  various  points,  had  been  pre- 
viously received. 

I  at  once  set  to  work  to  erect  such  defences  sb 
in  my  opinion  would  best  protect  my  small  force 
from  injury  or  capture,  prevent  the  trestle-work 
at  this  pomt  from  being  destroyed,  and  at  the 
same  time  inflict  the  greatest  amount  of  damage 
upon  the  enemy. 

I  accordingly  took  possession  of  an  old  saw- 
mill, which  I  converted  into  a  block-house  by 
means  of  railroad  ties  and  cotton-bales.  This  is 
so  situated  as  to  command  the  entire  trestle-work 
and  the  wagon-road  leading  to  the  mill  from  the 
south,  crossing  Wolf  River  by  a  bridge^  distuit 
only  about  seventy  yards. 

In  this  block-house  I  placed  company  H,  of  the 
Twenty-fifth  Indiana,  with  a  sufficient  amoont  of 
anununition  and  bread  to  last  them  a  siege  of  at 
least  forty -eight  hours.  Our  work  here  was  coin- 
pleted  about  dark  Saturday  evening,  when  with 
one  half  of  my  command,  I  erected  an  earthwork 
around  the  base  of  a  mound,  distant  from  the 
bridge  over  Wolf  River  about  three  hundred  and 
fifty  yards,  and  in  such  a  direction  as  to  cover  the 
approach  to,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  block-house, 
afford  us  a  crossing  on  the  bridge.  Our  drde  waa 
completed  and  sufficiently  strong  for  an  ordinary 
engagement  by  eleven  p.m.  tho  same  night,  and 
was  then,  with  a  sufficient  amount  of  ammonitioii, 
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faken  possession  of  by  those  of  mj  men  who  had 
been  up  to  that  hour  resting  in  camp. 

At  four  o^clock  the  following  morning,  (Sunday 
the  twenty-first,)  idl  were  in  position  prepared  for 
an  attack,  but  the  enemy  failing  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, we  continued  our  labor  on  the  earth- 
work, and  were  in  this  manner  occupied  until 
about  noon. 

A  few  minutes  after  twelye  m.  my  pickets  were 
driren  in,  and  infortnation  was  received  to  the 
effect  that  the  enemy  (variously  estimated  at  from 
fire  to  ten  thousand)  was  approaching  from  the 
south.  The  infantry  were  at  once  ordered  into 
and  took  the  positions  assigned  them,  that  of  com- 
panies A,  F,  b,  I,  and  0,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  In- 
diana, being  in  the  fort  or  earthwork,  and  the  cav- 
alry (dismounted)  were  divided,  and  a  part,  under 
the  command  of  Capt  Henry,  company  M,  sent 
to  the  earthwork,  another  division  to  the  block- 
house as  a  reinforcement,  and  a  third  party  under 
Lieut  Slade  to  guard  the  approach  to  the  river 
about  one  fourth  of  a  mile  firom  and  to  the  west 
of  our  position.  This  disposition  of  my  forces  had 
scarcely  been  completed  when  the  rebels  (as  in- 
Duitiy  and  in  large  force)  made  their  appearance, 
formed  their  line  for  a  charge,  and  came  rapidly 
forward  with  a  loud  cheer,  evidently  expecting  to 
force  us  into  a  surrender  with  little  if  any  resist- 
ance on  our  part  Their  impetuosity  was  checked, 
however,  by  the  uneven  ground,  the  river,  and 
the  steady  and  destructive  fire  from  our  defences. 

For  a  time  their  ardor  appeared  to  have  dimin- 
ished, but  their  numbers  being  largely  increased, 
an  effort  was  made  to  force  a  passage  over  the 
bridge;  and  for  this  purpose  their  forces  were 
massed  and  a  desperate  attempt  made  to  secure 
a  footing  on  our  side,  but  aRer  a  most  obstinate 
attempt  on  their  part,  and  an  equally  determined 
resistance  on  ours  for  some  minutes*  duration, 
they  were  compelled  to  fall  back  with  consider- 
able I08&  During  this  time  their  forces  had  been 
gradually  and  rapidly  augmenting,  and  their  line 
extended  from  and  even  beyond  the  railroad  on 
their  left  to  a  distance  of  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  to  the  right,  from  which  they  poured  upon 
us  an  almost  continuous  shower  of  leaden  halL 
Efforts  were  also  made  at  several  points  to  effect 
a  crossing  over  the  river,  but  these  were  unsuc- 
cessful In  a  short  time  indications  of  a  second 
attempt  to  cross  the  bridge  were  apparent,  and 
deep  masses,  with  banners  fiying,  urged  on  by 
their  officers,  advanced  only  to  be  again  driven 
back  in  confusion  and  dismay.  The  firing  was 
bj  this  time  very  heavy  along  their  whole  line, 
and  concentrated  upon  our  little  earthwork  and 
block-house ;  but  nothing  daunted,  and  now  firm 
in  the  belief  that  we  could  hold  them  at  bay,  my 
gallant  little  band  poured  in  upon  them  volley  after 
ToUey  in  rapid  succession. 

Soon  a  third  and  similar  attempt  to  cross  was 
made,  but  met  with  a  like  defeat  A  few  of  thepo, 
however,  succeeded  in  crossing,  but  these  hastily 
took  refoge  under  the  bridge. 

After  a  most  incessant  finng  of  three  and  a  half 
hours'  duration  the  enemy  withdrew,  leaving  a 
part  of  their  dead  and  such  of  the  wounded  as 


they  were  unable  to  carry  off  the  field  in  our 
hands.  Those  who  had  shielded  themselves  under 
the  bridge,  not  being  able  to  make  their  escape 
with  the  main  fbrce,  exhibited  the  usual  token  of 
surrender,  and  were  ordered  to  and  took  shelter 
within  our  works.  Several  attempts  were  made 
to  fire  the  trestle-work  by  means  of  cotton-balls 
saturated  with  turpentine.  The  fire  from  the  block- 
house was  poured  in  upon  them  with  such  excel- 
lent precision  and  rapidity  that  they  were  compell- 
ed to  abandon  the  enterprise.  Some  few  shielded 
themselves  f^om  the  fire  by  means  of  the  trestle- 
work,  and  when  the  retreat  was  ordered  were 
unable  to  get  out  of  their  position  without  great 
danger,  and  very  wisely  hoisted  the  white  flag  and 
presented  themselves  as  prisoners. 

Shortly  after  the  retreat,  the  bearer  of  a  flag  of 
truce  appeared  with  a  verbal  message  from  the 
General  commanding,  desiring  to  know  if  a  sur- 
render on  our  part  was  in  contemplation  or  had 
been  decided  upon.  A  respectful  but  decided  ne- 
gative was  returned  in  reply.  I  am  firmly  im- 
pressed  with  the  belief  that  such  a  thought  had 
not  even  been  entertained  for  a  single  moment  by 
any  officer  or  private  of  my  command,  although 
the  enemy  far  outnumbered  us.  From  the  best 
information,  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  the  rebel  force 
was  not  much  less  than  six  thousand,  while  my 
force  numbered  only  two  hundred  in&ntry  and 
fifty  cavalry. 

With  such  discrepancies  it  cannot  but  be  said 
that  all  are  entitled  to  great  credit  for  their  gal- 
lant defence  on  that  day,  which  will  be  ever  bright 
in  the  memory  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana.  The 
enemy  left  in  our  hands  twenty-two  dead,  thirty 
wounded,  and  twenty  prisoners,  together  with  one 
hundred  stand  of  arms.  Thirty  wounded  were 
deposited  by  them  in  a  house  near  a  church,  about 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  to  the  rear.  These  were 
left  in  the  care  of  a  surgeon,  and  firom  him  I  learn 
that  between  two  and  three  hundred  wounded 
were  taken  off  in  ambulances  and  on  horseback. 

Our  loss  was  but  three  slightly  wounded  and 
none  killed. 

The  other  four  companies  of  the  Twenty-fifth 
Indiana  were  at  Lamar  and  along  the  line  of  the 
railroad,  under  the  command  of  Capt  E.  0.  Has- 
tings of  company  G.  His  line  extended  from  Cold 
Water  to  within  three  miles  south  of  this  point, 
and  was  there  joined  by  pickets  firom  here.  OJf 
these  last,  sixteen  men  were  captured  and  pa- 
roled, but  not  without  a  very  creditable  resist- 
ance. 

To  Major  Walker,  Adjutant  Walker,  and  Capt 
Larkin,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Indiana ;  Capt  Henry, 
company  M,  Sixth  Ohio  cavalry,  and  the  other 
officers  and  men  of  both  arms,  am  I  much  indebt- 
ed for  their  skill  and  the  assistance  rendered  me 
in  preparing  our  defences ;  but  to  single  out  parti- 
cular officers  and  men  as  being  more  worthy  of  an 
honorable  mention  than  others  who  were  present 
and  took  part  in  the  engagement  of  the  twenty- 
first  of  December,  1862,  would  certainly  be  doing 
an  injustice. 

Our  Senior  Assistant-Surgeon,  Dr.  C.  L.  Tho- 
mas, for  the  skill  displayed  and  the  kind  and  hu- 
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mane  treatment  rendered  the  enemy's  wounded, 
is  deserving^  of  mention. 

Each  and  every  one  did  his  duty,  and,  if  our 
defence  and  conduct  during  those  tr3'ing  hours 
meets  with  the  approval  of  our  General,  we  shall 
feel  that  we  have  received  our  reward. 

We  respectfully  ask,  however,  that  along  with 
the  names  of  "  Donelson,"  "  Shiloh,"  and  "  Meta- 
mora,''  **  Davis's  Mills "  may  he  inscrihed  upon 
our  hanner. 

I  am,  Captain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant,  Wm.  H.  Morgan, 

Oolonel  Twenty-flfth  IndUna  Volanteen. 
CINCIKNATI  "GAZETTE"  ACCOUNT. 

Datb*s  Milui,  Mifls.,  December  2T. 

This  place,  on  Sunday,  the  twenty-first  of  De- 
cember, was  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  animat- 
ed and  gallant  struggles  of  the  war. 

The  conflict  was  ^tween  CoL  William  H.  Mor- 
gan, of  the  Twenty  fifth  regiment  of  Indiana  vol- 
unteers, with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and 
Lieut-Gen.  Van  Dom,  with  thousands  of  rebel 
cavalry. 

Morgan  was  victorious ;  the  confident  and  high- 
ranking  Van  Dom  forced  to  retire  from  the  field, 
leaving  dead  and  wounded  and  some  prisoners 
behind. 

I  will  give  you  an  account  of  this  heroic  achieve- 
ment, in  which  the  resolute,  determined  bravery 
and  military  skill  displayed  by  Colonel  Morgan, 
stands  forth  in  striking  and  brilliant  contrast  to 
the  shameful  and  cowardly  conduct  of  the  Colonel 
commanding  at  Holly  Springs.  But,  in  order  to 
convey  a  correct  idea  of  the  achievement,  a  short 
description  of  the  field  willbe  necessary. 

Davis's  Mills  are  situated  on  Wolf  River,  six 
miles  south  of  Grand  Junction,  and  twenty  miles 
north  of  Holly  Springs.  Wolf  River  is  a  narrow 
but  deep  stream,  bounded  on  either  side  by  wide 
cypress  swamps,  into  which,  at  rare  intervals,  the 
elevated  land  extends  to  the  main  stream,  thus  af- 
fording natural  advantages  for  roads,  bridges,  mill- 
sites,  etc.  At  one  of  these  points,  and  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  is  the  site  of  Davis's  Mills. 

Here  also  the  railroad  and  wagon-road  cross 
the  river,  the  former  on  a  trestle  structure  about 
three  hundred  yards  in  length ;  the  latter  on  a 
bridge  built  upon  the  mill-dam,  in  fact  the  bridge 
is  the  dam,  formed  of  logs  and  earth,  with  a  waste- 
way  in  the  middle,  and  is  fifty  yards  in  length. 

The  bridges  are  near  one  hundred  and  sixty 
yards  apart,  and  between  them  are  two  mills,  a 
saw-mill  and  a  flouring-mill. 

The  ground  on  the  west  side  of  the  stream,  for 
an  extent  of  half  a  mile,  is  low  and  thickly  wood- 
ed on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  rods  near  the  bridge. 

On  the  east  side,  is  a  large  corn-field,  which 
rises  very  gradually  for  a  distance  of  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  river,  where  it  again  declines 
toward  the  east,  thus  forming  a  low  ridge.  On 
the  top  of  this  ridge,  and  exactly  &cing  the  road 
bridge,  is  a  most  beautiful  and  symmetrical  In- 
dian mound,  with  a  circumference  at  its  base  of 
one  hundred  yards,  and  an  altitude  of  twenty  feet 


On  Saturday  morning,  December  twentieth, 
word  reached  here,  that  Van  Dom,  with  ■  force 
of  seven  thousand  cavalry,  had  made  a  dash  on 
Holly  Springs,  capturing  the  entire  infantry  force 
at  that  place,  numt>ering  about  one  thousand  fire 
hundred  men,  and  burning  the  Government  stores. 

When  Col.  MoT^n  heard  this  news  he  felt  con- 
fident that  if  Van  Dorn  moved  further  north,  this 
would  be  the  next  point  of  ^attack,  and  notwith- 
standing the  smallness  of  bis  force,  he  detomined 
to  defend  the  post  to  the  last  extremity. 

His  whole  available  force  consisted  of  two  hun- 
dred of  his  own  men,  and  companies  B  and  M, 
Captains  Traunstine  and  Henry,  of  the  Fifth  Ohio 
cavalry.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  posi- 
tion. Col.  Morgan  determined  to  dispute  the  pM- 
sage  of  the  road  bridge,  and  defend  the  nilrotd 
bridge  from  two  points,  the  saw-mill  and  the  In- 
dian mound.  The  saw-mill  is  distant  about  eighty 
yards  from  either  bridge,  and  so  situated  as  to 
command  both  by  a  diagonal  fire. 

This  was,  on  Saturday  afternoon,  converted  into 
a  block-house,  by  means  of  two  rows  of  cotton 
bales,  one  upon  the  other,  placed  in  the  ends, 
while  the  sides  were  walled  up  with  bridge  tim- 
ber. And  on  Saturday  night  a  breastwork  of 
earth,  about  three  feet  in  height,  was  thrown  up 
around  the  base  of  the  mound,  and  the  arrange- 
ments were  complete,  as  far  as  time  would  allow, 
for  giving  Van  Dorn  a  warm  and  gallant  recep- 
tion, such  an  one  as  his  high  rank  justly  entitled 
him. 

There  were  two  reasons  for  expecting  a  fight 
on  the  twenty-first  In  the  first  place,  the  enemy 
would  by  then  have  had  time  enough  to  complete 
his  work  at  Holly  Spring  and  reach  this  point 
And  in  the  second  place,  it  would  be  the  Sabbath- 
day,  Accordingly  on  Sunday  morning  Od.  Morgan 
sent  out  cavalry  scouts,  under  command  of  Capt 
Traunstme,  and  Lieutenant  Slade,  Fifth  Ohio  car- 
airy,  on  the  two  roads  leading  to  Holly  Springs 
who  were  to  act  as  committees  of  reception  and 
herald  the  coming,  should  they  meet  the  valiant 
knight  of  the  C.  S.  A. 

SufiScient  ammunition  and  provision  to  stand  a 
siege  of  twenty-four  hours  was  placed  in  the  little 
forts ;  the  Indian  mound,  soon  perhaps  to  be  bap- 
tized in  blood,  christened  by  the  men  Fort  Mor- 
gan, and  the  saw-mill,  the  redan.  The  small  band 
of  determined  men,  ready  to  take  the  pUices  as- 
signed them,  company  H,  Twenty-fifth  Indiana, 
with  a  few  dismounted  cavalry-men,  the  redan ; 
the  remainder.  Fort  Morgan.  I  shall  use  the  terms 
Fort  Morgan  and  redan  m  this  letter  merely  as  a 
matter  of  convenience. 

Thus  we  remained,  expectant,  until  half-pa$t 
twelve  o'clock  p.m.,  when  two  heralds  in  quid: 
succession  dashed  up  to  the  Colonel's  tent,  and 
reported  that  Lieutenant  Slade  had  met  the  ene- 
my and  been  driven  into  the  picket-lines,  and  that 
the  rebels  were  dismounting,  and  forming  in  line 
of  battle  by  thousands,  on  a  lai^ge  plantation  about 
a  mile  from  the  river.  The  men,  eager  for  the 
conflict,  were  soon  at  their  posts  ^^  ^^  ^°^' 
mand  to  reserve  fire  till  the  rebels  reached  the 
bridge.     In  a  short  time  the  pickets  were  drireo 
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in  by  the  advancing  enemy,  who  came  down  the 
road  and  through  the  woods  in  line  of  battle,  with 
banners  flying,  and  making  the  forest  ring  with 
Uieir  loud  and  confident  cheers.  When  they  came 
In  sight  of  the  bridge,  and  evidently  not  observing 
the  yet  quiet  redan,  they  started  on  double-quick, 
reached  the  river  and  the  bridge,  with  thundering 
tread  of  thousands,  when,  in  the  twinkling  of  an 
eye,  from  either  fort  there  went  up  a  cloud  of 
smoke,  and  that  living,  moving  mass  was  hurled 
back  upon  itself,  as  if  by  the  invisible  hand  that 
created  it,  and  the  moans  of  the  wounded  and 
dying  mingled  with  the  terrible  roar  that  follow- 
ed the  smoky  cloud  above.  It  required  but  a 
short  time  for  them  to  recover  from  their  surprise 
and  oonfusioa,  when  on  they  rushed  again,  with 
determined  and  obstinate  bravery,  but  the  deadly 
shower  of  leaden  hul,  that  fell  upon  them  from 
the  concentrated  fire  of  both  forts,  again  sent 
them  reeling  and  staggering  back,  some  of  the 
voanded  falling  into  the  river,  the  dead  stretched 
upon  the  bridge.  All  this  time  a  constant  fire 
iroro  thousands  of  rebels  along  the  river  and  be- 
hind the  levee  of  the  dam  was  directed  against 
our  positions,  to  which  our  men  as  constantly 
Rplied. 

Soon  they  formed  again,  and  urged  on  by  their 
officers,  and  goaded  to  madness  by  their  former 
disA.stroas  failure,  they  once  more  sprang  for  the 
bridge,  yelling  like  Indians,  and  once  more  that 
concentrated  fire  from  two  hundred  guns  swept 
them  back.  And  thus  the  contest  raged  till  four 
PH.,  vhen  the  enemy  retired,  leaving  twenty  dead, 
twenty^ight  very  badly  wounded,  and  twenty 
prisoners. 

Some  attempts  were  made  to  cross  on  the  rail- 
road bridge,  but  were  speedily  abandoned.  An 
attempt  was  also  made  at  a  point  a  half-mile  low- 
er down,  where  a  bridge  had  been  torn  up  the 
night  before,  by  order  of  Col.  Moipin.  But  here 
also  they  were  doomed  to  disappointment,  for 
there  they  met  Lieut  Slade  of  the  Fifth  Ohio 
cavalry,  with  a  squad  of  his  men,  who  had  been 
ordercxi  by  GoL  Morgan  to  that  pointy  early  in  the 
fight 

A  few  shots  from  the  new  carbines  of  the  Fifth 
Ohio  boys,  convinced  them  that  there  was  no  fun 
S^ing  on  in  that  particular  locality,  or  at  least,  if 
^li«w  was,  their  chances  for  seeing  it  were  very 
SQttl^  and  every  moment  grew  alarmingly  less ; 
80  they  beat  a  hasty  retreat,  and  we  saw  no  more 
of  Van  Dom,  with  his  seven  thousand  (minus 
sixty-eight)  followers.  * 

I)uring  the  successive  attempts  to  cross  the 
)>ridge,  a  few  of  the  more  determined  succeeded 
in  gaining  our  side  of  the  river.  Among  these 
^as  a  color-bearer,  whose  sublime  indifference  to 
every  thing  but  the  faithful  performance  of  his 
doty  elicited  the  admiration  of  the  brave  men 
whose  duty  it  was  to  slay  him.  He  fell  beneath 
his  flag— ihat  accursed  fiag  of  treason — his  head 
pierced  with  two  balls. 

Fort  Morgan  presented  a  scene  during  the  fight 
acver  witnessed  but  once  in  a  lifetime.  It  is  but 
ttint  praise  to  say  that  every  man  did  his  duty ; 
V}d  if  I  say  that  every  man  did  the  work  of  two, 


I  only  multiply  words,  and  utterly  fail  to  convey 
an  adequate  conception  of  the  bravery  and  deter- 
mination of  every  man  in  the  fort  Those  who 
were  not  engaged  with  guns  carried  cartridges  to 
those  who  were,  breaking  open  box  after  box  with 
picks  and  axes,  until  Col.  Morgan  feared  the  sup- 
ply might  not  be  sufficient,  and  sent  for  more. 

Some  of  the  men  took  positions  on  top  of  the 
mound  and  acted  as  sharp-shooters ;  and,  strange 
to  say,  not  a  man  in  the  foil  was  hurt 

There  we  stood — 

Woondlets  and  well,  mmy  Heftren^i  high  name  be  bleesed  IbrH, 
Ai  ent,  ere  treaion  raised  a  hfod  againat  oi. 

It  would  be  but  a  rep^tion  of  the  above,  were 
I  to  speak  of  the  conduct  ^f  the  men  in  the  redan. 
Much  nearer  the  enemy,  they  received  a  large 
share  of  his  attention,  and  three  of  them  were 
slightly  wounded. 

General  Hamilton  remarked,  while  speaking  of 
the  fight  a  few  days  ago,  that :  *'  The  Twenty-fifth 
Indiana  was  not  only  an  honor  to  its  commander, 
but  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  and  the  whole  army ; 
and  that  had  it  not  been  for  the  victory  of  Davis^s 
Mills,  both  Lagrange  and  Grand  Junction  would 
have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.*' 

And  General  Grant's  father,  now  at  Lagrange, 
remarked  that  General  Grant  said :  **  The  fight  at 
Davis's  Mills  was  the  most  brilliant  of  the  war." 

Colonel  Morgan  deserves  the  highest  praise,  not 
only  for  standing  his  ground,  and  successfully 
defending  the  position,  but  also  for  the  skilful 
manner  in  which  he  did  it  The  determination 
to  resist  the  triumphant  advance  of  seven  thou- 
sand men,  with  so  small  a  force,  may  well  be 
styled  the  climax  of  bravery.  But  when  it  is 
known  that  Col.  Moipin  not  only  determined  to 
hold  his  ground,  but  actually  did  hold  it,  defeat- 
ing the  enemy,  and  had  so  formed  his  plans  and 
arranged  his  defences,  and  with  so  little  time,  as 
not  to  lose  a  man,  it  should  entitle  him  to  a  high 
rank  among  the  true  military  men  of  the  army. 

Most  commanders  are  brave;  not  all  show 
method  in  their  bravery. 

After  leaving  Holly  Springs,  Van  Dorn's  raid 
was  a  disastrous  failure.  After  his  defeat,  he 
crossed  Wolf  River,  ten  miles  west  of  La  Grange, 
took  a  look  at  Bolivar,  broke  out  of  our  lines  at 
Middleburg,  and  was  gone,  with  our  cavalry  after 
him.        Yours,  respectfully,  C.  L.  T. 


Doc.  82. 


SKIRMISH  ON  THE  TALLAHATCHIE.* 

Gamp  Fnar  Kaxsas  Ihpahtrt,     ) 
Nbab  Abbktilu,  Mias.,  December  16, 1868.  \ 

Editort  Minauri  Democrat: 

It  is  with  regret  that  we  feel  called  upon  to  make 
this  communication.  We  are  not  in  the  habit  of 
faultrfinding,  but  we  feel  that  it  is  but  justice  to 
a  brave  and  noble  officer,  and  the  men  under  his 
command,  that  the  glaring  and  seemingly  wilful 
mistakes  of  your  correspondent,  W.  L.  F.,  should 
be  contradicted.  That  he  is  mistaken  in  his  ac- 
count of  the  skirmish  north  of  the  Tallahatchie  on 

•  See  **  Adranee  on  HoUy  Springs,  IUm.,*'  page  214  onlfi 
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Kovember  thirtieth,  every  man  and  officer  of  the 
left  wing  ought  to  know,  and  how  he,  as  the  me- 
dium between  the  army,  the  press,  and  the  peo- 
ple, can  allow  himself  to  state  so  palpable  a  &lse- 
hood,  (he  that  should  be  the  most  correct  of  the 
correctly  informed,)  is  beyond  our  comprehension. 
The  facts  are  these :  On  tiie  morning  of  the 
thirtieth.  Colonel  Deitzler,  Colonel  First  Kansas 
infantry,  commanding  the  First  brigade  of  McAr- 
thur*s  division,  was  qadered  to  take  four  regiments 
of  infantry,  the  FirflVKansas,  Eleventh  Illinois, 
Thirty-ninth  and  Twenty-seventh  Ohio,  and,  as- 
sisted by  CoL  Lee  with  thf  Seventh  Kansas,  Third 
Michigan,  and  Fourth  Dlmois  cavalry,  make  a  re- 
connoissance  of  the  eipkny's  position.  The  men 
were  ordered  to  take  three  days*  rations,  General 
Hamilton  supposing  it  would  take  at  least  two 
days  to  accomplish  the  object  of  the  movement 
The  battery  consisted  of  fbur  ten-pounder  Parrott 
guns,  and  was  worked  under  the  immediate  su- 

Eervision  of  Colonel  Deitzler.  About  half-way 
etween  our  camp  and  the  enemy,  something  over 
four  miles  from  each,  we  encountered  the  enemy's 
cavalry  and  a  battery  of  artillexy,  when  our  line 
was  formed  with  the  battery  in  the  road,  the  Elev- 
enth Illinois  supporting  on  theright,  and  the  First 
Kansas  on  the  left ;  the  Ohio  regiments  were  there, 
but  were  not  brought  into  line  during  the  fight 
At  one  o'clock  p.m.,  we  had  driven  the  enemy 
back  within  their  works,  occupied  the  hills  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  within  one  mile  and  a  half 
of  their  forts,  and  within  plain  sight  and  range  of 
their  works.  Our  force  lay  in  that  position  for 
near  two  hours,  until  observations  were  completed, 
and  then  returned  to  their  camp  at  Lumpkins's 
Mills  without  molestation  by  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Lee  did  good  service  with  his  cavalry,  but  did  not 
command  the  expedition.  The  Ohio  regiments 
would  doubtless  have  done  good  service  if  they 
had  been  called  upon,  but  they  were  not,  and  only 
marched  out  and  back  without  so  much  as  form- 
ing a  line.  The  only  injury  done  to  any  of  our 
artillery  was  the  breaking  of  an  axletreeof  a  lim- 
ber-box belonging  to  one  of  the  guns,  by  rushing 
against  a  tree. 

By  inserting  this  you  will  be  "  honoring  those 
to  whom  honor  is  due,"  and  much  oblige,  yours 
respectfully, 

N.  W.  Spiceb, 

Oaptaln,  Co.  D,  Flnt  Kanias  Volonteen. 

J.  W.  Staw, 

Flnt  Lleaienant,  Co.  D,  Vini  Kanus  Yolnnteers. 

Milton  Kennedy, 

Second  lieateiuuit,  Ca  D,  First  Kadms  Volunteers. 

H.  M.  Howard, 

First  Uentenant,  Co.  H,  First  Kansas  Infentry. 

Doc.  88. 
THE  FIGHT  AT  HARTSVILLE,  TENN.  ♦ 

LETTER  FROM  COLONEL  A.  R  MOORE, 

LUBT  PRBOH,   RlCHMOKD,  Vft.,  ) 

January  29, 1808.     f 

Friend  H.  :  Of  course  you  are  aware  that  I  am 
a  prisoner  of  war,  and  am  now  confined  in  a  room 
seyenty-three  by  forty-three,  with  one  hundred 

*  See  ]>oc.  60,  page  287,  anU, 


and  twenty-five  men,  composed  of  officers,  citi- 
zens, sutlers,  thieves,  deserters,  highwaymen  tod 
robbers,  all  thrown  together  promiscuously,  and 
^ou  can  fancy  what  a  comfortable  position  I  am 
m.  We  are  full  of  vermin  ;  if  we  did  not  slaughter 
them  wholesale,  every  morning,  we  should  soon 
be  eaten  up  alive.  As  I  assure  you,  that  these 
filthy  creepers  and  confederate  money  are  the  onJj 
two  things  abundant  in  Dixie.  It  is  useless  for 
me  to  write  about  our  living,  etc.,  in  Uiis place;  I 
must  reserve  that  until  I  see  you,  for  I  indulge 
the  hope  that  I  shall  get  out  of  Uiis  place  by  and 
by,  but  when  I  cannot  say.  I  purchase  the  South- 
em  papers,  and  from  the  Northern  extrMts  cod- 
tained  in  them,  I  infer  that  the  secessionists  and 
cowards  of  the  North  contemplate  working  a  com- 
promise. If  they  only  knew  how  their  ezertioDS 
lor  such  things  are  ridiculed  by  the  Southern 
press,  they  would  renounce  and  abandon  the  idea 
mstanter.  I  see  by  the  resolutions  of  those  peace 
men,  if  they  are  correctly  printed  here,  that  they 
find  great  &ult  about  putting  Northern  dtixens  in 
confinement  for  disloyalty,  and  call  upon  the  Ad- 
ministration to  cease  such  things;  but  I  find 
nothing  in  those  resolutions  condemning  the  same 
things  in  the  South.  There  are  citizens  in  prison 
here,  and  have  been  here  month  after  month,  sim- 
ply because  they  are  not  loyal  to  the  contfaievaracy. 
They  should  denounce  Old  Abe  for  that  also. 

No  man  in  the  South  dare  speaK  against  the 
rebel  government  If  he  does,  confinement  is  his 
doom.  There  are  men  in  this  prison  who  are  here 
for  being  alien  enemies — having  the  misfortune  to 
have  been  born  in  Maine.  BuUy  for  Jeff  He 
confines  a  man,  if  he  don^t  happen  to  be  bom  in 
the  right  spot  How  much  more  then  will  he  pat 
one  in  the  jug,  if  he  speaks  disrespectfully  of  his 
unrighteous  dictatorship.  Talk  about  settling 
with  such  men  by  proposing  peace !  It  is  non- 
sense. There  was  once  a  negro  very  ill,  and  ahout 
to  die.  His  minister  called  to  see  him  and  told 
him  he  must  forgive  all  his  enemies  before  he  died. 
The  negro  hated  one  of  his  brethren  heartily,  and 
he  would  not  consent  to  foigive  him  for  his  many 
acts  of  meanness  toward  him.  The  minister  tdd 
him  he  must  do  it  Whereupon  the  sick  negro 
compromised  as  follows:  ^^  If  I  dies,  I  foigive  tbst 
nigga ;  but  if  I  get  well,  that  nigga  must  take  car." 
This  is  just  my  feeling  toward  the  Confederacy, 
and  all  enemies  to  the  old  flag ;  and  that  should 
be  the  feeling  of  every  num  in  the  North.  Carry 
on  the  war,  sustain  the  Administration,  and  the 
miserable  scorpion  will  soon  be  trying  to  swaUov 
its  own  head.  I  am  as  much  in  fiivor  of  peace  is 
any  man  living,  but  the  proposition  must  first 
come  from  the  rebels,  and  then  if  peace  is  erer 
established,  the  honor  of  our  beloved  Government 
and  oountr^  must  be  unimpaired,  and  the  rebels 
must  submit  to  be  governed  by  Unde  Sam ;  and 
take  the  consequences  of  such  legislation  as  may 
be  enacted  by  the  loyal  people  to  suit  their  case. 

Now,  a  word  m  reference  to  the  fight  at  Harts- 
ville,  where  I  and  my  whole  force  were  o4)ture<l 
I  had  been  in  command  of  the  Thirty-ninth  bri- 
gade but  a  few  days  before  the  fight,  having  sa^ 
ceeded  CoL  Scott,  of  the  Nineteenth  Illinois,  who 
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giTe  up  the  command  and  returned  to  his  regi- 
ment   I  had  in  my  brigade  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Illinois,  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  and 
One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio,  about  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  of  the  Second  Indiana  cavalry, 
ODe  company  of  the  Eleyenth  Kentucky  cay  airy, 
and  a  section  of  Nicklin*s  Indiana  battery.     I  had 
my  pickets  and  yidettes  well  thrown  out,  and  kept 
the  country  well  scouted  for  miles  around  eyery 
day.    My  scouts  reported  to  me  that  Lebanon, 
TiauL,  was  picketed  by  the  rebels  fifteen  miles 
from  Hartsyille.     On  the  eyening  of  December 
sixth,  John  Morgan,  with  his  whole  cayabry  force 
of  o?er  four  thousand,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
and  two  regiments  of  infantry,  (the  Seyenth  and 
Ninth  Kentucky,)  and  Cobb*s  battery,  started  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  eight  miles  from  Lebanon, 
vith  the  infiuitry  mounted  behind  his  cayalry,  and 
marched  twenty-fiye  miles  that  night,  crossing 
the  Comberland  Riyer,  fiye  miles  below  my  camp, 
cut  off  my  yidettes  and  pushed  on  for  Hartsyilla 
Mj  pickets  gaye  the  alarm  in  time  for  me  to  haye 
my  men  in  proper  line  to  receiye  them.     I  com- 
menced the  attack  upon  the  enemy,  and  fought 
him  for  one  and  a  half  hours.    The  fight,  wUile 
it  lasted,  was  yery  seyere.    The  One  Hundred  and 
Fourth  Illinois  infantry  and  the  Second  Indiana 
cayalry  fought  nobly ;  but  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  Ohio,  led  by  their  Colonel,  behayed  most 
shamefully  and  cowardly.     I  did  my  utmost  to 
rally  tiiem,  and  also  called  upon  Colonel  Stewart, 
of  the  Second  Indiana  cayalry,  to  aid  me  in  rally- 
ing them.   But  it  was  unayailing.    They  ran,  with 
their  Colonel,  at  their  head,  and  were  soon  cap- 
tured.   The  One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Ohio  did 
much  better  than  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixthu 
Indeed,  I  haye  no  particular  fault  to  find  with  the 
One  Hundred  ajid  Eighth,  as  it  did  not  haye  a 
angle  field-officer  in  the  regiment     Capts.  Phe- 
pho  and  Kiielder  did  good  seryice. 

The  company  of  Kentucky  cayalry  also  did 
nobly.  The  section  of  artillery  also  performed 
good  execution.  After  the  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  had  deserted  their  position  without  orders, 
it  left  the  guns  without  any  support  on  the  right 
1  ordered  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  to  hold 
the  rebels  in  check  until  I  placed  the  cannon  in 
another  position.  They  did  sa  I  then  ordered 
them  to  fiill  back,  for  tiie  reason  that  they  were 
fluked  on  the  right  by  the  rebels.  They  fell 
^k  in  good  order,  with  a  portion  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eighth  accompanying  them.  By 
thifl  time  we  were  completely  surrounded.  My 
gunners  were  either  killed  or  wounded,  no  pros- 
P^  of  receiying  reenforcements,  and  part  of  my 
command  basely  deserting  me,  I  was  forced  to 
surrender,  to  preyent  any  further  slaughter,  as  it 
was  entirely  useless  to  make  further  resistance, 
heing  hemmed  in  on  all  sides,  by  an  oyerwhelm- 
ing  force  of  fiye  or  six  to  one.  Capt  William  G. 
(jholson,  my  Adjutant-General,  trying  in  a  gal- 
Unt  manner  to  rally  the  Onp  Hundred  and  Sixth 
Ohio  to  perform  their  duty,  fell  by  my  side, 
pierced  through  the  head  by  a  Minie  bullet 
Lieutenant  M.  Randolph  of  the  One  Hundred  and 


Fourth  was  also  killed,  a  most  excellent,  braye, 
and  patriotic  man.     Lieut -Colonel  Stewart  and 
Major  Hill,  of  the  Second  Indiana  cavalry,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Hapman  and  Major  Widmer,  and  every 
officer  In  these  regiments,  and  also  every  man, 
acted  well  their  parts,  and  all  deserve  the  appel- 
lation of  heroes.     Capt  Slater  of  the  Eleventh 
Kentucky  cavalry  did  nobly,  and  Lieut  Green 
of  the  battery,  and  all  in  his  command,  while 
they  had  opportunity,  did  good  execution.  Lieut 
J.  Dewald,  my  Aid-de-Camp,  was  with  me  in  the 
most  dangerous  parts  of  the  field,  and  did  me 
much  service,  by  the  prompt  and  faithful  deliv- 
ery of  orders.     If  ever  I  experienced  a  sensation 
of  mortification,  it  was  the  moment  when  I  was 
compelled,  upon  consultation  with  some  of  my 
officers,  to  surrender  those  brave  men,  who  had 
held  at  bay  a  force  of  rebels  for  one  and  a  half 
hours,  five  times  their  number.     I  indulged  the 
hope  that  reenforcements  would  come,   but  wo 
were  all  disappointed.     There  were  two  brigades 
of  infantry  within  eight  miles  of  us,  and  they 
could  hear  the  reports  of  the  cannonading,  but 
never  came  to  our  relief  until  too  late.     Why  it 
was  so,  I  cannot  tell.     I  was  thrown  out  on  the 
extreme  left  with  a  small  force,  liable  to  be  at- 
tacked, and  no  arrangements  made  to  render  me 
relief.     From  the  tune  the  fight  commenced,  and 
we  were  marched  away  from  camp,  it  was  nearly 
three  hours,  and  no  reenforcements.     It  was  too 
bad.     If  they  had  started  when  the  first  cannon 
sounded,  they  could  have  reached  us,  and  saved 
us.     The  force  of  the  rebels  was  six  regiments 
of  cavalry,  who  dismounted  and  fought  as  infan- 
try ;  also,  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  four- 
teen pieces  of  artillery,  making  in  the  aggregate 
about  five  thousand  men.     My  force  consisted  of 
about  four  hundred  and  fifty  men  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth,  three  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixth,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighth,  and  two 
hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  and  two  cannon.     My 
whole  force  in  the  fight  was  about  one  thousand 
two  hundred,  but  no  more.    I  had  sent  the  day 
before  to  Gallatin,  as  an  escort  to  our  provision 
train,  three  companies  of  infantry,  one  company 
of  cavalry,  and  twenty-five  men  as  mounted  in- 
fantry, being  about  two  hundred  men  that  were 
not  in  the  fight     There  was  also  one  company 
of  infantry  in  the  dty  of  Hartsvillcj.  acting  as 
provosUguard,  that  were  not  in  the  fight.    I  am 
astonished  that  with  my  little  force^  we  held  out 
as  long  as  we  did.     The  rebel  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  was  about  four  hundred-    They  hauled 
them  away  by  the  wagon-load,  but  far  fear  that 
reenforcements  might  come  to*  me,,  they  were 
compelled  to  l^ve  many  of  their  dead    and 
wounded  on  the  field.    What  my  loss  was,  I  can- 
not tell,  as  I  have  had  no  opportunity  to  find 
out     If  I  had  had  two  more  such  raiments  as 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois,  I  could 
have  cut  my  way  out,  and  could  anj  way,  if  the 
One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Ohio  had  stood  up 
brayely. 
There  is  not  an  officer  in  my  comButnd  held  as 
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a  prisoner  of  war,  but  what  will  corroborate  the 
brief  statement  I  here  make  of  our  fight  at  Harts- 
ville. 

Upon  my  return,  I  shall  prefer  charges  against 
Col.  Taffle,  of  the  Sixth  Ohio,  for  cowardice,  and 
every  officer  here  will  sustain  me  in  it  So  con- 
scious was  Morgan  himself  that  Taffle  was  a  cow- 
ard, he  paroled  him,  and  sent  him  home  as  he 
would  a  private. 

I-  have  seen  some  extracts  taken  from  Northern 
papers,  condemning  me  for  surrendering.  They 
know  nothing  about  it,  and  should  at  least  with- 
hold censure  until  they  can  get  all  the  evidence 
In  the  case.  The  Louisville  Journal  notifies  its 
readers  that  I  made  a  speech  in  front  of  the  Gait 
House,  in  Louisville,  in  which  I  said  I  wanted  to 
find  Morgan.  This  is  false  in  every  respect  I 
never  made  a  speech  in  Louisville  of  any  kind. 
I  never  saw  either  editors  of  the  Journal^  to  my 
knowledge ;  nor  do  I  think  that  they  ever  saw 
me.  I  think  Mr.  Prentice  will  retract  what  he 
has  published,  for  I  do  assure  you  he  is  entirely 
mistaken.  I  have  always  been  at  my  post,  and 
to  this  General  Dumont  will  certainly  testify.  I 
have  not  been  long  in  the  service,  and  do  not 
make  any  pretensions  as  a  military  man,  and 
never  did ;  but  since  being  in  the  army  I  have 
tried  to  do  my  duty,  and  I  have  never  disobeyed 
an  order. 

I  have  been  told  by  some  of  the  Federal  sol- 
diers captured  at  Murfreesboro,  that  it  was  report- 
ed that  a  negro  had  came  to  my  lines  and  noti- 
fied me  that  the  rebels  were  coming  to  attack  me 
that  night  That  is  also  untrue.  Nothing  of  the 
kind  was  communicated  to  me  in  any  way  what- 
ever. If  it  was  told  to  any  of  my  pickets,  it 
never  reached  me ;  others  say  it  was  a  surprise. 
If  it  was  a  surprise,  I  was  r^ftdy  for  them,  and 
commenced  the  fight  The  only  surprise  was 
the  overwhelming  force  which  was  brought 
against  us.  Yet,  I  would  have  fought  them  to 
the  last  had  there  been  one  hundreid  thousand. 
Morgan  said  I  was  isolated  from  the  main  army, 
and  he  brought  the  overwhelming  force,  so  as  to 
take  me  before  reenforcements  would  reach  me, 
and  that  he  intended  to  take  me  without  a  fight 

I  desire  to  try  the  rebels  again,  when  I  get  re- 
leased, and  I  want  no  better  men  than  the  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth.  God  bless  them  all  t  All 
the  officers  taken  at  Murfreesboro  and  Hartsville 
are  in  prison  at  Atlanta,  except  myself  and  A.  D. 
C.  Lieut  J.  Dewald,  who  are  in  Libby  Prison  in 
Richmond,  having  been  taken  from  Atlanta  and 
sent  here  for  exchange. 

Your  old  friend,  A.  B.  Moobb, 

OoloDel  Commaadlng  the  Thirty-ninth  Brigade,  Army  of  the 
Cumberland. 


Doc.  84. 
GOVERNOR  SHORTER'S  APPEAL 

TO  THE  PBOPLE   OF  ALABAMA. 

ExiornTB  DiFAmmrr,        ) 
MOVTOOMKBT,  Ala.,  Dec.  22, 1862.  ) 

In  view  of  the  anticipated  effect  of  the  con- 
script law  upon  the  militia  system  of  the  State, 


on  the  twelfth  day  of  May  last,  I  invited  the  able- 
bodied  men  of  Alabama,  not  subject  to  conscnp- 
tion,  to  form  volunteer  companies.  That  invita- 
tion did  not  receive  the  attention  it  merited.  The 
Legislature  has  adopted  no  law  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  militia  organization  of  the  State.  Tbo 
impaired  condition  of  that  system  leaves  no  means 
of  making  the  remaining  military  strength  of  the 
State  available  for  its  protection  and  defence  ex- 
cept by  the  formation  of  volunteer  companies. 

The  State  is  now  threatened  from  several  direc- 
tions. Our  unscrupulous  foe  has  collected  all  his 
resources  for  one  stupendous  .effort  to  subjugate 
and  enslave  us.  He  can  never  repeat  the  effort 
He  makes  it  the  crisis  of  his  cause.  If  foiled  iu 
this  last  desperate  struggle,  exhausted  and  dis- 
spirited,  he. must  yield  the  contest  Our  brave 
people  may  congratulate  themselves  upon  the  op- 
portunity to  hasten  the  achievement  of  peace  and 
independence,  by  an  exhibition  of  fortitude  and 
courage  necesfsary  to  defeat  the  enemy  in  this 
last  great  and  convulsive  effort  The  ultimate 
triumph  of  our  glorious  cause  is  now  clearer  tlian 
it  has  ever  been.  There  is  no  reason  for  dcs- 
spondency.  Our  people  will  not  d^rink  in  this 
their  final  trial  The  splendid  victory  at  Fred- 
ericksbuiigh  will  be  followed  by  still  more  de- 
cisive results  upon  other  fields.  By  repeated 
shocks  the  enemy^s  vastly  accumulated  power 
will  be  broken.  At  no  distant  day  we  shall  en- 
joy, in  the  blessings  of  peace  and  good  govern- 
ment, a  reward  fbr  all  our  suffering.  AUbatna 
must  be  true  to  herself  and  do  her  duty  in  the 
emergency.  Sh^  must  be  ready  to  meet  and 
quell  the  domestic  and  social  disturbances  which 
may  spring  up  as  the  tide  of  war  approaches;  to 
resist  hostile  raids;  to  protect  her  people  and 
their  property  in  any  assailed  quarter;  to  give 
death  to  every  wanderer  from  the  lines  of  our 
invading  army,  and  if  need  be  to  increase  the 
strength  of  the  confederate  forces  fighting  upon 
our  soil  in  its  defence.  For  the  acoomprL^m^nt 
of  these  objects  she  looks,  and  can  only  look,  to 
the  voluntary  movement  of  a  patriotic  people,  too 
brave  to  suffer  their  cities  and  towns  to  be  sack- 
ed, their  homes  to  be  desecrated,  and  their  coun- 
try to  be  desolated  without  striking  a  manly  bluv 
in  their  defence.  I  therefore  call  again  upon  the 
men  and  youths  of  the  State,  exempted  from  the 
service  of  the  confederate  States  by  reason  of 
their  age  or  other  cause,  who  are  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  to- speedily  organize  themselves  into 
companies,  to  constitute  a  reserved  force,  subject 
to  service  in  this  State  upon  the  call  of  the  £i- 
ecutive.  They  will  be  called  into  service  only 
when  necessity  requires  it  Their  services  may 
never  be  needed ;  but  it  is  the  part  of  wisdom 
and  manly  courage  to  be  ready.  It  is  the  part 
of  folly  and  cowardice  to  wait  until  the  enemy's 
foot  is  upon  our  soil,  and  his  musket  gleams  iu 
the  hands  of  brutal  soldiers  at  our  doer&  Shall 
I  call  in  vain  upon  Alabamians  to  prepare  to  sUnd 
and  fight  upon  their  own  soil  in  its  defence  ?  Ala- 
bama has  given  freely  of  her  sons  to  our  country's 
cause,  but  her  warlike  strength  is  not  yet  ex- 
hausted.     I  send  to  hoi*  people  my  warning,  and 
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I  lesTO  it  for  them  to  decide  whether,  in  the  hoar 
of  trial,  which  may  be  before  us,  they  will  be 
ready  with  as  much  of  the  remaining  militaiy 
strength  of  the  State  as  may  be  required. 

People  of  Alabama !  I  must  appeal  to  you  for 
yonr  aid  tp  the  government  in  another  matter. 
It  is  due  to  the  great  cause  in  which  we  We  en- 
gaged ;  it  is  just  to  those  now  bravely  enduring 
the  trials  and  perils  of  actual  war,  that  all  within 
the  ages  prescribed  by  the  act  of  Congress  known 
as  the  conscript  law  should  be  in  the  service.  A 
considerable  number  of  persons  in  every  part  of 
the  State,  both  officers  and  privates,  who  belong 
to  the  army  and  are  fit  for  duty,  arc  lingering  at 
home  on  various  pretexts,  while  their  more  man- 
ly and  patriotic  comrades,  with  ranks  thinned 
and  weakened  by  their  absence,  bear  the  shock 
of  an  unequal  contest  .  So,  too,  a  large  number 
of  persons  subject  to  conscription  are  shrinking 
from  the  toils  and  perils  which  those  of  like  age 
are  brayely  enduring,  and  hiding  from  the  enroll- 
log  officer,  to  whom  patriotism  requires  that  they 
should  promptly  report  themselves.  Now,  when 
the  last  great  struggle  of  the  war  is  upon  us ; 
now,  when  there  is  an  opportunity  to  share  In  the 
closing  triumphs  of  this  great  contest;  now, 
when  OUT  soldiers  in  the  field,  standing  with  fear- 
less resolution  amid  sufierings  and  dangers  which 
would  appall  men  less  noble  and  brave,  call  upon 
those  of  like  age  with  themselves  for  aid  and  re- 
lief; now,  when  every  strong  right  arm  is  needed 
to  strike  the  quick  and  eflfective  blows  which  are 
to  gire  us  peace,  it  is  a  shame  and  an  iniquity 
that  those  two  classes  of  persons  should  success- 
fully evade  the  service  they  owe  to  their  country. 
Efery  conununity  owes  it  to  its  own  reputation 
and  to  the  country  to  give  no  ^elter  to  those 
who  belong  to  the  two  classes  above  described, 
and  to  drive  them,  by  the  withering  punishment 
of  public  scorn,  to  their  proper  places.  I  call 
upon  all  the  officers,  civil  and  military,  of  the 
State,  and  upon  all  good  and  patriotic  citizens,  to 
g;i7e  all  their  infiuence,  personal  or  official,  to  con- 
strain those  persons  into  the  path  of  duty  and 
patriotism ;  and  I  especially  invoke  them  to  give 
their  aid  to  the  proper  officers  in  arresting  and 
(Coercing  those  who  yield  to  no  gentler  means.  It 
i^y  be  a  dinagreeable  task,  but  the  evil  is  great 
&nd  ruinous  to  our  country's  cause,  and  it  is  the 
put  of  the  patriot  now  to  shrink  fi^>m  no  task, 
however  disagreeable  or  dangerous  it  may  be, 
when  the  country  calls.  It  is  the  pride  of  Ala- 
bama that  her  soldiers  never  falter  upon  the  bat^ 
tle-field.  Let  us  hope  that  none  will  be  permitted 
to  hide  under  cover  of  home  fit)m  their  appro- 
priate dut^. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I,  John  Gill  Shorter, 
Governor  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  have  here- 
unto set  my  hand  and  caused  the  great  seal  of 
the  State  to  be  affixed,  this  the  twenty-second 
day  of  December,  a.d.  1862,  and  of  the  confed- 
«*te  States  the  second  year. 
^  John  Gill  Shorter, 

"J  the  Governor :  Goremor  of  Alabama. 

p.  H.  BBrrTAra, 

SeoreUry  of  8Ut& 


Doc.  86. 
PROCLAMATION  OF  JEFF  DAVIS. 

BT  THE  PHESIDSNT  OP  THB  CX)NFEDERATE  STATBB— 

A  PROCLAMATION. 

Whbrbas,  a  communication  was  addressed  on 
the  sixth  day  of  July  last,  1862,  by  Gen.  Robert 
E.  Lee,  acting  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secre- 
taiT  of  War  of  the  confederate  States  of  America, 
to  General  H.  W.  Halleck,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  United  States  army,  informing  the  latter  that 
a  report  had  reached  this  government  that  Wm. 
B.  Mumford,  a  citizen  of  the  confederate  States, 
had  been  executed  by  the  United  States  authori- 
ties at  New-Orleans  for  having  pulled  down  the 
United  States  flag  in  that  city  before  its  occupa- 
tion by  the  United  States  forces,  and  calling  for  a 
statement  of  the  facts,  with  a  view  of  retaliation 
if  such  an  outrage  had  really  been  committed' 
under  the  sanction  of  the  authorities  of  the  United 
States ; 

And  whereas,  (no  answer  having  been  received 
to  said  letter,)  another  letter  was,  on  the  second 
of  August  last,  1862,  addressed  by  General  Lee 
under  my  instructions,  to  Gen.  Halleck,  renewing 
the  inquiries  in  relation  to  the  execution  of  the 
said  Mumford,  with  the  information  that  in  the 
event  of  not  receiving  a  reply  within  flfleen  days, 
it  would  be  assumed  that  the  fiu;t  was  true,  and 
was  sanctioned  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States ; 

And  whereas,  an  answer,  dated  on  the  seventh 
of  August  last,  (1862,)  was  addressed  totven.  Lee 
by  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck,  the  said  General-in-Chief 
of  the  armies  of  the  United  States,  alleging  suffi- 
cient causes  for  failure  to  make  early  reply  to 
said  letter  of  the  sixth  July,  asserting  that  '*  no 
authentic  information  had  been  received  in  rela- 
tion to  the  execution  of  Mumford,  but  measures 
will  be  immediately  taken  to  ascertain  the  fiicts 
of  the  alleged  execution,'*  and  promising  that 
Gen.  Lee  should  be  duly  informed  thereof; 

And  whereas,  on  the  twenty-eighth  of  Novem- 
ber last,  (1862,)  another  letter  was  addressed, 
under  my  instructions,  by  Robert  Ould,  confe- 
derate agent  for  the  exchange  of  pris9ners,  un^er 
the  cartel  between  the  two  governments,  to  Lieut - 
Colonel  W.  H.  Ludlow,  agent  of  the  United  States 
under  said  cartel,  informing  him  that  the  expla- 
nation promised  in  the  said  letter  of  Gen.  Halleck, 
of  the  seventh  of  August  last,  had  not  yet  been 
received,  and  that  if  no  answer  was  sent  to  the 
government  within  fifteen  days  from  the  delivery 
of  this  last  communication,  it  would  be  consider- 
ed that  an  answer  was  declined ; 

And  whereas,  by  a  letter  dated  on  the  third 
day  of  the  present  month  of  December,  the  said 
Lieut -Colonel  Ludlow  apprised  the  said  Robert 
Ould  that  the  above-recited  communication  of  the 
nineteenth  of  November  had  been  received  and 
forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  of  the  United 
States,  and  whereas  this  last  delay  of  fifteen  days 
alloweid  for  answer  has  elapsed,  and  no  answer 
has  been  received ; 

And  whereas,  in  addition  to  the  tacit  admission 
resulting  from  the  above  refusal  to  answer,  I  have 
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received  evidence  fully  establishing  the  truth  of 
the  fact  that  the  said  William  B.  Mumford,  a 
citizen  of  the  Confederacy,  was  actually  and  pub- 
licly executed  in  cold  blood  by  hanging,  afler  the 
occupation  of  the  city  of  New-Orleans  by  the 
forces  under  Gen.  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  when  said 
Mumford  was  an  unresisting  and  non-combatant 
captive,  and  for  no  offence  even  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  by  him  subsequent  to  the  date 
of  the  capture  of  the  said  city ; 

And  whereas,  the  silence  of  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  and  its  maintaining  the  said 
Butler  in  high  office  under  its  authority  for  many 
months  after  his  commission  of  an  act  that  can 
be  viewed  in  no  other  light  than  as  a  deliberate 
murder,  as  well  as  of  numerous  other  outrages 
and  atrocities  hereafter  to  be  mentioned,  afford 
evidence  too  conclusive  that  the  said  government 
sanctions  the  conduct  of  the  said  Butler,  and  is 
determined  that  he  shall  remain  unpunished  for 
these  crimes : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President 
of  the  confederate  States  of  America,  and  in  their 
name,  do  pronounce  and  declare  the  said  Ben- 
jamin F.  Butler  to  be  a  felon,  deserving  of  capital 
punishment  I  do  order  that  he  shall  no  longer 
be  considered  or  treated  simply  as  a  public  enemy 
of  the  confederate  States  of  America,  but  as  an 
outlaw  and  common  enemy  of  mankind,  and  that, 
in  the  event  of  his  capture  the  officer  in  command 
of  the  capturing  force  do  cause  him  to  be  imme- 
diately executed  by  hanging. 

And  I  do  further  order  that  no  commissioned 
officer  of  the  United  States,  taken  captive,  shall 
be  released  on  parole,  before  exchange,  until  the 
said  Butler  shaU  have  met  with  due  punishment 
for  his  crime. 

And  whereas,  the  hostilities  waged  against  this 
Confederacy  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States, 
under  the  command  of  the  said  Benjamin  F.  But- 
ler, have  borne  no  resemblance  to  such  war&re 
as  is  alone  permissible  by  the  rules  of  interna- 
tional law,  or  the  usage  of  civilization,  but  have 
been  characterized  by  repeated  atrocities  and  out* 
rages,  amons  the  large  number  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing may  be  cited  as  examples : 

Peaceful  ^nd  aged  citizens,  unresisting  captives 
and  non-combatants,  have  been  confined  at  hard 
labor,  with  hard  chains  attached  to  their  limbs, 
and  are  still  so  held  in  dungeons  and  fortresses. 

Others  have  been  submitted  to  a  like  degrading 
punishment  for  selling  medicines  to  the  sick  sol- 
diers of  the  Confederacy. 

The  soldiers  of  the  United  States  have  been 
invited  and  encouraged  in  general  orders  to  insult 
and  outrage  the  wives,  the  mothers,  and  the  sis- 
ters of  our  citizens. 

Helpless  women  have  been  torn  from  their 
homes  and  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  some 
in  fortresses  and  prisons,  and  one  especisdly  on 
an  island  of  barren  sand  under  a  tropical  sun ; 
have  been  fed  with  loathsome  rations  that  had 
been  condemned  as  unfit  for  soldiers,  and  have 
been  exposed  to  the  vilest  insults. 

Prisoners  of  war,  who  surrendered  to  the  naval 
forces  of  the  United  States  on  agreement  that 


they  should  be  released  on  parole,  have  been 
seized  and  kept  in  close  confinement 

Repeated  pretexts  have  been  sought  or  invent' 
ed  for  plundering  the  inhabitants  of  the  captured 
city,  by  fines  levied  and  collected  under  threat  of 
imprisoning  recusants  at  hard  labor  with  ball  and 
chain.  *  The  entire  population  of  New-Orleans 
have  been  forced  to  elect  between  starvation  by 
the  confiscation  of  all  their  property  and  taking 
an  oath  against  conscience  to  bear  allegiance  to 
the  invader  of  their  country. 

Egress  firom  the  city  has  been  refused  to  those 
whose  fortitude  withstood  the  test,  and  even  to 
lone  and  aged  women,  and  to  helpless  cbfldrai ; 
and  after  being  ejected  from  their  homes  and 
robbed  of  their  property,  they  have  been  left  to 
starve  in  the  streets  or  subsist  on  charity. 

The  slaves  have  been  driven  fix>m  the  planta- 
tions in  the  neighborhood  of  New-Orleans  until 
their  owners  would  consent  to  share  ttieir  crops 
with  the  Commanding  General,  his  brother,  An- 
drew J.  Butler,  and  other  officers ;  and  when 
such  consent  had  been  extorted,  the  slaves  have 
been  restored  to  the  plantations,  and  there  com- 
pelled to  work  under  the  bayonets  o(  the  guards 
of  the  United  States  soldiers.  Where  that  part- 
nership was  refused,  armed  expeditions  have  been 
sent  to  the  plantations  to  rob  them  (^everything 
that  was  susceptible  of  removal. 

And  even  slaves,  too  aged  or  infirm  for  woHc, 
have,  in  spite  of  their  entr^ties,  been  forced  from 
their  homes  provided  by  their  owners,  and  driven 
to  wander  helpless  on  the  highway. 

By  a  recent  general  order,  number  nmety-one, 
the  entire  property  in  that  part  of  Louisaniwe^t 
of  the  Mississippi  River,  has  been  sequestrated 
for  confiscatioi^and  officers  have  been  asagned 
to  duty  with  oraers  to  gather  up  and  collect  the 
personal  property,  and  turn  over  to  the  proper 
officers  upon  their  receipts,  such  of  said  prop^y 
as  may  be  required  for  the  use  of  the  Unitd 
States  army;  to  collect  together  all  tlie  other 
personal  property  and  bring  the  same  to  New- 
Orleans,  and  cause  it  to  be  sold  at  public  auction 
to  highest  bidders — an  order  which,  if  executed, 
condemns  to  punishment,  by  starvation,  at  lea^t 
a  quarter  of  a  million  of  human  beings,  of  all 
ages,  sexes,  and  conditions,  and  of  whidi  the  ex- 
ecution, although  forbidden  to  military  cffioers  by 
the  orders  of  President  Lincoln,  is  in  accordance 
with  the  confiscation  law  of  our  enemies,  which 
he  has  effected  to  be  enforced  through  the  agencj 
of  civil  officials. 

And,  finally,  the  African  slaves  have  not  onlv 
been  incited  to  insurrection  by  every  license  and 
encouragement,  but  numbers  of  them  have  actu- 
ally been  armed  for  a  servile  war — a  war  in  its 
nature  far  exceeding  the  horrors  and  most  merci- 
less atrocities  of  savages. 

And  whereas,  the  officers  under  oommaod  of 
said  Butler  have  been,  in  many  instances,  active 
and  zealous  agents  in  the  commission  of  these 
crimes,  and  no  instance  is  known  of  the  refusal  I'f 
any  one  of  them  to  participate  in  the  outrages 
above  narrated. 
And  whereas,  the  President  of  the  United 
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States  bas,  bj  public  and  official  dedarations, 
signified  aot  only  his  approyal  of  the  effort  to  ex- 
cite servile  war  within  the  Confederacy,  but  his 
intentions  to  give  aid  and  encouragement  thereto, 
if  these  independent  States  shall  continue  to  re- 
fuse submission  to  a  foreign  power  after  the  first 
day  of  Januaiy  next,  and  has  thus  made  known 
that  all  appeal  to  the  law  of  nations,  the  dictates 
of  reason,  and  the  instincts  of  humanity  would 
be  addressed  in  vain  to  our  enemies,  and  that 
they  can  be  deterred  from  the  commission  of 
these  crimes  only  by  the  terrors  of  just  retribu- 
tion. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Jefferson  Davis,  President  of 
the  confederate  States  of  America,  and  acting  by 
theb  authority,  appealing  to  the  Divine  Judge  in 
attestation  that  their  conduct  is  not  guided  by 
the  passion  of  revenge,  but  that  they  reluctantly 
yield  to  the  solemn  duty  of  redressing,  by  neces- 
sary severity,  crimes  of  which  their  dtiacens  are 
the  victims,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  and 
by  rirtue  of  my  authority  as  commander-in- 
chief  of  the  armies  of  the  confederate  States,  do 
order: 

Tiiat  That  all  commissioned  officers  in  the 
command  of  said  Benjamin  F.  Butler  be  declared 
not  entitled  to  be  considered  as  soldiers  engaged 
io  honorable  warfare,  but  as  robbers  and  crimi- 
nals deserving  death  I  and  that  they,  and  each 
of  them  be,  whenever  captured,  reserved  for  exe- 
cution. 

Second.  That  the  private  soldiers  and  non- 
commissioned officers  in  the  army  of  said  Butler 
W  considered  as  onl^  the  instruments  used  for 
the  commission  of  cnmes  perpetrated  by  his  or- 
ders, and  not  as  firee  agents ;  tiiat  they,  therefore, 
be  treated  when  captured  as  prisoners  of  war, 
vith  kindness  and  humanity,  and  be  sent  home 
OQ  the  usual  parole  that  they  will  in  no  manner 
&idor  serve  the  United  States  in  any  capacity 
during  the  continuance  of  this  war,  unless  duly 
exchanged. 

Third.  That  all  negro  slaves  captured  in  arms 
be  at  once  delivered  over  to  the  executive  author- 
ities of  the  respective  States  to  which  they  be- 
long, to  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  laws  of 
said  States. 

Fourth.  That  the  like  orders  be  executed  in  all 
<^^  with  respect  to  all  commissioned  officers 
of  the  United  States  when  found  serving  in  com- 
pany with  said  slaves  in  insurrection  against  the 
Authorities  of  the  different  States  of  this  Con- 
federacy. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  signed  these  pres- 
ents and  caused  the  seal  of  the  confederate 
States  of  America  to  be  affixed  thereto,  at  the 
city  of  Richmond,  on  this  twenty-third  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  sixty-two. 

By  £e  President,  Jeffbason  Davis. 

J.  P.  BxirjAMnc, 

Secretaiy  of  State. 


Doc.  86. 

PROCLAMATION  BY  GENERAL  BANKS. 

In  promulgating  President  Lincoln's  proclama- 
tion of  emancipation,  General  Banks  issued  the 
following  address  to  the  people  of  Louisiana : 

Hbadquaktbiis  DBPARTMnrr  or  the  Qclf,     ( 
Nbw-Orlkaitb,  December  34.  )' 

In  order  to  correct  public  misapprehension  and 
misrepresentation;  for  the  instruction  of  the 
troops  of  this  department,  and  the  information  of 
all  parties  in  interest,  official  publication  is  here- 
with made  of  the  proclamation  by  Uie  President 
of  the^  United  States,  relating  to  the  subject  of 
emandpation.  In  the  examination  of  this  docu- 
ment it  will  be  observed : 

L  That  it  is  the  declaration  of  a  purpose  only 
— the  full  execution  of  which  is  contingent  upon 
an  official  designation  by  the  President,  to  be 
made  on  the  first  day  of  January  next,  of  the 
States  and  parts  of  States,  if  any,  which  are  to 
be  afl^ted  by  its  provisions. 

II.  That  the  fact  that  any  State  is  represented 
in  good  faith  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
is  conclusive  evidence,  in  the  absence  of  strong 
countervailing  testimony,  that  such  State,  and 
the  people  thereof  are  not  in  rebellion  against 
the  United  States. 

IIL  That  the  State  of  Louisiana  has  not  yet 
been  designated  by  the  President  as  in  rebellion, 
nor  any  part  thereof,  and  that  it  has  complied 
with  all  the  conditions  of  the  proclamation  re- 
specting representation. 

IV.  That  pecuniary  aid  to  States  not  in  rebel- 
lion, which  may  hereafter  provide  for  immediate 
or  gradual  emancipation ;  liie  colonization  of  per- 
sons of  African  descent  elsewhere,  and  the  com- 
pensation of  aU  citizens  who  have  remained  loyal, 
''for  all  losses  by  acts  of  the  United  States,  in- 
duiing  slaves,*'  are  among  the  chief  recommenda- 
tions of  this  important  paper. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  changes  suggested  there- 
in, and  which  may  hereafter  be  established,  do 
not  take  effect  within  this  State,  on  the  first  of 
January  prox.,  nor  at  any  predse  period  which 
can  now  be  designated,  and  I  call  upon  all  per- 
sons, of  whatever  estate,  condition,  or  degree, 
soldiers,  dtizens,  or  slaves,  to  observe  this  ma- 
terial and  important  fact,  and  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  AU  unusual  public  demon- 
stration, of  whatever  character,  will  be  for  the 
present  suspended.  Provost-marshals,  officers, 
and  soldiers  are  enjoined  to  prevent  any  disturb- 
ance of  the  public  peace.  The  slaves  are  advised 
to  remain  upon  their  plantations  until  their  pri- 
vileges' shall  have  been  definitely  established. 
They  may  rest  assured  that  whatever  benefit  the 
Crovemment  intends,  will  be  secured  to  them, 
but  no  man  can  be  allowed,  in  the  present  con- 
dition of  affairs,  to  take  the  law  into  his  own 
hands.  If  they  seek  the  protection  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, they  should  wait  its  pleasure. 

Officers  invested  with  command  will  be  vigil- 
ant in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Leave  of 
absence  from  camp  will  not  be  permitted,  except 


294 


REBELUON  RECORD,  1862-68. 


in  cases  of  great  emergencj.  Soldiers  enrolled 
in  the  regiments  of  native  guards  will  not  be  al- 
lowed for  the  present  to  visit  the  localities  of 
their  enlistment^  nor  will  visitors  be  received  un- 
necessarily in  their  camps.  These  regulations, 
enforced  with  all  the  troops  of  the  United  States 
in  the  localities  where  they  are  enlisted,  are  now 
imperatively  necessary.  These  troops  will  be 
confined  to  the  duty  specified  in  general  orders, 
and  will  not  be  charged  with  special  authority 
in  making  searches,  seizures,  or  arrests.  It  is 
my  purpose  to  execute  faithfully  all  the  orders  of 
the  Government,  and  I  assume  the  responsibility 
of  these  instructions  as  consistent  therewith,  and 
require  prompt  and  faithful  execution  thereof 

Public  attention  is  called  to  the  act  of  Congress 
cited  in  the  proclamation,  which  forbids  the  re- 
turn of  fugitives  by  officers  of  the  army.  No  en- 
couragement will  be  given  to  laborers  to  desert 
their  employers,  but  no  authority  exists  to  com- 
pel them  to  return.  It  is  suggested  to  planters 
that  some  plan  be  adopted  by  which  an  equitable 
proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  crops  of  the 
coming  year,  to  be  hereafter  determined  upon 
the  judgment  of  honorable  men  justlv  represent- 
ing the  different  interests  involved,  be  set  apart 
and  reserved  for  the  support  and  compensation  of 
labor. 

The  war  is  not  waged  by  the  Government  for 
the  overthrow  of  slavery.  The  President  has  de- 
clared on  the  contrary,  that  it  is  to  restore  the 
^^constitutional  relations  between  the  United 
States  and  each  of  the  States  "  in  which  that  re- 
lation is  or  may  be  suspended.  The  resolutions 
passed  by  Congress  before  the  wtur,  with  almost 
unanimous  consent,  recognized  the  rights  of  the 
States  in  this  regard.  Vermont  has  recently  re- 
pealed the  statutes  supposed  to  be  imxinsistent 
therewith.  Massachusetts  had  done  so  before. 
Slavery  existed  by  consent  and  constitutional 
guaranty ;  violence  and  war  will  inevitably  bring 
it  to  an  end.  It  is  impossible  that  any  military 
man,  in  the  event  of  continued  war,  should  coun- 
sel the  preservation  of  slave  property  in  the  rebel 
States.  If  it  is  to  be  preserved,  war  must  cease, 
and  the  former  constitutional  relations  be  again 
established. 

The  first  gun  at  Sumter  proclaimed  emancipa- 
tion. The  continuance  of  the  contest  there  com- 
menced will  consummate  that  end,  and  the  his- 
tory of  the  age  will  leave  no  other  permanent 
trace  of  the  rebellion.  Its  leaders  will  have  ac- 
complished what  other  men  could  not  have  done. 
The  boldest  Abolitionist  is  a  cipher  when  com- 
pared with  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion.  What 
mystery  pervades  the  works  of  Providence  I  We 
submit  to  its  decrees,  but  stand  confounded  at 
the  awful  manifestations  of  its  wisdom  and  power. 
The  great  problem  of  the  age,  apparently  envir- 
oned with  labyrinthic  complications,  is  likely  to 
be  suddenly  lifted  oiit  of  human  hands.  We 
may  control  the  incidents  of  the  contest,  but  we 
cannot  circumvent  or  defeat  the  end.  It  will  be 
left  us  only  to  assuage  the  horrors  of  internecine 
conflict,  and  to  p:  ocrastinate  the  process  of  transi- 
tion.    Local  and  national  interests  are  therefore 


alike  dependent  upon  the  suppression  of  the  i«- 
bellion. 

No  pecuniary  sacrifice  can  be  too  great  an  equir- 
alent  for  peace.  But  it  should  be  permanent  peace, 
and  embrace  all  subjects  of  discontent  It  Ls  writ- 
ten on  the  blue  arch  above  us ;  the  distant  voices 
of  the  future — the  waves  that  beat  our  coast— the 
skeletons  that  sit  at  our  tables  and  all  the  lacant 
places  of  desolate  and  mourning  firesides— all  cr}' 
out  that  this  war  must  not  be  repeated  hercaRcr. 

Contest,  in  public,  as  in  social  life,  strengthens 
and  consolidates  brotherly  affection.  England, 
France,  Austria,  Italy— every  land  fertile  enough 
to  make  a  history,  has  had  its  desolating  civil 
wars.  It  is  a  baseless  nationality  that  has  not 
tested  its  strength  against  domestic  enemies. 
The  success  of  local  interests  narrows  the  destiny 
of  a  people,  and  is  followed  by  secession,  poverty, 
and  degradation.  A  divided  country  and  perpe- 
tual war  make  possession  a  delusion  and  life  a 
calamity.  The  triumph  of  national  interests  wid- 
ens the  scope  of  human  histoxy,  and  is  attended 
with  peace,  prosperity  and  power.  It  is  out  of 
such  contests  that  great  nations  are  bom. 

What  hallowed  memories  float  around  us! 
New-Orleans  is  a  shrine  as  sacred  as  Bunker 
Hill!  On  the  Aroostook  and  the  Oregon  the 
names  of  Washington,  Jackson,  and  Taylor  are 
breathed  with  as  deep  a  reverence  as  on  the  James 
or  the  Mississippi.  Let  us  fulfil  the  conditions 
of  this  last  great  trial,  and  become  a  nation—a 
grand  nation — with  sense  enough  to  govern  our- 
selves and  strength  enough  to  stand  against  the 
world  united !  N.  P.  Baxks, 

M»jcr-Qtntnl  OnnmandiAg. 


Doc.  87. 
SPEECH  OP  JEFFERSON  DAVIS 

BBPORE   THE   LEGISLATURE  OF  MISSISSIPPI,  DBGL  26. 

Friends  and  Fellow- Citizens,  Gentlemen  of  ihi 
House  of  Representatives  and  Senate  of  thi 
State  of  Mississippi : 

After  an  absence  of  nearly  two  years  I  again 
find  myself  among  those  who,  fi-om  the  days  of 
my  chHdhood,  have  ever  been  the  trusted  objects 
of  my  affections,  those  for  whose  good  I  have  crer 
striven,  and  whose  interests  I  have  sometimes 
hoped  I  may  have  contributed  to  subserve.   What- 
ever fortunes  I  may  have  achieved  in  life  hare 
been  gained  as  a  representative  of  Mississippi. 
and  before  all,  I  have  labored  for  the  admnce- 
ment  of  her  glory  and  honor.     I  now,  for  the  first 
time  in  my  career,  find  myself  the  representative 
of  a  wider  circle  of  interest ;  but  a  circle  in  which 
the  interests  of  Mississippi  are  still  embraced. 
Two  years  ago,  nearly,  I  left  you  to  assume  the 
duties  which  had  devolved  on  me  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  new  Confederacy.     The  respon- 
sibilities of  this  position  have  occupied  all  mr 
time,  and  have  left  me  no  opportunity  for  ming- 
ling with  my  friends  in  Mississippi,  or  for  sharing 
in  the  dangers  which  have  menaced  them.    But, 
wherever  duty  may  have  called  me,  my  heart  has 
been  with  you,  and  the  success  of  the  cause  in 
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which  we  are  all  engaged  has  been  first  in  my 
thoughts  and  prayers.  I  thought,  when  I  left 
Mississippi,  that  the  service  to  which  I  was  called 
would  prove  to  be  but  temporary.  The  last  time 
t  had  the  honor  of  addressing  you  from  this  stand, 
f  was  influenced  by  that  idea.  I  then  imagined 
that  it  might  be  my  fortune  again  to  lead  Missis- 
sippians  in  the  field,  and  to  be  with  them  where 
dange"  was  to  be  braved  and  glory  won.  I 
thoug:ht  to  find  that  place  which  I  believed  to  be 
suited  to  my  capacity — that  of  an  officer  in  service 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi.  For,  although  in  the 
discharge  of  my  duties  as  President  of  the  con- 
federate State.^,  I  had  determined  to  make  no 
distinction  between  the  various  parts  of  the  coun 


tors  entered  into  a  Union  of  consent,  and  with 
whom  they  formed  a  constitutional  compact.  And 
yet,  such  was  the  attachment  of  our  people  for 
that  Union,  such  their  devotion  to  it,  that  those 
who  desired  preparation  to  be  made  for  the  in- 
evitable confiict,  were  denounced  as  men  who 
wished  to  destroy  the  Union.  After  what  has 
happened  during  the  last  two  years,  my  only  won- 
der is,  that  we  consented  to  live  for  so  long  a  time 
in  association  with  such  miscreants;  and  have 
loved  so  much  a  Government  rotten  to  the  core. 
Were  it  ever  to  be  proposed  again  to  enter  into  a 
Union  with  such  a  people,  I  could  no  more  consent 
to  do  it  than  to  trust  myself  in  a  den  of  thieves. 
You  in  Mississippi  have  but  little  experienced 


tr}'— to  know  no  separate  State — yet  ray  heart  |  as  yet  the  horrors  of  the  war.     You  have  seen 
L„  _i 1— A 1-«— ^ — :»-: — :  — j    y^^^  jj^j^  ^f  ^jj^  savi^e  manner  in  which  it  is 

waged  by  your  barbarous  enemies.  It  has  been 
my  fortune  to  witness  it  in  all  its  terrors ;  in  a  part 
of  the  country  where  old  men  have  been  torn  from 
their  homes,  carried  into  captivity,  and  immured 
in  distant  dungeons,  and  where  delicate  women 
have  been  insulted  by  a  brutal  soldiery,  and  forced 
even  to  cook  for  the  dirty  Federal  invaders ;  where 
property  has  been  wantonly  destroyed,  the  coun- 
try ravaged,  and  every  outrage  committed.  And 
it  is  with  these  people  that  our  fathers  formed  a 
union  and  a  solemn  contract  There  is  indeed  a 
difference  between  the  two  peoples.  Let  no  man 
hug  the  delusion  that  there  can  be  renewed  asso- 
ciation between  them.  Our  enemies  are  a  tradi- 
tionless  and  homeless  race ;  from  the  time  of  Crom- 
well to  the  present  moment  they  have  been  dis- 
turbers of  the  peace  of  the  world.  Gathered  to- 
gether by  Cromwell  from  the  bogs  and  fens  of  the 
North  of  Ireland  and  of  England,  they  commenced 
by  disturbing  the  peace  of  their  own  country; 
they  disturbed  Holland,  to  which  they  fled,  and 
they  disturbed  England  on  their  return.  They 
persecuted  Catholics  in  England,  and  they  hung 
Quakers  and  witches  in  America. 

Having  been  hurried  into  a  war  with  a  people 
so  devoid  of  every  mark  of  civilisation,  you  have 
no  doubt  wondcrod  that  I  have  not  carried  out 
the  policy,  which  I  had  intended  should  be  our 
policy,  of  fighting  our  battles  on  the  fields  of  the 
enemy,  instead  of  suffering  him  to  fight  them  on 
ours.  This  was  not  the  result  of  my  will,  but  of 
the  power  of  the  enemy.  They  had  at  their  com- 
mand all  the  accumulated  wealth  of  seventy  years 
— the  military  stores  which  had  been  laid  up  dur- 
ing that  time.  They  had  grown  rich  from  the 
taxes  wrung  from  you  for  the  establishing  and 
supporting  their  manufacturing  institutions.  We 
have  entered  upon  a  conflict  with  a  nation  contig- 
uous to  us  in  territory,  and  vastly  superior  to  us 
in  numbers.  In  the  face  of  these  facts  the  won- 
der is  not  that  we  have  done  little,  but  that  we 
have  done  so  much.  In  the  first  year  of  the  war 
our  forces  were  sent  into  the  field  poorly  armed, 
and  were  far  inferior  in  number  to  the  enemy. 
We  were  compelled  even  to  arm  ourselves  by  the 
capture  of  weapons  taken  from  the  foe  on  the  bat- 
tle-field. Thus  in  every  battle  we  exchanged  our 
arms  for  those  of  the  invaders.  At  the  end  of 
twelve  months  of  the  war,  it  was  still  necessary 


has  always  beat  more  warmly  for  Mississippi,  and 
I  have  looked  on  Mississippi  soldiers  with  a  pride 
and  emotion  such  as  no  others  inspired.     But  it 
was  decided  differently.     I  was  called  to  another 
sphere  of  action.     How,  in  that  sphere  I  have  dis- 
charged the  duties  and  obligations  imposed  on  me, 
it  docs  not  become  me  to  constitute  myself  the 
judge.    It  is  for  others  to  decide  that  question. 
Huiy  speaking  to  you  with  that  frankness  and  that 
conKdence  with  which  I  have  always  spoken  to 
you,  and  which  partakes  of  the  nature  of  thinking 
aloud,  I  can  say  with  my  hand  upon  my  heart, 
that  whatever  I  have  done,  has  been  done  with 
the  sincere *purpose  of  promoting  the  noble  cause 
in  which  we  are  engaged.     The  period  which 
elap^d  since  I  left  you  is  short ;  for  the  time, 
which  may  appear  long  in  the  life  of  man,  is  short 
in  the  history  of  a  nation.     And  in  that  short 
penod  remarkable  changes  have  been  wrought  in 
all  the  circumstances  by  which  we  are  surround- 
ed.   At  the  time  of  which  I  speak,  the  question 
presented  to  our  people  was :  "  Will  there  be  war  f* 
This  was  the  subject  of  universal  speculation. 
We  had  chosen  to  exercise  an  indisputable  right 
—the  right  to  separate  from  those  with  whom  we 
conceived  association  to  be  no  longer  possible, 
and  to  establish  a  government  of  our  own. 

I  was  among  those  who,  from  the  beginning, 
predicted  war,  as  the  consequences  of  secession, 
although  I  must  admit  that  the  contest  has  as- 
)iumed  proportions  more  gigantic  than  I  had  antici- 
pated. I  predicted  war,  not  because  our  right  to 
secede  and  to  form  a  government  of  our  own  was 
not  indisputable  and  clearly  defined  in  the  spirit 
of  that  declaration  which  rests  the  right  to  govern 
on  the  consent  of  the  governed,  but  saw  that  the 
wickedness  of  the  North  would  precipitate  a  war 
upon  us.  Those  who  supposed  that  the  exercise 
of  this  right  of  separation  could  not  produce  war, 
have  had  cause  to  be  convinced  that  they  had 
credited  their  recent  associates  of  the  North  with 
a  moderation,  a  sagacity,  a  morality  they  did  not 
possess.  You  have  been  involved  in  a  war  waged 
ibr  the  gratification  of  the  lust  of  power  and  ag- 
grandizement, for  your  conquest  and  your  subju- 
gation, with  a  malignant  ferocity,  and  with  a  dis- 
regard and  a  contempt  of  the  usages  of  civilisa- 
tion, entirelv  unequalled  in  history.  Such,  I  have 
ever  warned  you,  were  the  characteristics  of  the 
Northern  people — of  those  with  whom  our  ances- 
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fyr  us  to  adopt  some  expedient  to  enable  us  to 
maintain  our  ground.  The  only  expedient  re- 
maining to  us  was  to  call  on  those  braye  men 
who  had  entered  the  service  of  the  country  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war,  supposing  that  the  conflict 
was*  to  last  but  a  short  time,  and  that  they  would 
not  be  long  absent  from  their  homes.  The  only 
expedient,  I  say,  was  to  call  on  these  gallant  men ; 
to  ask  them  to  maintain  their  position  in  front  of 
the  enemy,  and  to  surrender  for  a  time  their  hopes 
of  soon  returning  to  their  families  and  friends. 
And  nobly  did  they  respond  to  the  call.  They 
answered  that  they  were  willing  to  stay ;  that 
they  were  willing  to  maintain  their  position,  and 
to  breast  the  tide  of  invasion.  But  it  was  not 
just  that  they  should  stand  alone.  They  asked 
that  the  men  who  had  staid  at  home — who  had 
thus  far  been  sluggards  in  the  cause— should  be 
forced,  likewise,  to  meet  the  enemy. 

From  this  resulted  the  law  of  Congress,  which 
is  known  as  the  conscription  act,  which  declared 
all  men,  from  the  age  of  eighteen  to  the  age  of 
thirty-five,  to  be  liable  to  enrolment  in  the  con- 
federate service.  I  regret  that  there  has  been 
some  prejudice  excited  against  the  act,  and  that 
it  has  been  subjected  to  harsher  criticism  than  it 
deserves.  And  here  I  may  say  that  an  erroneous 
impression  appears  to  prevail  in  regard  to  this 
act  It  is  no  disgrace  to  be  brought  into  the  army 
by  conscription.  There  is  no  more  reason  to  ex- 
pect from  ihe  citizen  voluntary  service  in  the  army 
than  to  expect  voluntary  labor  on  the  public  roads, 
or  the  voluntary  payment  of  taxes.  But  these 
thmgs  we  do  not  expect  We  assess  the  property 
of  the  citizen — we  appoint  tax-gatherers;  why 
should  we  not  likewise  distribute  equally  the  la- 
bor, and  enforce  equally  the  obligation  of  defend- 
ing the  country  from  its  enemies  ?  I  repeat  that 
it  is  no  disgrace  to  any  one  to  be  conscripted,  but 
it  is  a  glory  for  those  who  do  not  wait  for  the  con- 
scription. Thus  resulted  the  conscription  act; 
and  thence  arose  the  necessity  for  the  conscription 
act  The  necessity  was  met ;  but  when  it  was 
found  that  under  these  acts  enough  men  were 
not  drawn  into  the  ranks  of  the  army  to  fulfil  the 
purpase  intended,  it  became  necessary  to  pass  an- 
other conscription  act,  and  another  conscription 
act  It  is  only  of  this  latter  that  I  desire  to  speak. 
Its  policy  was  to  leave  at  home  those  men  needed 
to  conduct  the  administration,  and  those  who 
might  be  required  to  support  and  maintain  the 
industry  of  the  country — in  other  words,  to  ex- 
empt from  military  service  those  whose  labor,  em- 
ployed in  other  avocations,  might  be  more  profi- 
table to^  the  country  and  to  the  government,  than 
in  the  ranks  of  the  army. 

I  am  told  that  this  act  has  excited  some  dis- 
content, and  that  it  has  provoked  censure,  &r 
more  severe,  I  believe,  than  it  deserves.  It  has 
been  said  that  it  exempts  the  rich  from  military 
service,  and  forces  the  poor  to  fight  the  battles  of 
the  country.  The  poor  do,  indeed,  fight  the 
battles  of  the  country.  It  is  the  poor  who  save 
nations  and  make  revolutions.  But  is  it  true 
that  in  this  war  the  men  of  property  have  shrunk 
from  the  ordeal   of  the   battle-field?      Look 


through  the  army;  cast  your  eyes  upon  the  • 
maimed  heroes  of  the  war  whom  you  meet  in 
your  streets  and  in  the  hospitals ;  remember  the 
martjrrs  of  the  conflict ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will 
find  among  them  more  than  a  &ir  prqxnrtioD 
drawn  from  the  ranks  of  men  of  property.  The 
object  of  that  portion  of  the  act  which  exempts 
those  having  charge  of  twenty  or  more  negroes, 
was  not  to  draw  any  distinction  of  dosses,  but 
simply  to  provide  a  force,  in  the  nature  of  a 
police  force,  sufficient  to  keep  our  negroes  io 
control.  This  was  the  sole  object  of  the  cUnse. 
Had  it  been  otherwise,  it  would  never  have  re- 
ceived my  signature.  As  I  have  already  stid, 
we  have  no  cause  to  complain  of  the  rich.  AU 
our  people  have  done  well,  and,  while  the  poor 
have  nobly  discharged  their  duties,  most  of  the 
wealthiest  and  most  distinguished  fiunilies  of  the 
South  have  representatives  in  the  ranks.  I  take, 
as  an  example,  the  case  of  one  of  your  own  rep- 
resentatives in  Congress,  who  was  nominated  for 
Congress  and  elected ;  but  still  did  a  sentiners 
duty  until  Congress  met  Nor  is  this  a  solitary 
instance,  for  men  of  largest  fortune  in  Mississippi 
are  now  serving  in  the  ranks.  ^ 

Permit  me  now  to  say  that  I  have  seesi  with 
peculiar  pleasure  the  recommendation  of  jour 
Governor  in  his  Message,  to  make  some  provision 
for  the  families  of  the  absent  soldiers  of  Missis- 
sippL  Let  this  provision  be  made  for  Jthe  objects 
of  his  affection  and  his  solicitude,  and  the  soldier 
engaged  in  fighting  the  battles  of  his  countrr 
will  no  longer  be  disturbed  in  his  slumber  by 
dreams  of  an  unprotected  and  neglected  family 
at  home.  Let  him  know  that  his  mother  Missis- 
sippi has  spread  her  protecting  mantle  over  those 
he  loves,  and  he  will  be  ready  to  fight  your 
battles,  to  protect  your  honor,  and  in  your  cause 
to  die.  There  is  another  one  of  the  Governor's 
propositions  to  which  I  wish  to  allude.  I  mean 
the  proposition  to  call  upon  those  citizens  who 
are  not  subject  to  the  confederate  conscription 
law,  and  to  form  them  into  a  reserve  corps  for 
the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  defence  of  the  State. 
Men  who  are  exempted  by  law  firom  the  perform- 
ance of  any  duty,  do  not  generally  feel  tne  obli- 
gation to  perform  that  duty  unless  called  upon 
by  the  law.  But  I  am  conndent  that  the  men  of 
Mississippi  have  only  to  know  Uiat  their  soil  is 
invaded,  their  cities' menaced,  to  rush  to  meet  the 
enemy,  even  if  they  serve  only  for  thirty  days. 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  State  may  not,  in  as 
exigency  like  that  which  now  presses  on  her, 
call  on  her  reserved  forces,  and  organize  them  (or 
service.  Such  troops  could  be  of  material  b^efit, 
by  serving  in  intrenchments,  and  thus  relieving 
the  veteran  and  disciplined  soldiers  for  the  duties 
of  the  field,  where  discipline  is  so  much  needed. 
At  the  end  of  a  short  term  of  service  they  could 
return  to  their  homes  and  to  their  ordinary  avo- 
cations, resuming  those  duties  necessary  to  the 
public  prosperity. 

The  exemption  act,  passed  by  the  last  Congress, 
will  probably  be  made  the  subject  of  re>isioQ 
and  amendment  It  seems  to  me  that  some  pro- 
vision might  be  made  by  which  those  who  are 
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exempt  from  enrolment  now,  might,  on  becom- 
ing subject  to  conscription,  be  turned  oyer  by 
the  State  to  the  confederate  authorities.  But 
nerer  let  it  be  said  that  there  is  a  conflict  be- 
tween the  States  and  the  confederate  government, 
bj  whidi  a  blow  may  be  inflicted  on  the  common 
cause.  If  such  a  page  is  to  be  written  on  the 
bistoTf  of  any  State,  I  hope  that  you,  my  friends, 
will  gay  that  that  State  shall  not  be  Mississippi 
Let  me  repeat  that  there  is  much  that  the  re- 
serred  corps  can  da  They  can  build  bridges, 
constmct  fortifications,  act  as  a  sort  of  police  to 
preserve  order  and  promote  the  industrial  inter- 
ests of  the  State  and  to  keep  the  negroes  under 
controL  Being  of  the  people  among  whom  they 
would  act,  those  misunderstandings  would  thus 
be  avoided  which  are  apt  to  arise  when  strangers 
are  employed  in  such  a  service.  In  this  manner 
the  capacity  of  the  army  for  active  operations 
against  the  enemy  would  be  materially  increased. 
I  hope  I  shall  not  he  oonside^'ed  intrusive  for 
having  entered  into  these  details.  The  measures 
I  have  recommended  are  placed  before  you  only 
in  the  form  of  suggestions,  and,  by  you,  I  know 
I  shall  not  be  misinterpreted. 

In  considering  the  manner  in  which  the  war  has 
been  conducted  by  the  enemy,  nothing  arrests  the 
attention  more  than  the  magnitude  of  the  prepara- 
tions made  for  oar  subjugation.  Immense  navies 
have  been  constructed,  vast  armies  have  been  accu- 
mulated, for  the  purpose  of  crushing  out  the  rebel- 
lion. It  has  been  impossible  to  meet  them  in  equal 
mimbers ;  nor  hare  we  required  it  We  have  often 
whipped  them  three  to  one,  and  in  the  eventful 
battle  of  Antietam  Lee  whipped  them  four  to  one. 
But  do  not  understand  me  as  saying  that  this  will 
always  be  the  case.  When  the  troops  of  the 
enemy  become  disciplined,  and  accustomed  to 
the  obedience  of  the  camp,  they  will  necessarily 
approach  more  nearly  to  an  equality  with  our 
own  men.  We  have  always  whipped  them,  in 
spite  of  disparity  of  numbers ;  and  on  any  &ir 
fieldf  fighting  as  man  to  man„  and  relying  only 
on  those  natural  qualities  with  which  men  are 
endowed,  we  should  not  fear  to  meet  them  in  the 
proportion  of  one  to  two.  But  troops  must  be 
disciplined  in  order  to  develop  their  efficiency, 
and  in  order  to  keep  them  at  their  posts.  Above 
all,  to  assure  this  result,  we  need  the  support  of 
public  opinion.  We  want  public  opinion  to  frown 
down  those  who  come  from  the  army  with  sad 
tales  of  disaster  and  prophecies  of  evil,  and  who 
skulk  from  the  duties  they  owe  their  country. 
We  rely  on  the  women  of  the  land  to  turn  back 
these  deserters  from  the  ranka  I  thank  the 
CroremoT  for  asking  the  Legislature  to  make  the 
people  of  the  State  tributary  to  this  service. 

In  addition  to  this,  it  is  necessary  to  fill  up  those 
regiments  which  have  for  so  long  a  time  been  serv- 
ing in  tile  field.  They  have  stood  before  the  foe 
on  many  hard-fought  fields,  and  have  proven  their 
courage  and  devotion  on  all.  They  have  won  the 
admiration  of  the  army  and  of  the  country.  And 
here  I  to-day  repeat  a  compliment  I  have  heard 
which,  although  it  seems  to  partake  of  levity,  ap- 
pears an  illustration  of  the  esteem  in  which  Mis- 


sippians  are  held.  It  happened  that  several 
persons  were  conversing  of  a  certain  battle,  and 
one  of  them  remarked  that  the  Mississippians  did 
not  ran.  /'Oh  I  no!"  said  another,  "Mississip- 
pians never  run."  But  those  who  have  passed 
through  thirteen  pitched  battles  are  not  unscath- 
ed. Their  ranks  are  thinned,  and  they  look  back 
to  Mississippi  for  aid  to  augment  their  diminished 
numbers.  They  look  bacSc  expecting  their  bro- 
thers to  fly  to  their  rescue ;  but  it  sometimes 
seems  as  if  the  long-anticipated  relief  would  never 
come.  A  brigade  which  may  consist  of  only  one 
thousand  two  hundred  is  expected  to  do  the  work 
of  four  thousand.  Humanity  demands  that  these 
depleted  regiments  be  filled  up.  A  mere  skele- 
ton cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  perform  the 
labor  of  a  body  with  all  its  flesh  and  muscle  on  it 
You  may  have  many  who  might  assist  in  revivify- 
ing your  reduced  regiments — enough  to  fill  up  the 
ranks  if  they  would  only  consent  to  throw  off  the 
shackles  of  private  inteiiest,  and  devote  themselves 
to  the  noblest  cause  in  which  a  man  can  be  en- 
gaged. You  have  now  in  the  field  old  men  and 
gentle  boys  who  have  braved  all  the  terrors  and 
the  dangers  of  war.  I  remember  an  instance  of  one 
of  these,  a  brave  and  gallant  youth,  who,  I  was 
told,  was  but  sixteen  years  of  age.  In  one  of 
those  bloody  battles  by  which  the  soil  of  Virginia 
has  been  consecrated  to  liberty,  he  was  twice 
wounded,  and  each  time  bound  up  the  wound 
with  his  own  hands,  while  refiislng  to  leave  the 
field.  A  third  time  he  was  struck,  and  the  life- 
blood  flowed  in  a  crimson  stream  from  his  breast. 
His  brother  came  to  him  to  minister  to  his  wants, 
but  the  noble  boy  said :  **  Brother,  you  cannot  do 
me  any  good  now ;  go  where  you  can  do  the  Fed- 
erals most  harm.'*  Even  then,  while  lying  on  the 
ground,  his  young  life  fast  ebbing  away,  he  cock- 
ed his  rifle,  and  aimed  it  to  take  one  last  shot  at 
the  enemy.  And  so  he  died,  a  hero  and  a  mar- 
tyr. This  was  one  of  the  boys  whose  name  sheds 
glory  on  Mississippi,  and  who,  looking  back  from 
their  distant  camps,  where  they  stand  prepared  to 
fight  your  battles  and  to  turn  back  the  tide  of  Fed- 
end  invasion,  ask  you  now  to  send  them  aid  in  the 
struggle — ^to  send  them  men  to  stand  by  them  in 
the  day  of  trial,  on  the  right  hand  and  on  the 
left 

When  I  came  to  Mississippi  I  was  uncertain  in 
which  direction  the  enemy  intended  to  come,  or 
what  point  they  intended  to  attack.  It  had  been 
stated,  indeed,  in  their  public  prints,  that  they 
would  move  down  upon  Mississippi  from  the 
North,  with  the  object  of  taking  Yicksburgh  in  the 
rear,  while  their  navy  would  attack  that  place  in 
fi^nt  Such  was  the  programme  which  had  been 
proqlaimed  for  the  invasion  and  subjugation  of 
your  State.  But  when  I  went  to  Grenada,  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  retired  Scorn  our  front, 
and  that  nothing  was  to  be  seen  of  them  but  their 
backs.  It  is  probable  that  they  have  abandoned 
that  line,  with  the  intention  of  reenforcing  the 
heavy  column  now  descending  the  river.  Vicks- 
burgh  and  Port  Hudson  are  the  real  points  of  at- 
tack. Every  effort  will  be  made  to  capture  those 
places  with  the  object  of  forcing  the  navigation  of 
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the  Mississippv  of  cutting  off  our  communications 
with  the  trans-MiBsissippi  department,  and  of  sev- 
ering the  western  from  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
Confederacy.  Let  them  all  who  hare  at  heart  the 
safety  of  the  country,  go  without  delay  to  Vicks- 
hurgh  and  Port  Hudson ;  let  them  go  for  such 
length  of  time  as  they  can  spare — ^for  thirty  or  sixty, 
or  for  ninety  days.  Let  them  assist  in  preserving 
the  Mississippi  River,  that  great  artery  of  the 
country,  and  thus  conduce  more  than  in  any 
other  way  to  the  perpetuation  of  the  Confederacy 
and  the  success  of  the  cause. 

I  may  say  here  that  I  did  not  expect  the  con- 
federate enrolling  officers  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
conscription.  I  relied  for  this  upon  the  aid  of  the 
State  authorities*  I  supposed  that  State  officers 
would  enroll  tMe  conscripts  within  the  limits  of 
their  respective  States,  and  that  confederate  offi- 
cers would  then  receive  them  in  camps  of  instruc- 
tion. This  I  believe  to  be  the  policy  of  your 
Governor's  arguments.  We  cannot  too  6trongly 
enforce  the  necessity  of  harmony  between  the 
confederate  government  and  the  State  govern- 
ments. They  must  act  together,  if  our  cause  is 
to  be  brought  to  a  successful  issue.  Of  this  you 
may  rest  assured,  whatever  the  confederate  gov- 
ernment can  do  for  the  defence  of  Mississippi  will 
be  done.  I  feel  equal  confidence  that  whatever 
Mississippi  can  do  will  likewise  be  done.  It  un- 
doubtedly requires  legislation  to  cause  men  to 
perform  those  duties  which  are  purely  legal.  Men 
are  not  apt  to  feel  an  obligation  to  discharge  duties 
from  which  they  may  have  been  exempted.  Ours 
is  a  representative  government,  and  it  is  only 
through  the  operation  of  the  law  that  the  obliga- 
tion toward  it  can  be  equally  distributed.  When 
the  last  Congress  proclaimed  that  a  certain  num- 
ber of  men  were  required  to  fill  up  the  ranks  of 
the  army,  that  class  of  men  who  were  already  in  the 
field,  and  who  were  retained  in  service,  would  not 
have  been  satisfied  had  there  been  no  conscription 
of  those  who  had  remained  at  home.  I  may  state 
also,  that  I  believe  this  to  be  the  theory  for  the 
military  defence  of  the  Confederacy.  Cast  your 
eyes  forward  to  that  time  at  the  end  of  the  war, 
when  peace  shall  nominally  be  proclaimed — for 
peace  between  us  and  our  hated  enemy  will  be 
liable  to  be  broken  at  short  intervals  for  many 
years  to  come — cast  your  eyes  forward  to  that  time, 
and  you  will  see  the  necessity  for  continued  pre- 
paration and  unceasing  watchfiilness.  We  have 
but  few  men  in  our  country  who  will  be  willing 
to  enlist  in  the  army  for  a  soldier's  pay.  But 
every  youn^  man  who  shall  have  served  for  two  or 
three  years  m  the  army,  will  be  prepared  when  war 
comes  to  go  into  camp  and  take  his  place  in  the 
ranks  an  educated  and  disciplined  soldier.  Serv- 
ing among  his  equals,  his  friends  and  his  neigh- 
bors, he  will  find  in  the  army  no  distinction  of 
class.  To  such  a  system  I  am  sure  there  can  be 
no  objection. 

The  issue  before  us  is  one  of  no  ordinary  char- 
acter. We  are  not  engaged  in  a  conflict  for 
conquest  or  for  aggrandizement,  or  for  the  set- 
tlement of  a  point  of  international  law.  The 
question  for  you  to  decide  is:   "Will  you  be 


slaves  or  will  you  be  independent  f  Will  you 
transmit  to  your  children  the  freedom  and  equal- 
ity which  your  fathers  transmitted  to  you,  or 
will  you  bow  down  in  adoration  before  an  idol 
baser  than  ever  was  worshipped  by  Eastern 
idolaters  ?  Nothing  more  is  necessary  than  the 
mere  statement  of  this  issue.  Whatever  may  be 
the  personal  sacrifices  involved,  I  am  surprised 
that  yon  will  shrink  from  them  whenever  the 
question  comes  before  you.  Those  men  who  now 
assail  us,  who  have  been  associated  with  us  in  a 
common  union,  who  have  inherited  a  government 
which  they  claim  to  be  the  best  the  world  ever 
saw— these  men,  when  left  to  themselves,  hare 
shown  that  they  are  incapable  of  presenring  their 
own  personal  liberty.  They  have  destroyed  the 
freedom  of  the  press ;  they  have  seized  upon  and 
imprisoned  members  of  State  Legislatures  and  of 
municipal  councils,  who  were  suspected  of  sym- 
pathy with  the  South ;  men  have  been  carried  off 
into  captivity  in  distant  States  without  indictment, 
without  a  knowledge  of  the  accusations  brought 
against  them,  in  utter  defiance  of  all  rights  guar- 
anteed by  the  institutions  under  which  they  lire 
These  people,  when  separated  fitym  the  South  and 
left  entirely  to  themselves,  have,  in  six  months 
demonstrated  their  utter  incapacity  for  self  gor- 
emment  And  yet,  these  are  the  people  who  daim 
to  be  your  masters.  These  are  the  people  who 
have  determined  to  divide  out  the  South  among 
their  Federal  troops.  Mississippi  they  have  devoted 
to  the  direst  vengeance  of  all.  "  But  vengeance 
is  the  Lord's.''  and  beneath  his  banner  you  wil! 
meet  and  hurl  back  these  worse  than  vandal  hordes. 

The  great  end  and  aim  of  the  government  is  to 
make  our  struggle  successful.     The  men  who 
stand  highest  in  this  contest  would  fall  the  first 
sacrifice  to  the  vengeance  of  the  enemy  in  case 
we  should  be  unsuccessful.     You  may  rest  assu^ 
ed,  then,  for  that  reason,  if  for  no  other,  that 
whatever  capacity  they  possess  vrill  be  devoted 
to  securing  the  independence  of  the  country.  Our 
government  is  not  like  the  monarchies  of  the  Old 
World,  resting  for  support  upon  armies  and  na- 
vies.    It  sprang  from  the  people,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  is  necessary  for  its  success 
When  misrepresentations  of  the  government  hare 
been  circulated,   when   accusations    have  been 
brought  against  it  of  weakness  and  inefficiency, 
often  have  I  felt  in  my  heart  the  struggle  between 
the  desire  for  iustlce  and  the  duty  not  to  give  in- 
formation to  the  enemy — because  at  such  time 
the  correction  of  error  would  have  been  injurious 
to  the  safety  of  the  cause.     Thus,  that  great  and 
good  man.  General  A.  S.  Johnston,  was  contented 
to  rest  beneath  contumely  and  to  be  pointed  at 
by  the  finger  of  scorn,  because  he  did  not  ad- 
vance from  Bowling  Green  with  the  b'ttle  army 
under  his  command.     But  month  after  month  he 
maintained  his  post,  keeping  the  enemy  ignorant 
of  the  paucity  of  his  numbers,  and  thus  holding 
the  invaders  in  check.     I  take  this  case  as  one 
instance ;  it  is  not  the  only  one  by  far. 

The  issue  then  being :  will  you  be  slaves ;  will 
you  consent  to  be  robbed  of  your  property ;  will 
you  renounce  the  exercise  of  those  rights  with 
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which  you  were  bom  and  which  were  transmitted 
to  jou  by  yoor  fathers  ?  I  feel  that  in  addressing 
Uississippians  the  answer  will  be  that  their  in- 
terest, eren  life  itsel(  should  be  willingly  laid 
dowo  upon  the  altar  of  their  country. 

By  the  memories  of  the  past,  by  the  glories  of 
the  field  of  Chalmette^  where  the  Mississippians, 
in  a  general  order  of  the  day,  were  addressed  as 
the  bravest  of  the  brave ;  by  the  glorious  dead  of 
Mexico,  by  the  still  more  glorious  dead  of  the 
battle-fields  of  the  Confederacy,  by  the  desolate 
widows  and  orphans  whom  the  martyrs  of  the 
war  bare  left  behind  them,  by  your  maimed  and 
wounded  heroes  —  I  invoke  you  not  to  delay  a 
moment,  but  to  rush  forward  and  place  yourself 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Stata  I  have  been  one  of 
those  who,  from  the  beginning,  looked  forward  to 
a  long  and  bloody  war ;  but  I  must  frankly  con- 
fess that  its  magnitude  has  exceeded  my  expec- 
tations. The  enemy  have  displayed  more  power, 
and  energy,  and  resources  tluin  I  had  attributed 
to  them.  Their  finances  have  held  out  far  better 
than  I  imagined  would  be  the  case.  But  I  am 
also  one  of  those  who  felt  that  our  final  success 
was  certain,  and  that  our  people  had  only  to  be 
true  to  themselves  to  behold  the  confederate  flag 
among  the  recognized  nations  of  the  earth.  The 
question  is  only  one  of  time.  It  may  be  remote, 
but  it  may  be  nearer  than  many  people  suppose. 
It  is  not  possible  that  a  war  of  the  dimensions 
that  this  one  has  assumed,  of  proportions  so  gi- 
S^tic,  can  be  very  long  protracted.  The  com- 
batants must  be  soon  exhausted.  But  it  is  im- 
possible, with  a  cause  like  ours,  we  can  be  the 
first  to  cry :  "  Hold,  enough." 

The  sacrifices  which  have  already  been  made 
bave  perhaps  fallen  heavily  upon  a  portion  of  the 
people,  especially  lapon  the  noble  little  city  of 
Vicksbmigh.  After  Memphis  and  New* Orleans 
bad  fallen — two  points  which  were  considered  to 
be  admirably  defended,  two  points  which  we  had 
no  reason  to  b^eve  would  fall — Vicksbui^h  be- 
came the  object  of  attack.  A  few  earthworks 
^ere  thrown  up,  a  few  guns  were  mounted,  and 
Vicksboigh  received  the  shock  of  both  fleets ;  the 
one  which,  under  Commodore  Foote,  had  descend- 
ed the  river,  and  the  one  which,  under  Farragut, 
bad  achieved  the  capture  of  New- Orleans.  Nobly 
did  the  little  city  receive  the  assault,  and  even 
tbe  women  said :  *'  Rather  than  surrender,  let  us 
give  them  the  soil,  but  with  the  ashes  of  our 
dwellings  upon  it" 

This  was  the  heroic  devotion  of  a  people  who 
deserve  to  be  free.  Your  Governor  left  his  chair, 
uid  went  himself  to  the  scene  of  danger.  Noth- 
ing more  profoundly  touched  me  and  my  duties 
in  a  distant  land,  than  to  hear  that  the  chief  mag- 
istnte  of  my  own  State  was  defending  the  town 
which  the  enemy  had  made  the  object  of  his  at- 
tack, and  that  the  defence  was  successful  Now 
we  are  &r  better  prepared  in  that  quarter.  The 
vorkg,  then  weak,  have  been  greatly  strengthen- 
^ ;  the  troops  assigned  for  their  defence  are  bet- 
ter disciplined  and  better  instructed,  and  that 
gallant  soldier  who  came  with  me  has  been  pour- 
"^  in  his  forces  to  assist  in  its  protection.    Him- 


self the  son  of  a  Revolutionary  hero,  he  has  emu* 
lated  his  father^s  glorious  example  upon  other 
fields,  and  comes  to  Mississippi  to  defend,  and,  I 
believe,  to  protect  you. 

In  the  course  of  this  war  our  eyes  have  been 
often  turned  abroad.  We  have  expected  some- 
times recognition  and  sometimes  intervention  at 
the  hands  of  foreign  nations,  and  we  had  a  right 
to  expect  it  Never  before  in  the  history  of  the 
world  had  a  people  so  long  a  time  maintained 
their  ground,  and  showed  themselves  capable  of 
maintaining  their  national  existence,  without  so- 
curing  the  recognition  of  commercial  nations.  I 
know  not  why  this  has  been  so,  but  this  I  say, 
^'  Put  not  your  trust  in  prioees,''  and  rest  not 
your  hopes  on  foreign  nations.  This  war  is  ours : 
we  must  fight  it  out  ourselves ;  and  I  feel  some 
pride  in  knowing  that  so  far  we  have  done  it 
without  the  good-will  of  any  bod  v.  It  is  true  that 
there  are  now  symptoms  of  a  change  in  public 
opinion  abroad.  They  give  us  their  admiration 
—  they  sometimes  eveii  say  to  us  Qod  speed  — 
and  in  the  remarkable  book  written  by  Mr. 
Spence,  the  question  of  secession  has  been  dis- 
cussed with  more  of  ability  than  it  ever  has  been 
even  in  this  country.  Yet  England  still  holds 
back,  but  France,  the  ally  of  other  days,  seems 
disposed  to  hold  out  to  us  the  hand  of  fellowship. 
And  when  France  holds  out  to  us  her  hand,  right 
willingly  will  we  grasp  it 

During  the  last  year,  the  war  has  been  charac- 
terized by  varied  fortunes.  New-Orleans  fell — a 
sad  blow  it  was  to  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi, 
and  as  unexpected  to  me  as  to  any  one.  Mem- 
phis also  fell ;  and  brides  these  we  have  lost 
various  points  on  the  Atlantic  coast  The  invad- 
ing armies  have  pressed  upon  us  at  some  points ; 
at  others  they  have  been  driven  back ;  but  take  a 
view  of  our  condition  now,  and  compare  it  with 
what  it  was  a  year  ago  —  look  at  the  enemy's  po- 
sition as  it  then  was  and  as  it  now  is ;  consider 
their  immense  power,  vast  numbers,  and  great 
resources ;  look  at  all  these  things,  and  you  will 
be  convinced  that  our  condition  now  will  com- 
pare fiivorably  with  what  it  was  then.  Armies 
are  not  composed  of  numbers  alone.  Officers  and 
men  are  both  to  be  disciplined  and  instructed. 
When  the  war  first  began  the  teacher  and  the 
taught  were  in  the  condition  of  the  blind  leading 
the  blind ;  now  all  this  is  changed  for  the  better. 
Our  troops  have  become  disdp&ied  and  instruct- 
ed. They  have  stripped  the  gunboat  of  its  ter- 
rors ;  they  have  beaten  superior  numbers  in  the 
field ;  tibey  have  discovered  that  with  their  short- 
range  weapons  they  can  close  upon  the  long-range 
of  the  enemy  and  capture  them.  Thus  in  all  re- 
spects, moral  as  well  as  physical,  we  are  better 
prepared  than  we  were  a  year  ago. 

There  are  now  two  prominent  objects  in  the 
programme  of  the  enemy.  One  is  to  get  posses- 
sion of  the  Misissippi  River  and  to  open  it  to  nav- 
igation, in  order  to  appease  the  clamors  of  the 
West,  and  to  utilize  the  capture  of  New-Orleans, 
which  has  thus  far  rendered  them  no  service. 
The  other  is  to  seize  upon  thu  capital  of  the  Con- 
federacy, and  hold  this  but  as  a  proof  that  the 
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Confederacy  has  no  existence.  We  haye  recently 
repulsed  them  at  Fredericksburgh,  and  I  believe 
that  under  Qod  and  by  the  valor  of  our  troops 
the  capital  of  the  Confederacy  will  stand  safe  be- 
hind its  wall  of  living  breasts.  Yicksburgh  and 
Port  Hudson  have  been  strengthened,  and  now 
we  can  concentrate  at  either  of  them  a  force  suffi* 
dent  for  their  protection.  I  have  confidence  that 
Yicksburgh  will  stand  as  before,  and  I  hope  that 
Johnston  will  find  generals  to  support  him  if  the 
enemy  dare  to  land  Port  Hudson  is  now  strong. 
Yicksburgh  will  stand,  and  Port  Hudson  wilh 
stand ;  but  let  every  man  that  can  be  spared  from 
other  vocations,  hasten  to  defend  them,  and  thus 
hold  the  Mississippi  River,  that  great  artery  of 
the  Confederacy,  preserve  our  communications 
with  the  trans-Mississippi  department,  and  thwart 
the  enemy^s  scheme  of  forcing  navigation  through 
to  New- Orleans.  By  holding  that  section  of  the 
river  between  Port  Hudson  and  Yicksburgh,  we 
shall  secure  these  results,  and  the  people  of  the 
West,  cut  off  from  New-Orleans,  will  be  driven 
to  the  EfLSt  to  seek  a  market  for  their  products, 
and  will  be  compelled  to  pay  so  much  in  the  way 
•f  freights,  that  those  products  will  be  rendered 
almost  valueless.  Thus,  I  should  not  be  surpris- 
ed if  the  first  daybreak  of  peace  were  to  dawn 
upon  us  from  that  quarter. 

Some  time  since,  for  reasons  not  necessary  to 
recapitulate,  I  sent  to  this  State  a  General  un- 
known to  most  of  you,  and,  perhaps,  even  by 
name,  known  but  to  few  among  you.  This  was 
the  land  of  my  affections.  Here  were  situated 
the  little  of  worldly  goods  I  possessed.  I  select- 
ed a  Qeneral  who,  in  my  view,  was  capable  of  de- 
fending my  State  and  discharging  the  duties  of 
this  important  service.  I  am  happy  to  state, 
afler  an  attentive  examination,  that  I  have  not 
been  mistaken  in  the  general  of  my  choica  I 
find  that,  during  his  administration  here,  every 
thing  had  been  done  that  could  be  accomplished 
with  the  means  at  his  command.  I  recommend 
him  to  your  confidence  as  you  may  have  confid- 
ence in  me,  who  selected  him.  For  the  defence 
of  Yicksburgh,  I  selected  one  from  the  army  of 
tlie  Potomac,  of  whom  it  is  but  faint  praise  to 
say  he  has  no  superior.  He  was  sent  to  Yirginia 
at  the  beginning  of  the  war,  with  a  little  battery 
of  three  guns.  With  these  he  fought  the  Yankee 
gunboats,  drove  them  of^  and  stripped  them  of 
tlieir  terrors.  He  was  promoted  for  distinguished 
services  on  various  fields.  He  was  finally  made 
a  colonel  of  cavalry,  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that,  at  the  last  great  conflict  on  the  field  of  Ma- 
nassas, he  served  to  turn  the  tide  of  battle  and 
consummate  the  victory. 

On  succeeding  fields  he  has  won  equal  distinc- 
tion. Though  yet  young,  he  has  fought  more 
battles  than  many  officers  who  have  lived  to  an 
advanced  age  and  died  in  their  beds.  I  have 
therefore  sent  Lee  to  take  charge  of  the  defences 
of  Yicksburgh.  I  have  every  confidence  in  the 
skill  and  energy  of  the  officers  in  command.  But 
when  I  received  despatches,  and  heard  rumors  of 
alarm  and  trepidation  and  despondency  among 
the  people  of  Mississippi ;  when  I  heard  even  that 


people  were  fleeing  to  Texas  in  order  to  nre 
themselves  firom  the  enemy ;  when  1  saw  it  Btated 
by  the  enemy  that  they  had  handled  other  States 
with  gloves,  but  Mississippi  was  to  be  hindl^ 
without  gloves,  every  impulse  of  my  heirt  dragged 
^e  hither,  in  spite  of  duties  which  might  have 
claimed  my  attention  elsewhere.  When  I  heaH 
of  the  sufferings  of  my  own  people,  of  the  danger 
of  their  subjugation  by  a  ruthless  foe,  I  felt  that 
if  Mississippi  were  destined  for  such  a  fiite,  1 
would  wish  to  sleep  in  her  soil  On  my  way 
here  I  stopped  at  the  headquarters  of  Gen.  John- 
ston. I  knew  his  capacity  and  his  resolation.  I 
imparted  to  him  my  own  thoughts,  and  asked 
him  to  come  with  me.  I  found  that  his  ideas 
were  directed  in  the  same  channel  He  came  in 
the  shortest  time  for  preparation,  but  whatever 
man  can  do  will  be  done  by  him.  I  have  perfect 
confidence  that,  with  your  assistance  and  support, 
he  will  drive  the  enemy  from  the  soil  of  Mississippi 

After  having  visited  the  army — after  having 
mingled  among  the  people  of  the  State — I  shall  go 
awav  firom  among  you  with  a  lighter  heart  I  do  not 
think  the  people  of  Mississippi  are  despondent  or 
depressed ;  those  who  are  so  are  those  on  whom 
the  iron  tread  of  the  invader  has  fidlen,  or  those 
who,  skulking  firom  their  duty,  go  home  with  fear- 
ful tales  to  Justify  their  desertion.  Nor  is  the 
army  despondent;  on  the  contrary,  itis  cotKfident 
of  victory.  At  Grenada  I  found  the  only  regret 
to  be  that  the  enemy  had  not  come  on.  At  Yicks- 
burgh, even  without  reinforcements,  the  troops 
did  not  dream  of  defeat  I  go,  therefore,  anxioos 
but  hopeful.  My  attachment  to  Mississippi,  and 
my  esteem  for  her  people,  have  risen  since  the 
war  began.  I  have  been  proud  of  her  soldiers, 
and  I  have  endeavored  to  conceal  my  pride,  for  I 
wished  to  make  no  distinction  between  the  States 
of  the  Confederacy ;  but  I  cannot  deny  that  my 
heart  has  warmed  with  a  livelier  emotion  when  I 
have  seen  those  letters  upon  the  boys*  caps  that 
have  marked  him  for  a  Mississippian.  Mao's  af- 
fections are  not  subject  to  his  will ;  mine  are  fixed 
upon  Mississippi  And  when  I  return  to  where 
I  shall  find  Mississippians  fighting  for  you  in  a 
distant  State,  when  I  shall  tell  them  that  yoa  are 
safe  here,  that  you  can  be  defended  without  call- 
ing upon  them,  and  that  they  are  necessaiy  to 
guard  the  capital,  and  to  prevent  the  inroads  of 
the  enemy  in  Georgia  and  Alabama,  I  shall  be 
say  to  them  for  you  that  they  are  welcome  to  staj. 

As  to  the  States  on  the  other  side  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, I  can  say  that  their  future  is  bright  The 
army  is  organized  and  disciplined,  and  it  4$  to  be 
hoped  that  at  no  distant  day  it  may  be  able  to 
advance  into  that  land  which  has  been  trodden 
under  the  foot  of  despotism,  where  old  men  hare 
been  torn  from  their  homes  and  immured  in  dun- 
geons, where  even  the  women  have  been  subject- 
ed to  the  insults  of  the  brutal  Federal  sddierr— 
that  under  the  flag  of  the  Confederacy  Missouri  will 
again  be  fi^e. 

Kentucky,  too,  that  gallant  State  whose  cause 
is  our  cause,  the  gallantry  of  whose  sons  hai 
never  been  questioned,  is  still  the  object  of  the 
ardent  wishes  of  Gen.  Bragg.     I  heard  him  say, 
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in  an  address  to  his  troops,  that  he  hoped  again 
to  lead  them  into  Kentucky  and  to  the  banks  of 
the  Ohio  River. 

I  can,  then,  saj  with  confidence  that  our  con- 
dition is  in  every  respect  greatly  improved  over 
what  it  was  last  year.  Our  armies  have  been 
augmented,  our  troops  have  been  instructed  and 
disciplined.  The  articles  necessary  for  the  sup- 
port of  our  troops  and  our  people,  and  firom  which. 
the  enemy's  blockade  has  cut  us  o£^  are  being 
produced  in  the  Confederacy.  Our  manufacto- 
ries have  made  rapid  progress ;  so  much  is  this  the 
case,  that  I  learn  with  equal  surprise  and  pleas- 
ure, from  the  General  commanding  this  depart- 
ment, that  Mississippi  alone  can  supply  the  army 
which  is  upon  her  soil 

Our  people  have  learned  to  economize,  and  are 
satisfied  to  wear  homespun.  I  never  see  a  woman 
dressed  in  homespim  diat  I  do  not  feel^ike  taking 
off  my  hat  to  her ;  and  although  our  women  never 
lose  their  good  looks,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
they  are  improved  by  this  garb.  I  never  meet  a 
man  dressed  in  homespun,  but  I  feel  like  salut- 
ing him.  I  cannot  avoid  remarking  with  how 
much  pleasure  I  have  noticed  the  superior  mo- 
rality of  our  troops,  and  the  contrast  which  in 
this  respect  they  present  to  the  invader.  I  can 
truly  say  that  an  army  more  pious  and  more  mo- 
ral than  that  defending  our  liberties  I  do  not  be- 
liefe  to  exist  On  their  valor  and  the  assistance 
of  God  I  confidently  rely. 


Doa  88. 


MORGAN'S  RAID  INTO  KENTUCKY. 

UFORT  or  COLONEL  B.  H.  HOBSON. 

HaADQUAxma,  Muhfokotilu,  ) 
Jannary  4, 18<0.     ) 

George  K  Speed,  A,A,A,  Q.y  Tenth  Division : 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report 
of  the  disposition  of  the  troops  under  my  com- 
ntand  at  this  point  during  the  recent  raid  of  Mor- 
pn  on  Uie  line  of  the  Louisville  and  Nashville 
Haiht)ad. 

On  the  seventeenth  of  December,  1862,  I  re- 
ceired  information  of  a  rebel  force  being  in  the 
State.  I  immediately  put  my  scouts  on  the  alert, 
ind  waited  for  the  enemy  to  make  some  move  by 
vhich  I  could  detect  his  design. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  I  received  a  despatch  from 
General  Revnolds,  at  Gallatin,  stating  that  a  large 
r^bel  force  had  crossed  the  Cumberland  at  Qains- 
Tille,  and  were  making  for  Glasgow.  I  received 
despatches  at  the  same  time,  from  General  Bovle 
uid  General  Gilbert^  confirming  what  I  had  K)r- 
Q^ly  heard. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  Decem- 
W,  companies  0,  L,  M,  and  H,  Second  Michi- 
gu)  cavaLry,  under  orders  from  Gallatin  to  Mun- 
fordviUe,  captured  a  man  belonging  to  Morgan^s 
command,  who  reported  a  large  force  in  Glasgow. 
Company  G,  Lieut  Darrow,  met  the  advance  of 
the  enemy  in  the  town  and  a  skirmish  ensued,  in 
^hich  our  loss  was  one  killed,  one  wounded,  and 
sixteen  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was 
one  major,  one  captain,  one  lieutenant,  and  several 


privates  killed  and  wounded,  and  seven  prisoners. 
It  being  nearly  dark,  and  the  enemy  clothed  in  our 
uniform,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  friend  could 
be  distinguished  from  foe.  After  repulsing  the 
advance-guard  of  Morgan,  the  Second  Michigan 
feU  back  to  Gave  City,  their  retreat  being  covered 
by  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry.  Colonel  Q.  C. 
Shanks,  and  both  returned  to  camp,  the  Twelfth 
Kentucky  cavalry  to  get  new  arms,  which  had 
just  arrived,  and  the  Second  Michigan  cavalry  to 
rest  from  a  march  of  sixty  miles  in  less  Uian 
twenty-four  hours,  men  and  horses  being  com- 
pletely exhausted. 

The  siege-guns,  which  were  anxiously  expected, 
having  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth 
Deoember,  at  one  o'clock,  I  immediately  put  a 
force  to  work  to  manu&cture  the  proper  technical 
fixtures,  (which  I  was  pained  to  learn  had  been 
entirely  neglected  in  shipping  the  guns,)  and  place 
them  in  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river. 
At  the  same  time  I  had  the  floor  of  the  bridge 
planked  over  to  render  it  safe  in  crossing,  should 
reenforcements  be  required  on  either  side.  I  also 
tel^raphed  Gen.  Boyle  all  the  information  of  im* 
portance  and  asked  him  for  additionid  ammunition 
for  infimtry,  and  sponges,  rammers,  sights,  elevat- 
ing screws,  etc,  for  the  siege-guns.  On  the  twen- 
ty-fourth, I  had  taken  all  pains  to  leam  the  r^ 
strength  of  the  enemy,  which  I  found  variously 
estimated  at  from  three  thousand  to  four  thousand 
five  hundred,  commanded  by  Miyor-Gen.  Morgan, 
the  regiments  by  Duke,  Gano,  Cluke,  Chenault, 
Bennett,  Stoner,  and  Breckinridge,  with  White's 
battery  of  eight  guns,  the  largest  a  twelve-pounder. 
White's  name  is  sup|>osed  to  be  Robinson,  for- 
merly of  Kentucky. 

At  five  o'clock  a.x.,  Deoember  twenty-fifth,  I 
again  ordered  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry,  Col. 
Shanks,  to  Cave  City  and  beyond  to  Bear  Wal- 
low, with  the  first  and  second  battalions ;  the  third, 
under  Major  Stout,  being  ordered  on  the  Greens* 
burgh  road  to  Burnt  Bridge  Ford,  north  of  Green 
River,  and  two  companies  each.  Fourth  and  Fifth 
Indiana  cavalry.  Col.  J.  P.  Gray,  on  the  Burks- 
ville  road,  south  of  Green  River,  with  instructions 
to  each  to  give  battle,  and  if  overpowered  by 
largely  superior  forces,  to  skirmish  the  way  back 
to  Woodsonville;  sending  couriers  often  to  ray 
headquarters. 

When  near  Green's  Chapel,  six  miles  from  Mun- 
fordville,  CoL  Gray  attacked  the  advance-guard  of 
Morgan,  and  about  the  same  time  Col.  Shanks  at- 
tacked the  rear-guard  at  Bear  Wallow,  twelve 
miles  from  this  point  The  advance-guard  fell 
back  on  the  main  body,  with  a  loss  of  nine  killed, 
twenty-two  wounded,  and  five  prisoners ;  our  loss 
being  one  killed,  two  prisoners,  and  several  horses 
killed.  The  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry,  in  the 
rear,  kiUed  one,  wounded  two,  and  took  two  offi- 
cers and  ten  men  prisoners,  with  no  loss.  The 
force  and  position  of  the  enemy  being  ascertained 
by  these  movements,  the  cavalry  was  ordered  back 
to  camp,  having  videttes  to  watch  the  movements 
of  the  enemy.  I  telegraphed  Gen.  Granger,  Gen. 
Boyle,  and  Gen.  Gilbert  every  thing  of  importance, 
and  telegraphed  to  Gen.  Boyle  the  condition  of 


802 


REBELUOK  RECORD,  1862-^8. 


the  guns  and  the  want  of  ammunition.  I  sent 
despatches  frequently,  but  could  -get  no  answer 
from  the  operator  in  Louisville  to  the  call  of  the 
operator  at  this  point,  during  the  afternoon  of  the 
twenty-fifth,  until  too  late  to  effect  any  thing  by 
trains  from  Ix^uisrille.  I  also  telegraphed  that  it 
was  Morgan's  design  to  attack  the  tunnel  and  the 
works  beyond. 

At  nine  o'clock  p.m.,  the  twenty-fifth,  scouts 
brought  the  information  that  one  hundred  of  the 
enemy  were  crossing  the  river  at  Burnt  Bridge 
Ford.  This  was  confirmed  during  the  night  by 
reports  that  the  whole  force  was  crossing  and 
moving  in  the  direction  of  Hammondsville.  I  im- 
mediately ordered  Captain  Dickey,  of  the  Second 
Michigan,  to  proceed  to  Bacon  Greek  stockade,  re- 
porting to  my  headquarters  by  courier  at  nine  and 
ten  A.M.,  and  oftener  if  nece8sary,/and  also  order- 
ed the  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry.  Colonel  Shanks, 
toward  Hammondsville,  to  report  often  by  cour- 
ier. Soon  after  arriving  at  Bacon  Creek  and  ar- 
ranging his  pickets,  Oapt  Dickey  was  attacked  by 
the  advance  of  Morgan,  and  flanked  by  a  lai^  force. 
Captain  Dickey  having  less  than  eighty  men  for 
duty,  on  account  of  the  exertions  of  the  twenty- 
third  and  twenty-fourth,  was  compelled  to  fall 
back  on  MunfordviUe,  fighting  his  way.  Learn- 
ing this  by  cousier,  I  shifted  Colonel  Shanks,  with 
the  exception  of  two  companies,  fh>m  the  Greens- 
burgh  road  to  cover  the  retreat  of  the  Second 
Michigan  by  attacking  the  enemy,  and,  gradually 
falling  back  on  MunfordviUe,  to  draw  him  in  and 
give  play  for  the  skirmishers ;  the  Twenty-fifth 
Michigan  infiintry,  Colonel  Moore,  on  the  right, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Carey,  Thirty-first  Indiana,  in 
the  centre,  with  the  convalescent  battalion  and 
Major  Hobson  commanding  Fifteenth  Kentucky 
on  the  left  The  ofScers  and  men  of  these  com- 
mands acted  with  great  promptness  and  ease  while 
performing  the  various  evolutions,  but  the  wary 
foe  would  not  engage  them.  A  few  shots  were 
fired  by  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry,  when  the 
enemy  fell  back  to  Bacon  Creek.  During  this 
skirmish  our  loss  was  twenty-one  men  and  two 
oflScers  taken  prisoners.  Loss  of  the  enemy  not 
known.  During  the  night  of  the  twenty-sixth, 
believing  that  Morgan  would  make  an  attack  on 
this  place  from  the  other  side  of  the  river,  I  made 
arrangements  for  ferrying  from  the  south  side  the 
only  two  field-pieces  under  Lieutenant  Hale,  Fifth 
Michigan  battery ;  also,  to  bring  over  ammunition 
by  way  of  the  bridge  on  a  hand-car. 

I  kept  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  cavalry  in  line  of 
battle  between  Bacon  Creek  and  MunfordviUe  un- 
til after  dark  on  the  twenty-sixth,  and,  believing 
that  if  an  attack  was  made  in  the  morning,  the 
depot  would  be  burned,  I  doubled  my  line  of  pick- 
ets, and  removed  the  stores  within  the  fortifica- 
tions. The  gallant  hero  of  inferior  numbers  did 
not  attack  me  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
seventh,  and  I  was  forced  to  be  content  with  re- 
enforcing  Col.  Harlan  with  the  Thirteenth  Ken- 
tucky infantry,  and  nine  companies  of  the  Twelfth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  at  the  urgent  request  of  Col. 
Shanks,  whose  services  he  will  of  course  mention 
in  his  report  in  a  proper  manner.     The  troops 


were  all  in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  Morgan. 
The  brass  guns,  (six-poundcrs,)  under  command 
of  Capt  Demarest,  Twenty -fifth  Michigan  infan^ 
ry,  manned  by  infantry,  were  placed  in  positions 
commanding  Bacon  Creek  andOreensbui^  roads 
and  the  two  siege-guns  being  in  the  forti6catioDS 
near  the  bridge,  under  special  chai^ge  of  Gaptiin 
Stacey,  Inspector-General  of  the  Fifteenth  divi- 
sion, whose  perseverance  in  overcoming  the  diffi- 
culties of  mounting  the  guns,  without  the  proper 
equipments,  deserves  the  highest  praise.  The 
officers  and  men  of  my  command,  during  these 
movements,  bore  themselves  with  the  most  sd- 
dierly  behavior. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  cavaliy  com- 
mands of  Colonel  Gra^,  Colonel  Shanks,  Cap- 
tain Dickey,  and  Captain  Twyman,  for  the  valu- 
able services  they  rendered  constantly.  Flegle's 
sharp-shooters  were  promptly  at  their  post,  readj 
at  any  time  to  do  their  duty  as  becomes  their 
commands,  as  also  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventh 
Illinois,  Lieut -Col.  McCowaa  The  Twenty -sev- 
enth  Kentucky,  Lieut -Col.  J.  H.  Ward,  also  ren- 
dered efficient  service  south  of  the  river — not  for- 
getting to  bring  to  your  notice  Lieut  Hales,  sixth 
section  battery  Fifth  Michigan,  and  Capt  Hall, 
commanding  battery  Thirty-third  Kentucky. 

I  was  materiaUy  assisted  in  my  duties  of  the 
disposition  and  movements  of  niy  command  by 
J.  S.  Butler,  A.  A.  A.  G.,  and  Captain  Stacer, 
of  Gen.  Gilbert's  staff;  also  by  the  energy  and 
efficiency  of  volunteer  aids  Lieut  Smith,  Thi^ 
teenth  Kentucky,  and  Lieut  Dawson,  Thirty- 
third  Kentucky;  also  Post  Quartermaster  and 
Lieutenant  Cummings. 

Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  serv't, 

E.  H.  HoBsoN, 

Colonel  Oommanding  Post* 

L0UI8TILLB  "JOURNAL"  ACGOUKT. 

ELBABcrBTOinr,  Kr.,  Dee.  SI,  \9& 

Gentlbmen  :  Tou  will  doubtless  have,  in  a  few 
days,  an  official  report  of  the  battles  and  defeats 
of  our  little  force  at  this  place  by  Moi^gan's  av* 
airy  on  Saturday,  the  twenty-seventh  instant 

The  Ninety-first  Illinois  regiment,  under  Col 
Day,  arrived  here  on  the  tenth  instant,  and  was 
divided  into  companies  and  placed  at  different 
points  on  the  railroad,  leaving  only  one  company 
here  under  Captain  Fosha. 

Colonel  Day  left  here  on  furlough  some  two 
weeks  since,  and  the  command  devolved  on  Lien- 
tenant-Colonel  Smith,  a  gaUant  man  and  perfect 
gentleman.  He  established  his  head-quarters 
near  the  depot,  and  remained  there  with  Major 
Day  until  early  last  week,  when  he  was  reroored 
by  General  Gilbert  to  the  lower  trestle. 

Col.  Day,  Lieut -Col.  Smith,  Major  Day,  tnd 
staff-officers  endeared  themselves  to  the  citizens 
of  this  town  by  their  gentlemanly  deportment; 
and  it  is  due  to  Capt  Fosha  and  his  company  to 
say,  that  we  were  never  visited  by  a  better  be- 
haved set  of  men.  There  was  not  a  solitary  com- 
plaint of  any  outrage  or  depredations  committed 
by  them,  even  to  the  burning  of  a  fence-rail,  or 

*8ee  Doc.  51,  page  907,  anU, 
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(he  killing  of  a  pig  or  chicken ;  nor  did  they  offer 
any  insult  to  a  citizen  or  tamper  with  a  negro, 
but  were  busily  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  com- 
plete the  stockade.  And  in  saying  this  much 
about  them,  I  am  certain  the  statement  would  be 
indorsed  by  erery  citizen  of  the  town,  without 
distinction  of  party. 

Oo  Thursday,  the  twenty-fiflh,  rumors  became 
rife  that  Morgan  was  advancing.  On  Friday,  the 
twenty-sixth,  it  was  reduced  to  a  certainty.  On 
the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  twenty -seventh, 
Moi-gan*8  pickels  were  discovered  on  the  Nash- 
lille  turnpike  road,  at  about  one  mile  distance. 
At  about  eight  or  nine  o^clock  a.m.  Col.  Smith 
arrived  in  town  with  six  companies  of  the  Ninety- 
first,  and  hasty  preparations  were  made  for  de- 
fpnce  with  muskets  only.  One  company,  Capt 
Fosha's,  was  placed  in  the  unfinished  stockade, 
and  Col.  Smith  placed  hi.s  men  under  the  embank- 
ment of  the  railroad,  intending  to  fight  from  that 
position.  The  Colonel  had  so  recently  arrived  that 
he  was  ignorant  of  the  amount  of  Morgan^s  forces, 
and,  believing  that  it  was  only  a  guerrilla  band 
of  some  few  hundreds,  sent  out  a  flag  demanding 
a  surrender;  but  Morgan,  being  at  the  head  of  a 
force  variously  estimated  between  five  thousand 
and  ten  thousand,  with  about  ten  pieces  of  artil- 
ierr,  treated  the  demand  with  contempt,  and  soon 
bad  the  town  entirely  surrounded,  which  render- 
ed Col.  Smithes  position  untenable,  and  after  fir- 
ing a  few  rounds  fi*om  the  stockade  and  embank- 
ment, fell  back  into  town  and  placed  the  men  in 
the  second  story  of  the  houses  around  the  public 
square.  This  occuiTed  after  Morgan's  batteries 
had  opened  fi^m  the  top  of  the  hills  on  the  south 
part  of  the  town,  above  the  cemetery,  at  about 
fi^e  hundred  yards  of  the  court-house,  completely 
commanding  the  whole  town.  His  firing  commen- 
ced without  any  warning  to  the  non-combatants, 
including  women  and  children,  to  leave.  Some 
of  Morgan^s  friends  contend  that  he  did  send 
warning  for  women  and  children  to  leave  in  forty- 
fire  minutes;  but,  if  there  was  such  a  respite 
offered,  it  is  certain  that  no  man,  woman,  or  child 
heard  of  it ;  and  none  could  leave,  for  some  at- 
tempted to  leave  town  on  the  west  and  north  side, 
hut  were  fired  on,  and  driven  back  by  Morgan's 
i&ea  And  before  half  the  time  pretended  to  be 
given  had  elapsed,  the  artillery  was  banging  away 
and  fired  one  hundred  and  seven  shots  of  shell 
and  ball  into  the  town,  which  lay  at  his  mercy — 
almost  under  his  feet — and,  the  only  wonder  is, 
that  the  town  was  not  battered  down. 

Thirty-six  shots  took  effect  on  buildings,  to 
Tit:  Mrs.  MulhoUand's,  on  the  opposite  side  of 
^e  hill,  six  shots  ;  A.  M.  Brown's,  three  shots ; 
EHas  Graham's  tavern,  three  shots ;  C.  F.  Rowal's, 
one  shot;  S.  Haycraft's  Riddle  House,  occupied 
hy  0.  Gunter,  four  shots ;  Dr.  Anderson's  third 
story,  one  shot,  killing  two  men ;  James  D.  Cul- 
Vs  frame,  two  shots ;  Mrs.  Leadan's,  two  shots ; 
Eagle  House,  seven  shots,  killing  two  men ;  Mr. 
George  L  Miles's  house,  three  *  shots ;  Masonic 
Hall,  one  shot ;  Baptist  church,  one  shot,  being 
a  shell,  went  through  a  king-post,  letting  down  a 
girder,  and  exploding  in  the  attic     The  Catholic 


church,  one  shot  Nearly  all  the  shot  perforated 
the  walls  and  went  through  the  buildings,  many 
other  balls  falling  in  gardens,  yards,  and  streets. 
Colonel  Smith's  command  fired  a  great  many 
rounds  of  musketry,  and  evinced  a  commendable 
disposition  to  keep  up  the  unequal  and  hopeless 
combat  A  ball  passed  through  the  room  where 
Col.  Smith  was  posted,  killing  a  man  and  striking 
the  Colonel  with  a  splinter  in  the  face,  nearly 
felling  him. 

The  officers  being  separated,  not  affording  an 
opportunity  for  concert  of  action,  after  nearly  two 
hours'  fighting,  some  officer  without  consulting 
Colonel  Smith  gave  the  signal  of  a  surrender. 
The  Colonel  was  exceedingly  mortified,  but  it  was 
no*  doubt  the  most  prudent  course.  It  is  true 
that  if  they  had  held  out  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes 
longer,  Morgan's  forces  to  a  considerable  extent 
would  have  occupied  the  public  square,  in  which 
case  five  hundred  of  his  men  could  have  been 
killed,  but  it  would  have  resulted  in  their  final 
defeat  and  perhaps  the  complete  extermination 
of  the  Fedend  forces,  the  burning  and  destruction 
of  the  town,  and  most  likely  the  death  of  many 
women  and  children.  It  so  happened  that  not  a 
solitary  citizen  was  killed  or  wounded,  many  of 
them  having  taken  refuge  in  the  basements  or 
cellars,  or  rooms  most  remote  from  assailable 
points.  Our  whole  force  engaged  was  under  five 
hundred.     The  officers  and  men  were  all  paroled. 

As  soon  as  Morgan  got  possession,  the  destruc- 
tion commenced,  first  by  burning  the  railroad 
bridges,  then  the  depot,  the  stockade ;  also  parts 
of  buildings  which  had  been  converted  into  a  kind 
of'fortress ;  nearly  three  thousand  five  hundred 
bushels  of  wheat  were  consumed  in  the  depot,  all 
belonging  to  Southern  rights  men.  Then  every 
horse  in  town  worth  picking  up,  indeed,  the 
horse-taking  extended  many  miles  round.  In 
the  latter,  Morgan  was  impartial,  for  Southern 
rights  men  suffered  as  much  if  not  more  than 
Union  men.  Then  off  came  every  soldier's  over- 
coat, not  sparing  officers',  boots  pulled  off  men's 
feet  Captain  Hackey's  fine  boots  were  taken  off 
by  a  fellow  who  said  he  wanted  them  for  Qeneral 
Morgan. 

John  Friend,  Aunt  Beck's  clerk  at  the  Hill 
Hotel,  found  a  soldier  with  his  Sunday-go-to- 
meeting  suit  on,  and  he  kept  it.  Coats,  shirts, 
shoes,  hats,  and  all  went  indiscriminately  in  some 
localities.  Some  stores  were  literally  used  up, 
doors  broken  open,  and  the  goods  taken  ai  libi' 
turn. 

Heelbum,  a  Dutch  merchant,  had,  according  to 
his  account,  goods  taken  to  the  amount  of  three 
thousand  five  hundred  dollars,  for  w^hich  not  one 
cent  was  paid,  notwithstanding  several  South- 
ern rights  men  appealed  to  Morgan  in  his  behalf. 

They  also  took  from  Jacob  Kaufman,  another 
Dutch  merchant,  about  two  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars'  worth  of  goods,  for  which  they  re- 
fused to  pay  a  cent  From  M.  N.  Parmele  they 
took  one  thousand  dollars'  worth.  Mr.  Parmele. 
appealed  to  Morgan  in  person.  He  asked  Par- 
mele if  he  was  a  CJnion  man.  Ho  replied  that  he 
was.     Morgan  replied  that  he  could  do  nothing 
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for  hinif  and  as  he  had  some  orders  to  issue,  told 
Parmele  to  leave  the  room. 

Mr.  Ricbey,  a  jeweller,  was  robbed  of  nearly  all 
he  had,  and  beaten  oyer  the  head  with  a  pistol. 
He  was  supposed  to  be  dead.  His  loss  in  jewelry 
and  a  horse  was  about  five  hundred  dollars. 

Mendell  Arthur,  a  livery-stable  keeper,  was 
robbed  of  horses,  buggies,  stages,  wagons,  etc., 
to  the  amount  of  two  thousand  dollars. 

They  went  into  the  hospital  and  robbed  the 
sick  soldiers  of  their  blankets,  quilts,  provisions, 
medicines,  and  the  surgeons  of  their  instruments. 

Morgan  himself  went  into  the  store  of  B.  Stad- 
aker  &  Co., and  in  a  very  polite  way  said  he  wanted 
goods  and  would  pay  for  them  in  good  money ; 
made  free  to  open  drawers  and  boxes  and  helped 
himself,  all  in  a  very  polite  way,  except  now  and 
then  charging  the  merchant  with  lying,  and 
wound  up  With  a  bill  of  upward  of  one  thousand 
two  hundred  dollars  in  silks  and  costly  merchan- 
dise, had  them  boxed  up,  and  launched  down  the 
pay  in  confederate  trash,  not  worth,  as  Stadi^er 
says,  a  continental  cent.  Others  came  in,  took 
three  or  four  hundred  dollars'  worth  more  of 
goods,  and  did  not  pay  a  cent 

Private  families  and  residences  were  generally 
respected.  The  soldiers  entered  nearly  all  the 
houses  for  something  to  eat,  but  in  all  cases  be- 
haved civilly,  and  seemed  thankfUl  for  the  fare. 

Many  of  the  poorer  classes  of  farmers  are  liter- 
ally ruined,  not  a  horse  left  to  draw  a  stick  of 
wood,  not  an  ear  of  com  or  blade  of  hay  left  for 
them,  or  bread  for  themselves  or  children.  Many 
prominent  Southern  rights  men  say  that  they 
can  offbr  no  apology  fbr  this  wholesale  robbery 
and  plundering. 

The  prisoners  were  nearly  all  quartered  and 
guarded  in  the  Baptist  church,  and  in  some  re- 
spects made  comparatively  comfortable,  but  they 
suffered  from  hunger  until  Sunday  morning,  when 
they  were  partially  supplied  to  the  extent  that 
the  citizens  in  their  confused  condition  were  able ; 
and  it  is  but  justice  to  the  Southern  rights  fami- 
lies, with  a  few  exceptions,  to  say  that  they  bore 
their  part  cheerfully  and  readily.  Governor  Helm, 
in  person,  brought  in  a  liberal  supply  in  two 
boxes,  saying  that  it  was  in  return  for  their  good 
behavior  and  the  respect  they  had  shown  him, 
Morgan  and  staff  left  at  ten  o'clock  on  Sunday, 
his  men  having   previously  lefl,  except  a  guard. 

Early  on  Monday  morning  Col.  Harlan's  brigade, 
with  a  battery  and  the  Twelfth  Kentucky  caval- 
ry passed  through  in  pursuit  We  have  since 
heard  of  some  skirmishing,  but  nothing  reliable. 

Union. 

LotnarnxB,  December  80, 1802. 

I  haye  just  had  the  pleasure  of  conversing  with 
several  officers  who  participated  in  the  fight  at 
Elizabethtown  on  the  twenty-seventh.  From 
their  statements,  and  from  what  I  know  person- 
ally of  Lieut -Colonel  Smith,  I  am  led  not  only  to 
believe,  but  to  feel  assured,  that  great  injustice 
has  been  done  to  that  command.  As  early  as 
the  evening  of  the  twenty-fifth,  GoL  Smith  was 
appris^  of  the  intended  attack,  and,  in  accord- 


ance with  orders  from  General  Gilbert,  he  con- 
centrated his  force,  and  prepared  for  battle. 
When  Morgan  made  his  appearance  with  his 
command.  Colonel  Smith,  wishing  to  gam  time, 
sent  him  the  following  note,  demandug  a  sur- 
render : 

HBAfiQUAsms  U.  8L  Vows, ) 
Blbabitbtowh,  December  97, 18Gi       f 

To  the  Commander  of  the  Rebel  Foreei : 

Sir  :  I  demand  of  you  an  immediate  ind  un- 
conditional surrender  of  yourself  and  forces  under 
your  command.  I  hare  you  completely  sur- 
rounded, and  will  open  my  batteries  upon  you  in 
twenty  minutes,  and  compel  you  to  suireoder. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  S.  Smite, 

Oommandiog  U.  &  Foroo. 

The  demand  must  haye  surprised  Morgan,  and 
was  a  good  joke,  if  nothing  more.  John,  how- 
ever, treated  the  matter  very  seriously,  and  r^ 
turned  the  following  answer,  demanding  in  turn 
the  surrender  of  the  Federal  forces : 

RsAOQUAftnBS  Abmt  or  Kkhtucct,  Dee.  87,  lS6i 
K  S.  Smithj  Officer  Commanding  U.  8,  Forea 

at  Elitahethtown : 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  I 
have  received  your  communication  of  this  date, 
in  which  you  demand  an  immediate  surrender  <^ 
myself  and  the  forces  under  my  conunand,  stat- 
ing that  you  have  me  completely  surrounded.  In 
reply,  I  would  state  that  I  have  not  yet  discor- 
ered  myself  to  be  in  that  condition,  but  that  the 
situation  is  reversed,  and  it  is  your  commaadand 
not  mine  that  is  surrounded,  and  that  in  t^  min- 
utes my  batteries  will  be  in  position.  Following 
your  example,  I  haye,  therefore,  to  demand  aa 
unconditional  surrender  of  yourself  and  your 
command.  Capt  McGinnis,  my  A.  A.G.,  has  fiiB 
authority  to  arrange  the  terms  of  the  surrender. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
vant, Jno.  U.  Moboak, 

General  CommuKllBg. 

To  this  demand  Col.  Smith  sent  the  following 
answer,  which  is  manly  at  any  rate : 

EuuLBRBTOWir,  Kt.,  DeeeodNr  ST. 

General  John  H.  Morgan^  Commanding  Cenfod- 

erate  Forces': 

Sir  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  received,  and  coo- 
tents  noted.  In  reply,  I  would  say  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  United  States  soldiers  to  fight,  and  not 
surrender. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  H.  S.  Smite, 

Commaading  United  SUki  F«r& 

Inunediately  after  Smithes  refusal  to  surrender, 
the  fight  commenced.  This  was  about  half-past 
one  o'clock  p.m.  The  fighting  continued  until 
four  o'clock,  the  Federals  occupying  the  house* 
and  giving  shot  for  shot,  until  a  drcumstance  oe- 
curr^  which  can  scarcely  be  accounted  for.  A 
portion  of  the  troops  stationed  in  one  of  the 
houses,  and  commanded  by  one  Capt  Foochey, 
took  a  vote  whether  they  should  surPKider  or 
not,  and  actuaUy  hung  out  a  white  flag  without 
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oonsoltmg  with  the  Colonel  commanding ;  and, 
as  the  command  was  separated  and  communica- 
tion cut  0^  the  entire  force  was  betrayed  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

I  merely  state  the  facts  as  they  were  told  me 
by  men  whom  I  know  to  be  gpod,  reliable  men, 
tnd  whom  I  belieye  to  be  gallant  soldiers. 

When  the  history  of  this  raid  shall  be  fully 
known,  many  men  who  have  been  loud  in  their 
denunciations  of  good  men,  will  hang  their  heads 
in  shame  because  they  allowed  themselves  to 
tbuse  those  whose  every  pulse  throbbed  only 
with  patriotism,  and  whose  every  wish  is  for  the 
honor  and  glory  of  our  country.  There  is  a  habit 
of  throwing  blame  upon  immediate  commanders, 
without  reflecting  that  it  is  probable  they  have 
not  only  done  all  that  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
do.  hot,  perhaps,  even  gone  beyond,  and  offered 
suggestions  which  would  have  prevented  disaster 
if  followed.  Old  Soldisb. 
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FIGHT  AT  DUMFRIES,  VA. 

PHILADELPHIA   "INQUIRBR"   ACCOUNT. 

Washimotoii,  Jaooarj  1. 

Gerrals  Stuart  and  Fitz-Hugh  Lee's  cavalry, 
with  a  battery  of  artillery,  in  all  about  three 
thotuand  five  hundred  men,  crossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock, above  Bumside's  army,  on  Saturday, 
the  twenty-seventh  ult,  and  advancing  between 
Brentsvilleand  Stafford  Court-House,  were  joined 
br  Hampton^s  Legion,  when  they  made  a  com- 
hined  attack  on  Dumfries,  on  the  Lower  Potomac, 
at  two  o'clock  the  same  afternoon. 

Dumfries  was  garrisoned  by  a  portion  of  Gen. 
Guty^  division,  consisting  of  the  Fifth,  Seventh, 
«m1  Sixty-fiiztii  Ohio  regiments,  (of  the  GeneraFs 
old  brigade  of  veterans,)  a  section  of  the  Sixth 
Maine  battery  and  the  Twelfth  Illinois  cavalry, 
ail  under  command  of  Colonel  Charles  Candy. 
The  enemy  surprised  the  outpost  pickets  and 
captured  about  fifty  of  the  First  MaryUnd  and 
Twelfth  niinois  cavalry,  a  portion  of  which  was 
*  patrol. 

The  rebels  opened  with  artillery,  shelling  our 
^ps  b  the  town,  and  made  repeated  charges 
^u  them,  each  of  which  was  met  and  repelled 
with  the  fire  and  steadiness  which  distinguished 
these  troops  at  Winchester,  Cross  Keys,  Cross 
^^^^  Port  Republic,  Cedar  Mountain,  and  An- 
betam.  The  fight  was  vigorously  continued  on 
both  sides,  wiUmut  intermission,  all  the  afternoon 
and  until  a  late  hour  in  the  evening.  At  four 
0  clock  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  con- 
<^trated  in  an  attack  upon  our  flank,  but  the 
QMrement  was  promptlynnet  and  the  rebels  re- 
P<al3ed.  At  eight  o'clock  they  redred  discomfit- 
M  and  beaten  by  this  force —  so  inferior  to  their 
<>wn,  but  who  have  never  yet  turned  tail  to  the 
*!J«ay— to  the  Neobsco  River,  about  four  miles 
^e  Dumfiiesi  where  they  encamped  for  the 

Our  loss,  officially  reported,  was  only  three 
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killed,  (one  commissioned  officer,)  and  eight 
wounded.  As  far  as  could  be  ascertained  from 
the  prisoners  taken  by  our  side,  and  from  the 
citizens,  the  loss  of  the  enemy  was  between 
twenty-five  and  thirty  killed,  and  about  forty 
wounded. 

The  attack  was  promptly  telegraphed  to  Gen- 
eral Slocum,  commanding  Twelfth  army  corps,  at 
Fairfax  Court-House,  and  Gen.  Geary  put  his  di- 
vision under  arms,  on  Saturday  evening,  advanc- 
ing as  far  as  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  and  taking  both 
sides  of  the  river,  where  he  awaited  daylight,  the 
enemy  having  possession  of  the  roads  in  advance, 
and  me  work  of  opening  communication  to  Dum- 
fries was  to  be  effected  by  dispersing  the  rebels. 
The  fight,  which  had  already  occurred,  was  ne- 
cessarily desperate,  for  Stuart  had  cut  off  com- 
munication both  ways,  and  the  river  was  behind. 

At  the  gray  of  dawn  Gen.  Geary  crossed  his 
whole  command  over  the  Occoquan  and  advanc- 
ed, General  Williams's  division  following  several 
miles  behind,  by  order  of  General  Slocum.  It 
evidently  had  been  the  intention  of  Stuart  and 
Lee  to  attack  the  Twenty-eighth  Pennsylvania 
and  other  regiments  at  Wolf  Run,  for  during  the 
night  our  advance  drove  in  a  scouting-party  of 
the  whole  forcel 

The  enemy  left  their  camp  on  the  Neobsco  on 
the  same  morning,  and  moved  on  the  road  from 
Brentsville  to  Occoquan  to  near  Occoquan  City, 
and,  turning  to  the  left,  surprised  the  Second 
and  Seventeenth  Pennsylvama  cavalry,  routing 
them  by  superior  force  and  advantage  of  position, 
capturing  nearly  one  hundred,  and  killing  and 
wounding  over  twenty.  Some  of  them  took  ref- 
uge in  General  Geary's  lines,  who,  ten  minutes 
later,  hastily  took  position  in  line  of  battle  near 
the  Brentsville  road,  where  it  crosses  the  road 
fit>m  Wolf  Run  Shoals  to  Dumfries. 

General  Geary  threw  out  a  company  of  cavalry 
(the  First  Maine,  Captain  Brown)  to  draw  them 
under  his  fire.  The  bait  was  a  good  one.  In  a 
few  minutes,  about  five  hundred  of  Hampton's 
Legion  charged  down  the  hill  upon  them,  dis- 
charging their  carbines  and  yelling  like  demons. 
Our  in&ntry  opened  and  admitted  our  cavalry, 
and  again  closing  and  presenting  a  solid  front, 
met  the  advancing  foe  with  volleys  of  musketry, 
and  Knapp*s  Pennsylvania  battery  greeted  them 
with  a  storm  of  shell  at  the  same  moment  With 
the  rapidity  of  lightning  they  turned  and  fled  in 
confusion,  leaving  horses  dead  upon  the  road, 
which  was  strewn  with  their  caps,  sabres,  and 
haversacka  As  near  as  could  be  ascertained 
twenty  of  them  were  wounded,  three  of  whom 
died.  General  Geary  encouraged  his  men  to  the 
utmost,  and  himself  and  staff  were  assiduously 
laboring  for  vanquishing  the  force  before  them. 

The  charging  rebels  came  within  about  forty 
yards  of  General  Slocum,  who  was  constantly 
with  the  advance,  and  ever  manifesting  his  pro- 
verbial coolness  and  tact 

The  enemy  retired  to  a  thick  wood,  from  which 
they  were  quickly  dislodged  by  our  advancing 
forces.  They  then  attempted  a  movement  to  our 
right,  under  shelter,  but  were  speedily  driven 
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back  by  our  artillery.  General  Geary  pressed 
vigorously  upon  them,  and  they  finally  retired 
to  the  Occoquan,  which  they  crossed  at  Select- 
man's Ford,  two  miles  above  Occoquan  City. 

The  object  now  was  to  communicate  with  our 
band  at  Dumfries.  The  enemy  was  driven  north- 
ward, and  their  return  south  cut  off  by  Geary's 
division.  Messages  were  sent  back,  and  all  the 
troops  from  Fairfax  to  Alexandria  apprised  of  a 
probable  raid  of  Stuart  Gen.  Williams's  divi- 
sion was  ordered  back  to  protect  Fairfax  Court- 
House  and  Fairfax  Station. 

Should  the  troops  to  the  northward  do  their 
duty,  Stuart  would  be  completely  hemmed  in, 
and  these  impudent  raids  suppressed.  Geary 
was  awaiting  their  being  driven  back  for  him  to 
take  care  o(  but  a  screw  was  loose  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river  somewhere.  Making  a  forced 
march,  our  troops  bivouacked  within  a  few  miles 
of  Dumfries,  and  troops  were  sent  by  the  General 
to  strengthen  the  post  to  such  an  extent  that  they 
are  safe  against  an  immense  body  of  the  enemy. 

Meanwhile,  Stuart  and  Fitz  -Hugh  Lee,  conver- 
sant with  all  the  neighboring  country,  from  a  long 
residence— Lee  having  lived  on  Arlington  Heights 
— drove  in  a  battalion  of  the  Fir^t  Michigan  cav- 
alry, near  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  and  would  have  ad- 
vanced to  that  point  but  found  the  Twenty-eighth 
and  other  Pennsylvania  regiments  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, having  been  prepared  by  the  information  sent 
back.  They  then  approached  the  encampment 
of  Geary's  division,  but  found  his  reserves  ready 
for  them.  Similar  disappointments  met  them  at 
Fairfax  Station,  Fairfax  Gourt-House  and  Chan- 
tiUy. 

They  took  the  road  to  Annandal^  and  Berks 
Station,  at  which  latter  place  they  cut  the  tele- 
graph wire,  tore  up  the  railroad  track,  captured 
about  fifty  teams  and  empty  wagons,  and  a  few 
citizens.  From  thence  they  proceeded  on  the 
road  from  near  Annandale  to  Vienna,  and  from 
there  towards  Gum  Springs,  between  Fairfax 
Gourt-House  and  Drainesville,  passing  between 
the  forces  in  front  of  Washington  and  Fairfax 
Gourt-House.  Rumors  afterward  reported  them 
as  going  to  Leesburgh. 

On  Monday  night,  Gen.  Geary's  division,  with 
the  exception  of  the  reSnforcements  left  at  Dum- 
fries, returned  to  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  and  at  Tues- 
day noon  reached  camp,  noar  Fairfax. 

Dumfries  was  almost  battered  down  by  the  im- 
mense number  of  shells  thrown  into  it  This 
has  been  the  most  unsuccessful  raid  of  Stuart, 
who,  flushed  with  victory,  came  forward,  but 
found  his  match.  The  only  regret  is,  that  all 
were  not  taken.  None  of  our  men  were  hurt, 
"except  at  Dumfries. 

URBANA  "CITIZEN"  ACCOUNT. 

SuMrRin,  PuxcK  Willam  Co.,  Va.,  ) 
I>eoember  29, 1862.     f 

Fbiend  Saxton  :  In  the  absence  of  your  regu- 
lar correspondent,  I  will  attempt  to  furnish  one  of 
the  series  of  letters  from  the  Sixty-sixth  Ohio,  in 
order  that  those  who  have  friends  here  with  us 
may  know  how  we  are  faring. 


Since  we  have  been  here  we  have  had  a  plenti- 
ful  supply  of  rations,  and  we  have  succeeded 
in  making  our  quarters  reasonably  comfortable. 
Every  thing  passed  off  very  smoothly  up  to  the 
twenty-seventh  instant,  but  on  that  day  Majo^ 
Gen.  Stuart,  of  *^*  rebel  raid  "  notoriety,  with  two 
thousand  five  hundred  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  disturbed  the  quiet  of  this  unpreposses- 
sing locality,  and  attempted  to  displace  us.  About 
half-past  twelve  of  Saturday  we  were  ordered  un- 
der arms.     The  rebels  made  a  vigorous  attack 
upon  the  south  side  of  the  town,  with  the  idea  of 
frightening  and  chasing  us  right  out,  but  it  hap- 
pened that  we  were  not  in  a  driving  humor.  Col 
Candy  who  commands  at  this  point,  ordered  the 
two  pieces  of  artillery  that  we  had  into  position 
on  a  hill  in  the  town,  to  reply  to  the  rcbd  guns, 
and  ordered  the  Fifth  and  Seventh  Ohio  regiments 
to  support  the  artillery.     Our  regiment  was  o^ 
dered  out  on  the  Brentsville  road  to  guard  against 
an  attack  on  the  right  wing,  and  to  prevent  a 
movement  on  our  rear.     A  detachment  of  caT- 
ahry  from  the  Twelfth  Illinois,  and  also  a  detach- 
ment from  the  First  Maryland,  numbering  in  all 
three  or  four  hundred,  were  distributed  along  the 
line  as  skirmishers.     During  the  first  hour  ther 
brought  three  pieces  of  artillery  to  bear  upon  us, 
(twelve-pounders,)  and  it  became  erident  that 
they  had  a  strong  force  of  cavalry.    They  were 
very  daring  and  persistent  in  their  efforts  to  ef- 
fect their  purpose,  but  the  promptness  of  the 
Fifth  and  Seventh,  the  gallantry  of  our  little  band 
of  cavalry,  and  the  superior  skill  of  our  artiller- 
ists were  more  than  an  equivalent  for  ih&r  superior 
force.     After  a  couple  of  hours'  ineffectual  efiort 
to  turn  our  left  and  break  our  front,  during  which 
time  several  charges  were  made  by  the  enemy, 
which  were  repulsed  and  resented  by  a  charge  by 
our  cavalry,  backed  by   infantry,   and  during 
which  time  our  artillerists  dismounted  one  of 
their  guns  by  exploding  a  shell  under  it,  they 
shifted  around  to  the  right 

During  the  engagement  on  the  left  and  front, 
the  Sixty-sixth  was  not  idle  by  any  means.  ^^« 
were  on  the  move  most  of  the  time,  from  point  to 
point,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  cooperate  with  the 
other  regiments,  or  to  be  ready  to  check  any 
demonstnition  that  might  be  made  on  our  end  of 
the  line.  About  four  o'clock  p.m.  the  enemy 
opened  upon  a  company  of  cavalty  on  our  rigfal 
and  in  a  few  minutes  they  raised  their  yell  and 
came  dashing  down  for  a  charge.  Just  at  that 
moment  we  were  moving  towutl  them,  led  in 
firont,  and  the  advance  of  our  r^ment  emerg^ 
to  their  view,  when  they  were  about  three  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  cavalry  they  thought  of 
driving  so  fast  Company  B  was  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  and  the  regiment  was  brought  into 
line  ready  to  receive  tf  em.  Company  B  poured 
a  volley  into  them,  and  at  the  same  time  our 
cavalry  let  them  have  a  round  which  sent  them 
back  as  fast  as  they  had  come,  our  cavalry  fol> 
owing  up  the  advantage  by  a  charge  on  them. 
We  manoeuvred  for  a  short  time  in  that  locality, 
to  prevent  a  threatened  advance  of  the  enemy, 
and  then  the  left  wing  and  company  G  of  the 


DOCUMENTS. 


80? 


ring  wing,  were  ordered  about  half  a  mile  to  the 
right  to  support  a  piece  of  artillery,  and  the  re- 
inaining  four  companies  were  posted  on  a  ridge 
near  the  town.  As  soon  as  we  got  into  position 
our  gun  opened  upon  the  enemy,  making  some 
fine  shots,  which  were  replied  to  by  a  twelve- 
pounder.  The  enemy's  shell  all  passed  over  our 
heads  without  doing  any  damage.  A  squadron 
of  cavalry  dismounted  and  engaged  them,  and  the 
picket-guard,  which  had  been  drawn  in  and  posted 
advantageously,  also  poured  into  them  a  heavy 
fire.  The  conflict  was  kept  up  until  dark,  and 
our  men  maintained  every  inch  of  the  ground 
they  held  at  the  onset  So  far  as  we  can  ascer- 
tain, we  punished  them  severely  for  their  temerity. 
At  any  rate,  they  became  satisfied  that  we  would 
neither  scare  nor  drive  worth  a  cent,  and  so  they 
gave  it  up  as  a  bad  job,  and  put  off  under  the 
coyer  of  the  darkness.  They  not  only  filled  their 
ambulances  with  their  wounded,  but  also  a  num- 
ber of  sutlers'  wagons  that  they  had  captured  on 
the  road  to  Fredericksburgh.  Some  of  their  men 
were  so  badly  injured  that  they  were  obliged  to 
leave  them  behind,  in  care  of  one  of  their  surgeons. 

Colonel  Candy  maoeuvred  his  forces  with  great 
skill  and  tact,  meeting  and  repulsing  the  enemy 
it  every  point  He  out-generalled  and  defeated 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  officers  in  the  confeder- 
ate service,  Major-Gen.  Stuart,  who  was  backed 
by  Brig.  Gen.  Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  and  Col.  Lee,  two 
of  the  most  promising  of  the  rebel  notorieties,  and 
this  too  with  only  about  eight  hundred  infantry, 
three  hundred  cavalry,  and  two  pieces  of  artillery. 
AH  the  officers  and  men  are  highly  elated  with 
the  success,  and  well  they  may  be. 

On  our  side  there  were  three  killed  and  nine 
wounded,  and  about  thirty  taken  prisoners.  Not 
a  man  of  our  regiment  was  either  killed  or  wound- 
«!,  but  nine  were  taken  prisoners  while  on  pick- 
et Their  names  are  as  follows:  Corporal  G. 
B.  Light;  priyates  L.  W.  Bryan,  Chidister,  and 
Stokes,  company  A ;  privates  Blau*,  Hendershot 
»nd  Kesocker,  company  D ;  privates — Beightler 
»nd  Constant,  company  P. 

Gen.  Slocum,  commanding  Twelfth  army  corps, 
c«ne  in  last  evening.  He  had  heard  of  the  a^ 
tack,  and  feared  that  we  had  been  taken  prison- 
^,  and  BO  started  with  a  strong  force  for  our  re- 
lief He  reviewed  us  this  morning.  He  said 
^t  he  could  not  leave  without  thanking  us  for 
our  gallant  conduct ;  that  he  was  ordered  to  leave 
his  best  troops  here,  when  we  first  occupied  the 
place,  and  he  believeid  he  had  done  so. 

A  Want  of  time  forbids  my  writing  more,  so  I 
will  close  by  asstning  the  friends  of  the  regiment 
that  the  boys  are  in  fine  health  and  spirits,  ready 
Mid  willing  to  do  their  duty.  W.  A.  S. 


Doc.  90. 
THE  CAPTURE  OF  VAN  BUREN,  ARK. 

DESPATCH  FROM  GENERAL  BLUNT. 

Ujuhqdaxtkis,  Armt  or  Feomtiir,  ) 
▼aji  Bitbbji,  Abk.,  December  2b.  ) 

To  Major-General  Chirtis: 
Obkskal:  The  Stars  and  Stripes* now  wave 


in  triumph  over  Van  Buron.  On  learning  that 
Hindman  had  been  refinforced,  and  contemplat- 
ed .  making  another  attempt  to  force  his  way 
to  Missouri,  I  determined  to  attack  him.  Leav- 
ing my  transportation  north  of  the  mountains,  I 
marched  from  Prairie  Grove  at  eight  o'clock  yes- 
terday morning,  upon  this  place,  a  distance  of 
fifty  miles. 

At  ten  o'clock  this  morning,  my  advance  came 
upon  two  regiments  of  rebel  cavalry  at  Dripping 
Springs,  eight  miles  north  of  the  river.  Dashing 
upon  them  with  three  thousand  cavalry  and  four 
mountain  howitzers,  a  brisk  running  fight  took 
place,  which  was  kept  up  into  the  town,  resulting 
in  the  capture  of  all  their  transportation,  forty 
wagons,  with  six  mule-teams,  camp  and  garrison 
equipage,  one  hundred  prisoners,  a  large  amount 
of  ammunition,  four  steamboats  and  a  ferry-boat 
The  latter  was  taken  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
river  with  rebel  troops,  and  was  shelled  from  the 
howitzer.  When  in  the  middle  of  the  stream  the 
boat  was  disabled  and  a  number  of  men  killed. 
The  remainder  jumped  overboard  and  swam  to 
the  shore. 

Three  large  steamers  heavily  laden  with  sup- 
plies, had  got  up  steam  and  attempted  to  escape 
down  the  river,  but  were  pursued  by  cavalry  five 
miles  and  brought  to  by  the  fire  of  their  carbuies, 
and  returned  back  to  the  levee. 

The  enemy  then  brought  their  artillery  to  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river  and  commenced  shell- 
ing the  town,  for  the  purpose  of  driving  out  my 
cavalry,  but  resulting  in  no  other  damage  than 
the  destruction  of  some  buildings.  My  artillery 
coming  up,  soon  silenced  their  batteries. 

Quite  a  number  of  the  enemy  have  been  kill- 
ed. During  the  day's  operations  the  only  casu- 
alties on  our  side  are  five  or  six  men  slightly 
wounded. 

My  long-range  guns  are  now  shelling  the  rebel 
camp  across  the  river,  five  miles  below  this  place. 
If  the  enemy  does  not  retire  during  the  night,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  cross  my  troops  over  the  river 
in  the  morning,  and  offer  them  battle. 

Respectfully,  James  G.  Blunt, 

Brigftdler-Oeneral  OomnuiQding. 
MISSOURI  "DEMOCRAT"  ACCOUNT. 

HBADQUAKTBIta,  Atlir  OF  TRB  FROirmK,  ) 

Fatrtetiixb,  Abk.,  January  8,  1868.       f 

Since  my  last  report  of  the  battle  of  Prairie 
Grove,  another  dash  has  been  made  by  our  gal- 
lant army  of  the  frontier,  which,  as  I  suppose, 
will  be  soon  again  forgotten,  like  all  other  efforts 
for  the  success  of  the  "Flag  of  our  Country" 
made  by  this  far-off  Western  army.  In  the  bat- 
tle of  Frairie  Grove,  it  was  principally  our  artil- 
lery and  infantry  that  vindicated  their  valor  as 
veteran  soldiers.  The  incident  of  which  this  is 
to  be  but  a  mere  recapitulation,  must  now  pass 
entirely  to  the  credit  of  the  cavalry  of  the  army 
of  the  frontier,  the  artillery  only  to  some  degree 
sharing  in  the  result 

On  the  twenty -sixth  of  December  last,  there 
was  a  mysterious  bustle  visible  in  the  three  divi- 
sions of  the  army,  occasioned  by  a  verbal  order  to 
pick  all  the  best  men  out  of  each  command — 
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mounted  men  to  provide  themselves  with  one 
p.ck  of  shell-corn  for  each  animal,  and  every 
body  to  take  six  rations  in  his  haversack.  Each 
regiment  was  allowed  but  two  wagons.  It  was 
evident  that  no  retrograde  movement  was  in 
view,  as  all  available  ambulances  of  the  whole 
force  were  also  put  in  readiness,  each  havlng-the 
red  flag  hoisted. 

Early,  at  six  o'clock  of  the  twenty-seventh, 
each  division  commenced  to  move — ^the  First 
division  by  way  of  Gove  Greek  road,  and  the 
Second  and  Third  divisions  over  the  telegraph 
road,  toward  Van  Buren,  Arkansas.  The  var- 
ious divisions  marched  that  day  toward  Lee's 
Creek  and  rested  there  for  the  night  According 
to  reports,  the  rebel  pickets  were  but  two  and  a 
half  miles  from  Lee's  Creek,  a  little  back  of  Oli- 
ver's farm,  and  on  account  of  the  close  proxi- 
mity, each  company  was  allowed  but  one  small 
fire  for  cooking  purposes  principally. .  Pickets 
were  thrown  across  the  creek,  and  ordered  not 
to  build  fires.  Here  we  rested  until  daybreak  of 
tlie  twenty-eighth  of  December,  when  the  army 
was  set  in  motion  again.  The  crossing  of  Lee  s 
Creek  presented  a  novel  sight,  especially  on  the 
telegraph  road  crossing,  where  the  Second  divi- 
sion (under  the  gallant  commander,  Col.  Daniel 
Huston,  Jr.)  and  the  Third  division  (under  Qen. 
Herron)  crossed.  "Frank  Leslie's  own  special 
artist,"  or  any  other  of  the  "special  artist"  tribe, 
could  have  found  an  item  for  the  "  illustrated." 
The  rapid  current  and  deepness  of  the  creek  was 
a  little  too  much  for  the  in&ntry,  and  it  was 
therefore  ordered  that  every  mounted  man  should 
take  one  of  the  infantry  over  on  the  croup  of  his 
horse.  This  occasioned  great  merriment,  espe- 
cially as  there  were  many  horses  that  protested 
forcibly  against  such  intrusion,  by  constant  and 
rapid  elevations  of  their  two  hind-quarters,  there- 
by making  it  somewhat  difilcult  for  the  fortunately 
spurless  infimtry  to  be  comfortably  seated.  Other 
cavalry,  in  top-boots,  were  carrying  logs  into  the 
creek  for  the  construction  of  a  bridge,  but  many 
a  log  was  drifted  down-stream  before  the  bridge 
could  be  completed.  The  current  was  so  swift 
that  even  heavy  boulders  rolled  down.  Before 
all  hands  had  crossed  the  crcok,  the  cavalry  of 
both  divisions  were  ordered  forward,  accompanied 
by  a  few  pieces  of  mountain  howitzers,  cavalry 
and  infantry,  and  rest  of  artillery  to  limber  up  at 
convenience. 

The  sudden  report  of  musketry  in  the  distance, 
indicated  that  our  advance  had  come  into  close 
proximity  with  the  rebel  pickets,  and  a  lively 
forward  run  was  observable  through  the  whole 
line  of  the  cavalry  force.  (The  cavalry  of  the 
First  division,  under  General  Blunt,  joined  our 
force  one  mile  below  Oliver's  farm,  on  the  tele- 
graph road.)  On  we  went,  driving  in  picket  after 
picket,  and  this  was  done  with  such  a  speed,  that 
the  rebel  regiments  of  cavalry,  stationed  at  a  little 
village  called  Dripping  Springs,  (about  nine  or 
ten  miles  north  of  Van  Buren,)  had  scarcely  time 
to  pack  their  wagons,  which  they  commenced  to 
do  when  they  heard  the  first  firing  on  their  pick- 
ots.    They  left,  therefore,  the  most  of  their  camp 


equipage  behind  them,  and  took  up  their  usual 
vocation  and  skedaddled,  helter-skelter,  orer 
mountains  and  ravines,  strewing  the  whole  road 
down  to  Van  Buren,  with  more  than  one  half  oi 
the  articles,  which  the  haste  in  which  it  was 
done  had  allowed  them  to  pack  on  their  wagons. 
Wagon-covers,  tents,  carpet-sack  and  content^ 
drawers,  harnesses,  saddles,  etc,  etc.,  following 
one  after  another,  the  nature  of  the  road,  a 
constant  up  and  down,  adding  not  a  little  to  the 
successful  emptying  of  their  wagons;  smashed 
ambulances  and  wagons  which  were  lying  along 
the  road,  also  proving  the  great  hurry  m  which 
they  must  have  skedaddled.  The  distance  charg- 
ed over  by  our  cavalry  from  Dripping  Springs 
toward  Logtown,  could  have  been  selected  as  an 
admirable  ground  for  one  of  those  old-fiishioned 
breakneck  steeple-chases  of  Auld  England. 

When  our  forces  neared  Logtown,  which  is 
but  one  mile  distant  from  Van  Buren,  and  sepa- 
rated therefrom  only  by  a  hill  or  mountain,  our 
mountain  howitzers  were  brought  forward,  and 
the  cavalry  force  deployed  to  the  right  and  lelt 
Afker  a  few  shots  fit)m  the  howitzers,  the  caralrT 
en  masse  at  about  twelve  o'clock  m.  made  a  dash 
into  Van  Buren,  down-hilL  Part  of  the  cavalry 
went  into  the  city,  and  some  after  three  stem- 
wheelboats,  which,  as  was  observed  from  the  hill, 
were  making  a  down-stream  skedaddle.  These 
steamboats  were  loaded  principally  with  c^m, 
and  during  the  downward  trip  all  available  hands 
were  engaged  in  lightening  the  crafts,  by  tumbling 
the  com  overbotmi ;  the  whole  Arkansas  River, 
as  far  as  could  be  seen,  was  but  one  floating 
mass  of  com.  The  hindmost  boat,  the  Frederick 
Nortrebe,  first  gave  up  the  contest,  by  landing 
about  two  and  a  half  miles  below  Tan  Bureo, 
near  the  opposite  shore,  all  hands,  officers  and 
crew,  jumping  into  the  water  and  wading  to  the 
dry  land,  making  their  escape  into  the  woods. 
Before  the  crew  jumped,  our  men  fired  into  the 
boat,  and  landed  about  twenty  shots  into  the 
pilot-house  and  Texas.  This  firing  hastened  the 
speed  of  the  fleeing.  About  this  time  the  most 
of  the  cavalry  east  of  Van  Buren,  went  in  pursuit 
of  the  other  two  steamboats,  which  were  then 
almost  rounding  the  point ;  only  Major  Bauzofs 
command,  consisting  of  company  A,  First  Mis- 
souri, and  Major  M^Kee's  command  of  the  Seventh 
Missouri  volunteer  cavalry,  remaining  opposite 
the  Frederick  Nortrebe. 

After  a  short  time  there  appeared  three  per- 
sons opposite,  one  of  them  carrying  a  white  iff- 
On  our  signal,  they  crossed  over  to  this  side  in 
a  skiff.  General  Blunt,  who  had  anived  on  the 
spot  in  the  mean  time,  and  his  Adjutant-Generali 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Moonlight,  and  son(e  other 
officers,  jumped  into  the  s£ff  and  oared  back  to 
the  skiff,  with  intentions  to  take  a  trip  on  the  F. 
Nortrebe  to  Van  Buren,  (General  Blunt  having 
first  asked  what  the  captain  of  tlie  Kortrobe 
would  charge  for  such  trip ;)  and  as  60on  as  the 
boat  could  get  ofl^  (it  being  aground  ainidship, 
the  machinery  during  all  tiiis  time  not  having 
stopped,  worked  the  boat  fiist  aground,)  it  made 
its  way  toward  Van  Buren.    One  mouniain  how- 
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itzer  and  one  company  of  cavaliy  remainine  on 
the  spot,  to  see  to  the  proper  fulfilment  of  the 
contract  entered  into  by  General  Blunt  and  the 
steamboat  captain,  who,  by  the  way  was  a  very 
gentlemanly  fellow.  The  other  cavalry,  which 
had  gone  down  under  command  of  Col.  Cloud  of 
Ransas,  soon  secured  the  other  two  steamboats, 
the  Key  West  and  Rose  Douglass,  (one  of  them 
being  captured  by  company  E,  First  Missouri 
Tolunteer  cavalry,  Capt.  Fuller  •,)  and  also  a  lot 
of  rebel  transportation,  which  was  skedaddling 
&st  Thus  ended  the  downward  trips  of  these 
boats,  and  rebel  teams  of  CoL  Lane^s  regiment 
of  Texas  Partisan  Rangers. 

We  all  then  started  back  toward  the  city,  and 
arriyed  just  in  time  to  participate  in  the  cheers 
for  the  Stars  and  Stripes  which  were  hoisted  on 
the  flag-staff  over  the  court-house,  waving  de- 
fiance at  Dixie  land.  We  prepared  a  small  colla- 
tion, sach  as  soldiers  generally  carry  with  them, 
consisting  of  hard  bread  and  bacon,  and  enjoyed 
this  as  well  as  the  oth^  fun,  when,  at  about 
three  o^clock  p.  v.,  all  of  a  sudden  the  rapid  dis- 
charge of  cannon  was  heard  from  the  oppos^ite 
shore  of  the  Arkansas,  followed  by  the  explosion 
of  shells  in  our  midst  Every  body  secured  his 
horse,  and  the  whole  rallied  around  their  com- 
manders, and  then  marched  to  the  height  near  the 
city.  As  luck  would  ^ave  it,  the  firing  of  the 
rebels  was  chiefly  directed  against  the  largest 
brick  and  frame  houses,  thereby  showing  that 
they  could  well  hit  the  mark,  and  may  it  be  re- 
corded here,  that  for  the  first  time  I  saw  them 
hit  something. 

The  principal  damage  was  done  to  the  citizens 
of  Van  Buren.  Our  loss  consisted  of  two  killed 
—one  of  the  First  Iowa  cavalry,  the  other  of  the 
Second  Kansas  cavalry ;  and  die  woimded  were 
also  two—second  Lieutenant  John  J.  Ault,  and 
prirate  Paul  Schleiffarth,  both  of  Captain  H.  J. 
Stierlln*s  company  A,  First  Missouri  cavalry. 
Both  will  be  well  again  in  a  week's  time.  They 
also  killed  two  chil^-en.  After  about  one  hour's 
shelling,  our  own  artillery,  which  had  hastened 
to  the  ground,  appeared  on  the  height  between 
Van  Buren  and  Logtown,  and  opened  on  the  rebel 
batteries,  (seven  pieces.)  The  third  shot  from  our 
guns  occasioned  a  stirring  limber  up  of  the  rebel 
pieces,  and  off  they  went,  while  our  artillery 
continued  to  assist  their  speed  by  following  them 
with  "a  little  more  shell." 

Nothing  of  note  transpired  now  until  after  dark, 
when  our  whole  army  of  the  frontier  arrived  in 
and  around  the  city,  the  artillery  placing  their 
pieces  all  along  the  landing,  looking  toward 
Bixie.  At  about  eight  o'clock,  firing  of  cannon 
was  heard  some  distance  eastward  of  Van  Buren, 
and  I  learned  that  one  of  the  Kansas  batteries 
was  shelling  a  rebel  camp  about  five  or  six  miles 
below  Van  Buren,  on  the  south  side  of  the  river. 
The  rebels  found  this  place  too  hot,  and  gently 
withdrew  fix)m  the  spot  This  concluded  another 
Sunday  fight  of  the  army  of  the  frontier,  crown* 
ed  with  success. 

All  steamboats  having  in  the  mean  time  effect- 
ed their  landing  on  the  banks  of  the  city,  gave, 


on  the  next  morning,  a  lively  appearance  to  the 
landing,  which  our  men  well  enjoyed,  especially 
those  who  had  been  so  long  away  from  navigable 
rivers,  and  every  body  interested  took  a  survey 
through  town  toward  the  river,  concluding  that 
every  thing  was  well  done.  .  On  the  levee  we 
found  many  hogsheads  of  superior  sugar,  which 
was  no  longer  confederate  property.  In  fact,  we 
found  ourselves  in  possession  of  a  large  amount 
of  contraband  property,  such  as  sugar,  corn,  cat- 
tle, mules,  horses,  wagons,  and  almost  every 
thing  necessary  and  useful  for  man  and  beast 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  twenty-ninth,  our  whole 
infantry  force  and  two  batteries  marched  en 
parade  through  the  principal  streets  of  Van 
Buren,  the  respective  field-bands  in  front,  the 
whole  of  the  streets  lined  with  spectators— even 
the  rebel  hospitals  nearly  emptied  to  look  at  the 
Lincolnites,  who  went  shouting  and  hurrahing 
with  an  enthusiasm  that  awakened  in  many  a 
rebel  heart  the  feeling  of  ^*  Oh !  could  I  be  among 
them  I"  All  around  you  could  hear,  "  What  a 
difference  in  appearance  between  these  and  our 
troops,"  or  "  How  far  superior  they  look  to  our 
men,"  etc,  etc.  In  short,  as  our  army  was  the 
first  of  the  Federals  that  ever  made  their  en- 
trance into  Van  Buren,  you  may  imagine  the 
surprise  of  the  citizens,  who,  instead  of  behold- 
ing *^  Pin  Indians,  Southern  tories,  Kansas  jay- 
hawkers,  hired  Dutch  cut-throats,  and  free  ne- 
groes," saw  nothing  but  well-clad  and  well-dis- 
cipline4  troops.  When  the  first  cavalry  entered 
Van  Buren,  the  women  inquired  whether  we  had 
any  Pins  along  with  us;  and  some  unsophisti- 
cated Federals,  not  knowing  that  they  meant 
Pin  Indians,  drew  forth  a  few  genuine  pins  to 
accommodate  the  ladies,  which  created  some 
merriment  amongst  those  who  knew  what  the 
ladies  meant 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-ninth  orders 
for  a  return  march  were  giv^n,  and  again  every 
mounted  man  provided  himself  with  a  peck  of 
shell-corn,  of  which  article  the  place  was  fulL 
At  about  five  o'clock  a  small  party,  consisting  of 
Brigadier-Generals  Blunt  and  Herron,  and  CoL 
Huston,  his  Adjutant-Qeneral,  Lieut  Chandler; 
Medical  Director,  Dr.  Porter,  and  Major  Bauzof^ 
accompanied  by  Henry  L.  Stierlin,  First  Missouri 
cavalry,  and  fourteen  of  his  men  armed  with 
axes  and  a  few  shooting-irons,  all  on  foot,  march- 
ed down  to  the  ferry-boat,  and  made  a  trip  across 
the  Arkansas  into  the  interior  of  Dixie.  The 
officers,  except  Captain  Stierlin,  stopped  near  the 
shore  while  the  latter  and  his  men  went  through 
the  woods  to  destroy  some  wagons,  said  to  be 
left  somewhere  by  the  rebels.  At  this  time  a 
deserter  came  in  from  Fort  Smith  with  the  in- 
fonnation  that  Hindman  had  burned  a  large  part 
of  the  fort,  including  all  buildings  containing 
confederate  stores ;  also,  that  he  ht^  burned  two 
steamboats  and  blown  up  a  magazine,  and  that 
he  had  left  with  his  whole  command,  as  was  sup- 
posed, to  a  place  called  Dardanelle.  After  the 
above-mentioned  command  had  accomplished  its 
errand,  the  whole  party  started  back  to  the  ferry- 
boat;   but  scarcely  had  it  arrived  there,  when 
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three  mounted  butternuts  made  their  appearance 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  Not  knowing  what 
they  wanted,  three  men  of  the  First  Missouri 
cavahy  were  ordered  to  inquire  into  their  wishes, 
but  before  they  could  reach  the  butternuts  they 
turned,  and  our  ipen  fired  upon  them  with  their 
revolving  carbines,  which  made  the  rebels  run, 
as  usual.  Before  the  ferry-boat  reached  the  Van 
Buren  side  of  the  river,  a  whole  cavalry  force 
was  observed  on  the  opposite  shore,  but  dark- 
ness prevented  us  from  further  observation. 

As  soon  as  the  ferry-boat  landed,  the  same 
command  that  had  gone  Over  with  the  Generals 
commenoed  to  cut  some  kindling-wood  from  the 
ferry-boat,  and  then  set  it  on  fire.  From  this 
they  went  to  the  three  steamboats,  and  a  dense 
smoke  soon  indicated  that  they  underwent  the 
same  process.  Another  steamboat,  the  Arkansas, 
which  was  lying  a  little  further  down-stream, 
was  also  set  on  fire.  The  two  boats,  to  wit,  the 
Frederick  Nortrebe  and  the  Rose  Douglas,  were 
first-class  boats,  and  had  a  splendid  outfit  The 
four  boats  were  valued  at  about  eighty  to  ninety 
thousand  dollars.  The  total  loss  to  the  confed- 
erates on  the  whole  occasion  cannot  be  less  than 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  While  the  steam- 
boats were  burning,  one  of  the  warehouses  on 
the  landing  caught  fire  therefrom;  it  also  was 
entirely  consumed.  This  warehouse  had  been 
occupied  by  the  confederates  as  a  storehouse. 
Thus  ended  the  experience  of  the  army  of  the 
fix}ntier  at  the  last  attempt  as  Arkansas  travel- 
lers, and  at  about  nine  o* clock  the  whole  of  the 
army  was  on  its  way  home  to  Prairie  Grove 
battle-field  and  Cane  Hill,  etc. 

The  rebels  sustained  losses  by  this  last  dash 
which  cannot  be  recovered  well  during  the  four 
seasons  of  1863,  and  the  Trans-Mississippi  army 
of  the  C.S.A.  received  a  blow  which  will  be  stun- 
ning to  them,  and  will  assist  lasgely  in- the  de- 
moralization of  their  available  forces.  The  caval- 
ry of  the  army  of  the  fi'ontier,  to  whom  the 
whole  credit  is  due,  has  now  proved  to  be  equally 
as  brave  and  daring  as  their  comrades,  the  in- 
fantry and  artillery,  and  you  may  safely  bet  on 
the  whole  army  of  the  frontier.  ^ 

The  loss  on  the  rebel  side,  as  far  as  learnt,  was 
.  seven  killed  and  many  wounded. 

It  is  here  well  in  place  to  add  that  after  the 
battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  the  rebel  regiments  in 
their  grand  skedaddle  marched  about  half  the 
distance  between  Prairie  Grove  and  Van  Buren 
with  white  flags.  Their  firight  must  have  been 
complete  entirely. 

From  citizens  of  Van  Buren  I  learned  the  fol- 
lowing market  prices  of  articles,  to  wit :  For  one 
barrel  of  common  whisky,  eight  hundred  dollars, 
or  a  good  house  and  lot ;  one  pound  of  coffee, 
two  dollars ;  one  sack  of  salt,  two  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  one  pair  of  coarse  boots,  forty  dolUrs ;  if 
a  little  lai^r  than  common  size,  sixty  dollars. 
Coffee,  salt  and  tea  commanded  the  highest  prices, 
and  would  even  dig  up  gold  instead  of  confed- 
erate currency.  Wheat  or  rye,  instead  of  Rio 
coffee,  and  spice-wood  tea,  are  principally  used. 
The  ladies  now  hunt  up  their  oldest  dresses,  and 


make  them  do  even  for  Sunday  attire.    Butter- 
nut colors  are  the  prevailing  colors  in  Dixie. 

Yours,  H.  J.  St. 

P.  S. — In  my  last  report,  I  forgot  to  add  Heniy 
W.  Williams,  to  the  ot  Louis  rebels  in  Hind- 
man*  s  army.  He  is  Quartermaster  in  Frost's 
division,  and  as  Mother  Famer  says,  looks  ctre- 
worn  and  old.  Louis  Kretschmar,  son  of  Cleric 
Kretschmar,  is  also  in  the  same  army. 


Doc.  91. 
GENERAL  SHERMAN'S  EXPEDITIGN. 

BaSSOURI  "DEMOCRAT**  ACCOUNT. 

HiLLiicn*8  BisTD,  La.,  Janoary  S,  1868,    ) 
TwBirrT-nTB  mLv  abotm  YKuaawoa.  f 

We  have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  not  ours, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  quite  the  reverse  It  was  a 
favorite  axiom  of  Sam  Patch  that  ^^  some  things 
could  be  done,  as  well  as  others ;"  but  that  is  t 
rule  that  has  many  exceptions,  and  General  Sher- 
man^s  expedition  is  one  of  them.  Fent,  Mi^  tid 
— in  a  horn.  In  other  words,  we  came,  we  saw, 
and  did  not  conquer.  Having  fiuled  to  take  Vicks- 
burgk,  the  next  best  thing  was  to  prevent  being 
taken  ourselves,  and  we  did  it  nobly.  A  dark 
night  is  sometimes  an  excellent  institution,  espe- 
cially if  it  be  accompanied  with  plentiful  showers 
of  rain,  with  a  due  infusion  of  fog.  Under  ofyra 
of  such  a  fortunate  concentration  of  events,  the 
right  wingof  the  Thirteenth  army  corps,under  com- 
mand of  Major-Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  saved  its  ba- 
con, else  your  correspondent  would  now  probably 
be  the  forced  recipient  of  the  hospitalities  of  tba 
good  people  of  Yicksburgh,  and  subsisting  on  **oora 
bread  and  common  doings,"  instead  of  &nng 
sumptuously  every  day  at  the  bountifully-spread 
board  of  the  steamer  White  Cloud. 

But  the  matter  is  too  grave  to  treat  lightly.  A 
stupid  blunder,  and  an  ignoble  attempt  to  forestal 
another  general's  laurels,  have  brought  shame 
and  calamity  to  our  country,  desolation  and  woe 
to  more  than  two  thousand  households,  and  peril 
to  the  cause  of  liberty  and  free  government 

When  on  the  twentieth  of  December  last,  ibis 
noble  fleet  of  over  a  hundred  transports,  bearii^ 
an  immense  army,  proudly  steamed  out  of  the 
port  of  Memphis,  with  colors  flying  and  drums 
beating,  who  could  have  imagined  the  humiliating 
finale  of  such  an  inunense  enterprise,  inaug^ted 
under  such  hopeful  auspices  ?  Why  these  hopes 
were  blasted,  and  who  is  responsible  for  sndi  a 
gigantic  disaster,  are  questions  which  the  Ameri- 
can people  will  insist  on  having  answwed.  When 
they  are  answered,  the  causes  will  be  found  in 
the  mismanagement,  incompetence,  and  probable 
insanity  of  the  commanding  general,  and  the  in- 
temperance, negligence,  and  general  inefficiency  ol 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  line  and  fidd-officos  of 
his  command.  Facts,  of  the  most  stubborn  kind, 
as  they  are  gradually  developed,  will  bear  oat  this 
sweeping  assertion.  From  notes  made  on  the 
way,  and  throughout  this  expedition,  I  wUl  en- 
deavor to  give  your  readers  a  brief  but  faithful 
account  of  all  the  events  of  interest  attending  it 
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On  Saturday  morning  orders  were  issued  for  all 
the  troops  to  embark  on  their  respective  trans- 
port%  and  be  ready  to  move  by  nme  o'clock  on 
Sunday  morning,  but  from  want  of  system,  many 
unexpected  delays  occurred,  which  detained  the 
fleet  until  late  in  the  afternoon.  The  scene  of 
confusion  which  characterized  this  embarkation 
was  probably  never  paralleled,  except  by  an  army 
making  a  precipitate  retreat  Companies  were 
separated  from  their  r^ments,  and  officers  from 
their  companies ;  batteries  were  on  one  boat,  and 
cussons  belonging  to  them  on  another ;  and  the 
horses  and  artillerymen  on  still  another.  The 
case  was  just  as  ba!d  with  the  cavalry  regiments, 
^  if  not  worse.  There  seemed  to  have  been  no  places 
proTided  for  them,  and  so  they  and  their  horses 
were  scattered  about  on  various  boats,  in  little 
squids,  wherever  room  could  be  found,  and  not 
the  slightest  attention  was  paid  to  putting  the  men 
on  the  same  boats  with  their  horses.  In  case  of 
emergency,  to  have  put  a  single  company  of  cav- 
ahy  on  shore,  mounted  and  equipped,  would  have 
involved  the  necessity  of  landing  half  a  dozen 
boats.  Part^of  this  confusion  may  have  been  at- 
tributable to  the  fact  that  on  the  day  previous  the 
anny  had  been  paid  off  for  the  first  time  in  several 
months,  and  men  and  officers  were  nearly  all  lively 
with  drink. 

All  the  transports  were  crowded  to  their  ut- 
most capacity,  and  as  they  had  all  been  hastily 
pretised  into  the  service  without  preparation,  of 
course  ih&e  were  no  adequate  accommodations 
for  the  troops,  either  for  comfort  or  cleanliness. 
The  men  were  all  huddled  between  decks  and  on 
tlie  guards  like  so  nuiny  sheep,  and  at  night  were 
compelled  to  sleep  in  a  space  scarcely  sufficient 
fo(  them  to  stand  comfortably  in  in  the  daytime. 
To  make  a  bad  matter  worse,  nearly  every  sol- 
dier had  managed  to  get  a  canteen  of  whisky, 
enough  to  keep  him  drunk  for  two  days  with  what 
they  had  already  taken,  and  for  that  space  of  time 
such  a  scene  of  riot  and  filthiness  was  scarce  ever 
witnessed.  I  was  shut  up  on  a  small  boat  with 
such  a  crowd,  and  never  before  realized  the  full 
force  of  the  expression :  *^  Hell  broke  loose. ^^  In 
the  cabin,  among  the  officers,  affairs  were  but  lit- 
tle better,  so  far  as  sobriety  was  concerned.  A 
Wge  proportion  of  the  officers  were  drinking  and 
gambling  day  and  night  during  the  entire  trip, 
uid  their  behavior  was  unbecoming  in  the  ex- 
treme. Their  conduct  excited  any  other  idea, 
father  than  that  of  a  band  of  patriots  going  down 
to  fight  the  battles  of  their  country.  Of  course 
there  were  many  noble  exceptions,  but  neither 
their  example  nor  influence  could  restrain  their 
more  unruly  companions. 

Until  we  got  below  Helena,  wood  was  so  scarce  on 
the  river,  &at  it  was  only  to  be  obtained  by  cut- 
ting it,  either  entirely  green  or  from  the  water- 
lo^ed  drifts  which  had  caught  against  the  banks. 
^  herever  a  good  placer  was  discovered,  the  boats 
lucky  enough  to  find  it  landed  and  all  hands  went 
out  with  axes,  and  in  a  few  hours  enough  was  ob- 
tained to  steam  on  to  the  next  good  pUce. 

When  the  fleet  approached  Napoleon,  Ark.,  the 
Post  Boy,  which  is  a  transportation  boat,  was  in 


the  advance,  and  as  she  neared  the  shore  she  was 
hailed  by  a  person  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  with 
the  information  that  there  was  a  band  of  guerrillas 
just  below,  waiting  to  fire  upon  her.  At  this  time 
she  was  the  only  boat  visible,  but  in  a  short  time 
the  remainder  of  the  fleet  made  its  appearance, 
and  the  guerrillas,  if  there  were  any,  concluded 
no  doubt  that  we  were  too  many  for  them.  At 
all  events,  at  this  point  there  was  no  firing.  The 
houses  in  the  town  appeared  to  be  nearly  all  de- 
serted, but  in  some  of  them  could  be  seen  persons 
standing  back  in  the  door,  as  if  to  escape  the  ob- 
servation of  their  neighbors,  and  waving  their 
handkerchiefs.  Napoleon  is  the  place  where  the 
first  shot  was  fired  at  a  Federal  steamer  on  the 
Mississippi  River,  but  there  may  be  some  Union 
people  there  nevertheless. 

HELENA. 

As  we  reached  this  point,  where  a  large  portion 
of  Gen.  Sherman^s  army  was  camped,  very  little 
of  the  city  could  be  seen  for  the  long  line  of  tents 
stretched  along  the  bank.  The  fleet  stopped  there 
for  the  night  and  took  on  the  troops  that  were  to 
accompany  the  expedition,  and  next  morning 
started  on  for  Friar^s  Point,  the  first  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. It  lay  there  all  night  apparently  with- 
out any  object,  and  about  nine  o* clock  next  morn- 
ing again  started  down  the  river,  and  reached 
Gaines^s  Landing,  one  hundred  and  fitly  miles  be- 
low Helena,  about  two  o* clock  p.m.,  where  it  stop- 
ped to  wood.  As  the  fleet  approached  this  point 
the  bank  appeared  to  be  lined  with  negroes,  who 
all  started  down  the  shore  hurrahing  and  shout- 
ing and  jumping,  and  cutting  all  kinds  of  antics. 
I  learned  from  some  of  them  that  they  thought 
the  fleet  was  going  down  to  set  all  the  slaves 
free. 

When  the  boats  landed,  a  negro  gave  informa- 
tion of  a  large  store  of  wood  of  the  best  quality, 
amounting  to  more  than  two  thousand  cords,  se- 
creted in  the  timber  near  the  bank,  in  a  place 
where  it  would  not  readily  have  been  found.  This 
was  a  great  prize,  and  ^as  instantly  levied  on  for 
the  use  of  Uncle  Sam.  Every  soldier  able  to  do 
duty  was  sent  on  shore  to  pack  wood,  and  by 
nightfim,  aU  the  boats  were  well  supplied  for 
nearly  the  whole  trip.  Near  the  wood  were  some 
ten  or  twelve  houses,  one  of  them  a  very  fine 
finme.  The  negroes  said  the  owners  had  gone  to 
join  the  Southern  army,  and  the  soldiers,  without 
more  ado,  burned  them  all  down.  Many  of  the 
negroes,  if  not  all,  came  on  the  boats,  and  are  now 
under  t^e  protection  of  the  army. 

At  early  light  the  next  morning  the  fleet  moved 
on  again,  and  as  General  Morgans  division  came 
opposite  a  little  village  known  as  Wood  Cottage 
Landing,  some  guerrillas,  secreted  in  a  clump  of 
undergrowth,  fired  a  volley  at  one  of  his  trans- 
ports. To  teach  them  a  lesson  for  the  future, 
Gen.  Morgan  sent  some  troops  on  shore  and  burnt 
every  house  in  the  neighborhood. 

inLLIKEN*S  BEND. 

This  was  to  be  the  kst  rendezvous  of  the  fleet 
before  it  started  out  for  active  operations  on  Vicks- 
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burgh,  and  we  arriyed  there  about  dark  on  the 
evening  of  the  twenty-fourth  December.  The  next 
day  would  be  Christmas,  and  many  of  the  soldiers 
had  the  idea  that  the  fleet  would  sail  right  in 
without  difiQculty,  and  that  they  would  take  their 
Christmas  dinner  in  Vicksburgh.  Many  ii^vita- 
tions  were  given  among  friends  for  a  dinner  at  the 
Preston  House.  They  little  dreamed  of  the  dis- 
appointment in  store  for  them,  or  that  New  Yearns 
day  would  find  them  on  the  wrong  side  of  the 
hUl. 

On  the  night  of  the  twenty-fourth,  Gen.  Sher- 
man sent  out  a  detachment  of  troops,  under  com- 
mand of  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith,  to  tear  up  a  section 
of  the  line  of  the  Vicksburgh  and  Texas  Railroad, 
about  ten  miles  west  of  Vicksburgh.  The  work 
w^s  well  and  quickly  done,  and  the  stations  at 
Delhi  and  Dallas  burned.  After  tearing  up  about 
a  mile  of  the  road,  General  Smith  discovered  that 
the  road  was  already  broken  at  a  point  eight 
miles  from  Vicksburgh,  so  that  the  damage  to  the 
enemy  was  not  as  great  as  had  been  anticipated. 
If  the  fleet  had  luided  a  little  higher  up  the  river, 
the  expedition  might  have  been  as  easily  sent 
to  Richmond — ^a  little  town  thirty  miles  from 
Vicksburgh,  and  no  further  from  the  river  than 
Dallas  or  Delhi — and  by  cutting  the  road  there, 
could  give  the  rebels  some  thirty  odd  miles  more  of 
hauling  to  do,  and  so  embarrassed  them  very 
much.  As  it  was,  the  expedition  accomplished 
nothing  of  any  importance,  and  the  delay  was  a 
very  serious  detriment  to  the  main  expedition,  as, 
of  course,  the  enemy  had  ample  time  and  oppor- 
tunity to  learn  of  our  approach,  and  spies  could 
count  every  boat  as  it  passed,  and  *  take  a  very 
approximate  estimate  of  our  strength  straight  to 
Vicksburgh. 

From  two  refugees  and  several  contrabands, 
who  came  to  the  fleet  while  we  lay  at  this  point, 
it  was  learned  very  satisfactorily  that  there  were 
no  more  than  fifteen  thousand  troops  at  the  out- 
side in  Vicksburgh ;  and  that,  although  there  were 
rifle-pits  and  breastworks  in  the  rear  of  the  city, 
there  were  no  soldiers  posted  there  or  batteries 
erected.  To  take  the  city  was  thought  to  be  an 
easy  job. 

All  of  Christmas  day  the  fleet  lay  at  Milliken*s 
Bend,  with  the  troops  on  the  transports,  in  a 
state  of  total  inactivity.  Nobody  knew  what  it 
meant,  and  every  body  was  suffering  from  listless- 
ness  and  ennui.  A  few  ineffectual  attempts  were 
made  to  get  up  Christmas  festivities ;  but  the  usual 
staples  were  non  est,  and  the  day  dragged  its 
slow  length  along  as  dismally  as  can  be  imagined. 

At  length,  as  evening  approached,  an  order  was 
received  from  Gen.  Sherman  to  prepare  to  move 
up  the  Yazoo  early  the  next  morning.  Imme- 
diately all  was  life  and  activity.  Long  faces  dis- 
appeared, and  the  joyful  anticipation  of  at  length 
commencing  operations  on  the  enemy  was  mani- 
fested in  every  countenance. 

At  daylight  next  mOming  all  was  ready,  and 
the  fleet  started  for  its  destined  port,  which  it 
reached  on  the  banks  of  the  Yazoo  about  noon 
the  same  day.  Many  years  ago,  about  eight  miles 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  the  Mississippi 


cut  a  new  channel  for  itself  across  a  bend,  coming 
into  the  main  channel  again  just  above  Vicksburirh. 
The  Yazoo  followed  the  old  channel,  and  the 
mouth  of  the  river  is,  therefore,  really  from  twelve 
to  fifteen  miles  below  where  it  was  originally ; 
but  from  the  old  mouth  to  the  new  the  rirer  is 
known  to  pilots  as  "Old  River."  Where  the 
fleet  landed  was  about  three  miles  above  Old 
River,  where  the  right  rested,  and  the  left  ex- 
tended to  within  three  miles  of  Haynes's  Bln^ 
the  intervening  space  being  about  six  miles. 

On  entering  the  Yazoo,  Sie  first  object  that  at- 
tracted the  attention  was  the  ruins  of  a  lar^ 
brick  house  and  several  other  buildings,  whidi 
were  still  smoking.  On  inquiry,  I  learned  that 
this  was  the  celebrated  plantation  of  the  rebel 
Gen.  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  who  was  killed  at 
Shiloh.  It  was  an  extensive  establishment,  work- 
ing over  three  hundred  negroes.  It  contained  a 
large  steam  sugar  refinery,  an  extensive  steam 
saw-mill,  cotton-gins,  machine-shop,  and  a  long 
line  of  negro  quarters. 

.  The  dwelling  was  palatial  in  its  proportions  and 
architecture,  and  the  grounds  around  it  were  mag- 
nificently laid  out  in  alcoves,  with  arbors,  trel- 
lises, groves  of  evergreens  and  extensive  flower- 
beds. All  was  now  a  mass  of  smouldering  ruins. 
Our  gunboats  had  gone  up  there  the  day  before, 
and  a  small  battery  planted  near  the  man.sion  an- 
nounced itself  by  plugging  away  at  one  of  the 
iron-clads,  and  the  marines  went  ashore  after  the 
gunboats  had  silenced  the  battery,  and  burned 
and  destroyed  every  thing  on  the  place.  If  any 
thing  were  wanting  to  complete  the  desolate  as- 
pect of  the  place,  it  was  to  be  found  in  the  som- 
bre-hued  pendent  moss,  peculiar  to  Southern  for- 
ests, and  which  gives  the  trees  a  funereal  aspect, 
as  if  they  were  all  draped  in  mourning.  As  on  al- 
most every  Southern  plantation,  there  were  many 
deadened  trees  standing  about  in  the  fields,  from 
the  limbs  of  all  of  which  long  festoons  of  dio«s 
hung,  swaying  with  a  melandioly  motion  in  eveiy 
breeze. 

The  weather,  since  the  starting  out  of  the  fleet, 
had,  up  to  this  time,  been  very  fine;  but  as  even- 
ing now  approached,  a  heavy  rain  commenced, 
which,  from  the  appearance  of  things,  bid  fidr  to 
continue  for  an  indefinite  period.  The  Tasoo 
River  was  low  and  the  banks  steep  and  about 
thirty  feet  high.  Along  the  edge  of  the  water, 
and  reaching  to  the  foot  of  the  bank,  is  a  den«e 
undergrowth  of  willows,  briers,  thorns,  vines  and 
live  oaks,  twined  together  in  a  most  disagreeably 
promiscuous  manner.  To  effect  a  landing  of  the 
troops  and  trains,  a  way  had  to  be  cut  through 
this  entanglement^  from  every  boat,  and  thi^ 
caused  such  a  delay  that  it  was  quite  dark  before 
all  the  troops  were  got  on  shore.  Tents  were 
pitched  for  the  night|  pickets  sent  out,  and  the 
army  encamped,  anxiously  awaiting  the  dawn  of 
the  next  day. 

On  the  following  morning,  a  scene  of  confusi'^n 
ensued  which  fully  equalled  that  of  the  embaiia- 
tion,  and,  in  fact,  resulted  from  it  Companies 
seeking  their  regiments,  officers  seeking  their 
companies;  men  hunting  for  missing  horses] 
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wagoners  seekinff  their  teams,  and  every  body- 
looking  for  something  which  could  not  be  found. 
The  first  troops  got  ashore  and  brought  into  line, 
were  Gen.  Blair's  brigade,  of  Gen.  Steele's  divi- 
sion, and  a  brigade  each,  from  Gen.  Morgan's  and 
General  M.  L.  Smith's  divisions.  Tliese  were  or- 
dered out  on  a  reconnoissance,  Gen.  Blair  on  the 
left,  and  the  other  brigades  on  the  right  The 
brigade  from  Gen.  Morgan  L.  Smith's  division 
met  the  enemy's  pickets  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  tlie  river,  and  captured  two  of  them.  One 
of  them  had  quite  a  number  of  letters  and  des- 
patches, which  from  their  tone  were  certainly 
manufactured  for  the  occasion,  and  designed  to 
mislead.  It  was  quite  apparent,  therefore,  that 
it  was  intended  by  the  enemy  that  these  pickets 
should  be  captured.  The  brigade  from  General 
Morgan's  division  found  the  enemy  with  a  battery 
on  the  right,  two  miles  from  the  river,  and  after 
a  slight  skirmish,  countermarched  and  returned 
to  the  river,  as  Gen.  Sherman  had  given  peremp- 
tory orders  that  no  engagement  should  be  brought 
on  that  evening. 

Vicksburgh  is  peculiarly  situated,  being  on 
a  hill,  with  a  line  of  hills  surrounding  it  at  a 
distance  of  several  miles,  and  extending  from 
Haynes's  Blufl^  on  the  Yazoo,  to  Warrenton,  ten 
miles  below  it  on  the  Mississippi  The  interven- 
ing space  Is  low  and  swampy,  and  full  of  lagoons, 
lakes,  quicksands  and  bayous.  There  are  few 
points  of  approach  across  it  to  the  hills  in  the 
rear  of  Vicksburgh,  and  these  are  extremely  diffi- 
cult The  ridge  of  hills  commencing  at  Haynes's 
Blu^  follows  the  course  of  the  river  below  at  a 
dl^Unce  of  about  four  miles,  and  is  about  three 
hundred  feet  high.  Just  below  Haynes's  Bluff 
comes  in  Chickasaw  Bayou  from  the  Yazoo,  and 
strikes  across  the  bottom-land  about  midway  be- 
tween the  ridge  and  the  river,  and  heading  near 
Vicksburgh. 

On  Saturday  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  the 
'fhole  army  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  and 
prepared  to  make  assaults  on  the  enemy's  works 
at  seTeral  different  points.  General  Steele's  divi- 
won  was  on  the  left ;  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  on  the 
right;  General  Morgan's  on  the  left  centre,  and 
Gen,  if.  L  Smith's  on  the  right  centre. 

At  Haynes's  Bluff,  is  a  venr  powerful  eight-gun 
battery  and  fort,  supported  by  a  force  of  several 
hundred  infantry.  This  fort  was  the  obstacle  to 
oiiT  fleet  making  any  farther  ascent  of  the  Yazoo, 
^d  our  gunboats  had  assailed  it  unsuccessfully 
on  the  twenty-fourth.  While  the  troops  were 
forming  m  line  of  battle,  several  gunboats  were 
Bent  up  to  make  another  attempt  on  the  battery, 
but  after  several  hours'  cannonading,  the  attempt 
J4s  abandoned  as  impracticable.  The  gunboat 
Benton  was  completely  disabled  in  the  affair,  nu- 
nierous  balls  having  penetrated  her  sides.  The 
firing  from  this  battery  was  remarkable  for  its 
accuracy.  There  were  thirty-four  shots  fired  at 
"»e  Benton,  and  of  the  number,  twenty-nine 
struck  her,  and  three  balls  entered  the  same 
port-hole.  Her  brave  commander.  Captain  Gwin, 
^aa  severely,  if  not  mortally,  wounded  by  a  can- 
non-ball, which  tore  the  flesh  from  his  breast 


Five  of  his  men  were  killed 
wounded,  all  the  latter  by 


and  right  arm. 
and  several  more 
splinters. 

After  the  line  of  battle  was  formed,  General 
Morgan  L.  Smith's  division  took  the  advance,  and 
moved  rapidly  on  the  enemy,  encountering  them 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  Chickasaw 
Bayou.  Skirmishing  immediately  began,  and  was 
kept  up  throughout  the  day,  the  enemy  contest- 
ing every  inch  of  the  road,  but  being  gradually 
pushed  back  toward  the  bayou.  The  evening 
before,  a  portion  of  General  Steele's  division  had 
been  redmbarked  on  the  transports,  and  landed 
above  Chickasaw  Bayou,  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tempting to  take  a  battery  in  the  rear,  which  com- 
manded the  only  point  where  a  crossing  could  be 
made  oi^  the  extreme  right.  This  was  at  a  place 
known  as  Mrs.  Lake's  plantation,  and  the  rebels 
had  a  force  there  in  possession  of  field  and  house. 
Owing  to  the  mud  and  other  difficulties,  the  land- 
ing of  this  portion  of  Gen.  Steele's  division  occu- 
pied the  whole  of  the  day  of  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  it  did  not  reach  the  scene  of  operations  until 
the  morning  of  the  twenty-seventh.  While  Gen. 
M.  L.  Smith's  division  was  skirmishing  with  the 
enemy  on  the  right  centre.  General  Blair^s  brigade 
and  Gen.  Morgan's  division  had  advanced  on  the 
left  by  different  routes,  and  came  into  position 
nearly  side  by  side,  close  by  Mrs.  Lake's  planta- 
tion. Skirmishing  took  place  with  the  enemy's 
infantry,  and  at  the  same  tfme  a  masked  battery 
opened  on  General  Blaii^s  brigade.  He  ordered 
Hoflftnan's  battery  to  return  the  fire  with  shell, 
and  in  a  few  minutes  the  rebel  battery  was  si- 
lenced, and  their  infantry  retreated  fVom  the  plan- 
tation to  the  cover  of  a  thicket  not  far  off. 

By  nightfall  the  enemy  had  been  driven  a  quar- 
ter of  a  mile  from  where  they  were  first  encoun- 
tered, and  the  contest  then  ceased,  both  forces 
resting  on  their  arms,  ready  to  renew  the  conflict 
in  the  morning.  During  the  night  silence  and 
darkness  prevailed  in  both  camps.  Not  a  fire 
was  lighted,  or  a  sound  made  by  which  either 
would  betray  its  position  to  the  other.  In  the 
night  a  light  wind  sprung  up,  blowing  toward 
the  river  from  the  enemy's  position,  and  the  night 
became  clear  and  frosty.  Amid  the  prevailing 
silence,  and  aided  by  the  wind,  the  sound  of  cars 
constantly  running  could  be  heard  on  the  Jack- 
son and  Vicksburgh  Railroad,  no  doubt  bearing 
reenforcements  ta  the  enemy.  During  the  night, 
the  enemy  was  no  doubt  busily  engaged  in  erect- 
ing rifle-pits  and  breastworks,  as  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  long  lines  of  them  could  be  seen, 
where  none  were  visible  the  night  before.  Sev- 
eral new  batteries  were  also  seen  on  the  heights 
beyond. 

It  now  became  a  matter  of  interest  among  the 
troops  to  know  where  General  Grant  was.  It 
had  been  understood  all  along  that  he  was  to  co- 
operate with  General  Sherman,  and  as  it  was  now 
manifest  that  the  enemy  was  much  stronger  than 
had  been  anticipated,  his  presence  was  anxiously 
looked  for,  and  all  kinds  of  rumors  began  to 
spread  in  camp  as  to  his  whereabouts.  Although 
the  reports  were  very  conflicting,  it  came  to  be 
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generally  belieyed  that  he  had  advanced  beyond 
Jackson,  and  would  join  Gen.  Sherman  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-seventh. 

A  little  before  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-seventh,  a  large  rocket  was  seen  to  ascend 
several  miles  distant  from  our  right  centre  in  the 
direction  where  it  was  supposed  General  Grant 
would  come  in  on  the  enemy's  rear.  This  was 
believed  by  the  troops  to  be  the  signal  of  his 
approach,  and  the  enthusiasm  of  the  men  was 
greatly  increased  by  it 

At  daylight  on  Sunday  morning,  the  enemy 
commenced  the  battle  by  a  heavy  cannonade  on 
General  Blair^s  brigade  and  General  Morgan's 
division  from  the  battery  across  the  bayou,  which 
the  detachment  from  General  Steele's  division  had 
been  sent  out  to  flank^  and  at  the  same  time  the 
conflict  was  renewed  by  General  M.  L.  Smith's 
division,  and  the  enemy  in  his  front,  Gen.  Smith 
leading  in  person.  After  an  hour's  hard  fighting, 
he  drove  the  enemy  from  their  position,  and  see- 
ing that  he  could  drive  them  across  the  bayou, 
started  out  to  the  front  with  his  Chief  of  Stafi^, 
Ghas.  McDonald,  Acting  Adjutant-General,  and 
two  orderlies,  to  look  for  a  place  where  he  could 
cross  his  army  in  the  pursuit,  designing  to  keep 
the  enemy  between  him  and  their  batteries  until 
he  was  ready  to  make  a  charge  on  the' latter. 
He  discovered  a  point  where  a  sand-bar  had 
formed  in  the  bayou,  and  which  could  be  passed 
without  difficulty,  a&d  as  he  was  in  the  act  of 
turning  his  horse  to  return  to  his  command,  a 
volley  of  about  seventy  shots  was  fired  at  him 
from  a  force  concealed  in  an  adjacent  canebrake. 
One  of  the  shots  took  effect  in  his  hip,  the  ball 
passing  in  an  oblique  direction,  and  lodging  in 
his  spine,  where  it  was  wedged  so  tightiy  that 
the  surgeons  could  not  remove  it 

The  wound  is  not  supposed  to  be  mortal,  but 
it  disables  him  firom  further  service  at  present 
He  evinced  great  coolness  on  the  occasion,  mere- 
ly turning  to  his  Chief  of  Staff,  and  remarking : 
**  Charley,  I've  got  one  of  them."  He  then  rode 
on  for  half  a  mile  as  if  nothing  had  happened, 
hoping  to  get  to  the  rear  without  his  men  know- 
ing that  he  was  wounded,  fearing  its  demoralizing 
effect  on  them.  He  was  unable  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, as  he  rapidly  became  faint  from  loss  of  blood, 
and  had  to  be  taken  in  an  ambulance  to  his  head- 
quarters on  one  of  the  transports.  The  ball  has 
since  been  extracted,  while  he  .was  under  the  in- 
fluence of  chloroform,  and  his  prospect  of  re- 
covery is  now  good.  lie  was  wounded  at  a  very 
inopportune  moment,  and  the  result  was  the  loss 
of  the  advantage  he  had  gained  over  the  enemy, 
who  now  retreated  successfully  across  the  bayou 
and  took  refuge  behind  their  intrenchments. 
The  command  then  devolved  temporarily  upon 
Gen.  Stuart,  who  seemed  somewhat  bewildered 
by  the  sudden  charge  which  had  devolved  upon 
him,  but  in  a  short  time  he  recovered  his  equa- 
nimity, and  kept  up  during  the  day  a  constant 
skirmishing  with  his  forces,  but  without  accom- 
plishing any  thing  of  importance.  The  oppor- 
tunity of  successfully  storming  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries in  that  position  was  lost  by  the  delay 


necessarily  occasioned  by  the  change  of  com- 
manders, and  it  could  not  be  regained. 

In  the  mean  time  General  BUir's  brigade  was 
busily  engaged  in  building  a  bridge  aox^s  the 
bayou  by  Mrs.  Lake's  house,  which  it  succeeded 
in  doing  under  a  very  heavy  fire,  and  the  brigade 
passed  over  in  safety,  with  the  loss  of  but  few 
men.  Among  these  was  Col.  John  B.  W)iuan, 
Thirteenth  Illinois  infantry,  who  was  killed  bj  a 
ball  passing  through  his  right  breast,  and  emerg- 
ing below  the  right  shoulder-blade.  He  was  an 
efficient  officer  and  accomplished  genUemao,  and 
greatly  beloved  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Between  General  Steele's  and  General  Morgan^s 
divisions  there  was  a  long  slough,  making  in  from 
the  bayou,  and  at  a  point  extending  into  a  lake 
by  a  few  hundred  yards  extent  During  the  daj 
it  became  a  matter  of  importance  to  establish  a 
communication  between  these  two  divisions,  and 
Captains  Green,  Scammon,  and  Lokalski,  of  Gen. 
Steele's  staff,  were  sent  out  to  reconnoitre  for  a 
road.  After  much  seeking,  they  found  a  place 
where  infantry  could  cross,  but  which  was  im- 
practicable for  artillery  or  cavalry.  As  long  as 
they  advanced  they  saw  no  signs  of  an  enemy, 
but  when  they  started  to  return,  they  found  the 
whole  woods  full  of  sharp-shooters,  and  they  had 
to  run  the  gauntlet  for  a  half-mile  amid  the  con- 
stant crack  of  rifles  from  foes  concealed  behind 
trees.  They  put  spurs  to  their  horses,  and  by 
rapid  flight  managed  to  escape  unharmed. 

There  appears  to  have  been  thus  far  no  general 
plan  of  battle,  in  which  each  commander  was  as- 
signed a  specific  part,  but  the  whole  operations 
of  the  day  seem  to  have  been  merely  a  series  of 
skirmishes  in  which  each  division  commander 
acted  on  his  own  responsibility.  Orders  were 
given  promiscuously,  and  obeyed  wh^  they  suit- 
ed  the  ideas  of  the  officer  receiving  them.  In 
several  cases,  parts  of  brigades  were  taken  in 
command  by  officers  of  other  divisions  than  the 
one  to  which  they  were  attached,  and  in  one  in- 
stance grave  consequences  very  nearly  resulted. 
Gen.  Thayer  had  placed  his  brigade  in  line  with 
the  intention  of  crossing  the  bayou,  south  of  Mrs. 
Lake's  house,  and  had  given  orders  that  when 
the  first  regiment  moved,  the  other  three  should 
follow.  Gen.  Thayor  moved  the  first  regiment 
forward,  and  under  a  heavy  fire  sucoeeded  in 
crossing  the  bayou  with  considerable  loss,  and 
turned  his  men  on  a  road  through  the  woods, 
and  was  soon  shut  out  fi*om  view  of  the  remain- 
ing regiments,  but  naturally  supposed  they  were 
following. 

In  the  mean  time  Gen.  Steele  had  sent  won!  to 
Gen.  Morgan  that  he  needed  reenforcements  at  i 
particular  point,  and  asked  for  a  regiment*  Geo. 
Morgan  thereupon  ordered  away  the  second  regi- 
ment of  Gen.  Thayer's  brigade,  and  the  third 
and  fourth  followed  them  according  to  the  orders 
issued  by  Gen  Thayer.  Gen.  Morgan  sent  word 
to  the  latter  of  the  change,  but  Uie  messenger 
being  killed  in  crossing  the  bayou.  Gen.  Thayer 
had  no  knowledge  of  it,  and  when  he  reached  the 
enemy's  front,  found  himself  in  the  face  of  a  su- 
perior force  without  any  support    He  was  oum- 
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pelled  to  beat  a  hasty  retreat  at  the  very  moment 
when  he  believed  himself  on  the  point  of  accom- 
Vi^^ng  an  important  achieyement.  The  day 
passed  without  any  considerable  results.  The  rat- 
tling of  musketry  and  booming  of  .cannon  had 
been  incessant  throughout  the  day,  but  when 
evening  came  all  the  firing  ceased,  except  an  oc- 
casional gun  fired  at  night  by  our  batteries,  and 
which  met  with  no  response.  It  afterward  ap- 
peared that  the  enemy  spent  the  night  in  con- 
structing a  second  line  of  rifie-t>its,  about  two 
hundred  yards  in  rear  of  the  first. 

No  accurate  estimate  could  be  made  of  our  loss 
during  the  day,  but  from  the  best  accounts  at- 
tainable it  appeared  to  be  small,  not  exceeding 
fiily  killed  and  two  hundred  wounded.  The  army 
wa8  still  biYouacking,  but  tents  were  sent  out  for 
the  wounded,  into  which  they  were  conveyed, 
and  received  all  the  attention  possible.  At  sun- 
down, when  the  firing  ceased.  General  Blair's 
brigade  returned  from  across  the  bayou  and  took 
a  podition  on  Gen.  Morgan's  right,  and  to  the  left 
of  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith's  division.  At  the  extreme 
right  was  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  where  it 
haid  ranuned  all  day;  and  Gen.  Steele  was  in 
the  rear  on  the  left,  as  a  reserve. 

On  Monday  morning  the  enemy  still  remained 
intrenched  in  force  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
bayou,  and  their  line  of  defences  could  be  seen 
extending  for  at  least  two  miles  up  the  blufis. 
Batteries  were  seen  planted  at  every  assailable 
point,  and  it  was  evident  that  the  rebels  had  ex- 
erted a  most  commendable  industry  during  the 
night  and  had.  prepared  to  make  the  most  deter- 
mined resistance  to  our  anticipated  assault  The 
position  was  naturally  strong,  and  all  the  appli- 
ances of  military  art  and  skill  had  been  brought 
into  requisition  to  make  it  a  second  Gibraltar. 
Far  back  on  the  highest  peak  of  the  hill  they 
had  erected  a  signal  station,  overlooking  all  the 
hattle^^und,  and  far  removed  from  the  reach 
of  shot  or  shell.  By  the  aid  of  a  glass  the  per- 
sons in  charge  of  the  station  could  be  easily 
seen;  and,  during  the  entire  day,  every  move- 
ment of  our  troops  was  signall^  to  the  com- 
manding general  Many  spectators  were  also 
posted  there  with  glasses,  among  whom  were  a 
number  of  women. 

It  had  been  arranged  that  at  an  early  hour  on 
Monday  morning  a  concerted  attack  should  be 
made  on  the  enemy's  works,  at  four  different 
points,  and  to  do  this  it  was  found  necessary  to 
construct  three  bridges  across  the  bayou  so  that 
artillery  could  be  ta]ken  over.  Accordingly,  by 
^ylight,  parties  were  sent  out  to  imdertake  this 
<langerous  enterprise.  Wherever  men  appeared 
with  this  view,  the  enemy  iumiediately  com- 
menced a  heavy  cannonade  upon  them,  and  their 
batteries  appeared  to  have  been  so  skilfully  placed 
as  to  command  every  point  where  a  bridge  was 
po^ble.  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  at  the  extreme  right, 
put  a  bridge  across  within  two  miles  of  Vicks- 
burgh,  but  it  was  not  brought  into  requisition. 
Oen.  Blair  had  already  got  a  bridge  across  at 
Mrg.  Lake's  house,  and  Gen.  Stuart,  commanding 
^^  Morgan  L.  Smitti's  division,  decided  to  at- 


tempt the  crossing  at  the  sand-bar,  where  Gen. 
Smith  had  intended  to  cross  when  he  was  wound- 
ed. The  bank  of  the  bayou,  opposite  this  bar, 
was  about  fifteen  feet  high,  and  it  was  further 
increased  by  an  embankment  or  levee  of  three 
feet  in  height.  This  bank  was  very  steep,  and 
the  land  being  sandy,  the  sides  had  caved  in,  so 
that  the  brow  overhung  about  a  foot  and  a  halt 
To  ascend  it  was  utterly  impossible  without  dig- 
ging a  road,  and  this  would  have  to  be  done  un- 
der a  deaddy  fire  from  the  enemy.  The  road 
across  the  sand-bar  was  about  two  hundred 
yards  in  length,  exposed  to  a  double  cross-fire, 
and  the  only  approach  to  it  was  over  a  fiat  hot* 
tom,  covered  with  fallen  trees. 

After  consultation  jirith  Colonel  Giles  Smith, 
brother  of  Gen.  M.  L.  Smith,  who  had  now  been 
assigned  the  command  of  the  division,  General 
Stuurt  resolved  to  attempt  the  enterprise.  The 
Sixth  Missouri  regiment,  under  command  of 
Lieut -Col.  Blood,  was  detailed  to  lead  the  van. 
It  was  necessary  first  to  send  two  companies  over 
to  dig  away  the  bank,  so  that  when  the  brigade 
came  over  it  could  rush  up  and  storm  the  works. 
The  duty  was  so  perilous,  that  Colonel  Blood  was 
unwilling  to  detail  any  companies,  and  called  for 
volunteers--^ne  company  to  take  picks  and  spades, 
and  the  other  muskets.  Company  F,  Capt  Bou- 
ton,  and  company  K,  Capt  Buck,  volunteered  for 
the  duty.  The  plan  was  to  make  an  excavation  . 
under  the  bank,  without  breaking  the  surface 
through,  but  so  that  it  could  be  caved  in  at  any 
moment  Amid  the  ptaudits  of  their  comrades, 
the  two  brave  companies  started  on  their  perilous 
march.  A  perfect  storm  of  bullets  met  them  on 
the  way,  and  with  the  loss  of  more  than  a  tenth 
of  their  number,  they  effected  the  crossing.  No 
more  desperate  enterprise  was  ever  undertaken, 
and  none  more  successfully  achieved.  Once  under 
the  protection  of  the  bank,  they  commenced  ply- 
ing pick  and  spade  in  a  manner  indicating  their 
appreciation  of  the  fact  that  they  had  no  time  to 
spare. 

In  the  mean  time,  to  keep  down  the  enemy^s 
sharp-shopters,  who  were  endeavoring  to  reach 
over  and  fire  at  them  down  the  bank,  the  Thir- 
teenth regulars  were  posted  on  the  right,  and  the 
batteries  from  General  Steele's  and  General  Mor- 
gan's divisions  on  the  left.  These  kept  up  a  con- 
tinual fire  until  the  work  was  completed.  Mean- 
while, Gen.  Morgan  prepared  to  assault  the  hill 
from  the  south  side  of  the  bayou,  supported  by 
Generals  Blair  and  Thayer,  but  Gen.  Blair  hav- 
ing already  crossed  the  bayou,  led  the  assault 
himself.  The  signal  for  Gen.  Stuart's  brigade  to 
attempt  the  crossing  at  the  sand-bar  was  to  be 
heavy  firing  from  General  Morgan's  division,  the 
assault  then  to  be  made  in  concert  Gen.  Blair, 
being  in  the  advance,  led  his  brigade  upon  the  first 
line  of  rifle-pits,  and  after  a  hard  but  brief  strug- 
gle, drove  the  enemy  to  their  second  line.  Be- 
tween the  two  lay  a  sort  of  ditch  or  small  slough, 
with  mud  and  quicksand  in  the  bottom.  As  Gen. 
Blair  advanced,  his  horse  got  inextricably  mired, 
and  the  General  coolly  slid  down  his  head,  and 
led  his  brigade  the  remainder  of  the  way  on  foot 
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The  other  mounted  officers  seeing  the  difficulty, 
abandoned  their  horses  also.  On  arriving  at  the 
second  line  of  rifle-pits  another  charge  was  made, 
supported  by  Hoflman*s  battery,  and  the  enemy 
was  again  routed  and  driven  mto  a  thicket,  or 
willow  grove. 

The  Thirteenth  Ohio  then  came  up,  and  in  a  hand- 
to-hand  conflict  drove  them  from  the  thicket  and 
took  possession  of  it,  but  were  in  turn  driven  out 
by  a  heavy  cannonade  from  the  enemy's  batteries 
on  the  hill.  The  enemy  then  commenced  retreat- 
ing up  the  hni,  General  Blair's  brigade  pursuing 
them,  when  all  of  a  sudden,  the  enemy,  from  a 
masked  battery,  opened  a  most  deadly  and  de- 
structive fire  upon  them,  with  grape  and  canister. 
In  a  few  minutes,  the  ground  was  covered  with 
the  dead  and  dying.  The  brigade  went  into  the 
action  with  less  than  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
men,  and  of  this  number,  six  hundred  and  forty- 
five  were  lost  in  killed,  wounded,  and  taken  pris- 
oners. Colonel  Thomas  0.  Fletcher,  Thirty-first 
Missouri  infantry,  was  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner, and  Lieutenant-Col.  Dister  was  killed.  The 
Thirty-first  Missouri  lost  sixteen  officers  in  killed 
and  wounded,  and  the  Twenty-ninth  Missouri, 
nine.  Of  the  Fifl;y-eighth  Ohio,  only  one  hundred 
and  seventy-five  men  were  left.  This  ended  the 
assault  on  the  hill  at  this  point,  and  Gen.  Blair, 
with  the  remainder  of  his  brigade,  fell  back  to  his 
position  on  the  right  of  General  Morgan. 

The  heavy  firing  from  Gen.  Morgan's  division, 
which  was  to  have  been  the  signal,  not  being 
heard,  and  the  excavation  under  the  bank  being 
completed,  the  men  sheltered  themselves  under 
it  the  best  they  could  and  waited  as  patiently  as 
the  circumstances  would  permit  for  the  next 
move.  Our  sharp-shooters  of  the  Thirteenth  regu- 
lars still  kept  up  a  fire  to  prevent  firing  from  the 
bank,  and  in  some  instances  their  aim  was  too  low, 
and  the  consequence  was  that  they  shot  dead  two 
of  our  own  men.  The  men  sent  up  a  shout,  "Pire 
higher,"  and  the  rebels  on  the  banks  attempted 
to  drown  their  voices  by  superior  numbers  shout- 
ing :  "  Fire  lower."  The  parties  were  so  close  to- 
gether that  when  the  rebels  reached  their  guns 
over  the  bank  and  depressed  them,  those  below 
could  easily  have  crossed  bayonets  with  them. 
Conversation  could  be  easily  carried  on,  and  one 
rebel  cried  out :  "  What  regiment  is  below  f  On 
being  answered  that  it  was  the  "Sixth  Missouri," 
he  replied :  "  It  is  too  brave  a  raiment  to  be  on 
the  wrong  side.** 

It  was  now  nearly  evening,  and  the  men  had 
tasted  no  food  since  before  day,  and  one  of  them 
called  out :  "Have  you  got  any  thing  to  eat  up  there, 
Pm  hungry  ?"  Immediately  a  large  loaf  of  corn- 
bread  was  thrown  on  the  bank  to  them,  and  was 
welcomed  heartily.  The  signal  for  the  assault 
still  being  unheard,  and^a  heavy  rain  coming  up, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  by  Capt.  Bouton  to  send 
back  a  messenger  for  further  orders,  and  private 
Mallsby  volunteered  to  undertake  the  dangerous 
exploit  He  crossed  in  safety,  and  in  a  few  min- 
utes the  remainder  of  the  gallant  Sixth,  led  by 
Lieut. -Col.  Blood,  started  over  to  their  assistance, 
amid  a  renewed  shower  of  bullets,  and  made  the 


passage  with  the  loss  of  one  sixth  their  number. 
CoL  Blood  was  wounded  inthe  left  shoulder h^ 
a  ball,  which,  striking  against  a  memorftndum, 
glanced,  or  it  would  have  passed  through  his 
body.  His  wound  is  not  dangerous.  Lieutenant 
Vance  was  the  only  officer  lulled.  By  the  time 
Lieut -Col.  Blgod  got  his  r^ment  across,  the  day 
was  hopelessly  lost  by  the  repulse  of  the  army  at 
other  points,  and  about  dark  he  received  orders 
to  retire  at  discretion.  Under  cover  of  the  rain 
and  darkness  he  brought  his  regiment  back,  a 
company  at  a  time,  until  all  were  over,  without 
the  loss  of  a  man,  and  only  two  wounded  slightly. 

Not  until  the  night  was  pitchy  dark  did  the 
firing  all  cease,  and  floods  of  rain  were  now  de- 
scending as  if  we  were  to  have  a  second  edition 
of  Noah.  The  ground  where  the  fighting  was 
done  was  all  low  and  marshy,  and  soon  the  water 
and  mud  were  several  inches  deep.  No  pre))an- 
tions,  whatever,  had  been  made  for  the  wounded, 
all  the  accommodations  having  been  exhausted 
on  the  wounded  of  the  day  before,  and  all  that 
pitiless  night  and  all  the  next  day,  the  wounded 
lay  in  their  agony  on  that  oozy  b^  under  a  soak- 
ing rain,  uncared  for,  and  many  who  had  fallen 
on  their  faces  and  were  unable  to  turn  themselves, 
smothered  in  the  mud,  and  many  more  died  from 
the  exposure.     It  was  horrible  to  think  of 

The  only  means  I  had  of  arriving  at  any  idea 
of  our  loss  is  by  common  rumor,  which  places  it 
at  about  two  thousand  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
captured.  That  is  the  estimate,  made  in  the  rough 
by  the  Commanding  General,  according  to  oommon 
report.  I  know  of  nothing  to  lead  me  to  think 
the  number  under-estimat^  The  heaviest  loss 
was  in  Gen.  Blair's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Thir- 
teenth Illinois  infantrjr.  Twenty-ninth,  Thirtieth 
and  Thirty-first  Missouri  infantry,  and  Hoffman  s 
Ohio  battery.  This  brigade  acted  most  heroically, 
and  Gen.  Blair  showed  himself  an  able  and  brave 
commander. 

Where  all  acted  so  bravely,  it  seems  almost  in- 
vidious to  mention  individual  cases,  but  there  were 
several  instances  which  came  to  my  knowledge, 
which  should  not  be  passed  over.  Sei^  Bailey. 
of  company  F,  Sixth  Missouri  infantry,  did  him- 
self great  credit  by  placing  himself  at  tiie  head  of 
his  company,  when  the  conmiissioned  officers  were 
unaccountably  absent,  and  leading  them  acro^ 
the  bayou  under  the  enemy's  heaviest  fire.  Pri- 
vate Mallsby,  company  P ;  Sergt  Mark  Anthony, 
company  D,  and  B.  F.  Ingram,  Lieutenant-CoL 
Blood's  orderly,  also  distinguished  themselves  hy 
acting  as  volunteer  messengers  to  (toss  the  bayou 
with  despatches,  when  to  do  so  was  apparoitly  to 
rush  on  certain  death.  Each  of  these  brave  men 
crossed  three  times  during  the  day,  and  Anthony 
and  Mallsby  were  both  severely  wounded. 

Private  P.  W.  Taylor,  of  Belleville,  111.,  was  pro- 
moted for  bravery  on  the  field  during  the  la«t 
day's  action.  While  the  two  companies  of  the 
Sixth  Missouri  were  crossing  the  sandbar,  five  of 
their  number  were  shot  down,  and  in  the  hurried 
advance  their  picks  and  spades  were  not  taken  up. 
After  they  got  under  the  bank  it  was  found  very 
important  to  have  those  implements,  and  prints 
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Ifadison,  company  E,  went  out  and  got  them,  and 
although  several  hundred  shots  were  fired  at  him, 
he  was  unltarmed. 

Gen.  Sherman  expressed  himself  as  well  satis- 
fied with  the  behavior  of  all  iiis  troops,  but  said 
the  Sixth  Missouri  deserved  to  be  immortalized. 
General  Stuart  said  he  never  read  of  more  heroic 
conduct  in  the  annals  of  warfare. 

The  heavy  njns  of  last  night  and  the  conse- 
quent condition  of  the  low,  swampy  ground,  pre- 
vented the  possibility  of  any  military  operations 
on  this  day,  by  land.  General  Sherman  sent  out 
parties  with  fiags  of  truce,  to  bury  the  dead  and 
bring  away  the  wounded,  and  the  whole  day  was 
consumed  in  the  discharge  of  this  melancholy 
duty.  It  was  discovered  that  the  enemy  had  car- 
ried off  all  the  slightly  wounded  as  prisoners  of 
war,  leaving  only  those  who  were  unable  to  walk. 
All  the  dead  had  been  robbed  of  their  haversacks, 
and  many  of  the  bodies  stripped  of  their  outer 
clothing.  During  the  day,  many  rebel  soldiers 
came  down  to  the  flags  of  truce  and  manifested  a 
disposition  to  be  quite  friendly,  and  in  some  in- 
stances, assisting  in  burying  the  dead.  They 
aL^>  brought  a  few  Vicksburgh  papers  of  that 
fflomlng,  containing  a  glowing  account  of  the  bat- 
tle, and  jubilating  over  the  repulse  of  the  Yan- 
kees. They  estimated  the  numbers  engaged  in 
the  battle,  at  three  thousand  on  the  part  of  the 
rebels,  and  fifteen  thousand  on  the  part  of  the 
Federals.  The  weather  had  cleared  off  as  sud- 
denly in  the  morning  as  the  rain  had  come  up  on 
the  evening  before,  and  the  beauty  of  the  day,  with 
its  soft  and  languid  air,  illy  harmonized  with  the 
mournful  work  in  which  our  army  was  engaged. 
By  night,  the  last  sad  ofiSce  of  burying  the  dead 
was  completed,  and  the  wounded  were  borne  from 
the  field  to  the  hospital-boats. 

The  condition  of  the  ground  was  still  such  as 
to  prevent  any  operations  on  the  Yazoo  swamps, 
and  Gea  Steele  proposed  to  Gen.  Sherman  that 
a  division  be  sent  up  the  Yazoo  on  the  transports, 
as  near  to  Haynes's  Bluff  as  they  could  get  wi^- 
OQt  coming  within  range  of  the  guns  from  the 
battery,  and  that  the  troops  then  land  and  assault 
the  works  in  the  rear  while  the  gimboats  engaged 
the  batteries  in  front.  After  consultation  with 
the  other  division  commanders.  General  Sherman 
approved  the  plan,  and  detailed  General  Steele^s 
division  to  carry  it  into  execution.  At  an  early 
liour  in  the  afternoon,  the  troops  designated  were 
enilwked  on  the  transports,  reinforced  by  the 
Sixth  and  Eighth  Missouri  regiments  from  General 
Morgan  L.  Smithes  division.  The  expedition  was 
prdered  to  sail  at  daylight  on  the  following  mom- 
^,  but  when  daylight  came  it  was  accompanied 
^y  a  dense  fog  which  did  not  clear  away  until 
'iearly  noon.  The  Expedition  was  then  aban- 
doned. 

After  the  fog  cleared  away,  the  troops  were 
again  landed,  and  during  the  remainder  of  the 
day  remained  idly  and  listlessly  in  camp,  in  mo- 
mentary expectation  of  receiving  an  order  for  a 
jjiovement  of  some  kind.  Toward  evening  a 
h'jrsenian  was  seen  riding  along  the  shore  dis- 
tiibutiiig  orders  to  the  various  boats,  and  soon 


the  roll  of  the  drums  along  the  lines  indicated 
the  reading  of  an  order.  Groups  of  anxious  list- 
eners gathered  around  each  regimental  command- 
er as  he  read  the  order,  whi(3i  proved  to  be  an 
order  for  every  regiment  to  embark  on  its  origin- 
al transport,  and  be  ready  to  move  by  daylight  in 
the  morning.  Soon  all  was  hurry  and  bustle, 
loading  on  horses,  teams,  batteries,  and  stores, 
and  mustering  the  men  on  board,  and  long  be- 
fore midnight  every  thing  was  on  the  transports 
except  the  hospital  teams  and  ambulances,  and  a 
few  pickets. 

Up  to  this  time  the  soldiers,  although  they  knew 
they  had  been  repulsed,  had  no  idea  they  were  de- 
feated ;  and  the  construction  they  put  on  the  move- 
ment was,  that  it  was  a  rtise  to  induce  the  enemy 
to  advance  from  their  intrenchments  into  the 
bottom-land.  But  why,  it  was  asked,»  if  that  is 
the  case,  put  all  the  wagons  and  heavy  batteries 
on  board  at  the  expense  of  so  much  labor  and  in- 
convenience ?  Tlie  answer  was,  that  there  were 
a  great  manjr  secession  sympathizers  along  with 
the  expedition,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
ceive them  also,  lest  they  give  information  of  the 
ruse  to  the  enemy.  Daylight  came,  and  the  ex- 
pedition did  not  move,  and  noon  came  and  the 
fleet  was  quietly  moored  to  the  shore.  That  it 
was  a  ru8e  was  now  no  longer  doubted,  and  the 
pickets  brought  in  word  that  the  enemy  was'  ad- 
vancing toward  us  by  the  left.  An  order  was 
immediately  given  for  the  fleet  to  sail,  while  a 
small  force  was  sent  out  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
check,  assisted  by  the  gunboats. 

By  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  last  boat 
passed  out  at  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  where  just 
one  week  before  it  had  sailed  in  so  triumphantly. 
The  expedition  which  was  to  have  taken  Vicks- 
burgh so  easily,  ingloriously  and  ignominiously 
fled,  leaving  the  exulting  foe  in  undisputed  pos- 
session of  the  battle-ground. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo  the  fleet  was  met 
by  the  steamer  Tigress,  having  on  board  General 
McClemand.  General  Sherman  reported  to  him, 
and  in  a  short  time  issued  the  following  order : 


4 


Hkaoquartsrs  Riotit  Wiko  Armt  or  tric  Tknnbskb, 
Stbahkb  Foanr  Qcbsx,  Milukkh's  Bkno, 

Juiaary  4, 1868. 

General  Order,  No.  5. 

Pursuant  to  the  terms  of  General  Order,  No. 
1,  made  this  day  by  Gen.  McClernand,  the  title 
of  our  army  ceases  to  exist,  and  constitutes  in 
the  future  the  Army  of  the  Mississippi,  composed 
of  two  "  army  corps,"  one  to  be  commanded  by 
General  G.  W.  Morgan,  and  the  other  by  myself. 
In  relinquishing  the  command  of  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee,  and  restricting  my  authority  to  my 
own  **  corps,"  I  desire  to  express  to  all  command- 
ers, to  the  soldiers  and  ofiScers  recently  operating 
before  Vicksburgh,  my  hearty  thanks  for  the  zeal, 
alacrity,  and  courage,  manifested  by  them  on  all 
occasions.  Wc  failed  in  accomplishing  one  ^eat 
purpose  of  our  movement,  the  capturing  of  Vicks- 
burgh, but  we  were  part  of  a  whole.  Ours  was  h\x* 
part  of  a  combined  movement,  in  which  others 
were  to  assist.  We  were  on  time.  Unforeseen 
contingencies  must  have  delayed  the  others. 


818 


REBELLION  RECX)RD,  1862-68. 


We  have  destroyed  the  Shreveport  road,  we 
have  attacked  the  defences  of  Vicksburgh,  and 
pushed  the  attack  as  far  as  prudence  would  jus- 
tify, and  having  found  it  too  strong  for  our  single 
column,  we  have  drawn  off  in  good  order  and  good 
spirits,  ready  for  any  new  move.  A  new  command- 
er is  now  here  to  lead  you.  He  is  chosen  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  who  is  charged 
by  the  Constitution  to  maintain  and  defend  it, 
and  he  has  the  undoubted  right  to  select  his  own 
agents.  I  know  that  all  good  officers  and  sol- 
diers will  give  him  the  same  hearty  support  and 
cheerful  obedience  they  have  hitherto  given  me. 
There  are  honors  enough  in  reserve  for  all,  and 
work  enough,  too.  Let  each  do  his  appropriate 
part,  and  our  nation  must  in  the  end  emerge 
from  this  dire  conflict,  purified  and  ennobled  by 
the  fires  which  now  test  its  strength  and  purity. 
All  officers  of  the  general  staff  not  attached  to 
my  person  will  hereafter  report  in  person  and  by 
letter  to  Major-General  McClernan^  commanding 
the  army  of  the  Mississippi,  on  board  the  steamer 
Tigress,  at  our  rendezvous  at  Gaines*s  Landing, 
and  at  Montgomery  Point. 

By  order  of  Major-General  W.  T.  Sherman. 

J.  H.  Hammond,  A.A.G. 

Very  apolegetic,  and  very  boastful  is  the  above 
order.  I  once  read  of  a  boy,  who  quarrelling 
with  another  boy  said :  "  Dern  you,  if  I  can't  lick 
you,  I  can  make  mouths  at  your  sister."  Per- 
naps  the  reader  may  fail  to  see  that  General  Or- 
der No.  5,  is  an  amplified  parody  of  that  trans- 
action, but  I  think  not 

It  is  an  old  and  very  true  saying,  that  straws 
show  which  way  the  wind  blows.  Perhaps  I  can 
furnish  the  public  with  a  straw  or  two,  which 
will  not  jonly  show  the  way  it  blows,  but  why  it 
set  so  strongly  in  a  particular  direction.  When 
I  was  at  Holly  Springs,  just  after  Gen.  Sherman 
had  returned  from  there,  I  overheard  a  conversa- 
tion at  the  Provost-MarshaPs  office,  in  which  one 
soldier  said  to  another:  '^I  was  lyin^  in  my  tent 
when  Old  Bill  was  here,  (meaning  Gen.  Sherman) 
and  he  and  General  Stuart  came  by  my  tent  and 
talked.  I  heard  him  say  to  Gen.  Stuart :  *  It  will 
never  do  to  let  General  Grant  get  to  Vicksburgh  at 
the  same  time  we  do,  or  he  will  take  all  the  credit 
If  I  can  get  a  division  from  him,  it  will  not  weaken 
him  much,  and  will  strengthen  me  greatly.  Then 
with  what  forces  I  can  pick  up  at  Memphis  and 
Helena,  we  can  go  in  kiting.' " 

This  may  possibly  account  for  why  he  was  "  on 
time,"  and  so  much  ahead  of  Gen.  Grant,  who,  I 
presume,  was  one  of  the  "  others"  who  were  "  to 
assist"  It  was  also  known  to  General  Sherman 
that  the  President  had  selected  and  designated 
Gen.  McGlemand  as  **  his  agent"  to  command  the 
expedition.  This  may  account  for  the  haste  in 
which  Gen.  Sherman  started  from  Memphis  be- 
fore he  got  the  expedition  half  organized.  He  no 
doubt  expected  to  take  Vicksburgh  quite  easily, 
and  so  confident  was  he  of  reaping  all  tKe  glory, 
that  on  the  way  down  he  was  quite  hilarious  over 
the  conceit,  and  wondered  "  what  Mac  (meaning  i 
General  McClemand)  would  think  of  it  when  he  i 


found  how  he  had  got  the  start  of  him  T  Alas 
for  human  vanity  !  The  bladder  is  punctured  and 
the  wind  let  out,  and  it  is  to  be  ho;^  never  to 
become  so  inflated  again. 

All  the  principal*  New- York,  St  Louia  and  Chi- 
cago papers  had  correspondents  with  Gen.  Sher- 
man^s  army,  and  from  time  to  time,  as  despatch- 
boats  went  up  the  river  from  the  fleet,  sent  to 
their  respective  papers  full  and  detailed  accounts 
of  all  matters  pertaining  to  it,  that  could  interest 
the  public,  without  giving  information  to  the 
enemy.  These  accounts  were  obtained  with 
great  labor  and  at  great  personal  risk,  especially 
the  accounts  from  the  battle-field.  Gen.  Shermui 
not  only  detained  these  accounts,  but  committed 
the  heinous  crime,  punishable  by  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiaiy,  of  violating  the  seals  and 
perusing  the  contents.  That  he  will  escape  all 
punishment  due  to  his  crime,  except  the  condem- 
nation of  public  opinion,  no  one  can  doubt;  but 
nevertheless,  he  is  morally  just  as  guilty  as  though 
he  had  been  tried  by  a  jury  of  his  peers  and  con- 
victed. The  outrage  is  mexcusable  in  any  aspect 
If  he  feared  information  being  given  to  the  enemy, 
he  would  have  been  justified  as  a  war  measure  in 
detaining  the  correspondence,  and  no  correspond- 
ent would  have  complained,  although  be  mi|rht 
have  felt  unreasonably  annoyed ;  but  the  Tiolar 
tion  of  the  sanctity  of  a  private  seal  admits  of  no 
palliation. 

Only  two  motives  suggest  themselves  for  this 
tyrannical  act  of  surveillance-— one,  a  pitiful  in- 
quisitiveness  as  to  what  correspondents  said  of 
him ;  and  the  other,  a  design  of  using  their  notes 
to  assist  in  making  out  his  official  report,  in  the 
absence  of  any  adequate  arrangements  made  by 
him  for  getting  details  expeditiously.  Major  J. 
H.  Hammond,  his  chief  of  sta^  and  in  chaffs  of 
the  postal  arrangements,  lent  himself  as  the  pliant 
tool  of  Gen.  Sherman  in  this  nefarious  buf$ine5s« 
by  pretending  a  great  desire  to  facilitate  the  tran^ 
mission  of  correspondence,  but  no  sooner  had  he 
inveigled  the  unsuspecting  victims  into  tnistine 
their  despatches  to  his  care,  than  he  immediately 
turned  them  over  to  his  master.  Two  days  he- 
fore  the  expedition  sailed,  Gen.  Sherman  issued 
an  order,  very  ingeniously  worded,  so  as  not  to 
mention  correspondents,  but  yet  placing  it  in  his 
power  to  hold  them  under  his  thumb  when  he 
had  once  got  them  in  a  position  where  they  could 
not  help  themselves.  Extraordinarily  cnoti^ 
this  order  was  not  promulgated  until  the  very 
moment  when  the  fleet  left  Helena,  and  there 
was  no  opportunity  for  any  one  to  return  if  so 
disposed.  With  no  possibility  of  stopping  nr  of 
returning,  the  poor  correspondents  were  complete- 
ly at  his  mercy.     The  order  was  as  follows : 

Hba2H)Uabtbss  Rigbt  Wivo,  THurmEirni  Aairr  Ooitn,  [ 
Mbmpbis,  Tksx.,  December  IS,  laiL    I 

General  Order,  No.  8. 

I.  The  expedition  now  fitting  out  is  purely  of 
a  military  character,  and  the  interests  inTolTed 
are  of  too  important  a  character  to  be  mixed  np 
with  personal  and  private  business.  No  dtisen, 
male  or  female,  will  be  allowed  to  accompany  it 
unless  employed  as  part  of  a  crew  or  as  sarants 
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to  the  transports.  Female  chambermaids  to  the 
boats,  and  nurses  to  the  sick  alone,  will  be  al- 
lowed, unless  the  wives  of  captains  and  pilots 
actually  belonging  to  the  boats.  No  laundress, 
officer's,  or  soldier's  wife  must  pass  below  He- 
lena. 

IL  No  person  whateyer,  citizen,  officer,  or  sut- 
tler,  will,  on  any  consideration,  buy,  or  deal  in 
cotton  or  other  produce  of  the  countiy.  Should 
anr  cotton  be  brought  on  board  of  any  transport 
goiDg  or  returning,  the  brigade  quartermaster, 
of  which  the  boat  forms  a  part,  will  take  posses- 
BioD  of  it,  and  invoice  it  to  Captain  A.  R.  Eddy, 
Chief  Quartermaster  at  Memphis. 

III.  Should  any  cotton,  or  other  produce,  be 
brought  back  to  Mebiphis  by  any  chartered  boat, 
Capt  Eddy  will  take  possession  of  the  same,  and 
seU  it  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  SUtes.  If 
iccompanied  by  its  actual  producer,  the  planter 
or  fiKtor,  the  Quartermaster  will  furnish  him 
with  a  receipt  for  the  same,  to  be  settled  for,  on 
proof  of  his  loyalty,  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

IV.  Boats  ascending  the  river  may  take  cotton 
from  the  shore,  for  bulkheads,  to  protect  their 
engines  or  crew,  but  on  arrival  at  Memphis,  it 
will  be  turned  over  to  the  Quartermaster  with  a 
statement  of  the  time,  place,  and  name  of  its 
owner.  The  trade  in  cotton  must  await  a  more 
peaceful  state  of  affairs. 

V.  Should  any  citizen  accompany  the  expedi- 
tion below  Helena,  in  violation  of  these  orders, 
any  colonel  of  a  regiment  or  captain  of  a  battery 
will  conscript  him  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  for  the  unexpired  term  of  his  command. 
If  he  show  a*  refractory  spirit,  unfitting  him  for 
a  soldier,  the  commanding  officer  present  will 
turn  him  over  to  the  captain  of  the  boat  as  a 
deck-hand,  and  compel  him  to  work  in  that  ca- 
pacity, without  wages,  until  the  boat  returns  to 
Memphis. 

VI.  Any  person  whatever,  whether  in  the  ser- 
^ce  of  the  United  States,  or  transports,  found 
nuLkiug  reports  for  publication,  which  might 
reach  the  enemy,  giving  them  information,  aid, 
•od  comfort,  will  be  arrested,  and  treated  as 
spies. 

By  order  of  Major-Qeneral  Shbkman. 
J.  H.  Hammond, 

imor,  ud  A.A.O. 

Notwithstanding  General  Sherman^s  pretended 
Z£^  to  prevent  information  being  given  to  the 
enemy,  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that  scores  of 
nhid  secessionists  accompanied  the  expedition, 
fliid  generally  in  Government  employment  For 
instance,  many  of  the  pilots,  engineers,  mates, 
and  captains  of  tlie  transports  were  openly  avow- 
ed Southern  sympathizers,  and  whenever  the 
Wts  landed,  these  persons  were  allowed  to  go 
on  shore,  and  communicate  with  any  one  they 
pleased.  Especially  was  this  the  case  at  Milli- 
Ken's  Bend,  only  twenty-five  miles  from  Vicks- 
hurgh,  where  the  fleet  lay  for  thirty  hours. 

At  this  point,  four  large  Parrott  guns  on  the 
GcDend  Anderson,  which  was  the  ordnance-boat, 
were  found  to  have  balls  rammed  home  without 


powder  in  them,  and  the  supply-pipe  to  the  boil- 
ers was  cut  in  the  hold.  With  great  difficulty 
the  balls  wer^  gotten  out  by  putting  powder  in 
at  the  touch-hole,  a  few  grains  at  a  time.  I  did 
not  learn  that  any  investigation  had  been  insti- 
tuted as  to  who  were  the  guilty  parties,  but  as 
two  engineers  were  found  missing,  it  is  safe  to 
infer  that  they  were  the  ones. 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  the  fleet  reached 
the  mouth  of  White  River,  and  for  nearly  two 
days  lay  at  its  rendezvous  at  Montgomery  Point, 
just  above  it  It  was  understood  that  a  portion 
of  it  would  go  up  White  River  and  the  remainder 
up  the  Arkansas,  for  some  purpose  not  stated. 
On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  the  steamer  White 
Cloud  left  the  fleet  for  St  Louis  with  the  mail, 
and  the  City  of  Memphis  with  the  sick  and 
wounded;  and  on  the  former  boat  I  took  pas- 
sage as  bearer  of  my  own  despatches  and  a  mul- 
titude of  letters  from  the  soldiers  to  the  ^^  loved 
ones  at  home."  D. 

COLONEL  WILLIAMSON'S   REPORT.* 


HKADQUARTKm  FocRTn  lOWA  Ikfaxtrt 
Battue-^bu>  kkar  Vicksburgh, 

December 


XTRT,  ) 

,  Miaa.,     V 
80.  18«9. 1 


Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  in  the  battle 
before  Vicksburgh,  on  the  twenty-eighth  and 
twenty-ninth  inst  by  the  Fourth  Iowa  infantry. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth,  I 
took  the  position  assigned  me  on  the  right  of  the 
brigade.  In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Gen- 
eral commanding  the  brigade,  I  detailed  thirty 
men  from  my  regiment,  under  command  of  First 
Lieutenant  £.  C.  Miller,  of  company  G,  to  act  as 
pioneers  and  skirmishers. 

Of  those  thirty  men,  one  was  killed  and  five 
wounded  during  the  day. 

The  regiment  remained  in  position  on  the  right 
of  the  brigade  all  day,  at  intervals  under  fire  of 
the  enemy^s  artillery,  without  becoming  generally 
engaged. 

Late  in  the  evening  the  regiment  fell  back  with 
the  brigade  to  the  transports,  and  reembarked 
during  the  night,  and  moved  down  the  river  two 
or  three  miles. 

At  daylight  on  the  twenty-ninth,  the  regiment 
again  debarked,  and  took  the  advance  of  the  bri- 
gade, marching  about  two  miles  to  a  point  near 
where  General  Morgan^ s  division  was  engaging 
the  enemy. 

At  this  point,  the  regiment  was  commanded  to 
halt,  where  it  remained  until  about  half-past 
three  o'clock,  when  I  received  orders  from  the 
General  commanding  the  brigade  to  charge  the 
enemy  in  the  intrenchments,  about  a  half-mile 
distant,  near  the  base  of  the  hill. 

There  is,  near  the  base  of  the  hill,  a  slough,  or 
more  properly,  a  swamp,  which  could  only  be 
crossed  at  one  place,  (a  narrow  causeway  which 
had  been  constructed,)  and  at  that  only  by  the 
flank  of  the  regiment  As  the  head  of  the  col- 
umn emerged  from  the  crossing,  it  became  ex- 

•  Farther  reports  of  ibis  battle  wiU  be  found  in  the  Sup 
plement. 
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posed  to  a  terrific  fire  of  musketry  from  the  in- 
trenchments  in  firont,  and  also  to  a  fire  fi'om  the 
enemy's  batteries  on  the  right  apd  left  flanks. 
These  batteries  were  so  situated  as  to  perfectly 
command  this  point 

.After  effecting  the  crossing,  the  head  of  the 
column  filed  right,  the  left  coming  forward  into 
line,  the  right  resting  on  and  inside  (the  side  next 
the  enemy)  of  a  strong  abattis  which  had  been 
formed  by  the  enemy  for  his  own  protection. 

Here  I  was  informed  by  the  Qeneral  command- 
ing the  brigade,  that  contrary  to  his  orders  the 
regiment  was  not  supported  by  others,  and  that 

should  hold  the  position  I  then  had,  until  he 
could  ascertain  if  support  was  coming,  provided 
I  could  do  so,  leaving  me  to  judge  of  that  matter 
for  myself;  I  held  the  position  for  about  thirty 
minutes,  under  a  fire  which  cannot  be  described. 
At  the  end  of  this  time,  seeing  that  I  had  no  sup- 
port, and  that  none  was  coming ;  that  my  r^- 
ment  was  the  only  one  on  the  field ;  that  my 
officers  and  men  were  suffering  dreadfully  firom 
&  fire  that  coiild  not  be  returned  effectively,  I 
gave  the  order  to  fall  back,  which  was  accomphsh- 
ed  in  good  order,  though  with  great  loss.  The 
regiment  went  into  the  action  with  four  hundred 
and  eighty  men  and  ofiScers,  of  whom  one  hun- 
dred and  twelve  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Among  the  killed  was  Lieut  E.  G.  Miller,  of 
company  G,  who  had  command  of  the  thirty  men 
on  the  twenty-eighth.  No  braver  officer  has  fall- 
en in  his  country's  cause. 

It  would  be  invidious  to  speak  of  individual 
acta  of  bravery,  as  all  did  well.  Every  officer 
and  man  did  his  whole  duty,  and  regretted  that 
he  could  do  no  more. 

Under  any  circumstances  the  loss  of  so  many 
brave  men  is  a  matter  to  be  deeply  deplored,  but 
in  this  instance  it  is  doubl]r  painful,  as  no  advan- 
tage commensurate  with  th*e  loss  was  obtained. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  join  me 
in  tendering  the  General  commanding  the  brigade 
our  heartfelt  thanks,  both  for  the  part  he  took  in 
the  charge — going  as  he  did  at  the  head  of  the 
column — and  for  the  manner  in  which  he  spoke 
of  the  action  of  the  regiment  on  the  field. 

Hereto  attached,  you  will  find  a  li^t  of  the 
killed  and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,        J.  A.  Williamson, 

Colonel  Commanding  Fourth  Io«ra  Infantry. 

Captain  Blacker, 

A.  A.  General,  Third  Brlfcade,  Fourth  DIvlalon,  Thirteenth 
Army  Gorpf,  Rlglit  Wing. 

LOUISVILLE   "JOURNAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Gamp  Vovxo*b  Poiirr,  La.,  ) 
January  2T,  1S68.      f 

Gentlemen  :  Doubtless  you  and  your  readers 
have  seen  the  unjust  and  false  account  published 
in  the  Chicago  Times  of  the  sixteenth  instant,  of 
the  "Chickasaw  Bayou  and  Bluffs"  affair  of  De- 
cember twenty-seventh,  twenty-eighth  and  twen- 
ty-ninth. As  I  was  a  participant  in  the  afi&ir,  I 
have  concluded  to  give  a  plain  statement  of  the 
facts.  It  is  true  I  will  not  be  able  to  use  the 
flowery  language  of  "  W.  E.  W.,"  of  the  Chicago 


TimsSy  but  I  can  and  will  tell  the  truth,  something 
which  he  is  not  willing  or  able  to  do.    Colonel 
De  Courcy^s  brigade  is  composed  of  the  following 
regiments,  namely.  Sixteenth  Ohio,  lieut-Coi.  P. 
Rershner ;  Twenty-second  Kentucky,  Lieut-CoL 
G.  W.  Monroe;  Forty-second  Ohio,  Lieut-Col 
Don  A.  Pardee;   Fifty-fourth  Indiana,  Colond 
Mansfield.    The  brigade  disembarked  on  the  twen- 
ty-sixth, on  the  ^outh  bank  of  the  Yazoo  River, 
and  made  a  reconnoissance  through  a  belt  of  wo4)da 
to  Mrs.  Lakers  plantation,  to  discover  a  pncticiUe 
road  to  Chickasaw  Bluffs ;  exchanged  a  few  shots 
with  the  rebel  pickets,  neither  side  doing  anr 
damage.     On  the  twenty-seventh  a  general  ad- 
vance was  ordered.     Generals  A.  J.  Smith  on  tlie 
right,  Morgan  L.  Smith  next,  G.  W.  Morgan  the 
centre,  St^le  the  Icfb     In  crossing  the  large  open 
fields  known  as  Mrs.  Lake's  plantation,  the  encmv 
opened  nre  on  us  from  a  dense  woods  on  the  other 
side  of  the  bayou,  parallel  to  our  left    Colonel 
De  Courcy  changed  front  toward  the  woods  with 
the  Twenty-second  Kentucky,  Fifty-fourth  Indi- 
ana, and  part  of  the  Forty-second  Ohio,  opened 
fire  with  these  regiments,  and  Foster's  twenty- 
pound  battery.    After  an  engagement  of  two  hoors 
the  enemy  was  driven  from  the  woods,  and  as  night 
had  set  in,  the  brigade  bivouacked  on  the  ground. 
The    Forty-second    regiment  worked  all  ni^'ht 
throwing  up  a  work  for  the  protection  of  the  bit- 
tery.      The  casualties  in  this   affair  were  two 
killed  and  twelve  wounded.    Among  the  wounded 
was  Sergt  John  Peterson,  company  G,  Twenty- 
second  Kentucky,  whose  parents  reside  in  In>n- 
ton  0.     On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth 
operations  were  resumed  early.     The  enemy  had 
taken  position  in  our  front  and  right,  the  infantry 
were  ordered  forward,   and,   with  Lampkins's 
Michigan  battery,  opened  fire,  which  was  kept  up 
briskly  the  whole  morning,  the  enemy  cont^ting 
stubbornly  every  inch  of  ground.    About  two 
o'clock  the  Forty-second  and  Fifty-fourth  regi- 
ments, supported  by  the  Sixteenth  and  Twenty- 
second  regiments,  were  ordered  to  charge  throuc:b 
the  woods.     Bayonets  were  fixed  and  these  rep- 
ments  starting  with  a  cheer,  the  enemy  gare  way 
and  retired  hastily  to  his  first  line  of  rifie-piu 
The  brigade  followed  and  was  formed  in  line  of 
battle  on  the  edge  of  the  woods  in  front  of  the 
enemy's  first  line  of  works,  and  an  incessant  lire 
of  infiintry  and  artillery  was  kept  up  until  dark. 
The  brigade  biouvacked  on  the  ground  and  threw 
up  a  long  rifle-pit  during  the  night    The  los<  in 
our  brigade  in  killed  and  wounded  was  over  one 
hundred     That  is  what  W.  £.  W.  calls  a  slikrbt 
skirmish.     I  think  if  he  had  been  in  firont  iostend 
of  the  rear,  he  would  have  found  it  warm  ennutrh 
to  call  it  a  pretty  well  contested  fight    General 
Steele,  finding  natural  obstacles  in  his  tronl  was 
ordered  to  fall  back,  leaving  the  enemr*^  ri^t 
clear,  and  thus  enabling  him  to  mass  bis  tn>^p^ 
on  the  centre,  the  point  which  we  attacked  next 
day. 

Twenty-ninth. — The  plan  of  attack  for  ibis  morn- 
ing was  as  follows :  The  hills  on  the  right  were 
to  be  taken,  and  when  in  our  possession,  the  sig- 
nal for  the  advance  of  the  centre  was  to  be  a  gen- 
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eral  volley  of  artillery.     The  hills  on  the  right 
were  not  taken,  but  yet  the  signal  for  the  centre 
to  advance  was  given.     Our  brigade  was  formed, 
the  Fifty-fourth  and  Twenty-second  deployed  in 
line  of  battle,  the  former  on  the  left,  supported  by 
the  Sixteenth  in  double  column,  the  Forty-second 
supporting  the  Twenty-second.     At  ten  minutes 
before  twelve  o'clock  the  brigade  was  moving 
forward,  the  right  wing  led  by  Col.  De  Gourcy,  and 
they  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance  when  we 
foand  ourselves  in  the  toils  of  an  almost  impass- 
able "abattis'*  of  fiUlen  timber,  where  it  was  im- 
possible to  preserve  our  formation  in  line  of  bat- 
tle; the  gallant  labor  of  these  regiments  was  of  no 
avail  for  the  obiect  in  view,  as  part  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Kentucky  and  the  Forty-second  Ohio  came 
into  a  deep  and  wide  bayou  which  separated  them 
from  the  open  ground  in  front  of  the  enemy^s 
works.    The  Sixteenth,  Fifty-fourth,  an4  part  of 
the  Twenty-second  having  a  much  easier  road  to 
traverse,  had  dashed  across  the  bayou  and  com- 
menced the  charge  over  the  open  ground.     Offi- 
cers and  men  of  the  Twenty-second  seeing  the 
splendid  advance  of  the  Sixteenth,  remarked  to 
Colonel  De  Courcy :  "  There  is  the  effect  of  disci- 
pline."   Not  being  able  to  cross  the  bayou  imme- 
diately in  front  of  the  right  wing,  the  order  was 
given,  "By  the  left  flank,"   and  at    "double- 
quick."    We  now  traversed  once  more,  though  in 
another  direction,  the  "  abattis,''  and  by  a  com- 
parative easy  slope  rushed  down  and  across  the 
bayoo,  and  soon  reached,  notwithstanding  a  heavy 
fire  of  shell  and  musketry,  the  open  ground,  too 
Ute,  however,  to  afford  assistance  to  the  brave 
ffien  in  the  advance.     They  had  reached  the  foot 
of  the  enemy's  works ;  the  Sixteenth,  Fifty-fourth, 
and  Twenty-second  planted  their  colors  there,  but 
vere  compelled  to  fall  back.     Batteries  in  front, 
right,  and  left,  and  indeed  there  were  batteries  so 
placed  as  to  command  even  our  rear,  (after  an  ad- 
vance of  one  hundred  yards  over  the  open  ground,) 
ind  rifle-pits  in  every  conceivable  place  filled  with 
men  which  vomited  one  sheet  of  name  on  the  ap- 
proach of  our  men.     No  troops  could  stand  such 
M  amount  of  concentric  fire,  and  our  men  retired. 
The  Forty>second  was  halted  and  deployed  in  line 
of  battle  to  cover  the  retreat  of  repulsed  regiments. 
This  regiment  performed  this  duty  well,  reenter- 
'Bg  our  lines  in  perfect  order.     Gen.  Blair's  bri- 
S^e  got  as  £ar  as  the  enemy's  first  line  of  rifle- 
P»t8,  and  moved  not  beyond  them.     Colonel  De 
Coorcy's  brigade  did  go  beyond  them,  and  got 
up  to  the  main  line  of  the  enemy's  works ;  and 
^hen  this  brigade  had  to  retreat,  Blair's  brigade 
^  already  left     Much  has  been  said  about 
Gen.  Blair's  bravery.     I  do  not  wish  to  detract 
from  it,  bat  I  can  assure  you  he  did  nothing  that 
^y  to  mmt  the  ridiculous  encomiums  heaped 
npon  him.    When  I  got  to  the  bayou  I  found 
8f  »d  General  Blair  safely  ensconced  (and  very  ex- 
ited) mider  the  high  bank.     W.  E.  W.,  not 
content  with  bespattering  Blair  with  indiscreet 
P'wse,  proceeds  to  bespatter  De  Courcy's  bri- 
gjde  with  mud.    But  it  is  the  oily,  dirty  stuff 
of  a  liar ;  for  he  lies  when  he  says  that  De  Cour- 


cy's brigade  was  late  in  coming  up ;  that  it  was 
the  reserve ;  that  Blair's  men  cried  out  for  th( 
reserve,  and  saw  it  not  coming  to  their  help. 
Why,  De  Courcy's  men  were  started  for  the 
charge  by  the  same  signal  which  moved  Blair's,  • 
and  though  the  distance  they  had  to  go  over  was 
greater,  they  advanced  far  beyond  the  rifle-pit 
where  Blair's  men  had  stopped,  and  out  of  which 
they  did  not  move  until  they  retreated,  many  of 
them  throwing  away  their  arms,  and  nearly  all 
their  colors.     Why  does  W.  E.  W.  suppress  the 
fact  about  the  loss  of  so  many  colors  ?    De  Cour- 
cy's brigade  brought  all  theirs  back,  torn  to 
pieces  by  shot,  shell,  and  rifle-bullet      What 
was  the  state  of  De  Courcy's  brigade  after  the 
charge?    A  statement  of  the  losses  will  alone 
suffice  to  show  the  world  how  nobly  it  attempt- 
ed to  do  its  duty.     In  short,  it  is  apparent  that 
W.  E.  W.'s  intention  is  to  make  a  hero  of  Blair 
and  his  men  at  the  expense  of  De  Courcy  and 
his  brigade.     The  question  must  be  put,  Why  is 
this  attempt  made?    Is  it  to  make  capital  for 
the  politician  at  the  expense  of  the  soldier,  whose 
non-promotion  proves  so  clearly  that  the  latter 
has  no  friends  near  the  White  House,  whatever 
the  reason  ?    I  am  one  among  the  many  who  are 
ready  to  prove  that  W.  E.  W,  has  put  that  in 
priiit  about  De  Courcy's  brigade  which  is  false, 
and  which  will  do  injury  to'  their  fame  unless 
distinctly  denied,   and  suppressed  that  which 
will  do  it  honor.     That  he  has  put  in  print  su- 
premely ridiculous  and  exaggerated  Dpcounts  of 
Blair's  doings,  suppressing  in  toto  that  which 
would  certainly  injure  him.     This  attempt  will 
fail,  and  fail  with  a  tremendous  recoil,  for  there ^ 
can  be  no  comparison  between  the  two  men. 
Blair  is  notoriously  ignorant  of  all  matters  ap- 
pertaining to  his  present  profession,  and  it  is 
well  known  that  he  has  not  the  most  distant 
conception  of  the  simplest  manoeuvres. 

Whilst  CoL  De  Courcy  is  as  well  known  for 
his  theoretical  and  practical  knowledge  of  the 
soldier's  art  and  science,  and  as  a  tactician  has 
given  proof  of  the  facility  with  which  he  can 
handle  any  number  of  regiments — handle  them, 
I  mean,  in  a  technical  manner.  As  to  bravery, 
I  know  not  what  General  Blair's  may  be.  Its 
quantity  and  quality  may  be  all  that  W.  E.  W. 
says  it  is ;  so  be  it,  for  I  wish  not  for  a  moment 
to  detract  from  it  But  Col.  De  Courcy  I  have 
seen  often  under  fire,  and  it  is  his  bearing  on 
such  occasions  which  has  given  him  the  great 
hold  which  he  has  acquired,  notwithstanding  the 
severity  of  his  discipline,  over  all  ranks  of  the 
regiments  in  his  brigade.  Under  fire  this  offi- 
cer's tactical  perceptions  appear  to  be  as  clear 
as  on  the  peaceful  drill-ground.  His  manner 
is  there  always  cool,  and  if  any  confusion  takes 
place,  he  can,  and  he  always  has  restored  good 
order.  But  two  things  above  all.  First :  He  is 
always  under  fire  whenever  and  however  small 
a  portion  of  his  brigade  may  be  engaged.  Second : 
He  never,  when  danger  is  in  front,  orders  his 
men  to  **go  on,"  as  some  do,  but  giving  the  ex- 
ample, he  leads  with  a  "  come  on."         Facts. 


Vol.  VL— Doa  21 


322 


REBELUOir  RECORD,  1862-68. 


BICUUOND  "DISPATCH"  ACCOUNT. 

TicKSVUBGH,  Tuesday,  December  80, 1882. 

On  Saturday  the  enemy  made  four  desperate 
attempts  to  force  our  lines  on  the  Chickasaw 
•  Bluff's,  with  heavy  loss.  The  Seventeenth  Lou- 
isiana greatly  distinguished  itself,  repulsing,  un- 
aided, the  assault  of  three  full  regiments  of 
Yankees. ' 

On  Sunday  morning  the  enemy  again  ad- 
vanced on  our  lines,  and  were  repulsed  with 
heavy  loss.  All  the  troops  hehav^  gallantly, 
.  but  special  mention  is  made  of  the  Twenty- 
eighth  and  Seventeenth  Louisiana  regiments,  the 
former  regiment  maintaining  the  ground  all  day 
against  superior  forces.  Our  loss  on  Sunday  was 
one  killed  and  two  wounded ;  Eighth  Tennessee, 
.  four  killed  and  six  wounded,  Captain  C.  A.  Gen- 
tly among  the  killed;  Seventeenth  Tennessee, 
two  killed  and  two  wounded ;  Eighty-first  Ten- 
nessee, one  killed,  none  wounded.  One  of  Gren. 
Lee's  couriers  had  his  leg  shot  off.  Woflbrd's 
artillery  lost  one  sergeant  killed.  No  particulars 
of  the  casualties  in  other  r^ments. 

On  Monday  afternoon  eight  thousand  of  the 
enemy  advanced  upon  our  regiments  upon  the 
right  wing  of  the  Chickasaw  Bayou,  to  storm 
the  works,  but  were  mowed  down  in  large  num- 
bers, and  upward,  of  four  hundred  prisoners' 
taken,  with  five  stands  of  colors.  The  enemy 
were  driven  back  to  their  boats,  and  afterward 
sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  for  permission  to  bury 
their  deac^  under  which  some  of  the  prisoners 
escaped.  Fighting  still  continues,  with  no  im- 
portant results.  The  fighting  of  our  troops  was 
splendid.  The  Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  again 
immortalized  itself  for  the  gallant  manner  in 
which  it  Acted  during  the  battle.  The  Yankee 
prisoners  say  that  Morgan  is  their  Qeneral  com- 
manding. 

Severe  fighting  is  going  on  now.  The  enemy 
have  destroyed  the  Vicksburgh,  Shreveport  and 
Texas  Railroad  as  far  as  Delhi,  a  distance  of  thir- 
ty-three miles.  They  are  also  said  to  have  burn- 
ed the  town  of  Delhi,  which  is  reported  to  be 
totally  destroyed. 

Our  casualties  in  yesterday^s  fight  were  small. 
This  morning  firing  is  heard  in  die  same  direc- 
tion, and  it  is  supposed  the  enemy  are  again  ad- 
vancing to  storm  our  works.  The  soldiers  are 
eager  to  meet  the  enemy,  and  are  determined  to 
conquer  or  die. 


Doc.  92. 
GENERAL    CARTEIVS   EXPEDITION. 

GENERAL   WRIGHrS   REPORT. 

Hkaoqvabtbrs,  GtKcniiiATf,  January  8. 

Major-  General  Ilalleeh^  Oeneral-in-  Oh  iff  : 

I  HAVE  just  received  a  despatch  from  Major- 
General  George  G.  Granger  that  the  cavalry  force 
about  one  thousand  strong  which  he  sent  to  East- 
Tennessee  on  the  twenty-first  ultimo,  by  my  or- 
der, under  Bri^ier-General  H.  Carter,  to  destroy 
the  East-Tennessee  Raib*oad,  bridges,  oto.,  has 
been  heard  firom. 


General  Granger  has  just  received  a  despatch 
from  Gen.  Carter  at  Manchester,  Kentudcj,  stat- 
ing that  on  ihe  thirtieth  ultimo,  he  entirely  de- 
stroyed  the  Union  and  Watauga  bridges,' with 
ton  miles  of  railroad.  Five  hundred  ind  fifty 
rebels  were  killed,  wounded  and  taken  prigoncrs; 
seven  hundred  stand  of  arms,  a  large  amount  of 
salt  and  other  rebel  stores,  also,  a  locomotive  and 
several  cars,  were  captured  and  destroyed. 

A  brisk  skirmish  took  place  at  the  Watauga 
bridge  and  another  at  Jonesvihc.  We  lost  but 
ten  men. 

This  expedition,  as  characterized  by  General 
Granger,  has  been  one  of  the  most  hazardous 
and  daring  of  the  war,  attended  with  great  hard- 
ship and  privation,  owing  to  the  almost  impracti- 
cable nature  of  the  country,  the  length  of  the 
route,  (nearly  two  hundred  miles  each  way,)  and 
the  inclement  season. 

The  importance  and  results  of  this  expeditioD 
can  hardly  be  overrated,  severing  as  it  does  th« 
main  rebel  artery  of  communication  between  Vir- 
ginia and  the  South- West 

General  Carter,  his  officers  and  men  deserre 
the  thanks  of  the  country.  Great  credit  is  also 
due  to  Major-General  Granger,  under  whose  im- 
mediate supervision  the  expnedition  was  fitted  out, 
and  whose  long  cavalry  experience  was  a  guar 
antee  that  nothing  tending  to  its  success  would 
be  neglected  or  forgotten.  H.  G.  Wsioin-. 

mjoT'OmcnJ  OfmiMwHnf 

WABBiaimKi,  Smmomij  '- 
To  Major-General  Wright,  Cineinnati: 

The  daring  operations  and  brilliant  afhier^ 
ments  of  General  Carter  and  his  command  are 
without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  the  war,  and 
deserve  the  thanks  of  the  country. 

This  expedition  has  proved  the  capacity  of  our 
cavalry  for  bold  and  dashing  movements  which 
I  doubt  not  will  be  imitated  by  others. 

H.  W.  Halleck. 

Ocoenl-tn-CUEl 
aENERAL   CABTEB'S   OOKORATULATOBT  ORDEK. 

HBADQOAimM  CaTAUIT  IkVCt,         ^ 

III  THB  FiBLD,  BiaiMoeiJ>,  Kt.,  Jannaiy  ft,  laA    I 

Special  Order,  No.  1. 

In  taking  leave  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  com- 
prising the  expeditionary  force  into  East-Tennes- 
see, the  Genml  Commanding  desires  to  thank 
you  in  his  own  name  and  that  of  our  cammoii 
country,  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  you 
performed  the  difficult  duties  assigned  you. 

In  twenty  days  you  marched  four  hundred  and 
seventy  miles,  one  hundred  and  seventy  of  which 
was  in  the  enemy^s  country,  without  tents,  and 
with  only  such  rations  as  you  could  carry  in  your 
haversacks,  in  every  instance.  When  you  met 
the  rebels  you  captured,  destroyed,  or  put  thea 
to  flight  You  burned  two  most  important  rul- 
road  bridges  at  a  time  when  it  was  taxed  to  it» 
utmost  capacity,  took  some  four  hundred  priion-* 
ers,  killed  a  number,  destroyed  six  to  seven  hun- 
dred stand  of  arms,  a  looomotive,  tender  and  com, 
besides  a  considerable  amount  of  valuable  stonA 
You  moved  day  and  nighty  exposed  to  rain,  snow, 
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uid  bitter  cold,  and  much  of  the  time  with  only 
such  scanty  rations  as  you  could  procure  in  your 
rapid  march.  You  bore  such  hardships  and  pri- 
Tations  as  few  of  our  soldiers  have  been  called 
upon  to  encounter,  without  a  murmur  or  a  single 
word  of  complaint  You  have  acquitted  your- 
selves like  worthy  soldiers  of  the  Republic. 
'*  Through  the  Lord  you  have  done  valorously." 
Your  country  is  proud  of  your  achievements. 
To  vour  valor  and  endurance  are  due  the  success 

•  _  u__ 

of  our  undertaking.  With  such  men  few  things 
are  impossible. 

We  drop  a  tear  to  the  memory  of  our  brave 
comrades  who  sleep  in  the  valley  of  East-Ten- 
nessee, and  tender  to  their  surviving  friends  our 
heartfelt  sympathies. 

Let  it  be  our  pride  to  emulate  their  heroism 
and  devotion  to  our  most  glorious  and  holv  cause. 
In  future  let  your  conduct  as  soldiers  be  m  keep- 
mg  with  your  recent  glorious  deeds.  Others  will 
re<pect  you  all  the  more  because  you  belonged  to 
the  expeditionary  force  to  East-Tennessee. 

Soldiers,  again  the  General  Commanding  thanks 
you.      By  command  of  Brig. -General  Carter. 

G.  W.  Cowan,  A.A.G. 
Official— C.  J.  Walker, 

Colonel  Tenth  Kentoclcy  Caralry,  Major  Wm.  Keany^a  Bat- 
teOoa  Berenth  Ohio  Volanteer  Cavalry. 

CINCINNATI    "COMMERCIAL"    ACCOUNT. 

WnrcinsTBB,  Kt.,  January  11, 13<$8. 

If  your  readers  will  for  a  moment  lay  before 
&em  their  maps  of  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Ten- 
nessee, I  will  endeavor  to  lay  out  to  them  the 
route  pursued  by  General  Carter  in  his  expedi- 
tion to  East-Tennessee.  The  First  battalion  of 
the  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  under  command  of 
Major  Reany,  consisting  of  company  A,  Captain 
Green,  First  Lieutenant  A.  Hall ;  company  B, 
Captain  Lewis,  First  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Santmyer, 
Second  Lieutenant  W.  T.  Burton ;  company  C, 
Captain  Simpson,  Second  Lieutenant  M.  Schu- 
ler;  company  D,  Captain  E.  Lindsay,  Second 
Lieutenant,  Samuel  Murphy ;  Acting  Adjutant, 
D.  Sayer ;  Acting  Quartermaster,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Rich — ^left  this  camp  on  the  twentieth  of 
December,  under  the  guidance  of  Colonel  Carter, 
of  the  Second  Tennessee  volunteers,  and  proceed- 
ed to  Clarke's  salt-works,  at  the  head  of  the  Ken- 
tucky River,  where  we  were  to  meet  a  force  of 
cavalry,  under  General  Carter,  to  proceed  some- 
where, on  some  important  business,  no  one  knew 
vbere  or  what  We  arrived  at  our  destination 
on  the  twenty-fourth  ultimo,  ahead  of  the  rest  of 
the  force. 

Clarke's  salt-works  is  situated  near  the  mouth 
of  Goose  Creek,  and  has  never  yet  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  rebels.  They  attempted  to  take  the 
place  some  six  months  ago,  but  the  mountaineers, 
being  nearly  all  strong  Union  men,  met  them, 
and  drove  them  from  the  field ;  killing  four,  and 
wounding  ei^t  They  have  notified  Mr.  Brown, 
the  Superintendent,  several  times,  that  they  wore 
coming  to  take  it ;  but  have,  as  yet,  failed  to  do  so. 

On  Ghristoias-day,  a  courier  arrived  fi*om  Gen. 
Carter  to  move  up  (xoose  Creek  to  Kurd's,  where 


he  would  join  us.  At  noon  General  Carter  came 
up  with  ten  companies  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania 
cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Russell,  two 
battalions  Second  Michigan  cavalry,  under  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Campbell,  our  forces  thus  united 
making  one  thousand  and  five,  rank  and  file,  offi- 
cers, servants,  etc,  all  told.  After  feeding  here 
on  secesh  hay,  we  proceeded  to  the  Red  Bird 
Fork  of  the  Kentucky  River ;  following  up  said 
river  to  its  head-waters,  we  crossed  through  War 
Gap  to  the  Pine  Mountain ;  crossed  said  moun- 
tain, and  at  its  foot  struck  the  Cumberland  River ; 
followed  up  this  river  to  Mt  Pleasant,  the  county- 
seat  of  Harlan  County ;  this  is  one  of  the  county- 
seats,  and  is  certainly  worth  describing.  It  con- 
sists of  a  court-house,  with  the  gable  end  out ;  a 
log  jail,  the  logs  so  far  apart  that  a  man  could 
crawl  between  them ;  half  a  dozen  log  huts  in- 
habited by  white  people,  who  refused  a  drink  of 
water  to  a  Union  soldier. 

Leaving  the  Cumberland  River  here,  we  fol- 
lowed up  Martin's  Creek  to  the  foot  of  Cumber- 
land Mountain.  At  four  o'clock  p.m.,  Sunday, 
the  twenty-eighth,  we  commenced  the  ascent  of 
the  Cumberland,  and  at  half-past  ten  p.m.  we 
crossed  the  State  line,  and  the  Old  Dominion 
was,  fi*om  this  side,  for  the  first  time  polluted  by 
"  Lincoln  hirelings."  We  crossed  the  east  cor- 
ner of  Lee  County  during  the  night,  and  halted 
for  one  hour  for  feeding.  At  ten  o'clock  Monday, 
twenty-ninth,  we  crossed  Powell's  Creek,  and  as- 
cended Powell's  Mountain,  where  we  entered  the 
State  of  Tennessee.  Here  we  took  eight  bush- 
whackers and  four  horses.  At  five  o'clock  p.m. 
crossed  Clinch  River  and  fed  our  horses.  Here 
our  rations  commenced  to  fail.  We  gave  out 
only  about  half  a  cracker  to  a  man.  Rumors  of 
plenty  of  bushwhackers  ahead.  The  General 
here  played  a  Yankee  trick,  by  taking  prisoners 
all  the  citizens  and  placing  them  at  the  head  of 
the  column.  We  then  proceeded  to  cross  the 
Clinch  Mountain.  We  took  some  twenty  pris- 
oners during  our  trip  across  this  mountain,  one 
of  them  belonging  to  Floyd's  body-guard,  and 
one  to  the  celebrated  State  Rights  guards,  the 
worst  specimen  of  humanity  I  ever  saw.  We 
were  again  in  the  saddle  all  nighty  going  at  a 
brisk  trot  On  the  top  of  the  mountain  the  First 
Duty  Sergeant  of  company  D,  Second  Michigan, 
was  kill^  by  a  bushwhacker,  and  the  Orderly 
Sergeant  of  the  same  company  taken  prisoner. 

At  eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  we  en- 
tered Blountsville,  the  county-seat  of  Sullivan 
County.  As  we  entered  the  town,  a  lady  ran  to 
the  door,  throwing  up  her  hands,  exclaiming : 
"  The  Yankees  I  the  Yankees  I  Great  God,  we 
are  lost  I"  After  stopping  here  a  few  minutes  to 
feed  our  horses,  we  proceeded  toward  Zollicoifer, 
formerly  called  Union  Station,  on  the  Virginia 
and  East-Tennessee  Railroad.  At  this  station 
were  encamped  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  of 
the  Sixty-second  North-Carolina  regiment,  con- 
federate soldiers,  under  command  of  Major  Mc- 
Dowell. Colonel  Carter,  being  in  advance,  met 
three  citizens,  and,  after  passing  the  salutations 
of  the  morning,  inquired  the  news  of  the  day, 
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when  one  of  them  replied  that  there  was  **  a  ru- 
mor that  there  was  a  lot  of  d— d  Yankees  within 
a  few  miles  of  Blountsville."  *^  Ah  I  indeed,*'  says 
Colonel  Carter ;  *^  who  is  in  command  at  the  sta- 
tion below  ?**  "  Major  McDowell,  sir,  and  he  is 
now  coming  up  to  find  out  the  iruth  of  the  re- 
port" "  Well,  gentlemen,  you  are  all  my  pris- 
oners. Guards,  take  them  to  the  rear,"  said  the 
Colonel  In  a  few  minutes  Major  McDowell  rode 
in  sight,  and  four  of  our  troops  filed  across  the 
road  in  his  rear,  when  Colonel  Carter  approach- 
^  ed  him,  saying :  "  Miyor  McDowell,  I  believe  ?" 
"Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  name."  "You  are  my 
prisoner,  sir."  "  Pray,  sir,  who  may  you  be  ? 
"Colonel  Carter,  Second  Tennessee  regiment^ 
Federal  troops  I" 

The  Major  looked  very  much  down-hearted, 
but  concluded  that  resistance  was  useless,  when 
the  Colonel  informed  him  that  he  would  impart 
to  him,  with  the  greatest  pleasure  in  the  world, 
the  information  he  was  seeking,  namely,  that 
there  was  a  large  Federal  force  in  his  rear ;  and, 
in  order  to  prevent  the  effusion  of  blood,  it  would 
be  policy  to  advise  a  surrender  of  the  post  The 
Major  agreed  to  this,  and  accordingly  advised 
Lieutenant  Inloes  to  surrender,  which  he  did. 
We  took  at  this  post  one  hundred  and  flfly  pris- 
oners, with  Lieutenants  Inloes  and  Norton.  We 
here  destroyed  the  railroad  bridge,  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  feet  long,  over  the  Holston 
Eiver,  the  county  bridge  over  the  same  stream, 
and  captured  a  lot  of  flour,  three  car-loads  of 
salt,  sugar,  coffee,  bacon,  meal,  etc. ;  also,  about 
three  thousand  pounds  nitre,  and  seven  hundred 
stand  of  arms,  all  of  which  we  destroyed,  as 
well  as  the  telegraph-wires,  turn-table,  etc.  We 
also  captured  about  thirty  horses  and  mules, 
marked  "  C.  S.  A."  Twocompanies  of  the  Seventh 
0.  V.  L,  and  two  of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  cavalry, 
proceeded  to  Carter^s  Station,  ten  miles  distant^ 
destroying  the  road  and  telegraph,  where  com- 
pany E,  of  the  Sixty-second  regiment  N.  C.  V. 
was  stationed.  Here  we  had  a  fight,  in  which 
we  lost  one  man  killed,  Leonda  Archard,  bugler 
of  company  D,  Seventh  0.  V.  I.,  and  two  men  of 
the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  wounded,  one  severely, 
leg  amputated;  while  the  rebel  loss  was  seven 
killed  and  fifteen  wounded,  and  seventy-five  pris- 
oners. We  here  destroyed  the  bridge  across  the 
Watauga  River,  four  hundred  feet  long,  with  a 
lot  of  commissary  stores,  and  captured  a  loco- 
motive and  ten  cars,  a  lumber  train.  We  de- 
stroyed the  locomotive,  and  burned  the  cars. 
The  deed  was  done.  The  country  was  roused. 
Now  for  the  return. 

Rumors  rife  I  enemies  in  our  front!  enemies 
in  our  rear !  enemies  on  our  right  flank  I  enemies 
on  our  left  flank  I  Bushwhackers  popping  at  us 
on  all  sides,  whUe  we  "  pursue  the  even  tenor  of 
our  way."  On  Wednesday  night,  while  crossing 
Holston  River  at  Kingsport,  the  bushwhackers 
under  Colmiel  Johnson,  of  Kentucky  notoriety, 
attacked  oar  advance.  A  brisk  skirmish  was 
kept  up  for  half  an  hour,  without  any  loss  on 
our  side.  On  the  first  instant,  w^  recrossed 
Clinch  Mountain  through  Moccasin  Utip.     Here, 


again  the  bushwhackers  commenced,  and  kept 
up  the  fire,  until  we  reached  Jonesville,  ooanty- 
seat  of  Lee  County,  Va.,  where  we  had  anothta- 
brisk  skirmish  for  an  hour  or  so,  in  which  the 
rebels  lost  several  in  killed  and  wounded;  we 
none.  We  recrossed  Cumberland  Mountain,  at 
Hauk*s  Gap,  at  three  o*clock,  January  second, 
safe  and  sound  out  of  Dixie. 

The  expedition  was  arranged  by  the  Carter 
family,  enles  from  East-Tennessee,  consisting  of 
General  Carter,  Colonel  Carter,  Second  Tennessee 
regiment  of  volunteers,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Carte?, 
who  intended  accompanying  the  expedition,  but 
was  unable  to  join  us  on  account  of  ill-h4lth. 
It  was  managed  with  great  secrecy,  and  an  ere 
to  saving  the  lives  of  the  men  of  the  command, 
and  they  deserve  well  of  their  country. 

The  hardships  endured  by  the  command  may 
be  inferred,  when  it  is  known  they  were  for  six 
days  and  nights  only  thirty-one  hours  out  of  the 
saddle,  the  men  without  &ny  thing  hardly  to  eat, 
except  what  they  could  pick  up — generally  half- 
baked  corn-bread  or  com-m^  —  all  of  which 
they  bore  without  a  murmur.  As  we  commenc- 
ed the  ascent  of  Cumberland  Mountain,  on  the 
return,  our  horses  commenced  giving  out,  and 
the  road  fix>m  there  to  this  place  is  strewn  with 
broken-down  horses,  saddles,  and  blankets,  and 
men  afoot^  making  their  way  to  camp  the  bcft 
way  they  can.  The  thanks  of  the  conunand  is 
due  to  General  Granger  for  the  prompt  manoer 
in  which  he  s«nt  us  rations  and  forage,  which 
met  us  at  the  foot  of  Big  Hill,  and  our  boys  hail- 
ed a  cup  of  coffee  and  a  hard  cracker  with  great 
joy.  The  distance  travelled  was  six  hundred  and 
ninety  miles.  The  expedition  was  the  greatest 
of  the  War.  We  lost  but  two  killed,  five  wound- 
ed, and  probably  ten  or  fifteen  prisoners,  whilst 
the  rebel  loss  was  five  hundred  and  fifty  killed, 
wounded  and  prisoners,  among  which  were  CoL 
Love,  of  the  Sixty-second  North-Carolina,  a  ma- 
jor, two  captains,  and  four  lieutenants. 

The  following  officers  accompanied  the  expedi- 
tion :  Colonel  Garrett,  Colonel  Walker,  Seventh 
Kentucky  cavalry.  Captain  Watkins.  chief  of 
cavalry  of  General  Granger's  stafi^  all  of  whom 
rendered  every  aid  in  their  power. 

ExPEDinox. 

RIOHMOND   "EXAHINBR**   ACOOUNT. 

RiCBxom),  Jaooary  %  t^ 

A  body  of  Yankee  cavalry  numbering,  it  is  re- 
ported, some  four  thousand  men,  made  a  raid  on 
Monday  upon  the  East-Tennessee  and  Virginia 
Railroad,  and  destroyed  two  important  bridges- 
one  across  the  Holston,  and  the  other  across  the 
Watauga  River.  The  bridge  across  the  Holston. 
at  Blountsville,  was  guarded  by  two  hundred  of 
our  cavalry,  who  were  completely  surprised  and 
made  prisoners  without  any  resistance.  An  ac- 
count of  the  raid,  which  we  find  in  yesterda/s 
Lynchburgh  Repvhlican^  says: 

The  enemy  advanced  within  six  miles  of  Bris- 
tol, the  terminus  of  the  Virginia  and  Tennessee 
Railroad,  but  retired  without  coming  to  tbe  plac& 
They  afterward  advanced  toward  JonesborOi  md 
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bamed  the  bridge  across  the  Watauga.  At  this 
pUce  a  small  scouting-party  of  citizens,  hastily 
gotten  together,  came  up  with  them,  and  a  brisk 
skirmish  occurred,  in  which  one  of  the  enemy 
was  killed  and  two  captured,  who  were  brought 
into  Bristol  on  Tuesday.  They  belong  to  a 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  and  we  learn,  reported 
their  forces  at  five  thousand. 

The  enemy  first  entered  Virgiaia  between  Cum- 
berland Gap  and  Pound  Gap,  and  passing  through 
Egdlrille,  in  Scott  County,  to  Blountsville,  fulfilled 
&eir  mission  of  bridge-burning,  and  made  a  de- 
monstration as  if  it  was  their  intention  to  visit 
Bristol  This,  as  before  stated,  they  fiuled  to  do, 
fearing,  doubtless,  to  venture  so  far.  They  con- 
tinued in  the  direction  of  Jonesboro,  but  it  is 
stated  by  our  scouts,  who  came  into  Bristol  on 
Tuesday  night,  that  they  were  retreating  over 
nearly  the  same  route  they  had  advanced. 

The  distance  firom  the  point  at  which  they  en- 
tered the  State  line  to  Jonesboro,  is  between 
ninety  and  one  hundred  miles,  and  the  raid  is 
certainly  a  most  daring  one,  and  argues  an  au- 
dacity in  the  enemy  which  they  were  not  sup- 
posed to  possess.  They  are  reported  to  have 
been  piloted  by  a  militia  colonel  of  Washington 
Coun^,  Tennessee,  by  the  name  of  Ward,  who 
left  his  home  on  Friday,  and  met  them  at  the 
moantains. 

The  damage  to  the  railroad  is  serious,  as,  be- 
side bun^Bg  ^^  bridges  named,  the  track  is  torn 
up  in  nuAFplaces,  and  the  sills  and  iron  burned. 
The  dismbe  between  the  Watauga  and  Holston 
RItcts  is  nine  miles,  and  the  burning  of  the 
bridges  across  these  streams  involves  a  loss  of 
that  distance  in  our  railroad  communications.  It 
will  take  several  weeks  to  repair  the  damages, 
and  U^y  come  at  a  time  when  the  road  is  tajced 
to  its  utmost  capacity. 

But  few  of  the  citizens  along  their  march  were 
molested  by  the  Yankees,  nor  have  we  heard  of 
that  destruction  of  private  property  usual  in  their 
raids. 

The  citizens  of  Bristol,  we  learn,  behaved  no- 
bly on  this  trying  occasion.  Old  and  young  pre- 
pved  with  alacrity  to  meet  the  invaders  of  their 
homes,  and  to  protect  their  firesides  firom  pollu- 
tion by  their  hireling  foe. 


Doc.  93. 


THE   LOSS    OF   THE   MONITOR. 

UPORT   OF   GOMMANDBR  BANKHEAD. 

Ukiti])  Statu  Stiairb  Rhodb  l8Liin>,  I 
Jannary  1, 1808.         f 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  that 
the  Monitor  left  Hampton  Roads  in  tow  of  the 
I-nited  States  steamer  Rhode  Island,  on  the 
twenty-ninth  of  December,  1862,  at  half-past  two 
py.,  vrind  light  at  south-west,  weather  clear  and 
pleasant,  and  every  prospect  of  its  continuation, 
rassed  Cape  Henry  at  six  p.m.  ;  water  smooth, 
^d  every  thing  looking  welL  During  the  night 
tlie  weather  continued  the  same  until  five  ▲.!!., 
when  we  began  to  experience  a  swell  firom  the 


southward,  with  a  slight  increase  of  the  wind 
fi*om  the  south-west,  me  sea  breaking  over  the 
pilot-house  forward  and  striking  the  base  of  the 
tower,  but  not  with  sufficient  force  to  break  over 
it  Found  that  the  packing  of  oakum  under  and 
around  the  base  of  the  tower  had  loosened  some- 
what fi-om  the  working  of  the  tower  as  the  vessel 
S itched  and  rolled.  Speed  at  this  time  about 
ve  knots.  Ascertained  fi*om  the  engineer  of  the 
watch  that  the  bilge-pumps  kept  her  perfectly 
fi^ee  —  occasionally  sucking.  Felt  no  apprehen- 
sion at  the  time.  The  weather  during  the  day, 
and  until  six  p.m.,  was  variable,  with  occasional 
squalls  of  wind  and  rain,  and  toward  evening 
the  swell  somewhat  decreased,  the  bilge-pumps 
being  found  amply  sufficient  to  keep  her  clear  of 
the  water  that  penetrated  tfirough  the  sight-holes 
of  the  pilot-house,  hawser-hole  and  base  of  tower, 
all  of  which  had  been  well  caulked  previous  to 
leaving. 

At  half-past  seven  the  wind  hauled  more  to 
the  south,  increasing  in  strength,  and  causing  the 
sea  to  rise.  Computed  position  at  this  time 
about  fifteen  miles  south  of  Cape  Hatteras  shoals. 
Found  the  vessel  towed  badly,  yawing  very  much, 
and  with  the  increased  motion  making  somewhat 
more  water  around  the  base  of  the  tower.  Or- 
dered the  engineer  to  put  on  the  Worthington 
pump  bilge  injection  and  get  the  centrifUgal  pump 
ready,  and  to  report  to  me  immediately  if  he  per^ 
ceived  any  increase  of  the  water. 

The  sea  about  this  time  (eight  p.m.)  commenced 
to  rise  very  rapidly,  causing  the  vessel  to  plunge 
heavily,  completely  submerging  the  pilot-house, 
and  washing  over  and  into  turret,  and,  at  times, 
into  the  blower-pipes.  Observed  that  when  she 
rose  to  the  swell  the  flat  under-surface  of  the 
projecting  armor  would  come  down  with  great 
force,  causing  a  considerable  shock  to  the  vessel 
and  turret,  thereby  loosening  still  more  the  pack- 
ing around  its  base.  Signiuized  several  times  to 
the  Rhode  Island  to  stop,  in  order  that  I  might 
ascertain  if,  by  so  doing,  she  would  ride  easier  or 
decrease  the  influx  of  water,  but  could  perceive 
no  difierence,  the  vessel  falling  off  immediately 
into  the  trough  of  the  sea,  and  rolling  heavily. 
The  engineer  at  this  time  reported  that  it  would 
be  necessary  to  start  the  centrifugal  pump,  as 
the  others  failed  to  keep  the  water  under.  Or- 
dered him  to  do  so  immediately,  and  report  to 
me  the  effect  Sea  continued  to  rise ;  the  vessel 
striking  heavily  forward.  The  engineer  reported 
that  the  pumps  were  all  working  well,  but  pro- 
duced no  effect  upon  th^  water,  which,  by  this 
time,  had  risen  several  inches  above  the  level  of 
the  engine-room  floor. 

About  half-past  ten  p.m.,  having  given  the 
pumps  a  fair  trial,  and  finding  the  water  gaining 
rapidly  upon  us,  I  determined  to  make  tihe  pre- 
concerted signal  of  distress,  which  was  imme- 
diately answered  by  the  Rhode  Island.    I  ranged 
up  close  to  her  and  reported  that  the  water  was 
gaining  rapidly  upon  us,  and  requested  her  com- 
I  mander  to  send  boats  to  take  off  the  crew.    Find- 
I  ing  that  the  heavy  stream  cable,  used  to  tow  the 
i  Monitor,  rendered  the  vessel  unmanageable,  while 
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hanging  slack  to  her  bow.  and,  being  under  the 
absolute  necessity  of  working  the  engines  to  keep 
the  pumps  going,  I  ordered  it  to  be  cut,  and  ran 
down  close  under  the  lee  of  the  Rhode  Island,  at 
times  almost  touching  her.  Water  continued  to 
gain  upon  the  pumps,  and  was  now  above  the 
ash-pits. 

Two  boats  reached  us  from  the  Rhode  Island, 
when  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Green  to  put  as  many 
men  into  them  as  they  would  safely  carry.  While 
getting  the  men  into  the  boats — a  very  dangerous 
operation,  caused  by  the  heavy  sea  breaking  en- 
tirely over  the  deck — the  vessels  touched  slightly, 
nearly  crushing  the  boat,  and  endangering  the 
Rhode  Island  herself,  as  our  sharp  bow  and  sides 
would  undoubtedly  have  stove  her  near  the  wa- 
ter^s  edge,  had  she  struck  upon  us  heavily.  The 
Rhode  Island  steamed  slightly  ahead,  and  the 
vessels  separated  a  short  distance. 

At  half-past  eleven,  my  engines  working  slow- 
ly, and  all  the  pumps  in  full  play,  but  the  water 
gaining  rapidly;  sea  very  heavy. and  breaking 
entirely  over  the  vessel,  rendering  it  extremely 
hazardous  to  leave  the  turret — in  fact,  several 
men  were  supposed  to  have  been  washed  over- 
board at  the  time.  While  waiting  for  the  boats 
to  return,  the  engineer  reported  that  the  engines 
had  ceased  to  work,  and  shortly  after  all  the 
pumps  stopped  also,  the  water  putting  out  the 
nres,  and  having  no  pressure  of  steam.  A  bail- 
ing party  had  been  previously  organized,  not  so 
much  with  any  hope  of  diminishing  the  water, 
but  more  as  an  occupation  for  the  men.  The 
engine  being  stopped,  and  no  longer  able  to  keep 
the  vessePs  head  to  sea,  she  having  fallen  off  into 
the  trough,  and  rolling  so  heavily  as  to  render  it 
impossible  for  boats  to  approach  us,  I  ordered 
the  anchor  to  be  let  go  and  all  the  chain  given 
her,  in  hopes  that  it  might  bring  her  up.  For- 
tunately it  did  so,  and  she  once  more  swung 
round,  head  to  wind.  By  this  time,  finding  the 
vessel  filling  rapidly,  and  the  deck  on  a  level 
with  the  water,  I  ordered  all  the  men  left  on 
board  to  leave  the  turret  and  endeavor  to  get  into 
the  two  boats  which  were  then  approaching  us. 
I  think,  at  that  time,  there  were  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  men  on  board.  The  boats  approach- 
ed very  cautiously,  as  the  sea  was  breaking  upon 
our  now  submerged  deck  with  great  violence, 
washing  several  men  overboard,  one  of*  whom 
was  afterward  picked  up  by  the  boats.  I  secured 
the  painter  of  one  of  the  boats,  which  by  the  use 
of  its  oars  was  prevented  from  striking  the  side, 
and  made  as  many  get  into  her  as  she  would 
safely  hold  in  the  heavy  sea  that  was  running. 
There  were  several  men  still  left  upon  and  in  the 
turret,  who,  either  stupefied  by  fear,  or  fearful  of 
being  washed  overboard  in  the  attempt  to  reach 
the  boats,  would  not  come  down,  and  are  sup- 
posed to  have  gone  down  in  the  vessel.  Feeling 
that  I  had  done  every  thing  in  my  power  to  save 
the  vessel  and  crew,  I  jumped  into  the  already 
deeply-laden  boat,  and  left  the  Monitor,  whose 
heavy,  sluggish  motion  gave  evidence  that  she 
could  float  but  a  short  time  longer.  Shortly  after 
we  reached  the  Rhode  Island  she  disappeared. 


I  must  testify  to  the  untiring  efforts  and  zeal 
displayed  by  Captain  Trenchard,  and  his  officers, 
in  their  attempts  to  rescue  the  crew  of  the  Mon- 
itor. It  was  an  extremely  hazardous  undertaking, 
rendered  particularly  so  by  the  heavy  sea,  and 
the  difficulty  in  approaching  the  Monitor.  WhUe 
regretting  those  that  were  lost,  it  is  still  a  matter 
of  congratulation  that  so  many  were  saved  under 
the  circumstances.  There  is  some  reason  to  hope 
that  a  boat,  which  is  still  missing,  may  have  sue* 
ceeded  in  saving  those  left  on  board,  or  may  hare 
reached  the  vicinity  of  the  vessel  in  time  to  hare 
picked  up  some  of  them  after  she  went  down. 

Upon  mustering  the  officers  and  crew  on  board 
the  Rhode  Island,  four  officers  and  twelve  men 
were  fdund  to  be  missing,  a  list  of  whom  I  here- 
with inclose,  as  well  as  the  report  of  Second  As- 
sistant Engineer  Waters,  acting  Chief-Engineer. 

I  am  firmly  of  the  opinion  that  the  Monitor 
must  have  sprung  a  leak  somewhere  in  the  for- 
ward part,  where  the  hull  joins  on  to  the  armor, 
and  that  it  was  caused  by  the  heavy  shocks 
received  as  she  came  down  upon  the  sea.  The 
bilge-pumps,  alone,  up  to  seven  p.m.,  had  easilj 
kept  her  free,  and  when  we  find  that  all  her 
pumps,  a  short  time  after,  with  a  minimum  capa- 
city of  two  thousand  gallons  per  minute,  not 
only  failed  to  diminish  the  water,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  made  no  perceptible  change  in  its  grad- 
ual increase,  we  must  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  there  are,  at  least,  good  grou|^  for  mj 
opinion.  ^^ 

Before  closing  my  report,  I  must  testify  to 
the  coolness,  prompt  obedience,  and  absence  of 
any  approach  to  panic,  on  the  part  of  the  officers, 
and,  with  but  few  exceptions,  on  that  of  the 
crew,  many  of  whom  were  at  sea  for  the  first 
time,  and,  it  must  be  admitted,  under  circum- 
stances that  were  well  calculated  to  appall  the 
boldest  heart  I  would  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Admiral  and  of  the  Department  to 
the  particularly  good  conduct  of  Lieut  Greene 
and  Acting  Master  L.  N.  Stodder,  who  remained 
with  me  until  the  last,  and  by  their  b<»inng  did 
much  toward  inspiring  confidence  and  ob^enee 
on  the  part  of  others.  I  must  also  mention  &vor- 
ably  Acting  Master's  Mate  Peter  Williams!  and 
Richard  Anjior,  Quartermaster,  who  both  showed 
on  that  occasion  the  highest  qualities  of  men  and 
seamen.  The  latter  remained  at  his  post  at  the 
wheel  when  the  vessel  was  sinking,  and  when 
told  by  me  to  get  into  the  bcNat,  replied:  "Xo^ 
sir;  not  till  you  go.''  The  officers  and  crew 
have  lost  every  thing  but  the  clothes  they  wore 
at  the  time  they  were  rescued. 

There  were  no  serious  injuries  received,  with 
the  exception  of  Acting  Assistant  Sui^geon  G.  M. 
Weeks,  who  Jammed  his  hand  so  badly  as  to 
require  a  partial  amputation  of  several  of  his  fin- 
gers. Every  attention  and  kindness  has  been 
shown  to  us  by  Captain  Trenchard  and  his  offi- 
cers, to  whom  we  all  feel  deeply  gratefuL 

Very  respectfiiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.   P.   BankHEAP,  OnmatttkL 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Ooumundlug  Nortli-Atlantlc  ft'*r'W**Hf  SqnadroB. 
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time  the  steamer  was  ready  to  turn  her  wheels, 
the  light  had  unfortunately  disappeared. 

ffatf-past  one  RAf.y  on  the  thirtieth  wZt—The 
steamer  proceeded  slowly  in  the  direction  which 
the  Monitor  bore  when  last  seen,  and  endeavored 
to  keep  her  position  as  near  as  possible  through- 
out the  night,  burning  Coston's  night-signals  at 
intervals. 

After  daylight,  not  seeing  any  thing  of  the  miss- 
ing boat,  I  decided  to  cruise  between  the  position 
she  had  separated  fh>m  us  and  Cape  Hatteras, 
and  the  extremity  of  its  shoals,  with  the  hope  of 
falling  in  with  her.  This  plan  was  carried  out, 
and  the  day  (thirty-first  ultimo)  was  passed  in 
this  way,  but  I  regret  to  say,  without  success. 
It  is  possible,  however,  that  the  boat  may  have 
been  picked  up  by  one  of  the  numerous  vessels 
that  were  seen  on  the  coast  on  that  day.  The 
boat  was  buoyant,  had  a  good  crew,  and  no  doubt 
well  managed,  and  I  entertain  hope  that  her  dar- 
ing crew  have  been  saved  by  some  passing  vessel 

Acting  Ensign  Taylor,  the  officer  who  had 
charge  of  the  launch,  which  had  rendered  good 
service,  speaks  in  high  praise  of  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  Acting  Master's  Mate  Stevens,  who  when 
the  launch  was  manning,  went  quietly  into  the 
boat,  took  one  of  the  oars,  and  while  alongside  the 
Monitor,  in  striving  to  save  others,  was  himself 
washed  from  the  boat,  but  was  rescued  by  the 
first  cutter.  -Mr.  Taylor  also  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  David  T.  Compton,  Cockswain  of  the 
launch,  who  when  the  boat  was  stove  and  render- 
ed unfit  for  service,  oarlocks  broken,  declared  he 
would  not  leave  the  boat,  but  would  go  to  the 
Monitor  even  if  he  had  to  scull  the  boat. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  list  of  the  men  in  the  miss- 
ing boat  belonging  to  the  Rhode  Island. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Stephen  D.  TiiiNCRARD, 

Comouuider. 

Acting  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oommanding  Norih-AUaoUc  BloduMtlog  Sqaadron, 

Hampton  Boada, 


Doc.  94. 

BATTLE    OP   PARKER'S   CROSS-ROADS, 

TENN. 

COLONEL   DUNHAM'S   OFFICIAL    REPORT. 

Hkadquabtkks  Third  BaioiDK,  Parkkr'b  Cross-roads,  I 
Nbab  LBXIH0T05,  Tevx.,  December  81, 18^.     f 

Brig.' Gen.  J.  0.  Sulliean,  Commanding  Division: 
Sir:  In  pursuance  of  your  written  order  of 
yesterday,  the  thirtieth  instant,  I  on  that  day, 
at  about  two  o'clock  p.m.,  left  Huntington,  in 
pursuit  of  the  enemy^s  force,  under  Gen.  Forrest, 
toward  Lexington,  with  the  brigade  under  my 
command,  except  the  Seventh  Tennessee,  which 
was  by  your  order  left  to  guard  the  bridge  north 
of  Huntington. 

My  command  consisted  of  parts  of  two  com- 
panies— A  and  E  of  the  Eighteenth  Illinois  volun- 


OmCLkL  REPORT  OF  COMMANDER  TRRNOHARD. 

TJyiTKD  9rATBB  Strambr  Rhodb  Tslard,  I 
HAMpn**  RoADt,  January  8,  188B.     f 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  conformity 

with  your  orders  of  the  twenty-fourth  ultimo, 

that  t^e  Rhode  Island  proceeded  to  sea  with  the 
iron-clad  steamer  Monitor  in  tow,  at  half-past 
two  P.M.  of  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  the  wind 
being  light  firom  the  southward  and  westward, 
with  a  smootli  sea.  The  weather  continued  favor- 
able during  the  night,  and  the  Monitor  towed 
easily ;  speed  ranging  between  five  and  six  miles 
per  hour.  At  one  p.m.  of  thcf  thirtieth,  made 
Cape  Hatteras  lighthouse,  bearing  west-south- 
west, fourteen  miles  distant  The  weather  dur- 
ing the  day  continued  the  same.  At  sunset, 
when  seventeen  miles  south-east  of  Cape  Hat- 
teras, made  the  steamer  State  of  Georgia  with 
the  Passaic  in  tow,  to  the  northward  and  east- 
ward of  us,  the  wind  being  light  at  the  time  from 
southward  and  westward,  with  indications  of 
pM  weather.  Between  eight  and  nine  p.m.  the 
wind  freshened,  hauling  more  to  the  southward, 
and  attended  with  rainy  and  squally  weather. 

At  nine  p.m.  the  Monitor  made  signals  to  stop. 
We  stopped  the  engines,  starting  them  again 
soon  after.  During  the  interval,  the  Monitor  ap- 
peared to  be  lying  in  the  trough  of  the  sea,  labor- 
ing heavily,  the  sea  making  a  complete  breach 
over  her.  The  steamer  was  then  brought  head 
to  vnnd  and  sea,  under  easy  steam,  and  the  Mon- 
itor rode  much  easier,  and  made  better  weather. 
About  two  hours  afterward,  (eleven  p.m.,)  when 
about  twenty  miles  south-south-west  of  Cape  Hat- 
tm.^,  Commander  Bankhead  made  signals  for  as- 
sistance, and  upon  hailing,  we  learned  the  Mon- 
itor was  in  a*  sinking  condition.  We  lowered  our 
launch  and  first  cutter  without  delay,  and  com- 
menced getting  her  crew  on  board.  While  so 
en^^aged,  the  Monitor  r^ged  upon  our  port-quar- 
ttr,  staving  in  the  launch,  and  to  prevent  a  seri- 
oas  collision,  by  which  the  Rhode  Island  would 
have  been  badly  injured,  it  was  necessary  to 
force  the  steamer  ahead  a  little.  While  under 
our  quarter,  ropes  were  thrown  on  board  the  Mon- 
itor, but  so  reluctant  did  the  crew  appear  to  leave 
their  vessel,  that  they  did  not  take  advantage  of 
this  opportunity  to  save  themselves. 

The  vessels  now  being  separated,  a  third  boat 
vas  then  lowered,  to  a.ssist  the  others  in  getting 
the  crew  on  board.  Acting  Master's  Mate  Brown, 
the  officer  in  charge  of  the  first  cutter,  deserves 
^'cial  credit  for  the  skilfiil  manner  in  which  he 
managed  his  boat,  having  made  two  trips  to  the 
Monitor,  and  rescuing  a  number  of  her  men.  En- 
couraged by  the  success  attending  them,  Mr. 
^i^own  started  on  another  trip,  and  soon  after 
^9^  hailed,  and  directed  to  lie  on  his  oars,  or 
drop  astern,  and  be  towed  up,  as  the  Rhode 
Inland  would  steam  for  the  Monitor  as  soon  as 
the  men  could  be  got  on  board  from  the  boats 
alongside,  and  the  boats  hoisted  up.    Mr.  Brown, 

p<:rhaps  not  understanding  the  order,  proceeded  teer  infantry,  mounted,  under  Capt  Davis,  sixty- 
^  in  the  direction  of  the  Monitor,  whose  red  five  men;  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  volunteers,  Lieut.- 
light  from  her  turret  was  still  visible,  but  by  the   GoL  Wells  commanding,  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
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^ve  men;  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Illinois,  Col.  Ranaker,  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  men ;  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  Colonel  Cum- 
mings,  four  hundred  and  five  men;  and  three 
pieces  of  the  Seventh  Wisconsin,  under  Lieut 
Wheelock,  thirty  men.  In  all,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thurty-four  men,  rank  and  file. 

Notwithstanding  all  were  weary  and  worn  with 
constant  marches  and  arduous  duties  already  per- 
formed, our  little  {orce  pushed  vigorously  forward, 
and  reached  Clarkshurgli,  twelve  miles  distant, 
shortly  after  dark. 

As  the  advance-guard  (the  mounted  infantry 
under  Captain  Davis)  approached  the  town,  they 
were  met  and  resisted  by'a  company  of  the  ene- 
my. They  promptly  dismounted,  engaged  and 
repulsed  him — ^killing  three,  who  were  left  dead 
on  the  ground. 

Our  column  immediately  moved  forward  into, 
and  occupied  the  town,  without  further  resist- 
ance.    Here  we  bivouacked  for  the  night 

I  ascertained  from  scouts  whom  I  sent  out, 
that  Gen.  Forrest,  with  a  large  force — said  to  be 
his  whole  command — ^were  bivouacked  at  Union 
Church,  four  miles  west  of  Clarksburgh,  on  the 
road  leading  fi*om  McLamoresville  into  the  Hunt- 
ington and  Lexington  road  at  Parker's  Cross- 
Roads,  five  miles  south  of  Clarksburgh.  One  of 
his  foraging  parties  represented  his  force  at  dght 
thousand  strong,  with  twelve  pieces  of  artillery. 

I  immediately  (two  o'clock  a.m.)  sent  a  courier 
to  you  with  a  despatch,  saying,  in  substance, 
that  he  was  at  the  point  above  designated  in  con- 
siderable force,  and  that  I  should  try  to  coax  or 
force  a  fight  out  of  him  in  the  morning. 

My  information  induced  me  to  believe  that  he 
was  endeavoring  to  escape  by  way  of  Lexington, 
and  hence  would  enter  the  road  to  that  place  at 
the  cross-roads  aforesaid. 

I  determined  to  there  intercept  him.  Our  little 
force  had  breakfasted,  and  were  in  motion  before 
day.  The  mounted  in&ntry  having  been  upon 
picket  during  the  night,  were  left  as  rear-guard, 
and  company  A,  of  the  Fiftieth  infantry,  under 
Lieut  Indy,  was  thrown  forward  as  an  advance- 
guard. 

As  the  advance  approached  Parkei^s  Cross- 
Roads,  it  was  attacked  by  the  enemy's  pickets, 
and  immediately  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and 
pushed  rapidly  foiward  up  the  hill,  the  whole 
column  following.  As  I  got  with  the  advance  to 
the  top  of  the  hill,  I  saw  what  seemed  a  large 
company,  or  two  small  ones,  of  the  enemy,  re- 
treating along  the  road  to  the  west,  upon  whom 
we  opened  fire,  and  the  retreat  became  a  flight, 
to  Dr.  Williams's  house,  upon  a  hill  near  half  a 
mile  distant,  under  the  shdter  of  which,  and  the 
outbuildings  and  timber  around  it,  they  rallied. 

Desiring  to  ascertain  whether  the  enemy  was 
there  in  fbrce,  two  guns  were  ordered  up,  and 
threw  a  few  shells  into  the  surrounding  timber, 
when  a  further  retreat  into  the  woods  to  the 
north-west  followed. 

Lieut -Colonel  Wells,  with  the  Fiftieth  Indiana, 
was  ordered  forward,  to  occupy  the  hill  upon 
which  tlie  house  stood,  and  tiie  woods  to  the  I 


right,  and  reconnoitre.  He  threw  three  compa- 
nies (A,  D  and  F)  forward  as  skirmishers,  follow- 
ing with  the  remainder  of  the  raiment,  aiid  sooa 
took  the  position  indicated. 

No  enemy  being  found,  company  F,  Lieatenant 
Jones,  was  sent  across  a  skirt  of  woods  to  the 
north,  to  reconnoitre,  and  soon  came  up  with  and 
engaged  a  company  of  the  enemy's  mounted  men, 
at  a  house  a  little  west  of  north  from  that  of  Dr. 
Williams,  and  drove  them  back  across  a  large 
field  up  and  over  the  crest  of  a  ridge.  The  re- 
call was  sounded,  and  they  returned  to  the  house. 

Soon  the  enemy  was  seen  coming  down  the 
hill  toward  the  house.  Company  F  had  in  the 
mean  time  been  joined  by  a  part  of  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Eighteenth  Illinois,  (the  mounted 
infantry  before  mentioned,)  and  the  two  again 
deployed,  and  drove  the  enemy  back  to  the  top 
of  the  ridge. 

At  this  juncture,  I  saw  the  enemy  deploying 
a  line  along,  but  behind  the  brow  of  the  ridge, 
and  the  re<^l  was  sounded,  and  the  skinmshers 
again  rallied  to  the  house.  They  had  barely  done 
so,  when  the  enemy  opened  upon  them  with  shell 
fi-om  a  gun  on  his  extreme  right,  and  soon  from 
another  considerably  further  to  the  east,  and  the 
skirmishing  party  was  withdrawn  to  the  regiment 
at  Williams's  house. 

Determined  to  ascertain  if  possible  the  force 
and  disposition  of  the  enemy,  two  pieces  of  artil- 
lery were  ordered  forward  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  supported  by  four  companies  of  the  Fiftieth 
Indiana,  under  Msgor  Atkinson. 

From  these  guns  a  fire  was  opened  upon  the  ene- 
my along  the  ridge.  He  replied  with  at  least  a 
full  battery,  and  the  fire  for  a  little  whfle  was  in- 
tense on  both  sides. 

Seeing  that  the  enemy  had  put  a  heavy  force 
in  line  along  and  just  over  the  crest  of  the  ridge, 
and  having  accomplished  all  I  desired  at  that 
place  and  time,  I  orderedP  our  fire  to  cease  and 
the  forces  there  to  be  withdrawn  to  the  main  col- 
umn at  the  cross-roads.  Two  or  three  of  the 
horses  of  ohe  gun  having  been  disabled,  it  w^ 
gallantly  taken  out  by  a  detachment  of  the  Fifti- 
eth, imder  a  heavy  fire  of  grape  and  shell 

The  whole  command  was  then  moved  south 
down  the  Lexington  road,  half  a  mile  to  the  Red 
Mound,  and  plaosd  in  line  of  battle  along  and  he- 
hind  the  crest  of  a  ridge,  which  ran  back  from 
the  road  at  an  angle  of  about  forty-five  degrees, 
about  half  the  length  of  the  line,  where  it  turns 
still  more  eastward.  The  left  rested  upon  the 
road — the  right  upon  a  thick  wood  and  rarine. 
The  artillery  was  placed  at  the  turn  in  the  ridge. 

This  position  covered  a  field  to  the  west,  a  con- 
siderable part  of  the  road  running  south  trm  the 
cross-roads,  and  also  by  our  guns  a  portion  of 
the  road  firom  the  west  to  the  cross-roads. 

The  wagon-train  was  placed  in  a  hoUow  in  the 
rear,  with  two  companies,  one  of  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa  and  one  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
second  Illinois  beyond,  to  protect  it  These  dis- 
positions were  scarcely  made,  indeed  the  artillcTy 
had  not  got  fully  into  position,  before  the  enemy, 
in  heavy  column,  was  seen  moving  fix>m  the  woods 
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m  to  the  road  near  Williams^B  houBe,  and  along  it 
towird  tiie  cross-roads. 

Being  out  of'  range  of  musketry,  the  artillery 
was  ordered  to  open  fire  upon  the  advancing  col- 
unn,  which  it  did^  hut  from  some  cause,  seem- 
ingly with  hut  little  effect  Lieut-Colonel  Wells 
was  also  directed  to  send  two  companies  of  his 
regiment  (the  Fiftieth  Indiana)  toward  the  cross- 
roads, to  watch  and  check  his  advance.  Com- 
pany 6,  Capt  Carothers,  immediately  moved  up 
the  road  at  douhle-quick,  deployed  m  the  lane, 
opmed  a  galling  fire,  and  held  his  position  until 
forced  Imu£  by  overwhelming  numbers.  Company 
B,  Lieut  Davis,  also  moved  forward  at  the  same 
step,  and  deployed  along  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
upon  which  I  afterward  changed  my  line,  and  did 
raluable  service.  The  enemy  moved  past  the 
cross-roads  eastward,  and  appeared  as  if  desirous 
of  escaping  in  that  direction. 

Our  forces  were  immediately  and  rapidly  moved 
to  the  north  (toward  the  cross-roads)  and  a  new 
line  formed  nearly  perpendicular  to  a  prolongation 
of  the  first,  along  Uie  edge  and  under  cover  of  the 
woods  pendlel  to  the  enemy's  advancing  column, 
the  left  resting  upon  the  road  and  the  right  upon 
an  open  field,  wi&  three  companies  thrown  per- 
pendicularly to  the  rear  in  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
to  coyer  the  right  flank,  and  a  vigorous  attack 
WIS  commenced. 

The  disposition  of  forces  at  this  time  was: 
first,  company  G,  Fiftieth  Indiana,  in  the  lane, 
who^  when  foroed  bad(  as  aforesaid,  took  position 
at  the  extreme  left ;  second,  the  Thirty-ninth 
Iowa;  third,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sec- 
ond Illinois ;  fourth,  the  detachment  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth DUnois ;  fifth,  the  Fiftieth  Indiana^  holding 
the  right ;  sixth,  two  companies,  company  A  of 
the  Thuly-ninth  Iowa,  and  one  company  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illinois,  at  the 
bouse  on  the  moiwd,  to  cover  our  rear  and  pro- 
tect our  train  yet  in  the  hollow. 

All  had  moved  into  position  with  alacrity  and 
with  the  steadiness  of  veterans.  The  artillery 
liad  been  ordered  forward  with  a  view  to  being 
placed  between  the  Thurty-ninth  and  One  Hun- 
<)red  and  Twenty-second,  where  it  was  thought  it 
would  be  made  most  effective  upon  the  enemy's 
batteries  and  be  supported  by  Uiese  regiments, 
but  it  had  not  yet  got  into  position. 

By  this  time  the  enemy  had  got  into  position, 
and  the  fire  firom  his  batteries  had  become  intense 
along  our  whole  lina  Our  skirmishers  had  been 
forced  back  out  of  the  Ume,  which  the  enemy  now 
<Kcupied,  and  from  which,  and  a  small  hill  be- 
hind which  he  was,  to  some  extent^  sheltered,  he 
P<Mired  upon  our  left  a  galling  musketry  fire. 

I  looked  for  our  guns ;  two,  only,  had  been 
brou^t  forward,  and  they,  instead  of  taking  the 
potiiUon  indicated,  were  being  put  in  position  in 
&^t  of  the  extreme  left 

I  rode  along  the  line  to  them.  When  I  came 
op  they  had  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  the 
l>Ae  and  upon  the  hill  Ust  mentioned.  I  again 
ordered  them  to  be  moved  to  the  place  designat- 
ed. To  my  utter  astonishment  I  was  informed 
by  the  lieutenant  that  his  ammunition  was  about 


exhaustod,  and  hence  that  it  was  useless  to  change 
position. 

Directing  him  to  do  the  best  he  could  with  his 
pieces,  I  turned  away  to  do  the  best  I  could  with- 
out them. 

Candor  compels  me  to  say,  that  from  some 
cause  our  artillery  was  throughout  strikingly  in- 
efficient, although  both  the  officers  and  men  with 
it  exhibited  the  greatest  bravery. 

The  enemy  at  this  time  had  one  battery  on  the 
ridge  in  front  of  and  parallel  to  our  line,  one  oa 
a  ridge  nearly  perpendicular  to,  but  beyond  our 
line  to  the  right,  so  situated  as  to  enable  him  to 
conoentrato  a  fire  upon  several  portions  of  our 
line,  and  to  enfilade  a  part  of  it,  and  his  fire  had 
become  terrible  in  its  intensity.  I  determined  to 
take  his  batteries,  at  all  hazards  the  one  on  tlie 
right 

The  requisite  orders  had  been  given,  and  I  was 
riding  along  the  line  to  see  that  they  were  pro- 
perly understood,  when  we  were  suddenly  and 
furiously  attacked  from  the  rear  by  a  heavy  dis- 
mounted force,  which  had,  under  the  cover  of  the 
hills  and  woods  beyond,  turned  our  right  flajdc 
and  was  moving  to  the  rear  of  our  main  line  in  a 
direction  nearly  parallel  to  it,  and  between  it  and 
that  of  the  two  companies  left  to  protect  the  train 
and  rean 

At  the  same  time  a  regiment  of  cavalry  charged 
up  the  Lexington  road  from  the  south  toward  the 
rear  of  our  left.  This  was  the  crisis  of  the  day, 
and  nobly  did  our  gallant  men  meet  it  The  main 
line  was  faced  at  once  to  the  rear,  and  drove  the 
enemy  back,  inflicting  a  heavy  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded,  and  taking  a  laiige  number  of  prisoners. 

The  repulse  was  complete.  The  Fiftieth  here 
made  a  bayonet-charge,  never  surpassed  and  sel- 
dom equalled,  forcing  their  way  entirely  through 
the  enem/s  line. 

The  cavalry  charging  up  the  road  was  also  con^ 
pletely  and  severely  repulsed  by  the  two  compa- 
nies protecting  our  rear,  who  were  promptly  put 
in  motion  for  that  purpose  under  the  direction  of 
Adjutant  Simpson  of  my  staff,  but  it  rallied  and 
made  a  second  charge  upon  them  and  was  again 
repulsed. 

When  the  enemy  had  been  repulsed  from  the 
rear  of  our  main  line,  as  above  described,  the  Fif- 
tieth Indiana  was  placed  to  cover  the  route  by 
which  he  had  approached.  It  had  barely  got  into 
position  when  ito  right  was  furiously  duurged  by 
a  heavy  cavalry  force  from  the  south,  before  which 
it  sta^ered  and  fell  slightly  back ;  but  two  com- 
panies (H,  Captain  Soott,  and  C,  Captain  Marsh) 
holding  the  left  quickly  changed  firont  and  pour- 
ed into  the  flank  of  the  chaif^ing  force  a  murder- 
ous fire,  under  which  it  broke  and  fled,  and  the 
right  immediately  rallied  and  resumed  its  place. 

This  substantially  closed  the  fighting  for  the 
day,  it  being  about  two  o'clock  p.m.  The  repulse 
of  the  attack  upon  our  rear  had  brought  our  line 
back  to  Red  Mound,  where  our  first  had  been 
formed,  but  at  nearly  right  angles  to  it,  the  left 
rested  where  the  right  of  the  first  had  rested.  It 
was  in  excellent  order. 

I  was  passing  along  it,  speaking  words  of  con- 
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gratulation  and  encouragement  to  the  men,  when 
a  flag  of  truoe,  home  by  an  aid  of  Oen.  Forrest, 
approached.  I  rode  forward  and  demanded  his 
message.  He  answered:  "The  General  under- 
stands that  you  have  surrendered."  I  replied : 
"  The  General  is  entirely  mistaken ;  we  have 
never  thought  of  surrendering." 

He  said  a  white  flag  was  hoisted.  I  answered : 
**  You  are  mistaken,  or  if  not,  it  was  done  with- 
out my  authority  or  knowledge,  and  you  will  so 
report  to  your  General." 

He  departed,  but  shortly  retumefl  with  the  flag 
of  truce,  and  said  the  General  demanded  an  un- 
conditional surrender.  I  replied :  "  You  will  get 
away  with  that  flag  very  quickly,  and  bring  me 
no  more  such  messages.  Give  my  compliments 
to  the  General,  and  tell  him  I  never  surrender. 
If  he  thinks  he  can  take  me,  come  and  try."  He 
left. 

In  the  mean  time,  Commissary-Sergeant  Thomp- 
son, of  the  Fiftieth,  had  informed  me  that  when 
the  charge  had  been  made  upon  the  two  compa- 
nies left  to  protect  the  train  and  our  rear,  the  wag- 
oners had  become  panic-stricken,  and  had  driven 
the  train  north-westwardly  into  a  hollow,  where 
it  had  been  captured,  and  that  with  a  single  com- 
pany he  could  retake  it. 

I  turned  to  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa  and  asked : 
"  Will  any  company  volunteer  to  retake  the  wag- 
ons ?" 

Company  G,  Capt  Cameron,  instantly  respond- 
ed, and  was  placed  under  command  of  Major  At- 
kinson, of  the  Fiftieth  Indiana,  and  recaptured 
the  train,  taking  several  prisoners,  among  whom 
were  Major  Strange,  General  Forrest*s  Adjutant- 
General  ;  Colonel  McKee,  his  aid,  and  one  or  two 
other  officers.  This  was  scarcely  accomplished, 
when  I  learned  that  you  had  arrived  from  Hunt- 
ington with  CoL  Fuller^s  brigade,  and  1  soon  saw 
^s  guns  moving  into  position. 

It  is  reported  to  me  by  Lieut -Col.  Wells,  who 
held  our  right,  that  on  the  repulse  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  he  appeared  to  commence  vrithdrawing, 
under  the  cover  of  the  woods,  his  forces  past  our 
right  southward,  and  that  when  Fuller's  brigade 
opened  Are,  his  retreat  in  that  direction  became  a 
perfect  rout 

We  were  not  during  the  entire  engagement 
driven  from  a  single  position,  but  on  the  contrary, 
whenever  opportunity  offered,  the  enemy  was 
driven  before  us  with  resistless  vigor.  Only  in  a 
single  instance  did  any  part  of  our  command  get 
into  the  slightest  confusion.  When  our  line  was 
ordered  to  face  to  the  rear  and  repel  the  enemy's 
flanking  column,  a  part  of  the  Thirty-ninth  Iowa, 
some  three  or  four  companies  of  its  right,  obeyed 
most  handsomely ;  but  the  other  part,  from  not 
properly  receiving  or  not  fully  understanding  the 
orders,  seemed  to  hesitate,  became  confused  and 
finally  began  to  break.  Seeing  this,  I  rode  rap- 
idly to  them,  hoping  to  remedy  the  difficulty. 
The  enemy  had  seen  it  also,  and  concentrated 
upon  them  a  terrific  fire  from  his  musketry  in 
front  and  ^e  battery  on  the  right,  under  which 
they  completely  gave  way  and  crossed  the  road 


to  a  skirt  of  woods,  a  short  distance  to  the  west 
Their  officers,  assisted  by  my  aid,  Capt  Silence 
and  Adjutant  Simpson,  soon  rallied  them,  and 
they  returned  in  good  order  to,  and  resumed  their 
place  in  the  line,  in  its  new  position  at  Red  Mound, 
with  their  confidence  in  themselves  and  mine  in 
them  fully  restored.  It  was  one  of  tiiese  com- 
panies that,  under  Major  Atkinson,  retook  our 
wagon  train. 

When  it  is  recollected  that  this  is  a  new  regi- 
ment having  had  little  or  no  opportunity  for  drill, 
that  this  is  not  only  its  first  engagement,  but  its 
first  march,  that  for  nearly  two  hours  it  undaunt- 
edly maintained  it<)  position  under  the  severest 
fire,  and  when  I  call  to  mind  the  terrible  ordeal 
of  the  moment,  the  wonder  is  not,  that  they  did 
no  better  but  so  well,  and  all  regret  for  this  single 
mishap  is  forgotten  in  admiration  of  the  coarsge 
of  these  gallant  men.  Lieut.  -Colonel  Redfield  and 
Capt  Cameron,  of  this  regiment,  were  especially 
conspicuous  for  their  coolness  and  energy  at  this 
time.  The  former,  although  severely  and  danger- 
ously wounded,  seemed  entirely  forgetful  of  his 
own  sufferings  in  his  efforts  to  rally  his  men. 
Color-Corporal  Armstrong  also  attracted  particu- 
lar attention,  for  although  his  companion  had 
fallen  at  his  side  pierced  by  several  balls,  yet  he 
was  ready  at  every  command  to  put  down  his  flas; 
as  a  rallying-point  With  the  exception  of  this 
single  incident,  my  entire  command  throaghout 
the  day  manifested  the  greatest  enthusiasm  and 
the  most  perfect  confidence  in  their  success,  and 
at  no  time  more  than  the  moment  before  you  ar- 
rived with  the  other  brigade. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois deserves  especial  notice.  It  is  comparatire- 
ly  a  new  r^ment,  and  part  of  it  was  at  one 
time  more  exposed  to  the  enen^y's  fire  than  any 
other ;  at  any  rate,  it  suffered  more  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Its  gallant  colonel  fell  severely  wound- 
ed, yet  its  courage  never  flagged,  and  it  met  every 
duty  and  every  danger  with  unwavering  resolu- 
tion. The  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  acted 
for  the  most  part  with  it,  and  deserves  the  same 
commendation. 

To  the  Fiftieth  Indiana,  because  of  its  gretiter 
experience,  (being  an  older  regiment,)  was  as- 
signed the  most  responsible  position  of  the  field, 
and  it  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  under  its 
vigilant  and  brave  commander,  it  so  did  its  duties 
as  to  show  that  the  trust  was  worthily  confided. 

I  should  also  especially  mention  uaptain  Si* 
lence  and  Lieut  John  R  Simpson,  my  Acting 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL  By  their  vigilance 
and  energy  in  observing  and  reporting  every 
movement  by  their  promptness  in  conveying 
orders  and  in  seeing  to  and  aiding  in  their  eie 
cution,  and  in  many  other  ways,  were  they  of  the 
greatest  service  to  me.  In  the  discharge  of  their 
duties  they  were  often  exposed  to  the  enemy's 
hottest  fire.  Capt  Silence  had  two  horses  shot 
under  him. 

My  mounted  orderly,  Fred.  L,  Prow,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Indiana,  also  did  good  service  in  convey- 
ing orders.     I  should  also  acknowledge  my  ptf* 


DOCnUENTS. 


831 


fionftl  obligation  to  him.  When  my  own  horse 
was  shot  under  me,  he  rode  forward  under  a  ter- 
rible fire,  dismounted,  and  gave  me  his. 

I  hope  to  be  pardoned  for  also  mentioning  a 
gallftnt  little  feat  of  private  £.  A.  TopliflT,  of  the 
bfttt^.  As  our  line  faced  about  and  pressed 
back  in  their  engagement  of  the  enemy  in  our 
rear,  one  of  the  guns  of  the  battery  was  left  be- 
bind  jn  the  edge  of  the  woods.  All  the  horses 
belonging  to  it  had  been  killed  but  two.  After 
every  body  had  passed  and  left  it,  he,  fearing 
that  the  enemy  might  capture  it,  alone  and  under 
a  smart  fire,  disengaged  the  two  horses,  hitched 
them  to  the  piece,  and  took  it  safely  out 

The  losses  of  my  command  are — killed,  twenty- 
three;  wounded,  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine; 
missing^  fifty-eight  Total,  two  hundred  and 
twenty. 

Many  of  the  wounds,  probably  one  half,  are 
slight  Among  those  taken  prisoners  are  Capt 
Hungate  and  Quartermaster  Adams,  of  the  Fif- 
tieth Indiana,  and  Lieut  D.  S.  Scott,  of  the  Elev- 
epth  Illinois  cavalry,  acting  temporarily  as  my 
lid-  Capt  Hungate  had  been  very  unwell  for 
two  or  three  days,  but  had,  with  great  resolution^ 
kept  with  his  company.  The  night  previous  he 
became,  and  continued,  very  sick,  and  was  with 
the  assistant  surgeon  of  his  regiment,  who,  in 
the  rear,  had  established  his  headquarters.  Lieut 
Adams  was  assisting  in  arranging  the  hospital 
and  in  making  provision  for  the  wounded  already 
being  brought  in.  They,  and  also  the  Assistant 
Surgeon,  Hervey,  and  the  hospital  steward,  were 
captured  by  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  the  charge 
npon  our  rear.  Dr.  Hervey  and  the  hospital 
steward  were  detained  two  hours,  our  wounded, 
in  the  mean  time,  being  left  to  suffer  for  want  of 
their  attention.  Lieut  D.  S.  Scott^  Eleventh  Illi- 
Dois  caTahry,  was  suddenly  surrounded  and  taken 
whilst  zealously  d»charging  his  duties. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  L.  Dunham, 

Colonel  Commanding  Brigade. 
COLONBL    CUMmNaS'S   REPORT. 

HaiDQUARTBKS  TbISTT-NIHTB  lOWl  IfflTAllTST, 
Battub  GR0C5X>  Parkkr's  Ck08S-ROAD6, 
Deoember  81, 1808. 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  regi- 
ment in  the  battle  of  Parker's  Oross-Roads  this 

day: 

Upoi^  arriving  at  the  cross-roads  we  were 
^ted,  and  remained  in  that  position  some  time, 
while  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  infantry  deployed  as 
^irmishers,  and,  supported  by  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, engaged  the  rebels  upon  the  Mil  to  the 
right  and  west  of  the  road.  We  were  then  or- 
dered! to  file  to  the  right  up  the  kne,  take  posi- 
tion on  the  hill,  and  upon  arriving  there  I  was 
ordered  to  counter-march  and  take  position  about 
a  mile  south  of  the  cross-roads,  and  there  formed 
in  front  of  a  few  1(»  houses  upon  the  left  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illinois  in&nt- 
rj.  About  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  I  changed  front 
forward  on  first  company  and  moved  north  about 
a  quarter  of  a  mile^  and  again  formed  on  the  left 
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of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illinoifl, 
behind  a  f^nce.  Here  we  were  exposed  to  a  mur- 
derous fire  firom  two  pieces  of  the  enemy's  artil- 
lery in  firont,  and  a  battery  of  six  guns  upon  our 
right,  which  raked  my  entire  line.  We  were  also 
exposed  to  a  heavy  musket-fire  from  the  enemy's 
dismounted  cavalry.  My  men  were  in  a  low 
skirt  of  timber,  but  returned  for  a  long  time  with 
much  energy  the  fire  from  their  rifles.  Notwith- 
standing the  grape,  canister  and  shell  of  the  enemy 
were  falling  thick  upon  them,  wounding  many, 
they  behaved  admirably  and  fought  with  much 
coolness,  and  here  allow  me  to  remark  that  they 
were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  presence  of  Coi. 
Dunham,  commanding  the  brigade,  who  amid  the 
thickest  of  the  iron  hail  rode  in  front  and  rear 
of  them,  urging  them  to  do  or  die  for  their  coun- 
try. After  fighting  an  hour  or  more  in  this  posi- 
tion, some  officer  came  down  to  my  right  and 
gave  an  order  which  severU  of  my  officers  say  to 
me  was:  ** Rally  to  the  rear."  Had  the  officer 
passed  down  as  far  as  my  colors  he  would  have 
found  me,  and,  I  am  satisfied  I  could,  had  my 
command  heard  my  voice,  have  about-faced  the 
regiment  and  led  them  anywhere  without  con- 
fusion. But  being  raw  troops  and  imperfectly 
drilled,  they  mistook  the  command  for  an  order 
to  retreat,  and  commenced  breaking  to  the  rear 
from  near  the  right  of  the  regiment,  which,  de- 
spite my  efforts,  became  propagated  along  the 
whole  line.  I  hastened  toward  the  right  of  the 
retreating  men  and  gave  the  order  to  halt  and 
the  command  to  form,  and  had  done  much  to- 
ward re-forming,  when  we  were  opened  upon  by 
a  heavy  fire  of  dismounted  men,  who  had  ad- 
vanced under  cover  of  the  thick  underbrush  to 
within  fifty  feet  of  my  men.  They  then  in  more 
confusion  fell  back  toward  the  fence  and  re- 
ceived standing  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery, 
and  under  it  and'  the  fire  from  the  rear,  the  con- 
fusion became  worse.  Companies  F  and  D,  and 
several  from  other  companies,  formed  upon  the 
right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second 
Illinois,  \«tiich  had  faced  to  the  rear,  and  assisted 
them  in  driving  the  rebels  back  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  taking  a  number  of  prisoners.  Under 
this  fire,  so  unexpected,  from  both  front  and  rear, 
and  the  enemy's  cannon  seemed  to  be  entirely 
concentrated  upon  our  left  to  save  their  own 
force  in  our  rear,  about  the  lialf  of  my  regiment 
broke  to  the  left  of  our  line  as  formed  in  behind 
the  fence  and  crossed  the  road  into  the  corn-field 
upon  the  opposite  side.  Assisted  by  Col.  Dun- 
ham, Lieut -Colonel  Redfield,  who  was  severelr 
wounded.  Major  Qrifflth,  who  had  been  struck 
on  the  head  by  a  spent  grape-shot,  and  yourself 
I  attempted  to  halt  and  re-form  the  scattered 
men.  The  enemy  turned  their  cannon  upon  us 
and  we  were  fired  upon  by  their  cavalry,  and  I 
was  unable  to  form  a  line  until  we  reached  a 
skirt  of  timber  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ftom 
where  we  lay  in  line.  Here  I  formed  and  marched 
back  upon  the  left  again  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-second  Illinois  and  Fiftieth  Indiana,  but 
they  fell  in  with  us  and  marched  back  to  the 
bat&e-ground.     Shortly  aftex-ward,  perhaps  half 
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KL  hour,  and  at  about  half-past  one  p.m.,  re- 
enforcements  arriyed  and  the  battle  ended.  I 
have  omitted  to  state  that  at  the  cross-roads 
company  A  was  detached  from  the  regiment  and 
guarded  our  train.  When  we  fell  back  to  the 
ground  <m  which  the  battle  was  fought,  they,  or 
rather  all  but  fifteen  of  them,  with  company  6 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illinois, 
were  stationed  at  the  house  on  the  rear  of  our 
line  of  battle.  Here  they  three  times  repulsed  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  who  attempted  to  force  their 
way  through  the  lane  to  reach  our  main  body. 
The  fifteen  spoken  of  were  near  the  train,  and 
succeeded  in  capturing  oyer  forty  prisoners. 

There  were  many  cases  of  indiyidual  bravery 
among  those  under  my  command,  but  to  par- 
ticularize would  make  my  report  too  lengthy.  I 
must  however  say,  that  from  information  received 
through  reliable  men  of  my  conmiand,  who  were 
taken  prisoners  and  paroled,  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  rebels  had  men  dressed  in  our  uniform  so 
close  in  our  rear,  that  they  could  see  our  exact 
position,  and  know  the  number  of  our  regiments 
and  strength. 

Al^w  me  to  add  that  while  I  cannot  take  the 
room  to  name  the  many  of  my  company  officers 
who  did  their  whole  duty,  I  must  bear  witness 
to  the  coolness  and  bravery  of  Lieut -CoL  Red- 
field,  (who  ceased  his  labors  only  when  his 
woimd  compelled  him,)  Major  Qriffitfa,  Surgeon 
Woo<^  and  Adjt  Tichenor.  They  rendered  me 
all  the  assistance  possible. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  my 
officers  and  men  who  took  part  in ,  the  engage- 
ment :* 

Field  and  stafl^  five ;  company  officers,  twen- 
ty-one ;  enlisted  men,  three  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-nine.    Total,  four  hundred  and  five. 

My  r^ort  of  casualties  is  as  follows : 

Killed,  three ;  wounded,  thirty-three ;  missing, 
eleven.     Total  loss,  forty-seven. 

I  also  add  a  list  of  the  names  of  killed,  wound- 
ed and  missing : 

Killed. — Corporal  Jacob  Koontz,  Co.  G ;  Cor- 
poral J.  C.  Steams,  Co.  H ;  Color  Guard ;  Demigh 
Layton,  wagoner,  Co.  K. 

Wounded. — Lieut -Colonel  James  Redfield,  in 
shoulder,  severely ;  Major  J.  M.  Griffith,  in  head, 
spent  bidl  •  Capt  J.  BL  Brown,  Co.  F,  stomach, 
severely ;  Second  Lieutenant  J.  B.  Rawls,  Co.  A, 
hi  two  places  by  spent  balls ;  First  Sergeant  John 
P.  Jones,  Ca  A,  in  abdomen,  slightly ;  Corporal 
Jesse  Williams,  Co.  A,  in  abdomen,  slightly 
private  Thomas  Tucker,  Co.  A,  in  leg,  severely 
private  Edward  Brown,  Co.  A,  in  leg,  severely 
private  L.  F.  Bates,  Co.  A,  in  shoulder,  severely 
private  Solomon  Pentwies,  Co.  A,  in  leg,  severely 
private  John  L.  Albin,  Co.  B,  in  han^  severely 
private  Wm.  H.  Chamberlain,  Co.  B,  in  head,  se^ 
verely;  private  Benjamin  P.  Chase,  Co.  B,  in 
thigh,  severely;  Corporal  Jerome  Coon,  Co.  D, 
in  fSftce,  slightly ;  private  Randal  Milliner,  Co.  D, 
in  shoulder,  severely;  private  Geoige  Vaught, 
Co.  D,  in  arm,  severely ;  private  Joseph  F.  Pal- 
mer, Co.  D,  in  head,  slightly ;   Corporal  James 
F.  Morris,  Co.  £,  in  arm,  severely ;  private  Amos 


Moler,  in  neck,  slightly ;  private  L  L  Heneyer, 
Co.  F,  in  arm,  severely ;  private  Wm.  Thoni 
berg,  Co.  P,  in  hip,  severely ;  private  W.  S.  Wil- 
kinson, Co.  F,  in  head,  slightly ;  private  Charles 
Albright,  Co.  G,  in  shoulder,  severely;  private 
John  S.  Baird,  Co.  G,  in  leg,  slightly;  privitB 
Samuel  C.  Bazel,  Co.  G,  in  leg,  severely ;  private 
Bartholomew  Haffi^on,  Co.  G,  in  hand,  sli^tlj ; 
private  James  Mood,  Co.  H,  in  hand,  slightlT ; 
private  Joseph  Smith,  Co.  H,  in  hand,  slightly ; 
private  Nathan  Russell,  Co.  H,  in  breast,  slight* 
ly ;  private  James  Estes,  Co.  H,  in  hand,  sU^t^ 
ly ;  private  Clifford  B.  Parker,  Co.  H,  in  abdo- 
men,  slightly ;  Sergeant  Wm.  L.  Keaggy,  Co.  I, 
in  leg,  slightly ;  private  James  C.  Evans,  Ca  K, 
in  head,  slightly. 

•  MISSING   AND   SUPPOSED   TO  BE   PRI80NEBS. 

Private  David  Fleming,  Co.  A  ;  Henry  Chase, 
Co.  A ;  Asher  W.  Holcomb,  Co.  B ;  Sergeant 
Thos.  Ashton,  Co.  C ;  privates  Jack  JohDsoo, 
Co.  D ;  Benj.  Aylott,  Co.  E ;  Geo.  Armstrong, 
Co.  H ;  Alfred  Warner,  Co.  I ;  Musician,  Thos. 
Nicholas,  Co.  I ;  private  William  Famer,  Ca  K. 

Company  C,  with  the  exception  of  five  men, 
were  left  on  picket  at  Huntington,  and  did  not 
arrive  in  time  to  take  part  in  the  engagement 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 

H.  J.  B.  CUHMI5GS, 

Colonel  CmnintiiMfing 

Lieut  John  R.  Simpson, 

A.A.A.O.,  Second  Brlgmdc. 

CHICAGO    "  TRIBUNE »'   ACCOUNT. 

Cabo,  Jumaiy  6,  laflL 

The  announcement  was  made  from  this  point 
yesterday,  of  the  successful  battle  fought  at  Pa^ 
ker*s  Cross-Roads  on  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  be- 
tween Brig.-General  Jerry  C.  Sullivan's  forces 
and  the  celebrated  cavahy  of  the  confederate 
Genend  Forrest  The  general  results,  and  a 
somewhat  detailed  description  of  the  briUiant 
battle  were  also  given  in  the  telegram,  but  man/ 
interesting  particulars,  the  history  of  the  cam- 
paign and  other  matters  impossible  to  oomprise 
in  a  telegraphic  despatch,  were  purposely  omit- 
ted, to  be  dealt  with  separately  and  at  some  length 
in  this  letter.  I  have  the  very  best  authority  for 
saying  that  no  more  thorough  knowledge  of  a 
fight,  its  antecedents,  concomitants  and  results 
could  have  been  obtained  than  I  have  of  this  bat- 
tle, had  I  been  upon  the  field  and  participated  in 
every  movement,  and  carefully  noted  the  miau- 
tifld  at  the  moment 

To  obtain  a  full  knowle^  of  the  importance 
of  this  raid  of  Forrest's,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
start  with  its  history  at  about  the  eighteenth  of 
December,  when  Jackson  was  "  threatened,"  a« 
correspondents  at  the  time  incredulously  set  forth 
in  their  despatches  trom  this  point  and  Columbus. 
It  will  appear,  periiaps,  that  Jackson  was  pretty 
severely  threatened. 

My  informant,  whose  notes  I  have  belore  me, 
and  whose  story,  being  connected  and  particular, 
as  well  as  reliable,  I  shall  follow  in  this  mmtiTs 
as  nearly  as  may  be,  left  Oxford,  Mississippi, 
on  ^e  eighteenth  of  Deoembtf,  and  anived  at 
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Jackson  at  midnight  of  the  same  day.  Brig. -Gen. 
Jerry  C.  Sullivan,  a  young  Indianian,  was  in 
command  of  the  forces  at  Qiis  point  Jackson 
was  in  an  uproar,  consequent  upon  a  report  which 
had  gained  some  credence,  that  Qenoral  Forrest, 
with  at  the  least  calculation  from  twelve  to  fif- 
teen thousand  men  and  ten  or  twelve  pieces  of 
artillery,  had  crossed  the  Tennessee  and  was 
rapidly  making  his  way  to  Jackson  by  the  way 
of  Lenngton.  Of  course  the  Federal  force,  being 
but  about  five  thousand  strong,  could  not  be  ex- 
pected  to  successfully  meet  so  overwhelming  a 
force.  General  Sullivan  had  information  that 
seemed  to  corroborate  common  report,  and  fully 
expected  an  attack.  He  had  his  men  under 
arms,  early  and  late,  during  the  day  and  night, 
prepared  to  do  his  best  in  any  emergency.  On  the 
erening  of  the  eighteenth,  Brayman's  and  Fuller's 
brigades  came  up  and  reenforced  Sullivan. 

At  twelve  il  on  the  ensuing  day,  the  nine- 
teenth, the  enemy  were  reported  actually  but  two 
miles  from  Jackson.  Gen.  Sullivan  ordered  out 
the  Forty-third  Illinois,  GoL  Engleman,  to  go  to 
the  front  and  do  what  they  could  to  harass  the 
confederates.  The  command  was  obeyed.  En- 
gleman ambuscaded  his  r^ment  and  waited  For- 
rest*3  approach.  As  the  rebel  advance  came  in,  a 
volley  was  fired  upon  them ;  several  were  killed 
outiight,  some  wounded  and  three  taken  prison- 
ers. In  this  rencontre  our  loss  was  one  killed 
and  five  wounded.  At  two  p.m.  on  that  day  Col. 
Fuller,  with  his  brigade  of  about  five  thousand 
men,  arrived  at  Jackson,  from  Oidbrd,  forwarded 
by  order  of  General  Grant 

Undoubtedly  well  informed  as  to  the  Federal 
strength  at  Jackson,  and  as  correctly  posted  as 
to  the  arrival  of  reenforcements,  harassed  by 
Sngleman,  and  fearing  to  attack,  Forrest  com- 
meoced  throwing  shell  into  the  town,  hoping  to 
destroy  it  During  this  bombardment,  which 
apparently  caused  little  damage,  Generals  Sulli- 
van, Haynie,  and  Webster  held  a  consultation  at 
Sullivan's  headquarters.  They  were  well  satis- 
fied that  Forrest  would  not  deem  it  prudent  to 
ater  the  town,  and  should  he  desire  to  do  so, 
oould  ask  for  nothing  niore  to  their  wishes. 
Brayman's  brigade  was  ordered  out  then  as 
skinnishers.  The  roar  of  artillery  from  our  side 
800Q  had  the  effect  of  driving  the  enemy  away. 
At  four  P.M.  Bra3rman  began  to  overtake  their 
skirmishers  only  four  miles  from  the  town.  But 
they  continued  to  fall  back.  Brayman  followed 
ftbout  two  miles  further,  and  then  encamped. 
The  rest  of  Sullivan^  s  forces  remained  in  the  place 
within  intrenchments. 

£arly  in  the  mdrning  of  the  twentieth,  leaving 
one  thousand  one  huni&ed  men  to  guard  Jackson, 
Sttllivan,  with  the  remainder — about  seven  thou- 
sand— left,  having  three  batteries,  with  General 
1-  K.  Haynie,  in  pursuit  of  Forrest  Major 
Smith,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Illinois,  was  command- 
ant uf  the  town.  At  ten  a.m.  the  same  day, 
cannon  were  heard  toward  the  north-east,  in  tlie 
direction  of  Spring  Creek.  At  two  p.m.  the  same 
sound  seemed  to  come  from  the  direction  of  Hum- 
boldt   General  Sullivan,  not  knowing  whether 


this  came  from  Forrest  or  not,  but  opined  that 
some  body  was  in  trouble,  ordered  out  five  hun- 
dred men  to  reenforce  Trenton,  to  go  by  the 
way  of  Humboldt  It  was  not  until  four  p.m. 
that  reliable  news  arrived  of  the  destruction  of 
the  trestle-work  near  Trenton,  on  the  Mobile 
and  Ohio  Railroad.  Men  as  scouts  were  imme- 
diately sent  out  as  to  the  matter,  and  report 
They  confirmed  the  evil  tidings  upon  their  re- 
turn. Early  the  next  morning  two  contrabands 
came  into  camp  from  Murfireesboro,  and  reported 
that  the  rebels,  five  thousand  to  seven  thousand 
strong,  commenced  the  retreat  from  that  place 
the  same  day  that  Sullivan  left  Jackson,  and  on 
the  twentieth  were  ten  miles  out  They  gave 
the  capture  of  IngersoU  at  Lexington  correctly ; 
also  that  other  captures  had  been  made  in  the 
vicinity  of  men,  horses,  and  other  property.  At 
midnight  a  despatch  was  received  from  Trenton, 
while  in  camp,  that  Forrest  was  east  of  that 
place,  at  Spring  Creek,  and  advancing.  This 
report  came  from  Colonels  Fry  and  Hawkins. 
General  Sullivan  also  heard  that  day  that  Hum- 
boldt had  been  taken,  and  that  five  hundred 
troops,  sent  up  on  the  railroad,  had  had  the  road 
cut  up  on  each  side,  confining  them  to  their  po- 
sition or  necessitating  a  return  on  foot  Thirty 
rounds  were  fired  upon  this  train  by  the  rebels ; 
one  man  killed  and  four  wounded  upon  it  The 
fire  was  returned  from  the  cars,  and  thirty  rebels 
bit  the  dust  CoL  Ihre,  assuming  command  of 
the  five  hundred  men,  marched  tliem  out,  pur- 
sued the  rebels;  they  fled,  he  followed  and 
chased  them  to  Humboldt,  and  still  they  did 
not  pause  in  their  flight  Twelve  of  their  ske- 
daddling force  were  killed.  Our  loss  was  none 
killed  and  but  one  wounded. 

On  the  twenty-first,  not  finding  the  rebels, 
Gen.  Sullivan  returned  to  Jackson,  where  the 
fight  had  not  yet  subsided,  but  an  attack  was 
continually  anticipated.  The  report  had  reach- 
ed the  place  regarding  the  recapture  of  Holly 
Springs,  and  it  was  supposed  that  Van  Born  was 
then  moving  north  to  gobble  up  Jackson  and  the 
whole  country  from  thence  to  Columbus. 

Soon  after  Gen.  Sullivan  returned  to  Jackson, 
he  ordered  troops  to  report  to  Gen.  I.  N.  Haynie, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  north  and  ^*  repairing 
bridges,  pitching  into  the  rebels,  and  opening 
railroads."  At  sundown  .the  following  forces 
had  reported  to  the  General :  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  Illinois,  Col.  Latham,  two  hundred  and  ten 
men ;  Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  Colonel  Cummings,  six 
hundred  and  four  men ;  One  Hundred  and  Nine- 
teenth Illinois,  Major  Watson,  two  bundred  and 
five  men;  Iowa  Union  brigade,  Lieut  Colten, 
two  hundred  men. 

General  Haynie  was  afterward  reinforced  by 
ninety  of  the  Eleventh  Illinois  cavalry,  under 
Capt  Burbridge,  and  one  company  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Illinois  infkntry.  He  then,  transported 
his  troops  to  the  first  break  in  the  road,  and 
commenced  the  labor  of  making  repairs.  At 
night  the  camp  was  fired  upon.  In  the  morning 
scouts  were  sent  on  to  Humboldt,  which  was 
found  to  be  quietly  in  Federal  possession.     The 
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road  being  ready,  on  the  twentj-ftrst  General 
Haynie's  force  moved  on  and  entered  Humboldt, 
where,  making  repairs  and  performing  other  ne- 
cessary labor,  they  remained  until  the  twenty- 
sixth  Here  they  wore  joined  by  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-sixth  Illinois,  two  hundred  and 
fifty-seven  men,  and  Seventh  Tennessee,  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  men. 

The  repairs  being  ready,  and  General  Haynie 
having  been  further  reenforced  by  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twenty-second  Illinois,  Col.  Ranaker, 
about  six  hundr^  men,  and  leaving  Col.  Beards- 
ley  with  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-sixth  Illi- 
nois at  Humboldt,  he  moved  forward  to  Trenton, 
where  he  arrived  at  noon  on  the  twenty-sixth, 
and  reported  by  telegraph  to  General  Sullivan. 
There  had  been  no  opposition  to  Gen.  Haynie's 
march  to  Trenton ;  but  upon  sending  out  scouts 
for  the  purpose,  he  found  that  Forrest  had  chang- 
ed front  also,  and  had  a  portion  of  his  force  at 
liiddleburgh,  four  miles  from  the  road,  and  the 
remainder  at  Dresden,  about  twenty  miles  from 
the  road — ^in  fact,  that  the  rebel  pickets  were 
not  over  ten  miles  distant  from  his  own  outposts. 
The  rebel  force  he  could  not  learn,  but  had  an 
idea  that  combined  it  would  reach  about  five 
thousand.  Gen.  Haynie  had  at  that  time  two 
thousand  four  hundred  men,  all  told,  in  his  com- 
mand, and  was  extremely  desirous  of  advancing 
alone  upon  Forrest;  but  upon  making  known 
his  i^sh,  Gen.  Sullivan  considered  it  highly  dan- 

gerous  for  him  to  undertake  the  feat,  thinking 
e  might  be  cut  off  between  the  two  sections  of 
the  confederate  cavalry.  This  was  undoubtedly 
sound  advice,  and  it  is  well  it  was  followed. 
There  was  constant  telegraphic  communication 
at  this  time  between  Haynie  at  Trenton  and  Sul- 
livan, yet  at  Jackson ;  and  to  the  fact  that  there 
were  two  cool  heads,  two  enexigetic  and  courage- 
ous men,  backed  by  good  and  true  Western  sol- 
diery, may  the  success  so  brilliantly  achieved  at 
a  later  day  at  the  Cross-Roads,  be  mainly  attri- 
buted. On  the  twenty-seventh,  General  Sullivan 
started  out  as  reenforcements — troops  having 
been  furnished  for  the  purpose  from  Oxford — 
the  Twenty-seventh  Ohio,  Colonel  Fuller;  the 
Twen^-second  Ohio,  Colonel  Wood ;  the  Thirty- 
ninth  Ohio,  Colonel  Noyes ;  the  Sixty-third  Ohio, 
Colond  Spaulding ;  the  Fiftieth  Indiana,  Colonel 
Dunham ;  Kidd's  Fourteenth  Indiana,  and  a  Wis- 
consin battery.  Upon  their  arrival  in  Trenton, 
these  regiments  were  brigaded  as  follows : 

First  brigade — CoL  FtSler  of  the  Twenty-sev- 
enth Ohio  commanding;  Twenty-seventh  Ohio, 
Thirty-ninth  Ohio,  and  Sixty-thu-d  Ohio. 

Second  brigade— -CoL  Dunham  of  the  Fiftieth 
Indiana  commanding;  Fiftieth  Indiana,  Thirty- 
ninth  Iowa,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second 
Illinois,  and  Seventh  Tennessee. 

Gen.  Haynie  commanded  the  troops  enumer- 
ated as  accompanying  him  to  Trenton,  not  in- 
cluded in  the  above,  and  in  the  advance  occu- 
pied the  extreme  left 

To  the  infantry  in  the  Twenty-seventh  were 
added  the  batteries  and  the  cavalry,  all  of  which 
were  ordered  to  be  ready  for  sudden  inarching 


orders.  Colonel  Dunham's  brigade,  in  (^  did 
march  that  night,  immediately  upon  the  arrival 
of  General  SulUvan,  who  came  at  nine  o'clock  of 
that  night 

Gen.  Sullivan  and  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
marched  early  the  morning  of  the  twenty-eighth, 
and  encamped  that  night  at  Shady  Grovel  a  pleas- 
ant place  for  a  bivouac,  about  half  a  day^s  mard 
from  Huntington.  Capt  Burforidge  of  the  Eler- 
enth  Illinois  cavalry  force  was  ordered  forward 
at  an  early  hour  on  the  twenty-ninth— about  foor 
o'clock  A.JC. — to  occupy  Huntington,  and  hold  a 
bridge  over  a  small  stream  beyond  called  BeaT«r 
Creek,  and  if  possible,  prevent  the  enemy  from 
crossing  to  the  town.  This  was  promptly  per- 
formed by  the  corps.  They  reached  the  sime- 
ture  just  at  the  moment  that  Forrest's  advance 
pickets  did,  but  held  the  position  without  lo^ 
the  confederates  quickly  fidling  back  when  they 
found  themselves  forestalled.  The  infantrv  were 
not  long  in  following  the  horsemen  into  Huntin|r- 
ton.  Immediately  upon  his  arrival,  General  Sul- 
livan ordered  regiments  into  position  at  the  ends 
of  the  principal  streets  leading  into  the  pku%, 
and  sent  out  three  hundred  men  four  miles  to- 
wards Forrest's  advance  to  take  and  occupy  a 
second  bridge  on  the  Dresden  road.  Major  A^ 
kinson  of  the  Fiftieth  Indiana  regiment  had 
charge  of  this  dangerous  duty,  and  performed  it 
faithfully  and  with  celerity.  As  the  detadimeat 
of  Indiana  troops  approached  the  bridge,  they 
were  also  met  by  the  rebel  pickets  and  fired 
upon,  one  of  their  number  being  wounded,  but 
none  killed.  The  fire  was  quickly  returned  and 
two  of  the  rebels  were  killed,  one  wounded,  and 
the  remainder  fell  back  and  gave  up  the  position. 
In  this  manner  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth  was 
passed  at  Huntington. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  the  rebels* 
finding  that  they  were  cut  off  from  passing 
through  Huntington,  and  would  be  unable  to 
reach  their  desired  destination,  the  Tennessee, 
in  that  way,  moved  south  and  westerly,  intend- 
ing, doubtless,  to  readi  Lexington.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  of  that  day,  this  movement  hafing 
reached  Sullivan's  ears,  he  ordered  CoL  Dunham 
and  his  Second  brigade  to  strike  out  and  inter- 
cept them.  The  point  where  he  thought  they 
would  meet  them  was  at  Clarksburgh,  or  near 
there,  and,  as  was  shown  subsequently,  the  Gen- 
eral made  a  very  close  guess  on  the  subject,  as 
the  Cross-Roads  are  but  a  short  distance  sooth 
of  Clarksburgh.  It  was  late  evening  when  the 
Second  brigade  reached  Clarksburgh,  which  is 
about  nine  miles  from  Huntington. 

Leaving  the  Generals  Sullivan  and  Haynie  at 
Huntington,  let  us  follow  tha  march  of  Colonel 
Dunham's  devoted  force  in  the  advance  from 
Clarksburgh  south,  toward  Lexington,  it  being 
understood  that  Forrest's  force,  unknown  to  the 
Federals,  had  made  a  detour  to  the  westward, 
and  taken  a  wagon  road  running  in  a  conical 
line  from  a  point  on  the  Dresden  road,  at  Hico, 
arcoss  the  Trenton  road,  a  little  to  the  eastward 
of  McLemoresville,  and  reaching  ^e  Lexingtim 
road  a  few  miles  south  of  OlarlmviUe— Puter's 
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Cross -Roads — intending  thence  to  strtke  the 
road  through  Lexington  for  Cliflon,  their  pro- 
posed crossing -place  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
The  start  of  Colonel  Dunham's  force  from  Clarks- 
ville  was  made  early  on  the  morning  of  the  thirty- 
trfd.  The  Cross-Roads  were  reached  at  nine 
o'clock.  What  was  the  surprise  of  Colonel  Dun- 
bun  to  find  his  little  brigade  confronting^  drawn 
.  tip  in  a  field  of  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter  in 
length,  and  one  mile  in  width,  supported  in 
front  by  three  batteries,  on  elevated  points  or 
hillocks,  seemingly  made  expressly  for  the  pur- 
pose, and  rather  encircling  with  cavalry  and  dis- 
mounted horsemen  the  road  where  he  should 
pass,  over  seven  thousand  confederates,  all  under 
the  command  of  the  redoubtable  Forrest  in  per- 
son. There  was  no  time  to  run,  if  he  would — 
which  was  not  his  forte —  and  all  he  had  before 
him  was  to  fight  it  out  This  he  proceeded  cool- 
ly to  do. 

The  enemy  made  the  attack  with  their  batter- 
ies, which  were  in  position  to  rake  Dunham's 
brigade  completely,  situated  as  they  were  upon 
sh'ght  knolls  or  mounds.  Their  dismounted  cav- 
thy,  used  as  infantry,  were  posted  in  the  rear  of 
the  first  battery.  Behind  two  columns  of  these 
were  planted  two  batteries,  and  thei!k  to  the  left 
and  right  of  these,  still  further  to  the  south, 
were  ranged  the  main  force  of  the  confederates, 
consisting  of  mounted  riflemen. 

Dunham's  brigade  formed  immediately  in  solid 
colnnm,  in  about  a  straight  line  south  of  the  bat- 
teries, thinking  there  best  to  maintain  a  footing. 
It  was  a  good  stand-point,  but  overpowering 
numbers  soon  made  it  a  bad  one,  for,  toward  the 
close  of  the  fight,  the  rebels  had  managed  to 
flank  the  Federals  and  deploy  men  enough  to  the 
left  and  right  to  cut  them  off  completely  from  re- 
treat But  this  was  not  until  the  battle  had 
Iiu^ted  some  three  hours,  so  stubbornly  did  Dun- 
ham's men  contest  the  ground,  inch  by  inch,  all 
the  time  under  the  galling  fire  of  the  confederate 
cannon.  So  strongly  did  they  fight,  even  before 
they  brought  their  own  battery  to  position,  so 
accurate  was  their  aim  and  invincible  their  wills, 
that  for  a  time  it  was  not  certain  they  would  not 
^ve  the  entire  seven  thousand  before  them. 
But  this  could  not  last  The  enemy  was  fresh ; 
they  had  ammunition  in  plenty,  and  their  position 
that  of  their  own  choice.  The  reader  has  the 
scene  plainly  before  him:  the  small  force  of 
Union  troops,  under  the  old  flag,  standing  firm 
before  three  times  their  own  number;  Colonel 
Dunham  and  his  aids  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
waving  their  swords  and  urging  their  men  to  more 
chivalrous  deeds,  and  all  this  m  the  midst  of  fly- 
ing &hot«  rifle  bullets,  and  bursting  shell — ^the 
din  of  battle  rendering  the  voice  of  commanders 
useless,  almost,  and  drowning  all  vocal  efibrts 
beneath  the  deep  bass  of  the  roaring  cannon. 
The  smoke  of  burning  powder ;  the  dust  created 
by  ploughing  solid  shot  as  it  struck  the  earth, 
^veloping  men,  horses,  batteries;  all,  as  with 
the  panoply  of  an  impending  storm.  Through 
this  veil  you  see  the  flash  of  artillery,  blaze  from 
nosket  and  rifle,  and  the  shadowy  movements 


of  the  soldiers  and  their  ofilcers,  as  through  the 
gauze  and  red  lights  you  have  witnessed  in  the 
denouement  of  a  drama  on  the  mimic  stage.  You 
hear,  you  see,  you  conceive  that  something  aw- 
fully tragic,  something  terribly  sublime,  is  being 
enacted  before  your  eyes,  yet,  until  you  approach 
and  mingle  with  the  dead  and  wounded,  and  see 
the  red  life^urrent  at  your  feet,  hear  the  dying 
groans  of  your  countrymen,  and  feel  that  you  are 
powerless  to  aid — that  a  Power  higher  than  a 
human  power  can  only  succor  and  protect  in  that 
dread  hour — ^you  cannot  appreciate  the  feelings 
of  those  engaged  upon  the  battle-field. 

And  still,  without  hope,  almost,  without  am- 
munition for  his  battery — ^for  it  had  at  the  end  of 
three  hours  given  out  entirely  and  could  not  be 
replenished — Colonel  Dunham  and  his  gallant 
men  held  their  position.  The  hour  had  come. 
They  had  to  fall  back.  They  did  so,  and  each 
soldier  in  his  place,  slowly,  steadily,  as  though 
on  parade;  still  firing  volley  after  volley,  and 
closely  pressed  by  the  confederate  cavalry.  A 
sudden  movement  of  the  enemy  to  the  right,  and 
our  brigade  was  hemmed  in — surrounded.  But 
they  did  not  give  up.  Yet  there  was  a  cartridge 
in  the  box,  there  was  a  musket  in  hand,  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  were  above  their  heads.  Before  their 
eyes  were  the  rebels,  and  in  their  very  faces  the 
hated  stars  and  bars  were  fiuttering.  The  hearts 
of  oak  flinched  not  Still  they  fought  Seeing 
their  helpless  condition,  and  not  knowing  when — 
if  ever— the  Yankee  commander  would  consider 
himself  whipped,  Forrest  ordered  a  cessation  of 
the  conflict,  and  a  parley  ensued.  A  flag  of  truce 
came  to  Colonel  Dunham,  demanding  an  uncon- 
ditional surrender.  He  sent  back  word  he  ^'  never 
surrendered.  If  they  wanted  to  take  him  and 
his  force  they  had  got  to  fight  to  the  bitter  end." 
This  was  gaining  time.  It  was  high  noon.  The 
First  brigade  could  not  be  far  away.  This  answer 
had  been  returned  to  Forrest,  and  he  was  deliber- 
ating what  next  to  do,  when,  over  a  knoll,  just  in 
sight,  came  General  Sullivan  in  person,  closely 
followed  by  General  Haynie.  Behind  them  came 
the  artillery,  the  infantry,  all  on  the  double-quick, 
which,  for  more  than  thivee  miles,  the  entire  bri- 
gade, led  on  by  the  noise  of  the  conflict,  had  kept 
up  without  cessation. 

The  scene  at  this  moment  was  impressive  in  the 
extreme.  The  firing  had  almost  ceased.  The 
Federals  in  compact  and  orderly  array,  stood  firm, 
as  before  stated,  entirely  surrounded  by  rebels. 
The  First  brigade  coming  up  the  lane  leading  to 
Parker's  house,  headed  by  the  artillery  and  the 
commanding  officers.  General  Sullivan  about  a 
hundred  yards  in  advance  of  General  Haynie, 
turned  on  his  horse  and  shouted :  *^  Here  they 
are  1  Hurry  up  that  artillery  I "  The  order  was 
repeated  by  Haynie,  and  the  artillery  and  the  in- 
fantry did  hurry  up  with  a  vengeance.  It  was 
not  until  the  artiUery  reached  the  top  of  the 
knoll  in  the  lane,  which  was  crowded  with  con- 
federate soldiers,  had  unlimbered,  and  was  pre- 
paring to  open  upon  them,  the  infantry  had  de- 
ployed at  double-quick,  and  was  rushing  upon 
them  at  a  charge  bayonet,  that  the  confederate 
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leaders  seemed  to  appreciate  the  fact  they  were 
attacked.  In  reality,  so  sudden  was  the  onslaught, 
that  even  Colonel  Dunham^s  men  forgot  to  fire 
upon  the  enemy,  and  stood  apparently  transfixed, 
until  the  Second  brigade  had  actually  scattered 
the  intervening  foe,  and  captured  cannon  after 
cannon  of  their  batteries,  the  rebels  succeeding 
in  escaping  with  but  three  out  of  nine,  one  hav- 
ing exploded  in  their  hands.  The  rebels  in  the 
lane  were  dismounted.  They  scattered  like  a 
flock  of  sheep,  but  were  nearly  all  captured. 
Those  further  on,  and  upon  horseback,  did  not 
pause  to  see  the  result,  but  ran  for  cover  of  the 
adjacent  forest  as  fast  as  their  horses  could  carry 
them.  Forrest  himself  was  one  of  the  first  to  fol- 
low this  example.  His  Adjutant-General  Strai^ 
was  not  so  fortunate,  and  became  a  prisoner.  So 
quickly  was  the  fight  ended  by  their  appearance 
upon  Uie  scene,  that  there  was  hardly  any  thing 
done  on  either  side  afterward — except  running. 
The  newly  arrived  battery  had  not  a  chance  to 
fire  a  single  gun.  The  rebel  artillerymen  fied 
with  the  rest,  and  could  not  be  driven  to  their 
position  by  the  most  frantic  exertions  of  their 
officers. 

The  battle  was  won.  There  were  then  three 
cheers  and  a  tiger  by  the  First  and  Second  bri- 
gades, and  after  that  followed  congratulations  and 
words  of  thankfulness  such  as  men  in  peril  sud- 
denly saved  can  only  speak. 

The  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  of 
the  Union  troops  did  not  exceed  one  hundred. 
Among  the  wounded  was  Colonel  Ranaker,  who 
was  struck  in  the  leg  with  a  bullet  His  wound 
is  serious,  but  not  considered  dai^erous.  The 
principal  loss  chanced  to  fall  upon  members  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-second  Illinois 
regiment  Lieut -Colonel  Redfield  was  wounded 
in  the  shoulder  severely.  Captain  Brown  of  the 
Thirty-ninth  Iowa,  in  the  chest,  supposed  mor- 
tally. There  were  no  field  or  commissioned  offi- 
cers on  our  part  killed.  Lieutenant  Scott  of  the 
Eleventh  Illinois  cavalry,  connected  with  General 
Sullivan^  s  staf^  but  acting  on  this  occasion  as  an 
aid  to  Colonel  Dunham,  was  taken  prisoner.  A 
few  of  our  privates  were  also  captured,  but  their 
names  have  not  as  yet  been  reported. 

On  the  part  of  tiie  rebels,  the  actual  loss  in 
killed,  wounded  and  taken  prisoners,  as  reported 
by  Forrest  himself  to  a  Federal  officer  he  cap- 
tured, but  subsequently  released,  was  fully  one 
thousand.  Among  the  killed  were  Colonel  Nap- 
pier,  a  Lieutenant-Colonel  and  a  M^jor,  names  not 
learned.  Among  the  prisoners  were  Forrest's 
Adjutant-General  Strange,  Colonel  McKee,  an 
aid  of  Forrest's,  Colonel  Cox  of  the  Tennessee 
militia.  Major  Lee,  and  fifteen  other  line  and 
commissioned  officers.  We  also  captured  four 
hundred  men,  six  guns,  all  their  caissons,  lim- 
bers and  contents,  four  hundred  or  five  hun- 
dred horses,  saddles,  accoutrements,  eta,  a  large 
amount  of  small  arms,  wagons,  ambulances, 
mules,  camp  equipage,  tents,  etc.,  etc.,  all  of 
which  were  forwarded  to  Lexington  on  the  ensu- 
ing day — the  initial  day  of  the  new  year. 

Upon  returning  to  Lexington  on  the  first  of 


JanuaifT,  General  Sullivan  met  Colonel  Lawler 
with  a  fresh  brigade,  which  force  he  added  to 
Fuller's  brigade,  and  despatched  in  pursuit  of  the 
flying  enemy.  Colonel  Lawler  in  command.  It 
was  thought  that  the  enemy  might  be  OYertakcn 
at  Clifton,  provided  gunboats  reported  to  be  there 
had  stopped  them,  and  not  permitted  them  to 
cross  the  river.  There  is  as  yet  no  report  from 
this  expedition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Forrest 
may  not  be  allowed  to  quit  the  country  in  con- 
dition to  organize  another  raid  like  that  of  which 
I  have  att^pted  to  give  the  history  above. 

T.  tt  W. 

CHATTANOOGA   ** REBEL**   AOOOUKT. 

Subjoined  from  the  Chattanooga  lUhel  of  the 
thirtieth,  is  the  first  Southern  account  of  the 
fight  at  Parker's  Cross -Roads,  between  Genenils 
Forrest  and  Sullivan. 

Mr.  John  P.  Lee  and  Mr.  Wm.  Leady,  of  this 
place,  returned  to-day  (Wednesday)  from  Clifton, 
Wayne  County,  Tennessee,  where  they  met  Gen. 
Forrest's  forces  returning  from  Parker's  Crofis- 
Roads,  West-Tennessee,  where  they  had  a  des- 
perate fight  with  an  overwhelming  force  of  the 
abolitionists.  These  gentlemen  were  with  CoL 
Russell's  command  twenty-four  hours,  and  had  a 
fine  opportunity  of  learning  the  £acts,  and  report 
them  as  follows : 

On  the  thirty-first  of  December,  Gen.  Forrest 
was. returning  from  his  successful  expedition  for 
cutting  Grant's  and  Sherman's  communications 
with  the  North,  and  destroying  their  supplie^  — 
having  destroyed  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad 
bridges  and  trestles  from  Jackson  to  Union  City, 
tearing  up  the  road  and  burning  the  croastiu$ 
and  iron,  and  doing  the  same  for  the  Memphis 
and  Ohio  Railroad  —  capturing  and  paroling  two 
thousand  prisoners,  taking  four  cannon,  and  a 
large  number  of  small  arms. 

At  Parker's  Cross-Roads,  about  thirty  miles 
north-west  of  Lexington,  he  encountered  a  hip 
body  of  the  enemy,  scv^i  full  regiments,  s>up- 
posed  to  be  hve  thousand,  and  they  raised  the 
white  flag  in  token  of  surrender.  He  approach- 
ed to  receive  their  arms,  when  another  heavy 
column  of  ten  regiments  came  on  his  flank  and 
rear,  and  began  to  fire  on  his  men,  and  tlie  p*>r* 
tion  who  had  raised  the  white  flag  treacherously 
joined  in  the  firing.  The  gallant  Forrest  and  his 
brave  men  returned  the  fire  vigorously.  Thej 
had  only  ten  rounds  of  ammunition,  fired  six 
rounds,  and  then  fought  their  way  out,  with  % 
loss  of  five  hundred  in  killed,  wounded  and  mu«s< 
ing.  The  killed  are  estimated  at  about  fifty,  the 
wounded  at  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hun- 
dred. The  rest  are  prisoners.  The  wounded 
also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

It  is  said  that,  in  fighting  their  way  out,  our 
brave  troops  massed  themselves  in  a  solid  column 
and  chareed  the  enemy's  column  that  had  come 
upon  their  rear.  The  cool  and  intrepid  Forrest 
remained  in  the  rear  to  select  his  scattered  men 
and  bring  them  out,  and  the  enemy  dosed  up 
their  column,  after  the  most  of  Forrest*^  mcu 
had  passed  through,  and  came  very  near  catch- 
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ing  him.  He  escaped  by  riding  at  fall  speed 
along  a  nyine  and  leaping  his  horse  over  a  ten- 
nil  fence.  One  who  witnessed  his  escape,  said 
the  Ust  he  saw  of  Forrest,  he  was  flying  over 
the  fence  lying  flat  on  his  horse,  and  hundreds 
of  bullets  were  flying  after  him.  One  bullet 
passed  through  his  hat  Strange  to  say,  not  one 
nun  was  lost  in  fighting  their  way  out 

Forrest  went  over  with  about  three  thousand 
fire  hundred  men,  and  came  back  with  about 
three  thousand.  Besides  losing  five  hundred 
men,  one  of  his  mountain  howitzers  burst  in  the 
list  fight,  and  the  enemy  captured  three,  leaving 
hun  six  cannon  —  his  original  number.  He 
crossed  the  Tennessee  River  at  and  near  Clifton, 
Tennessee,  a  little  north-east  of  Lexington,  on 
Thursday  night  and  Friday  morning,  and  camped 
at  Clinton  until  Sunday  morning.  The  enemy 
cune,  eight  thousand  strong,  Saturday  afternoon, 
and  formed  a  line  of  battle,  and  some  fighting 
took  place  across  the  river,  which  was  three  hun- 
dred yards  wide.  Forrest  brought  his  artillery 
to  bear  on  the  abolitionists,  and  they  retired,  it 
is  positively  asserted  that  Forrest,  with  his  pis- 
tol, killed  one  abolitionist  across  the  river.  The 
command  rode  ninety  miles  without  getting  out 
of  their  saddles,  and  with  little  or  nothing  to 
eat  They  have  returned  to  Mount  Pleasant, 
Tennessee. 

Hr.  Leady  furnishes  us  with  the  following  list 
of  casualties : 

Killed Burgess,  Dr.  Cowan,  T.  T.  Lips- 

^K  Logan  Reedy,  Captain  Ed.  Wallace,  Mike 
TOte. 

Wounded— Captain  R.  Whitman,  right  hand 
»nd  side;  B.  Nichols,  right  side;  W.  B.  Ford, 
feft  Bide;  Mixon,  left  side;  Terry,  right  thigh; 
Jforris,  left  shoulder ;  Peter  Binford,  right  leg ; 
Brazelton  Skidmore,  James  W.  Franks,  D.  Mor- 
K  Lieut  Arthur  H.  Beard,  Cheshire  Thom- 
'>^.  Wm.  Bassett,  Joe  Wall. 
.  We  are  promised  an  official  report  of  otu*  loss 
^  «  day  or  two.  The  abolition  loss  is  reported 
oeaTy,  but  the  number  not  known. 

— MempMs  Argtu,  Juuaaxj  SL 
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ATTACK   ON    GALVESTON,    TEXAS. 

The  following  is  the  official  report  of  the  court 
of  inquiry  ordered  by  Adnural  Farragut,  to  in- 
Testigatc  the  Galveston  disaster : 

UviTKD  Srins  Btbam  Sloop  HARTroHo,      I 
Ay  ASCHOB  orr  Niw-Ousars,  Jan.  12,  IQS^  f 

Sffi :  In  conformity  with  your  instructions,  we 
P^<^<»ed  to  state  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  cap- 
^«  of  Galveston,  Texas,  on  the  first  of  January, 
Jw3,  as  elicited  by  the  testimony  before  the 
cooit  of  inquiry. 

The  nava!  force  in  possession  consisted  of  the 
"  ^cld,  Clifton,  Harriet  Lane,  Owasco,  Sachem, 
Jftd  Corypbeus.  The  two  latter  had  joined  only 
wo  diys  previous  to  the  attack,  having  come  up 
™i  below,  the  Sadiem  (steamer)  in  a  broken- 
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down  condition,  and  the  Corypbeus  as  her  escort 
The  positions  of  the  vessels  were  as  shown  by  the 
accompanying  chart  The  United  States  troops  on 
shore  consisted  of  two  hundred  and  sixty  rank 
and  file,  commanded  by  Colonel  Burrill,  of  the 
Forty-second  Massachusetts  volunteers,  occupy- 
ing, by  advice  of  the  commanding  naval  officer,  a 
wharf  in  the  town. 

It  seems  that  the  night  previous  to  the  attack, 
information  had  been  received  by  the  command- 
ing officers  of  both  land  and  naval  forces  that 
such  an  attempt  might  be  made. 

At  half-past  one  a.k.,  on  the  first  of  January, 
it  being  bright  moonlight,  some  two  or  three 
rebel  steamers  were  discovered  in  the  bay  above 
by  the  Clifton.  The  Westfield,  from  the  other 
channel,  likewisc^made  the  same  discovery..  The 
naval  forces,  therefore,  were  not  taken  by  sur- 
prise. 

Very  soon  after,  our  troops  on  shore  learned 
through  their  pickets,  that  the  artillery  of  the 
enemy  was  in  possession  of  the  market-place, 
about  one  quarter  of  a  mile  distant 

The  attack  commenced  on  shore  about  three 
A.M.,  by -the  enemy  upon  our  troops,  which  were 
defended  by  the  Sachem  and  Corypbeus  with 
great  energy;  our  troops  only  repljring  with 
musketry,  having  no  artillery.  About  dawn  the 
Harriet  Lane  was  attacked,  or  rather  attacked 
two  rebel  steamers,  one  of  which,  the  Bayou 
City,  was  armed  with  a  sixty-eight  pounder  rifled 
gun,  had  two  hundred  troops,  and  was  barricad- 
ed with  cotton  bales  some  twenty  feet  from  the 
water-line.  The  other,  the  Neptune,  was  simi- 
larly barricaded,  and  was  armed  with  two  small 
brass  field-pieces,  and  one  hundred  and  sixty 
men,  (both  were  common  river  steamers.)  The 
Harriet  Lane  was  under  way  in  time,  and  went 
up  to  the  attack  firing  her  bow  gun,  which  was 
answered  by  the  rebels,  but  their  sixty-eight 
pouAder  burst  at  the  third  fire. 

The  Harriet  Lane  ran  into  the  Bayou  City, 
carrying  away  her  wheel-guard,  which  did  her 
little  or  no  damage.  The  other  rebel  steamer 
then  ran  into  the  Harriet  Lane,  but  was  so  dis- 
abled by  the  collision  that  she  was  soon  after- 
ward obliged  to  back  in  the  flats,  where  she  sank 
in  about  eight  feet  of  water,  near  to  the  scene  of 
action.  The  Bayou  City  turned  and  ran  into  the 
Harriet  Lane,  and  she  remained  secured  to  her 
by  catching  under  her  guard,  pouring  in  incessant 
volleys  of  musketry,  as  did  also  the  other  steam- 
er, which  was  returned  by  the  Harriet  Lane, 
with  musketry.  This  drove  the  Harriet  Lane's 
men  from  her  guns,  and  probably  wounded  Com- 
mander Wainwright  and  Lieutenant  Commander 
Lee,  the  latter  mortally.  She  was  then  carried 
by  boarding,  by  the  Bayou  City,  her  commander 
summoned  to  surrender,  which  he  reftised,  gal- 
lantly defending  himself  with  his  revolver  until 
killed. 

But  five  of  the  Harriet  Lane*s  men  were  killed 
and  five  wounded — one  hundred  and  ten,  exclu- 
sive of  officers  and  wounded,  were  landed  on 
shore,  prisoners.  Her  Commander  and  First  Lieu- 
tenant   were   buried  on  the  following    day  on 
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shore,  in  the  cemetery,  with  the  honors  of  war, 
and  her  other  oflBcers  paroled.  The  Owasco, 
which  had  heen  anchored  helow  the  town,  coal- 
ing, the  night  hefore,  got  under  way,  moved  up 
at  the  commencement  of  the  attack,  and  engaged 
the  enemy's  artillery  on  shore.  When  it  was 
light  enough  for  her  to  observe  that  there  were 
two  rebel  steamers  alongside  the  Harriet  Lane, 
she  moved  up  to  her  assistance,  grounding  several 
times  in  so  doing,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the 
channel  She  could  only  occasionally  bring  her 
eleven-inch  gun  to  bear.  She  was  soon  driven 
back  by  the  incessant  fire  of  the  enemy's  mus- 
ketry, and  when  the  howitzers  of  the  Harriet 
Lane  opened  on  her,  she  concluded  she  had  been 
captured,  and  backed  down  below  the  Sachem  and 
Oorypheus,  continuing  her  engagement  with  the 
enemy  on  shore.  She  had  all  her  rifle-gun  crew 
wounded  when  above,  and  lost  in  all  one  man 
killed  and  fifteen  wounded. 

The  Clifton  before  the  action  commenced,  went 
around  into  Bolivar  Channel,  to  render  assistance 
to  the  Westfleld,  which  had  got  under  way  when 
the  rebel  steamers  were  first  discovered,  soon 
afterward  got  hard  and  fast  ashore,  at  high-water, 
and  then  made  a  signal  for  assistance.  While 
the  Clifton  was  in  the  act  of  rendering  this  as- 
sistance, the  flashes  of  the  enemy's  guns  were 
first,  seen  in  the  town.  Commander  Renshaw 
then  directed  Lieut  Com.  Law  to  leave  him  and 
to  return  to  the  town. 

The  moon  had  now  gone  down,  and  it  became 
quite  dark,  yet  the  Clifton,  with  some  difficulty 
got  around  into  the  other  channel,  opening  the 
batteries  upon  Fort  Point,  which  the  rebels  now 
had  possession  of,  shelling  them  out  and  driving 
them  up  the  beach  as  she  neared  the  town.  Here 
she  anchored  and  continued  the  engagement,  but 
did  not  proceed  up  to  the  rescue  of  the  Harriet 
Lane,  owing  to  the  failure  of  the  Owasco,  the  in- 
tricacy of  the  channel,  and  the  apprehension  of 
killing  the  crew  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  who  were 
then  exposed  by  the  rebels  on  her  upper  deck. 

It  was  now  about  half-past  seven  a.m.  A 
white  flag  was  hoisted  on  the  Harriet  Lane.  A 
boat  bearing  a  flag  of  truce,  with  a  rebel  officer 
and  an  Acting  Master  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  came 
down  to  the  Clifton,  informing  her  Commander 
of  the  capture  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  the  death  of 
her  Commander  and  First  Lieutenant,  and  the 
killing  and  wounding  of  two  thirds  of  her  crew, 
all  of  which  was  corroborated  by  the  Acting 
Master. 

Major  Smith,  their  Commander,  now  proposed 
that  our  vessels  should  all  surrender,  and  that 
one  should  be  allowed,  with  the  ci'ews  of  all,  to 
leave  the  harbor ;  otherwise  they  would  proceed 
down  with  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  all  their  steam- 
ers, (three  more  of  which  hkd  appeared  in  sight 
after  daylight,  but  were  neither  armed  or  barri- 
caded,) and  proceed  to  capture  the  gunboats  in 
line. 

Lieut  Commander  Law  replied  that  he  was 
not  the  commanding  officer,  and  that  he  could 
not  imagine  that  such  terms  could  be  accepted ; 
but  that  he  would  take  the  Acting  Master  of  the  i 


Harriet  Lane,  and  proceed  over  to  the  Westfield, 
and  tender  his  proposal  to  Commander  Renshaw. 
This  he  did,  and  went  in  his  own  boat  Flags 
of  truce  were  at  this  time  flying  on  our  Tessels, 
and  by  the  parties  on  shore.  During  the  absence 
of  Lieut  Commander  Law,  and  under  these  flags 
of  truce,  the  rebels  coolly  made  prisoners  of  our 
troops  on  shore,  got  more  of  their  artiUery  into 
position,  and  towed  the  Harriet  Lane  alongside 
the  wharf,  though  it  had  been  understood  that 
every  thing  should  remain  in  statu  quo  until  an 
answer  should  have  been  received.  Commander 
Renshaw  refused  to  accede  to  the  proposition, 
directed  Lieut  Commander  Law  to  return,  and 
get  all  the  vessels  out  of  port  as  soon  as  possible, 
and  as  he  found  he  could  not  get  the  Westfleld 
afloat,  he  should  blow  her  up  and  go  on  board 
the  army  transports  Saxon  and  M.  A.  Boardman, 
which  were  lying  near  him,  with  bis  officers  and 
crew. 

Upon  Lieut  Commander  Law's  return  to  his 
vessel,  he  proceeded  to  carry  out  these  direction. 
The  flags  of  truce  were  hauled  down,  the  enemy 
firing  upon  the  vessels  as  we  then  left  the  har- 
bor. 

When  the  Clifton  was  half-way  toward  the  bar, 
her  commander  was  informed,  by  a  boat  from  the 
Westfield,  that  in  the  explosion  of  that  Tesj^l, 
which  they  observed  some  half-hour  before.  Com- 
mander Renshaw,  Lieut  Zimmerman,  Eogioeer 
Green,  and  some  ten  or  fifteen  of  the  crew,  .had 
perished,  the  explosion  being  premature.  Lieut 
Commander  Law,  now  being  commanding  officer, 
proceeded  to  cross  his  vessel  over  the  bar,  and 
finally  concluded  to  abandon  the  blockade  alto- 
gether, considering  the  Owasco  as  his  only  effi- 
cient vessel,  and  regarding  her  as  not  equal  to 
resist  an  attack  from  the  Harriet  Lane,  should 
she  come  out  for  that  purpose. 

By  eight  p.m.  they  had  all  left  the  blockade, 
although  the  commander  of  the  Clifton  had  K^3 
notified  by  an  officer  on  board  the  M.  A.  Board 
man,  that  another  transport  would  be  down  with- 
in forty-eight  hours,  and  requested  that  he  would 
warn  her  off. 

The  vessels,  which  were  left  in  possession  of 
the  inemy,  were  the  Harriet  Lane,  and  two  coal 
barks,  the  Cavallo  and  Elias  Pike.  The  only  in- 
jury sustained  by  the  Harriet  Lane,  appears  to 
nave  been  from  an  eleven-inch  shell  under  her 
counter,  fired  by  the  Owasco,  and  the  damage  to 
her  guard  from  the  collision. 

Very  rcjspectfully, 

James  S.  Palxeb, 

Melancton  Smttii, 

Oaptain. 
L.   A.    KnCBERLY, 

Lleot  CoimnmtMiag. 

Rear-Admiral  D.  G.  Farraout, 

Oommanding  Western  Gulf  nockadlni^  SqQt^trOL 

NEW-YORK    "TMBDNB"   AOCOUKT. 

Ncw-OautAMS,  JanojuT  4,  ISA 

Yesterday,  at  sunset,  a  startling  rumor  reach- 
ed this  city.  It  was  said  that  the  rebels  at  Gal- 
veston, Texas,  had  made  an  unexpected  attack. 
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in  OTerpowering  numbers,  upon  the  handful  of 
United  States  soldiers,  who,  supported  by  a  few 
war-vessels,  have  held  the  place  in  nominal  sub- 
jection. That  the  former  had  been  killed  or  taken 
pnVoners,  the  Harriet  Lane  captured,  and,  worst 
of  all,  the  Westfield,  the  flag-ship  of  the  flotilla, 
blown  to  pieces,  involving  the  destruction  of  Com- 
modore Renshaw,  its  commander,  and  a  number 
of  officers  and  men,  just  as  he  was  abandoning 


what  sanguinary  shape  the  contingency  appear- 
ed, will  presently  be  narrated. 

There  were  in  Galveston,  up  to  within  a  week 
of  the  attack,  absolutely  no  troops,  the  place  be- 
ing held  merely  by  the  naval  arm.  Two  regi- 
ments had  been  ordered  thither,  the  Forty-sec- 
ond Massachusetts,  Col.  Burrill,  the  Twenty-third 

Connecticut,  Colonel ,  with  one  battery,  the 

Second  Vermont,  under  command  of  Capt*  IIol- 


his  vessel.  Inquiry  traced  the  rumor  to  a  tele- 1  comb ;  also  a  fraction  of  the  First  Texas  cavalry, 
graphic  despatch  received  by  General  Banks  from  the  expected  nucleus  of  a  regiment  Of  these 
down  the  river.  For  an  hour  or  two  its  purport  troops,  only  the  Forty-second  Massachusetts  em- 
was  questioned,  contested,  disbelieved — presently ,  barked  for  Texas,  on  or  before  the  twenty-fiflh  of 
admitted,  but  indefinitely.  This  morning  brings  December,  the  Twenty-third  Connecticut  remain- 
oonfinnation,  in  all  its  appalling  particulars.  ing  at  Ship  Island,  where  it  still  is.     The  first- 

I  derive  the  following  narrative  (which  I  shall :  mentioned  regiment  went  in  three  transports^  un- 
endeavor  to  render  as  clear  and  coherent  as  is ,  der  the  respective  charges  of  its  Colonel,  Lieuten- 
pa««ible)  from  Major  W.  L.  Burt,  of  Gen.  Ham-  [  ant-Colonel,  and  Major.  The  vessels  being  slow, 
ilton*s  staff,  who  has  this  morning  returned  from  only  three  companies  of  this  regiment,  under  Col. 
the  scene  of  the  recent  tragedy.  He  was  de- 1  Burrill,  had  arrived,  landing  on  a  wharf  near  the 
spatched  thither  as  the  General's  representative  upper  part  of  Galveston,  ^  There  they  took  pos- 
in  his  future  capacity  of  Military  Governor  of  Tex- ,  session  of  one  of  the  churches  as  a  look-out,  and 
^]  his  duties  comprising  the  assisting  of  Union  waited  the  arrival  of  their  comrades.  They  were, 
men,  and  the  raising  of  recruits  for  the  wresting  in  all,  about  three  hundred  men ;  not  enough  to 
of  the  State  from  the  bloody  misrule  of  treason '  establish  pickets.  They  relied  entirely  on  the 
now  rampant  there.  With  him  went  also  Capt  |  vicinity  of  the  gunboats  for  their  safety  and  pro- 
S.  W.  Cozzens,  of  Texas,  to  be  assigned  to  a  com- 1  tection.  The  Saxon,  which  had  brought  them, 
mand.  Both  gentlemen  left  this  port  in  the  Mary  still  lay  in  the  harbor,  outside  the  bar,  in  shoal- 
A.  Boardman,  on  the  night  of  Monday,  December  water,  with  Commodore  Rensaw's  flag-ship  West- 
twenty-ninth,  just  six  days  ago.  Before  I  relate  field,  the  gunboats  Clifton  and  Owasco,  in  addi- 
Major  Burt's  experience,  it  is  advisable  to  men- 1  tion  to  the  Harriet  Lane,  keeping  watch  and  ward 
tion  a  few  preliminary  details  necessary  to  the  over  the  silent  city.  Such  was  the  condition  of 
understanding  of  his  story.  Galveston  up  to  the  thirtieth  of  December.    I  ap- 

At  Galveston  the  position  of  affairs  was  as  fol- ;  pend  a  brief  list  of  the  armament  of  the  vessels, 
lows:  The  town,  attacked  and  taken  by  Commo- 1  in  order  to  complete  this  part  of  the  subject 
dore  Renshaw  on  October  tenth,  1862,  the  rebels  |    Flag-ship  Westfield,  Commodore  Renshaw — two 
fljing  upon  the  appearance  of  the  gunboats,  had  I  nine-inch  guns,  four  sixty-eight  pounders,  two 
remained,  in  a  (somparatively  deserted  condition,  j  rifled  ^uns. 

under  their  control.  It  was  held  merely  as  a  |  The  Harriet  Lane,  Captain  Wainwright — three 
landing-place  for  future  operations,  and  occupied  nine-inch  guns,  one  thirty-pound  rifled  gun,  four 
principally  by  Union  refugees,   fugitives  from  ^  twenty-pounders. 

tlie  terrorism  of  the  interior.     We  had  barely  the  |      The  Clifton,  Captain  Law — two  nine-inch  guns, 
city  and  island   upon  which  it  stands,  a  mere ,  four  thirty-two  pounders,  one  pivot  rifled  gun. 
Rand-bank,  thirty  miles  long,  not  over  two  in  |      The  Owasco,  Captain  Wilson — one  eleven-inch 
'fidth,  and  connecting  with  the  interior  by  a '  gun,  one  thirty-pound  rifled  gun,  four  twenty-four- 
l>ndge  of  two  miles  in  extent,  built  upon  cedar  pound  howitzers. 

piles.  Over  this  bridge  the  Galveston  and  Hous- 1  The  Mary  A.  Boardman,  the  Honduras,  and  the 
^  Railroad  crosses  West  Bay  and  enters  the  Cumbria  were  excepted.  The  first  (a  propeller, 
fonner  city.  LTnfortunately  no  attempt  had  been  ^  built  for  Chinese  waters)  was  laden  with  stores 
uiade  to  destroy  this  structure,  in  consideration  and  forage ;  the  second  carried  the  Vermont  bat- 
of  its  past  and  possibly  future  usefulness,  a  mark  tery  before  spoken  of;  and  the  Cumbria  (captured 
of  consideration  which  the  rebels  have  improved  off  Charleston)  contained  a  number  of  Texas  re- 
to  bloody  advantage.  They  had  exclusive  pos-  fugees,  Embryo  United  States  cavalrymen,  with 
session  of  it,  coming  and  going  at  pleasure,  con-  one  thousand  stand  of  arms  for  the  use  of  their 
trolling  it  by  means  of  three  batteries  at  Virginia  loyal  countrymen.  These  vessels  were  to  have  left 
Point-— the  north,  or  mainland  end — and  by  an-  •  New-Orleans  on  or  about  December  twenty-sev- 
otlier,  on  the  island  end,  at  a  spot  called  Eagle  enth.  None  of  them,  however,  got  off  until  two 
^▼e.  A  sort  of  tacit  compromise  seems  to  have  days  later,  when,  as  already  related,  tlio  Mary  A. 
e^i^'ted,  by  which  the  enemy  agreed  neither  to  Boardman  steamed  southward  for  Galveston,  and 
ns?e  the  bridge  for  belligerent  purposes,  nor  to  mo-  with  her  the  Honduras,  leaving  the  slower  Cum- 
le?t  tlie  Harriet  Lane,  on  duty  guarding  it,  while  bria  to  bring  up  the  rear,  full  forty-eight  hours 
8he  refrained  from  shell  practice  on  the  batteries,  |  subsequent  The  Mary  A.  Boardman  parted  with 
until  an  active  necessity  arose  for  doing  so,  con-  her  companion  at  the  Delta  of  the  Mississippi,  on 
tenting  herself  with  mutely  menacing  them,  and  the  bar  of  the  South- West  Pass,  and  hencefor- 
conimanding  both  tiie  bridge  and  the  four  miles  ward  held  on  her  way  alone.  At  four  o'clock  on 
spMe  intervening  between  it  and  the  city.     In  I  the  afternoon  of  December  thirty-first  she  arrived 
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off  (ralveston.  Here  an  ominous  sight  awaited 
her  in  the  ruined  lighthouse  on  Bolivar  Point — 
a  long  sandy  reach  stretching  toward  the  town 
from  the  east  The  upper  portion  of  the  tower, 
of  whitewashed  brick,  had  been  destroyed,  the 
light  extinguished,  the  house  below  burned,  as 
afterward  appeared,  on  the  night  of  Sunday,  the 
twenty-eighth,  by  the  rebels,  in  anticipation  of 
the  arrival  of  Union  troops.  The  signal  of  the 
Mary  A.  Boardman  being  answered  by  the  flag- 
ship Westfleld,  that  vessel  came  out  to  meet  her, 
and  Com.  Renshaw  sent  an  officer  and  pilot  on 
board,  when  the  Mary's  crew  learned  for  the  first 
time  that  Magruder  was  in  command  at  Virginia 
Point,  with  heavy  reinforcements,  threatening  ac- 
tive hostilities. 

The  Mary  A.  Boardman  crossed  the  first  bar  of 
the  harbor  in  company  with  the  Westfield,  just 
at  sunset,  the  day  dying  magnificently,  the  de- 
clining sun  lighting  up  the  windows  of  the  city 
^ith  dazzling  lustre.  Passing  the  inner  bar,  she 
came  to  anchor  up  Bolitar's  Channel,  on  the  east- 
em  side  of  Pelican  Island,  in  the  still  water  be- 
low the  town,  the  flag-ship  doing  the  like,  within 
hailing  distance,  only  a  little  nearer  to  Bolivar's 
Point  Seaward,  further  down,  lay  the  Saxon. 
A  fine,  calm,  moonlight  night  succeeded  the  day ; 
it  was  a  little  hazy,  but  without  fog,  and  very 
quiet ;  one  could  see  objects  distinctly,  hear  the 
dash  of  the  waves  on  the  beach,  and  their  ripple 
on  the  bay.  And  so  the  last  night  of  the  year 
settled  down  on  Galveston. 

Up  to  half-past  two  o'clock  A.]f.,  every  thing  re- 
mained tranquil,  but  just  then,  when  the  moon 
was  disappearing  in  the  western  haze,  and  the 
specks  of  light  on  the  vessels  burned  all  the 
brighter  for  the  gathering  darkness,  the  Harriet 
Lane  signalled  suddenly,  announcing  danger. 
From  her  post  at  the  inner  extremity  of  the  town 
she  had  discerned  an  uprising  within  it — an  at- 
tack upon  our  three  hundred  Massachusetts  sol- 
diers. Almost  simultaneously,  four  rebel  gun- 
boats were  discovered,  either  by  the  Clifton  or 
Westfield,  coming  flown  the  bay.  Immediately 
the  signalled  vessels  answered,  and  the  Westfield, 
hauling  up  her  anchor,  got  under  way,  intending 
to  cross  the  Pelican  Spit  and  run  up  to  the  wharves, 
abreast  the  town. 

The  fiag-ship  aground  1  A  fatal  mischance  I 
Drifted  by  the  current  directly  on  to  the  island, 
in  shoal-water,  at  full  tide,  there  she  struck  on 
her  bows  and  there  remained.  A  thousand-ton 
boat,  one  of  the  best  of  our  blockading  fleet,  with 
a  rudder  at  each  end,  double  boilers,  and  seventy 
feet  breadth  of  beam,  she  lay  in  the  sand  im- 
movable. 

And  first  she  signalled  to  the  Clifton  (another 
vessel  of  the  same  sort,  and,  like  the  Westfield, 
well  known  to  Staten  Islanders  and  holiday  New- 
Torkers)  to  come  alongside  and  tug  her  ofi^  and 
the  Clifton  tugged  and  tugged,  and  could  not  ef- 
fect it  At  tlus  juncture  Commodore  Renshaw 
sent  a  warning  to  the  Mary  A.  Boardman  concern- 
ing the  rebel  gunboats,  and  resumed  his  pilot, 
Mr.  Davis,  who  had  remained  on  board  the  former. 
Leaving  the  Westfield  for  a  while,  until  the  tragic 


interest  of  the  scene  shall  culminate  in  her  let  as , 
turn  our  eyes  (still  from  the  dedc  of  the  MMrjA. 
Boardman)  to  what  is  transpiring  elsewhere. 

The  fighting  began  in  the  town  at  from  three 
to  half-past  tlu'ee  a.m.,  and  raged  furiously.  It  . 
appeared  in  the  upper  portion,  where  Colonel  Ba^ 
nil's  men  were  encamped,  above  the  gas  works, 
at  three  wharves  distance  below  where  the  Ha^ 
riet  Lane  lay.  From  warehouses,  wharves,  win- 
dows, and  house-tops,  a  heUish  fire  of  mu^etiy 
had  opened  upon  the  devoted  three  hundred  of 
the  Forty-second  Massachusetts,  while  light  artfl- 
lery  raked  the  streets  leading  to  ^e  watersida 
To  this  the  Harriet  Lane  responded,  first  by  throw- 
ing solid  shot  from  her  two  nine-inch  guns,  and 
then  by  shell  from  her  rifled  cannon  and  twenty- 
pounders,  throwing  them  in  the  direction  of  the 
railroad  bridge,  by  which  it  was  only  too  evident 
that  the  rebels  were  swarming  to  the  attack 
Their  batteries — ^the  four  before  mentioned—were 
all  active.  They  had  crossed  with  upward  of 
three  thousand  infantry,  commanded  by  Magru- 
der in  person,  bringing  artillery  on  the  cars.  At 
this  time  it  was  as  dark  as  Erebus ;  a  blackness 
illumined  only  by  the  flash  of  cannon,  flie  burst- 
ing of  shell,  and  the  quick,  intermittent  sparkle  of 
musketry.  The  sounds,  at  once  horrible  and  in- 
describable, welcoming  this  ghastly  New-Year's 
morning,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon. 

As  soon  as  the  firing  began,  two  of  &e  rebel 
gunboats  had  borne  down  upon  the  Harriet  Lane 
and  engaged  her.  One  was  a  huge,  long,  hi^ 
pressure  Mississippi  steamer,  of  £e  usual  two- 
story  build,  with  her  taQ  chimneys  cut  down, 
piled  four  bales  high  with  cotton,  her  paddle-boxes 
hidden  by  them,  fkced.-with  planldng  and  cnes- 
pieces,  and  manned — ^the  upper  and  lower  decks 
— ^with  sharp-shooters.  The  other,  a  stem-wheel 
boat,  slow  and  small,  partook  of  the  character  of 
a  ram,  being  armed  with  one  pivot-gun,  and  faced, 
even  to  the  top  of  her  solitaiy  chimney,  withrul* 
road  iron,  so  that  the  black  smoke  exuded  as  from 
the  conical  roof.  Both  of  these  anomalous  dkmi- 
sters  assailed  the  Harriet  Lane,  evidently  intend* 
ing  to  board  her,  she  in  her  turn  throwing  shell 
at  them,  some  of  which  ricocheted  for  h^  a  mile 
upon  the  surface  of  the  water,  her  object  being 
to  strike  them  below  the  guards  and  sink  them. 
This,  however,  she  did  not  effect^  and  steadily 
they  approached,  the  ram  careening  over  to  one 
side,  as  if  ill  balanced,  and  the  shaip-shooters  on 
the  steamer  keeping  up  an  incessant  fiisilade 
from  her  decks  and  me  tops  of  the  cotton-bales, 
where  they  clustered  like  bees. 

To  the  assistance  of  the  Harriet  Lane  came  the 
Owasco  and  the  little  Sachem,  a  combatant  wor- 
thy of  mention.  A  light-draft  steamer,  she  had 
put  into  Galveston  in  an  almost  unseaworthy  con- 
dition, and  had  been  ordered  to  lie  by  the  wharf 
to  protect  CoL  BurrilPs  men ;  with  her  one  Urre 
rifle-gun  and  two  small  ones  she  joined  battle  * 
with  all  the  courage  of  a  first-class  man-of-war. 

So,  presently,  did  the  Clifton,  temporarily  n^ 
linquishing  the  hope  of  rescuing  the  Westfield, 
and  making  to  the  scene  of  action,  but  her  pro- 
gress was  not  unchallenged.    Ab  she  tamed  to 
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MM  over  the  bar,  guddenlj  the  enemy  opened 
ire  upon  her  with  two  heavy  pieces,  from  Fort 
Point,  an  old  battery,  hitherto  abandoned,  but 
which  the  rebels  had  succeeded  in  remounting 
during  the  night  This  compliment  the  Clifton 
answered,  first  with  her  bow-gun,  then  the  rest 
of  her  armament,  moving  rapidly,  and  throwing 
shell  continuously.  Soon  she  had  cleared  the 
Point,  and,  losing  one  man  by  the  Minie  bullet 
of  a  sharp-shooter,  held  on  her  course  toward 
the  Harriet  Lane  and  the  thickest  of  the  fight, 
which  then  became  general  both  on  land  and 
water. 

The  doomed  vessel^  her  steam  not  up,  unable 
to  escape,  was  the  centre  of  a  perfectly  infernal 
fire-dance.  Seen  firom  the  Mary  A.  Boardman, 
tiie  spectacle  assumed  an  aspect  at  once  grand 
and  terrific.  Overhead  and  around  night  was 
slowly  retiring  before  day ;  the  dim  light  preva- 
lent being  rent  by  the  frequent  flashes  of  cannon, 
the  soaring  aloft  of  shell,  and  the  onmipresent 
8h(^liyed  blaze  of  musketry,  while  the  hellish 
discord  beggars  all  description.  Prominent  amid 
H,  one  heard  the  sonorous  boom  of  the  eleven- 
inch  gun  of  the  Owasco,  the  bellowing  of  the 
batteries,  and  the  volleys,  shrieks,  and  detona- 
tions pervading  the  town.  But  our  struggle  is 
nearing  its  end.  The  rebel  steamer  and  ram 
ha?e  dosed  at  length,  on  either  side  of  the  Har- 
riet Lane,  boarded  her,  and  a  bloody  struggle  is 
nging  on  her  deck.  Her  invaders,  maddened  it 
is  said  with  whisky,  fight  like  infuriate  devils, 
precipitating  themselves  headlong  on  the  guards, 
swtnning  fore  and  aft,  and  pounng  an  incessant 
hail  of  small  arms  from  above  and  below  upon 
Uie  devoted  crew.  They  contend  with  an  enemy 
apparently  unwilling  either  to  give  or  take  quar- 
ter. Sternly  they  are  met,  sternly  resisted. 
Gallant  Captain  Wainwright  is  killed,  and  of  his 
one  hundred  aud  thirty  men,  all  but  ten  or  twen- 
ty share  his  fate,  and  the  Harriet  Lane  is  cap- 
tared  by  the  enemy  I 

The  loss  has  occurred,  but  it  is  not,  as  yet, 
evident,  indeed  perceptible.  Though  her  guns 
ve  silenced,  the  Owasco,  the  Clifton,  the  brave 
little  Sachem  still  prolong  the  contest  Present- 
ly the  former,  seen  in  the  gray  light  of  the  morn- 
ing at  about  six  o'clock  stops  firing,  the  others 
folate  her  example.  Everywhere  the  fire  ceases 
or  slackens,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  island 
two  rebd  gunboats  are  descried,  tranquilly  look- 
ing OD,  and,  in  the  remote  distance,  yet  two 
others,  only  to  be  distinguished  by  the  long  line 
of  black  smoke  proceeding  from  their  chimneys. 
Turn  we  to  the  flag-ship  Wes^eld,  stranded 
at  three  miles*  distance.  The  Mary  A.  Boardman 
^  abandoned  the  task  of  endeavoring  to  deliver 
W,  rendered  the  more  hopeless  by  the  rapidly- 
^ing  tide.  A  hawser  has  been  discouragingly 
snapped  asunder.  Nobodv  on  board  of  either 
▼essel  knows  the  resultvof  the  contest  centring 
about  the  Harriet  Lane,  but  the  silence  succeed- 
ing it  seems  ommous.  Suddenly,  at  a  little  after 
^  the  Owasco,  the  Clifton,  and  the  Sachem, 
display  their  colors. 
Up  to  that  moment}  no  flag,  except  one,  flut- 


tering idly  at  the  bow  of  the  Westfield,  and 
another,  a  rebel  one,  the  "stars  and  bars,"  on 
the  huge  Mississippi  steamer,  have  been  visible. 
The  Mary  A.  Boajndman,  with  her  anchor  up,  fol- 
lows the  example.  It  is  a  moment  of  doubt,  of 
intense  excitement  But  the  Harriet  Lane  does 
not  respond.  In  five  more,  a  boat  puts  ofi"  from 
her  toward  the  Owasco,  manned  by  a  handful  of 
rebels,  conveying  a  paroled  ofBcer  (it  is  asserted 
the  only  surviving  one)  bearing  his  white  hand- 
kerchief tied  to  his  sword  as  a  flag  of  trucow  He 
goes  to  request  a  suspension  of  hostilities,  and, 
directly  afterward,  white  flags  are  flying  on  tfie 
Owasco  and  the  Clifton — ^but  not  upon  the  little 
Sachem  1 

The  best  part  of  an  hour  passes  in  inaction. 
Then  Commodore  Renshaw  sends  a  message  and 
his  pilot  to  the  Mary  A.  Boardman,  bidding  her 
run  up  to  the  town  to  ascertain  what  has  oc- 
curred, instructing  Capt  Weir,  if  fired  upon,  to 
raise  the  white  flaf.  Accordingly,  taking  the 
precaution  to  load  her  ten-pounder,  she  steams 
off  from  the  Westfield;  past  Fort  Point,  but  pre- 
sently returns,  finding  her  task  anticipated. 
Capt  Law  of  the  Clifton  puts  off  in  a  gig  from 
that  vessel  to  Commodore  Renshaw,  with  a  mes- 
sage received  from  Gen.  Magruder  on  shore.  It 
gives  the  Union  fleet  until  ten  o*clock  to  leave 
Galveston  on  peril  of  destruction. 

Almost  directly  after  the  return  of  Captw  Law 
to  his  steamer,  the  second  cutter  of  the  West^eld 
reaches  the  Mary  A.  Boardman  with  orders  for 
her  to  come  as  near  as  possible  and  lie  to,  as  the 
Commodore  has  determined  to  transfer  his  men 
and  then  to  blow  up  his  own  vessel  It  is  assert- 
ed— ^whether  with  truth  I  cannot  pretend  to  de- 
cide—that he  was  advised  to  this  course  by  Cap- 
tain Law. 

The  scene  that  ^ensued,  consequent  on  the 
knowledge  of  Com.  Renshaw's  resolution,  on 
board  both  vessels,  was  one  scarcely  to  be  paral- 
leled in  the  experience  of  a  lifetime.  It  might 
have  been  a  quarter-past  nine  oVlock,  hence  very 
little  time  remained  for  the  transfer  of  men  and 
baggage — ^the  Commodore,  indeed,  proposed  to 
allow  but  fifteen  minutes.  Instantly,  then,  all 
was  animation.  The  Westfield  lay  at  about  five 
hundred  feet  from  the  Mary  A.  Boardman,  with 
all  her  portholes  open  and  her  guns  run  out^ 
every  body  on  board  being  promiscuously  en- 
gaged in  endeavoring  to  secure  whatever  came  up- 
permost Hammocks,  ofBcers^  trunks,  seamen  s 
chests,  cutlasses,  swords,  rifles,  fowling-pieces, 
blankets,  articles  of  clothing,  even  looking-glasses, 
were  thrown  pell-mell  into  the  boats,  hurriedly 
stowed  away  and  rowed,  each  with  its  due  pro- 
portion of  men,  to  the  Boardman,  where  all 
hands  labored  unceasingly  to  receive  them. 

The  three  boats  of  the  Westfield,  the  first  and 
second  cutter  and  gig,  plied  to  and  fco  incessant- 
ly. In  from  fifteen  to  twenty  minutes,  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  men  were  transferred  from  one 
vessel  to  the  other.  Captain  Weir  superintending 
matters  forward  on  the  Mary  A.  Boardman,  and 
M^jor  Burt  doing  the  same  aft  To  the  admir- 
able coolness  and  presence  of  mind  exhibited  by 


842 


REBELLION  BECORD,  1862-68. 


the  former  gentlemaa,  the  latter  attributes  the 
successful  rescue  of  the  crew,  nor  has  the  writer 
any  doubt  whatever  that  the  praise  might  be 
honestly  shared. 

At  length,  only  one  cutter  remained  alongside 
the  Westfield,  the  gig ;  another,  loaded  almost  to 
the  water's  edge,  was  at  a  little  distance,  and 
about  to  put  on  to  the  Mary  A.  Boardman.  The 
cutter  awaited  but  its  living  freight,  in  the  shape 
of  the  Commodore  and  two  others ;  that  obtained, 
a  slow  match  was  to  be  ignited  and  the  steamer 
blown  to  air.  She  had  two  magazines  on  board, 
and  was  almost  literally  full  of  powder,  shells, 
and  ammunition.  In  another  ten — ^in  five — min- 
utes all  might  have  been  secure,  and  Commodore 
Renshaw  and  those  accidentally  hurried  into 
eternity  with  him  living  men  at  this  hour.  That 
was  not  to  be.  Those  who  saw  them  last  in  this 
world  report  as  follows : 

Commodore  Renshaw,  stood  quietly  on  the  fore 
part  of  the  vessel  above  one  of  the  open  powder- 
magazines.  Near  him,  a  barrel  of  turpentine, 
with  its  head  stove  in,  had  been  lowered  down 
the  hatchway  into  the  forecastle.  But  two  oars- 
men were  in  the  cutter,  with  some  eight  or  ten 
passehgers.  To  them  descended  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer, Mr.  W.  K.  Green,  followed  by  the  First  Lieu- 
tenant, Charles  W.  Zimmerman.  Both  gentle- 
men seated  themselves  in  the  boat  All  now  had 
quitted  the  doomed  vessel  except  the  Commodore. 

He  was  seen  to  step  down  the  stairway,  to 
enter  the  cutter,  when  the  match,  prematurely 
fired  (it  is  said  by  a  drunkard)  must  have  commu- 
nicated with  the  turpentine.  Instantly  a  heavy 
roll  of  black  smoke  siurged  upward,  followed  by 
a  bright,  explosive  flame,  full  ten  feet  high.  No 
alarm  followed  this,  not  a  word  was  spoken ;  the 
Commodore  turned  round  and  looked  back,  the 
heavy  boat  was  alongside  with  her  crowd  of  pas- 
sengers, the  crew  of  the  Mary  A.  Boardman  and 
her  recent  acquisitions  were  gazing  curiously  at 
the  bright  flame,  and  the  tall  thin  form  of  their 
first  ofiicer,  when — 

A  white  pufi^  of  smoke  broke  through  the  hatch- 
way as  from  the  muzzle  of  a  cannon.  It  was  fol- 
lowed by  an  explosion  so  tremendous  as  to  move 
air,  water,  every  thing  within  its  scope,  jarring 
the  Mary  A.  Boardman  as  though  she  were 
shaken  by  an  earthquake;  and  shooting  up  in 
the  shape  of  a  monstrous  fan,  like  the  eruption 
of  a  volcano,  soared  a  reversed  cone  of  fire,  while 
spreading  equally  in  every  direction — for  there 
was  not  wind  enough  in  the  calm  January  morn- 
ing to  disturb  them — ^rolled  and  billowed  the 
heavy  volumes  of  smoke.  High  up,  too,  over- 
head, adding  infinitely  to  the  horror  and  beauty 
of  the  occasion,  exploded  innumerable  shells,  a 
hundred  of  which  had  been  piled  up  on  the  deck, 
perhaps  in  anticipation  of  their  destiny.  One 
of  the  powder-magazines  had  exploded,  utterly 
destroying  the  forward  half  of  the  Westfield,  and 
leaving  the  remaining  portion  a  shattered  and 
blasted  ruin.  The  two  boats  and  all  within  them 
had  disappeared ! 

Before  the  shocked  and  startled  spectators  on 
the  Mary  A.  Boardman  had  recovered  from  the 


concussion  of  air,  (as  great  as  might  have  been 
occasioned  by  the  near  discharge  of  a  whole  ptrk 
of  artillery,)  the  heavier  fragments  of  the  explod- 
ed steamer  fell  with  sullen  plunges  into  the  water, 
followed  by  the  lighter,  producing  a  nin-tike 
patter  over  the  surface,  in  a  circle  of  at  lets!  five 
hundred  feet  about  the  centre  of  ruin.  To  this 
extent  the  troubled  water  was  literally  blackened, 
as  though  tar  had  been  poured  over  it  But  not 
more  so  than  the  shattered  half  of  the  unfortu- 
nate Westfield  yet  afloat^  whose  smoke-stack  and 
walking-beam  were  still  standing,  and  over  whose 
bows  still  waved  the  American  flag.  Although 
her  safety-valve  had  been  chiuned  down,  her 
steam  got  up  to  the  highest  point,  her  boilers 
had  not  exploded.  The  sharp  singing  of  her 
vapor  was  distinctly  audible  on  the  Maiy  A 
Boardman  in  the  ghastly  silence  that  now  pre- 
vailed ;  and — noticeable  in  it — the  captain's  gig 
came  slowly  drifting  down  from  beneath  the  bows 
of  the  wreck,  her  gunwale  just  above  the  water. 

The  Westfield  remained  thus  for  from  five  to 
eight  minutes,  when  she  burst  into  sudden  blue 
near  her  smoke-stack.  Soon  the  conflagratioD 
had  spread  throughout  the  entire  ruin ;  the  flag- 
ship was  one  entire  sheet  of  flame.  With  more 
shells  exploding  and  cannon  going  off  one  by 
one,  as  they  were  accidentally  ignited,  she  wis 
but  a  dangerous  neighbor.  The  Mary  A.  Board- 
man  did  not  wait  to  witness  another  explosion 
by  the  aft  magazine. 

The  rebel  ram  and  gunboats  were  now  coming 
down  the  bay,  and  the  batteries  had  redpeoed 
upon  the  Owasco,  Clifton,  and  Sachem ;  in  addi- 
tion to  which  the  artillery  used  in  slaughtering 
the  Twenty-second  Massachusetts  had  been  con- 
veyed by  mules  to  below  the  town,  where  they 
began  firing  upon  our  steamers.  There  seemed 
nothing  for  it  but  flight,  and  flee  they  did  accord- 
ingly, leaving  the  Harriet  Lane  in  possession  of 
the  enemy,  and  the  Westfield  a  mere  chimen  of 
fire  and  smoke,  to  bum  herself  to  the  watei^s 
edge  in  Galveston  Harbor.  Their  last  experience 
was  comprised  in  the  Clifton^s.  throwing  a  shell 
into  the  huge  Mississippi  steamer,  which  followed 
them  over  the  bar,  and  compelling  her  to  retires 

There  is  now  no  Union  vessel,  save  the  cap- 
tured Harriet  Lane,  in  Galveston,  Texas. 

T.  RO. 

REBEL  REPORTS   AND   KARRATIVK 

GENERAL   HAORUDER*S   DESPATCH. 

HBAfiQUARTBfl,  OaLVURM^  ftU^ 

This  morning,  the  first  January,  at  three 
o^clock,  I  attacked  the  enemy's  fleet  and  gairisoD 
at  this  place,  and  captured  the  latter  and  the 
steamer  Harriet  Lane,  and  two  barges,  and  a 
schooner  of  the  former.  The  rest»  &<Kne  four  or 
five,  escaped  ignominiously  under  cover  of  a  flag 
of  truce.  I  have  about  six  hundred  prisooers» 
and  a  large  quantity  of  valuable  stores,  arms,  etc 
The  Harriet  Lane  is  very  little  izyured.  Shewaa 
carried  by  boarding  from  two  high-pressure  cot- 
ton steamers  manned  by  Texas  caviliy  and  ar> 
tillery.  The  line  troops  were  gallantly  commaD<t 
ed  by  Colonel  Green,  of  Sibley's  br^^e^aodthe 
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BhipR  and  artillery  by  Major  Leon  Smith,  to  whose 
indomitable  energy  and  heroic  daring  the  coun- 
try ig  indebted  for  the  successful  execution  of  a 
plan  which  I  had  considered  for  the  destruction 
of  the  enemy's  fleet  Colonel  Bagby,  of  Sibley's 
bri^e,  also  commanded  the  Tolunteers  from  his 
re^ment  for  the  nayal  expedition,  in  which  every 
officer  and  every  man  won  for  himself  imperish- 
able renown.  J.  Bankbead  Maorudbr, 

HOUSTON   "  TELEGRAPH  »♦    ACCOUNT. 

HocSTOX,  Tktab,  January  5, 1908. 

As  General  Magruder  was  on  his  way  to  Texas, 
accompanied  by  Judge  Oldham,  Major  Forshcy 
and  others,  the  subject  of  retaking  Galveston 
Island  was  brought  up.  The  difficulties  of  the 
undertaking  were  canvassed,  and  the  question 
came  up  whether  the  work  was  feasible.  Major 
Forsbey  observed :  **  General,  I  think  the  best 
pbm  is  to  resolve  to  retake  Galveston  any  way, 
and  then  canvass  the  difficulties."  The  General 
replied  that  he  thought  so  too,  and  from  that 
point  began  the  undertaking. 

Arriv^  in  Texas,  the  first  thing  the  General 
set  about  was  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
groand,  and  a  full  canvass  of  such  plans  as  pre- 
sented themselves  for  the  work.  He  also  gath- 
ered all  the  forces  from  the  various  parts  of  the 
State  that  could  be  spared  from  other  lines  of  de- 
fence. He  might  have  got  ready  sooner  but  for 
th*>  want  of  field-artillery,  which  Major  Bloom- 
iield.  Chief  Quartermaster,  was  pushing  from  the 
Mississippi  as  fast  as  he  could.  They  reached 
here  only  last  week. 

On  Thursday,  December  twenty-fiflh,  it  was 
determined  to  delay  no  longer,  and  orders  were 
at  once  issued  to  prepare  for  the  attack.  It  was 
then  hoped  that  every  thing  might  be  got  ready 
by  Saturday  night,  which  would  have  given  four 
hours  of  darkness  for  the  attack,  the  moon  set- 
ting at  about  two  a.m.  But  the  gunboats  could 
not  be  fixed  in  time.  The  utmost  energy  was 
<li$played,  but  the  work  of  putting  up  the  bul- 
warks was  not  completed  in  time. 

It  was  found  that  all  things  could  not  be  got 
in  readiness  before  the  thirty-first  of  December, 
and  the  night  of  the  thirty-first  was  fixed  for  the 
attack,  llie  Bayou  City,  a  Houston  and  Galves- 
ton packet,  had  been  taken  by  the  State,  and 
fitted  up  as  a  gunboat,  under  charge  of  Captain 
Henry  Lubbock.  She  was  armed  with  a  thirty- 
two  pounder  rifled  gun  on  her  bow-deck.  Bul- 
warks of  cotton-bales  were  built  on  her  sides, 
^d  a  force  of  one  hundred  men  put  on  board  of 
he,  and  on  Tuesday  she  left  here  to  await  orders 
at  the  bead  of  Galveston  Bay.  Captain  Weir,  of 
company  B,  Cook^s  regiment,  commanded  the 
gun,  and  it  was  manned  by  a  portion  of  his  men 
and  Captain  Schneider\s,  Captain  Schneider  be- 
ing second  in  command.  Colonel  Green  com- 
manded the  sharp-shooters,  who  were  detailed 
frona  his  regiment 

The  Neptune,  another  bayou  packet,  was  taken 
on  the  twenty-sixth,  and,  under  direction  of  Ma- 
jor Leon  Smith,  fitted  up  as  a  gunboat  as  well 


as  it  could  be  done  in  the  brief  tima  Bulwarks 
of  cotton-bales  were  built  up  also  on  her  guards, 
and  she  had  much  the  appearance,  when  she  left 
here,  of  a  well-loaded  cotton-boat,  taking  her  car- 
go dowi)  to  Galveston  for  shipment  She  was 
armed  with  two  howitzer  guns,  and  commanded 
by  Captain  W.  H.  Sangster.  Captain  Herby,  of 
the  C.  S.  Navy,  commanded  her  guns ;  Lieuten- 
ant Harvey  CAturk  being  second  in  command,  and 
Colonel  Bagby,  of  the  Seventh  cavalry,  command- 
ed the  detail  of  his  men  who  were  on  board  as 
sharp-shooters.  The  men  were  detailed  from  the 
Sibley  brigade ;  all  the  brigade  having  stepped 
forward  on  a  call  for  volunteers,  and  being  anx- 
ious to  take  part  in  the  affair.  Beside  these, 
there  were  several  volunteers  from  among  our 
citizens.  The  full  number  of  men  was  about  one 
hundred  and  fifly.  The  Neptune  left  here  the 
morning  of  the  same  day  with  the  Bayou  City. 

The  Lucy  Gwin  accompanied  the  expedition 
as  tender,  under  command  of  Major  A.  McKee, 
and  the  John  E.  Carr,  also  tender,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  John  Y.  Lawless.  On  the  Carr 
there  were  a  number  of  troops  and  volunteers, 
and  on  the  Gwin  quite  a  number  of  spectators, 
who  went  prepared  to  take  a  hand  in  the  fight  if 
their  services  were  required. 

In  addition  to  these  there  were  some  other  ves- 
sels—  the  cutter  Dodge,  the  Royal  Yacht,  etc., 
that  did  not  come  into  the  action. 

The  whole  naval  force  was  under  the  command 
of  Major  Leon  Smith,  who  was  admirably  fitted 
for  the  command  of  the  expedition,  by  his  expe- 
rience as  a  sailor.  In  fact,  better  men  for  all  the 
stations  could  not  have  been  picked  anywhere. 

It  was  ordered  that  the  boats  should  get  in  po- 
sition by  twelve  o^clock,  and  await  the  signal 
from  the  land  forces  for  the  attack.  They  went 
down,  and  after  midnight  arrived  close  by  the 
fleet  They  were  discovered,  and  signal-lights 
from  the  fleet  at  once  showed  that  the  enemy 
were  awake  and  washing  for  them.  They  look- 
ed anxiously  for  the  signal  from  shore. 

Meanwhile  the  land  forces,  consisting  of  dc* 
tachments  from  some  four  or  five  regiments,  un- 
der command  of  Brig. -General  Scurry  and  CoL 
X.  B.  De  Bray,  were  moved  at  about  dark  fi-om 
Virginia  Point  This  is  on  the  main  land,  and 
fi'om  it  a  bridge  two  miles  in  length  crosses  Gal- 
veston Bay  to  Galveston  Island,  being  about  five 
miles  distant  from  the  city.  The  battle  took 
place  at  the  citv,  the  gunboats  lying  along  in 
front  of  the  city  m  the  bay,  on  the  landward  side 
of  the  island.  Colonel  De  Bray  commanded  the 
attacking  force,  while  Gen.  Scurry  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  reserves. 

From  the  bridge  they  moved  down  to  the  city, 
but  met  with  unexpected  delays,  and  did  not 
reach  their  position  until  after  four  o^cIock.  In 
the  mean  time  the  boats  had  withdrawn  to  Half 
Moon  Shoals,  twelve  miles  distant,  and  awaited 
signal.  At  about  five  o*clock  (General  Magruder 
says  three,  and  a  spectator  says  four,  but  we 
timed  it  by  telegraph  and  are  exact — ^it  was  eight 
minutes  before  five,  Houston  time,)  all  things  on 
shore  being  in  readiness,  the  ball  opened,  Gen. 
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Magruder  firing  the  first  gun.  The  boats  at  once 
put  on  steam  and  hurri<5  to  the  scene.  They 
must  have  been  an  hour  or  so  on  the  way,  dur- 
ing which  time  the  artillery  duel  between  the 
ships  and  the  batteries  was  one  of  the  most  ter- 
rific on  record.  Darkness  shut  out  every  thing 
but  the  flash  of  the  guns. 

The  scene  was  at  once  sublime  and  appalling. 
Our  men  were  once  driven  from  their  guns,  but 
rallied  and  fought  nobly  on.  As  dawn  approach- 
ed the  fire  of  tiie  enemy  appeared  to  increase  in 
severity,  and  fearing  that  our  men  would  be  un- 
able to  withstand  it  after  daylight  gave  the  enemy 
a  better  view  of  our  position,  orders  were  prepar- 
ed to  withdraw.  Just  as  they  were  about  to  be 
issued,  however,  at  about  six  o'clock,  the  wel- 
come announcement  was  made  at  headquarters 
that  the  Bayou  City  and  Neptune  had  arrived, 
and  opened  on  the  Harriet  Lane.  Instantly  new 
vigor  was  infiised  in  our  men ;  they  played  their 
pieces  with  redoubled  energy,  and  seemed  deter- 
mined that  the  victory  should  be  ours. 

The  gunboats  paid  their  first  attention  to  the 
Harriet  Lane,  the  Bayou  City  leading  the  attack. 
The  Neptune,  being  much  the  weaker,  soon  re- 
ceived such  injuries  as  to  disable  her.  The  Ba- 
you City,  however,  gallantly  continued  the  fight, 
and,  running  aboard  the  Harriet  Lane,  swept  her 
decks  by  biding,  and  took  possession  of  the 
ship.  Captain  Wainwright  and  his  lieutenants 
having  been  killed,  the  ship  was  surrendered  by 
the  master's  mate. 

The  Westfield  now  started  ofl^  apparently  dis- 
abled, and  made  her  way  over  to  Bolivar  Chan- 
nel, between  Pelican  Spit  and  Bolivar  Point 
Here  she  was  subsequently  destroyed  by  the  en- 
emy during  a  truce.  The  propeller  Owasco  lay 
in  the  channel  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  firom 
the  Bayou  City  and  Harriet  Lane.  As  the  Lane 
was  boarded,  the  Owasco  steamed  up  to  within 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  of  them,  firing  into 
both:  The  force  of  the  collision  drove  the  Bayou 
City's  stem  so  far  into  and  under  the  wheel  and 
gunwale  of  the  Lane  that  she  could  not  be  got 
out  The  Lane  was  also  so  careened  that  &e 
guns  could  not  be  worked,  and  were  consequent- 
ly useless.  They  both  lay,  therefore,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  Owasco.  Herculean  efforts  were 
made  to  extricate  them. 

The  Owasco,  evidently  fearing  the  Lane's  guns, 
withdrew  to  a  position  about  a  mile  distant  It 
became  plainly  evident  that  unless  the  Bayou 
City  and  Harriet  Lane  could  be  separated,  the 
enemy  could  escape  if  they  wished.  To  gain 
time,  therefore,  a  fiag  of  truce  was  taken  to  the 
Owasco  and  Clifton,  now  lying  close  together, 
and  a  demand  for  a  surrender.  Time  was  asked 
to  communicate  with  Com.  Renshaw,  who  was 
on  the  Westfield.  A  truce  of  three  hours  was 
aereed  upon.  Previous  to  this,  the  Forty-second 
Massachusetts  regiment,  quartered  on  Ruhn's 
whar(  were  charged.  They  were  protected  by 
barrioules,  and  had  taken  up  the  planks  from 
the  whari^  rendering  it  impassable,  and  our  forces 
withdrew. 

During  the  truce  with  the  vessels,  the  uncon- 


ditional surrender  of  these  men  was  demanded 
and  complied  with.  Their  colors  ooosist  of  a 
United  States  flag  of  silk,  and  a  white  flag,  hav- 
ing the  coat  of  arms  of  Massachusetts  painted  oa 
it,  with  the  motto :  "  Ense  petit  placidam  sab  lib- 
ertate  quietam  "  —  "  Under  freedom  the  sword 
seeks  peaceful  quiet"  The  appearance  of  the 
coat  of  arms  is  rather  singular.  In  the  centre  is 
an  Indian  with  his  bow ;  at  the  right  comer  of 
the  shield  is  a  single  star,  at  which  he  is  glanc- 
ing askanca  We  might  say  the  savage  was  oot- 
eting  the  Texas  star.  Unfortunately,  the  star  is 
in  the  ascendant,  and  the  result  proved  the  no- 
ity  of  his  wishes.  At  any  rate  the  sword  of  the 
Forty-second  has  found  peaceful  quiet  by  the  aid 
of  Texas  freemen. 

Before  the  truce  expired,  the  Federal  gunboats 
drew  ofi^  and  escaped  out  of  the  harbor,  utterly 
routed  and  defeated,  leaving  in  our  hands  the 
city,  the  harbor,  the  Harriet  Lane,  the  two  barks 
and  a  schooner,  and  vast  stores,  valuable  artil- 
lery, etc.  __^__^ 

Doc.  96. 
ADDRESS    TO    PRESIDENT   LINCOLN 

BT  THE  CITIZENS  OF  MANCHE8TBB,  ENGLAND. 

To  Abraham  Lincoln^  Prendent  of  the  UnM 

States: 

As  citizens  of  Manchester,  assembled  at  the 
Free-Trade  Hall,  we  beg  to  express  our  fraternal 
sentiments  toward  you  and  your  country.  We 
rejoice  in  your  greatness  as  an  outgrowth  of  Eng- 
land, whose  blood  and  language  you  share,  whose 
orderly  and  l^gal  freedom  you  have  applied  to  nev 
circumstances,  over  a  region  immeasurably  great- 
er than  our  own.  We  honor  your  Free  States,  as 
a  singularly  happy  abode  for  the  working  mil- 
lions where  industry  is  honored.  One  thing  almie 
has,  in  the  past,  lessened  our  sympathy  with 
your  country  and  our  confidence  in  it — ^wc  mean 
the  ascendency  of  politicians  who  not  merely 
maintained  negro  slavery,  but  desired  to  extend 
and  root  it  more  firmly.  Since  we  have  discern- 
ed, however,  that  the  victory  of  the  free  North, 
in  the  war  which  has  so  sorely  distressed  us  as 
well  as  afflicted  you,  will  strike  off  the  fetters  of 
the  slave,  you  have  attracted  our  warm  and  earn- 
est sympathy.  We  joyfully  honor  you,  as  the 
President,  and  the  Congress  with  you,  for  manf 
decisive  steps  toward  practically  exempli^g 
your  belief  in  the  words  of  your  great  founders- 
'*  All  men  are  created  fi'ee  and  equal'*  You  hare 
procured  the  liberation  of  the  slaves  in  the  dis- 
trict around  Washington,  and  thereby  made  the 
centre  of  your  Federation  visibly  frea  You  have 
enforced  the  laws  against  the  slave-trade,  and 
kept  up  your  fieet  against  it,  even  while  eJ&f 
ship  was  wanted  for  service  in  your  terrible  vaf* 
You  have  nobly  decided  to  receive  embassadors 
firom  the  negro  republics  of  Hayti  and  Libeiia, 
thus  forever  renouncing  that  unworthy  prejudice 
which  refuses  the  righte  of  humanity  to  men  and 
women  on  account  of  their  color.  In  order  more 
effectually  to  stop  the  slave-trade,  you  have  made 
with  our  Queen  a  treaty,  which  your  Senste  has 


DOCUMENTS. 


845 


ratified,  for  the  right  of  mutual  search.    Your 
Congresfl  has  decrMd  fireedom  as  the  law  forever 
in  the  vast  unoccupied  or  half  unsettled  Territo< 
ries  which  are  directly  subject  to  its  legislative 
power.   It  has  offered  pecuniary  aid  to  all  States 
which  will  enact  emancipation  locally,  and  has 
forbidden  your  Generals  to  restore  fugitive  slaves 
who  seek  their  protection.     Tou  have  entreated 
the  slave-mastera  to  accept  these  moderate  offers ; 
and  after  long  and  patient  waiting,  you,  as  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  Army,  have  appointed 
to-morrow,  the  first  of  January,  1868,  as  the  day 
of  unconditional  freedom  for  the  slaves  of  the 
rebel  States.    Heartily  do  we  congratulate  you 
and  your  country  on  this  humane  and  righteous 
coorge.    We  assume  that  you  cannot  now  st<») 
short  of  a  complete  uprooting  of  slavery.     It 
would  not  become  us  to  dictate  any  details,  but 
there  are  broad  principles  of  humanity  which 
must  guide  you.     If  complete  emancipation  in 
some  States  be  deferred,  though  only  to  a  prede- 
termined day,  still  in  the  interval,  human  beings 
should  not  be  counted  chattels.     Women  must 
hire  the  rights  of  chastity  and  maternity,  men 
the  rights  of  husbands,  masters  the  liberty  of 
Ottnumission.    Justice  demands  for  the  black, 
DO  less  than  for  the  white,  the  protection  of  law — 
that  his  voice  be  heard  in  your  courts.     Nor 
must  any  such  abomination  be  tolerated  as  slave- 
breeding  States,  and  a  slave  market — ^if  you  are 
to  earn  the  high  rewfrd  of  all  your  sacrifices,  in 
the  approval  of  the  universal  brotherhood  and  of 
the  Kfine  Father.    It  is  for  your  free  country  to 
decide  whether  any  thing  but  immediate  and  to- 
tal emancipation  can  secure  the  most  indispensa- 
ble rights  of  hunumity  against  the  inveterate 
^kedness  of  local  laws  and  local  executivea 
^e  implore  you,  for  your  own  honor  and  welfare, 
not  to  fiunt  in  your  providential  mission.    While 
your  enthusiasm  is  aflame,  and  the  tide  of  events 
runs  high,  let  the  work  be  finished  effectually, 
^ve  no  root  of  bitterness  to  spring  up  and  work 
fre»h  misery  to  your  children.     It  is  a  mighty 
^  indeed,  to  redmmze  the  industry  not  only 
of  four  millions  of  &e  colored  race,  but  of  five 
millions  of  whites.    Nevertheless,  the  vast  prog- 
ress jou  have  made  in  the  short  space  of  twen^ 
months  fills  us  with  hope  that  every  stain  on 
your  freedom  will  shortly  be  removed,  and  that 
^e  erasure  of  that  foul  blot  upon  civilization  and 
Christianity— chattel  slavery — during  your  Pres- 
idency will  cause  the  name  of  Abraham  Lincoln 
*o  he  honored  and  revered  by  posterity.    We  are 
^^fUiu  that  such  a  glorious  consummation  will 
«3aeQt  Great  Britain  to  the  United  States  in  close 
sod  enduring  regards.    Our  interests,  moreover, 
we  identified  with  yours.    We  are  truly  one  peo- 
ple, thoogh  locally  separate.    And  if  you  have 
^J  iU-wishers  here,  be  assured  they  are  diiefly 
tho<ie  who  oppose  liberty  at  home,  and  that  they 
Will  be  powerless  to  stir  up  quarrels  between  us, 
from  the  very  day  in  which  your  country  be- 
^es,  undeniably  and  without  exception,  the 
o^me  of  the  free.     Accept  our  high  lulmiration 
^  your  firmness  in  upholding  the  pr«>clamation 
«  freedom.  Janwiy,  18«B. 


Doc  9T. 
CAPTURE  GP  THE  ANTONA. 

17.  8.   SRAMn  FOCAHOSTAB,  WOTCRH  GOLT  ) 

Blockaoixo  Squaosom,  orr  Mobilk,  Ala.,  Jan.  8, 1868.  ) 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  instant  we  weigh- 
ed anchor  to  overhaul  a  vessel  which  was  des- 
cried firom  the  masthead.  At  a  quarter-past  nine 
o* clock  came  up  to  it,  and  she  proved  to  be  a 
United  States  transport  with  troops,  bound  for 
Ship  Island.  We  put  our  steamer  about  to  re- 
turn to  our  station,  when  "Sail,  hoi"  sounded 
again  firom  the  ever- vigilant  look-out  at  the  cross- 
trees  ;  and  at  the  same  time  a  steamer  was  seen 
stan^ng  dose  into  the  beach.  We  promptly  di- 
rected our  course  accordingly,  when  the  steamer, 
perceiving  our  movements,  at  once  stood  out  to 
sea,  and  now  a  highly  exciting  chase  followed. 

At  ten  o'clock  A.if.,  the  steamer,  with  sails  set, 
swept  before  us  at  fiill  speed,  gfuning  distance, 
and  soon  threatened  to  be  out  of  sight  We  now 
set  all  sails  that  would  draw,  ran  down  our  col- 
ors, and  graced  our  peak  with  the  ensign  of  her 
Britannic  Majesty.  Eleven  o'clock,  we  hold  our 
distance,  but  gain  nothing.  Twelve  il,  commenc- 
ed feeding  our  furnaces  with  pork  and  junk, 
which  increased  our  speed  considerably,  but  the 
steamer,  sending  forth  huge  masses  of  black 
smoke,  told  us  that  she  had  similar  resources, 
and  kept  her  distance  One  p.m.,  we  seem  to 
gain  but  very  little.  We  fired  our  rifled  gun, 
which  of  course  fell  considerably  short  Two 
P.M.,  gained  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  and  now 
saw  tiie  English  colors  hoisted  on  her  nuiin. 
Three  o'clock  p.m.,  same  distance  as  an  hour  ago. 
Four  P.M.,  the  vessel  seems  to  gain  a  little,  but 
not  much.  Five  o'clock,  trying  our  engines  to 
the  best,  were  pleased  to  gain  upon  her ;  fired  a 
thirty-two  pounder,  which,  however,  dropped 
short  Six  o'clock,  a  strong  breeze  sprung  up, 
and  we  set  our  storm  main-sail,  which  increased 
our  speed  to  eleven  and  a  half  knots.  Darkness 
sets  in,  but  stationing  our  look-outs  with  'night- 
glasses  in  top  and  on  the.forecastle,  are  enabled 
to  keep  her  in  sight  Seven  o'clock  p.m.,  the 
moon  rose,  and  the  vessel  was  plainly  visible 
without  the  aid  of  glasses.  We  gained  consider- 
able, and  had  the  best  of  expectations  soon  to 
bring  her  to  heave  to  by  a  ton-inch  shell,  when 
our  rore-top-sail  gave  way,  and  before  it  could  be 
mended  the  steamer  gained  considerably.  Eight 
P.M.,  we  gain  again,  and  now  complimented  her 
with  a  couple  of  shell,  which  fell,  however,  short 
At  nine  p.m.,  the  steamer's  top-sail  gave  way,  her 
rigging  having  been  cut  by  a  rifle-shot  This 
gave  us  considerable  advantage,  and  at  half-past 
nine  p.m.  another  rifle-shot,  whizzing  over  her, 
brought  her  to ;  her  engine  stopped,  and  the  race 
was  won. 

Captain  Gamble  hailed  her,  and  as  the  sea  was 
Terr  rough,  so  that  he  could  send  no  boat,  order- 
ed her  to  keep  close  b^,  disobedience  of  which 
would  be  promptly  punished  by  "Old  Ben,"  (the 
name  of  our  ten-inch  pivot,  baptized  at  Port 

The  next  morning  we  boarded  her,  when  she 
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proTod  to  be  ike  English  steamer  Antona,  from 
Liverpool  vi&  Havana,  bound  for  the  most  conve- 
nient "secesh  port" 

The  steamer  is  a  fine  iron  one,  built  in  Eng- 
land in  1861,  and  about  four  hundred  tons  bur- 
den. The  cargo  is  a  very  valuable  one,  and  con- 
sists of  a' complete  battery  of  brass  field-pieces, 
a  lot  of  quinine,  opium,  several  thousand  pairs 
of  shoes,  numerous  boxes  of  tea,  about  five  hun- 
dred kegs  of  powder,  Enfield  rifies,  medicines, 
clothing,  etc.,  etc 

Her  pilot,  who  came  on  board  at  Havana,  left 
Mobile  but  two  weeks  ago,  and  was  promised  two 
tiiousflEnd  dollars  for  safe  pilotage.  He  seems  to 
be  disappointed,,  but  takes  it  easy,  and  who 
knows  may  become  a  staunch  Union  man  here- 
after? 

He  says  the  people  in  and  about  Mobile  suffer 
much.  Shoes,  twelve  and  fourteen  dollars  a  pair ; 
coffee,  one  dollar  per  pound ;  salt  scarce  and  very 
dear.  He  says  that  the  success  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party  at  the  last  election  fills  the  rebels 
with  new  hopes.  They  count  upon  an  early  truce, 
by  which  they  might  profit  If  the  Republican 
party  had  had  a  majority  at  the  last  elections, 
he  says  the  rebels  would  have  laid  down  their 
arms ;  and  but  for  that,  peace  would  have  been 
sought  on  the  best  terms  possible. 

Acting  Master  Edward  Baker  has  taken  com- 
mand of  the  Antona.  He  leaves  to-morrow  for 
Pensacola  to  coal  ship,  whence  he  will  proceed 
to  New-York.  H.  A.  M. 


Doc.  98. 


ATTACK  ON  SPRINGFIELD,  MO. 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  CRABB. 

Hbadquartkhs  Sottth-Wbstbrn  District,  Mo.,  ) 
SPRiXGriBLD,  January  10, 1868.  j 

General  :  Owing  to  the  illness  of  Gen.  Brown, 
and  by  his  request,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit 
the  following  report  of  an  engagement  at  this 
place  on  the  eighth  instant,  between  the  Fed- 
eral forces,  commanded  by  Brigadier-General 
Brown,  and  a  rebel  force  under  the  command  of 
General  Marmaduke : 

On  Wednesday,  the  seventh  instant,  about 
three  o'clock  p.m.,  General  Brown  received  the 
(first)  information  that  the  enemy,  estimated 
from  four  to  six  thousand  strong,  had  forced  our 
troops  to  abandon  "  Lawrence  Mills ;"  that  they 
had  burned  the  mill  and  block-house  there,  and 
were  rapidly  approaching  this  place,  by  way  of 
Ozark.  Not  having  a  force  sufficient  at  that 
place  to  contend  wiQi  the  enemy,  they  were  or- 
dered to  fall  back  on  this  place,  with  instruc- 
tions to  destroy  what  Government  property  they 
could  not  carry  with  them,  which  order  was 
promptly  executed.  The  enemy  entered  Ozark 
a  few  minutes  after  our  forces  had  evacuated  it 
They  destroyed  the  block-house,  and  then  con- 
tinued their  march  on  this  place.  Messengers 
were  despatched  to  the  various  stations  around 
Springfield  to  send  in  reenforcementa,  and  the 


E.  M.  M.  was  ordered  into  service.  The  ni^i 
of  the  seventh  was  spent  in  making  prquratioos 
to  meet  the  enemy. 

Under  the  supervision  of  Lieutenant  Hoffman, 
of  Bachof's  First  Missouri  light  artiUcry,  two 
twelve-pound  iron  howitzers  and  one  sii-pound 
piece.  Were  mounted  on  wheels  as  temporary 
carriages,  taken  to  the  blacksmith  shop,  repaired, 
and  rolled  into  the  fort  Number  Four  by  daylight 
of  the  eighth  instant  Dr.  S.  U.  Meldier' mus- 
tered some  three  hundred  convalescents  from 
the  various  hospitals,  who  were  armed  uhI 
equipped ;  also,  near  one  hundred  soldiers  w1k> 
had  recently  been  discharged  from  the  svne, 
under  command  of  Capt  McAfee,  were  armed, 
and  many  loyal  citizens  turned  out  willingly, 
and  were  armed  to  fight  in  the  defence  of  thdr 
homes. 

At  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  eighth, 
about  two  hundred  or  three  hundred  of  the  en- 
rolled Missouri  militia  reported  for  duty.  Scoot- 
ing-parties  were  sent  to  the  south  and  south-east, 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  whereabouts 
of  the  enemy,  and  report  their  movements.  At 
ten  A.M.  of  the  eighth  the  scouts  and  picket.^  on 
the  south  of  the  town  were  fired  upon  and  drireo 
in  by  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  They  were 
soon  discovered  some  two  or  three  mfles  o^ 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  advancing  slowly 
across  the  prairie,  firom  the  direction  of  Ozark. 
About  one  naif  of  their  coipmand  was  dismount- 
ed, acted  as  infantry,  supporting  a  battery  of 
some  three  pieces  of  artillery,  (one  piece  riUed,) 
which  formed  their  centre,  while  their  right  and 
left  wings  were  formed  of  heavy  bodies  of  cav- 
alry. In  this  manner,  with  skirmishers  and 
sharp-shooters  thrown  forward,  they  advanced 
steadily  and  slowly,  occasionally  halting  and 
firing  a  shot  from  their  rifled  piece,  apparently 
trying  the  range  and  feeling  their  way.  The 
cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  King,  Third 
Missouri  State  militia.  Colonel  HaU,  Fourth  Mis- 
souri State  militia,  were  ordered  forward  to  meet 
the  advancing  foe. 

By  order,  several  houses  were  burned  south 
of  the  fort,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  occupying 
them,  and  that  the  artillerymen  and  riflemen  in 
the  fort  could  have  an  unobstructed  view  of  their 
approach.  As  the  enemy  continued  to  advance, 
the  firing  became  more  fi^equent  Our  artill«i7 
opened  fire  upon  them  as  soon  as  they  came 
within  range  of  our  guns.  Our  cavalry  gradn- 
ally  retired  within  supporting  distance  of  the 
fort  The  artillery  and  riflemen  in  the  fort 
drove  back  the  enemy^a.  sharp-shooters.  The 
firing  gradually  increased  until  about  one  o'clock 
P.M.,  when  the  forces  on  both  sides  were  fieirely 
engaged.  Colonel  King  was  ordered  to  charige 
with  his  regiment  the  enemy's  right  He  drove 
them  back,  when  they  turned  their  artillery  and 
sharp-shooters  upon  him.  At  this  time  Colonel 
Hall,  with  the  Fourth  cavalry,  Miasoori  State 
militia,  by  order,  moved  forwvd  and  enga^ 
their  centre,  fighting  with  coolness  and  bravefT, 
entitling  them  to  high  honor.  The  cavalry  being 
exposed  in  the  open  field  to  the  fire  of  the  ene- 
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my's  artilleiy  and  in&ntry,  and  fearftil  they 
would  be  cut  to  pieces,  they  were  ordered  to  re- 
tire under  protection  of  the  fort,  which  order 
was  ezecnted  promptly  and  in  good  order,  bring- 
ing with  them  their  wounded.  The  enemy  threw 
forward  a  regiment  of  cavalry  on  our  left,  which 
was  promptly  checked  by  the  Second  battalion, 
Fourteenth  Missouri  State  militia,  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pounds.  Mean- 
time the  enemy  were  busy  with  their  artillery, 
throwing  shot  and  shell  at  the  fort  and  into  the 
houses  occupied  by  our  troops.  Our  artillery 
before  mentioned,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Hoffman,  and  one  field-piece,  under  command  of 
Captain  Landes,  Eighteenth  Iowa  infantry,  were 
dririDg  back  the  enemy^s  centre. 

But  the  firing  from  the  guns  inside  the  forts, 
though  well  aimed,  was  not  sufficiently  rapid, 
owing  to  their  being  manned  by  volunteers  with 
only  five  >artillery  soldiers  at  the  three  pieces. 
The  enemy,  about  two  p.m.,  massed  their  forces 
and  advanced  on  our  centre  and  right  Captain 
Landes  with  his  piece  of  artillery  was  ordered  to 
advance  to  the  front  %nd  right  of  the  fort,  which 
order  he  promptly  executed.  He  was  supported 
bj  parts  of  tlu-ee  companies  of  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa,  under  their  respective  commanders.  Cap- 
tains Blue,  Van  Meter,  and  Stonaker.  This  piece 
of  artillery,  owing  to  some  mistake  in  the  deli- 
Tery  of  the  order,  was  placed  in  a  very  exposed 
position.  The  enen^,  perceiving  this,  made  a 
desperate  charge  upon  it  with  overwhelming 
numbers,  killing  the  horses  and  driving  back 
the  support,  and  captured  it  after  a  hivrd  and 
bI(K>dy  contest  Captains  Blue  and  Van  Meter 
fell  mortally  wounded,  and  Captain  Landes  and 
n^y  of  their  brave  comrades  fell  severely 
wounded,  while  some  were  killed.  It  was  now 
between  two  and  three  p.m.  The  enemy  had 
captured  one  piece  of  artillery,  at  the  same  time 
h^id  taken  {Missession  of  an  unfinished  stockade 
M  that  had  been  used  as  a  prison,  and  were 
P^'^ing  hard  on  our  centre  and  right  The 
** Quinine  brigade,"  which  was  placed  under  my 
command,  and  who,  up  to  the  time,  were  station- 
^  in  various  brick  buildings  in  and  around  the 
centre  of  the  town,  were  ordered  to  move  to  the 
front  and  attack  the  enemy.  I  had  the  honor  to 
Icftd  them  in  person,  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Root, 
of  the  Nineteenth  Iowa,  Lieutenant  Wilson,  of 
the  ^hteenth  Iowa,  and  Lieutenant  Boden- 
^mer,  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Missouri  volun- 
teers. 

^e  advanced  to  the  front  and  west  of  the  fort, 
*nd  took  a  position  behind  a  fence,  and  about 
fifty  to  seventy-five  yards  firom  the  rebels,  who 
*rere  likewise  posted  behind  fences,  and  in  and 
v<>und  a  house  to  our  front  After  fighting  for 
near  an  hour,  the  enemy  gave  way  and  fled  pre- 
cipitately from  this  pak  of  the  field.  In  the 
mean  time  they  were  making  strong  efforts  to 
turn  our  right,  and  after  being  driven  from  our 
^'tntrc,  threw  their  main  force  forward  for  that 
purpose,  when  they  were  met  by  the  Seventy- 
«-.'  ond  regiment,  E.  M.  M.,  under  the  command 
of  C<»lonel  Sheppwrd,   the   "  Quinine  brigade," 


under  the  comnaand  of  Lieutenants  Root,  Wil- 
son, and  Bodenhammer,  and  Captain  McAfee, 
who  repulsed  them.  There  were  also  engaged 
at  this  time  the  Third  cavalry,  M.  S.  M.,  Fourth 
cavalry,  M.  S.  M.,  and  the  Second  battery,  Four- 
teenth M.  S.  M.,  and  five  companies  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Iowa,  two  of  which  had  recently  come  to 
our  support,  under  the  command  of  Capt  Evans. 
The  enemy  had  gained  possession  of  several 
houses,  and  were  pouring  into  our  ranks  volley 
after  volley  of  musketry,  while  they  were  en- 
deavoring to  dislodge  them. 

The  cause  became  desperate ;  the  enemy  were 
pressing  hard  upon  our  brave  men,  and  they 
were  yielding  before  the  overwhelming  numbers 
brought  against  them,  when  General  Brown  and 
staff  rode  forward  to  encourage  them,  when  he 
was  treacherously  shot  from  a  house  by  some 
hidden  foe,  and  fell  firom  his  horse. 

He  immediately  remounted,  but  was  unable  to 
remam  in  the  saddle,  and  was  carried  off  the  field. 

This  was  about  four  o'clock  p.m.,  when  I  re- 
ceivet^an  order  from  the  General  to  take  com- 
mand, which  I  immediately  complied  with.  The 
fighting  at  this  time  was  hard.  It  was  one  con- 
tinuous roar  of  musketry  and  artillery. 

The  enemy  had  advanced  at  a  point  beyond 
the  range  of  the  small  arms  of  the  fort,  but  the 
artillery  continued  to  pour  a  heavy  fire  of  shot 
and  shell  into  their  midst,  which  would  cause 
them  to  falter,  but  they  would  again  and  again 
rally. 

The  stockade  fort,  which  they  had  previously 
taken  possession  o^  gave  them  great  protection, 
and  in  and  around  which  they  would  mass  their 
forces,  and  from  which  they  would  make  their 
charges.  They  would  drive  our  men,  and  then, 
in  turn,  be  driven  back.  A  little  after  five 
o'clock  they  made  the  most  desperate  effort  that 
they  had  made  during  the  day,  to  drive  back  our 
forces,  by  throwing  their  whole  force  upon  our 
centre  and  right  wing,  (but  mainly  upon  the 
centre.)  A  party  of  the  Seventy-second  E.  M..  M., 
Fourth  cavaJry,  M.  S.  M.,  (dismounted,)  the  Sec- 
ond battalion,  Fourteenth  cavalry,  M.  S.  M.,  (dis- 
mounted,) part  of  five  companies  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Iowa  infantry,  and  the  *^  Quinine  brigade," 
amounting  in  all  to  about  eight  hundred  men, 
had  to  oppose  the  major  part  of  the  rebel  army, 
amounting  to  three  or  four  times  their  own  niun- 
ber.  But  our  troops  met  them  promptly,  and 
fought  them  most  gallantly  for  near  one  half 
hour,  when  a  part  of  our  lines  began  to  give 
back.  At  this  critical  time  an  officer  command- 
ing a  company  in  the 'Second  battalion.  Four- 
teenth M.  S.  M.,  ordered  his  men  to  horse,  (as  I 
was  afterward  informed,)  and  the  whole  batta- 
lion came  running  in  great  confusion  to  the  rear 
and  took  to  horse.  I  tried  in  vain  to  rally  them 
—  they  seemed  panic-stricken.  This  caused  a 
partial  giving  way  among  the  other  troops. 

I  had  no  difficulty  in  rallying  them,  and  they 
went  again  into  the  fight  It  was  now  near  dark, 
and  the  enemy  were  making  an  additional  de- 
monstration on  our  left 

By  this  time,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pound  com- 
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manding,  had  succeeded  in  re-forming  the  Second 
battalion,  Fourteenth  Missouri  State  militia.  I 
ordered  him  to  advance  on  the  enemy^s  right, 
which  order  he  promptly  executed.  The  enemy 
fired  but  a  few  rounds  and  again  retired,  leaving 
us  in  full  possession  of  this  part  of  the  field. 
Five  additional  companies  of  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thomas  Z.  Cook,  came  to  the  rescue,  whooping 
and  cheering,  which  gave  fresh  courage  to  our 
braye  men,  who  immediately  drove  the  enemy 
before  them  and  back  into  the  stockade  fort 
Colonel  Cook*s  troops  arrived  too  late  to  take 
an  active  part  in  the  engagement  Darkness 
coming  on,  the  firing  gradually  ceased;  after 
which  all  was  quiet,  save  occasional  firing  from 
the  artillery.  The  enemy,  under  cover  of  the 
darkness,  withdrew  from  the  field,  carrying  away 
part  of  their  dead  and  wounded.  I  expected 
them  to  renew  the  attack  on  the  following  morn- 
ing. On  the  morning  of  the  ninth,  they  appear- 
ed in  full  force  to  the  east,  and  about  one  mile 
fit>m  town.  # 

Preparations  were  made  to  receive  them.  A 
cavalry  force  was  sent  forward  to  engage  them 
and  check  their  advance.  But  they  declined  an- 
other engagement,  and  retired  in  haste.  We  did 
not  have  sufficient  force  to  pursue  them.  We 
did  not  have  at,  any  one  time  during  the  day 
more  than  nine  himdred  to  one  thousand  men 
engaged.  The  enemy  had  some  four  thousand 
men,  under  the  command  of  General  Marmaduke, 
and  Shelby,  Gordon,  Gilkey,  Elliott,  McDonald, 
and  others,  (with  three  pieces  of  artillery,)  who 
came  with  the  fiill  expectation  of  an  easy  con- 
quest They  had  invited  their  friends  in  the 
country  to  come,  and  bring  their  wagons — ^prom- 
ising them  all  the  booty  they  could  carry.  But 
thanks  to  a  kind  Providence,  brave  hearts,  and 
strong  arms,  they  were  most  signally  defeated  in 
their  designs  of  plunder.  The  Seventy-second 
regiment  E.  M.  M.,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Henry  Sheppard,  fought  well  and  faithfully  dur- 
ing the  entire  contest  Companies  A,  C,  F,  G, 
and  H,  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa — numbering  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six  men  —  fought  as  "Iowa 
boys"  know  how  to  fight  Their  heavy  loss  and 
bloody  record  is  proof  of  their  valor.  The  "  Qui- 
nine brigade"  (made  up  of  men  from  Iowa,  Illi- 
nois, Wisconsin,  and  other  States)  fought  like 
"  heroes,"  "  Spartans,"  and  "  veterans,"  as  their 
respective  commanders  report  All  the  troops, 
with  a  few  exceptions,  did  their  duty. 

I  cannot  forbear  to  say  that  to  the  vigOance 
of  General  Brown,  his  promptness  in  preparing 
to  meet  the  enemy,  and  to  his  coolness,  courage, 
and  personal  supervision  of  the  troops  in  battle, 
while  under  his  command,  are  we  in  a  great 
measure  indebted  for  our  success.  He  has,  by 
his  conduct,  endeared  himself  to  those  under  his 
command.  Lieutenant  Richard  Root,  company 
K,  Nineteenth  Iowa,  (who  arrived  during  the 
fight,)  Lieut  S.  A  Wilson,  company  F,  Eigh- 
teenth Iowa,  Lieut  Bodenhammer,  and  Captain 
McAfee,  who  were  in  command  of  the  "  Quinine 
brigade,"  and  Captain  W.  H.  Evans,  of  company 


F,  Eighteenth  Iowa,  Dr.  Whitney,  of  the  Fourth 
M.  S.  M.,  (cavalry,)  (who  took  a  gun  tad  fought) 
and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wynes,  Post  Chaplain,  (who, 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  assisted  in  removing 
the  wounded  from  the  battle-field,)  deserre  great 
praise  for  theur  gallant  conduct  during  Uie  en- 
gagement I  am  under  many  obligations  to 
Miyor  Steger,  Lieutenants  Campion  and  Blodgei, 
(members  of  General  Brown^s  staff,)  for  the  effi- 
cient service  they  rendered  me.  There  are  manj 
other  officers  and  men  deserving  of  hononhie 
mention.  We  lost  fourteen  kiUed,  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  wounded,  and  four  missing— mak- 
ing a  total  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missmg,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-twa 

The  enemy's  loss  cannot  be  definitdy  ascer- 
tained. Their  own  estimate  of  their  losses  range 
fit>m  two  to  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded 
Amon^  their  slain  is  a  major.  We  captured  sev- 
eral prisoners,  and  among  them  two  dommissioD- 
ed  officers.  We  buried  a  part  of  their  dead,  and 
have  some  sixty  to  eighty  of  their  wounded  to 
take  care  of 

I  send  herewith  attached  a  detailed  report  of 
the  killed,  etc. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  B.  CaiBn, 

Major-Gknend  S.  R  CTTima, 

Oomimuidltig  DepartmeBt  of  the  WaevA, 

GENERAL  HOLLAND'S  REPORT. 

HiAOQUAsmn  Foubts  District,  R  1L  It, ) 
SPuxoncLD,  Jannaiy  11,  IStt.    ( 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report ; 

On  the  evening  of  the  seventh  insi  Brigadier- 
General  E.  B.  Brown,  commanding  South-west 
department  of  Missouri,  received  intelligence 
from  a  scouting-party,  composed  of  detachments 
of  the  Fourteenth  M.  S.  M.  and  Sevoibr-^^ 
regiment  E.  M.  M.,  under  command  of  OaptaiQ 
Burch,  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy,  said  to 
be  six  thousand  strong,  under  command  of  Geo. 
Marmaduke,  were  moving  on  I^iwrence  Mill,  Ta- 
ney Coimty,  from  Dubuque,  AHl,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  attacking  this  place,  to  capture  the  depot 
of  arms  and  stores,  and  to  destroy  all  oommo* 
nication  with  the  army  of  the  frontier  and  St 
Louis. 

Immediately  orders  were  despatched  by  me  to 
Colonel  Johnson,  Twenty- sixth  regiment,  CoL 
Sheppard,  Seventy-second  regiment,  CoL  Bovd, 
Seventy-fourth  regiment,  E.  M.  M.,  to  all  in  all 
their  furloughed  men,  and  concentrate  them  im- 
mediately  at  this  post ;  also  to  detached  compa- 
nies in  Dade  and  Lawrence  counties. 

In  the  course  of  the  night  information  was  rt- 
ceived  confirming  the  report  of  the  eaemfs  ad- 
vance. <  At  daylieht  on  the  e^hth,  the  troops 
stationed  at  Ozark  arrived,  reporting  the  enemj 
had  arrived  and  burned  their  post ;  and  by  ten 
o'clock  A.M.  our  pickets  were  attacked,  and  he 
appeared  on  the  edge  of  the  prairie,  aoath-east  of 
town. 

The  enemy  at  once  planted  his  battery,  v"} 
commenced  firing  upon  the  town  and  Fori  Ko.  4, 
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commtnding  the  approach  from  the  south,  while 
Uie  civalry,  conaisting  of  detachments  of  the 
Third,  Fourth,  and  Fourteenth  M.  S.  M.,  were 
formed  on  the  left  of  the  fort,  charged  on  the 
enemy's  right 

General  Brown  formed  his  line  of  battle  with 
deUchments  of  cayabry  on  the  left,  south-east  of 
town,  a  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  in- 
fmtrj  on  their  right ;  Fort  No.  4,  mounting  two 
euns,  garrisoned  with  company  C,  CoL  Boyd's 
SeTen^-fourth  regiment,  £.  M.  M.,  Capt  PhillipB 
and  convalescent  soldiers,  commanded  by  Lieut 
Hoffinao,  of  the  First  Missouri  artillery,  connected 
with  the  army  of  the  frontier ;  and  a  brick  college 
inclosed  on  three  sides  with  {Mdisades,  used  for  a 
nilitaiy  prison,  bdng  the  centre.  Colonel  Shep- 
ptfd's  regiment  £.  M.  M.  in&ntry  to  the  right  of 
the  college,  flanXed  on  his  right  by  detachments 
of  caraliy,  with  Fort  Na  1  about  one  half-mile  to 
the  rear,  being  the  extreme  right,  which  was  gar- 
risoned br  the  Eighteenth  Iowa  and  citizens. 

The  skirmishing  with  cavalry  on  our  left,  with 
irtillery-firing,  continued  with  but  trifling  loss 
until  two  o'clock  p.m.,  when  the  enemy  ezteqded 
hij  left,  and  advanced  his  right  and  whole  line 
toward  Fort  No.  4^  After  some  sharp  fighting 
he  was  repulsed  from  the  fort,  but  succeeded  in 
capturing  one  piece  of  artillery,  which,  in  chaiige 
of  a  smdl  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa, 
was  adranced  too  far  to  the  front,  the  horses 
being  killed,  and  th^men  compelled  to  retire 
with  heavy  loss.  Upon  the  repulse  fr^m  Fort 
^0. 4,  the  enemy  combined  his  attack  upon  our 
^i  wing,  composed  of  Colonel  Sheppard's  regi- 
peut,  when  the  hardest  and  most  decisive  fight- 
ing of  the  day  took  place. 

This  regiment  maintuned  its  ground  against 
overwhelming  numbers,  for  more  than  an  hour, 
of  the  enemy's  whole  infantry,  assisted  by  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  two  guns  from  Fort  No. 
4  played  upon  the  enemy  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  time,  with  considerable  effect 

Colonel  Sheppaj^  was  compelled  to  fall  back 
in  the  direction  of  Fort  No.  1,  taking  advantage 
of  the  scattered  houses  to  continue  the  fight  as 
^/retired.  After  falling  back  some  three  hun- 
^  yards,  they  were  rallied,  and  made  a  spirited 
charge  upon  the  enemy,  driving  them  back  south 
of  the  Fayetteville  road,  being  assisted  on  their 
left  by  a  detachment  of  Iowa  troops  under  Col- 
onel B.  Crabb. 

The  enemy  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of 
the  college  building,  a  strong  position,  enabling 
their  sharpshooters  to  check  our  further  advance 
^til  night  closed  the  contest 

Late  in  the  day,  M^jor  A.  C.  Graves,  of  my 
^1  Brigade  Commissary,  who  was  acting  as 
aid-decamp,  was  mortally  wounded,  shot  by  a 
tDusket4>aU  in  left  breast  Lieutenant  D.  J. 
McCrosk^,  company  A,  Seventy-second  regi- 
^<«t,  &  H.  M.,  killed ;  Mi\jor  John  Hombeak, 
Wounded  in  arm ;  Lieutenant  W.  F.  Lane,  com- 
ply K,  Seventy-second  regiment,  leg  broken ; 
^eants  Burling  and  Campbell  killed^  and  Ser- 
gei Baimy  mortally  wounded. 


Annexed  in  hand  is  a  statement  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing,  of  my  command. 

I  take  pleasure  in  reporting  the  valuable  aid 
afforded  me  by  members  of  my  staff  on  the  field, 
Majors  Sheppard,  Bishop,  Graves,  and  Clarke. 
Also,  volunteer  aid,  Lieutenant  Mathis  of  Eightii 
Missouri  cavalry,  volunteers. 

I  am  proud  to  report  the  bravery  of  my  com« 
mand,  being  raw  troops,  who  have  been  greatly 
mali^ed  by  enemies  of  the  Union,  and  some 
politicians  of  the  State,  and  can  assure  the  Com- 
mander-in-chief of  their  readiness  to  defend  the 
Constitution  and  support  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  and  this  State,  not  only  with  words, 
but  by  the  sacrifice  of  their  lives,  as  they  have 
so  abundantly  proved  by  their  conduct  on  the 
now  still  more  memorable  day,  the  eighth  of 
January. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  B.  Holland, 

Brig.-Gen.  Conunandlng  Fourth  District,  B.M.M. 

To  Col.  Wm.  D.  Wood, 

Acting  A^QtantCknerml,  Mo. 

NEW-TORK  "TIBIES"  ACCOUNT. 
SPtUHoriBLD,  Mo.,  Monday,  January  12,  1868w 

On  Thursday,  the  eighth  of  January,  the  anni- 
versary of  the  battle  of  New-Orleans,  a  body  of 
rebels  under  Marmaduke,  attacked  the  city  of 
Springfield,  Mo.  A  battle  was  fought  in  the 
southern  suburbs  of  the  town,  and  the  enemy 
was  promptly  and  effectually  repulsed.  So  much 
the  telegraph  informed  the  readers  of  the  Times^ 
several  days  ago.  If  steam  will  do  its  work  as 
well  as  lightning,  they  shall  now  have  a  detailed 
and  authentic  account  of  the  fight 

General  Marmaduke,  the  commander  of  the 
rebel  forces  in  this  battle,  is,  I  believe,  a  gradu- 
ate of  West-Point  Next  to  General  Price,  he  is 
the  most  highly  esteemed  officer,  from  Missouri, 
in  the  confederate  army.  In  the  earlier  battles 
of  Cave  Hill  and  Prairie  Grove,  however,  in  which 
he  commanded  a  brigade,  he  was  twice  defeated. 
Marmaduke*B  brigade  is  composed  of  the  fiower 
of  the  Missouri  rebel  troops,  and  embraces  three 
regiments,  which  are  commanded  respectively  by 
Cols.  Gordon,  Gilkey,  and  Thomson.  The  latter 
was  formerly  Coffee^s  own  regiment  In  the 
batle  of  Springfield,  Marmaduke  acted  as  com- 
mander of  a  division,  including  Shelby's  brigade, 
as  well  as  his  own,  with  the  St  I^uis  Legion  un- 
der Emmet  McDonald,  and  some  other  fi^ment- 
ary  squadrons  of  cavalry.  His  troops  were  all 
cavaliy,  except  one  battery  of  artillery. 

The  officers  whom  I  have  named,  foiled  in  their 
previous  attempts  to  enter  Missouri,  determined 
to  proceed  down  the  Arkansas  River  to  Spadry^s 
Bluf^  near  Clarksville;  and  thence  to  make  a 
daring  raid  upon  Springfield,  leaving  the  army  of 
the  frontier  so  far  to  the  west  as  to  be  ignorant 
of  the  movement,  until  it  should  be  too  late  to 
prevent  it  The  object  of  this  raid  was  the  de- 
struction of  the  vast  quantities  of  commissary 
and  quartermaster's  stores  which  are  here.  Had 
it  been  as  successful  in  its  execution  as  it  was 
bold  in  its  conception,  the  army  of  the  frontier 
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would  have  been  reduced  to  terrible  straits,  and 
might,  perhaps,  have  even  fallen  a  prey  to  Hind- 
man. 

Before  describing  the  actual  conflict,  it  may  be 
well  to  mention  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Spring- 
field, before  the  battle. 

The  city  of  Springfield,  like  most  towns  in  the 
South  and  West,  is  laid  out  around  a  large  pub- 
lic square  in  the  centre.  The  court-house,  the 
bank,  the  hotels,  the  principal  stores — ^in  fact,  all 
prominent  edifices — are  on  or  near  the  central 
square.  From  this  geographical  and  mercantile 
focus,  the  four  principal  streets  proceed,  east, 
west,  north,  and  south,  at  right  angles  to  each 
other.  The  other  streets  of  the  city  are  parallel 
to  these.  In  the  system  of  fortification  adopted, 
for  the  defence  of  Springfield,  the  forts  are  placed 
as  follows : 

Fort  No.  1  is  near  the  west  street,  a  little  north 
of  it,  and  about  one  mile  from  the  square.  This 
is  a  pentagonal  fort,  with  five  bastions,  and  is 
almost  impregnable.  It  incloses  ten  acres  of 
ground,  and  is  provided  with  wells,  and  a  maga- 
zine. Its  parapet  and  ditch  are  each  twenty 
feet  in  width.  It  wants  but  little  of  entire  com- 
pletion. 

Near  the  same  street,  but  a  little  south  of  it, 
and  at  about  the  same  distance  fi'om  the  centre 
of  the  city,  is  Fort  No.  2,  upon  a  hill  directly 
opposite  Fort  No.  1.  In  its  present  unfinished 
condition,  this  fort  would  be  of  more  service  to 
an  enemy  attacking  us  than  to  ourselves. 

On  the  south  street,  within  the  city  limits,  not 
one  half-mile  firom  the  public  square,  is  Fort  No. 
4,  which  was  the  only  fort  directly  attacked  by 
the  enemy  on  last  Thursday.  It  is  a  small  but 
strong  work,  with  two  bastions,  one  of  which 
projects  across  the  south  street,  and  commands 
the  road  in  both  directions. 

Fort  No.  6  is  another  unfinished  work  upon 
the  east  street,  about  half-a-mile  fi'om  the  square. 
Other  forts  are  projected,  but  not  yet  begim. 

The  city  thus  fortified  lies  half  in  the  prairie 
and  hAlf  in  the  timber.  Upon  the  north  and 
east  all  is  forest ;  upon  the  south  and  west  the 
country  'h  entirely  open.  The  rebels  chose  to 
make  theu*  attack  fi*om  the  south,  which  was  an 
error,  for  two  reasons.  First,  because  they  were 
more  exposed  to  our  view,  in  their  advance  from 
the  south,  than  they  would  have  been  fi'om  the 
east ;  secondly,  because  the  north  and  east  side 
of  the  town  were  not  defended  by  forts. 

At  the  time  of  the  battle  the  army  of  the  fron- 
tier was  at  Fayetteville,  and  in  that  vicinity.  The 
militia,  under  Generals  Brown  and  Holland,  were 
very  much  scattered  over  South-West  Missouri. 
There  were  in  Springfield  not  more  than  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  troops  capable  of  service,  if  in- 
deed there  were  so  many;  while  Marmaduke^s 
men  numbered  from  two  thousand  to  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred.  Our  men  were  nearly  all  State 
militia  and  enrolled  militia,  except  the  Eighteenth 
Iowa  infantry,  who  were  raw ;  wnile  Mannaduke*8 
command  had  been  seasoned  in  numerous  en- 
gagements. The  rebels  doubtless  supposed  that 
we  would  surrender  or  retreat  at  the  first  fire. 


Until  the  very  night  before  the  attadc,  their 
approach  was  entirely  unknown,  except  to  a  few 
of  their  own  friends.  On  Wednesdav  erening  re- 
ports were  brought  to  General  E.  B.  Brown,  com- 
mander of  the  district  of  South-West  Missouri, 
that  five  or  six  thousand  rebel  cavalry  were  mov- 
ing northward  from  White  River,  for  an  attack 
on  Springfield.  Whether  the  report  was  true  or 
false,  it  was  impossible  to  determine,  but  every 
preparation  was  made  to  defend  the  place  fron 
any  force  which  might  make  its  appearance.  Dur- 
ing the  night  the  Commissary  removed  fiftj  thou- 
sand rations  to  Fort  No.  1.  The  Medical  Direc- 
tor organized  and  armed  the  **  Quinine  brigide" 
of  convalescents  from  the  various  hospitals.  The 
Quartermaster  loaded  all  his  wagons  and  started 
them  north  toward  Bolivar.  Cani)pn  were  mount- 
ed on  Forts  Nos.  1  and  4 ;  ammunition  distribut- 
ed, scouts  sent  out,  hospitals  prepared  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  wounded,  despatches  sent  to  St 
Louis — in  a  word,  tlje  night  was  turned  into  day. 
Even  some  of  the  secesh  women  here  were  busy, 
preparing  to  feast  the  rebel  officers,  upon  their 
arrival.  At  least  three  rebel  spies  were  in  town 
that  night,  and  Emmett  McDonald,  the  long-hair- 
ed, sent  word  by  one  of  them  to  Mrs. ,  that 

he  would  take  tea  with  her  on  Thursday. 

On  Thursday  morning  the  work  of  preparation 
was  continued,  although  the  general  feeling  among 
the  soldiers  was :  "  We  may  hold  the  town,  and 
we  will  not  give  it  up  without  a  fight;  but  we 
shall  probably  l^e  whipped." 

At  one  o'clock  the  enemy  showed  tbemfdves 
upon  the  prairie  south  of  the^town.  Without  one 
word  of  notice  to  remove  the  women  and  chikiren, 
they  opened  fire  upon  the  town  with  sob'd  sh»>t» 
though  they  knew  that  scores  of  their  own  fiiend-s 
both  women  and  prisoners,  were  exposed  to  the 
same  danger  as  our  loyal  citizens.  I  had  thought 
that  this  infamy  was  reserved  for  Mumaduke 
alone ;  but  I  learn  that  Hindman  did  the  same 
thing  at  Van  Buren,  in  Arkansas.  ^*  Gentlemen," 
said  General  Brown,  who  stood  on  the  south-west 
bastion  of  Fort  No.  4,  "  this  is  unprecedented ;  it 
is  barbarous  1" 

After  several  shots  from  the  rebels,  our  cannon 
replied.  Gen.  Brown  himself  directing  the  firing. 
His  courage  was  conspicuous.  As  the  balls  whis- 
tled close  over  our  heads,  the  men  and  even  some 
of  the  officers  would  dodge,  but  the  General  stood 
immovable,  proudly  erect 

The  fight  then  opened  with  some  skirmishing 
of  the  cavalry.  Our  cavalry  was  posted  in  front 
a  half-mile  south  of  Fort  No.  4.  My  blood  quick- 
ened its  flow,  as  I  watched  our  brave  boys  gallop 
forward  to  the  charge,  then  saw  the  enonj  gal- 
loping in  a  long  line  to  meet  them,  and  beard  the 
snarp,  rapid  firing  of  carbines,  on  both  side< 
After  each  charge  and  fire,  both  parties  would  turn 
and  gallop  bac^  with  small  loss  on  either  side. 

This  did  not  last  long.  The  Third  M.  S.  M., 
(cavalry,)  under  CoL  King,  retired  to  a  line  run- 
ning east  fit)m  the  fort ;  the  Fourth  V.  S.  M., 
(cavalry,)  under  Col.  Hall,  retired  to  a  line  run- 
ning west  from  the  fort,  and  the  enemy  made  their 
first  attack  upon  GoL  King's  side.    The  Seventy- 
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second  enrolled  militia^  (infantry,)  under  Colonel 
Henry  Sheppard,  were  ordered  forward  with  two 
or  three  companies  of  the  Eig:hteenth  Iowa  infan- 
try, and  one  brass  piece.  The  enemy  moved  their 
battery  to  a  point  directly  in  front  of  ours,  and 
fought  for  some  time,  but  with  little  audacity ;  then 
abandoned  the  attack  at  this  point 

Upon  the  other  side  of  the  fort,  and  within  rifle- 
range,  was  a  two-story  brick  building,  designed 
for  an  academy,  but  occupied  during  the  summer 
and  winter  as  a  prison  for  rebels.  Around  this 
building  was  a  stockade,  fifteen  feet  high,  with 
loop-holes  for  muskets.  The  rebels  now  deter- 
mined to  approach  the  fort  under  cover  of  this 
stockade. 

After  marching  back,  therefore,  they  moved  in 
first-rate  order,  and  upon  the  double-quick,  to  our 
ri^ht  I  must  state  here,  that  at  this  time  they 
were  all  dismounted  and  fighting  on  foot  Hav- 
bg  a  shorter  distance  to  traverse,  they  arrived 
first,  and  took  their  position  in  the  following  or- 
der: Next  to  the  fort  were  the  enrolled  militia; 
npon  their  right  was  the  Third  M.  S.  M. ;  and  the 
Fourth  M.  S.  M.  were  still  further  to  the  right 
The  line  extended  nearly  to  Port  No.  1,  ill  which 
were  stationed  the  Eighteenth  Iowa.  In  Fort 
No.  4  were  the  Quinine  brigade  and  some  other 
fragments  of  companies. 

The  enemy  now  approached  in  good  order,  un- 
til they  came  within  gun-shot,  when  they  began 
to  crawl  upon  the  ground,  like  Indians,  with  ad- 
mirable skill,  from  one  stump  to  another,  shelter- 
ing themselves  as  much  as  possible,  but  keeping 
np  a  deadly  fire.  Not  many  hundred  men  were 
engaged  at  this  time,  but  the  crack  of  rifles  was 
continuous,  like  the  roll  of  thunder,  and  the  ene- 
my s  grape  hurtled  along  over  our  heads  in  a  way 
that  was  dangerous.  Col.  Sheppard' s  regiment 
of  enrolled  militia  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fieht 
Thej  had  never  before  been  in  battle,  but  they 
stood  their  ground  like  heroes,  until  the  fire  be- 
came too  hot  to  be  endured,  when  they  fell  back 
dowly  and  in  good  order,  but  steadily,  in  spite  of 
»0  efforts  on  the  part  of  their  officers  to  stay  them. 
Their  retreat  enabled  the  rebels  to  take  posses- 
sion of  the  stockade  around  the  academy,  and  to 
approach  near  enough  to  the  fort  to  engage  the 
Quinine  brigade,  who  opened  a  murderous  fusi- 
l^e  over  the  parapet,  killing  some  within  fifty 
yards  of  the  ditch^ 

,  Finding  it  impossible  to  rally  his  men,  General 
Holland,  of  the  B.  M.  M.,  gave  the  order  to  fall 
Wk  on  Fort  Na  1.  The  regiment  went  steadily 
^k,  going  slower  and  slower,  until  they  became 
ashamed  of  going  back  at  all.  General  Holland, 
perceiving  that  their  courage  was  returning,  cried, 
"  Follow  me !"  and  dashed  forward,  followed  by  the 
whole  line,  who  set  up  a  yell  of  defiance  and  delight 

At  the  same  time  Gen.  Brown  proposed  to  his 
body-guard  to  charge,  which  they  did  in  gallant 
ftyle,  the  General  riding  at  their  head,  almost 
into  the  very  midst  of  the  rebels.  Some  miser- 
able wretch  took  too  good  aim  at  him.  A  ball 
struck  hun  in  the  left  arm,  shattering  the  bone 
Qp  to  the  socket  He  fell  from  his  horse  and  was 
carried  off  the  field.     The  command  thenceforth  t 


devolved  upon  Colonel  Crabb,  of  the  Nineteenth 
Iowa. 

•  From  this  time,  the  fight  was  carried  on,  upon 
both  sides,  entirely  from  behind  fences  and  houses, 
with  little  method,  and  with  still  less  organiza- 
tion. Every  man  took  his  own  station,  and  fired 
at  his  own  pleasure.  Ailer  the  militia  stopped 
retreating  and  again  began  to  advance,  they  never 
lost  an  inch  of  ground.  The  rebels  were  driven 
out  of  one  house  after  another,  back  to  the  stock- 
ade, from  which  it  was  impossible  to  dislodgo 
them. 

As  the  militia  advanced,  a  brass  piece,  with  two 
companies  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  was  ordered 
forward  to  their  support ;  but,  in  consequence  of 
some  unaccountable  blunder  in  conveying  the  or- 
der, it  passed  along  the  wrong  street,  and  actually 
took  its  position  upon  a  street-comer  in  the  rear 
of  the  stockade,  and  outside  our  lines.  The  ene- 
my saw  their  advantage,  made  a  rush,  and  cap- 
tured the  cannon,  after  shooting  every  horse,  both 
captains,  one  lieutenant,  and  more  than  half  the 
men. 

At  night  the  battle  ended,  having  lasted  five 
hours.  Time  never  before  seemed  to  me  to  pass 
so  rapidly.  The  enemy  had  suffered  more  severely 
than  we.  Their  loss  was  probably  over  two  hun- 
dred ;  but  ours  was  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty 
killed  and  wounded,  out  of  not  more  than  one 
thousand.  The  enrolled  militia,  who  are  univer- 
sally acknowledged  to  have  been  the  heroes  of  the 
day,  had  lost  more  than  one  sixth  of  their  entire 
number.  Out  of  our  little  army,  twenty  com- 
missioned and  non-commissioned  officers  had 
fallen. 

At  the  close  of  the  day,  the  Eighteenth  Iowa, 
jfrom  Fort  No.  1,  marched  out  South  street,  in 
splendid  order.  A  cry  was  raised  that  we  were 
reenforced.  The  men  set  up  a  tremendous  shout, 
which  must  have  stricken  terror  to  the  hearts  of 
our  besiegers ;  for  although  they  largely  outnum- 
bered us,  and  had  actually  gained  a  foothold 
within  the  limits  of  the  city,  they  retreated  with ' 
all  possible  silence  and  secrecy,  under  cover  of 
the  night  They  carried  their  wounded  with  them, 
except  about  eighty,  who  fell  into  our  hands. 
They  left  seventeen  dead  upon  the  field,  and 
twenty-four  graves  of  others  were  afterward  found 
in  Col.  Phelps^s  field,  south  of  the  town.  Among 
their  killed  and  wounded  ofllcers  were  Major 
Bowman,  Captains  Flint,  Frazier,  Fitsworth,  and 
Woodsmall ;  and  Lieutenants  Richardson,  Bufi- 
ington,  M.  P.  Stewart,  and  F.  M.  Green. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  current  of  feeling  in 
our  midst  had  changed.  Our  troops  were  confident 
and  even  exultant  They  awaited  the  renewal  of 
the  attack,  not  only  with  equanimity,  but  with 
eagerness.  We  were,  however,  disappointed.  The 
battle  was  not  renewed,  although  a  small  party , 
of  rebel  cavalry  made  a  feint  at  the  eastern  side 
of  the  town,  to  amuse  us  and  cover  the  retreat  of 
the  main  body. 

The  scenes  in  Springfield  among  the  women 
and  children  wore  interesting.  Our  secessionists 
were  delighted  in  the  morning,  at  night  crest- 
fallen.    Several  loyal  families  were  reft  of  all  pro- 
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perty  by  the  conflagration  of  their  houses.  Dwell- 
ing-houses in  all  parts  of  the  city  were  pierced 
with  shot  and  shelL  In  several  houses  shell  had 
exploded.  One  exploded  in  a  room  where  there 
were  four  women  and  two  children  lying  upon 
the  floor,  covered  with  feather-beds.  Windows 
were  shattered  by  bullets,  fences  were  torn  down 
and  destroyed ;  in  many  places  the  ground  was 
soaked  with  blood.  Ruin  and  desolation  were 
everywhere.  But  our  victory  compensates  for  all, 
for  by  that  victory  we  have  saved  the  army  of  the 
frontier. 

Among  our  own  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
were  Brig. -Gen.  E.  B.  Brown,  of  the  M.  S.  M. ; 
Major  John  Hombeak,  Major  A.  C.  Graves,  Cap- 
tains Blue,  Landis,  and  Van  Meter,  of  the  Eigh- 
teenth Iowa ;  Lieutenants  H.  W.  Blodgett,  A.D.O., 
A.  B.  Conway,  John  Vaughn  and  D.  J.  McCroskey. 

Special  praise  is  due  to  the  enrolled  militia, 
part  of  the  Eighteenth  Iowa,  the  Quinine  bri- 
gade, and  the  citizens,  who  fought  as  desperately 
as  the  trained  soldiers. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  awarded  General 
Brown,  for  his  promptness,  courage,  discretion, 
and  decision ;  I  may  add,  for  his  fortitude,  also. 
He  has  been  much  overlooked  by  higher  authori- 
ties, much  maligned  by  some  of  those  under  him, 
and  even  accused  of  cowardice.  But  his  men 
now  regard  him  with  universal  confidence  and 
affection.  There  is  one  general  feeling  of  sym- 
pathy ibr  him,  and  of  regret  that  his  arm  is  ruin- 
ed. It  was  not  amputated,  but  four  inches  of 
the  bone  next  the  shoulder-joint,  including  the 
ball  which  fitted  into  the  socket^  have  been  ex- 
tracted, leaving  his  arm  to  hang  helpless  at  his 
side  forever.  Kickapoo. 
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BATTLE    OP   HARTSVILLE,  MO. 

REPOBT  OF  aSNERAL  WARREN. 

HBADQUAvms,  HoirtToa,  Bfo.,  Jan.  16, 1868. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  opera- 
tions of  my  force  against  the  combined  troops  of 
General  Marroaduke  and  Colonel  Porter.  Im- 
mediately on  the  receipt  of  a  copy  of  the  tele- 
gram from  Brig.-General  Brown,  conunanding  at 
Springfield,  January  ninth,  informing  Major-Gen. 
Curtis  of  the  advance  of  a  column'  of  six  thou- 
sand rebels  toward  Springfield,  I  ordered  Colonel 
Merrill,  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  senior  officer, 
to  move  with  seven  hundred  men,  infantry,  caval- 
ry, and  one  section  of  artillery,  by  a  forced 
march,  to  Springfield,  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  there.  My  own  health  incapacitated 
me  from  the  fatigue  of  the  expedition.  For 
greater  speed  and  progress,  I  sent  with  them  a 
heavy  transportation  train  for  the  use  of  the  in- 
fiintry.  They  reached  Hartsville  at  six  o'clock 
A.M.,  Saturday,  and  learned  that  Porter's  column  i 
had  passed  through,  taking  the  Marshfield  road. 
Here  CoL  Merrill  was  reinforced  by  one  hundred 
and  fiay  men  of  the  Third  Iowa  and  Third  Mis- 
souri cavalry,  sent  by  me  to  overtake  and  join 
them.     The  command  pushed  on  some  miles  to- 


ward Springfield,  and  halted  for  sapper  and  rest 
on  Wood's  Fork. 

No  indications  of  the  enemy  were  observed 
until  the  reveille  was  sounded,  at  two  o'clock 
Sunday  morning,  when  our  scouts  reported  the 
advance  of  a  heavy  column  in  the  dunectioa  of 
Springfield.  Our  position  was  a  most  unfortun- 
ate one,  being  an  open  space  on  the  margin  of 
the  river,  with  high  swells  of  ground,  coverod 
with  timber  and  brush  surrounding.  The  com- 
mand was  thrown  into  line  of  battle,  and  skir- 
mishers sent  out  to  dispute  the  advance.  Bri;^ 
firing  was  kept  up  for  an  hour,  during  which 
Captain  Bradway,  company  £,  Tfaird  Missouri 
cavalry,  was  killed,  when  the  enemy  fell  back  in 
a  southerly  direction.  This  was  a  most  &vorible 
moment  for  us.  Had  they  made  a  stand  with 
their  combined  forces,  they  would  have  complete- 
ly enveloped  the  command,  and  cut  them  to 
pieces.  Sending  out  a  pursuing  force  of  cayahy, 
Colonel  Merrill  resumed  his  mi^ch  on  the  Harts- 
ville road,  and  soon  discovered  that  the  reb«l 
force  was  swinging  round  and  moving  on  Hirts- 
ville  by  the  old  Springfield  road.  The  caviliy 
were  promptly  ordered  to  a  trot,  and  the  artiUery 
thrown  to  the  firont,  while  the  infiintry  came  up 
on  double-quick  in  gallant  style.  CoL  Merrill's 
dispositions  were  made  with  great  judgment  and 
coolness.  The  artillery  took  position  on  a  hicr- 
able  location  west  of  the  court-house ;  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Illinois  formed  the  rights  flanked  on  the 
left  by  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  both  in  a  cover  of 
low  brush,  while  the  left,  composed  of  detach- 
ments of  the  Third  Iowa  and  Third  Missouri 
cavalry,  dismounted,  extended  in  an  attenuated 
line  on  the  Lebanon  road,  also  screened  by  a 
sparse  undergrowth. 

Our  artillery  opened  fire  at  eleven  o'dock. 
The  position  of  their  troops  was — one  thousand 
thrown  out  three  and  a  half  miles  on  the  Hous- 
ton road ;  one  thousand  held  the  town  approach 
fVom  Springfield;  one  thousand  rested  oo  the 
Gasconade,  south  of  town,  covered  by  a  high 
bluff;  while  twenty-five  hundred  to  tmnee  thou- 
sand men  were  in  the  open  field  in  firont  of  our 
line,  and  occupying  the  coort^iouse  and  otht? 
buildings  in  the  town.  Their  artillery  (five  |Heoes) 
was  in  battery  on  a  high  bluff  east  of  town,  and 
to  occupy  it,  they  used  a  road  cut  by  my  ordtf 
for  the  same  purpose  during  my  fonoer  oocupancj 
of  Hartsville.  The  officers  in  command  with 
Generals  Marmaduke  and  McDonald  were  Cols> 
Porter,  Thompson,  Burbridge,  Shelby,  Henkle. 
Jeffirey,  and  CampbelL  The  battle  <^>ened,  after 
the  fire  of  artillery,  by  a  charee  of  J<^.v  s 
cavalry  (seven  himdred)  on  our  ^ole  linoL  The 
infiuitry,  lying  flat,  held  themselyes  with  great 
coolness  until  the  line  was  in  easy  range,  when 
they  fired  with  great  accumcy,  ind  tbrew  the 
whole  force  into  utter  con(usi<ML  From  this  time 
until  half-past  four  the  firing  was  inoessattt,  hot 
smaller  bodies  of  men  were  brooriit  out,  and  al- 
though at  times  both  flanks  and  the  centre  were 
heavily  pressed,  no  lai^ge  column  moved  up.  Our 
men  held  their  cover  and  did  fine  execution, 
while  the  artillery  sheUed  the  enemy  from  the 
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ooort  and  other  houses.  At  this  time,  (three 
o'clock)  had  we  a  reserve  of  five  hundred  nien, 
we  could  have  broken  their  line,  and  compelled 
their  retreat  in  disorder,  but  every  man  was  re- 
quired to  hold  our  only  avenue  of  retreat  on  the 
Lebanon  road,  where  our  communication  was 
constantly  threatened.  The  enemy  commenced 
fiiUing  back — as  I  am  informed  by  Lieutenant 
Brown,  of  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry,  taken  prison- 
er while  reconnoitring  at  Wood's  Fork,  during 
the  first  fight — at  three  o'clock,  and  the  retreat 
became  general  at  twilight  In  the  mean  time, 
our  artillery  ammunition  being  nearly  spent,  Col. 
Merrill,  ignorant  of  their  movements,  ordered  the 
detachments  to  fall  back  on  the  Lebanon  road, 
which  they  did  in  perfect  order,  with  their  whole 
truih'portation,  losing  not  even  a  musket  or  cart- 
nige-box.  Our  loss,  as  by  statements  appended 
herewith,  is  seven  killed  and  sixty-four  woimded, 
five  prisoners  and  two  missir\g.  Theirs  is  large 
in  men  and  officers.  From  subsequent  details  I  am 
satisfied  it  will  exceed  three  hundred  killed  and 
wounded^^besides  two  lieutenants  and  twenty- 
seren  privates  prisoners.  Among  the  killed 
(whose  bodies  were  recognized  at  Hartsville)  are 
Brigadier-General  Emmet  McDonald,  Colonels 
Thompson  and  Uinkle,  Major  Rubley,  Captain 
Turpin,  and  two  lieutenants,  names  unknown, 
Colonel  Porter,  mortally  wounded  —  since  dead. 
Captain  Crocker,  well  known  in  Western  Mis- 
souri, and  two  other  captains  severely  wounded. 
Ooe  piece  of  their  artillery  was  dismounted  and 
abandoned.  They  retreated  toward  Houston, 
hut  on  Monday  changed  their  direction  and 
niored  rapidly  south  toward  the  North  Fork  of 
\\hit«  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Indian  Creek, 
^here  they  paroled  and  released  Lieutenant 
Brown  and  the  other  prisoners.  General  Mar- 
°]^uke,  several  times  on  the  march,  expressed 
his  wonder  at  the  bravery  of  our  troops,  repeat- 

^g:  "VYhy,  Lieutenant,  your  boys  fought  like 

dcTils." 

I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  admiration  of 
their  conduct  The  Twenty-first  Iowa  and 
^'mety-ninth  Illinois  were  never  before  under 
^J<  yet  not  a  single  man  or  officer  flinched. 
Nothing  could  have  been  finer  than  their  steadi- 
n<^?s  and  discipline.  The  Third  Iowa  and  Third 
Missouri  cavalry  were  equally  cool  and  determin- 
^;  bat  they  hare  before  seen  dangerous  service. 
Where  all  were  so  brave,  I  am  embarrassed  to 
<listnbute  commendation. 

To  Colonel  Merrill,  in  command  of  the  force,  I 
^  under  high  obligations  for  his  prudent  firm- 
ness and  good  dispositions.  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Dunlap,  Twenty-first  Iowa,  was  conspicuous, 
nittch  exposed  and  wounded.  He  is  worthy  of 
^h  praise.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Parke,  com- 
manding Ninety-ninth  Illinois,  and  Major  Cran- 
dall  of  same  corps,  won  honor  and  did  their 
whole  duty.  Major  Duffield,  commanding  the 
^^^^  forces,  is  also  to .  be  mentioned  in  warm 
terms.  But  Captain  filack,  commanding  the 
Third  Missouri  cavahry,  made  for  himself  a  most 
triable  reputation ;  thirteen  shot-holes  in  his 
coat  soffidently  indicate  where  he  was  —  in  the 
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hottest  of  tho  firo.  I  respectfully  commend  him 
to  your  attention,  and  that  of  Governor  Gamble, 
for  one  of  the  vacant  field  commissions  in  hi&: 
regiment,  which  he  has  so  nobly  earned.  1 
should  be  unjust,  did  I  omit  to  mention  Captain 
Lemon,  of  the  same  regiment,  who,  at  the  head 
of  his  men,  held  a  most  exposed  post,  and  had 
several  narrow  escapes  from  sharp-shooters  con- 
cealed in  the  brush. 

But  the  artillery  saved  the  battle.  Lieutenant 
Waldschmidf  s  gunnery  was  superb,  and  his  cool- 
ness astonishing.  The  enemy's  Parrott  gun  got 
his  range  and  fired  with  great  precision,  com- 
pelling him  to  change  the  position  of  his  piece 
constantly. 

A  courier  reached  Houston,  giving  me  the  in- 
formation of  the  engagement  at  three  o'clock  a.m. 
Monday.  I  at  once  moved  with  five  hundred 
men  to  Hartsville,  supposing  the  enemy  still  in 
force.  Arriving  within  seven  miles  at  four 
o'clock  —  evening  —  my  reconnoitring  parties 
brought  me  intelligence  that  they  were  retreat- 
ing in  the  direction  of  Houston.  Sending  back 
a  courier  with  orders  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Cald- 
well, in  command,  to  hold  the  place  until  I  could 
reenforce  him,  I  countermarched  in  all  haste, 
through  mud  and  rain,  reaching  Houston  that 
evening,  and  finding  all  quiet  Colonel  Merrill's 
force  rejoined  me  Thursday,  and  I  am  now  once  ' 
more  concentrated. 

Hoping  that  our  conduct  will  meet  the  appro- 
bation of  the  General  conunanding, 

I  am,  Colonel,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
Fitz-Hbnb7  Warren, 

Brigadier-General. 

To  N.  P.  Chipyan, 

Colonel  and  Chief  of  Staff. 


GENBRAL   WARREN'S   ADDRESS. 

HBADQUABmS,  HOUSTOX,  MOi, 

January  15,  1868. 


\ 

Soldiers  :  Tou  have  fought  one  of  tho  fiercest 
battles  of  the  war.  You  have,  with  eight  hun- 
dred men  actually  engaged,  met  and  repulsed  six 
thousand  of  the  enemy.  Against  their  five  pieces 
of  artillery  you  had  two.  They  had  their  choice 
of  position,  and  planted  their  guns  on  a  point 
which  I  had  selected  as  being  impregnable.  With 
three  thousand  five  hundred  in  full  view,  you 
knew  the  odds  against  you.  Completely  sur- 
rounded, except  on  the  line  of  retreat,  you  fought 
for  six  hours,  and  then  only  fell  back  because 
your  artillery  ammunition  was  failing,  and  your 
single  outlet  menaced.  Not  an  article  of  prop- 
erty was  captiwed,  and  your  covering  infantry 
held  the  field  after  the  enemy  had  retired. 

History,  in  the  larger  battles  of  this  great  re- 
bellion, may  make  no  full  mention  of  your  names, 
but  the  truth  that  a  determined  column,  more 
than  half  of  whom  were  never  before  under  fire, 
stood  like  Teterans,  without  faltering  or  flinching, 
before  volley  after  volley,  and  charge  after  charge, 
will  be  a  glorious  memory  to  those  who  love  you, 
and  an  honest  pride  in  your  own  hearts. 

But  I  must  not  fail  to  do  justice  to  the  five 
hundred,  who,  knowing  that  the  enemy  were  still 
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in  force  below,  rushed  with  me  to  give  them  bat- 
tle again,  and  when  I  learned  of  their  flank  move- 
ment toward  Houston,  countermarched,  making 
some  sixty-four  miles  through  mud  and  rain  in 
twenty-four  hours,  to  defend  your  camp,  and  all 
this  in  perfect  o^der  and  discipline,  without  a 
murmur  or  complaint 

Nor  may  I  pass  without  mention,  the  cool  and 
determined  courage  of  the  weak  force  left  to  de- 
fend. When  my  courier  came  in  to  warn  of  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  with  an  order  to  hold  to 
the  last  extremity,  officers  and  men,  invalids  and 
convalescents,  stood  ready  without  panic  or  alarm 
to  defend  to  the  last. 

Soldiers !  your  endurance  and  your  valor  are 
beyond  praise ;  your  accomplishment  worthy  of 
the  highest  commendation.  Beyond  the  hope  of 
reenforcement,  you  have  held  your  position ; 
fought  the  enemy,  saved  Lebanon  and  RoUa, 
with  your  post,  from  burning  and  sack. 

I  give  you  my  admiration  of  your  heroism,  and 
my  Sianics  and  gratitude  that  my  name  can  be 
associated  with  this  brigade  as  the  proudest  mem- 
ory of  my  future  life. 

Frrz-HENRT  Warren, 

Brigadler-Oeneral. 

UEDTENANT-COLONEL    DUNLAP*8   REPORT. 

HousTOir,  Mo.,  Janaary  17,  1868. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
the  part  taken  by  a  detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Iowa  infantry  volunteers,  under  my  com- 
mand, in  the  battle  of  Wood^s  Fork  and  Harts- 
ville,  on  the  eleventh  instant 

Perhaps  these  two  engagements  should  occupy 
two  reports,  but  as  they  occurred  so  near  together, 
I  have  thought  proper,  with  your  permission,  to 
combine  both  battles  in  one  report 

In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  left  Houston, 
with  other  forces  under  Col.  Merrill,  on  Friday, 
the  ninth  instant,  at  about  noon,  to  march  to 
Springfield,  with  the  object  of  reenforcing  that 
place.  The  first  night  we  encamped  for  a  short 
time  at  Beaver  Creek.  At  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
we  moved  on,  and  when  within  a  few  miles  of 
Hartsville,  we  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  as 
information  had  been  received  that  the  rebel  CoL 
Porter  had  occupied  the  place  the  evening  before, 
and  might  be  there  yet  We  remained  in  line  of 
battle  until  daylight,  when  it  was  ascertained  that 
Porter  had  evacuated  the  town  the  night  previous. 
We  then  moved  on  to  Hartsville,  when  we  halted 
until  the  afternoon,  getting  a  little  sleep  for  the 
men,  and  a  bite  to  eat  At  three  o'clock  p.m., 
we  again  moved  on  toward  Springfield,  Colonel 
Porter  being  in  advance  of  us,  and  reached 
Wood's  Fork  at  dark,  when  we  camped  for  the 
night,  in  line  of  battle. 

At  three  o'clock  next  morning,  in  accordance 
with  orders  from  headquarters,  I  was  ready  to 
march.  A  few  moments  afterward,  firing  was 
heard  from  the  pickets,  and  word  came  in  that  a 
heavy  force  was  in  front  of  us.  I  immediately 
got  my  command  in  line  of  battle,  and  ordered 
the  companies  to  send  their  blankets  and  over- 
coats to  the  wagons.     I  then  sent  out  companies 


A  and  B,  under  Captains  Johnson  and  Cook  re- 
spectively, as  skirmishers.  In  this  position  we 
remained  until  nearly  daylight,  when  I  was  order- 
ed to  move  my  command  half  a  mile  in  advance. 
I  went  down  on  the  double-quick,  and  formed  on 
the  left  of  the  road.  The  fight  here  lasted  until 
nine  o'clock,  when  the  enemy  withdrew. 

Soon  afterward,  with  the  remainder  of  the 
force,  I  commenced  a  movement  toward  HarU- 
ville,  guarding  the  train  as  we  advanced.  Wben 
within  two  miles  of  the  town,  I  was  ordered  to 
form  my  men,  and  bring  them  forward  on  the 
double-quick.  I  did  so,  and  arrived  on  the  edge 
of  the  town  simultaneously  with  the  Ninetjninth 
Illinois  and  the  artillery.  I  drew  my  deta^uneot 
up  in  line  of  battle  on  the  brow  of  the  hill,  on  the 
left  of  the  Springfield  road,  where  the  artillery 
was  stationed,  my  left  reaching  nearly  to  the  Leb- 
anon road.  It  was  now  nearly  eleven  o'dwk 
(Sunday  morning)  when  we  got  into  linei  My 
position  was  a  very  favorable  one,  being  on  the 
edge  of  the  hill  descending  into  the  town,  and 
sheltered  by  underbrush  and  small  tpees.  The 
enemy's  artillery  opened  on  us  immediately.  I 
caused  all  my  men  to  lie  down  during  the  engs^ 
ment,  except  a  few  skirmishers,  and  to  do  their 
firing  in  this  position,  except  when  firing  volleys 
or  repelling  the  charges  of  the  enemy.  In  a  few 
moments,  they  chained  on  us  in  large  force,  and 
we  repelled  them,  with  great  loss  on  their  part 
Several  times,  with  short  intervals,  they  repeate*i 
the  charge,  with  reenforcements  of  fr^h  trD»ps 
and  every  time  they  were  driven  back  in  diror- 
der.  Failing  in  these  chai^ges,  they  fonned  a  line 
in  the  opposite  side  of  the  town,  so  near  to  us  that 
we  could  distinctly  hear  the  commands  of  their 
oflScers,  and  opened  on  us  a  brisk  fire  of  muhkct- 
ry,  their  artillery  at  the  same  time  pouring  into 
us  a  heavy  fire ;  we  returning  the  fire  with  moA 
terrible  effect  In  a  short  time,  a  laxge  body  of 
mounted  men  poured  into  the  town,  and  made  a 
charge  with  terrible  yells,  upon  our  artillery  at 
my  right  When  they  approached  to  within  a 
few  rods,  simultaneously  with  the  Ninety-ninth 
Illinois,  we  poured  into  their  ranks  a  foljVoUer. 
causing  them  to  reel  and  fall  baok  in  confusion 
and  disorder.  We  continued  our  fire  with  ^ 
much  heat  as  to  empty  nmny  saddles,  and  creite 
such  a  panic  in  their  ranks,  that  they  could  not 
be  rallied  until  they  got  over  the  opposite  hill, 
nearly  half  a  mile  distant 

Their  sharp-shooters  filled  the  court-house,  and 
other  dwelling-houses  in  town,  who  became  vtfrr 
annoying  to  my  command.  I  sent  a  request  to 
Colonel  Merrill  to  have  the  artillery  turned  upon 
the  town ;  but  not  being  able  to  find  him,  1  order- 
ed Lieut  Waldschmidt,  conmianding  the  artillery, 
to  shell  the  town,  and  drive  the  rel^  from  their 
hiding-places.  He  inunediately  conun^ced  firing 
on  them  with  briskness,  and  after  a  few  n>tuid> 
he  retired  firom  his  position,  as  I  supposed  to  ok4 
his  g««is,  or  repair  some  slight  accidents,  but  he 
did  not  return,  and  as  I  afterward  learned,  he  re- 
ceived orders  to  retreat  by  the  Lebanon  road. 

The  firing  now  ceased  on  my  right  and  lofl. 
and  as  I  supposed  some  ^^strat^c"  morcnient 
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was  going  on,  I  ordered  my  command  to  increase 
fbc  Tigor  of  their  fire,  in  order  to  attract  the  at- 
tention of  the  enemy,  while  the  remainder  of  our 
force  changed  their  position.  We  kept  up  a 
brisic  fire  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  hearing; 
nothing  from  the  balance  of  our  line,  I  sent  out 
slcirmishers  to  the  right  and  left  to  ascertain  their 
whereabouts,  and  found  that  they  had  retired 
from  the  field,  probably  toward  Lebanon. 

I  had  received  no  orders,  and  being  only  two 
hundred  and  twenty  (220)  strong,  in  front  of  four 
thousand,  I  was  somewhat  embarrassed  as  to  the 
best  course  to  pursue.  To  retreat  then,  would 
be  to  disclose  our  weakness  to  the  enemy,  and 
expose  us  to  destruction ;  to  stay,  seemed  like 
embracing  death.  I  determined,  however,  to  hold 
my  position  until  dark,  or  lose  every  man  in  the 
attempt^  and  in  this  I  was  sustained  by  the 
whole  command.  I  then  extended  my  line  as 
much  as  possible,  by  scattering  my  men  to  the 
right  and  left,  with  instructions  to  maintain  a 
vigorous  fire,  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
ascertaining  that  our  force  had  gone,  at  the  same 
time  pouring  into  them  a  hot  fire  from  the  main 
bodv. 

After  this  the  enemy  made  three  charges  on 
cor  front,  in  one  instance  coming  up  in  four 
rankg,  but  each  time  was  driven  back  in  a  valor- 
ous manner  by  the  Twenty-first  Iowa.  They 
now  withdrew  to  the  other  side  of  the  town,  and 
the  second  time  they  formed  a  line,  not  with  as 
strong  force  as  before,  however.  My  attention 
WIS  now  called  to  the  hill  beyond  their  line,  and 
to  mj  surprise  as  well  as  infinite  delight,  I  dis- 
covered the  rebels  rapidly  filling  back  on  the 
road  leading  north.  First  their  train  went  over 
the  hill,  followed  by  long  lines  of  cavalry.  Their 
retreat  continued  until  sundown,  by  which  time 
their  whole  force  had  gone,  except  a  light  rear- 
pOT^  I  kept  a  brisk  firing  on  the  town,  and  a 
kw  moments  before  dark  the  rebels  had  vacated 
the  place,  and  left  us  in  triumphant  possession 
of  the  hard-fought  battle-field.  Not  deeming  it 
safe  or  prudent  to  remain  with  so  small  a  com- 
loand  in  the  vicinity  of  so  large  a  force  of  the 
enemy,  even'  while  they  were  retreating,  I  con- 
cluded to  withdraw.  When  we  had  gathered  up 
what  loose  things  we  could,  about  an  hour  after 
dark,  1  left  the  town  and  the  scene  of  our  victory, 
taking  the  road  to  Lebanon,  presuming  that  to  be 
the  way  our  forces  had  gone.  There  was  not  a 
mounted  man  left  with  us  on  the  field,  nor  a  live 
bor«e  to  be  found  in  the  vicinity.  My  horse  hav- 
ing been  shot  in  the  early  part  of  the  engage- 
ment, however,  it  was  impossible  to  send  mes- 
sengers to  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  our  army. 
Believing,  however,  that  our  troops  must  have  re- 
nted in  this  direction,  I  moved  on,  hoping  soon 
^  join  the  main  force.  As  the  night  was  cold, 
tnd  our  blankets  and  overcoats  had  been  left  in 
^e  wagons,  we  could  only  make  short  rests  until 
ve  reached  the  train.  We  continued  to  march 
on  until  three  o'clock  next  morning,  when  we 
CMue  up  with  our  train  and  forces  camped  at 
Osap  Fork,  twenty-five  miles  distant  from  1  Larts- 


ville.  Finding  that  the  Colonel  commanding 
had  gone  on  to  Lebanon  the  night  before,  I  gave 
the  troops  a  couple  of  hours*  rest  and  some  re- 
freshments, and  taking  command  of  the  force,  put 
it  in  motion  for  Lebanon,  which  place  we  reach- 
ed in  the  early  part  of  the  next  day.  In  conclu- 
sion allow  me  to  sum  up  as  follows : 

Between  Friday  afternoon  and  Monday  morn- 
ing, the  Twenty-first  Iowa  regiment  marched  one 
hundred  miles,  fought  two  battles,  one  of  three 
and  the  other  of  eight  hours*  duration,  during  the 
latter  of  which  there  was  scarcely  one  moment's 
lull  in  the  galling  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry. 
And  for  three  hours  and  until  the  enemy  fled 
from  before  us,  two  hundred  and  fifty  of  them 
held  their  position  against  the  combined  force  of 
the  rebels,  four  thousand  strong.  Owing  to  the 
sheltered  position  that  we  occupied,  and  the  fact 
of  the  enemy  firing  over  us,  as  the  men  were 
principally  kept  on  their  faces,  the  number  of 
casualties  was  comparatively  small. 

I  make  special  mention  here  of  no  one  as  hav- 
ing distinguished  himself  more  than  another. 
£very  man  was  brave,  cool,  and  active,  and  every 
one  was  a  hero.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be  ac- 
corded to  the  men  for  their  conduct  during  the 
whole  of  this  long  and  severe  engagement 

I  am,  Greneral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant^  C.  W.  Dunlap, 

LleQt-Ck)lonel  Gommandinf  Detachment,  Twenty-Ant 
Iowa  Inrantry  Volunteera. 

To  Brig. -Gen.  Fitz-Henhy  Warren, 

Gonunaading  Foreei  at  Honston,  Mo. 


▲  NATIONAL   ACCOUNT. 

Camf  at  HootTOM,  Tkxab  Co.,  Mo. 
January  14, 1868. 


Editor  Dubuque  Times  :  On  Friday,  the  ninth 
instant,  at  ten  o^ clock  A.if.,  a  portion  of  General 
Fitz-Henry  Warren's  brigade,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Merrill,  received  marching  orders,  and  a 
part  of  the  Twenty-first  Iowa,  Ninety-ninth  Illi- 
nois, Third  Iowa,  Third  Missouri  cavalry  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery  —  in  all  about  eight  hun- 
dred men — for  a  forced  march  to  Springfield.  All 
was  action  throughout  the  camps,  all  wanted  to 
go,  but  some  were  ordered  to  remain,  with  a  part 
of  the  officers,  to  defend  the  camp  in  case  of  an 
attack ;  and  military  orders  are  explicit^  and  each 
company  furnished  twenty-five  to  thirty  men. 
We  arrived  at  Beaver  Creek,  twenty-two  miles 
distant,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  about 
twelve  o'clock  at  midnight  left  for  Hartsville  ex- 
pecting to  arrive  there  by  daylight,  but  in  conse- 
quence of  our  scouts  giving  information  that  the 
town  was  occupied  by  the  rebels,  we  were  drawn 
up  in  line  of  battle  six  miles  away,  awaiting  the 
return  of  a  portion  of  cavalry  sent  forward  to 
reconnoitre;  they  returning,  gave  information 
that  they  had  left  the  night  previous  at  daylight, 
arriving  at  nine  o'clock  a.m.  Then  for  the  first 
time  we  were  refreshed  with  rations  of  coffee  and 
meat ;  while  there  a  man  came  into  camp  and 
supposing  us  to  be  secesh  gave  us  valuable  infor- 
mation of  spies  among  the  State  militia.  Tioft 
there  at  two  o'clock  p.m.,  arriving  at  camp  for  the 
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night  at  Wood's  Fork,  eight  miles  away  on  the 
road  to  Marshfield,  whither  the  enemy,  under 
Colonel  Porter,  had  gone. 

They  were  reenforced  by  Marmaduke,  who  had 
been  fighting  at  Springfield,  and  Gen.  McDonald 
with  four  thousand  mounted  men  was  repulsed 
there.  They  encamped  on  the  same  creek  only 
one  half-mile  away,  and  did  not  know  of  our  ap- 
proach until  our  bugle-call  in  the  morning,  which 
prepared  them  for  an  attack,  or  retreat  At  five 
o'clock  A.M.,  as  twenty-fiye  of  the  Third  Missouri 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Brodway,  were  advancing 
to  get  information  as  to  certain  signs  of  an  ene- 
my, they  fell  upon  a  body  of  the  rebels,  who  fired 
a  volley  among  them,  killing  Captain  B.,  Corpo- 
ral Boradilla  and  Thos.  Urin.  Then  we  heard 
another  volley  and  a  yell,  but  the  cry  was,  "  For 
God's  sake  stop  ;  you  are  killing  your  own  men," 
which  proved  true,  as  the  sixty  prisoners  taken 
reported  the  same  facts. 

At  daylight  the  artillery  was  sent  forward  to 
draw  them  out,  and  commenced  shelling  the 
woods ;  a  number  were  killed  and  wotmded  there. 
Scouts  were  sent  out  immediately  to  ascertain 
the  fiicts,  and  reported  them  retreating  in  a  south- 
east direction,  and  the  Third  Iowa  cavalry  made 
a  dash  and  cut  off  their  rear-guard  and  some  of 
their  baggage.  Soon  after  orders  were  given  to 
move  to  Hs^ville.  Immediately  we  rushed  for- 
ward, as  we  were  informed  they  intended  to  fiank 
us  at  that  place.  They  succeeded  'in  reacliing 
there  one  hour  previous,  and  gained  a  good  posi- 
tion near  the  town  on  the  bluffs  and  also  encir- 
cling the  place  on  the  east  and  south  side  toward 
Houston  and  Springfield,  cutting  off  our  teams 
and  reenforcements  fi*om  the  former  place,  prov- 
ing the  fact  that  if  mounted  we  should  succeed 
much  better  in  this  desert  and  mountainous  coun- 
try, fighting  these  guerrillas,  who  are  all  mount- 
ed on  the  best  horses  the  country  afford'^.  They 
had  one  rified  twelve-pound  and  four  other  can- 
non, of  four  to  six  pounds,  and  as  soon  as  our 
cannon  and  howitzer  came  into  position  we  open- 
ed the  ball  at  one  o'clock,  and  the  Twenty-first 
on  the  left  with  the  Ninety-ninth  on  the  right 
came  rushing  forward  on  a  double-quick  of  two 
miles  into  line  of  battle,  not  a  minute  too  soon  to 
meet  the  foe  who  were  forming  at  the  foot  of  the 
hill  to  occupy  it ;  but  were  soon  convinced  we 
had  arrived,  and  they  as  rapidly  retreated.  In 
the  mean  time  thousands  of  our  foes  were  on  the 
opposite  bluffs,  and  their  sharp-shooters  occu- 
pied every  house.  But  here  another  disadvan- 
tage occurred  to  themselves,  as,  when  Porter's 
force  was  last  here,  they  tore  down  a  palisade 
fort  which  would  have  proved  an  almost  impreg- 
nable position  to  any  infantry  force. 

The  pen  will  fail  to  give  a  tithe  of  the  emo- 
tions of  one  who  for  the  first  time  encounters  a 
deadly  foe.  As  the  din  of  battle  commenced  we 
thought  of  home,  wife,  mother,  and  children  dear ; 
then  nerved  to  duty  and  fearless  in  the  cause  of 
right,  our  little  band  stood  firm ;  and  Iowa  may 
be  proud  of  the  Twenty-first 

We  remained  on  the  field  until  dark,  and  for 
two  hours  and  a  half  after  the  cavalry,  artillery, 


and  teams  had  retreated  toward  Lebanon ;  the 
Ninety-ninth  being  out  of  ammunition,  had  gone. 
Expecting  every  minute  an  enfilading  fire,  scouts 
were  sent  out  to  watch  the  enemy,  but  we  soon 
found  that  they  were  retreating,  but  kept  up 
camp-fires  to  deceive  us.  Aft:er  dark,  as  your 
correspondent  was  ordered  to  ascertain  the  posi- 
tion of  our  artillery,  and  hearing  that  a  wounded 
man  back  with  the  ambulance  could  tell,  I  went 
with  Lieutenants  Dale  and  Bates,  Sergeant  Walk- 
er, Corporal  McFadden  and  others,  who  carried 
on  their  shoulders  some  of  the  wounded,  and 
having  ascertained  returned  to  find  theregiineiit 
They  liad  gone,  and  as  it  was  now  after  duk,  and 
we  could  only  return  to  assist  Surgeon  Lucius 
Benham,  who  was  in  charge  of  the  wounded. 

The  following  is  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded: 

Lieut -Col.  C.  W.  Dunlap,  commanding  regi- 
ment, wounded  in  hand  and  slightly  in  breast— 
horse  killed. 

Company  C — ^Wm.  Jones,  Dubuque  County, 
killed,  shot  through  bowels ;  John  M.  MiUer,  Du- 
buque County,  wounded  in  head,  slightly;  Rich- 
ard Cook,  Dubuque  County,  wounded  with  shell, 
slightly ;  Charles  Dunham,  Dubuque  County,  r^ 
ported  paroled ;  Lieut  Alexander,  Dubuque  Coun- 
ty, (commanding  company  K,)  reported  serioufilr 
wounded  with  grape. 

Company  H — Ira  Carlton,  Delaware  County, 
killed. 

Company  K — Harrison  Hefner,  Delaware  Coun- 
ty, killed,  shot  through  bowels ;  Freeman  Fear, 
Delaware  County,  wounded  in  thigh,  serious; 
Ward  White,  Delaware  County,  wounded  in 
breast,  and  arm  broken ;  Adam  Luchinger,  Du- 
buque County,  wounded  in  comer  of  right  eye, 
slightly;  Jacob  B.  Miller,  Delaware  County, 
wounded  in  arm,  slightly ;  Erastus  Smith,  DeU- 
ware  County,  wounded  in  side,  slightly ;  David 
Hiner,  Delaware  County,  wounded  in  thigh,  seri- 
ous ;  James  Jackson,  Delaware  County,  wound- 
ed in  wrist,  slightly ;  Geoiige  Simons,  Delaware 
County,  wounded  in  head,  slightly ;  H.  &  Stone, 
Delaware  County,  wounded,  severcdy. 

Company  I — Jacob  Hoops,  Dubuque  County, 
wounded  in  thigh,  slightly ;  John  ({.  Angell,  Du- 
buque County,  wounded  in  hand,  slightly. 

Company  E-— Daniel  Wolfi  wounded  in  back, 
slightly. 

Company  B — Carl  Pehsschl,  Clayton  County, 
killed,  shot  through  breast 

Company  D — Samuel  W.  Moore,  Fayette  Coun- 
ty, wounded  in  arm,  slightly. 

Killed,  four;  wounded,  sixteen;  paroled,  one- 
seven  teen. 

A  number  of  the  others/ were  slightly  wouoded, 
but  went  with  the  regiment 

To  Lieut -Col.  Duiuap,  too  much  praise  cannot 
be  given.  He  acted  with  caution  and  prompt- 
ness, scarce  thinking  of  himself.  He  was  con- 
tinuallv  exposed,  and  had  his  horse  shot  from 
under  him,  also  wounded  in  tiie  hand  and  side, 
and  had  his  holsters  shot  off  and  sword-belt  cut 
away ;  but  watching  every  movement  of  the  ene- 
my with  a  vigilant  eya  He  changed  the  positiMi 
of  the  regiment  to  meet  every  emer^gency  and 
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his  goodness  of  heart  continually  showed  itself 
in  &e  care  of  his  men.  When  shot,  grape,  and 
bill  irere  flying  in  almost  every  direction,  he  or- 
dered tbtm  to  Ue  flat  and  load,  then  advance,  and 
erery  order  was  promptly  obeyed,  for  every  man 
has  entire  confidence  in  him.  When  he  said, 
"Now,  boys,  up  and  at  them — ^ready — aim — 
fire !''  it  was  a  shock  that  threw  terror  into  the 
rebel  ranks. 

The  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  fought  bravely — 
eroy  man  for  himself.  Their  wounded  were  all 
from  Pike  County,  where  the  regiment  was  raised. 
Philip  Donahue,  Company  C,  knee;  Sergeant 
licwis  Kinman,  company  C,  thigh ;  David  Morris, 
company  G,  hand ;  Lieutenant  Thomas  Hubbard, 
company  A ;  Sergeant  Dennis  Bagdley,  company 
D,  knee ;  Cornelius  Johnson,  company  E,  arm ; 
Francis  M.  Ayers,  company  B ;  Sylvester  Durrall, 
company  E,  shoulder ;  Wyatt  M.  Mitchell,  com- 
pany E,  leg ;  Henry  Perry,  company  I,  shoulder ; 
Henry  Hoskins,  company  Q,  hip ;  Corporal  H. 
Millard,  shoulder;  Nicholas  Cunninghun,  com- 
pany K,  hand ;  Jewell  Woodard,  company  D ; 
Daniel  Casey,  company  K ;  John  Rutlidge,  com- 
pany G ;  T.  J.  Beard,  company  C ;  others  were 
slightly  wounded. 

Lient  Bates  and  Corporal  McFadden,  of  com- 
pftnj  I,  were  unremitting  in  their  efforts  to  supply 
the  wants  of  the  wounded.  We  did  not  dare  to 
baild  fires,  and  were  obliged  to  coyir  the  enemy 
with  leaves.  May  we  never  have  cause  to  wit- 
ness such  a  sad  scene  again.  But  the  many  in- 
stances of  che^ulness  under  suflfering,  show  mor- 
al heroism  glorious  to  witness. 

Tht  enemy  lost  Brig. -Gen.  Enunett  McDonald, 
the  one  who  swore  he  would  not  cut  his  hair  or 
share  until  the  Southern  Confederacy  was  recog- 
iiized— (he  is  now  released  from  that  oath.)  CoL 
Thompson  was  killed,  and  Col.  Porter  was  mor- 
t^Iy  wounded,  and  since  died.  They  acknow- 
ledged from  three  to  four  hundred  killed  and 
woanded,  and  every  house  is  a  hospital.  They 
'c^'eated  thirteen  miles  that  night,  and  sent  back 
the  next  morning  a  flag  of  truce  to  bury  their 
^^  But  our  force  was  so  small,  our  officers 
in  command  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  remain, 
>nd  had  also  retreated  toward  Lebanon  to  await 
''B^orcements. 

One  of  the  wounded  rebel  officers  said  to  our 
surgeon:  "If  we  had  known  your  force,  you 
wodd  not  have  got  off  so  easily ;  but  we  thought 
^y  jotxT  volleys  that  you  were  largely  reen- 
forced" 

The  loss  of  the  Third  Missouri  is  two  killed 
tod  three  wounded ;  the  Third  Iowa  none ;  artil- 
^^J'Ti  three  wounded. 

The  Twenty-first  Iowa  and  Ninety-nmth  Illi- 
nois mfantry  stood  the  brunt  of  the  whole  bat- 
tle, and  the  Twenty-first  remained  two  hours  and 
}  half  after  all  the  other  foTx»s  had  retreated.  It 
te  evident  that  our  small  force  fought  bravely, 
*nd  that  the  enemy  thought  we  were  largely  re- 
^foroed.  As  Lieut  John  D.  Brown,  Sergeant 
"m.  A  Gray,  A.  C.  Northrup,  and  Peter  Har- 
^  of  the  Thuid  Iowa  cavalry,  (paroled  to-day,) 
who  had  been  on  a  scout,  were  returning  firom 


the  direction  of  Springfield,  they  told  them  they 
had  just  come  from  there,  and  they  evidently 
changed  their  route,  moving  through  the  woods 
to  Mountain  Stone,  a  famous  rebel  retreat  and 
stronghold,  by  way  of  Hartsville.  They  were  six 
thousand  strong  when  they  left  Arkansas  a  few 
days  ago,  but  their  loss  by  desertion  and  death 
has  weakened  their  force  to  their  present  num- 
ber. 

Brig. -Gen.  Warren  left  this  place  on  Monday, 
the  twelfth,  with  reinforcements,  but  fearing  an 
attack  on  Houston,  returned  th^  next  day.  To- 
day, the  fifteenth,  the  command  under  Col.  Mer- 
rill also  returned  safely,  with  all  the  train,  and 
the  boys  are  anxious  for  another  brush. 

Lieut -Col.  Dunlap  was  unable  to  return,  owing 
to  injuries  received  on  Sunday,  and,  with  Lieut 
Alexander,  is  at  Lebanon.  Russell. 


Doa  100. 
DESTRUCTION   OF   THE    HATTERAS. 

UEUTENANT  GOMMANDINO  BLAKE'S  REPORT. 

T7.  8.  COMBITLATK,  ) 

KivoSTON,  Ja.,  January  81, 1868.  f 

Dear  Sir:  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform 
the  department  of  the  destruction  of  the  United 
States  steamer  Hatteras,  recently  under  my  com- 
mand, by  the  rebel  steamer  Alabama,  on  the 
night  of  the  eleventh  instant,  ofi*  the  coast  of 
Texas.  The  circumstances  of  the  disaster  are  as 
follows : 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  eleventh  inst,  at  half- 
past  three  o'clock,  ii^hile  at  anchor  in  company 
with  the  fleet  under  Com.  Bell,  off'  Galveston, 
Texas,  I  was  ordered  by  a  signal  from  the  United 
States  flag-ship  Brooklyn  to  chase  a  sail  to  the 
southward  and  eastward.  I  got  under  way  im- 
mediately and  steamed  in  the  direction  indicated. 
After  some  time  the  strange  sail  could  be  seen 
from  the  Hatteras,  and  was  ascertained  to  be  a 
steamer,  which  fact  was  communicated  to  the 
flag-ship  by  signal  I  continued  the  chase  and 
rapidly  gained  upon  the  suspicious  vessel. .  Know- 
ing the  slow  rate  of  the  Hatteras,  I  at  once  sus- 
pected that  deception  n^as  being  practised,  and 
at  once  ordered  the  ship  to  be  cleared  for  action, 
with  every  thing  in  readiness  for  a  determined 
and  vigorous  defence.  When  within  about  four 
miles  of  the  vessel  I  observed  that  she  had  ceased 
to  steam,  and  was  lying  broadside  on  and  await- 
ing us.  It  was  nearly  seven  o'clock  and  quite 
dt^k,  but  notwithstanding  the  obscurity  of  the 
night  I  felt  assured  from  the  general  character 
of  the  vessel  and  her  manoeuvres  that  I  should 
soon  encounter  the  Alabama. 

Being  able  to  work  only  four  guns  on  the  side 
of  the  Hatteras,  two  Short  thirty-two-pqunders, 
one  thirty-pounder  rifled  Parrott  gun,  and  one 
twenty-pounder  rifled  gun,  I  concluded  to  close 
with  her,  so  that  my  guns  might  be  effective  if 
necessary.  I  came  within  easy  speaking  dis- 
tance, about  seventy-five  yards,  and  upon  ask- 
ing what  steamer  is  that,  received  the  answer : 
Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  Vixen.     I  replied 
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that  I  would  send  a  boat  aboard,  and  immediate- 
ly gate  the  order.  In  the  mean  time,  both  ves- 
sels were  changing  their  positions,  the  stranger 
endeavoring  to  gain  a  desirable  position  for  a 
raking  fire.  Almost  simultaneously  with  the 
piping  away  of  the  boat,  the  stranger  craft  again 
replied,  We  are  the  confederate  steamer  Alabama, 
which  was  accompanied  with  a  broadside. 

I  at  the  same  moment  returned  the  fire.  Be- 
ing well  aware  of  the  many  vulnerable  points  of 
the  HatteravS,  I  hoped  by  closing  with  the  Ala- 
bama to  be  able  to  board  her,  and  thus  rid  the 
seas  of  this  piratical  craft.  I  steamed  directly 
for  the  Alabama,  but  she  was  enabled  by  her 
great  speed,  and  the  foulness  of  the  bottom  of 
the  Hatteras  and  consequently  her  diminished 
speed,  to  thwart  my  attempt  when  I  had  gained 
a  distance  of  but  thirty  yards  from  her. 

At  this  range  musket  and  pistol-shots  were 
exchanged.  The  firing  continued  with  great 
vigor  on  both  sides.  At  length  a  shell  entered 
amidships  in  the  hold,  setting  fire  to  it,  and  at 
the  same  instant  —  as  I  can  hardly  divide  the 
time  —  a  shell  passed  through  the  sick-bay  and 
exploded  in  an  adjoining  compartment,  also  pro- 
ducing fire  ;  another  entered  the  cylinder,  filing 
the  engine-room  and  deck  with  steam,  and  de- 
priving me  of  any  power  to  manoeuvre  the  vessel 
or  to  work  the  pumps,  upon  which  the  reduction 
of  the  fire  depended. 

With  the  vessel  on  fire  in  two  places,  and  far 
beyond  human  power,  a  hopeless  wreck  upon 
the  waters,  with  her  walking-beam  shot  away, 
and  her  engine  rendered  useless,  I  still  main- 
tained an  active  fire,  with-  the  double  hope  of 
disabling  the  Alabama  and  attracting  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fleet  off  Galveston,  which  was  twenty- 
eight  miles  distant  It  was  soon  reported  to  me 
that  the  shells  had  entered  the  Hatteras  at  the 
water-line,  tearing  off  sheets  of  iron,  and  that  the 
water  was  rushing  in,  utterly  defying  every  at- 
tempt to  remedy  the  evil,  and  that  she  was  rapid- 
ly sinking. 

Learning  this  melancholy  truth,  and  seeing 
that  the  Alabama  was  on  my  port^bow,  entirely 
beyond  range  of  my  guns,  doubtless  preparing 
for  a  raking  fire  across  the  deck,  I  felt  I  had  no 
right  to  sacrifice  uselessly,  and  without  any  de- 
sirable result,  the  lives  of  all  under  m v  command, 
and  to  prevent  the  blowing  up  of  the  Hatteras 
from  the  fire,  which  was  making  much  progress, 
I  ordered  the  magazine  to  be  flooded,  and  after- 
ward a  lee-gun  to  be  fired. 

The  Alabama  then  asked  if  assistance  was  de- 
sired, to  which  an  afiirmative  answer  was  given. 
The  Hatteras  was  now  going  down,  and  in  order 
to  save  the  lives  of  my  ofiiccrs  and  men,  I  caused 
the  armament  on  the  port-side  to  be  thrown  over- 
board. Had  I  not  done  so,  I  am  confident  the 
vessel  would  have  gone  down  with  many  brave 
hearts  and  valuable  lives. 

Aft»r  considerable  delay,  caused  by  the  report 
that  a  steamer  was  seen  coming  from  Galveston, 
the  Alabama  sent  us  assistance,  and  I  have  the 
pleasure  of  informing  the  department  that  every 


living  being  was  conveyed  safely  from  the  Hat- 
teras to  the  Alabama. 

Ten  minutes  after  leaving  the  Hattecu,  she 
went  down,  bow  first,  with  her  pennant  ti  her 
mast-head,  with  all  her  muskets  and  stores  d 
every  description,  the  enemy  not  being  able,  ow- 
ing to  her  sinking  so  rapidly,  to  obtain  a  sinj^e 
weapon. 

The  battery  of  the  Alabama  brought  into  le 
tion  against  the  Hatteras  consisted  of  the  follow- 
ing :  Four  long  thirty-two  pounders^  one  ooe  hoih 
dred-pounder,  one  sixty-eight  pounder,  and  ow 
twenty-four  pounder  rifled  gun.  The  great  supe- 
riority of  the  Alabama,  with  her  powerfol  bat- 
tery, and  her  machinery  under  the  water-line, 
must  be  at  once  recognized  by  the  departineot» 
who  are  familiar  with  the  construction  of  the 
Hatteras,  and  her  total  unfitness  for  a  oootest 
with  a  regularly  built  vessel  of  war. 

The  distance  between  the  Alabama  and  the 
Hatteras  during  the  action  varied  from  twenty- 
five  to  one  hundred  yards.  Nearly  thirty  shots 
were  fired  from  the  Hatteras,  and  I  presume  a 
greater  number  firom  the  Alabama. 

I  desire  to  refer  to  the  efficient  and  active  man- 
ner in  which  Acting  Master  Henry  Porter,  execu- 
tive officer,  performed  his  duty.  The  conduct 
of  the  Assistant  Surgeon,  Edward  S.  Matthews, 
both  during  the  action  and  afterward,  attending 
to  the  wounded,  demands  my  unqualified  com- 
mendation. 

I  would  also  bring  to  &vorable  notice  of  the 
department  Acting  Master's  Mate  J.  MeGfath, 
temporarily  performing  duty  as  gunner. 

Owing  to  the  darkness  of  the  night,  and  pecu- 
liar construction  of  the  Hatteras,  I  am  able  ooij 
to  refer  to  the  conduct  of  those  officers  who  came 
under  my  especial  attention,  but  finom  the  chaiac- 
ter  of  the  contest,  and « the  amount  of  damage 
done  to  the  Alabanoa,  I  have  personally  no  reason 
to  believe  that  any  officer  fiiiled  in  his  dufy. 

To  the  men  of  the  Hatteras  I  cannot  give  too 
much  praise.  Their  enthusiasm  and  biaveiy 
was  of  the  highest  order. 

I  inclose  the  report  of  Assistant  Suigeon  K  S. 
Matthews,  by  which  you  will  observe  that  five 
men  were  wounded  and  two  kiUed.  The  miss- 
ing, it  is  hoped,  have  reached  the  fleet  at  Gal- 
veston. 

I  shall  communicate  to  the  department  in  a 
separate  report  the  movements  of  myself  and 
command  from  the  time  of  the  transfer  to  the 
Alabama  and  the  departure  of  the  earliest  mail 
from  this  place  to  the  United  States. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaat, 

R.  G.  Blaks, 


Hoa  Gideon  Welles, 

Becretarj  of  the  Nftrj. 

U.  fl.  OonoLATB,  KiMBvos,  Jju,  JuoMy  n,  ISA. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  to  yon  the  annexed  fist 
of  casualties  as  restating  from  a  recent  hrilliaDt 
but  disastrous  encounter  with  the  Alabama : 

John  C.  O^Leary,  fireman,  Ireland,  killed; 
William  Healy,  fireman,  Ireland,  kiUed;  Sdwtfd 
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UcGovran,  fireman,  Ireland,  severe  wound  in  the 
thigh ;  John  MThite,  first  cabin-boy,  slight  wound 
b  the  leg ;  Edward  Mattock ;  Captain* s  Mate 
Delano,  stight  wound  in  the  hand ;  Christopher 
Steptowick,  seaman,  Austria,  slight  wound  in 
back;  Patrick  Kane,  landsman,  Ireland,  slight 
wound  in  leg.  Acting  Master  Partridge  and  five 
men  are  missing,  all  of  whom  we  may  hope  have 
reached  the  fleet  olf  Galveston. 

The  wounded  are  in  a  favorable  condition  and 
will  goon  be  able  to  return  to  duty  again  in  the 
sorice  of  their  country. 

Although  destitute  of  medicines,  owing  to  the 
rapid  sinking  of  the  Uatteras,  and  even  of  suffi- 
cient  covering  for  the  wounded,  yet  no  difficulty 
was  experienced  in  their  proper  treatment  An 
ample  supply  of  medicines  and  medical  appli- 
ances were  placed  at  my  disposal  by  the  medical 
officer  of  the  Alabama  for  the  use  of  our  sick  and 
wounded. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
Edward  S.  Matthews, 

AasUtAat  Surgeoo  U.  S.  N. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  R.  Q.  Blakb. 

A   NATIONAL   ACCOUNT. 

UmrrsD  Stato  Ship  9t.  Lawkkxob,  ) 
Kkt  Wmt,  February  17,  1S6S.     f 

Sik:  Having  seen  in  several  papers  an  account 
of  the  loss,  and  also  the  armament  of  the  United 
States  steamship  Hatteras,  I  wish  to  state  these 
facts.  On  the  eighth  of  January  we  received  or- 
ders in  New-Orleans  to  take  a  drail  of  men,  who 
had  belonged  to  the  West&eld,  to  the  Brooklyn, 
the  flag-ship  at  Galveston,  and  commence  opera- 
tions at  that  place.  We  arrived  on  the  tenth, 
and  on  that  afternoon  commenced  bombarding 
the  fortifications  until  sundown,  when  we  ceased 
fifing.  The  next  day  being  Sunday,  there  was 
no  %hting. 

At  three  o^clock  signals  from  the  Brooklyn, 
announcing  a  strange  sail  in  the  offing,  and  for 
Qs  to  get  under  weigh  in  chase,  were  made  to  us. 
Twenty  minutes  after  three  we  made  the  strange 
sail  out  to  be  a  bark  under  easy  sail ;  at  half-past 
m  we  came  within  two  miles  of  her,  when  she 
hoisted  English  colors;  it  now  began  to  grow 
^Jark.  At  seven  o'clock  we  were  nearly  along- 
side ;  at  ten  minutes  past  seven  our  captain  hailed 
her,  when  she  answered  it  was  her  Majesty's 
steamer  Petrel  Then  our  captain  answered  he 
^ould  send  a  boat  on  board,  and  had  lowered 
^  gig  for  that  purpose,  when  we  received  a 
hail  from  them,  wishing  to  know  what  steamer 
vas  that,  and  our  captaui  answered,  United  States 
steamer  Hatteras,  Then  he  replied :  *'  This  is 
the  confederate  steamer  Alabama — fire  I"  They 
had  tried  to  get  in  a  raking  position,  but  we  were 
too  wide  awake  for  them. 

The  moment  the  order  to  fire  from  him  was 
^ven,  we  received  their  starboard  broadside,  con- 
'^^^  of  a  hundred-and-five-pounder  rifle  pivot- 
gun,  four  long  thirty -twos,  one  eight-inch  double 
lortificd  pivot,  and  one  twenty-pounder  rifle  Dahl- 
gren  gun,  which  we  returned  with  two  thirty-two 
^^um  guns^  and  one  thirty-pounder  rifled  gun. 
Then  commenceed  a  running  fight    We  got  our 


twenty-pounder  rifled  gun  over  on  the  port  side, 
and  well  she  did  her  duty ;  there  was  no  flinch- 
ing, and  our  gallant  captain  well  sustained  the 
reputation  that  fame  had  given  him.  ^^  Give  it  to 
them,  my  boys ;  give  it  to  them,"  he  said ;  "  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  must  never  come  down,"  and 
three  hearty  cheers  followed  his  words. 

But  what  was  a  shell  like  her  to  a  staunch- 
built  corvette  like  the  Alabama  ?  She  peeled  our 
iron  plates  off  in  a  few  minutes,  and  then  came 
the  terrible  news  that  our  engine  was  destroy- 
ed, and  we  were  on  fire  in  three  different  places. 
"  Drown  the  magazine,"  was  the  first  order.  By 
this  time  she  had  seven  feet  water  in  the  hold, 
and  she  had  keeled  over  three  streaks  to  port. 
The  port  battery  was  then  thrown  over,  and  in  a 
few  moments  she  righted.  Then,  when  we  could 
not  return  a  single  shot,  and  she  was  sinking 
fast,  the  order  was  reluctantly  given  to  fire  a  lee 
gun,  which  was  done. 

The  great  disparity  between  the  two  vessels 
was  in  the  weight  of  metal.  At  her  first  broad- 
side she  threw  three  hundred  and  twenty-four 
pounds  at  us,  which  fairly  staggered  us  ;  and  we 
returned  from  our  port  broadside  with  two  thir- 
ty-twos and  one  thirty  pound  rifle,  all  the  avail- 
able force  we  had  at  command.  Weight  thrown, 
ninety-four  pounds ;  disparity  between  tlie  two 
broadsides,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds. 
We  struck  the  Alabama  seven  times  between 
wind  and  water,  and  thirteen  shots  above  her 
water-line.  The  pumps  had  to  be  kept  going  to 
keep  her  afloat  from  the  time  of  our  capture  un- 
til we  arrived  at  Kingston,  Jamaica. 

- 1  will  give  you  an  exact  account  of  the  battery 
of  the  Uatteras,  and  also  of  the  Alabama : 


HATTKBAS. 


ALABAMA. 


Short 8S guns— 2700  lbs., 4'Tx)ng8Ss, 6 

80-pounder  rifle-guns, 2  10.Vpoander  rifle,  on  a  pi  rot,  1 

20-poaDder  rifle^gun, 1  68  double  fortified  pivot, 1 


12-pouBder  howitzer, 1 


24-pounder  rifle, 1 


Total, 8        Total, 9 

A   REBEL   NARRATIVE. 

COHPBDUtATB  STATES  StBAMU  ALABAMA,  ) 

January  20, 1868.      f 

Esteemed  Friend  ;  .  .  .  We  have  at  this  pres- 
ent seventeen  ofiBcers  and  one  hundred  and  one 
men  rescued  from  the  gunboat  Hatteras,  which 
we  entirely  destroyed  on  the  evening  of  the  elev- 
enth of  January,  1863.  As  it  is  likely  you  may 
see  the  Northern  accounts,  I  will  give  you  the 
true  version,  or  rather  facts  as  they  actually  oc- 
curred. On  the  eighth  of  December  last  we  cap- 
tured the  Cahfomia  steamer  Ariel,  and  obtained 
late  files  of  New- York  papers  containing  accounts 
of  the  formidable  Banks  expedition.  This,  we 
judged,  was  destined  to  operate  against  Galves- 
ton, Texas,  and  as  our  whereabouts  was  unknown, 
we  believed  that  a  sudden  and  unexpected  dart 
into  their  midst,  and  the  destruction  of  some  of 
their  transports  under  cover  of  darkness,  would 
be  crowned  with  success,  and  consequently  put 
an  end  to  or  delay  for  an  indefinite  time  this  part 
of  their  campaign.  The  pros  and  cons  of  this 
matter  were  fully  discussed,  and  pronounced  feas- 
ible.    Accordingly,  on  the  eighth  of  January 
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we  shaped  our  course  for  Galycston,  and  at  mid- 
day of  the  eleventh  the  lookout  reported  six  men- 
of-war  at  anchor  off  the  bar.  In  accordance  with 
our  prearranged  plans,  (for  night  attacks,)  we 
hauled  in  shore,  taking  the  bearings  of  the  fleet, 
intending  when  dark  came  on  to  make  one  bold 
strike  for  Dixie,  and  determination  in  perceptible 
lines  to  do  or  die  was  traced  on  each  countenance. 
But,  as  the  result  shows,  all  human  calculations, 
by  the  will  of  an  oyerruling  Providence,  are  oft- 
times  brought  to  naught  or  entirely  subverted. 
Scarce  half  an  hour  elapsed  after  changing  our 
course  when  the  look-out  informed  us  that  a 
steamer  was  in  chase,  showing  that  we  had  been 
under  observation ;  and  seeing  us  heading  off 
shore,  concluded  at  once  that  our  object  was  to 
run  the  blockade. 

Under  this  false  impression,  the  gunboat  Hat- 
teras,  of  twelve  hundred  tons,  one  nundred  and 
thirty-two  men,  and  mounting  seven  guns,  was 
sent  to  capture  and  bring  us  into  port  We  con- 
tinued our  course  without  alteration  until  we  had 
succeeded  in  drawing  her  beyond  reach  of  assist- 
ance, when  suddenly  furling  every  thing,  we  turn- 
ed to  meet  her.  Every  man  was  at  his  station, 
guns  loaded  with  five-second  shell,  and  run  out, 
and  in  almost  breathless  silence  we  awaited  the 
approaching  vessel.  By  this  time  the  deepening 
shades  of  twilight  had  fallen  upon  us.  The  en- 
emy, steaming  rapidly  up,  ranged  close  along- 
side, and  hailed  for  our  name  and  nationality. 
Our  reply  was,  "  H.  B.  M.  gunboat  Petrel ;"  and 
demanding  the  same  of  them,  were  answered  the 
^*  U.  S.  gunboat  Hatteras."  Immediately  upon 
receiving  this  answer  we  informed  them  properly 
that  our  ship  was  the  G.  S.  steamer  Alabama, 
and  immediately  poured  a  broadside  into  her. 
The  fire  was  promptly  and  vigorously  returned, 
and  for  a  short  time  shot  and  shell  hurtled  thick 
and  fast  around  us,  without  doing  any  material 
damage.  I  will  give  the  Yankee  credit  for  fight- 
ing well  and  bravely,  but  the  prestige  of  the  Ala- 
bamans name  hung  like  a  pall  over  their  spirits, 
and  added  to  this,  their  own  experience  of  the  ra- 
pidity and  accuracy  of  our  firing  was  more  than 
they  could  stand;  and  in  thirteen  and  a  half 
minutes  fi*om  the  time  we  opened  upon  her  she 
was  firing  lee  guns — the  token  of  submission. 
The  order  to  cease  firing  was  passed,  and,  with 
three  times  three  cheers  for  Dixie,  we  lowered 
our  boats,  as  they  were  anxiously  calling  for  as- 
sistance. 

None  but  an  eye-witness  can  conceive  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  wreck.  With  no  standing  rigging 
left;,  her  entire  broadside  crushed  in,  and  in  one 
place  under  her  guards  an  immense  hole  where 
our  entire  battery  struck  almost  the  same  instant, 
presented  a  scene  of  confusion  and  destruction 
perfectly  indescribable.  Many  of  our  shell  struck 
and  passed  through  both  sides,  tearing  and  smash- 
ing every  thing  in  its  wa^,  and  exploding  on  the 
far  side  of  the  vesseL  Six  shells  passed  through 
the  engine-room,  five  exploding  and  breaking  every 
thing  to  atoms ;  two  others,  entering  and  explod- 
ing in  the  coal-bunkers,  set  fire  to  her  in  different 
parts.    Their  condition  was  truly  horrible,  with  i 


the  ship  on  fire  and  her  bottom  knocked  ooi  We 
scarcely  had  time  to  clear  the  wreck  after  receivinj 
the  last  man,  when  with  a  heavy  lurch  she  went 
down,  leaving  visible  a  small  portion  of  her  tojv 
gallant  masts.  The  engagement  lasted  thirteen 
and  a  half  minutes,  and  the  entire  time  occupied 
in  fighting  and  rescuing  prisoners  was  fifty  min- 
utes. 

You  will  be  able  to  form  some  faint  ideiof  the 
affair  when  I  tell  you  the  engagement  wis  begun 
at  a  distance  of  forty  yards,  and  at  no  time  were 
we  at  a  greater  distance  than  seventy  yards.  The 
most  astonishing  thing  is,  how  little  loss  of  life 
there  was.  Their  loss  was  two  killed,  one  severe- 
ly wounded,  and  six  slightly,  with  twelve  miss- 
ing. We  had  one  shot  through  the  stem,  passing 
through  the  lamp-room,  smashing  every  tiling  to 
pieces ;  one  shell  a  few  feet  abaft  the  forenust, 
passing  through  the  bulwarks,  ripping  up  the  deck 
and  lodging  in  the  port  bulwark  without  ex^od- 
ing,  and,  in  truth,  had  it  exploded,  I  would  sctfc^ 
ly  have  written  you  this.  A  second  shell  strudk 
a  few  feet  forward  of  the  bridge  and  tore  up  the 
deck.  A  third  and  fourth  in  the  main  rigving— 
one  striking  a  chain-plate  and  doubling  it,  bodi 
entered  the  coal-bunkers,  but  only  one  exploded, 
and  that  did  no  damage  further  than  miking  a 
hole  in  her  side.  A  fifth  shot  passed  through  our 
midship  boat,  and  striking  the  smoke-stack,  piss- 
ed through  and  through,  scattering  iron  splinters 
around  like  hail  A  sixth  and  last  struck  the 
muzade  of  the  after  broadside  gun,  causing  it  to 
run  in  the  truck,  passing  over  the  foot  of  one  man 
and  bruising  it  considerably,  without  incapacitat- 
ing him  for  duty.  Our  calamities—one  man 
wounded  in  the  chest  by  a  splinter  from  the 
smoke-stack.  Not  unto  us,  not  unto  us,  0  God, 
but  unto  Thee  be  all  the  praise  1  After  receiring 
the  prisoners  on  board,  we  immediately  shaped 
our  course  for  the  island  of  Jamaica,  at  which 
place  I  will  mail  this 

Your  sincere  fiiend,        Clabencb  R.  Tokge, 

PikynMlcrafi5. 


Doc  101, 
BATTLE  OP   ARKANSAS  POST. 

REPORT  OF  MAJOR-GENERAL  HcCLRRXAXD. 

HBADQCArncBS  Armt  op  Tm  MosisBm,  ( 
BnAJf  D  TioMSs,  Uaa  RiTer,  January  90,  188SL     ) 

Lieut- Colonel  John  A.  Rawlin^  A.  A.  Genera^ 

Department  of  the  Tennessee  : 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  submit  the  followins  re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  forces  of  which,  in 
pursuance  of  the  order  of  Major-Qeneral  Grant, 
commanding  the  department  of  the  Tennessee,  1  as- 
sumed command  on  the  fourth  insi,  at  HiUikeo's 
Bend,  La.,' resulting  in  the  reduction  of  Fort  Hind- 
man,  more  generally  known  as  Post  Arkansas. 

These  forces,  styled  by  me  for  convenience  and 
propriety  of  description,  the  '^Army  <^  the  Mis- 
sissippi," consisted  of  piu*ts  of  two  corps  d'armee; 
namely,  the  Thirteenth,  my  own,  and  the  Fl^ 
teenth,  Major-(}en.  Sherman^s.  Desiring  to  gire 
my  undivided  attention  to  matters  afiectiog  the 
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general  eommand,  I  immediately  assigned  Brig.- 
General  Geo.  W.  Morgan,  a  tried  and  meritorious 
officer,  to  the  command  of  the  Thirteenth  corps 
d'annee,  in  which  he  was  the  senior  division  com- 
mander. 

The  fifteenth  corps,  temporarily  constituted  by 
me  the  right  wing,  was  composed  of  the  following 


FIRST  Dmsiow. 

Brigadier-General  P.  Steele,  commanding. 

First  brigade,  Brig. -Gen.  Prank  P.  Blair,  com- 
manding—Thirteenth Illinois,  Twenty-ninth  Mis- 
souri, Thirty-first  Missouri,  Thirty-second  Mis- 
souri, Fifty-eighth  Ohio,  Thirtieth  Missouri 

Second  brigade,  Brig. -Gen.  C.  E.  Ilovey,  com- 
manding —  Seventeenth  Missouri,  Twenty-fifth 
•  Iowa,  Third  Missouri,  Seventy-sixth  Ohio,  Thirty- 
first  Iowa,  Twelfth  Missouri. 

Third  brigade,  Brig. -General  John  M.  Thayer, 
commanding — Pourth  Iowa,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa, 
Thirtieth  Iowa,  Twenty-sixth  Iowa,  Ninth  Iowa, 
infantry. 

Artillery— First  Iowa,  Capt  Griffiths ;  Fourth 
Ohio,  Captain  Hoffman,  and  First  Missouri  horse 
artillery. 

Cavalry — ^Third  Illinois,  and  company  — ,  Fif- 
teenth Illinois. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General  D.  Stuart,  commanding. 

First  brigade — Colonel  G.  A.  Smith,  command- 
ing—Eighth Missouri,  Sixth  Missouri,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirteenth  Illinois,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixteenth  DUnois,  Thirteenth  United  States. 

Second  brigade.  Colonel  T.  Kilby  Smith,  com- 
manding—Fifty-fifth  Illinois,  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty^venth  Illinois,  Fifty-fourth  Ohio,  Eigh- 
tj-third  Indiana,  Fifty-seventh  Ohio,  infantry. 

Artillery — Companies  A  and  B,  First  Illinois 
light  artillery,  and  Eighth  Ohio  battery. 

Cavaby — Two  companies  of  Thielman's  Hlinois 
WtalioD,  and  company  C,  Tenth  Missouri. 

The  Thirteenth  corps,  forming  the  left  wing, 
was  composed  of  the  following  forces : 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Brigadier-General  A.  J.  Smith,  commanding. 

J^t  brigade.  Brig. -Gen.  S.  G.  Burbridge,  com- 
manding—Sixtieth Indiana,  Sixteenth  Indiana, 
Twcnty-third  Wisconsin,  Eighty-third  Ohio,  Six- 
ty-serenth  Indiana,  Ninety-sixth  Ohio. 

Second  brigade.  Colonel  W,  J.  Landrum,  com- 
manding— Nineteenth  Kentucky,  Seventy-seventh 
Dlinois,  Forty-eighth  Ohio,  Ninety-seventh  Illi- 
nois, One  Hundred  and  Eighth  Hlinois,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirty-first  Illinois,  Eighty-ninth  Indi- 
Mw,  infantry. 

Artillery— Seventeenth  Ohio  battery.  Captain 
Bloont,  and  Illinois  Mercantile  battery,  Captain 
Cooley. 

Cavalry — One  company  Fourth  Indiana. 

SECOND   DIVISION. 

Brigidier-C^erKl  P.  I.  Osterhaus,  commanding. 

First  brindc,  CoL  L.  A.  Shelden,  commanding 
--^txtietti  Indiana,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth 
UlJDois,  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Ohia 


Second  brigade.  Col.  D.  W.  Lindsay,  command- 
ing— Third  Kentucky,  Forty-ninth  Indiana,  One 
Hundred  and  Fourteenth  Ohio. 

Third  brigade.  Colonel  J.  De  Courcy,  command- 
ing— Sixteenth  Ohio,  Twenty-second  Kentucky, 
Forty-second  Ohio,  Fifty-fourth  Indiana,  infantry. 

Artillery — First  Wisconsin,  Capt  Foster,  Sev- 
enth Michigan,  Captain  Lamphere. 

Having,  as  already  mentioned,  assumed  com- 
mand of  these  forces  on  the  fourth  instant,  aft^r 
they  had  retired  firom  the  neighborhood  of  Vicka- 
bui^gh,  I  sailed  with  them,  the  same  day,  in  exe- 
cution of  a  pun>ose,  the  importance  of  which  I  had 
suggested  to  Gen.  Gorman,  at  Helena,  on  the  thir- 
tieth December  ultimo,  on  my  way  down  the  river. 
That  purpose  was  the  reduction  of  Fort  Hindman, 
which  had  been  laboriously  and  skilfully  enlarged 
and  strengthened,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
rebellion ;  which  formed  the  key  to  Little  Rock, 
the  capital  of  the  State  of  Arkansas,  and  the  ex- 
tensive and  valuable  country  drained  by  the  Ar- 
kansas River,  and  from  which  hostile  detachments 
were  constantly  sent  forth  to  obstruct  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  River  and  thereby  our 
communications. 

A  Government  transport,  the  Blue  Wing,  laden 
with  valuable  military  stores,  only  a  few  days  be- 
fore, fell  prey  to  one  of  these  detachments ;  and 
ammunition  taken  from  her  was  used  against  us 
in  the  engagement  of  which  I  am  giving  an  ac- 
count Without  turning  my  arms  in  this  direc- 
tion, my  forces  must  have  continued  comparative- 
ly idle,  at  Milliken's  Bend,  until  you  should  have 
altered  your  plan  for  the  reduction  of  Vicksburgh, 
or  recalled  them. 

Landing  at  intervals  to  supply  my  transports 
with  fuel  cut  from  the  forest,  or  already  cut  and 
found  upon  the  bank,  the  army  safely  arrived  al 
the  mouth  of  the  White  River  on  the  eighth  inst 
Henceforth  its  operations  were  controlled  by,  and 
but  fulfilled  the  following  instructions,  previously 
communicated  by  me  to  army  corps  command- 
ers: 

First  Having  arrived  at  the  mouth  of -the  White 
River,  the  commanders  of  army  corps  of  the  '^ar- 
my of  the  Mississippi'*  will  lose  no  time  in  mov- 
ing their  conunands  upon  their  transports,  up  that 
river  to  the  cut-ofl^  and  through  it  into  and  up  the 
Arkansas  River  to  a  suitable  point  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  same,  near  and  below  Post  Arkansas 
for  disembarkation. 

Second.  The  army  will  move  from  the  mouth  of 
the  White  River  in  the  following  order :  The  Fif- 
teenth corp^  Major-Gen.  Sherman  commanding, 
forming  the  right  wing,  right  in  frt>nt,  first ;  the 
Thirteenth  corps,  Brig. -Gen.  Morgan  commanding^ 
forming  the  left  wing,  in  the  same  order,  nwt 

Third.  Arrived  at  the  proposed  point  for  de- 
barkation, the  two  corps  will  immediately  disem- 
bark, being  careful  to  preserve  their  distinctness 
and  to  protect  their  landing  by  skirmishers  and 
advanced  detachments, ....  and  rapidly  march 
as  follows : 

The  Fifteenth  corps,  Major-Gen.  Sherman,  com- 
manding, by  the  rear  of  the  post,  Until  the  right 
of  the  corps  has  reached  the  river  above  the  post 
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....  being  careful  to  guard  against  the  surprise 
of  rear  attack,  and  to  keep  his  command  clear  of 
the  range  of  our  gunboats'  fire.  The  Thirteenth 
corps,  Brig. -Gen.  Morgan  commanding,  will  follow 
the  Fifteenth  and  form  in  line  on  its  left  .  .  . 

Fourth.  Each  corps  should  extend  its  lines  so 
as  to  complete  the  investment  of  the  enemy's 
works ;  and  if  in  order  to  do  so,  the  left  wing  has 
to  move  so  far  to  the  right  as  to  leave  too  great  a 
space  between  its  left  and  the  river,  the  same  will 
be  secured  by  a  detachment  of  infantry  and  artil- 
lery from  the  Thirteenth  corps,  posted  in  a  com- 
manding position  for  that  purpose. 

Fifth.  Notwithstanding  what  precedes,  the  com- 
mander of  the  Thirteenth  corps  will  debark  two 
(2)  regiments  of  infantry,  one  (1)  company  of  cav- 
alry, and  three  (3)  pieces  of  artillery,  at  a  suitable 
point  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  and  near  And 
below  the  post,  under  instructions  to  ascend  the 
right  bank,  (beyond  the  reach  of  the  enemy's 
guns  on  the  opposite  shore,)  to  a  point  on  the 
river  above  the  post,  giving  control  of  the  river. 

Sixth.  Skirmishers  should,  in  all  instances,  pre- 
cede the  movements  herein  ordered.  Cavalry  de- 
tachments should  be  sent  out  in  different  direc- 
tions to  reconnoitre  the  country.  Reserves  should 
be  kept  to  the  rear  of  the  investing  lines,  ready  to 
be  moved  to  any  point,  in  case  the  enemy  should 
venture  to  make  a  sortie ;  and  to  every  battery 
of  light  artillery,  a  company  of  infantry  should  be 
detailed,  for  the  purpose  of  protecting  it,  and  as- 
sisting its  advance. 

Seventh.  Having  completed  the  investment,  ac- 
cording to  the  plan  indicated,  the  enemy  will  be 
equally  cut  off  from  reinforcements  and  escape, 
and  must,  together  with  his  works,  and  all  his 
munitions  of  war,  become  a  capture  to  our  arms. 

Ascending  to  Notrib's  farm,  three  miles  below 
the  Fort,  by  the  way  of  the  White  River,  the  cut- 
off and  the  Arkansas,  my  object  was  to  deceive 
the  enemy,  to  the  latest  moment,  as  to  my  desti- 
nation, and  the  point  upon  which  the  suspended 
blow  would  fall;  and  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  T  succeeded  in  doing  so,  untD  I  had  approach- 
ed within  thirty  miles  of  the  Fort 

Landing  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  at  No- 
trib's  farm,  at  five  o'clock  p.m.,  on  the  ninth,  the 
work  of  disembarking  was  busily  continued  until 
noon  the  next  day,  when  it  was  completed.  . 

In  the  mean  time,  accompanied  by  Lieut -Col. 
Schwartz,  of  my  staff,  by  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  on 
the  tenth  instant,  I  bad  reconnoitred  the  river- 
road,  and  a  portion  of  the  levee,  extending  at 
right  angles  from  it,  within  a  mile  and  a  half  of 
the  Fort,  and  discovered  that  the  enemy  was 
abandoning  a  line  of  rifle-pits  about  half  a  mile 
above  the  levee,  under  stress  of  the  fire  of  one  of 
the  gunboats. 

Communicating  with  Gen.  Sherman,  I  suggest- 
ed to  him  the  elegibility  of  the  river-road,  firom 
which  he  might  diverge  at  or  near  the  levee,  in 
making  a  detour  for  the  purpose  of  investing  the 
upper  side  of  the  Fort  His  column  was  put  in 
motion  at  eleven  o'clock  a.m.,  but  diverging  be- 
low that  point,  the  head  of  it,  consisting  of  Gen. 
Hovey's  brigade,  of  Qen.  Steele's  division,  alter 


meeting  and  dispersing  a  strong  picket  of  the  en- 
emy,  soo  i  encountered  a  swamp,  about  onefbarih 
of  a  mile  wide.  Passing  this  swamp  with  much 
difficultv,  the  brigade  rested  upon  an  opea  space 
called  "Little  Prairie." 

Riding  up  to  the  point  where  the  brigade  had 
entered  the  swamp,  and  witnessing  its  embanss- 
ment,  I  sent  Col.  Stewart  of  my  stafi^  and^hief 
of  cavalry,  with  my  escort,  to  the  left  and  front, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  embrasures  now  discor- 
ered,  ip  that  portion  of  the  levee  farthest  from 
the  river,  were  occupied  by  cannon,  and  to  Terify 
the  practicability  of  the  river-road.  He  soon  re- 
pointed  that  there  were  no  cannon  in  the  embra- 
sures ;  that  the  levee  had  been  held  the  night  be- 
fore, as  a  line  of  defence,  by  infantry,  who  had 
retired  upon  the  Fort;  that  he  had  discovered  , 
one  brass  piece  beyond  the  next  line  of  defence, 
limbered  up  for  removal,  and  that  the  ri?er-itiad 
was  not  only  practicable  but  good.  Acoording)j, 
I  directed  General  Sherman  to  move  the  second 
division  of  his  corps,  commanded  by  Gen.  Stuart,  - 
by  that  road,  which  was  rapidly  and  successfully 
done. 

After  the  rear  of  Gen.  Steele's  division,  con5i4> 
ing  of  General  Blair's  brigade,  had  croissed  the 
swamp.  Major  Hammond,  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General  of  General  Sherman's  corps,  brought  in- 
formation from  him,  that  he  had  learned  fi^m  a 
farmer,  that  the  upper  side  of  the  Fort  oould  not 
be  gained  by  any  practicable  route  on  that  side 
of  the  swamp  short  of  seven  miles  in  length,  and 
without  crossing  a  bayou  on  a  narrow  bridge. 

I  immediately  crossed  the  swamp,  and  informed 
myself  of  the  situation  by  personal  interrogati(»n 
of  the  farmer,  and  by  personal  observatioa  St^ 
ing  at  once,  that  for  Gen.  Steele's  division  to  ^ 
forward  on  a  line  so  extended  and  remote  from 
the  enemy's  works,  would  be  virtually  to  retire 
it  from  the  pending  fight ;  to  separate  it  by  a 
wide  and  miry  swamp  from  the  rest  of  my  foms; 
to  expose  it  to  rear  attack  by  any  hostile  reeo- 
forcements  that  might  be  approaching ;  to  weaken 
my  assaulting  columns  on  the  left  and  centre,  and 
the  cover  afforded  by  them  to  my  transports;  and 
to  leave  it  no  other  way  to  rejoin  the  advanced 
forces,  except  by  crossing  the  bayou  on  a  narrow 
bridge,  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  to  destroy  or 
obstruct  by  force,  I  instantly  decided  that  the 
division  ought  to  return,  and  so  ordered. 

Recrossing  the  swamp  with  me,  Gen.  Sherman, 
in  pursuance  of  my  instructions,  hastened  ap  the 
river  to  General  Stuart's  division  of  his  corpse  the 
head  of  which  he  found  resting  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  Fort  I  also  hastened  fcn'ward  to  the  same 
spot,  and  finding  General  Morgan  already  there, 
learned  that  his  corps,  guided  by  a  member  of 
my  staff,  was  advancing  in  the  saoae  direction, 
and  within  a  fbw  moments  of  the  head  of  General 
A.  J.  Smith's  division,  appeared  to  the  i^ht  and 
rear  of  General  Stuart's. 

Indicating  to  Gkn.  Moiigan  the  ground  I  wi<hed 
him  to  occupy,  I  ordered  Gen.  Sherman  to  move 
Gen.  Stuart  s  division  to  the  right,  and  General 
Steele's,  when  it  shojuld  come  up,  stfll  further  to 
the  right,  across  a  bayou  on  the  upper  side  of  the 
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enemy's  worka,  to  the  river,  in  order  to  let  in 
Gen.  Smith's  and  Gen.  Osterhaua's  divisions  of 
Gen.  Moiigan's  corps,  on  the  left,  and  next  to  the 
river,  so  as  to  complete  the  investment  of  the  en- 
my  according  to  my  original  plan. 

Despatching  CJol.  Stewart,  of  my  staff;  and  chief 
of  cavalry,  with  my  escort,  to  explore  the  ground 
to  the  bayou  on  the  right,  it  hastened  badL,  and 
requested  Rear- Admiral  Porter,  commanding  the 
Mississippi  squadron,  to  advance  the  gunboats, 
and  open  fire  on  the  enemy's  works,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  diverting  his  attention,  while  the  land 
forces  shoald  gain  the  ppsitions  assigned  to  them. 
Promptly  complying,  the  Admiral  advanced  his 
boftts,  and  opened  a  terrific  cannonade  upon  the 
fort,  wliich  was  continued  an  hour  or  more,  and 
until  after  nightfall. 

At  ten  o'clock  p.m.,  Col.  Stewart,  Chief  of  Cav- 
alry, rejoined  me,  and  reported  that  he  had  push- 
ed his  reconnoissance  yesterday  quite  to  the  en- 
emy's cantonment  of  log  huts,  and  even  beyond, 
to  the  bayou,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in  the 
way  of  an  advance  to  that  point,  or  so  far  as  he 
could  judge,  beyond.  He  also  brought  with  him 
about  one  hundred  prisoners,  whom,' still  lingering 
about  the  cantonments,  he  had  captured.  As 
Gen.  Sherman  had  not  yet  advanced  to  the  ba- 
you, I  hastened  Col.  Stewart  back  to  communicate 
the  information  he  had  brought,  and  with  an  or- 
der to  Gen.  Sherman  to  lose  no  time  in  gaining 
the  bayou. 

Meanwhile,  Gen.  Steele's  division  had  recross- 
^  the  swamp,  except  a  detachment  of  it,  left  un- 
der Gen.  Sherman's  order,  to  make  a  feint  in  the 
direction  of  the  bridge  mentioned. 

During  the  night.  Gen.  Osterhaus  bivouacked 
his  division  near  the  landing,  in  a  position  com- 
Diaodiog  the  neighboring  approaches  across  the 
swamp,  and  covering  our  transports  against  pos- 
sible attack  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river. 

On  the  night  of  the  ninth,  CoL  Lindsay's  bri- 
g^e  had  disembarked  nine  miles  below  Notrib's 
^,  at  Fletcher's  Landing,  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  in  pursuance  of  General  Morgan's 
order,  and  marching  across  a  bight  of  the  river, 
^d  taken  position,  and  planted  a  battery  on  the 
bank  above  the  Fort-^^qually  cutting  off  the  es- 
<*pe  or  reenforcement  of  the  enemy  by  water. 
This  was  accomplished  early  on  the  tenth  inst, 
^  formed  an  important  part  of  my  original 
plan;  for  the  prompt  and  skilful  execution  of 
^bi(^  I  accord  to  Colonel  Lindsay  ^*eat  credit. 

Passing  a  cold  night  without  fires  and  tents, 
oiff  chilli  but  faithiful  men  were  greeted  by  a 
bright  and  genial  sun  on  the  morning  of  the 
eleventh. 

By  half'past  ten  o'clock  a. v.,  the  two  corps 
were  in  position,  and  were  ready  to  commence 
^e  attack.  General  Steele's  division  formed  the 
extreme  nght'of  the  line  of  battle,  reaching  near 
the  bayou.  General  Stuart's,  and  General  A.  J. 
Smith's  divisions  were  formed  on  its  left.  One 
^gade  of  Gen.  Osterhaus's  division,  Col.  Shel- 
don commanding,  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the 
^c,  resting  upon  the  river,  in  full  view  of  the 


Fort*  Another  brigade  of  the  same  division,  CoL 
De  Courcy  commanding,  was  held  in  reserve, 
while  the  remaining  bri^ide  of  the  same  division, 
Colonel  Lindsay  commanding,  was  disposed  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  as  already  ex- 
plained. 

Company  A,  First  regiment  Illinois  light  ar- 
tillery, Captain  Wood  commanding,  was  posted 
to  the  left  of  General  Stuart's  division,  on  the 
road  leading  into  the  Post.  Company  B,  of  the 
same  regiment,  Captain  Barrett  commanding,  was 
posted  in  the  centre  of  the  same  division ;  the 
Fourth  Ohio  battery.  Captain  Hoffman  command- 
ing, in  the  interval  between  General  Stuart's  and 
General  Steele's  divisions,  and  the  First  Iowa  bat- 
tery, Capt.  Griffiths  commanding,  between  Thay- 
er's and  Uovey's  brigades  of  General  Steele's  di- 
vision. 

The  First  Missouri  horse  artillery  was  in  re- 
serve, with  Gen.  Blair's  brigade ;  and  the  Eighth 
Ohio  battery  was  posted  in  the  rear  of  the  centre 
of  the  general  line. 

Three  pieces  of  the  Seventeenth  Ohio  battery 
were  advanced  to  an  intrenched  position  in  front 
of  Landram's  brigade  of  General  Smith's  division, 
and  was  supported  by  the  Ninety-sixth  Ohio. 

A  section  of  twenty-pounder  Parrott  guns, 
Lieutenant  Webster  commanding,  was  posted  by 
General  Osterhaus  near  the  river-bank,  within 
eight  hundred  yards  of  the  Fort^  concealed  by 
fallen  trees  from  the  view  of  the  enemy ;  while 
two  sections  of  th/e  Illinois  Mercantile  battery 
were  masked  and  held  by  the  same  officer  in  re- 
serve. 

The  Seventh  Michigan  battery.  Captain  Lam- 
phere  commanding,  remained  with  Colonel  De 
Courcy;  two  twenty-pounder  Parrotts,  of  the 
First  Wisconsin  battery,  Capt  Foster  command- 
ing, and  a  section  of  the  Illinois  Mercantile  bat- 
tery,  under  Lieutenant  Wilson,  were  with  Col 
Lindsey. 

The  cavalry  were  disposed  in  the  rear,  undei 
orders  to  force  stra^j^glers  to  return  to  their  ranks. 

Such  was  the  disposition  of  the  forces  under 
my  command  on  the  eve  of  the  battle  of  the  Ar- 
kiuisas.  On  the  other  hand,  the  position  of  the 
enemy,  naturally  strong,  was  one  of  his  own 
choosing. 

Post  Arkansas,  a  small  village,  the  capital  of 
Arkansas  county,  is  situated  on  elevated  ground 
above  the  reach  of  floods,  and  defining  for  some 
miles,  the  left  bank  of  the  river.  It  was  settled 
by  the  French  in  1685,  is'  fifty  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  river ;  one  hundred  and  seventeen 
miles  below  Little  Rock,  and  is  surrounded  by  a 
fruitful  country,  abounding  in  cattle,  com,  and 
cotton. 

Fort  Hindman,  a  square  fuU-bastioned  fort,  is 
erected  within  this  village  upon  the  bank  of  tho 
river,  at  the  head  of  a  bend  resembling  a  horse- 
shoe. The  "  exterior  sides  "  of  the  Fort  between 
the  salient  angles  were  each  three  hundred  feet 
in  length ;  the  faces  of  the  bastions  two  sevenths 
of  an  exterior  side,  and  the  perpendiculars  one 
eighth.     The  parapet  was  eighteen  feet  wide  on 
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top  ;  the  ditch  twenty  feet  wide  on  the  ground 
level,  and  eight  feet  deep,  with  a  slope  of  four 
feet  hase. 

A  "  banquette "  for  infantry  was  constructed 
around  the  interior  slope  of  the  parapet;  also 
three  platforms  for  artillery  in  each  bastion,  and 
one  in  the  curtain  facing  north. 

On  the  southern  face  of  the  north-eastern  bas- 
tion was  a  casemate  eighteen  by  fifteen  feet  wide, 
and  seven  and  a  half  feet  high  in  the  clear ;  the 
walls  of  which  were  constructed  of  three  thick- 
nesses of  oak  timbers,  sixteen  inches  square,  and 
so  the  roof  with  an  additional  revetment  of  iron 
bars.  One  of  the  shorter  sides  of  the  casemate 
was  inserted  in  the  parapet,  and  was  pierced  by 
an  embrasure  three  feet  eight  inches  on  the  in- 
side, and  four  feet  six  inches  on  the  outside ;  the 
entrance  being  in  the  opposite  wall.  This  case- 
mate contained  a  nine-inch  columbiad. 

A  similar  casemate  was  constructed  in  the  cur- 
tain facing  the  river,  containing  an  eight-inch  co- 
lumbiad, and  still  another  nine-inch  columbiad 
was  mounted  in  the  salient  angle  of  the  south- 
eastern bastion  on  a  *^ centre  pintle  Barbette" 
carriage.  All  of  these  gims  commanded  the  river 
below  the  Fort 

Besides  these,  there  were  four  three-inch  Par- 
rott  guns  and  four  six-pounder  iron  smooth-bore 
gims,  mounted  on  field-carriages  on  the  platform 
in  the  Fort ;  which  also  contained  a  well-stored 
magazine,  several  firame  buildings  and  a  well. 

The  entrance  to  the  Fort,  seciu'ed  by  a  traverse, 
was  on  its  north-western  side,  and  from  the  sali- 
ent angle  of  the  north-western  bastion  extended 
a  broken  line  of  rifle-pits  westerly  for  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  yards,  toward  the  bayou,  inter- 
sected by  wooden  traverses.  Along  the  line  of 
rifle-pits  six  field-pieces  were  mounted,  of  which 
three  were  rifled. 

Although  the  neighboring  bridge  across  the 
bayou  had  been  partially  destroyed,  yet  the  latter 
was  passable  at  several  points. 

Below  the  Fort  occur  the  rifle-pits  and  levee 
before  mentioned.  The  levee  exposed  a  convex 
line  to  our  advance,  was  pierced  for  ten  guns  and 
lined  on  the  inside  by  rifle-pits.  The  second  line 
of  rifle-pits,  with  intervals  left  for  six  guns,  ex- 
tended across  the  high  land  from  the  river  to  the 
swamp,  its  rear  approach  being  obstructed  by  an 
abattis  of  fallen  timber.  And  still  nearer  the 
Fort  was  a  deep  ravine,  entering  the  river  at  right 
angles  and  extending  inland  in  different  arms,  in 
front  of  the  left  of  our  line.  In  front  of  the  cen- 
tre of  the  line  was  an  open  field. 

This  strip  of  high  land  afforded  the  only  avail- 
able approach  from  our  landing  to  Hie  enemy's 
defences,  and  above  the  second  line  of  rifle-pits, 
expanded  into  a  dry  plateau,  extending  to  the 
swamp  on  the  east  and  north-east,  and  to  the 
bayou  and  river  on  the  west  and  south. 

This  plateau,  crossed  by  the  Brownsville  and 
Little  Rock  road,  embraced  the  enemv's  canton- 
ment, his  principal  defences  and  the  field  of  ac- 
tion of  this  day,  which  covered  a  space  of  about 
one  thousand  yards  square. 

Having  placed  in  battery,  at  the  request  of  Ad- 


miral Porter,  two  twenty-pounder  Parrotts,  as  al- 
ready explained,  for  the  purpose  of  dismounting 
the  gun  in  the  lower  casemate,  which  had  seri- 
ously annoyed  the  gunboats  on  the  preTiom  even- 
ing, and  all  my  forces  being  ready  for  action,  I 
sent  word  to  the  Admiral,  accordingly,  and  no- 
tified him  that  as  soon  as  he  had  opened  fire,  I 
would  advance  to  the  attack  of  the  enemy's 
works ;  and  at  twelve  k.  repeated  the  same  com- 
munication. 

At  one  o'clock  p.m.,  the  gunboats  opened  itre, 
immediately  followed  by  the  fire  of  artillery  along 
the  right  wing  of  my  line,  and  soon  after  by  the 
fire  of  artillery  along  the  left  wing.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  thirty  minutes,  the  infantry  were  to 
advance  to  the  charge,  and  when  our  men  were 
heard  shouting  to  the  gunboats,  in  order  to  avoid 
inflicting  injury  upon  them,  were  to  cease  fiiins. 

By  hdf-past  one  o'clock  Hovey's  and  Thayer  s 
brigades  and  Giles  A.  Smith  and  T.  K.  Smith's 
brigades  of  General  Sherman's  corps,  had  crossed 
in  double-quick  time,  a  narrow  space  of  cleared 
ground,  in  their  front,  and  gained  position  in  a 
belt  of  woods  extending,  irregularly,  some  three 
hundred  yards  quite  to  the  enemy's  rifle-pits; 
checked  here,  for  a  time,  by  a  sudden  and  severe 
fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  from  coTer  of  the 
enemy's  works,  they  boldly  resumed  and  contin- 
ued their  advance,  supported  by  Blair's  brigade, 
as  a  reserve,  until  they  had  approached  within 
short  musket-range  of  the  enemy  s  line,  and  fonnd 
shelter  in  some  ravines  lined  by  underbrush  and 
fallen  timber. 

In  executing  this  movement,  General  Hovey 
was  wounded  by  a  fragment  of  a  shell,  but  con- 
tinued upon  the  field  in  the  gallant  discharge  of 
duty ;  General  Thayer  lost  his  horse,  which  was 
shot  under  him,  and  Colonel  G.  A.  Smith  andt 
K.  Smith  led  their  commands  in  a  manner  chal- 
lenging the  commendation  of  their  superior  (^ 
cers.  Wood's  and  Barrett's  batteries  also  per- 
formed valuable  service ;  Hoflfman's  bttteiy  was 
advanced  within  two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy  s 
intrenchments,  and  poured  in  a  rapid  and  effect- 
ive fire  from  three  successive  positions.  It  vas 
now  three  o'clock  p.m. 

The  artillery  of  General  Morgan's  corps  having 
opened  fire  about  one  o'dock,  as  already  men- 
tioned, kept  it  up  with  telling  effect  ibr  some 
time.  Lieut  Webster's  twenty-poundw  fttfrotu, 
on  the  river  bank,  completely  oifiladed  the  two 
faces  of  the  north-eastern  bastion — some  of  their 
shots  penetrating  the  embrasure  of  the  casemate, 
and  contributing,  with  others  firom  the  gunboatN 
to  silence  the  gun  inside  of  it ;  also  the  iightff 
gun  in  the  northern  curtain  and  the  gun  eo  ha^ 
bette  in  the  south-eastern  bastion,  which  appea^ 
ed  to  be  above  the  elevation  of  the  gunboatt;'  6n. 
These  results  are  not  only  recounted  by  Gflusal 
Osterhaus  as  important  in  themsdves,  but  tf 
bearing  honorable  testimony  to  the  skill  and  effi- 
ciency of  Lieutenant  Webster. 

Blount's  three  ten-pounder  Parrotts  eontinaed 
to  pour  a  well-directed  fire  into  the  enemy's  hnes 
until  General  A.  J.  Smith's  diviawi  had  pass^ 
to  the  front  and  neared  the  enemy's  worb.    » 
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▼as  probably  the  fire  of  these  guns  that  exploded 
ft  caisson  within  the  enemy's  intrenchments,  kill- 
ing sereral  men  and  all  its  horses. 

Wlien  the  enemy  and  his  works  had  been  visi- 
blr  damaged  by  the  fire  of  artillery,  General  A. 
J.  Smith  deployed  nine  regiments  of  Burbridge's 
and  Landrum's  brigades,  supported  by  three  regi- 
ments in  reserye,  and  steadily  moving  forward, 
drove  the  enemy's  advance  toward  the  open 
ground  in  fi'ont  of  the  right  of  his  defences — 
{seeking  shelter  behind  a  cluster  of  cabins.  CoL 
Guppy,  with  the  Twenty-third  Wisconsin,  was 
ordered  to  chai^ge  and  dislodge  him,  which  he 
promptly  did,  forcing  him  to  flee  to  his  intrench- 
ments.  After  which,  the  same  regiments,  led  by 
tlieir  tried  and  gallant  brigade  commanders,  under 
the  personal  direction  of  Gen.  Smith,  continued 
their  advance  until  they  had  approached  within 
two  htmdred  yards  of  the  Fort,  when  Gen.  Smith 
sent  back  word  that  he  could  almost  shake  hands 
with  the  enemy. 

Meanwhile  GoL  Sheldon,  under  Gen. Gsterhaus^s 
opportune  direction,  had  ordered  up  Cooley's  bat- 
tery wiAin  two  hundred  yards  of  the  enemy's 
defences,  and  deployed  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eighteenth  Dlinois  on  its  right,  and  massed  the 
Ooe  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Ohio  on  its  left, 
JMlding  the  Sixty-ninth  Indiana  in  reserve.  Both 
in&Qtry  and  artillery  replied  to  the  galling  fire 
of  tiie  enemy  until  the  rifle-pits  of  the  latter,  in 
front,  were  nearly  cleared.  Seizing  the  oppor* 
tuni^,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Ohio 
dashed  forward  to  carry  the  east  face  of  the  Fort, 
and  only  £iiled  because,  superadded  to  the  fosse, 
there  was  an  impassable  ravine  in  the  wav. 

Col  De  Courcy's  brigade,  which  with  General 
Blairs  bad  borne  the  brunt  of  the  repulse  near 
\icbburgh,  was  left  near  the  transports  to  pro- 
tect them,  and  to  guard  the  approach  across  the 
swamp  by  which  General  Steiele  had  counter- 
marched, and  remained  there  until  about  three 
o'clock,  when  it  was  ordered  up. 

Having  reenforced  General  Sherman,  at  his 
ttquest,  at  a  quarter-past  three  o'clock,  by  send- 
ing the  Twenty-third  Wisconsin,  Nineteenth  Ken- 
tuckv,  and  Ninety-seventh  Illinois,  from  General 
Smith's  division,  to  take  position  further  to  the 
i%ht;  and  the  engagement,  notwithstanding  the 
goQs  of  the  Fort  hi^  been  silenced  by  the  com- 
^>uwd  fire  of  my  artiUery  and  the  gunboats,  b«ng 
s^^  and  general  on  both  sides,  I  ordered  an 
asttolt 

Barbridge*s  brigade  with  the  two  regiments  of 
Undram's  which  had  been  sent  to  its  right,  and 
Uie  One  Hundred  and  Twentieth  Ohio  of  Colonel 
Sheldon's  brigade  bearing  the  bnuit^  dashed  for- 
ward under  a  deadly  fire  quite  to  thr  enemy's 
intrenchments,  the  Sixteenth  Indiana,  Lieut -Col. 
John  M.  Orr,  with  the  Eighty-third  Ohio,  Lieut- 
Colonel  Baldwin,  of  Burbridge's  brigade,  and  the 
One  Hundred  and  Tn^entieth  Ohio,  Colonel  D. 
French,  of  Colonel  Sheldon's  brigade,  being  the 
fint  to  enter  the  Fort  Presenting  himself  at  the 
ntranoe  of  the  Fort,  Gen.  Burbridge  was  halted 
^7  the  guard,  who  denied  that  they  had  surren- 


dered *un^  he  called  theur  attention  to  the  white 
flag,  and  ordered  them  to  ground  their  arms. 
Immediately  after,  meeting  General  Churchill, 
conunandant  of  the  post,  he  referred  him  to  me, 
firom  whom  I  received  the  formal  surrender  of 
the  post,  ite  armament,  garrison,  and  all  its  stores. 

Further  to  the  enemy's  left  his  intrenchments 
were  stormed  by  General  Sherman's  command, 
who  immediately  ordered  General  Steele,  whose 
zeal  and  daring  added  to  his  previous  renown, 
to  push  forward  one  of  his  brigades  along  the 
bayou,  and  cut  oflf  the  enemy's  escape  in  that 
direction. 

Colonel  Lindsay,  as  soon  as  a  gunboat  had  pass- 
ed above  the  Fort,  hastened  with  his  brigade 
down  the  opposite  shore,  and  opened  an  oblique 
fire  from  Foster's  two  twenty,  and  Lieutenant 
Wilson's  two  ten-pounder  Parrott's,  into  the 
enemy's  line  of  rifle-pits,  carrying  away  his  bat^ 
tie-flag  and  killing  a  number  of  his  men.  Eager 
to  do  still  more,  he  embarked  the  Third  Kentucky 
on  board  of  one  of  the  gunboats  to  cross  the  river 
to  the  Fort,  but  before  it  got  over  the  enemy  had 
surrendered. 

Thus  at  half-past  four  o'clock,  after  three  and 
a  half  hours'  hard  fighting,  our  forces  entered  and 
took  possession  of  ail  the  enemy's  defences. 

To  General  Morgan  I  assigned  the  command 
of  the  Fort,  who  as  a  token  of  the  conspicuous 
merit  of  General  Smith  throughout  the  action, 
assigned  it  to  that  officer.  To  General  Sherman 
I  gave  charge  of  all  the  other  defences  and  the 
prisoners  outside  of  the  Fort,  who  in  like  manner 
honored  General  Stuart  by  giving  them  into  his 
charge. 

Seven  stands  of  colors  were  captured,  including 
the  garrison  flag,  which  was  captured  by  Captain 
Ennis,  one  of  General  Smith's  aids-de-«amp. 

General  Burbridge  planted  the  American  flag 
upon  the  Fort  which  had  been  placed  in  his 
hands  as  a  tribute  to  his  gallantry,  by  General 
Smith,  for  that  purpose.  Besides  these,  five  thou- 
sand prisoners ;  seventeen  pieces  of  cannon,  large 
and  small ;  ten  gun*carriages,  and  eleven  limbers ; 
three  thousand  stands  of  small  arms,  exclusive 
of  many  lost  or  destroyed;  one  hundred  and 
thirty  swords,  fifty  Colt's  pistols ;  forty  cans  of 
powder;  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty 
rounds  of  shot,  shell,  and  canister  for  ten  and 
twenty-pounder  .  Pairott  guns ;  three  hundred 
and  seventy-five  shells,  grape-stands  and  can- 
ister ;  forty-six  thousand  rounds  of  ammunition 
for  small  arms;  five  hundred  and  sixty-three 
animals,  together  with  a  considerable  quantity 
of  quartermaster  and  commissary  stores,  fell  into 
our  hands.  Of  these  captures,  seven  pieces  of 
cannon  had  been  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  our 
artillery  and  the  gunboats ;  beside  one  hundred 
and  seventy  wagons,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
stores  which  were  destroyed  for  want  of  means 
to  bring  them  away. 

Our  loss  in  killed  was  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  ;  in  wounded,  eight  hundred  and  thirty -one ; 
and  missing,  seventeen — ^in  all  in  killed,  wounded, 
and  missing,  nine  hundred  and  seTenty-seven ; 
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while  that  of  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  the  pro- 
tection afforded  by  his  defences,  proportionably 
to  his  numbers,  was  much  larger. 

The  prisoners  of  war  I  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioner for  the  exchange  of  prisoners  at  St 
Louis,  and  utterly  destroying  all  of  the  enemy's 
defences,  together  with  all  buildings  used  by  him 
for  military  purposes,  I  reembarked  my  command 
and  sailed  for  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  seventeenth 
instant,  in  obedience  to  Major-Gen.  Grant's  orders. 

Noticing  the  conduct  of  the  oflBcers  and  men 
who  took  part  in  the  battle  of  the  Arkansas,  I 
must  refer  to  the  reports  of  corps,  division,  bri- 
gade and  regimental  commanders  for  particular 
mention  of  those  who  specially  signalized  their 
merit ;  but  in  doing  so,  I  cannot  forbear,  in  jus- 
tice, to  add  my  tribute  to  the  general  zeal  and  ca- 
pability of  the  former,  and  valor  and  constancy 
of  the  latter. 

Gen.  Sherman  exhibited  his  usual  activity  and 
enterprise ;  Gen.  Morgan  proved  his  tactical  skill 
and  strategic  talent ;  while  Generals  Steele,  Smith, 
Osterhaus,  and  Stuart,  and  the  several  brigade 
commanders,  displayed  the  fitting  qualities  of 
brave  and  successful  oflBcers. 

The  members  of  my  staff  present — Col.  Stew- 
art, Chief  of  Cavalry ;  Lieut -Col.  Schwartz,  In- 
spector General ;  Lieut -Colonel  Dunlap,  A.Q.M. ; 
Major  McMillen,  Medical  Director;  Major  Ram- 
sey ;  Captain  Freeman,  and  Lieutenants  Jones, 
Caldwell  and  Jayne,  Aidsrde-camp — all  render 
ed  valuable  as.sistance.  Lieut  Caldwell,  who  as- 
cended into  the  top  of  a  lofty  tree  in  full  view  of 
the  enemy  and  within  range  of  his  fire,  and  gave 
me  momentary  information  of  the  operations  both 
of  our  land  and  naval  forces  and  of  the  ene- 
my, particularly  challenges  my  commendation  and 
thanks. 

To  CoL  Parsons,  A.Q.M.,  and  master  of  trans- 
ports, I  also  offer  my  acknowledgments,  not  only 
for  the  successful  discharge  of  arduous  duties  in 
his  department,  but  for  important  services  as  vol- 
unteer aid,  in  bearing  orders  in  the  face  of  dan- 
ger, on  the  field.  And  to  Major  Williams,  Sur- 
geon of  the  Second  Illinois  light  artillery,  I  am 
also  indebted  for  professional  usefulness. 

The  maps  and  drawings  herewith  submitted 
will  illustrate  the  disposition  of  the  land  forces, 
the  position  of  the  gunboats,  the  defences  of  the 
enemy,  the  field  of  operations,  and  the  surround- 
ing country. 

W  hile  mourning  the  loss  of  the  dead  and  sym- 
pathizing with  the  bereavement  of  their  kindred 
and  friends,  and  the  sufferings  of  the  wounded, 
we  should  offer  our  heartfelt  gratitude  to  Al- 
mighty God  for  the  complete  success  vouchsafed 
to  our  arms  in  so  just  a  cause. 

John  A.  McClbrnand,* 

Mi^lor-CtenenJ  Oommandlng. 

REPORT   OF   GENERAL   HOVET. 

HiUAqDAJtTus  Sboobtd  Brioadv,  Fixst  Dnristoii, ) 

FirmxTH  Amct  Gorpm.  v 

Sraiion  OovTUiRHTAL,  January  18, 1868. ) 

Gaptaik:   Pursuant  to  orders  from  General 

^  Farther  reports  of  thii  engagement  will  be  found  In  the  Sup 
plement. 


Steele,  the  Second  brigade  debirind  on  the 
morning  of  the  tenth  instant,  at  NotriVs  planta- 
tion, about  one  mile  below  "ArkansK  Post," 
and  marched  in  a  north-westeriy  direction,  with 
the  view  of  passing  in  the  rear  of  tiie  Fort  and 
gaining  the  river  above.  The  brigade  cousins  of 
the  Seventeenth,  Twelfth,  and  Third  Missouri  in- 
fantry, the  Twenty-fifth  and  Thirty-first  lowi  in- 
fantry, the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  in&ntryt  and  the 
First  Missouri  horse  artillery.  Hariog  proceed- 
ed one  half-mile  to  near  the  woods,  the  aieioT  s 
pickets  were  discovered  in  force,  and  Captain 
Landgrasber  was  ordered  forward  and  dispersed 
them  with  a  few  shells  firom  his  howitien 
Bearing  to  the  right  and  following  the  old  wood- 
road,  the  brigade  soon  reached  an  apparentlj  im- 
passable bayou,  but  a  crossing  was  at  last  effect- 
ed, and  the  route  pursued  for  several  miles. 
Small  squads  of  the  enemy^s  cavalry  botend  in 
our  advance,  and  several  were  captured.  Ahoot 
two  o'clock  the  column  was  ordered  to  return  to 
the  landing,  where  it  arrived  just  before  dark, 
and  bivouacked  for  the  night 

Hardly  had  the  camp  fires  been  lighted,  when 
orders  were  received  to  move  immediateW  bv 
another  route  and  by  a  night-march  to  our  ori- 
ginal destination.  Over  marshy  ground,  thiddy 
covered  with  wood,  without  a  guide  and  with  the 
only  direction,  "  to  take  a  north-westerly  coarse;*' 
we  set  out  Fortunately,  the  North  Star  was  in 
full  view,  and  by  its  aid  we  were  eoaUed  to 
reach  the  point  indicated,  after  a  fiitigtiing  march 
of  more  than  eight  hours.  It  was  after  two 
o'clock  in  the  morning  when  we  reached  the  de- 
serted camps  of  the  enemy.  At  daybreak  Geo. 
Steele  and  staff  came  up,  and  ordered  the  bri- 
gade to  form  parallel  with  the  bayou  on  which 
its  right  then  rested,  move  toward  the  riTer,  and 
complete  the  investment  of  the  enemy's  worb. 

Having  moved  scarcely  more  than  half  a  miK 
we  met  the  enemy  in  force,  their  works  being  in 
full  view.  The  brigade  halted,  and  skirmishers 
from  the  Seventeenth  Missouri  were  sent  forward 
to  feel  the  enemy.  They  soon  became  body  en- 
gaged, and  the  Third  Missouri  infiuitiy  were 
ordered  forward  to  their  support  Here  a  brave 
man,  Captain  Greene,  of  the  Third  Missouri  t^ 
gether  with  two  color-bearers,  were  instantly 
killed  by  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  and  a  lar^ 
number  wounded  The  enemy  having  now  been 
unmasked  and  their  position  partiaUy  at  least  as- 
certained, a  halt  was  ordered  and  nothing  further 
was  done  uniSi  the  final  dispositions  for  redncin; 
the  Fort  were  made.  I  had  fomtten  to  state 
that  the  Twelfth  Missouri  was  left  behind  at  the 
landing  as  a  guard  for  the  transports,  and  that 
Captain  Landgrasber's  battery  finding  it  impo^- 
ble  to  follow  the  brigade  in  its  night-nanh 
through  the  woods  and  swamps,  was  also  len 
behind. 

This  brigade  occupied  the  extreme  right  and 
was  disposed  for  the  assault  as  follows :  Sev^fn 
teenth  Missouri,  under  Colonel  HassendcoV^'. 
were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  ad^•3^«^^ 
and  were  also  instructed  to  watch  the  riglit  l»a"^ 
of  the  bayou  to  guard  against^  or  at  lea^t  to  ;:ao 
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notice  of  a  flank  attack.     ColoDel  Shepard,  of 
the  Third  Missouri,  followed  him,  supported  by 
the  Thirty-first  Iowa,  under  Col.  Smyth.     Next 
to  the  left,  and  in  continuation  of  the  line  of  bat- 
tle, was  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio,  under  Colonel 
Woods,  supported  by  the  Twenty-fifth   Iowa, 
under  Colonel  Stone.     At  a  given  signal  Colonel 
Uassendeubel    advanced  with    his    skirmishers 
through  the  woods  along  the  bayou,  and  became 
hotly  engaged.     He  was  attacked  on  the  flank 
moch  more  violently  than  was  anticipated,  and 
was  compelled  to  divert  his  whole  regiment  from 
ite  original  course  to  repel  this  assault,  leaving 
Colonel  Shepard  in  the  advanoe  on  the  original 
line.     The  Seventy-sixth  Ohio,  under  Colonel 
Woods,  moved  off  on  the  double-quick  in  gallant 
style,  closely  followed  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Iowa. 
This  column  moving  over  open  ground,  and  in 
adr&nce  of  all  others,  drew  the  concentrated  fire 
of  the  enemy's  artillery  and  rifle-pits,  but  on 
they  moved,  nor  stopped  until  within  easy  rifle- 
range  of  the  enemy's  works.     Colonel  Woods's 
sharp-shooters  immediately  silenced  two  of  the 
enemy's  Parrott  guns,  and  not  another  shot  was 
fired  from  them  during  the  action. 

I  wish  to  call  especial  attention  to  the  good 
eondact  of  this  r^ment  Though  leading  the 
iilvance,  exposed  to  a  concentrated  and  galling 
fire,  and  holding,  as  I  believe,  during  the  entire 
action,  a  position  considerably  in  advance  of  any 
other  regiment,  not  a  man  fell  out  of  the  ranks ; 
there  was  no  confusion,  every  man  did  his  duty. 
By  silencing  the  Parrott  guns  in  front,  the 
adTance  of  the  brigade  next  on  the  left.  Colonel 
Smyth's,  was  rendered  comparatively  safe.  The 
compUcation  on  my  extreme  right,  where  the 
rebels  bad  stationed  their  cavalry  to  fire  firom 
across  the  bayou  on  our  rear,  and  two  r^ments 
of  iafiintry  to  fire  on  our  flank,  early  attracted 
my  attention.  Here  I  ordered  a  charge  on  the 
enemy's  works  by  the  Third  Missouri,  under  Col. 
Shepard,  supported  by  the  Thirty-first  Iowa, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Smyth.  They  moved 
forward  vigorously,  and  for  a  time  I  confidently 
expected  they  would  enter  the  works,  but  the 
g*Hing  cross-fire  of  the  infiintry  and  artillery, 
bearing  directly  on  their  front  and  flanks,  and 
coming  from  a  quarter  unexpected,  and  therefore 
not  guarded  by  Colonel  Hassendeubel's  sharp- 
shooters, checked  the  charge,  and  at  length  com- 
pelled Colonels  Shepard  and  Smyth  to  resume 
tbeir  original  line  of  battle. 

Colonel  Hassendeubel,  with  his  regiment  of 
sbarp^hooters,  continued  to  do  excellent  service 
until  his  ammunition  was  exhausted.  They 
'fere  then  ordered  to  the  rear  to  re-supply  them- 
jel^es.  Finding  the  enemy  had  massed  a  stifong 
force  to  protect  this,  the  weakest  part  of  his 
J^orks,  I  brought  forward  two  twelve-pound 
howitzers,  with  the  view  of  shelling  back  the 
«nemy  beyond  rifle-range.  Two  shots  only  had 
wen  fired  when  the  Fort  was  surrendered. 

I  have  already  spoken  of  the  gallant  conduct 
of  the  Seventy-sixth  Ohio  and  its  Colonel ;  of  the 
Third  Missouri  and  its  Colonel,  who  captured 
two  stands  of  rebel  colors,  and  of  the  good  ser- 


vice done  by  the  Seventeenth  Missouri ;  and  I 
will  now  add  that  Colonel  Stone,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Iowa,  and  the  majority  of  his  regiment, 
acted  like  veterans,  but  the  cowardly  conduct  of 
his  Major  in  leaving  the  field  in  the  face  of  the 
enemy,  thereby  giving  countenance  to  straggling 
and  skulking,  cannot  be  too  severely  censured. 
The  Thirty-first  Iowa  lost  much  of  its  effective- 
ness through  lack  of  discipline.  This  and  the 
Twenty-fifth  Iowa  are  new  regiments. 

I  should  not  do  full  justice  did  I  close  this  re- 
port without  making  honorable  mention  of  my 
staff-officers,  Capt  F.  M.  Crandal,  Lieuts.  J.  E. 
Bryant,  and  F.  H.  Wilson,  and  Sergeant  Sid.  C. 
Morgan.  Inclosed  are  lists  of  casualties  in  the 
several  regiments. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  E.  Hovet, 

Brigadier-OeneraL 

F.  M.  Crandal,  A.A.G. 

To   Captain    J.  W.   Paddock, 

A.  A.  0«neral  Flnt  DlTlsion,  FUte«nth  Army  Corps. 

BEPORT    OF   REAR-ADMIRAL    PORTER. 

Uxmo  States  Mississippi  Squadrox,  ) 
Aakansas  Post,  Jan.  11,  180S.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  on 
the  fourth  of  January,  General  McClernand  con- 
cluded to  move  up  the  river  upon  the  Post  of 
Arkansas,  and  requested  my  cooperation.  I  de- 
tailed three  iron-clads  —  the  Louisville,  Baron  dc 
Kalb,  and  Cincinnati  —  with  all  the  light-draft 
gunboats,  all  of  which  had  to  be  towed  up  the 
river. 

On  the  ninth  we  ascended  the  Arkansas  River 
as  high  as  Arkansas  Post,  when  the  army  landed 
within  about  four  miles  of  the  Fort.  The  enemy 
had  thrown  up  heavy  earthworks  and  extensive 
rifle-pits  all  along  the  levee.  While  the  army 
were  making  a  detour  to  surround  the  Fort,  I 
sent  up  the  iron-clads  to  try  the  range  of  their 
guns,  and  afterwards  sent  up  the  Rattler,  Lieut. 
Commanding  Watson  Smith,  to  clear  out  the 
rifle-pits,  and  the  men  behind  an  extensive 
breastwork  in  fi-ont  of  our  troops.  The  Black 
Hawk  also  opened  on  them  with  her  nfled  guns, 
and  after  a  few  shots  the  enemy  left  the  works, 
and  our  troops  marched  in.  At  two  o'clock  Gen. 
McClernand  told  me  the  troops  would  be  in  posi- 
tion to  assault  the  main  fort  —  a  very  formidable 
work  —  and  I  held  all  the  vessels  in  readiness  to 
attack  when  the  troops  were  in  position.  At  half- 
past  five  in  the  afternoon.  Gen.  McClernand  sent 
me  a  message,  stating  that  every  thing  was  ready, 
and  the  Louisville,  Baron  de  Kalb,  and  Cincinnati 
advanced  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the 
Fort,  which  then  opened  fire  from  their  heavy 
guns,  and  eight  rifled  guns  and  musketry.  The 
superiority  of  our  fire  was  soon  manifested.  The 
batteries  were  silenced,  and  we  ceased  firing; 
but  no  assault  took  place,  and  it  being  too  dark 
to  do  any  thing,  all  the  vessels  dropped  down  and 
tied  up  to  the  bank  for  the  night 

The  Baron  De  Kalb,  Lieutenant  Command- 
ing Walker ;  Louisville,  Lieutenant  Commanding 
Owen ;  and  the  Cincinnati,  Lieutenant  Command- 
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ing  Bache,  led  the  attack,  and  when  hotly  en- 
gaged I  brought  up  the  light-draft  vessels,  the 
Lexington  and  Black  Hawk,  to  throw  in  shrapnel 
and  rifle-shelL  The  fire  was  very  destructive, 
killing  nearly  all  the  artillery  horses  in  and  about 
the  fort 

When  the  battery  was  pretty  well  silenced,  I 
ordered  Lieutenant  Commanding  Smith  to  pass 
the  Fort  in  the  light-draft  iron-clad  Rattler,  and 
enfilade  it,  which  he  did  in  a  very  gallant  and 
handsome  manner,  but  suffered  a  good  deal  in 
his  hull  in  doing  so.  All  his  cabin-works  were 
knocked  to  pieces,  and  a  heavy  shell  raked  him 
from  stem  to  stem  in  the  hull.  Strange  to  say, 
two  heavy  shells  struck  his  iron-plating — three 
quarter  inch— on  the  bow  and  never  injured  it. 
He  got  past  the  Fort,  but  became  entangled  among 
the  snags  placed  in  the  river  to  impede  our 
progress,  and  had  to  return. 

In  the  evening  attack  the  vessels  of  all  the 
commanders  were  well  handled,  particularly  the 
iron-clads. 

It  was  close  quarters  all  the  time,  and  not  a 
gun  was  fired  from  our  side  until  the  gunboats 
were  within  four  hundred  yards  of  the  Fort.  The 
condition  of  the  Fort  attests  the  accuracy  of  fire, 
and  the  persons  inside  give  the  Baron  De  Kalb, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Walker,  the  credit  of 
doing  the  most  execution. 

I  was  informed  again  this  morning  by  Gen. 
McClemand,  that  the  army  was  waiting  for  the 
navy  to  attack,  when  they  would  assault  the 
works.  I  ordered  up  the  iron-clads,  with  direc- 
tions for  the  Lexington  to  join  in  when  the  former- 
became  engaged,  and  for  the  fruiler  vessels  to 
haul  up  in  the  smoke  and  do  the  best  they  could. 
The  Rattler,  Lieut  Commanding  Smith,  and  the 
Guide,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Woodworth,  did 
good  execution  with  their  shrapnel,  and  when  an 
opportunity  occurred  I  made  them  push  through 
by  the  Fort  again,  also,  the  ram  Monarch,  Colonel 
Charles  Ellet ;  and  they  proceeded  rapidly  up  the 
river  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  by  the  only 
way  he  had  to  get  off. 

By  this  time  all  the  guns  in  the  Fort  were  com- 
pletely silenced  by  the  Louisville,  Lieutenant 
Commanding  E.  R.  Owen,  Baron  De  Kalb,  and 
Cincinnati,  and  I  ordered  the  Black  Hawk  up  for 
the  purpose  of  boarding  it  in  front  Being  un- 
manageable, she  had  to  be  kept  up  the  narrow 
stream,  and  I  took  in  a  regiment  from  the  oppo- 
site side  to  try  and  take  it  by  assault 

As  I  rounded  to,  to  do  so,  and  the  gunboats  com- 
menced firing  rapidly,  knocking  every  thing  to 
pieces,  the  enemy  held  out  a  white  flag,  and  I 
ordered  the  firing  to  cease.  The  army  then  en- 
tered and  took  possession.  Colonel  Dunnington, 
the  commander  of  the  Fort,  sent  for  me  and  sur- 
rendered to  me  in  person.  General  Churchill,  of 
the  rebel  army,  surrendered  to  the  military  com- 
mander. 

Our  army  had  almost  surrounded  the  Fort,  and 
would  no  doubt  have  carried  it  with  ease.  They 
enfiladed  it  with  rifled  field-pieces,  which  did 
much  damage  to  the  houses  and  light  work,  leav- 
ing their  mark  in  all  directions. 


I  do  not  know  yet  what  were  the  operaflons 
on  the  land  side.  I  was  too  much  interested  in 
my  own  affair,  and  in  placing  the  vessels  as  cir- 
cumstances required.  In  all  this  affair  there  was 
the  greatest  zeal  on  the  part  of  the  officers  com- 
manding to  carry  out  my  orders,  and  not  a  mis- 
take of  any  kind  occurred.  No  fort  ever  receiTed 
a  worse  battering,  and  the  behest  compliment  I 
can  pay  those  engaged  is  to  repeat  what  the 
rebels  said :  ^^  You  can't  expect  men  to  stand  up 
against  the  fire  of  those  gunboats."   . 

A  large  number  of  persons  were  captured  in 
the  Fort,  I  don't  know  how  many,  and  at  sun- 
down the  army  were  hurrying  in  tixe  cavaliy  and 
artillery. 

I  herewith  inclose  the  report  of  the  command- 
ing officers  and  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  and 
take  another  occasion  to  mention  to  the  depart- 
ment the  names  of  those  officers  who  have  difr> 
tinguished  themselves  particularly,  though  it  i& 
hard  to  discriminate  when  all  did  their  duty  so 
welL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

DikVin    D.  POBTEK 
▲oting  Rear- Admiral  Oomnumding  Bflsdnlp^  Sqaadrra. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 

RBPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDING  OWEN. 

UmTKD  Stats  Missiasm't  SQUixMcof,      | 
Ukitbo  Statbs  GoirvoAT  Lodistillb,  orr  AuAiRAi  Fmr.  V 

Abkanbab  Ritbr,  Jaauanr  U,  liHk    ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  report 
of  killed  and  wounded  on  board  this  vessol,  the 
damages  sustained  from  the  enem/s  guns,  sod 
the  amount  of  ammunition  expended  during  the 
engagements  of  yesterday  and  to-day  with  the 
enemy's  batteries  at  Arkansas  Post  The  dam- 
age  sustained  in  the  hull,  as  shown  by  the  car- 
penter's report,  though  serious,  has  not  in  the 
least  unfitted  her  for  duty.  I  cam  only  add  that 
every  officer  and  man  did  his  duty. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  K.  OwKS, 

Lieate&ant  Oommanding  United  States  Xat;. 

To  Acting  Rear-Admiral  David  D.  Pobteb, 

Commander  Mississippi  Squdr.'Q. 

rRtntD  SrAns  Mtssasmn  8QCkvu»,    ( 
Akkaxsaa  Riru,  Akk.^  Janoarj  11,  l^^  f 

Sir  :  The  following  is  a  list  of  the  killed  .ind 
wounded  on  board  the  United  States  gunboat 
Louisville : 

Fred.  H.  Gilhardy,  seaman,  wounded  in  the 
head,  mortally ;  Adam  Bradshaw,  seaman,  wound- 
ed in  the  thorax,  mortally ;  James  Mulhein^  «»' 
man,  wounded  in  the  thigh,  severdy ;  Jas.  Sulli- 
van, seaman,  contusion  of  thorax  and  abdomco; 
Thos.  Spencer,  seaman,  wounded  in  elbow,  slight- 
ly; Thomas  Jackson,  seaman,  wounded  in  le^ 
slightly;  Albert  Mowry,  seaman,  wounded  in 
knee,  slightly;  Jas.  Blaisdale,  seaman,  wounded 
in  hand,  slightly ;  Geo.  Holmes,  seaman,  contu- 
sion of  shoulder,  slightiy ;  J.  T.  Blatchford,  «- 
sign,  wounded  in  leg,  severd|y ;  Walter  Williams, 
seaman,  killed.  W.  D.  HormAis. 

A.A.fttfr«. 
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Ujitted  9tAm  Mystssippi  SgoADiuni, 
UxxTBD  States  Guxbuat  Baxox  Dr  Kalb 


•( 


AxKAMSAA  Post,  January  12, 1968 

Sib:  I  have  the  honof  to  report  that  in  the  at- 
tack on  this  place,  on  the  evening  of  the  tenth, 
this  vessel  was  struck  several  times,  hut  with  no 
serious  injury  to  vessel  or  crew.  In  the  attack 
on  the  eleventh,  one  of  the  ten-inch  guns  was 
struck  in  the  muzzle,  and  hoth  gun  and  carriage 
destroyed ;  one  thirty-two-pounder  carriage  struck 
and  destroyed ;  one  of  the  iron  plates  on  forward 
casemate  badly  broken  by  shot ;  the  wood-work 
about  two  of  the  ports  badly  torn  by  shot,  and 
one  lower-deck  beam  cut  off  by  a  plunging  shot 
through  the  deck.  The  other  injuries,  although 
considerable,  can  be  repaired  on  board  in  a  few 
days.  I  lost  two  men  killed,  and  fifteen  wound- 
ed—two probably  mortal  and  several  seriously. 
The  loss  was  from  shot  and  shell  entering  the 
ports.  My  officers  and  men  behaved  with  the 
greatest  gallantry  and  coolness,  and  the  practice 
with  the  guns  was  excellent  I  expended  forty- 
fire  ten-inch  shells,  nine  ten-inch  shrapnel,  sev- 
enty eight-inch  shells,  and  thirty-seven  thirty-two- 
.  pounder  shells. 

Inclosed  I  send  the  surgeon^s  report  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
semnt)  John  u.  Walker, 

Lieutenant  Commanding  U.S.N. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  MisslMlppl  Sqoadroa. 

Annexed  is  the  8urgeon*s  report  of  killed  and 
vounded  on  board  the  United  States  gunboat 
Baron  De  Kalb,  in  the  attack  on  Arkansas  Post, 
January  eleventh,  1863 : 

John  Ryan,  landsman,  killed ;  Theo.  Bender, 
third-class  boy,  severely  wounded,  probably  mor- 
Ul;  Peter  Olton,  coxswain;  Geo.  Smith,  seaman, 
Mvereiy ;  Jos.  Bader,  seaman ;  Jno.  Farren,  sea- 
°^n;  William  Smith,  seaman;  M.  C.  Doreohs, 
lightly  wounded ;  Wm.  Swisler,  seaman ;  Joseph 
H.  Malon,  seaman ;  Alfred  H.  Boyle,  yeoman ; 
Oscar  Jordan,  sej^nan ;  Antonio  dc  Uroa,  sea- 
nan;  Geo.  Fales,  seanuin;  William  Kelley,  sea- 
Qun;  Pierre  Leon,  seaman ;  John  Glenn,  seaman. 

John  Wise, 

Acting  Assistant  Sargeon. 

ToJxo.  G.  Walker, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 
KQORT  or  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDING  BACHE. 
Ukitko  States  Mississippi  Sqcadiiov, 

UHITBD  BTATKB  GrHBOAT  CtlfCIKRATI, 

Orv  AaxAsaAB  Post,  January  12, 1868. 

Sis:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  sus- 
tiined  no  serious  damage  in  the  attack  on  the 
^th.  One  shell  struck  us  at  the  water-line  for- 
^^  ftnd  a  second  went  through  the  upper 
works.  We  were  equally  fortunate  during  the 
>tUck  of  yesterday,  although  struck  nine  times 
^  the  bow-casement,  pilot-house,  and  upper 
work 

^  This  vessel  fired  the  first  gun,  at  half-past  one 
^'clock  P.M.,  and  in  half  or  three  quarters  of  an 
hour  the  right  casement  gun  of  the  Fort — the  one 
signed  to  us — ^was  silenced,  when  oar  fire  wm 
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directed  on  the  left  casement  and  harhette  guns, 
and  afterward  in  shelling  the  interior  of  the  Fort 
We  engaged  the  Fort  at  three  hundred  yards. 

I  have  the  honor  to  mention  Acting  £nsign  A. 
F.  O'Neil,  Acting  Master's  Mate  Henry  Boobey, 
and  Acting  Gunner  John  F.  Ribblett,  the  officers 
commanding  the  bow-guns,  for  coolness  and  skill 
in  directing  their  fire. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

George  M.  Bachb, 

Lieutenant  Commanding. 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  Squadron. 

REPORT  OF  LIEUTENANT  COMMANDING  SHIRK. 

UiriTBD  States  Mosnam  Squadron,        ) 
UniKD  Statbb  Guvboat  Lkxixgton,  off  Post  op  Arkastbab,  >• 

Arkanbab  Eivkr,  January  11,  1868.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  there  were 
expended  on  board  this  ship,  during  the  attack 
upon  this  Post,  by  the  forces  under  your  com- 
mand, on  the  tenth  instant,  fourteen  Parrott 
shells  and  two  eight-inch  shells,  and  during  the 
final  and  victorious  assault  of  to-day,  forty-nine 
eight-inch  shells  and  forty  Parrott  shells.  I  am 
happy  to  report  no  casualties.  The  woodwork 
of  the  ship  and  two  of  our  boats  are  somewhat 
damaged. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
servant,  James  W.  Shirk, 

Lieutenant  Commander. 

Assistant  Rear- Admiral  D.  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Mississippi  River  Squadron. 

lOaSOURI   **REPnELIOAN"   ACCOUNT. 

Arkaxbas  Post,  January  12. 

The  eighth  found  our  fleet  on  its  way  back 
from  the  ill-planned  attack  at  Yicksburgh,  oppo- 
site the  mouth  of  White  River.  There  was  one 
change  for  the  better,  however.  The  troops,  al- 
though somewhat  dispirited,  w^cre  no  longer  un- 
der a  leader  whom  they  wholly  distrusted.  An 
alteration  was  needed,  and  General  Sherman  was 
not  superseded  i^oment  too  soon.  General  Mc- 
Clemand  had  taken  command  in  his  place. 

At  the  mouth  there  was  a  pause,  and  White 
River's  silent  banks,  its  narrow  channel  entering 
into  and  losing  itself  almost  immediately  in  the 
dense  forest,  became  endued  with  a  new  interest 
That  lonely  ribbon  of  water,  winding  like  a  ser- 
pent out  of  sight  among  trees  hoary  and  bearded 
with  the  long,  gray  Spanish  moss,  had  been  for  two 
years  silent  to  commerce.  Far  up  it,  instead  of 
friendly  towns  were  hostile  strongholds,  and  tor- 
pedoes and  traps  in  lieu  of  other  welcome. 

Preparations  for  advancing  were  made,  and 
early  on  the  eighth  the  noble  fleet  turned  from 
the  Mississippi  into  this  stream  that  seemed 
hardly  more  than  a  bayou.  It  appeared  as  if  we 
would  choke  it  up,  as  if  as  many  paddles  beating 
at  once  might  dash  all  the  waters  out  and  leave 
us  imbedded  in  mud.  There  were  no  houses,  no 
£uTns,  nothing  but  swamps  and  wilderness,  which 
gave  back  the  echoes  of  our  progress,  the  hoarse 
puflfs  of  escaping  steam  and  snatches  of  songs. 
A  few  miles  from  the  mouth  of  White  River  we 
entered  the  ^^cutroff"  and  passed  into  the  Ar- 
kansas.    These  two  streams  being  near  each 
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other,  the  channel  of  the  latter,  hack  several 
miles  from  its  mouth,  breaks  through  into  the 
White,  thus  affording  easy  communication.  We 
were  now  in  a  broader  stream  and  progressed 
more  easily.  The  weather  was  delightful,  and  had 
there  been  foliage  instead  of  gray  pendent  moss 
upon  the  trees,  it  would  have  appeared  midsum- 
mer. Overcoats  were  discarded  by  many,  and 
shirt-sleeve  costume  adopted  instead.  Every  thing 
looked  favorable,  and  feeling  saddened  at  Yicks- 
burgh  became  cheerful  again.  Habitations  were 
few,  and  generally  wretched  pests,  with  scanty 
clearing  surrounding.  At  rare  intervals  some 
building  more  respectable  than  those  of  the 
"  poor  white  trash "  greeted  us,  always  built 
in  rambling  and  roomy  style,  great  porches,  and 
surrounded  by  negro  huts.  The  latter  on  these 
estates  were  much  better  than  the  majority  of 
those  belonging  to  white  people.  Old,  sallow, 
wrinkled  dames,  drawn  out  by  curiosity  from 
their  nests,  and  invariably  knitting,  would  occa- 
sionally stand  gazing  at  us,  silent  as  if  wooden 
blocks !  Surrounded,  framed  as  it  were,  by  the 
house-moss,  they  seemed  as  much  witches  as 
those  that  brewed  in  Macbeth* s  time.  Arkansas 
has  never  had  an  enviable  name,  and  were  the 
balance  of  it  poor  as  that  bordering  its  river,  it 
would  not  be  worth  opening  to  trade.  Truly, 
here*s  the  land  of  the  ^^Arkansas  traveller,"  where 
a  good  share  of  the  native  talent  is  devoted  to 
fiddling. 

Impoverished  and  wretched,  the  people  could 
apparently  have  no  worse  fate  than  being  left  to 
themselves.  At  places,  corn-bins  were  built 
upon  the  river's  bank,  generally  empty,  their 
contents  having  been  slid  into  boats  beneath 
and  transferred  up-stream.  One  or  two,  how- 
ever, were  blazing,  and  thousands  of  bushels 
thus  destroyed.  Sunken  barges  and  scows,  for 
a  couple  of  years  left  to  themselves,  lay  broken 
on  bars.  Every  thing  looked  as  if  the  people 
were  trying  to  exhibit  as  little  c^ilization  as  they 
could,  while  endeavoring,  with  the  least  possible 
labor,  to  bring  forth  the  least  possible  crops. 
Occasionally  horsemen  —  the  Texan  Rangers, 
which  infest  this  section  —  were  seen  riding  at 
full  speed  over  some  field,  out  of  rifle-shot.  The 
skill  they  exhibited  was  surprising,  making  them 
appear  like  Centaurs  —  horse  and  man  joined  in 
one. 

Thus  passing  along  without  incident,  our  gun- 
boats in  front  finally  slackened  speed  and  went 
to  reconnoitring.  We  were  near  the  rebel  posi- 
tion, Arkansas  Post  beyond,  around  a  bend,  and 
as  it  was  a  favorable  spot  for  disembarking,  the 
fleet  drew  near  shore.  Night  had  come  on,  and 
orders  were  given  to  wait  until  morning,  mean- 
while throwing  out  strong  pickets.  The  fields 
of  "  Haunt^  Farm,"  a  great  plantation  with  a 
large  half-ruined  house  and  numerous  negro  huts, 
were  chosen  to  debark  ypon.  Among  the  slaves 
it  was  considered  a  spirit  rendezvous.  "  Groblins 
damned"  danced  at  midnight  on  the  deserted 
cotton-fields,  Luna  gazing,  occasionally  flushed 
blood-red  in  anger,  spirits  of  defunct  negroes 
cried  in  the  branches,  and  hens,  those  staunch 


friends  of  good  wives,  left  off  their  agrectble  lays 
and  went  to  crowing  whenever  persons  near  were 
threatened  by  death.  John,  a  negro  semnt,  on 
board  our  vessel,  the  Ella,  had  a  nightmare  in 
consequence,  and  woke  us  at  twelve  o'dock  by 
his  loud  cries.  A  better  feeling  already  pervad- 
ed the  army,  and  night  settled  down  dear  and 
beautiful. 

Constant  chopping  resounded  from  the  woods 
beyond,  where  the  rebels  were  busy  endea?oring' 
to  obstruct  our  expected  advance  by  fdling  trees. 
With  unfailing  industry  they  devoted  the  hours 
of  slumber  to  perfecting  their  means  of  defence. 

One  doubt  was  most  pleasantly  removed ;  that 
an  evacuation  would  be  attempted.  Thej  were 
there  to  defend  the  Post,  fortified  by  so  mudi 
labor,  and  would  not  desert  it  Confident  in  the 
immense  strength  of  their  works,  the  abattis, 
rifle-pits,  and  batteries,  they  awaited  us.  Con- 
stant skirmishing  ensued  between  the  pickets. 

At  morning's  dawn  all  was  bustle  in  the  fleet 
Every  vessel  poured  forth  upon  the  shore  its 
crowds  of  soldiers.     Regiments  collected,  bri- 
gades formed,  and  at  nine  all  moved  fonrard,  the 
intention  being  to  surround  the  rebel  Fort   Onlj 
half  a  mile  away  were  their  first  line  of  work^  • 
where  the  levee,  making  a  curve  inland,  had  been 
raised  in  fix>nt  and  pitted  behind.     Among  some 
sheds,   grouped   just    before,    preparations   for 
masked    batteries  were    visible,   half  finished. 
They  had  deserted  these,  and  fled  back  to  a  se<> 
ond  line,  still  more  formidable,  six  hundred  yards 
in  the  rear.     The  Eighth  Missouri,  LieuL-Colond 
Coleman,  was  pushed  forward  as  skimusberSw 
This  regiment,  well  known  by  its  last  exploit's 
decimated  in  half  a  dozen  battles,  and  numbering 
only  two  hundred  and  ninety  men,  entered  the 
woods.     Almost  instantly  rapid  musketry  told 
them  engaged.     The  balance  of  General  Q.  A 
Smith's  brigade  followed.     On  those  earthworks 
the  rebels  had  placed  logs,  between  the  sfmces 
of  which  they  fired.     Ste^ily  up  the  hill,  some- 
times crawling,  again  gliding  behind  trees  and 
trees,  went  the  Zouaves,  and  back  from  these 
pits  also,  first  slowly,  then  running,  retired  the 
confederate  sharp-shooters.     Meanwhile,  stretch- 
ing out  in  a  line  to  the  right,  our  army  had 
passed  from  the  fields  into  the  woods,  the  lefl 
wing  remaining  at  the  river  rifle-pits  won.    Aftw 
toiling  forward  for  several  hours,  only  to  am'Te 
at  impassable  swamps  and  bayous,  the  centre 
and  right  had  to  return.     On  the  river*s  banis  in 
full  view  of  the  enemy,  and  commanded  by  their 
guns,  was  an  excellent  road,  leading  to  a  position 
nearer  them,  from  which  the  army  could  then 
invest,  by  stretching  at  a  right  angle  across  the 
point     When  friendly  darkness  came,  our  forces, 
thus  doubled   back    upon    themselves,   passed 
through  the  left  wing,  still  waiting  there,  and 
out  upon  this  route.     Gen.  Thayer,  with  his  bri- 
gade, led,  followed  by  Gen.  Hovcy. 

It  was  a  toilsome,  dangerous,  but  succeit5ful 
march  through  a  country  unknown ;  having  no 
guide,  the  troops  struggled  forward,  and  at  five 
o'clock  next  morning  reached  tlie  opposite  side 
of  the  bend  and  commanded  the  river  above. 
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All  Saturday  the  rebels  had  fired  at  intervals, 
irbeneTcr  troops  appeared  in  range  on  the  banks, 
generally  using  Parrott  missiles. 

CoopOTiting  with  the  army  was  Rear-Admiral 
Porter,  who  Imd  brought  up  three  iron-clads  and 
several  mosquito  vessels  from  his  Mississippi 
fleet.  The  former  were  the  Louisville,  Lieuten- 
ant Commanding  E.  K.  Owen ;  Cincinnati,  Lieu- 
tenant Commanding  Bache ;  and  De  Kalb,  (old 
St  Louis,)  Lieutenant  Commanding  Walker.  The 
Adfflir&rs  flag'Ship  was  the  armed  transport- 
steamer  Uncle  Sam. 

Saturday  evening,  at  dusk,  to  determine  the 
enemy^s  strength,  the  iron-clads  were  pushed 
forward,  and  engaged  the  Fort  for  an  hour  or  two, 
each  being  struck,  but  with  trifling  loss  of  life. 

Sunday  morning  was  occupied  in  getting  the 
troops  into  position  and  preparing  for  our  strug- 
gle. 

The  enany,  finding  themselves  outnumbered, 
had  abandoned  all  their  outer  works,  and  re- 
treated to  the  last  and  inner  line.  This,  strong- 
er than  the  others,  run  at  a  right  angle  from  the 
front  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  bend.  For  hun- 
,  dreds  of  yards  in  front,  trees  and  bushes  had 
been  felled,  giving  a  ynde  open  space  swept  by 
cannon  and  commanded  by  musketry.  Assail- 
ants must  either  charge  over  this,  or  make  it  an 
artillery  duel  Their  right  was  the  river  fort,  a 
work  of  unusual  strength.  Walls  twenty  feet 
high,  a  deep  fosse  or  moat  surmounting,  and 
mounting  nine  guns,  two  of  which  were  protect- 
ed by  immense  bomb-proof  casemates  shielded 
with  iron,  the  others  being  en  barbette. 

Across  the  sand-bar,  between  it  and  the  long 
I'^^h  or  channel,  were  placed  guide-frames,  by 
^Dfiuis  of  which  to  train  the  guns  accurately 
opon  any  approaching  vessel.  The  Fort  could 
^^0  change  its  fire  to  the  plain,  over  which  as- 
sailants would  have  to  advance.  The  strength 
of  their  position  was  such  that,  although  outr 
numbered,  they  expected  to  hold  it  successfully, 
^d  men  would  occasionally  ride  along  their 
front,  planting  rebel  flags.  Our  army  stretched 
*a'<»4S  distant  but  half  a  mile,  part  slightly  shel- 
*^  by  a  ravine,  the  others  among  the  enemy*s 
^>^rracks,  which,  numerous  and  strong,  gave  a 
measure  of  protection. 

Gen.  Sherman's  corps  held  the  right,  disposed 
*s  follows :  In  Gen.  Steele's  division,  Gen.  Ho- 
^^fs  brigade  holding  the  right,  Gen.  Thayer's 
the  centre,  and  Gen.  Blair's  the  left. 

In  Gen.  Stuart's  division.  Acting  Gen.  G.  A. 
J^niith's  brigade  the  right  and  G.  K.  Smith's  the 
li'ft.  Then  General  Morgan's  corps  holding  the 
army's  left  A.  J.  Smith's  division,  Burbridge's 
*nd  Landrum's  brigades,  Sheldon's  brigade,  in 
'^sterbaus's  division,  resting  on  the  river-bank, 
the  extreme  left.  Gens.  Lindsay's  and  De  Cour- 
^  s  commands  of  the  latter  division,  had  been 
w-nt  along  the  opposite  shore  when  first  landed, 
to  cut  off  escape  on  that  side. 

A  gimultaneous  attack  was  to  take  place  by 
^  fleet  and  army.  Our  batteries  had  all  been 
placed  in  position,  and  the  enemy,  alarmed,  com- 
menced shelUng  every  position  of  the  army  ex- 


posed to  view.  Their  missiles  fell  thick,  and  am- 
bulances commenced  going  to  and  fro. 

These  carts  with  the  red  flags  soon  became 
busy  enough  hunting  their  loads.  Just  at  noon 
the  gunboats  moved  up,  and  went  into  action. 
The  firing  was  instantaneous  and  terrific  on  both 
water  and  land;  no  feeble  bombardment  and 
manoeuvring,  but  a  joint  outburst  from  both 
army  and  navy.  The  Fort  directed  its  tire  upon 
the  fleet,  the  gunboats  pouring  their  welcomes 
into  the  casemates.  The  rebels  hurled  at  our 
navy  its  own  nine-inch  shell,  captured  two  weeks 
previously  on  the  Blue  Wing.  Above  the  Fort 
the  air  was  filled  with  dirt,  bars  of  iron,  and 
splinters.  Vessels  were  hit  repeatedly,  and  oc- 
casionally some  huge  shell  would  enter  a  port-hole 
or  penetrate  the  wood,  and  burst  inside.  With 
the  army,  all  our  batteries  along  its  front  were 
in  action,  and  the  musketry  incessant 

The  plain  was  swept  by  canister  and  ball  in 
every  direction,  shell  coming  rapidly  and  accu- 
rately from  each  rebel  battery.  Behind  their 
works,  at  short  intervals,  were  placed  field-pieces. 
The  horses  of  these,  and  the  rows  of  dodging 
heads,  were  all  that  could  be  seen.  Protected 
by  their  earth-works,  and  possessing  a  great  ad- 
vantage over  us,  they  fully  appreciated  it,  and  no 
portion  of  flesh  belonging  to  the  Confederacy  was 
needlessly  exposed.  The  merciless  pelting  of 
bullets  into  our  ranks  grew  more  rapid  and  dead- 
ly as  we  slowly  advanced.  As  for  the  artillery, 
it  could  not  be  fired  faster  than  it  had  been  from 
the  first 

Our  own  batteries  did  excellent  execution,  dis- 
mounting one  or  two  guns,  and  slaughtering 
their  horses  rapidly.  The  musketry  proved  less 
successful,  although  half  the  line  was  in  action. 
The  assailed  exposed  one*  tenth  of  their  body, 
the  assailants  the  whole,  and  thus  the  dice 
which  death  was  throwing  gave  them  odds  of 
ten  to  one. 

Fortunately,  the  quarters  were  not  close 
enough  to  avail  them  much.  Had  they  been, 
the  place  would  now  be  dearly  bought. 

General  Thayer,  as  usual,  foremost  where  duty 
called,  had  his  favorite  horse  shot  under  him. 
His  brigade  was  composed  of  the  Fourth,  Ninth, 
Twenty-sixth,  Thirtieth,  and  Thirty-fourth  Iowa 
regiments,  and  First  Iowa  battery,  who  suffered 
severely.  Acting-General  G.  A.  Smith's  brigade 
was  warmly  engaged,  and  he,  also,  while  leading 
at  the  extreme  front,  had  his  horse  shot  The 
Eighth  Missouri,  which  name  seems  ever  present 
where  gallant  actions  are  concerned,  had  been 
pushed  into  the  hottest  fire.  Well  led  by  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Coleman,  who  was  slightly  wound- 
ed, it  suffered  severely.  Five  ofiicers  were  killed 
and  disabled.  Brave  Kirby,  its  Major,  had  his 
horse  shot,  and  was  considerably  bruised  by  the 
animal  falling.  Lieutenant  Lee  Morgan  received 
a  ball  through  the  face.  Capt  Jameson,  wound- 
ed in  arm  at  an  early  moment,  refused  to  retire, 
and  fearlessly  led  his  men  through  the  action. 
Lieut  B.  W.  Musselman,  although  on  the  sick 
,list,  joined  his  company  and  did  good  service. 

In  General  Morgan's  corps  matterawent  equal- 
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ly  favorable.  That  leader,  fearless  and  skilful, 
handled  his  troops  well.  All  the  Brigadier-Gen- 
erals did  their  duty. 

Among  the  batteries  most  constantly  engaged, 
was  Taylor^s,  from  Chicago.  Twice  charges 
were  made  by  different  commands,  but  so  severe 
was  the  musketry  directed  upon  them,  that  they 
fell  back  before  getting  to  the  works.  The  fire 
from  the  river  fort  for  some  time  become  feeble, 
suddenly  ceased.  The  fleet  was  victorious  at 
that  point,  and  the  principal  dependence  silenced, 
its  bomb-proofs  batterod  to  pieces,  and  every 
heavy  gun  either  dismounted  or  broken  in  two. 
Thirty  artillerists  lay  dead  within  the  walls,  and 
the  few  stout  buildings  intended  for  protection 
from  shell,  were  in  ruins.  Three  vessels  of  the 
mosquito  fleet  had  passed  above,  and  were  shell- 
ing the  rebels  in  their  rear.  Our  huge  shot  had 
pounded  long  at  the  great  casemates  before  gain- 
ing admittance,  and  when  they  finally  entered, 
the  destruction  of  life  was  great.  What  had 
been  intended  for  places  of  safety,  proved  death- 
haunts.  Behind  the  torn  walls,  however,  sharp- 
shooters still  lingered.  On  land  the  cannonading 
and  musketry  grew  more  furious  as  our  army 
pressed  still  closer.  Night  approached,  the  sun 
was  hardly  an  hour  high,  and  every  nerve  was 
strained  to  conquer  before  darkness  set  in. 
Rebel  pieces  were  deserted,  no  gunner  daring  to 
approach  them,  so  accurate  had  become  our  fire. 
Advancing  steadily  and  surely,  but  commencing 
to  pay  dearly  for  it,  preparations  were  made  to 
charge  in  force.  All  prepared  for  the  struggle 
they  felt  coming,  when  suddenly,  while  their  nre 
was  hottest,  it  stopped,  and  a  white  flag  rose 
above  the  works;  war  ceased,  as  if  by  magic, 
and  wildly  cheering,  the  troops  pressed  forward 
and  over  the  fortifications  they  battled  so  hard 
to  gain.  Far  down  along  the  river  for  miles, 
reaching  to  the  transports,  the  crowds  caught  up 
the  cry  and  echoed  it  back.  Such  a  cheering 
had  never  been  heard  on  the  Arkansas  before. 
Not  that  it  could  be  called  a  great  victory,  but 
that  it  was  an  inspiring  change  from  the  blun- 
dering expedition  of  Vicksburgh.  Within  the 
walls  were  strewed  dead  and  wounded,  their 
number,  however,  not  being  large,  only  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty.  The  mortality  among  horses 
was  remarkable,  eight  or  more  of  the  mangled 
bodies  lying  around.  Most  of  the  dead  men 
were  much  disfigured,  evidently  killed  by  shell 
— ^ome  rippe^iopen,  and  their  bowels  upon  the 
ground,  others  with  heads  cut  open  or  limbs  torn 
off.  The  rebel  soldiers  were  gathered  in  crowds, 
evidently  not  much  disheartened  at  being  taken. 
They  were  composed  of  the  following  regiments : 
Twenty-foiurth  Texas,  dismounted  cavalry.  Col. 
Wilkes;  Twenty-fifth,  same,  Colonel  Gillespie; 
Fifteenth,  same,  Colonel  Sweet ;  Sixth  Texas  in- 
fantry, Colonel  Garland,  Colonel  Taylor's  regi- 
ment, and  Colonel  Darners. 

Six  of  the  nine  guns  in  the  Fort  belonged  to 
Captain  Hart's  Ariuinsas  battery,  three  pieces 
being  twenty-pound  Parrotts. 

The  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  confederate 
teoes  was  Brigadier-Genenl  Churchill;  Captain 


Ben.  Johnson,  Adjutant-General,  Captain  Wolf, 
Chief  Quartermaster,  Captain  LiUle  aiid  Captain 
Brown,  aids.  -  Brigade  conunanders  were  Colonel 
Deshler,  Colonel  Garland,  and  Colonel  Portlock 
There  was  also  a  large  number  of  captains  and 
lieutenants.  They  will  be  sent  to  Cairo  this 
morning. 

Our  loss  in  the  engagement  was  about  one 
hundred  killed,  and  i^re  hundred  wounded,  who 
go  up  on  the  steamer  January* 

To-day  they  are  digging  the  graves  and  col- 
lecting the  dead  for  burial.  Fifty  or  more  addi- 
tional corpses  have  been  found  in  the  woods  &r 
back,  evidently  skulkers  from  the  rebel  army, 
killed  by  our  shell.  Prisoners  are  also  constant- 
ly brought  in,  overtaken  twelve  or  fifteen  miles 
away.  Of  the  entire  force  garrisoning  the  Fort, 
one  thousand,  mostly  Texas  cavalry,  escaped, 
taking  with  them  a  great  portion  of  the  bag^i^ 
train.  These  effected  an  exit  on  the  night  our 
forces  were  surrounding  the  place,  and  before  it 
could  be  fully  accompl^hed. 

The  results  of  the  victory  are  about  four  thou- 
sand five  hundred  prisoners,  about  the  same 
number  stand  of  arms,  and  twenty  guns.  The 
post  was  an  important  one,  and  Gen.  Churchill 
affirms  he  had  orders  to  hold  it  to  the  last  Lit- 
tle Rock  and  the  whole  State  are  now  open  to 
us  whenever  we  msh  to  move.  Duval^s  BIul^ 
on  the  White  River,  has  probably  fidlen  ere  this. 
under  the  attack  of  G^n.  Gorman,  and  thus  two 
tributaries  of  supply  are  shut  to  the  rebels. 

These  movements,  although  presentiBg  no  Terr 
brilliant  victories,  are  yet  the  surest  way  at  pre^ 
ent  of  crippling  the  rebellion.  When  unable.  fr>r 
want  of  subsistence,  to  mass  their  armies  in  mt 
or  two  strongholds,  they  will  have  to  come  om 
of  Vicksburgh  and  Richmond,  and  offer  battle. 
The  policy  of  letting  them  choose  their  own 
places  for  defence,  exhaust  military  ingenuitr  in 
fortifying  positions  by  nature  almost  inaccessible, 
then  hurl  our  men  madly  forwaand  under  a  doiec 
disadvantages,  should,  if  disastrous  warnings  ran 
penetrate  tJ^o  mind  of  Gen.  Halleck,  be  abandon- 
ed. I  have  good  authority  for  stating  that  the 
attack  upon  Arkansas  Post  was  made  withoat 
authority  of^  or  suggestion  by,  the  authorities  at 
Washington.  Those  worthies  were  apparently 
busily  occupied  seeing  that  the  hospitaUs  before 
Vicksburgh  and  Fredericksburgh  were  well  fil'ed. 
I  mention  but  facts  in  saying  ^t  the  feeling  ui 
this  army  against  what  they  consider  Halleck's 
blundering  career,  is  universal  and  bitter. 

The  soldiers  are  now  busy  destroying  the 
works  here,  and  burning  the  barracks.  Extrr 
ditch  has  been  dragged  by  adventurous  ones 
in  search  of  hidden  property,  and  several  hun- 
dred pistols  and  swords  brought  forth.  Under 
floors,  in  hollow  trees,  everywhere  that  oppor- 
tunity offered,  the  rebels  concealed  what  thev 
could. 

Their  sharp-shooters  boast  gleefully  of  skill  in 
killing  officers. 

One  affirmed  yesterday  th&t  he  fired  six  times 
at  Gen.  Thayer,  the  fifth  shot  killing  his  hotsc. 
Our  next  movement  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  to  again 
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operate  aainstYicksbuTgh,  this  time  assisted  by 
General  Grant 

On  boArd  the  ganboats,  which  did  such  good 
service  in  this  last  attack,  the  loss  is  inconsider- 
able, about  a  dozen  killed,  and  ^irty  wounded. 
One  shell  passed  through  the  forward  part  of  the 
Louisville,  and  striking  the  gun-deck,  bounded 
into  the  steam-condenser,  where  its  iiise  was  ex- 
tin|!;ai8hed. 

The  riTcr  fort,  upon  which  the  rebels  placed 
60  moch  confidence,  and  that  fell  before  three 
vessels  of  our  navy,  is  a  complete  ruin.  Half  its 
garrison  were  killed  or  wounded,  a  larger  pro- 
portion than  in  any  similar  attack  during  the  war. 
It  is  hardly  possible  now  to  recognize  what  were 
considered  by  the  builders  shot  and  shell-proof 
casemates.  These  resembled  log-houses,  with 
sides  and  roof  of  solid  hewn  oak  timber,  three 
feet  thick,  and  covered  by  bars  of  inch  iron.  The 
sides  laced  the  river,  and  out  of  the  casemate  in 
each  had  peered  a  nine-inch  gun.  These,  hit  by 
oar  heavy  shot,  were  two  of  them  broken  off 
near  the  muzzle,  another  dismounted,  while 
floors  and  frames  around  were  clotted  with  blood 
IS  if  a  slaughter-house  for  cattle  had  existed  there. 

A  peculiar  feature  of  this  battle  vras  that  Texas 
defended  Arkansas.  All  but  a  thousand  of  the 
men  were  from  the  former  State.       W.  £.  W. 
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A   REBEL   NARRATIVE. 

TaVKSI    SrRAMKK   KCBftASKA, 

Ow  m  Post  or  Arkaksab, 

Wednesday,  January  14,  18C8. 

Eiitan  Richmond  Enquirer : 

The  most  remarkable  battle  of  the  war  has  just 
been  fought  at  this  place. 

It  is  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this  war 
that  three  thousand  men  have  r'^solved  to  make 
*  stand  against  fifty  thousand  in&ntry,  with  an 
immense  quantity  of  artillery  and  cavalry,  to- 
g^er  with  a  cooperating  fleet  of  gunboats,  car- 
rying one  hundred  guns ;  and  it  is  the  first  time, 
too,  in  the  history  of  the  war,  that  a  land-force 
^  unflinchingly  witiistood  a  terrible  gunboat 
Are  for  two  days,  lying  motionless  in  the  trench- 
«i  and  receiving,  at  a  distance  of  only  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  every  shell,  without  being 
«hle  to  return  a  shot 

This  stand  was  made  not  because  we  expected 
to  be  enabled,  unassisted,  to  hold  our  position, 
but  because  we  were  hourly  expecting  reenforce- 
ments,  and  because  Lieut -Gen.  Holmes  had  tele* 
(^hed  Brig.-Qeneral  Churchill,  commanding,  to 
bold  the  position  until  all  should  be  dead. 

We  have  fought  the  whole  Vicksburgh  expedi- 
^n,  and  we  are  now  all  prisoners  of  war ;  but 
aot  willingly,  nor  of  our  consent  We  have  been 
^>^yed  into  the  hands  of  our  enemy. 

Our  gallant  Gen.  Churchill  had  determined  to 
^t,  and  to  fight  to  the  last,  and  each  man  had 
made  a  solemn  pledge  to  the  General,  and  to  each 
other,  never  to  surrender,  but  to  hold  the  Fort 
^til  aUy  all !  should  die.  Every  man  knew  that 
to  conquer  was  impossible,  buf  to  die  fighting  for 
bis  country's  honor,  was  a  glorious  privilege. 

Oh  I  it  was  a  sublime  spectacle  to  behold  our 
commander  as  he  rode  along  that  little  line  of 


devoted  heroes,  the  Spartan  glory  that  was  re< 
fleeted  from  face  to  fiice.  Each  and  every  man 
seemed  to  feel  that  it  was  indeed  sweet  to  die  for 
his  country.  There  they  stood,  cheerfully  await- 
ing the  hour  they  should  be  called  upon  to  yield 
their  lives  a  wilhng  saSsrifioe  upon  the  altar  of 
their  country. 

Oh  1  shall  I  ever  forget  the  day  when  I  rode 
down  the  lines  and  looked  upon  those  fiices! 
The  enemy  stood  in  their  front,  in  line  of  battle, 
fifty  thousand  strong;  one  hundred  guns  were 
approaching  them  by  water  on  the  right ;  a  large 
body  of  cavalry  already  encircled  &em  in  the 
rear.  But  there  they  stood,  like  martyrs,  glory- 
ing in  the  prospect  of  proving  their  devotion  to 
their  principles,  by  yielding  up  their  lives  in 
maintaining  them. 

Before  that  hour  I  never  knew  what  patriotism 
was.  How  dearly  1  how  devotedly  I  I  loved  my 
country.  I  felt  that  each  man  before  me  was 
dearer  than  a  brother,  and  to  embrace  him  would 
be  a  blessing. 

The  thunders  of  the  right  announced  that  the 
stru^le  had  commenced.  I  stood  and  watched 
it  with  eager  interest  Boat  after  boat  approach- 
ed our  little  fort  of  three  gtms,  and  hurled  upon 
it  their  angry  bolts  of  metallic  fury.  But  thun- 
ders answered  thunders,  and  slowly  and  solemn- 
ly the  little  fort,  with  its  three  guns,  poured  out 
its  vials  of  wratii  upon  the  cowardly  foe,  clad  in 
steel. 

But  it  was  of  no  avail.  I  saw  gun  after  gun 
melt  away,  until  none  were  left  Their  boats 
passed  us,  but  the  Fort  was  not  surrendered; 
for  the  fifty  thousand  had  now  advanced  upon 
our  whole  line  in  front,  and  the  small  artillery 
from  the  Fort,  and  all  along  our  line,  were  giving 
them  the  strength  of  Southern  principles.  Eight 
times  they  advanced  upon  us ;  as  often  they  were 
repulsed,  running  and  yelling  like  cowardly  curs. 

The  battle  rages  furiously.  All  our  guns  are 
shattered,  and  every  horse  is  killed.  But  that 
devoted  band  heeds  it  not,  for  they  were  there 
to  die. 

Their  heroic  (General  had  told  them  in  the 
morning :  **  Boys,  let  us  whip  them,  or  let  us  all 
die  in  the  trenches."  And  they  had  answered  it 
with  three  long,  loud  cheers,  and,  ^*  General,  in 
the  trenches  we  will  die." 

The  struggle  is  renewed:  the  thunders  of  a 
dozen  batteries  open  on  us  in  front,  on  the  rights 
on  the  left,  and  in  the  rear.  Still  that  little  band 
stands  unmoved,  alike  by  the  thunders  of  artil- 
lery as  well  as  by  the  crashing  of  musketry. 

A  shout  is  heard.  Churchill,  who  holds  a 
charmed  life  amid  a  shower  of  bullets  and  shat- 
tering shell,  raises  his  hat  and  shouts,  *^Boy8, 
we  are  driving  them,"  and  dashing  forward,  ex- 
claims, '*  Come  on  I"  and  on  we  dashed.  But 
alas  1  my  God,  shall  I  ever  forget  it  ? 

A  hundred  flags  of  the  hated  despot  were  seen 
unfurled  and  floatii^  upon  the  ramparts  of  our 
sacred  fort,  amid  the  exultant  shouts  of  a  coward- 
ly foe.  Oh  I  can  tlie  terrible  vision  be  ever  ban- 
ished fit>m  my  mind?  My  heart  sank  within 
me. 
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To  surrender  to  that  flag  ?  No !  never  1 1 
never  I ! !  We  could  not  do  it ;  and  we  did  not 
do  it  Some  base  traitor  had  denied  our  gallant 
leader  the  realization  of  his  fondly  cherished 
hope ;  and  when  he  had  but  begun  to  prove  how 
faithful  he  was  to  his  promise  to  yield  his  and 
our  lives  rather  than  give  up  the  Fort,  this  cra- 
ven wretch  raised  that  symbol  of  cowardice,  the 
white  flag,  exclaiming  at  the  same  time :  **  Gene- 
ral Churchill  says,  raise  the  white  flag."  The 
enemy  saw  it,  and,  being  near  the  lines,  (before 
it  could  be  arrested,)  rushed  into  our  Fort. 

"  Treachery  has  done  its  work ;  and  the  gal- 
lant Churchill,  who  was  so  lately  robbed  of  his 
most  coveted  privileges,  beheld  it  like  a  broken- 
hearted hero,  yet  sublime  in  his  mien,  and  ap- 
pearing like  some  superior  being  amidst  the  mul- 
titude around  him." 

We  are  now  on  our  way  to  Yankeedom,  but 
we  are  not  conquered.  R.  H.  F. 


Doc.  102. 
BARBARITIES  OF  THE  GUERRILLAS. 

HlAOQUARTEllS  CnffTRAL  DlTISIOH  OF  MmSOUmi,  ) 

Jsmaaov  Citt,  January  20, 1868.  } 

Editors  Missouri  Democrat : 

Herewith  I  inclose  you  for  publication  an  offi- 
cial communication  just  received  from  Colonel 
Penick,  Fifth  cavalry,  M.  S.  M.,  commanding  at 
Independence,  that  the  community  may  under- 
stand and  know  the  kind  of  foe  we  have  to  con- 
tend with  in  Missouri,  and  whether  peace  rules 
supreme  within  her  border. 

How  very  pleasant  the  reflection  that  in  the 
endurance  of  all  the  hardships  imposed  by  our 
rulers  in  their  attempts  to  conciliate  traitors, 
upon  the  loyal  inhabitants,  that  it  is  a  necessity, 
to  enable  them  hereafter  to  live  in  harmony  with 
such  demons  as  those  who  have  perpetrated  these 
outrages.  The  devils  in  hell,  by  comparison, 
would  show  as  bright  angels  of  light  by  the  side 
of  such  men.  Ben.  Loan, 

Brigadier-Gfsneral  H.S.M. 

Hbadquaktkrs  Fittb  Oayalkt  M.S.M., ) 
IHOBPBNDBMCK,  Mo.,  January  11, 1863.  f 

General:  Private  Johnson,  of  the  artillery 
company,  was  brought  in  dead  to-day.  He  is  the 
fifth  one  murdered  last  week,  four  from  the  artil- 
lery and  one  from  the  militia.  If  you  could  see 
their  mangled  bodies,  you  would  not  wonder  why 
it  is  that  I  write  you  that  guerrillas*  wives  should 
be  forced  out  of  the  country.  They  were  all 
wounded,  and  killed  afterward  in  the  most  horri- 
ble manner  that  fiends  could  devise;  all  were 
shot  in  the  head,  and  several  of  their  fiices  are 
terribly  cut  to  pieces  with  boot-heels.  Powder 
was  exploded  in  one  man^s  ear,  and  both  ears 
cut  off  close  to  his  head.  Whether  this  inhuman 
act  was  committed  while  he  was  alive  or  not, 
I  have  no  means  of  knowing.  To  see  human  be- 
ings treated  as  my  men  have  been  by  outlaws,  is 
more  than  I  can  bear. 

Ten  of  these  men,  armed  as  they  are,  with 
their  wives  and  children  to  act  as  spies,  are  equal 


to  twenty-five  of  mine.  Guerrillas  are  threaten- 
ing Union  women  in  the  county.  I  am  arrestifig 
the  wives  and  sisters  of  some  of  the  most  notori- 
ous ones,  to  prevent  them  from  carrying  their 
threats  into  execution.  They  have  also  levied  ui 
assessment  upon  the  loyal  men  of  the  countj,  and 
are  collecting  it  very  fast  There  are  many  com- 
plaints on  the  subject,  as  some  of  those  assessed 
claim  to  be  Southern  sympathizers.  Some  of  the 
Union  men  have  asked  me  if  the  order  suspend- 
ing your  assessment  applies  to  the  one  spoken 
of  above.  I  tell  them  I  do  not  know,  to  ask  J. 
Brown  Hovey.  Yours  truly, 

W.  R  Penick, 

Colonel  Fifth  Oarafar  1L81& 

General  Ben.  Loan, 

Jefferson  Cltj,  Mo. 

A  true  copy :  H.  W.  Severencx, 

Lleatenant  and  A.D.C. 
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MESSAGE  OP  JEFFERSON  DAVB. 

JANUARY  12,  1868. 

To  the  Senate  and  House  of  JSejyresentathf*  (if 

the  Confederate  States : 

At  the  date  of  your  last  adjournment  the  pre- 
parations of  the  enemy  for  further  hostilities  had 
assumed  so  menacing  an  aspect  as  to  ezdte  in 
some  minds  apprehension  of  our  ability  to  meet 
them  with  sufficient  promptness  to  avoid  seriouB 
reverses.  These  preparations  were  completed 
shortly  after  your  departure  from  the  seat  of  gor- 
emment,  and  the  armies  of  the  United  States 
made  simultaneous  advances  on  our  frontiers  oa 
the  western  rivers  and  on  the  Atlantic  coast  la 
masses  so  great  as  to  evince  their  hope  of  orer- 
bearing  all  resistance  by  mere  weight  of  num- 
ber. This  hope,  however,  like  those  preriouslj 
entertained  by  our  foes,  vanished. 

In  Virginia,  their  fourth  attempt  at  invasion  by 
armies  whose  assured  success  was  confident!/ 
predicted,  has  met  with  decisive  repulse.  Our 
noble  defenders,  under  the  consummate  lead«^ 
ship  of  their  General,  have  again,  at  Frederii^ 
burgh,  inflicted  on  the  forces  under  General  Bum- 
side  the  like  disastrous  overthrow  as  had  been 
previously  suffered  by  the  successive  inTadiog 
armies  commanded  by  Generals  McDowell,  Mi> 
Clellan,  and  Pope. 

In  the  West)  obstinate  battles  have  been  foi^t 
with  varied  fortunes,  marked  by  frightful  carnage 
on  both  sides ;  but  the  enemy's  hopes  of  decis- 
ive results  have  again  been  bamed,  while  at  Mck^ 
burgh  another  formidable  expedition  has  been  re- 
pulsed, with  inconsiderable  loss  on  our  side,  and 
severe  damage  to  the  assailing  forces. 

On  the  Atiantic  coiist  the  enemy  has  been  un> 
able  to  gain  a  footing  beyond  the  protecting  shel- 
ter of  his  fleets,  and  the  city  of  Galves^ton  has 
just  been  recovered  by  our  forces,  which  suc- 
ceeded not  only  ih  the  capture  of  the  garrison, 
but  of  one  of  the  enemy's  vessels  of  war,  wluch 
was  carried  by  boarding  parties  from  merchant 
river  steamers. 
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Our  fortified  positions  have  everywhere  been 
mnch  strengthened  and  improved,  affording  assur- 
ance of  our  ability  to  meet  with  success  the  utmost 
efforts  of  our  enemies,  in  spite  of  the  magnitude 
of  their  preparations  for  attack.     A  review  of  our 
history  of  the  two  years  of  our  national  existence 
afibnls  ample  cause  for  congratulation,  and  de- 
nwjids  the  most  fervent  expression  of  our  thank- 
fulness to  the  Almighty  Father  who  has  blessed 
our  cause.     We  are  justified  in  asserting,  with  a 
pride  surely  not  unbecoming,  that  these  confeder- 
ate States  have  added  another  to  the  lessons 
taught  by  history  for  the  instruction  of  man, 
that  they  have  afforded  another  example  of  the 
impossibility  of  subjugating  a  people  determined 
to  be  free,  and  have  demonstrated  that  no  supe- 
riority of  numbers  or  available  resources  can 
overcome  the  resistance  offered  by  such  valor  in 
combaty  such   constancy  under  suffering,   and 
such  cheerful  endurance  of  privation  as  have 
been  conspicuously  displayed  by  this  people  in 
the  defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties.     The 
anticipations  with  which  we  entered  into  the  con- 
test have  now  ripened  into  a  conviction,  which  is 
not  only  shared  with  us  by  the  common  opinion 
of  neutral  nations,  but  is  evidently  forcing  itself 
upon  our  enemies  themselves.     If  we  but  mark 
the  history  of  the  present  year  by  resolute  per- 
Reverance  in  the  path  we  have  hitherto  pursued, 
bv  vigorous  effort  in  the  development  of  all  our 
resources  for  defence,  and  by  the  continued  exhi- 
bition of  the  same  unfaltering  courage  in  our  sol- 
tliera  and  able  conduct  in  their  leaders  as  have 
iHstinguished  the  past,  we  have  every  reason  to 
expect  that  this  will  be  the  closing  year  of  the 
war. 

The  war,  which  in  its  inception  was  waged  for 
forcing  us  back  into  the  Union,  having  failed  to 
a^^mplish  that  purpose,  passed  into  a  second 
^e,  in  which  it  was  attempted  to  conquer  and 
rule  these  States  as  dependent  provinces.  De- 
feated in  this  second  design,  our  enemies  have 
eridently  entered  upon  another,  which  can  have 
Qo  other  purpose  than  revenge,  and  thirst  for 
blood,  and  plunder  of  private  property. 

But  however  implacable  they  may  be,  they  can 
bave  neither  the  spirit  nor  the  resources  required 
for  a  fourth  year  of  a  struggle  uncheered  by  any 
hope  of  success,  kept  alive  solely  for  the  indulg- 
ence of  mercenary  and  wicked  passions,  and  de- 
i^^ding  so  exhausting  an  expenditure  of  blood 
^d  iDoney  as  has  hitherto  been  imposed  on  their 
I^ple.  The  advent  of  peace  will  be  hailed  with 
joy ;  our  desire  for  it  has  never  been  concealed ; 
our  efiforts  to  avoid  the  war,  forced  on  us  as  it 
^&s  by  the  lust  of  conquest  and  the  insane  pas- 
sions of  our  foes,  are  known  to  mankind.  But, 
^vnest  as  has  been  our  wish  for  peace,  and  great 
Ls  hare  been  our  sacrifices  and  sufferings  during 
the  war,  tlie  determination  of  this  people  has, 
^th  each  succeeding  month,  become  more  unal- 
^bly  fixed  to  endure  any  sufferings  and  con- 
tinue any  sacrifices,  however  prolonged,  until 
their  right  to  self-government  and  the  sovereignty 
*Qd  independence  of  these  States  shall  have  been 


In  this  connection,  the  occasion  seems  not  un- 
suitable ^or  some  reference  to  the  relations  be- 
tween the  Confederacy  and  the  neutral  powers  of 
Europe  since  the  separation  of  these  States  from 
the  former  Union.    Four  of  the  States  now  mem- 
bers of  the  Confederacy  were  recognized  by  name 
as  independent  sovereignties  in  a  treaty  of  peace 
concluded  in  the  year  1783,  with  one  of  the  two 
great  maritime  Powers  of  Western  Europe,  and 
had  been  prior  to  that  period  allies  in  war  of  the 
other.     In  the  year  1778  they  formed  a  union 
with  nine  other  States  under  Articles  of  Con- 
federation.    Dissatisfied  with  that  Union,  three 
of  them -— Virginia,  Carolina,  and  Georgia  —  to- 
gether with  eight  of  the  States  now  members  of 
the  United  States,  seceded  from  it  in  1789,  and 
these  eleven  secedinff  States  formed  a  second 
Union,  although  by  the  terms  of  the  Articles  oi 
Confederation  express  provision  was  made  that 
the  first  Union  should  be  perpetual.    Their  right 
to  secede,  notwithstanding  this  provision,  was 
never  contested  by  the  States  from  which  they 
separated,  nor  made  the  subject  of  discussion 
with  any  third  power.     When,  at  a  later  period, 
North-Carolina  acceded  to  that  second  Union, 
and  when,  still  later,  the  other  seven  States,  now 
members  of  this  Confederacy,  became  also  mem- 
bers of  the  same  Union,  it  was  upon  the  recog- 
nized footing  of  equal  and  independent  sovereign- 
ties ;  nor  had  it  then  entered  into  the  minds  of 
men  that  sovereign  States  could  be  compelled  by 
force  to  remain  members  of  a  confederation  into 
which  they  had  entered  of  their  own  free  will,  il 
at  a  subsequent  period  the  defence  of  their  safety 
and  honor  should,  in  their  judgment,  justify  with- 
drawal 

The  experience  of  the  past  had  evinced  the  fu- 
tility of  any  renunciation  of  such  inherent  rights, 
and  accor^ngly  the  provision  for  perpetuity  con- 
tained in  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  1778 
was  emitted  to  the  Constitution  of  1789.  When, 
therefore,  in  1861,  eleven  of  the  States  again 
thought  proper,  for  reasons  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves, to  secede  from  the  second  Union,  and  to 
form  a  third  one,  under  an  amended  constitution, 
they  exercised  a  right  which,  being  inherent,  re- 
quired no  justification  to  foreign  nations,  and 
which  international  law  did  not  permit  them  to 
question.  The  usages  of  intercourse  between  na- 
tions do,  however,  require  that  official  communi- 
cation be  made  to  friendly  powers  of  all  organic 
changes  in  the  constitution  of  States,  and  there 
was  obvious  propriety  in  giving  prompt  assur- 
ance of  our  desire  to  continue  amicable  relations 
with  all  mankind. 

It  was  under  the  influence  of  these  considera- 
tions that  your  predecessors,  the  provisional  gov- 
ernment, took  early  measures  for  sending  to  Eu- 
rope commissioners  charged  with  the  duty  of  vis- 
iting the  capitals  of  the  different  powers,  and 
making  arrangements  for  the  opening  of  more 
formal  diplomatic  intercourse.  Prior,  however, 
to  the  arrival  abroad  of  these  commissioners,  the 
United  States  had  commenced  hostilities  against 
the  Confederacy  by  despatching  a  secret  expedi- 


triumphamtly  vindicated  and  firmly  established.   |  tion  for  the  reenforcement  of  Fort  Sumter,  after 
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an  express  promise  to  the  contrary,  and  with  a 
duplicity  which  has  been  fully  unyeiled  in  a  for- 
mer message.  They  liad  also  addressed  commu- 
nications to  the  different  Cabinets  of  Europe,  in 
which  they  assumed 'the  attitude  of  being  sover- 
eign over  this  Confederacy,  alleging  that  these  in- 
dependent States  were  in  rebellion  against  the 
remaining  States  of  the  Union,  and  threatening 
Europe  with  manifestations  of  their  displeasure 
if  it  should  treat  the  confederate  States  as  hav- 
ing an  independent  existence.  It  soon  became 
known  that  these  pretensions  were  not  consider- 
ered  abroad  to  be  as  absurd  as  they  were  known 
to  be  at  home,  nor  had  Europe  yet  learned  what 
reliance  was  to  be  placed  in  the  o£Qcial  statements 
of  the  Cabinet  at  Washington.  The  delegation 
of  power  granted  by  these  States  to  the  Federal 
government  to  represent  them  in  foreign  inter- 
course had  led  Europe  into  the  grave  error  of 
supposing  that  their  separate  sovereignty  and  in- 
dependence had  been  merged  into  one  common 
sovereignty,  and  had  ceased  to  have  a  distinct 
existence.  Under  the  influence  of  this  error, 
which  all  appeals  to  reason  and  historical  fact 
were  vainly  used  to  dispel,  our  commissioners 
were  met  by  the  declaration  that  foreign  govern- 
ments could  not  assume  to  judge  between  the 
conflicting  representations  of  the  two  parties  as 
to  the  true  natuie  of  their  previous  mutual  rela- 
tions. The  governments  of  Great  Britain  and 
France  accoi^ingly  signified  their  determination 
to  confine  themselves  to  recognizing  the  self-evi- 
dent fact  of  the.  existence  of  a  war,  and  to  main- 
taining a  strict  neutrality  during  its  progress. 
Some  of  the  other  powers  of  Europe  pursued 
the  same  course  of  policy,  and  it  became  appar- 
ent that  by  some  understanding,  express  or  tacit, 
Europe  had  decided  to  leave  the  initiative  iii  all 
action  touching  the  contest  on  this  continent  to 
the  two  powers  just  named,  who  were  recognized 
to  have  the  lai^est  interests  involved,  both  by 
reason  of  proximity  and  of  the  extent  and  inti- 
macy of  their  commercial  reLations  with  the 
States  engaged  in  war. 

It  is  manifest  that  the  course  of  action  adopted 
by  Europe,  while  based  on  an  apparent  refusal  to 
determine  the  question,  or  to  side  with  either 
party,  was  in  point  of  fact  an  actual  decision 
against  our  rights  and  in  favor  of  the  groundless 
pretensions  of  the  United  States.  It  was  a  refusal 
to  trust  us  as  an  independent  government  If  we 
were  independent  States,  the  refusal  to  entertain 
with  us  the  same  international  intercourse  as  was 
maintained  with  our  enemy  was  unjust  and  was 
injurious  in  its  effects,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  motive  which  prompted  it  Neither  was  it 
in  accordance  with  the  high  moral  obligations  of 
that  international  code,  whose  chief  sanction  is 
the  conscience  of  sovereigns  and  the  public  opin- 
ion of  mankind  that  those  eminent  powers  should 
decline  the  performance  of  a  duty  peculiarly  in- 
cumbent on  them,  from  any  apprehension  of  the 
consequences  to  themselves.  One  immediate  and 
necessary  result  of  their  declining  the  responsi- 1 
bility  of  a  decision  which  must  have  been  ad- ' 
Tvse  to  the  extravagant  pretensionB  of  the  United  i 


States  was  the  prolongation  of  hostilities  to  which 
our  enemies  were  thereby  encouraged,  and  which 
have  resulted  in  nothing  but  scenes  of  canuge 
and  devastation  on  this  continent,  and  of  misciy 
and  sufiering  on  the  other,  such  as  have  scucely 
a  parallel  in  history.  Had  these  powers  prompt- 
ly admitted  our  right  to  be  treated  as  all  otha 
independent  nations,  none  can  doubt  that  the 
moral  effect  of  such  action  would  have  been  to 
dispel  the  delusion  under  which  the  United  States 
have  persisted  in  their  efforts  to  accomplish  oar 
subjugation. 

To  the  continued  hesitation  of  the  same  pow- 
ers in  rendering  this  act  of  simple  justice  toward 
this  Confederacy  is  still  due  the  continuanoe  of 
the  calamities  which  mankind  suffers  from  the 
interruption  of  its  peaceful  pursuits  both  in  the 
Old  and  the  New  World.  There  are  other  matters 
in  which  less  than  justice  has  been  rendered  to 
this  people  by  neutral  Europe,  and  undue  advan- 
tage effected  on  the  aggressors  in  a  wicked  war. 
At  the  inception  of  hostilities  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Confederacy  were  almost  exclusively  agricul- 
turists ;  those  of  the  United  States,  to  a  great 
extent,  mechanics  and  merchants.  We  had  do 
commercial  marine,  while  their  merchant  vessela 
covered  the  ocean.  We  were  without  a  naTT« 
while  they  had  powerful  fleets.  The  advantage 
which  they  possessed  for  inflicting  injury  on  our 
coasts  and  harbors  was  thus  counterbalanced  in 
some  measure  by  the  exposure  of  their  commerce 
to  attack  by  private  armed  vessels. 

It  was  known  to  Europe  that  within  a  xeiy 
few  years  past  the  United  States  had  perempto- 
rilv  refused  to  accede  to  proposals  for  abolishing 
privateering,  on  the  ground,  as  allied  by  them, 
that  nations  owning  powerful  fleets  would  thereby 
obtain  undue  advantage  over  those  possessing  in- 
ferior naval  forces.  Yet  no  sooner  was  war  fla- 
grant between  the  Confederacy  and  the  United 
States  than  the  maritime  powers  of  Europe  is- 
sued orders  prohibiting  either  party  from  brii^- 
ing  prizes  into  their  porta  This  prohibition, 
directed  with  ^)parent  impartiality  against  both 
belligerents,  was  in  reality  effective  against  the 
conf^erate  States  alone ;  for  they  alone  coold 
find  a  hostile  commerce  on  the  ocean.  Merelf 
nomiiud  against  the  United  States,  the  prohibi- 
tion operated  with  intense  severity  on  the  Con- 
federacy, by  depriving  it  of  the  only  means  of 
maintaining,  with  some  approach  to  equality,  its 
struggle  on  the  ocean  against  the  crusMng  supe- 
riority of  naval  force  possessed  by  its  ^emies. 
The  value  and  efficiency  of  the  weapon  which 
was  thus  wrested  fi'om  our  grasp  by  the  cocnbio- 
ed  action  of  neutral  European  powers,  in  favor  of 
a  nation  which  professes  openly  its  intention  of 
ravaging  their  commerce  by  privateers  in  any  fu- 
ture war,  is  strikingly  illustrated  by  the  terror 
inspired  among  the  commerdal  classes  of  the 
United  States  by  a  single  cruiser  of  the  Confed- 
eracy. One  national  steamer,  ccNnmanded  by 
officers  and  manned  by  a  crew  who  are  debarred 
by  the  closure  of  neutral  ports  from  the  oi^>or- 
tuuity  of  causing  captured  vessels  to  beoondaoo- 
ed  in  their  favor  as  priaee,  has  sufficed  to  dovbto 
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the  rates  of  marine  insurance  in  Northern  ports 
tnd  consign  to  forced  inaction  numbers  of  North- 
em  vessels,  in  addition  to  the  direct  damage  in- 
flicted bj  captures  at  sea.  How  difficult,  then, 
to  over-estimate  the  effects  that  must  have  been 
produced  by  the  hundreds  of  private  armed  ves- 
sels that  would  have  swept  the  seas  in  pursuit  of 
the  commerce  of  our  enem  j  if  the  means  of  dis- 
posing of  their  prizes  had  not  been  withheld  by 
the  action  of  neutral  Europe. 

But  it  is  especially  in  relation  to  the  so-called 
blockade  of  our  coast  that  the  policy  of  European 
powers  has  been  so  shaped  as  to  cause  the  g;reat- 
fi;t  injury  to  the  Confederacy,  and  to  confer  sig- 
nal advantages  on  the  United  States.  The  im- 
portance of  this  subject  requires  some  develop- 
ment IhnoT  to  the  year  1856  the  principles 
reg;ulating  this  subject  were  to  be  gathered  from 
the  writings  of  eminent  publicists,  the  decisions 
of  admiralty  courts,  international  treaties,  and 
the  usages  of  nations.  The  uncertainty  and 
doubt  which  prevailed  in  reference  to  the  true 
rales  of  maritime  law  in  time  of  war,  resulting 
from  the  discordant,  and  often  conflicting,  prin- 
ciples announced  from  such  varied  and  independ- 
ent sources,  had  become  a  grievous  evil  to  man- 
kind. Whether  a  blockade  was  aUowable  against 
a  port  not  invested  by  land  as  well  as  by  sea, 
whether  a  blockade  was  valid  by  sea  if  the  in- 
vesting fleet  was  merely  sufficient  to  render  in- 
gress to  the  blockaded  port  evidently  dangerous, 
or  whether  it  was  further  required  for  its  legality 
Chat  it  should  be  sufficient  really  to  prevent  ac- 
cess, and  numerous  other  similar  questions,  had 
remained  doubtful  and  undecided.  Animated  by 
the  highly  honorable  desire  to  put  an  end  to  dif- 
ferences of  opinion  between  neutrals  and  bellig- 
erents which  may  occasion  serious  difficulties 
uid  even  conflicts — I  quote  the  official  language 
—the  iive  great  powers  of  Europe,  together  with 
Sirdinia  and  Turkey,  adopted,  in  1856,  the  fol- 
lowing solemn  declaration  of  principles : 

Firstly.  Privateering  is  and  remains  abolished. 

Secondly.  The  neutral  flag  covers  enemy's 
P^  with  the  exception  of  contraband  of  war. 

Thirdly.  Neutral  goods,  with  the  exception  of 
contraband  of  war,  are  not  liable  to  capture  under 
enemy's  flag. 

Fourthly.  Blockades,  in  order  to  be  binding, 
must  be  effective ;  that  is  to  say,  maintained  by 
t  force  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  the 
ooast  of  the  enemy. 

Not  only  did  this  solemn  declaration  announce 
to  the  world  the  principles  to  which  the  signing 
powers  agreed  to  conform  in  future  wars,  but  it 
contained  a  clause  to  which  those  powers  gave 
immediate  effect,  and  which  provided  that  the 
States  not  parties  to  the  Congress  of  Paris  should 
he  invited  to  aooede  to  the  declaration.  Under 
this  invitation  every  independent  State  in  Eu- 
rope  yielded  its  assent  At  least  no  instance  is 
known  to  me  of  a  refusal,  and  the  United  States, 
vhile  declining  to  assent  to  the  proposition  which 
P^hibtted  privateering,  declared  that  the  three 
'ttoaining  principles  were  in  entire  accordance 
vith  their  own  views  of  inteniational  law.    No 


instance  is  known  in  history  of  the  adoption  of 
rules  of  public  law  under  circumstances  of  like 
solemnity  with  like  unanimity,  and  pledging  the 
fiiith  of  nations  with  sanctity  so  peculiar. 
♦  When,  therefore,  this  Confederacy  was  formed, 
and  when  neutral  powers,  while  deferring  action 
on  its  demand  for  admission  into  the  family  of 
nations,  recognized  it  as  a  belligerent  power, 
Great  Britain  and  France  made  ii3brmal  propo- 
sals about  the  same  time  that  their  own  rights  as 
neutrals  should  be  guaranteed  by  our  acceding 
as  belligerents  to  the  declaration  of  principles 
made  by  the  Congress  of  Paris.  The  request  was 
addressed  to  our  sense  of  justice,  and  therefore 
met  immediate  fiivorable  response  in  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  Provisional  Congress  of  the  thirteenth 
of  August,  1861,  by  which  all  the  principles  an- 
nounced by  the  Congress  of  Paris  were  adopted 
as  the  guide  of  our  conduct  during  the  war,  with 
the  sole  exception  of  that  relative  to  privateering. 
As  the  right  to  make  use  of  privateers  was  one 
in  which  neutral  nations  had,  as  to  the  present 
war,  no  interest,  as  it  was  a  right  which  the 
United  States  had  refused  to  abandon  and  which 
they  remained  at  liberty  to  employ  against  us,  as 
it  was  a  right  of  which  we  were  already  in  actual 
enjoyment,  and  which  we  could  not  be  expected 
to  renounce,  flagrante  hello,  against  an  adversa- 
ry possessing  an  overwhelming  superiority  of 
naval  forces,  it  was  reserved  with  entire  confi- 
dence that  neutral  nations  could  not  fail  to  per- 
ceive that  just  reason  existed  for  the  reservation. 
Nor  was  this  confidence  misplaced ;  for  the  offi- 
dal  documents  published  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, usually  called  Blue  Books,  contain  the  ex- 
pression of  the  satisfaction  of  that  govenunent 
with  the  conduct  of  the  officials  who  conducted 
successfully  the  delicate  business  confided  to 
their  charge. 

These  solemn  declarations  of  principle — this 
implied  agreement  between  the  Confederacy  and 
the  two  powers  just  named — have  been  suffered 
to  remain  inoperative  against  the  menaces  and 
outrages  on  neutral  rights  committed  by  the 
UnitMl  States  with  unceasing  and  progressing  ar- 
rogance during  the  whole  period  of  the  war. 
Neutral  Europe  remained  passive  when  the  Unit- 
ed States  —  with  a  navtd  force  insufficient  to 
blockade  effectively  the  coast  of  a  single  State — 
proclaimed  a  paper  blockade  of  thousands  of 
miles  of  coast,  extending  from  the  Capes  of  the 
Chesapeake  to  those  of  Florida  and  to  Key  West, 
and  encircling  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Rio  Grande.  Compared  with  this  mon- 
strous pretension  of  the  United  States,  the  block- 
ades known  in  history  under  the  names  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  Decrees  and  the  British  Orders 
in  Council,  in  the  years  1806  and  1807,  sink  into 
insignificance.  Yet  those  blockades  were  justi- 
fied by  the  powers  that  declared  them  on  the  sole 
ground  that  they  were  retaliatory;  yet  those 
blockades  have  since  been  condemned  by  the 
publicists  of  those  very  powers  as  violations  of 
international  law;  yet  those  blockades  evoked 
angry  remonstrances  from  neutral  powers, 
amongst  which  the  United  States  were  the  most 
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conspicuous ;  yet  those  blockades  became  the 
chief  cause  of  the  war  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States  in  1812 ;  yet  those  blockades 
were  one  of  the  principal  motives  that  led  to  the 
declaration  of  the  Congress  of  Paris  in  1856,  in 
the  fond  hope  of  imposing  an  enduring  check  on 
the  very  abuse  of  maritime  power  which  is  now 
renewed  by  the  United  States  in  1861  and  1862, 
under  circumstances  and  with  features  of  aggra- 
vated wrong  without  precedent  in  history. 

The  records  of  our  State  department  contain 
the  evidence  of  the  repeated  and  formal  remon- 
strances made  by  this  government  to  neutral 
powers  against  the  recognition  of  this  blockade. 
It  has  been  shown  by  evidence  not  capable  of 
contradiction,  and  which  has  been  furnished  in 
part  by  the  officials  of  neutral  nations,  that  the 
few  ports  of  this  Confederacy,  before  which  any 
naval  forces  at  all  have  been  stationed,  have  been 
invested  so  inefficiently  that  hundreds  of  entries 
have  been  effected  into  them  since  the  declaration 
of  the  blockade;  that  our  enemies  have  them- 
selves admitted  the  inefficiency  of  their  blockade 
in  the  most  forcible  manner,  by  repeated  official 
complaints  of  the  sale  to  us  of  goods,  contraband 
of  war — a  sale  which  could  not  possibly  affect 
their  interests,  if  their  pretended  blockade  was 
sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  our  coast ; 
that  they  have  gone  farther,  and  have  alleged 
their  inability  to  render  their  paper  blockade  ef- 
fective as  the  excuse  for  the  odious  barbarity  of 
destroying  the  entrance  to  one  of  our  harbors  by 
sinking  vessels  loaded  with  stone  in  the  channel ; 
that  our  commerce  with  foreign  nations  has  been 
interrupted,  not  by  the  effective  investment  of  our 
ports,  or  by  the  seizure  of  ships  in  the  attempt  to 
enter  them,  but  by  the  capture  on  the  high  seas 
of  neutral  vessels  by  the  cruisers  of  our  enemies, 
whenever  supposed  to  be  bound  to  any  point  on 
our  extensive  coast,  without  inquiry  whether  a 
single  blockading  vessel  was  to  be  found  at  such 
point ;  that  blockading  vessels  have  left  the  ports 
at  which  they  were  stationed,  for  distant  expe- 
ditions, have  been  absent  for  many  days,  and 
have  returned  without  notice  either  of  the  cessa- 
tion or  renewal  of  the  blockade.  In  a  word,  that 
every  prescription  of  maritime  law,  and  every 
right  of  neutral  nations  to  trade  with  a  belliger- 
ent under  the  sanction  of  principles  heretofore 
universally  respected,  have  been  systematically 
and  persistently  violated  by  the  United  States. 
Neutral  Europe  has  received  our  remonstrance, 
and  has  submitted  in  almost  unbroken  silence  to 
all  the  wrongs  that  the  United  States  have  chosen 
to  inflict  on  its  commerce. 

The  cabinet  of  Great  Britain,  however,  has  not 
confined  itself  to  such  implied  acquiescence  in 
these  breaches  of  international  law  as  results 
from  simple  inaction,  but  has,  in  a  published 
despatch  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  assumed  to  make  a  change  in  the  prin- 
ciple enunciated  by  the  Congress  of  Paris,  to 
which  the  faith  of  the  British  government  was 
considered  to  be  pledged — a  change  too  important 
and  too  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Confed- 
eracy to  oe  overlooked,  and  against  which  I  have 


directed  solemn  protest  to  be  made,  ailer  t  nin 
attempt  to  obtain  satisfactory  explanations  from 
the  British  government  In  a  published  despatch 
from  Her  Majesty^s  Foreign  Office  to  her  Minister 
at  Washington,  under  date  of  February  11, 1862, 
occurs  the  following  passage : 

"  Her  Majesty's  government,  however,  are  of 
opinion,  that,  assuming  that  the  blockade  wis 
duly  notified,  and  also  that  a  number  of  ships 
are  stationed  and  remain  at  the  entrance  of  a  port 
sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to  it,  or  t« 
create  an  evident  danger  of  entering  it  or  tearing 
ity  and  that  these  ships  do  not  voluntarily  permit 
ingress  or  egress,  the  fact  that  various  ships  roaj 
have  successfully  escaped  through  it  (as  in  the 
particular  instance  here  referred  to)  will  not  of 
itself  prevent  the  blockade  from  being  an  effectuil 
one  by  international  law." 

The  words  which  I  have  italicized  are  an  addi- 
tion made  by  the  British  government,  of  its  own 
authority,  to  a  principle,  the  exact  terms  of  which 
were  settled  with  deliberation  by  the  common 
consent  of  civilized  nations,  and  by  implied  con* 
vention  with  this  government,  as  already  explain- 
ed, and  their  effect  is  clearly  to  reopen,  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Confederacy,  one  of  the  very  di.^ 
puted  questions  on  the  law  of  blockade  which 
the  Congress  of  Paris  professed  to  settle.  TKc 
importance  of  this  change  is  readily  illustrated 
by  taking  one  of  our  ports  as  an  example.  There 
is  evident  danger  in  entering  the  port  of  Wilming- 
ton from  the  presence  of  a  blockading  force;  and 
by  this  test  the  blockade  is  effective.  "Access? 
is  not  really  prevented  "  by  the  blockading  f«>rcc 
to  the  same  port,  for  steamers  are  continimny 
arriving  and  departing;  so  that,  tried  by  this 
test,  the  blockade  is  ineffective  and  invalid  The 
justice  of  our  complaint  on  this  point  is  so  mani- 
fest as  to  leave  little  room  for  doubt  that  farther 
reflection  will  induce  the  British  govcnunent  to 
give  us  such  assurances  as  will  efface  the  painful 
impressions  that  would  result  from  its  language, 
if  left  unexplained. 

From  the  foregoing  remarks  you  will  perceite 
that,  during  nearly  two  years  of  struggle,  in  which 
every  energy  of  our  country  has  been  evoked  for 
maintaining  its  very  existence,  the  neutral  nations 
of  Europe  have  pursued  a  policy,  which,  nomin.!!!? 
impartial,  has  been  practically  most  favonble  to 
our  enemies,  and  most  detrimental  to  us. 

The  exercise  of  the  neutral  right  of  refusing 
entry  into  their  ports  to  prizes  taken  by  both 
belligerents  was  eminently  hurtful  to  the  Con- 
federacy. It  was  sternly  asserted  and  maintained 
The  exercise  of  the  neutral  right  of  commerce 
with  a  belligerent  whose  ports  are  not  blockaded 
by  fleets,  sufficient  really  to  prevent  access  to 
them,  would  have  been  eminently  hurtful  to  the 
United  States.  It  was  oomplaisantly  abandoned 
The  duty  of  neutral  States  to  receive  with  cor- 
diality, and  recognize  with  respect  any  new  c>)n- 
federation  that  independent  States  may  think 
proper  to  form  was  too  clear  to  admit  of  denial ; 
but  its  postponement  was  obviously  beneficial  to 
the  United  States  and  detrimental  to  the  Confede- 
racy.    It  was  postponed. 
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In  this  review  of  our  relations  with  the  neutral 
nations  of  Europe,  it  has  been  my  purpose  to 
point  out  distinctly  that  this  government  has  no 
complaint  to  make  that  those  nations  declared 
their  neutndity.  It  could  neither  expect  nor 
desire  more.  The  complaint  is,  that  the  neutral- 
ity has  been  rather  nominal  than  real,  and  that 
recognized  neutral  rights  have  been  alternately 
asserted  and  waived  in  such  manner  as  to  bear 
with  great  severity  on  us,  and  to  confer  signal 
advantages  on  our  enemy. 

I  have  hitherto  refrained  from  calling  your  at- 
tention to  this  condition  of  our  relations  with 
foreign  powers  for  various  reasons.  The  chief 
of  these  was  the  fear  that  a  statement  of  our  last 
groands  of  complaint  against,  a  course  of  policy 
so  injurious  to  our  interests  might  be  miscon- 
strued into  an  appeal  for  aid.  Unequal  as  we 
were  in  mere  numbers  and  available  resources  to 
our  enemies,  we  were  conscious  of  powers  of 
resistance,  in  relation  to  which  Europe  was  in- 
credulous, and  our  remonstrances  were  therefore 
peculiarly  liable  to  be  misunderstood. 

Proudly  self-reliant,  the  Confederacy  knowing 
iiill  well  the  character  of  the  contest  into  which 
it  was  forced,  with  full  trust  in  the  superior  qua- 
lities of  its  population,  the  superior  valor  of  its 
soldiers,  the  superior  skill  of  its  generals,  and, 
above  all,  in  the  justice  of  its  cause,  felt  no  use 
to  appeal  for  the  maintenance  of  its  rights  to 
other  earthly  aids,  and  it  began  and  has  continued 
tiiis  struggle  witn  the  calm  confidence  ever  in- 
spired in  those  who,  with  consciousness  of  right, 
can  invoke  the  Divine  blessing  on  their  cause. 
This  confidence  has  been  so  assured  that  we  have 
ne?er  yielded  to  despondency  under  defeat,  nor 
do  we  feel  undue  elation  at  the  present  brighter 
prospect  of  a  successful  issue  to  our  contest.  It 
is,  therefore,  because  our  just  grounds  of  com- 
plaint can  no  longer  be  misinterpreted  that  I  lay 
them  clearly  before  you.  It  seems  to  me  now 
proper  to  give  you  the  information,  and,  although 
no  immediate  results  may  be  attained,  it  is  well 
that  truth  should  be  preserved  and  recorded. 
It  is  well  that  those  who  are  to  follow  us  should 
understand  the  full  nature  and  character  of  the 
tremendous  conflict,  in  which  the  blood  of  our 
people  has  been  poured  out  like  water,  and  in 
which  we  have  resisted,  unaided,  the  shocks  of 
hosts  which  would  have  sufficed  to  overthrow 
many  of  the  powers  which,  by  their  hesitation 
io  according  our  rights  as  an  independent  nation, 
imply  doubt  of  our  ability  to  maintain  our  na- 
tional existence.  It  may  be,  too,  that  if  in  future 
times  unfriendly  discussions  not  now  anticipated 
shall  unfortunately  arise  between  this  Confederacy 
&nd  some  European  power,  the  recollection  of 
our  forbearance  under  the  grievances  which  I 
have  enumerated  may  be  evoked  with  happy  in- 
fluence in  preventing  any  serious  disturbance  of 
peaceful  relations. 

It  would  not  be  proper  to  close  my  remarks 
on  the  subject  of  our  foreign  relations  without 
adverting  to  the  &ct  that  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Cabinets  of  France,  Great  Britain,  and 
Bussia,  recently  published,  indicates  a  gratifying 


advance  in  the  appreciation  by  those  governments 
of  the  true  interests  of  mankind,  as  involved  in 
the  war  on  this  continent  It  is  to  the  enlight- 
ened ruler  of  the  French  nation  that  the  public 
feeling  of  Europe  is  indebted  for  the  first  official 
exhibition  of  its  sympathy  for  the  sufferings  en- 
dured by  this  people  with  so  much  heroism,  of 
its  horror  at  the  awful  carnage  with  which  the 
progress  of  the  war  has  been  marked,  and  of  its 
desire  for  a  speedy  peace.  The  clear  and  direct 
intimation  contained  in  the  language  of  the 
French  note,  that  our  ability  to  maintain  our 
independence  has  been  fully  established,  was  not 
controverted  by  the  answer  of  either  of  the  cab- 
inets to  which  it  was  addressed.  It  is  indeed 
difficult  to  conceive  a  just  ground  for  a  longer 
delay  on  this  subject,  after  reading  the  following 
statement  of  facts  contained  in  the  letter  emanat- 
ing from  the  Minister  of  his  Imperial  Majesty : 

**  There  has  been  established  from  the  very  begin- 
ning of  this  war,  an  equilibrium  of  forces  between 
the  belligerents,  which  has  since  been  almost  con- 
stantly maintained,  and  after  the  spilling  of  so 
much  blood,  they  are  to-day  in  this  respect  in  a 
situation  which  has  not  sensibly  changed.  Noth- 
ing authorizes  the  anticipation  .that  more  deci- 
sive military  operations  will  shortly  occur.  Ac- 
cording to  Uie  last  advices  received  in  Europe,  the 
two  armies  were,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  condition 
which  permitted  neither  to  hope  within  a  short 
delay  advantages  sufficiently  marked  to  turn  the 
balance  definitely  and  to  ac(^erate  the  conclusion 
of  peace." 

As  this  government  has  never  professed  the 
intention  of  conquering  the  United  States,  but 
has  simply  asserted  its  ability  to  defend  itself 
against  being  conquered  by  that  power,  we  may 
safely  conclude  that  the  claims  of  this  Confeder- 
acy to  its  just  place  in  the  family  of  nations  can- 
not long  be  withheld  after  so  frank  and  formal 
an  admission  of  its  capacity  to  cope,  on  equal 
terms,  with  its  aggressive  foes,  and  to  maintain 
itself  against  theu'  attempts  to  obtain  decisive 
results  by  arms. 

It  is  my  painful  duty  again  to  inform  you  of 
the  renewed  examples  of  every  conceivable  atro- 
city committed  by  the  armed  forces  of  tlie  United 
States  at  different  points  within  the  Confederacy, 
and  which  must  stamp  indelible  in&my,  not  only 
on  the  perpetrators,  but  on  their  superiors,  who, 
having  the  power  to  check  these  outrages  on  hu- 
manity, numerous  and  well  authenticated  as  they 
have  been,  have  not  yet  in  a  single  instance  of 
which  I  am  aware  inflicted  punishment  on  the 
wrong-doers.  Since  my  last  communication  to 
you  one  General  McNeil  murdered  seven  prison- 
ers of  war  in  cold  blood,  and  the  demand  for  his 
punishment  has  remained  unsatisfied.  The  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  after  promising 
examination  and  explanation  in  relation  to  the 
charges  made  against  General  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
has,  by  its  subsequent  silence  after  repeated 
efibrts  on  my  part  to  obtain  some  answer  od  the 
subject,  not  only  admitted  his  guilt,  but  sanc- 
tioned it  by  acquiescence ;  and  I  have  according- 
ly branded  this  criminal  as  an.  outlaw,  and  direct- 
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ed  his  execution  in  expiation  of  his  crimes  if  he 
should  fall  into  the  liands  of  any  of  our  forces. 

Recently  I  have  received  apparently  authentic 
intelligence  of  another  General,  by  the  name  of 
Milroy,  who  has  issued  orders  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia for  the  payment  of  money  to  him  by  the 
inhabitants,  accompanied  by  the  most  savage 
threats  of  shooting  every  recusant,  besides  burn- 
ing his  house,  and  threatening  similar  atrocities 
against  any  of  our  citizens  who  shall  fail  to  be- 
I  tray  their  country  by  giving  him  prompt  notice 
of  the  approach  of  any  of  our  forces.  And  this 
subject  has  also  been  submitted  to  the  superior 
military  authorities  of  the  United  States,  with 
but  faint  hope  that  th^  will  evince  any  disap- 
probation of  the  act  Humanity  shudders  at  the 
appalling  atrocities  which  are  being  daily  multi- 
plied under  the  sanction  of  those  who  have  ob- 
tained temporary  possession  of  power  in  the 
United  States,  and  who  are  fast  making  its  once 
iair  name  a  byword  of  reproach  among  civilized 
men.  Not  even  the  natural  indignation  inspired 
by  this  conduct  should  make  us,  however,  so  un- 
just as  to  attribute  to  the  whole  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple who  are  subjected  to  the  despotism  that  now 
reigns  with  unbridled  license  in  the  city  of  Wash- 
ington a  willing  acquiescence  in  its  conduct  of  the 
war.  There  must  necessarily  exist  among  our 
enemies  very  many,  perhaps  a  majority,  whose 
humanity  recoils  from  all  participation  in  such 
atrocities,  but  who  cannot  be  held  wholly  guilt- 
less while  permitting  their  continuance  wiuiout 
an  effort  at  repression. 

The  public  journals  of  the  North  have  been 
received,  contiuning  a  proclamation,  dated  on  the 
first  day  of  the  present  month,  signed  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  which  he 
orders  and  declares  all  slaves  within  ten  of  the 
States  of  the  Confederacy  to  be  free,  except  such 
as  are  fbund  within  certain  districts  now  oc- 
cii^ied  in  part  by  the  armed  forces  of  the  enemy. 
We  may  well  leave  it  to  the  instincts  of  that 
common  humanity  which  a  beneficent  Creator 
has  implanted  in  the  breasts  of  our  fellow-men 
of  all  countries  to  pass  judgment  on  a  measure 
by  which  several  millions  of  human  beings  of 
an  inferior  race  —  peaceful  and  contented  laborers 
in  their  sphere — are  doomed  to  extermination, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  are  encouraged  to  a 
general  assassination  of  their  masters  by  the  in- 
sidious recommendation  "to  abstain  f^om  vio- 
lence unless  in  necessary  self-defence.**  Our  own 
detestation  of  those  who  have  attempted  the 
most  execrable  measure  recorded  in  the  history 
of  guilty  man  is  tempered  by  profound  contempt 
for  the  impotent  rage  which  it  discloses.  So  hr 
as  regards  the  action  of  this  government  on  such 
criminals  as  may  attempt  its  execution,  I  confine 
myself  to  informing  you  that  I  shall  —  unless  in 
your  ^isdom  you  deem  some  other  course  more 
expedient — deliver  to  the  several  State  authori- 
ties all  commissioned  officers  of  the  United  States 
that  may  hereafter  be  captured  by  our  forces  in 
any  of  the  States  embraced  in  the  proclamation, 
that  they  may  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  those  States  providing  for  the  punish- 


ment of  criminals  engaged  in  excitii^  sernle  in- 
surrection. The  enlisted  soldiers  I  shall  continue 
to  treat  as  unwilling  instruments  in  the  commis- 
sion of  these  crimes,  and  shall  dirvct  their  dis- 
charge and  return  to  their  homes  on  the  proper 
and  usual  parole. 

In  its  political  aspect  this  measure  possesses 
great  significance,  and  to  it  in  this  lieht  I  invite 
your  attention.  It  affords  to  our  whole  people 
the  complete  and  crowning  proof  of  the  true  n:&- 
ture  of  the  designs  of  the  party  which  eler&ted 
to  power  the  present  occiq>ant  of  the  Presidential 
Chair  at  Washington,  and  which  sought  to  con- 
ceal its  purposed  by  every  variety  of  artful  d^ 
vice,  and  by  the  perfidious  use  of  the  most 
solemn  and  repeated  pledges  on  every  possible 
occasion.  I  extract,  in  this  connection,  as  a 
single  example,  the  following  declaration,  made 
by  President  Lincoln  under  the  solemnity  of  his 
oath  as  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  fourth  of  March,  1861 : 

"Apprehension  seems  to  exist  among  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Southern  States  that  by  the  accession 
of  a  repubUcan  administration  their  property  and 
their  peace  and  personal  security  are  to  be  en- 
dangered. There  has  never  been  any  reasonable 
cause  for  such  apprehensions.  Indeed,  the  most 
ample  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  all  the  while 
existed  and  been  open  to  their  inspectioa  It  is 
found  in  nearly  all  the  public  speeches  of  him 
who  now  addresses  you.  I  do  but  ouote  from 
one  of  those  speeches  when  I  declare  uiat  I  hxre 
no  purpose,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  inlwferc 
with  the  institution  of  slavery  in  the  States 
where  it  exists.  I  believe  I  have  no  lawful  right 
to  do  so,  and  I  have  no  inclination  to  do  so. 
Those  who  nominated  and  elected  me  did  so  with 
full  knowledge  that  I  had  made  this  and  maoj 
similar  declarations,  and  had  never  recanted  them. 
And  more  than  this,  they  placed  in  the  platform 
for  my  acceptance,  and  as  a  law  to  themselyes 
and  to  me,  the  clear  and  emphatic  resolution 
which  I  now  read : 

^^ResoUed^  That  the  maintenance  inviolate  of 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  especially  the  right 
of  each  State  to  order  and  control  its  own  do- 
mestic institutions,  according  to  its  own  judg- 
ment exclusively,  is  essential  to  that  balance  of 
power  on  which  the  perfection  and  endurance  of 
our  political  fabric  depend,  and  we  denounce  the 
lawless  invasion  by  armed  force  of  the  soil  of 
any  State  or  Territory,  no  matter  under  what 
pretext,  as  among  the  gravest  crimes.*' 

Nor  was  this  declaration  of  the  want  of  power 
or  disposition  to  interfere  with  our  social  system 
confined  to  a  state  of  peace.  Both  before  and 
after  the  actual  commencement  of  hostilities  tho 
President  of  the  United  States  repeated  in  formal 
official  communication  to  the  Cabinets  of  Oreat 
Britain  and  France  that  he  was  utterly  without 
constitutional  power  to  do  the  act  which  be  has 
just  committed,  and  that  in  no  possible  event, 
whether  the  secession  of  these  States  resulted  in 
tiie  establishment  of  a  separate  Confederacy,  or 
in  the  restoration  of  the  Union,  was  tliere  any 
authority  by  virtue  of  which  he  could  either  re- 
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store  a  disaft*ect43d  State  to  the  Union  by  force  of 
foms,  or  make  any  change  in  any  of  its  insti- 
tutions. I  refer  especially  for  yerification  of  this 
assertion  to  the  despatches  addressed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  of  the  United  States,  under  direc- 
tion of  the  President,  to  the  Ministers  of  the 
United  States  at  London  and  Paris,  under  date 
of  tenth  and  twenty-second  of  April,  1861. 

The  people  of  this  Confederacy,  then,  cannot 
fiul  to  receiTe  this  proclamation  as  the  ftillest 
vindication  of  their  own  sagadty  in  foreseeing 
the  uses  to  which  the  dominant  party  in  the 
United  States  intended  from  the  beginning  to 
apply  their  power;  nor  can  they  cease  to  re- 
member with  devout  thankfulness  that  it  is  to 
their  own  vigilance  in  resisting  the  first  stealthy 
progress  of  approaching  despotism  that  they  owe 
their  escape  fhom  consequences  now  apparent  to 
the  most  skeptical. 

This  proclamation  will  have  another  salutary 
effect,  in  calming  the  fears  of  those  who  hare 
constantly  evinced  the  apprehension  that  this 
war  might  end  by  some  reconstruction  of  the 
old  Union,  or  some  renewal  of  close  political  re- 
lations with  the  United  States.  These  fears 
have  never  been  shared  by  me,  nor  have  I  ever 
been  able  to  perceive  on  what  basis  they  could 
rest  But  the  proclamation  affords  the  fullest 
guarantees  of  the  impossibility  of  such  a  result. 
It  has  established  a  state  of  things  which  can 
lead  to  but  one  of  three  possible  consequences — 
the  extermination  of  the  slaves,  the  exile  of  the 
whole  white  population  of  the  Confederacy,  or 
absolote  and  total  separation  of  these  States  from 
the  United  States.  This  proclamation  is  also  an 
Authentic  statement  by  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  of  its  inability  to  subjugate  the 
South  by  force  of  arms,  and  as  such  must  be  ac- 
cepted by  neutral  nations,  which  can  no  longer 
find  any  justification  in  withholding  our  just 
cbums  to  formal  recc^ition.  It  is  also  in  effect 
an  intimation  to  the  people  of  the  North  that 
they  must  prepare  to  submit  to  a  separation, 
DOW  become  inevitable ;  for  that  people  are  too 
acute  not  to  understand  that  a  restitution  of  the 
Union  has  been  rendered  forever  impossible  by 
the  adoption  of  a  measure  which,  from  its  very 
future,  neither  admits  of  retraction  nor  can  co- 
exist with  union. 

Among  the  subjects  to  which  your  attention 
win  be  specially  devoted  during  the  present  ses- 
sion, you  will,  no  doubt,  deem  the  adoption  of 
some  comprehensive  system  of  finance  as  being 
of  paramount  importance.  The  increasing  public 
debt,  the  great  augmentation  in  the  volume  of 
the  currency,  with  its  necessary  concomitant  of 
extnTagant  prices  for  all  articles  of  consump- 
tion, the  want  of  revenue  from  a  taxation  ade- 
quate to  support  the  public  credit,  all  unite  in 
flulmonishing  us  that  energetic  and  wise  legisla- 
tion alone  can  prevent  serious  embarrassment  in 
our  monetary  affairs.  It  is  my  conviction  that 
the  people  of  the  Confederacy  will  freely  meet 
taxation  on  a  scale  adequate  to  the  maintenance 
of  the  public  credit  and  the  support  of  their  gov- 
vnmeot    When  each  fiimily  is  sending  forth  its 


most  precious  ones  to  meet  exposure  in  camp 
and  death  in  battle,  what  ground  can  there  be  to 
doubt  the  disposition  to  devote  a  tithe  of  its  in- 
come, and  more,  if  more  be  necessary,  to  provide 
the  government  with  means  for  insuring  the  com- 
fort of  its  defenders  ?  If  our  enemies  submit  to 
an  excise  on  every  commodity  they  produce,  and 
to  the  daily  presence  of  the  tax-gatherer,  with  no 
higher  motive  than  the  hope  of  success  in  their 
wicked  designs  against  us,  the  suggestion  of  an 
unwillingness  on  the  part  of  this  people  to  sub- 
mit to  the  taxation  necessary  for  the  success  of 
their  defence  is  an  imputation  on  their  patriotism 
that  few  will  be  disposed  to  make,  and  that  none 
can  justify. 

The  legislation  of  your  last  session,  intended 
to  hasten  the  funding  of  outstanding  treasury 
notes,  has  proved  beneficial,  as  shown  by  the  re- 
turns annexed  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury;  but  it  was  neither  sufiBciently 
prompt  nor  fiir-reaching  to  meet  the  full  extent 
of  the  evil.  The  passage  of  some  enactment, 
carrying  still  further  the  policy  of  that  law,  by 
fixing  a  limitation  not  later  than  the  first  of  July 
next  to  the  delay  allowed  for  funding  the  notes 
issued  prior  to  the  first  of  December,  1862,  will, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Secretary,  have  the  effect 
to  withdraw  from  circulation  nearly  the  entire 
sum  issued  previous  to  the  last-named  date. 
If  to  this  be  added  a  revenue  from  adequate  tax- 
ation, and  appropriation  of  bonds  guaranteed 
proportionately  by  the  seven  per  cents,  as  has 
already  been  generously  proposed  by  some  of 
them  in  enactments  spontaneously  adopted,  there 
is  little  doubt  that  we  shall  see  our  finances  re- 
stored to  a  sound  and  satisfactory  condition,  our 
circulation  relieved  of  the  redundancy  now  pro- 
ductive of  so  many  mischiefs,  and  our  credit 
placed  on  such  a  basis  as  to  relieve  us  from  fur- 
ther anxiety  relative  to  our  resources  for  the 
prosecution  of  the  war. 

It  is  true  that  at  its  close  our  debt  will  be 
large ;  but  it  will  be  due  to  our  own  people,  and 
neither  the  interest  nor  the  capital  will  be  ex- 
ported to  distant  countries,  impoverishing  ours 
for  their  benefit. 

On  the  return  of  peace  the  untold  wealth 
which  will  spring  firom  our  soil  will  render  the 
burthen  of  taxation  far  less  onerous  than  is  now 
supposed,  especially  if  we  take  into  consider- 
ation that  We  shall  then  be  free  from  the  large 
and  steady  drain  of  our  substance  to  which  we 
were  subjected  in  the  late  Union  through  the  in- 
strumenUlity  of  sectional  legislation  and  pro- 
tective tariff.  I  recommend  to  your  earnest  at- 
tention the  whole  report  of  the  Seoretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  this  important  subject,  and  trust 
that  your  legislation  on  it  will  be  delayed  no 
longer  than  may  be  required  to  enable  your  wis- 
dom to  devise  the  proper  measures  for  insuring 
the  accomplishment  of  the  objects  proposed. 

The  operations  of  the  War  Department  have 
been  in  the  main  satisfiKjtory.  In  the  report  of 
the  Secretary,  herewith  submitted,  will  be  found 
a  summary  of  many  memorable  successes.  They 
are  with  justice  ascribed  in  laige  measure  to  the 
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reorganization  and  reenforcement  of  our  armies 
under  the  operation  of  the  enactments  for  con- 
scription. The  wisdom  and  efficacy  of  these 
acts  have  been  approved  by  results,  and  the  like 
spirit  of  unity,  endurance,  and  self-devotion  of 
the  people  which  has  hitherto  sustained  their 
action,  must  be  relied  on  to  assure  their  enforce- 
ment under  the  continuing  necessities  of  our  sit- 
uation. The  recommendations  of  the  Secretary 
to  this  effect  are  tempered  by  suggestions  for 
their  amelioration,  and  the  subject  deserves  the 
consideration  of  Congress. 

For  the  perfection  of  our  military  organization 
no  appropriate  means  should  be  rejected,  and  on 
this  subject  the  opinions  of  the  Secretary  merit 
early  attention.  It  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that, 
under  all  the  efforts  and  sacrifices  of  war,  the 
power  and  means  of  the  Confederacy  for  its  suc- 
cessful prosecution  are  increasing.  Dependence 
on  foreign  supplies  is  to  be  deplored,  and  should, 
as  far  as  practicable,  be  obviated  by  the  develop- 
ment and  employment  of  Internal  resources. 
The  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  country,  how- 
ever, render  this  difficult,  and  require  extraor- 
dinary encouragements  and  facilities  to  be  grant- 
ed by  the  government 

The  embarrassments  resulting  from  the  limit- 
ed capacity  of  the  railroads  to  afford  transporta- 
tion, and  the  impossibility  of  otherwise  com- 
manding and  distributing  the  necessary  supplies 
for  the  armies,  render  necessary  the  control  of 
the  roads  under  some  general  supervision,  and 
resort  to  the  power  of  impressment  under  mili- 
tary exigencies.  While  such  powers  have  to  be 
exercised,  they  should  be  guarded  by  judicious 
provisions  against  perversion  or  abuse,  and  be, 
as  recommended  by  the  Secretary,  under  due 
regulation  of  law. 

I  specially  recommend  in  this  connection  some 
revision  of  the  exemption  law  of  last  session. 
Serious  complaints  have  reached  me  of  the  in- 
equality of  its  operation  from  eminent  and  patri- 
otic citizens  whose  opinions  merit  great  consider- 
ation, and  I  trust  Aiat  some  means  will  be  devised 
for  leaving  at  home  a  sufficient  local  police,  with- 
out making  discriminations,  always  to  be  depre- 
cated, between  different  classes  of  our  citizens. 

Our  relations  with  the  Indians  generally  con- 
tinue to  be  friendly.  A  portion  of  the  Cherokee 
people  have  assumed  an  attitude  hostile  to  the 
confederate  government ;  but  it  is  gratifying  to ' 
be  able  to  state  that  the  mass  of  intelligence  and 
worth  in  that  nation  have  remained  true  and 
loyal  to  their  treaty  engagements.  With  this 
exception,  there  have  been  no  important  instances 
of  dissatisfaction  among  any  of  the  friendly  na- 
tions and  tribes.  Dissatisfaction  recently  man- 
ifested itself  among  certain  portions  of  them,  but 
this  resulted  from  a  misapprehension  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  government  in  their  behal£ 
This  has  been  removed,  and  no  furUier  difficulty 
is  anticipated. 

The  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  here- 
with transmitted,  exhibits  the  progress  made  in 
this  branch  of  the  public  service  since  your  ad- 
journment, as  well  as  its  present  condition.    The 


details  embraced  in  it  are  of  such  a  niture  aa 
to  render  it,  in  my  opinion,  incompatible  with  the 
public  interests  that  they  should  be  published 
with  this  message.  I  therefore  confine  myself  to 
inviting  your  attention  to  the  information  thercm 
contained. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  shows 
that  during  the  first  postal  year  under  our  goT* 
emment,  terminating  on  the  thirtieth  of  June  kst, 
our  revenues  were  in  excess  of  those  recdved  by 
the  former  government  in  its  last  postal  year, 
while  the  expenses  were  greatly  decreased.  There 
is  still,  however,  a  considerable  deficit  in  the  re- 
venues of  the  department,  as  compared  with  its 
expenses,  and,  although  the  grants  already  made 
from  the  general  treasury  will  suffice  to  cover  all 
liabilities  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  on 
the  thirtieth  of  June  next,  I  recommend  some  le- 
gislation, if  any  can  be  constitutionally  deTisod, 
for  aiding  the  revenues  of  that  department  during 
the  ensuing  fiscal  year,  in  order  to  avoid  too  great 
a  reduction  of  postiil  facilities.  Yourattentioais 
also  invited  to  numerous  other  improvemoits  in 
the  service  recommended  in  the  report,  and  for 
which  legislation  is  required. 

I  recommend  to  the  Congress  to  devise  a  pro- 
per mode  of  relief  to  those  of  our  citizens  whose 
property  has  been  destroyed  by  order  of  the  goT- 
emment  in  pursuance  of  a  policy  adopted  as  a 
means  of  national  defence.  It  is  true  that  M 
indemnity  cannot  now  be  made ;  but  some  mea- 
sure of  relief  is  due  to  those  patriotic  citizens  who 
have  borne  private  loss  for  the  public  good,  whose 
property  in  effect  has  been  taken  for  public  use, 
though  not  directly  appropriated.  Our  gofern- 
mcnt,  bom  of  the  spirit  of  freedom  and  of  the 
equality  and  independence  of  the  States,  could  not 
have  survived  a  selfish  or  jealous  disposition, 
making  each  only  careful  of  its  own  interest  or 
safety. 

The  fate  of  the  Confederacy,  under  the  blesang 
of  Divine  Providence,  depends  upon  theharmooT, 
enerey,  and  unity  of  the  States.  It  especially 
devolves  on  you,  their  representatives,  as  fiu*  >s 
practicable,  to  reform  abuses,  to  correct  errora,  to 
cultivate  fraternity,  and  to  sustain  in  the  people  a 
just  confidence  in  the  government  of  their  choica 
To  that  confidence  and  to  the  unity  and  self-sac- 
rificing patriotism  hitherto  displayed  is  doe  the 
success  which  has  marked  the  unequal  contest, 
and  has  brought  our  country  into  a  condition  at 
the  present  time  such  as  the  most  sanguine  would 
not  have  ventured  to  predict  at  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  our  struggle.  Our  armies  are  laiiger,  bet- 
ter disciplined  and  more  thoroughly  armed  and 
equipped  than  at  any  previous  period  of  the  war; 
the  energies  of  a  whole  nation,  devoted  to  the 
single  object  of  success  in  this  war,  have  accom- 
plished marvels,  and  many  of  our  trials  have,  by  a 
beneficent  Providence,  been  converted  into  ble^ 
ings.  The  magnitude  of  the  perils  idiich  we  en- 
countered have  developed  the  true  qualities  and 
illustrated  the  heroic  character  of  our  people,  thus 
gaining  for  the  Confederacy  firom  its  birth  a  just 
appreciation  from  the  other  nations  of  the  etfth. 
The  injuries  resulting  from  the  inteiTV^oa  of 
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foreign  commcroe  haye  received  compensation  by 
the  developments  of  our  internal  resources.  Can- 
non crown  our  fortresses  that  were  cast  from  the 
proceeds  of  mines  opened  and  furnaces  built  dur- 
infl^  the  war.  Our  mount&in  caves  yield  much  of 
the  nitre  for  the  manufacture  of  powder,  and  pro- 
mise increase  of  product  From  our  own  foun- 
dries and  laboratories,  from  our  own  armories  and 
vork-shops,  we  derive,  in  a  great  measure,  the 
warlike  material,  the  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
which  are  expended  so  profusely  in  the  numerous 
and  desperate  engagements  that  rapidly  succeed 
each  other.  Cotton  and  woollen  fabrics,  shoes 
and  harness,  wagons  and  gun-carriages,  are  pro- 
duced in  daily  increasing  quacitities  by  the  fac- 
tories springing  into  existence.  Our  fields,  no 
longer  whitened  by  cotton  that  cannot  be  export- 
ed, are  devoted  to  the  production  of  cereals  and 
the  growth  of  stock  formerly  purchased  witb  the 
proceeds  of  cotton.  In  the  homes  of  our  noble 
and  devoted  women — without  whose  sublime  sac- 
rifices our  success  would  have  been  impossible — 
the  noise  of  the  loom  and  the  spinning-wheel  may 
be  heard  throughout  the  land. 

With  hearts  swelling  with  gratitude,  let  us, 
then,  join  in  returning  thanks  to  God,  and  in  be- 
seeching the  continuance  of  His  protecting  care 
over  our  cause,  and  the  restoration  of  peace,  with 
its  manifold  blessings,  to  our  beloved  country. 

Jeffebsom  Davis. 

Skriioio,  JanoAry  IS,  1888. 


Doa  104. 
AFFAIR  AT  HARPETH  SHOALS,  TENN. 

.     CHAPLAIN   OADDIS^S   REPORT. 

Camp  at  MuKntRSBOXo,  Tnni.,  I 
Febroarx  4, 1668.     f 

Major- Oeneral  Rotecrant^  Commanding  Depart- 

fMntofthe  Cumberland: 

Sib:  In  accordance  with  your  request,  I  here- 
with transmit  a  condensed  account  of  the  capture 
^1  subsequent  destruction  of  a  portion  of  your 
transportation  by  fire,  on  the  Cumberland  River, 
on  the  thirteenth  day  of  January,  1863,  at  the 
head  of  Harpeth  Shoals,  thirty  miles  from  Nash- 
ville, and  thirty-five  from  Clarksville.  I  was  on 
the  steamer  Hastings  at  the  time  of  her  being  or- 
dered by  the  guerrillas  to  land,  and  at  the  request 
of  the  captain  of  the  Hastings,  the  officers  and 
iQen  on  board,  (near  two  hundred  and  sixty  wound- 
ed, j  assumed  command.  I  answered  their  hail 
tnd  order  by  saying,  **  that  we  were  loaded  with 
wounded,  and  could  not  stop."  They  again  or- 
dered us  *^  to  come  to ;"  and  backed  their  orders 
by  three  (3)  volleys  of  musketry,  after  which  I 
ordered  the  pilot  of  the  Hastings :  *^  Round  the 
steamer  to  the  shore."  This  he  immediately  en- 
dearored  to  do.  The  current  being  swift,  the 
^t  yielded  slowly,  and  the  enemy  again  fired 
two  rounds  of  artillery,  one  of  the  balls  taking  ef- 
fect on  the  steamer,  seriously  wounding  one  of  the 
men. 

As  soon  as  the  boat  struck  the  steamer  that  had 
been  captured  some  two  hours  previously,  *^a 


gang  of  drunken  rebels  under  command  of  Colonel 
\Vade  took  possession  of  the  Hastings,"  Then 
followed  a  scene  of  plunder  and  theft  never  be- 
fore witnessed.  They  robbed  soldiers  and  pas- 
sengers indiscriminately.  They  took  irom  your 
wounded  soldiers  their  blankets,  rations,  medi- 
cines, and  in  many  instances,  their  cloth  ingl 
Robbed  the  officers  of  their  side-arms,  overcoats, 
hats,  etc.  The  boat  of  all  her  freight  stores  and 
money,  and  her  officers  of  their  personal  property. 
I  demanded  of  Col.  Wade  some  explanation  of  his 
inhuman  course ;  he  being  so  drunk,  only  made 
me  an  idiotic  reply.  I  then  looked  round  for  some 
other  officer,  and  discovered  Capt  Buford,  Gen. 
Wheeler's  A.  A.  General,  in  whom  I  recognized  an 
old  acquaintance.  I  appealed  to  him ;  he  was 
powerless,  from  the  fact  that  the  whole  gang  wero 
drunk.  He,  however,  reported  the  fact.^  to  Gen. 
Wheeler,  who  authorized  him  to  parole  the  Has- 
tings on  condition  that  she  carry  no  moro  supplies 
for  the  Federal  Government  I  accepted  the  pa- 
role. I  then  took  on  board  the  wounded  off  of 
the  steamer  Trio,  also  from  the  steamer  Parthenia, 
and  had,succeoded  in  obtaining  permission  to  pass 
on,  when  they  for  the  first  time  discovered  that 
the  deck  of  the  Hastings  was  covered  with  bales 
of  cotton,  on  which  our  wounded  were  lying. 
Wade  instantly  ordered  me  to  put  ashore  all  the 
wounded  (over  four  hundred)  that  he  might  burn  ^ 
the  cotton,  it  being  theirs  by  capture,  and  with 
them  a  contraband  of  war. 

To  move  the  men  again  was  almost  impossible ; 
they  had  been  virtually  stripped  of  every  thing — 
medicines,  rations,  clothing ;  were  thirty-five  miles 
fi*om  any  military  post;  night  coming;  on;  no 
place  of  shelter,  no  place  to  put  our  wounded  and 
djring  men,  save  a  muddy  corn-field;  n  heavy 
snow  had  begun  to  fall,  and  in  view  of  iill  this, 
and  my  sympathy  for  men,  who,  for  eighteen 
months,  had  done  their  duty  as  true  soldiei's,  and 
who  for  days  had  fought  under  you,  and  only 
ceased  when  borne  from  the  field,  I  demanded 
other  terms.  I  told  him  I  would  not  move  a  soul 
from  the  boat,  etc.  All  this  was  reported  to  W  heel- 
er (at  least  they  said  so)  and  he  ordered  tluit  I 
should  be  held  personally  responsible  for  the 
burning  of  their  cotton  on  reaching  Louisville, 
under  penalty  of  my  return  to  their  lines  as  a  pri- 
soner of  war.  I  deemed  the  terms  mild,  under 
the  drcuinstances,  and  I  immediately  accepted 
them,  in  which  I  claim  I  did  my  duty.  The  pas- 
sengers and  soldiers  of  the  Trio  and  Parthenia 
were  robbed  in  like  manner.  After  they  had  done 
us  all  the  harm  they  could,  barely  escaping  with 
our  lives,  they  allowed  us  to  cross  the  river  dur- 
ing the  burning  of  the  steamers.  While  they 
were  preparing  to  bum,  the  gunboat  "Sidell" 
hove  in  sight,  and  to  all  appearance  made  prepar- 
ations to  drive  the  enemy  away.  But  from  some 
cause  or  other  Van  Dom  made  no  fight,  and  sur- 
rendered the  boat  without  firing  a  single  shot 
They  then  took  possession  of  her,  threw  over  her 
guns  and  arms,  fired  the  three  boats,  and  in  a 
short  time  nothing  remained  but  the  charred  hulls. 
On  reaching  Clarksville,  I  reported  by  telegraph 
to  Major  Sidell,  who  ordered  me  to  proceed  on  as 
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rapidly  as  possible  to  Louisville,  and  report  to 
Generals  Boyle  or  Wright  This  I  did,  and  the 
inclosed  papers  will  explain  the  final  result  of 
the  unfortunate  affair.  Thus  hoping  that  in  all 
this  you  will  not  condemn  me,  I  remain  your  obe- 
dient seryant,  M.  P.  Gaddis, 

Chaplain  Second  Regiment  O.Y.L 

Mr.  Spray,  a  hospital  clerk  at  Nashville,  gives 
the  following  account  of  this  affair : 

On  Board  Stsaxxb  Hastixgs,  Janouy  15, 1868. 
I  snatch  a  few  moments  from   the  dreadful 
scenes  that  have  surrounded  us  for  the  past  three 
days,  to  say  that  on  the  twelfth  instant,  in  com- 

Eany  with  many  officers,  wounded  in  the  late 
attle,  together  with  four  hundred  wounded  sol- 
diers, on  the  steamers  Hastings  and  Trio,  I  left 
Nashville  to  assist  in  getting  the  steamers  through 
to  Louisville.  Before  starting  I  heard  several  in- 
sinuations that  the  guerillas  would  resist  our  pas- 
sage, but  we  being  on  an  errand  of  mercy,  thought 
our  mission  would  be  respected  and  allowed  to 
pass  unmolested.  No  evidences  of  dan^r  were 
seen  until,  approaching  Harpeth  Shoals,  we  be- 
held the  smoking  hull  of  the  steamer  Charter, 
and  several  burning  houses  on  the  south  side  of 
^e  river.  The  steamer  had  been  burned  by  the 
guerrillas  under  the  notorious  Col.  Wade,  and 
the  houses  by  Lieut  Van  Dom,  of  the  First  Ohio, 
in  charge  of  the  national  gunboat  Major  SidelL  A 
short  distance  below  was  a  large  fleet  of  Federal 
steamers  engaged  in  getting  over  the  shoals,  un- 
der the  protection  of  the  gunboat  Sidell.  On 
passing  Van  Dom's  fleet  I  hailed  him,  and  in- 
quired as  to  danger  below.  He  replied :  **  There 
is  no  danger — I  have  cleaned  them  out"  We 
passed  on,  the  Trio  a  mile  or  so  in  advance. 
Near  two  miles  below  the  gunboat  we  caught 
sight  of  the  Trio  lying  to  in  a  cove  opposite  the 
shoals.  Knowing  that  she  was  short  of  fuel,  we 
concluded  tliat  she  was  engaged  in  taking  on  a 
supply  of  wood.  On  nearing  her  we  saw  several 
mounted  soldiers  drawn  up  in  line  along  the  shore. 
As  many  of  them  had  on  Federal  overcoats,  we 
thought  them  to  be  our  cavalry.  They  hailed  us, 
and  ordered  us  to  land. 

I  at  once  discovered  them  to  be  guerrillas,  and 
ordered  Capt  Robinson  to  land.  The  order  was 
promptly  obeyed.  The  current  being  strong,  the 
boat  did  not  yield  readily  to  the  turn  of  the  pilot, 
making  slow  progress  in  swinging  around,  causing 
her  to  drag  slowly  down  the  stream.  This  caus^ed 
the  guerrillas  to  think  that  we  were  not  going  to 
land,  and  they  immediately  flred  two  heavy  vol- 
leys of  musketry,  followed  by  two  discharges  of 
six-pound  balls,  all  taking  effect  on  the  steamer. 
Your  correspondent,  in  company  with  Captain 
Bobinson  and  Pilot  Kilburn,  of  Covington,  was 
standing  on  the  hurricane-deck  when  the  firing 
took  place.  I  hailed  them,  and  told  them  to  fire 
no  more,  as  we  were  loaded  with  wounded,  and 
would  land  as  soon  as  possible.  They  tried  to 
kill  the  man  at  the  wheel,  who  stood  bravely 
at  his  post,  amidst  all  the  fire,  until  the  boat 
was  tied  up.    On  our  near  approach  to  them,  I 


hastened  down  to  still  the  dreadful  oonfuaoD 
that  the  firing  had  caused.  Several  ladies  were 
on  board,  and,  be  it  said  to  their  praise,  they  b^ 
haved  like  true  heroines ;  no  fainting  or  scream- 
ing ;  all  as  quiet  as  could  be  desired  under  such 
circumstances.  On  my  return  to  the  front  of  tite 
boat,  I  was  met  by  CoL  Wade,  who,  with  a  hor- 
rible oath,  ordered  Dr.  Waterman,  surgeon  in 
charge  of  the  wounded,  to  take  his  d — d  wound- 
ed Yankees  ashore,  as  he  would  bum  the  boat^ 
and  us,  too,  unless  the  order  was  obeyed  I  in- 
stantly appealed  to  him  in  behalf  of  the  woundei 
During  this  time  his  followers  had  come  on  board, 
and  took  full  possession  of  every  thing. 

Here  I  should  like,  if  I  could,  to  picture  out  to 
your  readers,  and  the  world  at  large,  the  awful 
scene  of  pillage  and  plunder  that  ensued    All 
but  two  or  three  of  them  were  demoralized  by 
the^lrink  obtained  previous  to  our  arriral  from 
the  bar  of  the  Trio.     I  v^-ill  not  attempt  to  peo- 
picture  the  scene ;  language  fails,  and  words  are 
beggars,  in  attempting  to  do  so.     Near  one  hun- 
dred of  the  thieving,  plundering  gang,  were  en- 
gaged in  rifling  every  thing  from  the  clerk's  office 
to  the  chambermaid's  room.     For  a  few  moment\ 
the  stoutest  hearts  were  appalled,  and  ooDStemv 
tion  had  seized  upon  all.     On  pas^g  around. 
appealing  to  them  to  desist,  I  met  their  Assistant 
Adjutant-General,  in  whom  I  recognised  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  instantly  promised  to  do  all 
in  his  power  to  save  the  boat,  and  stop  the  plun- 
dering.    He  spoke  to  CoL  Wade,  and  he  ordered 
them  off  the  boat ;  but,  alas,  that  overshadowini; 
curse  of  both  armies  was  there,  in  full  possesj^ii'n 
of  human  hearts,  that  might  have  been  mure 
humane,  had  not  the  demon  spirit  of  rum  hard- 
ened their  natural  sympathies,  and  unchained 
their  baser  passions.     In  their  maddened  thi^^t 
for  plunder,  they  trampled  on  and  over  our  poor 
wounded  men,  taking  their  rations,  blankets,  orer- 
coats,  canteens,  and  even  money  out  of  their 
pockets.    Never  was  there  such  a  scene  witnesie-i 
For  a  time  confusion  reigned  supreme.    During 
the  time  Dr.  Waterman  and  myself  had  come  to 
terms  w4th  Assistant  Adjutant-General  But^l 
in  r^ard  to  the  passengers.     The  ofiicer^,  able 
and  disable,  were  to  be  paroled  together  with  tsx 
wounded  men,  but  he  insisted  on  burning  the 
boat     We  then  asked  him  to  spare  one  boat,  and 
allow  us  to  go  on  to  Clarksville.     This  he  con- 
sented to  do,  upon  my  entering  into  a  written 
agreement  that  the  boat  should  hereafler  carry 
no  other  supplies,  or  do  any  other  work  for  the 
Government,  other  than  sanitary  work. 

In  addition  to  this,  the  writer  was  to  bam,  •▼ 
have  burned,  one  hundred  and  eleven  ha\ies-o{ 
cotton  that  were  on  the  deck  of  the  Hastings 
upon  our  arrival  at  Louisville.  The  terms  were 
severe,  and  Wade  would  listen  to  no  other;  and 
on  my  failing  to  comply  with  these  ten&.s  ^ 
men  must  be  put  ashore,  and  left  without  cover- 
ing, rations,  or  medicines,  badly  wounded,  ftnd 
thirty-five  miles  from  any  militairy  post  Milita- 
ry rule  and  the  stem  dictates  thereof  may  con- 
demn our  conclusion,  yet  the  claims  of  suffering 
humanity,  under  such  drcumstanceSi  would  coib- 


\i> 


DOCTTMEinU 


385 


pel  OS  to  go  further  than  the  terms  called  for. 
The  penalty  for  failing  to  bum  the  cotton  on  our 
iirival  at  Louisville  was  the  simple  surrender  of 
unworthy  self  to  the  confederate  authorities ;  a 
small  penalty,  considering  the  amount  at  stake. 
These  tenns  being  agreed  upon,  and  Surgeon 
Waterman  having  made  up  a  list  of  the  paroled 
men,  the  guerrillas  left  the  boat,  and  the  wound- 
ed of  the  Trio,  and  her  crew  and  passengers  were 
tnnsferred  to  ti^  Hastings.  While  the  transfer 
was  going  on,  another  steamer  hove  in  sight — 
the  Parthenia,  on  her  way  to  Clarksville.  She 
was  ordered  ashore,  and  the  same  scene  was  en- 
acted over  in  her  cabin,  save  the  &ct  that  she 
had  no  sick  or  wounded  of  any  account,  but  had 
several  passengers.  The  rangers  at  once  boarded 
her  and  for  some  time  utter  ^*  madness  ruled  the 
hour."  The  Parthenia  was  a  new  steamer,  cost- 
ing thirty-three  thousand  dollars,  finely  finished 
and  furnished.  While  engaged  in  rifling  her,  and 
piling  up  combustibles  on  different  parts  of  the 
boat  to  make  her  bum  rapidly,  the  gunboat  Si- 
dell,  spoken  of  elsewhere,  hove  in  sight  Her 
^pearance  was  a  signal  of  joy  to  our  men  and 
of  alarm  to  the  rebels,  who  immediately  mounted 
their  horses,  ready  to  run.  We  hailed  Van  Dorn, 
ud  told  him  to  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the 
stream,  and  not  come  between  our  boat  and  the 
noge  of  the  guerrillas*  cannon. 

To  oar  utter  astonishment,  instead  of  getting 
nsAj  to  cover  himself  with  glory  in  the  saving 
of  so  mach  property  and  several  lives,  he  simply 
fired  bis  revolver,  and  then  ignominiously  and 
cowardly  waved  his  white  handkerchief  in  token 
of  surrender.  The  rebels  had  fired  several  vol- 
leys at  him  and  done  no  harm,  save  the  wound- 
ing of  one  of  Van  Dom's  gunners.  He  then  or- 
doed  one  of  his  own  men  to  strike  the  colors, 
which  he  obeyed.  They  then  crossed  over  to  the 
rebel  side,  who,  with  tremendous  yells,  took  pos- 
session of  her.  Having  had  no  sleep  for  many 
^y%  and  sick  at  heart  over  the  misery  of  this, 
the  most  unfortunate  expedition  of  the  war,  I  will 
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LOSS  OF   THE    QUEEN    OF  THE  WEST. 

OmCIAL   BEPOBT   OF   COLONEL  ELLET. 

VmruD  States  STSAim  Era  Na  fi, ) 
Babow  TiaunuaoH,  Mias.,  Febrnary  21.     f 

-^MiEiL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you 
^t  I  left  the  landing  below  Vicksburgh,  in  obe- 
<lienoe  to  your  written  instructions,  on  the  night 
of  the  tenth  instant,  taking  with  me  the  De  Soto 
^  coel-barge,  and  proceeded  down  the  River. 
"  «  passed  Warrenton  without  interruption,  and 
reached  Red  River  the  following  evening.  I  de- 
stroyed, as  you  directed,  the  skiffs  and  flatboats 
*wng  either  shore.  I  ascended  Red  River,  on  the 
QK)min^  of  the  twelfth,  as  far  as  the  mouth  of 
the  AUihaialaya.  Leaving  the  De  Soto  and  coal- 
Jwg®  in  a  secure  position,  I  proceeded  down  the 
weam  six  miles  from  its  mouth.  I  met  a  train 
of  army  wagons  returning  firom  Simsport   I  land- 
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ed  and  destroyed  them.  On  reaching  Simmsport, 
I  learned  that  two  rebel  steamboats  had  just  left, 
taking  with  them  the  troops  and  artillery  sUition- 
ed  at  that  point  They  had  left  on  the  bank  sev- 
eral barrels  of  government  beef,  which  I  broke 
up  and  rolled  into  the  river.  I  pursued  another 
train  of  wagons  for  some  distance,  but  they  re- 
treated into  the  swamps  and  escaped.  One  of 
their  wagons,  loaded  with  ammunition  and  stores, 
fell  into  our  hands,  and  was  destroyed. 

On  her  return  at  night,  a  party  of  overseers 
and  other  civilians,  fired  into  the  Queen  from  be- 
hind a  levee,  and  immediately  fled  under  cover 
of  the  darkness.  First  Master  J.  D.  Thompson, 
a  gallant  and  efficient  officer,  was  shot  through 
the  knee. 

Anchoring  at  the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya,  I 
waited  until  morning,  and  then  returned  to  the 
spot  from  which  we  had  been  attacked.  All  the 
buildings,  on  three  large  adjoining  plantations, 
were  burned  by  my  order.  I  started  up  the  Red 
River,  on  the  same  day,  and  reached  Black  River 
by  night  On  the  morning  of  the  fourteenth,  when 
about  fifteen  miles  above  the  mouth  of  Black  Riv- 
er, a  steamboat  came  suddenly  around  a  sharp 
bend  in  the  river,  and  was  captured  before  she 
could  escape.  She  proved  to  be  the  Era  No.  Five, 
laden  with  four  thousand  five  hundred  bushels 
of  com.  She  had  on  board  two  rebel  lieutenants 
and  fourteen  privates.  The  latter  I  at  once  pa- 
roled and  set  ashore. 

Hearing  of  three  very  large  boats  lying  at  Gor- 
don's Landing,  thirty  miles  above,  I  decided  on 
making  an  effort  to  capture  them,  intending  to  re- 
turn if  I  should  find  the  battery  at  that  point  too 
strong,  and  ascend  the  Washita.  I  left  the  Era  and 
coal-barge  in  charge  of  a  guard.  We  reached  the 
bend  just  below  Gordon's  Landing,  before  dusk; 
the  dense  smoke  of  several  boats,  rapidly  firing  up, 
could  be  seen  over  the  tops  of  the  trees  as  we  ap- 
proached. I  ordered  the  pilot  to  proceed  very  slow- 
ly, and  merely  show  the  bow  of  the  Queen  around 
the  point  From  the  sharp  bend  which  the  river 
makes  at  this  place,  there  was  no  apparent  diffi- 
culty in  withdrawing  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns,  whenever  it  might  be  desired.  The  rebels 
opened  upon  us  with  four  twenty -three-pounders, 
the  moment  we  came  in  sight  Their  guns  were 
in  a  fine  position,  and  at  the  third  shot  I  ordered 
Mr.  Garvey,  the  pilot,  to  back  the  Queen  out 
Instead  of  doing  so,  he  ran  her  aground  on  the 
right-hand  shore. 

The  position  at  once  became  a  very  hot  one. 
Sixty  yards  below  we  would  have  been  in  no 
danger.  As  it  was,  the  enemy's  shot  struck  us 
nearly  every  time.  The  Chief-Engineer  had  hard- 
ly reported  to  me  that  the  scape-pipe  had  been 
shot  away,  when  an  explosion  below,  and  a  rush 
of  steam  around  the  boat,  told  me  that  the  steam- 
pipe  had  been  cut  in  two. 

Nothing  further,  of  course,  could  be  done.  I 
gave  orders  to  lower  the  yawl  at  the  stern  of  the 
Queen,  to  carry  off  Captain  Thompson,  who  lay 
wounded  in  my  state-room.  Some  persons  had 
already  taken  the  yawl,  however,  and  it  was 
gone.     The  other  yawl  was  on  the  De  Soto,  a 
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short  distance  below.  Fortunately,  the  cotton- 
bales  with  which  the  Queen  was  protected,  afford- 
ed an  avenue  of  escape,  and  a  majority  of  the  men 
and  officers  succeeded  in  reaching  the  De  Soto. 
I  ordered  this  boat  to  be  brought  up  as  far  as  it 
was  practicable  without  being  struck,  and  sent 
her  yawl  to  the  Queen.  Lieut.  Tuthill  and  Third 
Master  Duncan,  bravely  volunteered  for  the  pur- 
pose. I  remained  on  the  De  Soto  over  an  hour, 
picking  up  men  and  cotton-bales.  Lieut  Tuthill 
barely  succeeded  in  escaping  from  the  Queen,  the 
rebels  boarding  her  in  skiffs  as  he  escaped.  The 
Queen  could  easily  have  been  burned,  but  this 
could  not  be  done  while  Oapt.  Thompson  was  on 
board,  and  it  was  impossible  to  remove  him.  All 
the  passages  had  been  blocked  up  with  cotton ; 
the  interior  of  the  boat  was  intensely  dark,  full 
of  steam,  and  strewed  with  shattered  ftimiture. 
The  display  of  a  light  enabled  the  batteries  to 
strike  her  with  unerring  certainty.  To  have 
brought  the  De  Soto  alongside  would  have  in- 
sured her  destruction,  as  the  light  of  the  latter^s 
furnace  would  have  rendered  her  a  conspicuous 
mark. 

A  dense  fog  sprang  up  as  we  started  down  in 
the  De  Soto,  and  she  lost  her  rudder  by  running 
into  the  bank.  Drifting  down  fifteen  miles,  I  took 
possession  of  the  Era,  and  Scuttled  and  burnt  the 
be  Soto  and  barge,  knowing  that  the  rebels  would 
lose  no  time  in  pursuing.  I  pushed  on  down 
through  the  fog,  throwing  the  corn  off  to  lighten 
her.  We  reached  the  Mississippi  at  dawn,  oppo- 
site Ellis's  Cliffs.  Mr.  Garvey  ran  the  Era,  a  boat 
drawing  less  than  two  feet  of  water,  hard  aground, 
actually  permitting  her  wheels  to  make  several 
revolutions  after  she  struck,  and  it  was  with  the 
utmost  difficulty  she  could  be  gotten  off.  The 
disloyal  sentiments  openly  expressed  by  Mr.  Gar- 
vey, a  few  hours  previous  to  this  occurrence,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  me  to  place  him  under  ar- 
rest, and  fix  upon  me  the  unwilling  conviction 
that  the  loss  of  the  Queen  was  due  to  the  delib- 
erate treachery  of  her  pilot  It  is  to  be  regretted 
that  the  unfortunate  illness  of  Mr.  Scott  Long, 
who  piloted  the  Queen  past  Vicksburgh,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  for  me  to  intrust  the  Queen 
to  the  management  of  Mr.  Garvey. 

The  next  morning,  a  short  distance  below 
Natchez,  I  met  the  Indianola.  Captain  Brown 
thought  that  he  might  be  able  to  ascend  Ked 
River,  and  destaroy  the  battery  at  Gordon's  Land- 
ing, and  I  accompanied  him  down  in  the  Era, 
leading  the  way.  I  had  not  gone  three  miles, 
when  a  break  in  the  dense  fog  disclosed  a  steamer 
rapidly  moving  up-stream,  about  a  mile  ahead.  I 
at  once  rounded  to,  and  caused  the  whistle  to  be 
blown  to  warn  Capt  Brown  of  her  presence.  As 
soon  as  the  rebel  steamer,  which  was  undoubted- 
ly the  Webb,  perceived  the  Indianola,  she  turned 
and  fled.  The  latter  fired  two  shots  at  her,  but 
without  effect  I  learned  afterward,  that  three 
other  armed  boats  had  been  sent  in  pursuit  of  the 
Era,  and  had  been  turned  back  by  the  Webb  on 
her  retreat  They  all  went  back  up  Red  River. 
On  reaching  this  stream.  Captain  Brown  decided 
not  to  ascend  it,  and  I  thought  it  best  to  return 


at  once.  Thinkine  we  might  be  attacked  on  the 
way  up,  I  seized  a  hundred  and  seventy-five  bales 
of  cotton,  and  protected  the  Era's  machiner?  as 
far  as  practicable.  At  St  Joseph  I  landed  and 
seized  Uie  mails,  and  learned  fix>m  them  that  CoL 
Adams  was  waiting  for  us  at  Grand  Gulf  with 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  Thirtv-six  shots  were 
fired  at  the  Era  while  passing  the  point,  none  of 
which  took  effect 

On  reaching  Island  One  Hundred  and  Sereo^a 
body  of  riflemen  opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  the 
Era  from  the  Mississippi  shore.  Suspecting  it  to 
be  a  ruse  to  draw  us  to  the  other  side  of  the  riv- 
er, I  decided  on  keeping  the  right  of  the  Island. 
The  furnaces  of  the  Era  became  so  clogged  at  this 
point,  I  found  it  necessary  to  stop  andoave  them 
cleaned  out — a  delay  of  twenty  minutes  being 
caused  by  this.  The  Era  had  barely  passed  the 
Island,  when  a  battery  of  three  guns  opened  upon 
us  from  the  Louisiana  shore.  Forty-six  shots 
were  fired,  but  did  no  injury.  At  Warrenton  tlie 
rebels  opened  fire  upon  the  Era  with  two  ride 
twenty-pounder  guns.  They  fired  twenty-four 
shots,  but  did  not  succeed  in  striking  her.  Ex- 
traordinary as  it  may  i^pear,  tiiore  is  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  no  one  was  killed  on  the  Qaeea 
It  is  probably  attributable  to  the  fact  that  Uiose 
below  got  into  the  hold  through  the  numerous 
hatches,  and  thus  escaped  the  effects  of  the  steam. 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  the  engineers,  is  reported  br  » 
deserter  from  the  Webb,  to  be  badly  scalded. 
Twenty-four  men  were  taken  prisoners,  ten  of 
whom  were  civilians  employed  on  the  boat  As- 
sistant Surgeon  Booth  was  the  only  comnussioih 
ed  officer  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charlbs  R.  Ellbt, 

Cominanding  Ram  FletrL 

Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Commanding  Hintsslppi  Sqoadrc 
CHICAGO  "TRIBUNE"  ACCOUNT. 
SrBjLXKK  Era  No.  5,  di  Rkd  Knm,  F«ti.  lA,  1^ 

The  career  of  the  gallant  Queen  of  the  West  is 
ended.  Her  crew  are  dispersed ;  some  are  wound- 
ed, some  are  killed,  and  more  are  taken  prisonerv 
A  small  remnant,  so  far  escaped  from  death  anJ 
capture,  are  now  twenty  miles  from  the  mouth 
of  Red  River,  moving  as  rapidly  as  Prx>videoct> 
permits,  from  the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  thrill- 
ing incidents  of  the  rebellion,  toward  the  Ut- 
famed  city  of  Vicksburgh. 

We  had  intended  to  leave  on  Monday*  the 
ninth  instant,  but  certain  repairs  were,  at  the 
last  moment,  found  necessary,  and  we  were  com- 
pelled to  remain  over  the  succeeding  day. 

Col.  EUet  decided  to  run  the  batteries  by  star 
light,  and  just  at  dark  the  chimneys  of  the  Queeo 
of  the  West  and  the  De  Soto  o^an  to  Tomit 
forth  huge  columns  of  dense  black  smoke,  aod 
we  knew  that  the  time  of  our  departure  was  ap- 
proaching. Precisely  at  nine  o^dock  we  swun< 
into  the  stream,  the  De  Soto,  around  who&e  boil- 
ers and  machinery  bales  of  cotton  had  been 
placed,  and  on  whose  bow  was  mounted  a  huse 
thirty-two  pound  rifle,  toward  the  battles,  the 
Queen  of  the  West  nezt»  mnd  the  ooa)>bafge  on 
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the  outside,  all  lashed  together.  In  this  position 
we  floated  down  the  river.  At  the  risk  of  being 
ooQsidered  a  coward,  that  regard  for  truth,  which 
I  am  proud  to  say  has  always  been  a  distinguish- 
ing feature  of  my  correspondence,  compels  me  to 
write  that  I  sought  the  starboard  side  of  the 
Queen  of  the  West,  where  the  thickness  of  four 
Ules  of  cotton  and  four  feet  of  wood  might  rea- 
sonably be  supposed  to  insure  comparative  safety. 
Silently  we  floated  by,  every  moment  expecting 
to  hear  the  scream  and  hiss  of  shot  and  shell, 
erery  moment  looking  for  the  explosion  of  the 
u|i;iy  missiles  over  our  heads.  We  were  abreast 
of  the  batteries,  and  began  to  wonder  at  their 
reticence.  We  were  at  point-blank  range,  the 
night  was  fine,  why  did  they  not  fire  ?  The  sus- 
pense was  terrible.  Presently  some  onei  sang 
oat:  "We  are  out  of  danger,  we  are  below  the 
batteries. "  It  is  wonderful  how  this  announce- 
ment affected  us.  Some  who  were  crouching  in 
street  terror  became  valiant  in  an  instant  They 
mounted  the  hurricane-deck  and  snapped  their 
fingers  for  joy.  What  cared  they  for  rebel  bat- 
teries? 

It  was  at  the  mouth  of  Old  River  that  we  tied 
up  Wednesday  night,  sending  the  De  Soto  to  do 
picket'duty  a  mile  in  advance.  The  night  passed 
quietly,  and  at  daybreak  Thursday  we  started  up 
Old  River,  moving  cautiously  and  calling  at  the 
plantations  on  the  way.  At  nine  o^clock  we  en- 
tered the  mouth  of  the  Atchafalaya.  Four  miles 
down  the  river  a  long  train  of  heavy  army  wagons, 
driyen  by  negro  teamsters  and  guarded  by  a 
squad  of  soldiers,  was  discovered  moving  along 
the  rirer-bank.  We  halted  them,  landed,  and 
took  possession.  The  soldiers  escaped  to  the 
forest  skirting  the  plantations.  A  detachment 
of  Federal  soldiers  commenced  the  work  of  de- 
structioa  Mules  were  unharnessed  and  turned 
*^^  harnesses  were  thrown  into  the  river,  and 
A  few  of  the  wagons  cut  down  and  rendered 
worthless.  The  rest  were  left  until  evening. 
I'he  Queen  then  moved  down  the  river  to  Simms^ 
pcvt,  four  miles  below,  where  GoL  Ellet  had  heard 
of  a  rebel  transport 

We  arrived  too  late  to  capture  her,  but  not  too 
l»te  to  seize  seventy  barrels  of  beef  belonging  to 
^e  Valverde  battery,  which  the  Minerva  in  her 
*^^ty  to  escape  had  left  behind.  This  was  de- 
^y«d  by  cutting  the  hoops  of  the  barrels  and 
tumbling  their  contents  into  the  river.  Colonel 
^et  also  captured  a  rebel  mail  and  important 
letters  and  despatches  at  Simmsport,  from  one 
^  whidi  he  learned  of  the  occupation  of  Berwick 
Bay  by  Commodore  Farragut  A  few  confeder- 
ate cavalry  were  quietly  watching  our  move- 
ments from  the  bayou  to  the  rear  of  the  village, 
^  a  shell  from  our  rifled  Parrott  bursting  over 
their  heads  caused  them  to  hunt  their  holes, 
from  Sinmisport  we  moved  down  the  river  a 
jew  miles,  and  came  in  sight  of  another  heavily 
laden  train,  which  the  negroes  from  the  bank 
aid  also  belonged  to  the  Texas  battery.  Upon 
oor  approach  the  teamsters  turned  into  the 
B^^unps  just  within  reach  of  our  shells.    We 


had  not  men  enough,  scarcely  twenty  all  told, 
to  send  them  after  the  fugitives,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  fire  at  them  from  the  boat.  This  we 
did  till  the  shades  of  evening  began  to  gather, 
with  what  effect  as  regards  wounding  and  killing 
we  were  unable  to  learn.  One  wagon  laden  with 
ammunition  and  oificers'  baggage  fell  into  our 
hands.     This  was  burned. 

Night  was  approaching,  and  we  turned  the 
steamer^ s  prow  again  toward  Old  River,  where 
during  the  day  the  De  Soto  had  waited  for  us. 
Just  as  we  had  reached  the  bend  where  the 
wagons  were  captured,  and  where  we  intended 
this  evening  to  destroy  them,  while  the  most  of 
us  were  at  supper,  all  at  once  we  heard  the  sharp 
report  of  musketry,  and  immediately  First  Mas- 
ter Thomas  fell  to  the  deck  seriously  wounded ; 
a  musket-ball  had  passed  upward,  breaking  his 
shin-bones,  and  making  its  exit  through  the 
knee.  From  one  of  the  brass  guns  on  deck  we 
replied,  and  also  fired  several  rifle-shots,  but, 
protected  by  the  levee,  the  rascals  escaped  injury. 
We  abandoned  our  intention  of  landing,  and  kept 
on  up  the  river,  the  Colonel  muttering  threats  of 
vengeance. 

On  Friday  morning  a  person  came  aboard  the 
Queen  and  informed  Col.  Ellet  that  the  firing  the 
preceding  night  was  done  by  the  citizens  living 
along  the  Atchafalaya,  between  its  mouth  and 
Simmsport  Col.  Ellet  accordingly  determined 
to  pay  them  a  visit  He  rounded  to  near  Simms- 
port, and  calling  at  the  plantation  of  one  Graves, 
who  almost  acknowledged  that  he  fired  at  us,  he 
allowed  him  time  to  remove  his  family  and  fur- 
niture, and  then  burned  the  house,  sheds,  and 
quarters  to  the  ground.     "" 

The  next  plantation  had,  beside  the  dwelling- 
house  and  negro  quarters,  a  magnificent  sugar- 
mill  upon  it     These  buildings  were  also  burned. 

The  third  belonged  to  an  old  gentleman,  who, 
with  his  son  and  two  daughters,  carried  on  the 
farm  and  worked  the  niggers.  One  of  the  young 
ladies  admitted  that  the  brother  had  fired  upon 
the  Queen,  and  only  wished  the  one  had  not 
been  a  dozen.  She  abused  the  Colonel,  and  be- 
rated the  Yankees.  When  she  discovered  that 
her  abuse  failed  to  move  Colonel  Ellet,  just  as 
the  flames  began  to  curl  around  the  house-top, 
like  a  brave  and  gallant  girl,  as  she  was,  she 
sang,  in  a  ringing,  defiant  tone,  the  **  Bonnie 
Blue  Flag,"  until  forest  and  river  echoed  and  re- 
echoed with  sweet  melody. 

Colonel  Ellet,  on  leaving  the  Atchafalaya,  an- 
nounced his  intention  to  go  down  the  Mississippi 
and  attempt  to  open  communication  with  Com- 
modore Farragut,  below  Port  Hudson ;  but  on 
reaching  the  mouth  this  intention  was  abandoned, 
and  we  turned  our  vessel  into  Red  River.  The 
air  was  as  balmy  as  June  in  our  northern  climate, 
the  trees  were  decking  themselves  with  green, 
men  were  walking  about  the  hurricane-deck  in 
their  shirt-sleeves  as  wc  entered  the  Red.  We 
could  not  help  commiserating  poor  Northerners, 
shivering  before  coal-fires  and  freezing — "  on  ice." 
When  we  returned  we  would  willingly  have  ex- 
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changed  positions.  Late  Friday  night  we  an- 
chored at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  as  before, 
the  De  Soto  thrown  out  as  our  advance  picket 

Saturday  morning,  at  daylight,  we  raised  an- 
chor and  proceeded  up  the  river.  We  had  heard 
that  the  enemy  had  lately  constructed  fortifica- 
tions at  Gordon's  Landing,  eighty-five  miles  from 
the  mouth,  called  Fort  Taylor.  We  had  heard 
also  that  there  were  heavy  guns  at  Harrison- 
burgh,  near  the  head  of  navigation  on  Black 
River,  and  for  a  time  Colonel  Ellet  was  undeter- 
mined which  to  attack.  He  finally  settled  upon 
^e  former,  and  we  moved  as  rapidly  as  the  tor- 
tuous nature  of  the  stream  and  the  ignorance  of 
our  pilots  would  admit,  in  the  hope  that  we 
should  reach  the  position  and  commence  the  at- 
tack before  nightfall. 

The  steamer  Louisville,  we  also  learned,  had, 
just  before  we  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Black, 
passed  up  the  Red  with  a  thirty-two  pounder 
rifled  gun,  intended  for  the  gunboat  W.  H.  Webb, 
then  lying  at  Alexandria. 

We  had,  therefore,  incentives  for  speed.  At 
ten  o'clock  the  look-out  reported  a  steamer  de- 
scending the  river,  and  shortly  after  the  Era  No. 
5  hove  in  sight  She  saw  us  as  quickly  as  we 
discovered  her,  and  was  half  turned  around,  as 
if  attempting  to  escape,  when  Col.  Ellet  ordered 
a  shot  to  be  sent  after  her.  This  took  effect  in 
her  stern,  passing  through  the  cook-room,  demol- 
ishing a  stove  and  slightly  wounding  the  nogro 
cook.  The  officers  and  passengers  then  came  on 
deck,  and  hoisted  white  sheets  and  waved  white 
handkerchiefs  in  token  of  surrender.  The  Queen 
ran  alongside  and  took  possession.  The  Era 
No.  5  is  a  fine  boat  of  a  hundred  and  fifty  tons 
burden,  belonging  to  the  Red  River  Packet  Com- 
pany, and  heretofore  engaged  in  transporting 
supplies  for  the  confederate  army.  At  that  time 
she  was  laden  with  four  thousand  hre  hundred 
bushels  of  com,  intended  for  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  at  Little  Rock.  This  was  to  be 
taken  to  Camden,  Arkansas,  and  to  be  trans- 
ported thence  by  army  wagons.  Among  the 
passengers  were  fifteen  privates  of  the  Four- 
teenth Texas  cavalry,  and  three  belonging  to  the 
Twenty-seventh  Louisiana,  Lieut  Daly,  of  the 
Texas  State  troops,  and  Lieut  Doyle,  of  the 
Fourteenth  Texas.  The  citizens  on  board  were 
set  on  shore  without  parole,  the  soldiers  ^-ere 
set  on  shore  with  parole,  and  the  officers  were 
retained.  Among  the  parties  retained  was  a 
German  Jew  named  Elsasser,  who  had  upon  his 
person  thirty-two  thousand  dollars  in  confederate 
money.  CoL  Ellet  thought  he  was  a  confederate 
quartermaster,  although  he  strongly  insisted  to 
0ie  contrary,  and  brought  him  along.  One  man 
dressed  in  citizen's  clothing  and  claiming  to  be 
a  non^ombatant,  and  on  that  account  released 
without  parole.  We  have  since  learned  that  ho 
was  one  of  Gen.  Hindman's  brigadier-generals. 
His  name  T  did  not  learn.  Our  prisoners  being 
thus  disposed  of,  the  fieet,  now  numbering  three 
steamers,  moved  toward  Gordon's  Landing.  Four 
miles  from  the  Landing,  in  a  direct  line  across 
the  country,  but  fifteen  miles  as  the  river  runs, 


we  left  the  Era  with  three  or  four  men  to  guard 
the  boat  and  prisoners. 

We  moved  slowly  up  the  channel,  making  the 
bend  with  considerable  difficulty,  until  we  reach- 
ed the  point  below  the  negro  quarters  where  the 
land  is  cleared,  when  we  discovered  a  long  line  cf 
dense  black  smoke  moving  up  the  river  beyond 
the  fort  indicating  the  hasty  departure  of  atnn^ 
port  Our  gun  upon  the  bow  was  immediatelT 
placed  in  position,  and  two  percussion-shells  were 
sent  in  that  direction.  These  exploding  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  transport,  which  we  afterward 
learned  was  the  Doubloon  coming  down  the  river 
with  com,  caused  her  to  disappear  toward  Alex- 
andria. 

The  land  makes  out  into  the  river  <m  the  point, 
leaving  an  extremely  shallow  place  twenty  feet  or 
more  from  its  extremity,  which  pilots  are  curefo] 
to  avoid.  Our  pilot,  whether  designedly  or  other- 
wise I  know  not,  ran  the  Queen  aground,  and  at 
the  same  instant  the  batteries  opened  fire  upon 
us.  Recollect,  we  were  not  four  hundred  yard^ 
from  the  fort,  and  immovable.  The  pflots  tried 
in  vain  to  back  her  off,  but  she  would  not  bodge 
an  inch.  Shot  were  flying,  shell  were  bursting, 
and,  worse  than  all,  we  could  not  reply.  The 
enemy  had  our  exact  range,  and  every  explosion 
told  with  fearful  effect  Tour  correspondent 
sought  the  pilot-house,  and  thus  became  an  un- 
willing witness  of  the  terrible  af&ir.  Three  huge 
thirty-two  pounder  shells  exploded  on  the  deck, 
and  between  the  smoke-stacks,  not  twenty  feet 
from  our  heads. 

The  air  was  filled  with  frtigments  and  explod- 
ing shells,  which  flew  before,  behind,  and  all 
about  us.  Soon  we  heard  a  crash  among  the  ma- 
chinery below.  Word  was  pa.ssed  up  that  the 
lever  which  regulates  the  engines  was  shot  awar. 
Another  crash,  and  we  learned  the  escape-pipe 
was  gone.  Still  another,  and  the  steam-chest 
was  fractured.  The  whole  boat  shook  with  the 
rush  of  the  escaping  steam  which  penetrated 
every  nook  and  cranny.  The  engine-room  was 
crowded  with  engineers,  firemen,  negroes,  and 
prisoners,  who  had  sought  that  place  under  the 
impression  that  it  was  the  safest  All  this  time, 
while  we  supposed  we  were  blown  up,  and  lodg- 
ed every  moment  to  be  launched  into  etemitr, 
the  batteries  played  upon  the  unfortunate  Tcssd 
and  pierced  Wer  through  and  through.  Men 
crowded  to  the  after-part  of  the  vessel  Some 
tumbled  cotton-bales  into  the  river,  and  getting 
astride  of  them,  sought  to  reach  the  De  Soto  a 
mile  below.  The  yawl  was  tied  to  the  stem,  and 
a  man  stood  there  with  a  loaded  pistol  threaten- 
ing to  shoot  the  first  one  who  enter€d  it  The 
cry  was  raised  for  Col.  Ellet,  and  men  were  s«^t 
forward  to  look  after  him.  The  negroes  in  their 
fright  jumped  overboard  and  many  of  the  poor 
creatures  were  drowned.  Some  of  our  men  were 
scalded.  Word  was  sent  to  the  De  Soto  to  come 
alongside  to  remove  us.  She  came  as  near  as 
»he  dare,  and  sent  her  yawl,  but  before  it  return- 
ed, she  herself  was  compelled  to  move  down  the 
river  out  of  range. 

As  I  have  before  stated,  I  was  in  the  pilot- 
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house  when  the  explosion  occarred,  and  took  the 
precaution  to  close  the  trap-door,  thus  keeping 
oat  a  qiuntity  of  steam.  There  was  still  enough 
to  make  breathing  almost  impossible  that  came 
through  the  windows  in  front  of  us.  I  had  suf- 
ficient presence  of  mind  to  cram  the  tail  of  my 
coat  into  my  mouth,  and  thus  avoid  scalding. 
Shortly  we  discoyered  that  to  remain  would  in- 
duce suffocation,  and  we  opened  the  trap-door, 
and,  blinded  by  steam,  sought  the  stem  of  the 
Tessel.  Qroping  abou(  the  cabin,  tumbling  over 
chairs  and  negroes,  I  sought  my  berth,  seized-an 
overcoat,  leaving  an  entire  suit  of  clothes,  my 
haversadc,  and  some  valuable  papers  behind,  and 
emerged  upon  the  hurricane-deck.  The  shell 
w&e  Dying  over  my  head,  and  here  was  obvious- 
ly no  place  for  me  to  remain.  Looking  over,  I  saw 
the  woolly  pate  of  a  negro  projecting  over  the 
stem  below  me,  and,  calling  to  him  to  catch  my 
coat,  I  swung  myself  over  bv  a  rope,  and  landed 
direcUy  upon  the  rudder.  At  this  time  it  was 
suggested  that  a  boat  be  sent  to  hurry  up  the 
De  Soto,  and  among  those  who  entered  it  was 
jour  c(»Tespondent  We  reached  it  in  about  ten 
minutes,  passing  on  the  way  several  men  on  cot- 
ton-bales, among  them  CoL  £llet  and  McGuUogh 
of  the  Comrtiereial,  Almost  exhausted,  the  oc- 
cupants remained  behind,  while  another  crew  was 
sent  up  to  pick  up  survivors. 

The  yawl  had  reached  the  boat  and  was  busily 
engaged  in  picking  up  the  crew,  when  three  boat- 
loads of  confederate  soldiers  cautiously  approach- 
ed the  vessel  and  boarded  her.  Of  course  there 
▼as  no  resistance,  and  our  boys  became  their  pris- 
oners. 

The  De  Spto  hearing  several  men  shout  from 
the  jjiorc,  "  Surrender,"  was  allowed  to  float  down- 
stream, picking  up  as  she  floated  several  who  had 
e^^caped  on  cotton-bales.  When  she  reached  a 
point  ten  miles  below,  the  yawl  overtook  her  with 
others  who  had  been  similarly  preserved. 

We  reached  the  Era  No.  5  and  found  her  all 
nght  Our  coal-barge  was  leaking  badly  and 
^tfd  aground.  Of  course,  we  had  to.  leave  it 
The  De  Soto  had  unshipped  both  rudders  and  be- 
cune  unmanageable,  and  it  was  concluded  to  de- 
^y  her,  lest,  with  her  valuable  gun,  she  should 
&11  into  the  enemy's  hands. .  Her  pipes  were 
knocked  out,  a  shovelful  of  live  coals  placed  in 
her  cabins,  and  she  was  soon  destroyed.    ' 

It  was  now  ten  o'clock  Saturday  night,  and  if 
we  would  escape  more  intimate  acquaintance  with 
South<ffn  society  and  Southern  prison  life,  we 
nust  make  every  exertion  now.  With'  a  sigh  for 
t^e  poor  fellows  left  behind,  and  a  hope  that  our 
enemies  would  be  merciful,  the  prow  of  the  Era 
WAS  turned  toward  the  Mississippi.  The  night 
^w  a  terrible  one,  thunder,  liehtning,  rain,  and 
%  I  doubt  if  under  any  ouer  circimistances 
^  River  would  be  deemed  navigable.  All  hands 
'fere  set  to  work  to  throw  overboard  the  com,  to 
lighten  bar  up,  and  we  are  slowly  crawling  down 
the  river.  We  know  to  a  certainty  that  we  shall 
^  pursued.  The  gunboat  Webb  is  lying  at  Alex- 
uidria,  and  we  know  that  she  will  start  in  pur- 
suit of  us  whenever  she  learns  of  the  destruction 


of  the  Queen  and  of  the  escape  of  a  portion  of 
her  crew.  Oiur  only  hope  lies  in  reaching  the  Mis- 
sissippi quickly,  whence  we  shall  make  the  best 
of  our  way  to  vicksburgh.  The  Webb  is  a  model 
of  speed,  and  can  make  fourteen  miles  an  hour 
against  the  current  If  we  do  not  get  aground, 
and  if  our  machinery  does  not  breal^  we  hope  to 
outrun  her.  If  I  am  captured,  a  visit  to  Vicks- 
burgh will  be  my  portion.     We  shall  see. 

The  following  is  the  loss  by  the  capture  of  the 
Queen  of  the  West,  as  far  as  I  can  ascertain : 

Prisoners. — Oy.  Eddison,  Second  Master ;  Hen- 
ry Duncan,  Third  Master;  David  Taylor,  Engi- 
neer, (scalded ;)  D.  S.  Booth,  Surgeon ;  First  Mas- 
ter Thompson,  (wounded  on  the  Atchafalaya ;) 
Adjutant  C.  W.  Bailey;  one  blacksmith,  name 
unknown ;  George  Andrews,  James  Foster,  car- 
penters ;  L.  C.  Jarbou,  Thomas  Williams,  David 
McGullom,  Charles  Launer,  Carrol  Smith,  Ed. 
Hazleton,  Charles  Faulkner,  John  A.  Bates,  Nor- 
ton F.  Rico,  Wm.  Brown,  Geo.  W.  Hill,  soldiers ; 
Mr.  Anderson,  of  the  Herald^  and  about  thirty 
negroes. 

Killed. — ^George  Davis  jumped  overboard  from 
the  De  Soto,  and  is  supposed  drowned. 

The  above  list  are  the  names  of  those  who  float- 
ed  down  the  river  and  were  not  picked  up  by  the 
De  Soto.  They  will  probably  be  captured  by 
the  next  confederate  steamer  in  these  waterSi 
probably  the  Webb,  as  she  pursues  us. 


Doc.  106. 
FIGHT    AT   BAYOU    TECHB,    LA. 

NEW-TORK    "TIMES"    ACCOUNT. 
Lapoubchx  STATtOM,  Friday,  January  16, 1868. 

We  have  just  arrived  here  with  Gen.  Weitzel 
and  the  larger  number  of  the  forces  under  him, 
who  are  encamped  at  Thibodeaux,  near  this  place^ 
having  accompanied  them  from  their  successful 
expedition  up  the  Bayou  Teche,  in  which  they 
destroyed  the  rebel  gunboat  Cotton,  and  sent  the 
enemy  skedaddling. 

'  If  you  have  moral  courage  enough  to  examine 
any  detailed  hydrographical  and  topographical 
map  of  Southern  Louisiana,  and  lose  yourself 
among  the  labyrinthine  intersections  of  the  countr 
less  lakes  and  bayous  there  represented — ^resem- 
bling more  the  plan  of  a  spider's  web  than  any 
portion  of  the  habitable  globe  —  you  will  find 
the  Lafourche  Station  just  where  the  bayou  of 
that  name  is  crossed  by  the  New-Orleans,  Ope- 
loUsas  and  Great  Western  Raifroad,  which  extends 
at  present,  no  further  than  to  Brashear  City  and 
Berwick^s  Bay,  at  the  junction  of  the  Atchafalaya 
River  and  Lake  Palondre. 

For  the  benefit  of  those  of  your  readers  who 
may  not  know — and  perhaps  there  are  many  such 
— any  thing  about  these  extraordinary  bayous,  or 
water-courses,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that,  al- 
though when  compared  with  the  mighty  Missis- 
sippi, they  sink  to  the  insignificance  of  mere 
streamlets — ^many  of  them  far  exceed  in  volume 
the  river  Thames,  a  very  short  distance  above 
London, — ^and  the  smallest  of  them  would,  in  any 


890 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-^8. 


part  of  England,  be  considered  a  very  respectable 
river. 

Although  not  positively  known,  it  had  been, 
for  some  time  past,  pretty  generally  rumored  that 
an  expedition  of  some  sort  was  about  to  take 
place  in  the  neighborhood  of  Berwick's  Bay,  but 
when  or  how  no  one  could  tell.  All  that  we  knew 
was  that  the  rebels  tvere  collecting  forces  above 
Bonaldsonville,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Plaque- 
mine,  that  they  now  and  then  came  in  collision 
with  our  pickets,  run  oif  all  the  horses,  mules, 
and  cattle  they  could  lay  their  hands  on,  and 
that  they,  moreover,  had  a  steamer,  called  the  J. 
A.  Cotton,  lurking  somewhere  in  the  Bayou  Teche, 
which  had  become  the  terror  of  that  part  of  the 
country.  It  became,  therefore,  simply  necessary 
to  go  and  clean  them  out,  and  the  task  was  al- 
lotted to  General  Weitzel. 

The  General  commenced  moving  his  forces  from 
Thibodeaux  on  Sunday,  the  eleventh.  These  con- 
sisted of  the  Eighth  Vermont,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixtieth  and  Seventy-fifth  New-York,  Twelfth 
Connecticut,  Twenty-first  Indiana,  Sixth  Michi- 
gan, company  B,  First  Louisiana  Union  cavalry, 
Capt  Barrett  *,  four  pieces  of  Bainbridge's  artil- 
lery, Sixth  Massachusetts  battery,  Capt  W.  W. 
Carruth;  First  Maine  battery,  Lieut  Bradley, 
and  one  section  Fourth  Massachusetts  battery. 
Lieutenant  Briggs.  Capt  Fitch,  with  a  portion 
of  the  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  volunteered  as 
sharp-shooters. 

The  troops  commenced  embarking  from  Bra- 
shear  on  Monday  night;  by  Tuesday  morning 
they  had  all  safely  embarked,  and  the  whole  of 
the  infantry — placed  upon  our  gunboats  Calhoun, 
Diana,  Kinsman,  and  Estrella — proceeded  up  the 
Atchafalaya  River  to  Patersonville,  where  they 
arrived  on  Tuesday,  at  two  p.h.  The  cavalry  and 
artillery  went  by  land.  There  was  some  little 
skirmishing  on  the  road,  and  in  one  hand-to-hand 
sabre  encounter  with  the  rebel  cavalry — a  most 
dashing  affair  on  the  part  of  Capt  Barrett's  com- 
pany— they  were  driven  before  us,  we  losing  one 
man  killed,  and  they  several. 

At  three  p.m..  Commodore  Buchanan,  command- 
er of  the  fleet  of  gunboats,  steamed  up  the  river 
on  board  the  Diana,  and  returned  at  a  quarter 
to  four  o'clock.  At  half-past  four  o'clock  the 
Calhoun,  (flag-ship,)  Kinsman,  Estrella,  and  Diana 
all  went  up  the  bayou,  came  to  anchor  about  ten 
miles  below  where  the  bayou  was  obstructed, 
made  a  hawser  fast  fr*om  each  quarter  to  the 
shore,  and  staid  all  night 

Early  on  Wednesday  morning,  at  six  a.m.,  the 
Diana,  Capt  Goodwin,  was  ordered  to  go  down 
the  Bayou  to  Lynch' s  Point,  to  take  the  Eighth 
Vermont  across  to  the  left  or  northern  bank,  in 
order  for  a  flank  movement  on  the  enemy.  At 
seven,  the  Calhoun,  Commodore  Buchanan,  Kins- 
man, Captain  Wiggin,  and  Estrella,  Captain  Cook, 
commenced  moving  slowly  up  the  bayou,  and  at 
eight  o'clock  reached  the  formidable  obstruction. 
This  was  at  a  place  called  Comey's  Bridge,  from 
a  man  of  that  name  owning  a  ^plantation  there. 
Nothing  but  the  piles  of  the  old  bridge  remain,  pro- 
truding about  three  or  four  feet  above  water,  and 


against  these  the  rebels  had  sunk  an  old  Bt«m«r, 
filled  with  brick,  and  placed  all  manner  of  rub- 
bish— ^making  it  impossible  at  that  time  either  for 
the  Cotton  to  come  down  to  us,  or  for  us  to  get 
at  her. 

At  this  time,  about  a  quarter  to  nine,  an  artil- 
lery duel  commenced  between  our  gunboats  and 
the  gunboat  Cotton  and  the  rebel  batteries,  locat- 
ed where  shown  on  the  map.  The  Kinsman  was 
now  in  advance,  and  the  Estrella  next,  and  the 
Calhoun,  with  Commander  Buchanan  on  board, 
following  up  close.  The  firing  contmued  for  some 
time  without  any  manifest  diflerence  to  either 
party.  A  few  desultory  rifle-shots  had  been  M 
at  us  from  the  shore,  which  our  men  returned  is 
well  as  they  could  against  a  hidden  foe. 

Suddenly  the  Kinsman  felt  something  explode 
under  her ;  it  was  a  torpedo,  and  her  stern  was 
violently  lifted  in  the  air,  but  fortunateljwithno 
damage,  as  was  afterward  found.  Ad  aidofGm 
Weitzel  came  galloping  up  to  tell  the  Kinsman  of 
another  torpedo  being  planted  right  ahead,  a  con- 
traband, escaped  fit>m  the  Cotton,  having  farousrht 
the  intelligence.  Owing  to  this,  and  one  of  her 
guns  being  disabled — so  the  Kinsman's  officers 
all  assured  me — she  was  cautiously  droppin<[  hack, 
after  warning  both  the  Estrella  and  Calhoun  of 
what  had  been  told  her. 

Conmiodore  Buchaiuin,  either  not  hearing  or 
not  heeding  th^  information,  at  once  steamed  op 
right  ahead  of  both  the  Estrella  and  the  Kinanan, 
and  personally  seized  the  post  of  danger.  It  was 
now  about  ten  o'clock,  when  the  rebds,  from  he- 
hind  their  concealed  rifle-pits,  poured  forth  a  most 
murderous  volley  upon  our  men ;  and  the  Cotton 
coming  down  to  attack  our  batteries,  the  fight  be- 
came severe  and  general 

The  gallant  Buchanan  was  one  of  the  fir^t  to 
falL  He  was  standing  forward,  spyglass  in  hand, 
a  motionless  target  for  the  deadly  missiles  of  the 
hidden  enemy.  W.  D.  Brown,  Acting  Chief-En- 
gineer, who  was  near  him  at  the  time,  haiin? 
received  a  spent  ball  in  the  thigh,  the  Comm<^ 
dore  said :  "Ah  I  you've  got  it"  The  very  next 
moment  a  ball  struck  Buchanan  in  the  right  cheek, 
immediately  below  the  temple,  passing  throucih 
to  the  opposite  sida  He  exclaimed,  "My God!" 
and  fell  back  dead.  Some  say  this  gallant  officer 
was  rash  on  this  occasion,  and  threw  away  his 
loved  and  valued  life ;  perhaps  so,  but  it  was  a 
rashness  which  will  endear  his  heroic  name  for- 
ever. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  others  who 
sufiored  on  this  occasion  on  board  the  CalhooD 
and  Kinsman : 

Charles  Daverich,  (seaman,)  Wm.  Neilson,  (lio^ 
man,)  both  killed ;  W.  D.  Brown,  (acting  Chiei- 
Engineer,)  slightly  wounded ;  H.  D.  Foster,  (ft»- 
sign,)  badly  wounded  in  the  right  cheek;  JoM 
Lewis,  Quartermaster,  and  Gea  Perkins,  irtii^ 
Quartermaster,  both  wounded  while  in  the  wheel- 
house  ;  Wbl  Adams,  Coxswain ;  James  Williii»S 
Captain  of  the  Guard,  and  G«a  Riley,  landsman, 
were  also  wounded,  but  not  severely ;  Acting  Ma^ 
ter  A.  S.  Wiggin,  of  the  Kinsman,  badly  wounded 
from  the  rifle-pits,  and  the  only  casualty  oo  the 
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Kinsman.  The  fate  of  this  brave  officer  is  a  sad 
one.  When  the  rifie-pits  opened  their  murderous 
fire  on  our  men,  they  were  commanded  to  lay 
down  behind  the  bulwarks.  Lieut  Wtggin,  from 
some  fatal  impulse  of  pride  or  bravery,  although 
in  a  mast  exposed  position,  did  not  do  so,  and  be- 
ing the  only  one  standing,  was  a  prominent  mark 
for  the  enemy.  He  immediately  received  a  Mini6 
ball  in  his  right  shoulder,  which  has  compelled 
his  arm  to  be  operated  upon  at  its  socket,  and  a 
portion  of  the  injured  bone  taken  out  The  arm 
is  replaced,  but  it  is  feared  the  suppuration  will 
be  such  a  drain  on  his  system  as  to  endanger  life. 
To  show  how  terribly  murderous  was  the  posi- 
tion in  which  our  boats  were  placed,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  that,  at  this  point,  the  bavou  was 
so  narrow  that  the  Calhoun,  in  turning,  had  her 
bow  and  stem  aground. 

While  this  was  going  on,  our  land  forces  were 
by  no  means  idle.  The  Eighth  Vermont,  as  soon 
as  they  had  been  brought  across  from  Lynch's 
Point  in  the  Diana,  at  once  attacked  the  rebels  in 
the  rear  of  their  rifle-pits ;  and  during  a  briBk  and 
sharp  engagement  killed  several,  took  forty  pri- 
soners, and  put  the  rest  to  flight,  their  cannon 
leading  the  way.  But  for  this  sudden  and  gal- 
lant assistance  firom  the  Eighth  Vermont,  there  can 
be  little  doubt  that  the  GaJhoun  would  have  been 
lost,  from  the  impetuosity  with  which  the  rebels 
were  firing  upon  her. 

In  the  mean  time,  no  less  efficient  aid  was  be- 
ing given  by  other  portions  of  our  troops.  Three 
batteries — the  First  Maine,  Lieut  Bradbury;  one 
section  of  the  Fourth  Massachusetts,  under  Lieut 
Briggs,  and  Oapt  W.  W.  Garruth's  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts— had  gone  round  by  the  woods,  from 
Patersonville,  to  a  point  above  the  Cotton,  where 
they  could  successfully  play  upon  her,  and  in  this 
they  were  assisted  by  some  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixtieth  New-York,  and  sixty  sharp-shooters 
of  the  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  who  played  havoc 
among  the  crew  of  the  rebel  gunboat,  which  was 
one  of  those  enormous  Mississippi  steamers,  pro- 
tected by  cotton  wherever  possible,  and  dad  in 
iron. 

Thrice  did  this  ungainly  monster  retire  up  the 
bayou,  from  the  effect  of  the  deadly  iron  hail 
poured  into  her,  and  thrice  did  she  desperately 
oome  up  to  renew  the  contest  She  came  once 
too  often,  however;  for,  after  having  had  her 
men  nearly  cleaned  out  of  her,  the  last  time  she 
made  her  appearance,  which  was  at  two  o'clock 
next  morning,  she  was  floating,  in  solitary  glory, 
down  the  bayou,  one  sheet  of  flame. 

The  game  being  over,  and  the  ostensible  ob- 

C\  of  the  expedition  accomplished,  our  gun- 
ts  and  land  forces  returned  in  perfect  order 
and  good  sphita,  and  arrived  opposite  Brashear 
at  five  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  Friday,  six- 
teenth, in  one  of  the  most  terrible  "Northers'' 
that  I  ever  witnessed.  They  crossed  over,  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night,  and  next  day  (Friday) 
returned  to  camp.  I  am  sorry  to  have  to  add 
the  following  list  of  casualties  to  those  already 
given: 
Killed— Second  Lieut  K  Whiteside,  Go.  H, 


Seventy-fiflh  New-York;  John  Noble,  Co.  G, 
Seventy-fifth  New- York;  John  Welsh,  Go.  B, 
First  Louisiana  Gadets ;  and  two  others — one  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth,  and  another  of 
the  Seventy-Fifth  New- York,  whose  names  I 
could  not  obtain. 

Wounded — Gorp.  Gaypless,  Go.  A,  Seventy- 
fifth  New- York,  leg;  Benson  Sherman,  Go.  F, 
Seventy-fifth  New- York,  thigh;  Jas.  Mitchell, 
Go.  F,  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  thigh  ;  John 
Evenden,  Go.  F,  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  knee, 
slightly;  Adam  Michael,  Go.  G,  Seventy-fifUi 
New-York,  thigh ;  John  W.  Riley,  Go.  B,  Sev- 
enty-fifth New- York,  back ;  M.  V.  B.  Van  Etten, 
Go.  A,  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  thigh ;  H.  W. 
Prescott,  First  Maine  battery,  thumb;  John 
Thompson,  First  Maine  battery,  both  arms  am- 
putated; Byron  Herman,  Go.  D,  Seventy-fifth 
New-York,  thigh ;  Michael  Kennedy,  Go.  F, 
Seventy-fifth  New-York,  thigh;  D.  S.  Devoe, 
Go.  A,  Seventy-fifth  New-York,  thigh  ;  W.  H. 
Tibbs,  Go.  A,  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New- 
York :  Gorp.  Saml.  P.  Hitchcock,  Go.  G,  Sev- 
enty-fifth New- York,  knee;  James  H.  Henry, 
Go.  K,  Seventy-fifth  New- York,  chest;  George 
Derby,  Go.  F,  Seventy-fifth  New-York,  thigh; 
Bela  Burbank,  Go.  H,  Seventy-fifth  New- York, 
leg  amputated  ;  Patrick  Mulholland,  Go.  i^.  Sev- 
enty-fifth New- York;  Peter  Richards,  Co.  A, 
Twelfth  Gonnecticut,  finger,  slightly. 

On  board  the  Diana  I  afterward  met  and  con- 
versed with  a  rebel  lieutenant,  who  was  made 
prisoner.  He  told  us  that  their  forces  did  not 
consist  (independently  of  the  Gotten)  of  more 
than  one  thousand  one  hundred,  namely,  Four- 
net's  ^*  Yellow  Jacket"  battalion,  of  some  three 
hundred  men,  of  which  he  was  a  member,  and 
eight  hundred  of  the  Twenty -eighth  Louisiana ; 
also,  Simms's  battery  and  the  Pelican  battery  of 
Parrott  guns,  the  same  who  fought  us  at  Donald- 
sonville  and  Lapataville.  Golonel  Gray  was  com- 
mander of  the  post,  a  man  of  some  social  con- 
sideration, who  once  run  for  Senator  against 
Benjamin.  The  rebel  loss  is  not  known ;  but 
two  women  who  came  to  Brashear  under  flag  of 
truce,  say  they  knew  of  fifteen  buried. 

Although  the  ostensible  object  of  this  expedi- 
tion was  carried  out  as  clearly  and  prettily  as 
any  one  could  desire,  and  bravery  was  shown 
there  equal  to  any  thing  experienced  in  battles 
of  far  greater  importance,  the  grandeur  of  the 
result  does  not  strike  people  here  as  quite  com- 
mensurate with  the  means  employed.  It  is  true 
we  have  destroyed  the  Gotten,  which,  according 
to  current  rumors  out  there,  the  rebels  looked 
upon  as  worth  an  army  of  twenty  thousand  to 
them,  and  captured  a  large  quantity  of  cattle, 
horses,  and  mules ;  but  then,  the  obstruction  in 
the  bayou  still  remains ;  they  have  at  least  two 
other  boats  up  there  getting  ready;  we  have 
come  back  to  precisely  the  point  from  which  we 
started,  and  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  us  from 
having  to  go  over  exactly  the  same  work  again. 

Had  we  gone  on  and  taken  Franklin — held  the 
ground  as  we  went  on,  and  never  stopped  till  we 
seized  New-Iberia,  and  with  it  the  mountain  of 
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salt  on  Petite  Anse  Island — (miles  long  by  miles 
in  width  of  solid  rock  salt,  capable  of  supplying 
the  world) — ^worth  more  than  an  army  to  the 
rebels,  in  their  present  condition,  there  would 
have  been  something  to  record  really  worth 
crowing  over.  But  of  one  thing  we  are  all  con- 
fident here,  General  Weitzel  is  capable  of  any 
thing  he  may  be  set  to  do ;  and  so  let  us  indulge 
in  the  hope  of  soon  recording  something  of  more 
lasting  and  important  results  in  the  district  under 
his  command. 

Before  closing  my  narrative,  I  ought  to  say 
that  the  information  which  our  good  friend  the 
contraband  from  the  Cotton  gave,  respecting  a 
concealed  torpedo,  proved  to  be  perfectly  correct, 
and  exactly  where  he  stated.  I  saw  this  infernal 
machine  on  board  the  Estrella,  and  afterward 
conversed  with  the  poor  fellow  who  rendered  us 
such  essential  service,  and  who  is  now  safely  in 
our  lines.  Judge  of  my  astonishment  when,  on 
scraping  away  the  waxen  stuff  on  the  brand  of 
this  machine,  I  discovered  the  following  inscrip- 
tion in  raised  letters : 

Taylob  &  Hodoet's  Cans, 
With  Bumett^s  Attachment, 
New-York. 
Patented  August  21,  1855. 
It  was  shut  up  in  a  neat  wooden  box  and  label- 
led, in  large  letters :  '*  Hospital  stores,  this  side 
up,  with  care."  The  manufacturers  are  fully 
welcome  to  all  the  benefits  of  this  advertisement 
**  Hospital  stores,*'  forsooth  I  Rather  a  grim 
joke,  is  it  not?  One  strange  thought  struck 
me  as  I  gazed  upon  this  monstrous  invention, 
and  that  was,  that  while  people  in  the  North  are 
enriching  themselves  by  manufacturing  these 
hellish  things  to  blow  our  own  brave  men  to 
atoms,  a  poor  black  ^* animal"  down  here  has 
friendship  and  humanity  enough  to  come  and 
warn  them  off  from  their  torrible  doom.  I  for- 
got, in  my  hurry,  to  write  down  this  negro's 
name ;  perhaps  it  is  as  well  I  did  not  General 
Weitzel  can  easily  find  him,  and  surely,  if  the 
lives  of  some  dozen  or  two  of  our  defenders  are 
worth  any  thing,  that  faithful  fellow  should  not 
go  unrewarded. 


Doc.  107. 

THE   ESCAPE    OF   THE    ORETO. 

Thb  following  letter  was  written  by  an  officer 
of  the  United  States  fleet  : 

TJiirraD  Statb  Stiamkh  R.  S.  OnTLKR, ) 
Ofv  East  Coast  or  Tuoatam,  Jaaaarj  21, 1668.  f 

For  the  first  time  within  the  last  five  days,  I 
have  an  opportunity  to  pen  you  a  few  lines,  which 
I  fiuicy  may  possess  more  interest  than  any  thing 
I  have  written  heretofore.  The  work  for  which 
the  Cuyler  was  especially  appointed,  namely,  the 
capture  of  the  rebel  steamer  Oreto,  has  been  laid 
out  before  us,  and  we  have  failed  to  accomplish 
it)  thus  adding  another  to  the  too  numerous  in- 
stances in  which  we  have  been  foiled  by  tilie 
superior  daring,  and  neck  or  nothing  pluck  of  the 
"dashing  buccaneers^'  of  Jeff  Davis. 


The  Oreto  has  escaped  the  blockade,  and  I  will 
give  you  the  particulars  as  fiuthfuUy  as  I  possibly 
can.  Thursday,  the  fifteenth,  and  the  nig^t  and 
day  before,  the  wind  was  south-east,  which  is 
nearly  on  shore ;  at  times  it  was  quite  a  gile,  with 
thick  rain  or  mist  most  of  the  time,  so  that  we 
could  not  see  the  land.  Thursday  p.m.,  the  wind 
hauled  to  the  north,  and  cleared  up,  and  we  dis- 
covered, at  anchor  behind  Mobile  Point,  a  bark- 
rigged  craft,  which  we  knew  to  be  the  Chvto,  the 
first  time  we  had  seen  her  since  we  had  been  on 
this  station,  but  had  previously  seen  her  at  Nas- 
sau last  August  The  circumstance  of  her  show- 
ing herself  at  such  a  time,  so  near  the  outlet  of 
the  Bay,  was  strong  evidence  that  she  inteaded 
to  run  the  blockade.  A  sudden  change  in  the 
wind,  and  consequent  clearing  up,  revealed  him, 
and  we  had  ample  opportunity  to  prepare  for  him. 

About  four  o'clock  the  Pembina  ran  down  to 
us  from  the  flag-ship  and  spoke  us  to  the  effect 
that  the  Commndore  expected  her  out,  and  or- 
dered us  to  anchor  half-way  between  our  present 
position  and  the  flag-ship,  and  if  she  passed  us, 
we,  in  company  with  the  Oneida,  to  give  chase. 
It  had  been  usual  for  one  of  the  small  gunboats 
to  anchor  inside  the  bar  every  night,  but  on  Wed- 
nesday night  there  was  no  boat  inside.  At  dark 
the  wind  blew  a  perfect  gale.  There  was  no  moon 
and  it  was  very  dark.  Altogether  it  was  just  the 
night  to  run  the  blockade.  Two  men  were  sta- 
tioned at  the  chains  ready  to  slip  at  a  momeot's 
notice,  and  other  precautionary  measures  were 
taken,  but  it  blew  too  hard  for  him  the  first  part 
of  the  night 

I  was  awoke  about  three  o'clock  by  a  shout 
from  several  voices,  which  I  made  out  to  be— 
"  The  Oreto— beat  that  drum — quartern"  I  was 
out  of  my  berth,  into  my  clothes,  and  at  quartos 
before  the  drum  beat  ite  call.  The  gunner's  mate 
was  just  burning  the  signal  appointed  for  such 
occasions.  At  this  time  she  must  have  hem 
astern.  Our  chain  was  slipped,  and  we  on  her 
track  as  soon  as  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
In  about  thirty  minutes  we  were  under  way  with 
our  battery  cast  loose  ready  for  action.  The  rea- 
son of  the  delay  of  thirty  minutes  is  this.  For- 
merly our  orders  were,  if  a  steamer  were  seen, 
for  the  commanding  officer  to  slip  the  anchor  and 
then  report ;  now  more  red  tape  is  necessary,  and 
the  officer  reports  to  the  conunander,  who  comes 
on  deck  before  any  thing  can  be  done. 

It  still  wanted  two  hours  of  daylight  The 
Oreto  was  in  sight  with  the  night-glass.  All  was 
excitement  on  board,  and  it  was  evident  we  were 
not  gaining  on  her,  and  doubt  was  felt  if  we 
caught  her  at  alL  She  was  first  seen  on  our  port 
bow,  between  us  and  the  flag-ship,  under  steam 
alone,  and  passed  within  three  hundred  yards  of 
us.  Had  our  port  battery  been  manned,  we  oould 
have  made  four  ugly  holes  in  her.  As  soon  as 
she  was  fairly  by  us  she  dropped  her  sails  and 
was  off,  with  at  least  hidf  an  hour's  start  ^Ve 
put  on  all  sail,  got  ten  tons  of  coal  aft,  and  all 
hands  aft  also,  to  trim  the  ship  by  the  stem  in 
order  to  bring  the  propeller  deeper  in  the  water. 
Our  gun-deck  was  Utendly  afloat 
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We  continued  the  chase  all  day,  but  at  night 
in  the  darkness  she  changed  her  course  and  we 
lost  her. 

Hid  the  Oneida  accompanied  us,  as  ordered  to 
do,  our  chance  would  have  been  double  what  it 
vas.  We  concluded  to  keep  on  and  run  down 
to  Gape  St  Antonio  in  hopes  to  intercept  her 
there,  but  did  not  find  her.  There  were  seven 
vessels  of  us  off  the  port — ^we  had  fifteen  hours' 
warning— 4ind  her  only  way  out  was  through  the 
main  ship  channel,  which  at  the  bar  is  less  than 
a  mile  wide.  They  ran  a  big  risk  and  won.  I 
should  like  to  see  some  such  daring  displayed  on 
onr  side  once  in  a  while.  Every  thing  was  done 
to  increase  our  speed,  but  I  have  seen  the  ship 
go  fourteen  knots  an  hour  with  steam  alone,  and 
OD  that  day  her  utmost  was  twelve  and  a  half 
knots. 

The  prime  cause  of  her  escape  was  neglect  to 
prepare  for  her,  and  remembering  Commodore 
Preble^B  case,  I  think  the  department  will  soon 
decide  where  the  fault  lies. 


Doc.   108. 
GOVERNOR   VANCE'S    MESSAGE. 

To  the  H<marahle^   the   General  JL.s»embly  of 

Korih-Carolina : 

With  the  flight  of  time  great  events  have  oc- 
curred and  are  now  crowding  upon  us.  Since 
jrour  adjournment  in  December,  the  invaders  of 
our  State  have  concentrated  a  large  force  upon 
our  coast,  and  are  again  threatening  our  remain- 
ing seaports  and  lines  of  communication.  Every 
preparation  possible  has  been  made  to  resist  them, 
and  it  is  hoped  not  without  success.  Still,  much 
remains  to  be  done  to  strengthen  our  army  and 
add  to  its  efficiency.  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to 
offer  a  few  suggestions  to  you  on  this  subject 

The  most  serious  evils  with  which  our  generals 
hare  to  contend  are  the  inefficient  execution  of 
the  conscript  law  and  the  alarming  increase  of  de- 
sertion in  tiie  army.  A  long  absence  from  home, 
and  the  severe  hardships  of  our  rapid  and  won- 
derful campaigns,  naturally  tend  to  produce  these 
effects  during  a  protracted  war.  To  arrest  these 
delinquents  and  return  them  to  duty,  the  militia 
hare  heretofore  been  employed  with  some  degree 
of  success ;  but  latterly  they  have  been  found  in- 
<^cicnt,  owing  to  the  many  obstacles  interposed 
hy  the  law.  Should  an  officer  start  out  to  arrest 
j^  deserter,  the  firiends  of  the  latter  have  only  to 
give  the  alarm,  and  he  is  spirited  out  of  the  way, 
or  the  officer  is  resisted  by  open  violence.  As 
desertion  is  not  a  crime  known  to  the  laws  of  this 
State,  these  persons  who  thus  shield  the  deserter 
from  arrest  are  liable  to  no  punishment  The 
consequence  is,  that  numbers  of  deserters  are  con- 
cealed in  many  parts  of  the  State,  and  banding 
togHher  for  company  and  mutual  protection,  de- 
predate upon  the  citizens  near  them,  thus  form- 
ing a  kind  of  outlawed  population  in  the  midst 
of  our  quiet  and  orderly  people. 

This  state  of  things,  ruinous  alike  to  the  disci- 
pline of  our  army  and  the  morals  of  our  people, 


ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  continue,  and  might 
be  prevented,  in  my  opinion,  by  a  little  prudent 
legislation.  With  the  consent  of  the  highest  mili- 
tary authorities  fi*om  whose  commands  they  are 
absent,  I  propose  to  give  absentees  fi*om  the  army 
without  leave,  by  proclamation,  thirty  days  in 
which  they  may  return  to  duty  free  of  punish- 
ment, and  after  that  time  to  make  them  liable  for 
the  delay,  to  the  severest  penalties  of  the  law. 
To  enable  the  authorities  to  effect  their  arrest,  I 
recommend,  as  I  had  the  honor  to  do  in  my  regu- 
lar message  to  you,  that  the  militia  laws  be  so 
amended  as  to  subject  both  officers  and  privates 
of  any  particular  company  or  regiment  of  the 
militia  to  the  articles  of  war,  when  ordered  to 
perform  any  duty  of  this  kind  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Executive ;  that  power  be  given  the  Execu- 
tive summarily  to  drop  fi'om  the  rolls  officers 
guilty  of  gross  and  wilful  neglect  of  duty ;  and 
that  it  be  made  a  crime  to  shield  or  harbor 
deserters,  or  to  assist  them  to  avoid  capture. 
Should  it  be  deemed  best  to  continue  to  use  the 
militia  of  the  Stato  for  executing  the  conscript 
law,  these  amendments  will  be  indispensable,  as 
Congress  has  failed  in  these  respects  to  provide 
for  Uie  enforcement  of  its  own  acts. 

I  have  been  applied  to  in  several  instances,  as 
the  appointing  power  of  the  regimental  officers 
of  our  regiments  raised  originally  for  three  years 
or  the  war,  to  promote  men  for  gallant  and  meri- 
torious conduct,  but  on  dose  examination  of  the 
law,  I  find  I  have  no  authority  to  deviate  from 
the  regular  order  of  promotion  by  seniority  in  the 
appointment  of  company  officers. 

This  power  ought  to  reside  somewhere — the 
good  of  the  service  requires  it  The  humblest 
private  in  the  ranks  of  the  army  ought  to  feel 
that  there  is  the  power  and  the  will  to  lift  him 
above  the  humble  position  to  a  commissioned 
officer,  as  a  reward  for  gallantry  and  heroism.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  this  authority  be  vested 
in  the  Executive,  to  be  exercised  upon  proper 
recommendations  of  commanding  officers  in  the 
field. 

The  subject  of  arresting  citizens  on  chaxiges  of 
disloyalty  I  beg  leave  again  to  allude  to.  Many 
have  been  recently  taken  up  by  the  confederate 
officers,  and  with  a  spirit  of  courtesy  and  respect 
for  State  authority,  tunied  over  to  me  for  investi- 
gation. I  am  at  a  loss  how  to  dispose  of  them. 
I  cannot  examine  them  myself,  and  of  course  re- 
gard it  inconsistent  with  my  duty  to  set  them  at 
Uberty  without  an  examination,  and  I  am  yet 
more  unwilling  to  see  them  placed  in  the  confed- 
erate prison  at  Salisbury,  where  the  tracks  of  the 
accused  all  lead  in  one  direction,  and  the  light  of 
old  English  liberty  is  never  seen.  I  therefore  re- 
commend the  establishing  of  a  commission  for 
the  investigation  of  charges  agunst  all  such  per- 
sons, with  power  to  commit  for  trial  before-  the 
proper  tribunal  if  sufficient  cause  appears,  etc. 

In  this  connection,  I  take  great  pleasure  in 
transmitting  a  letter  from  Hon.  Jas.  A.  Seddon^ 
Secretary  of  War,  in  relation  to  the  case  of  R  J. 
Graves,  and  in  response  to  the  demand  for  hia 
delivery  to  the  authority  of  this  State,  made  in 
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obedience  to  a  joint  resolution  of  your  two  Houses. 
Admirable  in  spirit^  ample  in  explanation  of  the 
circumstances  under  which  the  arrest  was  made, 
and  in  expressions  of  regard  for  the  rights  and 
sovereignty  of  the  State,  I  am  sure  that^  accom- 
panying as  it  did  the  prompt  surrender  of  the  ac- 
cused, it  cannot  fail  to  give  you  the  satisfaction 
I  experienced  on  its  perusal. 

In  view  of  the  threatened  invasion  of  the  State, 
I  have  been  advised  by  the  War  Department  to 
call  out  the  militia  to  assist  in  repelling  it  Hav- 
ing consulted  with  the  General  in  command  of 
this  department,  I  concluded  to  do  so,  but  am  at 
least  doubtful  of  my  authority  to  take  the  step, 
while  your  body  is  in  session.  Not  wishing  to 
exercise  any  doubtful  authority  when  your  pres- 
ence and  approbation  may  so  easily  make  it  cer- 
tain, I  most  respectfully  recommend  that  I  be 
authorized  immediately  to  call  out  such  portion 
of  the  militia  as  may  be  deemed  sufficient  to  meet 
the  present  emergency. 

I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  transmit  copies 
of  resolutions  on  various  subjects,  of  the  Legisla- 
tures of  the  States  of  South-Carolina,  Georgia, 
Florida,  and  Alabama,  forwarded  to  me  by  their 
respective  Executives,  with  a  request  that  they 
be  laid  before  you.  The  most  important  of  these 
relates  to  the  proposition  of  guaranteeing  to  each 
State  of  its  proportion  of  the  confederate  war 
debt,  and  to  these  I  invite  your  early  and  deliber- 
ate attention. 

I  am  also  pleased  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that 
the  correspondence  conducted  by  me  with  the 
War  Department  at  your  request,  in  relation  to 
the  burning  of  cotton  in  Eastern  North-Carolina, 
was  entirely  satisfactory,  though  for  prudential 
reasons  I  thought  it  improper  to  make  it  public. 

Balkioh,  N.  C,  JmuiMPy  21.  Z.   B.  VancE. 


Doc.  109. 


COLONEL   MIX'S   EXPEDITION  INTO 
NORTH-CAROLINA. 

Nbwbbbit,  N.  0.,  Jtaxxury  22,  1688. 

The  Third  New- York  cavalry.  Colonel  Simon 
H.  Mix,  returned  to  this  point  last  night,  after 
having  accomplished  a  successful  five  days'  raid 
into  Onslow,  Trent,  and  *Jones  counties.  They 
left  here  on  last  Saturday  morning.  The  com- 
mand consisted  of  eight  companies,  namely,  A,  B, 
C,  F,  G,  K,  L,  and  M,  divided  into  two  battalions, 
commanded  by  Majors  Garrard  and  Cole,  and  the 
howitzer  battery  of  the  r^ment,  commanded 
by  Lieutenant  AUis,  the  wholo  under  command 
of  Colonel  Mix,  seconded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lewis. 

As  the  r^ment  passed  through  the  town  en 
route  for  their  destination,  they  rode  in  columns 
of  fours ;  every  man  wearing  a  smiling  counte- 
nance, as  if  going  on  a  holiday  parade.  They 
crossed  the  river  at  a  point  near  this  town,  and 
followed  the  road  on  the  margin  of  the  river 
to  PoUocksville.  They  took  five  days'  rations  in 
the  wagons,  with  the  usual  ambulances  and  other 
necessary  equipage.    On  reaching  PoUocksville, 


twelve  miles  distant  firom  here,  they  feond  the 
bridge  across  Mill  Creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Trent, 
destroyed.  This  bridge  was  forty  feet  loDg,  and 
was  destroyed  by  the  rebels  last  summer.  From 
this  place  to  PoUocksville  the  road,  although 
sandy  and  level,  is  skirted  by  dense  pine  woods, 
here  and  there  interspersed  by  swamps ;  yet  it 
was  considered  in  good  order,  for  this  part  of  the 
country.  Here  and  there,  as  the  regiment  pro- 
ceeded, was  seen  an  old  plantation  owner's  home, 
and  the  usual  concomitants  in  the  distance,  the 
fi^il  negro  huts.    * 

After  reaching  PollocksviUe,  to  continae  the 
route  of  the  raiment,  it  was  necessary  to  rebtiiid 
the  bridge  destroyed  near  this  town.  For  this 
purpose  the  regiment  was  accompanied  by  a  de- 
tachment of  contraband  negroes,  who  were  styled 
"  native  pioneers."  The  work  was  at  once  com- 
menced, and  after  the  expiration  of  six  hoars^ 
hard  labor,  a  good  deal  of  sweatii^  and  consider- 
able swearing,  the  work  was  accomplished 

The  regiment  then  proceeded  through  PoUocks- 
ville. On  reaching  a  point  about  one  mile  distant 
from  the  bridge,  on  the  road  to  Trenton,  and 
turning  an  angle  in  the  road,  the  troops  marching 
in  close  column,  with  an  advance-guard  fifty  yards 
in  fi'ont  of  the  main  body,  the  latter  were  fired 
upon  by  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  in  ambash. 
The  direction  of  the  fire  was  so  weU  concealed 
that  nothing  was  known  of  it  but  thepecoliar 
whizzing  of  the  bullets.  This  fire  fix>m  tbe  reb- 
els, fortunately,  wounded  none  of  our  men.  The 
column  was  halted  Small  parties  of  obsemtion 
were  sent  forward,  on  the  return  of  which,  they 
reported  the  road  blockaded  with  felled  timber 
as  far  as  they  could  observe,  extending  over  a 
mUe.  This  was  about  four  o'clodc  in  the  alkr- 
noon.  Colonel  Mix  then  ordered  his  auxiliarr 
corps  of  contrabands  to  proceed  in  the  adTance, 
and,  with  the  use  of  their  axes,  to  dear  the  road 
of  obstructions.  In  a  few  minutes  the  woods  on 
either  side  resounded  with  the  music  of  axes,  the 
melody  of  which  was  interrupted  with  the  quaint 
sayings  of  the  dusky  axmen,  and  the  commands 
of  their  white  superiors.  By  the  time  the  ob- 
structions were  removed,  it  was  deemed  unadvis- 
able  to  move  farther  during  this  day,  and  the 
regiment  encamped  to  remain  through  the  n^t 
Pickets  were  thrown  out,  and  every  precautioQ 
taken  to  prevent  a  surprise  by  the  enemy.  The 
troops  bivouacked  in  the  woods,  and  enjoyed 
themselves  as  best  they  could  over  the  blase  of 
the  camp-fire. 

At  daylight  the  troops  were  in  saddle,  bating 
previously  discussed  their  ante-march  meal.  All 
were  in  good  spirits,  and  hilarity  and  jocundity 
prevailed  along  the  column.  Whenever  Colonel 
Mix,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  or  the  gallant 
Majors  Garrard  or  Cole  would  pass  the  ecAwm 
in  conveying  orders,  they  were  received  with 
hearty  cheers.  Their  presence  seemed  suflBcfent 
to  fire  the  men  with  enthusiasm. 

Midway  between  PollocksviUe  and  lYenton,  on 
approaching  a  gorge  in  the  wood,  timber  ohs^c- 
tions  were  found  idong  the  way.  The  oootrabond 
auxiliaries  were  again  brought  to  the  front,  and 
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the  music  of  the  axes  was  soon  heard.  At  times 
the  workiDg  partj  was  fired  upon,  but  no  mate- 
rial damage  was  done.  The  obstructions  being 
remoTed,  the  regiment  dashed  along  in  fine  style, 
the  men  full  of  ardor  and  enthusiasm. 

At  eleren  o^clock  a.x.,  the  village  of  Trenton 
(oQ  the  Trent)  was  reached,  the  inhabitants  there- 
in, with  a  few  exceptions,  fleeing  the  town. 
Trenton  is  a  Tillage  of  eight  hundred  inhabitants, 
with  about  seventy  houses.  It  has  the  usual 
appeadages  of  a  small  town-^has  a  dilapidated 
appearance.  It  is  the  county-seat  of  Jones 
County.  The  natives  that  were  left  when  our 
troops  entered,  said  their  confreres  had  **gone 
up  country,^'  (to  Dixie.)  The  R^strar  of  the 
county,  a  fellow  of  corpulent  dimensions  and  a 
jolly  red  nose,  received  our  troops,  acknowledged 
himself  a  "secesh,"  deprecated  the  war,  and 
swore  like  a  trooper.  He  was  too  old  for  con- 
sideration, and  his  carcass  not  worth  the  expense 
or  trouble  of  making  him  a  prisoner. 

I  should  have  stated,  that  before  reaching 
Trenton,  a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  was  seen  by  our 
adTanced-guard.  On  observing  our  troops,  they 
cut  the  miU-dam,  which  flowed  into  the  road  this 
&ide  of  Trenton.  The  water  rose  to  about  two 
feet^  but  this  did  not  impede  the  advance  of  our 
troops.  The  rebel  force,  observed  at  this  point, 
consisted  of  two  companies  of  cavalry  and  one  of 
infimtry.  These  rebels  got  behind  one  of  the 
blockades  near  Trenton,  but  when  the  howitzer- 
battery  of  the  cavalry  cooomenced  playing  upon 
them,  they  retreated  pell  mell.  They  did  not  ap- 
pear to  relish  the  grape  and  canister  compliments. 

The  rebels  burned  the  bridge  across  the  Trent 
^ver,  to  impede  oiur  advance.  This  bridge  was 
about  one  hundred  feet  long.  Colonel  Mix  again 
ordered  the  contraband  pioneers  to  the  front, 
planted  his  howitzers  so  as  to  command  their 
operations,  and  the  rebuilding  of  the  bridge  was 
eoornienced.  The  bridge  completed,  the  troops 
crossed,  and  followed  the  road  leading  to  White- 
hall, distant  from  Trenton  about  seven  miles. 
The  route  was  through  a  dense  wood,  at  times 
fluked  by  swamps.  They  then  came  up  to 
another  bridge,  which  the  rebel  runaways  had 
just  commenced  to  destroy.  The  last  rebel,  while 
attempting  to  move  one  of  the  planks  of  the 
bridge,  was  shot  dead  by  one  of  our  carbineers. 
The  attempted  destruction  of  the  bridge  by  the 
rebels  was  a  failure ;  it  was  a  success  when  our 
troops  fired  it  This  being  completed,  our  troops 
pursued  their  route  to  a  point  within^  seventeen 
miles  of  Kenansville,  on  the  Wilmington  and 
Goldsboro  Railroad,  but  learning  that  the  enemy 
vere  in  force  at  that  town,  changed  our  course 
to  a  more  southerly  or  circuitous  route.  The 
road  leading  to  Kenansville  was  heavily  block- 
aded with  felled  timber.  The  regiment  was  then 
pountennarched,  and  returned  to  Trenton,  where 
it  encamped  for  the  night 

The  night  previous  was  cold,  damp,  and  chilly. 
I^e  troops  bivouacked  in  the  open  air,  but  not 
a  murmur  was  heard  in  the  whole  command — 
officers  and  men  sharing  the  same  exposure. 
The  command  left  Trenton  at  daylight,  proceed- 


ing en  route  of  march  back  to  within  four  miles 
of  PoUocksville,  the  same  road  the  regiment  pass- 
ed over  the  day  previous.  From  this  point  they 
made  a  detour  to  another  road,  marched  eight 
miles,  and  again  reached  Young^s  Cross-Roads, 
seventeen  miles  from  Irenton.  The  country  in 
this  vicinity  was  well  scoured,  farm-houses  and 
bams  searched,  but  nothing  in  the  shape  of  arm- 
ed rebels  were  found.  The  houses  were  nearly 
all  deserted,  and  here  and  there  were  observed 
the  ruins  of  houses  destroyed  by  rebel  hands. 
A  bridge,  laid  down  in  the  military  map  as  cross- 
ing a  creek,  was  sought,  but  nothing  but  ruins 
were  discovered.  The  regiment  having  marched 
thirty-five  miles,  the  Colonel  order^  a  halt 
The  troops  bivouacked  in  a  lovely  piece  of 
woods,  and  the  men,  as  they  discussed  their  im- 
provised evening  meal,  forgot  the  fatigue  of  the 
day  and  made  no  murmurs,  except  their  regrets 
for  not  getting  **  a  fair  show  at  the  rebs."  On 
reaching  this  point,  and  before  coming  to*a  halt, 
six  rebel  cavalrymen  were  discovered,  but  they 
retreated  on  observing  our  advance.  At  Young's 
Cross-Roads  the  bridge  crossing  the  stream  to 
Onslow  Court-Uouse,  or  Jacksonville,  was  found 
destroyed.  It  was  forty  feet  long,  over  a  deep, 
rapid  stream.  On  the  opposite  side  the  river 
bank  was  heavily  stockaded  and  pierced  for  rifles. 
On  this  point  the  howitzer-battery  was  brought 
into  use,  and  for  five  minutes  a  brisk  interchange 
of  shots  was  had ;  but  the  grape  from  the  bat- 
tery of  the  Third  regiment  soon  drove  the  rebels. 
At  this  point  the  rebel  officer  in  command  was 
shot  dead  at  the  first  discharge.  His  body  was 
pierced  in  three  places.  During  the  night  the 
bridge  across  this  stream  was  partially  rebuilt, 
and  was  continued  until  eleven  o'clock  a.m.  the 
next  day,  when  it  was  completed. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  the  regiment 
crossed  the  bridge,  and  started  in  the  direction 
of  Onslow  Court-Uouse,  twenty-five  miles  distant 
from  Young's.  They  had  proceeded  but  five 
miles  when  they  came  upon  a  rebel  cavalry  camp. 
It  was  in  plain  sight  before  the  rebels  were  aware 
of  our  approach.  Major  Cole,  of  the  Third  bat- 
talion, was  in  advance,  and  at  once  ordered  a 
charge  on  the  rebels,  which  he  did  with  his 
squadron,  the  troops  moving  at  a  gallop.  The 
rebels  were  on  the  alef  t  and  scrambled  to  their 
saddles.  The  charge  was  amusing.  From  the 
first  time  they  saw  our  troops  to  the  time  when 
we  reached  the  rebel  camp,  the  rebels  commenced 
throwing  away  their  arms,  equipments,  guns, 
sabres,  haversacks,  coats,  hats,  etc.  It  was  a 
r^ular  John  Gilpin  chase,  the  rebels  being  the 
fleetest  of  foot  In  the  chase  the  rebels  were 
fired  upon  whenever  the  nature  of  the  ground 
would  permit,  at  times  emptying  saddles.  Wh^ 
our  troops  reached  a  point  about  six  miles  from 
the  place  where  the  chase  commenced,  numerous 
rebel  wagons,  loaded  with  forage  and  army  stores, 
were  overtaken  and  their  contents  captured. 
The  rebels  attempted  to  empty  the  wagons  and 
escape  with  them,  but  in  this  they  were  frus- 
trated. Our  troops  next  reached  a  gorge  heavilv 
wooded  on  both  sides,  a  creek  running  through 
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the  centre,  and  8  bridge  crossing  the  creek. 
The  bridge  was  prepared  in  such  a  manner  that, 
after  the  retreat  of  the  rebel  troops  over  it,  it 
could  be  destroyed  before  our  troops  could  get 
over  it  Colonel  Baker,  the  rebel  officer  who 
had  charge  of  the  destruction  of  this  bridge,  did 
it  skilfully  after  his  retreating  troops  had  passed 
it  The  last  rebel  crossing  this  bridge  sprung 
a  trap,  and  the  bridge  was  rendered  untenable. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  the  re)>els  had  a 
splendid  redoubt,  with  just  room  enough  for  one 
horse  to  enter  at  a  time.  '  From  this  work  the 
rebels  opened  a  brisk  fire  of  musketry  on'  our 
troops,  which  ftre  was  as  promptly  returned  by 
ours.  -At  the  first  fire  of  the  rebels,  private 
Charles  Morey;  of  company  0,  Third  New- York 
cavalry,  was  shot  dead.  He  was  struck  in  the 
head  by' a  buckshot.  The  same  volley  wounded 
private  Archibald  McCarty,  of  the  same  company. 
He  was  shot  in  both  hands,  in^  the  head,  and  in 
the  leg.  *  His  wounds  are  not  considered  serious, 
and  he  will  recover.  Several  horses  were  shot 
dead  or  wounded. 

'  After  the' first  volley  firom  the  rebels,  the  cav- 
alry howitzer-battery  was  brought  to  the  front, 
and  a  'shower  of  shrapnel  sent  into  the  rebel 
Works.'  It  was  subsequently  learned  that  tlie 
rebel  loss  in  this  affair — which  was  a  success  to 
our  side — ^was  heavy,  including  the  rebel  com- 
mander, who  was  killed.  Three  horses  were 
seen  on  the  rebel  side  galloping  off  without 
riders. 

Under  cover  of  the  fire  of  our  howitzers  the 
bridge  was  rebuilt,  before  the  completion  of 
which  the  rebels  had  retreated.  '  This  bridge  was 
across  what  is  known  as  the  North-east  River, 
four  miles  distant  from  Onslow  Court-Hbuse. 
The  rebels  had  got  well  off  in  the  retreat,  and 
had  crossed  the  bridge  of  the  New  River  before 
our  troops  could  overtake  them. 

When  the  last  of  the  rebels  reached  the  east- 
ern bank  of  the  river,  they  were  only  in  tinie  to 
set  the  Jacksonville  bridge,  three  hundred  yards 
long — ^a  fine  structure — ^in  flames.  The  rapidity 
with  which  the  torch  was  applied  to  this  work, 
among  the  best  public  works  of  North-Carolina, 
shows  that  the  rebels  had  anticipated  oiir  move- 
ments in  that  direction,  and  prepared  for  the  de- 
struction of  this  bridge.*  So  far  as  the*^  actual 
damage  to  us  goes,  it  is  a  mere  trifle;- to  the 
labels  the  loss  will  be  severely  felt  Should  it 
become  necessary  for  our  army  to  cross  this 
stream  at  any  time,  bur  pontoons  can  soon  be 
thrown  over  it.  The  destruction  of  this  bridge 
ended  for  the  present  the  pursuit  of  the  rebels. 
Late  in  the  afternoon  Colonel  Mix  counter-march- 
ed his  regiment,' and  returned  to  Young^s  Mills 
with  three  rebel  prisoners  and  a  numerous  staff 
of  contrabands,  who  joined  the  rear  of  our  troops 
to  escape  fi'om  their  masters.  Some  of  these  ne- 
groes had  been  living  secreted  from  their  masters 
in  the  woods  for  upward  of  five  months,  and 
sustained  life  only  with  what  scanty  food  they 
received  from  friendly  negroes.  Our  troops  trav- 
elled fifty-two  miles  in  ten  hours  on  this,  the 
fourth  diay.      The  regiment  reached   camp  at 


eleven  o'clock  p.ic.,  after  being  exposed  to  t  most 
pitiless,  cold,  drenching  rain-storm,  the  horses 
sinking  hoof-deep  at  every  step.  The  rebel 
troops  opposed  to  ours  in  Ms  raid  were  RbMn- 
hart's  cavalry,  Perkins's  cavalry,  Nethereoate's 
Partisan  Rangers,  Oglesby's  cavahy,  and  Ned 
Wade's  cavalry.  These  troops  wear  do  uni- 
forms. '  They  wear  common  homespun  of  vari- 
ous hues,  and  seem  to  eschew  attempts  to  appear 
like  soldiers. 

•  The  return  home  was  ordered  to-day,  and  the 
regiment  marched  firom  Young's  Cross-Roodsto 
Newborn,  twenty-one  miles,  bringing  with  them 
the  prizes.  They  entered  Newbem  with  flags 
flying'  tod  trumpets  sounding,  and,  althou^ 
somewhat  bespattered  with  mud,  yet  every  man 
bore  a  cheerful  countenance,  and  seemed  ready 
for  another  dash  at  the  rebels.  From  some  of 
the' prisoners  it  was  learned  tiiat  Stonewall  Jack- 
son* is  in  command  at  Wilmington,  and  Long- 
street,  each  with  their  respective  corps,  at  Gd^ 
b6ro;  Among  the  trophies  captured  at  Trenton, 
were  two  American  regimental  standards,  one 
belonging  to  the  Twenty-first  brigade  North- 
Carolina  militia,  and  the  other  to  tiie  Eighteenth 
brigade.  Botb  these  regiments  held  themselTes 
loyal  until  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  made 
them  give  way.  Another  important  capture  by 
the  gallant  Third  was  a  numerous  pack  of  blood- 
hounds, belonging  to  Mr.  McDaniel,  which  wen 
used  for  catching  runaway  negroes.  An  old  ne- 
gro, the  trainer,  had  charge  of  them  when  the 
capture  was  made.  -  In  reply  to  a  question  rela- 
tive to  the  leading  dog,  the  old  negro  reptied: 
^^Dat  he  would  'fotch  a  nigger  from  a  swamp 
quick  enough,  if  htf  only  sniell  his  heel"  The 
result  of  this  raid  was,  that  three  counties  of 
North-CJlroMna-M)nslow,  Trent,  and' Jones— on 
which  our  troops  have  never  been'  befbre,  were 
secured,  and  (lie  rebels  driven  out;  prisoners, 
arms,  negroes,  mules,  and  colbrs  captured,  and 
much  valuable  information  obtained. 

Coloiiel  Mix,  Lieut -CoL  Lewis,  (recently  pro- 
moted,) the  gallant  soldiers  Garrard  and  6>le— 
both  of  whose'  names  belong-  to  the  history  of  the 
battles  of  Kinston,  Whitehall,  and  Goldsboro— 
were  on  this  occasion  ever  on  the  alert,  and  were 
prepal'ed  at  all  times  for  a  desperate  opposition 
to  the  rebels. 

The  Govemtnent  should  send  to  this  point 
without  delay  at  least  two  additional  cavalry 
regiments.  There  is  a  wide  field  for  them  here 
to  operate'upon,  and  tfafis  measure  would  afford 
some  relief  to  the*  Third  cavalry,  whidi  hare 
been  hard  at  work  for  the  last  year. 


Boc.  110. 
THE  ARMY   OF  THE  POTOMAC 

OESTERAL  BURNSmV'S  SKCOND  ATTEMPT  TO  CtOSS 
TUS  SAPPAHANNOCK. 

Hkadquaktos  Ajoct  or  m  Fcmniic, ) 
Oaxp  vkaj(  pALHoora,  JttnwrirSt,  16t8.    | 

The  second  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  army  of 
the  Potomac  to  obtain  possession  of  the  southern 
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bank  of  the  Rappahannock  as  a  base  of  operations 
agiinst  Richmond  has  been  foiled.  If  the  wea* 
iher  bad  continued  favorable,  we  should  have  suc- 
ceeded last  Wednesday  morning  in  successfully 
laying  the  pontoons  some  miles  above  Falmouth. 
We  should  have  thrown  a  hundred  thousand  men 
over  to  the  other  side  of  the  river.  We  should 
have  surprised  the  enemy,  for  our  preliminary 
feiats  and  operations  had  succeeded  in  puzzling 
them  and  dividing  their  forces,  and  we  were  forty- 
eight  hours  ahead  of  them.  We  should  have  ob- 
tuned  possession  of  the  fortified  heights  in  the 
rear  of  Fredericksburgh,  and  thus  of  the  whole 
line  of  the  Rappahannock  River.  It  is  even  pos- 
sible that  we  should  have  been  able  to  push  on, 
as  was  proposed,  directly  to  the  North- Anna,  and 
seized  a  base  of  operations  against  Richmond 
twenty  miles  nearer  the  rebel  capital.  This  is  a 
large  draft  we  are  making  on  fortune,  but  it  is  not 
unreasonable.  The  plan  was  an  excellent  on& 
Every  military  man  <tisapproved  the  mode  of  at- 
tack adopted  last  time.  Every  military  man  ap- 
proved tiie  mode  of  attack  adopted  this  time. 
It  is  impossible  to  help  feeling  a  certain  spite  at 
having  success,  due  to  us  by  labor  and  hope,  thus 
snatched  out  of  our  fingers  by  sbme  elfish  fate. 

It  is  now  no  secret  that  the  point  selected  for 
crossing  the  Rappahannock  was  Banks's  Ford, 
six  miles  above  Falmouth,  and  from  eight  to  ten 
miles  removed  from  the  ground  occupied  by  the 
anny.  This  point  of  passage  was  selected  at  the 
very  last  moment,  and  after  every  other  available 
locality  along  the  river,  for  a  stretch  of  fifty  miles, 
had  been  carefully  examined. 

The  rebels,  anticipating  that  we  would,  ere 
long,  make  another  attempt  to  cross  the  river,  and 
that  when  we  did,  it  would  be  above  or  below 
Frederid(sburgh,  had  distributed  a  corps  of  ob- 
servation and  double  lines  of  pickets,  from  the 
fords  of  the  Upper  Rappahannock,  twenty-five 
miles  above  our  position,  to  Port  Royal,  twenty- 
five  miles  bdow.  They  had  also  busily  filled  up 
the  interval  since  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh, 
in  fortifying  every  point  available  for  crossing, 
by  throwing  up  earth-works  and  digging  rifle-pits. 

Their  experience  at  Fredericksburgh  had  taught 
them  all  the  use  of  these  powerful  auxiliaries  in 
barring  the  passage  of  a  river,  and  the  amount  of 
work  Uiey  have  done,  in  dotting  a  line  fifty  miles 
long  with  improvised  field-works,  rifle-pits  and 
abattis,  is  almost  incredible. 

They  have  been  further  assisted  in  guarding 
this  line,  by  the  knowledge  that  a  crossing  would 
hardly  be  attempted  except  near  one  of  the  fords 
or  shallows  of  the  river.  Ordinary  military  pru- 
dence would  dictate  this  on  our  part,  for  it  would 
hardly  do  to  put  before  the  army,  in  case  of  the 
destruction  of  the  pontoons,  the  frightful  alterna- 
tive of  an  impassable  stream  between  them  and 
retreat  Now,  there  are  only  some  ten  or  a  dozen 
of  these  fords,  and  it  is  obvious  what  an  advan- 
tage this  puts  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  by 
limiting  the  number  of  points  necessary  to  be 
guaded  by  them. 

As  the  rebels  had  posted  a  heavy  picket-force 
at  each  of  these  poinl^  there  remained  but  one 


course — to  make  preparations  as  though  for  cross- 
ing at  each  of  them,  and  so  deceive*  the  enemy  as 
to  our  real  intentions.  It  was  quite  impossible 
to  make  preparations  at  any  one  exclusive  point 
with  such  secrecy  that  the  rebels  should  not  bo- 
come  aware  of  it;  while  their  central  position, 
distributed  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  hav- 
ing beside  an  excellent  plank-road,  would  enable 
them  rapidly  to  concentrate,  meet,  and  repel  us. 

This  work  was  well  done  on  our  part,  for  it  is 
now  possible  to  speak  of  it  £very  locality  avail- 
able for  crossing  was  carefully  examined.  Elab- 
orate preparations  for  forcing  a  passage  even  were 
made  at  various  points  along  the  river.  Now 
roads  were  cut  through  the  forest  to  afford  readier 
access  to  the  fords — ^pontoons  were  sent  to  the 
vicinity,  batteries  were  planted,  rifle-pits  were  dug 
and  cavaliy  demonstrations  were  made  all  along 
the  line.  The  Chief  of  Artillery  and  Chief-Engi- 
neer were  indefatigable  in  their  riding,  surveying, 
and  scrutinizing. 

The  locality  first  actually  chosen  to  make  the 
crossing,  and  determined  upon  some  three  weeks 
ago,  was  Skinner's  Neck,  ten  miles  below  Freder- 
icksburgh. Here  the  river  nuikes  a  reentering 
bend,  forming  a  promontory  a  couple  of  miles  in 
extent  The  advantages  of  this  position,  enabling 
us  to  place  gunboats  on  each  side  of  the  Neck, 
and  plant  lotteries  perfectly  covering  our  cross- 
ing, are  obvious  enough.  This  point  selected,  ur- 
gent preparations  were  set  on  foot  with  a  view  to 
a  crossing. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  rood  of  the  river  mar- 
gin both  above  and  below  Fredericksburgh,  was 
surveyed  with  critical  care.  The  result  of  this 
survey  was  the  conviction  that  the  fords  some 
distance  above,  were  on  the  whole,  preferable  to 
the  point  selected. 

The  reason  of  this  will  become  apparent  from 
one  or  two  topographical  considerations. 

Following  the  sinuosities  of  the  Rappahannock 
is  a  ridge  of  hills  varying  from  one  hundred  to 
two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in  height  This  ter- 
race varies  in  distance  from  the  river  margin — in 
places  coming  down  flush  with  it,  and  elsewhere 
running  back  for  a  maximum  distance  of  a  couple 
of  miles.  The  interval  between  the  river  and  the 
ridge  is  a  perfectly  level  plain,  over  which  the 
river  at  one  time  flowdd,  the  ridge  having  in  geo- 
logical times,  formed  the  bank  of  the  river.  It 
was  this  plain  over  which  our  troops  had  to 
pass,  and  ^vliich  was  so  murderously  swept  by  the 
rebel  artillery  on  the  occasion  of  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburgh,  especially  on  our  left  wing.  It 
would  be  well  this  time  to  avoid  such  a  slaughter- 
pen,  and  the  position  at  Skinner^s  Neck  was  open 
to  this  cardinal  objection. 

Not  so  with  the  several  positions  on  the  Upper  / 
Rappahannock.  At  United  States  Ford,  Banks's 
Ford,  and  elsewhere,  the  bluff  runs  down  almost  to 
the  water^s  edge,  whence  there  is  an  abrupt  ascent 
up  the  height  to  the  plateau  on  its  top.  More- 
over, as  the  topographical  configuration  of  our  side 
of  the  river  is  a  precise  counterpart  of  the  south 
side,  it  was  easy  to  obtain  excellent  positions, 
within  short  range,  for  our  artillery,  and  we  could 
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thus  hope  to  silence  any  batteries  the  rebels  might 
bring  to  bar  our  passage.  If,  then,  we  should  suc- 
ceed in  laying  the  pontoons,  it  would  simply  be  a 
matter  of  a  rush  up  the  heights  under  cover  of  the 
fire  of  our  artillery,  and  a  key  position  would  be 
gained.  It  should  further  be  added  that  the  re- 
bels had  fortified  far  more  below  than  they  had 
above ;  and  these  considerations  determined  the 
choice  of  some  of  the  fords  of  the  Upper  Rappa- 
hannock as  the  point  of  traverse. 

United  States  Ford,  ten  miles  above  Fredericks- 
burgh,  was  selected  as  the  point  Happily  a  far 
greater  degree  of  secrecy  than  we  had  hitherto 
succeeded  in  preserving  as  to  our  projected  move- 
ments was  this  time  obtained.  The  pontoons,  of 
which  a  large  additional  supply  had  been  obtain- 
ed in  Washington,  were  sent  up  by  a  back-road 
and  under  cover  of  night — ^at  the  same  time  others 
were  sent  down  the  river  to  other  points.  Roads 
were  cut  to  the  various  fords  above ;  spots  were 
cleared  of  their  timber  for  positions  for  batteries — 
but  precisely  similar  work  was  carried  on  at  a  half- 
dozen  other  points. 

The  weather  ever  since  the  battle  of  Fredericks- 
burgh,  with  one  or  two  brief  exceptions,  had  been 
magnificent,  and  the  roads  were  in  excellent  con- 
dition for  military  operations.  All  felt,  however, 
that  this  season  of  grace,  inviting  to  action,  could 
not  last ;  that  a  single  night* s  rain  would  render 
the  roads  impracticable  for  the  whole  winter,  and 
we  could  not  help  praying  that  the  golden  mo- 
ments might  be  utilized.  Would  to  Heaven  they 
had! 

Although  an  encouraging  degree  of  secrecy  hid 
been  observed  as  to  the  projected  movement,  the 
active  preliminary  preparations  going  on  —  of 
which  the  rebels  were  made  aware  by  their  nu- 
merous spies  on  this  side  of  the  river — ^admon- 
ished them  to  be  on  the  look-out  here.  The  ad- 
vance was  determined  for  Tuesday,  the  twentieth. 
On  the  Thursday  previous  the  rebel  pickets  were 
sending  up  signal  rockets  all  night,  and  the  ob- 
servations of  our  own  signal  corps  showed  that  a 
division  of  rebel  infantry  had  been  moved  up  to 
the  vicinity  of  the  ford.  Presently  mounds  of 
the  red  clay  of  the  region,  which  began  to  become 
apparent  through  the  glass,  showed  that  the 
watchful  enemy  was  at  work  throwing  up  rifle- 
pits. 

On  Monday,  at  one  o'clock,  the  troops  were 
set  in  motion,  Hooker's  command  moving  in  col- 
umn up  by  one  road,  Franklin's  by  another.  It 
was  a  march  of  but  ten  or  a  dozen  miles,  and 
night  saw  them  encamped  in  the  woods,  within 
convenient  distance  of  the  fords.  The  crossing 
was  to  have  been  attempted  on  Tuesday  morn- 
ing. Information  brought  by  our  spies  and 
Bcouts  fi'om  the  other  side  of  the  river  deter- 
mined a  day's  delay,  and,  at  the  last  moment, 
the  plan  was  changed.  Instead  of  attempting 
the  crossing  at  United  States  Ford,  Gen.  Bum- 
side  resolved  to  make  it  at  Banks's  Ford  —  four 
miles  below  —  and  the  movement  was  put  off  for 
another  day.  On  Wednesday  morning  the  cross- 
ing would  take  placa     With  the  first  gray  dawn 


the  pontoons  would  be  l«d  under  the  direction 
of  the  corps  of  engineers,  protected  by  our  sbirp- 
shooters.  It  was  presumed  that  a  coaple  of 
hours  would  suffice  to  see  this  done,  and  four  ' 
hours  was  considered  enough  for  the  crossing  of 
the  whole  infantry  force. 

The  crossing  of  a  river,  though  in  itself  tn 
operation  belonging  rather  to  tactics  than  to 
strategy,  may  yet  hd  a  cudinal  point  in  a  whole 
system  of  strategic  movements.  Our  hope  was 
that  we  should  surprise  the  enemy  at  Banks^s 
Ford.  Hooker's  and  Franklin's  grand  divisions 
would  then  be  thrown  across  the  river,  whDe  at 
the  same  time  one  of  Sumner^s  corps  (the  Second) 
would  make  a  feint  with  pontoons,  etc,  some 
miles  below  Fredericksbuiigh.  The  key  of  the 
whole  situation  is  the  hills  in  the  rear  of  Taylor  s 
house,  a  mile  back  from  the  ford,  and  a  mile  and 
a  half  below  it  If  we  should  succeed  in  makii^ 
the  heights,  and  taking  possession  of  this  por- 
tion, the  game  would  be  entirely  in  our  own 
hands.  The  strong  rebel  position  in  the  rear  of 
Fredericksburgh  would  thus  be  turned,  and  just 
as  soon  as  this  was  effected,  Gen.  Sumner  was  to 
cross  at  the  old  place,  directly  opposite  Frede- 
ricksburgh, and'attack  the  works  in  firont  The 
reserve  grand  division  of  Gen.  Sigel  was  assisting 
in  guarding  the  line  of  the  river  and  our  lines  of 
communication. 

On  Tuesday  every  preparation  had  been  made. 
That  day  Gen.  Burnside  issued  a  general  order, 
announcing  that  the  army  of  the  Potomac  was 
*^  about  to  meet  the  enemy  once  more,"  and  that 
'*  the  auspicious  moment  had  arrived  to  strike  a 
great  and  mortal  blow  to  the  rebellion,  and  to 
gain  that  decisive  victory  which  is  due  to  the 
country."  This  order  was  read  to  the  men  that 
evening,  and  night  found  the  infantry  encamped 
in  the  woods  within  easy  speaking  distance. 
The  positions  for  the  batteries  had  all  been  se^ 
lected.  The  batteries  were  at  hand.  The  pon- 
toons were  within  reach,  a  short  distance  hack 
of  the  river. 

We  were  sitting,  the  editor-in-chief  of  the 
Timea  and  the  present  writer,  in  our  tent  at 
headquarters  that  evening,  looking  forward  to  a 
start  on  horseback  for  we  scene  of  operations 
before  daylight  the  following  morning.  About 
nine  o'clock  a  light,  ominous  pattering  was  heard 
on  the  canvas  roof  **  It  is  rain !"  was  the  ex- 
clamation, and,  looking 'out  fix}m  the  tent,  the 
heavens  showed  all  the  signs  of  a  terrible  storm. 
From  that  moment  we  felt  that  the  winter  cam- 
paign had  ended. 

It  was  a  wild  Walpurgis  night,  such  as  Goethe 
paints  in  the  ** Faust"  while  the  demons  held 
revel  in  the  forest  of  the  Brocken.  All  hopes 
that  it  would  be  a  **  mere  shower  "  were  present- 
ly blasted.  It  was  evident  we  were  in  for  a 
regular  north-easter,  and  among  the  roughest  of 
that  rough  type.  Yet  was  there  hard  work  done 
that  fearfiil  night  One  hundred  and  fifty  pieces 
of  artillery  were  to  be  planted  in  the  position  se- 
lected for  them  by  Gen.  Hunt,  Chief  of  Artillery 
—  a  man  of  rare  energy  and  of  a  high  order  ojf 
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professional  skill.  The  pontoons,  also,  were 
drawn  nearer  toward  the  river,  but  it  was  dread- 
ful work ;  the  roads,  under  the  influence  of  the 
rain,  were  becoming  shocking ;  and  by  daylight, 
▼hen  the  boats  should  all  have  been  on  the 
banks,  ready  to  slide  down  into  the  water,  but 
fifteen  had  been  gotten  up  —  not  enough  for  one 
bridge,  and  five  were  wanted ! 

The  night  operations  had  not  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  the  rebels.  Early  in  the  morning  a 
signal  gun  was  fired  opposite  the  ford,  reminding 
one  of  that  other  signal  gun  fired  by  them  on  the 
morning  of  Thursday,  the  eleventh  December, 
when  we  began  laying  the  pontoon  opposite 
Fredericksbuigh,  and  which  was  the  token  for 
the  concentration  of  the  whole  force  at  that  point 
It  was  indispensable  that  we  should  secure  all 
the  advantages  of  a  surprise ;  and  though  our  in- 
tention was  thus  blown  to  their  ears  early  on 
Wednesday  morning,  we  were,  nevertheless,  for- 
ty-eight  hours  ahead  of  them,  and  with  favorable 
conditions  should  have  been  able  to  carry  our 
position  before  they  could  possibly  concentrate. 

Accordingly  a  desperate  efibrt  was  made  by 
the  CommancUng  General  to  got  ready  the  bridges. 
It  was  obvious,  however,  that,  even  if  completed, 
it  would  be  impossible  for  us,  in  the  then  condi- 
tion of  the  ground,  to  get  a  single  piece  of  artil- 
lery up  the  opposite  declivity.  It  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  rely  wholly  upon  the  infantry  —  in- 
deed, wholly  on  the  bayonet  Happily,  if  the 
rebels  should  prove  to  be  in  strong  force,  the 
country  is  too  thickly  wooded  to  admit  of  much 
generalship,  and  it  was  hoped  that  our  superior 
weight  of  metal  would  carry  the  day. 

£arly  in  the  forenoon  I  rode  up  to  the  head- 
<}uarter8  of  Gens.  Hooker  and  Franklin,  about 
two  miles  from  Banks's  Ford.  The  night's  rain 
had  made  deplorable  havoc  with  the  roads.  The 
nature  of  the  upper  geologic  deposits  of  this  re- 
gion affords  unequalled  elements  for  bad  roads. 
The  sand  makes  the  soil  pliable,  the  clay  makes 
it  sticky,  and  the  two  together  form  a  road  out 
of  which,  when  it  rains,  the  bottom  drops,  but 
vhich  is  at  the  same  time  so  tenacious  that  ex- 
trication from  its  clutch  is  all  but  impossible. 

The  utmost  effort  was  put  forth  to  get  pon- 
toons enough  into  position  to  construct  a  bridge 
or  two.  Double  and  triple  teams  of  horses  and 
MAes  were  harnessed  to  each  pontoon-boat  It 
WM  in  vain.  Long  powerful  ropes  were  then  at- 
tached to  the  teams,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men  were  put  to  the  task  on  each  boat  The  ef- 
fort was  but  little  more  successful  They  would 
founder  through  the  mire  for  a  few  feet  —  the 
g^g  of  Lilliputians  with  their  huge-ribbed  Gul- 
liver—and  then  give  up  breathless.  Night  ar- 
rived, but  the  pontoons  could  not  be  got  up. 
The  rebels  had  discovered  what  was  up,  and  the 
pickets  on  the  opposite  bank  called  over  to  ours 
that  they  "would  come  over  to-morrow  and  help 
ua  bmld  the  bridge." 

"Hiat  night  the  troops  again  bivouacked  in  the 
same  position  in  the  woods  they  had  held  the 
Aight  before.    You  can  imagine  it  must  have 


been  a  desperate  experience— and  yet  not  by  any 
means  as  bad  as  might  be  supposed.  The  men 
were  in  the  woods,  which  afforded  them  some 
shelter  from  the  wind  and  rain,  and  gave  them  a 
comparatively  dry  bottom  to  sleep  on.  Many 
had  brought  their  shelter-tents ;  and  making  a 
flooring  of  spruce,  hemlock,  or  cedar  boughs,  and 
lighting  huge  camp-fires,  they  enjoyed  themselves 
as  well  as  the  circumstance  would  permit  On 
the  following  morning  a  whisky  ration,  provided 
by  the  judicious  forethought  of  Gen.  Bumside, 
was  on  hand  for  them. 

Thursday  morning  saw  the  light  struggling 
through  an  opaque  envelope  of  mist,  and  dawned 
upon  another  day  of  storm  and  rain.  It  was  a 
curious  sight  presented  by  the  army  as  we  rode 
over  the  ground,  miles  in  extent,  occupied  by  it 
One  might  fancy  some  new  geologic  cataclysm 
had  overtaken  the  world;  and  that  he  saw 
around  him  the  elemental  wrecks  left  by  another 
Deluge. 

An  indescribable  chaos  of  pontoons,  wagons, 
and  artillery  encumbered  the  road  down  to  the 
river  —  supply  wagons  upset  by  the  roadside  — 
artillery  "stalled  in  the  mud  —  ammunition 
trains  mired  by  the  way.  Horses  and  mules 
dropped  down  dead,  exhausted  with  the  effort  to 
move  their  loads  through  the  hideous  medium. 
One  hundred  and  fifty  dead  animals,  many  of 
them  buried  in  the  liquid  muck,  were  counted  in 
the  course  of  a  moming^s  ride.  And  the  mud- 
dle was  still  further  increased  by  the  bad  arrange- 
ments, or  rather  the  failure  to  execute  the  ar- 
rangements that  had  been  made.  It  was  de- 
signed that  Franklin's  column  should  advance  by 
one  road  and  Hooker's  by  another.  But,  by 
mistake,  a  portion  of  the  troops  of  the  left  grand 
division  debouched  into  the  road  assigned  to  the 
centre,  and  cutting  in  between  two  divisions  of 
one  of  Hooker's  corps,  threw  every  thing  into 
confusion.  In  consequence,  the  woods  and  roads 
have  for  the  past  two  days  been  filled  with  strag- 
glers, though  very  many  of  them  were  involun- 
tary stragglers,  and  were  evidently  honestl>  seek- 
ing to  rejoin  their  regiments. 

It  was  now  no  longer  a  question  of  how  to  go 
on ;  if  it  was  a  question  how  to  set  back.  That 
night  (Thursday)  the  three  days  cooked  rations 
which  the  men  had  taken  in  their  haversacks 
when  starting,  would  give  out,  and  the  other  six 
days'  provisions  were  in  the  supply  trains,  which 
stuck  fast  in  the  mud  miles  behind.  Indeed, 
the  rations  had  already,  in  many  cases,  given  out, 
and  boxe^  of  hard  crackers  were  brought  up  on 
mules  or  carried  on  men's  shoulders.  An  order 
from  General  Bumside  to  withdraw  the  forces  to 
their  old  position  was  momentarily  expected.  It 
did  not  come,  but  instead,  another  order  stating 
that  Gen.  Bumside  had  "  good  reasons  "  for  com- 
manding the  troops  to  hold  their  present  position 
till  to-day. 

But  whether  we  should  move  forward  or  back- 
ward, the  first  requisite  obviously  was  to  put  the 
roads  in  such  a  condition  as  would  admit  of 
movement  at  alL     Accordingly,  all  the  available 


400 


REBELLION  BECORD,  1862-48. 


force  wfts  at  once  set  to  work  corduroying  the 
*' rotten  "  roads  and  putting  them  into  some  kind 
of  practical  condition. 

Early  this  morning  the  army  was  ordered  back 
to  its  old  camping  ground,  and  about  noon  the 
infantry  began  to  pass  by  these  headquarters. 
The  lads  trudged  along  tired  enough,  but  jolly 
withal,  and  disposed  to  be  quite  facetious  over 
the  ^*mud  campaign,"  whose  odd  experiences 
will  doubtless  long  form  the  theme  of  conversa- 
tion around  many  a  camp-fire. 

Thus  ends  an  enterprise  which  had  every  hu- 
man promise  of  success,  but  which  has  been 
baulked  and  brought  to  naught  by  causes  which 
mortal  ken  could  neither  have  foreseen  nor  pre- 
vented. The  fiital  part  played  by  the  elements 
needs  no  comment  Whether  this  drawback 
might  not  have  been  overcome  by  vigorous  ef- 
fort and  hearty  cooperation  on  the  part  of  the 
military  leaders,  is  a  question  much  mooted  here. 
There  are  those  who  assert,  that  had  it  not  been 
for  the  apathy  of  some  in  high  places  of  military 
command,  we  might  still  have  carried  the  day. 
This  question,  however,  is  one  more  fit  to  be 
brought  to  another  bar  than  that  of  these  col- 
umns. 

There  is,  however,  another  point  on  which  I  can- 
not forbear  to  say  a  word.  One  of  your  Washing- 
ton telegrams,  referring  to  the  causes  of  the  late 
foilure,  says:  **The  Quartermaster's  department, 
as  usual,  when  an  important  movement  is  being 
executed,  was  behind  with  its  supplies."  I  have 
not  scrupled  in  this  correspondence  to  use  the 
privileges  of  criticism  to  its  fullest  extent,  and 
can  say  to  the  reader,  therefore,  that  this  is  a  total 
misapprehension.  Abundant  supplies  were  on 
hand,  and  there  are  at  this  moment  more  than 
six  million  rations  stored  here  in  convenient  de- 
pots. Our  chief  lack  is  not  in  the  material,  but 
the  moral  order.  We  do  not  fail  for  want  of 
food  or  clothing,  or  ammunition  or  arms.  The 
army  was  never  so  well  supplied  with  all  these 
things.  No !  The  disease  is  of  a  more  subtle  na- 
ture. « It  is  in  the  blood  and  brain.  We  want 
energy,  capacity,  faith,  devotion. 

***Ti8  life  of  which  our  reins  are  scant.** 

The  only  compensation  left  us  in  the  failure  of 
a  movement,  which,  if  made  a  week  ago,  would 
in  all  probability  have  been  successful,  is  that 
we  did  not  succeed  in  making  it  at  the  present 
time.  If  the  storm  which  has  stopped  us  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Rappahannock  had  embargoed 
us  on  the  south  side,  what  is  to-day  only  a  mis- 
fortune, might  have  been  a  great  disaster.  There 
has  been  no  opportunity  of  testing  how  the  men 
would  behave  on  again  meeting  the  enemy.  This 
time  they  have  been  tried  by  enduring  rather 
than  acting.  But  I  believe  that,  in  spite  of  all 
the  drawbacks,  they  would  have  behaved  well. 
And  certainly,  if  "they  conquer  who  suffer,"  the 
behavior  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  amid  cir- 
cumstances so  discouraging,  may  be  counted  half 
a  battle  and  a  whole  victory.  ^y,  r.  Timsa. 


Doc.  111. 
BARBARITIES   OF   THE   REBELS. 

GENERAL    DODGE'S   REPORT. 

HBASQiTAKnas  DiBTEicT  OT  OoRnm,  Mai, ) 

Janoarj  84,  166S.      f 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  few  of 
the  outrages  committed  upon  the  citizens  of  .Ala- 
bama by  the  confederate  troops.  While  all  their 
leaders,  from  the  President  down,  are  boasting  of 
their  carrying  on  this  war  in  accordance  with  the 
laws  which  govern  nature  in  such  cases,  and  are 
charging  upon  our  troops  all  kinds  of  depreda- 
tions and  outrages,  I  think  a  few  simple  fads 
might  put  them  to  blush,  and  make  those  par- 
ties,  and  our  press  and  people  who  are  seconding 
the  efforts  of  Davis  to  cast  a  stigma  upon  u^s 
ashamed  of  the  work  they  arc  doing.  I  will  stata 
merely  what  I  know  to  be  true. 

Abe  Canadi  and  Mr.  Mitchell  were  hong  two 
weeks  ago  for  being  Union  men.  They  lived  on 
the  IlacKlcbon  settlement,  Marion  County,  .Ala- 
bama. 

Mr.  Hallwork  and  his  daughter,  of  the  same 
county,  were  both  shot  for  the  same  cause.  The 
latter  was  instantly  killed ;  the  former  is  still 
alive,  but  will  probably  die. 

Peter  Lewis,  and  three  of  his  neighbors,  wen; 
hunted  down  by  one  hundred  bloodhounds,  acd 
captured. 

The  houses  of  Messrs.  Palmer,  Welsbr,  Wil- 
liams, and  the  three  Weightmans,  and  of  some 
thirty  others,  were  burned  over  their  heads.  The 
women  and  children  were  turned  out  of  doors, 
and  the  community  was  notified  that  if  they  al- 
lowed them  to  go  into  other  houses,  or  fed  or 
harbored  them  in  any  manner,  they  woald  be 
served  the  same. 

Mr.  Peterson,  living  at  the  head  of  Ball  Moun- 
tain, was  shot 

I  am  now  feeding  some  one  hundred  of  these 
families,  who,  with  their  women  and  children, 
some  g^y-haired  men,  and  even  cripples  on 
crutches,  were  driven  out^  and  found  their  wat 
here,  through  the  woods  and  highways,  without 
food  or  shelter.  All  this  was  done  for  the  simple 
reason  that  they  were  Union  men,  or  that  thej 
had  brothers  or  relatives  in  our  army. 

The  statements  of  these  people  are  almost  be- 
yond belief^  did  we  not  have  the  evidence  befcre 
us.  I  am  informed  by  them  that  there  »n  hun- 
dreds of  loyal  men  and  women  in  the  woods  of 
Alabama,  waiting  for  an  opportunity  to  escape. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  serrant^ 

G.    M.    DODGK, 

jMsadkr-Qcami. 

Captain  R.  M.  Sawyer, 

AislBtant  AfUatant-GeDeral,  Hemphla. 


Doc.  112. 
CAPTURE    OP    THE    PRINCESS   ROYAL 

BXARrADinRAL    DU  PONrs   RIPORIL 

Flag-Sbip  WABiSB,  Pout  Rotal,  &  CI 

JanaaiT  St,  lS6k    \ 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  capture,  on 
the  morning  of  the  twen^-ninth  instant,  of  the 
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Bcreir-steamer  Princess  Royal,  while  attempting 
to  run  Uie  blockade  into  Charleston. 

The  following  are  the  circumstances  connected 
with  her  capture : 

After  standing  in  a  mile  and  a  half,  Lieut  Com- 
mander Quadcenbush  obsenred  a  steamer  stand- 
ing along  the  land,  in  the  direction  of  Charleston. 
He  fired  two  shots  toward  her,  when  her  course 
was  altered  toward  the  beach,  and  she  was  run 
aBhorew    Two  oflScers,  and  an  armed  boat's  crew, 
were  immediately  sent  to  tilke  possession.     She 
pTOTed  to  be  the  iron  steam  propeller  Princess 
Kojid,  last  from  Bermuda,  four  days  out,  and 
laden,  as  fiur  as  he  could  learn,  with  rifled  g^s, 
anns,  ammunition,  steam-engines  for  the  iron- 
clads, and  an  assorted  cargo.     On  taking  posses- 
sion, it  was  ascertained  that  the  Captain,  super- 
cargo, pilot,  and  some  of  the  petty  officers,  and  a 
passenger,  had  left  the  ship  when  she  struck, 
and  escaped  to  the  shore,  which  fact  was  sub- 
stantiated by  the  Chief  Mate,  under  supercargo, 
and  Chief-Engineer,  as  well  as  by  seeing  the  two 
missing  boats  lying  on  the  beach  deserted. 

By  the  active  exertions  of  Acting  Master  E. 
Van  Size,  and  Acting  Ensign  R.  W.  Cornell,  of 
the  Unadilla,  assisted  by  a  boat's  crew  from  the 
United  States  steamers  Housatonic  and  Augusta, 
and  schooners  Blunt  and  America,  aided  by  two 
of  the  engineers  of  the  prize,  she  was  got  off 
without  sustaining  any  injury. 

There  not  being  sufficient  coal  on  board  the 
Princess  Royal  to  send  her  North,  she  was  order- 
ed, hy  the  senior  officer,  to  this  port,  to  obtain  a 
supply.  No  papers  pertaining  to  the  ship  or  car- 
go, were  found  on  board  of  her  at  the  time,  ex- 
cept the  shipping-articles  and  a  log-book ;  but 
after  her  arrivid  here,  Acting  Master  Van  Size,  of 
the  Unadilla,  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  prize,  dis- 
coTered,  accidentally,  in  looking  over  the  side,  cer- 
tain papers  whidi  had  lodged  in  the  fender,  in 
the  attempt  to  throw  th^kn  overboard.  These  re- 
fer principally  to  the  cargo,  and  with  the  papers 
before  mentioned,  (which  were  all  that  were  found 
on  board,)  will  be  forwarded  to  the  United  States 
^^istiici  Judge,  at  Philadelphia. 

The  under  supercargo,  Hoxley;  the  Chief 
Hate,  Shaw ;  the  Captain's  clerk,  a  young  man 
named  Hacksley,  whose  father  is  said  to  be  in- 
terested in  the  cargo,  two  of  the  engineers,  and 
sereral  of  the  firemen,  go  North  in  the  prize, 
fhe  rest  of  the  crew  will  be  sent  by  the  first  op- 
portunity. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  department 
to  the  tact  that  in  this  prize  are  two  complete  en- 
gines, said  to  be  of  great  power,  and  intended  for 
iron-clads.  Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 
T»nt,  S.  F.  Du  PoNT, 

K«ar-Admlrml  Oom^g  Bouih-AUaDtic  Blockading  Sqoadroiv 

Hon.  GiDBON  Wbllbs, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Waihington,  D.  0. 

Doc.   118. 
BATTLE  OF  BEAR  RIVER,  W,  T. 

DKSBRBT  ^'NEWS*'   ACCOUNT. 

Dsanvr,  ttlbmary  10. 

Ih  the  last  issue  of  the  IfewBj  and  the  one  pre- 
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ceding  that,  we  noticed,  as  far  as  we  had  informa- 
tion, **the  expedition  for  the  arrest  of  Indian 
chiefs,  and  the  fight  with  the  Indians."  The 
volunteers  have  now  returned  to  their  quarters 
on  the  beach,  east  of  the  city,  and  through  them 
we  ^eam  the  facts  in  detail  of  the  expedition,  and 
of  a  hard-fought  battle,  which,  though  in  a  locali- 
ty outside  of  our  territorial  limits,  will  not  be 
the  less  felt  in  its  results  by  our  citizens.  As 
we  have  been  fi-eely  fhmished  with  what  infor- 
mation we  have  requested,  we  give  it  as  freely  to 
our  readers  at  home  and  abroad. 

At  the  time  we  noticed  the  departure  of  the 
infantry  under  Captain  Hoyt,  and  of  the  cavalry 
under  Major  McGarry.  We  now  learn  that  the 
former  had  sixty-nine  men  of  company  K,  Third 
infantry,  and  the  latter  had  two  hundred  and 
twenty  men  of  companies  A,  H,  M,  and  K,  Second 
cavaliy.  These,  together  with  twelve  mounted  men 
as  an  escort  to  the  baggage  train,  and  Col.  Con- 
nor, Major  McGarry,  Major  Gallagher,  and  Lieut 
Berry,  constituted  the  entire  fighting  foroe  that 
went  North.  Guides  and  others  attached  to  the 
company  are,  of  course,  not  counted.  Five  or 
six  irregulars,  among  them  '*  Dutch  Joe,"  a  gen- 
tleman with  whom  we  have  no  acquaintance, 
went  in  and  had  a  firee  fight,  by  way  of  wiping 
off  all  scores  with  the  Indians ;  so  altogether,  the 
force  exceeded  a  little  over  thi^ee  hundred  men. 

The  judiduy  probably  regard  the  marching 
of  the  expedition  as  an  aid  to  the  U.  S.  Marshal, 
in  serving  writs  for  the  apprehension  of  several 
chiefs ;  but  it  is  quite  as  probable  that  the  move- 
ment was  but  a  part  of  the  campaign  upon  which 
Colonel  Connor  and  the  volunteers  have  entered 
to  dear  the  north  and  central  routes  to  California 
of  the  marauding,  thieving  Indians,  whose  mur- 
derous hostilities  we  were  so  frequently  called 
upon  to  record  last  summer.  Two  previous  ex- 
peditions under  Major  McGarry  were  but  the  pre- 
lude to  that  which  we  have  now  to  record,  and 
as  far  as  we  can  leam,  conjecture  leads  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  end  of  expeditions  has  not 
yet  come,  and  that  the  Colonel  will  either  make 
an  end  of  Pocotello  and  San  Pitch,  with  their 
bands,  this  sununer,  or  drive  them  far  enough 
from  the  northern  route  to  render  it  safe  for  the 
emigrants. 

On  reaching  Bear  River,  though  it  was  yet 
early  daylight^  by  the  aid  of  his  field-glass,  the 
Colonel  could  plainly  discover  the  position  of  the 
Indians  on  the  north  side  of  the  river.  The 
cavaliT  dismounted,  loaded  arms,  remounted, 
and  Major  McGarry  had  orders  to  lead  across  the 
river,  and,  if  possible,  surround  the  Indians. 
Companies  K  and  M,  Lieut  Chase  and  Captain 
Price,  first  reached  the  banks  on  the  north  side, 
after  considerable  diflSculty  from  the  ice  in  the 
bottom  of  the  river,  and  from  the  masses  of  ice 
that  were  carried  along  with  the  current  Com- 
panies H  and  A,  Captain  McLean  and  Lieutenant 
Quinn,  followed  close  behind  them.  The  first 
companies  galloped  up  the  base  of  a  range  of 
hills  to  the  east,  and  formed  in  line  of  battle ; 
but  before  all  the  men  had  dismounted,  the 
Indians    sent  a  shower  of  lead  among  them, 
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wounding  one  of  the  volunteers.  The  first  com- 
panies were  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  order- 
ed along  Hie  front  of  the  ravine.  The  two  other 
companies  were  up  immediately  after,  and  dis- 
mounting, were  ordered  forward  in  the  same 
manner.  • 

The  Indians  had  excellent  winter  quarters  in  a 
deep  ravine,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  long, 
running  almost  directly  due  north  from  Bear 
River  into  the  mountains  that  formed  their  pro- 
tection on  their  left  The  banks  of  the  ravine 
east  and  west  were  almost  perpendicular,  with 
only  three  places  of  difficult  approach,  which  the 
Indians  had  made  for  their  own  convenience,  and 
for  the  annoyance  of  any  approaching  enemy. 
Anticipating  an  attack,  thev  had  cut  steps  in  the 
east  side  of  the  banks  of  the  ravine,  from  which 
they  could  conveniently  fire  without  exposure, 
and  descend  again  for  perfect  security.  Besides 
these  natural  advanti^es  in  the  ravine,  on  each 
'side  there  were  rising  benches  about  ten  feet 
apart,  which  also  gave  the  Indians  the  advantage 
over  their  exposed  enemy,  who  had  to  discover 
suddenly  that  ready  rifles  awaited  their  approach. 

In  the  ravine,  the  wick-i-ups  were  planted 
among  the  willows,  which  partly  concealed  them, 
and  the  lower  portions  were  embanked  outside 
with  rock  and  earth.  With  considerable  ingenu- 
ity, they  had  interwoven  the  willows  to  the  east 
of  their  wick-i-ups,  with  loop-holes  through  which 
they  could  fire  without  exposure.  They  had  also 
forked  sticks  set  in  the  ground  to  serve  as  rests 
for  their  rifles,  and  with  these,  no  doubt  consid- 
ered themselves  safe  enough  against  any  force 
likely  to  be  brought  against  them. 

As  the  troops  formed  in  line  of  battle,  the  In- 
dians seemed  to  look  upon  the  coming  struggle 
with  particularly  good  humor.  While  one  of  the 
chiefs  rode  up  and  down  in  front  of  the  ravine, 
brandishing  his  spear  in  the  face  of  the  volun- 
teers, the  warriors  in  front  sung  out:  "Fours 
right,  fours  left ;  come  on,  you  California  sons  of 

!'*    On  such  a  polite  invitation,  the  word 

was  given  to  "  advance,"  and  gradually  as  the 
volunteers  nearcd  the  ravine  the  Indians  retired 
over  the  benches,  awaited  calmly  their  approach, 
and  sent  at  them  a  murderous  fire  that  was  sen- 
sibly felt  everywhere.  A  large  number  of  men 
fell  dead,  several  fell  mortally  wounded,  and 
others  threw  themselves  to  the  ground  to  abide 
their  time  and  adopt  another  style  of  fighting. 
The  word  was  passed  along  the  line  for  the  men 
not  to  waste  their  ammunition,  and  to  protect 
themselves  as  much  as  possible.  In  the  advance 
of  company  K,  Lieutenant  Chase  was  first  wound- 
ed  in  the  wrist,  and  in  a  moment  or  two  received 
his  mortal  wound,  but  kept  his  saddle  for  about 
twenty  minutes  longer,  urging  on  his  men  in  the 
fight  Captain  McLean,  in  the  advance  with 
company  M,  was  wounded  in  the  right  hand,  but 
kept  on  toward  the  ravine  with  revolver  in  his 
left  hand,  till  h^  received  a  dangerous  wound  in 
the  left  thigh,  which  has  caused  him  much  suffer- 
ing, and  threatens  his  life. 

The  Colonel,  seeing  the  advantageous  position 
of  ike  Indiana,  resorteS  to  strategy,  and  Mat 


Major  McGarry  with  a  small  detadiment  of  dis- 
mounted cavalry  to  cross  the  north  end  of  tbe 
ravine,  to  flank  the  Indians  on  the  left,  and  take 
them  in  the  rear.  The  infantry  hearing  the 
firing,  while  yet  distant  from  the  scene  of  action, 
hastened  up  and  attempted  to  cross  themer; 
but  it  was  too  deep  for  fo(^men,  and  they  bad  to 
fall  back.  Colonel  Connor  sent  over  to  them  the 
cavalry  horses,  with  which  they  crossed,  and  vet 
and  fi^ezing  they  entered  the  fight  Capt  Hoyt 
was  ordered  to  support  Maior  McOarry  in  the 
flanking  movement,  and  with  his  company  suc- 
ceeded in  scrambling  up  the  hill,  skirmislung  as 
they  went  till  they  finally  reached  the  west  side, 
where,  with  the  troops  north  and  east^  they  kept 
up  an  enfilading  fire  on  the  Indians  that  ultimate- 
ly drove  them  down  into  the  central  and  lower 
portions  of  the  ravine.  The  Indians,  in  the  open- 
ing of  the  fight,  had  the  best  of  it,  and  the  vol- 
unteers fell  like  the  leaves  in  autumn,  but  the 
tide  of  fortune  changed,  and  savage  ferocity  was 
outmatched  by  generalship,  brave  men  and  good 
rifles. 

As  the  work  of  death  progressed,  and  the  re- 
sult was  now  clearly  seen,  the  lower  portion  of 
the  ravine  became  the  object  of  interest  Capt 
Price,  with  a  detachment  of  men  from  companies 
R  and  M,  were  doing  fearful  execution.  In  the 
space  of  five  minutes,  eight  of  his  men  had  frlleo 
in  death  or  were  mortally  wounded ;  but  others 
taking  their  places,  the  contest  was  kept  up,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  struggle,  forty-eight  Indians 
were  lying  t<^ther  in  a  heap,  which  showed  bow 
bravely  they  had  fought  for  life.  Lieut  Quinn, 
with  a  small  detachment,  had  entered  the  nvine 
from  the  east,  and  did,  in  the  language  of  report, 
**  excellent  execution,"  while  Lieutenant  Clark, 
with  another  detachment,  commanded  the  mouth 
of  the  ravine,  and  did  also  ^^  his  dutj,*^  as  the 
Indians  were  driven  toward  the  river. 

By  this  time  the  fight  had  lasted  nearly  foor 
hoiu*s ;  many  of  the  men  with  feet  so  badly  frozen 
that  they  could  scarcely  walk,  and  others  with 
fingers  so  frozen  that  they  could  not  tell  th<t 
had  a  cartridge  in  their  hands,  unless  they  looked 
for  it  there. 

The  Indians,  bravely  as  they  fought  coni^  not 
withstand  the  indomitable  will  and  brarerr  of 
the  troops,  and  presently  the  detachments  sta- 
tioned at  the  mouth  of  the  ravine  detected  the 
Indians  breaking.  A  wild  yell  from  the  troops 
announced  this  fact  to  the  Colonel,  and  in  an  in- 
stant he  had  Lieutenants  Berry,  Quinn,  and  C^*n- 
rad  with  a  detachment  of  mounted  cavahy  charg- 
ing furiously  down  the  river,  and  cut  off  the  In- 
dian retreat  at  tliat  point  The  Indians  beii^ 
thus  encircled  and  brotight  to  bay,  an  ahoost 
hand-to-hand  conflict  ensued,  all  along  the  river- 
bank.  Colonel  Connor  and  Major  Gallagher  then 
galloped  ddwn  among  the  troops,  and  another 
severe  fight  took  place.  In  a  few  seconds  Lieut 
Quinn  had  his  horse  shot  from  under  him,  and  | 
Lieutenant  Berry  was  badly  wounded  in  the  right  I 
shoulder,  and  here,  also,  a  number  of  the  mc^  I 
fell.  A  few  minutes  after  Lieutenant  Berry  feU  " 
Migor  Gallagher  received  a  painftil  wound  in  the 
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left  ann,  the  ball  passing  through  it  entering  his 
Bidef  wfaile  one  of  the  men  close  by  CoL  Ck>nnor 
vas  shot  from  his  horse.  Soon  the  Indians  were 
completely  broken,  and  in  full  retreat,  but  very 
few  of  them  escaped. 

We  have  learned  nothing  more  definite  with 
regard  to  the  number  of  Indians  killed  than  what 
we  stated  last  week.  From  two  hundred  and 
fifty  to  three  hundred  were  undoubtedly  killed  in 
the  6ght,  or  in  the  river  in  the  attempt  to  escape. 
The  diiefs,  Bear-Hunter,  Sag-Witch,  and  Leni, 
were  among  the  slain. 

A  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  and  a  large 
amount  of  beef  and  provisions,  together  with  an 
abundant  supply  of  powder,  lead,  bullets,  and 
caps  were  found  in  the  encampment  There 
were  numerous  evidences  of  emigrant  plunder, 
such  as  modem  cooking  utensils,  looking-glasses, 
combs,  brushes,  fine  rifles  and  pistols,  and  such 
things  as  the  Indians  were  likely  to  consider 
worthy  of  preservation,  when  they  had  attacked 
and  robbed  the  emigrants.  Wagon-covers,  with 
the  names  of  their  unfortunate  owners,  were  also 
lying  around,  and  patching  up  their  vrick-i-ups. 
What  the  command  thought  worth  bringing  to 
camp  they  took,  and  destroyed  the  balance,  leaving 
enough  only  for  the  preservation  of  the  squaws 
and  papooses.  Among  the  trophies  of  war  were 
one  hundred  and  seventy-five  ponies  that  the 
Indians  had  tied  up  to  the  willows  during  the 
fight 

On  the  side  of  the  volunteers,  the  following  is 
a  carefully  prepared 

UST  OP  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED  AND  CASUALTIES. 

Second  cavalry,  company  A. — Killed :  Privates 
James  W.  Baldwin  and  George  German. 

Mortally  wounded :  Private  John  W.  Wall. 

Badly  wounded :  Privates  Jas.  S.  Montgomery, 
John  Welsh,  and  Wm.  H.  Lake. 

Slightly  wounded :  William  Jay. 

Feet  frozen  badly :  Corporal  Adolphus  Sprag- 
gle  and  private  John  D.  Marker. 

Feet  frozen  slightly :  Bugler  I.  Kearney ;  pri- 
vates Samuel  L'Hommedieu,  R.  McNulty,  and  G. 
Swan. 

Company  M. — Killed :  Wagoner  Asa  F.  How- 
ttd ;  privates  George  C.  Cox  and  Geo.  C.  Hoton. 

Seriously  wounded:  Sergeant  Anthony  Ste- 
▼«ns;  Corporal  L.  W.  Hughes;  .privates  W.  H. 
Hood,  L.  D.  Hughes,  J.  Legget,  £.  C.  Chase, 
T.  Borcafiur,  and  Wm.  Davis. 

Slightly  wounded :  Sergeant  Lorin  Bobbins; 
pivates  R.  Miller,  M.  Forbes,  and  P.  Hunbert; 
bugler  A  Hoffher. 

Feet  frozen :  Sergeant  John  Cullen;  Corporals 
A  P.  HeweU  and  Wm.  Steel ;  privates  W.  W. 
Collins,  James  Dyer,  and  John  McGonagla 

Hand  ftot/en :  Private  A.  J.  Case. 

Company  H. — KiUed :  Privates  John  K.  Briggs 
tnd  Charles  L.  Hollowell. 

Seriously  wounded :  Captain  Daniel  McClean ; 
Sergi  Jas.  Cantellon ;  Corporals  Philip  Schaub, 
Patrick  Frauley;  privates  Michael  O'Brian,  H. 
li.  Fisher,  John  Franklin,  Hen.  Connor,  Joseph 
Clowes,  Thompson  Ridge,  James  Logan. 


Slightly  wounded :  Privates  Barbele,  C.  Hutch- 
inson, Frank  Farley. 

Company  K. — Killed :  Privates  Lewis  Ander- 
son, Christian  Smith,  Shelburne  C.  Reed,  Adolph- 
us Rowe,  and  Henry  W.  Trempf. 

Seriously  wounded :  Lieutenant  Darwin  Chase ; 
private  Wm.  Slocum. 

Slightly  wounded :  Privates  Albert  N.  Parker, 
John  S.  Lee,  Walter  B.  Welton,  Nathaniel  Kens- 
ley. 

Slightly  wounded :  Sergt  Sylvanius  S.  Longley, 
Corporal  Benjamin  Lauds ;  privates  Patrick  H. 
Kelly,  Eugene  J.  Brady,  Silas  C.  Bush,  John 
Daley,  Robert  Hargrave,  Morris  Illig,  Alonzo  A. 
P.  V.  McCoy. 

Frozen  feet :  Sergt  Wm.  L.  Beach ;  Corporals 
William  L.  White  and  James  R.  Hunt ;  privates 
Stradge  Ansley,  Matthew  Armone,  David  Briston, 
Fred.  W.  Becker,  Nathaniel  Chapman,  Samuel 
Caldwell,  Joseph  Chapman,  John  G.  Hertle,  Chas. 
B.  Horse,  Joseph  Hill,  George  Johnston,  Jefferson 
Lincoln,  Arthur  Mitchell,  James  McKown,  Alonzo 
R.  Palmer,  Charles  Wilson. 

Third  infantry,  company  K. — Killed:  Privates 
John  £.  Barker,  Samuel  W.  Thomas. 

Seriously  wounded :    Sergeant  A.  J.  Austin, 

E.  C.  Hoyt;  privates  John  Hensley,  Thos.  B. 
Walker. 

Frozen  feet:  Sergeants  C.  J.  Herron,  C.  F. 
Williams;  Corporals  Wm.  Bennett,  John  Latt- 
man,  John  Wingate;  privates  Joseph  German, 
James, Urquhart^  Wm.  S.  John,  Algeray  Rams- 
dell,  James  Epperson,  A.  J.  F.  Randell,  William 
Famham,  John  Baurland,  Giles  Ficknor,  Alfred 
Peusho,  B.  B.  Bigelow,  J.  Anderson,  F.  Bouralso, 

F.  Brouch,  A.  L.  Bailey,  William  Charleton,  D. 
Donahue,  C.  H.  Godbold,  J.  Heywood,  C.  Heath, 
J.  Manning,  Wm.  Way. 

RECAPrrULATION. 
Co.  Regiment.  Killed.  Wounded.  Feetfrosen.  TotaL 

A,  Second  cavalry,  2  5  7  14 

H,  Second  cavalry,  2  11  16  29 

K,  Second  cavalry,  5  14  21  40 

M,  Second  cavalry,  3  15  8  26 

K,  Third  infantiy,  2  4  27  83 


Totals, 14 


49 


79 


142 


DIED    AFTER  THE   BATTLE. 


Private  William  Davis,  company  M,  Second 
cavalry,  February  2,  at  Ogden. 

Lieutenant  Darwin  Chase,  company  K,  Second 
cavalry,  February  4,  at  Farmington. 

Sergeant  James  Cantillon,  company  H,  Second 
cavalry,  February  5,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Private  William  Slocum,  company  K,  Second 
cavalry,  February  5,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Sergt  A.  Stevens,  company  M,  Second  cavalry, 
February  6,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Private  M.  O'Brian,  company  H,  Second  cav- 
alry, February  6,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Corporal  P.  Frawley,  company  H,  Second  cav- 
alry, February  8,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

Private  W.  Wall,  company  A,  Second  cavalry, 
February  8,  at  Camp  Douglas. 

The  moment  the  battle  was  over,  the  first  a^ 
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tention  was  given  to  the  wounded,  and  before  the 
sun  had  set  and  closed  to  them  that  memorable 
day,  Colonel  Connor  had  them  all  transported  to 
the  south  side  of  the  river,  where  Dr.  Reed  ren- 
dered them  every  surgical  aid,  and,  as  well  as 
possible,  dressed  their  wounds  to  prepare  them 
for  the  return  journey  to  camp.  The  living  gath- 
ered up  the  dead  and  placed  them  in  the  bag- 
gage-wagons, and  bivouacked  in  the  snow  for  the 
night  Next  morning  the  wounded  were  started 
homeward  on  sleighs,  in  which  they  travelled  as 
far  as  Farmington,  where  they  were  changed  into 
carriages  and  wagons,  and  continued  their  jour- 
ney homeward  tUl  they  arrived  at  camp  during 
the  night  of  the  second  instant  On  the  evening 
of  the  fourth,  Colonel  Connor  and  the  survivors 
of  his  command  returned  to  their  quarters,  and 
so  far  ended  their  expedition. 

On  Thursday,  the  fifth,  fifteen  of  the  dead  were 
interred  with  military  honors  by  the  entire  com- 
mand, which  attracted  a  large  concourse  of  spec- 
tators from  the  city. 

At  dress-parade  on  Sunday  afternoon  the  fol- 
lowing complimentary  order  was  read  to  the 
troops : 

HKADQITARTmS  DOTIIICT  UtAH,  I 

Camp  Douglas,  U.  T.,  Febraary  6. 1668.     f 

The  Colonel  Commanding  has  the  pleasure  of 
conc;ratulating  the  troops  of  this  post  upon  the 
brilliant  victory  achieved  at  the  battle  of  Bear 
River,  Washington  Territory. 

After  a  rapid  march  of  four  nights,  in  intense- 
ly cold  weather,  through  deep  snow  and  drifts, 
which  you  endured  without  murmur  or  com- 
plidnt,  even  when  some  of  your  number  were 
frozen  with  cold,  and  faint  with  hunger  and  fa- 
tigue, you  met  our  enemy,  who  have  heretofore 
on  two  occasions  defied  and  defeated  regular 
troops,  and  who  have,  for  the  last  fifteen  years, 
been  the  terror  of  the  emigrants — ^mcn,  women, 
children,  and  citizens  of  these  valleys — ^murder- 
ing and  robbing  them  without  fear  of  punish- 
ment 

At  daylight  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  January, 
1863,  you  encountered  the  enemy,  greatly  your 
superior  in  numbers,  and  in  a  desperate  battle, 
continued  with  unflinching  courage  for  over  four 
hours,  you  completely  cut  him  to  pieces,  captur- 
ed his  property  and  arms,  destroyed  his  strong- 
hold, and  burned  his  lodges. 

The  long  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  the  most 
fitting  eulogy  on  your  courage  and  bravery. 

The  Colonel  Commanding  returns  you  his 
thanks.  The  gallant  ofiicers  and  men  who  were 
engaged  in  this  battle,  without  invidious  distinc- 
tion, merit  the  highest  praise ;  your  uncomplain- 
ing endurance  and  unexampled  conduct  on  the 
field,  as  well  as  your  thoughtful  care  and  kind- 
ness to  the  wounded,  are  worthy  of  emulation. 

While  we  rejoice  at  the  brilliant  victory  you 
have  achieved  over  your  savage  foe,  it  is  meet 
that  we  do  honor  to  the  memory  of  our  brave 
comrades — the  heroic  men  who  fell  fighting  to 
maintain  the  supremacy  of  our  arms ;  we  deeply 
mourn  their  death  and  acknowledge  their  valor. 

While  the  people  of  California  will  regret  their 


loss,  they  will  do  honor  to  every  officer  and  sol- 
dier who  have  by  their  heroism  added  new  lau- 
rels to  the  fair  escutcheon  of  the  State. 

By  order  of  Colonel  Gomos. 
Wm.  L.  Ustick, 

Flnt  Ueot  Third  lofiuitry,  G.  T.,  A.A.A.  Qmtti. 


Doa  114. 


THE  LOSS  OP   THE   ISAAC  SMITE 

REPORT  OF  REARrADMIRAL  DU  PONT. 

Flaq-Sbip  Wabash,  Pokt  Rotal  lUnoft,  &  CI, 

Febraanr  8,  IMS. 

Sir:  On  Saturday,  when  I  recdved  informa- 
tion of  the  afiairs  off  Charleston,  referred  to  in 
my  previous  despatch  No.  53,  there  were  also 
vague  rumors  that  two  gunboats,  holding  Stone 
Inlet,  had  been  engaged,  neavy  finng  having  been 
heard  in  that  dii>9ction.  At  two  o'clock  a.x. 
of  the  first  instant,  the  Commodore  McDonough 
came  into  Port  Royal,  and,  I  regret  to  say,  re- 
ported the  capture,  by  three  rebel  batteries,  of 
the  United  States  steamer  Isaac  Smith. 

It  appears  from  Lieutenant  Commanding  Ba- 
con*s  reports,  herewith  inclosed,  that  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  he  sent  the  Isaac 
Smith,  Acting  Lieutenant  Conover,  up  Stono 
Kiver  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  as  had  been  fre- 
quently done  for  weeks  previous.  She  passed 
some  miles  beyond  Legareville  without  seeing 
the  enemy,  and  was  on  her  way  bade;  when 
about  a  nule  above  that  place,  and  in  a  bend  of 
the  river,  three  batteries,  heretofore  concealed, 
opened  a  concentrated  fire  upon  her,  firing  heaTV 
nfled  guns. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Bacon,  who,  with  the 
Commodore  McDonough,  was  anchored  lower 
down  the  river,  immediately  on  hearing  the  fir- 
ing, proceeded  to  her  assistance.  Soon  after  he 
had  got  under  way  he  discoyered  that  a  white 
flag  was  flying  from  the  Isaac  Smitii,  and  that 
the  firing  m>m  the  shore  had  ceased.  On  arrir- 
ing  abreast  of  Legareville,  she  was  seen  to  be 
aground  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  the  bend 
in  the  river,  and  two  of  her  boats  were  observed 
going  on  shore  loaded  with  officers  and  men. 

The  Commodore  McDonough  stood  up  toward 
the  bend  with  the  intention  of  either  towing  her 
off  or  destroying  her.  But  after  reaching  the 
bend,  she  was  fired  upon  by  the  same  three  bat- 
teries— one  on  the  bend,  one  half  a  mile  above 
the  bend  on  St  John^s  Island,  mounting  six  heavy 
guns,  and  one  back  and  to  the  left  of  LcgareviUe. 
Lieutenant  Conunanding  Bacon  immediately  re- 
turned the  fire  fronf  his  rifled  guns,  and  by  keep- 
ing his  vessel  in  motion,  going  ahead  and  back- 
ing, succeeded  in  escaping  injury  from  the  en- 
emy's shell,  which  struck  all  around  the  ship- 
It  becoming  dark,  he  ceased  firing,  and  dropped 
down  to  the  entruice  of  the  bar. 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Bacon  rt^oris  tint 
the  Isaac  Smith  was  under  a  heavy  cross-fire, 
and  just  before  it  ceased  a  large  doud  of  steam 
was  ascending  fix)m  her,  which  probably  rendered 
her  unmanageable,  and  caused  her  to  run  i^roand. 
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Notnithstanding  all  the  yigilance  exercised  by  the 
commanding  officers  of  the  Isaac  Smith  and  Com- 
modore McDonough,  the  enemy,  who  hold  com- 
plete possession  of  the  surrounding  country  and 
islands,  succeeded  in  erecting  the  batteries  by 
vhich  the  Isaac,  Smith  was  taken,  masking  them 
so  skilfully  that  their  existence  was  unknown. 

I  ha?e  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  casu- 
ftlties  on  board  the  Isaac  Smith,  but  it  is  my  pur- 
pose to  do  so  by  a  flag  of  truce  at  the  earliest 
moment;  though  I  presume  the  department  will 
recciTe  information  through  Southern  sources  on 
this  point  before  it  can  be  obtained  here. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-Admind  Com*g  Sooth-AtUntic  Blockading  Squadron. 


Doc.  115. 
BATTLE  OF  THE  DESERTED  HOUSE,  VA. 

A  NATIONAL  AGGOUNT. 

SvrroLK,  Ya.,  January  81, 1801 

The  Kigagement  with  the  rebels,  which  took 
place  yesterday,  proves  to  haye  been  more  im- 
portaot  and  formidable  than  was  at  first  sup- 
posed, and  we  have  won  a  dear-bought  yictonr. 

Our  loss  is  now  ascertained  to  be  twenty-four 
killed  and  eighty  wounded,  while  that  of  the 
rebels  must  have  been  about  the  same,  if  not 
greater.  The  enemy  managed  to  carry  off  their 
iolled  and  wounded,  with  the  exception  of  qpe 
inajor,  a  lieutenant,  and  a  number  of  privates, 
whose  bodies,  divested  of  boots  and  whatever  of 
clothing  there  was  time  to  take  away,  were  found 
upon  the  field  as  our  troops  returned  fi'Om  the 
pursuit  of  the  retreating  foe.  The  conflict  was  a 
sanguinary  one,  and  nothing  but  the  indomitable 
courage  of  our  soldiers  and  the  judicious  manage- 
ment of  Gen.  Corcoran  and  Col.  Spear  saved  to 
us  success. 

1  learn  the  following  particulars  this  morning : 
It  seems  that  Gen.  Piyor  pushed  his  way  across 
the  Blackwater  last  Sunday,  as  it  is  supposed,  on 
a  foraging  expedition,  and  augmented  his  force 
up  to  Thursday,  when  he  took  position  about 
uine  miles  from  Suffolk,  at  a  point  known  as  the 
''deserted  house,"  a  locality  commanding  the 
road  from  this  town  to  Franklin,  and  completely 
protecting  his  forage  train.  Our  scouts  brought 
in  information  of  the  whereabouts  of  the  enemy, 
vid  at  a  late  hour  on  Thursday  night  Qen.  Peck 
d^patched  a  force  under  command  of  GeiL  Cor- 
coran. Our  troops  prepa]^ed  with  great  alacrity 
for  the  expedition,  and  departed  for  the  scene  of 
*ction  about  eleven  o'clock. 

Colonel  Spear,  whose  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
road  rendered  his  services  invaluable  to  the  com- 
mand, led  the  advance  with  the  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania cavalry.  The  utmost  secrecy  was  ob- 
served in  regard  to  the  movements,  a  precaution 
»t  once  valuable  and  necessary.  The  reports  of 
the  scouts  proved  to  be  correct,  and  at  the  point 
^  the  road  suggested  by  Col.  Spear,  the  outer 
pickets  of  the  rebels  were  come  up  with  by  an 


advance-guard  of  the  Pennsylvania  cavalry,  led 
by  Lieutenant  Roper.  At  this  time  the  moon 
had  gone  down,  and  it  was  impossible  to  distin- 
guish the  exact  position  of  the  foe.  The  pickets 
fled  at  the  approach  of  our  cavalry,  and  Lieut 
Roper  was  ordered  to  proceed  cautiously  and 
*^feel"  the  strength  of  the  post 

After  proceeding  a  short  distance  he  descried 
a  party  of  men  drawn  across  the  rpad  as  if  to 
dispute  his  passage.  He  inmiediately  dashed 
forward  and  asked :  "  Who  are  you  ?"  A  volley 
was  the  response,  and  Lieut  Koper  retired  to 
make  report  FoUett's  battery  was  then  wheel- 
ed into  position,  and  at  twenty  minutes  to  four 
o'clock  the  action  commenced  in  earnest  Then 
ensued  an  exhibition  of  artillery  practice  such  as 
has  been  rarely  seen  in  this  war.  For  three 
hours  and  eleven  minutes  this  artillery  duel  con- 
tinued, and  the  service  of  the  guns  on  both  sides 
is  said  to  have  been  unexcellable.  During  this 
time  the  enemy  was  slowly  giving  way  before  the 
superiority  of  our  cannonading.  Their  pieces 
were  all  silenced  by  seven  oxlock,  and  they 
had  been  driven  two  miles  fi'Om  the  "deserted 
house." 

Pryor  had  the  advantage  of  position,  and  the 
direction  of  his  artillery  was  equal  to  ours,  but 
his  infiuitry  and  cavalry  proved  no  match  for 
ours.  As  the  enemy's  battery  seemed  to  become 
weaker  and  weaker,  Col.  Spear  advised  that  the 
time  had  arrived  for  a  charge,  and  Gen.  Corcoran 
gave  the  order  to  advance  upon  the  position. 
It  must  be  confessed  that  the  ordeal  was  a  fear- 
ful one  for  uulried  troops.  The  only  way  to  ad- 
vance was  through  a  sort  of  gorge,  with  heavy 
timber  and  swamp-land  on  each  side  of  the  road. 
It  was  indeed  entering  the  *^  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,"  for  the  enemy's  cannon  swept  the  nar- 
row defile  as  with  the  besom  of  destruction. 

But  that  was  the  road  to  victory ;  there  was 
no  other,  and  along  that  terrible  pathway  our 
soldiers  were  required  to  pass.  The  moment  was 
one  of  peril  To  delay  was  to  lose  the  chance  of 
triumph  ;  and,  although  death  and  danger  mark- 
ed the  hour,  it  was  the  time  to  show  the  bravery 
of  heart  and  the  strength  of  arm  of  our  noble 
Union  soldiers.  Shame  to  record  it,  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-seventh  regiment  Pennsyl- 
vania militia-— drafted  men — was  not  equal  to 
the  emergency.  Like  the  veriest  cravens  that 
ever  cursed  a  noble  cause,  nearly  every  man  of 
this  regiment  skulked,  and  all  were  as  deaf  to 
the  calls  of  their  commanding  general  as  they 
were  insensible  to  the  demands  of  patriotism 
and  the  ordinary  dictates  of  manhood. 

The  delay  occasioned  by  the  supineness  of  the 
Peimsylvania  regiment  lost  us  the  golden  oppor- 
tunity to  capture  a  large  portion  of  the  enemy's 
cannon  and  many  prisoners.  Time  was  afforded 
the  enemy  to  resume  his  retrograde  movement 
and  take  up  a  new  position.  Skirmishing  con- 
tinued for  some  seven  miles  ulong  the  road,  and 
at  about  five  o'clock  the  rear-guard  of  the  rapidly 
skedaddling  rebels  was  overtaken,  and  another 
sharp  engagement  between  the  infantry  took 
place  about  two  miles  firom  CarrsviUe.     Night 
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coming  on,  it  was  not  deemed  expedient  to  make 
further  pursuit,  and  the  enemy  was  allowed  to 
make  his  way  to  the  Blackwater  without  inter- 
ruption. 

The  battle  was  exceedingly  weU  contested. 
The  number  of  troops  on  each  side  was  equal, 
the  enemy  having  the  advantage  of  choice  of  po- 
sition. In  open  field  fighting  it  was  fully  demon- 
strated that  the  rebels  are  lacking  in  the  stamina 
possessed  by  the  Northern  troops.  They  fought 
desperately,  it  is  admitted,  but  with  a  bravery 
no  doubt  more  stimulated  by  the  stomach  than 
the  head — they  were  fighting  for  provender,  not 
from  principle. 

The  coolness  and  judgment  displayed  by  Gen. 
Corcoran  is  highly  praised,  and  the  encomiums 
bestowed  upon  him  are  shared  in  by  Col.  Spear. 
Both  of  these  officers  displayed  in  a  brilliant 
manner  all  the  characteristics  of  the  finished  sol- 
dier and  the  accomplished  gentleman.  Our  vic- 
tory has  been  dearly  bought,  considering  the  re- 
sult attained,  but  still  it  is  a  triumph  to  be 
proud  of 

The  enemy  has  been  driven  back  to  his  lair  by 
an  equal  force,  and  if  our  loss  is  great  in  view  of 
the  numbers  engaged,  the  rebels  have  undoubt- 
edly lost  six  to  our  one,  as  evidenced  by  their 
hospital  arrangements  along  the  route  of  their 
retreat.  An  idea  of  the  determined  resistance 
of  the  enemy  and  the  perseverance  of  our  troops 
may  be  gained  in  the  fact  that  the  fight  and  pur- 
suit covered  a  period  of  over  thirteen  hours. 
Our  troops  all  came  into  camp  this  morning,  and 
the  wounded  are  being  well  cared  for.  S. 

GENERAL   PECK'S   ORDER. 

niADquABTKiia  Umitbd  Statbs  FoBcn, ) 
SnrroLK,  Ya.,  February  1, 1868.      f 

The  Commanding  General  desires  to  express 
his  warmest  thanks  to  Brigadier-Gen.  Corcoran 
and  the  troops  assigned  to  his  command  for  their 
good  conduct  and  gallant  bravery  in  the  engage- 
ment of  the  thirticth'of  January,  1863,  at  the  De- 
serted House,  and  which  resulted  in  driving  the 
confederate  forces  to  the  Blackwater.  Most  of 
the  regiments  were  under  fire  for  the  first  time, 
and  furnished  those  others  so  unfortunate  as  not 
to  have  part  in  the  expedition  with  examples  of 
patriotism  worthy  of  imitation. 

The  misconduct  of  some  of  the  troops  has  been 
brought  to  his  notice ;  but  he  forbears  to  specify 
them,  in  the  belief  that  those  conscious  of  deserv- 
ing censure  will  avail  themselves  of  the  first  op- 
portunity to  retrieve  the  past 

Especial  commendation  is  due  to  the  wounded 
for  their  bravery  on  the  field,  and  for  their  pa- 
tience under  suffering.  They  are  cared  for  by 
the  kind  and  skilful  officers  of  the  medical  depart- 
tuent,  under  the  able  superintendence  of  Surgeon 
Hand. 

The  families  and  friends  of  the  dead  have  the 
sympathies  of  all  patriots,  and  the  precious  re- 
collection that  they  fell  in  the  great  cause  of  con- 
stitutional liberty.    By  command  of 

Major-General  Peck. 

Benj.  B.  Foster, 

MiOor  and  AaaitUnt  A^laUnt-OeneraL 


PETER8BURGH   "EXPRESS"   ACOOUKt 

PnusBUROB,  Fefaratryt 

Immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  eight  o'clock 
train  from  Weldon,  Saturday  morning,  a  gnat 
many  rumors  of  an  engagement  between  GenenI 
Pryor  and  the  enemy,  which  it  was  alleged  oc- 
curred on  Friday,  found  currency  in  our  streeu 
These  rumors  generally  gave  out  that  our  anns 
had  met  with  a  sad  reverse ;  but  as  they  could  be 
traced  to  no  really  trustworthy  source,  little  cre- 
dit was  given  them.  Saturday  afternoon  a  cou- 
rier firom  Gen.  Pryor  arrived  in  the  dty,  bringing 
a  despatch  for  headquarters.  This  despatdi  we 
have  been  permitted  by  the  Commanding  GenenI 
at  this  post  to  copy.  It  will  be  seen  that  so  &r 
from  General  Pryor^s  command  meeting  with  any 
thing  like  a  reverse,  the  advantages  of  the  fight 
were  all  in  our  favor.  The  following  is  a  copy  of 
General  Pryor's  official  despatch : 

Cabsstillb,  Isls  or  Wigbt,  Jumvj  SO,  1801 
Brigadier- General  Colson^  Peterthurgh,  V(l: 

General  :  This  morning,  at  four  o^dock,  the 
enemy,  under  Major-General  Peck,  attacked  me  at 
Kelly's  Store,  eight  miles  from  Suffolk.  After 
three  hours'  severe  fighting,  we  repulsed  them  at 
all  points  and  held  the  field.  Their  force  is  re- 
presented by  prisoners  to  be  between  ten  thou- 
sand and  fifteen  thousand.  My  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  will  not  exceed  fifty — no  prisoners.  I 
regret  that  CoL  Poage  is  among  the  kiUed.  We 
inflicted  a  heavy  loss  on  the  enemy. 

^      Respectfully,  Roqbb  A.  Pbtoi, 

Brig«fdl«r-Gciiera]  Ooamn&fr 

From  a  member  of  Captain  Wright's  battery, 
which  is  composed  chiefly  of  volunteers  from  Ev 
lifax  County,  Ya.,  and  who  were  in  the  fight,  we 
have  obtained  a  few  additional  particulars: 

Some  two  hours  or  more  before  the  dawn  of  day 
Friday,  our  pickets  were  driven  in  by  tiro  regi- 
ments of  ^mounted  men,  and  a  few  minutes  there- 
after the  enemy's  artillery  opened  on  oarbirouae 
fires.  We  immediately  replied  with  guns  of  Gap- 
tain  Colt's  S.  C.  battery,  and  one  section  of  Capt 
Wright's.  The  enemy's  shell  fell  thick  and  fast 
in  our  inmiediate  vicinity,  but  our  boys  stood 
manfully  to  their  guns,  and  gave  the  vandala  as 
much  and  as  good  as  they  sent 

At  daylight  the  artfllery  duel  ceased,  and  the 
fight  was  then  maintained  with  musketry  fof 
about  one  hour,  when  the  enemy  ceased  firing  and 
fell  back.  We  held  our  position,  but  the  enemy 
not  advancing  and  showing  no  disposition  to  re- 
new the  figh^  General  Pryor  retired  to  Ckrrsrille, 
eight  miles  firom  the  Bladcwater  River,  where  he 
remained  undisturbed  at  last  accounts. 

The  following  are  all  the  casualties  that  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain : 

There  were  four  killed  in  the  Fifth  Virginia  re- 
giment Among  the  number  is  Colonel  Poag«.  <» 
Pulasld  County,  a  gallant  officer  who  distinguish- 
ed himself  in  the  Western  Virginia  campaigDt  ^ 
der  Gen.  Floyd.  CoL  P.  was  struck  in  tbcth^ 
by  a  firagment  of  shell,  which  severed  the  main 
artery,  and  he  bled  to  death  in  a  few  minutes. 

Capt  Dobbins,  of  the  Twenty HwventhViigiitt 
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btttalion,  from  Floyd  County,  was  killed  by  a 
Minieball. 

In  Wright's  battery,  Captain  W.  was  slightly 
▼ounded  in  the  left  leg  by  a  piece  of  shell.  Lieut 
Watkins  was  also  slightly  wounded.  Charles  W. 
Hughes,  of  Halifax,  had  a  leg  broken,  and  was 
alfio  wounded  in  the  hip.  Geo.  R.  Watts,  of  Ha- 
lifax, was  slightly  wounded. 

The  bodies  of  Col.  Poage  and  Capt  Dobbins, 
reached  here  yesterday  morning  on  the  train  from 
WeldoD.  They  will  be  forwarded  to  their  friends 
for  interment 

Two  of  Capt  Coit's  battery  were  slightly  dis- 
abled—one haying  been  spiked  by  the  breaking 
of  a  priming-wire,  and  the  other  becoming  useless 
from  the  lodgment  of  a  ball,  which  it  was  found 
impossible  to  remove. 

Gen.  Pryor  now  occupies  a  strong  position  at 
Carrsyille,  and  is  prepared  for  the  enemy,  let  him 
oome  in  any  farce  he  may. 

GENERAL  PRTOR'S  ADDRESS. 

HJIADQVAKTBK8  FORCIS  OK  BLAOEWATSB,  ) 

Febraarr  2, 1308.     f 

GzNERAL  Order,  No.  7. 

The  Brigadier-General  congratulates  the  troops 
of  this  command  on  the  results  of  their  recent 
combat 

The  enemy  endeavored,  under  cover  of  night, 
to  steal  an  inglorious  victory  by  surprise,  but  he 
found  us  prepared  at  every  point ;  and  despite  his 
superior  numbers,  greater  than  your  own,  in  the 
proportion  of  five  to  one,  he  was  signally  repuls- 
ed and  compelled  to  leave  us  in  possession  of  the 
field. 

After  silencing  his  guns  and  dispersing  his  in- 
fantry, you  remained  on  the  field  from  night  till 
one  o'clock,  awaiting  a  renewal  of  the  attack,  but 
be  did  not  again  venture  to  encdiinter  your  terri- 
ble fire. 

For  the  slight  loss  sustained  on  our  side,  you 
iofficted  an  adequate  retribution  on  the  three 
hundred  of  his  men  killed  and  disabled  in  the 
fight 

When  the  disparity  of  force  between  the  par- 
ties is  considered,  with  the  proximity  of  the  ene- 
ffiy  to  his  stronghold,  and  his  facilities  of  reen- 
forcements  by  r^way,  the  result  of  the  action  of 
the  thirtieth  will  be  accepted  as  a  splendid  illus- 
tration of  your  courage  and  good  conduct 

Bj  order  of        Brig. -Gen.  Roobh  A.  Prtor. 

W.  A.  Whitner, 

A.A.  QcnermL 


Doc.  116. 
FIGHT    OFF    CHARLESTON,  S.  0. 

RBAX   ADMIRAL   DU   PONTES   RXPORT. 

fLAO-Snp  Wababb,  Port  Rotal,  1 
Vebnuury  8, 1868.     f 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  about  four  o^clock  on 
the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  ultimo,  during  the 
obscurity  of  a  thick  haze,  two  iron-clad  gunboats 
cuae  out  of  Charleston  by  the  main  ship  channel, 
unperceivable  by  the  squadron,  and  commenced 
A  mid  upon  the  blockading  fleet 

Moat  of  the  latter  were  of  the  light  class  of  pur- 


chased vessels,  two  of  the  heaviest  men-of-war, 
the  Powhatan  and  the  Canandaigua,  being  at  this 
port  coaling  and  repairing. 

The  Mercedita  was  the  first  vessel  attacked. 
Her  ofiicers  and  crew  had  been  particularly  watch- 
ful during  the  night  to  look  out  for  suspected  ves- 
sels, and  at  three  oVlock  had  slipped  her  cable 
and  overhauled  a  troop-steamer  running  for  the 
channel  by  mistake.  She  had  returned  to  her  an- 
chorage, and  Captain  Stellwagen  had  gone  to  his 
room  for  a  short  time,  leaving  Lieut  Com.  Abbott 
on  deck,  when  one  of  the  iron-clads  suddenly  ap- 
peared. Her  approach  was  concealed  by  the  haze 
and  moist  of  the  atmosphere.  The  vessel  was 
immediately  hailed,  and  an  order  given  to  fire ; 
but  the  iron-clad  being  dose  aboard,  and  lying 
low  in  the  water,  no  guns  could  be  brought  to 
bear  upon  her.  A  heavy  rifle-shell  was  fired  from 
the  enemy,  which,  entering  the  starboard  side  of 
the  Mercedita,  passed  through  her  condenser  and 
the  steam-drum  of  her  port  boiler,  and  exploded 
against  her  port  side,  blowing  a  hole  in  its  exit 
some  four  or  five  feet  square,  killing  the  gunner, 
and  by  the  escape  of 'steam  scalding  a  number  of 
the  men,  and  rendering  lier  motive  power  appar> 
ently  useless. 

Unable  to  use  his  guns,  and  being  at  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy,  who  was  alongside  on  his  starboard 
quarter,  all  fUrther  resistance  was  deemed  hope- 
less by  Captain  Stellwagen,  and  he  surrendered. 
The  crew  and  officers  were  paroled,  though  noth- 
ing was  said  of  the  ship,  the  Executive  Officer, 
Lieutenant  Commander  Abbott,  having  gone  on 
board  the  enemy's  gunboat  and  made  the  arrange- 
ment 

The  iron-dad,  leaving*  the  Merce<£ta  to  her  fate, 
to  sink  or  not,  next  engaged  ther  Keystone  State^ 
Commander  Leroy,  who  was  attacked  by  the 
other.  Their  fire  was  gallantly  returned,  but  a 
shell  exploding  in  the  fore-hold  of  this  vessel,  she 
was  set  on  fire. 

Commander  Leroy  kept  off  until  the  fire  was 
got  under,  when  he  steered  again  for  the  iron- 
clad, having  ordered  on  a  full  head  of  steam,  deter- 
mined to  try  to  run  her  down.  The  guns  had 
been  trained  and  depressed  for  a  plunging  fire  at 
the  moment  of  collision,  and  the  ship  had  acquired 
a  speed  of  twelve  knots,  when  a  shell  or  shot  from 
the  enemy  passed  through  both  the  steam-chests, 
wholly  disabling  her  boilers,  and  rendering  her 
powerless. 

Ten.  rifle-shell  struek  the  Keystone  State,  and 
two  burst  on  the  quarterdeck ;  but  most^of  them 
struck  the  hull,  being  near  and  below  the  water 
linOr 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Augusta,  Commander 
Parrott,  the  Quaker  City,  Commander  Frailey, 
and  the  Memphis,  Acting  Lieut  Watmough,  kept 
up  a  fire  upon  the  enemy,  divertii^  their  atten- 
tion from  the  Keystone  State,  which  was  soon 
after  taken  in  tow  by  the  Memphis,  and  drawn 
away  from  the  fire. 

The  Augusta  and  Quaker  City  were  both  struck 
in  their  hulls. 

The  Memphis  was  only  struck  in  her  rigging. 

The  Housatonic  gave  chase^  and  a  shot  from 
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her  struck  the  pilot-house,  doing;  it  is  thought, 
some  damage,  and  canying  away  one  of  her  flags. 

The  rebel  vessels  then  .passed  to  the  north- 
ward, receiving  the  fire  of  our  ships,  and  took 
refuge  in  the  Swash  channel  behind  the  shoals. 

The  only  casualties  were  on  the  Mercedita  and 
the  Keystone  State. 

On  the  Keystone  State  they  are  very  large — 
about  one  fourth  of  her  crew  were  killed  and 
wounded,  and  among  the  former  is  the  medical 
officer  of  the  ship,  Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  H. 
Gotwold,  who  was  scalded  to  death,  while  render- 
ing surgical  aid  to  one  of  the  wounded  men. 

Most  of  those  who  died  perished  firom  the  escape 
of  steam  when  the  boilers  and  steam-chimneys 
were  penetrated,  and  among  the  wounded  the 
greater  number  received  their  injuries  from  the 
same  cause. 

As  the  Mercedita  was  the  only  vessel  that  sur- 
rendered, I  have  directed  a  Court  of  Inquiry  to 
examine  into  the  circumstances  of  the  case  as  well 
as  into  the  terms  under  which  the  surrender  was 
made.  This  investigation  has  been  asked  for  by 
Gapt  Stellwagen. 

I  received  this  intelligence  on  Saturday,  at 
three  p.m.,  by  the  Augusta,  which  ship  inunedi- 
ately  returned  to  Charleston. 

The  Mercedita  soon  after  arrived,  and  the  Key- 
stone State,  in  tow  of  the  Memphis,  when  the 
latter  vessel  was  at  once  sent  back  to  her  station. 

The  James  Adger,  Commander  Patterson,  was 
also  towed  back.  She  was  just  coming  into  Port 
Royal,  and  was  ordered  back  to  Charleston. 

The  Powhatan,  through  the  commendable  zeal 
of  Captain  Gordon,  was  also  got  ready  by  nine 
o* clock  P.M.  I  had  the  channel  and  oar  buoys 
lighted,  when  she  passed  out  safely. 

I  forward  herewith  copies  of  the  reports  of 
Capt  Stellwagen,  Lieutenant  Commander  Abbott, 
and  Commander  Leroy ;  also,  the  reports  of  the 
casualties  on  board  the  Mercedita  and  the  Key- 
stone State. 

On  the  Mercedita  there  were  four  killed  and 
three  wounded,  and  on  the  Keystone  State  twen- 
ty killed  and  twenty  wounded. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  Du  Pont, 

Sear-AdmiraL 

To  the  Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Narjr. 

OOMMANDER  STELLWAGEN'S  REPORT. 

UxiTRD  Statw  Stbaxik  MsbcdSit#,     | 
PoBT  RoTAL,  January  81, 1868. ) 

Bear-Admiral  8.  R  Du  Pont: 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  at  half-past  four  this 
morning  two  iron-clad  rams  from  Chiu'leston,  in 
the  obscurity  of  a  thick  haze,  and  the  moon  hav- 
ing just  set,  succeeded  in  passing  the  bar  near 
the  ship  channel,  unperceived  by  the  squadron, 
and  made  an  attack  upon  it,  this  ship  being  the 
first  encountered. 

Particular  vigilance  was  exhibited  by  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  in  the  expectation  of  a  vessel  to 
run  the  blockade. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  we  had  slipped 
our  cable  and  oyerhaulod  a  troop-steamer  run- 


ning for  the  channel  At  four  I  lay  down. 
Lieutenant  Commander  Abbott  was  on  deck  giv- 
ing an  order  to  Acting  Master  Dwyer,  aboot  re- 
covering the  anchor,  when  they  saw  a  smoke  and 
the  faint  appearance  of  a  vessel  close  at  hand. 

I  heard  them  exclaim,  '*  She  has  bla(^  smoke!" 
"Watch,  man  the  guns!'*  "Spring  the  rattiel* 
"  Call  all  hands  to  quarters  I" 

Mr.  Dwyer  came  to  the  cabin  door,  telling  me 
"  A  steamboat  was  close  aboard." 

I  was  then  in  the  act  of  getting  my  peajidcet, 
andslipped  it  on  as  I  follow^  him  out  I  jumped 
to  t^ie  poop-ladder ;  saw  the  smoke  and  a  low  boat, 
apparently  a  tug,  although  I  thought  it  might  be 
a  httle  propeller  for  the  squadron. 

I  sang  out,  "  Train  your  guns  right  on  him— 
be  ready  to  fire  as  soon  as  I  order.*' 

I  hailed  the  steamer,  "Ahoy!  Stand  clear  of 
us  and  heave  to.  What  steamer  is  thatf  I 
then  ordered  my  men  to  fire  on  him,  and  told 
him :  "  You  will  be  into  us.  What  steamer  is 
thatr 

His  answer  to  the  first  and  second  hail  was: 
"Halloo!'*  The  other  replies  were  indistinct 
either  by  intention  or  firom  having  spoken  Inside 
of  his  maU  armor  until  in  the  act  of  striking  tis 
with  his  prow,  when  he  said :  "  This  is  the  con- 
federate States  steam  ram." 

I  repeated  the  order,  "  Fire  I"  "  Vw !"  "FEPe!" 
but  no  gun  could  be  trained  on  him,  as  be  ap- 
proached us  on  the  quarter,  and  struck  us  jast 
abaft  our  after-mast  with  a  thirty-two^KMrnder, 
and  fired  a  heavy  rifle  through  us  diagom^lji 
penetrating  the  starboard  side  through  oar  N(ff- 
mandy  condenser,  the  steam-drum  of  om*  port 
boiler,  and  exploding  agunst  the  port  side  of  the 
ship,  blowing  a  hole  in  its  exit  some  four  or  fire 
feet  square. 

The  vessel  was  instantly  filled  and  enyeloped 
with  steam.  Reports  were  brought  to  me : ''  !%&! 
we  were  shot  through  both  boilers;  that  the  fires 
were  put  out  by  the  steam  and  smoke;  that  a 
gunner  and  one  man  were  killed,  that  a  nomber 
of  men  were  badly  scalded ;  that  the  water  iis 
over  the  fire-room  floor,  and  that  ti^e  vessel  was 
sinking  fast*' 

The  ram  had  cut  us  through  It  and  below  the 
water-line  on  one  side,  and  the  shell  had  burst 
on  the  other  side  almost  at  the  water*s  edg& 

After  the  ram  struck  she  swung  around  under 
our  starboard  counter,  her  prow  touching  us,  and 
hailed:  "  Surrender  or  Fll  sink  you.  Dofousu^ 
render?" 

After  receiving  the  reports,  I  answered :  *4  can 
make  no  resistance,  my  boiler  is  destroyed" 

The  rebel  then  cried  out :  "  Do  you  surrender  f 

I  said,  "  Yes,"  having  found  my  moring  power 
dtetroyed,  and  that  I  could  bring  nothing  to  bear 
but  muskets  against  his  shot-proof  coating. 

He  hailed  several  times  "to  send  a  boat,*"  and 
threatened  to  fire  again.  After  some  debj  a  boat 
was  lowered,  and  Ueutenant  ConumuMkr  Ablit»tt 
asked  if  he  should  go  in  her,  and  asked  for  orders 
what  to  say. 

I  told  him  to  see  what  they  demanded,  and  to 
tell  him  the  condition  we  were  in.    He  proceeded 
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aboard,  and  according  to  their  demand,  gaye  his 
parole  on  behalf  of  himself  and  all  the  officers 
and  crew.    His  report  accompanies  this. 

The  mm  haTing  been  detained  a  half-hour  or 
more,  now  ran  out  for  the  steamer  Keystone 
State,  which  Tessel  and  three  others  we  tried  to 
alarm  bj  lights. 

We  saw  a  sheft  explode  as  it  struck  the  ram 
wiUiout  injuring  her.  Saw  the  Keystone  State 
struck  several'  times,  and  saw  the  steam  and 
Emoke  blowing  from  her. 

The  firing  then  receded  to  the  northward  and 
eastward,  and  was  pretty  brisk  at  the  head  of  the 
line.  I  set  every  body  at  work  taking  care  of 
our  wounded,  pumping  the  ship,  stopping  leaks, 
examining  the  engines,  etc 

About  six  A.M.  got  things  in  order  to  stop  a 
little  steam,  kdA  hove  up  anchor.  The  Stettin 
and  Flag;  seeing  our  condition,  I  told  them  they 
might  be  wanted  to  the  soutiiward  to  pick  up 
men,  the  fightmg  now  bdng  over. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  to  say  that  in  the  squad- 
ron, where  all  the  vessels  were  conspicuous  for 
TigOanoe,  this  ship  has  never  been  found  wanting. 
Ererj  thing  was  done  that  circumstances  per- 
mitted, and  in  a  proper  manner. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.   S.    SriLLWAOBlf. 
LIKUTKEf ANT  OOMMANDIB  ABBOTT'S  REPORT. 

SiH :  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  proceeded 
to  the  rM)el  ram,  and  was  received  by  Lieuten- 
ants Parker  and  Phyrock,  and  conducted  by  the 
former  inside  of  the  house,  where  I  was  received 
by  her  captain.  His  name  I  did  not  leam.  I 
told  him  I  had  come  in  the  luune  of  Capt  Stell- 
wagen  to  give  up  the  U.  S.  steamer  Mercedita, 
she  being  in  a  sinking  and  perfectly  defenceless 
condition. 

They  asked  me  about  the  condition  of  our 
boatB  and  the  nbmber  of  the  crew.  I  told  them 
onr  boats  were  not  large  enough,  nor  in  a  proper 
condition  to  carry  our  number  of  crew. 

After  privately  consulting  with  the  Commodore 
the  Ci^tain  returned  to  me,  saying :  **  That  they 
W  concluded  to  parole  our  officers  and  crew, 
provided  I  would  pledge  my  sacred  word  of  honor 
that  neither  I  or  any  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Mercedita  would  again  take  up  arms  against 
the  confederate  States  during  the  war,  unless 
IcgftUj  and  regularly  exchanged  as  prisoners  of 
war." 

Beliering  it  to  be  the  proper  course  to  pursue 
*t  tiuit  time,  I  consented  I  was  then  informed 
that  I  could  return  to  the  Mercedita. 

I  will  here  state  in  this  report  that  I  was  on 
<leck  at  the  time  the  smoke  of  the  ram  was  dis- 
pwered,  and  in  less  than  two  minutes  she  was 
intoua. 

Tour  order  to  fire  into  her  could  not  be  obeyed, 
tt  no  gun  in  the  ship  could  be  depressed  or 
tnlned  to  hit  her,  though  every  effi)rt  was  made 
jo  do  so,  she  being  so  low  in  the  water,  and  com- 
ing upon  us  '*  quartering.'*  We  had  only  time 
to  get  the  watch  to  their  quarters,  and  before  we 


could  slip  our  cable,  we  were  without  steam,  a 
shell  having  passed  completely  through  the  ship 
and  boilers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  T.  Abbott, 

Ueatenant  Oommandw. 

Captain  Henbt  S.  Stellwaoen, 

U.  8.  Steamer  Mercedita. 
COMMANDER  USROrS  REPORT. 

Sir  :  I  have  to  report  that  about  five  o'clock 
on  this  day,  January  thirty-first,  while  at  anchor 
off  the  main  entrance  of  the  harbor  of  Charleston, 
the  ship  was  approached  by  what  was  supposed 
to  be  a  steamer,  but  regarding  her  appearance  as 
suspicious,  I  ordered  the  cable  slipped,  and  fired 
a  gun,  which  was  responded  to  by  a  shell,  when  I 
oi^dered  the  guns  to  be  fired  as  they  could  be 
brought  to  Mar  upon  the  object  On  putting 
my  head  to  the  eastward  it  was  discovered  that 
there  was  one  on  either  quarter,  and  we  made 
them  out  fi*om  their  peculiar  construction  to  be 
iron-clads  after  the  model  of  the  Merrimac. 

Owing  to  a  fire  in  the  hold,  we  stood  to  the 
northwu*d  about  ten  minutes,  and  shoaling  water 
kept  south-east  about  ten  minutes,  to  enable  us 
to  subdue  the  fire ;  and  then  I  turned  around, 
and,  under  full  st«un,  proposed  attempting  to 
run  down  the  ram ;  but  about  six  a.m.  a  shell 
from  one  of  them  entered  on  the  portrside  under 
the  forward  wheel-house  guard,  passing  through 
the  port  steam-chimney,  and  landed  in  the  star- 
board, depriving  us  of  our  motive  power.  Ten 
rifie-shell  struck  the  ship  and  two  burst  on  the 
quarter-deck;  most  of  them  striking  the  hull, 
being  near  and  below  the  water-line.  Our  steam- 
chimneys  being  destroyed,  our  motive  power  was 
lost,  and  our  situation  became  critical.  There 
were  two  feet  of  water  in  the  ship,  and  leaking 
badly,  the  water  rising  rapidly  and  the  fire-hold 
on  fire. 

Others  of  the  squadron  coming  along,  the  ram 
that  had  injured  us  so  much  alt^^  her  course, 
and  before  our  wheels  entirely  stopped  we  were 
enabled  to  get  a  hawser  from  the  Memphis,  and 
were  taken  in  tow. 

I  regret  to  report  our  casualties  very  large. 
Some  twenty  were  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 
Among  the  killed  I  have  to  mention  the  surgeon 
of  the  ship,  Assistant  Surgeon  Jacob  H.  Gotwold, 
who  was  Killed  while  in  the  act  of  rendering  as- 
sistance to  some  of  the  wounded.  Captain  Wat- 
maugh,  of  the  Memphis,  kindly  gave  us  the  ser- 
vices of  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Brown,  to 
whom  I  feel  much  indebted  for  the  attention  he 
has  exhibited  in  caring  for  the  wounded.  Being 
unable  to  communicate  with  the  senior  officer 
present,  personally  or  by  signal,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  (Commander  Frailey  advising  the  step)  to 
make  the  best  of  my  way  to  Port  Royal ;  Com- 
mander Frailey,  by  my  request,  advising  the 
senior  officer  that  I  would  leave  in  tow  of  the 
Memphis  unless  he  gave  other  orders. 

Accompanying  please  find  list  of  casualties. 
In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  call  attention  to  the  de- 
sire manifested  by  all  under  my  command  to  de- 
stroy the  enemy,  and  particularly  to  the  cool  and 
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efScient  manner  in  which  I  was  seconded  hy 
Lieutenant  Commander  Thomas  H.  Eastman,  the 
executive  officer  of  the  ship. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

William  £.  Lekoy, 

Commander. 

Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  Mason  of  the  Merce- 
dita  makes  the  following  report  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  board  that  vessel : 

Rilled — Jacob  Atmee,  gunner,  by  a  shell ; 
James  Gale,  second-class  fireman,  scalded  to 
death. 

Wounded — ^Wm.  Eastwood,  slightly;  James 
Armstrong,  slightly ;  John  Riley,  mortolly ;  Jas. 
Gallagher,  mortally — the  two  latter  have  since 
died. 

The  following  is  a  report  of  the  killed  and 
wounded  on  the  Keystone  State : 

Killed — Jacob  H.  Gotwold,  Surgeon,  scalded 
to  death ;  Samuel  W.  Bayle,  Steward,  scalded  to 
death ;  James  Bau,  fireman,  scalded  to  death ; 
George  A.  Nelson,  fireman,  scalded  to  death; 
Edward  Livermore,  Orderly  Sergeant,  scalded  to 
death ;  Wm.  A.  Grau,  Corporal,  scalded  to  death ; 
Thomas  Riley,  marine,  scalded  to  death ;  Robert 
McKinsey,  second-class  boy,  contraband,  scalded 
to  death ;  Robert  Wellinger,  scalded  to  death ; 
David  L.  Caldwell,  ordinary  seaman,  killed  by  a 
shell ;  Wm.  H.  Clark,  killed  by  a  shell ;  John  E. 
Bunsom,  landsman,  killed  by  a  shell ;  Owen  J. 
McGowen,  killed  by  a  shell;  R.  H.  B.  Thomas, 
killed  by  a  shell ;'  James  W.  Armstrong,  marine, 
killed  by  a  shell ;  Wm.  Dietz,  marine,  killed  by 
a  shell ;  John  H.  Conway,  killed  by  a  shell ;  Wm. 
Peyton,  killed  by  a  shell ;  Patrick  Herrick,  killed 
by  a  shelL 

Wounded— H.  Bellville,  James  Wright,  Pat- 
rick Lofkus,  Robert  Atkinson,  R.  A.  Konk,  Wm. 
Loftus,  James  Hovey,  Alexander  McRnight,  Pat- 
rick Farrar,  F.  Hight,  John  McRenney,  John 
Burns,  Hugh  Golden,  R.  Gould,  William  Coffin, 
Moses  0*  Connor,  Thomas  Kelley,  John  Sullivan, 
John  Quinn,  Michael  Scott 

REBEL   REPORTS  AND  NARRATIVES. 

BEPORT  OF  FLA6-0FFI0ER  INGRAHAM. 

Omoi  Natal  Statiok,  CBAKLnroir, ) 
FebniArr  8,  1868.     ) 

Sir:  I  have  honor  to  inform  you,  that  upon 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo,  I  left  the  wharf 
at  this  place,  in  company  with  the  steam  ram 
Chicora,  Commander  John  R.  Tucker,  at  a  quar- 
ter-past eleven  o'clock,  and  steamed  slowly  down 
to  die  bar,  as,  from  our  draft,  we  could  not  cross 
until  high-water.  At  half-past  four  we  crossed 
the  bar,  with  about  a  foot  and  a  half  to  spare, 
and  soon  after  made  a  steamer  at  an  anchor — 
stood  directly  for  her,  and  directed  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Rutledge  to  strike  her  with  our 
prow.  When  quite  near  we  were  hailed:  "What 
steamer  is  that  ?  Drop  your  anchor,  or  you  will 
be  into  us."  He  was  informed  that  it  was  the 
confederate  steamer  Palmetto  State.  At  this  mo- 
ment we  struck  her  and  fired  the  seven-inch  gun 
into  her,  as  he  gave  an  order  to  firei  I  then  in- 
quired if  he  surrendered,  and  was  answered  in 


the  affirmative.  I  then  dh^ected  him  to  seed  i 
boat  aboard,  which  was  done.  After  some  deUj, 
Lieutenant  Commanding  Abbott  came  on  board, 
and  informed  me  that  the  vessel  was  the  United 
States  steamer  Mercedita,  Commander  SteUwa^^n, 
and  that  she  was  in  a  sinking  condition,  and  had 
a  crew  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-eighty  all  told, 
and  wished  to  he  relieved;  Diat  all  his  boats 
were  lowered  without  the  plugs,  being  in,  and 
were  full  of  water.  At  this  time  the  Chicon 
was  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  the  alarm  was 
given.  I  knew  our  only  opportunity  was  to  take 
the  enemy  unawares,  as  the  moment  he  was  mi- 
der  way,  firom  his  superior  speed,  we  could  not 
close  with  him.  I  then  directed  Lieutenant  Com- 
manding Rutledge,  to  require  from  Lieutenant 
Commanding  Abbott  his  word  of  honor  for  his 
commander,  officers  and  crew,  that  they  would 
not  serve  against  the  confederate  States  until 
regularly  exchanged,  when  he  was  directed  to 
return  with  his  boat  to  his  vessel  to  render  wbat 
assistance  he  could.  I  then  stood  to  the  north- 
ward and  eastward,  and  soon  after  made  aootfao' 
steamer  getting  under  way.  We  stood  for  her,  and 
fired  several  shot  at  her,  but  as  we  had  to  fight 
the  vessel  in  a  circle,  to  bring  the  different  guns 
to  bear,  she  was  soon  out  of  our  range.  In  this 
way  we  engaged  several  vessels,  they  keeping  at 
long-range,  and  steering  to  the  southward.  Jo^^ 
as  the  day  broke  we  made  a  large  steamer  (sup- 
posed to  be  the  Powhatan)  on  starboard  bow, 
with  another  steamer  in  company,  which  had  just 
got  under  way.  They  stood  to  the  sootiiward 
under  lull  steam,  and  opened  their  batteries  upon 
the  Chicora,  who  was  some  distance  astern  of 
us.  I  then  turned  and  stood  to  the  southward 
to  support  the  Chicora,  if  necessaiy,  but  the 
enemy  kept  on  his  course  to  the  southward  I 
then  made  signal  to  Commander  Tucker  to  come 
to  an  anchor,  and  led  the  way  to  the  entauce  of 
Beach  channel,  where  we  anchoM  at  forty-fiTe 
minutes  past  eight  a.m.,  and  had  to  remain  seven 
hours  for  the  tide,  as  the  vessels  cannot  cross  the 
bar  excepting  at  high-water. 

The  sea  was  perfectly  smooth,  as  mudi  so  as 
in  the  harbor ;  every  thing  was  most  &vorabk  ftor 
us,  and  gave  us  no  opportonity  to  test  the  sea 
qualities  of  the  boats.  The  engmes  worked  well, 
and  we  obtained  a  greater  speed  than  they  had 
ever  before  attained. 

I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms  of  the  con- 
duct of  Commander  Tucker  and  Lieutenant  Coa* 
mander  Rutledge ;  the  former  handled  his  vessel 
in  a  beautiful  manner,  and  did  the  enemy  m^ 
damage.    I  refer  you  to  his  official  report 

Lieutenant  Commanding  Rutledge  also  fought 
the  Palmetto  State  in  a  manner  highly  gratifjiBg 
to  me.  Every  officer  and  num  did  his  duty  Mj 
and  deserves  well  of  their  country. 

We  had  but  little  opportunity  of  trying  our 
vessels,  as  the  enemy  did  not  dose,  and  not  t 
single  shot  struck  either  vesseL 

I  am  highly  indebted  to  Commodore  Hartstene 
who  gallantly  volunteered  to  take  charge  of  three 
steamers,  with  fifty  soldiers  on  board,  iriM  ac- 
companied us  in  case  we  should  need  their  ser* 
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Tices;  but  they  could  not  get  over  the  bwr,  but 
joined  us  after  daylight  at  the  north  channel^  and 
rendered  us  their  assistance  in  getting  through 
the  channel,  which  is  very  narrow. 

Of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Gladden,  the  pilot  of 
the  Pilmetto  State,  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high 
terma.  He  was  perfectly  cool  under  the  great 
responsibility  he  had  in  taking  the  vessel  over  at 
night  with  so  great  a  draught,  and  during  the  action 
rendered  me  great  assistance  in  pointing  out  the 
ressels  as  we  approached  them  in  the  uncertain 
light 

I  send  the  reports  of  Commander  Tucker  and 
Lieutenant  Commander  Rutledge. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
sarant,  D.  N.  Inoraham, 

flag-Offloer  OomnMBding. 

Hon.  &  R.  Mallort, 

8(Cfttai7  of  Um  MaT7,  Richmond,  Va. 

UPORT  OF  OOBfHANDRR  TUCKER. 

CoBRDSBxn  Statm  Stsambi  Cbicoba,  ) 

January  81,  18d8.     f 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  your  order,  I  got  under 
w»y  at  hidf-past  eleven  p.m.  yesterday,  and  stood 
down  the  harbor,  in  company  with  the  confede- 
rate States  steamer  Pahnetto  State,  bearing  your 
flag.  We  crossed  the  bar  at  twenty  minutes  to 
five  A.M.,  and  commenced  the  action  at  twenty 
minates  past  five  a.m.,  by  firing  into  a  schooner- 
ngged  propeller,  which  we  set  on  fire,  and  have 
erery  reason  to  believe  sunk,  as  she  was  nowhere 
to  be  seen  at  daylight.  We  then  engaged  a  large 
nde-wheel  steamer,  twice  our  length  from  us,  on 
the  port  bow,  firing  three  shots  into  her,  with 
telling  effect,  when  she  made  a  run  for  it  This 
Tessel  was  supposed  to  be  the  Quaker  City.  We 
then  engaged  a  schooner-ngged  propeller  and  a 
hrge  side-wheel  steamer,  partially  crippling  both 
and  setting  the  latter  on  fire,  causing  her  to 
strike  her  flag^  at  this  lime  the  latter  vessel, 
supposed  to  be  the  Keystone  State,  was  com- 
pletely at  my  mercy,  I  having  a  raking  position 
astem,  distant  some  two  hundred  ywds.  I  at 
once  gave  the  order  to  cease  firing  upon  her,  and 
directed  Lieutenant  Bier,  First  Lieutenant  of  the 
Chicora,  to  man  a  boat  and  take  charge  of  the 
prize,  if  possible  to  save  her ;  if  that  was  not  pos- 
oble,  to  rescue  her  crew.  While  the  boat  was  in 
the  act  of  being  manned,  I  discovered  that  she 
wag  endeavoring  to  make  her  escape  by  working 
her  atarboard  wheel,  the  other  being  disabled. 
Her  colors  being  down,  I  at  once  started  in  pur- 
snit^  and  renewed  the  engagement.  Owing  to 
her  superior  steaming  qualities,  she  soon  widened 
the  distance  to  some  two  hundred  yards.  She 
then  hoisted  her  flag  and  conunenced  firing  her 
rifled  gun ;  her  commander,  by  this  faithless  act, 
placing  himself  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized  and 
honorable  wirfiure.  We  next  engaged  two  schoon- 
ers, one  brig,  and  one  bark-rigged  propeller ;  but, 
not  having  the  requisite  speed,  were  unable  to 
bring  them  to  close  quarters.  We  pursued  them 
six  or  seren  miles  seaward.  Durmg  the  latter 
part  of  the  combat,  I  was  engaged  at  long-range 
with  a  large  back-rigged  steam  sloop^f-war,  but 


in  spite  of  all  our  efforts  was  unable  to  bring  her 
to  close  quarters,  owing  to  her  superior  steaming 
qualities.  At  half-past  seven  a.m.,  in  obedience 
to  your  orders,  we  stood  in  shore,  leaving  the 
partially  crippled  and  fleeing  enemy  about  *^  seven 
miles  clear  of  the  bar,"  standing  to  the  south- 
ward and  eastward.  At  eight  a.m.,  in  obedience 
to  signal,  we  anchored  in  four  fathoms  water,  ont 
the  Beach  channel 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  testify  to  the  good  con- 
duct and  efficiency  of  the  officers  and  crew  of 
the  Chicora.  I  am  particularly  indebted  to  the 
pilots,  Messrs.  Payne  and  Aldert,  for  the  skilful 
pilotage  of  the  vessel.  It  gives  me  pleasure  to 
report  that  I  have  no  injuries  or  casualties. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  R.  Tucker, 

Commander  C.S.N. 

Flag-Officer  D.  N.  Tngraham,  C.S.N., 

Oommandlng  Station,  Charleston,  8.  0. 
THE   JOINT    PROCLAMATION. 

HBAOQUAKTimS  LlKD  AMI)  NaTAL  F0KCX8,  ) 

CHAaLXSTOH,  8.  C,  January  81.  f 

At  about  five  o*clock  this  morning  the  confed- 
erate States  naval  force  on  this  station  attacked 
the  United  States  blockading  fleet  off  the  harbor 
of  the  city  of  Charleston,  and  sunk,  dispersed,  or 
drove  off  and  out  of  sight  for  the  time  the  entire 
hostile  fleet 

Therefore  we,  the  undersigned,  commanders 
respectively  of  the  confederate  States  naval  and 
land  forces  in  this  quarter,  do  hereby  formally 
declare  the  blockade  by  the  United  States  of  the 
said  city  of  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  to  be 
raised  by  a  superior  force  of  the  confederate 
States  from  and  after  this  thirty-first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, A.D.  1863.  Q.  T.  Beauregard, 

Qeneral  Commanding. 

D.  X.  Inoraham, 

Flag-OfBcer  Commanding  Naval  Forces  In  Soilth-Cixolina. 

Official :  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  staff. 
SECRETARY  BENJABfIN'8  CIRCULAR. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  circular  address- 
ed by  Secretary  Benjamin  to  the  foreign  consuls 
in  the  Confederacy : 

Depabtmxmt  or  ^tatb,  Ricinco]n>,  Jan.  81, 1868. 

AfoTmeur  Bettaneourt,  Comular  Agent  of  France^ 

at  Wilmington^  2{.  G. : 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  President  of  the 
confederate  States  of  America  to  inform  you 
that  this  government  has  received  an  official  de- 
spatch from  Flag-Officer  Ingraham,  commanding 
the  naval  forces  of  the  Confederacy  on  the  coast 
of  South-Carolina,  stating  that  the  blockade  of 
the  harbor  of  Charleston  has  been  broken  by  the 
complete  dispersion  and  disappearance  of  the 
bloi^ding  squadron,  in  consequence  of  a  suc- 
cessful attack  made  on  it  by  the  iron-clad  steam- 
ers commanded  by  Flag-Officer  Ingraham.  Dur- 
ing this  attack  one  or  more  of  the  blockading 
vessels  were  sunk  or  burned. 

As  you  are  doubtless  aware  that,  by  the  law 
of  nations,  a  blockade,  when  thus  broken  by 
superior  force,  ceases  to  exist,  and  cannot  be 
subsequently  enforced  unless  established  de  novo 
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with  adequate  forces,  and  after  due  notice  to 
neutral  powers,  it  has  been  deemed  proper  to 
give  you  the  information  herein  contained  for  the 
guidance  of  such  vessels  of  your  nation  as  may 
choose  to  carry  on  commerce  with  the  now  open 
port  of  Charleston. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 
•  J.  P.  Benjamin, 

Secretary  of  State. 

DESPATCHES  FROM  REAR-ADMIRAL   DU  PONT. 

FLAO-SHir  Wababr,  ) 

PoKT  ROTAL  Habbok,  &  0.,  Veb.  11.  f 

Sir  :  In  my  previous  despatch,  No.  70,  written 
just  as  the  mail  was  closing,  I  informed  the  de- 
partment that  I  would  send  a  refutation,  in  official 
form,  of  the  statement  made  in  Generid  Beaure- 
gardes  proclamation  as  to  the  blockade  of  Charles- 
ton, published  in  the  Charleston  and  Savannah 
papers,  and  accompanied  by  assertions  made  with 
the  apparent  sanction  of  certain  foreign  function- 
aries. 

The  emphatic  letter  of  Captain  Turner  (No.  1,) 
the  clear  and  decided  statement  of  the  officers, 
(No.  2,)  which  he  forwards,  with  the  previous  in- 
quiries and  examination  of  the  log-books  made 
by  Captain  Godon,  of  the  Powhatan,  who  was 
the  senior  officer  present  previous  to  the  arrival 
6f  the  New  Ironsides,  and  whom  I  had  despatoh- 
ed  to  Charleston  the  day  of  the  raid,  leave  me 
nothing  to  add,  save  to  call  the  especial  attention 
of  the  department  to  the  facts  thus  elicited. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admlralf  Commanding  the  South- Atlantic  Squadron. 

To  the  Hon.  Gideon  W  elles, 

Seeretary  of  the  Navy. 

UHmD  Statu  Stiam  Fsioats  Niw  iRoxsiDn,     ) 
Orr  Chablbtom,  S.  C,  Feb.  10,  ISdS.  ) 

Sear-Admiral  Du  Pont,  Commanding  South- At- 
lantic Blockading  Squadron, 
Admiral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to  you 
a  certificate,  signed  by  all  the  commanding  offi- 
cers of  the  vessels  that  were  lying  off  Charleston 
bar  on  the  morning  of  the  attack  of  the  rams 
upon  the  squadron,  excepting  only  three,  one  of 
which  is  on  duty  at  a  distance,  and  the  other  two 
the  commanders  of  the  two  vessels  which  were 
sent  to  Port  Royal  to  repair  damages,  and  which 
were  the  only  two  which  were  injured,  notwith- 
standing the  report  of  the  enemy  in  the  Charles- 
ton papers,  as  the  result  of  the  engagement,  that 
two  vessels  were  sunk,  four  set  on  fire,  and  the 
remainder  driven  away. 

Your  personal  knowledge  of  these  gentlemen, 
and  your  entire  confidence  in  their  truth  and  up- 
rightness of  character,  will  give  to  their  state- 
ments the  force  that  is  necessary  to  refute  satis* 
fiictorily  and  effectually  that  which  has  been 
given  to  the  world  by  the  authorities  of  Charles- 
ton and  their  sympathizers,  as  to  the  facte  of  this 
engagement 

It  is  with  unaffected  pain  that  I  am  called  upon 
to  forward  a  document  reflecting  so  severely,  but 
justly,  upon  functionaries  holding  the  high  posi- 
tion of  consuls,  and,  one  of  them,  if  this  state- 
ment has  been  made  by  his  authority,  the  com- 


mander of  a  vessel  of  war  of  her  Britaonic  Ma- 
jesty. Nor  can  I  account  for  it  in  any  other  wij 
than  ite  being  a  premeditated  act  on  &ieir  part  to 
draw  up  a  report  that  would  prejudice  our  cause 
in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  or  mat  these  events 
were  seen  by  them  with  the  distorted  optics  of 
prdudiced  and  partisan  witnesses. 

The  facte  are  so  clear,  botii  as  to  the  cUsikkI- 
tion  of  the  blockading  squadron  during  the  daj 
succeeding  the  engagement,  and  as  to  theamooDt 
of  the  damage  done  our  vessels  in  it,  that  it»does 
not  admit  of  a  doubt  that  these  gentlemen  have 
given  the  seal  of  their  high  offices  to  this  Tersion 
of  the  affair,  which  could  not  have  been  by  aoj 
possibility,  either  by  inference  or  personal  obser- 
vation, forced  upon  their  convictions  as  truth. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  serraot, 

T-  TuucR, 

OH»tafn  United  Stalee  steamer  Mew  IroaddHL 

Orr  Obaslbtgv,  Kb.  10, 190, 
We,  the  undersigned,  officers  commandmg  the 
various  vessels  of  the  blockading  squadron  off 
Charleston,  have  seen  the  proclamation  of  Gen. 
Beauregard  and  Commodore  Ingraham,  herewith 
appended,  as  also  the  resulte  of  a  so-called  en- 
gagement, namely,  two  vessels  sunk,  four  set  on 
fire,  and  the  remainder  driven  away,  and  also  a 
stetement  tiiat  the  British  Consul  and  the  com- 
mander of  the  British  war  steamer  Petrel  had 
personally  gone  five  miles  beyond  the  usual  an- 
chorage of  the  blockade,  and  could  see  nothing 
of  them  with  their  glasses. 

We  deem  it  our  duty  to  stete  that  the  so-called 
resulte  are  false  in  every  particular.  No  Tessels 
were  sunk.  No  vessels  were  set  on  fire  serious- 
ly. Two  vessels  alone  are  injured  of  consequence. 
The  Mercedite  had  her  boiler  exploded  by  a  shell 
from  the  only  gun  fired  at  her,  when  surprised 
by  an  attack  at  night;  a  thick  haze  was  prerail- 
ing.  The  Keystone  Stete  also  had  her  steam- 
chest  injured  at  the  moment  of  attonpting  to 
run  down  one  of  the  rams.  The  Keystone  State 
was  at  once  assisted  by  the  Memphis,  which  les- 
sel  exchanged  shote  with  the  iron  ram  as  she  was 
withdrawing  toward  the  bar,  after  firing  at  tlie 
Keystone  State,  as  did  also  tiie  Quaker  City. 
So  hasty  was  the  retreat  of  tiie  rams,  that  al- 
though they  may  have  perceived  that  the  Key* 
stone  Stete  had  received  serious  damage,  no  at- 
tempt was  even  made  to  approach  her. 

The  Stettin  and  Ottewa,  at  the  extreme  end  d 
the  line,  did  not  get  under  way  finom  their  pos^ 
tions  till  after  the  firing  had  ceased,  and  the  Stet- 
tin merely  saw  the  black  smoke  as  the  rams  di^ 
appeared.  The  Flag  was  alongside  the  Merccdita 
after,  it  seems,  she  had  yielded  to  the  ram,  fxtf- 
posing  herself  sinking.  The  rams  withdrew 
hastily  toward  the  harbor,  and  on  their  way 
were  fired  at  by  the  Hoosat^mic  and  August 
until  both  had  got  beyond  the  reach  of  their  guns. 
They  anchored  under  the  protection  of  tb«tf 
forte  and  remained  theie.  No  vessel,  iron-clad 
or  other,  passed  out  over  the  bar  after  the  return 

of  the  rams  inshore. 
The  UnadiUa  was  not  aware  of  the  attack  on- 
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in  the  Hoasatonic  commenced  firing,  when  she 
mored  out  toward  that  vessel  from  her  anchor- 
age. The  Housatonic  was  never  beyond  the 
usual  fine  of  the  blockade.  The  Quaker  City, 
in  the  forenoon,  picked  up  her  anchor,  which  she 
had  slipped,  to  repair  to  the  point  of  firing.  The 
Flag  communicated  with  the  senior  officer  on 
boaird  the  Housatonic  that  forenoon,  soon  after 
the  firing  ended,  and  the  blockade  continued  as 
before.  No  yessel  ran  in  or  out  of  the  port  that 
day,  nor  was  any  attempt  made  to  run  the  block- 
ade. The  Keystone  State  was  necessarily  order- 
ed to  Port  Royal  for  repairs.  The  Unadilla  re- 
turned to  her  usual  anchorage  after  communicat- 
iDg  with  the  senior  officer,  where  she  remained 
during  the  day. 

Two  small  tug-boats  remained  apparently  in  at- 
t<3idu)ce  on  the  rams,  under  cover  of  Forts  Moul- 
trie and  Beauregard. 

The  prize  steamer  Princess  Royal,  which  had 
been  alongside  the  Housatonic^  was  despatched  to 
Port  Royal  one  hour  and  a  half  after  the  rams 
had  retired  to  the  cover  of  the  batteries,  and  the 
firing  had  ceased,  or  about  half-past  nine  a.m. 
These  are  the  facts,  and  we  do  not  hesitate  to 
state  that  no  vessel  did  come  out  beyond  the  bar 
after  the  return  of  the  rams,  at  between  seven 
and  eight  A,jf.,  to  the  cover  of  the  forts. 

We  believe  the  statement  that  any  vessel  came 
anywhere  near  the  usual  anchorage  of  any  of 
the  blockaders,  or  up  to  the  bar,  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  rams,  to  be  deliberately  and  know- 
ingly fidse.  If  the  statement  from  the  papers, 
as  now  before  us,  has  the  sanction  of  the  Petrel 
and  the  foreign  consuls,  we  can  only  deplore 
that  foreign  officers  can  lend  their  official  posi- 
tions to  £e  spreading  before  the  world,  for  un- 
worthy objects,  untruths  patent  to  every  officer 
of  the  squadron. 

Wm.  Rogers  Taylor, 

Commandlog  United  StAtes  StMtmer  HouMtonic. 

J.  H.  Stkono, 

OMumftDding  United  States  Steamer  Flag. 

Jas.  Mad.  Frailet, 
CMBmandlng  United  States  Steamer  QuaJcer  City. 

E.  G.  Parrott, 

Gommandlng  United  States  Steamer  Augusta. 

P.  Q.  Watmough, 

Ccanmandlng  United  States  Steamer  Memphis. 

C.  J.  Van  Alstinb, 

Oommandlng  Ui^ted  States  Steamer  StetUn. 
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HusooAsms  Ohs  HntDBco  avd  SKmrrr-fliXTH  Rmt., 

PnniBTLTAHIA  MtUTIA, 

8r.  HcLnA  Iblamo,  S.  0.,  Vebruarj  81, 1868. 

Sir:  Having  seen  a  proclamation  issued  by  Gen. 
Beauregard  and  Commodore  Ingraham,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  upon  the  morning  of  the  thirty-first  ult, 
they  had,  by  force  of  arms,  succeeded  in  dispers- 
ing the  blockading  fleet  which  was  lying  off 
Charleston  harbor,  and  also  a  statement  purport- 
ing to  have  come  from  the  English  Consul  at  that 
port,  and  the  commanding  officer  of  the  English 
man-of-war  Petrel,  that  they  had  gone  out  to  a 
point  five  miles  beyond  the  usual  anchorage  of 
^e  blockading  fleet^  and  that  not  a  single  vessel 
could  be  seen,  even  with  the  aid  of  powerful  glass- 
^  and  that  consequently  the  blockade  had  been 


most  effectually  raised ;  and  knowing,  as  we  do, 
the  above  statement  to  be  utterly  false  in  every 
particular,  we  feel  constrained  to  tender  our  evi- 
dence, as  corroborative  of  that  already  furnished. 

On  the  evening  of  January  twenty-ninth,  the 
One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth  raiment  Penn- 
sylvania militia  (with  which  we  are  connected) 
left  Morehead  City,  N.  C,  on  board  the  steamer. 
Cossack,  destined  for  Port  Royal.  Upon  the 
morning  of  the  thirty-first,  when  nigh  Charles- 
ton, we  could  hear  firing  distinctly.  Upon  our 
arrival  off  the  harbor,  which  was  at  about  half- 
past  eight  in  the  morning,  we  found  lying  there 
the  blockadmg  squadron,  some  of  which  were  at 
anchor,  and  also  the  prize  steamer  Princess  Royal 
The  distance  from  land  at  which  they  were  was 
estimated  to  be  from  four  to  five  miles,  and  al- 
though the  morning  was  somewhat  hazy,  yet  the 
land  could  be  plainly  seen  on  each  side  of  the 
harbor.  Vessels  also  could  be  descried  in  the 
inlets,  and  by  the  aid  of  a  glass,  a  fort,  said  to 
have  been  Fort  Sumter,  was  visible.  We  were 
right  in  the  midst  of  the  fleet ;  indeed,  so  near 
as  to  be  able  to  carry  on  a  conversation  with  the 
Housatonic,  and  were  boarded  by  officers  from  it 
and  the  Quaker  City.  We  remained  there  until 
about  nine  o^clock,  and  shortly  after,  we  depart- 
ed.    The  Princess  Royal  followed. 

Being  thus  near  the  scene  of  the  engagement, 
and  so  soon  after  it  came  ofi^  we  do  not  hesitate 
in  the  least  to  pronounce  the  statement  that  the 
blockade  was  raised,  not  only  abaurd^  but  ut- 
terly and  wilfully  false  in  all  particulars.  And 
the  statement  of  the  English  Consul,  and  the 
commander  of  the  Petrel,  that  the  squadron 
could  not  be  seen,  even  with  the  aid  of  pow- 
erful glasses,  is  one  equally  false,  and  one  that 
impels  us  to  conclude  that  it  would  require  a 
powerful  glass  truly  to  be  able  to  discover  one 
particle  of  truth  or  honesty  in  the  composition 
of  these  gefUlemen,  The  entire  regiment  can 
substantiate  the  above  facts,  and  bum  with  in- 
dignation that  individuals  occupying  high  sta- 
tions, as  they  do,  should  resort  to  such  base  fab- 
rications to  prop  up  a  failing  cause. 
We  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be 

Your  most  obedient  servants, 
A.  A.  Lechler, 

CoL  Gom^g  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth 

Regiment  Pennsylvania  MlUtla. 

W.  F.  FUNDENBERO, 
ftargeon  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-«lxth  Regt  Pa.  MIL 

Newberry, 

Oaptaln  Steamship  Cossack. 

To  Rear-Admfral  S.  F.  Dir  Pont, 

Commanding  South^AUantic  Blockading  Squadron. 

CHARLESTON    "COURIER**   ACCOUNT. 

CBABunroH,  February  2,  186S. 

The  countenances  of  the  dwellers  in  our  ancient 
city  have  not  beamed  with  so  bright  a  light  as 
they  did  on  Saturday  morning,  since  the  joyous 
news  was  passed  from  mouth  that  Major  Ander- 
son had  struck  his  flag,  and  Fort  Sumter  had 
yielded  to  General  Beauregard.  We  annex  the  ac- 
count of  an  eye-witness : 

At  eleven  o^ clock,  Friday  night|  the  gunboat 
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Palmetto  State,  Capt  Russell,  bearing  the  flag  of 
Commodore  Duncan  N.  Ingraham,  left  her  moor- 
ings, and  proceeded  out  the  harbor  toward  Fort 
Sumter.  Abreast  of  Fort  Sumter,  passed  the 
three  steamers  acting  as  tenders — the  General 
Clinch,  Etiwan,  and  Chesterfield.  At  half-past 
four  A.M.,  the  Palmetto  State  crossed  the  bar,  and 
stood  out  at  sea,  in  the  direction  of  the  blockad- 
ing fleet  At  twenty  minutes  past  five  a.m.,  we 
came  up  to  the  United  States  steamer  Mercedita, 
and  was  hailed  by  the  watch  on  deck,  when  the 
following  colloquy  took  place :  • 

Watch. — "What  steamer  is  that?  Drop  your 
anchor — back — back — ^and  be  careful,  or  you  will 
run  into  us  I " 

Captain  Rutledge.  —  "  This  is  the  confederate 
States  steamer  Palmetto  State  I  ^' 

As  the  answer  was  given,  the  Palmetto  State, 
with  full  steam  up,  ran  into  the  Meroedita,  her 
bow  striking  her  right  about  midships,  and  mak- 
ing an  entrance  of  about  three  feet  At  the  same 
time,  our  bow-gun  fired  with  a  seven-inch  incen- 
diary shell.  We  immediately  backed  out,  when 
the  Mercedita  hauled  down  her  flag.  They  were 
ordered  to  send  a  boat  to  ns,  and  Lieut.  T.  Ab- 
bott Commanding,  came  .ofi^  with  a  boat^s  crew, 
and  surrendered  his  vessel  in  the  naifte  of  Com- 
modore Stellwagen,  of  the  Mercedita,  carrying 
seven  guns  and  one  hundred  and  fifty-eight  men. 
He  stated  that  his  vessel  was  in  a  sinking  condi- 
tion, and  begged  our  officers  to  relieve  them.  A 
shot  had  pierced 'her  boiler,  which  had  burst  and 
scalded  a  large  number  of  men.  Lieut  Abbott 
begged  Commodore  Ingraham  to  take  the  men 
with  him  on  board  the  Palmetto  State,  as  in  their 
haste  to  come  to  us  they  had  neglected  to  put  in 
the  plug,  and  their  small  boat  was  only  kept 
afloat  by  the  strenuous  exertions  of  the  men  bail- 
ing the  boat  He  also  stated  that  the  water  in 
the  Mercedita  had,  at  the  time  of  his  leaving,  al- 
ready risen  as  high  as  the  engine-floor. 

Commodore  Ingraham  regretted  that  he  could 
not  comply  with  the  request,  as  he  had  no  room 
to  accommodate  them  aboard  of  his  vessels,  and 
no  small  boats  or  any  other  means  of  affording 
them  relief.  Lieut  Abbott  then  pledged  his  word 
and  honor,  for  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  Merce- 
dita, not  to  serve  in  any  manner  against  the  con- 
federate States,  until  regularly  exchanged.  Upon 
which  condition,  he  was  sent  on  board  his  own 
vessel.  The  Mercedita  was  taken  completely  by 
surprise.  They  were  roused  from  their  slumbers 
by  the  shock,  the  men  not  having  scarcely  time 
to  dress  themselves.  Lieut  Abbott,  and  the  men 
with  him,  were  entirely  destitute  of  clothing. 

The  Palmetto  State,  leaving  the  Mercedita  to 
her  fate,  stood  out  to  sea,  and  engaged  several 
other  vessels  of  the  abolition  blockading  fleet,  oc- 
casionally exchanging  shots.  The  latter,  however, 
fled  at  our  approach,  tiring  at  long  distances,  and 
leaving  us  far  astern.  One  or  two  shots  were  ex- 
changed with  the  United  States  frigate  Powhatan. 
The  latter,  however,  followed  the  example  of  her 
companions,  and  fled.  We  then  stood  northward, 
toward  the  Chicora,  which  at  this  time  was  al- 
most surrounded  by  the  enemy's  vessels.     At 


eight  A.M.,  there  being  no  more  of  the  aboKtioa 
fleet  in  sight,  we  stood  back  to  the  entrance  <rf 
Beach  channels,  having  signjUled  the  Chicora  to 
return.  On  passing,  we  were  saluted  by  Forts 
Moultrie,  Sumter,  and  Ripley,  and  arrived  at  the 
wharf^  in  the  city,  a  little  before'  six  p.m. 

The  Chicora,  Captain  John  R.  Turner,  started 
from  her  wharf  at  half-past  eleven  o'clock,  Fri- 
day night,  and  crossed  tiie  bar  at  half-past  four 
A.M.  We  commenced  action  at  five  minutes  past 
flve.  The  Palmetto  State  engaged  an  abolition 
vessel  on  the  right,  while  we  engaged  tJie  one  on 
the  left.  As  we  passed  the  blockader  on  tiie 
right,  the  Palmetto  State  was  lying  alongside  of 
her.  Keeping  on  our  course,  we  proceeded  to 
within  fifty  yards  of  the  vessel  on  the  left,  and 
then  gave  her  a  shot  f^om  our  bow-gun— -the 
blockader  at  the  time  being  under  full  headwiv. 
We  rounded  to,  and  gave  her  tiie  full  benefit  of 
our  broadside  guns  and  after-gan.  She  imme- 
diately rang  her  bell  for  fire,  and  made  signaL^ 
of  distress  to  the  rest  of  the  fleet  The  last  seen 
of  her,  by  Signal-Officer  Saunders,  she  was  stem 
down,  very  low  in  the  water,  and  disappeared  yciy 
suddenly.  This  vessel  is  supposed  to  hare  gone 
down.  Notwithstanding  the  Chicora  immedinte- 
ly  steiuned  toward  her,  nothing  could  be  discov- 
ered of  the  vessel. 

The  Chicora,  proceeding  further  out  to  Rs, 
stood  northward  and  eastward,  and  met  tiro  ns- 
sels,  apparently  coming  to  the  relief  of  iht  miss- 
ing steamer.  We  eng^ed  them.  One  of  them, 
after  firing  a  few  guns,  vrithdrew.  Standing  to 
the  northward,  about  daybreak,  we  steamed  up 
to  a  small  side-wheel,  two-masted  steamer,  and 
endeavored  to  come  up  to  dose  quarters.  She 
kept  clear  of  us,  driving  away  as  rapidly  as  pos- 
sible; not,  however,  without  recdvtng  our  com- 
pliments, and  carrying  with  her  four  or  five  of 
our  shots.  Shortly  after,  the  steamship  Quaker 
City,  and  another  side- wheel  steamer,  came  gal- 
lantly bearing  down  upon  the  Chicora,  and  com- 
menced firing  at  long-range. 

Neither  would  permit  our  boat  to  get  vithin  a 
respectable  distance.  Two  of  our  snots  struck 
the  Quaker  City,  and  she  lefb^  apparently  perfect- 
ly satisfied,  in  a  crippled  condition.  Another  side- 
wheel,  two-masted  steamer,  with  walking-beami 
now  steamed  toward  the  Chioora,  coming  dovn 
on  our  stem.  Captain  Tucker  percdving  i^  ▼* 
rounded  to,  and  proceeded  until  vrithin  about  five 
hundred  yards,  when  the  belligerent  steamer  ako 
rounded  to,  and  gave  us  both  broadsides,  and  a 
shot  from  her  pivot-gun.  We  fired  our  forwird 
pivot-gun  with  an  incen<^ary  shell,  and  stni 'k 
her  just  forward  of  her  wheel-house,  setting  he: 
on  fire,  disabling  and  stopping  her  port  whe?l 
This  vessel  was  fired  both  fore  and  aft,  and  v»^I- 
umes  of  smoke  observed  to  issue  from  e^ert 
aperture.  As  we  neared  her,  she  hauled  do^ii 
her  flag,  and  made  a  signal  of  surrender,  but  «tiji 
kept  under  way,  with  ncr  starboard  wheel  and 
changed  her  direction.  This  was  just  after  div 
break.  We  succeeded  in  catching  this  Te^<<.i 
but  having  surrendered,  and  the  Captain  suppos- 
ing her  lK>ilers  struck,  and  the  esca{Hng  siteam 
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prerenting  the  eDgineera  from  going  into  the  en- 
gine>rooin  to  stop  her,  ordered  us  not  to  fire. 
She  thus  nude  her  escape.  After  this  vessel  had 
got  out  of  our  reach,  to  the  perfectly  safe  distance 
of  about  three  miles,  she  fired  her  last  rifled  eun, 
a^n  hoisted  her  flag,  and  setting  all  sails,  fired 
her  rifled  gun  repeatedly  at  us  as  she  left. 

The  Ghicora  now  engaged  six  or  more  of  the 
enemj^s  vessels,  at  one  time — three  side-wheel 
steamers  and  three  propellers — all  at  long-range. 
Discovering  Uiat  the  flag-boat  had  ceased  firing, 
and  was  standing  inshore,  orders  were  given  to 
follow  her.  On  our  return,  we  again  came  across 
a  three-masted,  bark-rigged  vessel,  which  we  en- 
gaged, firing  ourguns  as  we  passed,  striking  her 
ODce  or  twice.  We  then  kept  on  our  course  to 
the  bar,  having  sustained  no  damage  in  the  ac- 
tion, nor  a  single  casualty  on  boand.  The  last 
ship  mentioned  above,  kept  firing  at  us  until  we 
got  out  of  range,  and  we  giving  them  our  return 
compliments.  One  of  the  blocluiders  was  certain- 
ly sunk.  We  engaged  hor  at  the  distance  of  only 
one  hundred  yaiSs,  and  she  settled  down  with 
her  stem  dear  under  water. 

The  Chioora  anchored  in  Beach  channel,  at 
half-past  eight  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  her  wharf^  in 
the  city,  about  six  o^clock,  receiving  a  salute  from 
ftU  the  forts  and  batteries  as  she  passed  on  her 
retom. 


Doc.  117. 
nGHT   AT   MINGO    SWAMP,  MO. 

MISSOURI  ** DEMOCRAT"  ACCOUNT. 

8r.  Loun,  WAnmrj  19,  IMS. 

On  the  morning  of  the  second  of  February,  de- 
tachments from  seven  companies  of  the  Twelfth 
were  ordered  to  form  a  junction  at  Dallas,  Mis- 
Mori,  on  the  night  of  the  second  instant,  which 
vas  done  by  nine  p.m.  During  the  night  small 
parties  scoured  the  country  south  and  west,  as 
low  down  as  Castor,  which  it  was  found  impos- 
sible to  ford  just  then.  In  the  course  of  the 
morning  our  parties  came  in  with  a  number  of 
prisoners,  and  twenty  saddles  that  had  been 
concealed  in  the  woods  by  the  rebels.  Being 
somewhat  decayed,  they  were  burned.  At  eight 
AM.  on  the  morning  of  the  third  instant,  Major 
Uwlcr  having  learned  that  the  enemy  were  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Big  Mingo,  gave  the  order 
to  fall  in,  determined  by  a  forced  march  to  sur* 
prise  the  rebels.  When  six  mjles  from  the  ford, 
at  Holling's  Mill,  Adjutant  Macklind  was  ordered 
f'lniard,  with  twelve  men,  to  try  the  ford  and  to 
'-onirc  any  parties  in  the  vicinity.  Wishing  to 
s'H*  the  result,  I  joined  the  party.  A  sharp  gallop 
^n  brought  us  to  the  ford,  when  on  the  oppo- 
"iite  bank  at  the  mill  we  discovered  a  few  men 
nountmg  their  horses.  They  were  ordered  to 
hah  under  the  range  of  our  rifles,  and  the  Adju- 
^ni  6x)6sed  in  a  canoe  with  a  few  men,  and 
I'^cured  the  prisoners,  gaining  from  them  exact 
information  as  to  the  position  of  the  rebels.  A 
hrief  examination  decided  *the  ford  practicable. 
A  messenger  was'  despatched  to  Major  Reeder, 


and  in  a  short  time  the  head  of  our  column  was 
in  sight  The  crossing  was  soon  effected  without 
serious  accident  It  being  impossible  to  bring 
wagons  through  the  stream,  they  were  ordered 
bade  to  Jackson,  and  preparations  made  for  a 
rapid  movement  on  the  stronghold  of  the  rebels, 
under  the  immediate  command  of  the  notorious 
guerrilla  chief  Dan  McGee,  said  to  number  sixty 
men,  stationed,  as  they  supposed,  in  an  impene- 
trable swamp  to  any  thing  in  the  shape  of  cavid- 
ly.  The  crossing  being  effected,  the  Major  called 
for  volunteers  and  the  best  horses.  Sixty  men 
responded  with  alacrity.  Fours  right  I  trot — ^for- 
ward! and  away  we  went,  the  remaining  force 
being  ordered  to  join  us  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
On  we  went  for  eight  miles  over  a  contemptible 
"  apology"  for  a  road,  when  the  guide  announced 
the  vicinity  of  Sim.  Cato^s,  the  neadquarters  of 
the  guerrillas.  The  conunand,  **  Draw  pistols — 
prepare  to  chaise  1"  passed  along  the  line.  In  a 
moment  all  were  ready,  when  a  sudden  turn  in 
the  road  discovered  to  Major  Reeder,  Macklind, 
and  Lieutenant  Chaveaux,  in  the  advance,  the 
presence  of  the  enemy  at  a  few  hundred  yards 
distance.  *^ Charge!"  rang  sharp  and  clear  on 
the  winter  air,  and  we  were  upon  them.  They 
grasped  their  arms  in  vain — in  vain  they  sought 
to  mount  their  horses.  Our  men  were  among 
them  dealing  death ;  they  were  completely  sur- 
prised ;  a  brief  struggle,  and  the  forest  was  again 
quiet ;  the  sharp  report  of  the  pistol  and  carbine 
had  ceased.  McGee  and  eight  of  his  men  were 
killed  and  twenty  wounded— all  but  four  too  seri- 
ously to  be  removed.  Leaving  the  dead  and 
wounded  to  the  neighborhood,  and  being  now 
joined  by  the  remainder  of  the  command,  we 
pushed  forward  to  Bloomfield.  Our  road  lay 
through  the  Big  Mingo  Swamp.  Night  was  gath- 
ering around,  and  a  drifting  snow-storm  swept 
in  wild  eddies  through  the  deep  forest — blinding 
horse  and  rider— ever  and  anon  down  went  some 
luckless  trooper  through  the  treacherous  crust  of 
the  Mingo ;  thus  for  three  weary  hours  the  little 
column  struggled  through  snow,  ice,  mud,  and 
tangled  underbrush,  vines  and  creepers  stooped 
from  the  branches  overhead,  and  chucked  you 
under  the  chin,  or  doffed  your  cap  "sans"  cere- 
mony— your  cap  gone,  it  was  a  bootless  task  to 
think  oven  of  again  possessing  it ;  still  on,  on  we 
went,  plash,  plash,  curses  low  but  deep  might  be 
heard,  as  some  half-blinded  trooper  lodged  against 
a  sapling,  or  in  a  grape-vine  across  the  path ;  all 
else  was  silent ;  the  troopers  and  their  snow-cov- 
ered garments  and  horses  looked  like  great  phan- 
toms making  their  nocturnal  grand  rounds ;  anon 
a  wild  hog,  startled  from  his  htir,  would  rush  by 
with  a  snort,  and  all  again  be  quiet  save  the  plash, 
plash  of  many  feet  At  last  the  joyful  sound  of 
**  The  swamp  is  crossed !"  ran  along  the  lines ;  a 
twinkling  light  in  the  distance  assured  us  that 
we  belonged  yet  to  the  upper  world.  A  few 
minutes  brought  us  to  the  house  of  a  good  Union 
man — ^a  curiosity  in  these  parts — where  the  troop- 
ers shook  the  snow  from  their  great-coats,  and 
fed  their  horses,  a  halt  for  an  hour  being  or- 
dered,  while  your  correspondent  sought  the  cheer- 
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ful  face  of  a  blazing  fire,  in  an  ample  chimney. 
The  good  dame  soon  prepared  a  snack,  the  first 
we  had  tasted  since  morning.  This  was  soon 
despatched — to  horse  sounded.  Brushing  the 
snow  hastily  from  their  saddles,  the  troop  mount- 
ed, and  we  moved  on  through  the  darkness,  to 
Bloomfield,  yet  fifteen  miles  distant  The  snow 
still  came  down  in  great  white  flakes.  Three 
hours  brought  us  to  the  once  charming  capital 
of  Stoddard  County.  The  column  closed  up  and 
iho  order  to  charge  into  the  town  was  given,  and 
right  gallantly  was  the  charge  made — a  few  min- 
utes and  every  road  was  secured  and  house  under 
our  command.  The  report  that  a  force  of  three 
hundred  of  the  rebels  proved  &lse — they  having 
fell  back  to  Chalk  Bluffs  some  days  previous; 
the  rebel  Provost-Marshal,  one  Sickle,  from  New- 
York,  having  fled  with  the  rest  Bloomfield,  once 
a  flourishing  town,  presents  a  dreary  and  desert- 
ed appearance,  its  rebel  proclivities  have  left  the 
mark  of  Cain  upon  its  once  fair  face. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  instant^  took  up 
our  line  of  march  for  Jackson,  where  the  com- 
mand arrived  in  safety,  having  accomplished  a 
distance  of  two  hundred  miles  in  three  days,  and 
completely  defeated  a  gang  of  desperadoes  that 
have  been  a  terror  to  South-east  Missouri  from 
the  beginning  of  the  war. 

The  ofiicers  and  men  behaved  throughout  with 
credit  te  themselves  and  the  army.  Major  Reed- 
er,  Adjutant  Macklind,  W.  Pape,  Lieut  Cfhaveauz, 
and  Capt  Bangs,  deserve  especial  notice  for  their 
coolness  and  efficiency.  I  shall  long  remember 
the  ''eallanf'  Majorca  ''Close  up!  close  up!'* 
through  that  dreary  night  march  ;  and  the  many 
courtesies  shown  me  by  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  command,  not  forgetting  their  gallant  and 
efficient  commander,  Lieut -Colonel  B.  F.  Lazear. 

H. 
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ATTACK  ON   FORT   DONELSON,  TENN. 

COLONEL   HA&DING*8   LETTER 

FoBT  DonLBOV,  Febnuury  4, 1868. 

Dear  Sir  :  On  the  third,  while  sitting  down  to 
dinner,  messengers  reported  that  Major-Qeneral 
Wheeler,  Brig. -General  Wharton,  CoL  Forrest,  and 
five  thousand  or  six  thousand  men,  with  ten  or 
twelve  cannon,  were  only  two  miles  away,  and 
marching  on  Donelson.  I  telegraphed  Colonel 
Lowe,  who  replied,  inquiring  for  further  and  more 
definite  information,  and  that  he  would  get  ready 
to  relieve  us.  Two  steamers  were  lying  at  the 
landing,  but  no  gunboats.  We  had  but  six  hun- 
dred men  fit  for  duty  of  the  Eighty-third  Illinois. 
Our  battery  of  four  guns  in  hands  of  the  Lieuten- 
ant, Capt  Woodbury  being  absent  Capt  Ham- 
rick  and  his  fine  company  were  gone  to  guard  a 
boat  to  Nashville.  Our  cavalry  had  been  sent, 
four  hours  before,  to  reconnoitre,  but  had  not  re- 
turned. They  were  captured,  except  four,  who 
returned  after  the  fight  I  despatched  to  Colonel 
Lowe,  but  the  operator  replied :  V  Line  has  gone 
up.**    Sent  throe  mounted  men,  with  each  a  mes- 


sage, to  make  wide  detour  and  reach  Fort  Henry. 
Ordered  steamboats  to  take  on  the  women  and 
leave— one  of  them,  the  Wild  Cat,  to  hasten  down 
the  river  and  hurry  up  a  gunboat,  to  leare  her 
barges,  etc  Sent  Capt  McClanahanuptheriTer 
to  skirmish  with  the  approaching  enemy. 

They  deployed,  and  out  half  a  mile  out  met  the 
enemy.  They  continued  to  fire  on  the  enemy, 
and  slowly  fell  inward.  Company  A,  Ci^toin 
Reed,  vrith  same  orders,  upon  the  road  leading 
south.  Placed  our  guns,  with  infantry  supports, 
and  fixed  my  line  oi  battle  at  the  right  pUce,  is 
the  result  proved.  I  had  no  sooner  decided  upon 
my  plan  of  fight  than  a  large  white  flag  was  seen 
on  the  enemy*  s  left  wing  up  the  river.  I  sent  or- 
ders not  to  fldlow  it  to  come  within  oar  lines,  bat 
their  message  was  brought  me.  Myrepljwasin 
writing,  that  I  declined  to  surrender,  and  accept- 
ed the  consequences,  with  compliments,  etc.  In 
the  mean  time,  as  they  continued  to  move  up  their 
right  wing,  that  part  of  our  line  being  protected 
by  two  guns  and  two  companies,  one  of  which 
was  company  C  of  our  infantry,  I  sent  Lieut-CoL 
Smith  there — ^the  point  is  at  the  graveyard'-^o 
maintain  that  positioiL  He  commenced  firing; 
the  foe  then  halted  in  that  direction,  and  wewiitr 
ed  for  them  to  get  our  answer.  There  they  open- 
ed at  first  with  six  guns,  and  then  with  two  mon. 
We  replied  with  our  thirty-two-pound  gmi  and 
four  brass  guns,  bearing  upon  the  points  of  the 
enemy*s  line.  I  called  in  my  skirmishers  and  pat 
them  on  our  line  of  defence,  which  was  in  the  form 
of  a  crescent,  one  flank  on  the  river  and  the  other 
held  by  company  A,  Captain  Reed,  at  the  brick 
building  near  his  intrenchments. 

I  began,  hoping  to  give  you  a  full  account,  but 
have,  to  this  time,  stopped  and  reccmimenced 
eight  or  ten  times,  and  so  I  think  I  ?rill  smj  that 
the  enemy  were  stronger  than  we  at  first  suppos- 
ed ;  that  they  fought  us  from  noon  until  half-past 
seven  o*clock  p.m.,  and  then  sent  in  another  fla^ 
of  truce,  which  verbally  demanded  a  surrender; 
that  they  had  not  brought  into  action  half  their 
force,  and  that  we  had  done  more  already  than 
brave  men  were  required  to  do.  I  thanked  Major 
Buford,  who  brought  the  message,  and  told  him  1 
declined  to  accede  to  his  courteous  demand ;  that 
I  entertained  no  idea  of  yielding ;  thai  mj  force 
was  not  exhausted,  and  that  I  £kI  not,  by  thjt>e 
fourths,  the  strength  I  had  ready  to  meet  them 
yet  engaged,  (I  referred  to  the  gunboats,  which  1 
had  looked  for  every  moment  of  the  preceding 
two  hours;  and  to  troops  from  CoL  Lowa)  This 
ended  the  parley. 

The  enemy,  idthough  it  was  an  hour  and  a  half 
after  sundown,  bmn  to  re-form  their  army  for 
another  struggle,  f  put  my  men  in  a  square  within 
some  low  rifle-pita,  and  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
cool  determination,  and  in  ominous  quiet,  awaitt^d 
their  approach.  A  distant  gun,  far  down  tlte 
river,  gave  hopes  of  our  gunboats,  and  anon,  in 
the  rear  of  our  position,  stalked  black  and  grave- 
looking  Lexington.  Up  went  the  cheers  of  the 
Eighty-third  and  of  our  brave  battery  boys,  whose 
guns  were  silenced  two  hours  before  and  one  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.    Quickly  I  ordered  Lieut- 
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CoL  Smith  on  board  to  point  out  the  foe  to  our 
ittTal  friend,  and  very  soon  had  the  grim  satisfac- 
tion of  witnessing  the  facts  that  make  our  gun- 
boats terrible.  To  me  I  never  heard  sweeter 
music  Although  her  shells  were  thrown  over  us 
ia  the  foe,  yet  were  we  quiet  as  children  in  the 
cradle,  confident  that  our  kind  nurse  would  not 
harm  us.  Her  guns  roared  like  thunder,  and  the 
shells  fell  like  rain  into  the  frightened  and  fleeing 
masses  in  the  ravines  and  valleys  before  us.  The 
Post  rocked  almost  from  the  concussion,  when 
five  of  her  gloomy  brothers  arrived  and  chimed  in. 

Durine  the  battle  I  felt  no  fears,  but  was  con- 
scious of  great  danger;  was  frequently  urged  to 
stay  out  of  harm's  way,  etc  I  took  my  chances, 
and  in  the  last  charge  upon  the  enemy's  right 
wing,  which  had  passed  our  left  and  threatened 
tlie  rear  of  our  right,  I,  with  the  brave  Capt  Gib- 
soTi,  led  the  charge,  with  wearied  and  some  reluc- 
Unt  soldiers,  to  victory.  Here  we  took  forty-two 
prisoners,  and  routed  many  more. 

Captain  Gibson  was  shot  in  both  hands.  One 
only  of  our  boys  was  killed,  but  many  wounded. 

Our  losses  are  sixteen  killed  and  sixty  wound- 
el  The  rebel  killed  is  full  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
and  their  wounded  four  hundred.  We  took  one 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners,  and  lost  about  fifty. 

I  can't  tell  you  all,  but  must  say  that  Quarter- 
master Bissell,  Golton's  successor,  acting  as  my 
aid,  lost  his  arm  and  shoulder  by  my  side,  and 
died  soon  after.  The  brave  old  hero,  Gapt  Mc- 
Clanahan,  fell  at  the  same  moment 

A.  G.  Harding, 

Colonel  Commanding. 
COLONEL   LOWE'S   ORDEa 

Hkadqvartim  U.  S.  Foacn, 

90tm  HnBT,  HlSMAK,  AMD  Do9KL90«, 

February  9, 1808. 

Colo!vbl:  I  desire  to  express  to  you,  and 
(through  you  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  your 
command,  the  warmest  thanks  for  gallant  behav- 
ior during  the  action  of  the  third  instant  At- 
tacked by  a  determined  enemy,  outnumbering 
your  own  little  band  of  heroes  as  seven  to  one, 
nothing  short  of  the  most  determined  bravery  on 
the  part  of  every  officer  and  soldier  could  have 
ared  you  from  utter  annihilation.  As  it  is,  your 
^ctory  is  complete,  and  this,  too,  with  such  fearful 
wid3  against  you,  that  I  consider  the  case  without 
4  parallel  in  the  record  of  the  rebellion.  Your 
troops  were  mostly  new  and  untried,  some  of  them 
never  hefore  having  been  under  fire.  You  number- 
^  less  than  eight  hundred — the  enemy  counted 
their  force  by  thousands,  and  they  were  reckoned 
veterans  unaccustomed  to  defeat.  Their  loss  was 
^  great  that  every  individual  soldier  of  your  com- 
niand  may  safely  claim  to  have  made  "his  mark." 
Where  all  ditl  their  whole  duty,  fearlessly  and 
nobly,  to  mention  names  might  be  to  do  injustice, 
^'Qt  I  feel  assured  that  no  one  will  feel  his  ser- 
vices the  less  appreciated  if  I  mention,  for  con- 
spicuous bravery,  such  names  as  Lieutenant-GoL 
Smith,  Major  Brott,  and  Adjutant  Gasey,  of  the 
Eighty-third,  and  Lieutenants  Moore  and  Mcln- 
tpe,  of  Flood's  battery.  In  truth,  all  are  alike 
entitled  to  share  in  the  laurels  of  this  most  bril- 
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liant  achievement  By  it,  another  bright  page 
has  been  added  to  the  honorable  war  record  of 
Illinois. 

I  am,  Golonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  Lowe, 

Colonel  Commanding 

To  GoLONEL  A.  G.  Harding, 

CommaiKlIng  Fort  Donelson. 
UEUTENANT    COMMANDER   HTCH'S   REPORT. 

The  Navy  Department  has  received  the  fol- 
lowing : 

U.  8.  GtnraoAT  Faikplat,  err  Dovn, ) 
TixxKesn,  February  4, 1S62.         f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
third  instant  I  left  Smithland,  Kentucky,  and 
with  a  fleet  of  transports,  and  the  gunboats  Lex- 
ington, Fairplay,  St  Glair,  Brilliant,  Robb,  and 
Silver  Lake,  as  a  convoy  up  the  Gumberland 
River.  When  about  twenty-four  miles  below  I 
met  the  Steamer  Wild  Gat  with  a  message  from 
Gol.  Harding,  commander  qf  the  post  at  Dover, 
informing  me  that  his  pickets  had  been  driven  in, 
and  he  was  attacked  in  force.  I  immediately 
lefl  the  transports  and  made  a  signal  to  the  gun- 
boats to  follow  on  up  as  fast  as  possible.  A 
short  distance  below  the  town  I  met  another 
steamer,  bringing  the  intelligence  that  the  place 
was  entirely  surrounded.  Pushing  on  up  with 
all  possible  speed,  I  arrived  here  about  eight  p.m., 
and  found  Golonel  Harding's  force  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  entirely  surrounded  by  rebels  in  over- 
whelming numbers,  but  still  holding  them  in 
check.  The  enemy,  not  expecting  the  gunboats^ 
had  unwisely  posted  the  main  body  of  his  army 
in  line  of  battle  in  the  graveyard  at  the  west  end 
of  the  town,  with  his  left  wing  resting  in  a  ravine 
that  led  down  to  the  river,  giving  us  a  chance  to 
throw  a  raking  fire  along  his  line.  Simultane- 
ously the  gunboats  opened  fire  up  this  ravine, 
into  the  graveyard,  and  over  into  the  valley  be- 
yond, where  the  enemy  had  horses  hitched  and 
most  probably  kept  his  reserve.  The  rebels  were 
taken  so  much  by  surprise  that  they  did  not 
even  fire  a  shot,  but  immediately  commenced  re- 
treating. So  well  directed  was  our  fire  on  them 
that  they  could  not  even  carry  ofif  a  caisson  that 
they  had  captured  from  our  forces,  but  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  it  after  two  fruitless  attempts 
to  destroy  it  by  fire.  After  having  disposed  of 
the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  I  stationed  the 
Robb  and  Silver  Lake  below  the  town  to  throw 
shell  up  the  ravine  and  prevent  the  rebels  from 
returning  to  carry  off  the  wounded,  while  the 
Lexington,  Fairplay,  St  Glair,  and  Brilliant  went 
above  and  shelled  the  roads  leading  out  to  the 
eastward,  supposing  the  retreating  forces  would 
follow  the  river  for  a  short  distance.  I  sent  the 
Lexington  and  St  Glair  on  up  to  shell  the  woods 
and  harass  and  annoy  the  enemy  as  much  as 
possible,  while  this  boat  and  the  Brilliant  lay 
opposite  the  upper  ravine  and  threw  shells  up 
the  roads.  About  ten  p.m.  we  ceased  firing, 
with  the  exception  of  now  and  then  a  random 
shell  up  the  roads.  At'  eleven  p.m.,  learning 
from  GoL  Harding  that  the  enemy  had  entirely 
disappeared,  we  ceased  firing  and  took  a  position 
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to  guard  the  roads  approaehing  the  town.  Al- 
though much  of  our  fking  was  at  random,  we 
have  the  gratification  of  knowing  that  scarcely  a 
projectile  went  amiss,  and  that^  out  of  the  one 
hundred  and  forty  huried  to-dav,  the  giinhoats 
oan  claim  their  share.  Even  when  the  Lexing- 
ton and  St  Clair  went  above,  many  of  their  shells 
fell  in  the  midst  of  the  retreating  rebels,  killing 
and  wounding  many.  It  is  reported  that  the  at- 
tadiing  force  numbered  some  four  thousand  five 
hundred,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery,  under  the 
command  of  Major-Gen.  Wheeler  and  Brigadier- 
Generals  FoiTest  and  Wharton.  It  is  certainly 
very  gratifying  for  us  to  know  that  this  entire 
ibrce  was  cut  up,  routed,  and  despoiled  of  its 
prey,  by  the  timely  arrival  of  the  gunboats,  and 
that  Colonel  Harding  and  his  gallant  little  band 
were  spared  to  wear  the  honor  they  had  so  fairly 
won.  At  first  I  regretted  I  was  not  here  soon- 
er with  the  gunboats,  but,  upon  reflection,  I 
do  not  think  I  coulA  better  have  arranged  the 
time  had  it  been  in  my  power.  Had  we  been 
here  before  General  Wheeler,  he  would  not  have 
made  the  attack,  but  most  probably  would  have 
inarched  on  Fort  Henry.  Had  we  arrived  dur- 
ing the  day,  he  would  have  seen  our  strength, 
and  would  have  retreated  but  with  little  loss. 
Arriving  as  we  did,  after  dark,  and  when  he 
least  expected  us,  and  was  so  sanguine  of  suc- 
cess, we  caught  his  forces  arranged  in  the  most 
favorable  position  to  receive  a  raking  fire  from 
our  guns.  The  officers  and  men  were  very  glad 
to  have  a  shot  at  these  river  infesters,  and  only 
regret  that  they  did  not  remain  within  the  reach 
of  our  guns  a  little  longer.  As  it  is,  they  claim 
the  honor  of  dispersing  them  and  saving  Fort 
Donelson. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Lerot  Fitch, 

Ucnteoant  OomnMUidiiig. 

To  Captain  A.  M.  Pbnkock,  U.S.A., 

Conunaadant  Naral  BUtioa,  Cairo,  m. 
A   NATIONAL    ACCOUNT. 

FoBT  DoaBLKMi,  Febroary  6^  18(B. 

One  of  the  most  gallant  fights  of  this  or  any 
other  war  has  just  occurred  at  this  post  Our 
forces  consisted  of  nine  companies  of  the  Eighty- 
third  Illinois,  Col.  Harding,  two  sections  of  Flood*  s 
(Illinois)  battery,  under  Lieut  Moore,  and  part 
of  one  company  of  the  Fifth  Iowa  cavalry,  in  all, 
six  hundred  effective  men.  The  attacking  force 
was  four  thousand  five  hundred  strong  —  some 
rebel  prisoners  estimate  it  as  high  as  eight  thou- 
sand— under  Wheeler  and  Forrest;  the  former 
said  to  have  lately  been  made  a  Major-General. 
Col.  Harding,  who  was  in  command  of  the  post, 
had  one  siege-gun,  a  thirty-two-pounder  in  posi- 
tion. Fort  Donelson  proper  has  never  been  oc- 
cupied by  our  forces.  It  has  no  advantages  as  a 
position,  save  to  command  the  river  below.  The 
old  village  of  Dover,  neai'ly  a  mile  farther  up  the 
river,  has  been  partially  fortified  and  occupied 
b^  our  forces.  It  is  surn^unded  on  all  sides  by 
high  ridges,  frequently  broken  bv  ravines,  and 
partially  covered  with  underbrush  and  timbco*. 
The  attack,  though  anticipated  for  a  week,  was 


not  known  to  be  imminent  until  noon  on  Tues- 
day, the  third.  At  three  p.il  a  battery  of  rebel 
artillery  took  position  on  the  ri^e  to  the  west, 
at  the  distance  of  three  fourths  of  a  mile,  and 
opened  fire  upon  the  town  with  shell  Soon 
th«r  artillery  was  playing  upon  our  forces  from 
three  or  four  directions,  and  their  forces  com- 
pletely encompassed  the  town  in  a  semi-drcle  of 
perhaps  three  miles  in  extent,  from  river  to  river. 
After  thus  formidably  displajring  the  strength 
of  his  forces,  the  rebel  GenenJ  sent  a  fltg  of 
truce  to  Colonel  Harding,  demanding  an  uncon- 
ditional surrender  of  the  place.  It  was  promptly 
refused,  the  Colonel  declaring  he  would  fight  as 
long  as  he  had  a  man  left  The  attadc  was  re- 
newed vrith  great  vigor,  charge  after  charge  was 
made  by  the  rebels,  who  were  all  mounted,  but 
the  Springfield  rifies  of  the  Eighty-third  were  un- 
erring, and  each  chaiige  resulted  in  repulse  and  a 
score  of  emptied  saddles.  A  body  of  rebels,  dis^ 
mounting  and  leaving  their  horses,  forood  their 
way  into  the  town,  &ed  on  our  men  from  such 
houses  as  they  could  secure,  till  they  were  driren 
out  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  or  captured.  M 
about  five  p.m.  the  rebel  Adjutant-Qcnenl  ap- 
proached our  lines  waving  a  white  faandkercbieit 

**  What  in  do  you  want  now,  with  that 

white  rag  ?'*  sung  out  Capt  Bond  of  the  £ightj- 
third.  ^^Do  you  cowanily  villains  out  there 
want  to  surrender  P" 

'*  I  wish  to  see  your  commanding  officer,**  was 
the  reply. 

Capt  Bond.— I  shall  have  to  blindfold  jou," 
fumbling  for  his  handkerchiefl 

"  I  give  you  my  word*of  honor  that  I  will  im- 
port nothing  that  I  see,*'  said  the  General. 

Captain  Bond  could  not  find  his  handkerdiief 

"  Come  on,"  said  he ;  " you,  we  can 

whip  you  any  how,  I  don*t  care  what  you  see  I" 

His  Generalship  was  conducted  to  CoL  Hard- 
ing, when  the  following  parley  ensued : 

Colonel,  you  have  made  a  gallant  defence  — 
more  could  not  be  expected  of  you ;  but  we  do 
not  wish  to  shed  blood  needlessly.  I  have  come 
to  demand  again  an  unconditional  surrender/' 

"  General,  I  have  had  no  orders  to  surrender. 
Really,  I  could  not  think  of  it" 

"  But  It  is  folly  for  you  to  hold  out  longer. 
We  have  shown  you  but  one  half  of  our  force. 
You  must  surrender  or  take  the  consequences  1 

"  Well,  sir,  I  have  shown  you  but  about  one 
fifth  of  my  force.  You  may  return  and  tdl  ;rour 
men  to  pitch  in — T\\  take  the  consequences  !** 

So  the  fight  b^;an  again.  Every  man  fought 
where  he  thought  himself  most  needed,  took  de^ 
liberate  aim,  and  made  his  shots  tell  whcDever 
a  butternut  showed  himself  within  rifle-range. 
Such  fighting,  against  such  odds,  has  not  yet 
been  recorded  in  the  history  of  this  rebellioa 
By  eight  p.m.  Flood's  battery  had  lost  forty-eij*t 
out  of  sixty-four  horses,  had  fired  its  last  cart- 
ridge, and  lost  one  piece.  But  the  rebels  tuo 
were  out  of  ammunition,  and  actuaUy  begin  to 
retire  before  the  stubborn  bravery  of  the  "  nobb 
six  hundred.*'  At  this  juncture  a  gunboat 
reached  the  scene  of  action  fit>m  below,  and  did 
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splendid  execution  by  shelling  the  retreating 
rebels  so  long  as  they  were  within  range. 

Reonferoements  were  promptly  sent  from  Fort 
Heniy  l^  Col.  Lowe,  as  soon  as  the  approach  of 
the  rebels  was  telegraphed  htm,  but  they  arriyed 
tt  three  o'clock  next  mortdng,  too  late  to  partid- 
pile  in  ti^e  glory,  as  well  as  loss,  of  the  gallant 
Efgfatf-^drd. 

Forrest  admits  a  loss  of  two  hundred  killed, 
induding  one  Alabama  colonel,  left  where  he  lell 
(on  the  Terr  steps  of  GoL  Harding's  headquar- 
ters) while  boldly  leading  a  charge,  besides  seve- 
ral  other  officers ;   his  wounded  must  exceed 
that  nmnber.     Of  the  latter,  we  have  in  our 
hands  orer  sixty,  including  tiiree  captains  and 
several  lieutenants.    Forrest*  s  son  is  reported 
dangerously  wounded.     Woodward  is  al^  said 
to  be  wounded.    Gen.  Wheeler  was  at  ^rst  re- 
ported kiUed,  but  the  body  proved  to  be  that  of 
Cotonel  McNary,  abore  mwitioned.     Our  loss  is 
comparatively  small,  but  includes  some  of  the 
finest  oi&cers  in  the  Eighty-third.     Gapt  P.  £. 
Reed,  of  company  A,  and  Quartermaster  Bissell 
are  killed.    Gapts.  McGlanahan,  of  company  B, 
and  Gillson,  of  company  E,  are  wounded.   Lieuts. 
tfoore,  of  tiie  battery,  and  Sykes,  of  company  I, 
Eightf-third,  are  wounded.    Fourteen  of  our  men 
m  killed  and  fifty-one  wounded — a  few  fatally. 
Two  officers  and  twenty-seven  men  of  the  Fifth 
Iowa  cavalry,  with  several  of  the  Eighty-third, 
and  a  number  of  Gaptain  Flood's  men  were  cap- 
tured.  The  men  were  paroled  and  have  returned, 
and  the  officers — with  whom  paroling  is  "  played 
o\ii,^  as  you  are  aware' — ^managed  to  escape.   One 
of  them,  Lieut  Lene,  spiked  one  of  their  guns 
before  leaving,  and  made  his  escape  on  one  of 
tbor  best  horses.     He  reports  them  in  a  sorry 
^nditioo,  destitute  of  ammunition  and  of  food, 
aire  what  they  could  glean  from  inhabitants 
along  the  line  of  their  retreat     One  of  our  men, 
pvoled,  reports  that  they  gave  him  nothing  to 
^t,  and  gave  as  a  reason  that  ^ey  had  nothing 
--the  men  having  fasted  since  the  momii^  be- 
fore the  battle — ^thirty-six  hours.     They  left  one 
hundred  and  fifty  of  their  dead  for  our  men  to 
^ury.    Among  them  were  many  mere  boys.     I 
saw  one,  with  his  brains  oonng  ih)m  a  ragged 
hole  in  his  narrow  forehead,  who  could  not  have 
been  more  than  fourteen ;  but,  except  that  of 
Col  McNary,  I  sought  in  vain  for  a  physiognomy 
indicating  any  thing  but  brutality  and  a  total 
lack  of  onfinary  intelligence.     I  was  particularly 
^ck  with  the  strange  and  vivid  contrast  be- 
tween rebel  common  soldiers  and  our  own,  as  il- 
lustrated by  these.     I  would  not  have  admitted 
it  except  on  the  testimony  of  my  own  senses. 

Althot^  I  think  this  is  the  last  attempt  For- 
rest or  Vfheeler  will  make  in  this  vicinity,  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  we  have  not  cavalry  enough 
to  follow  up  this  brilliant  repulse  by  the  capture 
or  destruction  of  the  whole  force,  any  thing  short 
^  which  is  not  complete  victory.  Vin. 

BICBMOND  "WHIG"  ACCOUNT. 

FioitT  OF  FosT  tkMWUKmy  FebnuuT  (k 
The  booming  of  the  cannon  has  scarcely  ceased 


as  I  snatch  a  moment  to  inform  you  of  one  of  the 
most  hotly  contested  fights  of  the  war.  And, 
desperate  as  the  fighting  was,  strange  to  say  the 
loss  on  either  side  was  insignificant  The  enemy 
was  protected  by  his  breastworks,  and  our  troops 
by  the  excitement  and  wide  filing  of  the  foe. 
About  the  last  of  January,  Gen.  Wheeler,  fresh 
from  the  Gumberland,  and  fatigued  with  a  diffi- 
cult campaign,,  started  out  in  his  ambulance  one 
night,  and,  travelling  constantly,  arrived  the  next 
evening  in  Franklin,  where  he  had  ordered  Gen. 
Forres^  Wharton,  and  Major  Hodgson  (command- 
ing part  of  the  First  brigade)  to  rendezvous. 
Taking  up  the  line  of  march  thence  to  Dover,  the 
command  traversed  nearly  a  hundred  miles  ov^ 
miserable  roads,  in  weather  severely  cold.  The 
progress  of  the  artillery  being  arduous,  the  march 
was  necessarily  slow.  At  two  o'clock,  February 
third,  our  troops  came  into  possession  before  the 
outworks  in  fh>nt  of  Dover,  the  pickets  and  skir- 
mishers of  the  enemy  beine  driven  in — (Old  Don-  ^ 
elson,  you  remember,  is  dismantled.)  A  fiag  of 
truce  was  sent  to  Gol.  Hardin,  of  the  Eighty-third 
Illinois  regiment,  demanding  the  surrender  of  the 
Fort  He  refused,  and,  as  we  afterward  under- 
stood, took  occasion  then  to  harangue  his  troops, 
informing  them  that  if  captured,  they  would  all 
be  slaughtered. 

Our  batteries  were  now  in  position  to  command 
the  outworks.  The  Fort*  is  constructed  in  the 
centre  of  the  town,  around  the  court-house — the 
outworks  and  rifle-pits  surround  the  town  in  a 
semi-circle,  one  end  resting  upon  the  river.  The 
rear  of  the  town  is  unfortified  and  unprotected 
beyond  the  guns  of  the  inner  Fort,  which  sweep 
the  streets  in  that  direction.  Hardly  had  the  flag 
reached  our  lines  before  the  artillery  of  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us.  Gen.  Wharton,  with  his  men 
dismounted,  had  gained  the  rear  of  the  town, 
while  Gen.  Forrest,  with  his  brigade  mounted, 
and  in  line  of  battle,  stood  under  the  brow  of  a 
hill  in  front ;  Wheeler,  on  a  hill  that  commanded 
a  view  of  the  whole  scene,  had  charge  of  the  bat- 
tle. He  despatches  two  aids  to  order  the  charge. 
The  guns  of  our  batteries  belch  forth  their  hurt- 
ling iron,  and  their  sound  is  not  echoed  back  be- 
fore they  again  sweep  the  outworks.  Forrest 
turns  in  his  saddle,  tells  his  troopers  that  **  they 
must  plant  their  banners  upon  the  inner  works 
before  Wharton  comes  up  on  the  other  side,"  and 
orders  the  charge.  The  bugle  sounds.  His  bri- 
gade in  line,  more  than  a  mile  long,  at  first  walks 
off.  Forrest  is  seen  in  its  front  It  gains  the 
eminence.  A  shower  of  bullets  greet  it  As  if 
disdainful  of  the  enemy,  the  horsemen  now  strike 
a  trot,  until  they  have  descended  to  the  bottom 
I  of  the  hilL  The  fire  of  the  enemy  is  now  furious. 
On  the  next  hill  are  the  rifle-pits  and  ditches. 
The  bugle  sounds  again,  but  now  its  notes  are 
more  thrilling  and  rapid.  The  general  of  an  hun- 
dred battles  rises  in  his  stirrups  and  waves  his 
sword.  The  men  dash  forward  at  full  speed. 
The  earth  fairly  trembles  beneath  their  tread. 
Woe  to  those  poor  fellows !  What  a  storm  of 
lead  is  thinning  their  ranks.  They  will  be  re- 
pulsed.    No!    Hurrah  I    The  enemy  leaves  his 
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rifle-pits.  On  go  the  horsemen  at  full  charge. 
Now  they  are  among  the  rifle-pits.  Now  they 
jump  the  ditch.  Now  they  pursue  the  fugitives 
into  the  town.  Now  they  are  up  to  the  main 
Fort  itself.  We  expected  every  moment  to  see 
the  confederate  flag  on  the  parapet  The  enemy 
has  taken  reftige  in  the  houses.  The  Yankees 
lire  hoth  from  them  and  the  Fort  Our  hrave 
boys  can  go  no  further.  They  are  falling  every 
moment  They  must  retire.  Slowly  they  fall 
back^  dismount,  and  charge  again.  Again  they 
gain  the  town.  Again  the  fire  from  a  hidden  foe 
drives  them  back.  The  ammunition  is  spent, 
night  is  coming  on,  and  the  command  is  at  last 
ordered  from  the  field.  ^ 

Just  at  this  crisis  two  eunboats  come  into  ac- 
tion, and  we  redre  beyond  their  range. 

While  Forrest  was  charging  so  gallantly,  YHiar- 
ton,  in  the  rear,  was  slowly  driving  them  back. 
He  holds  every  inch  of  ground  he  guns.  He 
captures  a  battery  after  driving  the  gunners  from. 
it,  with  his  own  artillery.  Such  was  the  pre- 
^cision  of  his  firing  that  all  the  guns  but  one  were 
'dismounted.  This  one  he  brings  ofE!  At  night- 
fall he  also  is  fbrced  to  retire. 

Many  instances  of  individual  gallantry  were 
displayed  in  this  action,  and  the  desperation  with 
which  our  men  generally  fought  has  never  been 
surpassed.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  several  ofiBcers 
killed  and  wounded.  SU*ange  to  say,  our  whole 
loss  will  hardly  amount  to  one  hundred  in  all. 
The  loss  of  the  enemy  is  less. 

Unable  to  close  this  note  until  the  ninth,  I  will 
<add  that  the  enemy  sent  out  Jeffi  0.  Davis*  s  divi- 
sion from  Nashville  to  inteisept  us.  Su£Bice  it  to 
say,  they  didn't  get  us.    It  is  now  at  Franklin. 

Alhavbra. 


Doc.   119. 
PRESIDENT   LINCOLN'S    LETTER 

TO  THE   CITIZENS  OF  MANCHESTER,    ENGLAND.* 

.MiKCBrvrBR,  Febraury  10, 1868. 

The  following  letter  and  indosure  were  re- 
ceived yesterday  by  the  Mayor  of  Manchester, 
Abel  Hey  wood,  Esq. : 

Lmatiok  or  Tim  nirma»  STAm, ) 
LoKDOir,  February  9, 1888.     f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you,  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Moran,  the  Assistant  Secretary 
of  this  Legation,  a  letter  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  addressed  to  you  as  chairman  of 
the  meeting  of  workingmen,  held  at  Manchester, 
on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  and  in  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  address  which  I  had  the  pleasure 
to  forward  from  that  meeting. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Charles  Francis  Adams. 

Abel  Hetwood,  Esq., 

Ghainnjui,  etc.,  ICanchater. 

ExBCurmi  Mambiov,  WAnnroTOir,  January  19, 1868. 
To  the  Worhingmen  of  Manchester : 
I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 

*  See  Doa  9ft,  page  844  ante. 


of  the  address  and  resolutions  wludi  yoa  sect 
me  on  the  eve  of  the  new  year. 

When  I  came  on  the  fourtii  of  March,  1861, 
through  a  free  and  constitutional  election,  to  pre- 
side in  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the 
country  was  found  at  the  vei^  of  civil  wir. 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  cause,  or  whoseso- 
ever the  fault,  one  duty,  paramount  to  all  others, 
was  before  me,  namely,  to  maintain  and  preserve 
at  once  the  Constitution  and  the  integrity  of  the 
Federal  Republic.  A  conscientious  purpose  to 
perform  this  duty  is  the  key  to  all  the  measures 
of  administration  which  have  been,  and  to  ill 
which  will  hereafter  be  pursued.  Under  our 
frtime  of  government  and  my  official  oatii,  I  oould 
not  depart  from  this  purpose  if  I  would.  It  is 
not  always  in  the  power  of  gov«!iunents  to  en- 
large or  restrict  the  scope  of  moral  results  which 
follow  the  policies  that  they  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary, for  the  public  safety,  from  time  to  time  to 
adopt 

I  have  understood  well  that  the  duty  of  self- 
preservation  rests  solely  with  the  American  peo- 
ple. But  I  have  at  the  same  time  been  aware 
that  favor  or  disfavor  of  foreign  nations  might 
have  a  material  influence  in  enlarging  and  pro- 
longing the  struggle  with  disloyal  men  in  which 
the  country  is  engaged.  A  fair  examination  of 
history  has  seemed  to  authorize  a  belief  that  the 
past  action  and  influences  of  the  United  Stites 
were  generally  regarded  as  having  been  bene- 
ficial toward  mankind.  I  have,  therefore,  reck- 
oned upon  the  forbearance  of  nations.  Circum- 
stances— to  some  of  which  you  kindly  allude— 
induced  me  especially  to  expect  that,  if  justice 
and  good  faith  should  be  practised  by  the  United 
States,  they  would  encounter  no  hostile  influence 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  now  a  plets- 
ant  duty  to  acknowledge  the  demonstration  you 
have  given  of  your  desire  that  a  spirit  of  pewe 
and  amity  toward  this  country  may  prevail  in 
the  councils  of  your  Queen,  who  is  respected  tnd 
esteemed  in  your  own  country  otdy  more  thin 
she  is  by  the  kindred  nation  which  has  its  home 
on  this  side  of  the  Atiantic. 

I  know,  and  deeply  deplore,  the  sufierings 
which  the  workingmen  at  Manchester,  and  in  ail 
Europe,  are  called  to  endure  in  this  crisis.  It 
has  been  ofi»n  and  studiously  represented  that 
the  attempt  to  overthrow  this  Government,  which 
was  built  upon  the  foundation  of  human  rights, 
and  to  substitute  for  it  one  which  should  rest  ex- 
clusively on  the  basis  of  human  slavery,  was  like^ 
ly  to  obtain  the  favor  of  Europe.  Through  the 
action  of  our  disloyal  citizens,  the  vrorkingmen 
of  Europe  have  been  subjected  to  severe  trial,  for 
jthe  purpose  of  forcing  their  sanction  to  that  at- 
tempt Under  these  circumstances  I  cannot  but 
regiurd  your  decisive  utterances  upon  the  question 
as  an  instance  of  sublime  Christian  heroism  wliich 
has  not  been  surpassed  in  any  age  or  in  any  coun- 
try. It  is  indeed  an  energetic  and  rdnspiring 
assurance  of  the  inherent  power  of  truth,  and  of 
the  ultimate  and  univer^  triumph  of  iustioe, 
humanity,  and  freedom.  I  do  not  doubt  tiiat  the 
sentiments  you  have  expressed  will  be  sustained 
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b J  your  great  nation ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  assuring  you  that  they  will 
excite  admiration,  esteem,  and  the  most  recipro- 
cal feelings  of  friendship  among  the  American 
people.  I  luul  this  interchange  of  sentiment, 
therefore,  as  an  augury  that,  whatever  else  may 
happen,  whatever  misfortune  may  hefall  your 
country  or  my  own,  the  peace  and  firiendship 
which  now  exist  hetween  the  two  nations  will 
be,  as  it  shall  he  my  desire  to  make  them,  per- 
petual Abraham  Lincoln. 


Doc.  120. 


THE   FIGHT  AT   OLD  RIVER,   LA. 

BEPORT  Of  LIEUTENANT  THOMPSON. 

PnoTiDnca,  La.,  Febnuiry  IT,  1868. 

Coft,  8.  Smith,  A,A.A.  G.,  Col  DeiUler's  Bri- 
gade: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  suhmit  to  you  the 
following  report  of  a  skirmish  which  took  place 
between  the, command  of  Captain  F.  Tucker, 
company  F,  First  Kansas  volunteers,  consisting 
of  a  detachment  of  infantry,  numbering  seventy 
men,  detailed  from  the  First  Kansas  infantry. 
Ninety-fifth  Illinois,  Seventeenth  Illinois,  and 
Sixteenth  Wisconsin,  together  with  company  F, 
Firet  Kansas  volunteers,  mounted,  and  number- 
ing between  twenty  and  thirty  men,  and  the  First 
battalion.  Third  regiment  Louisiana  cavalry,  at 
Old  River,  on  the  tenth  of  February,  1868. 

We  met  the  enemy,  numbering,  according  to 
the  statement  of  prisoners,  (and  intelligent  and 
reliable  contrabands,)  between  three  and  four 
hundred,  and  whipped  them  badly. 

The  boys  behaved  as  Western  troops  always 
do,  which,  I  hope,  they  will  all  think  praise 
enough  for  Aeir  good  conduct  during  the  fight 
I  desire,  however,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Com- 
manding Officer  to  the  conduct  of  Private  Daniel 
Updegrafl^  of  company  F,  First  Kansas  volunteers, 
who  was  not  one  of  the  detail,  but,  when  the  fight 
commenced,  took  a  gun  from  a  man  who  was  sick 
and  went  into  the  fight ;  he  stood  and  took  the 
fire  of  five  rebels,  and  then  rushed  on  them  with 
his  empty  gun,  calling  upon  them,  in  language 
much  more  forcible  Uian  polite,  to  surrender, 
vhich  they  did,  and*  he  marched  them  to  the 
rear.  I  also  desire  to  call  attention  to  the  fact, 
that  after  Captain  Tucker  was  knocked  off  his 
horse  by  one  shot,  and  lying  on  the  ground,  with- 
in thirty  feet  of  the  enemy,  unable  to  rise,  an 
officer  ordered  one  of  his  men  to  shoot  him, 
which  he  did.  We  had  one  man  killed  and  seven 
wounded;  and  killed  four,  wounded  seven,  and 
took  one  second  lieutenant,  one  sergeant,  one 
corporal,  and  twenty-three  privates,  prisoners. 

Appended  you  will  please  find  a  list  of  killed 
and  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yours  to  command, 

S.  P.  Thompson, 

nntUcotenant,  Compttny  f.  First  Kaiims  Yolontaer  Infiulry. 

Daniel  H.  Dow,  First  Sergeant,  company  F, 
First  Kansas,  killed;  Theron  Tucker,  Captain, 
company  F,  First  Kansas,  wounded ;  Simon  Atch- 


ison, Sergeant^  company  F,  First  Kansas,  wound- 
ed; Milton  Spencer,  private,  company  F,  First 
Kansas,  wounded  ;  John  F.  Johnson,  private, 
company  F,  First  Kansas,  wounded ;  Recs  David- 
son, private,  company  K,  First  Kansas,  wounded ; 
Curtis  Benton,  sergeant,  company  K,  First  Kan- 
sas, wounded ;  C.  R.  Stevenson,  sergeant,  com- 
pany G,  First  Kansas,  wounded ;  John  Kennedy, 
corporal,  company  A,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois,  wound- 
ed ;  John  Sexton,  private,  company  B,  Ninety- 
fifth  Illinois,  wounded ;  Thomas  Cahill,  private, 
company  £,  Ninety-fifth  Illinois,  wounded ;  Den- 
nis Kellogg,  private,  company  £,  Seventeenth  Il- 
linois, wounded. 


Doc.  121. 
MESSAGE  OF  GOVERNOR  CURTIN. 

ExBC'UTiTK  CHAmn,  Harrisbukgh,  ) 
February  19,  ISeS.     f 

To  the  Senate  and  Hou&e  of  Bepresentatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsyhania : 
Gektlehem  :  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to* 
a  subject  of  moment 

When  the  present  infamous  and  God-condemn- 
ed rebellion  broke  out,  Congress  was  not  in  ses- 
sion, and  the  occurrence  of  such  a  state  of  things 
not  having  been  foreseen  in  former  times,  no  ad- 
equate legislation  had  been  had  to  meet  it  At 
the  same  time,  the  life  of  the  country  being  at 
stake,  it  appeared  necessary  that  some  means 
should  be  taken  to  control  the  small  band  of  trai- 
tors in  the  loyal  States,  so  as  to  prevent  them 
from  machinations  which  might  be  injurious,  if 
not  fatal,  to  the  national  cause.  Under  these 
circun\{itances,  the  general  government  resorted 
to  the  system  of  military  arrests  of  dangerous 
persons,  and,  having  thus  commenced  acting 
under  it,  have  continued  (at  long  intervals,  in 
this  State)  to  pursue  it  The  government  of  the 
United  States  acte  directly  on  individuals,  and  the 
State  executive  has  no  authority  or  means  to  in< 
terfere  with  arrests  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  made  under  the  authority  of  that  govern- 
ment Every  citizen  of  Pennsylvania  is  also  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  owes  allegiance 
to  them  as  well  as  (subject  to  the  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States)  he  owes  it 
to  Pennsylvania.  If  he  be  unlawfully  deprived 
of  his  liberty,  his  only  redress  is  to  be  had  at 
the  hands  of  the  judidary.  In  such  times  as  the 
present,  it  is  more  than  ever  necessary  to  pre- 
serve regularity  in  official  action.  Great  efforts 
have  been,  and  are  perhaps  still  being,  made  by 
persons  bUnded  or  ill-disposed,  to  throw  us  into 
a  state  of  revolution — ^that  is  to  say,  to  creato 
anarchy  and  confusion,  and  ultimately  to  bring 
about  the  destruction  of  life  and  property  among 
us.  Any  irregular,  much  more  illegal,  interfer- 
ence by  your  executive  with  matters  which  bjr 
the  Constitution,  are  not  intrusted  to  his  cogni- 
zance— and  especially  any  such  interference  with 
the  action  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
or  with  the  functions  of  the  judiciary— -would  be 
in  the  existing  crisis,  emphatically  diangerous ;  it 
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would  hftTe  a  direct  reyohitionary  tendencj- 
fact,  it  woidd  be  to  commence  a  revolution. 

The  courts  of  justice  are  open,  and,  no  doubt, 
all  personal  wrongs  can  be  properly  redressed  in 
due  course  of  law. 

I  do  not  know  how  many  arrests  of  the  kind 
herein  before  referred  to  have  been  Bttde  in  Penn- 
sylvania, as  I  have  ai  no  time  been  privy  to  the 
making  of  them,  but  I  believe  they  have  been 
few.  I  was  under  the  impression  that  there 
would  be  no  necessity  for  more  of  them,  other- 
wise I  might  have  referred  to  them  in  my  annual 
message,  but  recent  events  having  shown  that 
this  impression  was  erroneous,  I  deem  it  my  duty 
now  to  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject 

The  contest  in  which  we  are  engaged  is  one  for 
the  preservation  of  our  own  liberty  and  welfare. 
The  traitors  at  the  South  hate  the  great  body  of 
our  people  who  are  loyal,  and  hate  and  bitterly 
despise  the  few  who  are  ready  for  submission. 
Unless  the  rebellion  be  effectually  suppressed, 
we  must  lose  our  pride  of  countiy,  the  larger 
portion  of  our  territory,  and  the  elements,  not 
only  of  greatness,  but  of  prosperity,  and  even  of 
security  to  life,  liberty,  and  property.  Notwith- 
standing all  this,  it  is,  I  fear,  an  undoubted  truth, 
tiiat  a  few  wretches  among  us,  false  to  all  our 
free  and  loyal  traditions — ^fidse  to  the  memoiy  of 
their  fathers,  and  to  the  rights  of  their  children — 
false  to  the  country  which  has  given  them  birth, 
and  protected  them — only  stopping  short  of  the 
technical  offence  of  treason — ^in  the  very  madness 
of  mischief^  are  actively  plotting  to  betray  us — 
to  poison  and  mislead  the  minds  oi  our  people  by 
treacherous  misrepresentations,  and  to  so  aid  and 
comfort  the  rebels,  that  our  &te  may  be  either  to 
abandon  the  free  North,  and  become  hao^ers-on 
of  a  government  founded  in  treachery,  fraud,  and 
insane  ambition ;  or,  at  best,  to  dissolve  the  Un- 
ion under  which  we  have  prospered,  and  to  break 
this  fair  and  glorious  country  into  fragments, 
which  will  be  cursed  by  perpetual  discinrds  at 
home,  and  by  the  contempt  and  ill-usage  of  for- 
eign nations,  from  which  we  shall  then  be  too 
weak  to  vindicate  ourselves. 

That  such  offences  should  be  duly  punished 
no  good  citizen  can  doubt,  and  that  proper  legis- 
lation by  Congress  is  required  for  that  purpose 
can  be  as  little  doubted.  Whether  such  legis- 
lation should  include  a  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  in  any  and  what  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, is  a  question  which  belongs  exclusively  to  the 
legislative  authorities  of  the  United  States,  who, 
under  the  Constitution  have  the  right  to  detcarmine 
it  That  great  writ  ought  not  to  be  suspended,  un- 
less to  tiie  wisdom  of  Congress  the  present  neces- 
sity shall  appear  to  be  urgent 

Therefore,  I  recommend  tiie  passage  of  a  joint 
resolution,  earnestly  requesting  that  Congress 
shall  forthwith  pass  laws  defining  and  punishing 
offences  of  the  class  above  referred  to,  and  pro- 
viding for  the  fair  and  speedy  trial  by  an  impar- 
tial jury,  of  persons  charged  with  such  offonces, 
in  the  loyal  and  undisturbed  States,  so  that  the 
guilty  may  justly  suffer,  and  the  innooent  be  re- 
ueved.  A.  G.  Cvarni. 


Doa  122. 
CONFISCATION    IN   TENNBSSEB. 

PROCLAMATION  BT  GOT.  JOHNSON. 

Wh&reas,  Many  persons  owning  and  possessing 
real  and  personal  estate,  situate  in  that  portion  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  come  within 
the  provisions  of  sections  fifth  and  sixth  of  in  act 
of  Congress  approved  July  seventeenth,  1862,  ud 
have  failed  and  refused  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  fifth  section  within  the  sixtj 
days,  which  expired  under  the  Proclamation  of  the 
Px^ident  of  the  United  States,  on  the  twentj- 
third  day  of  September,  1862 ;  and, 

Whereas^  Manv  such  persons  are  now  within 
the  so-called  confederate  States,  having  left  such 
property  in  charge  of  agents,  who  collect  the  rent^ 
issues,  and  profits  thereof^  and  forward  the  same 
to  the  parties,  or  retain  and  invest  it  for  tbeir  ben- 
efit ;  therefore,  in  pursuance  of  said  act  of  Con- 
gress, I,  Andrew  Johnson,  Military  Governor  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  do  herdby  warn  all  per 
sons  holding,  renting,  occupying,  or  usingany  such 
real  or  personal  estates,  or  the  rents,  issues,  tnd 
profits  thereof^  belonging  to  any  sudi  parties,  aa 
well  as  all  agents,  not  to  pay  the  same  orer  to 
said  parties  or  their  agents,  but  to  retun  theame 
until  s<«ie  person  suitable  has  been  i^ipoiDted  in 
the  name  and  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  re- 
ceive the  same,  and  hold  it  sub|ect  to  the  order 
of  the  said  Government  <^  the  United  States. 

Andeew  Joknsox, 

miUaiy  CtoTcnor  of  fMMM 
V^bruryflO^lSIl 

Doc.  128. 
COLONEL    CORNYN'S    EXPEDITION 

TO  FLORENCB  AND  TUSCVMBIA,  ALA. 

Thb  Huntsville  AdvoemU  of  the  eleventh  of 
March  contains  a  letter  fi^om  Tu8cumbi%  giring 
the  particulars  of  what  it  cslls  the  '^late  nod  of 
the  Abolition  hell-hounds  into  Nortii- Alabama*' 

It  says :  "  Early  on  Sunday  morning,  the  twen- 
ty-second of  February,  five  Yankee  gunboats  came 
up  the  Tennessee  River  ;4hey  did  not  land  st 
Tuscumbia  Landing,  but  proceeded  on  up  to  Flor- 
ence. Here  two  of  them  landed  and  destrojed 
the  ferry-boat ;  the  other  three  went  on  up  to  Bsin- 
bridge,  at  the  foot  of  Muscle  Shoals,  and  destroyed 
the  ferry-boat  at  that  place.  The  confederate 
States  steamer  Dunbar  had  been  lying  at  Bun- 
bridge  for  some  time,  but  had  taken  advantage  of 
the  high  water  and  gone  over  the  ahoalsi  where 
the  gunboats  could  not  folldw.  About  three 
o^dock  the  runboats  aU  went  down  the  river, 
without  making  any  attempt  to  land,  or  showing 
any  warhke  disposition,  except  giviw  three  cm- 
non  shot  at  a  party  of  UtUe  boys  on  &is  side  the 
the  river. 

**Late  in  the  evening,  when  the  ezciteiBent 
caused  by  the  gunboats  had  in  a  great  measure 
subsided,  the  rattle  of  small  arms  and  the  gsDop- 
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iogof  horses  announced  the  arrival  of  the  Yankee 
avaby.  There  was  at  this  time  about  thirty  of 
Baxter's  battalion  in  town ;  about  sixteen  of  them 
were  quiet!  j  finding  their  horses  and  getting  sup- 
per at  their  bamcks  on  Maine  street;  the  bal- 
ance were  scattered  oyer  town.  At  the  first  alarm, 
these  sixteen  men  got  into  line,  Baker  (Baxter 
being  absent)  telling  them  to  stand  firm,  that  it 
took  more  than  one  Yankee  to  stampede  his  men. 
The  advance-guard  of  the  Yankees,  about  si^j 
men,  charged  upon  these  sixteen  men ;  our  boys 
gave  a  yell,  and  galloped  to  meet  them ;  the  Yan- 
kees turned  and  fled  as  fast  as  their  horses  could 
carry  them ;  our  boys  pursued  them  back  a  mile, 
until  they  met  the  main  body  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  tlie  Tenth  Missouri,  Fifth  Ohio,  two 
battalions  of  Illinois,  one  company  of  Mississippi 
and  one  of  Alabama  caraliy,  with  a  battery  of 
mounted  howitzers,  in  all  about  one  thousand  two 
hundred  men — some  estimate  them  at  eight  hun- 
dred. The  enemy  fired  sereral  volle3r8  and  charg- 
ed in  turn,  our  bo/s  falling  back  slowly  until  they 
were  about  to  be  flanked  when  they  retreated 
hastily  into  town ;  here  they  made  a  short  stand, 
killing  the  orderly  of  the  Yankee  commander, 
and  one  or  two  others. 

'*  By  this  time  the  Yankees,  guided  by  renegade 
Alabamiana,  bad  got  the  remaining  few  of  our 
boys  nearly  surrounded ;  but  they  made  a  des- 
perate effort,  and  broke  through  the  enemy^s 
tanks  and  escaped.  We  lost  six  men  taken  pri- 
soners, but  not  a  man  was  killed  or  wounded  on 
our  side.  It  was  npw  dusk,  and  the  enemy  did 
not  pursue  beyond  tiie  suburbs  of  the  town.  The 
wagons,  tents,  and  camp  equipage  of  Baxter's  bat- 
talion were  saved,  having  been  sent  out  in  the 
nioming  when  the  gunboats  appeared." 

The  letter  then  gives  a  dreadful  account  of  out- 
rages committed  upon  ^* fences,  shrubbery,**  etc., 
and  says :  **  You  have  had  Mitchel  and  Turchin 
with  you  ;  compared  to  Comyn  (Colonel  F.  M. 
Gomyn,  Tenth  Missouri  cavalry)  and  his  set, 
they  were  angels." 

The  letter  proceeds :  '*  Here  is  a  fae-iimiU  of 
WTo^l  writs  that  were  served  upon  citizens  of 
the  town  and  neighborhood : 

RSADQVAKmS  FlUT  BUOADM,       ) 

ILuoa  F.  p.  Bla»^  Dmuoir,  Towimsu.  Ali.,  V 

'Februuy  88,  1808.     ) 

Edict  First. — The  United  States  Government, 
having  ordered  assessments  to  be  made  upon  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  the  States  now  in  rebellion 
against  said  Government,  I  have  ordered  an  as- 
sessment upon  your  prop^n^  to  the  amount  of 

dollars,  payable  immediately. 

You  are  therefore  commanded  to  pay  over  to 
Major  W.  H.  Lusk,  Paymaster  of  this  bri^e, 
the  above  sum,  or  the  same  will  be  collected  from 
you  at  the  sacrifice  of  your  property. 

Florbnce  M.  Gormyh, 

Colonel  Teotti  MlMoori  GaTalrjr,  Commanding  Brigade. 

**  The  lowest  assessment  that  I  have  heard  of 
nnder  this  edict  was  five  hundred  dollars,  the 
highest  ^Ye  thonsand  dollars.  One  gentlonan, 
Mr.  Wm.  Warren,  for  fidling  to  pay  his  assess- 
meat,  was  carried  ofL 


'*  To  oar  inexpressible  relief  the  scoundrels  left 
town  on  Wednesday  afternoon,  taking  with  them 
about  fifty  bales  of  cotton,  all  the  mules  and  horses 
they  could  find,  and  about  as  many  negroes  as 
theV  could  force  off;  about  sixty  in  alL  They 
took  the  plantation  teams  to  haul  their  cotton. 
Owing  to  the  bad  roads,  they  left  fourteen  bales 
of  cotton  between  town  and  the  mountain,  and  I 
understand  they  were  compelled  to  leave  much 
more  further  on,  which  they  burned. 

*^  The  enemy  came  through  fVankfbrt,  to  which 
pUce  they  came  on  the  Fulton  road.  By  this 
means  they  were  enabled  to  get  here  without  our 
having  warning,  as  nobody  <&eamed  of  their  com- 
ing that  roundabout  way.  Nearly  every  person 
they  met  or  saw  they  brought  along  with  them. 
Some  of  them  they  compell^  to  walk  thirty  miles. 
When  they  arrived  here  they  had  one  hundred 
citizens  prisoners.  These,  together  with  the  citi- 
zens they  got  in  town,  made  a  big  show.  No 
doubt  the  official  report  of  the  expedition  will 
mention  having  captured  one  hundred  and  fifty 
prisoners,  not  ten  of  whom  will  be  confederate 
soldiers. 

"As  they  subsisted  wholly  on  the  country,  our 
loss  is  enormous.  Our  ihrmers  say  they  will  not 
try  to  make  cn^s  in  the  valley  this  year,  unless 
protection  is  given  them.  There  are  immense 
quantities  of  com  in  this  valley,  enough  to  feed  a 
very  brge  cavalry  force  all  the  year  round.  All 
the  Yankees  have  to  do  is  to  come  and  get  it" 

This  letter  is  written  by  a  ''Colonel "  North  A. 
Messenger,  editor  of  the  North  Alabamian^  pub- 
lished at  Tuscumbia,  and  himself  a  renegade  firom 
the  free  States. 

Messenger  gives  the  following  account  of  his 
own  experience  during  the  time  our  forces  were 
at  Florence.  While  we  read  it,  we  can  only  re- 
gret that  he  got  off  so  well : 

''  I  had  been  confined  to  my  room  for  a  week 
before  the  devils  came  in ;  was  dragged  out  the 
first  night  in  rain  and  mud ;  kept  standing  in  the 
streets,  under  charge  of  a  drunken  Dutchman, 
until  a  late  hour,  and  then  put  into  a  cold  room, 
with  the  bare  fioor  to  rest  on.  Next  day,  fearful 
lest  so  obnoxious  a  creature  as  a  reb!el  edit<» 
should  die  on  their  hands  before  he  was  suffi- 
ciently punished,  I  was  given  a  comfortable  room 
in  the  hotel,  and  a  Yankee  doctor  sent  to  see  me. 
I  managed  to  keep  up  my  spirits  by  abusine  eveiT 
Yankee  tiiat  came  near  me ;  and,  when  the  bal- 
ance of  the  prisoners  were  marched  off,  I  watched 
for  an  opportunity  and  walked  off.  A  Dutchman 
ordered  me  to  halt ;  I  told  lum  that  I  was  releas- 
ed, walked  around  the  town  and  eonceided  my- 
self until  they  aU  left" 


Doc.  124. 
CAPTURE    OF   THE    INDIANOLA. 

UEUTBNANT    COMMANDER    BR0WN*8    REPORT. 

WjuHuiniTua,  D.  C,  Maj  S8,  1811^ 
Sir:  At  this,  my  earliest  opportunity,  I  re- 
spectfully submit  to  the  department  a  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  steamer  Indianola,  while  be- 
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low  Vicksburgh,  Miss. ;  also  the  particulars  of  the 
engagement  with  the  rebel  armed  rams  Queen  of 
the  West  and  William  H.  Webb,  and  the  armed 
cotton-clad  steamers  Dr.  Batey  and  Grand  Duke, 
in  which  the  Indianola  was  sunk,  and  her  officers 
and  crew  made  prisoners. 

In  obedience  to  an  order  from  Acting  Rear- Ad- 
miral Porter,  commanding  the  Mississippi  squad- 
ron, I  passed  the  batteries  at  Vicksburgh  and 
Warrenton,on  the  night  of  the  thirteenth  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  having  in  tow  two  barges,  containing 
about  seven  thousand  bushels  of  coal  each,  with- 
out being  once  struck,  although  eighteen  shots 
were  fired,  all  of  which  passed  over  us. 

I  kept  on  down  the  river,  but  owing  to  dense 
fogs,  made  but  slow  progress  until  the  morning 
of  the  fifteenth.  When  about  ten  miles  below 
Natchez,  I  met  the  steamboat  Era  No.  Five,  hav- 
ing on  board  Colonel  Ellet,  of  the  ram  fleet,  and  a 
portion  of  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  steamer 
Queen  of  the  West  I  then  learned,  for  the  first 
time,  of  the  loss  of  that  boat,  and  after  consult- 
ing with  Colonel  Ellet,  I  concluded  to  continue  on 
down  as  far  as  the  mouth  of  Red  River.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  I  got  under  way,  the 
Era  No.  Five  leading.  On  nearing  Ellis's  Clifik, 
the  Era  made  the  preiirranged  signal  of  danger 
ahead;  soon  after  which  I  made  out  the  rebel 
steamer  William  H.  Webb.  Before  I  got  within 
range  of  the  Webb,  she  had  turned,  and  was 
standing  down-stream  with  great  speed.  I  fired 
two  shots  from  the  eleven-inch  guns,  but  both 
fell  short  of  her.  She  soon  ran  out  of  sight,  and 
in  consequence  of  a  thick  fog  setting  in,  I  could  not 
continue  the  chase,  but  was  obliged  to  anchor. 

I  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River,  on  the 
seventeeth  of  February,  firom  which  time,  until 
the  twenty-first  of  the  same  month,  I  maintained 
a  strict  blockade  at  that  point. 

I  could  procure  no  Red  River  pilots,  and  there- 
fore did  not  enter  that  river.  The  Era  No.  Five 
being  unarmed,  and  having  several  prisoners  on 
board,  Col.  Ellet  decided  to  go  up  the  river,  and 
communicate  with  the  squadron,  and  sailed  at 
noon,  on  the  eighteenth  of  the  same  month,  for 
that  purpose. 

On  learning  that  the  Queen  of  the  West  had 
been  repaired  by  the  rebels,  and  was  nearly  ready 
for  service,  also  that  the  Wm.  H.  Webb,  and  four 
cotton-clad  boats,  with  boarding  parties  on  board, 
were  fitting  out  to  attack  the  Indianola,  I  left 
the  Red  River,  for  the  purpose  of  getting  cotton, 
to  fill  up  the  space  between  the  casemate  and 
wheel-houses,  so  as  to  be  better  able  to  repel  the 
boarding  parties 

By  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-second  of  tiie 
same  month,  I  had  procured  as  much  cotton  as  I 
required,  and  concluded  to  keep  up  on  the  river, 
thinking  that  I  would  certainly  meet  another  boat 
the  morning  following,  but  I  was  disappointed.  I 
then  concluded  to  communicate  with  the  squad- 
ron as  soon  as  possible,  thinking  that  Col.  Ellet 
had  not  reach^  the  squadron,  or  that  Admiral 
Porter  would  expect  me  to  return  when  I  found 
that  no  other  boat  was  sent  below. 

I  kept  the  bunkers  of  the  Indianola  filled  with 


coal,  and  would  have  sunk  what  remained  in  the 
barges,  but  knowing  that  if  another  boat  was  sent 
below  Vicksburgh,  I  would  be  expected  to  sup- 
ply her  with  coal,  I  concluded  to  hold  on  to  the 
barges  as  long  as  possible.  In  consequence  of 
having  the  bai^ges  alongside,  we  could  make  but 
slow  progress  against  the  tide ;  the  result  of 
which  was,  I  did  not  reach  Grand  Gulf  until  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  same  month, 
at  which  point,  and  at  others  above,  we  were  fired 
on  by  parties  on  shore.  As  I  knew  that  it  would 
be  as  much  as  I  could  do  to  get  past  the  Warren- 
ton  batteries  before  daylight  the  next  morning,  I 
returned  the  fire  of  but  one  party. 

About  half-past  nine  p.m.,  on  ^e  twenty-fourth 
of  the  same  month,  the  night  being  very  dark,  four 
boats  were  discovered  in  chase  of  us.  I  immedi- 
ately cleared  for  action,  and  as  soon  as  all  prepa- 
rations were  completed,  I  turned  and  stood  down 
the  river  to  meet  them.  At  this  time  the  leading 
vessel  was  about  three  miles  below,  the  others  fol- 
lowing in  close  order.  As  we  Aeared  them,  I  made 
them  out  to  be  the  rams  Queen  of  the  West  and 
William  U.  Webb ;  and  two  other  steamers,  a)t- 
ton-clad  and  filled  with  men. 

The  Queen  of  the  West  was  the  first  to  stnkt 
us,  which  she  did,  after  passing  through  the  coal- 
barge  lashed  to  our  port  side,  doing  us  no  serious 
damage.  Next  came  the  Webb.  I  stood  for  her 
at  full  speed.  Both  vessels  came  together,  bows 
on,  with  a  tremendous  crash,  which  knocked 
nearly  every  one  down  on  board  of  both  vessels, 
doing  no  damage  to  us,  while  the  Webb*s  bow 
was  cut  in  at  least  eight  feet,  extending  from 
about  two  feet  above  the  w&t^-line  to  the  kel- 
son. At  this  time,  the  engagement  became  gen- 
eral, and  at  very  dose  quarters.  I  devoted  but 
litUe  attention  to  the  cotton-dad  steamers,  al- 
though they  kept  up  a  heavy  fire  with  field- 
pieces  and  small-arms,  as  I  knew  that  everything 
depended  on  my  disabling  the  ram&  The  third 
blow  crushed  ihe  starbourd  barge,  leaving  parts 
hanging  by  the  lashings,  which  were  speedily 
cut  The  crew  of  the  Indianola  not  numbering 
enough  men  to  man  both  batteries,  I  kept  the 
forward  guns  manned  all  the  time,  and  fired  them 
whenever  I  could  get  a  shot  at  the  rams.  The 
night  being  very  dju^k,  our  aim  was  uncertain, 
and  our  fire  proved  less  effective  than  I  thought 
at  the  time.  The  peep-holes  in  the  pilot-house 
were  so  small  that  it  would  have  been  a  difficult 
matter  to  have  worked  the  vessel  fit>m  that  place 
in  daylight,  so  that  during  the  whole  engagement 
the  pilots  were  unable  to  aid  me  by  their  know- 
ledge of  the  rivtr,  as  thev  were  unable  to  see 
any  thing — consequently  they  could  do  no  more 
than  obey  such  oniers  as  they  received  from  me 
in  regard  to  working  the  engines  and  helm.  Xo 
misunderstanding  occurred  in  the  performance  of 
that  duty,  and  I  was  enabled  to  receive  the  first 
five  blows  of  the  rams  forward  of  the  wheels,  and 
at  such  angles  that  they  did  no  more  damage 
than  to  start  the  plating  where  they  struck 

The  sixth  blow  we  received,  was  from  the 
Webb,  which  crushed  in  the  starboard  wheel, 
disabled    the  starboard  rudder  and  started  a 
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number  of  leaks  abaft  the  shaft.  Being  unable 
to  work  the  starboard  engine,  placed  us  m  an  al- 
most powerless  condition,  but  I  continued  the 
fight  until  we  receiyed  the  seventh  blow,  which 
was  given  us  hy  the  Webb.  She  struck  us  fair 
in  the  stem,  and  started  the  timbers  and  star- 
board rudder-box,  so  that  the  water  poured  in  in 
large  Tolumes.  At  this  time  I  knew  that  the  In- 
dianola  could  be  of  no  more  service  to  us,  and  my 
desire  was  to  render  her  useless  to  the  enemy, 
which  I  did  by  keeping  her  in  deep  water  until 
there  was  two  and  a  half  feet  of  water  over  the 
floor,  and  the  leaks  were  increasing  rapidly  as 
she  settled,  so  as  to  bring  the  opemng  made  by 
the  Webb  under  water. 

Knowing  that  if  either  of  the  rams  struck  us 
again  in  the  stem,  which  they  then  had  excel- 
lent opportunities  of  doing,  on  account  of  our  dis- 
abled condition,  we  would  sink  so  suddenly  that 
few,  if  any,  lives  would  be  saved,  I  succeeded  in 
running  her  bows  on  shore  by  starting  the  screw 
engines.  As  furtiier  resistance  could  only  result 
in  a  great  loss  of  life  on  our  part,  without  a  cor- 
responding result  on  the  part  of  the  enemy,  I  sur- 
rendered the  Indianola,  a  partially  sunken  ves- 
sel, fast  filling  with  water,  to  a  force  of  four  ves- 
sels, mounting  ten  guns,  and  manned  by  over 
one  thousand  men. 

The  engagement  lasted  one  hour  and  twenty- 
seren  minutes.  I  lost  but  one  killed,  one  wound- 
ed, and  seven  missing,  while  the  enemy  lost  two 
officers  and  thirty-tfa^e  men  killed,  and  many 
wounded.  Before  the  enemy  could  make  any 
preparations  for  endeavoring  to  save  the  Indian- 
ola, her  stem  was  under  water.  Both  rams  were 
so  Teiy  much  crippled,  that  I  doubt  whether  they 
would  have  tried  to  ram  again  had  not  their  last 
blow  proved  so  fatal  to  us.  Both  signal-books  were 
thrown  in  the  river  by  me  a  few  minutes  before 
the  surrender. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  state  that  the  nine-inch 
guns  of  the  Indianola  were  thrown  overboard, 
uid  the  eleven-inch  guns  damaged  by  being  load- 
^  with  heavy  charges  and  solid  shot,  placed 
muzzle  to  muzzle,  and  fired  by  a  slow  match,  so 
that  they  were  rendered  useless. 

This  was  done  in  consequence  of  ,the  sham 
Monitor  sent  firom  above,  having  grounded  about 
two  miles  above  the  wreck  of  the  Indianola. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain, 
Very  respectfully,  your  obed*t  serv't, 

Geo.  Bbowk, 

lient.  Gommuider  U.  &  Navy. 

To  Hon.  GiDEOM  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary,  Washington,  D.O. 

MEMPHIS   **ABaUS"   ACCOUNT. 

MnonnB,  March  5, 1868. 

The  Indianola  met  with  no  adventure  worth 
focording,  until  reaching  a  point  thirty-five  miles 
below  Vicksburgh.  Here  she  put  in  for  a  short 
hme,  for  what  reason  we  have  not  been  advised. 
This  was  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  twenty- 
fourth  ult  She  had  not  been  there  long  before 
we  outlines  of  two  or  three  boats  were  discover- 
ed, as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  below.     It  was 


evident  that  they  had  on  a  full  head  of  steam, 
and  Captain  Brown  at  once  divined  their  charac- 
ter and  purpose.  They  were  none  other  than  the 
long-expected  rams,  and  hard  fighting  was  to  be 
the  order  of  the  next  few  hours. 

The  Indianola  at  once  put  on  steam,  and  was 
soon  out  in  the  channel.  She  started  uprstream 
— leisurely,  it  may  be  said  with  truth,  for  at  her 
highest  rate  of  speed  her  movements  were  snail- 
like compared  to  theirs — but  so  well  in  hand  as 
to  be  brought  into  action  at  a  mementos  warning. 
The  rams  advanced  rapidly,  the  Queen  of  the 
West  naturally  in  the  lead,  the  Webb,  Grand 
Duke,  and  another,  whose  name  could  not  be  ob- 
tained, following  close  in  her  wake. 

The  Webb  "Was  formerly  a  lower  river  tow- 
boat,  and  is  noted  for  her  speed  and  great  pow- 
ers of  endurance.  She  carries  a  number  of  guns 
of  heavy  calibre,  is  of  wooden  material,  but  has 
I  her  machinery  and  boilers  guarded  by  heavy 
iron  plates.  We  believe  she  can  be  used  as  a 
ram,  having  an  iron  prow,  but  in  this  instance 
depended  upon  her  batteries,  leaving  the  others 
to  come  to  close  quarters. 

The  Indianola*s  heaviest  and  best  guns  are  on 
her  bow.  Of  this  fact  the  advancing  rams  were 
evidently  aware,  for  they  sheered  off  to  right  and 
left  as  often  as  she  changed  position  to  get  them 
in  range,  and  managed,  by  the  greater  ease  with 
which  they  could  be  handled,  to  give  her  no  op- 
portunity to  use  them  with  effect 

Of  course  the  Indianola  was  clumsjr ;  iron  can- 
not be  as  easily  handled  as  wood,  and  one  large 
man  is  seldom  able  to  gain  material  advantage  in 
a  rough-and-tumble  struggle,  over  three  or  four 
small  ones  who  act  in  concert  and  determinedly. 

The  ball  opened.  A  shot  from  the  Webb 
came  whistling  in  the  air.  It  passed  over  the 
Indianola,  and  went  down  with  a  splash  a  few 
hundred  feet  behind.  Another  came,  with  simi- 
lar effect  The  rams  darted  here  and  there,  ad- 
vancing and  retreating,  endeavoring  to  get  near 
enough  to  try  their  iron  prows  against  tiie  gun- 
boat's sides,  but  by  no  means  anxious  to  receive 
a  shot  from  one  of  her  heavy  guns.  Had  she 
been  able  to  get  a  fair  range,  she  would  doubt- 
less have  crippled  either  of  her  assailants  by  one 
well-directed  shot,  but  this  she  obtained  no  op- 
portunity of  doing.  The  firing  proceeded  rapid- 
ly. The  available  guns  on  the  Indianola  were 
run  out  and  fired  as  TApfdly  &s  circumstances 
would  permit,  while  the  Webb  and  Queen  of  the 
West  kept  up  a  lively  cannonading  from  their 
bull-dogs. 

Those  who  witnessed  the  gunboat  and  ram 
fight  opposite  Memphis  have  some  idea  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  latter  do  their  work.  The 
Webb,  although  gradually  advancing,  kept  at  a 
respectful  distance,  but  so  engaged  the  Indianola's 
attention  that  the  latter  had  liUle  time  to  devote 
to  the  rams,  which  fairly  danced  in  the  waters 
on  all  sides,  watching  an  opportunity  to  give  her 
a  poke  with  their  iron  noses.  With  nothing  but 
the  Webb  before  her,  the  Indianola  would  have 
had  but  litUe  work  on  her  hands.  She  would 
doubtless  have  made  short  work  of  her  in  little 
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time,  and  proceeded  on  her  way  comparatively 
unharmed. 

The  experience  of  this  war  on  the  MiBsissippi 
has  shown  that,  notwithstanding  the  lahor  and 
treasure  expended  in  hringing  gunhoats  to  that 
point  known  as  inTulnerahility,  common  steam- 
boats, with  iron  prows,  and  vital  portions  well 
protected,  have  been  able,  in  the  hands  of  fear- 
less commanders;,  to  perform  exploits  which  the 
iron-clads  dare  not  attempt  The  experience 
held  good  in  this  instance.  While  the  Webb  was 
pouring  in  the  shots,  the  rams  managed  to  near- 
ly surround  the  gunboat,  and  one  of  them  soon 
ibund  an  opportunity  to  use  her  prow  with  force 
on  one  of  the  Indian(^a's  sides.  Another  dosed 
with  equal  success.  They  ran  back,  then  for- 
ward, meeting  squarely  and  glancing  o4f,  sinking 
two  coal-barges  which  the  gunboat  had  in  tow, 
and,  incredible  as  it  may  i^>pear,  succeeded  in 
eluding  all  of  her  shots. 

Every  engagement  must  have  a  termination, 
and  this  one  was  soon  over.  The  Webb  and 
Indianola  briskly  kept  up  their  firing,  the  ramis 
their  butting,  and  presently  the  contestants  were 
in  close  quarters.  The  Indianola  had  made  a 
gallant  fight,  but  was  literally  overpowered.  She 
had  sustained  many  hard  blows  from  the  rams, 
and  her  commander  received  information  that  the 
water  was  coming  into  her  hold.  He  arrived  at 
the  conclusion  that  she  was  in  a  sinking  con- 
dition, and  that  further  resistance  was  useless. 

He  accordingly  went  on  deck  and  waved  a 
white  handkerchief  in  token  of  surrender.  This 
was  evidently  regarded  at  once  in  the  light  in 
which  it  was  intended,  and  the  firing  ceased  on 
the  Webb.  Aa  soon  as  communication  had  been 
established,  Captain  Brown  was  ordered  to  run 
the  boat  to  the  Louisiana  shore.  He  complied ; 
the  confederate  fleet  came  over,  and  the  boafs 
o£Bicer8  and  crew,  with  the  exception  of  one  man, 
became  prisoners  of  war. 


Doc.  125. 
DESTRUCTION    OF  THE   INDIANOLA. 

RBABrADMIBAL  P0BTBR*8  DBSPATOH. 

V.  8.  MtBmenm  flQVAMioir,  Tamo  Riyr.  MAfch  10, ) 
Tia  M«mphU  and  LoidsvlUe,  Ulfa.     f 

Ths  Hon.  Gideon  Welles,  Secretary  of  the  Navy  : 
I  HAVB  been  pretty  wdl  assured  lor  some  time 
past  that  the  Indianola  had  been  blown  up,  in 
consequence  of  the  appeanuice  of  a  wooden  imi- 
tation mortar,  which  the  enemy  sunk  with  their 
batteries.  The  mortar  was  a  valuable  aid  to  us. 
It  forced  away  the  Queen  of  the  West,  and  caused 
the  blowing  up  of  the  Indianola. 

The  following  Is  an  account  of  the  affair,  taken 
from  the  Vicksbuiigh  Whig  of  the  fifth  instant: 

^*  Destruction  or  thb  Ikdianola. — ^We  stated 
a  day  or  two  since  that  we  would  not  enlighten 
our  readers  in  regard  to  a  matter  which  was 

{razzling  them  very  much.  We  alluded  to  the 
088  of  the  gunboat  Indianola,  recentlv  captured 
from  the  enemy.  We  were  loth  to  acknowledge 
■he  had  been  destroyed,  but  such  is  the  case. 


^*  The  Yankee  barge  sent  down  the  riTer  hst 
week  was  reported  to  be  an  inMHdad  gunboat 
The  authorities,  thinking  that  this  moostter 
would  retake  the  Indianola,  immediately  issued 
an  order  to  blow  her  up.  The  order  wu  sent 
down  by  courier  to  the  officer  in  charge  of  Uie 
vessel 

^*  A  few  hours  afterward  another  order  wis 
sent  down,  countermanding  the  first,  it  being  as- 
certained that  the  monstrous  craft  was  onlr  a 
coal-boat;  but  before  it  reached  the  Indianola 
she  had  been  blown  to  atoms  —  not  eren  a  Kun 
was  saved.  Who  is  to  blame  for  this  folly — this 
precipitancy  f 

**  It  would  really  seem  as  if  we  had  no  mt  for 
gtmboats  on  the  Mississippi,  as  a  coal-barge  is 
magnified  into  a  monster,  and  our  authorities  im- 
mediately order  a  boat  that  would  have  been 
worth  a  small  army  to  us  to  be  blown  up." 

D.    D.   POKTIR, 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Commandiog  Mitfiiftpr'  SmiaJ^vl 

BRAR-ADBURAIi   PORTER'S  LETTER. 

U.  8.  Mrasonpn  Sqoainuv,        ( 
Taxoo  RiYsa,  Tburvdaj,  rebniao*  26,  l9&  f 

Mr  Dbar :  We  are  all  in  quite  &  state  of 

excitement  here,  in  consequence  of  the  appear- 
ance of  the  ram  Queen  of  the  West  at  Warren- 
ton,  seven  miles  below  Vicksbuiigh,  with  the 
rebel  fiag  flying.  She  was  discoverad  earlj  yes- 
terday morning  lying  there  with  steam  up,  nt^J 
for  a  start  The  account  I  received  from  Coni- 
modore  Ellet  led  me  to  believe  that  she  vas  in 
such  a  condition  that  she  could  not  be  repured 
for  some  time ;  you  may  judge  of  my  £urpri^«i 
then,  when  told  she  was  near  Yicksbuigh.  I  al- 
ways thought  that  the  ram  crew  skedaddled 
without  any  necessity,  and  now  I  am  prettv  well 
convinced  of  it ;  at  all  events,  they  spoiled  a  j«J 
important  operation  —  holding  possession  of  the 
Mississippi  River  between  Vicksburgh  aod  Port 
Hudson,  and  cutting  ofi*  all  supplies.  The  rebels 
had  only  one  vessel  on  the  whole  river;  tiot 
was  the  Webb,  a  worn-out,  leaking  vessel,  and 
not  in  any  way  to  be  feared ;  hence  we  should 
have  had  things  all  our  own  way.  There  wtft 
on  the  way  and  past  Vicksbuiigh  twelve  iseod 
guns,  such  as  they  have  not  got  in  all  "  tM- 
dom  "—at  least  in  this  part  of  it— and  three  ves- 
sels ;  one,  it  is  true,  was  an  old  feiry-beat  that 
we  had  captived,  but  she  had  a  gun  on,  and 
would  have  answered  to  protect  the  coal-hiii^ 
while  the  other  two  cruised  together.  "Well  all 
that  was  knocked  in  the  head  by  the  ram  getting 
ashore,  through  the  treachery  of  the  pilot,  under 
a  battery. 

The  prize  New  Era,  and  the  persons  who  «- 
caped,  were  only  saved  firom  capture  by  meeting 
the  Indianola,  which  vessel  made  the  Wehh  torn 
back,  and  she  (the  Webb)  escaped  up  Red  Biter. 
I  knew  that  Brown  oould  take  care  of  the  Wehb 
by  himself;  but  I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  be  a 
match  for  the  Queen  and  Webb  both  lammiog 
him  at  the  same  tima  The  Indianola  is  a  weak 
vessel,  and  the  only  good  thing  about  her  is  her 
batteiy. 

Amid  the  incidents  of  war  ridicuk>us  thiogs 
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occur,  and  I  muBt  tell  ywi  of  a  little  affair  that 
happened  here,  and  has  created  great  mirth  on 
our  side,  notwithstanding  the  loss  of  the  Queen. 
I  think  the  loss  of  that  vesBel  is  worse  thui  the 
affair  of  the  Galveston  squadron.  I  have  scarce- 
ly patience  to  write  ahout  it  or  to  he  amused  at 
any  thing. 

Daring  the  time  of  the  running  &e  hlockade 
by  the  Queen  of  the  West  and  the  Indiaoola, 
five  of  the  guns  in  the  forts  at  Vickshurgh  were 
burst  and  dismounted ;  therefore  it  was  an  oh- 
ject  to  make  the  enemy  fire  as  mudi  as  possible. 
I  fi;ot  a  mortar  in  easy  range  and  opened  on  that 
part  of  the  town  where  uiere  was  nothing  hut 
armf  supplies,  and  soon  proYoked  a  fire  of  four 
of  their  heavy  batteries.  The  shell  at  first  fell 
over  the  m<Htar  and  around  it,  bursting  close  to 
our  men,  but  the  range  began  to  grow  shorter, 
until  they  let  us  have  it  all  our  own  way. 

Finding  that  they  could  not  be  provoked  to 
fire  without  an  object,  I  thought  of  getting  up  an 
imitation  monitor.  Ericsson  saved  the  oountnr 
vith  an  iron  one  —  why  could  I  not  save  it  with 
a  wooden  one  ?  An  old  coal-bai^  picked  up  in 
the  river,  was  the  foundation  to  build  on.  It 
was  built  of  old  boards  in  twelve  hours,  with 
pork-baivds  on  top  of  each  other  for  smoke- 
{Stacks,  and  two  old  canoes  for  quarter-boats; 
her  furnaces  were  built  of  mud,  and  only  intend- 
ed to  make  black  smoke  and  not  steam. 

Without  knowing  that  Brown  was  in  peril,  I 
let  loose  our  monitor.  ■  When  it  was  descried  by 
the  dim  light  of  the  mom,  never  dkl  the  batteries 
of  Vickshurgh  open  with  such  a  din ;  the  earth 
iairly  trembled,  «nd  the  shot  flew  thick  around 
the  devoted  monitor.  But  she  ran  safely  past  all 
the  batteries,  though  under  fire  for  an  hour,  and 
drifted  down  to  the  lower  mouth  of  the  canal. 
She  WIS  a  mudi  better  looking  vessel  than  the 
Indianola. 

When  it  was  broad  daylight  they  opened  on 
her  again  wi^  all  the  guns  they  could  bring  to 
bear,  without  a  shot  hitting  her  to  do  any  hutn, 
because  tber  did  not  make  her  settle  in  the 
water,  though  going  in  at  one  side«nd  out  at  an- 
other. She  was  already  full  of  water.  The  sol- 
diers of  our  army  shouted  and  laughed  like  mad, 
but  the  laugh  was  somewhat  against  them  when 
they  sulMequently  discovered  the  Queen  of  the 
West  lying  at  the  wharf  at  Warrenton.  The 
que^ion  was  asked,  what  had  happened  to  the 
Indianola  ?  Had  the  two  rams  sunk  her  or  cap- 
tured her  in  the  engagement  we  heard  the  night 
before?  The  sounds  of  cannon  had  receded 
down  the  river,  which  led  us  to  believe  that 
Brown  was  chasing  the  Webb,  and  that  the 
(^leen  had  got  up  past  him. 

One  or  two  soldiers  got  the  monitor  out  in  the 
stream  again,  and  let  her  go  down  on  the  ram 
Queen.  All  the  forts  commenced  firing  and  sig- 
nalling, and  as  the  monitor  approached  the  Queen 
she  turned  tail  and  ran  down  river  as  fast  as  she 
could  go,  the  monitor  after  her,  making  all  the 
speed  that  was  given  her  by  a  five-knot  current 
The  forts  at  Warrenton  fired  bravely  and  rapidly, 
but  the  monitor  did  not  return  the  fire  wiui  her 


wooden  guns,  but  proceeded  down  after  the  Queen 
of  the  West  An  hour  after  this  the  same  heavy 
firing  that  we  had  heard  the  night  before  came 
booming  up  on  the  still  air. 

A  rain  commenced  which  defies  all  efforts  to  f 
describe^  and  has  been  falling  ever  since,  inun- 
dating every  thing  around  here,  and  shutting  out 
all  sounds  excepting  the  thunders,  of  heaven, 
which  are  reverberating  all  the  time,  day  and 
night  You  can  form  as  good  an  idea  of  affairs 
below  as  I  can.  I  shall  not  believe  in  the  safety 
of  the  Indianola  until  I  see  her. 

The  firing  of  the  heavy  guns  may  have  been  a 
ru$e  to  entice  some  more  of  our  gunboats  down 
there,  but  it  won't  succeed.  Brown  may  be  there 
and  out  of  coal,  and  I  am  afraid  to  set  a  coal- 
barge  adrift  for  fear  the  ram  might  pick  it  up  and 
be  enabled  to  cut  around  with  it,  for  they  have  a 
short  supply  now.  D.  D.  Porter. 

RICHMOND  *' EXAMINEE"  ACCOUNT. 

RiomoKO,  Ya.,  March  7, 1S6S. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  war,  the  Southern 
Confederacy  was  much  diverted  with  the  Yankee 
fright  at  '^^ masked"  batteries,  little  thinking  the 
day  would  soon  come  for  them  to  turn  the  tables 
on  us  and  join  in  a  general  guffaw  over  our  panic 
at  gunboats.  During  the  summer  of  1862,  the 
newspapers  (believed  by  the  immense  Conrad) 
pleaded  earnestly  for  the  fortification  of  coasts, 
harbors,  and  rivers,  and  endeavored  to  prepare 
the  public  mind  for  the  disasters  which  would 
inevitably  ensue  as  soon  as  the  gunboat^  b^an 
to  swim  in  our  waters.  But  Mr.  Davis  sneered 
at  navies,  placed  his  reliance  in  the  somnolent 
Mallory,  and  expended  his  eneiigies  in  the  crea- 
tion, on  the  avenge,  of  two  brigadiers  to  each 
private. 

True  to  the  prediction  of  the  newspapers,  cher- 
ished by  the  noble  Conrad,  the  gunboats  came. 
They  knocked  down  the  mud-banks  at  Ilatteras 
and  alarmed  the  good  {Mople  of  the  Old  North 
State  beyond  measure.  Their  next  essay  was 
upon  Fort  Henry,  a  little  pen,  which  Mr.  Benja- . 
min  supposed  to  be  placed,  as  near  as  he  could 
guess,  at  the  confluence  of  the  Nile  and  the 
Ganges.  After  that  the  gunboat  panic  seized 
the  whole  country,  and  it  became  a  serious  quea-  . 
tion  at  the  navy  department  whether  liberty  and 
the  Southern  Confederacy  could  exist  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a  cannon  floatuoig  on  a  piece  of  wood  in 
the  water. 

In  this  state  of  direful  trepidation  the  unhappy 
South  remained  until  the  night  at  Drury's  Bluff 
On  that  eminence  the  firagmentary  crews  of  Mr. 
Mallory^s  exploded  navy  were  assembled  to  con- 
test the  advance  of  this  modem  horror — the  iron 
gunboat  Sailors,  marines,  and  nuddies  did  their 
best,  and,  with  the  aid  of  Providence  and  some 
spunky  clod*hopper  artillery  firom  the  neighbor- 
hood, succeeded  in  driving  the  gunboats  off 
Here  was  bravery  and  skill ;  but  the  exploit  was 
no  greater  than  the  Chinese  had  performed  on 
the  Peiho.  Yet  the  whole  Confederacy  threw  up 
its  hat,  wq>t,  danced,  chuckled,  and  shouted  as 
if  Leonidas  and  Thermopyln .  had  been  found 
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again.  The  event  was  great  in  that  it  dissipated 
in  a  moment  the  gunboat  panic.  Since  then  gun- 
boats have  been  regarded  with  such  indifference 
that  the  gentlemen  who  are  acting  during  Mr. 
#  Mallory^s  permanent  nap  have  discarded  navies 
altogether,  and  turned  over  all  marine  operations 
to  a  wild  Tennessee  cavahT"  under  Wheeler, 
mounted  on  scraggy  ponies. 

The  horse-marine  system  has  answered  ad- 
mirably till  now.  But  of  late  a  new  terror  has 
turned  up.  The  telegraph  brings  us  tidings  of 
something  which  is  tremblingly  described  as  a 
it  Turreted  Monster."  Gunboats  are  deemed  not 
more  dangerous  than  dug-outs,  but  when  the 
case  is  altered  to  an  interview  vrith  a  **  Turreted 
Monster,"  then  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Father 
of  Waters  can  do  nothing  better  than  make  two- 
forty  toward  the  mountains. 

The  reported  fate  of  the  Indianola  is  even  more 
disgraceful  than  farcical.  Here  was  perhaps  the 
finest  iron-clad  in  the  Western  waters,  captured 
after  a  heroic  struggle,  rapidly  repaired!,  and  des- 
tined to  join  the  Queen  of  the  West  in  a  series 
of  victories.  Next  we  hear  that  she  was  of  ne- 
cessity blown  up,  in  the  true  Merrimac-Mallory 
style,  and  why?  Laugh  and  hold  your  sides, 
lest  you  die  of  a  surfeit  of  derision,  0  Yankee- 
dom  I  Blown  up  because  forsooth  a  flat-boat  or 
mud-scow,  with  a  small  house  taken  firom  the 
back-garden  of  a  plantation  put  on  top  of  it,  is 
floated  down  the  river  before  the  frightened  eyes 
of  the  Partisan  Rangers.     A  Turreted  Monster ! 

^'  A  jnost  unfortunate  and  unnecessary  affair," 
says  the  despatch.  Rather  so  1  **  The  turreted 
monster  proved  to  be  a  flat-boat,  with  sundry 
flxturcs  to  create  deception !"  Think  of  that ! 
^*  She  passed  Vicksburgh  on  Tuesday  night,  and 
the  officers,  (what  ofiBcers  ?)  believing  her  to  be  a 
turreted  monster,  blew  up  the  Indianola,  but  her 
guns  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands."  That  is 
passing  odd.  Her  guns  fell  into  ^'the  enemy's 
hands  after  she  was  blown  up!"  Incredible! 
Mallory  and  Tatnall  did  better  than  that  with 
.  the  Merrimac 

"  The  Queen  of  the  West,"  continues  the  face- 
tious despatch,  **  left  in  such  a  hurry  as  to  forget 
part  of  her  crew,  who  were  left  on  shore."  Well 
done  for  the  Queen  of  the  West  and  her  brave 
officers.  **  Taken  altogether,"  concludes  the  in- 
imitable despatch,  *Mt  was  a  good  joke  on  the 
Partisan  Rangers,  who  are  notoriously  more  cun- 
ning than  brave."  Truly  an  excellent  joke  —  so 
excellent  that  every  man  connected  with  this  af- 
fair (if  any  resemblance  of  the  truth  is  contained 
in  the  despatch)  should  be  branded  with  the 
capital  letters  ^^  T.  M."  and  enrolled  in  a  detached 
company,  to  be  known  by  the  name  of  "The 
Turreted  Monster,"  henceforth  and  forever.  We 
employ  the  conditional  tense  because,  as  the 
reader  will  perceive  by  Qeneral  Pemberton's  tele- 
gram of  a  later  date,  some  doubt  yet  exists  as  to 
'the  true  story.  General  Pemberton  does  not 
precisely  contradict  the  original  statement  rela- 
tive to  the  turreted  panic,  but  indicates  that  the 
guns  did  not  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands,  because 
one  of  them  bursted,  and  the  vessel  itself  is  sunk- 
en in  the  river. 


Doa  126. 
GENERAL    LEE'S    ORDER 

IN  BBFBRBNCE  TO  OPBRATIONS  IS  VIBGnilA,  IK  1862. 

Hkadquabtkbs  Arvt  Norrainr  VnHniu,  I 
JMMraanr  K,  ISOL  \ 

General  Ordebs,  No.  29. 

The  General  Commanding  announces  to  the 
army  the  series  of  successes  of  the  ctTtlry  of 
Northern  Virginia  during  the  winter  months,  k 
spite  of  the  obstacles  of  dmost  impassable  raids, 
limited  forage,  and  inclement  weatiier. 

1.  About  the  first  of  December,  General  Hamp- 
ton, with  a  detachment  of  his  brigade,  crossed  the 
Upper  Rappahannock,  surprised  two  squadroDs 
of  Union  cavalry,  captured  several  oomimssioned 
ofiBcers,  and  about  one  hundred  men,  with  thor 
horses;  arms,  colors,  and  accoutrements,  witboat 
loss  on  his  part 

2.  On  the  fourth  of  December,  undor  the  direc- 
tion of  Colonel  Beale  and  Miyor  Waller,  with  a  de- 
tachment of  sixty  dismounted  men  of  the  Ninth 
Virginia  cavalry.  Gen.  William  F.  Lee's  hrigade 
crossed  the  Rappahannock  below  Port  Royil  in 
skififs,  attacked  the  enemy's  cavaliy  pickets,  ctp- 
tured  forty-nine,  including  several  commissiooed 
ofiBcers,  with  horses,  arms,  etc.,  andrecnxsedtbe 
river,  without  loss. 

8.  On  the  eleventh  December,  Gen.  Hampton 
crossed  the  Rappaliannock  with  a  deticfamnt  of 
his  brigade,  cut  the  enemy's  communications  at 
Dumfries,  entered  the  town  a  few  hoars  before 
Sigel's  corps,  then  advancing  on  Fredericksburg 
captured  twenty  wagons  with  a  guard  of  about 
ninety  men,  and  returned  safely  to  bis  camp.  On 
the  sixteenth  December  he  again  crossed  the  mer 
with  a  small  force,  proceeded  to  Occoqum.  sm- 
prised  the  pickets  between  that  place  and  Dum- 
fries, captured  fifty  wagons,  bringing  many  of 
them  across  the  Occoquan  in  a  ferry-boat,  and 
beating  back  a  brigade  of  cavalry  sent  to  their 
rescue.  He  reached  the  Rappahanuock  with  thir- 
ty wagons  and  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners. 

4.  On  the  twenty-fifth  December,  Gea  Stuart 
with  detachments  of  Hampton's,  Fiti-Hugfa  Lee's, 
and  W.  F.  Lee's  brigades,  under  theconunaDdof 
their  ofiBcers,  respectively,  made  a  force  reoooBoisr 
ance  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  lines,  attacked 
him  at  Dumfries,  capturing  men  and  wagons  at 
that  place,  advanced  toward  Alexandria,  drove 
his  cavalry  vrith  considerable  loss  toward  Occo- 
quan, captured  his  camp  on  that  stream,  burned 
the  Accotink  bridge  on  the  Orange  and  Alexan- 
dria Railroad,  then  passing  north  of  Fair&z  Court- 
House,  returned  to  Culpeper  with  more  than  tvo 
hundred  prisoners  and  twenty-five  wagons,  with 
a  loss  on  his  part  of  six  men  wounded,  and  Capt 
Bullock,  a  most  gallant  officer,  killed. 

6.  On  FebruaiT  sixteenth,  Captains  McNeO  and 
Stamp,  of  Gen.  Imboden's  cavadry,  with  twentr- 
three  men,  attacked  near  Romney  a  snpply-tnin 
of  twenty -seven  wagons,  guarded  by  about  one 
hundred  and  fifty  cavalry  and  infiuitry,  roate«l 
the  guard,  captured  seventy-two  prisonen;,  and 
one  hundred  and  six  horses,  with  equipments 
etc,  and  though  hotly  pursued,  retained  to  his 
camp  with  his  captives  without  the  loss  of  a  noit 
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This  is  the  third  feat  of  the  same  character  in 
irhich  Captain  McNeil  has  displayed  skill  and 
daring. 

6.  Gen.  W.  F.  Lee,  with  a  section  of  his  artil- 
lery, under  Lieut  Ford^^on  twenty-fifth  Febru- 
ary, attacked  two  of  the  enemy^s  gunboats  at  Tap- 
pahannock,  and  drove  them  down  the  river,  darn- 
ing them,  but  suffering  no  loss  on  his  part 

7.  Gen.  Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  with  a  detachment  of 
four  hundred  of  his  brigade,  crossed  the  swollen 
waters  of  the  Rappahannock  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  February,  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  lines  to 
within  a  few  miles  of  Falmouth,  broke  through 
hiii  outposts,  fell  upon  his  camps,  killed  and 
wounded  many,  took  one  hundred  and  fifty  pri- 
soners, including  five  commissioned  and  ten  non- 
commissioned officers,  and  recrossed  the  river 
with  the  loss  of  only  fourteen  killed,  woimded,  and 
missing. 

8.  On  twenty-sixth  February,  Brig. -Gen.  W.  E. 
Jones,  with  a  small  force,  attacked  two  regiments 
of  caralry,  belonging  to  Milroy's  command,  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  routed  them  and  took  two 
hundred  prisoners,  with  horses,  arms,  etc. ;  with 
the  ioss  on  his  part  of  only  two  killed  and  two 
wounded. 

9.  Major  White,  of  General  Joneses  command, 
crossed  the  Potomac  in  a  boat,  attacked  several 
I>arties  of  the  enemjr's  cavalry,  near  Poolesville, 
MaryUnd,  and  beside  those  he  killed  and  wound- 
ed, took  seventy-seven  prisoners,  with  horses, 
arms,  and  wagons,  with  slight  loss  to  himself. 
Capt  Randolph,  of  the  Black  Horse  cavalry,  has 
luade  many  bold  reconnoissances  in  Fauquier,  tak- 
ing more  than  tvno  hundred  prisoners,  and  several 
hundred  stand  of  arms.  Lieut  Mosby,  with  his 
detachment,  has  done  much  to  harass  the  enemy, 
attacking  him  boldly  on  several  occasions,  and 
capturing  many  prisoners.  A  detachment  of  sev- 
enteen men  of  Hampton's  brigade,  under  the  brave 
Sei^geant  Michael,  attacked  and  routed  a  body  of 
forty  .five  Federals,  near  Wolf  Run  Shoals,  killing 
and  wounding  several,  and  bringing  off  fifteen 
prisoners,  with  the  loss  on  our  part  of  Sergeant 
Sparks,  of  the  Second  South-Carolina  regiment, 
who,  a  few  days  before,  with  two  of  his  comrades 
attacked,  in  Brentsville,  six  of  the  enemy  sent  to 
capture  him,  killed  three  and  captured  the  rest 

In  announcing  these  achievements,  the  Com- 
manding General  takes  special  pleasure  in  advert- 
ing to  the  promptness  of  the  officers  in  striking  a 
successful  blow  whenever  the  opportunity  offered, 
and  the  endurance  and  gallantry  with  which  the 
men  have  always  supported  their  commanders. 

These  deeds  give  assurance  of  vigilance,  forti- 
tude, and  activity,  and  of  the  performance  of  still 
more  brilliant  actions  in  the  coming  campaign. 

ROBBRT  E.  Lee,  General 

Doc.  127. 
DESTRUCTION    OF    THE    NASHYILLE. 

ADMIRAL   DU  PONrS   REPORT. 

WuLa4Smr  Wababb,  Post  Rotal  IlAimoH,  S.  0., ) 

March  2, 1868.      f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  the  de- 


partment of  the  destruction  of  the  privateer  Nash- 
ville, while  lying  under  the  guns  of  Fort  McAllis- 
ter, on  the  ureat  Ogeechee,  Georgia,  by  the  Mon- 
tauk.  Commander  J.  L.  Worden,  whose  inclosed 
report  states  succinctly  the  interesting  particu- 
lars. 

The  department  is  aware  that  I  have  had  this 
vessel  blockaded  for  eight  months,  and  I  am  in- 
debted to  the  extreme  vigilance  and  spirit  of  Lieut 
Commander  J.  L.  Davis,  of  the  Wissahickon,  Act- 
ing Lieut  Barnes,  of  the  Dawn,  and  later  of  Lieut 
Commander  Gibson,  of  the  Seneca,  that  I  have 
been  able  to  keep  her  so  long  confined  to  the  wa- 
ters of  the  Ogeechee. 

For  several  months  the  Nashville  was  loaded 
with  cotton,  but^  though  constantly  on  the  alert, 
she  never  ventured  to  run  out  She  then  with- 
drew up  the  Ogeechee,  and  reappeared,  atler  a 
length  of  time,  Uioroughly  fitted  as  a  privateer, 
and  presenting  a  very  fine  appearance. 

Fort  McAllister  was  strengtjiiened,  the  river 
staked,  with  a  line  of  torpedoes  in  firont,  to  pre- 
vent its  ascent  by  light  vessels  to  cut  her  out 
She  has  been  firequently  seen  under  the  Fort,  ready 
to  make  a  dash  if  the  opportunity  offered,  or  was 
quietly  waiting  for  an  iron-clad  to  convoy  her  to 
sea. 

If  I  am  not  misinformed,  she  had  a  heavy  rifle- 
gun  on  a  pivot,  as  a  part  of  her  armament,  was 
proverbially  fast^  and  would  doubtless  have  rival- 
led the  Alabama  and  Oreto  in  their  depredations 
on  our  commerce.  I  have,  therefore,  never  lost 
sight  of  the  great  importance  of  keeping  her  in, 
or  of  destroying  her,  if  I  could.  I  have  accom- 
plished both,  through  the  zeal  and  vigilance  of 
my  gunboat  captains  mentioned  above,  and  the 
quick  perception  and  rapid  execution  of  Com- 
mander Worden,  who  has  thus  added  to  his  al- 
ready brilliant  services. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear  Admlral,Gomman<ling  SouUi- Atlantic  Blockading  Squadroa 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

SecreUry  of  the  Navy,  Washington,  I>.  0. 

COMMANDER   W0RDEN*8   REPORT. 

UnrrsD  Statu  laov-CLAO  Moittattk,     ) 
0«SBCBU  RiTBB,  OiOROiA,  February  28, 1863.  ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  yesterday 
evening  the  enemy's  steamer  Nashville  was  ob- 
served by  me  in  motion,  above  the  battery  known 
as  Fort  McAllister.  A  reconnoissance  immediately 
made  proved  that  in  moving  up  the  river  she  had 
grounded  in  that  part  of  the  nver  known  as  the 
Seven  Miles'  Reach.  Believing  Uiat  I  could,  by 
approaching  close  to  the  battery,  reach  and  de- 
stroy her  with  my  battery,  I  moved  up  at  day- 
light this  morning,  accompanied  by  the  blockad- 
ing fleet  in  these  waters,  consisting  of  the  Seneca, 
Lieut  Commanding  Gibson;  the  Wissahickon, 
Lieut  Commanding  Davis,  and  tibe  Dawn,  Acting 
Lieut  Commanding  Barnes. 

By  moving  up  close  to  the  obstructions  in  the 
the  river,  I  was  enabled,  although  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  battery,  to  approach  the  Nashville, 
still  aground,  within  the  distance  of  twelve  hun- 
dred yards.    A  few  well-directed  shells  determin- 
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ed  the  range,  and  soon  succeeded  in  striking  her 
with  eleven-inch  and  ftfteen-inch  shells.  The 
other  gunboats  maintained  a  fh*e  from  an  enfilad- 
ing position  upon  the  battery  and  the  Nashville 
at  long-range.  I  soon  had  the  satisfaction  of  ob- 
serving that  the  Nashville  had  caught  fire  from 
the  shells  exploding  in  her,  in  several  {daces :  and 
in  less  than  twenty  minutes  she  was  caugnt  in 
flames  forward,  aft,  and  amidships.  At  twenty 
minutes  past  nine  a.m.,  a  lai^  pivot-gun,  mount- 
ed abaft  her  foremast,  exploded  from  the  heat ; 
at  forty  minutes  past  nine  her  smoke-chimney 
went  by  the  board ;  and  at  fifty-five  minutes  past 
nine  her  magazine  exploded  with  terrific  violence, 
shattering  her  in  smoking  ruins.  Nothing  remains 
of  her. 

The  battery  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  upon  this 
vessel,  but  struck  her  but  five  times,  doing  no 
damage  whatever.  The  fire  upon  the  other  gun- 
boats was  wild,  and  did  them  no  damage  what- 
ever. After  assuring  myself  of  the  complete  de- 
struction of  the  Nashville,  I,  preceded  by  the 
wooden  vessels,  dropped  down  beyond  the  range 
of  the  enemy's  guns.  In  so  doing,  a  torpedo  ex- 
ploded under  this  vessel,  inflicting,  however,  but 
little  injury. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  congratulate  you,  sir, 
upon  this  final  disposition  of  a  vessel  which  has 
BO  long  been  in  the  minds  of  the  public  as  a  trou- 
blesome pest 

I  am,  vwy  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

John  L.  "Worden, 

Oonmuuidliiy  Beniar  Officer  preKot. 

To  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Du  Powr, 

CommuidtBg  &  A.  Wockxling  Bqnadron,  Pwt  Royftl,  &  0. 

ACCOUNT   BT  A  PARTICirANT. 

U.  S.  STBAMia  MOHTAUK,  Bio  OoKacBR  Rimt,  Oa.,  ) 

Frtd»y,  Vtbnmrf  97,  ISdSL      f 

As  you  are  aware,  the  object  of  thd  blockading 
fleet  at  Ossabaw  was  to  prevent  the  escape  of  the 
Na.shville  to  sea  again.  Little  more  than  two 
weeks  ago  she  came  from  her  position  near  the 
railroad  bridge  of  the  Savannah  and  Florida  Rail- 
road, which  is  about  twelve  miles  up  the  river 
Ogcechee,  and  took  a  new  position  under  the  guns 
of  Fort  McAllister,  intending  to  take  advantage 
of  the  high  spring-tides  which  were  prevailing  at 
that  time,  and  seizing  the  first  opportunity  to  slip 
out  But  we  have  been  watching  for  this  very 
movement  One  night  she  came  down  to  Har- 
dee's Cut,  one  and  a  half  miles  from  the  Fort, 
hoping  by  that  way  to  get  into  the  Little  Ogeechee 
and  elude  the  blockaders,  but  one  of  the  vigilant 
gunboats  was  there,  ready  to  receive  her  if  she 
had  come  through,  which  she  did  not,  as  the  bot- 
tom of  the  "  cut "  or  river  was  too  near  the  sur- 
face. Despairing  of  getting  out  so,  she  went  a 
little  way  above  the  Fort^  where  there  is  a  bight 
or  bend  in  the  river,  in  which  she  is  entirely  out 
of  sight  The  Savannah  papers  said  she  had 
again  slipped  out  to  sea.  We  saw  through  the 
game  and  remained  here,  and  as  we  expected,  she 
came  again  to  the  Fort  Since  that  time  she  has 
been  trying  to  get  up  the  river  again ;  but  a  mUe 


and  a  half  above  the  Fort  is  a  shoal  spot,  and  she 
can  get  over  this  only  at  a  very  high  tide.  She 
has  been  up  to  the  shoal  and  back  to  the  Fort  a 
number  of  times.  Last  Sunday  afternoon  she 
came  in  sight  of  us,  went  up  to  the  shoal,  and 
again  returned  to  the  Fort  The  Big  Ogeechee 
is  very  crooked,  and  a  point  of  woiods  a  mile 
or  more  above  us,  hides  the  Fort  and  the  rlTcr 
and  r^on  in  that  vicinity  from  us.  This  after- 
noon, at  three  o'clock  and  fifteen  minutes,  the 
United  States  steamer,  Wissahickon,  lying  three 
miles  below  us,  signalled  that  there  was  a  strange 
sail  up  the  river.  No  Strang  sail  could  be  in 
that  vicinity  except  the  Nashville,  and  we  bent  our 
eyes  eagerly  toward  the  point  of  woods,  and  froin 
behind  the  trees  we  saw  black  smoke  ascending 
as  from  a  steamer's  smoke-stack.  In  fifteen  or 
twenty  minutes  the  column  of  smoke  began  grow- 
ing blacker  and  thicker,  and  to  move  rapidly  bj 
the  trees.  Intently  we  watched  the  point,  and  in 
a  moment,  from  behind  the. trees,  came  the  fore- 
mast, then  the  smoke-stack,  then  the  mainmaNt, 
and  there  indeed,  with  the  thick  blade  smnke 
arising  from  her  funnel  and  filling  the  atmosphere, 
and  steaming  rapidly,  was  the  famous  blodbde- 
runner,  the  rebel  pirate  Nashville. 

She  steamed  a  short  distance  by  the  point,  and 
then  very  suddenly  stopped,  and  we  saw  that  in 
endeavoring  to  cut  her  way  through  the  shoal 
she  had  brought  up  aground  hard  and  last  Im- 
mediately we  went  to  quarters,  and  the  United 
States  steamer  Seneca,  by  permission  fhxn  Capt 
Worden,  steamed  up  the  river  to  reconnoitre.  She 
went  to  within  two  miles  of  the  Nashville,  and  by 
way  of  trial  threw  four  or  fiv9  shell  at  her,  but 
doing  no  harm,  and  in  half-an-hour  came  to  her 
anchorage  again.  In  the  mean  time,  the  emckt 
increased  from  the  Nashville,  coming  up  into  the 
air  from  her  funnel,  and  rolling  and  ciurling  into 
great  black  clouds,  and  telling  us,  how  plainly, 
that  they  were  struggling  to  get  away.  But  it  ^^^ 
of  no  US&  She  did  not  move  an  inch ;  the  tide 
at  the  ebb  when  she  ran  aground,  was  now  fall- 
ing, and  her  condition  was  every  moment  becoos- 
ing  worse  and  worse. 

Captain  Worden  would  have  moved  up  to  attack 
her  if  ho  had  thought  it  judicious,  but  he  saw  sb^: 
could  not  get  off  until  morning.  Night  was  &^t 
coming  on,  and  he  chose  to  wait  At  dusk  ^f^ 
little  smoke,  mingled  with  steam,  was  rising  in 
thin  clouds  from  her  fUnnel.  We  plainly  savr 
with  glasses,  men  on  her  deck,  at  her  mast-beads 
and  in  the  rigging,  and  we  supposed  that  during 
the  night  she  would  be  lightened,  if  possible,  and 
every  expedient  resorted  to,  to  get  her  afloat 

The  night  is  mild  and  hazy,  the  moon  obscore*! 
by  passing  clouds,  yet  no  light  is  seen  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  steamer,  nor  indeed  in  any  otbt  r 
direction ;  not  even  the  usual  rebel  signal-ligbK 
seen  almost  every  night  on  the  river  above,  st 
Coffee  Bluff  battery,  and  at  Beulah  battery.  But 
we  are  confident  &ey  are  working  at  ber  *^'^ 
wo  are  preparing  to  make  a  demonstration  in  tht* 
morning,  anxiously  hoping  that  the  bird  we  t^vr 
so  nicely  caught  this  afternoon,  may  be  still  fa^t 
at  to-morrow's  dawn. 
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Saturday^  F^,  28 — At  four  o'clock  this  morn- 
ing &1I  hands  were  awoke,  and  at  five  o^clock  we 
were  all  ready  for  the  work  which  we  had  been  ear- 
nestly hoping  the  day  might  bring  us  to  da  It  was 
a  mild,  pleasant  morning,  and  the  surface  of  the 
riTer  was  scarcely  brc^en  by  a  ripple.  At  five 
o'clock  and  ten  minutes  we  weighed  anchor,  and 
in  ten  minutes  more  we  were  steaming  at  the  rate 
of  nx  knots  up  the  rirer.  The  morning  was  just 
bnaking,  and  it  was  not  yet  light  enough  to  dis- 
cover whether  the  Nashrille  was  still  on  the  shoal 
wlierc  last  evening's  darkness  found  her.  We 
entered  a  bend  in  the  river,  and  slackened  our 
speed  somewhat^  and  soon  it  became  lights  but 
we  were  behind  the  point  of  woods  that  we  were 
watching  with  eager  eyes,  while  our  passage  up 
the  river  was  opening  to  our  view  the  point 
where  we  hoped  to  find  the  rebel  steamer  still 
entrapped. 

A  little  further,  and  there  she  is,  swun^  by  the 
tide,  and  now  pointing  down-stream,  yet  still  there 
hard  and  fast  We  see  many  on  her  forecastle  and 
considerable  bustle  and  oonftision.  We  steam  on  by 
"  Hardee's  cut,"  by  the  range-target  of  Fort  McAl- 
lister, which  is  one  thousand  five  hundred  3rards 
from  the  Fort,  to  a  point  nine  hundred  yards  from 
the  Fort,  and  at  seven  o'clock  we  come  to  anchor 
with  fifteen  fiithoms  of  chain  from  windlass.  Fort 
McAllister  is  on  our  left,  in  the  angle  of  the  bend 
of  the  river ;  we  are  nine  hundred  yards  below, 
lyin((  dose  in  to  the  marsh  on  our  right  hand,  the 
Nashville  is  a  mile  and  a  half  above  the  Fort,  but 
only  eleven  hunch^  yards  from  us  across  the 
marshy  peninsula,  and  lying  with  full,  &ir  broad- 
side toward  us ;  ,and  the  gunboats  Wissahickon, 
Seneca,  and  Dawn  are  lying  a  mile  and  a  half 
below  us. 

From  the  level  of  our  deck  we  can  see  nothing 
of  the  Nashville  but  the  paddle-boxes,  smoke- 
'^tack  and  masts ;  but  from  the  inside  of  the  pilot- 
house we  can  see  the  whole  steamer,  below  her 
guards,  and  nearly  to  the  water.  She  looks  clean 
^d  trim,  and  as  though  freshly  painted,  and  is  of 
that  same  light  drab  color  as  all  of  our  national 
vejtsels  of  war.  Her  masts  and  spars  look  well, 
her  rigging  is  taut,  and  her  figure-head  has  been 
Zit'wly  gilded.  At  seven  minutes  past  seven  o*clock 
we  fire  our  first  gun  (the  eleven-inch)  at  the  Nash- 
^'IH  and  immediately  they  let  fly  ait  us  from  the 
Fort  three  guns,  but  their  shot  lul  go  by  us.  The 
^nioke  from  our  own  gun  rises  slowly,  and  we 
cannot  see  the  efifect  of  its  shell  In  thirty  seconds 
we  Fee  another  pu£f  fh>m  the  Fort,  and  another 
shell  flies  by  us.  At  eleven  and  a  half  minutes 
past  seven  we  fire  the  eleven-inch  again,  and  again 
tlie  nuoke  conceals  the  effect  of  our  shot  At 
sixteen  minutes  past  seven  another  shot  from  the 
I'ort  strikes  the  pilot-house,  (it  was  a  ten-inch 
s«)Ud  shot,)  breaks  into  halves,  and  one  half  re- 
nuins  on  top  of  the  turret  and  the  other  half  falls 
down  on  the  deck.  We  then  fire  our  fifteen-inch, 
and  still  the  smoke  shuts  fh>m  our  view  the  re- 
sult of  the  shot  We  then  fire  the  eleven-inch, 
ttd  it  passes  just  over  the  Nashville.  At  Iwenty- 
MTen  and  a  hSalf  minutes  past  seven  we  fire  the 


fifth  time,  now  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  and  it  lands 
and  penetrates  the  rebers  deck  near  the  foremast 
From  the  Fort  they  are  firing  at  intervals  of  a 
minute  or  a  minute  and  a  half,  about  one  third 
of  their  shot  being  directed  to  the  gunboats  below 
us,  and  the  remainder  at  us.  But  we  pay  no  at- 
tention to  the  Fort,  not  returning  any  of  its  fire. 
At  fifty-seven  minutes  past  seven  we  discovered 
a  small  column  of  whitish-gray  smoke  coming 
from  out  of  her  fore-hatch,  and  in  ten  minutes 
more  the  flame  aooompanies  the  smoke  from  the 
same  place. 

We  cannot  see  her  guns,  and  since  we  came  to 
anchor  we  have  been  unable  to  discover  a  living 
soul  on  board  We  tli*e  again,  and  now  the  sholl 
penetrates  just  in  front  of  her  paddle-box,  and 
again  the  smoke  hides  our  view,  but  when  it 
blew  away  the  fire  is  breaking  through  the  deck, 
amidships. 

We  &re  our  last  shot  at  three  minutes  after 
eight,  having  fired  fourteen  times ;  and  as  soon 
as  the  smoke  has  cleared  away,  we  see  the  flames 
bursting  out  around  her  paddle-boxes,  issuing  in 
great  hot  sheets  fi*om  the  fore-hatch,  creeping  up 
the  foremast  rigging,  and  gaining  aft  The  fog, 
which  has  been  slowly  gathering  around  us,  now 
entirely  shuts  us  in,  and  we  cannot  see  thirty 
yards.  For  more  tiian  thirty  minutes  we  are 
thus  shut  in,  when  the  fog  rises  enough  to  show 
us  the  Nashville  in  flames  fore  and  aft,  from  stem 
to  stem,  and  the  smoke-stack  fidlen  across  the 
port  paddle-box. 

The  anchor  was  up  at  forty  minutes  after  eight, 
and  we  turned  down-stream  again.  From  the 
Fort  they  had  not  fired  in  twenty-five  or  thirty 
minutes,  but  as  we  started  awav  they  let  the  shell 
come  thick  and  fast ;  but  few  shots  from  all  their 
firing  hit  us,  and  really  it  made  little  difference 
wheUier  they  hit  us  or  not 

We  steamed  slowly  down,  and  in  a  few  minutes 
the  fog  and  smoke  had  risen,  revealing  the  Nash- 
ville enveloped  in  fiames.  The  fire  came  out  from 
her  sides,  from  around  her  smoke-stack  base  and 
masts,  from  between  the  ribs  and«  braces  of  her 
iron  wheels,  and  indeed  she  was  shrouded  in  fire. 

At  thirty-five  minutes  past  nine  she  blew  up 
with  a  smothered  rumbling  report  like  distant 
thunder.  The  explosion  was  amidships,  and  the 
column  of  fiame  and  smoke,  like  the  discharge  of 
a  great  gun.  shot  up  into  ihe  air  high  above  the 
mastheads,  carrying  up  with  it  the  charred  and 
broken  timber,  and  the  burning  bales  of  cotton. 
It  was  such  a  sight  that  once  seen  can  never  be 
effaced  from  the  memory. 

In  a  few  moments  another  explosion  of  less 
extent  took  place  aft,  shattering  and  opening  the 
stem  of  the  steamer.  Her  masts,  which  had 
stood  like  two  black  spectres  through  the  whole 
of  it,  soon  came  down,  the  flames  gradually  grew 
less,  the  long  black  column  of  smoke  wound  its 
way  up  to  the  cloud  which  had  grown  until  it 
overshadowed  the  heavens,  and  nothing  remained 
but  the  stem  and  the  iron  wheels. 

A  mass  of  smouldering  embers  is  all  that  re- 
naains  of  the  noted  blockade-runner,  the  terror 
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of  our  northern  merchants,  the  destroyer  of  the 
Harvey  Birch,  the  rebel  pirate  Nashville. 

After  we  came  to  anchor  again  two  contrabands 
were  seen  on  the  marsh,  and  boats  were  sent  after 
them.  They  said  that  they  escaped  in  the  con- 
fusion before  the  fight ;  that  they  were  a  part  of 
a  large  number  brought  from  the  interior  to  woiV 
on  the  Fort  for  sixty  days,  that  their  time  was 
out,  and  they  thought  they  would  get  away. 

They  said  that  GoL  McAllister,  commanding 
the  Fort,  had  told  the  commander  of  the  Nash- 
ville that  he  must  take  her  up  the  river  again, 
run  by  us  to  sea,  or  take  out  her  engines  and 
guns  and  sink  her  and  prevent  our  coming  up, 
for  he  would  not  allow  her  to  remain  there,  as 
while  she  was  there  we  would  go  up  and  they 
might  fire  at  us  forever  and  not  harm  us. 

They  also  told  us  that  the  Nashville  contained 
five  hundred  bales  of  cotton,  three  guns  and  am- 
munition, and  that  they  were  at  work  on  her  all 
n%ht  Friday  with  lines  and  kedges  to  get  her  off, 
but  could  not  move  her.  As  we  came  down  by 
the  gunboats,  the  men  manned  the  rigging  and 
gave  us  three  rousing  cheers. 

Let  me  congratulate  the  loyal  North  upon  the 
destruction  of  this  thorn  in  tlie  life  of  our  mer- 
cantile marine,  and  let  the  country  congratulate 
itself  upon  having  such  a  servant  and  defender 
as  Commander  Worden,  whose  judicious  caution 
and  whose  promptness  and  will  have  secured  the 
destruction  of  this  rebel  pirate,  and  added  another 
leaf  to  the  chaplct  with  which  history  will  crown 
his  memory. 


Doc.   128. 
FIGHT   AT   BRADYVILLE,    TENN. 

CINCINNATI   "GAZETTE"  ACCOUNT. 

MnRrKKUBORO,  Tbxn.,  March  4, 186S. 

The  expedition  which  gained  so  brilliant  an 
advantage  over  the  enemy  near  Bradyville,  on 
the  first  instant,  deserves  a  more  extended  notice 
than  that  which  I  was  able  to  send  you  by  tele- 
graph. 

It  was  well  known  to  our  leading  officers  that 
a  body  of  rebel  cavalry  were  infesting  the  coun- 
try around  that  town,  foraging,  plundering,  and 
conscripting.  As  Bradyville  is  only  a  little  more 
than  a  dozen  miles  from  Murfreesboro,  this  inso- 
lence could  not  be  patiently  borne ;  and  accord- 
ingly. Generals  Stanley  and  Negley  formed  a  plan 
for  beating  up  their  quarters. 

General  Stanley  took  command  of  the  expedi- 
tion, which  consisted  of  about  one  thousand  six 
hundred  picked  men  fi*om  all  the  brigades  of 
General  Negley*s  division ;  a  portion  of  the  First 
Tennessee  cavalry,  under  command  of  Major  Mur- 
phy ;  and  parts  of  each  of  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Ohio  cavalry,  under  command  of-  Colonel  J.  W. 
Paramore,  of  the  Third,  who  commands  the  cav- 
alry brigade  to  which  these  two  regiments  belong. 
The  detachment  of  the  Third  Ohio  was  immedi- 
ately commanded  by  Capt  W.  M.  Flanagan,  and 
that  of  the  Fourth  bj  CoL  Eli  Long.     The  whole 


cavalry  force  was  perhaps  seven  hundred  stroi^, 
although  the  detachments  of  the  Third  and  FourUi 
Ohio,  which  mainly  engaged  the  enemy  in  the 
ensuing  fight,  numbered  no  more  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  men. 

The  whole  force  marched  toward  Bradyville  on 
the  morning  of  the  first  inst,  the  cavalry  in  ad- 
vance, the  infantry  within  supporting  dtsUnce. 
About  two  miles  this  side  of  the  town  the  enemj 
was  encountered.  His  force  consisted  of  ^'Colo- 
neV'  Duke^s  famous  regiment,  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky, now  under  command  of  "  lieutenant-Colo- 
neF*  J.  W.  Bowles ;  and  the  Fourteenth  Alabama, 
belonging  to  Wharton^s  brigade,  and  commanded 
by  a  *^  Major*'  Malone.  They  could  not  have  been 
less  than  eight  hundred  strong. 

Major  Murphy,  with  the  First  Tennessee,  im- 
mediately attacked  and  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets, 
pursuing  them  untQ  he  came  near  the  village. 
Here  he  found  their  whole  force  strongly  ported 
behind  houses  and  upon  a  rising  ground  in  front 
of  the  town.  A  skirmish  ensued,  and  the  rebels 
were  driven  in  confusion  through  the  town. 

A  quarter  of  a  mile  beyond  the  village,  the 
rebels  took  up  a  new  position,  dismounted  a  part 
of  their  force,  and  sheltered  themselves  behind 
trees  and  a  long  ledge  of  rocks. 

When  Col.  Paramore  had  examined  the  nature 
of  the  ground,  he  sent  a  squadron  of  the  Fourth 
Ohio,  under  command  of  Major  Matthews,  around 
to  the  extreme  left  of  the  rebel  line,  and  a  squad- 
ron of  the  Third  to  their  right 

Stationing  the  First  Tennessee  in  reserte,  he 
advanced  with  the  remainder  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Ohio  to  attack  the  rebels  in  front 

For  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  they  made  a  stub- 
bom  resistance,  until  our  flanking  detachmenta 
arrived  in  position,  and  opened  an  enfilading  fire 
upon  both  flanks  of  the  rebel  line.  They  inuD^ 
diately  gave  way  in  confusion,^  when  our  bora 
charged  gallantly,  right  in  among  them,  with 
sabres  and  pistols,  cut  down  a  number  as  the/ 
ran,  and  drove  them  in  utter  rout  a  distance  of 
more  than  three  miles. 

Five  dead  rebels  were  found  upon  the  field; 
from  twenty  to  thirty  were  wounded,  and  near- 
ly a  hundred  prisoners  were  left  in  our  hands. 
Amongst  the  latter  were  eight  commissioned  offi- 
cers, including  the  Adjutant  of  the  Second  Ken- 
tucky, with  all  the  books,  papers,  and  reports  of 
that  regiment 

A  hundred  horses,  with  all  their  equipmcats, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  quartermaster's  and  com- 
missary stores,  remained  with  the  victors. 

The  brave  boys  engaged  in  the  affair  certainly 
exhibit  no  inordinate  vanity  in  r^parding  it  as 
one  of  the  most  brilliant  little  achievements  of 
the  war. 

Every  officer  of  the  Third  and  Fourth  Ohio 
present  at  the  aflQiir,  is  said  to  have  behaved  ably 
and  well. 

Third  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry — Captains  W. 
M.  Flanagan,  Minor,  Luckey ;  Lieutenants  Hains, 
Brewster,  Likins,  Brainard,  Hall 

Fourth  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry — Colonel  Eli 
Long ;  Major  Matthews ;  Captains  Boss,  Rogers 


BOCUMENTa. 


438 


Rifenberick,  Adae;  Lieutenants  Wood  and  Mc- 
Grew. 

Our  casualties  were  as  follows : 

Third  Ohio— Wounded,  Lieut  Hall,  company 
K,  slightly;  D.  J.  Ashley,  severely;  Thomas 
Thorpe,  mortally. 

Fourth  Ohio — Killed,  George  Saums.  Wound- 
ed, Capt  Rifenberick,  company  I,  severely ;  Cor- 
poral B.  Winans,  severely;  Jacob  Garolus,  se- 
verely. 

Some  of  the  routed  rebels,  attempting  to  get 
round  to  the  rear,  were  captured  by  our  infantry. 

The  troops  encamped  upon  the  ground  for  the 
DJght,  and  returned  next  day  to  Murfreesboro. 


Doc.  129. 


BATTLE    OF  GENESIS    POINT,   GA.* 

BALTIUORB   "AMERICAN "    ACCOUNT. 

SriAMSHnp  Ehicssoit,  Ossabaw  Sound,  (^ 
MocTB  or  OoxacHxa  Ritex,  March  4, 1868.     ) 

We  left  Port  Royal  harbor  again  at  noon  on 
Monday,  the  second  inst,  in' our  splendid  floating 
home,  the  steamship  Ericsson,  Captain  Lowbcr, 
bound  for  the  coast  of  Georgia,  with  instructions 
to  report  to  Commandant  Drayton,  in  Ossabaw 
Sound.  Previous  to  leaving  Port  Royal,  the 
whole  fleet  of  iron>clads  were  in  n^otion  for  the 
same  destination.  It  was  therefore  just  the 
piaoe  to  which  we  were  anxious  to  go,  and  had 
Admiral  Du  Pont  consulted  us  as  to  our  destina- 
tion, Ossabaw  Sound  would  have  been  the  unani- 
mous choice  of  Capt  Lowber  and  his  little  family 
p»ty. 

It  was  a  bright  and  beautiftil  day,  and  we  en- 
joyed the  trip  along  the  coast  immensely,  the  at- 
mosphere being  as  warm  as  would  be  experienced 
in  a  sail  on  the  Chesapeake  in  the  month  of  June. 
On  oar  way  down  we  passed  in  view  of  the  Light- 
House  and  entrance  to  Fort  Pulaski,  and  after- 
ward passed  the  mouth  of  Warsaw  Sound,  and 
learned  that'Commandant  Drayton  had  left  his 
aoehorage  there  with  the  Monitor  Passaic,  and 
had  joined  and  taken  command  as  senior  officer 
of  the  whole  fleet  in  Ossabaw  Sound,  preparatory 
to  a  joint  attack  on  Fort  McAllister,  located  a  few 
miles  up  the  Ogeechee  River.  He  had  left  the 
gunboat  Marblehead,  Captain  Robert  Scott,  there, 
to  blockade  this  outlet  from  Savannah. 

We  reached  the  bar  off  Ossabaw  Sound  at  sun- 
set on  Monday  evening,  and  selecting  a  good  an- 
chorage about  seven  miles  firom  shore,  dropped 
anchor  and  settled  down  for  the  nieht  We  were 
within  sight  of  the  fleet  lying  in  the  sound,  and 
Captain  Lowber  set  a  signal,  according  to  his  in- 
structions, by  which  they  would  understand  he 
desired  to  report  to  Commandant  Drayton.  There 
was  scarcely  a  ripple  on  the  ocean,  and  we  en- 
joyed our  game  of  whist  as  quietly  as  if  at  home, 
expecting  to  be  aroused  early  in  the  morning  by 
the  roar  of  artillery  on  shore.     The  night  was  one 

*  T!tb  action  k  alao  known  m  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Mo> 
AMrtrr. 
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of  unusual  quiet,  and  we  listened  in  vain  in  the 
morning  for  any  indications  of  the  anticipated 
conflict  The  sun  had  risen  brightly  and  beauti- 
fully,  and  a  steamer  sent  out  by  Commandant 
Drayton  afforded  us  the  desired  opportunity  of  en- 
tering the  mouth  of  the  Ogeechee  River. 

On  rounding  Ossabaw  Island  this  morning  we 
found  the  entire  Monitor  fleet,  including  the  Pas- 
saic, which  had  come  down  from  Warsaw  Sound 
with  the  three  mortar-schooners,  had  gone  up  to 
Fort  McAllister,  and  the  flght  was  momentarily 
expected  to  commence.  The  entire  fleet  about  to 
engage  the  rebels  consisted  of  the  following  vessels: 
The  Passaic,  (monitor,)  Commander  Percival 
Drayton,  senior  officer  in  command,  carrying  one 
fifleen-inch  and  one  eleven-inch  Dahlgren. 

The  Patapsco,  (monitor,)  Commander  Daniel 
Ammen,  one  fifteen-inch  Dahlgren  and  one  two 
hundred  pound  Parrott 

The  Montauk,  (monitor,)  Commander  John  L. 
Worden,  one  fifteen-inch  and  one  eleven-inch 
Dahlgren,  which  was  held  as  a  reserve. 

The  Nahant,  (monitor,)  Commander  Downs, 
one  fifteen-inch  and  one  eleven-inch  Dahlgren. 

The  Peira,  Capt  Torbox,  and  two  other  thir- 
teen-inch  mortar-schooners. 

During  the  night  all  had  been  active  prepara- 
tion on  the  various  vessels  of  the  fleet,  and  all 
were  visited  by  Commander  Drayton  and  pro- 
nounced by  their  several  commanders  as  fully 
prepared  for  action.  At  seven  o^  clock  the  whole 
fleet  hove  anchor  and  moved  up  in  line  of  battle 
toward  the  Fort,  which  is  about  three  miles  up  the 
river  from  the  point  of  anchorage.  The  approach 
to  the  Fort  is  tnrough  a  long  double  bend  in  the 
river,  and  immediately  around  a  point,  which  had 
to  be  turned  before  the  vessels  came  in  range  of 
its  guns.  When  this  point  was  turned,  the  fleet 
was  within  one  thousand  four  hundred  yards  of 
the  enemy^s  works,  and  about  two  hundred  yards 
on  this  side  of  the  Fort  were  placed  obstructions 
in  the  river  which,  of  course,  impeded  their  fur- 
ther progress. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  getting  the  mortar- 
boats  in  a  position  where  they  could  get  the  range 
and  drop  their  immense  projectiles.  In  the  mean 
time  the  iron-clads  were  in  readiness  to  move  for- 
ward in  line  of  battie,  and  all  was  excitement  in 
anticipation  of  the  momentary  commencement  of 
the  fight 

The  enemy  having  received  intimation  of  the 
concentration  of  this  powerful  fleet  in  Ossabaw 
Sound,  had  sent  large  reenforcements  down  the 
river  from  Savannah,  and  the  smoke  of  steamers 
in  the  distance,  moving  to  and  from  the  city,  in- 
dicated the  most  active  preparations  for  the  com- 
ing conflict  It  was  evident  that  a  strong  resist- 
ance was  to  be  made,  and  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  various  vessels  were  in  high  spirits  at  the 
prospect  of  trying  the  strength  of  their  armaments 
on  the  rebel  batteries. 

At  precisely  half-past  eight  o'clock  this  (Tues- 
day) morning,  every  thing  being  in  readiness, 
Commander  Drayton  signalled  to  the  mortar- 
schooners,  which  had  taken  position  around  the 
point,  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  to  open 
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fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  their  tremendoue  pro- 
jectiles were  making  a  circuit  through  the  air 
with  a  hooming  sound  that  fairly  shook  the  earth. 
The  direction  in  which  their  shells  fell  was  sig- 
nalled to  them  fi'om  the  look-out  of  one  of  the 
gunboats,  which  werd  stationed  at  a  good  point 
for  observation.  They  soon  got  the  range,  and 
their  shells  fell  in  and  around  the  Fort  with  con- 
siderable precision. 

After  about  a  dozen  shells  were  fired  fi'om  the 
mortar-schooners,  the  monitor  fleet  slowly  ad- 
vanced toward  the  Fort,  the  Passaic  taking  the 
lead,  the  Patapsco  and  Nahant  following.  Whilst 
the  monitors  were  getting  in  position  and  prepar- 
ing to  anchor,  the  rebels  opened  on  the  Passaic 
with  solid  ten-inch  shot,  and  the  position  she 
took  being  in  direct  line  with  a  target  at  which 
they  had  been  practising,  nearly  every  shot  struck 
her.  Captain  Drayton  and  Chief-Engineer  ^tim- 
ers,  who  accompanied  the  monitor  fleet  at  the  re- 
quest of  Admiral  Du  Pont,  remained  on  deck  to 
observe  the  eflect  of  the  shot,  shielding  themselves 
behind  the  turret  A  small  splinter  fi-om  one  of 
the  enemy's  shells  struck  Captain  Drayton  on  the 
cheek,  causing  a  slight  scratch,  and  entering  the 
flesh. 

The  Patapsco  and  Nahant  took  position  in  the 
rear  of  the  Passaic,  the  channel  being  so  narrow 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  advance 
abreast,  and  the  water  so  shallow  that  there  was 
danger  of  getting  aground  when  the  tide  should 
recede.  The  difficulty  of  taking  the  Fort  under 
such  circumstances  was  at  once  apparent ;  but  the 
main  object  being  to  test  the  strength  of  the  moni- 
tors and  to  give  Uieir  officers  experience  in  han- 
dling their  vessels,  and  the  men  an  opportunity 
for  practice  ih  the  working  of  the  guns  and  the 
machinery  of  the  turrets,  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  vigorous  attack,  notwithstanding  all  the 
disadvanti^es. 

The  Patapsco  and  Nahant  were  each  separated 
by  about  two  hundred  yards  fix>m  the  Passaic  and 
from  each  other,  and  could  with  difficulty  bring 
their  guns  to  bear.  The  cannonading,  as  I  have 
stated,  was  opened  by  the  enemy,  and  after  sev- 
eral guns  had  been  fired  the  Passaic  opened  on 
them  with  a  filteen-inch  shell,  but  the  guns  not 
being  sufficiently  elevated,  the  shot  fell  short 
This  was  immediately  corrected,  and  shot  and 
shell  were  poured  into  the  enemy^s  works  for  four 
hours,  without  any  intermission,  by  all  three  of 
the  iron-clads,  the  mortar-vessels  at  the  same 
time  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  from  their  posi- 
tion nearly  two  miles  distant  The  wooden  ves- 
sels took  no  part  in  the  fight,  the  Wissahickon, 
Dawn,  Sebago,  Seneca,  and  Flambeau  being  at 
anchor  near  the  mortar-boats,  whilst  the  Mon- 
tauk,  Capt  Worden,  took  position  in  advance  of 
the  wooden  vessels,  and  in  sight  of  the  conflict, 
but  took  no  part  in  it 

The  three  monitors  being  thus  arranged  in 
line  of  battle,  kept  up  a  constant  fire  fit>m  half- 
past  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  nearly  one 
o'clock.  *  The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  were  not 
inactive,  and  ^owed  a  determination  to  make  a 
most  vigorous  defence.    They  concentrated  their 


fire  entirely  on  the  Passaic,  which  was  in  the  ad- 
vance, only  a  few  chance  shots  striking  the  Pa- 
tapsco and  Nahant 

At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  the  monitors  sus- 
pended fire  for  an  hour  for  dinner,  taking  no  heed 
of  the  continued  firing  of  the  enemy.  At  two 
o'clock  the  fight  was  again  resumed  and  contin- 
ued until  half-past  four  o*clock.  The  Passaic  was 
struck  on  her  turret,  pilot-house,  smoke-stack  aod 
deck  thirty-one  times,  one  of  her  boats  was  dam- 
aged, the  small  flag-stafi*  on  the  top  of  her  turret 
was  shot  away,  and  a  piece  of  shell  passed  throng 
the  flagon  her  stem.  The  Nahant  and  Patapsco 
receiv^  two  or  three  slight  blows  fiim  spent 
shot  A  ten-inch  shot  from  the  rebel  Fort  was 
found  on  the  turret  of  the  Passaic. 

The  reports  of  the  cannon  and  mortars  were 
almost  deafening  to  a  novice  in  such  matters,  and 
must  have  been  heard  with  great  distinctness  in  ! 
Savannah,  the  wind  bearing  the  sound  oiTinthat 
direction.  It  was  a  most  beautiful  day,  the  sun 
shining  brightly,  with  a  cloudless  sky,  and  the 
atmosphere  so  warm  that  winter  clothing  was 
quite  oppressive.  The  only  annoyance  was  a  su- 
perabundance of  sand-flies,  which  were  as  full  of 
fight  as  the  human  species  by  which  tbef  were 
surrounded,  and  thirsted  for  blood  with  equal  vo- 
racity. 

Th«  enemy  fired  at  first  with  considerable  re- 
gularity, but  after  a  time  directed  their  shot  main- 
ly at  the  port-holes  of  the  Passaic,  and  only  fired 
when  they  could  get  a  good  shot  One  of  the  ten- 
inch  columbiads  struck  within  three  inches  of  the 
port-hole  of  the  Passaic,  making  a  sl^t  dent ; 
all  the  other  shots  went  fiur  .wide  of  the  mark. 
They  were  evidently  early  convinced  of  the  ftct 
that  it  was  wasting  ammunition  to  fire  on  their 
iron-clad  adversaries  unless  they  could  strike  the 
taraet  they  had  made  of  the  port-holes. 

The  position  of  the  Fort  was  snch  Uiat  the 
amount  of  damage  done  by  the  cannonade  could 
not  be  seen,  except  through  the  eye-holes  of  the 
pilot-houses,  and  the  few  spectatcHrs  present  not 
connected  with  the  service  were  unable  while  the 
fight  progressed  to  ascertain  what  headway  had 
been  made  in  the  reduction  of  the  Fort  It  wa«, 
however,  an  exciting  fight  Its  finely  rounded  em- 
brasures soon  presented  an  immense  irregular  heap 
of  sand.  The  fifteen-inch  shells,  weighing:  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  when  they  enter- 
ed the  scarps  and  parapets  and  exploded  would 
throw  up  in  the  air  tons  of  sand,  but  it  would,  of 
course  in  a  great  measure,  fall  back  in  the  same 
place,  and  hence  the  work  of  dismantling  the  F<Ht 
was  slow  and  tedious.  This  flying  suid  must 
have  been  very  severe  on  the  gunners,  when  it 
came  on  them  before  they  oomd  escape  to  the 
bomb-proofs,  but  they  always  showed  themselves 
a  moment  afterward,  prepared  to  return  the  fire: 
A  large  number  of  these  shells  exploded  within 
the  Fort,  and  there  must  have  been  coosderable 
loss  of  life.  Their  guns,  except  when  run  for 
ward  to  fire,  were  entirely  out  of  sight  of  oar  gun- 
ners, consequently  there  was  but  Utile  opportun- 
ity of  dismounting  them  unless  the  immense 
earth-works  in  front  could  have  been  dismantled. 
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The  sheHs  and  shot  of  the  enemy  when  they 
struck  in  the  water  near  the  monitors  would 
send  immense  bodies  of  water  flying  over  their 
decks  ind  turrets. 

Beauregwd  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  Fort 
dnring  the  whole  siege,  assisting  in  its  defence. 
The  rebels  had  large  supporting  forces  near  at 
band  to  meet  any  troops  that  might  land,   ' 

The  scene  was  Tery  exciting,  and  amid  the  din 
and  noise  of  battle  we  all  felt  a  confidence  in  the 
result,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  our  iron  fleet  was 
eonoerned,  even  if  they  should  fail  in  reducing 
the  Fort  Their  invulnerability  to  the  projectiles 
of  the  enemy  had  been  fully  ascertained  by  the 
proTious  conflicts  of  Captain  Worden  with  the 
same  works,  and  by  his  successful  destruction 
of  the  Nashville  whilst  exposed  to  the  guns  of 
the  Fort,  to  which  he  paid  no  attention. 

In  aUuding  to  the  destruction  of  the  Nashville 
by  Gapt  Worden,  in  my  last  letter,  I  omitted  to 
mention  that  the  enem^  succeeded  in  exploding 
one  of  his  torpedoes  directly  under  the  hull  of 
the  Montauk,  slightly  Jarring  her,  but  doing  not 
the  slightest  damage.  She  continued  in  her  po- 
sition, firing  on  the  Nashville  until  she  was  blown 
up,  and  then  fell  back  to  her  anchorage.  On 
Wednesday  she  steamed  back  to  Port  Royal,  and 
is  ready  for  the  next  movement  that  may  be  or- 
dered. She  did  not  take  part  in  the  ^ht,  be- 
cause only  three  vessels  could  get  in  position, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  give  the  others  an  oppor- 
tunity to  test  their  powers,  and  gain  the  experi- 
ence and  practice  that  can  only  bo  obtained  from 
an  active  engagtfnent 

Gea  Seymour  was  also  present,  and  had  troops 
on  steamboats  ready  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  Fort,  in  case  their  assistance  was  required 
in  the  progress  of  the  fight  The  great  distance 
—from  one  thousand  two  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  feet — at  which  the  monitors 
were  compelled  to  lie,  rendered  its  reduction  an 
impossibility. 

From  twelve  to  one  o'clock  there  was  a  tempo- 
Tvj  suspensioo  of  hostilities,  on  account  of  the 
iall  of  the  tide,  partly  to  rest  and  refresh  the 
gjunners,  and  partly  to  concert  ^  new  combina- 
tion of  movements  for  the  reduction  of  the  ene- 
my's work,  which  from  its  peculiar  location,  and 
the  obstructions  in  the  river,  prevented  our  moni- 
tors from  fully  concentrating  their  fh'e  on  its 
most  vulnerable  points.  The  mortar-schooners 
kept  up  an  occasional  fire  until  two  o'clock,  when 
the  monitors  again  advanced  and  renewed  the 
fight  A  heavy  cannonading  was  kept  up  occasion- 
ally until  four  o'clock,  when  the  firing  was  again 
suspended,  the  monitors  &lling  back  out  of  range. 

The  direct  firing  on  the  Fort  was  suspended  at 
four  o'clock,  the  monitors  fidling  back  out  of 
nnge.  From  four  o'clock  until  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  hostilities  were  entirely  suspended, 
when  the  mortar-schooners  again  opened  fire,  and 
continued  to  occasionally  throw  their  shells  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  Every  fifteen  minutes  a 
shell  was  Uirown  in  the  direction  of  the  Fort, 
And  having  got  the  range  during  the  day  the  fir- 
ing was  thouc^t  to  be  with  considerable  preci- 


sion. The  purpose  of  this  firing  during  the 
night  was  to  distract  the  enemy,  to  prevent  him 
from  repairing  damages' and  keep  him  from  rest 
and  refreshment  Our  men  on  the  monitors  and 
gunboats,  being  tired  out  by  the  labors  of  the 
day,  slept  soundly  notwithstanding  the  din  of 
battle  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

The  cannonading  during  the  day  had  been  very 
heavy,  and  its  resists  rather  unsatisfactory.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  position  before  the  Fort 
by  more  than  one  monitor  at  a  time,  owing  to 
the  obstructions  in  the  river,  which  prevented 
them  firom  getting  in  full  range  before  the  Fort, 
rendered  the  task  a  difficult  one.  If  they  could 
have  removed  the  obstructions,  the  work  would 
have  been  an  easy  one  of  accomplishment,  and 
they  might  have  moved  on  against  Savannah,  if 
so  desired.  These  obstructions,  however,  have 
proved  a  greater  barrier  than  the  guns  of  the 
enemy,  which  against  the  iron-clads  have  done 
no  more  damage  than  so  many  pop-guns. 

The  night  bombardment  was  Kept  up  until 
daybreak,  without  any  intermission,  when  it 
ceased  entirely,  whilst  the  fleet  of  iron-clads  was 
preparing  to  move  forward  to  a  renewal  of  the 
direct  assault  on  the  works. 

During  the  progress  of  the  fight  a  ten-inch  mor- 
tar-shell, loaded  with  sand,  fell  on  the  deck  of 
the  Passaic.  It  struck  on  the  weakest  of  the 
deck,  and,  further  than  a  disfiguration  of  the  ar- 
mor, did  no  damage  to  the  vessel.  This  was  a 
test  that  the  monitors  had  not  before  undergone, 
and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  know 
that  they  are  invulnerable  to  even  mortar  pro- 
jectiles. 

Wedneaday,  March  4. — This  is  the  second  an- 
niversary of  the  inauguration  of  President  Lin- 
coln, and  the  war  still  progresses.  God  grant 
that  its  next  anniversary  may  find  peace  and 
happiness  prevailing  throughout  the  land 

The  morning  has  again  opened  bright  and 
beautiful — a  cloudless  sky  and  a  warm  sun 
shining  down  on  this  scene  of  human  antagon- 
ism. At  the  time  I  write,  the  monitor  fleet  aro 
moving  forward  in  momentary  anticipation  of  a 
renewfid  of  the  conflict  The  incessant  mortar- 
firing  during  the  night  it  was  thought  had  pre- 
vented the  repair  of  the  damage  done  yesterday, 
as  well  as  the  mounting  of  new  guns  in  the  place 
of  those  dismounted  yesterday. 

The  firing  of  the  mortars  at  night  was  a  grand 
sight  Their  immense  shells  could  be  seen  mount- 
ing slowly  to  an  immense  height,  with  a  slight 
spark  of  fire  visible.  When  they  turned  to  fall 
they  came  down  with  double  the  rapidity  they 
ascended,  and  soon  the  booming  sound  of  their 
explo.sion  could  be  heard  coming  back  from  a 
point  two  miles  distant  At  other  times  the 
shells  would  explode  high  in  the  air,  owinj^  to 
some  defect  in  the  fuse,  making  a  brilliant  pyro- 
technic display. 

On  board  the  schooners,  to  prevent  injury  from 
the  immense  reverberation,  it  was  neces.sary  to 
stand  on  tip-toe  and  keep  your  mouth  open.  The 
practice  of  the  gunners  was  fine,  but  not  very 
pleasant  to  a  spectator. 
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fire,  and  in  a  few  minutes  their  tremendoue  pro- 
jectiles were  making  a  circuit  through  the  air 
with  a  hooming  sound  that  fairly  shook  the  earth. 
The  direction  in  which  then*  shells  fell  was  sig- 
nalled to  them  fi^m  the  look-out  of  one  of  the 
gunboats,  which  werd  stationed  at  a  good  point 
for  observation.  They  soon  got  the  range,  and 
their  shells  fell  in  and  around  the  Fort  with  con- 
siderable precision. 

After  about  a  dozen  shells  were  fired  ftom  the 
mortar-schooners,  the  monitor  fleet  slowly  ad- 
vanced toward  the  Fort,  the  Passaic  taking  the 
lead,  the  Patapsco  and  Nahant  following.  Whilst 
the  monitors  were  getting  in  position  and  prepar- 
ing to  anchor,  the  rebels  opened  on  the  Passaic 
with  solid  ten-inch  shot,  and  the  position  she 
took  being  in  direct  line  with  a  target  at  which 
they  had  been  practising,  nearly  every  shot  struck 
her.  Captain  Drayton  and  Chief-Engineer  ^tim- 
ers,  who  accompanied  the  monitor  fleet  at  the  re- 
quest of  Admiral  Du  Pont,  remained  on  deck  to 
observe  the  effect  of  the  shot,  shielding  themselves 
behind  the  turret  A  small  splinter  fi-om  one  of 
the  enemy's  shells  struck  Captain  Drayton  on  the 
cheek,  causing  a  slight  scratch,  and  entering  the 
flesh. 

The  Patapsco  and  Nahant  took  position  in  the 
rear  of  the  Passaic,  the  channel  being  so  narrow 
that  it  was  utterly  impossible  for  them  to  advance 
abreast,  and  the  water  so  shallow  that  there  was 
danger  of  getting  aground  when  the  tide  should 
recede.  The  difficulty  of  taking  the  Fort  under 
such  circumstances  was  at  once  apparent ;  but  the 
main  object  being  to  test  the  strength  of  the  moni- 
tors and  to  give  their  ofiicers  experience  in  han- 
dling their  vessels,  and  the  men  an  opportunity 
for  practice  in  the  working  of  the  guns  and  the 
machinery  of  the  tiirrets,  it  was  determined  to 
make  a  vigorous  attack,  notwithstanding  all  the 
disadvantages. 

The  Patapsco  and  Nahant  were  each  separated 
by  about  two  hundred  yards  fix>m  the  Passaic  and 
firom  each  other,  and  could  with  difficulty  bring 
their  guns  to  bear.  The  cannonading,  as  I  have 
stated,  was  opened  by  the  enemy,  and  after  sev- 
eral guns  had  been  fired  the  Passaic  opened  on 
them  with  a  fifteen-inch  shell,  but  the  guns  not 
being  sufficiently  elevated,  the  shot  fell  short 
This  was  immediately  corrected,  and  shot  and 
shell  were  poured  into  the  enemy's  works  for  four 
hours,  without  any  intermission,  by  all  three  of 
the  iron-clads,  the  mortar-vessels  at  the  same 
time  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  from  their  posi- 
tion nearly  two  miles  distant  The  wooden  ves- 
sels took  no  part  in  the  fight,  the  Wissahickon, 
Dawn,  Sebago,  Seneca,  and  Flambeau  being  at 
anchor  near  the  mortar-boats,  whilst  the  Mon- 
tauk,  Capt  Worden,  took  position  in  advance  of 
the  wooden  vessels,  and  in  sight  of  the  conflict, 
but  took  no  part  in  it 

The  three  monitors  being  thus  arranged  in 
line  of  battle,  kept  up  a  constant  fire  ftom  half- 
past  eight  o* clock  in  the  morning  until  nearly  one 
oVlock.  *The  enemy  in  the  mean  time  were  not 
inactive,  and  showed  a  determination  to  make  a 
most  vigorous  defence.    They  concentrated  their 


fire  entirely  on  the  Passaic,  which  was  in  the  ad- 
vance, only  a  few  chance  shots  striking  the  Pa- 
tapsco and  Nahant 

At  half-past  twelve  o'clock  the  monitors  sus- 
pended fire  for  an  hour  for  dinner,  taking  no  heed 
of  the  continued  firing  of  the  enemy.  At  two 
o'clock  the  fight  was  again  resumed  and  contin- 
ued until  half-past  four  o'clock.  The  Passwc  was 
struck  on  her  turret,  pilot-house,  smoke-stack  and 
deck  thirty-one  times,  one  of  her  boats  was  dam- 
aged, the  small  flag-stafi*  on  the  top  of  her  turret 
was  shot  away,  and  a  piece  of  shell  passed  through 
the  flagon  her  stem.  The  Nahant  and  PMapsco 
received  two  or  three  slight  blows  fitna  spent 
shot  A  ten-inch  shot  from  the  rebel  Fort  wis 
found  on  the  turret  of  the  Passaic. 

The  reports  of  the  cannon  and  mortars  were 
almost  deafening  to  a  novice  in  such  matters,  and 
must  have  been  heard  with  great  distinctness  in 
Savannah,  the  wind  bearing  the  sound  off  in  that 
direction.  It  was  a  most  beautiful  day,  the  suo 
shining  brightly,  with  a  cloudless  sky,  and  the 
atmosphere  so  warm  that  winter  clothing  was 
quite  oppressive.  The  only  annoyance  was  a  su- 
perabundance of  sand-flies,  which  were  as  full  of 
fight  as  the  human  species  by  which  ther  were 
surrounded,  and  thirsted  for  blood  with  equal  vo- 
racity. 

The  enemy  fired  at  first  with  considerable  re- 
gularity, but  after  a  time  directed  their  shot  main- 
ly at  the  port-holes  of  the  Passaic,  and  onlv  fired 
when  they  could  get  a  good  shot  One  of  the  ten- 
inch  columbiads  struck  within  three  indies  of  the 
port-hole  of  the  Passaic,  making  a  slight  dent ; 
all  the  other  shots  went  fur  .wide  of  the  mark. 
They  were  evidently  early  convinced  of  the  fact 
that  it  was  wasting  ammunition  to  fire  on  their 
iron-clad  adversaries  unless  they  could  strike  the 
tanret  they  had  made  of  the  port-holes. 

The  position  of  the  Fort  was  sudi  that  the 
amount  of  damage  done  by  the  cannonade  could 
not  be  seen,  except  through  the  eye-holes  of  the 
pilot-houses,  and  the  few  spectatcws  present  not 
connected  with  the  service  were  unable  while  the 
fight  progressed  to  ascertain  what  headway  had     j 
been  made  in  the  reduction  of  the  Fort     It  was, 
however,  an  exciting  fight    Its  finely  rooiMied  en^     | 
brasures  soon  presented  an  immense  irregular  heap 
of  sand.     The  fifteen-inch  shells,  weigMng  three 
hundred  and  forty-five  pounds,  when  they  enter- 
ed the  scarps  and  parapets  and  exploded  would 
throw  up  in  the  air  tons  of  sand,  but  it  would,  of 
course  in  a  great  measure,  fall  back  in  the  fiame 
place,  and  hence  the  work  of  dismantling  the  Fort 
was  slow  and  tedious.     This  fljring  sand  must 
have  been  very  severe  on  the  gunners,  when  it 
came  on  them  before  they  could  escape  to  the 
bomb-proofs,  but  they  always  showed  themselves 
a  moment  afterward,  prepared  to  return  the  fire. 
A  large  number  of  these  shells  exploded  within 
the  Fort,  and  there  must  have  been  considerable 
loss  of  life.     Their  guns,  except  when  nm  for 
ward  to  fire,  were  entirely  out  of  sight  of  our  gun- 
ners, consequently  there  was  but  tittle  opportun- 
ity of  dismounting  them  unless  the  immense 
earth-works  in  front  could  have  been  dismantled. 


DOCUMENTS. 


435 


The  shfilU  and  shot  of  the  enemy  when  they 
struck  in  the  water  near  the  monitors  would 
send  immense  bodies  of  water  flying  over  their 
decks  and  turrets. 

Beauregard  is  said  to  have  been  in  the  Fort 
doling  the  whole  siege^  assisting  in  its  defence. 
The  rebels  had  large  supporting  forces  near  at 
band  to  meet  any  troops  that  might  land,  * 

The  Bcene  was  very  exciting,  and  amid  the  din 
ind  noise  of  battle  we  all  felt  a  confidence  in  the 
result,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  our  iron  fleet  was 
oonocrned,  even  if  they  should  fail  in  reducing 
ihe  Fort  Ih^  inyulnerability  to  the  projectiles 
of  the  enemy  had  been  fully  ascertained  by  the 
preTious  conflicts  of  Captain  Worden  with  the 
same  works,  and  by  his  successful  destructioD 
of  the  Nashville  whilst  exposed  to  the  guns  of 
the  For^  to  which  he  paid  no  attention. 

In  aUuiUng  to  the  destruction  of  the  Nashville 
by  Gapt  Worden,  in  my  last  letter,  I  omitted  to 
mention  that  the  enemy  succeeded  in  exploding 
one  of  his  torpedoes  directly  under  the  hull  of 
the  Montauk,  slightly  jarring  her,  but  doing  not 
the  slightest  damage.  She  continued  in  her  po- 
atioD,  firing  on  the  Nashville  until  she  was  blown 
u{),  and  then  fell  back  to  her  anchorage.  On 
Wednesday  she  steamed  back  to  Port  Royal,  and 
is  ready  for  the  next  movement  that  may  be  or- 
dered. She  did  not  take  part  in  the  fight,  be- 
cause only  three  vessels  could  get  in  position, 
and  it  was  desirable  to  give  the  others  an  oppor- 
tunity to  test  their  powers,  and  gain  the  experi- 
ence and  practice  that  can  only  be  obtained  from 
an  active  engagement 

Gea  Seymour  was  also  present,  and  had  troops 
on  steamboats  ready  to  land  and  take  possession 
of  the  Fort,  in  case  their  assistance  was  required 
in  the  progress  of  the  fight  The  great  distance 
—  from  one  thousand  two  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  feet — at  which  the  monitors 
were  compelled  to  lie,  rendered  its  reduction  an 
impossibility. 

From  twelve  to  one  o^  clock  there  was  a  tempo- 
rary Buspension  of  hostilities,  on  account  of  the 
&I1  of  the  tide,  partly  to  rest  and  refresh  the 
gunners,  and  partiy  to  concert  ^  new  combina- 
tion of  movements  for  the  reduction  of  the  ene- 
my's irork,  which  from  its  peculiar  location,  and 
the  obstructions  in  the  river,  prevented  our  moni- 
tors from  fully  concentrating  their  fire  on  its 
most  vulnerable  points.  The  mortar-schooners 
i^ept  up  an  occasional  fire  until  two  o*clock,  when 
the  monitors  again  advanced  and  renewed  the 
fight  A  heavy  cannonading  was  kept  up  occasion- 
ally until  four  o'clock,  when  the  firing  was  again 
suspended,  the  monitors  falling  back  out  of  range. 
The  direct  firing  on  the  Fort  was  suspended  at 
four  o'clock,  the  monitors  falling  back  out  of 
range.  From  four  o'clock  until  eight  o'clock  in 
the  evening  hostilities  were  entirely  suspended, 
when  the  mortar-schooners  again  opened  fire,  and 
continued  to  occasionally  throw  their  shells  dur- 
ing the  entire  night  Every  fifteen  minutes  a 
i^ell  was  thrown  in  the  direction  of  the  Fort, 
and  having  got  the  range  during  the  day  the  fir- 
ing was  thought  to  be  with  considerable  preci- 


sion. The  purpose  of  this  firing  during  the 
night  was  to  distract  the  enemy,  to  prevent  him 
from  repairing  damages*  and  keep  him  from  rest 
and  refreshment  Our  men  on  the  monitors  and 
gunboats,  being  tired  out  by  the  labors  of  the 
*|  day,  slept  soundly  notwithstanding  the  din  of 
batjUe  by  which  they  were  surrounded. 

The  cannonading  during  the  day  had  been  very 
heavy,  and  its  resists  rather  unsatisfactory.  The 
difficulty  of  obtaining  position  before  the  Fort 
by  more  than  one  monitor  at  a  time,  owing  to 
the  obstructions  in  the  river,  which  prevented 
them  fix)m  getting  in  full  range  before  the  Fort, 
rendered  the  task  a  difficult  one.  If  they  could 
have  removed  the  obstructions,  the  work  would 
have  been  an  easy  one  of  accomplishment,  and 
they  might  have  moved  on  against  Savannah,  if 
so  desired*  These  obstructions,  however,  have 
proved  a  ^eater  barrier  than  the  guns  of  the 
enemy,  which  against  the  iron-clads  have  done 
no  more  damage  than  so  many  pop-guns. 

The  night  bombardment  was  kept  up  until 
daybreak,  without  any  intermission,  when  it 
ceased  entirely,  whilst  the  fleet  of  iron-clads  was 
preparing  to  move  forward  to  a  renewal  of  the 
direct  assault  on  the  works. 

During  the  progress  of  the  fight  a  ten-inch  mor- 
tar-shell, loaded  with  sand,  fell  on  the  deck  of 
the  Passaic.  It  struck  on  the  weakest  of  the 
deck,  and,  further  than  a  disfiguration  of  the  ar- 
mor, did  no  damage  to  the  vessel.  This  was  a 
test  that  the  monitors  had  not  before  undergone, 
and  it  will  be  a  matter  of  congratulation  to  know 
that  they  are  invulnerable  to  even  mortar  pro- 
jectiles. 

Wednesday,  March  4. — This  is  the  second  an- 
niversary of  the  inauguration  of  President  Lin- 
coln, and  the  war  still  progresses.  God  grant 
that  its  next  anniversary  may  find  peace  and 
happiness  prevailing  throughout  the  land. 

The  morning  has  again  opened  bright  and 
beautiful  —  a  cloudless  sky  and  a  warm  sun 
shining  down  on  this  scene  of  human  antagon- 
ism. At  the  time  I  write,  the  monitor  fleet  are 
moving  forward  in  momentary  anticipation  of  a 
renewal  of  the  conflict  The  incessant  mortar^ 
firing  during  the  night  it  was  thought  had  pre- 
vented the  repair  of  the  damage  done  yesterday, 
as  well  as  the  mounting  of  new  guns  in  the  place 
of  those  dismounted  yesterday. 

The  firing  of  the  mortars  at  night  was  a  grand 
sight  Their  immense  shells  could  be  seen  mount- 
ing slowly  to  an  immense  height,  with  a  slight 
spark  of  fire  visible.  When  they  turned  to  fall 
they  came  down  with  double  the  rapidity  they 
ascended,  and  soon  the  booming  sound  of  their 
explosion  could  be  heard  coming  back  from  a 
point  two  miles  distant  At  other  times  the 
shells  would  explode  high  in  the  air,  owin«^  to 
some  defect  in  the  fuse,  making  a  brilliant  p>T0- 
technic  display. 

On  board  the  schooners,  to  prevent  injury  from 
the  immense  reverberation,  it  was  necessary  to 
stand  on  tip-toe  and  keep  your  mouth  open.  The 
practice  of  the  gunners  was  fine,  but  not  very 
pleasant  to  a  spectator. 
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On  approaching  the  Fort,  Capt  Drayton  dis- 
coyered  &at  the  eneiuy  had  during  the  night  re- 
paired all  damages,  and 'that  the  Fort  was  as  im- 
pregnahle  as  on  the  previous  day.  He  thereupon 
concluded  to  ahandon  at  once  the  attempt  to 
reduce  it,  the  destruction  of  the  Nashyille  hayine 
in  reality  rendered  its  possession  a  matter  of 
little  or  no  importance. 

On  ordering  his  yessels  to  retire,  the  enemy 
fired  their  cannons,  exploded  their  rides,  and 
shouted,  yelled,  and  cheered  with  an  exultant 
vehemence  that  could  be  distinctly  heard  at  a 
great  distance.  The  abandonment  of  the  attack 
was  undoubtedly  a  most  joyful  eyent  to  the  re- 
bels, and  of  corresponding  depression  to  us.  The 
possession  of  the  Fort  was  but  of  little  import- 
ance, but  the  failure  to  take  it  after  so  vigorous 
an  attempt  was  somewhat  mortifying. 

The  iron-clad  monitors  this  morning,  (Wednes- 
day,) after  the  grand  rebel  feurde-joU  at  day- 
break, all  fell  back  to  their  former  anchorage,  and 
made  preparations,  with  the  mortar-boats,  for  an 
Immediate  return  to  Port  Royal.  The  Montauk, 
accompanied  by  the  gunboat  Wissahickon,  start- 
ed immediately,  and  the  Passaic,  Nahant,  and 
Patapsco  were  in  readiness  to  depart  the  same 
evening,  but  the  weather  becoming  rough,  they 
postponed  their  departure  until  Thursday  morn- 
ing. 

The  result  of  the  fight  was  deemed  as  settiing 
the  question  that  with  such  shallow  water  and 
the  narrowness  of  the  stream,  the  taking  of  an 
earthwork  situated  as  Fort  McAllister  was  an  im- 
possibility. Unless  the  obstructions  in  the  river 
were  previously  removed,  or  the  aid  of  a  land 
force  was  given  to  the  monitors,  they  could  not 
approach  within  one  thousand  yards  of  the  Fort, 
and  hence,  unless  they  could  entirely  destroy  it 
with  their  guns,  all  further  attempts  were  use- 
less. 

The  number  of  guns  fired  by  the  Passaic  dur- 
ing the  fight  was  ninety-seven,  by  the  Patapsco 
seventy,  and  the  Nahant  sixty.  The  mortar- 
schooners  fired  about  one  hundred  shells. 

The  fight  has  proved  the  entire  invulnerability 
of  the  monitors,  and  their  ability  to  pass  any 
land  battery  that  was  ever  constructed,  with  the 
greatest  impunity,  provided  there  should  be  no 
obstructions  in  the  channel.  A  slight  but  harm- 
less depression  of  their  armor  was  all  the  damage 
inflicted  upon  any  of  them. 

Two  of  the  monitors  got  aground  during  the 
fight,  but  succeeded  in  getting  off.  When  the 
tide  fell  they  were  all  compelled  to  draw  back 
into  deeper  water.  The  rebel  gunners,  afl«r  a 
short  time,  stood  by  their  guns,  watching  the 
turning  of  the  turrets,  and  only  fired  at  the  port- 
holes of  the  Passaic,  dodging  into  their  bomb- 
pi4)ofs  when  the  other  vessels  fired,  to  avoid  the 
clouds  of  sand  that  were  raised  by  our  shells 
from  their  embrasures. 

The  rebel  works  had  been  erected  with  a  par- 
ticular view  to  the  character  of  the  attack  likely 
to  be  made  upon  them.  The  embrasures  were 
immense  banks  of  sand  nearly  forty  feet  thick, 
and  to  dismount  the  guns  and  destroy  the  forts 


it  was  necessary  to  beat  down  these  immeofle 
sand-hills.  But  one  of  the  rebel  gons  is  known 
to  have  been  dismounted  and  broken  to  pieott 
by  a  solid  fifteen-inch  shot  firom  the  Ntfaant, 
though  it  is  thought  that  another  wai  diRDoont- 
ed.  If  the  Fort  could  have  been  dismantled,  tlie 
guns  could  easily  have  been  destroyei  But 
they  could  not  be  reached  firom  the  poutiMi  in 
which  the  vessels  were  compelled  to  lie; 

At  one  time  a  rebel  was  observed  in  the  nnnh, 
apparently  in  charge  of  a  string  leading  to  a  tor- 
pedo in  the  bed  of  the  river.  The  pilot  of  tbe 
Passaic  observing  him,  raised  a  rifle  to  the  eJ^ 
hole  of  the  pilot-house  and  shot  him  through  the 
head.  At  another  time,  some  rebels  appeared  io 
the  marsh  and  fired  several  shots  at  Capt  Dnj- 
ton,  who  fi^uentiy  took  position  on  dedc  to 
watch  the  effect  of  the  balls.  The  Captain  tnh 
mediately  ordered  a  charge  of  canister,  and,  fir- 
ing in  the  direction  in  which  they  appeared,  re- 
ceived no  more  annoyance  firom  tlut  ({uarter. 
Those  that  escaped  were  seen  running  ofi^  and 
doubtiess  many  suffered  for  their  temerity. 

The  enemy  had  but  eight  guns  and  a  mortir 
in  their  Fort,  being  all  that  could  be  well  mount- 
ed in  the  position  it  was  located.  The  ob6t^l^ 
tions  in  the  river  consisted  of  piles,  and  were  not 
driven  in  a  line  directiy  across  the  stream,  but  in 
a  slanting  line  down  the  stream,  commendng 
just  below  the  Fort  and  extendii^  some  distance 
Qown  to  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  Had  they 
been  in  a  direct  line  they  might  have  been  n- 
moved  or  forced  through,  but  the  narrownesi  of 
the  channel  favored  the  strength  of  the  obatroe- 
tion. 

The  whole  object  of  the  movement  on  tiie 
Qeoiigia  coast  was  the  destruction  of  the  Nash- 
ville, which  was  in  full  readiness  for  a  piratical 
cruise,  and  that  being  accomplished,  Admiral 
Du  Pont  doubtless  ordered  the  attack  on  the 
Fort  for  the  purpose  of  niore  fully  testing  the 
powers  of  the  monitors,  and  to  give  their  com- 
manders experience  in  handling  their  vessdR  aod 
guns.  The  result  has  been  most  satisfiKtorj,  as 
they  have  all  been  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
of  the  enemy's  guns  for  eight  hours,  and  have 
come  out  of  the  conflict  unscathed.  They  are  as 
ready  for  immediate  service  as  they  were  before 
the  conflict,  and  will  doubtiess  not  long  remain 
inactive. 

The  monitors  were  originally  ordered  to  Osea- 
baw  to  assist  in  destroying  the  Na^ville,  and 
were  preparing  to  start  when  the  news  of  her  de- 
struction was  received.  Had  she  been  destroyed 
a  day  or  two  sooner,  there  would  probably  hare 
been  no  attack  on  the  Fort  It  was  merely  or- 
dered afterward  to  test  the  vessels ;  hence  the 
failure  is  of  but  littie  real  importance. 

Yours,  etc,  C.  C.  F. 

SAVANNAH   **  BEFUBUCAN  **   ACOOCVT 

BATAaoiAii,  Haitk  IS,  IM 
This  remarkable  engagement  Is  deserving  a 
more  extended  notice  uiui  it  has  beretolbre  re- 
ceived firom  the  hands  of  the  press.    That  one  of 
the  most  terrible  conflicts  of  the  revohitioii  should 
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he  disposed  of  in  a  few  lines  of  telegraphic  reports, 
embracing  only  its  results,  is  not  just  to  the  noble 
ind  heroic  spirits  who,  on  that  memorable  occasion, 
defended  successfully  the  soil  of  Georgia  against  an 
imuunent  which  in  force  and  tenror  is  without  a 
paralleL  The  Brigadier-General  conmianding  the 
department,  has  in  part  supplied  the  omission  of 
bis  complimentary  orders.  There  are  other  facts, 
though,  embracing  the  entire  details  of  the  engage- 
men^  which  should  be  put  on  record  as  part  of 
the  history  of  this  unnatural  and  sanguinary  war. 
True,  it  was  a  bloodless  battle,  so  far  as  our 
forces  were  concerned,  the  only  life  lost  in  the 
Fort  being  that  of  a  pet  tom-cat  Yet  it  was  not 
because  our  men  were  not  exposed  to  death,  or 
Bditing  for  hours,  with  his  terrible  shafts  flying 
aU  around  them.  An  omnipotent  arm  above 
shielded  them  from  harm. 

During  a  recent  visit  to  the  Fort,  we  acquaint- 
ed ourselves  with  a  number  of  interesting  &cts, 
regarding  the  battle,  a  few  of  which  we  will  give 
to  our  roiders.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the 
engagement  took  place  on  Tuesday,  the  third  of 
March  inst  Including  the  attack  on  the  Nash- 
ville, in  which  the  Fort  became  involved,  it  was 
the  seventh  att^npt  of  the  enemy  to  carry  the 
position.  We  would  state  that  Fort  McAUister 
is  situated  on  the  right  bank  of  the  O^eechee, 
and  occupies  the  farthest  points,  by  mainland,  jut- 
ting out  into  the  marsh.  The  river  flows  straight 
from  a  point  about  a  mile  above  the  Fort,  to  a  dis- 
tance of  about  a  mile  and  a  half  below,  where  it 
makes  a  bend,  and  runs  almost  south,  and  behind 
a  point  of  woods ;  thence  onward  to  Ossabaw 
Sound  and  the  ocean.  During  the  afternoon  of 
Uonday,  three  iron  monitors — the  Montauk,  the 
second,  supposed  from  the  descriptions  in  the 
New-York  papers  to  be  the  Passaic,  and  the 
third,  the  Weehawken — steamed  up  from  behind 
the  point  of  woods,  rounded  the  bend,  and  came 
np  to  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Fort,  the 
Uontauk  about  a  thousand  yards  ofi^,  and  the 
other  two  in  the  rear,  some  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  from  each  other.  Here  they  anchored  in  line 
of  battle  for  the  next  day,  and  the  night  passed 
in  quiet^  both  sides,  no  doubt,  busy  with  prepa- 
rations for  the  dreadful  work  of  the  morning. 
Around  the  point,  and  a  little  over  two  miles  dis- 
tant, lay  three  mortar-schooners  and  an  old  steam- 
er, which  also  took  part  in  the  fight,  and  kept  up 
&  rapid  fire  throughout  Such  was  the  force  and 
disposition  of  the  enemy.  The  Montauk,  and  an- 
other iron-dad,  were  armed  with  one  fifteen-inch 
snd  one  eleven-inch  gun  each,  and  the -third  with 
^ht-inch  rifl&^^s.  The  mortar-boats  threw  ten 
and  eleven-inch  shells.  Our  battery  remained  as 
in  the  former  fight,  except  that  it  had  been  reen- 
forced  with  a  ten-inch  columbiad.  Another  part 
of  our  force,  on  the  dav,  which  should  not  be 
overlooked,  was  a  detachment  of  the  Hardwick 
Mounted  Rifles,  Captain  McAllister,  under  com- 
niand  of  Tliird  Lieutenant  £.  A.  Elarbee.  They 
ttmsisted  of  Sergeant  Hayman,  privates  Proctor, 
^'yatt  Harper,  and  Cobb.  These  men  went  up 
the  river,  and  crossed  over  the  marsh,  by  night, 
to  a-  point  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 


fVom  the  Montauk,  and  in  full  rifle-range,  where 
they  dug  out  a  rifle-pit  in  the  mud,  and  remained 
the  greater  part  of  the  fight ;  it  is  believed  not 
without  important  success,  as  will  be  seen  here- 
after. Thus  stood  matters  up  to  a  quarter  of  nine 
o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  when  our  troops,  weari- 
ed with  waiting  on  the  enemy,  opened  on  the  Mon- 
tauk with  the  rifle-gun.  The  eight-inch  colum- 
biad, forty-two  pounder  and  ten-inch  columbiad 
followed  suit,  in  order  in  which  they  are  named, 
all  directing  their  fire  on  the  Montauk ;  indeed, 
she  was  the  only  one  of  the  iron-clads  that  we 
shot  at  during  the  fight ;  the  rest  were  doubtless 
much  disaopointed  in  the  not  being  visited.  At 
nine  o'clocl^  the  Montauk  fired  the  first  gun,  and 
was  followed  by  her  associates  in  rapid  succession. 
Thus  commenced  the  firing  on  both  sides,  and 
the  deadly  strife  was  kept  up  steadily  for  seven 
and  a  half  hours,  without  the  slightest  intermis- 
sion. 

Considering  the  strength  of  the  combatants 
respectively,  and  the  immense  weight  of  metal 
thrown  in  terrific  grandeur,  there  has  been  noth- 
ing like  it  since  the  commencement  of  the  war. 
Indeed,  history  furnishes  no  parallel.  It  is  esti- 
nuited  that  the  enemy  threw  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  shot  and  shell  at  the  Fort,  amounting  to 
some  sixty  or  seventy  tons  of  the  most  formidable 
missiles  ever  invented  for  the  destruction  of  hu- 
man life.  Only  think  of  eleven  and  fifteen-inch 
round  shot,  and  rifle  shells,  eight  inches  in  diam- 
eter and  seventeen  inches  in  length,  screaming 
alox^  their  destructive  way,  like  so  many  fiery 
demons,  plunging  into  the  earthworks  of  Fort 
McAllister  to  Uie  depth  of  eight  or  ten  feet,  or  ex- 
ploding with  a  voice  of  thunder  and  the  jars  or 
an  earUiquake,  for  more  than  seven  mortal  hours, 
over,  around,  and  in  the  midst  of  our  undaunted 
little  band  of  patriots.  Firm  and  untenified,  they 
stood  to  their  guns  through  it  all,  and  at  the 
close,  with  a  defiant  shot  and  a  shout  of  victory, 
saluted  the  retiring  foe.  Such  a  fire  was  never 
directed  against  mortal  man  before,  and  they 
came  out  not  only  unscathed,  but  triumphaht, 
fix)m  the  fiery  ordeaL  About  midday,  an  eleven- 
inch  shell  struck  the  upright  post  of  the  eight- 
inch  columbiad,  and  shivered  the  entire  carriage  to 
atoms,  the  gun  consequently  lost  to  them  for  the 
remainder  of  the  day.  The  main  traverse-wheel 
of  the  forty-two  pounder,  was  carried  awajr  by  a 
shot,  and  replaced  within  twenty  minutes,  in  the 
midst  of  a  terrific  fire.  Private  Carroll  Hanson, 
of  the  Emmet  Rifles,  distinguished  himself  by 
passing  out  into  the  yard  of  the  Fort,  in  the 
direct  line  of  the  enemy's  fire,  where  it  appeared 
impossible  for  life  to  exist,  and  returning  by  the 
same  route  with  a  wheel  for  the  disabled  gun. 
One  of  the  thirty-twos,  which  battery  was  gal- 
lantly served  throughout  the  fight,  by  a  detach- 
ment of  sharp-shooters  under  command  of  Lieut 
Herman,  met  with  a  similar  accident,  but  they 
kept  up  their  fire  to  the  last 

These  guns  are  greatly  exposed,  and  require 
the  sternest  kind  of  nerves  to  man  them. 

About  a  quarter-past  four  o'clock  p.m.,  a  shot 
from  our  forty-two  pounder  struck  the  body  of 
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the  Montauk;  a  volume  of  Bteam  was  seen  to 
issue  from  her  side,  and  her  turret  reflise  to  re- 
yolve.  She  immediateljr  weighed  anchor,  turned 
her  how  down-stream,  and  retired  from  the  fight 
The  Fort  ga^e  her  a  parting  salute  as  she  round- 
ed, to  which  she  replied  hy  two  random  shots, 
one  of  which  went  up  the  river,  and  the  other 
across  the  marsh  —  as  much  as  to  saj  to  her 
troublesome  customer :  **  If  I  canH  whip  you,  go 
to  the  devil."  The  Fort  fired  the  first  and  the 
last  shot  In  a  few  minutes  the  other  two  rams 
turned  about  and  followed  their  file-leader,  which 
on  making  the  bend  below  was  taken  in  tow  bj 
a  steamer,  as  if  in  a  damaged  condition.  This 
conclusion  is  supported  by  the  testimony  of  our 
pickets,  who  report  that  her  pilot-house  was 
taken  down,  and  the  men  were  at  work  during 
the  whole  of  that  night  and  the  day  following. 
Thus  ended  the  fight,  with  the  exception  of  a 
slow  but  continued  fire  which  was  kept  up  from 
the  mortar-boats,  from  behind  the  point  of  wood, 
throughout  the  night,  in  order  to  prevent  repairs 
on  the  Fort  It,  however,  did  little  or  no  dam- 
age, nor  did  it  cause  a  suspension  of  the  work 
for  a  moment  The  garrison  being  pretty  well 
worn  out  by  the  labors  of  the  day.  Major  SchaaflTs 
battalion  of  sharp-shooters  volunteered  to  make 
the  necessary  repairs.  Though  under  fire,  these 
bravo  men  continued  their  work  throughout  the 
night,  and  at  daylight  the  dismounted  columbiad 
was  again  in  position,  all  the  breaches  repaired, 
and  the  Fort  in  complete  order  for  another  trial 
of  strength  with  her  formidable  antagonist  At 
dawn,  the  men  were  again  at  their  guns,  but  hour 
after  hour  passed,  and  no  enemy  hove  in  sight 
The  Yankees  had  received  their  fill,  and  conclud- 
ed to  let  us  alone.  But  to  return  to  Lieut  Elar- 
bee  and  his  adventurous  little  band,  who  had 
taken  their  position  under  cover  of  the  marsh, 
within  rifle-shot  of  the  enemy's  rams.  It  was 
one  of  extreme  peril,  being  not  only  exposed  to  a 
raking  fire  from  the  gunboats,  should  they  be 
discovered,  but  also  in  a  direct  line  with  the  fire 
from  the  Fort.  During  the  fight,  an  officer  made 
his  appearance  on  the  deck  of  the  Montauk, 
with  a  glass  in  hand,  and  presented  the  long- 
wished  for  target  A  Maynard  rifle  slug  soon 
went  whizzing  by  his  ears,  which  startled  him, 
and  caused  him  to  right-about,  when  a  second 
slug  apparently  took  effect  on  his  person,  as, 
with  both  hands  raised,  he  caught  hold  of  the 
turret  for  support,  and  immediately  clambered  or 
was  pulled  in  at  a  port-hole.  It  is  believed  that 
the  officer  was  killed.  The  display  of  awning  on 
the  Montauk  the  day  following,  and  the  funeral 
on  Assabau  Friday,  give  strength  to  this  opinion. 
As  soon  as  this  shot  was  fired,  the  Montauk 
turned  her  guns  upon  the  marsh,  and  literally 
raked  it  wi&  pape-shot  The  riflemen,  how- 
ever, succeeded  m  changing  their  base  in  time,  and 
avoiding  the  missiles  of  the  enemy.  Not  one  of 
them  was  hurt  Too  much  credit  cannot  be  be- 
stowed on  the  daring  act  of  a  few  brave  men. 
Of  the  damage  done  to  the  garrison,  we  have  al- 
ready given  a  full  account,  and  can  only  repeat 
that  it  was  confined  to  the  wounding  of  one  man,  I 


Thomas  W.  Rape,  Emmet  Rifles,  in  the  knee, 
and  another,  William  S.  Owens,  of  the  same  eom- 
pany,  slightly  in  the  faca  James  Mims,  of  com- 
pany D,  First  Georgia  battalion  of  sharp-shootersi 
had' his  leg  broken  and  his  ankle  crushed,  by  the 
fall  of  a  piece  of  timber,  while  remoanting  the 
columbiad,  after  the  fight  All,  we  learn,  are  do- 
ing well  Considerable  havoc*  was  made  in  the 
sand-banks  in  the  Fort,  and  the  quarters  of  the 
men  were  almost  entirely  demolished.  The  offi- 
cers* quarters  received  two  or  three  shots,  hut 
suffered  no  material  damage.  Inside  the  F<^ 
and  to  the  rear  and  left  of  it,  for  a  half-mile,  the 
earth  was  dug  up  into  immense  pits  and  furrows 
by  the  enemy's  shell  and  shot ;  a  large  quintitj 
of  which  has  been  gathered  up,  and  will  he  re- 
turned to  the  Yankees  in  a  different  form  should 
the  occasion  offer. 

It  is  almost  incredible  that  our  troops  should 
have  remained  under  such  a  fire,  for  so  long  a 
time,  and  not  one  of  them  killed  or  seriousij 
wounded.  Indeed  their  safety  would  seem  to 
throw  suspicion  on  the  whole  account  of  the 
fight  But  it  is  aU  true,  and  why  it  is  so  ctuiot 
be  accounted  for  on  any  principle  of  natunl  Uv. 
The  escape  was  miraculous,  and  can  only  he 
ascribed  to  that  All-seeing  Eye  that  watches  orer 
the  actions  of  men,  and  that  Omnipotent  Ann 
which  is  ever  stretched  out  to  uphold  the  right, 
and  shield  from  harm  the  cause  of  the  just  and 
oppressed.  We  might  name  a  number  of  extn- 
ordinary  incidents  that  occurred  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  bombardment  that  baffle  human  rea- 
son, and  irresistibly  turn  the  eye  of  the  inquirer 
up  to  Him  with  whom  all  thiin^  are  possible. 
A  few  will  suffice:  the  eleven-inch  sbeU  thai 
shivered  the  carriage  of  the  eight-inch  ooluznhiad 
to  atoms,  exploded  in  the  gun-chamber  in  the 
midst  of  eight  or  ten  men,  and  not  one  of  than 
was  injured.  A  fhigment  the  size  of  a  man^s 
head,  passed  between  Lieutenant  Dixon  and  gun- 
ner No.  1,  who  were  within  twenty  inches  of  ead» 
other,  and  sank  deep  into  the  traverse,  without 
doing  a  particle  of  hann.  A  shell  fell  and  ex- 
ploded in  ^e  pit  of  the  rifle-gun,  where  a  num- 
ber were  serving,  and  but  a  single  firagment  was 
left  on  the  floor,  yet  no  one  was  hurt 

Several  officers  were  lying  in  the  door  of  the 
hospital,  and  four  or  five  others  standing  around 
outside,  and  not  ten  feet  distant,  when  a  fifteen- 
inch  shell  struck  the  bank,  rolled  down  to  the 
very  door-sill,  and  exploded.  All  were  burnt 
with  the  powder,  but  not  one  was  toudied  hy  a 
fragment  t)f  a  shell  Where  they  went  to,  who 
can  tell  ?  An  officer  of  the  Fort,  whose  word  no 
one  will  dispute,  informed  us,  that  the  ehdls 
from  the  mortar-boats  at  night,  or  many  of  them, 
after  being  well-aimed,  and  coming  in  an  exact 
curve  for  the  Fort  over  a  distance  of  two  miles, 
when  nearing  it,  without  any  natural  cause,  and  as 
if  by  some  gentle,  unseen  hand,  were  turned  aside 
and  fell  to  the  right  or  left  AU  were  amaxed  at 
the  remarkable  phenomenon,  and  punled  to  ex- 
plain  it  There  is  but  one  explanation— the  G<jfl 
of  battles  is  on  our  side.  Did  the  events  of  this 
revolution  stand  alone,  we  should  need  no  fhrther 
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proofs  of  the  existence  of  a  supreme  and  goodf 
Being  to  orerlook  and  direct  the  actions  of  men. 
This  imperfect  narrative  has  already  attained  to 
an  unreasonable  length,  but  it  would  hardly  be 
just  to  dose  it  without  some  special  notice  of  the 
gallant  spirits  who  engaged  in  the  fight  Where 
all  acted  so  bravely  and  so  well,  it  would  be 
wrong  to  discriminate,  and  we  shall  simply  give 
the  positions  of  the  leading  actors,  that  their 
Dames  may  become  a  part  of  the  record.  Capt 
Anderson  of  the  Blues,  as  on  a  former  trying 
occasion,  was  in  command  of  the  work,  managed 
everything  with  good  judgment  and  perfect  cool- 
ness, and  moved  about  from  point  to  point,  wher- 
ever duty  called  him,  without  the  first  indication 
of  fear.  Captain  NicoU  of  the  Emmet  Rifles,  was 
present  throughout  the  fight,  and  shrunk  from 
no  post  where  his  services  were  needed. 

We  should  not  forget,  too,  the  inde&tigable 
Captain  McAllister  of  the  Mounted  Rifles,  who 
has  charge  of  the  picket  force  of  the  coasts,  and 
whose  watchAil  eye  is  hardly  ever  off  of  the  foe, 
day  or  night,  and  on  whose  information  and  advice 
most  of  our  movements  in  that  quarter  are  direct- 
ed. He  is  ever  on  hand  in  a  fight,  and  never  fails  to 
render  essential  service  to  the  garrison.  His  men 
acted  as  couriers  in  the  late  fight,  and  were  com- 
pelled to  pass  down  the  line  of  the  enemy's  fire 
whenever  they  entered  the  Fort,  but  not  one  was 
known  to  flinch  from  his  perilous  duty.  Of  the 
guns  not  already  alluded  to,  the  eignt-inch  co- 
lumbiad,  which  somehow  is  a  favorite  mark  of 
the  enemy,  was  commanded  as  before  by  the 
fearless  Lieutenant  Dixon,  assisted  by  Sergeant 
Flo«)d,  who,  by  the  way,  was  quite  sick  in  the 
hospital,  but  left  his  bed  to  take  part  in  the  fight 
The  rifle-gun  was  commanded  by  Corporal  Robt 
Smith  of  the  Blues,  assisted  by  a  squad  from 
that  company.  The  forty-two  pounder  was  in 
charge  of  Lieutenant  Quinn  of  the  Blues,  Sergt 
Frazier  assisting.  The  ten-inch  columbiad  fell  to 
the  lot  of  Lieutenant  Rockwell,  of  the  Emmet 
Kifles,  and  was  served  with  great  efficiency  by 
Sergeant  Gavanagh  and  his  squad.  The  gallant 
Lieutenant  Willis,  who  distinguished  himself  by 
his  skill  and  bravery  in  a  former  fight,  was,  to 
the  regret  of  all,  confined  to  his  bed,  and  unable 
to  take  part  in  the  engagement  The  mortar- 
^ttery,  as  in  former  engagement^  was  effectively 
served  by  Captain  Martin,  with  a  detachment  of 
his  light  artillerymen.  They  kept  up  a  regular 
fire,  and  threw  their  shells  with  a  precision  that 
would  do  credit  to  veteran  gunners.  All  these 
gallant  men  stood  firmly  by  their  guns 'through- 
out the  terrible  conflict.  Though  often  enveloped 
in  smoke,  and  choked  with  clouds  of  flying  sand, 
they  fought  to  the  last  like  heroes,  and  the  dis- 
couraging reflection  that  the  cowardly  foe,  unlike 
themselves,  was  encased  in  impenetrable  steel, 
&nd  secure  from  harm.  Yet  a  great  work  was 
^fore  them — the  iron-clad  ships  of  the  enemy 
were  on  a  trial-test,  that  was  destined  to  affect 
Qtost  seriously,  the  fortunes  of  the  war;  and 
they  went  to  their  work  and  stuck  to  it,  with  as 
Qiuch  resolution,  as  if  ten  thousand  of  the  foe 
were  arrayed  in  open  field  before  them.    They 


whipped  the  fight,  and  taught  the  world  a  lesson 
in  war,  which  was  unknown  to  it  before,  and  in- 
deed, regarded  as  impossible.  Let  every  con- 
federate soldier  take  courage  from  the  glorious 
achievements  of  the  noble  Georgians  at  Qenesis 
Point  The  last  forlorn  hope  of  the  enemy  ha3 
been  driven  back,  leaving  to  invent  new  plans  to 
overawe  and  subdue  the  South. 

Of  Fort  McAllister  itself,  and  its  builders,  we 
should  say  a  word  before  closing.  It  is  a  monu- 
ment to  the  professional  skill  and  personal  energy 
of  Captain  McCrady,  the  engineer-in-chief  of  the 
department ;  and  to  him  and  his  no  less  energetic 
assistant,  Captain  James  A.  McAllister,  the  ex- 
ecutor of  the  plans,  is  due  a  large  share  of  the 
honors  won  on  the  day. 


Doc.  180. 

BATTLE  AT   THOMPSON'S    STATION. 

TENN. 

UEUTENANT  BACHMAN'S  REPOBT. 

BMAJoquAKtwM  Fiaar  BatoADi,  Third  Divisiair, ) 
FRAHKLiif,  Tbnii.,  MuTch  8, 1848.     ) 

Lazaru8  Nohle^  Adjutant  General  State  of  Indi' 

ana: 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  brief 
report  of  an  expedition  which  left  this  place  on 
the  morning  of  the  fourth  inst,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  John  Cobum,  composed  of  the 
Thirty-third  Indiana,  Twenty-second  Wisconsin, 
Nineteenth  Michigan,  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  and 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio  infantry, 
detachments  of  the  Second  Michigan,  Ninth  Penn- 
sylvania, and  Fourth  Kentucky  cavalry,  number- 
ing six  hundred,  under  the  command  of  Colonel 
Jordan  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Eigh- 
teenth Ohio  battery.  The  column  marched  out 
of  Franklin,  Tenn.,  about  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  upon 
the  Columbia  pike,  and  when  about  three  miles 
out  the  advance-guard  came  upon  the  pickets  of 
the  enemy ;  a  slight  artillery  engagement  followq^ 
and  the  enemy  retired  with  a  loss  of  ten  killed, 
left  on  the  ground.  •  One  man  of  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan  was  slightly  wounded,  no  other  casu- 
alty attended  the  command,  except  the  accidental 
disabling  of  the  carrii^  of  one  of  the  guns,  which 
was  sent  to  camp  for  repairs.  At  this  time  little 
or  nothing  could  be  learned  of  the  location  or 
strength  d*  the  enemy,  or  of  the  number  and  cali- 
bre of  the  artillery. 

Colonel  Cobum  reported  to  (hxi,  Gilbert  at  two 
P.M.  what  had  oocuired,  and  suggested  the  im- 
propriety of  encumbering  the  expedition  with  so 
large  a  train,  (in  all  about  one  hundred  wagons.) 
Gen.  Gilbert  replied  that  if  the  train  intended  for 
a  forage  train  was  likely  to  prove  an  embarrass- 
ment, to  send  It  back.  Then  the  train,  except 
the  ba^age-wagons,  was  started  back,  and  the 
column  moved  forward  some  two  miles,  and  again 
came  in  contact  with  the  enemy.  The  informa- 
tion that  had  been  received  from  various  sources 
up  to  five  o*clock  warranted  CoL  Coburn  in  sup- 
posing that  there  was  a  force  not  far  in  advance^ 
and  on  account  of  the  latene^  of  the  hour  deemed 
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it  imprudent  to  bring  on  an  engagement  then, 
consequently  went  into  camp.  NoUiing  occurred 
during  the  night  Col.  Cobum  in  the  evening 
made  a  full  report  to  Gen.  Gilbert  of  the  occur- 
rences and  observations  of  the  day,  and  during 
the  night  received  despatches,  but  from  what 
source  or  of  what  nature  I  have  no  knowledge. 

In  the  morning  (March  fifth)  on  the  inquiry  being 
made  of  Col.  Cobum  as  to  what  he  was  about  to 
do,  he  replied :  "  I  am  going  ahead,  I  have  no 
option  in  the  matter."  Colonel  Cobum  then  ex- 
amined the  map  of  the  country  ahead,  and  find- 
ing that  there  were  two  roads  on  either  side  of 
our  route,  ordered  Col.  Jordan  to  send  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  on  both  roads  to  protect  his 
flanks.  He  received  information  by  two  negroes 
in  the  morning  that  the  enemy  were  reenforced 
by  Major-General  Van  Dom,  numbering  some  ten 
thousand  men.  He  ordered  Col.  Jordan  to  send 
the  two  negroes  immediately  to  General  Gilbert 
under  a  sufficient  guard. 

I  might  here  also  state  that  Col.  Cobum  sent 
a  long  letter  to  Gen.  Gilbert  the  previous  even- 
ing, stating  the  number  of  the  enemy,  and  by 
calculating  the  ground  told  my  wagon-master, 
the  bearer  of  the  message,  that  it  could  not  be 
possible  that  the  force  was  as  large  as  Colonel 
Cobum  estimated  it  At  eight  o'clock  a.m.  the 
command  resumed  the  march,  advanced  about 
three  miles,  when  it  became  necessary  to  throw 
out  skirmishers.  The  column  advanced  at  least 
one  mile  further,  when  a  battery,  or  part  of  a  bat- 
teiy,  opened  fire  immediately  in  front  Colonel 
CoDum  at  once  drew  up  the  fotces  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  brought  the  battery  to  bear  at  two  points 
(elevations)  on  either  side  of  the  pike  and  railroad 
— three  pieces  on  the  right  and  two  on  the  left 
The  enemy  then  opened  another  battery  on  our 
light  and  front  No  force  of  the  enemy  could  be 
seen  up  to  this  time.  Col.  Cobum  ordered  the 
Eighty-fifth  and  Thirty-third  Indiana,  then  sup- 
porting the  section  or  artillery  on  the  right,  to 
charge  upon  the  battery  furthest  to  the  right  and 
take  it  The  two  regiments  immediately  ad- 
vanced down  the  hill  in  the  direction  of  the 
d6p6t,  and  when  near  the  dep6t  and  a  stone  wall, 
received  a  volley  fit>m  infantry  stationed  behind 
the  wall  and  around  the  d6p6t  An  overwhelm- 
ing number  revealed  themselves.  The  two  regi- 
ments were  then  ordered  to  retire,  which  they 
did  in  good  order,  keeping  up  a  well-directed  fire, 
regaining  and  holding  the  ground  from  which 
they  started,  and  checking  the  advance  of  the 
enemy.  At  or  about  the  tune  the  two  regiments 
were  ordered  to  retire,  still  another  battery  opened 
on  our  left  flank.    At  the  time  the  order  was 

F'ven  for  the  regiments  to  retire  fromHhe  charge, 
heard  Col.  Cobum  order  Col  Jordan  to  bring 
up  two  companies  of  cavalry,  and  send  them  to 
the  right  to  support  the  retiring  regiments.  Col. 
Jordan  started  off  on  foot,  but  did  not  return,  nor 
was  the  order  obeyed.  Soon  after  the  battery 
opened  on  our  left  flank  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  Eighteenth  Ohio  battery  came  up  very 
much  excited,  and  said  he  was  out  of  ammuni- 
tion, and  that  he  could  not  stand  the  fire  of  the 


batteries.  That  portion  of  the  battery  on  the  left 
of  the  pike  had  already,  by  the  Captain's  direc- 
tion, moved  down  on  to  the  pike  without  orders 
from  Col.  Cobum  or  any  other  person.  Colond 
Cobum  directed  me  to  ascertain  from  the  officers 
in  charge  of  each  ammunition-box  of  the  entire 
battery  how  much  ammunition  there  was  remain- 
ing. I  did  so,  and  reported  to  CoL  Cobum  that 
there  were  two  hundred  and  thirty  rounds  of 
shell,  and  seventy  rounds  of  canister.  I  also  gare 
orders  to  officers  not  to  move  the  battery,  or  any 
portion,  without  orders.  I  then  went  to  the  left 
to  ascertain  about  a  flank  movement  that  had 
been  reported,  and  on  reaching  the  brow  of  the 
hill  occupied  by  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin, 
I  saw  the  enemy  advancing  in  line  of  battle.  I 
at  once  reported  the  same  to  Col.  Cobum,  but  r^ 
ceived  no  orders.  CoL  Cobum  was  at  this  time 
at  the  head  of  the  Thirty-third  and  Ei^ty-fifth 
Indiana  on  the  right,  both  regiments  being  hotly 
engaged.  The  section  of  artillery  on  the  right  up 
to  this  time  had  kept  up  a  constant  fire.  After 
reporting  the  flank  movement  of  the  enemy  on 
the  left,  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  hill  occupied  by 
the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  and  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  and  as  I  reached  the  left  of  the  Twenty- 
second  Wisconsin,  that  regiment  opened  fire  upoD 
the  enemy,  and  held  their  position  some  minutes, 
and  until  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  went  to  their 
support. 

The  two  regiments  held  that  point  nearly  twen- 
ty minutes.  At  the  time  of  the  fh%  upon  the 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  that  portion  of  the 
battery  on  the  pike,  and  which  had  retired  from 
the  left  of  the  road,  started  off  in  quick-time  up 
the  pike.  I  instantly  went  and  stopped  them, 
and  made  every  effort  to  induce  the  Captain  to 
bring  his  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy,  fiien 
charging  though  a  ravine  and  up  the  hill  toward 
the  Nineteenth  and  Twenty-second.  At  this 
point  one  gun  could  command  the  fields  and  the 
ravine  farther  to  the  left  All  my  efforts  were 
unavailing,  however,  and  the  battery  started  off 
in  full  retreat,  the  section  on  the  right  coming 
down  at  that  moment,  and,  as  I  suppose,  without 
orders. 

I  very  soon  met  Colonel  Jordan,  commaiHiio| 
the  cavalry,  and  asked  him  if  sometiiing  ooula 
not  be  done  to  assist  the  infantry.  He  replied, 
"  We  are  doing  about  all  that  can  be  done,''  wfail« 
at  that  very  instant  every  thing  was  moving  o£ 
At  the  time  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  r^ 
ceived  the  first  charge,  Lieut -CoL  Bloodgoodof 
that  regiment,  with  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
men,  from  the  left  of  the  regiment,  retired  from 
the  field,  and  moved  off  (by  the  left  flank)  with 
the  retreating  party.  I  cannot  believe  that  Lieut* 
Col.  Bloodgood  had  orders  from  CoL  Cobun,  or 
any  other  person,  to  move ;  at  least,  if  he  did,  no 
member  of  his  (Colonel  Cobum's)  staff  had  any 
knowledge  of  it,  and  they  were  at  that  time  oa 
the  field.  If  there  were  any  orders  fit>m  any  ooe 
for  Lieut -Col.  Bloodgood  to  move,  they  were  m* 
to  retire,  and  there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him 
from  going  to  any  part  of  the  field  for  fifteen 
minutos  after  he  left^  as  the  remainder  of  the  ngi- 


IX)OU]fBNTS. 


441 


ment)  under  Colonel  Utiey,  with  the  Nineteenth 
Michigan,  held  the  top  of  the  hill  that  length  of 
time. 

The  cavalry,  at  the  time  the  Twenty-second 
WiscoDfiin  was  attacked,  all  retired  from  the  left, 
at  least  half  a  mile  from  the  scene  of  action.  It 
became  evident  that  a  stand  would  not  he  made 
by  the  retreating  force,  and  I  attempted  to  return 
to  the  battle-ground,  hut  found  it  impossible — 
some  thirty  minutes  had  elapsed  since  the  first 
chai]ge  upon  the  Twenty-second  Wisconsin.  The 
Nineteenth  Michigan  and  Twenty-second  Wiscon- 
sin, by  this  time  were  being  driven  up  the  side- 
hill  toward  the  right,  and  on  to  the  ground  occu- 
pied by  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty-fifth  Indiana, 
and  the  enemy  had  formed  a  line  of  battle  be- 
tween the  hill  and  myself.  I  turned  and  met  an 
ammunition-wagon,  but  ordered  it  back,  as  it 
would  only  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  ene- 
my—one musket-ball  had  already  passed  through 
the  top. 

The  kst  view  I  had  of  the  ground,  the  four 
regiments  occupied  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  right 
of  the  road,  and  so  far  as  I  could  discover,  were 
sanx)nnded  by  the  enemy,  and  all  fighting  to  their 
atmost  The  batteries  were  directing  a  heavy 
fire  upon  them.  They  Inid  no  ammunition  be- 
sides what  they  had  in  their  cartridge-boxes,  and, 
doubtless,  CoL  Cobum  did  not  surrender  until 
all  the  ammunition  was  consumed,  and  found  it 
useless  longer  to  defend  himself. 

Not  more  than  half  an  hour  elapsed  from  the 
time  I  last  saw  the  field  until  the  firing  ceased. 

The  last  order  Col.  Cobum  gave  in  relation,  to 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  was 
that  it  should  remain  as  a  guard  for  the  train. 

The  surgeons  were  all  constantly  engaged  in 
removing  the  wounded,  until  communication  was 
cut  off.  Soxhe  of  the  ambulances  which  came 
Awaj  last,  were  fired  upon.  Th*e  train  returned 
to  Franklin  in  good  order,  preceded  by  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio,  and  followed 
by  the  artillery  and  cavalry. 

Colonel  Coburn  gave  his  orders  with  coolness, 
lud  throughout  tiie  whole  time  displayed  bravery 
vid  energy.  Lieut -Colonel  Henderson  and  Major 
Hiller  of  the  Thirty-third  Indiana,  Colonel  Utley, 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  Colonel  Gilbert  and 
^j^r  Shafter  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan,  and 
Colonel  Baird,  and  Lieut -Colonel  Crane  of  the 
%hty-fifUi  Indiana,  all  were  most  ready  and 
willing  to  do  their  duty,  and  evinced  courage  and 
ability.  Colonel  Gilbert  and  Major  Miller  both 
had  their  horses  shot  from  under  them  in  the 
l^'ly  part  of  the  fight  The  battery  used  nothing 
wt  shell,  and  apparently  had  very  little  effect 
Qpon  the  enemy.  I  should  judge  that  the  en- 
gagement commenced  about  ten  a.h.  and  closed 
At  half-past  two  p.m.  Information  which  was 
'^cetved  the  fifth,  of  the  force  that  had  been 
engaged  the  fourth,  tended  to  the  belief  that 
it  was  about  two  thousand  cavalry,  with  four 
pieces  of  artillery,  under  General  Forrest 

On  the  fiith,  two  negroes  who  claimed  to 
juive  deserted  from  Van  Dom*s  conunand,  came 
into  camp  as  we  were  starting  out,  and  stated 


that  there  was  a  force  at  Spring  Hill  of  at  least 
twenty  thousand.  I  know  of  no  other  informa- 
tion being  communicated  to  Colonel  Coburn  of 
the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifth.  Colonel  Cobum 
hesitated  about  starting,  and  appearing  to  be 
-awaiting  orders,  but  finally  said,  "Well,  Lieu- 
tenant, addressing  myself,  "  if  we  must  go  ahead, 
let  us  start,"  upon  which  I  directed  the  regiments 
to  move  out  I  did  not  see  any  reports  that  CoL 
Cobum  sent  to  General  Gilbert,  and  but  one 
from  General  Gilbert  to  Colonel  Cobum,  and 
that  was  in  reply  to  one  of  the  despatches  sent 
him  during  the  fourth,  in  which  he  remarked 
something  as  follows:  *^I  suppose  you  under- 
stand the  object  of  the  movement  If  the  foraee 
train  is  likely  to  embarrass  you,  send  it  back, 
and  go  ahead."  This  report  I  have  compiled 
from  Colonel  Cobum's  Adjutant^s  report,  as  I 
have  made  one  out  and  sent  on  to  Miyor-General 
Rosecrans ;  I,  however,  fully  indorse  this  repor^ 
and  know  it  is  correct 

Edwin  J.  Bachbcan, 

Second  Lleatcnant  Thirty-third  Regiment  Indiana  Volante«n, 
and  Acting-Quartermaster  First  Brigade. 

A   NATIONAL   ACGOCNT. 

The  following  letter  received  by  Governor  Mor- 
ton of  Indiana,  from  Colonel  John  McCrea,  of 
Bloomington,  gives  some  details  of  the  fight  made 
by  Colonel  Coburn. 

FbakkloIi  Tuv.,  March  16, 1868. 

Governor  Morton : 

I  think  it  but  justice  to  Colonel  Cobum 
and  the  brave  men  of  his  command  in  the 
late  unfortunate  affair  at  Thompson*s  Station, 
eight  miles  south  of  Franklin,  Tennessee,  to 
publish  the  following  statement  of  facts,  obtain- 
ed on  the  spot  Wednesday,  the  fourth  of  March, 
the  brigade  under  the  command  of  CoL  Cobum 
had  several  skirmishes  with  the  rebels  under  the 
command  of  Van  Dom.  Thursday  morning,  Col. 
Cobum  being  satisfied  that  the  enemy  had  been 
largely  reenforced  through  the  night,  sent  an 
orderly  to  General  Gilbert  asking  for  reenforce- 
ments.  To  this  request  General  Gilbert  said, 
*' Colonel  Cobum  must  be  scared,"  and  wrote 
the  following  order :  *^  Your  force  is  sufficient ; 
move  forward."  Colonel  Cobum,  rather  than 
disobey  the  order  of  his  superior  officer,  ad- 
vanced to  meet  an  enemy  said  to  be  ten  times 
greater  than  the  force  which  he  ^  had  under  his 
command,  which  consisted  of  the  Thirty-third 
an^  Eighty-fifth  Indiana,  Nineteenth  Michigan, 
and  Twenty-second  Wisconsin  infantry  regiments, 
and  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Ohio 
infantry  in  reserve.  Also  the  Eighteenth  Ohio 
battery.  Ninth  Pennsylvania,  Second  Michigan, 
and  a  part  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  cavalry  regi- 
ments. 

This  force  moved  up  the  Columbia  road.  The 
Eighty-fifth  and  Thirty-third,  with  one  section  of 
the  battery,  occupied  a  hill  on  the  right  of  the 
road,  near  Thompson's  Station,  on  the  Franklin 
Railroad,  while  the  Nineteenth  Michigan  and 
Twenty-second  Wisconsin,  with  the  other  section 
of  the  battery,  occupied  the  hill  on  the  left. 
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The  rebels  at  first  opened  a  brisk  fire  from  two 
batteries  in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  our 
troops.  After  an  hour's  cannonading,  Colonel 
Coburn  brought  up  the  Thirty-third  and  Eighty- 
fifth,  and  ordered  a  charge  upon  the  station, 
where  the  rebels  were  concealed,  in  and  around 
the  houses.  They  succeeded  in  driving  them 
fVoni  the  station.  He  then  ordered  them  to  take 
the  battery  in  front  The  men  moved  on  in  good 
order.  To  the  right  of  this  battery  was  a  stone 
wall  fence,  where  the  rebels  were  posted  in  large 
numbers ;  from  behind  this  fence,  they  poured 
in  a  galling  and  destructive  fire,  causing  our  men 
to  fkll  back,  but  they  re-formed  at  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  and  resisted  successfully  the  charge  of  two 
brigades.  Colonel  Coburn  then  brought  over  the 
Nineteenth  Michigan,  and  twice  again  did  these 
three  regiments  drive  back  the  enemy  in  greatly 
superior  force.  Another  force  of  the  enemy  now 
came  around  the  left  flank,  and  drove  the  Twenty- 
second  Wisconsin  fi-om  the  hill;  the  battery 
having  been  withdrawn  for  want  of  ammunition. 
Colonel  Coburn  then  attempted  to  withdraw  his 
fbrces,  but  the  enemy  closing  in  upon  the  right, 
as  well  as  left,  and  ammunition  having  given  out 
with  his  infantry,  he  was  forced  to  surrender. 

The  artillery  without  any  loss,  Lieut. -Colonel 
Bioodgood  and  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  the 
entire  cavalry  force,  and  some  stragglers,  all  made 
good  their  escape.  The  Surgeon  of  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Dr.  Hobbs  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Indiana, 
succeeded  through  much  danger  in  getting  off 
sixty  of  the  wounded. 

On  the  sixth  a  corps  of  surgeons,  escort,  and 
flag  of  truce  were  sent  out  to  look  after  the  dead 
and  wounded.  The  flag  was  received  at  the  out- 
post at  noon,  kept  waiting  until  dark,  and  then 
ordered  by  Van  Dom  to  retire,  with  the  informa- 
tion that  the  dead  were  buried,  the  wounded 
cared  for,  and  they  needed  no  medical  aid. 

Colonel  Coburn  and  the  other  field-officers  are 
unhurt,  and  but  few  of  the  line-officers  were 
wounded. 

Our  loss  was  one  hundred  killed,  three  hun- 
dred wounded,  and  about  one  thousand  two  hun- 
dred prisoners. 

The  rebels  admit  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and 
fifty  killed  and  four  hundred  and  fifty  wounded. 

The  rebels  acknowledge  their  force  to  have 
been  thirty  thousand,  comprising  sixteen  bri- 
gades. From  this  we  may  infer  that  our  men 
fought  gallantly. 

Yours,  etc,  John  McCbea. 

LIEUTENAIlT-CCLONBIi  BLOODGOOD'B  LETTER. 
GAvr  AT  FBAninr,  Tnv.,  Marob  & 
Mt  dear  Brother  :  Long  before  you  receive 
this,  you  will  probably  hfear  of  our  disastrous  hhU 
tie.  So  far  as  learned  this  evening,  the  Major 
and  myself^  of  this  regiment,  are  the  only  field- 
officers  escaped  fi'om  the  field  of  battle,  neither 
of  us  receiving  even  a  scratch.  We  left  the  day 
before  yesterday  on  a  reconnoissance.  There 
were  five  regiments  of  in&ntry,  six  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  a  regiment  of  cavalry.  After  proceed- 
ing but  a  few  milea  the  first  day,  we  met  a  small 


body  of  the  rebels  and  drove  them.  They  Yak 
but  one  piece  of  artillery.  During  the  day  we 
gained  information  that  there  were  larger  forces 
back  to  support  them.  Colonel  Coburn,  command- 
ing the  brigade,  notified  General  GilbOTt  of  the  fact, 
he  having  command  of  the  forces  at  Fnniklia 
The  answer  in  reply  was  to  move  on.  It  seems 
that  General  Rosecrans  was  to  send  a  force 
from  Murfreesboro,  to  meet  us  at  a  certain  point 
some  twelve  miles  from  Franklin.  We  bad  not 
gone  further  than  about  four  miles  from  thii 
place,  when  we  first  met  the  enemy,  making  our 
camp  a  little  beyond  where  we  had  the  skirmish. 

During  several  conversations  with  our  offlcen 
that  evening,  and  also  with  Colonel  Coburn  the 
day  before,  I  remarked  that  it  looked  as  if  the 
rebels  were  leading  us  on  into  a  trap,  for  small 
bodies  would  stop  and  give  us  a  little  skirmii^h, 
and  then  retreat  This  morning  we  struck  tents 
early,  and  moved  on  to  the  front,  the  enemy 
gradually  retreating.  Our  cavalry  were  deploy^ 
to  the  right  and  left  as  skirmishers,  dismounted ; 
their  horses  were  led  in  the  rear;  an  advance- 
guard  of  cavalry  on  the  pike,  with  two  pieceii  of 
artillery;  then  our  regiment ;  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery in  the  rear  of  us ;  and  then  followed  the 
rest  of  the  infantry.  About  noon  I  was  riding 
some  distance  in  advance  of  our  regiment,  ja»i 
in  the  rear  of  the  cavalry,  when  a  shot  from  the 
enemy's  battery  struck  in  the  pike,  among  the 
cavalry,  causing  quite  a  scattering,  but  I  beliere 
doing  no  damage.  I  immediately  returned  to  my 
regiment  Three  pieces  of  artillery  were  imme- 
diately planted  upon  a  hill  to  the  left  of  the  pike, 
and  opened  upon  the  enemy.  Our  regiment  and 
the  Nineteenth  Michigan  moved  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle on  the  slope  to  support  them.  Two  pieces 
were  placed  upon  the  right,  the  Eighty-first  and 
Thirty-third  Indiana  to  support  them. 

Our  batteries  then  opened  upon  the  enemy 
We  were  answered  by  treble  our  number;  the 
hills  on  three  sides  of  us  seemed  to  be  alive  with 
them.  We  were  protected  in  front  finom  their 
batteries,  but  they  had  good  range  on  us  from 
the  flank.  The  shell  and  round  shot  came  thick 
around  us ;  our  two  regiments  had  to  keep  mov- 
ing to  get  out  of  range,  and  how  we  escaped  being 
cut  to  pieces  at  that  time  is  wonderful  Scveru 
balls  passed  just  over  my  head,  and  others  struck 
the  ground  only  a  short  distance  fh>m  me.  Not 
expecting  to  meet  so  lai^  a  force  of  the  eiemr, 
our  battery  had  not  sufficient  ammunition,  and 
soon  gave  out,  as  the  day  before  we  had  used 
six  hundred  rounds  to  a  cannon.  Then  the  ene- 
my advanced  upon  us,  hemming  us  in  a  ha^ 
circle.  They  had  ^ye  regiments  to  our  one.  0# 
men  fought  well;  no  men  could  fight  better. 
Our  whole  brigade  was  driven  down  in  a  hoUow, 
the  enemy  closmg  in  around  us.  It  is  most  won- 
derful that  I  escaped  so,  for  the  balls  pdted 
about  me  like  hail  My  horse  plunged  and 
reared,  and  fairly  groaned  with  fear.  In  the 
confusion  we  could  get  no  orders ;  each  regiment 
had  to  look  out  for  themselves.  I  was  at  the  right 
of  our  regiment ;  the  Colonel  was  in  the  centrei 
I  was  notified  by  several  mounted  officers  that  a 
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larj^  body  of  the  enemy  was  moving  around  the 
hill  to  cut  09  off  completely.  I  sent  word  down 
the  line  to  the  Colonel  to  move  the  regiment  in 
that  direction  by  the  flank,  and  as  he  left  me 
nith  the  management  of  the  right  of  the  regi- 
ment^ I  gave  the  order,  as  there  was  no  time  to 
hesitate.  About  one  hundred  and  fifty  on  the 
right  moved  according  to  my  direction.  I  sup- 
pffiied  the  whole  regiment  was  moving,  but  when 
I  crossed  the  pike,  I  found  they  had  not  done  so. 
The  neit  moment  the  rebels  came  over  the  hill 
by  thousands  and  drove  them  back,  completely 
surrounding  them.  Our  cavalry  and  artillery 
were  just  i^ead  of  meu  The  enemy  followed  us 
six  mUcSf  trying  to  cut  us  off. 

Out  of  tba  whole  brigade,  we  saved  but  one 
hundred  and  seventy-five  men.  The  artillery 
and  carahy  came  in,  but  they  did  not  belong  to 
oar  brigada  I  brought  in  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  tiie  other  twenty-five  men 
were  all  that  were  saved  out  of  three  regiments ; 
only' nine  officers  returned.  Colonel  Cobum, 
commanding  the  brigade,  is  reported  killed ;  also, 
Colonel  Gilbert,  of  the  Nineteenth  Michigan; 
Oolond  Baird,  of  the  £ighty-fifth  Indiana ;  and 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Crain.  Conflicting  reports 
thoat  Colonel  Utley;  some  say  he  was  killed, 
and  others  say  they  saw  him  taken  prisoner. 
The  last  account  I  had  of  the  Adjutant  of  our 
n^ment  was,  that  he  had  his  little  finger  shot 
off,  and  a  rifle-ball  lodged  in  a  package  of  letters 
just  over  his  heart  It  knocked  him  off  of  his 
horse,  but  he  soon  recovered  from  the  shock. 
Yours,  in  haste,  E.  Bloodgood, 

Liaiteiiantr43olonel  Tweoty-aecond  Wlacoaiin  B^t. 


Doc.  181. 

RAID  ON  FAIRFAX   COURT-HOUSE,  VA. 

Tn  following  is  the  official  report  of  Lieutenant 
OTonnor  concerning  the  raid  at  Fairfax  Court- 
House,  and  the  capture  of  Colonel  Stoughton. 

Pll0T0eT-MAK8HAL*8  OffTICV,  ) 

VAOrAX  COVBT-HOOBK,  VA.,  MftTCh  18.  } 

C^loml  Wyndham,  Commanding  Cavalry  Bri- 

gnde  and  Post: 

SiK :  On  the  night  of  the  eighth  instant,  say 
ahout  two  or  half-past  two  a.h.,  Captain  Mosely 
with  his  command  entered  this  village  by  an  east- 
erly direction,  then  advanced  upon  my  outer  vi- 
^ette,  when  he  challenged,  (no  countersign  out.) 
The  rebel  picket  or  scout  advanced,  presenting 
at  the  same  time  two  revolvers  to  his  head,  and 
threatening  to  blow  his  brains  out  if  he  said  a 
word,  demanding  his  arms,  etc.,  when  the  force 
came  up  and  captured  every  man  on  patrol,  with 
honscs,  eouipments,  etc.,  until  reaching  the  pro- 
vo^t-mar^ial^s  stables,  when  they  halt^  and  en- 
tered the  stables,  taking  every  horse  available 
with  them. 

They  then  proceeded  to  Colonel  Stoughton's 
stables,  captured  his  guard,  took  his  horses,  and 
thoiie  of  his  uds.  They  then  proceeded  to  Col. 
^'yndham^s  headquarters^  and  took  all  the  horses 


and  movable  property  with  them.  In  the  mean 
time  others  (of  Capt  Mosely^s  command)  were  des- 
patched  to  aJl  quarters  where  officers  were  lodged, 
taking  them  out  of  their  beds,  together  with  the 
telegraph  operator,  assistant,  etc  They  searched 
the  provost-marshars  office,  and  finding  him  ab- 
sent, went  to  the  post  hospital,  and  there  made 
diligent  search  for  him,  offering  a  reward  for  him. 
The  provost-marshal  had  just  left  the  street,  say 
ten  minutes  before  they  entered,  and  went  across 
some  vacant  lots  to  ascertain  from  one  of  his 
videttes  if  he  had  caught  any  horses,  or  horse- 
thieves.  Another  party,  ten  in  number,  proceed* 
ed  to  Colonel  Stoughton*s  headquarters,  taking 
him,  and  one  of  his  aids,  named  Prentiss,  (who 
afterward  made  his  escape,)  prisoners. 

They  then  proceeded  to  Colonel  Wyndham's 
headquarters,  and  took  Captain  Barker,  of  tho 
Fifth  New-York  cavalry,  and  also  Baron  Vardner, 
who  was  stopping  at  the  ColoneFs.  In  the  mean 
time,  another  party  of  them  entered  the  residence 
of  Colonel  Johnson,  and  searched  tlie  house  for 
him.  He  had,  previous  to  their  entering  the  town, 
heard  of  their  movements,  and  believing  them  to 
be  the  patrol,  went  out  to  halt  them,  but  soon 
found  out  his  mistake.  He  then  entered  the  house 
again  (he  being  in  a  nude  state)  and  got  out  back- 
ward, they  in  hot  pursuit  of  him.  He,  however, 
evaded  them  by  getting  under  a.  bam,  and  had 
scarcely  concealed  himself  when  a  guard  of  three 
men  was  placed  upon  it 

It  is  supposed  that  they  entered  our  lines  be- 
tween Frying-Pan  and  Henderson^s  stations,  tak- 
ing a  diagonal  course  to  come  in  at  the  lower  end 
of  the  village.  On  leaving,  they  went  out  by  way 
of  Colonel  Wyndham*s  stables  (south-west)  and 
proceeded  toward  Centreville,  cutting  telegraph 
wires  as  they  went  along.  I  am  told  by  parties 
who  had  seen  them  that  they  were  some  three 
hundred  strong. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

Lieutenant  D.  L.  O'Connor, 

Prorost-MarshaL 

RICHMOND  "ENQUIRER"  ACCOUNT. 

RiCRMoms  March  13. 

A  gentleman  in  Richmond  received  lately  the 
subjoined  letter  from  Capt  John  S.  Mosby,  and 
having  shown  it  to  us,  we  take  the  liberty  of 
making  the  gallant  Captain  tell  the  story  of  his 
brilliant  act  The  letter  was  entirely  private,  and 
is  published  by  us  without  the  knowledge  or  con- 
sent of  either  party : 

Mr  Dbar  Sir  :  .  .  .  .  You  have  already  seen 
something  in  the  newspapers  of  my  recent  raid 
on  the  Yankees,  though  I  see  they  all  call  me 
Mosley  instead  of  Mosby.  I  had  only  twenty- 
nine  men  under  my  command.  I  penetrated 
about  ten  miles  in  their  lines,  rode  right  up  to 
the  0eneral*8  headquarters,  surrounded  by  infan- 
try, artillery,  and  cavalry,  took  him  out  of  bed, 
and  brought  him  off.  I  walked  into  his  room 
with  two  of  my  men,  and  shaking  him  in  bed, 
said:  *' General,  get  up.^*    He  rose  up,  rubbing 
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his  eyes,  and  asked  what  was  the  meaning  of  all 
this.  I  replied:  ^*It  means,  sir,  that  Stuart^s 
cavalry  are  in  possession  of  this  place,  and  you 
are  a  prisoner."  We  also  surrounded  the  head- 
quarters of  Colonel  Wyndham,  (Acting  Brigadier 
of  cavalry,)  hut  unfortunately  he  had  gone  down 
to  Washmgton.  We  got  his  Assistant  Adjutant- 
General,  and  also  his  Aid,  an  Austrian,  Baron 
Wordener.  There  was  an  immense  amount  of 
all  kinds  of  stores  collected  there ;  but  I  was  un- 
able to  destroy  them,  as  they  were  in  houses, 
without  destroying  the  town.  The  horses  we 
brought  off  were  mostly  very  fine,  belonging  to 
ofiScers.  If  I  had  had  enough  men,  I  could  have 
brought  off  hundreds.  It  was  my  purpose  to 
have  reached  the  Court-House  by  twelve  o*  clock 
at  night ;  but  it  being  very  dark  and  raining,  we 
got  lost,  and  were  delayed  two  hours,  so  that  we 
did  not  have  over  an  hour  to  stay  in  town,  it  being 
necessary  for  us  to  pass  out  of  their  lines  before 
daylight  In  coming  out  we  passed  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  fortifications  at  Centreville,  and 
were  hailed  by  a  sentinel  from  one  of  the  redoubts. 
A  Captain  Barker,  from  New-York,  here  made  a 
desperate  attempt  to  get  away.  He  dashed  out 
of  tiie  ranks  and  tried  hard  to  reach  the  fort,  but 
a  shot  from  one  of  my  men  convinced  him  that  it 
was  a  dangerous  undertaking,  and  he  came  back. 
At  Centreville  there  was  a  force  of  about  two 
thousand,  consisting  of  infantry,  artillery,  and 
cavalry.  In  the  vicinity  of  the  Court-House  one 
cavaliT^  and  one  infantry  brigade  were  camped. 
There  were  about  two  hundred  just  in  the  town. 
We  easily  captured  the  few  guards  around  the 
town,  as  they  never  dreamed  we  were  any  body 
else  but  Yankees,  until  they  saw  a  pistol  pointed 
at  their  heads,  with  a  demand  for  a  surrender.  .  . 
Yours,  truly,        John  S.  Mosbt. 

The  following  is  General  Stuart^s  order: 

GENERAL  ORDES& 

HBADQtTAltmS,  GATALBT  DtTBIOV,  ) 

Aucr  or  Northuui  Viboixia,  March  1^  1868.  f 

Captain  John  S.  Mosby  has  for  a  long  time  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  his  generals  by  his  bold- 
ness, skill, 'and  success,  so  signally  displayed  in 
his  numerous  forays  upon  the  invaders  of  his 
native  State. 

None  know  his  daring  enterprise  and  dashing 
heroism  better  than  those  foul  invaders,  though 
strangers  themselves  to  such  noble  traits. 

His  late  brilliant  exploit,  the  capture  of  Briga- 
dier-General Stoughton,  United  States  army,  two 
captains,  thirty  other  prisoners,  together  with 
their  arms,  equipments,  and  fifty-eight  horses, 
justifies  this  recognition  in  regular  orders. 

This  feat,  unparalleled  in  the  war,  was  per- 
formed in  the  midst  of  the  enemy's  troops,  at 
Fairfax  Court-House,  without  loss  or  injury. 

The  gallant  band  of  Captain  Mosby  share  the 
glory,  as  they  did  the  danger,  of  this  enterprise, 
and  are  worthy  of  such  a  leader. 

J.  S.  B.  Stuart, 

If^or-GkDeral  Commanding. 


Doc.  132. 

RECAPTURE  OP  JACKSONVILLE,  FLA. 

REPORT   OF   GENERAL   8AXT0N. 

Hon,  Edwin  M.  Stanton^  Seereiary  of  War: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  the  expe- 
dition which  I  sent  up  the  St  John's  River,  Fk, 
consisting  of  the  First  regiment  of  South-^tfoliitt 
volunteers.  Colonel  T.  W.  HigginaoQ  commanding:, 
and  a  portion  of  the  Second  South-Carolina  volun- 
teers, under  CoL  Montgomery,  captured  and  took 
possession  of  Jacksoni^le,  on  Tuesday,  the  tenth 
instant  As  I  stated  in  my  last  report  to  joo, 
the  object  of  this  expedition  was  to  occupy  Jack- 
sonville, and  make  it  the  base  of  operatioiu  for 
arming  the  negroes,  and  securing,  in  this  mj, 
possession  of  the  entire  State  of  Florida. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report,  that  so  &r  the 
objects  of  the  expedition  have  been  fully  accom- 
plished. The  town  is  completely  in  our  posses- 
sion, and  many  prisoners. 

There  has  been  constant  skinnishing  gotog  oo 
for  several  days,  and  in  every  action  the  Mgro 
troops  have  behaved  with  the  utmost  bnfcfy. 
Never  in  a  single  instance  can  I  learn  that  they 
have  flinched.  It  is  my  belief  that  sGuoelj  sn 
incident  in  this  war,  has  caused  a  greater  panie 
throughout  the  whole  Southern  coast,  than  this 
raid  of  the  colored  troops  in  Florida.  Hie  ne- 
groes are  collecting  at  Jacksonville  from  all  quar- 
ters. I  am,  sir,  with  groat  respect, 

R.  Saztox, 

Biig»dler-Oeneral  of  Tolmtcen. 

NEW-TORK    "TIMES"    ACCOUNT. 

Poa|  RoTAL,  Wednndmy,  Msrdi  IS,  ISA 

In  a  late  letter,  I  furnished  a  meagre  account 
of  an  expedition  of  colored  troops  to  Florida.  A 
recent  arrival  from  the  scene  of  operations  puts 
me  in  possession  of  details  which  are  interesting, 
and  promise  important  results. 

The  troops  left  Beaufort  on  the  sixth  instant, 
in  the  United  States  transports  Bumside,  Boston, 
and  John  Adams,  and  consisted  of  the  First  regi- 
ment South-Carolina  volunteers,  CoL  T.  W.  flig- 
ginson,  and  the  Second  regiment  South-Carolina 
volunteers,  CoL  James  Montgomery.  The  desti- 
nation of  the  expedition  was  known  to  few  oo 
board,  but  it  was  generally  understood  that  a 
base  of  operations  was  to  be  established,  and 
measures  adopted  with  a  view  of  encouraging  the 
negroes  to  flee  from  their  masters,  and  accept  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  and  this  was  saf- 
ficient  to  fill  the  colored  soldiers  with  earnestness 
and  enthusiasm. 

On  the  seventh,  the  vessels  reached  Feman- 
dina,  where  they  were  delayed  for  a  day,  unt3 
the  plans  of  the  commanders  could  be  properly 
arranged,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  nintK  they 
dropped  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  the  St  John's 
River,  under  the  guns  of  the  naval  steamers  Un- 
cas,  Capt  "Watson,  aod  Norwich,  Capt  Puncan. 
The  sons  of  Mars  and  Neptune  then  consulted, 
and  were  not  long  in  deciding  to  capture  the 
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town  of  JacksonyiUe,  distant  twenty  miles  up  the 
riyer,  which  the  fortunes  of  the  war  had  twice 
before  thrown  into  our  hands,  and  which  we  had 
twice  abandoned  to  the  enemy,  as  it  was  not 
worth  the  holding. 

A  necessary  delay,  before  attempting  the  ob- 
ject they  had  in  view,  afforded  an  opportunity  for 
adeUchment  of  a  dozen  of  Colonel  Montgomery's 
men  to  go  ashore  on  a  foraging  excursion.  They 
proTed  tbemselyes  experts  in  that  line  of  busi- 
ness^ returning  in  an  hour  with  a  fiit  bee(  slung 
on  ft  pole,  that  had  &llen  a  victim  to  good  marks- 
manuiip.  This  prize,  with  a  quantity  of  poultry 
and  Tegetables  that  came  with  it,  and  a  super- 
abundance of  excellent  fish,  which  those  on  board 
the  vessels  took  while  their  comrades  were  on 
shore,  aided  the  commissary's  department,  and 
added  visibly  to  the  hilarious  good  humor. 

On  the  tenth,  the  expedition  steamed  up  the 
rirer.  A  few  miles  from  the  mouth,  on  the  left 
bank,  is  the  first  highland,  called  St  John's  Bluff. 
At  this  point,  a  former  expedition  was  stopped, 
last  summer,  by  a  formidable  rebel  battery  com- 
manding the  channeL  The  fortification  was  sub- 
sequently taken  by  a  combined  naval  and  land 
fivce,  that  destroyed  the  works,  and  brought  away 
the  guns.  It  Was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  an 
obs^le  to  the  passage  of  the  fleet  would  be  again 
found  here,  and  preparations  were  made  for  a  fight, 
bat  no  enemy  appeared,  and  not  a  sign  of  resist- 
ance showed  itself  during  the  further  progress  of 
the  vessels  toward  the  town.  At  eight  o'clock, 
the  steamer  John  Adams,  under  cover  of  the  gun- 
boat Uncas,  ranged  alongside  the  wharf,  at  Jack- 
BonviUe,  and  Colonel  Higginson  jumped  ashore, 
followed  by  Captain  Dolly's  company  —  the  men 
scrambling  off  as  best  they  could,  neglecting,  in 
their  eagerness,  to  avail  tiiemselves  of  a  gang- 
plank. They  immediately  formed  in  marching 
order,  and  started  on  the  double-quick  for  the 
i»ilr(ttd  depot  The  remainder  of  the  force  soon 
followed,  and  part  of  it  advanced  to  the  outskirts 
of  the  town,  and  holding  the  approaches.  This 
movement  was  executed  with  such  promptness, 
that  the  first  knowledge  of  the  invasion  only  came 
to  the  townspeople  when  they  saw  the  black  sol- 
fe  marching  past  their  dwellings. 

As  soon  as  the  Bumside  was  fastened  to  the 
whar^  CoL  Montgomery,  at  the  head  of  two  com- 
panies, pushed  out  into  the  woods,  to  find  the 
i^bd  pidcets.  He  was  not  long  before  coming  up 
^th  a  cavalry  company,  and  a  brisk  skirmish  en- 
sued. His  men  behaved  admirably,  and  routed 
the  enemy,  after  killing  and  wounding  a  dozen  or 
ttiore,  one  of  whom  was  the  captain,  who  was  shot 
through  the  head.  His  own  loss  was  one  killed 
*nd  two  wounded. 

It  was  afterward  ascertained,  that  the  town  has 
not  recently  been  occupied  by  the  rebels  in  force, 
»  Picket  simply  being  established  there.  Three 
nules  from  the  town,  there  is  another  and  much 
finger  picket-station,  while  the  main  body  of 
^ps  is  encamped  eight  miles  further  out  Col- 
onel Higginson  inunediately  stationed  pickets,  and 
wopted  precautions  against  surprise,  and  so  tiie 
to»e  passed  unta  the  next  morning,  without  any 


alarm  having  been  given.  A  dash  was  at  last 
made  by  about  two  hundred  of  the  rebel  cavalry, 
but  this  force  was  repulsed,  and  not  a  man  on  our 
side  was  injured.  In  the  afternoon,  a  scouting 
squad  of  the  Carolinians,  crossed  the  river,  and 
brought  back  one  prisoner,  a  rebel  flag,  four  rifles, 
a  horse  and  a  fat  ox,  finding  a  large  force  of  the 
enemy  in  the  woods,  about  two  miles  from  the 
town. 

Col.  Higginson's  headquarters  are  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  rebel  Col.  Sanderson,  a  very  elegant 
and  commodious  building.  He  was  at  first  con- 
stantly pestered  with  applications,  on  the  part 
of  the  inhabitants,  for  permission  to  pass  beyond 
our  lines,  and  in  every  instance,  he  informed  the 
applicants  that  if  their  choice  led  them  to  go 
among  the  rebels,  in  preference  to  accepting  the 
protection  of  the  United  States,  they  were  privi- 
leged to  leave.  He  wished  to  have  his  enemies 
in  firont,  where  he  could  fight  them.  Those  who 
decided  upon  remaining,  must  simply  take  the 
oath  of  alliance,  and  be  faithful  to  then*  obliga- 
tions, and  their  safety  would  be  guaranteed.  Ho 
had  not  come  to  injure,  but  to  protect  loyal  men 
—  the  rebellious  alone  were  to  be  driven  out 
After  an  explanation  of  this  sort,  many  withdrew 
their  applications. 

The  Sixth  Connecticut  regiment,  and  Eighth 
Maine,  to-day  left  Beaufort,  to  relieve  the  n^ro 
regiments  at  Jacksonville,  and  will  hold  that 
place  while  Colonel  Higginson  presses  on  further 
into  the  heart  of  the  State. 

You  have  already  been  informed  of  the  capture 
of  a  rebel  naval  officer  named  Beville,  by  his  own 
men,  who  deserted  while  on  picket-duty,  and 
brought  him  off  with  them.  Yesterday,  a  flag  of 
truce  was  sent  down  from  Savannah,  with  a  pack- 
age of  clothing  and  one  hundred  dollars  in  gold, 
to  meet  Beville's  necessities,  and  a  draft  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  more,  upon  Mr.  Wash- 
ington Durbrow,  of.  Hanover  street,  New-York, 
made  payable  to  him  in  Liverpool,  was  also  for- 
warded for  the  same  purpose.  I  understand  that 
an  effort  will  be  made  to  exchange  Beville  for 
Lieut  Rush,  the  signal-officer  who  was  captured 
by  the  rebels  last  week,  from  Spanish  Wells  Sta- 
tion. J.  H.  W. 


Doc.  183. 
PRESIDENT  LINCOLN'S  PROCLAMATION. 

BT   THE  PRESIDENT  OF  TBE  UNITED   STATES. 

A  PROCLAMATION 

RESPECTINQ  SOLDIERS   ABSENT  WITHOUT  LEAVE. 

ExicuTiTi  Mavsiox,  March  10, 1868. 

In  pursuance  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  of  the 
act  of  Congress,  entitled  an  act  for  enrolling  and 
calling  out  the  National  forces,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, approved  on  the  third  of  March  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President  and  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United 
States,  do  hereby  order  and  conuuand  that  all 
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soldiers  enlisted  or  drafted  into  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  now  absent  firom  their  regiments 
withotit  leave  shall  forthwith  return  to  their  re- 
spective regiments,  and  I  do  hereby  declare  and 
proclaim  that  all  soldiers  now  absent  from  their 
respective  •^^giment8  without  leave,  who  shall  on 
or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  1863,  report 
themselves  at  any  rendezvous  designated  by  the 
general  orders  of  the  War  Department,  No.  68, 
hereto  annexed,  may  be  restored  to  their  respectr 
ive  regiments  without  punishment,  except  the 
forfeiture  of  pay  and  allowances  during  their 
absence,  and  all  who  do  not  return  within  the 
time  above  specified,  shall  be  arrested  as  desert^ 
ers,  and  punished  as  the  law  provides ; 

And  whereas,  evil-disposed  and  disloyal  per- 
sons, at  sundry  places,  have  enticed  and  procured 
soldiers  to  desert  and  absent  themselves  from 
their  regiments,  thereby  weakening  the  strength 
of  the  armies  and  prolonging  the  war,  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  enemy,  and  cruelly  exposing 
the  gallant  and  faithful  soldiers  remaining  in  the 
ranks  to  increased  hardships  and  dangers ; 

I  do,  therefore,  call  upon  all  patriotic  and  faith- 
fill  citizens  to  oppose  and  resist  the  aforemen- 
tioned dangerous  and  treasonable  crimes,  and  aid 
in  restoring  to  their  regiments  all  soldiers  absent 
without  leave,  and  assist  in  the  execution  of  the 
act  of  Congress  for  "  enrolling  and  calling  out  the 
National  forces  and  for  other  purposes,"  and  to 
support  the  proper  authorities  in  the  prosecution 
and  punishment  of  offenders  against  said  act,  and 
aid  in  suppressing  the  insurrection  and  the  re- 
bellioti. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  tenth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and  of  the  Inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States  the  eighty-seventh. 

By  tlie  President,  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Edwin  M.  Stanton, 

-Secretaiy  of  War. 


Doc.  134. 

GOVERNOR  CANNON'S    PROCLAMATION. 

To  the  People  of  the  State  of  Delaware : 

In  a  special  message,  communicated  to  the 
General  Assembly  on  the  third  day  of  March  in- 
stant, I  informed  that  body  of  my  purpose  to 
issue  my  Proclamation  in  relation  to  the  act  en- 
titled, **  An  act  to  prevent  illegal  arrests  m  this 
State,"  and  therein  briefly  set  forth  the  reasons 
which  impelled  me  to  this  conclusion. 

Its  provisions  are  at  variance  with  the  interest 
of  the  State — calculated  to  lessen  the  estimation 
in  which  her  people  are  held,  as  faithful  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States — ^to  eml>olden 
those  who  sympathisse  with  the  rebellion,  and  to 
discourage  loyal  men  from  the  performance  of 
their  duty,  in  discovering  and  thwarting  the  de- 
signs of  the  emissaries  of  treason. 

To  the  end,  therefore,  that  the  evil  operation 
of  the  enactment  may  be  averted,  and  loyal  citi- 


zens may  feel  secure  in  their  efforts  against  for- 
eign traitors  and  domestic  eonspiraUnti,  I,  Wil- 
liam Cannon,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Delawair, 
do,  by  this  my  Proclamation,  enjoin  upon  the 
good  people  of  this  State  that  they  hold  true  alle- 
giance to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
as  paramount  to  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  that 
they  obey  the  constituted  authorities  thereof  be- 
fore the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Delaware,  or 
any  other  human  authority  whatsoever. 

1  further  enioin  that  they  be  vigilsot  in  detatt- 
ing  any  conspvacy  against  the  National  Govern- 
ment, and  diligent  in  preventing  aid  and  comfort 
to  the  public  enemy--that  they  promptly  aasi>t 
the  National  Magistracy  wheneyer  in^ed,  sni 
that  they  freely  communicate  any  informatinn 
which  may  the  better  enable  it  to  suppress  in- 
surrection or  to  intercept  supplies  des^;ned  for 
those  in  arms  against  its  authority ;  and  any  ont- 
so  acting,  I  will  sare  harmless  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  statute  aforesaid,  or  of  any  otber 
statute  of  like  nature  that  may  be  enaded.  ^.) 
far  as  it  shall  be  attempted  to  be  enforced  against 
him  for  futhfiilly  discharging  his  dnty  to  hii 
country. 

In  testimony  whereof^  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  great  seal  of  &e  said  Statff 
to  be  affixed,  at  Dover,  this  eleventh  day  of  March. 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  and  of  the  said 
State  the  eighty-seventh. 

By  the  Governor,  William  Caioiov. 

N.  B.  Shitrers, 

fl«cretai7  of  States. 

The  special  message  to  which  the  above  pr«v- 

damation  refers,  is  as  follows : 

Stat*  or  Xhaiviw.    \ 
KxBCirrfTB  Dbpaktiikxt,  March  t^  ISO.  ( 

To  the  Senate  and  Houae  of  JUpretentaUtet  *>/ 

the  State  of  DelatMtre^  in  General  Auewhiy 

met: 

The  passage  by  the  General  Assembly  ef  the 
act  entitled,  **An  Act  to  prevent  illegal  arrets 
in  this  State,'*  renders  it  proper  that  I  aboulu 
briefly  communicate  my  views  and  puipose  in 
relation  to  it 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  differ  with  the  Gencnl 
Assembly  in  reference  to  the  policy  of  the  State 
upon  any  subject^  or  that  I  should  feel  compelled 
to  decline  codperation  with  a  coordinate  hranch 
of  the  government  in  carrying  out  any  measure 
which,  in  its  judgment,  is  promotive  of  the  pub- 
lic welfare. 

My  duty,  however,  is  too  plainly  laid  down  t> 
be  mistaken,  and  the  obligations  I  have  assmu^^ 
too  solemn  to  be  disr^arded  and  too  imperative 
to  admit  of  hesitation.  Had  I  any  desire  to  shnn^ 
from  its  fulfilment,  the  views  which  I  had  the 
honor  to  submit  to  you  in  my  Inangural  Addre^^ 
are  too  recent  to  have  escaped  my  rememhnQi^'; 

The  preamble  of  the  Act  refers  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  as  providing  that  d'^ 
person  shall  '*be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  pr^ 
perty,  without  due  process  of  law,"  bat  it  oo?i  t 
also  to  haye  been  recollected  &at  the  same  Con- 
stitution provides  that  in  case  of  rabeOioii  or  in- 
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Tision,  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  earptu 
may  be  suspended  when  the  public  safety  re> 
quires  it,  and  the  dangerous  person  may  be  ar- 
rested and  held  without  bail  or  mainprise.  This 
provision  overrides  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  Delaware,  or  any  statute  that  may  be  enacted 
by  her  L^slature. 

To  whom  the  right  to  decide  when  the  exigency 
has  happened  requiring  the  exercise  of  the  power 
of  suspension,  is  a  question  of  constitutional  con- 
struction  upon  which  jurists  differ.  That  it  is  a 
necessary  power  is  admitted.  That  it  exists,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  Whoever  is  invested  with  the 
power  to  suspend  is  the  sole  judge  of  the  occasion 
of  its  exercise.  Being  incidental  to  the  general 
duty  of  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  now 
called  into  exercise  for  the  suppression  of  armed 
insurrection,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  properly  be- 1 
longs  to  the  National  Executive,  and  in  my  official 
acts  I  shall  regard  it  as  vested  in  the  President 
of  the  United  States. 

The  preservation  of  the  Government  is  the 
highest  duty  of  those  charged  with  its  adminis- 
tration, and  the  personal  liberty  of  the  individual 
is  only  to  be  regard($d  when  compatible  with  its 
safety.    That  the  citizens  should  have  the  right 
&irly  to  discuss  public  measures  is  true.     That 
the  people  should  be  permitted  peaceably  to  as- 
semble, and  petition  for  a  redress  of  grievances 
is  undeniable.     But  there  is  a  wide  difference  be- 
tween the  exercise  of  this  right  and  the  disloyal 
opposition  which  proceeds  from  sympathy  with 
a  public  enemy.     The  former  supposes  that  all 
parties  are  well  affected  toward  the  common  Gov- 
ernment, and  differ  only  as  to  the  mode  of  its  ad- 
ministration.    The  latter  is  based  upon  hostility 
to  existing  institutions  and  aims  at  their  forcible 
subxersion.     The  idea  that  the  Government  is 
bound  to  await  the  development  of  a  conspiracy 
until  the  actors  shall  have  perfected  their  plans 
and  committed  some  overt  act  necessary  to  bring 
them  within  the  technical  definition  of  treason,  is, 
to  my  mind,  absurd.     The  obicct  is  not  punish- 
ment, but  prevention.     That  the  power  is  liable  to 
abuse  is  true ;  all  discretionary  powers  necessarily 
ve  so.    To  decide  against  its  existence  because 
it  Ls  capable  of  excess  would  destroy  all  human 
goTenunent     The  best  mode  to  avoid  liability  to 
arrest  is  to  be  fidthful.     No  man  who  is  truly 
and  unequivocally  loyal  has  ever  been  in  danger 
of  being  molested  by  the  National  Cbvemment 

Still,  it  is  possible  that  arrests  may  be  impro- 
perly and  unadvisedly  made,  and  while  it  is  my 
duty  to  co5perate  with  the  General  Government 
in  the  maintenance  of  its  authority,  I  will,  at  the 
same  time,  to  the  extent  of  my  power,  protect 
peaceful  and  loyal  citizens,  whatever  may  be  their 
political  sentiments.  While,  however,  such  is  my 
purpose  in  relation  to  them,  it  is  also  my  duty  to 
take  care  that  the  State  of  Delaware  shall  not  be 
made  the  refuge  of  foreign  traitors  or  domestic 
conspirators. 

That  there  has  been  from  the  beginning  of  the 
rebellion,  a  considerable  number  of  our  people 
ready  to  participate  in  armed  resistance  to  the 
lawful  aathorities,  whenever  a  fair  opportunity 


should  occur,  I  have  np  doubt  Sympathy  with 
the  Southern  States  in  insurrection  is  sympathy 
with  the  overthrow  of  the  National  Government 
No  man  can  hear  with  gratification  a  reverse  to 
our  arms,  who  is  not  at  heart  a  traitor. 

My  predecessor,  in  an  official  communication, 
expressed  the  opinion  that  "  a  majority  of  our 
citizens,  if  not  in  all  of  our  counties,  at  least  in 
the  two  lower  ones,  sympathize  with  the  South." 
Without  admitting  the  correctness  of  his  estimate 
of  numbers,  I  do  not  doubt  of  the  existence  of  wide- 
spread disaffection.  That  there  has  been  no  out- 
break here  is  the  result  of  want  of  opportunity. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  Executive,  not  pnly  of  the 
United  States,  but  of  this  State,  to  take  care  that 
no  opportunity  shall  be  afforded.  I^  to  secure 
the  public  peace,  and  to  prevent  insurrection,  it 
becomes  necessary  to  arrest  any  individual  within 
this  State,  whether  he  be  a  citizen  or  a  non-resi- 
dent, I  will  not  only  assent  to  the  act,  but  will 
maintain  it 

Invested  by  the  Constitution  with  no  power 
of  veto  or  review  of  the  action  of  the  Legislature, 
the  Governor  has  a  general  control  over  the  opera- 
tion of  criminal  enactments,  and  such  control  I 
will  exercise  to  its  uttermost  extent  to  protect 
any  person  acting  under  the  authority  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  any  citizen 
aiding  such  person  in  bringing  to  light  any  con- 
spiracy, or  in  arresting  any  one  guilty  of  disloyal 
practices  or  treasonable  designs  against  the  Gov- 
ernment 

I  shall  issue  my  proclamation  in  conformity 
with  these  views,  giving  to  the  people  of  the  State 
of  Delaware  information  of  my  intended  action. 

William  Gankon. 

Soon  after  the  promulgation  of  these  docu- 
ments, the  Legislature  of  Delaware  passed  the 
following : 

Whereas^  The  Government  of  the  United  States 
and  the  several  States  are  governments  of  law, 
within  the  limits  of  which  all  officials  find  right^ 
ful  powers,  and  outside  of  which  no  official  has 
any  just  claim  to  power  or  to  obedience  from  his 
fellow-citizens;  and  whereas  William  Cannon, 
the  Governor  of  this  State,  in  his  inaugural  ad- 
dress, has  avowed  the  false  and  dangerous  doc- 
trine that  **  reasonable  ground  for  suspicion  "  can 
justify  the  arbitrary  arrest  and  incarceration  in 
prisons,  far  removed  from  the  district  of  their 
residence,  of  citizens  against  whom  no  warrant 
has  been  issued  or  charge  made  according  to  law, 
and  has  unblushingly  published  his  approval  of 
these  cruel  and  lawless  arrests  of  his  own  fellow- 
citizens  ;  and  whereas  he  has  thus  proved  him- 
self, by  his  own  avowal,  the  weak  but  willing 
tool  of  Federal  usurpation,  and  a  Governor  un- 
worthy the  respect  and  confidence  of  his  fellow- 
citizens,  one  to  whom  they  can  look  for  no  just 
protection  of  their  rights  of  persons  and  property : 
therefore, 

Ruohed,  That  the  doctrines  of  Governor  Can- 
non's address,  in  regard  to  arbitrary  and  lawless 
arrests,  are,  if  carried  out^  £atal  to  constitutional 
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liberty,  destructiTe  of  the  peace  and  securify  of 
our  people,  and  deserve,  and  hereby  receive,  at 
the  hands  orthe  Legislature  of  Delaware,  prompt 
and  indignant  repudiation,  and  are  declared  wor- 
thy of  the  severest  reprehension  of  a  people  who 
inherited  the  privileges  of  freemen  and  wish  to 
preserve  them  unimpaired. 


Doc.  185. 
THE    FIGHT  AT  GREENWOOD,  ARK. 

CHIOAQO   "TRIBUNE"   ACCOUNT. 

HiLXMA,  Aac,  March  19. 

While  steaming  down  the  Goldwater,  we  passed 
large  quantities  of  cotton  and  many  fragments  of 
a  steamboat  About  two  hundred  miles  from 
here,  and  about  ten  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the 
Tallahatchie,  we  found  our  boys,  General  Ross's 
division,  attended  by  gunboats  and  transports, 
at  a  place  called  Greenwood  Bay.  We  found  we 
had  now  reached  debatable  ground.  We  here 
learned  the  cause  of  there  being  so  much  cotton 
afloat 

A  large  cotton-boat  had  been  sent  up  the  river 
by  the  rebels,  and  had  gathered  a  large  load  of 
the  Southern  sovereign,  but  while  she  was  stop- 
ping to  "wood  up,"  one  of  our  gunboats  hove  in 
sight,  and  as  the  cotton-boat  could  not  escape 
she  was  set  on  fire,  and  her  rich  cargo,  estimated 
to  be  upward  of  three  thousand  bales,  was  aban- 
doned to  the  flames. 

About  three  miles  below  our  troops,  the  rebels 
had  built  a  fort,  and  placed  a  raft  in  the  river. 
The  fort  is  in  a  very  strong  position,  in  the  n^ck 
of  a  bend  made  by  the  Tallahatchie  and  Yazoo 
rivers.  The  fort  is  unapproachable  by  the  troops, 
on  account  of  the  overiSow  of  the  rivers,  and  the 
contest  thus  far  has  been  a  duel  of  cannon. 

On  the  eleventh,  the  Chillicothe  was  ordered 
to  engage  the  rebels,  and  her  appearance  was  the 
signal  foT  a  brisk  fire  from  them,  but  without 
eliciting  any  reply  from  the  gunboat,  which 
steamed  steadily  to  her  position,  within  eight 
hundred  yards,  when,  throwing  open  the  bow- 
ports  of  her  turrets,  she  launched  forth  two  tre- 
mendous shots,  which  for  a  moment  staggered 
the  butternuts.  One  of  the  eleven-inch  shells 
passed  completely  over  the  neck,  and  struck  a 
rebel  transport  lying  in  the  Yazoo  below  the  fort 
This  seemed  to  be  a  signal  for  the  whole  rebel 
fleet  to  depart,  for  immediately  they  were  under 
way. 

The  firing  now  became  continuous  on  both 
sides,  sevend  of  our  shells  lodging  in  the  enemy's 
works  and  exploding.  The  OhUlicothe  was  struck 
in  an  aperture  in  the  port-door,  through  which 
the  gunners  worked  their  rammers,  by  a  conical 

Eercussion-shot  The  shell  not  only  exploded, 
ut  caused  the  explosion  of  a  shell  our  men  had 
just  placed  in  the  muzzle  of  the  gun.  This  com- 
pound explosion  carried  overbMrd  one  of  the 
uron  port-doors,  weighing  over  one  thousand  six 
hundred  pounds,  and  killed  four  and  wounded 
eleven  of  the  crew,  and  a  few  minutes  afterward 
orders  were  received  for  the  gunboat  to  withdraw 


firom  the  fire.  Notwithstanding  the  working  force 
of  the  gun-crew  was  much  reduced,  the  men  com- 
posing it  were  promptly  at  work. 

The  following  night  was  a  busy  one.  A  thirty- 
pounder  PaiTott  gim  was  taken  from  a  gunboat 
and  placed  in  a  battery  on  land  in  front  of  our 
line,  and  to  the  west  of  Clayton's  Slough,  and  a 
temporary  fortification  was  built  of  cotton  and 
earth,  and  pierced  for  one  gun.  The  work  was 
done  in  quietness  and  silence,  and  before  daylight 
the  battery  was  in  readiness  for  work.  It  wis 
scarcely  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  rebel  fort, 
and  bore  directly  on  their  most  valuable  gun. 
But  other  matters  were  behind,  so  the  day  wore 
away  without  action.  But  on  the  thirteenth 
there  was  a  day  of  hard  fighting  with  artilleiy. 
Though  the  previous  day  had  been  one  of  inac- 
tion, the  night  was  a  busy  time.  The  land  bat- 
tery, under  the  superintendence  of  Lieut -CoL 
Wilson,  was  enlai^cd  and  strengthened,  and  a 
second  Parrott  gun  was  taken  from  the  gunboat 
Forest  Rose  and  placed  in  position. 

On  the  thirteenth,  a  fair  and  beautiful  day,  at 
half-past  ten  o'clock,  the  gunboat  Chillicothe  and 
the  land  battery  opened  upon  the  rebel  fortifica- 
tion, the  land  battery  giving  special  attention  to 
the  rebel  sixty-four  pounder.  This  attracted 
special  attention  in  return,  and  for  a  while  all 
their  guns  were  trained  upon  the  Wilson  battery, 
and  they  poured  a  fearful  fire  of  shell  and  roand- 
shot  upon  the  little  fort,  but  it  withstood  it 
nobly.  And  its  guns  did  yeoman  service,  making 
the  cotton  fly  from  Fort  Greenwood,  as  the  reb- 
els call  their  fortification,  but  it  fell  only  to  be  as 
quickly  replaced  The  De  Kalb  was  detained  for 
a  few  minutes  by  a  mortar-boat  that  blocked  the 
river  and  kept  the  gunboat  from  her  position,  but 
finally  the  way  was  free  for  the  gunboat  to  more 
down  into  position,  about  six  hundred  yards  from 
Fort  Greenwood.  Up  to  this  time  the  land  bat- 
tery had  received  the  whole  fire  of  the  fort,  and 
most  nobly  withstood  it  The  appearance  of  the 
gunboats  changed  the  scene.  At  once  the  rebels 
turned  their  heavy  guns  to  the  river,  and  paid 
their  attention  to  the  De  Kalb  and  Chillicothe. 
The  tvuret-guns  of  the  De  Kalb,  both  eleven-inch, 
and  the  bow-guns  of  the  Chillicothe,  one  of  ten- 
inch  and  two  of  nine-inch,  when  they  hit,  did 
execution  that  it  was  important  should  be  stop- 
ped. 

The  engagement  became  general  and  inspirit- 
ing. Wilson's  battery,  the  two  gunboats  and 
mortar-boats,  all  vigorously  at  work.  Nowhere 
in  the  West  has  so  heavy  a  weight  of  metal  been 
thrown  by  us  before.  Our  guns  did  fine  execu- 
tion, perforating  the  outer  wall  of  the  rebel  earth- 
work, and  moving  the  cotton  about  in  a  liTeiy 
manner.  Several  times  the  cotton  about  the  em- 
brasures was  in  fiames.  Notwithstanding  tht 
rebels  fought  with  a  courage  worthy  of  a  better 
cause,  our  fire  wis  too  much  for  them,  and  grad- 
ually their  fire  slackened,  while  ours  increai^ed 
in  spirit  And  if  the  place  had  been  assailable 
by  infantry,  we  should  have  captured  it,  but  this 
was  impossible,  as  the  high  water  perfectly  pro- 
tected it 
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The  fort  is  commanded  by  Gen.  Tilghman,  of 
Fort  Donelson  lame,  and  is  manned  by  a  force  of 
about  four  thousand  troops.  Mkssengeb. 

A   REBEL   ACCOUNT. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Jackson  (Miss.)  Appeal^ 
writing  from  Fort  Pemberton  on  the  eighteenth 
of  M&rch,  gives  the  following  account  of  the  fight : 
Last  Wednesday  morning  the  Yankee  fleet  of 
gunboats  and  transports,  to  the  number  of  thir- 
ty-seven, led  by  a  broad-homed  iron-clad,  which 
our  boys  called  the  Chilly  Cofifce,  started  from  a 
point  on  the  Tallahatchie  thi*ee  miles  above  us, 
(where  they  had  tied  up  the  night  before,)  and 
came  tearing  round  the  bend  of  the  river  in  full 
gallop,  as  though  they  were  going  on  down  to 
Snyder's  Mill  without  stopping.  We  knew  they 
were  coming ;  as,  just  as  the  Chilicothe  poked 
ber  nose  round  the  comer,  she  ran  against  a  per- 
cussion-shell from  a  thirty-two-pounder  rifle  that 
bad  been  playfully  and  courteously  forwarded  for 
her  reception  and  welcome. 

This  was  followed  by  a  plug  from  our  Whist- 
ling Dick,  (alongside  the  thirty-two-pounder,)  and 
the  electrified  Yank  backed  up  the  river,  around 
the  bend,  where,  exposing  nothing  but  her  bow- 
pins— eleven  inches — ^she  replied  to  us.  After 
iinng  four  times  at  our  battery,  a  shell  fi*om  the 
thirty-two-pounder  exploded  in  our  cotton  breast- 
works, matung  the  balls  fiy,  and  she  drew  ofi*. 
We  struck  her,  in  the  short  engagement,  seven 
times.  That  afternoon  another  gunboat  came  in 
her  place^  and,  as  a  consequence,  it  took  them 
from  dark  to  daylight  next  morning  to  repair 
toages.  We  lost  that  day  one  killed  and  four 
wounded  by  fragments  of  shell,  and  four  slightly 
burned  by  the  ignition  of  a  small  quantity  of 
powder. 

On  Thursday  the  engagement  was  unimport- 
ant   No  injury  sustained  by  us. 

On  Friday  morning  we  discovered  that  they 
had  succeeded  in  masking  a  battery  of  heavy 
pieces  in  the  dense  forest  in  our  front ;  and  fi-om 
thJH,  two  gunboats,  and  a  thirteen-inch  mortar, 
tbey  opened  upon  us  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.  The 
figbt  was  kept  up  furiously  throughout  the  day, 
closing  at  sunset.  One  of  the  guns  on  a  gunboat 
—  I  think  the  St  Louis  —  was  a  two-hundred- 
pounder  ;  the  others  on  the  boats  eleven  inches ; 
tbe  mortar  thirteen  inch,  and  the  land  battery 
twenty-four  pounder  rifles.  It  is  fair  to  say  that 
a  projectile  was  in  the  air  all  the  time.  They  ap- 
peared to  be  of  every  conceivable  shape,  from 
spherical  to  the  lamp-post  style  of  architecture ; 
and  Rome  of  them,  I  verily  believe,  had  long  tails, 
which  were  defiantly  switched  in  our  faces  as 
Aey  went  whizzing  and  howling  spitefully  but 
harmlessly  by.  Our  shot,  shell,  grape,  and  can- 
ister fell  so  thick  and  fast  in  the  timber,  that 
^e  succeeded  izv  spoiling  one  of  the  guns  in 
their  battery ;  but  they  are  an  industrious  set  of 
skunks,  and  in  two  hours  they  had  substituted 
rt  for  a  set  of  smaller  calibre. 

At  about  one  o'clock  p.m.,  one  of  the  gimboats 
^thdrew  badly  damaged.     The  other  stood  it 
Vol.  VL— Doc.  20 


out,  however,  though  struck  several  times,  until 
just  as  the  sun  was  setting,  when  your  corre- 
spondent noted  the  direction  of  the  three  shots 
from  Whistling  Dick.  They  were  to  the  point 
and  the  broad  horn  went  round  the  comer  d  la 
crawfish,  and  disappeared.  It  is  proper  to  say 
that  they  stand  bow  on,  and  only  two  can  come 
at  a  time.  They  dare  not  turn  round  when  they 
want  to  withdraw,  as  that  would  expose  their  ten- 
derest  parts.  You  may  know  that  backing  a 
clumsy  gunboat  up-stream  is  no  easy  business. 
Since  then,  the  engagements  have  been  of  little 
or  no  importance,  so  fiu*  as  we  can  see. 


Doc.  136. 


FIGHT   AT    SPANISH  WELLS,  S.  0. 

A    KATIONAL    ACCOUNT. 

PoKT  RoTAL,  a  Om  March  14, 1808. 

Late  last  night  our  slumbers  were  disturbed  by 
the  long-roll  calling  the  troops  ii)  and  around 
camp  to  arms,  and  giving  us  to  understand  that  at 
last  something  of  a  belligerent  nature  was  on  the 
tapis  by  the  soldiers  who  have  been  so  long  in  com- 
plete idleness  on  this  island.  All  sorts  of  surmises 
and  conjectmres  ran  rapidly  through  the  long  bar- 
racks and  sleeping-rooms  at  Hilton  Head,  and 
every  one  wondered  what  was  the  cause  of  the 
sudden  alarm.  It  was  soon  learned,  however, 
that,  as  usual,  a  few  bold  rebels  had  stirred  up 
all  this  hubbub,  had  silently,  to  the  number  of 
seventy  heavily-armed  men,  stolen  up  Skull  Creek 
fi-om  the  main  land,  sprung  ashore  at  Spanish 
Wells,  where  we  had  a  signal  station,  captured  i 
one  of  the  signal  officers  and  hre  privates,  then 
set  fire  to  the  building,  and  hastily  returned  to 
their  boats  and  rowed  back  to  the  point  from 
which  they  started.  One  officer,  one  private,  and 
from  four  or  five  negroes  managed  to  escape  and 
reach  headquarters.  Before,  however,  the  negroes 
came  in,  they  extinguished  the  flames  and  sared 
the  mansion  at  Spanish  Wells  firom  destruction. 
The  following  is  an  official  account  of  the  affair : 

BuwAL  Statios,  SPAinaB  Wblls,        ) 
Von  RoTAL,  March  18, 13d8.  ) 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
at  twelve  o^  clock  last  night  this  station  was  at- 
tacked by  a  party  of  about  seventy  rebels.  They 
came  from  the  south-east,  and  were  not  discov- 
ered till  near  the  back-door.  The  surprise  wa8 
complete.  They  entered  the  room  occupied  by 
the  signal  men,  set  the  house  on  fire  by  a  fire 
that  was  still  burning  in  the  room,  and  took 
Hudgen,  Newman,  and  Williams  prisoners.  Lieut 
Rushley  ran  immediately  below,  and  was  just  in 
time  to  be  hurried  off  by  the  rebels.  Consider- 
able clothing  belonging  to  the  signal  men  was 
destroyed  by  hie.  I  have  one  man  left  Five 
pickets  were  captured. 

Very  respectfully,  etc., 

M.  M.  Fenneb, 

lietttenant  and  Signal  OfBcor. 

H.  S.  Tafft, 

nrst  UeQtenant  and  Chief  Signal  Officer,  D.  & 
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Doc.  187. 
THE  ATTACK  ON  NEWBERN,   N.  C. 

PBOYIDENCE  "JOURNAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Nbwbirn,  N.  0.,  March  19. 

Fridat  afternoon,  March  thirteenth,  just  before 
dark,  news  came  into  camp  that  Belger's  battery, 
the  Fifth  and  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  and 
some  cavalry,  had  gone  out  on  the  Trent  road, 
which  lies  along  the  Trent  River,  and  leads  to 
Kinston.  Rebel  scouts  were  seen  in  various  di- 
rections. 

Saturday^  \^th. — At  dawn  a  strong  force  under 
Gen.  Petigru  placed  sixteen  guns  in  position  near 
a  small  fort  opposite  the  town  on  the  north,  across 
the  Neuse  River.  Two  or  three  thousand  infan- 
try supported  the  artillery.  They  came  into  a 
clearing  about  sixty  yards  from  the  fort,  and  from 
ray  position  I  could  see  every  movement  both  in 
the  fort  and  among  the  rebels.  As  soon  as  two 
or  three  guns  were  in  position,  they  commenced 
a  rapid  firo  of  shell  and  canister.  After  a  few 
rounds,  they  sent  in  to  Colonel  Anderson  of  the 
Ninety-second  New-York , (four  hundred  and  fifty 
of  whom  held  the  place,)  a  flag  of  truce  demand- 
ing a  surrender,  saying  that  a  combined  attack 
was  to  be  made  that  day  on  Newbem  by  General 
Longstreet^s  whole  command,  and  that  resistance 
was  useless.  To  gain  time  for  the  gunboats  to 
get  into  position.  Col.  Anderson  asked  for  half  an 
hour  to  send  and  consult  Gen.  Foster.  The  flag 
went  back  and  returned  granting  the  half-hour, 
and  when  it  was  up  came  in  again  to  see  the  re- 
sult The  messenger  had  not  returned,  and  Col. 
Anderson  replied :  "  My  orders  arc  to  hold  this 
place,  and  I  shall  never  surrender  it"  During 
this  interval  the  rebels  had  put  all  their  guns  in 
position,  sti*aightened  their  lines,  and  formed  their 
infantry  in  three  lines  behind  the  guns.  General 
Pettigru  was  mounted  on  a  large  white  horse, 
and  was  constantly  riding  up  and  down  the  line, 
giving  orders,  etc. 

When  the  flag  went  back  the  third  time  and 
the  result  was  known,  the  rebels  opened  the  most 
rapid  and  terrific  fire,  and  the  fragments  of  shell, 
the  canister  and  grape  fell  in  the  water  this  side 
of  the  fort,  so  that  the  water  looked  like  a  pond 
in  a  hailstorm.  The  men  in  the  fort  not  wishing 
to  show  their  strength,  lay  close  behind  the  sand 
wall  and  waited  for  a  charge.  In  their  four  hours^ 
fight  only  two  men  were  hurt,  and  three  slightly 
by  a  sheU.  The  boys  got  ready  for  the  charge  by 
biting  off  cartridges  and  putting  them  up  before 
them  on  the  logs,  so  as  to  be  ready  to  fire  fast 
The  camp  in  the  fort  was  completely  riddled, 
more  than  one  hundred  shots  taking  effect  on  a 
small  building  occupied  as  the  Colonel's  quarters. 
The  trees  were  cut  and  splintered.  A  thirty- 
pound  Parrott  threw  shells  across  the  river,  and 
one  struck  within  a  hundred  yards  of  the  camp 
of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  just  at  the  fort  It  did 
not  burst,  and  stands  at  my  feet  in  my  tent  You 
will  soon  have  a  chance  to  inspect  this  in  Rhode 
Island,  which  you  will  do  with  all  the  more  in- 
terest, as  it  is  a  British  shell  and  a  most  splendid 
thing.    The  gunboats  were  late  in  getting  into 


position, -as  the  Hunchback  was  aground,  and 
others  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  town. 

A  schooner  with  one  gun,  manned  with  ne- 
groes, lay  in  good  position,  and  at  once  entered 
the  fhiy  with  great  gusto,  and  sent  her  neat  com* 
pliments  directly  to  the  spot  I  stood  thirty  or 
forty  yards  from  the  schooner  and  saw  the  men 
work.  There  was  only  one  white  man  on  board, 
and  when  men  tell  me  the  negroes  will  not  fight^ 
I  shall  beg  leave  to  differ  with  them  in  opinion. 
The  gunboats  were  struck  a  number  of  tiiDe& 
For  nearly  four  hours  the  rebels  had  it  nearly  all 
their  own  way ;  but  time  brings  changes.  I  hare 
seen  a  skedaddle.  The  gunboats  came  around 
from  the  Trent  River,  and  commenced  to  pour 
forth  excellent  strains  of  welcome  music ;  and  if 
you  had  been  there,  you  would  have  seen  a  ske- 
daddle too.  The  batteries  in  town  and  the  gun- 
boats threw  from  six  to  one  hundred  pound  shelly 
and  the  rebels  went  into  the  bushes  faster  than 
they  came  out  Some  fifteen  or  twenty  rebda 
were  said  to  be  killed,  and  thirty  or  forty  wound- 
ed. One  thirty-pound  siege-gun  burst  and  killed 
a  number  of  their  own  men,  and  is  now  in  the 
fort  One  one  hundred  pound  shell  from  the 
Hunchback  killed  six  rebels.  They  attempted  to 
creep  up  in  the  afternoon  and  plant  a  batterr  in 
the  woods  below,  but  were  unable  to  get  a  foot- 
hold. 

Just  before  dinner  a  train  of  platform-cars  with 
a  locomotive  in  the  rear,  and  a  twelve  pound  brass 
Napoleon  on  the  fi^ont  car,  stopped  before  our 
camp,  and  in  twenty  minutes  from  the  receipt  of 
the  order  we  were  dashing  out  to  the  camp  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Jones^  doing 
picket-duty  some  eight  miles  from  Newbem,  on 
the  Kinston  Railroad.     Reports  from  headquar- 
ters came  that  a  force  of  eight  or  ten  thousand 
men,  with  thirty  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  cav- 
alry had  reached  a  point  on  our  flank,  nearer 
Newbem  than  ourselves,  and  Col.  Jones  was  or- 
dered, if  pressed,  to  retire  on  Newbem,  fighting 
his  way  as  he  came  in.     Captain  Douglass  of  the 
Fifth  Rhode  Island  and  one  company  of  the  Fifij- 
eighth  Pensylvania  went  up  the  raihroad,  and  the 
enemy  in  small  force  redrtni  beyond  Coal  Creek. 
At  dusk  the  outer  pickets  were  driven  in.    CoL 
Arnold  suggested  that  tattoo  be  beaten  at  sevenl 
points.     The  cars  were  kept  running  and  the  ene- 
my would  suppose  our  force  much  larger  than  in 
fact  it  was.     The  scouts  reported  a  small  forte 
within  half  a  mile  of  a  camp  at  nine  o^dock. 
Major  Tew  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  %itb  the 
companies  of  Captains  Gregg  and  Moran,  and  one 
piece  of  artillery,  were  posted  to  defend  the  road 
leading  from  the  Trent  road  to  our  camp,  and  the 
other  end  of  which  was  supposed  to  be  in  p(^ 
session  of  the  enemy.    Major  Tew  spent  the  ni|^ht 
in  throwing  up  a  rifie-pit,  and  every  prq)aratian 
was  made  by  Cols.  Jones  and* Arnold  for  a  des- 
perate defence.     Col.  Arnold  informed  me  that 
unless  an  attack  was  ipade  before  morning  wie 
would  not  be  made.    We  slept  with  watdim  in- 
terest to  hear  the  whistle  of  the  first  shell,  ax»d 
heard  it  not     Early  in  the  morning  (Sunday,  fif- 
teenth) Cols.  Jones  and  Arnold  concluded  if  the 
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rebels  woald  not  attack,  they  would  go  out  and 
feci  them.  Four  companies  of  the  Fifth  Rhode 
Inland  and  a  company  of  cavalry  went  two  miles 
toward  Kinston  on  the  railroad,  then  four  miles 
to  the  left  to  Red  House  road  toward  Kinston, 
Fome  four  or  five  miles  to  Deep  Gully,  a  small, 
deep  creek  in  a  deep  cut  The  ashes  were  warm 
at  the  camp-fire,  and  the  trees  were  splintered 
from  the  firing  of  the  previous  day. 

We  learned  that  Belger's  battery  was  planted 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  under  fire,  support- 
ed by  two  regiments  of  infantry,  and  just  as  af- 
fairs were  beginning  to  be  lively,  an  order  came 
to  retire  on  Newbem.     Deep  Gully  bridge  was 
torn  up  and  a  lai^e  pine  tree  lay  in  and  across 
the  rood  just  this  side.     Sixteen  volunteers  went 
some  two  or  three  miles  on  and  found  the  camp- 
fires  burning,  but  saw  no  soldiers.    Just  as  we 
had  finished  our  work  and  were  about  to  return, 
two  or  three  companies  of  cavalry  came  dashing 
past  from  the  direction  of  Newbern.     On  our  re- 
turn we  met  General  Amory  with  some  two  thou- 
sand men  and  some  artillery  moving  out     The 
force  of  Gen.  Amory  encamped  about  three  miles 
from  Deep  GuUy,  and  next  morning  went  some 
four  miles  toward  Kinston,  and  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  sent  some  cavalry  on  still  further,  but 
saw  no  one,  but  were  informed  that  the  evening 
before  some  twenty  thousand  troops  passed  in 
return  to  Kinston.     In  our  own  opinion  we  had 
done  no  great  work,  but  when  we  saw  the  force 
that  Gen.  Foster  thought  necessary  to  make  this 
rcconnoissance,  and  do  what  we  had  done  some 


Doc.  188. 
THE   FIGHT  AT   PORT  HUDSON. 

NEW-TORK  »' WORLD"  ACCOUNT. 

UHiTKn  STATn  8ijOOiM>r^WAs  RwBKmro,  I 

Ofp  Pboput  IsuiHD,  MoAiaairn  Rivkk,  ftUrcb  15, 1868.  ) 

We  soon  passed  the  head  of  Prophet  Island, 
and  arrived  abreast  of  the  mortar-boats,  which 
were  headed  by  the  Essex  and  the  Sachem.  Pre- 
sently their  gleaming  lights,  which  had  been  on 
our  starboard  beam,  shone  on  our  quarter,  and 
anon  they  were  sparkling  astern.  And  now  we 
were  ncaring  the  point  of  danger.  Signal-lights 
were  seen  flashing  from  the  direction  of  the  bat- 
teries, the  entire  distance  along,  and  were  answer- 
ed from  the  opposite  shore.  Right  ahead,  too, 
lights  were  seen  from  the  rebel  boats,  as  was  af- 
terward ascertained  It  was  evident  that  the 
rebels  were  expecting  us,  and  were  prq>ared  to 
give  us  a  warm  reception. 

Presently  a  lai^e  fire  was  seen  on  the  Port 
Hudson  side  of  the  river,  a  little  below  the  town. 
This  fire  was  kindled  right  in  front  of  the  most 
formidable  of  the  fortifications,  in  order  that  tiie 
gleam  thrown  across  the  river  should  reveal  every 
vessel  as  it  passed  The  plan  was  an  admirable 
one,  and  succeeded  to  a  charm.  But  for  it,  per^ 
haps  all  the  vessels  that  it  was  intended  should 
pass  the  batteries  would  have  got  by,  and  the 
good  old  Mississippi  would  have  existed  many 
years  more  as  the  pride  and  glory  of  the  United 
States  steam-navy. 


We  had  left  the  mortar-boats  well  astern,  when 
hours  before  with  a  few  hundred  men,  we  thought  &  sulphurous  light  was  seen  gleaming  on  the' 
that  possibly  it  might  have  been  a  respectably   shore,  on  our  port-side.     Flashing  up  for  a  mo- 


hrare  thing  to  dash  ten  miles  into  the  enemy* s 
(^untry,  and  80  move  as  not  to  be  caught  napping. 
There  are  thousands  in  the  North  who  curse  the 
tnnj  for  inaction,  who,  if  they  knew  half  the  brave 
^mgs  done  by  the  men  in  the  field,  would  be 
shamed  to  silence  by  their  deeds  of  valor.     Col. 
Jon«g  and  his  heroes  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vviia,  have  done  some  splendid  work,  and  by  his 
rigilance  has  made  the  bushwhackers  cry  for 
quarter.     Returning  to  the  camp  of  the  Fifty- 
^hth,  at  Bachelor*8  Creek,  in  good  cheer  and  safe, 
we  found  the  train  waiting  to  take  us  to  Camp  An- 
tony.  Rousing  cheers  went  up  from  our  boys  as 
we  reluctantly  left  the  camp  of  the  Fifty-eighth, 
uid  it  is  but  just  to  say,  that  from  both  officers 
ud  men  we  received  a  soldier's  welcome,  and  we 
remember  them  with  a  soldier's  love.  In  the  dark- 
ness of  the  last  hours  of  the  holy  Sabbath  we 
reached  our  home  in  the  tents.    A  strange  and 
eventful  Sabbath.    No  music  of  the  church  bell, 
no  voice  of  prayer,  no  hymn  of  praise  to  God 
"Bumg's  church,'*  a  notable  ruin,  where  stood  the 
only  church  in  all  that  region,  was  on  our  route, 
and  as  fix)m  the  columns  of  armed  men,  in  the 
c*lni,  golden  sunlight  of  God's  holy  day,  I  looked 
np  at  its  standing  chimney,  and  charred  remains, 
I  remembered  tnU  in  the  commotions  of  earth 
ordained  institutions  seem  to  give  way,  but  when 
obstacles  have  crumbled,  new  and  more  lustrous 
temples  arise.  H.  8.  W. 


ment,  a  dull  explosion  followed  It  was  evident- 
ly an  imperfect  rocket  Another  was  essayed ; 
but,  instead  of  ascending,  it  ran  along  the  surface 
of  the  river  close  to  the  bank.  A  little  further 
up  a  third  was  tried,  and  with  complete  success. 
It  ascended  high  in  the  air,  where  it  burst  in  the 
usual  manner.  Instantaneously  it  was  answered 
by  a  field-piece  fi*om  the  opposite  shore,  aimed  at 
the  Hartford  The  Admiral  was  not  slow  in  re- 
turning the  compliment  Three  or  four  guns 
fired  from  the  fiag-ship  in  rapid  succession  testi- 
fied to  the  alacrity  with  which  the  wager  of  bat- 
tle was  accepted 

The  return  of  the  rebel  fire  by  the  Hartford, 
was  promptly  followed  up  by  a  hot  fire  from  the 
artillery  pieces  of  the  rebels,  and  quite  a  brisk 
action  ensued  between  them.  The  scene,  as 
viewed  firom  the  Richmond,  was  both  brilliant 
and  spirited  The  flashes  of  the  guns,  both  on 
shore  and  afloat,  were  incessant,  while  the  roar 
of  cannon  kept  up  a  deafening  and  almost  inces- 
sant sound.  Gr^t  judgment  was  here  necessary 
to  prevent  the  Richmond  firom  running  into  the 
Hartford,  and,  in  &ct,  to  keep  the  war  vessels 
generally  firom  running  into  each  otiier. 

And  now  was  heard  a  thundering  roar,  equal 
in  volume  to  a  whole  park  of  artillery.  This  was 
followed  by  a  rushing  sound,  accompanied  by  a 
howling  noise  that  beggars  description.  Again 
and  again  was  the  sound  repeate<^  till  the  vast 
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expanse  of  heaven  rang  with  the  awful  minstrel- 
sy. It  was  apparent  &at  the  mortar-boats  had 
opened  fire.  Of  this  I  was  soon  convinced  on 
casting  my  eyes  aloft.  Never  shall  I  forget  the 
sight  that  then  met  my  astonished  vision.  Shoot- 
ing upward  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees,  with 
the  rapidity  of  lightning,  small  globes  of  golden 
flame  were  seen  sailing  through  the  pure  ether — 
not  a  steady,  unfading  flame,  but  corruscating 
like  the  fitful  gleam  of  a  fire-fly — ^now  visible  ^nd 
anon  invisible.  Like  a  flying  star  of  the  sixth 
magnitude,  the  terrible  missile — a  thirteen-inch 
■  shell — nears  its  zenith,  up  and  still  up  —  higher 
and  higher.  Its  flight  now  becomes  much  slow- 
er, till  on  reaching  its  utmost  altitude,  its  centri- 
fugal force  becomes  counteracted  by  the  earth^s 
attraction,  it  describes  a  parabolic  curve  and 
down,  down  it  comes,  bursting,  it  may  be,  ere  it 
reaches  terra  firma^  but  probably  alighting  in 
the  rebel  works  ere  it  explodes,  where  it  scatters 
death  and  destruction  around.  But  while  the 
mortar-boats  were  at  work,  the  Essex  was  not 
idle.  Unmanageable  as  she  is,  especially  in  so 
strong  a  current,  she  did  not  follow  the  rest  of 
the  fleet,  but  remained  at  the  head  of  the  **  bum- 
mers,*' doing  admirable  service  with  her  heavy 
guns. 

All  this  time  the  Richmond  had  to  hang  back, 
as  Admiral  Farragut  seemed  to  be  so  enamored 
with  the  sport  in  which  he  was  engaged  as  to  be 
in  no  hurry  to  pass  by.  Once  or  twice,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  dense  column  of  smoke  that  now 
rolled  over  the  river,  our  bowsprit  was  almost 
over  the  taffirail  of  the  Hartford,  and  there  was 
an  incessant  caU  on  the  part  of  Second  Lieuten- 
ant Terry,  who  commanded  the  forward  part  of 
the  ship,  to  stop  the  engines.  And  here  I  may 
as  well  say  that  this  ^lant  young  ofilcer  be- 
haved in  the  most  chivalrous  manner  throughout 
the  entire  engagement,  cheering  on  the  men,  and 
encouraging  them,  by  his  example,  to  stand  to 
their  guns  like  men,  though  little  of  this  they  re- 
quired to  induce  them  to  perform  their  whole  duty. 

The  Richmond  had  bv  this  time  got  within 
range  of  the  rebel  field-batteries,  which  opened 
fire  on  her.  I  had  all  along  thought  that  we 
would  open  fire  firom  our  bow-guns,  on  the  top- 
gallant forecastle,  and  that,  after  discharging  a 
few  broadsides  from  the  starboard  side,  the  action 
would  be  wound  up  by  a  parting  compliment  fi*om 
our  stem-chasers.  To  my  surprise,  however,  we 
opened  at  once  from  our  broadside  guns.  The 
effect  was  startling,  as  the  sound  was  unexpect- 
ed ;  but  beyond  this  I  really  experienced  no  in- 
convenience from  the  concussion.  There  was 
nothing  unpleasant  to  the  ear,  and  the  jar  to  the 
ship  was  reaUy  quite  unappreciable.  It  may  in- 
terest the  uninitiated  to  be  informed  how  a  broad- 
side is  fired  fi*om  a  vessel-of-war.  I  was  told  on 
board  the  Richmond  that  all  the  guns  were  some- 
times fired  off  simultaneously,  though  it  is  not  a 
very  usual  course,  as  it  strains  the  ship.  Last 
night  the  broadsides  were  fired  by  commencing 
Itt  the  forward  gun,  and  firing  all  the  rest  off  in 
t^d  BQoeeftsion,  as  fiist  almost  as  the  ticking  of 
m|M^  .SEhe  effect  was  grand  and  terrific;  and, 


if  the  guns  were  rightly  pointed — a  dilBcalt  thing 
in  the  dark,  by  the  way  —  they  coUld  not  ftii  in 
carrying  death  and  destruction  among  the  enemy. 

Of  course  we  did  not  have  every  thing  our  own 
way ;  for  the  enemy  poured  in  his  shot  and  shell 
as  thick  as  hail.  Over,  ahead,  astern,  ail  around 
us  flew  the  death-dealing  missiles,  the  hissing; 
screaming,  whistling,  shrieking,  and  howlinj^  of 
which  rivalled  Pandemonium.  It  must  not  be 
supposed,  however,  that  because  our  broadside- 
guns  were  the  tools  we  principally  worked  thit 
our  bow  and  stem-chasers  were  idle.  We  soon 
opened  with  our  bow  eighty-pounder  Dahlgren, 
which  was  followed  up  not  long  after  by  the  guns 
astern,  giving  evidence  to  the  fact  tliat  we  had 
passed  some  of  the  batteries. 

While  seated  on  the  ^'  fish-davit,"  on  the  top- 
gallant forecastle  —  the  Hartford  and  the  Rich- 
mond blazing  away  at  the  time  —  a  most  fear- 
ful wail  arose  from  the  river,  first  on  our  port- 
bow  then  on  the  beam.  A  man  was  evidently 
overboard,  probably  from  the  Hartford  or  the 
Genesee,  then  just  ahead.  The  cry  was :  **  Help, 
oh !  help !"  "  Help,  oh  I  help  V^  "  Man  orer- 
board,"  called  out  Lieutenant  Terry;  *' throw 
him  a  rope."  But,  poor  fellow,  who  could  assist 
him  in  such  a  strait  ?  We  were  in  action ;  ereiy 
man  was  at  his  gun ;  to  lower  a  boat  would  be 
follv ;  in  fact,  it  could  not  be  done  with  any  hope 
of  success.  Consequently,  although  the  man  wa> 
evidently  a  good  swimmer,  to  judge  by  his  un- 
failing cries  for  help  for  a  long  time,  nothing 
could  be  done  to  rescue  him,  and  he  floated 
astern  of  us,  still  sending  up  that  wailing  cry  for 
help,  but  without  effect  The  terrible  current 
of  the  Mississippi  was  too  much  for  him,  and  be, 
without  doubt,  sank  beneath  the  waves  <^  the 
mighty  river. 

Just  after  this  fearful  incident  firing  was  beard 
astern  of  us,  and  it  was  soon  ascertained  that  the 
Monongahela,  with  her  consort,  the  Kineo,  and 
the  Mississippi  were  in  action.     The  Monoogabeia 
carries  a  couple  of  two  hundred-pounder  rifled 
Parrott  guns,  beside  other  tioklers.    At  first  I 
credited  the  roar  of  her  amiable  two  hundred- 
pounders  to  the  "bummers,**  till  I  was  onde* 
ceived,  when  I  recalled  my  experience  in  front  ol 
Yorktown  last  spring,  and  the  opening  of  firr 
from  similar  guns  from  W^ormley^s  Creek.    All  I 
can  say  is,  the  noise  was  splendid.     Hie  actio:  • 
now  became  general.     The  roar  of  cannon  vs* 
incessant,  and  the  fiashes  from  the  guns,  toget}.- ' 
with  the  flight  of  the  shells  fit>m  the  morU 
boats,  made  up  a  combination  of  sound  and  si  .* 
impossible  to  describe.     To  add  to  the  hor 
of  the  night,  while  it  contributed  towund  tli 
hancement  of  a  certain  terrible  beauty,  •' 
clouds  of  smoke  began  to  envelop  the  ri? er, 
ting  out  fi*om  view  the  several  vessels  au 
founding  them  with  the  batteries.     It  vi 
difficult  to  know  how  to  steer  to  prevent  i 
ashore,  perhaps  xight  under  a  rebel  ba 
into  a  consort     Upward  and  upward  i 
smoke,  shutting  out  of  view  the  bear<i 
and  obscuring  the  vision  on  every  side, 
was  that  the  order  was  passed:  **Bo}  > 
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till  you  see  the  flash  from  the  enemy^s  guns.** 
That  was  our  only  guide  through  the  ^*  palpable 
obscurity." 

But  ti^is  sole  dependence  on  the  flashes  was 
likely  to  be  attended  with  serious  consequences, 
as  the  following  incident  will  show : 

We  had  got  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  hor- 
net's nest,  when  an  officer  on  the  top-gallant  fore- 
castle called  out:  ^* Ready  with  the  port-gun." 
The  gun  was  got  ready  and  pointed,  and  was 
about  to  be  discharged,  when  Lieutenant  Terry 
called  out :  "  Hold  on ;  you  are  about  to  fire  into 
the  Hartford."  And  such  was  the  fact ;  for  the 
flash  of  the  Hartford's  guns  at  that  moment  re- 
Tealed  the  spars  and  rigging  of  that  vessel  Gon- 
Bequently  the  gun  was  not  fired,  nor  was  it  dis- 
charged during  the  engagement,  the  fighting  be- 
ing confined  entirely  to  uie  starboard  side. 

But,  though  we  did  not  fire  into  the  Hartford, 
a  story  is  afloat,  and,  as  it  may  reach  New- York 
and  cause  unnecessary  comment  and  excitement, 
unless  authoritatively  contradicted,  it  seems  to 
be  my  duty  to  kill  it  at  once.     The  story  goes 
that  the  Richmond  fired  three  shots  into  the  Mis- 
sissippi, and  that  the  shots  were  returned  with 
inteii>st — each  vessel  taking  the  other  for  an  ene- 
my.   I  say,  emphatically,  that  the  story  is  not 
true;  and  in  this  assertion  I  am  borne  out  by 
nearly  every  officer  of  the  Richmond.     The  Mis- 
sissippi was  astern  of  us,  and  if  she  had  passed 
us  on  the  way  up — which  she  did  not — she  must 
hare  passed  on  our  port-side,  and  not  on  the  star- 
board, which  would  have  brought  her  between 
the  fire  of  our  broadside  guns  and  that  of  the 
rebels.    Now,  as  we  did  not  fight  our  port-guns 
at  all,  we  could  not  have  paid  the  delicate  atten- 
tion to  the  Mississippi  that  has  been  attributed 
to  OS.    True,  every  object  was  obscured  by  the 
dense  masses  of  smoke  that  hung  over  the  river ; 
bat  the  flashes  from  our  guns,  which  were  inces- 
sant, could  not  fail  to  reveal  to  the  Mississippi 
our  starboard  fi*om  our  port-side.     The  only  time 
when  we  conld  have  opened  on  our  ill-fiited  con- 
sort was  when  she  got  aground  and  we  had  round- 
ed on  our  way  back ;  but  this  theory  is  rendered 
untenable  frt>m  the  fact  that  we  must  have  been 
&r  down  when  the  Mississippi  grounded.    Be- 
sides, we  could  hardly  have  taken  her  for  a  rebel 
battery  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.     As  con- 
dusire  evidence  that  the  Richmond  could  not 
have  fired  into  the  Mississippi  from  her  port-side, 
it  is  sufficient  to  state  that  the  Genesee  was 
lashed  to  the  port-side  of  the  Richmond. 

Still  the  fight  went  on,  and  still  the  roar  of 
cannon  and  the  screaming,  howling,  whistling  of 
shot  and  shell  continued  to  make  *^  night  hide- 
ous." StilL,  too,  the  pure  atmosphere  was  be- 
fouled with  the  smell  of  '* villainous  saltpetre" 
and  obscured  with  smoke,  through  the  opaque 
mass  of  which  the  stars  refiised  to  twinkle.  In- 
termingled with  the  boom  of  the  cannonade  arose 
the  cries  of  the  wounded  and  the  shouts  of  their 
fiiends,  suggesting  that  tiiey  should  be  taken  be- 
low for  treatment  So  thick  was  the  smoke  that 
we  had  to  cease  firing  several  times ;  and  to  add 
to  the  horrors  of  the  night  it  was  next  to  impos- 


sible to  tell  whether  we  were  running  into  the 
Hartford  or  going  ashore,  and  if  the  latter,  on 
which  bank,  or  whether  some  of  the  other  vessels 
were  about  to  run  into  us  or  into«each  other. 
All  this  time  the  fire  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
incessantly.  It  seems,  however,  that  we  succeed- 
ed in  silencing  the  lower  batteries  of  field-pieces. 
The  men  must  have  been  driven  from  their  guns ; 
and  no  wonder  if  they  were,  in  that  terrific  storm 
of  iron. 

While  a  brisk  fire  was  kept  up  from  the  decks 
of  the  several  vessels,  the  howitzers  in  the  tops 
were  not  permitted  to  remain  idle.  Intermingled 
with  the  more  sullen  roar  of  the  larger  guns,  the 
sharp,  short  Crack  of  the  brass  pieces  was  heard 
from  their  elevated  positions,  adding  harmony  to 
the  melody  of  the  terrific  concert 

The  phrase  is  familiar  to  most  persons  who 
have  read  accounts  of  sea-fights  that  took  place 
about  fifty  years  ago ;  but  it  is  difficult  for  the 
uninitiated  to  realize  all  the  horrors  conveyed  in 
**  muzzle  to  muzzle."  For  the  first  time  I  had,  last 
night,  an  opportunity  of  knowing  what  the  phrase 
really  meant  Let  the  reader  consult  the  map, 
and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  central  battery  is 
situated  about  the  middle  of  the  segment  of  a 
circle  I  have  already  compared  to  a  horse-shoe 
in  shape,^though  it  may  be  better  understood 
by  the  term  ^*  crescent  This  battery  stands 
on  a  bluff  so  high  that  a  vessel  in  passing  im- 
mediately underneath  cannot  elevate  her  guns 
sufficiently  to  reach  those  on  the  battery ;  neither 
can  the  guns  on  the  battery  be  sufficientiy  de- 
pressed to  bear  on  the  passing  ship.  In  this 
position  the  rebel  batteries  on  the  two  horns  of 
the  crescent  can  enfilade  the  passing  vessel,  pour- 
ing in  a  terrible  cross-fire,  which  the  vessel  can 
return,  though  at  a  great  disadvantage,  from  her 
bow  and  stem-chasers. 

We  fiiUy  realized  this  last  night ;  for,  as  we 
got  within  short-range,  the  enemy  poured  into  us 
a  terrible  fire  of  grape  and  canister,  which  we 
were  not  slow  to  return— our  guns  being  double- 
shotted,  each  with  a  stand  of  both  grape  and  can- 
ister. Every  vessel  in  its  turn  was  exposed  to 
the  same  fiery  ordeal  on  nearing  the  centre  bat- 
tery, and  right  promptly  did  their  gallant  tars 
return  the  compliment  This  was  the  hottest 
part  of  the  engagement  We  were  literally  muz- 
zle to  muzzle,  the  distance  between  us  and  the 
enemy's  guns  being  not  more  than  twenty  yards, 
though  to  me  it  seemed  to  be  only  as  many  feet 
In  fact,  the  battle  of  Port  Hudson  has  been  pro- 
nounced by  officers  and  seamen  who  were  en- 
gaged in  it,  and  who  were  present  at  the  passage 
of  Fort  St  Philip  and  Fort  Jackson,  below  New- 
Orleans,  and  had  participated  in  the  fights  of 
Fort  Donelson,  Fort  Heniy,  Island  Number  Ten, 
Vicksburgh,  etc.,  tfB>the  severest  in  the  naval  his- 
tory of  the  present  war. 

Shortly  after  this  dose  engagement  we  seemed 
to  have  passed  the  worst  The  enemy's  shot  and 
shell  no  longer  swept  our  decks  like  a  hail-storm ; 
but  the  fire  from  the  batteries  was  kept  up  in  a 
desultory  manner.  The  starboard  bow-gun  could 
no  longer  be  brought  to  bear.     Consequently 
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Lieut  Terry  ordered  the  men  on  the  top-gallant 
forecastle  to  leave  the  guns  in  that  part  of  the 
ship,  and  to  descend  to  the  main  deck  to  help 
work  the  broadside  guns.  Our  stern-chasers,  of 
course,  were  still  available,  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  the  enemy  a  parting  blessing.  I  left  my 
station  on  the  top-gallant  forecastle  shortly  after 
the  men  who  had  been  working  the  bow-guns, 
and  passed  under  where  I  had  been  sitting,  tak- 
ing up  my  station  on  the  port  side,  just  opposite 
the  forward  gun  on  the  starboard  side,  where 
but  a  few  minutes  before  a  shell  had  exploded. 

I  was  not  long  in  this  position  when  there  came 
a  blinding  flash  through  the  very  port  I  was  op- 
posite to,  revealing  a  high  bank  right  opposite,  so. 
close  that  a  biscuit  might  have  been  tossed  from 
the  summit  on  board  the  Richmond.  Simulta- 
neously there  came  a  loud  roar,  and  I  thought  the 
shot  had  passed  through  the  port  I  was  opposite 
to.  Indeed,  so  close  were  we  to  the  battery  that 
the  flash,  the  report,  and  the  arrival  of  the  shot, 
crashing  and  tearing  through  our  bulwarks,  were 
instantaneous,  there  not  being  the  intermission  of 
a  second  between. 

It  must  have  been  about  this  time  that  Lieut 
Conunander  Cummings,  the  executive  officer  of  the 
Richmond,  was  standing  on  the  bridge  that  con- 
nects the  starboard  with  the  port  gangway,  with 
his  speaking-trumpet  in  his  hand,  cheering  the 
men.  Near  him  stood  Capt.  Alden,  when  a  con- 
ical shot  of  large  calibre  passed  through  the  ham- 
mocks, over  the  starboard  gangway,  talking  ofl*  the 
left  leg  of  the  Lieutenant  just  above  the  ankle, 
battering  his  speaking-trumpet  (a  prize)  flat,  and 
knocking  Capt  Alden  down  with  the  windage,  and 
went  thniugh  the  smoke-stack.  It  has  been  said 
that  the  Captain  was  knocked  down  by  a  ham- 
mock which  the  shot  had  displaced ;  but  this  is  j 
not  the  fact  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  gallant  | 
Captain  sustained  no  injury.  Mr.  Cummings  was 
immediately  taken  below,  where  his  wound  was  | 
promptly  attended  to  by  Dr.  Henderson,  theship^s 
surgeon,  but  not  before  the  brave  young  man  had 
lost  a  large  quantity  of  blood  on  his  way  down. 
On  being  carried  below  he  used  the  following  pa- 
triotic words,  which  are  worthy  of  becoming  his- 
toricid :  **  I  would  willingly  give  my  other  leg  so 
that  we  could  but  pass  the  batteries." 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Bacon,  the  loyal  rector  of  Christ 
Church,  New-Orleans,  who  was  acting  as  chaplain 
on  board  the  Richmond,  was  on  the  bridge  when 
Mr.  Cummings  received  his  terrible  wound.  Uc 
fortunately  escaped  unhurt,  though  he  had  been 
all  over  the  ship,  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  car- 
rying messages  and  exhorting  and  encouraging 
the  men. 

It  was  no  easy  matter  in  the  midst  of  such  a 
dense  cloud  of  smoke  to  know  where  to  point  our 
guns.  Even  the  flashes  of  the  enemy's  guns 
shone  dimly  through  the  thick  gloom.  Several 
times  the  order  was  given  to  cease  fire,  so  as  to 
allow  the  smoke  to  clear  away ;  but,  as  there  was 
scarcely  a  breath  of  wind  stirring,  this  was  a  very 
slow  process ;  still  the  order  was  necessary,  to  pre- 
vent the  several  vessels  from  running  into  each 
other.    In  this  respect  the  rebels  had  a  decided 


advantage  over  us ;  for  while  they  did  not  stand 
in  danger  of  collision,  neither  was  there  any  ap- 
prehension of  firing  into  their  friends.  The  wide 
river  was  before  them,  and  if  they  did  not  hit  our 
vessels  at  each  discharge,  they  could  but  miss  at 
the  worst. 

And  now  the  turmoil  arose  high  and  loud 
Denser  and  denser  became  the  diik  volume  of 
smoke,  rendering  it  next  to  impossible  for  the 
pilot  to  know  where  to  put  the  vesseFs  head. 
Lieutenant  Terry,  therefore,  stationed  himself  at 
the  head  of  the  ship,  where  there  was  a  better 
chance  of  penetrating  the  gloom  than  on  the  bridge. 
Loud  rose  his  voice,  even  amidst  the  roar  of  can- 
non and  the  shrieking  of  shot  and  shell,  directing 
how  the  vessel's  head  should  be  placed.  The  or- 
der was  taken  from  him  by  the  men  all  along  the 
deck,  and  by  them  conveyed  to  the  quarterma^ 
ters  at  the  wheel.  At  times  this  was  a  difficult 
matter ;  for  the  noise  of  battle  would  sometime 
drown  the  nece.<;sary  orders  thus  conveyed.  As 
it  was,  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
manoeuvring  was  sheer  guess-work.  It  ooold 
scarcely  be  otherwise.  This  was  the  moment  of 
peril  for  the  Richmond ;  for  had  she  gone  on  shore 
under  the  batteries,  it  would  have  been  all  up  with 
her,  and  many  a  gallant  heart  that  then  beat  in 
her  would  have  ceased  to  throb. 

Matters  had  gone  on  this  way  for  nearly  an 
hour  and  a  half — the  first  gun  having  been  fired 
at  about  half-past  eleven  o'clock — ^when,  to  m? 
astonishment,  I  heard  some  shells  whistling  over 
our  port  side.  Did  the  rebels  have  batteries  oo 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  ?  was  the  query  that 
naturally  suggested  itself  to  me.  To  this  the  re- 
sponse was  given  that  we  had  turned  back.  I 
soon  discovered  that  it  was  too  true.  Our  retuni 
was,  of  course,  more  rapid  than  our  passage  ap. 
The  rebels  did  not  molest  us  much,  and  I  do  not 
beheve  one  of  their  shots  took  eflfect  while  we  were 
running  down  rapidly  with  the  current  It  was 
a  melancholy  affair,  for  we  did  not  know  but  what 
the  whole  expedition  was  a  failure ;  neither  could 
we  tell  whether  any  of  our  vessds  had  been  de- 
stroyed, nor  how  many.  VTe  had  the  satisfiMtion 
of  learning  soon  afterward,  however,  that  the  Hart- 
ford and  the  Albatross  had  succeeded  in  round- 
ing the  point  above  the  batteries.  AH  the  reA 
were  compelled  to  return.  We  soon  cune  to  an 
anchor  on  the  west  side  of  Prophet  Island,  so 
near  to  the  shore  that  the  poop-deck  was  strewn 
with  the  blossoms  and  leaves  of  the  budduig  trees 
that  we  brushed  back. 

I  had  now  time  to  look  around  me:  The  war 
of  cannon  had  ceased;  the  hissing,  wfaiBdn^ 
whistling,  howling  of  shot  and  shell  were  no  long- 
er heard;  the  glorious  stars  once  more  shone 
forth — ^the  sky  no  longer  being  obscured  by  the 
opaque  smoke  that  had  hovered  over  the  river— 
and  the  pale  moon  now  waning  to  a  creseoit 
rose  and  shed  its  mild  rays  over  the  recent  scene 
of  carnage ;  the  celestial  orbs  ran  their  oonrses  in 
their  respective  orbits — all  the  same  as  if  mxa 
had  not  just  been  imbruing  his  hands  in  the  Uood 
of  his  fellow-man.  Nothing  of  these  sangniavy 
transactions  did  these  bri^t  stan  or  that  pole 
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mooD  take  copnz&nce  of;  but  who  shall  say  that 
the  angeis  of  henTen  did  not  drop  a  pitying  toar 
on  the  work  of  destruction  being  carried  on  by 
beings  created  but  a  little  lower  than  themselves  ? 
All  this  time  I  was  not  aware  that  Lieut  Com- 
manding Cummings  had  been  wounded.  When 
the  firing  had  finally  ceased,  however,  I  proceed- 
ed aft,  where  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  sad 
event  A  warrant  officer  kindly  volunteered  to 
pilot  me  down  to  the  place  where  the  wounded 
officer  lay — namely,  in  the  cockpit — telling  me 
that  as  he  was  under  the  influence  of  chloroform 
my  presence  would  not  disturb  him.  As  we  pass- 
ed the  machinery  of  the  vessel,  on  our  way  for- 
ward, I  was  shown  a  large  hole  that  had  been 
made  by  an  eighty-pounder  solid  conical  shot, 
which  had  pas^  through  the  hull  of  the  ship, 
damaging  the  machinery  so  as  to  compel  us  to  re- 
tilrn.  But  of  this,  more  anon.  On  reaching  the 
cockpit  the  approaches  to  which  were  drenched 
in  blood,  the  surgeon  was  performing  the  terrible 
operation  on  Mr.  Cummings,  rendered  necessary 
by  the  loss  of  his  leg.  As  the  patient  was  under 
the  ittfiuence  of  chloroform,  he  did  not  move  a 
mosele.  ^  I  did  not  wait  long,  but  quickly  made 
my  way  to  the  upper  regions. 

On  regaining  the  gun-deck  the  first  objects  that 
strack  my  attention  were  two  dead  bodies,  lying 
stark  and  stiff  under  the  front  part  of  the  poop- 
deck  ;  and  this  reminds  me  of  the  narrow  escape 
I  had,  to  which  I  have  alluded  in  an  earlier  part  of 
this  letter.  The  two  men  were  marines  who  had 
been  stationed  at  gun  No.  10,  just  opposite  the  af- 
ter-gan  on  the  port  side,  at  the  breech  of  which  I 
had  thought  of  taking  up  my  station.  It  is  well 
that  I  had  altered  my  mind ;  for,  though  a  shot  did 
pot  come  through  the  port  opposite,  one  of  those 
interesting  pieces  of  iron  loaded  with  powder,  and 
called  a  shell,  passed  through  the  bulwark  in  a 
diagonal  direction  a  few  feet  forward  of  gun  No. 
10,  instantly  killing  the  two  marines,  taking  off 
the  heaid  and  an  arm  at  the  elbow  of  one  man, 
carrying  off  half  of  the  head  of  the  other,  and 
wounding  some  twelve  or  thirteen  more  marines 
by  splinters,  in  spite  of  the  splinter  nettings  with 
which  the  inside  of  the  bulwark  was  protected. 

The  shell,  a  twelve-pounder,  exploded  in  passing 
through  the  bulwark.  The  largest  piece  struck 
the  deck,  which  it  ploughed  up ;  glancing  upward, 
it  then  struck  the  brass  rods  that  protect  the  sky- 
light of  the  lower  cabin,  twisting  some  of  them  in 
a  curious  manner.  Again  glancing  off,  it  shivered 
a  Btaunchion  that  supports  the  front  of  the  poop- 
deck,  after  which  it  finished  its  devious  course  by 
pnndiing  a  hole  through  the  captain^ s  office,  into 
which  it  passed,  and  dropped  on  the  floor  with- 
out perpetrating  further  mischief.  The  entire 
front  of  the  captain's  office  was  bespattered  with 
blood,  though  at  a  distance  of  about  twenty  feet 
from  where  the  men  fell.  Had  your  correspond- 
^t  taken  his  station  where  he  originally  intend- 
ed, he  could  scarcely  have  failed  to  receive  some 
of  the  fragments  of  the  bhell,  or,  at  least,  of  being 
struck  by  some  of  the  splinters  Uiat  proved  so  de- 
structive. 

The  first  g;un  was  fired,  as  already  stated,  at 


about  half-past  eleven,  and  the  whole  affair  was 
over  by  one  o^clock  this  morning.  Wo  were 
quietly  at  anchor,  and  were  busy  discussing  the 
events  of  the  fight,  exchanging  congratulations 
and  comparing  notes,  when  the  look-out  man  in 
the  mun-top  hailed  the  deck  as  follows : 

"  On  deck  there  ?' ' 

"  Hallo  I" 

*^  A  large  fire  ahead !" 

"  Where  away  ?" 

"  Just  above  the  bend." 

''  What  is  it  Uke  ?" 

"  Like  a  fire-raft" 

On  this  Captain  Alden,  to  whom  the  circum- 
stance was  duly  reported  by  the  officer  of  the  deck, 
sings  out : 

*^  Keep  a  good  look-out  Man  the  bow-guns, 
and  stand  by  to  slip  the  cable." 

Shortly  after  this  a  small  steamer  came  down, 
the  master  of  which  informed  Captain  Alden  that 
the  Mississippi  was  on  fire,  upon  which  Captain 
Alden  ordered  the  hawsers  that  connected  the 
Genesee  with  the  Richmond  to  be  cast  loose,  and 
the  former  vessel  to  go  to  the  assistance  of  the 
Mississippi.  In  a  very  few  moments  the  Genesee 
was  steaming  up  the  river  on  her  errand  of  hu- 
manity. In  this  she  was  ably  seconded  by  the 
Essex  and  Sachem.  The  little  Reliance,  too, 
though  an  unarmed  boat,  did  good  service  on  the 
occasion,  which  seems  to  be  worthy  of  special 
mention. 

It  is  now  necessary  to  state  in  what  manner  the 
Mississippi  happened  to  be  on  fire.  That  she 
alone  should  have  grounded  is  a  subject  of  aston- 
ishment It  is  as  strange  as  it  is  providential 
that  all  the  vessels  did  not  run  ashore  in  the  dense 
smoke  that  prevailed.  I  am  told  that  the  Rich- 
mond actually  touched  at  one  time  right  under 
the  most  formidable  of  the  batteries,  but  that  she 
soon  got  off.  I  cannot  vouch  for  the  fact,  however. 
But  it  is  true  that  just  as  we  were  turning  round 
a  torpedo  exploded  under  our  stern,  throwing  the 
water  up  nearly  as  high  as  our  mizzen-niast  head. 
The  gallant  ship  quivered  in  every  timber  firom 
the  concussion ;  but  I  am  happy  to  say  she  did 
not  sustain  the  slightest  injury. 

In  the  dense  smoke  that  prevailed,  excluding 
eyer^  object  from  view,  the  glorious  old  Missis- 
sippi went  ashore  right  opposite  the  centre  and 
worst  battery.  She  was  soon  discovered  by  the 
enemy.  Up  to  this  time  she  had  not  sustained 
any  serious  injury.  She  now  became  a  standing 
target  for  the  whole  range  of  rebel  batteries.  The 
rebels  began  to  pour  into  her  a  perfect  shower  of 
shot  ^nd  shell,  which  was  promptly  returned  by 
the  Mississippi  This  murderous  work  continued 
for  half  an  hour.  Finding  it  impossible  to  escape, 
Captain  Smith  judiciously  but  reluctantly  gave 
orders  to  set  the  ship  on  fire  to  prevent  her  fall- 
ing into  the  hands  of  the  rebels.  Accordingly 
her  after-part  was  fired,  the  rebels  all  the  time 
continuing. to  pour  in  their  shot  and  shell  as  fiist 
as  they  could  bring  their  guns  to  bear.  During 
this  part  of  the  contest  no  fewer  than  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rounds  were  fired  from  the  Missis- 
sippL    The  artillery  practice  of  the  rebels  would 
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have  been  worthy  of  a  better  cause.  The  Missis- 
sippi was  riddled  through  and  through.  Four 
men  were  known  to  have  been  killed  ere  the  ship 
was  abandoned.  Among  them  was  Acting  Master 
Kelly,  the  whole  of  whose  abdomen  was  shot  away. 
Three  were  ascertained  to  have  been  wounded. 
There  may  have  been  some  more  casualties,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  tell  to  what  extent  at  present, 
though  a  great  many  exaggerated  stories  are 
afloat  on  the  subject  Several  were  known  to 
have  jumped  overboard  soon  after  the  ship  was 
Ket  on  fire,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  some  of 
them  were  drowned. 

Soon  after  the  vessel  had  been  fired  two  shells 
came  crashing  through  her,  exploding  and  setting 
fire  to  some  turpentine  and  oil  which  they  upset. 
This  caused  the  flames  to  spread,  whereupon  a 
master^ s  mate  hurried  on  to  the  gun-deck  and  re- 
ported that  the  flames  had  reached  the  entrance 
to  the  magazine.  The  ship  was  then  at  once  aban- 
doned, and  all  hands  on  board,  including  the 
wounded  men,  were  put  on  shore  on  the  bank  of 
the  river  opposite  Port  Hudson.  This  was  ac- 
companied by  a  deafening  yell  of  exultation  from 
the  rebels  on  perceiving  the  blazing  up  of  the  fire. 
The  Mississippi  burned  till  she  became  lightened, 
to  which  the  removal  of  nearly  three  hundred 
men  contributed,  when  she  swung  off  into  deep 
water.  She  had  grounded  with  her  head  up- 
stream ;  but  on  swinging  off  she  turned  complete- 
ly round,  presenting  her  head  down  the  river, 
which  position  she  retained  till  she  blew  up. 

At  length  it  was  reported  on  board  the  Rich- 
mond that  the  Mississippi  was  coming  down,  and 
we  all  turned  out  on  the  poop-deck  to  see  the 
sight  It  was  a  most  magnificent  spectacla 
From  the  midships  to  the  stem  the  noble  vessel 
was  enveloped  in  a  sheet  of  flame,  while  fire- 
wreaths  ran  up  the  shrouds,  played  around  the 
mainmast,  twisted  and  writhed  like  fiery  serpents. 
Onward  she  came,  keeping  near  to  the  right  bank, 
still  bow  foremost,  as  regularly  as  if  she  was 
steered  by  a  pilot  It  was,  indeed,  a  wonderful 
sight  Captain  Smith,  her  recent  commander, 
and  several  of  her  officers,  who  had  by  this  time 
arrived  on  board  the  Richmond,  assembled  on 
the  poop-deck,  their  emotion  almost  too  great  for 
words.  Next  to  his  wife,  children  or  sweetheart, 
there  is  nothing  that  a  sailor  loves  more  than  his 
ship — nothing  that  he  regrets  the  loss  of  so 
much ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  the  above-mention- 
ed domestic  ties,  his  ship  is  to  him  wife,  child, 
and  sweetheart  The  feeling  of  regret  at  the  loss 
i}t  his  ship  is  enhanced  when,  as  in  the  case  of 
the  Mississippi,  the  gallant  craft  has  achieved  his- 
torical renown.  No  wonder,  then,  that  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Mississippi  should  feel  a  sinking  at 
the  heart  on  witnessing  the  destruction  of  their 
floating  home,  while  they  were  powerless  to  save 
her. 

As  she  arrived  opposite  the  port  side  of  the 
Richmond,  some  apprehension  was  entertained 
that  her  port  broadsides  might  give  us  a  parting 
salute  of  not  a  very  agreeable  nature.  Captain 
Smith  assured  Captain  Alden,  however,  that  her 
port  guns  had  all  been  diflcharged.    Just  as  she 


had  cleared  us,  her  starboard  gnna  began  to  go 
off.  This  was  accompanied  by  the  explosion  of 
the  shells  she  had  on  deck,  ready  for  use.  These 
exploded  at  short  intervals.  The  flames  now  be- 
gan to  increase  in  volume  from  amidships  to  the 
stem,  and  the  howitzer  on  the  maintop  was  dis- 
charged with  the  heat  Majestically  the  gallant 
craft  ^—  gallant  even  in  its  last  moments — moved 
down  the  stream,  till,  turning  the  bend  at  tbe 
lower  part  of  Prophet  Island,  she  was  hidden 
fixmi  our  view,  and  nothing  more  was  seen  but  a 
bright  glare,  shooting  up  skyward.  Shell  afler 
shell  still  exploded  at  intervals,  and  thus  a  couple 
of  hours  passed  away,  till  the  Mississippi  was 
some  eight  or  ten  miles  below  the  Richmond. 
The  shells  now  begin  to  explode  more  rapidly, 
indicating  that  the  fire  had  reached  the  sbeU- 
room,  and  ctfnnot  be  far  from  the  powder  ma^ 
zine.  This  proves  to  be  the  fact ;  for  present!? 
a  sudden  glare  of  bright  flame  shoots  upward  to- 
ward the  zenith,  spreading  skyward,  in  the  form 
of  an  inverted  cone;  an  interval  of  a  few  seconds 
elapses ;  then  comes  a  stunning  roar,  causing  the 
Richmond  to  tremble  from  truck  to  keelson,  and 
the  gallant  Mississippi,  that  so  long  **  has  brared 
the  battle  and  the  breeze,"  is  no  more;  all  that 
remains  of  her  is  sunk  in  the  bosom  of  the  mightj 
river  fi*om  which  she  derived  her  name. 

Passing  through  the  starboard  side  of  the 
Richmond,  amidships,  a  conical  eighty-pounder 
passed  through  a  pile  of  cordage  on  the  berth- 
deck,  narrowly  missing  some  powder-boys  who 
were  handing  up  ammunition.  Thence  it  entered 
the  machinery-room,  passing  through  and  smash- 
ing the  steam-drum,  and  dunaging  both  safety- 
valves,  so  as  to  prevent  them  fix>m  closing.  Tak- 
ing its  course  under  the  steam-chest,  the  shot 
came  out  on  the  other  side,  when  it  broke  in  two, 
and  both  pieces  dropped  below.  Here  I  may 
take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that  confed- 
erate iron,  in  these  regions,  is  a  yery  inferior 
metal.  It  is  not  half  smelted,  but  right  in  the 
centre  are  large  stones. 

Eariy  this  morning  the  decks  of  the  Ricbmond 
presented  a  melancholy  spectacle.  Where  the 
two  men  fell  there  was  a  great  pool  of  clotted 
gore,  which  I  saw  a  seaman  tossing  overboard 
with  a  shovel  The  whitewashed  decks,  too, 
were  any  thing  but  tidy ;  but,  hey !  presto  I  as  if 
by  magic,  the  stalwart  arms  of  some  two  or  three 
hundred  men,  with  the  aid  of  a  plentiful  sopplj 
of  Mississippi  water,  have  made  every  thing  as 
dean  and  neat  as  a  lady's  boudoir.  The  belies 
of  the  two  men  who  were  killed  have  been  ^^ 
moved  forward,  and  to  them  has  been  added  tbe 
body  of  the  boatswain^s  mate,  who  lost  both  legs 
and  an  arm,  and  who  has  since  died.  The  three 
bodies  have  been  neatly  sewed  up  in  thdr  ham- 
mocks, and  they  are  to  be  put  into  coffins  for  in- 
terment on  shore.  Headboards,  with  their  names 
inscribed  on  them,  will  be  placed  at  the  heads  of 
their  graves,  so  that  the  bodies  may  be  reclaimed 
at  any  time  by  their  firiends  or  rdmtivea. 

MSHPHIB  » APPEAL**   AOCOITNT. 

A  correspondent  of  the  Appeal^  writing  on  the 
fifteenth,  furnishes  the  subjoined  details  of  the 


BOCUMBNTSL 


451 


engagement  at  Port  Hudson,  between  the  bat- 
teries ^nd  Admiral  Pairagut's  fleet 

Yesterday^  (Sunday,  fourteenth,)  a  number  of 
the  enemy's  vessels  came  within  sight  and  an- 
chored off  the  point  at  the  head  of  Prophet's 
Island,  about  four  miles  down  the  river.  The 
iron-clad  battery  Essex  and  a  number  of  mortar- 
boats  anchored  close  up  behind  the  point  Hav- 
ing calculated  the  range  of  our  batteries,  as  ac- 
curately as  might  be  under  the  circumstances, 
ilwut  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the  mortar- 
boats  and  the  Essex  commenced  practice,  throw- 
ing shells  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  but  without  any 
damage  or  alarm  on  our  side.  All  was  then 
quiet,  and  the  fleet  awaited  the  hour  of  midnight 
for  their  surprise  visit 

Shortly  before  midnight,  the  boats  having 
formed  the  line  of  battle  as  described,  their 
decks  cleared  for  action,  and  the  men  at  their 
quarters,  the  Hartford  led  the  way  and  the  others 
promptly  followed  her  direction.  At  the  mo- 
ment of  their  discovery  a  rocket  was  to  be  sent 
op  from  the  Admirars  flag-ship,  as  the  signal  for 
the  Essex  and  her  accompanying  mortai'-boats  to 
commence  work. 

Although  there  has  been  no  indication  of  such 
a  determined  night-attack  by  Farragut,  the  usual 
rigilant  precautions  were  in  force  at  our  batteries. 
Rvery  gun  was  ready  for  action,  and  around  each 
piece  slept  a  detachment  of  gunners.  So  dark 
ffas  the  night,  however,  and  so  silently  had  the 
armed  craft  nosed  their  way  up,  that  the  flag-ship 
had  passed  some*  of  our  guns  and  all  the  fleet 
were  iiithin  easy  range  before  their  approach  was 
known.  Almost  at  the  same  time  a  rocket  flrom 
our  signal  corps,  and  the  discharge  of  muskets 
by  an  infantry  picket,  aroused  the  line.  Quick 
^  a  flash,  while  the  falling  Are  of  our  alarm 
rocket  was  yet  unextinguished,  there  shot  up 
into  the  sky  from  the  Hartford* s  deck  another. 

Then  came  one  grand,  long,  deafening  roar  that 
rent  the  atmosphere  with  its  mighty  thunder, 
shaking  both  land  and  water,  and  causing  the 
high  hattery-crowned  cliffs  to  tremble  as  if  with 
fear  and  wonder.  Every  gun  on  the  fleet,  and 
ererj  mortar  at  the  point  joined  in  one  simul- 
taneous discharge. The  bat- 
teries on  the  long  line  of  bluff,  but  a  moment 
^fore  silent  as  the  churchyard,  now  resound  to 
the  hurrying  tread  of  men,  while  the  quick,  stem 
tones  of  command  are  heard  above  the  awful  din, 
and  the  furtively  glancing  rays  of  light  flrom  the 
battle-lanterns,  reveal  the  huge  instruments  of 
death  and  destruction,  and  show  the  half-covered 
waj  to  magazines. 

•  .  .  The  sheets  of  flame  that  poured  flrom 
the  sides  of  the  sloops  at  each  discharge  lit  up 
nearly  the  whole  stretch  of  river,  placing  each 
craft  in  strong  relief  against  the  black  sky.  The 
noise  was  stunning  to  the  ear,  but  they  knew 
not  yet  the  position  of  our  batteries,  and  the 
shot  and  shell,  fired  at  random,  had  no  material 
effect 

Minute  after  minute  passed  away,  each  driven 
to  eternity  distracted  by  the  maddening  roar  of 


so  many  cannon,  and  the  fleet  kept  its  unchecked 
course  up  the  stream.  Amazement  seized  the 
Yankee  officers  and  men.  Where  were  the  long 
talked  of  batteries  the  rebels  had  been  construct- 
ing with  which  to  hold  the  Mississippi?  Had 
they  been  abandoned  in  a  panic  caused  by  the 
bombardment  of  the  fleets  ?  The  marine  officer 
of  the  Mississippi,  now  a  prisoner,  tells  me  the 
query  was  seriously  propounded  whether*  the 
rebels  had  not  evacuated  their  stronghold  and 
thus  cheated  the  brave  Yankee  tars  out  of  the 
glory  they  were  expecting  to  reap.  Only  too 
soon  did  the  enemy  discover  that  we  were  but 
waiting  to  bring  tiie  whole  fleet  irretrievably 
under  our  guns  before  we  went  to  work.  For 
fifteen  minutes  had  they  plied  at  their  monster 
cannon,  and  now  they  were  commencingito  relax, 
from  sheer  vexation,  when  a  flash  of  Ught  firom 
the  crest  of  the  cliff  lights  the  way  for  a  shell  to 
go  plunging  through  the  Hartford  s  deck.  This 
was  the  monitor,  and  once  the  enemy  saw  a  cor- 
don of  vivid  light  as  long  as  their  own. 

Now  commenced  the  battle  in  all  its  terrible 
earnestness.  Outnumbered  in  guns  and  out-' 
weighed  in  metal,  our  volleys  wore  as  quickl^  re- 
peated, and  the  majority  of  them  unerring  in 
their  aim.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  thus  discover- 
ed our  batteries,  they  opened  on  them  with  grape 
and  canister,  which  was  more  accurately  thrown 
than  their  sheUs,  and  threw  clouds  of  dirt  upon 
the  guns  and  gunners.  The  shells  went  over 
them  in  every  conceivable  direction  but  thq  right 
one.  The  Hartford,  a  very  &st  ship,  now  made 
straight  for  up^the  river,  making  her  best  time, 
and  trying  to  divert  the  ainx  of  our  gunners  by 
her  incessant  and  deafening  broadsides.  She 
soon  outstripped  the  balance  of  the  fleet  Shot 
after  shot  struck  her,  riddling  her  through  and 
through,  but  still  she  kept  on  her  way. 

Evexy  craft  now  looking  out  for  itself  and 
bound  to  make  its  very  best  time  to  get  by  the 
fleet,  lost  its  orderly  line  of  battle,  and  got  so 
mixed  up  it  was  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossi- 
ble, to  distinguish  one  from  another.  It  was 
speedily  apparent  to  the  enemy  that  the  fire  was 
a  great  deal  hotter  than  had  been  expected,  and 
the  Captains  of  the  two  gunboats  and  of  the 
Monongahela,  doubtless  resolved  quickly  that  it 
would  be  madness  to  attempt  to  run  such  a  ter- 
rible gauntlet  of  iron  haiL  Whether  the  com- 
manders of  the  Richmond  and  Mississippi  had 
already  arrived  at  the  same  determination,  or 
come  to  it  soon  after,  is  not  known,  but  they  all, 
except  the  Hartford,  undertook  to  put  about  and 
return  the  way  they  came. 

For  this  purpose  the  Richmond  sheered  in  to 
the  left  bank,  under  the  batteries,  and  then  cir- 
cled round,  her  course  reaching  nearly  up  to  the 
opposite  point  In  executing  Uiis  manoeuvre  she 
gave  our  batteries,  successively,  a  raking  position, 
and  they  took  excellent  advantage  of  it,  ripping 
her  firom  stem  to  stem.  From  the  crashing  of 
timbers,  plainly  heard  during  every  brief  interval 
of  the  din,  and  from  the  view  had  of  shots  that 
struck  her,  it  was  evident  that  her  doom  wis 
sealed.    Instead  of  making  a  run  for  it  down  the 
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riycr,  hu<rging  the  opposite  shore,  she  again  turn- 
ed her  prow  toward  our  batteries,  and  ran  right 
in  under  them. 

As  she  got  this  position,  a  voice  from  on  board 
of  her  cried  out:  "Now  let  me  see  you  strike 
me  from  those  hills,  G — d  d — ^n  you."  As  if  in 
answer  to  his  blasphemous  appeals,  a  battery 
above  and  below  got  his  range,  and  while  a  shell 
crashed  through  his  forecastle,  a  double  charge 
of  grape  swept  his  decks  from  the  mizzen-mast 
forward.  It  must  have  done  fearful  execution, 
and  the  same  voice,  which  just  before  rung  out 
an  oath  and  a  defiance,  now  exclaimed  in  piteous 
accents :  "  For  God^s  sake,  don't  shoot  any  more  I 
We  are  sinking ! 

It  was  reported  among  a  crowd  of  observers  on 
the  bluiP,  that  a  voice  from  her  deck  had  called 
out :  **  We  siurender  I  we  surrender ! "  If  this 
was  said,  it  was  not  probably  spoken  by  her  com- 
mander, who,  however,  appealed  to  our  batteries 
to  cease  firing  upon  her,  as  the  ship  was  sink- 
ing  

Whether  she  sank  I  do  not  as  yet  know.    Her 

'commander  may  have  used  a  Yankee  artifice  to 

escape  by  the  mistaken  humanity  of  the  victors, 

but  if  she  is  not  seriously  disabled,  then  many 

experienced  eyes  were  greatly  deceived. 

The  Mississippi  undertook  to  execute  the  same 
manoouvre  of  turning  round  and  making  her  es- 
cape back  to  the  point  she  started  from.  She 
had  rounded  and  just  turned  down-stream,  when 
one  o(^our  shots  tore  off  her  rudder,  and  another 
went  crashing  through  her  machinery.  Imme- 
diately after  came  the  rushing  aound  of  steam 
escaping  from  some  broken  pipe,  and  the  now 
unmanageable  vessel  drifted  aground  directly  op- 
posite our  crescent  line  of  batteries.  Her  range 
was  quickly  gained,  and  she  was  being  rapidly  torn 
to  pieces  by  our  missiles,  when  the  commander 
gave  the  order  for  all  hands  to  save  themselves 
the  best  way  they  could.  At  the  same  time  fire 
broke  out  in  two  places. 

The  prisoners  we  have  taken  were  of  opinion 
she  was  set  on  fire  by  her  own  officers,  but  it  is 
as  likely  that  it  was  caused  by  our  red-hot  shot, 
which  was  being  poured  into  her  uninterruptedly. 
At  this  time  her  decks  were  strewn  with  the  dead 
and  wounded,  according  to  one  of  her  crew  with 
whom  I  have  conversed,  who  thought  that  one 
half  of  her  complement  of  men  were  included  in 

the  list  of  casualties 

Such  are  the  particulars  of  this  moming^s  fight 
at  Port  Hudson.  For  the  time  it  lasted  it  was 
one  of  the  most  desperately  contested  engage- 
ments of  the  war. 


Doc.  139. 
FIGHT  AT  KELLY'S  FORD,  VA. 

A  NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

HiADQUABTBM  AbMT  Or  TDB  POTOMAC,  { 

WtNlnesday,  March  IS.         ) 


The  first  real  cavalry  battle  of  the  war  has 
been  fought,  resulting  in  a  decisive  victory  on  the 
part  of  the  national  forces. 

The  telegraph  has  informed  you  of  the  depart-  speed. 


ure  of  a  large  cavaliy  force  in  tlie  direction  of 
Culpeper,  to  reconnoitre,  and,  if  possible,  to  in- 
tercept a  body  of  rebels,  known  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Warrenton.  The  expedition  re- 
turned to-night,  the  men  being  mucli  exhausted 
after  their  severe  labors,  but  elated  and  flushed 
with  the  excitement  which  accompanies  victory. 
Learning  that  both  Stuart  and  Lee  ha«l  leA  the 
main  body  of  the  rebel  army  near  Fredericks- 
burgh,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  draft  iii 
Fauquier  and  the  adjoining  counties,  Gen.  Hooker 
determined  to  send  out  a  large  body  of  caraky  to 
cut  them  ofl^  and  at  the  same  time  to  ascertain 
the  position  of  the  rebel  forces  on  the  other  side 
of  the  Rappahannock.  The  r^menU  chosen 
for  this  important  enterprise  were  the  First  and 
Fifth  regulars,  commanded  by  Captain  Reno; 
the  Thirty-fourth  and  Sixteenth  Pennsylvania, 
CoL  Mcintosh;  the  First  Rhode  Island,' Fourth 
New-York,  and  Sixth  Ohio,  Colonel  Duffie;  and 
the  Sixth  New- York  flying  battery,  of  six  guns 
— ^all  under  the  command  of  General  AvmU. 

The  expedition  marched  on  Monday  afternoon. 
Notwithstanding  the  bad  condition  of  the  roads, 
the  men  made  good  progress,  and  passing  through 
our  outer  pickets,  encamped  for  the  night  near 
Kelly's  Ford,  not  far  back  from  the  Rappahannock. 
On  riding  down  to  the  ford  the  next  morning,  at 
daylight,  to  cross  over,  the  enemy  were  found  to 
be  in  strong  force  on  the  opposite  side,  having 
posted  numerous  pickets,  and  constructed  a  for- 
midable abattis  along  the  bank^  A  detachment 
of  the  Fourth  New- York  charged  down  uito  the 
stream,  and  attempted  to  force  a  passage,  but 
were  met  and  repulsed  by  a  strong  force  of  the 
enemy.  Rallying,  they  dashed  into  the  river,  and 
again  were  repulsed.  A  third  attempt  proved  no 
more  successful.  At  this  juncture  Lieutenant 
Brown,  followed  by  a  squadron  of  the  First  Rhode 
Island,  plunged  boldly  in,  cut  their  way  throufdi 
the  abattis,  and  charging  up  the  declivity,  routed 
the  enemy. 

The  whole  force  then  cros.sed  over  and  formeil 
in  line  of  battle  thus :  CoL  Mclntosh*s  command, 
consisting  of  the  Third,  Fourdi,  and  Sixteenth 
Pennsylvania^  on  the  right;  Reno*s  Fir.-t  and 
Fifth  r^ulars,  centre  and  reserve,  and  Colonel 
Dufiie's  Fu-st  Rhode  Island,  Fourth  New-Yurk 
and  Sixth  Ohio,  on  the  left  This  was  about  half- 
past  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Twenty-four 
prisoners  were  captured  at  the  ford. 

As  the  men  moved  forward  up  the  acclirity, 
the  rebels,  who  in  the  mean  time  had  rallied, 
charged  upon  us,  when  the  First  Rhode  Island 
met  them  with  a  counter  charge  and  put  them  to 
flight  The  second  time,  ^e  rebels  once  nvjre 
attempting  to  rally,  the  Fifth  regulars  scixod  the 
opportunity,  dashed  at  them,  and  they  again  brake 
and  ran  wildly.  The  Third  Pennsylvania  civalrr, 
posted  to  the  right,  likewise  charged  upon  the 
force  opposed  to  them  most  successfully.  The 
Sixteenth  Pennsylvania,  still  further  to  the  n^hU 
did  splendid  execution,  many  of  the  rebel;*  bt'.ng 
dismounted.  Our  artillery,  in  the  mean  time  kept 
playing  on  the  fleeing  rebelS|  axMi  ouickeoing  their 
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We  had  now  adyanced  through  an  open  space 
iboat  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  river — as  we 
mored,  forming,  charging  to  the  right  and  left, 
snd  taking  numerous  prisoners,  nntil  the  out- 
skirts of  a  wood  were  reached. 

General  Avertll  here  again  arranged  the  regi- 
ments in  line  of  battle,  the  First  regulars  being 
posted  as  reserves.  Our  men  moved  through  the 
woods  steadily  and  rapidly,  firing  as  they  went 
Another  open  space  was  reached,  and  found  to 
be  full  of  skirmishers.  The  firing  now  became 
Tery  brisk,  the  enemy  for  the  first  time  opening 
on  us  with  artillery,  of  which  they  had  twelve 
pieces.  Their  solid  shot  and  shell  fell  thick  and 
last  unong  our  men,  but  they  pressed  on,  inspir- 
ed bj  the  success  already  won,  and  led  forward 
by  their  officers. 

After  so  many  brilliant  and  profitable  dashes 
on  our  part,  the  rebels  thought  it  well  to  at- 
tempt again  something  in  that  line  themselves,  and 
charjred.  They  ran  against  the  Third  Pennsylvania 
rtTalrv,  which  broke  them  instantly.  From  the 
time  of  crossing  the  river  till  now  there  had  been 
man  J  personal  encounters :  single  horsemen  dash- 
ing at  each  other  with  fiill  speed,  and  cutting  and 
slashing  with  their  sabres  until  one  or  the  other 
was  disabled.  •  The  wounds  received  by  both 
friend  and  foe  in  these  single  combats  were  fright- 
fal,  such  as  I  trust  never  to  see  again. 

We  continued  to  drive  the  rebels  before  us, 
they  skirmishing  and  using  their  artillery  as  they 
retreated.  Our  boys  had  now  been  fighting  sev- 
eral hours,  but  regardless  of  themselves,  pursued 
their  mission  of  keeping  the  rebels  travelling,  and 
did  it  effectually.  When  we  had  chased  them 
six  miles  from  the  river,  Gen.  Averill  decided  to 
return,  as  our  artillery  ammunition  was  nearly 
exhausted,  and  we  had  come  upon  a  strong  rebel 
position,  with  rifle-pits  and  intrenchments.  De- 
tachments of  cavalry  were  deployed  in  fix)nt  of 
the  battery,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  its 
withdrawal  being  seen,  and  the  whole  force  com- 
menced its  return  march.  Captain  Reno,  with  a 
portion  of  his  commaftd,  covered  the  rear. 

As  soon  as  the  rebels  discovered  our  retrograde 
moTement,  they  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery, 
and  followed  in  pursuit,  but  at  a  respectful  dis- 
tance, and  without  a  desire  to  try  more  charges. 
The  morale  and  ei^prit  of  our  men  were  excellent^ 
and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  many  of  them  could 
be  persuaded  to  return.  They  had  run  the  rebels 
six  miles,  and  wanted  to  keep  on  to  Culpeper. 

Cspt  Hunt,  with  three  squadrons  of  the  First 
lament,  assisted  by  Lieuts.  Bigelow  and  Sand- 
ford,  did  good  service  supporting  the  battery. 
^n  the  return,  at  one  time  this  command  was  in 
danger  of  being  annihilated.  The  men  were  sta- 
tioned to  the  left  of  the  battery,  within  easy  sup- 
porting distance,  ready  to  charge  upon  the  rebels, 
should  they  attempt  to  take  it  No  sooner,  how- 
ever, had  our  guns  ceased  firing,  from  want  of  am- 
munition, than  the  rebels  turned  their  fire  upon 
the  supporting  cavalry,  keeping  it  up  for  a  long 
period,  and  making  sad  havoc  among  the  horses. 
The  cavalry  could  not  leave  their  position,  for  the 
E^uis  would  have  been  lost     They  succeeded, 


however,  in  bringiog  the  pieces  away.  The  com- 
mand reached  the  river  About  sunset,  and  re- 
crossed. 

Our  loss  is  nine  killed,  thirty-five  wounded,  and 
forty  taken  prisoners.  We  killed  and  wounded  a 
large  number  of  the  enemy,  and  broi^ht  away 
sixty  prisoners. ' 

Lieut  Dimmock,  of  the  Fourth  New-York. cav- 
alry, is  mortally  wounded  He  behaved  most 
gallantly. 

Adjt-Gen.  Bowditch,  of  General  Duffie^s  stafl^ 
was  struck  over  the  head  with  a  sabre,  and  re- 
ceived a  pistol-shot  in  the  groin. 

Major  Chamberlain,  Acting  Aid-de-Gamp  to 
General  Averill,  was  wounded  in  the  nose  and 
cheek. 

Among  the  rebel  oifficors  taken  was  Major 
Breckenridge,  of  the  First  Virginia  cavahry.  The 
prisoners  are  a  sorry-looking  set    ^jf.  t.  Time; 

ANOTHER  ACCOUNT. 

Falmouth,  Ya.,  March  13,  18d8. 

Tour  special  correspondent,  who  accompanied 
General  AverilFs  cavalry  expedition,  has  just  re- 
turned, having  left  Kelly^s  Ford  this  morning  at 
daylight  The  expedition  was  a  complete  suc- 
cess. Gen.  Averill,  with  detachments  from  sev- 
eral of  his  regiments,  and  one  battery  of  artillery, 
left  camp,  on  Monday  morning,  to  reconnoitre  the 
Rappahannock  River,  up  to  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Railroad,  with  instructions  to  cross,  and 
proceed  in  the  direction  of  Culpeper,  and  wake 
up  Fitz-Hugh  Lee^s  cavalry,  who  were  reported  to 
be  In  that  direction. 

The  force  reached  Morrisville,  eighteen  miles 
out,  during  the  afternoon,  when  a  portion  of  the 
advance-guard  proceeded  direct  to  Kelly's  Ford, 
twenty-five  miles  above  Falmouth,  and  dispersing 
a  small  body  of  the  enemy  near  the  ford,  and  dis- 
covering that  it  was  guarded  by  dismounted  cav- 
alry pickets  on  the  opposite  side. 

During  the  night  a  force  under  Lieut -Colonel 
Curtis,  of  the  First  Massachusetts  cavalry,  was 
detailed  to  advance  toward  the  railroad,  at  Beale- 
ton  Station,  and  to  Elk  Run,  in  the  direction  of 
Warrenton. 

At  three  a.m.,  yesterday,  the  forces  advanced, 
Col.  Curtis  as  above  indicated,  and  Gen.  Averill 
with  the  main  force,  toward  Kelly's  Ford.  Arriv- 
ing at  the  ford  shortly  after  daylight,  the  advance- 
guard  found  it  well  defended  by  dismounted  cav- 
alry sharp-shooters,  concealed  in  houses,  and  be- 
hind trees  and  fences.  The  approaches  to  the 
ford  on  both  sides,  were  rendered  impassable  by 
strong  abattis,  while  the  water  was  over  four  feet 
deep. 

After  several  attempts  to  cross,  under  a  hot 
fire,  a  platoon  fi-om  the  First  Rhode  Island  cav- 
alry, led  by  Lieutenant  Brown,  dashed  into  the 
stream,  followed  by  the  axe-men,  who  soon  re- 
moved the  abattis.  The  gallant  fellows  were  met 
by  volleys  of  bullets,  but  so  sudden  and  surpris- 
ing was  the  movement,  that  twenty-five  of  the 
rebels  were  captured  before  they  could  get  away. 

The  force  immediately  followed,  and  the  artil- 
lery was  taken  over,  vrith  the  ammunition  in  the 
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feed-bags  of  the  horses,  carried  by  cavalrj,  and 
repacked  on  the  other  side. 

After  halting  and  resting  a  short  time.  General 
Averill  ordered  the  column  forward,  and  had  pro- 
ceeded but  a  mile  or  two,  when  Fitz-Hugh  Lee's 
whole  brigtide  was  discovered,  advancing  in  vig- 
orous style. 

Our  men  were  immediately  brought  into  posi- 
tion, supporting  the  battery,  which  opened  at 
once,  while  the  main  body  were  formed  for  a 
char^.  Our  men  had  the  edge  of  one  strip  of 
woods,  while  the  enemy  had  a  like  position  in 
timber  opposite,  with  a  wide  and  clear  field  be- 
tween the  two. 

Advancing  out  of  this,  and  both  forces  appear- 
ed in  the  open  ground,  the  enemy  advancing  rap- 
idly on  our  right,  with  the  intention  of  turning 
that  flank,  and  on  our  left,  with  the  purpose  to 
charge  it  Both  movements  were  anticipated. 
On  our  right,  they  were  speedily  repulsed  by  the 
artillery,  and  on  the  left,  by  a  gallant  charge  un- 
der Col.  Duffle,  who  led  that  portion  of  the  col- 
umn. The  rebels  stood  only  a  moment,  then 
turned,  and  fled  back  into  the  woods  in  disorder, 
leaving  their  kille<^and  wounded  on  the  field. 

After  re-forming,  Gen.  Averill  again  advanced, 
and  took  up  position  a  mile  or  more  beyond, 
believing  the  enemy  would  again  attack,  if  op- 
portunity offered.  This  proved  true,  and  the  reb- 
els soon  advanced  again,  this  time  with  their  ar- 
tillery. Their  cavalry  came  upon  the  charge  in 
admirable  style,  almost  drawing  plaudits  from 
our  own  men ;  but  they  were  met  by  a  terrific 
onslaught  from  the  Fifth  regulars,  and  Third 
Pennsylvania,  which  turned  them  back  in  confu- 
sion, they  retreating  down  our  line  by  the  flank, 
which  enabled  our  remaining  squadron  to  pour 
in  tremendous  volleys  from  their  carbines,  empty- 
ing hundreds  of  saddles,  and  completely  repuls- 
ing the  whole  charging  force. 

They  did  not  molest  us  again,  save  with  artil- 
lery, to  which  we  did  not  reply,  being  out  of  am- 
munition. General  Averill  held  his  position  until 
sundown,  and  then  retired  to  the  north  side  of 
the  river,  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  The  ene- 
my's loss  is  severe,  reaching,  no  doubt,  two  hun- 
dred, as  their  wounded  were  found  everywhere. 
Our  own  loss  will  not  exceed  fifty  in  killed  and 
wounded.  It  was  a  square,  stand-up  cavalry 
fight,  of  over  four  hours*  duration,  and  the  result 
proves  that  our  cavalry,  when  well  handled,  is 
equal,  if  not  superior  to  the  enemy.  In  every 
instance  they  fled  before  the  impetuous  charge  of 
our  men. 

The  following  officers  were  killed  and  wounded : 

Lieut.  Cook,  First  Rhode  Island,  killed. 

Lieut  Domingo,  Fourth  New- York,  mortally 
wounded. 

Major  Chamberlain,  Chief  of  General  Averill^s 
staff,  seriously,  in  the  face. 

Lieut.  Bowditch,  First  Massachusetts,  severe- 
ly, in  the  abdomen. 

Major  Farrington,  First  Rhode  Island,  slightly, 
in  the  neck. 

Capt  Weichel,  Third  Pennsylvania,  in  the  1^. 

Lieut  Wolfe,  Sixth  Ohio,  sabre-cut  in  the  head. 


Capt  McBride,  Fourth  Pennsylvama,  not  dan- 
gerously. 

Lieut  Thompson,  First  Rhode  Island,  not  seri- 
ously. 

From  fifty  to  seventy-five  prisoners  were  taken 
in  the  various  chaiiges,  including  Major  Brecken- 
ridge,  of  tlie  First  Virginia  cavalzy. 

RICHMOND   »»WHIG"    ACCOUNT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Richmond  Whig: 

The  history  of  the  cavalry  of  the  armr  of 
Northern  Virginia,  replete  as  it  is  with  scenes  of 
conflicts  and  constant  danger,  showing  a  boldness 
on  the  part  of  individuals  and  masses  that  has 
commanded  the  admiration  and  fear  of  our  en- 
emies as  well  as  the  commendation  of  our  own 
people,  will  probably  to  the  end  of  the  war  fur- 
nish no  scene  to  be  so  vividly  remembered  by 
those  who  participated  in  it,  or  more  worthy  to  be 
recorded  to  the  honor  of  our  arm  of  the  scrrice 
and  the  State  of  Virginia,  than  the  batUe  of  tbe 
seventeenth  instant  at  Kelly^s  Ford,  on  the  Upper 
Rappahannock.  Early  on  that  morning  the  en- 
emy attempted  the  crossing  in  the  face  of  the 
sluurp-shooters  of  the  Second  Virginia  caralry. 
commanded  by  Captain  Breckenrid^  From  the 
rifle-pits  this  gallant  officer  resisted  their  ad- 
vance, emptying  saddle  after  saddle,  and  repuls- 
ing them  three  times  with  heavy  loss,  until  bar- 
ing expended  all  his  ammunition,  and  emptying 
even  his  pistols,  he  was  compelled  to  retire,  not 
being  properly  supported  by  a  detachment  from 
another  regiment  which  had  been  sent  to  his  aid. 
Not  being  able  to  reach  their  horses  in  time, 
more  than  twentv  of  our  sharp-shooters  wen 
captured  here.  Meanwhile  information  of  tbe 
events  reaching  our  brigade,  we  gathered  our 
available  force — between  nine  hundred  and  ooe 
thousand  men,  and  moved  down  to  meet  the  eih 
emy,  who  had  shown  the,  for  them,  unusnial  dar- 
ing of  crossing  to  our  side  of  the  river.  Their  line 
of  dismounted  skirmishers  was  discovered  not  a 
mile  fi'om  the  ford,  and  judging,  from  their  slov 
advance,  that  they  might  have  retained  odIt  a 
small  force  to  guard  the  ford,  while  their  main 
body  advanced  by  another  route,  hoping  to  pi 
unobserved  into  our  rear.  AVhile  these  ereots 
were  transpiring  far  down  on  the  extreme  left,  the 
Second,  led  by  Miyor  Breckenridge,  chanced  to 
meet  the  sharp-shooters  and  supporting  cnlumo 
that  was  rapidly  advancing.  In  the  middle  of 
the  field  a  hu^ge  ditch  obstructed  their  pn^gres^, 
and  but  one  squadron  was  able  to  cross  in  time; 
struggling  manfully,  they  were  oompelled  to  retire 
slowly,  leaving  behind  them  Miyor  Breckeoridfce, 
whose  horse  being  disabled,  was  unable  to  make 
his  escape.  His  high  spirit  was  compelled  to  sub- 
mit to  the  mortification  of  capture.  But  not  with 
impunity  did  they  advance,  relying  upon  their  im- 
mense superiority  in  numbers.  The  First  sup- 
ported  by  the  Fourth,  came  upon  the  flank  of  ooe 
of  their  squadrons  and  nearly  annihilated  it  CoL 
Drake  won  high  commendation  from  Gen.  Stuart 
on  that  occasion.  Still  advancing  on  the  left  with 
a  heavy  force  of  dismounted  men  in  the  advaoct 
of  their  line  of  cavalry,  they  forced  back  the 
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Fifth  and  Third,  in  spite  of  two  gallant  charges, 
vhich  serred  only  to  retard  for  a  time  their  prog- 
ress.  Retiring  to  a  position  where  an  open  field, 
Dcarij  a  mile  in  breadth  and  more  than  two  in 
I^igth,  gave  a  fair  opportunity  for  the  use  of  cay- 
idry,  oar  brigade  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle, 
the  Fourth  on  the  extreme  right,  then  the  Second, 
Third,  Fifth,  and  First    Here  we  waited  for  near- 
ly half  an  hour  the  advance  of  the  enemy.    Afraid 
to  come  beyond  the  support  of  their  artillery, 
their  progress  was  slow ;  and  we,  who  are  accus- 
tomed to  Stuart^s  and  Lee^s  quick  movements, 
^w  impatient,  and  even  thought  they  had  given 
up  all  thought  of  further  advance.    But  present- 
ly the  line  of  woods,  as  far  as  we  could  see,  was 
fiinged  with  the  smoke  from  the  rifles  of  their 
skirmishers,  and  our  carbineers  were  hotly  en- 
gaged with  a  force  nearly  ten  to  one.    Now  came 
the  order  from  Fitz  Lee  that,  when  the  charge 
commenced  on  the  right,  it  must  be  carried  on 
down  the  whole  line.     A  few  shots  from  our  two 
pieces  of  artillery,  which  now,  for  the  first  time, 
were  brought  into  action,  was  the  signal  for  our 
advance,  and  on  moved  the  Fourth  and  Second 
on  the  right  of  the  road  across  which  our  line  of 
bttUe  was  formed.     Forward  was  the  command 
to  the  other  regiments.    **  Charge  I "  rai^  horn  the 
lips  of  commanding  officers,  and  the  whole  bri- 
gade was  in  motion,  hurled  in  echelon  against  the 
foe ;  fearful  odds,  our  numbers  reduced  by  that 
time  to  less  than  nine  hundred  men,  the  enemy 
more  than  three  thousand  strong,  five  pieces  of 
artiilery  sending  forth  grape  and  canister  with 
fevful  rapidity  and  effect,  and  a  line  of  woods 
from  behind  whose  protection  the  enemy's  rifle- 
men poured  incessant  volleys  on  our  advancing 
line.    There  were  men  in  our  lines  who  were  en- 
gaged at  Malvern  Hill,  at  Gaines^s  Mill,  in  many 
of  Jackson's  battles,  and  with  accord  they  say 
that  they  never  before  passed  through  such  a 
fearful  fire  as  thinned  our  ranks  in  that  charge. 
The  enemy's  battery  was  posted  on  the  right  of 
tiie  road,  and  was  supported  by  three  regiments 
of  cavahy.    The  Second  and  Fourth  most  ^- 
iantly  moved  upon  them,  but  the  enemy's  num- 
Ws  were  too  great  for  them.     Failing  in  their 
effort,  they  retired,  slowly  firing  as  they  went, 
the  enemy  not  daring  to  come  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  from  the  friendly  shelter  of  the 
wood.    Two  fences,  the  great  protection  of  the 
enemy  during  the  whole  day,  protected  the  three 
which  was  immediately  on  the  left  of  the  road 
from  sweeping  around  in  rear  of  the  enemy's  bat- 
l^ry  and  their  supporting  regiments.    Gould  this 
Imve  been  done,  we  would  have  had  their  battery 
w  a  trophy  and  testimony  of  the  gallantry  of 
^w  brigade.    But  the  enemy  would  not  come  out 
of  the  woods  to  meet  our  charges,  and  we  were 
obliged  to  fall  back  to  form  for  any  further  move- 
ments that  might  be  necessary,  which  we  did 
without  any  pursuit  whatever  on  their  part   This 
^»s  the  hst  of  the  cavalry  fighting  proper  for 
the  day.    Our  sharp-shooters  and  our  artillery 
continued.    Our  General,  the  gallant  Fitz  Lee, 
hesitated  not  to  attack  them  immediately.     Our 
cttbineers  were  thrown  forward  until  tfa«  regi- 


ments could  be  gotten  into  position,  and  at  once 
the  Third  Virginia  cavalry  was  ordered  to  charge. 
The  enemy's  sharp-shooters  lined  the  woods  on 
the  side  of  the  main  road ;  another  column  of 
cavalry,  with  artillery  in  position,  were  concealed 
in  a  by-road  leading  off  to  the  right  With  im- 
petuous speed,  led  by  Colonel  Owen,  on  dashed 
the  Third.  Little  cared  they  for  the  storm  of 
carbine-balls  that  greeted  their  approach  as  they 
swept  down  a  stone  fence,  imtil  then  undiscov- 
ered, endeavoring  to  find  an  opening  through 
which  they  might  pass  to  reach  their  foes.  They, 
though  protected  by  two  fences,  amassed  by  the 
tremendous  yells  of  our  boys,  broke  in  confusion, 
and  had  the  Third  only  been  able  to  have  gotten 
at  them,  would  have  been  then  and  there  utterly 
routed.  But  in  vain  did  Colonel  Owen  look  for 
an  opening  through  which  to  lead  his  men.  The 
fence  was  impassable,  and,  sweeping  off  to  the 
left  in  almost  perfect  order,  the  Third  formed 
again  for  another  charge.  Now  came  down  the 
well-known  Rosser  with  the  Fifth.  Few  his  su- 
periors in  coolness  and  judgment  in  the  field. 
But  two  little  regiments  could  not  encounter  the 
immense  force  that  was  now  disclosed  in  impos- 
ing array  in  the  field,  behind  the  woods  and  stone 
fences ;  and,  in  the  face  of  a  fearful  storm  of  cai*- 
bine-biills,  these  two  regiments  slowly  retired  to 
the  open  fields  on  the  left,  in  the  vain  hope  that 
the  enemy  would  show  us  a  fair  fight  on  the 
ground  where  we  could  cross  sabres  with  them. 
Here  the  noble  Pelham  received  his  death-wound 
— ^a  loss  irreparable  to  the  cavalry  division — ^and 
Putler,  Major  of  the  Fifth,  fell  to  rise  no  more, 
them  until  dark,  when,  retiring  rapidly,  they  re- 
crossed  the  river,  leaving  many  of  their  dead  and 
wounded  on  the  field  of  battle.  What  was  their 
loss  we  cannot  accurately  estimate,  but  it  must 
have  been  severe,  especially  from  our  artillery, 
which  was  served  as  Stuart's  horse  artillery  al- 
ways is — ^most  splendidly.  Though  compelled  to 
retire  after  each  of  our  separate  charges,  we  claim 
a  complete  victory,  because  we  succeeded  in  en- 
tirely frustrating  the  evident  design  of  our  en- 
emy, which  was  to  make  a  long  cavalry  raid  d  la 
Stuart,  penetrate  perhaps  as  far  as  Gordonsville, 
and  destroy  the  bridges  and  railroad  between 
that  place  and  Culpeper.  They  were  satisfied 
that  they  would  have  harder  fighting  to  do,  if 
they  persisted  in  their  attempt,  .than  might  agree 
with  their  constitutions,  and  so  they  prudently 
withdrew.  We  mourn  the  loss  of  many  gallant 
comrades ;  many  we  shall  never  meet  again  this 
side  of  the  grave ;  and  many  more  will  lie  lan- 
guishing on  beds  of  suffering  for  long,  weary 
days,  before  they  can  again  join  us  in  the  only 
place  where  an  honorable  man  now  feels  himself 
at  home — ^the  tented  field.  Virginian. 


Doc.  140. 
STEELE'S    BAYOU   EXPEDITION. 

OmOAGO   *•  TRIBUNE**   ACGODNT. 

Umitbd  Statm  Tkansport  Biltsb  Watb,  \ 
Black  Batoo,  Mias.,  March  21.     f 

On  the  sixteenth  instant,  late  in  the  afternoon, 


462 


REBELLION  REOORD,  1862-68. 


Gen.  Grant  ordered  Gen.  Stuart  to  prepare  the 
infantry  of  hia  division  to  move  at  daylight  next 
morning.  Leaving  transportation,  horses,  tents, 
and  every  thing  except  ammunition,  arms,  and 
rations,  the  division  having  been  relieved  by  that 
of  Gen.  Steele,  at  an  early  hour  we  embarked  and 
proceeded  up  the  Mississippi  to  Eagle  Bend.  That 
the  purpose  of  the  movement  may  be  understood, 
let  mo  recapitulate  prior  events.  A  few  days  be- 
fore our  embarkation,  Admiral  Porter  and  Gen. 
Grant  had  made  a  personal  reconnoissance  of  a 
proposed  route  to  the  Yazoo  above  Haines^  s  Bluff. 
Seven  miles  from  the  Mississippi,  Steele*s  Bayou 
empties  into  the  Yazoo.  Entering  this  bayou  in 
light-draught  gunboats  and  tugs,  they  explored 
it  up  to  Black  Bayou,  about  fifty  miles,  and  some 
distance  up  the  latter.  Being  satisfied  that  the 
route  was  practicable,  they  returned.  The  Ad- 
miral sent  five  iron-clads,  and  Gen.  Sherman  was 
ordered  by  Gen.  Grant  to  take  charge  of  the  open- 
ing of  the  route.  General  Sherman,  with  the 
pioneer  corps  of  Stuart*  s  division  and  the  Eighth 
Missouri,  left  at  once  with  the  steamer  Diligent. 
In  the  evening,  Gen.  Grant  received  despatches 
from  Admiral  Porter,  announcing  that  his  gun- 
boats were  meeting  with  great  success,  and  ask- 
ing that  the  land  fbrce  be  sent  at  once.  Grant 
immediately  ordered  Gren.  Stuart  to  proceed  with 
his  division.  The  distance  by  land  from  the 
Mississippi,  along  the  Muddy  Bayou,  is  about  one 
mile.  On  account  of  the  impossibility  of  taking 
any  thing  but  small  steamers,  of  which  we  had 
but  five,  through  Steele's  Bayou,  the  infantry 
was  ordered  to  cross  by  this  route  to  the  bayou. 
On  reaching  Eagle  Bend,  a  personal  examination 
of  the  ground,  made  by  Generals  Stuart  and 
Swing,  disclosed  the  fact  that  two  long  bridges 
were  necessary  to  the  movement  of  troops.  The 
levee  near  the  plantation  of  Senator  Gwin  had 
been  carried  away  by  a  crevasse,  and  the  water 
was  rushing  across  his  fields  in  a  rapid  torrent  of 
considerable  depth.  The  building  of  the  bridges, 
under  the  charge  of  Col.  Parry,  of  the  Forty-sev- 
enth Ohio,  occupied  a  day  and  a  half.  Soon  as  it 
was  completed,  the  division  marched  across  to 
Steele^s  Bayou.  Gen.  Stuart  at  once  embarked  sd 
much  of  the  First  brigade  as  could  be  transported 
upon  the  steamer  SUver  Wave,  and  started  up 
through  the  wilderness  of  forest  and  water. 

Between  the  Mississippi  and  the  line  of  railway 
from  Memphis  to  Jackson,  the  country  north  of 
the  Yazoo,  for  some  fifty  miles,  is  traversed  by 
three  considerable  streams — Steele's  Bayou,  Deer 
Creek,  and  the  Sunflower,  all  of  which  are  fed  by 
innumerable  creeks,  bayous,  and  lakes,  and  empty 
into  the  Yazoo,  Steele's  seven  miles  firom  the 
Mississippi,  near  the  scene  of  the  battle  of  Chick- 
arow  Bayou,  Deer  Creek  below,  and  the  Sun- 
flower above  Haines's  Bluff.  Their  course,  as  is 
that  of  all  streams  through  low  and  level  ground, 
is  very  tortuous,  very  like  the  streams  in  the 
Calumet  marshes.  In  fact,  if  those  marshes  were 
covered  with  a  thick  growth  of  huge  trees,  with 
a  thick  mass  of  cane  on  the  ground,  you  would 
have  a  perfect  specimen  of  the  country  through 
which  the  Second  division  and  the  Admirars 


iron-clads  have  passed.  Transform  the  rice  and 
reeds  of  the  Calumet  into  the  luxuriant  growth 
of  a  Southern  swamp,  and  you  have  a  better  idea 
of  the  wet  wilderness  in  which  we  were,  than  can 
be  written.  The  eastern  part  of  Issaguena  Coun- 
ty, on  Deer  Creek,  has  higher  land,  and  some  of 
the  most  valuable  cotton  plantations  in  the  State. 
The  soil  is  exceedingly  prolific.  We  found  in  H 
immense  numbers  of  slaves,  and  great  quantities 
of  cotton  and  grain.  The  Admiral  called  it  one 
of  the  granaries  of  the  Confederacy. 

It  was  supposed  to  be  so  inaccessible,  that  the 
plantations  were  in  the  usual  prooess  of  cnltira- 
tion,  the  fields  planted  with  oom>  instead  of  cot- 
ton, which  was  up.  They  believed  tbemselres 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  devastations  of  war--bad 
their  gardens  well  stocked  with  vegetables,  whidt 
were  growing  most  temptingly,  and,  fancying  that 
*Hhe  invader"  could  not  penetrate,  with  gon- 
boats  and  armies,  the  lagoons  and  forests  which 
surrounded  them,  devoted  their  fancied  secaritj 
to  the  raising  of  crops  to  feed  their  brother  rebels 
in  the  field.  The  plantation  upon  whidi  was  the 
rendezvous  of  the  land  force,  was  one  of  fire 
owned  by  a  wealthy  rebel,  James  R  Hill,  of  New- 
Orleans.  It  had  upon  it  as  ordinary  stock,  mt 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  slaves,  and  boasted 
the  name  of  *'  Reality."  Another  he  called  ''On- 
ward ;"  still  another,  "  Good  Intent"  A  lar^ 
part  of  the  cotton  was  marked  "C.a.\."  The 
appearance  of  the  iron-clads  at  ^^  Reality"  was 
the  first  notice  that  was  had  of  our  approafb. 
The  overseer  hastily  fled,  giving  notice  of  tbf 
presence  of  the  Yamcees  in  the  garden.  A  edn- 
traband  told  us  his  master  called  the  Deer  Creek 
County  the  confederate  snuff-box,  that  the  Yan- 
kees could  not  open. 

Another  plantation,  nine  miles  above  them,  oo 
Deer  Creek,  is  the  celebrated  *'  Shdbv  Planta- 
tion "—Uncle  Tom*s  Cabin.  So  the  inhabitant; 
of  that  and  neighboring  plantations  understand 
it.  The  tradition  of  the  place  is  identical  with 
that  of  Mrs.  Stowe's — ^how  Topsy  grew,  wia  not 
bom;  Uncle  Tom  was  the  Tycoon  of  oontra* 
bands,  and  the  heir  of  the  estate  bred  mulattoe^ 
and  went  down  to  the  Mississippi  in  a  do^^t 
to  finish  his  education  with  professional  rirer 
men,  became  a  high-toned  member  of  the  chival- 
ry, and  lost  his  real-estate  and  oontrabaads  at 
fiuro.  Mrs.  Stowe  little  thought,  when  she  wrote 
her  novel,  that  the  Shelby  PUntation  wooM  one 
day  echo  with  cannon  and  mudcetry  in  t  war 
growing  out  of  the  institution  she  wrote  to  abol- 
ish.    X  et  so  it  happened,  last  week. 

The  expedition  consisted  of  the  LomsriQe, 
Mound  City,  Carondelet^  Cincinnati,  and  Pitts^ 
burgh,  iron-dad  "turtles;"  four  mortarhoaU 
the  ram  Price,  and  mosquito  lindai,  and  the 
infantry  of  the  Second  division  of  the  Fifteenth 
army  corps,  Gen.  David  Stuart^a,  except  the  f^ 
ty.fifth  niinois,  and  a  section  of  Wood's  battcrr, 
Lieut  McCagg ;  the  transports  Silver  Wave,  Dil* 
igent.  Eagle,  Champion,  Pocahontas,  and  Mooon- 
gahela. 

Going  up  the  Yaaoo  River  seven  miles,  theon 
up  Stede's  Bayou  twdve  miles^  the  fleet  cms  to 
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Maddr  Bayou,  which  runs  across  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi into  Steele^s.  At  this  point  tho  troops 
Gune  over  on  floating  bridges  and  embarked. 
Hence  they  were  transported  up  Steele's  and 
Black  Bayou  about  twenty  miles,  to  Hiirs  plant- 
ation, and  marched  thence  twenty-one  miles  on 
a  leree  north  along  Deer  Greek,  nearly  to  Rolling 
Fork.  It  was  proposed  at  that  point  to  embark 
theti'oops  again  on  transports  and  proceed  on 
that  creek  a  distance  of  seven  miles,  imtil  we 
reached  the  Sunflower.  Once  upon  the  Sunflow- 
er, a  stream  of  considerable  width,  we  could  reach 
the  Yazoo,  between  Haines's  Bluff  and  Yazoo 
City,  and  would  be  in  a  position  to  operate  against 
the  enemy  at  various  points  with  great  effect 
So  much  for  the  object  of  the  expedition  and  the 
route  through  whidi  it  was  to  pass. 

General  Grant  and  Admiral  Porter,  with  the 
Mosquito  Rattler  and  a  tug,  made  a  reconnois- 
sance  far  enough  to  establish  the  fact  that  gun- 
boats could  pass  from  the  Yazoo  into  Steele's 
Bayou.  Admiral  Porter  immediately  started  with 
his  gunboats  up  the  bayou.  General  Grant  or- 
dered General  Sherman,  with  a  division  of  his 
amy  corps,  to  form  the  land  force.  Gen.  Sher- 
man started  at  once  with  a  regiment — the  Eighth 
Missouri  —  and  the  pioneer  corps,  to  clear  the 
hayou  of  obstructions — there  was  no  delay.  The 
Te<x>nnoissance  was  made  on  the  flfteenth,  Gen. 
Grant's  tug  returning  the  morning  of  the  six- 
teenth. Before  night,  the  advance  of  the  land 
force  and  gunboats  were  at  Muddy  Bayou.  Des- 
patches were  received  by  Gen.  Grant  that  even- 
in;  of  the  progress  of  the  expedition,  and  Gen. 
Stuart  was  ordered  to  follow  with  the  rest  of  the 
division  in  the  morning.  Arriving  at  £agle  Bend 
on  the  seventeenth,  a  reconnoissance  in  small 
boats,  made  by  Gen.  Stuart  and  his  brigade  com- 
manders, and  another  made  twenty  miles  above, 
at  Tulkhola,  by  Colonel  Giles  A.  Smith,  demon- 
strated that  the  troops  could  not  be  marched 
across,  a  crevasse  having  swollen  the  Muddy 
Bayou  to  a  rapid,  deep  stream.  The  construction 
of  two  long  flooded  bridges  occupied  the  eigh- 
teenth and  the  forenoon  of  the  nineteenth.  The 
dirisioD  marched  to  Steele's  Bayou  at  once.  Ar- 
njing  there  we  found  only  one  transport,  the 
Silver  Wave.  Embarking  the  Sixth  Missouri  and 
One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Illinois,  Stuart  start- 
-up at  once.  During  the  three  succeeding  days 
the  boats  which  we  had  were  used  with  idl  the 
despatch  possible,  in  transporting  the  troops  to 
the  rendezvous.  At  the  mouth  of  Black  Bayou 
they  were  transported  from  the  steamers  to  a 
coal-barge,  which  was  towed  by  a  tug  up  Black 
^jou.  In  the  mean  time  the  gunboats  had  gone 
tlirough  Black  Bayou  into  Deer  Greek.  The  great 
Qiightand  strength  of  the  iron-clads  enabled  them 
to  ride  over  almost  any  ordinary  growth  of  wil- 
low and  cypress  in  the  creek ;  Sie  water  was 
deep,  and  they  moved  slowly  and  surely  along 
jip  Deer  Greek  some  fifteen  miles,  without  much 
ttbor  and  without  any  obstruction  from  the  ene- 
^Y'  On  the  twentieth,  the  rebels  commenced 
umoying  them  with  sharp-shooters,  and  by  foli- 
um trees  in  the  creeks.    The  boats  were  obliged 


to  l^y  by  at  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-tirst,  the  Admiral  found  considerable  ob- 
structions in  the  river,  and  an  enemy,  some  six 
hundred  strong,  with  a  fleld-battery  of  rifles,  dis- 
puting his  passage.  This  was  near  some  old  In- 
dian mounds,  and  for  the  greater  part  of  the  day 
they  were  kept  quite  busy,  making  but  a  half- 
mile  progress. 

Large  bodies  were  kept  a  good  distance  fi*om 
the  fleet,  but  sharp-shooters  would  come  up  be> 
hind  trees  and  Are,  taking  deliberate  aim  at  our 
men.  The  Admiral  sent  a  despatch  back  to  Gen. 
Sherman,  stating  the  condition  of  aflairs,  and  the 
Sixth  and  Eighth  Missouri,  and  One  Ilundred 
and  Sixteenth  Illinois,  of  the  First  brigade,  under 
Col.  Giles  A.  Smith,  were  at  once  sent  to  the  re- 
lief of  tho  gunboats,  and  to  assist  in  getting  them 
through.  They  made  a  forced  march,  skirmish- 
ing a  part  of  the  way,  and  reaching  the  gunboats 
before  night  of  the  twenty -second,  a  distance  of 
twenty-one  miles,  over  a  terrible  road.  During 
the  day  the  enemy  had  been  largely  reenforoed 
from  the  Yazoo,  and  now  unmasked  some  five 
thousand  men — infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery. 
The  boats  were  surrounded  with  rebels,  who  had 
fallen  trees  before  and  behind  them,  and  were 
moving  up  artillery,  and  making  every  exertion 
to  cut  off  retreat  and  capture  our  boats.  OoL 
Smith  at  once  established  a  patrol  for  a  distance 
of  seven  miles  along  Deer  Creek,  behind  the 
boats,  with  a  chain  of  sentinels  outside  of  them, 
to  prevent  the  felling  of  trees.  Further  progress 
was  impossible.  For  a  mile  and  a  half^  to  Roll- 
ing Fork,  the  creek  was  full  of  obstructions. 
Heavy  batteries  were  on  its  bank,  supported  by 
a  large  force.  To  advance  was  impossible;  to 
retreat  seemed  almost  hopeless.  The  gunboats 
had  their  ports  all  dosed,  and  preparations  all 
made  to  resist  boarders.  The  mortar-boats  were 
all  ready  for  fire  and  explosion.  Our  lines  were 
so  close  to  each  other  that  rebel  officers  wandered 
into  our  lines  in  the  dark,  and  were  captured.  It 
was  the  second  night  without  sleep  aboard  ship, 
and  the  infantry  had  marched  twenty -one  miles 
without  rest  But  the  faithful  force,  with  theur 
energetic  leader,  kept  successful  watch  and  ward 
over  the  boats  and  their  valuable  artillery.  At 
seven  o^clock  that  morning,  (the  twenty-second,) 
Gen.  Sherman  received  a  despatch  from  the  Ad- 
miral, by  the  hands  of  a  faithful  contraband, 
(who  came  along  through  the  rebel  lines  in  the 
night,)  stating  his  perilous  condition.  Leaving  a 
despatch  for  Gen.  Stuart,  who  was  bringing  up 
Ewing's  brigade,  and  orders  to  Stuart  to  follow 
him  with  the  remainder  of  the  division.  General 
Sherman  at  once  marched  with  the  Second  bri- 
gade, Lieut -Colonel  Rice  commanding — ^and  the 
Thirteenth  regulars  and  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
teenth Illinois,  of  the  First  brigade.  Our  gun- 
boats at  that  time  were  in  a  bend  of  tho  creek ; 
the  three  regiments  of  the  First  brigade  had  been 
brought  in  and  placed  in  position  near  the  boats, 
by  CoL  Giles  A.  Smith.  A  rebel  battery  of  fif- 
teen guns  was  in  front,  at  Rolling  Fork.  The 
creek  was  barely  the  width  of  a  gunboat — ^the 
boats  were  so  dose  up  that  only  one  bow-g;un 
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apiece  of  four  could  be  used,  and  then  at  an  in- 
convenient angle — ^in  fact,  in  only  one  position — 
and  the  broadsides  of  several  were  useless  on  ac- 
count of  the  bank.  Our  immense  superiority  of 
metal  was  thus  rendered  almost  useless  for  the 
purpose  of  engaging  an  enemy  that  was,  endeav- 
oring to  encircle  the  AdmiraVs  boats.  If  his  rear 
was  gained,  their  superior  numbers  could  board 
the  first  or  the  last  boat,  and,  having  captured 
her,  use  her  guns  with  fearful  effect  on  the  others. 

About  mid-day  the  enemy  commenced  moving 
upon  us,  with  the  purpose  of  reaching  the  bank 
of  the  creek  below  the  gunboats  and  below  the 
infantry.  General  Shprman  was  some  six  miles 
distant  The  rebels  are  believed  to  have  ad- 
vanced with  about  four  thousand  men.  It  must 
be  borne  in  mind  that  our  troops  were  on  a  belt 
of  land  which  forms  the  bank  of  the  creek,  of  not 
great  width,  back  of  which  the  bottom  land  was 
under  water  and  impassable.  The  rebels  came 
down  with  the  intention  of  turning  his  right  and 
reaching  the  creek  below.  The  gunboats  and 
four  mortars  opened  upon  them,  as  soon  as  they 
discovered  themselves  in  bodies.  This  firing  em- 
barrassed their  movements  and  considerably  re- 
tarded them.  They  debouched  through  the  wood 
and  became  engaged  with  the  skirmishers  of  the 
Sixth.  The  fight  was  beginning  to  be  in  earnest, 
but  the  rebels  were  gaining  ground.  The  object 
was  not  a  battle,  but  to  pass  by  Smith.  The 
first  firing  of  the  sunboats  was  heard  by  Gen. 
Sherman  near  the  Shelby  plantation.  He  urged 
his  troops  forward,  and  after  an  hour's  hard 
marching  the  Thirteenth  regulars  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Thirteenth  Illinois,  who  were  in  the 
advance,  deployed  as  skirmishers,  came  upon  a 
body  of  the  enemy  who  had  passed  by  the  force 
which  engaged  Smith.  Immediately  engaging 
them,  the  enemy  stood  awhile  disconcerted  by 
the  unexpected  attack,  fought  a  short  time,  and 
gave  way.  Our  forces  pressed  them,  driving  them 
back  toward  Smith  some  two  miles.  The  gun- 
boats opened  upon  them  thus  hemmed  in,  and 
the  day  was  ours.  The  rebels  retreated,  and  the 
gunboats  were  saved  for  that  day.  Our  loss  was 
but  one  killed  and  none  wounded  The  loss  of 
the  rebels  was  heavy.  The  plantation  upon 
which  the  engagement  took  place  belonged  to  a 
Colonel  Givins.  Ho  was  killed,  and  his  wife,  a 
beautiful  woman,  was  also  killed  by  a  shell  while 
riding  into  the  wood.  One  shell  from  a  mortar 
killed  twenty-six,  as  they  were  rallying  as  skir- 
mishers. Another  is  stated  to  have  killed  and 
wounded  forty  persons.  They  suffered  very 
much,  but  as  we  did  not  attempt  to  occupy  the 
field,  it  cannot  be  ascertained.  It  being  obvious 
that  further  advance  was  impracticable,  the  boats 
at  once  commenced  moving  backward,  and  made 
several  miles  that  evening. 

The  next  effort  of  the  rebels  was  to  pass 
around  our  lines  in  the  afternoon  and  night, 
and  throw  their  whole  force  still  further  below 
us.  General  Stuart,  with  four  regiments  of 
General  Ewing^s  brigade,  marched  on  Hill's  plan- 
tation the  same  morning,  having  run  his  trans- 
ports in  the  nighty  and  immediately  advanced  the 


Fourth  Virginia  up  Deer  Creek,  tnd  another,  the 
Fiftieth  Ohio,  still  further  to  the  right  The 
rebels,  who  were  making  a  circuit  about  General 
Sherman,  thus  found  the  whole  line  occapied, 
and  abandoned  the  attempt  to  cut  off  the  gun- 
boats for  that  day.  During  the  afternoon  the 
troops  and  gunboats  all  arrived  at  Hill's  pUntK* 
tion.  Rebel  scouts  followed  them  within  two 
miles  of  the  division  headquarters.  During  the 
night  the  Thirty-seventh  Ohio,  Colonel  lieber, 
which  was  on  picket  about  one  half*mile  out,  wis 
attacked  by  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  It  immedi- 
ately,  upon  the  return  of  their  fire,  fell  bacL  In 
the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  the  Eighty-third 
Indiana,  Col.  Spooner,  going  out  to  xvlieve  the 
Thirtv-iiinth,  was  attacked  by  three  regiments 
of  infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry.  Acting 
under  instructions  to  draw  them  on,  and  to  de- 
velop their  whole  force,  CoL  Spooner  skirmished 
with  them,  but  they  refused  to  follow.  The 
Eighty-third  lost  one  man  killed.  The  enemr 
landed  a  steamer  and  two  flatboats  loided  with 
troops  and  artillery,  about  six  miles  above,  the 
night  before.  We  remained  tv^o  days  at  Hill's 
plantation,  waiting  for  the  rebels  to  prepare 
But  they  would  not  give  or  receive  battle.  We 
embarked  on  the  transports  and  gunboats,  and 
returned.  The  troops,  gunboats,  ammunition. 
and  supplies,  with  a  considerable  quantity  of  col- 
ton  and  fifty  good  mules,  are  all  safe,  and  ap- 
proaching Young's  Point,  as  I  write. 

There  were  destroyed  by  our  troops  and  br 
the  rebels  at  least  two  thousand  bales  of  cotton, 
fifty  thousand  bushels  of  com,  and  the  gins  and 
houses  of  the  plantations  whose  owners  had  ob- 
structed our  progress  and  joined  in  the  war6ir& 
The  resources  of  the  country  were  found  ample  to 
subsist  the  army  at  Yicksburgh  for  some  length 
of  time,  and  by  the  destruction  of  them  we  crip- 
pled the  enemy  so  far. 

There  were  features  about  this  expedition  norel 
and  exciting. 

Black  Bayou,  a  narrow  stream  heretofore  only 
navigated  by-dug-outs,  was  made  of  the  width  of 
our  steamers,  with  great  labor  of  felling  trce$  and 
sawing  stumps  below  the  surface.  Every  foot  c^f 
our  way  was  cut  and  torn  through  a  dense  forc^ 
never  before  traversed  by  steamers^  I  never  wit- 
nessed a  more  exciting  and  picturesque  srene 
than  the  transportation  of  the  Third  brigade,  by 
Gen.  Stuart,  the  last  day.  Crowded  with  men, 
the  steamer,  at  the  highest  possible  speed,  pa>b- 
ed  through  overhanging  trees  and  around  short 
curves.  Sometimes  wedged  fitst  between  trees 
then  sailing  along  smoothly,  a  huge  cypr^ 
would  reach  out  an  arm  and  sweep  the  wbol« 
length  of  the  boats,  tearing  guards  and  chimneys 
from  the  decks.  The  last  trip  through  the  BU  k 
Bayou  was  in  a  night  pitchy  dark  and  rainy. 

While  the  adventure  was  of  uncertain  suc«v5$ 
— when  the  result  seemed  almost  accompIi»boL 
and  when  our  gunboats  were  surrounded  wi'Ji 
an  enemy  confident  of  victory,  and  their  extrica- 
tion seemed  almost  an  impossibility— officers  an  i 
men  worked  with  equal  alacrity,  whether  in  build- 
ing bridges  or  making  forced  marchesi  both  by 
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day  and  in  the  night  The  whole  time  was  used 
in  labor— constant  and  severe.  It  seems  almost 
i  miracle  that  the  hoats  were  saved.  If  Colonel 
Giles  A.  Smith  had  not  arrired  at  the  time  he 
did,  their  safety  would  have  been  hopeless — if 
Generals  Sherman  and  Stuart,  by  their  utmost 
eicrtions  and  labor,  had  forwarded  their  troops 
a  single  half-day  later — if  the  second  forced  march 
of  Col.  Rice,  under  Gen.  Sherman,  had  been  re- 
tarded a  single  hour,  in  all  human  probability 
not  only  our  navy,  but  the  first  small  force,  un- 
der Smith,  would  have  been  lost.  The  simple 
truth  is,  that  the  gunboats  were  saved  by  Stuart's 
dirisioa  The  traditionary  jealousy  between  the 
vmj  and  navy  at  this  point  is,  to  a  great  extent, 
removed.  There  is  no  dispute  or  doubt  in  rela- 
tion to  the  services  performed  by  the  soldiers  of 
the  line. 


Doc.  141. 
BATTLE   OF  VAUGHTS  HILL.* 

CINCINNATI  "GAZETTE"  ACCOUNT. 

MOBFRSBSBORO,  March  S^ 

It  was  on  Wednesday,  the  eighteenth  day  of 
March,  that  Col.  A.  S.  Hall,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifth  Ohio,  commanding  a  brigade  in  General 
J-  J.  Reynolds's  division,  marched  forth  from 
Murfreesboro  with  a  band  of  chosen  men,  to  beat 
Qp  the  quarters  of  the  rebels,  who,  for  some  days 
past  had  been  making  impudent  demonstrations 
in  Wilfion  County,  and  all  along  the  left  of  our 
lines.  His  force  consisted  of  two  hundred  and 
twenty-five  men  from  his  own  regiment,  under 
the  inuaediate  command  of  Lieut-Colonel  Tolles ; 
three  hundred  and  sixty  from  the  One  Hundred 
&Qd  First  Indiana,  Lieut -Colonel  Thomas  Doan ; 
three  hundred  and  thurty  from  the  Eightieth  U- 
h'nois,  Colonel  Allen ;  three  hundred  and  fifteen 
from  the  One  Hundjred  and  Twenty- third  Illi- 
Qoifi,  Colonel  James  Monroe;  forty-three  horsemen 
(company  A,  Captain  Blackburn)  from  the  First 
Middle  Tennessee  cavalry ;  and  two  pieces  (twelve- 
pound  Napoleons)  and  fifty  men  from  the  Nine- 
teenth Indiana  battery,  Capt  Harris — ^in  all,  one 
thousand  three  huncbred  and  twenty-three  men 
sad  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

The  expedition  reached  CainsviUe  on  Wednes- 
day, iailing  to  surprise  a  rebel  camp  in  that  vicin- 
ity, through  the  mistake  of  a  guide,  who  led  them 
»  mile  or  two  out  of  the  way.  They,  however, 
picked  up  a  couple  of  stragglers  from  this  camp, 
and  took  up  lodgings  in  the  great  palace  of  nature 
for  the  night 

On  Thursday  morning  they  moved  to  States- 
^iile,  another  of  the  insi^iificant  towns  which  are 
found  in  this  part  of  Tennessee.  Here  they  en- 
countered a  body  of  Phillips's  rebel  cavalry,  and 
defeated  them  after  a  short  contest,  killiiqi^  one, 
bounding  another,  and  capturing  three. 

From  Statesvillo  they  moved  along  a  small 
stream  called  Smith's  Fork,  to  the  Litoty  pike, 
upon  reaching  which  they  encountered  anpther 
minor  body  <^  the  enemy,  who  took  to  flight  after 

*  Thb  tettk  Is  also  known  as  the  battle  of  Milton,  Tenn. 

Vol.  VI.— Doc.  80 


one  had  been  wounded  and  two  captured.  At 
some  distance,  a  r^ment  of  rebel  cavalry  could 
be  seen  drawn  up  across  the  pike ;  but  Col.  Hall 
did  not  offer  battle,  because  he  now  became  con- 
vinced that  he  was  followed  by  the  enemy,  and 
wished  to  draw  him  on  to  a  more  advantageous 
position.  He  moved  on,  therefore,  without  at- 
tacking, to  the  town  of  Auburn,  and  encamped 
near  it  for  the  nighty  the  rebel  force  moving  up 
also,  and  encamping  within  two  miles  of  him. 

On  Friday  morning,  CoL  Hall  had  fully  made 
up  his  mind  to  give  battle,  and  therefore  proposed 
to  return  toward  Murfreesboro,  or  march  to  Li- 
berty, according  as  either  course  should  seem 
most  likely  to  bring  him  in  contact  with  the  ene- 
my. Knowing  by  this  time,  however,  that  the 
rebels  were  much  superior  in  numbers  to  himself 
and  that  they  were  actually  seeking  a  battle,  he 
judged  it  most  prudent  to  retire  toward  Murfrees- 
boro, draw  them  after  him,  take  up  an  advan- 
tageous position,  and  await  their  attack. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth,  there- 
fore, he  ascended  a  ridge  to  the  rear  of  Auburn, 
and  waited  there  for  some  time  upon  the  highest 
ground,  to  reconnoitre.  He  did  not  wait  long  be- 
fore he  perceived  the  rebel  advance  moving  cau- 
tiously after  him,  while  he  could  also  catch 
glimpses  occasionally  of  their  main  body  gliding 
amongst  the  trees. 

Moving  down  the  ridge.  Colonel  Hall  rapidly 
crossed  a  plain  three  miles  in  extent,  toward  the 
town  of  Milton,  determining  to  reach  Vaught's 
Hill,  an  eminence  one  mile  south-west  of  that 
town,  and  there  await  the  enemy.  His  rear-guard 
had  just  passed  fairly  through  the  town,  when  the 
rebel  advance  was  perceived  coming  over  a  slight 
eminence  on  the  other  side.  Our  troops  were  now 
moving  in  a  south-westerly  direction  toward  Mur- 
freesboro, along  what  is  called  Las  Casas  pike. 
A  slight  elevation  of  ground  just  below  Milton, 
tempted  Captain  Harris  to  test  the  courage  of  the 
enemy.  Unlimbering  one  of  his  pieces,  he  threw 
a  shell  or  two  entirely  over  the  town  and  plump 
among  the  advance  of  the  rebels.  They  imme- 
diately fell  back  upon  the  main  body,  which  could 
now  plainly  be  seen  coming  up  on  the  other  side 
of  the  town  in  gallant  array. 

On  our  part  preparations  were  instantly  made 
for  battla 

The  One  Hundred  and  First  Indiana  were  form- 
ed in  line  on  the  left  of  the  road,  to  check  the  ad- 
vance of  the  rebels  in  that  direction,  and  support 
the  gun  which  had  already  commenced  to  fire. 
The  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois  was 
formed  at  the  foot  of  the  elevation  upon  which 
the  piece  of  cannon  was  placed,  across  the  pike, 
and  extending  into  woods  and  cleared  fields  on 
the  right  The  Eightieth  Illinois  was  still  fur- 
ther to  the  right  and  somewhat  retired,  while  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  was  held  exclusively 
in  reserve. 

There  were  cleared  fields  to  the  left  of  the  road 
as  well  as  to  the  right,  but  between  these  and 
Vaught's  Hill,  which  Col.  Hall  intended  to  be  his 
real  battle-ground,  there  was  upon  the  left  a  dense 
growth  of  cedars,  along  the  east  edge  of  which 


466 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-68. 


ran  a  narrow  lane  to  the  left  of  the  pike.  There 
was  also  a  cedar  thicket  near  the  town  and  upon 
the  left  of  the  town,  through  which  the  rebels 
would  be  obliged  to  pass  before  they  could  reach 
the  open  field  where  the  One  Hundred  and  First 
Indiana  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Illinois  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them. 

At  the  edge  of  this  thicket  the  rebel  skirmi-sh- 
ers  first  appeared,  and  company  B  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twenty-third  were  immediately  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers,  and  sent  forward  to  op- 
pose them.  A  scattering  fire  of  musketry  was 
soon  succeeded  by  several  volleys,  and  it  becom- 
ing evident  that  the  enemy  were  hotly  pursuing 
our  skirmishers,  Colonel  Monroe  sent  forward  two 
more  companies,  G  and  D,  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-third,  to  their  support  Skirmishers 
from  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Indiana  were  at 
the  same  time  pushed  forward,  and  for  half  an 
hour  a  sharp  but  irregular  firing  was  kept  up  in 
the  thicket  and  in  the  streets  of  the  town. 

By  this  time  the  stealthy  cats,  Wheeler  and 
Morgan,  thought  they  had  played  long  enough 
with  the  poor  little  mouse  before  them.  Thev 
had  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  their  ability  to  pick 
up  Col.  Hall  whenever  it  should  suit  their  con- 
venience. Why  not  ?  The  redoubtable  Morgan 
himself  was  here  with  the  brigade  which  had  first 
frightened  almost  to  death  and  then  captured  poor 
CoL  Moore  at  Hartville.  And  Colonel  Hall  had 
fewer  men  than  Col.  Moore  had  on  that  disgrace- 
fully famous  occasion.  In  addition  to  Morgan's 
force  here  was  the  redoubtable  *^  Major-General " 
Wheeler,  with  a  brigade  from  his  division  — 
Wheeler,  entirelv  recovered  from  the  effects  of 
the  thrashing  which  Dan  McCook  gave  him  in 
January,  and  flush  from  the  big  haul  which  he 
and  Van  Dom  made  at  Thompson's  Station. 
Still  more,  these  worthies  had  three  regiments  of 
Tennessee  mounted  infantry  to  assist  them.  And 
here  were  "ColoneP'  W.  C.  P.  Breckinridge,  and 
Duke,  and  Gano,  and  Grigsby,  and  heaven  knows 
how  many  rebel  heroes  besides.  Would  A.  S. 
Hall,  a  mere  '*  political  Colonel,"  as  some  of  our 
regular  friends  would  say,  attempt  to  make  battle 
against  " Maior-Genend "  Wheeler  and  "Briga- 
dier-General John  Morgan,  the  two  most  no- 
torious bandits  on  the  continent,  with  eleven 
rebel  regiments  at  their  heels  ?  Oh  1  impossible, 
the  thing  was  simply  impossible.  And,  accord- 
ingly, John  Morgan  made  a  speech  to  his  men. 

"  Behold  before  you,"  said  he,  "  the  same  Yan- 
kees whom  you  have  so  often  chased  helter-skel- 
ter over  hill  and  dale,  the  same  breed  of  low-spir- 
ited cowards  whom  you  have  sometimes  almost 
disdained  to  kill,  as  being  unworthy  opponents 
of  your  prowess.  Remember  how  ignominiously 
they  bowed  their  heads  at  Hartville,  and  like  lusty 
bull-calves,  roared  for  mercy  almost  before  you 
could  get  your  muskets  trained  upon  them.  Do 
you  think  they  will  stand  against  you  now  ?  No  I 
they  will  break  and  run  at  the  first  fire,  and  your 
only  difficulty  will  be  in  outrunning  and  picking 
them  up  before  they  can  get  back  to  their  den  at 
Morfreesboro." 


CoL  James  Monroe  also  made  a  speech  to  his 
men,  briefer  and  more  to  the  point 

"  Boys  I  you  have  followed  John  Morg&n  for 
more  than  a  thousand  miles,  in  a  vain  effort  to 
get  a  fight  out  of  him.  You  have  often  siid  too 
would  like  no  better  sport  than  to  meet  him. 
Your  wishes  are  gratified  at  last  Here  he  is. 
Now  give  him 1" 

Scarcely  were  these  speeches  ended  when  t 
column  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  was  seen  march- 
ing by  the  fiank,  along  the  base  of  a  range  of  hills 
to  the  east  of  the  town,  evidently  intending  to 
turn  our  right  At  the  same  moment  another 
column  emerged  from  the  thicket  on  the  we^ 
and  advanced  through  the  open  fields  toward  (he 
One  Hundred  and  First  Indiana.  SimultaneouMy 
with  the  advance  of  both  these  columns,  the  rebtl 
infantry  marched  on  in  battle  array  through  the 
town,  while  their  artillery,  from  two  or  three  dif- 
ferent positions,  opened  upon  our  lines. 

Our  skirmishers  immediately  fell  back  toward 
their  regiments  upon  the  double-quick,  and  at  the 
same  time  a  retrograde  movement  was  commenc- 
ed by  our  entire  line,  in  order  to  gain  the  position 
upon  Vaught's  Hill,  which  was  the  battle-groond 
originally  decided  upon. 

The  dense  cedar  thickets  upon  the  left  of  the 
pike,  through  which  the  One  Hundred  and  Tirst 
Indiana  had  to  retire,  made  their  progress  ex- 
ceedingly difficult ;  and  not  only  did  tiie  skirmLsh- 
ers  of  this  regiment  receive  a  terrible  volley  frnn 
the  enemy,  before  they  could  rejoin  their  cckb 
rades,  but  the  entire  One  Hundred  and  First  be- 
came to  some  extent  separated  fi^m  the  re^  of 
the  brigade,  and  for  a  considerable  time  Lieai- 
Col.  Doan  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources 
Disentangling  himself  to  some  extent  from  the 
cedars,  he  was  moving  along  the  lane  I  hare  be- 
fore mentioned,  when  he  was  suddenly  set  npor 
by  Duke's  and  Breckinridge*s  regiments.  He  im- 
mediately formed  his  men  in  line  along  the  law^ 
and  met  the  rebel  onset  with  determin^  coungv. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Eightieth  Illinois  had 
moved    baclnvard,   and    taken    position   a]oQ|; 
Vaught*8  Hill,  facing  nearly  to  the  east ;  whik 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Ulinms  had 
also  retrograded,  and  taken  up  a  position  akn^ 
a  line  of  fence  at  about  two  tnirds  the  <&tanct 
from  the  foot  of  the  hill  to  its  summit,  their  ri^t 
resting  upon  the  pike,  their  skirmishers  extenl 
ing  across  and  conneNcting  them  with  the  left  of 
the  Eightieth  Illinois,  while  their  left  was  endear-  j 
oring  to  communicate  with  the  right  of  the  On^ 
Hundred  and  First  Indiana.     It  ii^l  be  obserred 
that  in  making  this  retrograde  movemeot  ^ 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  had  almost  eo-  \ 
tirely  crossed  to  the  left  of  the  road  from  tb^ ! 
rights  where  it  was  originally  formed.    T1)h  va> 
in  consequence  of  the  net  tlutt  Vaughf  s  Hill  o^ 
chosen  position,  was  mainly  on  the  left  of  the 
pike.    The  One  Hundred  and  Fiftii  Ohio  was 
still  held  in  reserve,  and  was  moved  to  the  south 
side  of  the  hill.     Upon  the  summit  was  one  cf 
the  "  Napoleons,"  inunediately  under  coiiimaii4 
1  of  Capt  Harris,  while  the  other  was  planted  fiir* 
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ther  to  the  right,  just  in  the  road,  and  was  put 
in  charge  of  Lieut  Stackhouse.  None  of  these 
movements  were  child>  play,  and  all  took  place 
under  fire,  although  as  yet  at  long-range. 

After  (he  attack  was  made  upon  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  First  Indiana,  Lieut -Col.  Doan  gradu- 
aIIj  extended  and  retired  the  right  of  his  line, 
until  he  came  in  communication  with  the  left  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Hlinois,  so 
that  now  both  regiments  could  be  made  ayailable 
for  supporting  the  piece  of  artillery  commanded 
by  Capt  Harris,  which  was  doing  terrible  execu- 
tion on  the  rebel  ranks,  and  which  from  the  first 
tbej  manifested  an  ardent  desire  to  capture.  In 
order  the  better  to  effect  this,  they  now  made  a 
desperate  effort  to  turn  the  left  flank  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  First  Indiana,  and  were  partially 
successful  Major  Steele,  of  that  regiment,  im- 
mediately applied  to  Col.  Hall  for  assistance,  as 
his  men  were  now  in  imminent  danger  of  being 
assailed  in  the  rear,  as  well  as  upon  the  front  and 
flank.  The  application  was  instantly  attended 
to,  and  a  part  of  the  Eightieth  Illinois  was  hurried 
around  the  southern  base  of  the  hill,  to  meet  and 
drive  back  the  enemy. 

During  this  time  a  desperate  contest  was  tak- 
ing place  upon  the  extreme  left,  where  Col.  Doan 
was  gallantly  contending  with  the  Second  and 
Fourth  Kentucky,  (the  regiments  of  Duke  and 
Breckinridge,)  and  was  momentarily  in  danger 
of  being  overwhelmed.  Redoubling  his  fire  for 
a  few  minutes,  and  seeing  the  enemy  temporarily 
repulsed,  he  instantly  ordered  the  left  of  his  regi- 
ipent  to  &11  back,  so  that  he  could  form  a  new 
line,  fadng  to  the  west,  and  at  right  angles  to  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois.  This 
movement  being  made  hastily  and  in  the  face  of 
the  enemy,  was  necessarily  attended  with  some 
confusion,  and  caused  the  right  wing  of  the  regi- 
ment to  be  somewhat  withdrawn,  so  as  to  leave 
a  considerable  gap  between  it  and  the  left  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third.  This  breach 
^faa  promptly  repaired  by  CoL  Monroe,  who  ex- 
tended his  right,  and  moved  over  several  compa- 
nies to  the  left 

Both  regiments  were  more  fully  prepared  for 
any  effort  of  the  enemy,  and  resolved  at  all  haz- 
ards to  prevent  Captain  Harrises  piece  of  cannon 
from  falling  into  their  hands. 

Previous  to  this,  however.  Col.  Allen,  with  the 
Eightieth  Illincris,  had  encountered  that  column 
of  the  rebel  cavalry  which  had  passed  around  to 
our  right,  and  as  soon  as  it  left  the  foot  of  the 
fange  of  hills  on  that  side,  and  emerged  into  the 
open  fields,  had  poured  into  it  a  most  deadly  vol- 
ley of  musket-balls,  which  had  driven  it  back  in 
utter  confusion,  with  the  exception  of  a  small 
body  that  galloped  past  our  left  flank,  passed  en- 
tirely round  the  southern  base  of  the  hill,  and 
actually  joined  the  column  under  Breckinridg;e 
which  was  assailing  our  left  The  left  of  the  Eigh- 
tieth, the  extreme  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-third,  and  our  other  "Napoleon"  under 
Lieut  Stackhouse,  had  all  this  time  fully  held 
their  own  against  rebel  infantry  in  the  centre. 
Our  lino  of  battle  now  extended  almost  entire- 


ly around  the  hill,  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifth 
Ohio  holding  the  southern  face,  in  reserve,  and 
behaving  with  great  coolness,  although  shot  and 
shell  from  the  enemy's  cannon  frequently  came 
whizzing  over  the  summit  of  the  hill  and  dropped 
among  them. 

It  was  perhaps  two  o'clock,  when  the  rebels, 
enraged  beyond  bounds  at  the  havoc  made  among 
them  by  Cfaptain  Harris's  twelve-pound  **  Napo- 
leon," determined  to  capture  it,  if  possible.  Con- 
centrating nearly  the  whole  of  Morgan's  bri^^de, 
they  rushed  forward  and  made  a  desperate  assault 
upon  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  In- 
diana and  left  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Illinois.  Our  boys,  now  advantageously 
posted,  suffered  them  to  come  within  thirty  or 
forty  yards  of  our  line,  when  they  opened  upon 
them  with  so  destructive  a  fire  that  in  a  few  min- 
utes the  victors  of  Hartville  were  retreating  in 
the  wildest  confusion,  leaving  many  a  rebel,  ram- 
pant and  exulting  but  a  moment  before,  dead, 
dying,  bleeding,  upon  the  ground. 

It  was  the  last  effort  of  the  enemy.  His  troops 
could  no  more  be  brought  to  the  charge.  On 
every  side  a  storm  of  bullets  greeted  them.  It 
was  death  all  around  the  hill  I 

Sullenly  withdrawing  to  the  edge  of  the  woods, 
upon  the  ground  where  our  troops  had  first  formed 
in  line  of  battle,  they  planted  three  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, and  opened  a  despairing,  scattering,  and 
ineffective  fire,  which  did  no  damage  whatever  to 
the  brave  men  who  held  Vaught's  Hill.  Never- 
theless, Capt  Harris  trained  his  piece  upon  one 
of  their  guns,  disabled  it  after  a  round  or  two, 
and  compelled  the  others  to  draw  off.  One  of 
the  gunners  of  the  disabled  piece  was  afterward 
found  blown  into  fragments,  with  one  of  his  arms 
hanging  to  the  limb  of  a  tree. 

No  reenforcements  had  as  yet  come  up  to  Col. 
Hall's  assistance ;  he  did  not  know  the  extent  of 
.the  terrible  loss  he  had  inflicted  upon  the  enemy, 
and  supposed  that  they  might  be  preparing  to 
again  attack  him.  To  create  an  impression  upon 
the  minds  of  the  rebels  that  his  reenforcements 
had  arrived,  he  ordered  his  men  to  raise  a  shout 
This  they  were  in  a  good  humor  to  do  anyhow ; 
and  a  lusty  cheer  made  Vaught's  Hill  and  all  the 
forests  round  it  fiurly  ring.  At  the  same  time, 
skirmishers  were  pushed  out  right  and  left.  The 
fire  from  the  rebel  artillery  redoubled  for  a  mo- 
ment, and  then  entirely  ceased. 

But  all  this  cannonading  on  the  enemy's  part, 
after  their  terrible  repulse  upon  the  left,  was  only 
for  the  purpose  of  concealing  and  covering  their 
retreat ;  and  when  our  skirmishers  advanced  to 
the  town,  not  a  rebel  was  to  be  found,  except 
some  who  were  so  badly  wounded  that  they  could 
not  be  carried  off. 

As  the  rebels  passed  through  Milton,  they  told 
such  of  the  inhabitants  as  had  not  run  away,  that 
they  had  entirely  beaten  Col.  Hall,  but  that  the 
arrival  of  reenforcements,  ten  thousand  strong, 
to  his  assistance,  had  compelled  them  to  retire. 
It  was,  in  fact,  two  hours  from  the  time  the  last 
rebel  disappeared,  until  the  head  of  the  reenforc- 
ing  oolunm  came  in  sight  of  Vaught's  Hill. 
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The  material  results  of  the  battle  hare  been 
already  stated.  Twenty  prisoners  were  left  in 
our  hands,  besides  the  wounded.  Seven  rebels 
were  killed,  and  a  proportionate  number  wound- 
ed, by  the  single  volley  with  which  the  Eightieth 
Illinois  repelled  the  column  of  cavalry  which  as- 
sailed our  right  Twenty-five  of  them  were  killed 
outright  in  their  final  grand  attack  upon  our  left, 
and  were  buried  where  they  fell.  Dr.  Keller, 
Surgeon  of  Morgan* s  brigade,  estimates  the  entire 
rebel  loss  at  not  less  than  four  hundred  killed 
and  wounded. 

Our  own  loss  was  six  killed,  one  at  least  mor- 
tally injured,  and  thirty-three  others  wounded. 

John  Morgan  is  said  to  have  been  exceedingly 
chary  about  exposing  his  own  person,  and  to 
have  remained  in  the  thicket  just  to  the  left  of 
the  town,  during  the  whole  course  of  the  fight 

I  can  only  remind  the  public  that  the  field- 
officers  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Indiana, 
engaged  in  this  fight  were  Lieut -CoL  Doan  and 
Major  Steele;  and  those  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Twenty-third  Illinois,  CoL  James  Monroe, 
Lieut -Col.  Bigge  and  Major  Connolly.  That  re- 
minder is  sufficient  praise. 

The  Eightieth  Illinois,  Col  Allen,  although  it 
lost  no  men,  is  not  to  blame  for  that  The  ene- 
my opposed  to  it  fled  at  a  single  volley. 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifth  Ohio  had  to  play, 
during  the  whole  battle,  the  trying  rdls  of  the 
reserves,  and  sustained  it  creditably  to  them- 
selves and  their  State. 

The  brave  Capt  Abram  C.  Van  Buskirk,  com- 
pany H,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-third  Illinois, 
was  killed  while  the  enemy  was  making  his  grand 
assault  upon  the  left,  van  Buskirk  wi^  shot 
through  the  cheek,  the  ball  passing  out  at  the 
back  of  his  head,  and  died  without  a  struggle  or 
a  g*oan. 

Thus  are  two  of  the  mock  heroes  of  the  rebel- 
lion, Morgan  and  Wheeler,  for  the  present  effect- 
ually "  played  out"  Pretty  well  done  for  one 
thousand  three  hundred  green  boys  from  the 
West  commanded  by  a  ^*  political''  colonel. 

Y.  S. 


Doc.  142. 
BATTLE    AT   BEAR    RIVER,    W.    T. 

BEPORT  OF  COLONEL  CONNOR. 

HiAOQUABTUS  DtSTBICT  OF  UtAH,  ^ 

Camp  Dovolas,  W.  T.,  February  6,  1863.     ) 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from 
Information  received  from  various  sources  of  the 
encampment  of  a  large  body  of  Indians  on  Bear 
River,  in  Washington  Territory,  one  hundred  and 
forty  miles  north  of  this  point,  who  had  murdered 
several  miners,  during  the  winter,  passing  to  and 
from  the  settlement  in  this  valley  to  the  Beaver 
Head  mines,  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
being  satisfied  that  they  were  part  of  the  same 
band  who  had  been  murdering  emigrants  on  the 
overland  mail  route  for  the  past  fifteen  years,  and 
the  principal  actors  and  leaders  in  the  horrid  mas- 
sacres of  the  past  summer,  I  determined,  although 
the  season  was  unfavorable  to  an  expedition,  in 


consequence  of  the  cold  wbather  and  deep  snow, 
to  chastise  them  if  possible.  Feeling  thai  secrecj 
was  the  truest  way  to'  success,  I  determined  to 
deceive  the  Indians  by  sending  a  small  force  in 
advance,  judging,  and  rightly,  that  they  would  not 
fear  a  small  number. 

The  Chief  Pocoletto  and  Sanpitch,  with  their 
bands  of  murderers,  are  still  at  large.  I  hope  to 
be  able  to  kill  or  capture  them  before  spring. 

If  I  succeed,  the  overland  route  west  of  the 
Rocky  Mountains  will  be  rid  of  the  Bedouins  who 
have  harassed  and  murdered  emigrants  on  that 
route  for  a  series  of  years. 

In  consequence  of  the  number  of  men  left  on 
the  route  with  frozen  feet,  and  those  with  the  train 
and  howitzers  and  guarding  the  cavalry  horses,  1 
did  not  have  to  exceed  two  hundred  men  engaged 
On  the  twenty-second  ult  I  ordered  companj  K, 
Third  infantry,  C.  V.,  Capt  Hoyt ;  two  howitz- 
ers, under  command  of  Lieutenant  Honeyman, 
and  twelve  men  of  the  Second  cavalry,  C.V,  with 
a  train  of  fifteen  wagons,  carrying  twelve  days* 
supplies,  to  proceed  in  that  direction.    On  ihe 
twenty-fourth  ult,  I  proceeded  with  detachments 
from  companies  A,  H,  K,  and  M,  Second  caTaliy, 
C.  v.,  numbering  two  hundred  and  twenty  m&i, 
accompanied  by  Muor  McOarry,  Second  caval- 
ry, C.  V. ;  Surgeon  Keid,  Third  infantry,  G.  V. ; 
Captains  McLean  and  Price,  and  Lieutenantj» 
Chkse,  Clark,  Quinn,  and  Conrod,  Second  C.  V. ; 
Major  Gallagher,   Third    infantry  and  Captain 
Berry,  Second  cavalry,  C.  V.,  who  were  present 
at  this  post  attending  general  oourt-oEiartial,  as 
volunteers.     I  marched  the  first  night  to  Brig- 
ham  City,  about  sixty-eight  miles  distant,  and 
the  second  night's  march  from  Camp  Douglas,    I 
overtook  the  infantry  and  artillery  at  the  town  of 
Mendcn,  and  ordered  them  to  mardi  again  that 
night     I  resumed  my  march  with  the  caralrv, 
and  overtook  the  infantry  at  Franklin,  W.  *f., 
about  twelve  miles  from  the  Indian  encampment 
I  ordered  Capt  Hoyt,  with  the  infantry,  howiti- 
ers,  and  train,  not  to  move  until  after  three  o^dock 
A.M.     I  moved  the  cavalry  in  about  one  hour  af- 
terward, passing  the  in&ntry,  artiUeiy,  and  wa- 
gons about  four  miles  fit)m  the  Indian  encamp- 
ment   As  daylight  was  approaching,  I  was  ap- 
prehensive that  the  Indians  would  discover  the 
strength  of  my  force,  and  make  their  escape.    I 
therefore  made  a  rapid  march  with  the  cavalry 
and  reached  the  bank  of  the  nver  8h<^ly  after 
daylight,  in  full  view  of  the  Indian  encampment, 
and  about  one  mile  distant     I  immediately  or- 
dered Major  McGarry  to  advance  with  the  caTil- 
ry,  and  surround,  before  attacking  them,  wMle  I 
remained  a, few  minutes  in  the  rear  to  give  orders 
to  the  infantry  and  artillery.     On  my  arrival  on 
the  field  I  found  that  Major  McGarry  had  £s- 
mounted  the  cavalry,  and  was  engaged  with  tiie 
Indians,  who  had  sallied  out  of  their  hidin^places 
on  foot  and  horseback,  and»  with  fiendish  maliz- 
nity,  waved  the  scalps  of  white  women,  and  chal- 
lenged the  troops  to  battle,  at  the  same  time  at- 
tacking them.     Finding  it  impossible  to  suTTx>und 
them,  m  consequence  of  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
he  accepted  their  challenge. 
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The  position  of  the  Indians  was  one  of  strong 
D&tunl  defences,  and  almost  inaccessible  to  the 
troops,  being  in  a  deep  dry  ravine  from  six  to 
twelve  feet  deep,  and  from  thirty  to  forty  feet 
wide,  with  very  abrupt  banks,  and  running  across 
lerel  Uble-land,  along  which  they  had  construct- 
ed steps  from  which  they  could  deliyer  their  fire 
without  being  themselves  exposed.     Under  the 
embankments  they  had  constructed  artificial  cov- 
ers of  willows,  thickly  woven  together,  from  be- 
hind which  they  could  fire  without  being  observed. 
After  being  engaged  about  twenty  minutes,  I 
foand  it  was  impossible  to  dislodge  them  without 
great  loss  of  life.     I  accordingly  ordered  Major 
McGury,  with  twenty  men,  to  turn  their  left 
flank,  which  was  in  the  ravine  where  it  entered 
the  mountain.     Shortly  afterward  Captain  Hoyt 
reached  the  ford,  three  fourths  of  a  mile  distant, 
but  found  it  impossible  to  cross  footmen,  some  of 
whom  tried  it,  however,  rushing  into  the  river, 
but  finding  it  deep  and  rapid,  retired.     I  imme- 
diately ordered  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  with  led 
horses  to  cross  the  infantry,  which  was  done  ac- 
cordingly, and  upon  their  arrival  upon  the  field  I 
ordered  them  to  the  support  of  Major  McGarry*s 
flanking  party,  who  shortly  afterward  succeeded 
in  tummg  the  enemy^s  flank.     Up  to  this  time, 
in  consequence  of  being  exposed  on  a  level  and 
open  plain,  while  the  Indians  were  under  cover, 
they  had  every  advantage  of  us,  fighting  with  the 
ferocity  of  demons.     My  men  fell  fast  and  thick 
around  me,  but  after  flanking  them  we  hi^  the 
advantage,  and  made  good  use  of  it     I  ordered 
the  flaniung  party  to  advance  down  the  ravine  on 
either  side,  which  gave  us  the  advantage  of  an  en- 
filading fire,  and  caused  some  of  the  Indians  to 
give  way  and  run  toward  the  north  of  the  ravine. 
At  this  point  I  had  a  company  stationed  who  shot 
them  as  they  ran  out     I  also  ordered  a  detach- 
ment of  cavalry  across  the  ravine  to  cut  ofi*  the 
retreat  of  any  fugitives  who  might  escape  the  com- 
pany at  the  mouth  of  the  ravine.     But  few  tried 
to  escape,  however,  but  continued  fighting  with 
unyielding  obstinacy,  firequently  engaging  hand 
to  hand  with  the  troops  until  killed  in  their  hiding- 
places.  The  most  of  those  who  did  escape  firom  the 
ravine  were  afterward  shot  in  attempting  to  swim 
the  river,  or  killed  while  desperately  fighting  un- 
der cover  of  the  dense  willow  thicket  which  lined 
the  river  banks. 

To  give  you  an  idea  of  the  desperate  character 
of  the  fight,  you  are  respectfully  referred  to  the 
list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  transmitted  here- 
with. The  fight  commenced  about  six  o'clock  in 
the  monung  and  continued  until  ten.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  battle  the  hands  of  some 
of  the  men  were  so  benumbed  with  cold  that  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  they  could  load  their 
pieces.  Their  suffering  during  the  march  was 
awful  beyond  description,  but  they  steadily  con- 
tinued without  regard  to  hunger,  cold,  or  thirat, 
not  a  murmur  escaping  them  to  indicate  their  sen- 
sibilities to  pain  or  fatigue,  llieir  uncomplaining 
endurance  during  their  four  nights'  march  from 
Camp  Douglas  to  the  battle-field  is  worthy  of  the 
highest  praise.    The  weather  was  intensely  cold, 


and  not  less  than  seventy-five  had  their  feet  froz- 
en, and  some  of  them,  I  fear,  will  be  crippled  for 
life.  I  should  mention  here  that  in  my  march 
fi*om  this  post  no  assistance  was  rendered  by  the 
Mormons,  who  seemed  indisposed  to  divulge  any 
information  regarding  the  Indians,  and  charged 
enormous  prices  for  every  article  furnished  my 
command.  I  have  also  to  report  to  the  General 
Commanding  that  previous  to  my  departure  Chief- 
Justice  Kenny,  of  Great  Salt  Lake  City,  made  a  rc- 
?uisition  for  troops  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the 
ndian  Chiefs  Bear  Hunter,  Somepitch,  and  Sand- 
wich. I  informed  the  Marshal  Uiat  my  arrange- 
ments for  an  expedition  against  the  Indians  were 
made,  and  that  it  was  not  my  intention  to  take 
any  prisoners,  but  that  he  could  accompany  me. 
Marshal  Gibbs  accordingly  accompanied  me,  and 
rendered  eflBcient  aid  in  caring  for  the  wounded. 
I  have  great  pleasure  in  awaiting  to  Major  Mc- 
Garry,  Q.C.C.V.,  Major  Gallagher,  and  Surgeon 
A.  R.  Reid,  Third  infantry  C.V.,  the  higUbst  praise 
for  their  skill,  gallantry,  and  bravery  throughout 
the  engagement  And  to  the  company  officers 
the  highest  praise  is  due,  without  invidious  dis- 
tinction, for  their  bravery,  courage,  and  deter- 
mination evinced  throughout  the  engagement 
Their  obedience  to  ordera,  attention,  kindness, 
and  care  for  the  wounded,  are  no  less  worthy  of 
notice.  Of  the  good  conduct  and  bravery  of  both 
officers  and  men  California  has  reason  to  be  proud. 

We  found  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  bodies 
on  the  field,  among  which  were  those  of  the  chiefs 
Bear  Hunt^,  Sagwich,  and  Leight  How  many 
more  were  killed  than  stated,  I  am  unable  to  say, 
as  the  condition  of  the  wounded  rendered  their 
immediate  removal  a  necessity.  I  was  unable  to 
examine  the  field.  I  captured  one  hundred  afid 
seventy-five  horses,  some  arms,  destroved  over 
seventy  lodges,  a  large  quantity  of  wheat  and 
other  provisions,  whicn  had  been  furnished  them 
by  the  Mormons.  Left  a  small  quantity  of  wheat 
for  the  sustenance  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  cap- 
tive squaws  and  children  whom  I  left  on  the  field. 

The  enemy  had  about  three  hundred  warriors, 
mostly  well  armed  with  rifles,  and  having  plenty 
of  ammunition,  which  rumor  says  they  received 
from  the  inhabitants  of  this  territory  in  exchange 
for  property  of  massacred  emigrants.  The  posi- 
tion of  the  Indians  was  one  of  great  natural 
strength,  and  had  I  not  succeeded  in  flanking 
them,  the  mortality  in  my  command  would  have 
been  terrible.  In  consequence  of  the  deep  snow 
the  howitzers  did  not  reach  the  field  in  time  to 
be  used  in  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully, 
your  abedient  servant^  P.  Edw.  Connor,'" 

Colonel  Third  Inftintry,  O.V.,  Commanding  District. 

To  Lieut-Col.  R.  C.  Drum, 

Aislitant  AilUutant-Qeneral  n.S.A.,  Department  Pacific. 

LETTER   VROH   GENERAL   HALLECK. 

Hbadqdartkbs  or  thv  Armt.        ) 
WABHniaTOir,  D.G.,  March  S9.  ) 

Brigadier- Of  en.  G,  Wright,  Commanding  Depart- 
ment of  the  Pacijle,  San  FVancieeo,  Calif omia : 
General  :  I  have  this  day  recived  your  letter 

*  See  Doc  118,  jiage  401,  ant^. 
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of  February  twentieth,  inclosing  Col.  P.  E.  Con- 
nor^ s  report  of  his  severe  battle  and  splendid  vic- 
tory in  Bear  River,  Washington  Territory.  After 
a  forced  march  of  one  hundred  and  fprty  miles  in 
mid- winter  and  through  deep  snows,  in  which  se- 
venty-six of  his  men  were  disabled  by  frozen  feet, 
he  and  his  gallant  band  of  only  two  hundred  at- 
tacked three  hundred  warriors  in  their  strong- 
hold, and  after  a  hard-fought  battle  of  four  hours 
destroyed  the  entire  band,  leaving  two  hundred 
and  twenty-four  dead  upon  the  field.  Our  loss  in 
the  battle  was  fourteen  killed  and  forty-nine 
wounded.  Colonel  Connor  and  the  brave  Third 
California  infantry  deserve  the  highest  praise  for 
their  gallant  and  heroic  conduct. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  Ha^lleck, 

General-ln-Chief. 


•  Doc.  148. 

CAPTURE  OF  MOUNT   STERLING.   KY. 

COLONEL  GARRARD*S  ACCOUNT. 

Camp  op  the  SKmrrH  Ohio  Catalrt,  ) 
Lbzikotov,  Kt.,  April  10,  1868.     f 

On  the  night  of  Friday,  March  twentieth,  at  ten 
o'clock,  I  received  an  order  to  report  at  once  at 
headquarters.  General  Gilmore  showed  me  a 
despatch  just  received  from  Col.  Walker,  Tenth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  dated  Hazel  Green,  stating 
that  he  had  "hemmed  Oluke  in,  and  that  his 
only  way  out  was  by  way  of  Lexington."  Col. 
Walker's  command  was  composed  of  the  Tenth 
Kentucky  cavalry,  and  a  portion  of  the  Forty- 
foyrth  Ohio  mounted  infantry,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Wilson. 

The  General's  opinion  was,  that  Cluke  would 
return  direct  to  Mount  Sterling  and  capture  the 
detachment  and  the  public  stores  at  that  place. 
Pegram  was,  at  that  time,  approaching  from  the 
Cumberland,  and  the  General  was  disposed  to 
concentrate  his  forces,  rather  than  disperse  them. 
Therefore,  instead  of  ordering  me  to  reenforce  the 
dct&chment  at  Mount  Sterling,  he  ordered  me  to 
Winchester,  a  point  half-way  between  Lexington 
and  Mount  Sterling,  and  ordered  Capt  Ratclifie, 
in  command  of  Mount  Sterling,  to  fall  back  on 
Winchester. 

This  order  was  received  by  Captain  Ratcliffe 
about  twenty-four  hours  before  he  was  attacked, 
and  was  deliberately  disobeyed  by  him.  He  de- 
cided that  ho  was  strong  enough  to  hold  the 
place,  and  refused  to  fall  back  on  Winchester. 
Of  this  determination  to  disobey  the  General's 
order  he  sent  me  no  notice.  On  reaching  Win- 
chester I  went  into  camp,  and  awaited  the  arrival 
of  the  forces  from  Mount  Sterling.  My  orders 
were,  to  guard  carefully  the  approaches  to  Win- 
chester, and  particularly  the  country  between 
Winchester  and  the  ferries,  on  the  Kentucky 
River.  I  sent  out  strong  patrols  on  the  roads  I 
wished  to  observe,  with  orders  to  them  to  return 
to  camp  at  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning.  My 
command  consisted  of  three  hundred  and  flfky  of 
the  Seventh  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry,  a  section  of 


Laws'  howitzer-battery,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Twenty-second  Michigan  infantry. 

At  four  o'clock  precisely  on  Sunday  momiog,  I 
received  a  letter  from  Captain  Ratdiflfe,  stating 
that  an  old  negro  had  come  to  him  with  infor- 
mation that  Lieutenant-Colonel  Stoner  and  three 
hundred  of  Cluke's  men  were  camped  on  the 
0  wings ville  road,  about  five  miles  from  Mount 
Sterling,  and  that  they  were  goiilg  over  to  the 
Maysvule  road.  He  did  not  inform  me  that  an 
immediate  attack  was  apprehended,  asked  for  i 
reenforcement  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  mount- 
ed men,  and  said  he  could  hold  the  place  untfl 
they  arrived.  I  gave  this  communication  full 
consideration,  and  decided  that  it  was  not  mj 
duty  to  move  from  my  post  until  the  return  of 
my  patrols  assured  me  that  no  portion  of  Cluke's 
command  was  moving  on  the  district  intrusted 
to  me. 

I  remained  up  about  an  hour,  and  thto  hj 
down  and  slept  till  reveille,  which  was  soon  after. 
As  soon  as  my  patrols  reported  that  there  wu 
no  movement  of  the  enemy  near  Winchester,  I 
started  for  Mount  Sterling  with  the  cavi^  and 
howitzers  leaving  the  infantry  posted  in  the  court- 
house. When  a  mile  out  on  the  road,  I  met  a 
post-train  loaded  with  wood,  on  its  way  to  Lex- 
ington. T  ordered  this  train  to  be  unloaded,  and 
ordered  the  infantry  to  follow  me  in  the  wagons 
with  all  the  speed  they  could  make.  The  in&ntrj 
were  able  to  reach  Mount  Sterling,  in  this  war, 
a  short  time  after  I  had  passed  through  the 
town.  They  halted  there,  as  they  had  no  hope 
of  overtaking  me,  as  I  quickened  my  march  from 
a  trot  to  a  gallop  on  learning  that  Cluke  had  but 
four  miles  the  start  of  me  out  of  the  town. 

I  was  much  assisted  in  obtaining  correct  infor- 
mation by  Major  Hawley  Smith,  who  met  me  on 
the  road  near  Winchester.  It  is  well  enough  to 
state  here,  that,  with  the  inferior  force,  I  compel- 
led Cluke  to  abandon  his  ammunition  and  pro- 
vision train,  even  to  his  ambulance,  and  got  a 
scare  on  him  which  kept  him  travellii^  until  mid- 
night Prisoners  taken  from  his  command  a  few 
days  afterward  by  Captain  Rankin,  company  £, 
Seventh  Ohio  volunteer  cavalry,  repented  that  wi 
killed  eight  and  wounded  some  fifteen  of  their 
men.  I  have  no  further  information  of  this  than 
the  prisoners'  report 

Mi\jor  Brown  is  able  to  state  from  his  own  ob- 
servation, how  much  less  was  aooomplished  bv 
the  first  expedition  after  Cluke  that  consisted  of 
superior  forces  to  Cluke's.  He  may  also,  pefhaps. 
be  able  to  account  for  the  fact  that  Cluke  slipped 
through  the  forces  that  went  after  him  to  Hazd 
Green,  and  got  back  to  Mount  Steriing  twenty- 
four  hours  or  more  in  advance  of  the  mounted 
troops  under  Col.  Walker  and  Lieut -CoL  Wikoa 
To  be  twenty-four  hours  behind  the  enemy  that 
was  niarching  in  the  direction  of  the  important 
post  at  Mount  Sterling  is  a  phenomenon  in  caval- 
ry movements  that  ought  certainly  to  occupy  the 
attention  of  Major  Brown,  to  the  exclusion  of  any 
thing  that  was  done  by  the  Seventh  cavahry. 

My  movement  to  Mount  Sterling  was  a  volun- 
tary one,  and  not  under  any  order.    My  orden 
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took  me  no  further  than  Winchester.  I  was  fully 
informed  of  the  orders  that  had  heen  sent  to 
CapUin  Ratcliffe  to  fall  back  on  Winchester,  and 
of  the  plan  by  which  the  men  and  stores  at  Mount 
Sierling  were  to  be  protected. 

Whm  called  on  to  act  in  direct  violation  of  the 
General's  plan,  I  determined  not  to  do  it,  until  I 
was  fully  satisfied,  by  the  report  of  my  patrols, 
that  I  had  no  work  on  hand  near  my.  own  post. 
I  marched  on  the  instant  my  patrols  reported, 
and  marched  as  rapidly  as  was  consistent  with 
the  object  of  my  having  horses  fit  for  service 
when  I  came  up  with  the  enemy. 

I  am  not  able  to  perceive  that  there  was  any 
fault  in  the  plans  of  the  General,  or  any  neglect 
in  issuing  and  delivering  the  orders  necessary  to 
carry  them  out ;  nor  am  I  able  to  perceive  cither 
coTumoQ-sense  or  military  propriety  in  these  at- 
tempts to  shield  Captain  Radcliffe  from  responsi- 
bility for  the  nuinifest  consequences  of  his  dis- 
obedience of  the  General's  orders.  The  habit- 
ual vice  of  the  press  is  loose  abuse  of  command- 
ing officers,  and  ignorant  criticism  of  military 
morements. 

My  regiment  has  taken  an  honorable  part  in 
all  the  expeditions  after  Gluke,  and  I  therefore 
feel  at  liberty  to  say,  that  to  capture  or  extermi- 
nate a  small  and  well-mounted  band  of  horsemen, 
without  any  incumbrance  of  army  train,  in  a  coun- 
try they  are  familiar  with,  and  which  they  travel 
over  in  any  direction,  without  regard  to  roads,  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  of  all  military  operations. 
My  intimate  acquaintance  with  all  the  movements 
enables  me  also  to  say,  in  reply  to  newspaper 
correspondents,  that  General  Gilmore  has  always 
furnished  liberally  to  the  colonels  commanding 
in  the  field  all  the  forces  needed  to  clean  Cluke 
out,  and  that  he  has  not  prevented  their  success 
by  orders  interfering  with  their  plans.  That 
Cluke  has  not  been  destroyed  by  the  superior 
forces  that  have  pursued  him,  is  not  the  fault  of 
the  General  commanding  the  district  The  vari- 
•  ous  colonels,  lieutenant-colonels,  majors,  and  cap- 
tains who  have  made  the  failures,  had  better 
distribute  the  blame  among  themselves,  and  in- 
struct theur  letter-writers  accordingly.  It  is  the 
right  thing  to  do. 

Very  respectfully,         Israel  Garrard, 

Colonel  Serenth  Ohio  Yolonteer  CaTaby. 


Doc.  144 
CAPTURE    OF    PONCHATOULA,  LA. 

A   NATIONAL   ACCOUNT. 
Oa  BoABO  U.  8.  BnAM  Tbakspobt  GnruuL ) 

BaXKS,  LaXB  PONCHABTRAIJf,  LA.,  > 

Saturday  April  4, 1868.     ) 

The  steamer  from  whose  deck  I  write  you  is 
Wng  aground  off  Manchac  Pass,  with  the  One 
Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth  regiment  New-York  vol- 
unteers (Second  Duryea  Zouaves)  aboard,  just 
returning  from  a  successful  expedition  against 
the  rebels  at  Ponchatoula. 

This  regiment,  since  its  arrival  at  New-Orleans 
early  in  January,  has  been  encamped  five  miles 


from  that  city,  within  an  extensive  breastwork 
first  thrown  up  by  the  enemy,  and  afterward 
strengthened  by  the  Union  forces,  known  as  "  the 
parapet.*'  There  its  commandant,  Lieut -Colonel 
Abel  Smith,  Jr.,  by  dint  of  constant  drilling  and 
the  severest  discipline,  has  made  it  one  of  the 
most  efiicient  corps  in  the  service.  The  defences 
of  New-Orleans  having  been  placed  under  the 
charge  of  General  Sherman,  this  regiment  was 
added  to  his  command,  and  has  been  very  highly 
complimented  by  him  on  various  occasions  and 
in  published  orders.  Their  showy  and  distinct- 
ive uniform,  the  praise  bestowed  upon  them, 
their  confidence  in  their  officers,  (with  a  single 
exception  all  tried  soldiers,)  and  a  growing  self- 
confidence  inspired  by  a.  consciousness  of  con- 
stant improvement  in  the  school  of  the  soldier, 
gradually  begot  in  the  Zouaves  an  esprit  du  eorpt 
which  has  evinced  itself  vividly  in  the  little  fight 
whose  details  I  am  about  to  give  you. 

The  defence  of  New-Orleans  required,  in  the 
judgment  of  General  Sherman,  the  construction 
of  a  work  at  Manchac  Pass  which  might  prevent 
any  approach  of  the  enemy  on  the  line  of  the 
New-Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad.  Some  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  rebels  to  repossess  the  city  in 
the  absence  of  General  Banks  with  the  bulk  of 
the  forces  at  Baton  Rouge  and  Port  Hudson*  was 
anticipated.  In  order  that  a  fortification  might 
be  thrown  up  at  this  point  without  interruption, 
it  became  necessary  to  interpose  a  force  between 
it  and  the  enemy.  Accordingly,  Colonel  Thomas 
S.  Clark,  of  the  Sixth  regiment  Michigan  volun- 
teers, was  placed  in  command  of  a  force  consist- 
ing of  his  own  regiment,  the  S^uaves,  and  de- 
tachments of  the  Ninth  regiment  Connecticut 
volunteers,  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-seventh 
New- York  volunteers,  Fourteenth  and  Twenty- 
fourth  regiments  Maine  volunteers,  and  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  with  directions  to  capture  Poncha- 
toula, an  important  station  on  the  Jackson  Rail- 
road, ten  miles  beyond  the  Pass.  The  forces  of 
the  enemy  at  this  place  were  variously  estimated, 
and 'Colonel  Clark's  plan  was  to  take  them  by 
surprise,  attacking  them  simultaneously  in  front, 
flank  and  rear.  Colonel  Smith,  with  the  ZouaVes, 
was  to  make  the  attack  in  front  The  rest  of  the 
forces  were  to  proceed  in  schooners  up  the  Ticka- 
faw  river,  and  disembarking  take  the  enemy  in 
fiank  and  rear.  Colonel  Smith  was  ordered  to 
proceed  to  a  point  three  miles  from  Ponchatoula, 
and  when  he  should  hear  three  guns  fired  by 
Colonel  Clark  —  the  signal  that  he  was  in  the 
enemy's  rear  —  to  commence  the  attack. 

On  Monday  morning,  March  twenty-third,  in  a 
pelting  rain,  the  Zouaves  commenced  their  march 
over  the  trestle-work  of  the  railroad,  and  a  la- 
borious and  disagreeable  march  it  was.  The  road 
runs  through  an  impenetrable  swamp,  and  the 
rails  are  laid  on  rafters,  elevated  six  or  eight  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  surrounding  weeds  and 
water.  The  men  lea}>ed  from  beam  to  beam, 
gauging  every  step  where  one  false  one  might  be 
their  last.  Arrived  at  North  Manchac  Pass,  they 
were  compelled  to  cross  it  over  a  long  bridge, 
which  the  enemy  had  so  far  destroyed  by  fire 
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that  one  could  barely  pick  his  way  across  it,  bal- 
ancing himself  on  charred  and  crumbling  rafters, 
Just  wide  enough  to  pass  over  singly,  or  jumping, 
at  imminent  risk,  from  wet  and  slippery  sleeper 
to  wet  and  slippery  sleeper.  Just  beyond,  the 
advance-guard  encountered  the  enemy^s  pickets, 
and  kept  up  a  running  fire,  driving  them  before 
it  The  first  shot  fired  (by  Corporal  Barker, 
company  A)  killed  the  captain  of  a  rebel  schooner 
which,  with  another  vessel,'  both  laden  with  cot- 
ton, was  afterward  captured  and  sent  to  New- 
Orleans.  That  night  the  men  bivouacked  on  the 
track,  cold,  wet,  and  hungry,  and  disturbed  at  in- 
tervals by  picket-firing,  at  a  point  a  few  miles 
fi-om  Ponchatoula.  At  daybreak  next  morning 
the  march  was  cautiously  resumed,  the  advance 
constantly  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  At  mid- 
day the  column  emerged  from  the  thickly-wooded 
marsh  into  an  open  tract  of  country,  which  the 
railroad  traversed  for  a  mile.  The  marsh  on  each 
side  of  the  narrow  track  was  still  too  deep  for  a 
man  to  wade  through.  At  the  further  end  of  this 
open  space  commenced  a  tract  of  thickly-wooded 
and  comparatively  dry  land,  and  here  it  was 
found  that  the  enemy  had  resolved  to  make  a 
stand.  The  woods  were  filled  with  their  sharp- 
shooters, and  they  had  obstructed  the  only  ap- 
proach on  the  railroad  track.  From  this  bar- 
ricade and  from  the  trees  the  enemy  kept  up  a 
constant  fire  upon  our  men,  while  the  latter 
constructed  a  barricade,  tearing  up  a  portion  of 
the  track.  This  was  the  point  at  which  Colonel 
Smith  had  been  directed  to  wait  Colonel  Clark's 
signal.  At  the  very  same  point  last  summer, 
while  a  force  of  Union  troops  was  advancing,  the 
enemy  brought  down  a  piece  of  artillery  on  a  car, 
and  caused  their  precipitate  retreat  with  great 
loss.  Our  men  on  this  occasion  tore  up  the  track 
for  some  distance,  in  order  to  prevent  a  similar 
occurrence.  Meantime  the  firing  waxed  pretty 
hot,  and  the  enemy,  doubtless  seeking  to  gain 
time,  sent  out  a  flag  of  truce,  which  invited  CoL 
Smith  to  a  conference  with  the  rebel  commander, 
Lieut -Colonel  Miller,  of  Mississippi.  A  parley 
ensued,  and  an  interchange  of  communications 
between  the  two  commanders  with  regard  to  the 
cotton  captured  on  the  schooners  —  Col.  Miller 
declaring  that  it  was  the  property  of  British  sub- 
jects. This  ended,  hostilities  were  resumed,  and 
Colonel  Smith  soon  after  hearing  the  signal  of 
CoL  Clark,  advanced  with  his  regiment  against 
the  rebel  position.  The  secessionists  waited  only 
long. enough  to  exchange  a  few  shots,  and  then 
took  refuge  in  the  woods.  The  Zouaves  clamber- 
ed over  the  barricade,  and  advanced  toward  Pon- 
chatoula. None  of  our  men  were  killed  in  this 
skirmish,  and  only  three  were  wounded,  all  of 
them  slightly.  The  Zouaves  now  advanced  to- 
ward the  town,  and  soon  learned  that  Col.  Clark, 
with  his  forces,  after  a  sharp  sldrmishing  with 
the  enemy,  driving  them  before  him,  had  captur- 
ed the  place.  The  conduct  of  the  men  in  the 
whole  afiair  was  unexceptionable.  That  night 
the  weary  and  hungry  soldiers  had  plenty  to  eat, 
and  slept  in  the  streets  of  the  village.  The  next 
day  the  railroad  bridges  beyond  the  town  having 


been  burned,  and  every  thing  valuable  to  the  ene- 
my seized  or  destroyed.  Colonel  Clark,  in  ic- 
cordance  with  his  instructions,  fell  back  on  iht 
line  of  the  railroad,  and  held  it  until  the  fortifi- 
cation at  Manchac  Pass  was  so  far  completed  u 
to  render  it  no  longer  necessaiy  to  interpose 
troops  between  it  and  the  enemy.  In  withdraw- 
ing, the  Zouaves  brought  up  the  rear,  burning 
the  bridges  and  trestle-work  behind  them,  and 
yesterday  they  embarked  for  the  "Parapet" 
again.  In  this  necessarily  contracted  outline  of 
the  expedition,  I  have  omitted  many  details 
which  it  is  pleasanter  to  recur  to  than  it  was  to 
realize.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
wounded  Zouaves :  Elias  Tucker,  James  &adr, 
Joseph  Reilly.  As  before  stated,  none  of  them 
were  much  hurt  The  long  nights  of  the  bivouac 
in  a  Louisiana  swamp ;  the  alligators  that  were 
killed ;  the  poisonous  snakes  that  came  out  of 
the  water  to  visit  us ;  the  mosquitoes  that  worried 
us;  the  screech  owls  that  made  night  hideous; 
all  these  are  perhaps  better  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. Campaigning  in  Louisiana  in  all  these 
little  respects  is  very  much  more  disagreeable 
than  it  is  in  Virginia.  Appended  are  the  official 
reports  of  the  expedition : 

COLONEL  CLARn  HEPOST. 

Maxcrac  PASi,  La.,  Ifaxch  t9,  IM. 
Captain : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  orders  of  date  March 
twentieth,  1863, 1  proceeded  with  my  command  to 
Frenier  Station,  on  the  morning  of  the  twentr- 
first)  and  there  bivouacked  for  the  night,  assum- 
ing command  at  that  post  I  found  four  com- 
panies, General  Nickerson's  brigade,  at  Frenier 
and  De  Sair  Stations.  On  Sunday,  the  twentr- 
second,  at  seven  a.m.,  I  proceeded  with  the  com- 
mand to  Manchac  Pass,  leaving  about  one  hun- 
dred men  to  guard  the  bayou  and  road  in  mj 
rear. 

Arrived  at  South  Manchac  Pass  at  one  p.m. 
same  day;  at  six  p.x.  four  schooners  and  one 
small  stumer  containing  five  companies  of  CoL 
Smith's  regiment,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth 
New- York  volunteers,  one  company  of  mj  own 
regiment,  two  rifle  field-pieces  in  cnarge  of  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Ninth  Connecticut  volunteers, 
and  a  launch  mounting  one  rifle,  manned  by  de- 
tachment of  Ninth  (>>nn6cticut  volunteers,  ar- 
rived. On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-third  I 
debarked  the  One  Hun£ed  and  Sixty-fifth  New- 
York  volunteers;  placed  one  field-piece  on  the 
north  side  of  the  island,  where  the  rulroad  bridge 
crosses  the  North  Pass,  and  embarked  the  troops 
brought  by  me  fivm  Frenier,  oonsjating  of  the 
Sixth  regiment  Michigan  volunteers,  two  small 
companies  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-serentii 
New- York  volunteers,  one  company  Fourteenth 
Maine,  and  one  company  Twenty-fourth  Maine 
volunteers. 

The  embarkafaon  was  made  in  the  midst  of  a 
terrible  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  which  ddayed 
us  very  much.  I  now  directed  Colond  Smith  to 
proceed  up  the  railroad,  to  within  three  miles  of 
Ponchatoula,  take  position,  and  hold  Cho  patt 
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until  he  heard  the  signal  of  attack  from  me  at 
Wftdesboro  Landing,  when  he  was  to  advance, 
and  fonn  a  junction  with  me  at  Ponchatoula.  I 
then  proceeded,  with  the  main  body  of  the  troops, 
up  the  Tickafaw  Rirer,  and  Ponchatoula  Greek,  to 
Wftdesboro  Landing,  three  miles  from  Poncha- 
toula. Owing  to  the  great  difficulty  of  navigation 
in  the  creek,  from  its  extremely  tortuous  course, 
we  did  not  arrive  at  Wadesboro  until  about  noon 
of  the  twenty-fourth.  I  immediately  debarked 
the  troops,  tlu^w  out  skirmishers,  and  advanced 
toward  Ponchatoula.  About  a  half-mile  from  the 
landing,  we  found  the  enemy's  skirmishers  in 
strong  force ;  and  believing,  from  the  number  of 
skirmishers,  that  the  enemy  were  in  stronger  force 
than  we  had  supposed,  immediately  formed  line 
of  battle,  and  advanced  three  companies  ahead 
skinnishing.  We  drove  them  steadily  before  us, 
the  main  body  never  coming  within  range  of  their 
fire,  into  and  through  Pondiatoula. 

I  immediately  sent  four  companies,  under  com- 
mand of  Captain  Trask,  Fourteenth  Maine  volun- 
teers, to  the  bridge  across  the  Ponchatoula  Creek, 
two  miles  above  Ponchatoula,  and  despatched  a 
messenger  to  CoL  Smith,  to  inform  him  that  we 
occupied  the  tovni.  Col.  Smith's  regiment  arriv- 
ed about  three  p.il  He  had  a  sharp  skirmish, 
loosing  three  men  woimded,  but  drove  the  enemy 
before  hiuL 

The  enemy  made  a  slight  stand  at  the  bridge, 
and  I  sent  up  four  companies,  under  Col.  Bacon, 
to  make  the  work  sure.  They  destroyed  that 
bridge,  and  also  a  smaller  one  a  mile  this  side. 
Having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion thus  far,  and  believing  the  village  of  Poncha- 
toula coald  not  be  held  against  forces  greater  than 
mj  own,  I  orderecl  the  schooners  and  gunboat  in 
Ponchatoula  Creek,  to  the  North  Pass,  and  fell  | 
back,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-fifth,  to  a 
point  three  miles  south  of  Ponchatoula,  on  the 
nulroad,  with  the  main  body  of  my  command, 
leaving  six  companies  at  Ponchatoula,  under  Ma^ 
jor  Clarke,  Sixth  regiment  Michigan  volunteers, 
u  picket  and  provost-guard,  with  orders  to  fall 
bddc  on  the  main  body  in  case  of  attack.  I  here 
erected  a  small  battery  of  railroad  iron,  and  mount- 
ed one  of  the  field-pieces  in  charge  of  the  detach- 
ment of  the  Ninth  Connecticut  volunteers.  On 
the  evening  of  tiie  twenty-sixth,  the  enemy  ap- 
peared in  strong  force,  and  attacked  our  pickets 
&t  Ponchatoula^  the  pickets  immediately  retiring 
to  the  main  body,  at  the  point  spoken  of. 

No  firing  took  place  after  the  skirmishers  re- 
treated. As  far  as  we  can  learn,  they  have  a 
force  consisting  of  two  thousand  infantry,  three 
hundred  cavalry,  and  two  twelve-pound  field- 
pieces. 

The  point  occupied  by  us  could  have  been  easi- 
ly held  against  this  force,  but  owing  to  the  diffi- 
culty of  getting  rations  for  the  troops  up  from 
the  Pat»,  I  determined  to  fall  back  to  the  bend 
in  the  railroad,  about  eight  miles  this  side  of  Pon- 
chatoula, and  did  so  last  night,  where  I  now  am. 
I  tm  erecting  a  small  battery  at  this  point  I 
forgot  to  mention,  that  on  our  arrival  at  Wades- 
boro Landing,  we  found  the  schooner  L.  H.  Davis 


in  flames.    We  al8o*found  two  schooners  loaded 
with  cotton. 

We  have  captured  some  twelve  prisoners,  which 
have  been  sent  on  to  New-Orleans.  Owing  to  the 
very  bad  weather,  the  march  over  the  trestle- 
work  fi*om  Kenner  was  not  only  difficult,  but 
dangerous,  and  many  of  our  men  were  compelled 
to  faJ]  out,  by  means  of  hurts  received  by  falling 
through  the  trestle-work.  The  skirmish  on  the 
twenty-fourth,  was  conducted  by  Capts.  Griffin, 
company  A ;  Montgomery,  company  H ;  and  Lieu- 
tenant Dickey,  company  E,  Sixth  Michigan  vol- 
unteers, who  bore  themselves  admirably ;  and  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-sixth,  by  company  D, 
Sixth  Michigan  volunteers,  under  Lieut.  Mcllvaine, 
and  company  R,  under  Capt  Chapman,  and  com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-fifth  New-York 
volunteers,  Captain  Thorpe ;  the  whole  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Clarke,  Sixth  Michigan  volunteers ; 
and  the  pickets  were  brought  in  in  good  shape. 

I  feel  very  much  obliged  to  Lieut-CoL  Smith, 
for  his  hearty  and  effective  codperation  through- 
out the  entire  expedition.  Lieut  C.  W.  Stone, 
Quartermaster  of  the  expedition,  has  labored 
earnestly  and  efficiently,  and  accomplished  a 
great  deal  with  very  few  facilities. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  returning 
my  thanks  for  the  assistance  rendered  me  by 
Capt  Perce,  of  your  staff,  during  his  stay  with 
me.  He  was  continually  by  my  side,  ready  to  as- 
sist me  in  every  possible  way.  Capt  Bailey  also 
rendered  me  valuable  service  in  the  erection  of 
breastworks.  I  inclose  Col.  Smith's  report ;  also 
a  communication  from  the  enemy. 

My  total  loss  is  nine  wounded — ^none  seriously ; 
while  the  enem  v  is  reported  at  three  killed  and 
eleven  wounded — one  mortally. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
I  have  the  honor  to  bo. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Thos.  S.  Clark. 

Oolonel  Oommandlng  Exp«ditioD. 

To  Capt  W.  Hoffman, 

AttUtant  A4jataat-Qenenil,  New-Orleans,  La. 
COLONEL   SMITHES   BEPORT. 

HBXDQUASTnS  OVK  HuaDBKD  AHD  SlXTT-nrTH  Rmt.  N.T.  V.,  ) 

PoircHATOOLA,  Marcfa  20, 1868.     ) 

Lieut.  Dichey,  A.A.A.G.: 

Lieutenant  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  Colonel  com- 
manding, I  disembarked  my  battalion,  on  the 
morning  of  the  twenty-third,  at  about  half-past 
eight  A.M.,  and  took  up  the  march  about  half- 
past  ten  A.M.,  along  the  railroad,  across  Jones's 
Island,  to  the  North  Pass,  which  I  crossed  imme- 
diately, and  halted  on  the  north  side  in  obedience 
to  orders,  sending  out  an  advanced-guard.  They 
discovered  a  rebel  picket  about  one  mile  beyond, 
guarding  two  schooners  loaded  with  cotton.  They 
drove  me  pickets  before  them,  and  seized  the 
schooners.  The  captain  of  one  of  the  schooners 
was  killed,  while  coming  toward  us  to  notify  me 
(as  was  alleged  by  his  companion)  that  the  cotton 
belonged  to  the  subjects  of  a  foreign  power.  Not 
hearing  ftirther  firom  the  colonel  commanding,  I 
pushed  on  across  the  trestle-work,  and  birouack 


474 


REBELLION   RECORD,  1862-6S. 


ed  for  the  night  on  the  raiU*olid,  the  rebel  pickets 
keeping  up  a  continued  firing  during  the  night 
At  daybreak,  I  moved  forward,  and  halted  at  the 
opening  in  the  pine  woods.  This  was  a  very 
strong  position,  and  could  have  been  successfully 
held  against  a  large  force  by  a  very  few  men ; 
and  as  I  had  been  ordered  to  remain  at  this 

Flace,  until  hearing  the  signal  from  CoL  Clarke, 
did  not  attempt  to  move  further  on,  but  only  to 
hold  my  position.  At  twelve  m.,  a  flag  of  truce 
advanc^  from  Col.  Miller,  commanding  the  rebel 
forces,  when  I  received  from  him  the  inclosed 
communication,  in  relation  to  the  cargoes  of  the 
two  schooners.  You  will  also  please  find  inclos- 
ed my  answer  to  the  communication.  At  about 
one  P.M.,  I  heard  the  signal,  and  advanced  and 
drove  the  enemy  into  the  woods.  About  two 
miles  from  Ponchatoula,  we  met  the  party  sent 
by  the  Colonel  commanding,  to  inform  us  that  he 
was  in  the  town ;  moved  rapidly  forward,  and  ar- 
rived here  about  three  p.  il  I  have  to  report  thi'ee 
men  wounded  slightly. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

Abel  Smith,  Jr., 

LieQt.-CoL  Comromnding. 

We  have  word  that  a  second  expedition  is  pre- 
paring, in  which  the  Zouaves  are  to  take  part. 
There  is  an  excellent  state  of  feeling  among  the 
men.  They  are  anxious  to  see  service,  and  when 
they  do,  you  may  depend  that  they  will  render  a 
good  account  of  themselves.  The  following  are 
Uie  officers  of  the  regiment: 

Lieut -Colonel  Commanding — Abel  Smith,  Jr. 

Major — Gouvemeur  Carr. 

Surgeon — James  Ferguson. 

Assistant  Surgeon — George  C.  Hubbard. 

Acting  Adjutant — Lieut  Chas.  R.  CarviUe. 

Quartermaster — Asher  M.  Ellsworth. 

Aid — Nathan  S.  Putnam. 

Company  A. — Captain,  Felix  Agnus;  First 
Lieutenant,  E.  Hampton  Mulford;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Charles  A.  Walker. 

Company  B. — Captain,  Henry  W.  Hicks,  Jr. ; 
First  Lieutenant,  Edward  G.  Hoffman;  Second 
Lieutenant,  De  Forest  H.  Thomae. 

Company  C.  —  Captain  Wm,  W.  Stephenson; 
First  Lieutenant,  W.  Henry  Vance ;  Second  Lieu- 
tenant, Gustave  F.  Lipquist 

Company  D. — Captain,  Wm.  R.  French ;  First 
Lieutenant,  Barry  Fox. 

Company  E. — Captain,  Henry  C.  Inwood ;  First 
Lieutenant,  John  P.  Morris ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
E.  Bayard  Webster. 

Company  F. — Captain,  Gould  H.  Thorpe ;  First 
Lieutenant,  James  B.  Vose ;  Second  Lieutenant, 
Wm.  J.  Walker. 

There  has  been  one  death  by  disease,  and  three 
men  have  been  accidentally  killed  since  the  r^- 
ment  left  New- York,  on  &e  eighteenth  of  De- 
cember last  Private  Spicer  J.  Ruderow,  of  com- 
pany A,  died,  in  January,  of  typhoid  fever.  Cor- 
poral David  Brown,  of  company  D,  was  shot  dur- 
ing the  same  month,  while  on  guard,  by  the  ac- 
cidental falling  of  a  stack  of  muskets.  Private 
Geo.  Hoctor,  and  Corporal  Andrew  Jackson,  both 
of  company  E,  were  killed  last  week.     The  firsts 


while  on  guard,  was  acddentaUy  shot  by  the  cor- 
poral of  the  guard ;  the  last  was  killed  by  a  piece 
of  shell,  fired  from  the  United  States  gunbiut 
Portsmouth,  which,  by  some  strange  carelessness, 
burst  over  the  camp  of  the  Zouaves.  Thej  were 
all  estimable  men,  and  their  early  death  h  deep- 
ly r^;retted.  It  has  been  proposed  by  General 
Banks  to  convert  the  battalion  into  a  regiment  of 
mounted  Zouaves.  The  matter  is  under  coosid- 
eration.  It  would  make  a  magnificent  and  dash- 
ing cavalry  corps.  Epistologeaphos. 


Doc.  146. 
OFFICIAL    CORRESPONDENCE 

BETWEEN   GOVERNOR   STANLT    AND    GENERAL    BOL 
MAJOR-GENERAL  HILL  TO  GOVERNOR  STAXLT. 

GouMBOBO,  N.  G.,  March  24, 1?^ 

ffis  Excellency  B.  Stanly ^  Military  Goterm^ 

of  N<n'th' Carolina : 

Sir  :  A  letter  from  you  to  Major-General  French 
has  been  referred  to  me  as  his  successor.  It  was 
with  deep  mortification  and  pain  I  perceiTcd  that 
a  son  of  the  proud  and  honored  house  of  Stanlj 
should  so  far  forget  his  noble  lineage  as  to  de- 
scend to  low  abuse  of  his  own  people  for  the  sake 
of  pleasing  his  Yankee  masters.  It  is  true  that 
some  fiouses  were  burnt  in  Plymouth  by  con- 
federate troops.  It  is  alleged  that  it  was  done  to 
oust  some  Yankee  thieves  and  marauders  who 
had  taken  shelter  in  them.  I  hope  that  ttiis  is 
so,  and  that  the  act  was  not  one  of  wanton  wick- 
edness. It  is  plain,  however,  that  if  the  Yankee 
scoundrels  had  been  at  home  attending  to  their 
own  business,  Plymouth  would  not  have  beea 
disturbed.  The  burden  of  the  sin  rests,  there- 
fore, upon  the  brutal  invaders  of  a  peaceful  and 
peace-loving  people. 

May  I  not  hope  that  your  Excellency,  the  Mili- 
tary Governor  of  North-Carolina,  having  rebuked 
confederate  atrocities,  will  devote  a  portion  of 
your  valuable  time  to  the  excesses  of  the  infernal 
Yankees  ?  In  the  gubernatorial  peregrinations  of 
your  Excellency  from  Currituck  to  Cherokee  — 
the  seaboard  to  the  mountains  —  you  must  have 
been  struck  with  the  remarkable  fact  that  tliere 
are  more  houses  burnt  in  a  few  eastern  counties 
than  in  all  the  rest  of  the  great  State  over  which 
your  Excellency  presides. 

It  is  observable  that  the  counties  so  desolated 
are  those  in  which  the  Yankee  friends  of  your 
Excellency  have  been  able  to  penetrate,  lour 
Yankee  master,  Foster,  is  accustomed  to  make 
raids  whenever  he  learns  that  his  forces  exceed  the 
confederate  five  to  one.  Your  Excellence'  is  well 
aware  that  the  path  of  this  murderer  and  free U)ot- 
er  has  ever  been  marked  by  the  glare  of  buruio^ 
churches,  school-houses,  private  residences,  barDS» 
stables,  fences,  etc.,  etc  Your  Excellency  ma/ 
have  some  influence  with  these  brigands,  and  a 
gentle  hint  to  them  that  this  may  not  be  the  best 
way  of  restoring  the  Union  would  doubtless  mv*et 
with  their  respectful  attention. 

North-Carolina  is  peculiarly  happy  to  hare  two 
Qovemors  in  this  sad  crisis. '  Her  civil  Gorenor 
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at  Raleigh  has  often  bared  his  bosom  to  the  dead- 
ly bullet  in  defence  of  his  native  State.  Her 
military  Governor  has  not  thought  it  prudent  to 
expose  his  gubernatorial  person  in  battle.  It  is 
to  be  hoped,  however,  that  when  he  has  organ- 
ized his  negro  brigade,  his  Excellency  the  milita- 
ry Governor  will  (having  laid  in  an  abundant 
supply  of  ottar  of  roses  and  eau  de  cologne)  put 
himself  at  its  head,  and  strike  for  his  own,  his 
native  land. 

The  parallel  between  Governors  suggests  an- 
other between  generals.  There  was  a  Yankee 
general  named  Arnold,  who  turned  tory.  There 
was  a  Southern  general  named  Washington,  who 
was  a  rebel  The  British  honored  the  rebel  and 
despif^ed  the  tory.  North-Carolina  has  a  civil 
Governor  and  a  military  Governor  —  a  rebel  and 
a  tory.  Mean  as  the  Yankees  are,  they  respect 
the  former  and  loathe  the  latter. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  assure  your  Ex- 
cellency that,  with  the  distinguished* considera- 
tion due  to  your  exalted  position,  I  subscribe 
myself  your  obedient  servant,     D.  H.  Hili^ 

Mijor-General  Confederate  Statei  Anny. 

GOVEBNOR  STANLT  TO  HAJOR-OENERAL  HILL. 

NiWBiBir,  N.  C,  March  27, 18(18. 

To  Jifajor-General  D.  ff.  Mill,    C.S.A.,  Golds- 

horo : 

Sib  :  By  flag  of  truce  last  night  I  received  a 
communication  from  you  of  the  twenty-fourth  in- 
stant, full  of  insolent  falsehood  and  blacl^uard 
abuse. 

To  those  who  know  any  thing  of  the  peculiar 
traits  of  your  character,  it  will  be  amusing  to 
leara  that  you  were  capable  of  feeling  "  mortifica- 
tion and  pain  "  because  of  any  unfortunate  con- 
duct of  a  North-Carolinian. 

You  say  I  hare  descended  to  low  abuse  of  my 
own  people.  I  do  not  know  what  the  abuse  to 
which  you  have  reference  can  be,  unless  it  was 
▼hen  I  charactorized  as  **  cowardly  incendiaries" 
the  men  under  the  command  of  General  French 
who  burned  the  town  of  Plymouth. 

I  did  condemn  and  do  condemn  as  **  cowardly 
incendiaries"  the  perpetrators  of  that  diabolical 
outrage;  but  I  have  never  believed  they  were 
citizens  of  North-Carolina.  It  was  evidently  a 
premeditated  attempt  to  destroy  the  whole  town. 
The  houses  of  widows,  of  Union  men,  and  of  se- 
cessionists, who  had  been  protected  by  the  troops 
of  the  United  States,  were  indiscriminately  burn- 
^  without  regard  to  the  entreaties  and  tears  of 
their  wives  and  daughters.  General  French  only 
Admitted  the  firing  of  one  house.  You  now  ad- 
niit  that  some  houses  were  burned  in  Pljrmouth 
Ijy  "confederate  troops."  But  unfortunately  — 
if  to  be  convicted  of  falsehood  can  be  a  misfortune 
^  a  general  in  the  "Confederate  States  Army" 
—  while  you  confess  his  sin,  you,  from  the  force 
of  irresistible  habits,  are  guilty  of  the  same  in- 
firmity. You  say,  '^  it  is  idleged  it  was  done  to 
oust  some  Yankee  thieves  and  marauders. "  What 
I  have  stated  above  of  tiie  character  of  the  per- 
Bons  residing  in  the  houses  is  a  sufficient  refuta- 
tion of  this. 


I  am  happy  to  know  that  you  and  I  differ  m 
opinion  as  to  those  upon  whom  the  burden  of 
this  sin  rests.  If  the  Union  forces  were  *' brutal 
invaders,"  I  see  no  excuse  for  your  burning  the 
towns  of  those  peaceful  citizens  whom  you  pro- 
fess you  came  to  save. 

If  it  will  afford  you  pleasure,  you  may  know 
that  I  have  omitted  no  opportunity  of  rebuking 
any  "atrocities"  committed  by  troops  of  the 
United  States,  in  which  I  have  been  sustained 
by  the  gallant  General  upon  whom  you  so  unwor- 
thily  endeavor  to  cast  reproach. 

As  far  as  my  observation  extends,  I  know  of 
but  two  attempts  in  North-Carolina  to  destroy 
towns  by  burning  —  both  these  were  made  by 
men  of  your  political  school  I  refer  to  the  at- 
tempt to  destroy  Newborn  and  to  the  burning 
of  Plymouth. 

You  are  pleased,  in  the  mean  malignity  of  your 
nature,  to  make  a  comparison  of  Sie  civil  and 
military  Governors  of  North-Carolina,  in  the  hope 
of  wounding  my  feelings.  How  little  you  know 
of  the  feelings  and  character  of  the  gentleman 
whom  you  would  assail. 

I  feel  a  just  and  proper  pride  for  the  good  con- 
duct of  any  true  son  of  North-Carolina,  even 
when  engaged  in  a  bad  cause.  The  gallant  gen- 
tleman to  whom  you  refer — ^as  little  honored  by 
your  praise  as  I  am  injured  by  your  sneers — was 
honored  by  my  "own  people  — North-Carolini- 
ans —  for  his  lifelong  devotion  to  the  Union  and 
his  often  expressed  detestation  of  secession  vil- 
lains— ^your  associates  in  treason.  He  was  justly 
endear^  to  his  own  people,  because  of  his  elo- 
quent denunciation  of  the  fiendish  traitors,  like 
yourself,  who  were  trying  for  years  to  plunge  his 
country  in  civil  war.  In  an  hour  of  excitement, 
believing  his  State  was  about  to  be  invaded,  he 
drew  his  sword  in  her  defence.  I  honor  his 
patriotism,  while  I  mourn  his  error.  He  will,  I 
trust,  continue  to  merit  public  gratitude  by  re- 
sisting the  tyranny  of  the  destructives  who  hate 
and  slander  him.  He  will  live  to  regret  he  ever 
did  any  thing  to  call  forth  your  praise.  Those 
who  know  you  both,  know  you  are  not  worthy  to 
unlateh  his  shoe-string.  He  was  not  indebted  to 
you  or  to  your  friends  for  his  present  position, 
and,  notwithstanding  his  gallantry,  his  breast 
was  exposed  to  all  the  bullets  of  your  calumny. 

You  "  bite  a  file,"  viper,  when  you  speak  of 
my  organiadng  a  "negro  brigade.  In  this  re- 
spect, even  from  secessionists,  my  conduct  is  un- 
assailable. 

But  truth  demands  I  should  declare  that  if  I 
were  compelled  to  choose  between  fighting  with 
such  secessionists  and  town-burners  as  you  are, 
attempting  to  destroy  the  government,  and  with 
"  a  negro  brigade "  to  prevent  its  destruction,  I 
should  prefer  the  negro  brigade.  Under  no  cii^ 
cumstances  could  I  submit  to  the  degradation  of 
an  association  with  men  who  would  serve  under 
such  a  man  as  D.  H.  Hill. 

Your  allusion  to  Arnold  is  beneath  contempt, 
and  only  reveals  the  deep  malignity  which  you 
have  had  toward  me.  Though  bound  to  my  na- 
tive land  with  "hooks  of  steel,"  my  adopted 
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home  is  Galifomia.  Mj  loyalty  to  her  is  not  im- 
peached. My  duty  to  her  is  undeniable.  Her 
determination  in  the  present  crisis  is  not  doubt- 
ed. I  hardly  think  even  one  of  your  mad  preju- 
dices against  the  **  infernal  Yankees,"  in  a  sober 
moment,  would  condemn  as  a  traitor  him  who 
was  faithful  in  his  allegiance  to  his  home,  whe- 
ther that  home  was  GaUfomia,  Louisiana,  or  Ver- 
mont 

But  the  height  of  hypocritical  audacity  is 
reached  when  you,  though  rather  tamely,  en- 
deavor to  speak  respectfully  of  the  *^  Southern 
General  Washington.''  In  your  estimation  his 
only  title  to  public  honor  was  that  he  was  called 
a  rebel,  and  that  he  was  **  honored  by  the  Bri- 
tish," and  therefore  honored  by  D.  H.  Hill,  "  Ma- 
jor-Gcnend,  Gonfederate  States  Army !" 

The  monomaniac  of  secession,  D.  H.  Hill,  at 
last  speaks  respectftilly  of  Washington  1  **  There- 
fore it  became  a  proverb,  is  Saul  also  among  the 
prophets."  Washington's  Farewell  Address  has 
always  been  regarded  by  all  of  the  "  proud  and 
honored  house  of  Stanly  "  as  entided  to  venera- 
tion next  to  that  due  to  Holy  Writ  They  were 
taught  to  treat  with  scorn  rebel  hypocrites  like 
you,  whose  malignant  efforts  for  years  past  have 
been  directed  in  poisoning  the  minds  of  your 
countrymen,  and  encouraging  them  to  hate  their 
Northern  brethren;  encouraging  them  to  smile 
benignantly  upon  all  efforts  to  alienate  one  por- 
tion of  our  country  from  another.  Is  it  not  reach- 
ing the  pinnacle  of  hypocritical  audacity  for  you 
to  **damn  with  faint  praise"  the  memory  of 
Washington  ? 

You  are  not  mistaken,  sir,  in  one  thing.  I  am 
a  little  proud.  I  do  not  claim  to  be  of  ^*  noble 
lineage.'*  That  is  the  cant  of  the  would-be  lords 
oC  the  South-Garolina  school,  that  I  despise.  But 
I  am  descended  of  honest,  patriotic  people,  whose 
blood  and  fortunes  in  the  Revolution  were  poured 
out  to  secure  the  blessings  of  the  Union  that  you, 
with  felon  hand,  would  destroy. 
*  I  well  understand  the  cause  of  your  malignity. 
More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  ago  I  denounced, 
in  my  first  campaign,  politicians  like  you,  as 
those  who  would  "rather  reign  in  Hell  than  serve 
in  Heaven."  My  observation  in  public  life  has 
lustified  me  in  this  opinion.  I  am  "  proud  "  to 
know  I  have  despised  and  been  hated  by  them  as 
I  am  by  you. 

You  come  from  a  people  that  for  many  years 
have  sneered  at  North-Garolina  as  "  the  Rip  Van 
Winkle  of  the  South."  You  are  one  of  the  "wit- 
lings and  scomers,"  reprobated  by  one  great  and 
good  for  so  doing.  You  have  been  one  of  those 
who  loved  to  revile  her,  until  by  devilish  strata- 
gem you  involved  her  in  war,  and  when  by  her 
gallant  men  she  saved  you  from  the  halter,  you 
nave  condescended  to  "  honor  "  her.  Even  now, 
after  all  her  sacrifices  and  sufferings,  she  is  re- 
viled by  one  of  your  secession  curs  in  office  at 
Richmond  as  a  "  nest  of  damned  traitors  1" 

You  and  I,  sir,  move  in  different  spheres.  I 
have  followed  the  teachings  of  Washington  and 
the  Yankees  Hamilton,  Adams,  and  Webster. 
You  have  followed  those  of  the  "  Gatilines  of 


the  historian  and  the  Gaptain  Bobadils  of  the 
poet" 

I  feel  honored  to  know  that  in  my  mission  of 
peace  I  have  done  something  to  mitigate  the  hor- 
rors of  war ;  and  though  no  call  of  duty  has  re- 
quired me  to  "  bare  my  bosom  to  bullets,"  jet 
upon  occasions,  not  exempt  from  danger,  I  hare 
defied  the  utmost  malice  of  the  evil  men  whose 
pernicious  doctrines  have  brought  the  dreadful 
calamities  of  civil  war  on  our  land.  I  have  some- 
thing to  be  "  proud  "  of — a  consciousness  of  sin- 
cere efforts,  at  least,  to  save  my  country,  and 
that,  while  I  deserve  the  respect  of  honest  patri- 
ots, I  have  provoked  the  ridiculous  enmity  of 
such  creatures  as  D.  H.  Hill. 

You  are  supposed.  General,  to  command  the 
"  Department  of  Pamlico,"  or  the  whole  of  East- 
em  North-Garolina.  Gan  you  not  condescend  to 
Eay  me  a  visit  ?  Gome  and  see  what  inestimable 
lessings  your  peaceful  secession  has  conferred 
on  the  peace-loving  people  of  North-Carolina. 
Gome  I  behold  the  scenes  of  your  great  military 
exploits. 

A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  you  came  to  de- 
fend and  protect  North-Garolina.  You  had  pos- 
session of  Roanoke  Island,  Fort  Macon,  Ne«r- 
bem,  Washington,  and  Hatteras.  How  are  thej 
now?  V 

In  the  Falstaff  imagination  of  your  secession 
friends,  every  soldier  under  General  Foster  wa^ 
transformed  into  five ;  the  sea-coast  is  abandoned, 
and  you  are  eating  out  the  substance  of  "  mj  peo- 
ple "  in  the  interior. 

Gome,  look  at  the  counties  of  Gurrituck,  Cam- 
den, Pasquotank,  Perquimans,  Ghowan,  Wash- 
ington, Tyrrell,  and  Hyde.  Think  of  this  im- 
mense and  rich  territory  —  of  their  bright  fields ; 
how  their  valleys  laughed  with  com  and  wheat 
before  your  arrival ;  and  now  behold  them,  un- 
der the  advice  and  rule  of  your  demon  assodateN 
almost  covered  with  blood  and  ashes. 

Pardon  me  for  giving  you  a  word  of  advice— 
the  last  from  me,  as  I  leave  immediately  for  mj 
distant  home.  You  have  committed  a  great  crime 
in  your  part  in  this  horrid  war.  You  oommenced 
with  perjury,  and  are  trying  to  sustain  yourself 
with  impudence  and  falsehocKL  As  a  State  rights 
village  politician  you  were  simply  ridiculous.  Do 
not  attempt,  like  the  frog  in  the  fable,  to  swell  to 
the  size  of  the  ox,  by  parading  your  insolence 
under  the  name  of  a  *^  Maior-Gen<^  in  the  Con- 
federate States  Army."  xou  will  soon  be,  in  the 
eyes  of  all  sensible  people,  utterly  contemptible. 
Yours,  etc.,  Edwabd*  STAiaT. 


Doc.  146. 
BATTLE  AT  MURFREBSBORO,  TEXN. 

LDEUT.-QBNERAL  POLTS  OmCIAL  RDOtT. 

HlAOQOAlCRM  POIX^  ObRPS  D*A«llB, 

AsMT  or  TkHmwoL 

8aiUTTiiJLK,-Febniarj  2St  id0&. 

To  Colonel  G.  W.  Brmt^  A. A,  G.  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
official  repoit;  of  the  operations  of  mr  corps  in  the 
battles  on  Stone  River  in  front  of  Muz^nBesbora 


DOOUMXNT& 


477 


One  of  my  brigades,  that  of  Gen.  Maney,  was 
on  outpost  duty  in  front  of  Stewart^s  Creek,  and, 
with  a  cavalry  brigade  under  Gen.  Wheeler,  was 
held  in  observation. 

The  enemy  made  a  general  forward  movement 
on  the  twenty-sixth  in  their  immediate  front,  and 
thej  were  ordered  to  retire  slowly  upon  the  line 
of  battle  which  the  General  Commanding  had  de- 
cided to  adopt  on  Stone  River,  a  short  distance 
from  Murfreesboro. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-eighth  my  bri- 
gade struck  their  tents  and  retired  their  baggage- 
trains  to  the  rear,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
twentv-ninth  they  were  placed  in  line  of  battle. 

As  the  brigades  composing  the  division  of 
Major-Gen.  Withers  had  not  been  engaged  in  any 
heavy  battle  since  Shiloh,  I  placed  them  in  the 
first  line.  They  extended  from  the  river,  near  the 
intersection  of  the  Nashville  turnpike  and  rail- 
road, southward  across  the  Wilkinson  pike  to 
Triune  or  Franklin  road,  in  a  line  irregular,  but 
adapted  to  the  topography. 

The  division  of  Major-General  Cheatham  was 
posted  in  the  rear  of  tiiat  of  Major-Gen.  Withers, 
as  a  supporting  force.  The  division  of  Major- 
General  McCown,  of  Lieut. -Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  corps,  was  in  prolongation  of  that  of  Major- 
Gen.  Withers  on  the  left,  having  that  of  Major- 
Gea.  Cleburne,  of  Lieut -Gen.  Hardee's  corps,  as 
its  supporting  force.  Major-Gen.  Breckinridge's 
dlfision  of  Lieut -Gen.  Hardee's  corps  occupied 
the  ground  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  in  the 
line  of  Major-Gen.  Withers  on  the  right 

The  enemy  moved  forward,  and  our  outposts 
went  back  slowly,  and  took  their  place  in  the 
line  of  the  battle  on  the  twenty-ninth. 

On  the  thirtieth,  in  order  to  discover  the  posi- 
tion at  which  we  proposed  to  offer  battle,  he 
moved  up  cautiously,  shelling  his  frt>nt  heavily 
as  he  advanced. 

The  cannonading  was  responded  to  along  our 
line,  and  the  theatre  of  the  impending  conflict 
was  speedily  determined. 

On  the  left  of  my  line  the  skirmishing  became 
^ery  active,  and  my  left  brigades  front  and  rear 
became  hotly  engaged  with  the  line  which  was 
being  formed  immediately  before  them.  The  ene- 
my pressed  forward  very  heavily,  with  both  artil- 
lery and  infantry,  and  a  sharp  contest  ensued,  in 
which  he  attempted,  with  several  regiments,  to 
take  one*  of  my  batteries  by  assault,  but  was  re- 
pulsed in  the  most  decisive  manner. 

In  this  preliminary  onset  many  lives  were  lost 
on  both  sides.  It  was  from  its  severity  an  intro- 
duction to  the  great  battle  of  the  ensuing  day, 
ted  prepared  our  troops  for  the  work  before  them. 
Twilight  following  soon  after,  the  enemy  settled 
•round  his  bivouac-fires  for  the  night 

Orders  were  issued  by  the  General  Command- 
ing to  attack  in  the  morning  at  daybreak.  The 
attack  was  to  be  made  by  the  extreme  left,  and 
the  whole  line  was  ordered  to  swing  around  from 
left  to  right  upon  my  right  brigade  as  a  pivot 
Major-General  Breckinridge,  on  the  extreme  right 
tod  across  the  river,  was  to  hold  the  enemy  in 
observation  on  that  flank. 


At  the  appointed  time  the  battle  opened,  evi- 
dently to  the  surprise  of  the  opposing  army. 
Major-Gen.  McCown,  who  was  acting  under  the 
orders  of  Lieut -General  Hardee,  was  upon  them 
before  they  were  prepared  to  receive  him.  He 
captured  several  battmes  and  one  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral, wounded  another,  and  drove  three  brigades 
— ^those  composing  the  divisions  of  Brig. -General 
Johnson — ^in  confusion  before  him. 

He  was  followed  quickly  by  Miyor-General  Cle- 
burne, as  a  supporting  force,  who  occupied  the 
space  left  vacant  by  the  forward  movement  of 
McCown,  between  the  left  of  my  front  line  and 
McCown' s  right  Opposing  him  in  that  space 
was  the  second  division  of  Major-Gen.  McCook's 
corps,  under  the  command  of  Brig. -Gen.  Jeff  C. 
Davis,  to  confront  which  he  had  to  wheel  to  the 
right,  as  the  right  of  Gen.  McCook's  corps  was 
slightly  advanceid.  Cleburne's  attack  following 
soon  on  that  of  McCown,  caught  the  force  in  his 
front  also  not  altogether  prepared,  and  the  vigor 
of  the  assault  was  so  intense  that  they  too  yielded 
and  were  driven.  / 

Major-Gen.  Withers's  left  was  opposed  to  the 
right  of  General  Sheridan,  commanding  the  third 
and  remaining  division  of  Gen.  McCook's  corps. 
The  enemy's  right  was  strongly  posted  on  a  ridge 
of  rocks,  with  chasms  intervening,  and  covered 
with  a  dense  growth  of  rough  cedars.  Being  ad- 
vised of  the  attack  he  was  to  expect  by  the  fierce 
contest  which  was  being  waged  on  his  right,  he 
was  fully  prepared  for  the  onset,  and  this  notice 
and  the  strength  of  his  position  enabled  him  to 
offer  a  strong  resistance  to  Withers,  whose  duty 
it  was  to  move  next 

Col.  Loomis,  who  commanded  the  left  brigade, 
moved  up  with  energy  and  spirit  to  the  attack. 
He  was  wounded  and  was  succeeded  by  Colonel 
Coltart  The  enemy  met  the  advance  with  firm- 
ness, but  was  forced  to  yield.  An  accession  of 
force  aided  him  to  recover  his  position,  and  its 
great  strength  enabled  him  to  hold  it  Coltart, 
after  a  gallant  charge  and  a  sharp  contest,  fell 
back,  and  was  replaced  by.  Col.  Vaushn,  of  Major- 
General  Cheatham's  division,  of  me  rear  line. 
Vaughn,  nothwithstanding  the  difficulties  of  the 
ground,  charged  the  position  with  great  energy, 
but  the  enemy,  intrenched  behind  stones  and 
thick  woods,  could  not  be  moved,  and  Vaughn 
also  was  repulsed. 

This  caused  a  loss  of  time,  and  Cleburne's  divi- 
sion pressing  Davis,  reached  a  point  where  Sheri- 
dan's batteries,  still  unmoved,  by  wheeling  to  the 
right,  enfiladed  it  Col.  Vaughn  was  speedily 
reorganized  and  returned  to  the  assaults,  and  in 
conjunction  with  CoL  Coltart,  drove  at  the  posi- 
tion with  restless  courage  and  energy,  and  al- 
though their  losses  were  very  heavy,  the  enemy 
could  not  bear  up  against  the  onset  He  was 
dislodged  and  driven  with  the  rest  of  the  flying 
battalions  to  McCook's  corps. 

In  this  charge,  the  horse  of  every  officer  on 
the  field  and  staff  of  Vaughn's  brigade,  except 
one,  and  the  horses  of  all  the  officers  of  the  field 
and  sti^  of  every  regiment  except  two,  were 
killed.     The  brigade  lost  also  one  Uiird  of  all  its 
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forces.      It  captured  two  of  the  enemy's  fleld- 
guns. 

The  brigade  of  Col.  Manigault,  which  was  im- 
mediately on  the  right  of  that  of  Colonel  Coltart, 
followed  the  movement  of  the  latter  according  to 
instructions.  But  as  Coltart  failed  in  the  onset 
to  drive  Sheridan's  right,  Manigault,  after  dash- 
ing forward  and  pressing  the  enemy's  line  in  his 
front,  back  upon  his  second  line,  was  brought 
under  a  very  heavy  fire  ^f  artillery  from  two  bat- 
teries on  his  right,  supported  by  a  heavy  infantry 
force.     He  was  therefore  compelled  to  fall  back. 

In  this  charge  the  brigade  suffered  severely, 
sustaining  a  very  heavy  loss  in  officers  and  men, 
but  the  gallant  South-Carolinians  returned  to  the 
charge  a  second  and  a  third  time,  and  being  aided 
by  the  brigade  of  Major-General  Maney,  of  the 
second  line,  which  came  to  his  relief  with  his 
heavy  Napoleon  guns,  and  a  deadly  fire  of  mus- 
ketry, the  enemy  gave  way  and  joined  his  com- 
rades on  the  right  in  their  precipitate  retreat 
across  the  Wilkinson  pike.  This  movement  dis- 
lodged and  drove  the  residue  of  Sheridan's  divi- 
sion, and  completed  the  forcing  of  the  whole  of 
McCook's  corps  out  of  its  line  of  battle,  and  placed 
it  in  full  retreat  The  enemy  left  one  of  his  bat- 
teries of  four  guns  on  the  field,  which  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Maney's  brigade. 

Here  I  think  it  proper  to  bring  to  the  notice 
of  the  General  Commanding  an  instance  of  self- 
sacrificing  devotion  to  the  safety  of  their  imme- 
diate commands,  and  of  our  cause,  which,  for 
heroic  courage  and  magnanimity,  is  without  a 
parallel. 

A  battery  was  pouring  a  murderous  fire  into 
the  brigade  of  Gen.  Mane^,  from  a  point  which 
made  it  doubtful  whether  it  was  ours  or  the  ene- 
my's. Two  unsuccessful  efforts  had  been  made 
by  staff-officers — one  of  whom  was  killed  in  the 
attempt — to  determine  its  character.  The  doubt 
caused  the  brigade  on  which  it  was  firing  to  hesi- 
tate in  returning  the  fire,  when  Sergeant  Oakley, 
color-bearer  of  the  Fourth  Tennessee  confederate 
regiment,  and  Sergeant  M.  C.  Hooks,  color-bearer 
of  the  Ninth  Tennessee  regiment,  gallantly  ad- 
vanced eight  or  ten  paces  to  the  front,  displaying 
their  colors  and  holding  themselves  and  the  flag 
of  their  country  erect,  remained  ten  minutes  in  a 
place  so  much  conspicuous  as  to  be  plainly  seen 
and  fully  to  test  from  whom  their  brigade  was 
suffering  so  severely.  The  murderous  fire,  in- 
stead of  abating,  increased  and  intensified,  and 
soon  demonstrated  that  the  battery  and  its  sup- 
port were  not  friends,  but  enemies.  The  ser- 
gcanl|  then  returned  deliberately  to  their  proper 
positions  in  the  line  unhurt,  and  the  enemy's  bat- 
tery was  silenced  and  his  column  put  to  flight. 

The  firont  of  Manigault  and  Maney  being  firee, 
they  swung  round  with  our  lines  on  the  left;, 
and  joined  in  pressing  the  enemy  and  his  reen- 
forcements  into  the  cedar  brake. 

At  nine  a.m.  Brig. -Gen.  Patton  Anderson,  on 
Manigault's  right,  moved  in  conjunction  with  its 
left  brigade,  formed  upon  the  line  in  its  front 
That  line  rested  with  its  right  near  the  Wilkin- 
son pike,  and  is  understood  to  have  been  General 


Negley's  division  of  Gen.  Thomas's  corps,  which 
constituted  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  line  of  bat- 
tle. The  division,  with  that  of  Gen.  Rousseau 
in  reserve,  was  posted  in  the  edge  of  a  dense 
cedar  brake,  with  a  position  of  strength  not  infe- 
rior to  that  held  by  Sheridan's  right  Hi«  bat- 
teries, which  occupied  commanding  positions,  and 
enabled  him  to  sweep  the  open  field  in  his  front, 
were  served  with  admirable  skill  and  vigor,  and 
were  strongly  supported.  Anderson  moved  for- 
ward his  brigade  with  firmness  and  decision. 
The  fire  of  the  enemy,  of  both  artillery  and  in- 
fantry, was  terrific,  and  his  left  for  a  moment 
wavered.  Such  evidences  of  destructive  firing 
as  were  left  on  the  forest  from  which  tiiiis  brigade 
emerged,  have  rarely,  if  ever,  been  seen.  The 
timber  was  torn  and  crushed.  Nothing  bat  a 
charge  could  meet  the  demands  of  the  occasioa 
Orders  were  given  to  take  the  batteries  it  all 
hazards,  and  it  was  done.  The  batteries,  two  in 
number,  were  carried  in  gallant  style.  Artiller- 
ists were  captured  at  their  pieces,  a  large  num- 
ber of  whom,  and  of  their  infantry  supports,  were 
killed  upon  the  spot,  and  one  company  entire, 
with  its  officers  and  colors,  were  captured.  The 
number  of  field-guns  captured  in  this  moTement 
was  eight,  which,  together  with  four  others  from 
which  the  gunners  had  been  driven  by  the  hearr 
firing  from  Maney's  long-range  guns  and  Mani- 
gault's musketry  on  the  left,  made  twelve  taken 
on  that  part  of  the  field.  This  was  one  of  the 
points  at  which  we  encountered  the  most  deter 
mined  opposition,  but  the  onward  movement  of 
the  Mississippians  and  Alabamians  was  \ntM- 
ible,  and  they  swept  the  enemy  before  tbefo, 
driving  him  into  the  dense  cedar  brake  to  join 
the  extending  line  of  his  fugitives. 

This  work,  however,  was  not  done  without  a 
heavy  loss  of  officers  and  men.  The  Thirtieth 
Mississippi,  commanded  by  Lieut -CoL  Seales.  in 
the  act  of  charging,  lost  sixty-two  officers  and  men 
killed,  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine  wounded ; 
others  lost  in  proportion.  Here  the  brave  Lieut- 
Colonel  Jas.  L.  Autry,  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Mis- 
sissippi, fell,  while  cheering  and  encouraging  his 
troops. 

The  supporting  brigade  of  Gen.  Anderson,  c(m- 
manded  by  Brig. -Gen.  A.  P.  Stewart,  moved  with 
that  of  Anderson.  It  was  ordered  by  the  divi- 
sion commander,  Major-Gon.  Withers — who  was 
in  the  command  of  Major-Gen.  Cheatham's  twj 
right  brigades,  as  Major-General  Cheatham  wa< 
of  his  two  left — ^to  move  to  the  support  of  the 
left  regiments  of  Anderson,  which  were  presst"! 
These  regiments,  which  had  suffered  greatly,  he 
replaced,  and  moving  forward  attacked  the  ene- 
my and  his  reenforcements  on  Anderson's  le.1 
After  strong  resistance  they  were  driven  bjok. 
shattered  and  in  confusion,  to  join  the  bost<  '>f 
their  flying  comrades,  in  their  retreat  throtrjH 
the  cedars.  In  their  flight  they  left  two  of  tl^  r 
field-guns,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  Stewart  ^ 
brigade. 

Brig. -Gen.  Chalmers's  brigade,  the  ranaininc 
one  of  those  constituting  my  firont  line,  wh<>^' 
right  flank  rested  on  tho  river,  was  the  last  to 
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move.  This  brigade,  owing  to  its  position  fn  the 
line,  was  called  on  to  onconnter  a  measure  of  per- 
sonal suffering,  from  exposure  beyond  that  of  any- 
other  in  my  corps.  The  part  of  the  line  it  occu- 
pied lay  across  an  open  field,  in  full  view  of  the 
enemy  and  in  range  of  his  field-guns.  It  had 
thrown  up  a  slight  rifle-pit,  behind  which  it  was 
placed,  and  to  escape  observation  it  was  necessa- 
ry for  it  to  lie  down  and  abstain  from  building 
fires.  In  this  position  it  remained  awaiting  the 
opening  of  the  battle  for  more  than  forty-eight 
hours,  wet  with  nun  and  chilled  with  cold ;  added 
to  this  the  enemy*s  shot  and  shell  were  constant- 
ly passing  over  it  Not  a  murmur  of  discontent 
was  heard  to  escape  those  who  composed  it  They 
exhibited  the  highest  capacity  of  endurance  and 
firmness  in  the  most  discouraging  circumstances. 

In  its  front  lay  the  right  of  Brig. -Gen.  Palmer's 
division  of  Major-Gen.  Crittenden's  corps,  which 
constituted  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy's  line  of 
^ttle. 

I  The  general  movement  from  the  left  having 
reached  Chalmers's  brigade  at  ten  o'clock,  it  was 
ordered  to  the  attack,  and  its  reserve  under  Brig.- 
Gen.  Donelson  was  directed  to  move  forward  to  its 
support  This  charge  was  made  in  fine  style,  and 
was  met  by  the  enemy,  who  was  strongly  posted 
in  the  edge  of  the  cedar  brake,  with  a  murderous 
fire  of  artillery  and  infantry.  In  that  charge, 
their  Brigade  Commander,  6en.  Chalmers,  was 
severely  wounded  by  a  shell,  which  disqualified 
him  for  further  duty  on  the  field.  The  regiments 
on  the  left  recoiled  and  fell  back ;  those  of  the 
right  were  moved  to  the  left  to  hold  their  place, 
and  were  pressed  forward.  The  brigade  of  Gen. 
Donelson  having  been  ordered  forward  to  Chal- 
mers's support,  moved  with  steady  step  upon  the 
enemy's  position,  and  attacked  it  with  great  en- 
ergy. The  slaughter  was  terrific  on  both  sides. 
In  this  chaise,  which  resulted  in  breaking  the 
enemy's  line  at  every  point,  except  the  extreme 
left,  and  driving  him  as  every  other  part  of  his 
line  attacked,  had  been  driven,  Donelson  reports 
the  capture  of  eleven  guns  and  about  one  thou- 
sand prisoners.  The  regiment  of  Chalmers's  bri- 
gade having  been  separated  after  he  fell,  moved 
forward  and  attached  themselves  to  other  com- 
mands, fighting  with  them  with  gallantry  as  op- 
portunity offered. 

There  was  no  instance  of  more  distinguished 
bravery  exhibited  during  the  battle  than  was 
shown  by  the  command  of  Gen.  Donelson.  In 
the  charge  which  it  made,  it  was  brought  direct- 
ly under  the  fire  of  several  batteries  strongly 
posted  and  supported,  which  it  assaulted  vrith 
e^er  resolution.  All  the  line  in  their  front  was 
carried  except  the  extreme  right 

This  point,  which  was  the  key  to  the  enemy's 
position,  and  which  was  known  as  the  Round 
Forest,  was  attacked  by  the  right  of  the  brigade. 
It  was  met  by  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry, 
which  mowed  down  more  than  half  its  number. 
The  Sixteenth  regiment  Tennessee,  midef  the 
command  of  Col.  John  H.  Savage,  lost  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  out  of  four  hun(&ed  and  two.     It 


could  not  advance,  and  would  not  retire.  Their 
Colonel,  with  characteristic  bravery  and  tenacity, 
deployed  what  was  left  of  his  command  as  skir- 
mishers, and  held  his  position  for  three  hours. 
In  the  Eighth  Tennessee,  of  the  right  wing,  under 
the  lamented  Colonel  Moore,  who  fell  mortally 
wounded,  and  who  was  succeeded  by  Lieut -Col. 
J.  H.  Anderson,  the  loss  was  three  hundred  and 
six  men  and  officers,  out  of  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five. 

The  enemy  was  now  driven  from  the  field  at 
all  points  occupied  bv  him  in  the  morning,  along 
his  whole  line,  from  his  right  to  the  extreme  left^ 
and  was  pressed  back  until  our  lino  occupied  a 
position  at  right  angles  to  that  which  we  held  at 
the  opening  of  the  battle.  After  passing  the  Nash- 
ville and  Murfreesboro  turnpike,  his  flight  was 
covered  by  large  bodies  of  fresh  troops  and  nq- 
merous  batteries  of  artillery,  and  the  advance  of 
our  exhausted  columns  was  checked. 

His  extreme  left  alone  held  its  position.  This 
occupied  a  piece  of  ground  well  chosen  and  de- 
fended, the  river  being  on  the  one  hand  and  deep 
railroad  cut  on  the  other.  It  was  held  by  a 
strong  force  of  artillery  and  infantry,  well  sup- 
ported by  a  reserve  composed  of  Brig.-Geneiml 
Wood's  division. 

My  last  reserve  having  been  exhausted,  the 
brigades  of  Major-Gen.  Breckinridge's  division 
and  a  small  brigade  of  General  J.  K.  Jackson's, 
posted  to  guard  our  right  flank,  were  the  only 
troops  left  that  had  not  been  engaged.  Four  of 
these  were  ordered  to  report  to  me.  They  came 
in  detachments  of  two  brigades  each,  the  first 
arriving  near  two  hours  after  Donelson's  attack, 
the  other  about  an  hour  after  the  first  The 
commanders  of  these  detachments,  the  first  com- 
posed of  the  brigades  of  Generals  Adams  and 
Jackson,  the  second  under  Gen.  Breckinridge  in 
person,  consisting  of  the  brigades  of  Gen.  Pres- 
ton and  Colonel  Palmer,  had  pointed  out  to  them 
the  particular  object  to  be  accomplished,  to  wit, 
to  drive  in  the  enemy's  left,  and  especially  to  dis- 
lodge him  from  his  position  in  the  Round  Forest 
Unfortunately  the  opportune  moment  for  putting 
in  these  detachments  had  passed.  , 

Could  they  have  been  thrown  upon  the  ene- 
my's left  immediately  following  Chalmers  and 
Donelson's  assault,  intquick  succession,  the  ex- 
traordinary strength  of  his  position  would  have 
availed  him  nothing.  That  point  would  have 
been  carried,  and  his  left  driven  back  on  his 
panic-stricken  right,  would  have  completed  his 
confusion  and  insured  an  utter  rout  It  was, 
however,  otherwise,  and  the  time  lost  between 
Donelson's  attack  and  the  coming  up  of  these  de- 
tachments in  succession,  enabled  the  enemy  to 
recover  his  self-possession,  to  mass  a  number  of 
heavy  batteries  and  concentrate  a  strong  infantry 
force  on  the  position,  and^hus  make  a  successful 
attack  very  difficult  Nevertheless,  the  brigades 
of  Adams  and  Jackson  assailed  the  enemy's  line 
with  energy,  and  after  a  severe  contest,  were  com- 
pelled to  &11  back.  They  were  promptly  rallied 
by  Gea  Breckinridge,  who,  having  pressed  his 
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other  brigades,  reached  the  ground  at  the  mo- 
ment, but  as  they  were  very  much  cut  up  they 
were  not  required  to  renew  the  attack. 

The  brigades  of  Preston  and  Pahner,  on  arriv- 
ing, renewed  the  assault  with  the  same  undaunted 
determination,  but  as  another  battery  had  been 
added  since  the  previous  attack  to  a  position  al- 
ready strong  and  difiBcult  of  access,  this  assault 
was  alike  ineffectual.  The  enemy,  though  not 
driven  from  his  position,  was  severely  punished, 
and  as  the  day  was  far  spent,  it  was  not  deemed 
advisable  to  renew  the  attack  that  evening,  and 
the  troops  held  the  line  they  occupied  for  the 
night 

The  following  morning,  instead  of  finding  him 
in  position  to  receive  a  renewal  of  the  attack, 
showed  that,  taking  advantage  of  the  night,  he 
had  abandoned  his  last  position  of  his  first  line, 
and  the  opening  of  the  new  year  found  us  mas- 
tors  of  the  field. 

This  battle  of  the  thirty-first  of  December  de- 
veloped, in  all  parts  of  the  field  which  came  under 
my  observation,  the  highest  qualities  of  the  sol- 
dier among  our  troops.  The  promptness  with 
which  they  moved  upon  the  enemy,  whenever 
they  were  called  to  attack  him,  the  vigor  and 
ecldt  with  which  their  movements  were  made, 
the  ener^  with  which  they  assaulted  his  strong 
positions,  and  the  readiness  with  which  they  re- 
sponded to  the  call  to  repeat  their  assaults,  indi- 
cated a  spirit  of  dauntless  courage,  which  places 
them  in  the  very  front  rank  of  the  soldiers  of  the 
world.  For  the  exhibition  of  these  high  traits, 
they  are  not  a  little  indebted  to  the  example  of 
their  officers,  whose  courage  and  energy  had  won 
their  confidence  and  admiration. 

The  first  of  January  passed  without  any  ma- 
terial movement  on  either  side,  beyond  occasional 
skirmishing  along  the  lines  in  our  front  I  or- 
dered Chalmers's  brigade,  now  commanded  by 
CoL  White,  to  occupy  the  ground  in  rear  of  the 
Round  Forest,  just  abandoned  by  the  enemy. 
This  it  did,  first  driving  out  his  pickets. 

On  the  second  there  was  skirmishing  during 
the  morning.  In  the  afternoon,  about  three 
o'clock.  Gen.  Bragg  announced  his  intention  to 
attack  the  ehemy,  who  was  supposed  to  be  in 
force  on  the  north  side  of  the  river,  and  ordered 
me  to  relieve  two  of  Gen.  Breckinridge's  brigades, 
which  were  still  in  my  front,  and  send  them  over 
to  that  officer,  who  had  returned  to  his  post,  as 
he  proposed  to  make  the  attack  with  the  troops 
of  Breckinridge's  division.  I  issued  the  necessa- 
ry orders  at  once,  and  the  troops  were  transferred 
as  directed.  The  General  Commanding  ordered 
me  also  to  open  fire  with  three  batteries,  which 
had  been  placed  in  Chalmers's  line,  to  distract  the 
enemy  at  the  time  of  Breckinridge's  attack,  and 
to  shell  out  of  the  woods  which  covered  his  line 
of  movement  any* sharp-shooters  who  might 
annoy  him  while  approaching  the  river. 

The  shelling  ordered,  w£ch  was  to  be  the 
signal  for  Breckinridge's  advance,  was  promptly 
executed,  and  the  woods  were  cleared.  Of  the 
particulars  of  this  movement,  Gen.  Breckinridge 
will  speak  in  his  own  report 


When  the  firing  of  my  batteries  was  opened 
as  above,  there  was  a  forward  movement  of  the 
enemy's  infantry  upon  my  pickets  in  the  Round 
Forest,  and  a  sharp  conflict,  which  lasted  for 
some  time,  and  ended  in  the  enemy's  regaining 
possession  of  the  forest  This  position  being  of 
much  value  to  us,  I  found  it  necessary  to  regain 
it,  and  gave  the  requisite  orders.  On  the  follow- 
ing morning  I  ordered  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery 
from  several  batteries  to  open  upon  it,  and  afier 
it  had  been  thoroughly  shelled,  detachments  from 
the  brigades  of  Cols.  White  and  Coltart  charged 
it  with  the  bayonet  at  double-quick  and  put  the 
enemy  to  fiight,  clearing  it  of  his  regiment^  cap- 
turing a  lieutenant-colonel  and  thirteen  men. 

The  enemy,  however,  knew  the  importance  of 
the  position,  also,  and  was  occupied  during  the 
day  in  throwing  up  earthworks  for  the  protection 
of  batteries  within  easy  range. 

These  being  completed,  he  reopened  fire  from 
three  points  with  batteries  of  heavy  guns,  and 
placed  it  under  concentrated  fire  for  many  n^n- 
utes.  It  was  a  severe  ordeal,  and  was  followed 
by  a  charge  of  a  heavy  force  of  infantry.  But 
our  gallant  troops  met  the  advance  with  nrmness, 
and  after  a  severely  contested  struggle,  drove 
back  the  advancing  column  with  slaughter,  and 
held  possession  of  the  coveted  position. 

In  this  battle  we  lost  several  men  and  officers, 
especially  of  the  First  Louisiana  regiment  Among 
those  who  fell  mortally  wounded  was  Col  Farrar. 
This  young  officer  was  one  of  the  most  promiising 
of  the  army — ^intelligent,  chivalrous,  and  brave. 
His  loss  will  be  felt  by  his  country,  and  lamented 
by  his  many  friends. 

This  battle  closed  the  operations  of  my  oorpa 
in  the  field  front  of  Murfreesboro. 

By  orders  from  the  General  Conmianding,  after 
being  eight  days  under  arms  and  in  actual  battle 
or  heavy  skirmishing,  in  the  rain  and  cold,  with- 
out tents  and  much  of  the  time  without  fires,  vaj 
troops  were  retired  from  the  field,  and  ordered  to 
take  a  position  near  Shelbyville.  This  they  did 
at  their  leisure  and  in  perfectly  good  order. 

In  all  the  operations  in  which  they  were  en- 
gaged, no  troops  ever  displayed  greater  galUntry 
or  higher  powers  of  endurance.  They  captured 
fifteen  hundred  prisoners  and  twenty-six  guns. 

For  the  details  connected  with  these  operations, 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  reports  of  divi:)ion, 
brigi^e,  and  regimental  conmianders.  For  Uie 
same  reports  also  I  refer,  for  instances  of  distin- 
guished gallantry  in  the  case  of  corps  and  indi- 
viduals. 

I  beg  leave  to  refer,  also,  to  the  accompaoTing 
statement  marked  A,  containing  a  list  of  the 
number  of  men  and  officers  engaged  in  the  battle. 
Also  to  B,  containing  the  number  of  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing.  I  refer,  also,  to  the  «> 
companying  map  of  the  field  of  battle  marked  Bh. 

This  map  was  prepared  with  care  by  Lieutenant 
Morris,  of  the  Engineers  of  my  corps,  from  actual 
survey,  and  from  the  reports  of  the  corps  com- 
manders of  the  Federal  army.  From  these  somrcefi 
he  has  been  enabled  to  fix  the  reUtive  nositiins 
of  the  corps  divisions  and  brigades  of  botn  anaies 
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at  different  periods  during  the  battle  with  great 
accuracy. 

The  gtatements  A  and  B,  I  submit  as  part  of 
this  report^  also  the  aooompanying  map  marked 
"BR" 

To  Major-Generals  Cheatham  and  Withers,  my 
diTision  commanders,  I  am  under  obligations  for 
their  cordial  support  and  active  cooperation,  in 
conducting  the  operations  of  mv  command.  Also 
to  the  br^ade  commanders,  who,  without  an  ex- 
ception, managed  the  part  assigned  them  in  the 
programme  of  the  battle  with  great  skill,  energy, 
and  judgment  Of  the  conduct  of  the  regimental 
battery  and  subordinate  commands,  their  imme- 
diate commanders  will  speak  in  their  reports,  as 
tbey  were  more  directly  under  their  eye.  Our 
artillery  also  was  well  handled,  when  it  could  be 
used,  but  the  dense  cedar  brake  into  which  the 
enemy  was  driven,  continuously  prevented  it 
from  following  our  advancing  columns.  This 
made  it  necessary  to  have  the  work  done  chiefly 
wit&  the  musket  and  bayonet 

To  ]£ajor  G.  Williams,  A.A.G.,  who  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  shoulder,  M%jor  Thomas 
M.  Jack,  A.A.G.,  Lieut -CoL  T.  F.  Sevier,  Inspec- 
tor-General, Lieut  P.  B.  Spence,  of  the  same  de- 
partment, Lieut  J.  Rayle,  Chief  of  Ordnance, 
Capt  FeUx  Robertson,  Acting  Chief  of  Artillery, 
Capt  F.  R.  Sayers,  and  Lieut  N.  J.-  Morris,  of 
Engineers,  Lieut  W.  A.  M.  Otey,  Chief  of  Signal 
Corps,  Dr.  Cavanagh,  Medical  Director,  Majors 
Thomas  Peters  and  R.  M.  Mason,  of  the  Quarter- 
master's Department,  M%|or  J.  J.  Murphy,  Chief 
of  Subsistence,  members  of  my  general  staf^  I 
am  indebted  for  their  vigilance  and  activity  in 
the  execution  of  my  orders,  and  the  fearlessness 
with  which  they  exposed  themselves  in  the  dis- 
cbarge of  their  duties. 

To  my  Aid-de-Camp,  Lieut  W.  B.  Richmond, 
I  am  particularly  indebted  for  the  intelligence, 
decision,  and  energy  with  which  on  this,  as  on 
other  fields,  he  gave  me  his  support  Also  to 
liient-Col.  Henry  T.  Yeatman,  my  volunteer  aid, 
for  services  of  a  like  character.  And  our  thanks 
and  praise  are,  above  all,  due  to  Almighty  God, 
the  Lord  of  Hosts,  for  the  success  of  our  arms 
and  the  preservation  of  our  lives. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  L.  Polk, 

lieatenADi-Qeneral. 


Doc.  147. 
THE   SURRENDER  AT  BRENTWOOD. 

CINCINNATI  "COMMEBCIAL"  ACCOUNT. 

ffAAXKUn,  Tn».,  March  28)  1868. 
Trb  cavalry  engagement  between  our  forces, 
under  General  Green  Clay  Smith,  and  the  rebels 
under  Cols.  Steams  and  Wheeler  and  Gen.  For- 
rest, near  Franklin,  Tenn.,  deserved  more  than  a 
passing  notice.  Considering  the  disparity  of  the 
numbers  on  each  side,  and  the  complete  success  of 
our  forces,  it  was  one  of  the  most  brilliant  affairs 
of  the  war.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
filth,  information  was  received  by  Gen.  Granger 
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that  a  Urge  rebel  cavalry  force  had  crossed  Little 
Harpeth,  about  six  miles  from  camp,  with  the 
evident  purpose  of  attacking  Brentwood,  a  station 
on  the  railroad,  about  nine  miles  from  Franklin. 
Gen.  Smith  was  ordered  to  take  a  force  of  cavalry 
and  find  out  the  location  of  the  enemy  and  his  in- 
tentions. With  parts  of  the  Ninth  Pennsylvania, 
Sixth  Kentucky,  Fourth  Kentucky,  and  Second 
Michigan  cavalry,  numbering  five  hundred  and 
forty-five  men  in  all,  he  started  in  pursuit  On 
arriving  at  Brentwood,  General  Smith  found  the 
camp  and  railroad  bridge  at  that  place  in  ruins. 
Col.  Bloodgood  having  surrendered  his  command 
after  little  or  no  resistance.  Gen.  Smith  learned 
that  the  enemy  were  three  thousand  strong,  and 
had  gone  (driving  their  prisoners  in  fi^nt,  and 
loaded  with  plunder)  in  the  direction  of  Colum- 
bia, Tenn.  He  pressed  on  in  puj^uit,  and  soon 
compelled  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  ambulances 
and  ammunition  wagons  he  had  captured,  and 
also  two  ambulances  of  his  own. 

After  a  pursuit  of  about  nine  miles  the  enemy 
were  overtaken,  and  formed  in  line  of  batUe.  Gen. 
Smith  disposed  his  little  force  for  a  charge,  and 
when  all  was  ready,  he  took  off  his  hat  and  shout- 
ed :  "  Now,  boys,  go  in  I"  And  in  they  went 
They  broke  the  enemy* s  line  at  every  point  of 
attack,  killing  great  numbers  with  their|Bumside 
carbines  and  Colt  rifles  before  getting  in  sabre 
distance.  The  rebels  broke  in  confusion,  appear- 
ing to  be  panio-stncken.  They  would  gather  in 
groups,  until  the  true  aim  of  our  boys,  with  the 
deadly  Bumside,  would  make  them  scatter  to  the 
neighboring  trees.  It  getting  too  hot  for  them, 
^hey  started  again,  this  time  relieving  themselves 
of  all  surplus  weight  Their  track  was  literally 
covered  with  Federal  clothing,  sutlers*  goods,  etc, 
which  they  had  stolen  at  Brentwood.  General 
Smith  drove  them  six  miles.  During  the  race 
they  made  three  stands,  but  in  every  instance 
were  scattered  by  the  invincible  charges  of  our 
boys,  who  were  now  crazy  with  excitement  Here 
another  road  came  in,  and  in  that  road  appeared 
a  rebel  force  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  rebel 
cavalry,  under  Col.  Wheeler.  They  consisted,  in 
part,  of  Texan  Rangers,  mounted  on  red,  white,, 
gray,  and  speckled  horses  and  mules,  and  yelling 
like  devils.  Here  was  a  fix.  Flanked  for  three.- 
quarters  of  a  mile  by  this  new  force,  who  were 
coming  down  like  an  avalanche,  with  the  old  force 
in  front  inspired  and  encouraged  by  rcenforce- 
ments,  tiie  *^  situation  **  was  any  thing  but  pleas- 
ant Here  was  an  emergency  which  required 
the  qualities  of  a  great  general,  and  they  were  not 
wanting.  Gen.  Smith  had  the  recall  sounde(),  and  i 
slowly  and  sullenly  commenced  falling  back  in  a 
slow  walk.  Had  he  started  on  a  run,  his  com^ 
mand  would  inevitably  have  been  lost  But  he 
had  the  advantage  of  position,  and  well  he  availed 
himself  of  it  Behind  fences  and  such  natural 
fortifications  as  he  could  find,  he  formed  Gnes  of 
battle  in  the  rear,  and  sufilciently  checked  the  ad- 
vance of  the  overwhelming  hosts*  The  Second 
Michigan,  with  their  Coitus  rifles,  had*  ta  fire  three 
successive  volleys  in  one  furious  charge  of  Wheel- 
er's motley  crew,  before  they  tiuned'  taiL     The 
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pow(Jer  from  the  last  discharge  flashed  in  the  faces 
of  the  rebel  horses,  and  they  turned  and  fled. 
This  rear  line  would  then  fall  back  behind  an- 
other, and  so  on  for  two  miles,  when  the  rebels 
l^etting  sick  of  it  or  fearing  reenforcements,  aban- 
doned the  pursuit,  and  Gen.  Smith  brought  his 
command  into  camp  without  losing  a  man  as  pris- 
oner, bringing  in  forty-seven  of  the  enemy. 

The  enemy  suffered  severely  in  killed  and 
wounded.  Our  men  were  well  armed,  and  every 
volley  told  with  fearful  eflfect  They  lost  fully 
four  hundred  men,  many  horses,  and  two  ambu- 
lance wagons,  and  were  compelled  to  destroy 
many  more. 

During  the  engagement  many  evidences  of  per- 
sonal daring  occurred,  which  I  have  not  time  to 
mention.  Col.  Watkins  of  the  Sixth  Kentucky, 
knocked  a  rebel  from  his  horse  with  the  butt  of 
his  pistol  while  the  rebel  was  aiming  at  one  of 
our  men.  Lieut  Williams  of  the  same  regiment, 
got  cut  off  from  his  command,  with  fifteen  others. 
They  cut  their  way  through  the  rebel  lines  and 
arrived  safely  at  Nashville,  taking  six  prisoners 
on  their  route.  Lieutenant  Clay  Goodloe,  of  Gen. 
Smith's  staff,  in  returning  from  delivering  an  or- 
der, found  himself  surrounded  by  rebels,  and 
had  to  run  the  gauntlet  After  emptying  his  hol- 
ster pistMs,  he  lay  flat  upon  his  horse,  relying 
upon  spurs  and  his  "Lexington."  They  brought 
him  safely  home,  but  he  has  a  bullet-hole  through 
his  pants  to  remind  him  of  the  amiable  intentions 
of  his  Southern  brethren  respecting  himself. 

CHAPLAIN  PILL8BURT*S  ACOOUNT. 

Ricixi,  Wn.,  April  14, 1868.  * 
Editors  Chicago  Tribune: 

Having  been  present  at  the  time  of  the  surren- 
der, and  also  in  company  with  the  prisoners  till 
the  ninth  day  following,  I  will  furnish  the  public 
with  a  brief  statement  of  the  facts  in  the  case. 

A  remnant  of  the  Twenty-second  regiment  Wis- 
consin volunteers,  numbering  in  all,  officers,  team- 
sters, and  sick,  I  think,  five  hundred  and  twenty 
men,  was  stationed  at  Brentwood,  nine  miles 
south  of  Nashville,  and  about  the  same  distance 
north  of  Franklin,  for  the  protection  of  the  rail- 
road. We  must  have  had  less  than  four  hundred 
men  fit  for  duty. 

Two  miles  south  of  us  a  remnant  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Michigan,  numbering  in  all  two  hundred 
and  thirty  men,  were  stationed  to  protect  a  bridge. 
We  had  neither  artillery  nor  cavalry  at  either  post 

On  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  March  a 
messenger  notified  Col.  Bloodgood  that  the  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  was  attacked,  and  that  the  ene- 
my were  tearing  up  the  railroad  track.  With  all 
possible  despatch,  Col.  Bloodgood,  with  so  many 
men  as  he  deemed  it  prudent  to  take  from  the 
camp,  started  to  assist  die  Nineteenth.  On  reach- 
ing the  summit  of  a  small  elevation  of  land,  about 
one  fourth  of  a  mile  from  camp,  a  large  body  of 
the  enemy  appeared  in  full  view,  upon  the  other 
side,  forming  in  line  of  battle  on  each  side  of  the 
street  Our  men  were  immediately  ordered  to 
deploy  to  the  right  and  left  as  skirmishers,  and 
the  order  was  quickly  obeyed. 


At  this  point  a  flag  of  truce  appeared,  coming 
up  from  the  enemy's  lines,  and  Major  Smith  was 
sent  out  in  advance  to  meet  it  He  received  a 
written  message,  stating  that  we  were  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  a  large  force  of  General  Forrest's  com- 
mand, demanding  an  immediate  and  unconditional 
surrender,  and  stating  that  upon  refiisiog  to  com- 
ply, we  should  be  cut  to  pieces.  The  answer  re- 
turned was :  **  Come  and  take  us.*' 

The  enemy  soon  advanced,  and  when  sufficient- 
ly near,  they  were  fired  upon  by  our  men,  and  a 
very  sharp  contest  was  kept  up  on  both  sides 
about  ten  minutes.  A  piece  of  artillery  was  nov 
discovered  in  position  to  shell  our  camp,  and  rebd 
cavalry  were  moving  down  the  hills,  and  in  large 
bodies  rapidly  approaching  us  from  all  directions. 
A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  out  fi*om  our  lines,  the 
firing  ceased,  and  our  forces  were  surrendered. 
Our  loss  was  three  wounded  in  the  engagement 
The  enemy,  to  my  knowledge,  had  one  killed  and 
five  wounded. 

The  enemy^s  force  consisted  of  three  brigades, 
commanded  by  Generals  Forrest,  Armstrong,  and 
Steams,  and  a  battalion  of  Independent  SomiU, 
under  the  command  of  Major  Sanders,  numbering: 
in  all  not  less  than  five  thousand  men. 

An  attempt  was  made  to  give  notice  of  the  at- 
tack at  Franklin  or  Nashville,  but  the  wii^  had 
been  cut  Colonel  Bloodgood  had  no  reasons  to 
expect  assistance  from  either  point,  and  be  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  surrender  at  the  bn(^ 
though  your  correspondent  says  he  surrendered 
that  post  without  firing  a  gun.  That  point  wa$ 
subsequently  surrendmd,  but  only  when  there 
remained  no  possibility  of  successful  resistance. 

Perhaps  some  men  might  have  fought  longer 
than  Col.  Bloodgood  foueht ;  but  to  have  done  so, 
in  my  judgment,  would  have  been  a  reckless  sac- 
rificing of  life  to  no  purpose. 

Officers  in  command  at  each  point  considered 
themselves  exposed  to  a  raid  of  this  kind,  and 
made  commendable  efforts  to  obtain  an  additional 
force  of  artillery,  but  without  success.  With  two 
pieces  of  artillery  our  position  might  have  been 
maintained  till  the  arrival  of  reenforcements,  and 
a  very  different  result  might  have  followed. 

Many  will  think  that  a  charge  of  n^ligence 
rests  somewhere,  and  the  communication  of  your 
correspondent  appears  a  little  like  an  effort  topist 
shadows  over  Col.  Bloodgood  for  the  purpose  of 
drawing  attention  from  the  really  guilty  head. 

In  the  absence  of  Colonel  Bloodigood,  he  bein? 
still  (as  I  suppose)  in  the  hands  of  the  cnemj,  1 
considered  it  my  duty  to  make  this  simple  state- 
meilt  of  &cts.      Respectfully  yours, 

C.  D.  PiLr^BrsT, 

GbAplaln  Tirrnty^Mcond  Beglo>ent  Wiaoooaln  Volaalecn 


Doc.  14a. 
EXPEDITION  TO  JACKSONVILLE.  FLJL 

REPORT  OF  COLONEL  RUST. 

RfLttnr  HsAA.  &  CL,  If^  ^ 
Lieut- Col  C.  G.  ffalpine,  Amistant  Adjutant- 
Generaly  Department  of  the  South : 
CoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  ibi- 
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lowing  report  for  the  information  of  the  Major- 
Gencral  Commanding  Department  of  the  South : 

In  accordance  with  orders  receiyed,  I  embarked 
my  r^ment  on  the  steamers  Delaware  and  Gen- 
eral Meigs  at  Beaufort,  March  nineteenth,  for 
Jacksonville,  Florida,  where  I  arrived  on  the 
twenty-third  ult,  having  been  delayed  by  rough 
weather. 

Major  Heminway,  with  three  companies  on  the 
General  Meigs,  had  already  arrivc^i.  When  I 
reached  there  a  rebel  battery,  mounted  on  a  plat- 
form-car propelled  by  a  locomotive,  was  shelling 
the  town.  The  gunboat  Norwich,  which  accom- 
panied me,  engaged  it,  replying  vigorously,  as  did 
also  a  rifled  Parrott  thirty-two-pounder  on  shore. 
The  enemy  were  soon  driven  back.  He  was,  as 
I  afterward  learned,  making  a  reconnoissance, 
which  it  was  his  plan  to  follow  up  by  an  attack 
in  force  after  nightfalL  s 

Every  thing  remained  quiet  during  that  night 
The  lact  that  our  pickets  had  previously  been 
drawn  in  at  night  to  the  edge  of  the  town,  en- 
couraged this  plan,  which  was  frustrated  by  the 
arrivid  of  the  Eighth  Maine  regiment,  and  placing 
a  night  picket  afterward  at  a  distance. 

On  Tuesday  night  the  locomotive  battery  again 
approached  and  threw  several  sixty-eight-pound 
rided  shells,  striking  several  buildings,  but  injur- 


ing no  one. 


On  Wednesday  a  reconnoissance  in  force,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Higginson,  and  consisting  of 
fire  companies  of  the  Eighth  Maine,  under  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Twitchell ;  four  companies  of  the  Sixth 
Connecticut,  under  Major  Meeker ;  and  a  portion 
of  Colonel  Uigginson^s  colored  r^ment,  advanced 
along  the  railroad  upward  of  four  miles,  driving 
in  General  Finnegan^s  pickets,  but  were  not  able 
to  overtake  the  enemy. 

After  proceeding  as  far  as  was  deemed  advisa- 
ble, and  the  enemy  showing  no  disposition  to  ac- 
cept battle,  our  forces  commenced  to  return.  Soon 
after  the  locomotive  batteiy  appeared  and  threw 
PcTeral  shells,  but  was'^arenil  to  keep  out  of  reach 
of  our  rifles.  One  of  its  shells  killed  privates 
lloole  and  Goodwin,  and  severely  wounded  Willis 
—all  of  Captain  McArthure's  company  I,  Eighth 
Maine  volunteers  —  who  were  the  only  persons 
killed  or  wounded  after  my  arrivaL  On  this  oc- 
casion all  the  troops  behaved  exceedingly  well. 
Colonel  Montgomery,  with  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  men  of  his  regiment,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Stedman  of  the  gunboat  Paul  Jones, 
made  a  successful  expedition  to  Pilatka,  seventy- 
five  miles  up  the  river,  taking  prisoners  a  lieu- 
tenant and  fourteen  men  with  tneir  arms.  The 
lieutenant  violated  his  parole  of  honor  and  escap- 
ed. A  quantity  of  cotton,  rifles,  horses,  and  other 
property,  amounting  in  value  lo  several  thousand 
dollars,  has  been  captured. 

In  accordance  with  special  order  No.  162,  re- 
ceived from  headquarters  Department  of  the 
South,  I  withdrew  all  the  United  States  forces 
from  Jacksonville,  Florida,  on  the  thirty-first  ult, 
and  embarked  them  on  board  transports,  part  of 
which  had  just  arrived  for  that  purpose. 

While  the  evacuation  was  taking  place,  several 


fires  were  set — a  portion  of  them  undoubtedly  by 
secessionists.  The  fires  were  not  confined  to  the 
lines  of  any  regiment  Perhaps  twenty-five  build- 
ings were  destroyed.  On  my  arrival  I  found  that 
many  buildings  had  been  burned — some  by  reb- 
els, others  by  the  Union  forces — ^fi-om  a  military 
necessity.  Many  Union  families  came  away  with 
us,  our  soldiers  freely  making  all  possible  room 
for  them  on  the  transports.  The  expedition  has 
all  returned  safely. 

Much  credit  is  due  Captain  Boynton,  Eighth 
Maine  volunteers,  for  the  careful  and  prudent  man- 
ner with  which  he  administered  the  affairs  of 
Provost-Marshal  during  our  short  stay  at  Jack- 
sonville. 

Captain  Cannon,  of  the  Delaware,  and  his  gen- 
tlemanly officers,  deserve  mention  for  their  kind 
treatment  of  officers  and  men. 

John  D.  Rust, 

Colonel  Eighth  Regiment  Maine  Volanteert,  Comd^g  ForoM. 

A    "NATIONAL"   ACCOUNT. 

Jackbohtilui,  Fla.,  March  89, 1868. 

Three  weeks  since,  in  pursuance  of  authority 
from  General  Hunter  to  take  and  hold  this  place, 
the  black  forces  from  Beaufort  came  here  and  oc- 
cupied Jacksonville  under  the  most  auspicious 
circumstances  for  the  speedy  acquisition  of  the 
entire  State  of  Florida.  There  were  known  to  be 
less  than  three  thousand  rebel  troops  in  the  State ; 
and  all  who  were  conversant  with  the  affairs  of 
the  State  believed  that  the  time  had  come  when 
a  snuill  force  could  be  made  effective  in  opening 
it  to  the  occupation  of  loyal  citizens,  and  of  creat- 
ing an  avenue  of  escape  for  the  hunted  negroes 
herded  in  the  interior  and  watched  with  such 
malignant  vigilance  by  the  rebels. 

Jacksonville  was  under  the  control  of  our  gun- 
boats on  the  St  John*s,  and  it  was  unwise  to 
make  any  movement  for  its  occupation  until  we 
were  prepared  to  hold  it  as  a  base  of  aggressive 
operations  into  the  interior.  It  is  the  key  to  East- 
Florida,  and  its  occupation  by  us  would  have  im- 
mediately compelled  the  rebel  abandonment  of  all 
the  territory  east  of  the  St  John^s,  and  have  se- 
cured an  immense  amount  of  6otton,  turpentine^ 
and  other  rebel  property  to  the  Government  It 
presented  a  most  promising  field  for  the  experi- 
ment (as  it  is  still  regarded  by  some)  of  testing 
the  character  and  capacity  of  the  negro  troops, 
and  as  such  it  was  seized  upon  with  avidity  by 
those  having  these  forces  in  charge.  They  came 
and  planted  the  flag,  as  was  supposed,  perma- 
nently here,  and  commenced  gathering  in  the  ad- 
vantages within  reach,  when  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  make  a  more  extensive  and  powerful  move- 
ment, and  for  this.purpose  the  Sixth  Connecticut 
and  Eighth  Maine  came  to  reenforce  our  army. 
These  came  with  ten  days^  rations,  and  were  evi- 
dently intended  only  to  remain  long  enough  to 
strike  a  blow,  and  then  return  to  assist  in  the 
movement  on  Charleston.  They  were  delayed 
some  days  in  reaching  here,  and  were  therefore 
scarcely  debarked  when  an  order  came  for  their 
immediate  return ;  and  not  only  this,  but  for  the 
recall  of  the  black  troops  also,  and  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  place. 
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A  more  filial  order  for  the  pla6e,  the  interests 
of  the  people,  and  the  Goyemment,  could  not 
have  been  made.  Every  body  was  taken  by  sur- 
prise, and  every  body  was  exasperated,  save  per- 
haps a  few  who  feared  the  negro  soldiers  would 
achieve  a  reputation.  Was  Gen.  Hunter  crazy  ? 
Why  occupy  the  place  at  all,  if  not  prepared  to 
bold  it  ?  Why  come  and  embarrass  the  people, 
and  hazard  the  lives  and  property  of  defenceless 
inhabitants  thus  wantonly  ?  These  and  a  thou- 
sand similar  question^  were  suggested,  and  bitter 
expressions  and  deep-felt  curses  were  uttered 
against  fickle,  capricious,  and  incompetent  if  not 
faithless  commanders.  But  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive; the  order  must  be  obeyed  instanter.  In 
the  midst  of  the  harvest  of  patriotic  hopes  we 
were  compelled  to  abandon  all,  and  thus  render 
the  expedition  a  blight  and  a  curse,  rather  than  a 
blessing  and  a  means  of  strength  to  the  Union 
cause. 

To  add  to  the  wanton  cruelty  of  the  enterprise, 
some  of  the  soldiery  were  allowed  to  set  fire  to 
the  town  in  various  places ;  and  now;,  as  we  leave, 
it  is  in  a  blaze.  This  last  act  of  vandalism,  I  re- 
gret to  say,  was  mostly  perpetrated  by  the  sol- 
diers of  the  Eighth  Mame — ^in  some  instances  by 
the  sanction  of  subordinate  officers;  but  it  is 
due  to  Colonel  Rust  to  say  that  every  thing  he 
could  do  was  done  to  protect  the  property  and 
the  people.  One  company  of  the  black  regiment 
were  also  implicated  in  firing  one  block ;  but  they 
did  it  under  the  sanction,  if  not  approval,  of  a 
white  lieutenant  We  are  now  leaving  with  such 
articles  of  value  as  can  be  most  easily  removed, 
and  such  of  the  citizens  as  have  become  so  com- 
promised by  our  presence  as  to  render  it  certain 
that  they  would  not  be  spared  by  the  rebels. 

And  here  I  regret  to  be  compelled  to  record 
acts  of  injustice  and  cruelty  on  the  part  of  an 
officer  for  whom  I  have  heretofore  had  the  high- 
est regard,  and  for  whose  character  and  reputa- 
tion I  had  conceived  the  best  opinion.  At  best 
there  must  be  on  such  occasions  much  personal 
suffering  and  distress.  Families  suddenly  com- 
pelled to  abandon  their  homes  and  find  refuge 
among  strangers,  must  suffer  under  the  best  ad- 
ministration of  affairs.  Of  this  I  do  not  speak. 
General  Hunter  sent  sufficient  transportation,  as 
was  supposed,  for  all  who  wished  to  leave  with 
their  personal  effects.  The  steamer  Convoy  is 
under  special  charge  of  Colonel  Higginson,  of  the 
First  South-Carolina ;  it  was  loaded  with  Gov- 
ernment property  acquired  by  the  troops,  and 
such  furniture  as  could  well  be  taken  on  board — 
beds,  bedding,  and  necessary  articles  for  the  com- 
fort of  the  refugees,  as  they  had  time  to  get  away. 
Col.  Higginson  comes  on  boarS  and  orders  the 
upper  deck  to  be  cleared,  claiming  that  he  must 
have  the  room  for  his  black  soldiers.  The  order 
was  carried  out  amid  the  tears  and  protestations 
of  defenceless  and  unprotected  women  and  child- 
ren, and  even  the  last  mattress  of  one  old  lady 
with  a  family  of  three  persons,  was  thrown  off 
and  abandoned,  and  she  was  coolly  told  she  could 
**  sleep  on  the  ground,  as  the  soldiers  do."  This 
ikmily  now  go  forth  from  a  comfortable  home, 


well  furnished  with  the  results  of  long  years  of 
toil,  to  find  a  refuge  among  strangers,  without  a 
bed  to  sleep  on,  or  a  chair  —  with  nothing  but 
what  they  have  on  their  persons.  And  this  cruel 
wrong  is  not  the  result  of  necessity,  because  all 
the  furniture  could  have  been  taken,  and  though 
the  boat  would  have  been  crowded,  every  article 
brought  on  board  could  have  remained  without 
serious  inconvenience,  and  would  bare  loa'lr 
many  poor  women  and  children  comfortable  in 
their  involuntary  exile.  It  is  now  abandoned  to 
destruction,  and  its  owners  to  want  and  suffa'- 
ing.  Col.  Montgomery  and  Col.  Rust  both  did  all 
that  could  bei  done  to  mitigate  the  evils  of  the 
occasion,  and  I  regret  that  unnecessary  suficriDg 
should  be  thus  inflicted,  and  Col.  Higginson  waa 
the  last  person  from  whom  I  expected  it 

If  Gen.  Hunter  had  desired  to  do  the  State  of 
Florida  and  the  cause  of  freedom  and  Union  in 
the  S6uth  the  greatest  injury — ^if  he  wished  to 
paralyze  the  patriotism  and  destroy  the  lojaltj 
of  this  people,  and  blight  the  hopes  of  the  State, 
he  could  not  have  adopted  a  course  more  certain 
of  success  than  the  one  he  has  adopted  from  the 
first  in  regard  to  this  State.  This  is  now  thv 
third  time  that  the  people  have  been  cheated  and 
the  loyal  sentiment  placed  at  the  mercy  of  the 
common  enemy.  Now  this  place — the  best  and 
most  fiourishing  town  in  East-Florida,  and  the 
only  place  whose  citizens  and  property-holdci> 
were  generally  loyal  —  has  been  irretrievablj 
ruined,  and  its  people  scattered  abroad  witht>ut 
homes  or  means  of  present  subsistence.  Manr 
loyal  citizens  further  up  the  river,  being  assurtii 
of  protection,  have  rendered  service,  and  so  iden- 
tified themselves  vrith  the  Union  cause  as  to  out- 
law them  with  the  rebels,  and  are  nowabandonci 
to  their  tender  mercies.  God  save  the  countri 
and  the  cause  where  such  things  are  done  in  iL< 
name  and  by  its  friends !  Nothing  could  hiw 
been  more  satisfactory  than  the  conduct  of  tb*- 
black  soldiers,  as  a  general  thing.  No  white 
soldier  could  do  betU^,  and  if  left  here  and  in- 
creased by  such  accessions  as  they  could  have 
secured,  they  would  have  gradually  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  State,  and  acquired  a  reputation 
that  would  have  been  a  terror  to  Southern  rebd> 
and  Northern  copperheads. 

The  troops  are  now  all  embarked,  with  four- 
teen rebel  prisoners  and  the  trophies  o(  war,  and 
such  of  the  citizens  as  can  find  place,  on  board 
the  steamers  Delaware,  Boston,  John  Adams,  and 
Convoy,  and  propellers  General  Meigs  and  TiUev. 
and  we  leave  this  devoted  place  a  third  time,  vnd 
now  in  ruins,  as  the  reward  of  the  fidelity  of  it<4 
citizens  to  the  fiag  which  has  been  unfurled  over 
them  but  to  embarrass  and  ruin  them.  You  vill 
undoubtedly  receive^the  official  report  of  the  es^ 
pedition  by  the  same  mail  which  takes  thii^  ^ 
I  have  no  time  for  its  details  now. 

NEW-YORK  "TRIBDNB"   ACCOUIIT. 

Jaccsoxtillb,  Fla.,  BUrdi  f^  1^ 

Jacksonville  is  in  ruins.  That  beautiful  ritj, 
which  has  been  for  so  many  years  a  fiivonte  re- 
sort for  invalids  from  the  North,  has  to-day  been 
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burnt  to  the  ground,  and,  what  is  sad  to  record, 
by  the  soldiers  of  the  National  army.  Scarcely  a 
man^sion,  a  cottage,  a  negro-hut,  or  a  warehouse 
remoina  The  long  lines  of  magnificent  oaks, 
green  and  beautiful,  with  the  thickest  foliage,  the 
orange  groves  perfuming  the  air  with  their  blos- 
soms, the  sycamores,  the  old  century  plants  adorn- 
ing eTcry^irdcn,  the  palmetto  and  bayonet  trees, 
ever  tropical  in  verdure,  the  rose  and  the  jessa- 
mine—all  that  at  this  season,  indeed,  I  might  say 
through  all  seasons,  has  made  Jacksonville  a  lit- 
tle Eden,  has  been  burnt,  and  scorched,  and 
crisped,  if  not  entirely  consumed  to  ashes,  by  the 
derouring  flames. 

I  am  now  writing  on  the  deck  of  the  fine  trans- 
port-ship the  Boston.  Three  gunboats — ^tho  Paul 
Jones,  the  Norwich,  and  the  John  Adams — ^are 
lying  out  in  the  river,  with  guns  shotted,  ready 
to  fire  the  moment  a  rebel  appears  in  sight  The 
transport  vessels — the  Boston,  the  Delavan,  the 
General  Heigs,  the  Tillie,  and  the  Cossack — are 
at  the  whiures,  filled  with  troops.  All  are  on 
board,  except  about  two  hundred  of  the  Sixth 
Connecticut,  who  are  on  picket-duty.  Three  blank 
.^hots  from  the  Paul  Jones  have  just  been  fired, 
as  a  signal  for  them  to  come  in. 

From  this  upper  deck  the  scene  presented  to 
the  spectator  is  one  of  the  most  feiu*ful  magnifi- 
cence. On  every  side,  from  every  quarter  of  the 
city,  dense  clouds  of  black  smoke  and  flames  are 
bursting  through  the  mansions  and  warehouses. 
A  fine  south  wind  is  blowing  immense  blazing 
cinders  right  into  the  heart  of  the  city.  The  beau- 
tiful Spanish  moss,  drooping  so  gracefully  fi*om 
the  long  avenues  of  splendid  old  oaks,  has  caught 
^e,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  through  these 
once  pleasant  streets,  nothing  but  sheets  of  flames 
can  be  seen,  running  up  witii  the  rapidity  of 
lightning  to  the  tops  of  tne  trees,  and  then  dart- 
ing off  to  the  smallest  branches. 

The  whole  city,  mansions,  warehouses,  trees, 
shrubbery,  and  orange-groves  ;  all  that  refined 
taste  and  art  through  many  years  have  made 
beautiful  and  attractive,  are  being  lapped  up  and 
devoured  by  the  howling,  fiery  blast  One  soli- 
tary woman,  a  horse  tied  to  a  fence  between  two 
fires,  and  a  lean,  half-starved  dog,  are  the  only 
living  inhabitants  to  be  seen  on  the  streets.  Fift^ 
Cunilies,  most  of  them  professing  Union  senti- 
tnents,  have  been  taken  on  board  of  the  trans- 
ports and  provided  with  such  accommodations  as 
the  tubs  will  afford.  Some  of  them  have  been 
able  to  save  a  bed  and  a  few  chairs,  biit  most  of 
them  have  nothing  in  the  world  but  the  clothes 
upon  their  back&  Is  not  this  war — vindictive, 
unrelenting  war  ?  Have  we  not  gotten  up  to  the 
European  standard  ? 

Yesterday  the  beautiful  little  cottage  used  as 
the  Catholic  parsonage,  together  with  the  church, 
^  fired  by  some  of  the  soldiers,  and  in  a  short 
time  bume4  ^  the  ground.  Before  the  flames 
^  iairly  reached  the  church,  the  soldiers  burst 
open  the  doors  and  commenced  sacking  it  of  every 
thing  of  value.  The  organ  was  in  a  moment  torn 
to  strips,  and  almost  every  soldier  who  came  out 


seemed  to  be  celebrating  the  occasion  by  blowing 
through  an  organ-pipe.  To-day  the  same  specta- 
cle has  been  repeated,  only  upon  a  much  grander 
scale.  There  must  have  been  some  understand- 
ing among  the  incendiaries  with  regard  to  the 
conflagration.  At  eight  o'clock  the  flames  burst 
from  several  buildings  in  different  parts  of  the 
city,  and  at  a  later  hour  still  more  were  fired. 
The  wind  then  rose  to  a  stiff  gale,  and  the  torch 
of  the  incendiary  became  unnecessary  to  increase 
the  fire.  The  only  mansions  of  any  value  left 
standing  as  we  move  down  the  river,  are  the  ele- 
gant mansions  of  Col.  Sanderson  and  Judge  Qur- 
ritt,  both  rebels  of  the  deepest  dye.  Why  so 
much  property,  known  to  belong  to  Union  men, 
should  have  been  destroyed,  and  the  mansions 
of  these  notorious  rebels  left  standing,  it  is  hard 
to  understand. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  the  ne^ 
troops  took  no  part  whatever  in  the  perpetration 
of  this  vandalisnL  They  had  nothing  whatever 
to  do  with  it,  and  were  simply  silent  spectators 
of  the  splendid  but  sad  spectacle.  The  Sixth 
Connecticut  charged  it  upon  the  Eighth  Maine, 
and  the  Eighth  Maine  hurled  it  back  upon  the 
Sixth  Connecticut  After  the  fires  in  different 
parts  of  the  city  had  broken  out,  Colonel  ^ust 
ordered  every  man  to  be  shot  who  should  be 
found  applying  the  torch;  but  the  order  came 
too  late.  The  provost-marshal  and  his  guard 
could  not  shoot  or  arrest  the  wind.  No  human 
power  could  stay  its  ravages. 

Six  o'eloch  P.M.-— Mouth  of  the  St  John's.— 
A  fierce  north-east  storm  is  raging  upon  the 
ocean.  Gunboats  and  transports  are  lying  here 
in  safety,  waiting  until  it  abates.  Again  we  are 
witnessing  a  conflagration.  Some  of  the  soldiers 
have  gone  ashore  and  fired  a  fine  steam  saw-mill 
at  May  Port  Mills,  said  to  belong  to  a  Union  man 
in  Maine.  Much  indignation  is  expressed  on 
board.  The  white  soldiers  again  are  the  crimi- 
nals. The  blacks  have  not  been  off  their  trans- 
ports. 

April  l«f. — We  arrived  in  this  harbor  early 
this  morning,  after  a  splendid  run  of  fourteen 
hours  from  me  mouth  of  the  St  John's.  Below 
I  give  you  a  list  of  the^amilies  we  brought  with 
us,  whose  dwellings  were  burnt,  and  who  are 
now  utterly  destitute.  Man^  of  them,  before  the 
war,  lived  in  luxury  and  independence.  Now 
they  are  subsisting  upon  the  rations  of  the  com- 
missary department  Gen.  Saxton  has  set  apart 
several  of  the  largest  mansions  in  this  city  for 
their  occupation  until  their  friends  at  the  North 
can  come  to  their  assistance. 

The  foIfowiuR  is  the  list  of  families  referred  to 
above:  Mrs.  Divees  and  family,  Mrs.  Cole  and 
family,  Mrs.  Wallace,  Mrs.  Dunbar,  Miss  Jordan 
of  the  Crespo  House,  Dr.  Emery  and  son,  Mrs. 
Poetting,  Mrs.  Hague  and  family,  Mrs.  Poinsett, 
Miss  Poinsett,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas,  Mrs.  Church, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gower,  Mrs.  Curvick,  Mrs.  M.  Leon- 
ardy  and  family,  Mrs.  R.  Leonardy  and  fiimily, 
Mrs.  Shaddock  and  daughter,  Mrs.  Foster,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Syprel  and  family. 
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Doc.  149. 
THE  CAPTURE   OP   THE    "DIANA." 

NBW-ORLEANS  "ERA"  ACCOUNT. 

BftiSBKAB  Crrr,  Monday,  March  80. 

Last  Saturday  morning,  while  sitting  at  a  table 
in  the  cabin  of  the  gunboat  Diana,  writing  out 
my  notes  to  send  by  the  morning  ti^in,  the  en- 

f'ne-whistle  sounded.  Gathering  up  my  papers, 
asked  Captain  Peterson,  who  stood  beside  me, 
if  he  was  going  to  make  a  trip  that  day  ?  He  re- 
plied he  was  only  going  to  ship  some  coal,  ajid 
not  do  picket-duty  as  usual,  and  that  he  would 
be  quiet  for  two  or  three  days  at  least 

It  appears  that  Capt  Peterson  received  orders 
on  Saturday  morning  to  take  on  board  two  com- 
panies of  infantry  and  make  a  reconnoissance  to 
find  whether  the  enemy  had  received  reenforce- 
mcnts  of  infantry.  He  was  to  go  no  further  than 
a  point  where  a  bayou  from  Grand  Lake  unites 
with  the  Atchafalaya,  west  of  Pattersonville. 

But  he  was  not  contented  with  simply  fulfilling 
the  letter  of  his  commands ;  and  hence,  with  a 
zeal  which  unfortunatelpr  proved  fatal  to  him,  he 
determined  to  carry  his  observations  into  the 
very  midst  of  the  enemy^s  stronghold. 

Proceeding  cautipusly  along  the  bayou  until 
within  half  a  mile  of  Pattersonville,  on  the  upper 
side,  four  of  the  rebel  cavalry  suddenly  came 
within  range,  and  galloped  along  the  levee  road. 
A  shell  was  fired  at  them  from  the  Diana  with- 
out effect  They  continued  retreating  until  they 
reached  the  main  body  of  cavalry,  consisting  of 
several  companies,  which  had  remained  concealed 
by  a  sugar-house. 

Upon  discovering  this  force,  instantly  every 
gun  of  the  Diana  was  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
enemy,  shot  and  shell  being  poured  into  their 
ranks  with  perceptible  effect  Several  companies 
of  rebel  infantry  now  joined  the  cavalry,  and  they 
formed  in  line  of  battle,  and  kept  up  a  sharp 
firing  upon  our  men. 

miile  all  attention  from  the  gunboat  was  di- 
rected to  this  force  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  a  bat- 
tery of  four  brass  field-pieces  was  suddenly  hur- 
ried into  a  neighboring  corn-field,  at  no  greater 
distance  than  twenty  yards  from  the  boat,  whence 
a  most  active  cannonading  was  at  once  com- 
menced. 

It  was  at  this  moment  that  Captain  Peterson, 
while  standing  on  the  deck  on  the  starboard  side 
of  the  pilot-house,  giving  orders  to  his  men,  re- 
ceived a  ball  in  his  breast,  which  prostrated  him 
to  the  deck.  His  only  words  were :  "  I  am  a  dead 
man."  He  never  spoke  again.  Hardly  had  Capt 
Peterson  fallen,  when  a  ball  struck  Master's  Mate 
Mr.  Dolliver,  who  was  standing  at  his  post  work- 
ing one  of  the  Dahlgrcn  cannon.  He  was  killed 
almost  instantly. 

By  this  time  it  became  evident  that  the  object 
of  tiie  enemy  was  to  pick  off  our  men  from  the 
large  guns.  Mr.  Mumford,  having  charge  of  the 
Parrott  gun  in  the  bow,  had  been  killed,  and  a 
perfect  hailstorm  of  buUets  was  showered  upon 
those  who  were  stationed  forward. 


.  Accordingly  these  pieces  were  abandoned,  and 
from  *that  time  all  firing  ceased  on  board  the 
Diana.  Th&  men  could  only  lie  fiat  on  the  decki; 
and  receive  the  shots  of  the  enemy,  whose  firing; 
completely  riddled  the  upper  decks  of  the  boat 
The  wooden  bulwarks  were  knocked  to  splintcri^ 
which  flew  in  every  direction,  proving  more  de* 
structive  than  the  balls  of  the  enemy. 

The  third  shot  fired  by  the  rebels  cut  the  tiller- 
ropes  of  the  Diana,  and  left  her  helpless  in  the 
current  This  damage  was  not  repaired  for  some 
time,  the  boat  meanwhile  floating  down,  stem 
foremost,  toward  the  enemy,  who,  from  the  short 
distance  of  sixty  feet,  raked  her  with  round  shot 
from  stem  to  stem.  All  the  deck  officers  in  com- 
mand were  either  killed  or  wounded.  The  boiler- 
deck  was  torn  in  pieces  by  the  shot,  shell,  and 
grape,  poured  into  it  by  the  enemy.  When  the 
boat  changed  position,  the  enemy^s  cannon  were 
moved  so  that  they  might  be  worked  with  the 
greatest  effect 

Mr.  Hall,  ofilcer  of  the  deck,  was  shot  in  the 
forehead,  and  went  below,  saying  to  the  men: 
"  Boys,  fight  it  out  till  the  last" 

AU  the  ship's  officers  armed  themselves  with 
muskets  during  the  action,  and  used  them  con- 
stantly. 

The  gunboat  Calhoun  went  up  from  Brashetf 
City  to  Pattersonville  yesterday  noon,  under  a 
flag  of  truce,  to  secure  the  bodies  of  the  tilled, 
carry  provisions  to  the  wounded,  and,  if  possihle, 
secure  the  parole  of  the  prisoners. 

The  Calhoun  returned  during  the  evening,  bring- 
ing the  bodies  of  Captain  Peterson,  Master's  Mate 
Dolliver,  and  all  the  privates  of  the  two  compa- 
nies of  infantry,  and  the  sailors  of  the  Diana 
All  the  officers  were  retained,  and,  with  the  ei- 
ception  of  Lieutenant  Allen,  sent  to  New-Iberia. 
Lieutenant  Allen  is  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Grant,  at 
Pattersonville.  The  paroled  men  report  that  ther 
were  very  kindly  treated  during  their  short  im- 
prisonment They  were  kept  in  a  guard-house 
thatched  with  palmetto  leaves,  and  fed  on  corn 
bread  and  salt  meat  Every  attention  was  paid 
to  the  wounded  by  the  women  of  Pattersonville. 
Every  thing  in  their  power  to  bestow  was  freely 
given,  although  they  said  that  there  was  not  a 
barrel  of  flour  in  the  place  to  make  a  dish  of  groel 
from.  They  promised  to  cook  the  articles  sent 
up  to  the  wounded,  and  see  that  they  were  pro- 
vided for. 

Colonel  Gray  was  in  command  of  the  post. 

Ninety-nine  of  our  men  were  paroled.  Tb«r 
names  have  not  yet  been  sent  in  to  tiie  Adjutant- 
Generars  office. 

There  are  several  companies  of  Arinmian  and 
Camanche  Indians  at  the  rebel  camp.  Ther  are 
filthy  and  ragged,  armed  with  every  kind  of  wea- 
pon, and  net^y  all  drunk  when  tiie  Calhoun  va$ 
at  PattersonviUe. 

The  Diana  has  been  sent  to  Franklin. 

•HoiAnra 
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Doc.  150. 
OCCUPATION  OF  COLES'S   ISLAND,  S.  C. 

A   NATIONAL   ACCOUNT. 

C0LB*8  ISLAKD,    S.  C,  I 

NDn  MnjB  fbom  Chaalistoii,  March  23,  1S63.  f 

The   initiatory  movement  toward  the  rebel 
stronghold,  Charleston,  South-Carolina,  has  been 
oommenoed.    The  pioneer  corps  of  the  grand  ex- 
pedition— ^the  One  Hundredth  New- York  volun- 
teers, CoL  G.  B.  Dandy,  (Brevet  Major,  United 
States   army) — ^took  undisputed    possession  of 
Coles's  Island,  nme  miles  from  Charleston,  this 
morning.      I  write  this  letter  from  their  camp. 
There  is  no  secrecy  attached  to  this  movement, 
and  the  fiLcts  I  shall  record  cannot  operate  preju- 
dicially to  any  subsequent  movements.     I  pre- 
sume the  main  facts  of  the  movement  will  be 
chronicled  in  the  rebel  newspapers,  and  thorough- 
ly discussed  at  rebel  breakfast-tables  several  days 
ere  this  letter  reaches  New- York.    The  discovery 
of  America  by  Columbus ;   the  landing  of  the 
Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  are  prominent  facts  of 
American  history;   the  initiatory  movement  of 
movements,  and  the  grand  movement  of  the  great 
expedition  which  is  to  reduce  the  hotbed  of  se- 
cession, will  be  prominent  facts  of  the  contem- 
poraneous history  of  the  present  rebellion,  and 
will  hereafler  occupy  a  prominent  part  in  the 
future  standard  history  of  the  United  States. 
The  defeat  or  success  of  this  expedition  will  have 
a  preponderating  influence,  one  way  or  the  other, 
in  the  closing  of  the  present  war. 

The  One  Hundredth  regiment,  which  came  from 
North-Carolina  in  February  last,  is  a  portion  of 
the  Eighteenth  army  corps.  From  their  arrival 
in  the  Department  of  the  South,  until  they  em- 
barked for  the  expedition  to  this  place,  they  have 
be^  encamped  at  St  Helena  Island,  Port  Royal 
harbor.  Pursuant  to  orders  from  General  Hun- 
ter, they  embarked  from  that  place  on  Monday, 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  on  board  the  steamer 
Expounder,  Captain  Deering.  As  they  marched 
from  the  cainp  to  the  vessel,  they  were  the  re- 
cipients of  the  cheers  of  their  comrades  in  arms. 
The  good-byes  and  God-speeds  were  hearty.  The 
regiment^  alter  its  embarkation,  was  conveyed  to 
Hilton  Head,  six  miles  distant^  where  they  dis- 
embarked, and  exchanged  their  fire-arms  for  the 
new  Austrian  rifle.  This  work  occupied  nearly 
the  entire  day,  and  it  was  nearly  dark  before  the 
regiment  reembarked.  The  Expounder  transport 
then  returned  to  her  anchorage  off  St  Helena 
Island,  where  she  remained  for  the  night 

On  Tuesday,  the  twenty-fifth  instant,  a  south- 
east gale,  accompanied  by  rain  and  fog,  prevailed, 
so  that  it  was  injudicious  to  move  on  that  day. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  the 
twenty-sixth  instant,  the  Expounder  weighed  an- 
chor and  started  for  her  destination.  The  sky 
was  dear,  with  a  fresh  north-east  wind  blowing. 
Leaving  the  anchonlge  off  St  Helena,  we  steamed 
down  Port  Royal  harbor  seaward,  passing  en  route 
the  old  line-of-battle  ship  Vermont,  the  frigate 
and  flag-ship  Walmsh,  the  iron-clad  fleet  of  gun- 
boats, a  half-a-dozen  wooden  ones,  and  hundreds 


of  ammunition,  store,  and  transport  steami^  and 
sailing  vessels.  The  scene,  relieved  by  the  rising 
sun  crimsoning  the  sky,  was  one  of  peculiar  in- 
terest and  grandeur.  At  half-past  seven  o'clock 
A.M.  the  Expounder  passed  the  outer  buoy  of 
Port  Royal  harbor,  was  headed  on  a  north-eastern 
course,  (Charleston ward.)  The  distance  from  Port 
Royal  to  Coles's  Island  is  estimated  at  forty-five 
miles.  The  steamer  Belvidere,  with  stores  and 
artillery  for  the  expedition,  followed  in  the  rear 
of  the  Expounder. 

As  the  tide  in  Stono  Inlet  bar  would  not  serve 
until  noon,  no  attempt  was  made  to  put  the  Ex- 
pounder at  her  full  speed.  She  was  therefore  kept 
under  easy  steam.  The  course  pursued  was  along 
the  coast  line  of  South-Carolina,  in  full  sight  of 
land,  and  six  miles  distant  therefrom.  A  mono- 
tonous line  of  tall  pines  and  palmetto  trees  W2vs 
all  that  repaid  the  spectator. 

After  setting  well  on  our  journey,  the  Expound- 
er was  the  subject  of  a  sea-swell,  not  violent,  but 
it  imparted  such  a  motion  to  the  vessel  as  would 
produce  a  nausea  to  those  persons  not  accustomed 
to  the  sea.  This  number  among  the  One  Hun- 
dredth New- York  was  pretty  large,  and  as  a  con- 
sequence there  were  not  a  few  cases  of  **  casting 
up  Jonah  "  on  the  Expounder. 

Bn  route  down  the  coast  the  steamships  Erics- 
son and  S.  R.  Spaulding,  proceeding  in  opposite 
directions  to  us,  were  successively  passed,  the  for- 
mer from  New- York  bound  for  Port  Royal  towing 
a  nondescript  looking  raft  The  Spaulding  had 
troops  on  board. 

At  half-past  eleven  o'clock  the  Expounder  and 
^elvidere  arrived  off  Stono  Inlet  From  this 
point,  looking  landward,  the  gunboats  Pawnee 
and  Commodore  McDonough,  doing  blockade 
duty  there,  were  plainly  seen.  From  the  deck 
of  the  Expounder  the  spires  of  the  churches  in 
Charleston,  and  the  Union  blockading  fleet  off 
Charleston  were  distinctly  seen.  The  magnetic 
bearing  of  Charleston  from  Stono  Inlet  is  north- 
east by  east,  twelve  miles  distant 

By  the  time  our  mosquito  expedition  reached 
Stono,  the  wind  had  freshened  and  there  was  a 
brisk  sea  flowing.  The  breakers  were  dashing 
over  the  shoals  at  the  mouth  of  the  inlet.  The 
Expounder  had  a  government  pilot  on  board  who 
pretended  to  know  the  channel  into  Stono  Inlet, 
but  when  his  capacity  was  put  to  the  test,  as  we 
approached  the  outer  buoy,  he  displayed  so  much 
hesitation  and  nervousness  that  Captain  Deering 
thought  the  risk  too  great,  both  to  his  vessel  and 
those  on  board,  to  run  the  risk  of  intrusting  his 
vessel  in  the  hands  of  such  a  man.  He  therefore 
ordered  the  union-jack  to  be  hoisted  to  the  mast- 
head, the  usual  signal  for  a  pilot  This  met  a 
prompt  response  from  the  gunboat  Pawnee  in 
Stono  River,  and  shortly  afterward  the  gunboat 
Commodore  McDonough  was  steaming  down  the 
harbor,  coming  to  our  assistance.  She  approached 
one  point  about  half-way  down  the  channel,  with- 
in three  miles  of  the  Expounder,  when  she  stop- 
ped. A  small  boat,  manned  by  sailors  and  under 
a  naval  officer  was  sent  from  her  to  our  assist- 
They  at  first  attempted  to  run  their  boatg 
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but  fte  current  was  too  strong  for  them,  where- 
apon  they  set  sail  and  beat  out  the  channel.  It 
seemed,  as  I  watched  the  progress  of  the  little 
boat,  that  she  would  be  momentarily  engulfed 
in  the  heavy  sea-swell  then  prevailing.  By  the 
time  the  McDonough's  boat  reached  us,  the  tide 
had  been  ebbing  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  the 
Ktage  of  water  there  on  Stono  bar  was  so  low  as 
not  to  admit  its  crossing  by  either  the  Expound- 
er or  Belvidere.  It  was  therefore  deemed  advis- 
able by  Captain  Deering  to  postpone  the  attempt 
until  high-water  the  next  day.  As  the  wind 
was  blowing  quite  fresh,  it  was  thought  advis- 
able to  make  a  harbor  for  the  night  at  Edisto 
Inlet,  twelve  miles  distant,  the  entrance  to  which 
is  practicable  at  all  tides  for  vessels  drawing  less 
than  twelve  feet  of  water.  This  was  accomplished 
by  four  p.m.  As  we  entered  Edisto  Inlet  we  met, 
going  in,  a  fleet  of  four  iron-clad  gunboats,  and 
in  tow  of  a  steamer,  namely,  the  United  States, 
Locust  Point,  Cahawba,  and  the  gunboat  Conne- 
maugh.  In  addition  to  these  were  several  colliers 
and  store  vessels.  Preceding  this  fleet  in  Edisto 
Inlet  were  the  gunboats  South-Carolina  and  Flam- 
beau and  three  schooner  mortar-boats.  The  con- 
solidation of  these  two  fleets  made  quite  an  impos- 
ing appearance,  doubtless  stimulating  the  nerves 
of  the  rebels  in  that  vicinity,  and  particularly  the 
rebel  pickets  on  Botany  Bay,  Seabrook,  and  Edisto 
Islands,  many  of  whom  were  in  sight  when  the 
fleet  entered  the  harbor. 

From  the  anchorage  of  the  Expounder  in  Edisto 
Inlet,  half-a-mile  distant,  on  Bohicksett  Creek,  I 
could  distinctly  see  the  deserted  but  beautiful 
town,  Rockville.  Its  inhabitants,  being  of  the 
secession  *^  persuasion,*^  had  gone  Dixicward.  The 
town  has  a  neat  church,  with  an  immense  spire ; 
a  large  cotton-ginning  establishment,  stores,  j^ost- 
o^ce,  dwelling-houses,  and  the  usual  concomi- 
tants of  a  first-class  town.  Some  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  are  neat,  capacious,  and  apparently  com- 
fortable. The  town  in  many  respects  wears  the 
air  of  a  Yankee  town.  The  architecture  of  the 
buildings  seems  to  indicate  that  at  one  time  a  live 
Yankee  from  Massachusetts  had  settled  there. 
As  I  said  before,  the  place  is  uninhabited,  except 
by  a  few  superannuated  negroes,  male  and  female. 
The  rebels  have  a  picket  station  there,  and  the 
town  is  frequently  visited  by  rebel  scouting-par- 
ties. 

The  view  of  the  surrounding  country,  from 
Edisto  Inlet,  is  sublime.  The  soil  is  of  unex- 
ampled natural  fertility,  out  of  which  can  be  rais- 
ed almost  any  kind  of  a  crop.  From  Edisto,  the 
eye  can  describe  a  semicircle  of  territory  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  miles  in  extent  The  topogra- 
phy of  the  land  is  of  an  undulatory  cffiaracter. 
The  arable  cultivated  lands  bear  such  a  harmoni- 
ous proportion  to  the  palmetto  and  pine  woods, 
as  to  make  the  scenery  preeminently  interesting. 
Through  the  opens  on  the  small  eminences,  here 
and  there  are  seen  the  palatial  residences  of  the 
old  planters.  Many  of  these  houses  have  obser- 
vatories on  them,  which  give  them  an  unique  and 
lofty  appearance.  Near  the  planters*  houses  are 
seen  tne  negro  villages.     Most  of  these  villages 


are  liow  deserted,  and  ^ the  lands  lying  waste  for 
want  of  cultivation.  *  The  landscape  from  Edisto 
Inlet,  is  one  well  worthy  of  the  pencil  and  easd 
of  the  limner. 

At  eight  o^clock,  on  Thursday  morning,  the 
twenty-seventh  instant,  the  Expounder  and  the 
Belvidere  weighed  anchor,  took  their  departure 
from  Edisto,  and  proceeded  once  more  to  Stono 
Inlet  The  weather  was  delightful,  and  the  heavy 
wind  which  prevailed  the  day  previous,  had  sub- 
sided. Both  vessels  arrived  at  the  inlet  before 
high-water,  and  were  obliged  to  lay  off  and  on 
until  the  tide  should  'serve.  We  were  well  re- 
paid for  the  delay,  as  we  had  the  gratificatioii  of 
seeing  the  iron  ram  Keokuk  pass  us,  enr^uU 
from  Fortress  Monroe  for  Hilton  Head.  This 
double-turreted  monster  looked  formidable. 

While  waiting  for  the  tide  to  serve,  the  Got- 
emment  pilot  on  the  Expounder  made  a  small  boat 
survey  of  Stono  Bar.  After  he  returned,  which 
was  about  noon,  the  Expounder  was  got  under 
weigh ;  but  immediately  «f^er  passing  the  first 
buoy,  she  grounded  on  a  shoal,  from  which  her 
motive  power  was  unable  to  extricate  her.  Capt 
Deering,  of  the  Expounder,  immediately  ordered 
the  ensign  to  be  set,  union  down,  as  a  signal  of 
distress.  This  was  answered  promptly  by  the 
ranking  naval  officer  in  Stono  River,  who  imme- 
diately sent  the  gunboat  Commodore  McDonough 
to  our  assistance.  Soundings  were  taken,  to  as- 
certain the  position  of  the  Expounder,  when  it 
was  discovered  that  the  shoal  was  a  fulcrum  on 
which  the  steamer  was  resting,  a  position  by  no 
means  safe  nor  desirable.  As  the  tide  receded, 
our  position  became  more  precarious,  and  the 
breakers  by  which  we  were  surrounded  were  in* 
tense  and  (Ungerous.  Before  the  arrival  of  suc- 
cor from  the  navy,  long  hawsers  of  the  Belridere 
and  Expounder  were  spliced,  (the  former  v^sel 
had  not  at  this  time  attempted  to  cross  the  barj 
but  the  efforts  of  the  former  vessel  to  r^eve  the 
latter,  were  unavailing.  The  power  of  both  was 
nil. 

The  wind  was  freshening  all  the  time,  so  that 
it  blew  a  little  gale;  the  Expounder  was  sur- 
rounded by  a  surf-swell,  which  seemed  to  threat- 
en the  lives  of  those  on  board,  should  the  gale  in- 
crease.  The  Expounder  had  boats  enou^  only 
for  a  few  hundred,  so  that  our  position  was  crili- 
cal.  The  gunboat  McDonough,  having  a  distance 
of  eight  miles  to  oome  from  her  anchorage  to 
where  the  Expounder  was  on  sh<»e,  some  time 
elapsed  after  the  time  we  made  our  signal  of  dis- 
tress, before  she  reached  us.  When  ^e  cune  to 
our  assistance,  she  run  a  hawser  to  us,  and  at- 
tempted to  pull  the  Expounder  off  the  shoaL 
After  tugging  for  an  hour  or  two,  and  parting 
several  hawsers,  the  McDonough  herself  went 
ashore  on  the  edge  of  the  channd.  Shortly  afttf 
this,  a  loud  report  was  heard  all  over  the  Ex- 
pounder. It  was  subseauently  discovered  that 
the  hog-frame,  or,  to  make  it  more  plain  to  the 
reader,  the  laiige  semicircular  frame,  seen  over 
the  decks  of  our  large  river  steamere,  had  brok a 
in  twain.  Captain  Deering  immediately  ordered 
the  troops  to  go  aft,  and  the  cargo,  oa  the  fo^ 
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ward  part  of  the  boat,  to  the  same  place.  This 
was  done  to  prevent  the  boat  from  straining. 
The  Belvidere  meanwhile  had  crossed  the  bar, 
and  anchored  in  a  position  half  a  mile  from  the 
Expounder.  The  safety  of  the  troops  was  now 
a  matter  of  serious  consideration.  The  captain 
of  the  steamboat,  and  Colonel  Bandy,  of  the  One 
niindredth  regiment,  held  a  consultation,  and  at 
once  determined  to  lower  all  the  boats,  and  re- 
moTc  the  troops  forthwith  to  the  Belvidere.  In 
addition  to  boats*  crews  from  the  Expounder,  sev- 
eral were  made  up  from  volunteers  from  among 
the  troops.  The  Belvidere  sent  all  her  boats  to 
assist  in  the  rescue.  In  a  short  time,  a  dozen  or 
more  small  life  and  surf-boats,  were  loading  with 
troops.  The  work  was  conducted  with  coolness. 
The  first  boats  that  left  the  Expounder  for  the 
Belvidere,  dashed  through  the  surf  boldly ;  but 
it  Beemed  the  white-capped  waves  would  cover 
them  at  any  moment  This  perilous  work  was 
continued  until  dark.  By  this  time,  about  three 
hundred  soldiers  had  been  removed  from  the  Ex- 
pounder to  the  Belvidere. 

While  this  work  was  going  on,  more  assistance 
was  sent  to  us  by  Commander  Balch,  of  the  Paw- 
nee. He  sent  the  ship*s  launch,  manned  by  twen- 
ty pillant  sailors.  In  the  launch  was  a  long  rope 
cabie  and  an  anchor,  with  which  to  assist  in  heav- 
ing the  stranded  steamer  off  the  shoal.  The  na- 
val men  worked  like  heroes,  and  succeeded  in  get- 
ting a  hawser  to  the  Expounder,  and  threw  the  an- 
chor in  a  proper  place  to  obtain  the  desired  result 

At  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  the  tide  had  risen 
to  such  an  extent^  as  to  warrant  the  attempt  to 
rescue  the  steamer.  A  heavy  strain  was  got  on 
the  cable  referred  to,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
the  engines,  the  Expounder  got  off  the  reef^  after 
a  trial  of  less  than  an  hour  from  the  time  the  tide 
served.  The  gunboat  McDonough  got  off  the 
place  where  she  grounded  an  hour  or  so  previous. 
These  fiu:ts  afforded  a  great  relief  to  all  on  board 
the  unfortunate  steamer.  We  anchored  for  the 
night  in  the  channel. 

During  the  day,  the  rebel  batteries  at  Light- 
House  Inlet,  or  Folly  Island,  four  or  five  miles 
distant,  tried  the  range  of  their  guns  upon  us. 
The  range  was  too  long,  and  their  shells  exploded 
harmless  on  the  beach,  a  mile  or  two  short  of  us. 
At  night,  the  rebel  lookouts  on  Folly  Island  fired 
rock(&,  emitting  red  fire,  at  intervals.  This  ap- 
peared to  be  a  signal  of  warning,  either  to  Gen. 
Beauregard  that  the  Yankees  were  approaching, 
or  to  warn  off  contraband  blockade-runners. 

On  Friday  morning,  the  twenty-eighth  instant, 
the  Belvidere  and  Expounder  steamed  into  Stono 
River,  opposite  Coles  s  Island.  Under  the  direc- 
tion of  Commander  Balch,  of  the  Pawnee,  they 
took  anchorage  within  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
the  centre  of  the  island.  The  steamers'  boats, 
with  those  from  the  gunboats,  were  all  brought 
into  use  at  eight  o'clock  a.ic.  The  troops  com- 
menced disembarking.  Major  D.  D.  Nash,  of  the 
One  Hundredth  regiment,  with  three  companies 
of  that  regiment,  was  the  first  to  land.  The  move- 
ment was  promptly  made.  The  troops  formed  in 
line  as  they  landed,  with  muskets  loaded,  ready  for 


any  attack  from  the  enemy.  The  enemy  did  not 
come,  and  the  regiment  was  safely  landed,  in  one 
hour  from  the  time  the  disembarkation  com> 
menced. 

While  the  troops  were  disembarking,  Colonel 
Dandy,  of  the  One  Hundredth  regiment  Com- 
mander Balch,  of  the  Pawnee,  and  Capt  Rice,  of 
the  Seventy-sixth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  (on 
special  duty  on  the  Pawnee,)  landed  on  the  island, 
and  reconnoitred  in  the  vicinity.  They  discov- 
ered a  rebel  battery,  situated  near  the  end  of  the 
causeway  that  leads  from  Coles's  to  James  Island, 
about  one  and  three  fourths  miles  from  where  the 
troops  were  making  their  camps.  They  also  saw 
evidences  of  numerous  concealed  works  on  Folly 
and  James  Islands.  The  rebels  are  in  force  in 
this  vicinity.  We  look  for  an  attack  at  any  mo- 
ment I 

Coles's  Island,  now  occupied  by  our  troops,  is 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Stono  and  Folly  Rivers. 
It  is  about  two  miles  long,  and  one  eighth  of  a 
mile  wide.  It  might  be  considered  a  part  of 
James  Island,  as  the  dividing  line  (if  it  may  be  so 
called)  is  a  marsh.  A  causeway  connects  Coles's 
with  James  Island.  The  island  is  in  proximity 
to  Kiawah,  John's  and  Folly  Islands,  and  Stono, 
Folly,  and  Kiawah  Rivers.  The  topography  of 
the  Island  is  of  an  undulating  character,  and  is 
covered  with  a  sparse  growth  of  pine  and  palmet- 
to-trees. The  ground  is  covered  with  thick  switch- 
grass,  interspersed  with  cactus  and  semi-tropical 
wild  plants.  In  the  water-front,  or  rather,  the 
sea-front  of  the  island,  there  is  the  debris  of  a 
round  fort,  occupied  by  the  rebels  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  There  are  two  embra- 
sures still  visible,  and  portions  of  platforms  for 
guns.  In  the  rear  of  the  work,  is  a  large  bomb- 
proof  powder-magazine.  On  the  east  end  of  the 
island,  there  are  a  number  of  rific-pits,  close  to 
which  is  a  rebel  graveyard,  in  which  are  ten  or 
twelve  graves.  From  the  head-boards  it  is  seen 
that  the  island  was  at  one  time  garrisoned  by  the 
Fourteenth  South-Carolina  regiment  When  our 
troops  landed,  they  discovered  water-wells  were 
already  dug  for  them. 

From  the  north  side  of  Coles's  Island,  two  miles 
distant,  is  the  pretty  town  of  Legareville.  It  is 
situated  on  the  Stono  River,  and  runs  parallel 
with  it  It  has  many  large  buildings  of  modem 
architecture,  and  appears  to  have  been  once,  if 
not  now,  occupied  by  a  pretty  enterprising  peo- 
ple. The  houses  are  surrounded  by  large  flower- 
gardens,  and  ornamented  in  front  by  shade-trees 
of  various  descriptions.  The  town  has  been  de- 
serted by  its  inhabitants,  and  is  now  occupied  by 
the  rebel  soldiers.  The  rebels  have  three  forU 
here,  two  of  them  of  recent  construction.  The 
United  States  gunboat  Isaac  P.  Smith,  was  cap- 
tured by  one  of  these  forts  several  weeks  ago. 
Since  that  time,  the  enemy  have  made  acces- 
sions to  these  works,  by  the  addition  of  the  forts 
named,  besides  a  line  of  rifle-pits,  nearly  half  a 
mile  long,  on  the  south  side  of  the  town.  In  ad- 
dition to  these  fortifications,  the  rebels  have  a 
mortar-battery  on  James  Island,  directly  opposite 
the  town. 
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Early  in  the  afternoon^  the  One  Hundredth  had 
their  camp  established,  their  shelter-tents  up,  the 
artillery  landed,  and  camp-fires  in  full  blaze,  the 
men  in  the  best  of  spirits,  with  their  eyes  wide 
open  for  an  attack  from  the  rebels.  In  justice  to 
the  One  Hundredth  regiment,  I  must  say,  from 
the  time  they  left  Port  Royal  to  the  time  they 
landed  on  CoWs  Island,  not  a  murmur  was  heard 
from  the  soldiers,  although  during  the  trip  they 
were  subject  to  many  inconveniences  and  hard- 
ships. This  speaks  well  for  the  discipline  in  its 
ranks. 

At  night  our  pickets  were  thrown  out  at  proper 
points,  and  the  artillery  placed  in  an  eligible  po- 
sition. Camp-fires  were  extinguished,  so  as  to  ob- 
scure our  exact  position  from  the  rebels.  About 
midnight,  the  rebel  pickets  exhibited  flash  signal- 
lights,  within  three  hundred  yards  of  our  picket- 
line.  These  signals  were  answered  by  the  rebels 
at  liegarcvilie,  two  miles  distant.  The  rebel  pick- 
ets on  Folly  Island,  were  also  employed  during 
the  night  in  signalizing  by  means  of  rockets, 
sometimes  showing  white  and  at  others  red  rock- 
ets. The  night  passed  away  without  any  occur- 
rence of  importance.  —i^Mo-  York  fferald. 

Doc.  151. 
A  NATIONAL   FAST. 

BT    THE    PBBSIDENT  OF    THE    UNITED   STATES   OF 

AMERICA. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  de- 
voutly recognizing  the  supreme  authority  and 
just  government  of  Almighty  God,  in  all  the  af- 
fairs of  men  and  of  nations,  has,  by  a  resolution, 
requested  the  President  to  designate  and  set  apart 
a  day  for  national  prayer  and  humiliation : 

And  whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  nations,  as  well 
as  of  men,  to  own  their  dependence  upon  the 
overruling  power  of  God,  to  confess  their  sins  and 
transgressions  in  humble  sorrow,  yet  with  assured 
hope  that  genuine  repentance  will  lead  to  mercy 
and  pardon,  and  to  recognize  the  sublime  truth, 
announced  in  the  Holy  Scriptures  and  proven  by 
all  history,  that  those  nations  only  are  blessed 
whose  God  is  the  Lord : 

And,  insomuch  as  we  know  that,  by  His  di- 
vine law,  nations,  like  individuals,  are  subjected 
to  punishments  and  chastisements  in  this  world, 
may  we  not  justly  fear  that  the  awful  calamity  of 
civil  law,  which  now  desolates  the  land,  may  be 
but  a  punishment  inflicted  upon  us  for  our  pre- 
sumptuous sins,  to  the  needful  end  of  our  nation- 
al reformation  as  a  whole  people  ?  We  have  been 
the  recipients  of  the  choicest  bounties  of  Heaven. 
We  have  been  preserved,  these  many  years,  in 
peace  and  prosperity.  We  have  grown  in  num- 
bers, wealth,  and  power  as  no  other  nation  has 
ever  grown.  But  we  have  forgotten  God.  We 
have  forgotten  the  gracious  hand  which  preserved 
us  in  peace,  and  multiplied  and  enrich^  and 
strengthened  us ;  and  we  have  vainly  imagined, 
in  the  deceitfulness  of  our  hearts,  that  all  these 


blessings  were  produced  by  some  superior  wis- 
dom and  virtue  of  our  own.  Intoxicated  with 
unbroken  success,  we  have  become  too  self-suflS- 
cicnt  to  feel  the  necessity  of  redeeming  and  pre- 
serving grace,  too  proud  to  pray  to  the  God  that 
made  us ! 

It  behooves  us,  then,  to  humble  ourselves  l«- 
fore  the  offended  Power,  to  confess  our  naUonol 
sins,  and  to  pray  for  clemency  and  forgiveness. 

Now,  therefore,  in  compliance  with  the  request, 
and  fully  concurring  in  the  views  of  the  Senate,  I 
do,  by  this  my  proclamation,  designate  and  set 
apart  Thursday,  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  1863,  as 
a  day  of  national  humiliation,  fasting,  and  pnjer. 
And  I  do  hereby  request  all  the  people  to  abstain 
on  that  day  from  their  ordinary  secular  pursuits, 
and  to  unite,  at  their  several  places  of  public  wor- 
ship and  their  respective  homes,  in  keeping  the 
day  holy  to  the  Lord,  and  devoted  to  the  hum- 
ble discharge  of  the  religious  duties  proper  to  that 
solemn  occasion. 

All  this  being  done,  in  sincerity  and  truth,  let 
us  then  rest  humbly  in  the  hope,  authorized  hj 
the  Divine  teachings,  that  the  united  cry  of  the 
nation  will  be  heard  on  high,  and  answered  with 
blessings,  no  less  than  the  pardon  of  our  national 
sins,  and  restoration  of  our  now  divided  and  suf- 
fering country  to  its  former  happy  condition  of 
unity  and  peace. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  mj 
hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  affixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington  on  this 

thirtieth  day  of  March,  in  the  year  of  our 

[l.  s.]  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  siitj- 

three,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Coit- 

ed  States  the  eighty-seventh. 

By  the  President :  Abrailax  Lihcolx. 

William  H.  Seward, 

SecretuT  of  States 


Doc.  162. 
BATTLE    NEAR   SOMERSET,   KY. 

OFnOIAL    DESPATCHBB. 

SoMttssr,  Kj.«  liarchSl. 

I  ATTACKED  the  cnomy  yesterday  in  a  strong  po- 
sition of  his  own  selection,  defended  by  six  can- 
non near  this  town,  fought  him  for  two  hours, 
driving  him  from  one  position  to  another,  finally 
stormed  his  position,  whipped  him  hancbomcly, 
and  drove  him  in  confusion  toward  the  river.  Hi$ 
loss  is  over  three  hundred  in  killed,  wounded  and 
prisoners. 

The  enemy  outnumbered  us  two  to  one,  and 
were  commanded  by  Pegram  in  person,  isi^^ 
stopped  pursuit,  which  will  be  renewed  in  the 
morning. 

We  captured  two  stands  of  coIorsL  Our  loss  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  not  exceed  thir- 
ty. Scott^s  famous  rebel  regiment  was  cut  off 
from  the  rest  and  scattered.  GoLXosf. 

Brtgwiicr6«ncnL 

The  entire  rebel  force  has  been  drawn  out  of 
Central  Kentucky,  and  much  of  their  plonder  hai 
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been  recaptured.  Their  force  has  been  greatly 
enggerated,  as  well  as  the  amount  of  plunder 
ttken  by  them. 

I  have  this  morning  received  a  second  despatch 
from  General  Gillmore,  dated  this  morning,  from 
Sligal*s  Ferry,  on  the  Cumberland  River,  as  fol- 
lows: 

I  underrated  the  enemy*s  forpe  in  my  first  re- 
port of  yestcorday's  fight  They  have  over  two 
thousand  six  hundred  men,  outnumbering  us  two 
to  one. 

During  the  night  their  troops  recrossed  the 
Cumberland  in  three  places.  We  have  retaken 
between  three  hundred  and  four  hundred  cattle. 
Pegram^s  loss  will  not  fall  short  of  five  hundred 
men.  Gillmore, 

Brlgadier-General. 

The  alacrity  with  which  the  troops  were  con- 
centrated, and  the  vigor  and  gallantry  of  the  at- 
tack, are  highly  commendable. 

A.  E.    BURNSIDE, 

Major-Qeneral  Gonmuuiding. 

CINCINNATI   "GAZETTE"   ACCOUNT. 

LiziKOTOir,  Kt.,  April  t. 

Gen.  Gillmore  and  staff  returned  from  the  front 
last  night,  leaving  Cols.  Runkle  and  Wolford  to 
pick  up  prisoners  and  bring  up  the  rear.  Gen. 
Pegram's  long-planned  and  boasted  invasion  of 
Kentucky  has  ended  in  a  destructive  and  dis- 
agreeable defeat 

General  Gilmore  assumed  the  command  in  per- 
son, and  left  here  with  the  determination  to  re- 
capture the  earnings  of  the  rebel  expedition,  and 
punish  the  audacity  of  the  brigahds. 

Perceiving  that  they  had  converted  a  retreat 
into  a  precipitate  flight,  he  left  the  infantiy  and 
poshed  on  with  his  mounted  force,  consisting' of 
the  First  Kentucky  cavalry,  Colonel  Wolford' s ; 
Forty-fifUi  O.V. I.,,  mounted,  Colonel  Runkle;  a 
detachment  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ohio,  mounted, 
under  liajor  Mitchell;  and  the  Seventh  O.V.  cav- 
alry. Colonel  Ghurrard — ^in  all  one  thousand  two 
hundred  men.  Such  was  the  dashing  energy  of 
the  pursuit,  that,  notwithstanding  the  rebels  had 
thirty-six  hours  the  start,  they  were  overtaken 
four  miles  north  of  Somerset 

General  Carter,  in  command  of  eight  hundred 
mounted  men,  had  reached  Buck  Creek,  twelve 
miles  from  Somerset,  when  Gen.  Gillmore  reached 
him  with  his  body-guard  and  the  Seventh  Ohio 
cavalry,  increasing  the  number  to  one  thousand 
tvo  hundred,  with  which  they  double-quicked 
ontU  wiUiin  reach  of  the  enemy's  rear-guard.  The 
skirmishing  then  comnvenced.  Gens.  Gillmore  and 
Carter  with  Wolford  and  the  body-guard  in  the 
advance.  As  often  as  the  rebels  made  a  stand 
they  were  dislodged  with  shell.  Within  twelve 
miles  of  Somerset,  at  Button's  Hill,  in  a  very 
strong  position,  the  rel>els  drew  up  in  force  and 
planted  t^eir  batteries ;  and  here,  about  twelve 
o'clock,  commenced  the  real  battle.  Our  line  of 
battle  was  drawn  up,  with  the  batteries  in  the 
centre^  supported  by  the  Seventh  cavalry,  (Run- 
kle,) with  a  detachment  of  the  Forty-fourth  and 
Forty-fifth  on  the  left,  and  Wolford*s  on  the  right 


The  preliminary  artillery  fight  lasted  one  and  a 
half  hours,  and  resulted  in  the  dismounting  of 
three  of  their  guns. 

The  wings  were  then  ordered  to  advance.  Wol- 
ford did  so,  wounded.  Runkle  dismounted  and 
found  it  too  hot,  but  when  the  enemy  found  him 
out  and  commenced  shelling,  he  threw  aside  all 
hesitation,  and  at  the  head  of  his  men,  gallantly 
charged  up  the  hill.  The  rebels  moved  out  to 
meet  him.  For  an  instant  his  line  wavered,  with 
batteries  playing  directly  upon  them,  shot  and 
shell  booming  over  them,  and  leaden  rain  playing 
with  deadly  music  around  them.  They  pausc(^ 
however,  only  to  take  breath,  and  with  one  intent 
and  a  single  shout,  they  hurled  their  column  upon 
the  advancing  foe.  Col.  Runkle  and  his  command 
behaved  like  heroes  and  veterans. 

At  the  same  time  Wolford,  on  the  right,  and 
Col.  Garrard,  in  the  centre,  charged,  and  the  ene- 
my broke  in  disorder  to  their  horses,  under  cover 
of  the  wooded  hill,  and  fled  pell-mell  through  the 
town.  Captain  Stowe,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
Forty-fourth,  was  ordered  forward  to  reconnoitre. 
A  body  of  Scott's  and  Ashby's  rebel  cavalry  were 
here  detected  in  a  flank  movement  on  Wolford. 
Colonel  Sanders  hastened  to  reenforce,  and  after 
a  s&ort,  sharp,  and  decisive  conflict,  captured  sixty 
prisoners,  and  put  them  to  rout  A  detachment 
of  Scott's  men  were  seen  flymg  into  the  road  to 
cut  off  Capt  Stowe,  when  Gen.  Gillmore,  at  the 
head  of  his  body-guard,  charged  down  upon  them 
like  a  whirlwind,  and  they  turned  off  another 
road.  Gen.  Gillmore  and  guard  entered  the  town, 
and  held  it  until  the  Forty-fourth  and  Forty-fifth 
came  up. 

The  enemy  made  another  stand  three  miles  be- 
low Somerset,  and  were  again  routed. 

Night  now  came  on,  and  our  boys  were  exhaust- 
ed. In  the  morning  it  was  found  the  rebels  had 
crossed  the  river  during  the  night  in  great  confu- 
sion. More  than  one  hundred,  it  is  said,  were 
drowned.  They  planted  a  battexjy  on  the  river, 
which  was  quickly  demolished.  We  recovered 
four  hundred  cattle  at  the  river.  Their  loss  in 
killed  and  captured  is  nearly  five  hundred,  of  whom 
fifty  were  killed.  The  loss  on  our  side  is  but  thir- 
ty-five killed,  wounded  and  missing. 

The  shot  mostly  passed  over  the  heads  of  our 
men.  The  whole  affair  was  brilliant  and  dashing, 
one  thousand  two  hundred  to  two  thousand  five 
hundred,  led  by  the  Generals  in  person.  A  sur- 
geon, imder  a  flag  of  truce,  was  searching  for  Gen. 
Pegram  after  the  battle. 

ANOTHER   ACCOUNT. 

SOMSUR,  April  87,  1868. 

The  details  of  the  battle  of  Somerset,  so  much 
as  refers  to  the  engagement  at  Button's  Hill, 
have  been  published ;  but  the  more  interesting 
and  brilliant  history  of  the  charge  upon  Scott's 
and  Ashby's  cavalry,  and  their  subsequent  rout 
and  utter  defeat,  have  not 

I  gave  you  an  account  of  the  previous  skirmish- 
ing and  rebel  stand  at  the  hill,  together  with  the 
F^eral  plan  of  attack,  and  the  charge,  resulting 
in  the  retreat  of  the  rebels,  and  our  possession 
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of  the  ground.  This  charge  was  made  simulta- 
neously by  Runkle,  and  the  Forty-fourth  and 
Forty-fifth  Ohio  on  the  left,  Wolford  on  the  right, 
and  Major  Norton  with  two  battalions  of  the 
Seventh  Ohio  cavalry  in  the  centre.  The  rebels 
fled,  pursued  by  Norton  to  within  half  a  mile  of 
Somerset  This  charge  and  pursuit  revealed  the 
fact  that  the  rebel  guns  and  a  lai^e  part  of  their 
force  had  previously  been  detached,  and  before 
the  rear  of  the  Seventh  cavalry,  heretofore  sup- 
porting the  batteries,  had  reached  the  hill,  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  of  Scott's  cavalry  swept 
down  a  ravine  on  our  left  rear  at  full  speed, 
passed  the  ground  but  ten  minutes  before  occu- 
pied by  our  batterie.s,  pressed  hotly  upon  Colonel 
Garrard,  whose  splendid  horse  and  skilful  horse- 
manship alone  prevented  his  capture,  and  upon 
the  order  foi*  the  Seventh  to  right  about  and  fire 
the  enemy  turned  and  went  out  as  they  came  in. 
Had  this  rebel  charge  taken  place  thirty  minutes 
sooner,  as  Pegram  ordered  and  had  intended,  with 
our  troops  in  position,  they  would  doubtless  have 
captured  our  batteries. and  materially  changed 
the  result  of  the  action.  Their  plan  was  detected, 
however,  almost  at  the  moment  of  the  success  of 
our  charge  upon  the  hill,  and  Wolford  was  de- 
spatched by  Gen.  Carter  to  the  wood  on  the  left 
rear,  to  counteract  it.  Upon  engaging  the  enemy 
he  discovered  that  instead  of  the  one  hundred  and 
fifty  who  had  made  the  dash  he  was  met  by  a 
largely  superior  force,  and  sent  for  reinforce- 
ments. Major  Mclntire,  with  two  companies  of 
the  Seventh,  was  promptly  ordered  to  his  relief 
Upon  the  arrival  of  Major  Mclntire  the  enemy 
gave  way  and  commenced  the  retreat  Wolford 
and  his  men  had  performed  feats  of  individual 
valor  worthy  of  the  days  of  knight  errantry,  and 
held  the  rebels  in  check.  Wolford  himself  had 
pursued  the  rebel  leader  Colonel  Scott  so  closely, 
that  when  within  thirty  paces  of  him  with  levelled 
pistol  he  called  upon  him  to  die  or  surrender. 
At  the  moment  Wolford's  horse  was  shot,  and 
fell,  and  Scott  escaped,  when  Mclntire  arrived. 
The  Mountain  Wolf  was  cheering  his  men  for- 
ward on  foot  The  rebels  broke  in  confusion, 
and  fled.  Wolford  halted  for  want  of  ammu- 
nition, and  Mclntire  with  seventy-two  men  yel- 
ling like  a  thousand,  followed  across  an  open 
field  and  into  the  woods,  and  here  commenced 
the  most  extraordinary  flight  and  pursuit,  T  ven- 
ture to  assert,  that  has  been  recorded  during  the 
war. 

The  rebel  force,  under  Scott  and  Ashby,  is 
estimated  variously  firom  six  hundred  to  eight 
hundred.  Major  Mclntire* s  command  at  this 
time  was  but  seventy-two,  and  yet  the  rebel  panic 
increased  with  every  rod  passea  over  in  their  ter- 
rific flight  over  hill  and  valley,  brook  and  rock, 
tangled  brush  and  fallen  timber.  Any  one  to  re- 
view the  field  to-day,  would  pronounce  such  a 
race  over  such  ground  impossible.  At  the  base 
of  a  precipitous  hill  and  embarrassed  by  the  con- 
tracting valley,  high  fences,  and  a  complication 
of  lanes,  the  rebels  were  evidently  about  to  turn 
at  bay  in  very  desperation,  when  additional  re- 
enforcemenls  of  four  companies  of  the  Seventh 


cavalry,  under  Colonel  Sanders,  appeared  dashing 
along  at  their  left.  This  completed  their  conster- 
nation and  utter  discomfiture  They  again  brok^, 
every  man  for  himself  All  attempts  at  organi- 
zation were  abandoned  fi'om  that  mcmient  and 
each  rebel  sought  only  to  save  himself  as  best 
he  could.  Those  who  made  the  Stanford  road 
passed  through  -Somerset  without  hats  or  gun^ 
using  their  sabres  as  whips,  in  very  desperation 
of  terror.  The  distance  fi^m  the  first  wood, 
where  Major  Mclntire  engaged  them,  to  the  end 
of  the  pursuit,  is  about  six  miles.  A  part  of  the 
rebel  force  crossed  the  Crab  Orchard  road  about 
midnight,  and  the  Cumberland  about  twenty 
miles  above  Somerset,  others  at  Mill  Sprin«!*«. 
Those  who  passed  through  Somerset  were  par- 
sued  by  Col.  Sanders,  and  the  Colonel  fired  tus 
last  shot  through  the  rearmost  rebeFs  head  and 
abandoned  the  chase  within  two  miles  of  town. 
Lieut  Copeland  maintained  the  pursuit  without 
other  ammunition  than  yells  for  over  two  mile<. 
The  green  flag  of  Scott^s  First  Louisiana  caralrr, 
made  by  the  fair  hands  of  the  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey Marshall,  was  captured  by  Lieut  Copdand. 
The  flag  of  Carter's  Tennessee  cavalry  was  also 
captured. 

On  the  Stanford  road  Major  Mclntire  enoonn 
tered  three  rebels,  shot  one  and  captured  two,  in 
a  clump  of  cedars  near  the  lane  where  the  final 
flight  began.  Lieut  Daniels,  of  the  First  Louis- 
iana cavalry,  lies  buried  where  he  fell,  with  an 
oak  shingle  at  his  head,  on  which  is  Inscribed  in 
pencil,  his  name  and  rank.  To  which  some  one 
has  added  the  epitaph — ^^  Thus  perish  all  enemies 
of  Uncle  Sam." 

The  flight  for  six  miles  is  marked  by  torn 
brush,  scarred  trees  and  dead  horses.  Nineteen 
rebels  were  killed,  six  wounded,  and  sixty-seren 
prisoners  taken.  In  the  valley  several  women 
of  the  neighborhood  had  fled  for  safety  and  con- 
cealment, and  when  they  found  themselves  stir 
rounded  by  conflicting  armies  after  the  arrival  of 
Sanders,  their  terror  and  piteous  shrieks  may  be 
imagined  but  not  described.  It  was  ludicroof. 
even  amid  the  terrible  realities  being  enacted 
around  them.  Our  boys  ceased  firing,  and  let 
them  pass  to  the  rear.  Their  screams  for  a  lev 
moments  fairly  drowned  the  roar  of  musketij 
and  shouts  of  our  men. 

After  the  rebs  were  fairly  rooted,  Ronkk 
pursued  them  three  miles  below  Somerset,  where, 
in  a  very  strong  position,  evidently  prepared  be- 
forehand, on  a  semicircular  range  of  hills  com- 
manding all  approaches,  they  made  another  stand. 
As  night  had  come,  and  doubtful  of  their  strength, 
he  abandoned  the  chase.  It  has  been  sinee  asnr* 
tained  that  they  really  would  have  made  no  de- 
fence, and  had  our  forces  continued  the  pnrsmt 
to  the  river,  they  would  have  surrendered.  It  is 
easier  to  know  these  things  after  than  before,  or 
during  a  battle.  It  is  enough  now  to  know  that 
our  boys  fought  bravely  against  overwbebning 
odds  in  numbers,  and  nirly  whipped  the  brag- 
garts ;  and  still  better  to  know  that  they  anxSoufr- 
\y  await  but  the  opportunity  to  repeat  the  expe- 
rience. &  & 
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LOUISVIIJJS   "JOURNAL"    ACCOUNT. 

SOMBBSST,  Kt.,  April  A,  1S63. 

I  propasc  giving  your  readers  an  outline  of  our 
late  moyements  in  Central  Kentucky^  and  more 
especially  the  part  taken  by  Wolford's  cayalry  in 
the  battle  of  Soineroet     We  were  in  camp  near 
Stanford,  when  our  scouts  announced  the  approach 
of  a  lai^  force  of  the  enemy  by  way  of  Monticel- 
la    From  the  fact  that  they  had  a  long  wagon- 
tnin,  and  the  advance  was  composed  of  cavalry 
and  artillery  as  they  passed  through  Wayne  Coun- 
ty from  the  direction  of  Knoxville,  we  all  conclud- 
ed that  they  told  the  truth  for  once  when  they 
announced  a  formidable  invasion  of  the  State  un- 
der Breckinridge,  Morgan,  and  Pegram.     They 
left  tiieir  wagon-train  beyond  the  river  with  Che- 
nault,  Hamilton,  and  Champ  Ferguson,  with  their 
commands,  to  protect  their  crossings  on  the  Cum- 
berland, and  to  press  wagons,  horses,  negroes, 
and  cattle  in  that  vicinity,  while  the  rest  made  an 
inyasion  of  the  cen  tral  parts  of  the  State.   A  print- 
ed handbill  was  also  found  by  our  scouts,  signed 
by  Morgan's  Adjutant-General,  giving  all  Union 
men  of  conscript  age  three  days  to  leave  the  State 
or  be  conscripted  into  the  Southern  army.    They 
crossed  the  Cumberland  in  three  places,  and  those 
coming  into  Somerset  marched  in  as  infantry  to 
make  the  impression  complete  that  a  large  army 
was  there.     These  impressions  being  reported  to 
Colonel  Wolford  and  to  Gen.  Carter  at  Danville, 
made  it  necessary  for  them  to  be  cautious,  lest 
another  affair  like  that  of  Richmond  last  fall  should 
again  give  up  the  whole  State  to  the  rebels.    Un- 
der this  uncertainty,  it  was  determined  to  retreat 
from  Danville,  carrying  back  the  supplies  to  the 
Kentucky  River,  and  await  further  developments 
of  their  force  and  movements. 

It  is  quite  easy  for  men  now  to  criticise  the 
movement,  but  we  venture  the  opinion  that  no 
military  man,  with  the  information  then  in  our 
possession,  would  have  done  otherwise  than  Gen. 
Carter  did  under  his  instructions,  and  the  im- 
portance of  holding  communication  with  Lexing- 
ton by  way  of  the  Kentucky  River  bridge  at 
Camp  Robinson.  General  Carter  had  not  yet 
had  time  to  prepare  for  this  movement  when  the 
enemy  appeared  in  force  in  his  front  at  Danville, 
confirming  the  impression  of  their  superior  num- 
bers. Wolford's  cavalry  and  the  battery  of 
mountain  howitzers  at  once  engaged  the  enemy, 
and  the  Second  Tennessee  and  Eighteenth  Michi- 
gan infantry  undfir  Colonels  Carter  and  Doolittle 
^ere  brought  out  in  line  of  battle,  supporting 
the  First  Indiana  battery.  The  rest  of  the  forces 
had  been  sent  to  the  Dick's  River  bridge  to  pro- 
tect the  rear  and  hold  the  bridge.  The  Danville 
ffght  lasted  an  ho^r,  perhaps,  until  the  tnun  was 
ready,  and  then  we  began  our  retreat  to  Camp 
Robinson.  We  had  barely  gotten  our  train  out 
of  town,  and  the  artillery  and  infantry  had  got- 
ten nearly  through,  when  the  enemy  made  a 
forious  attack  upon  the  rear  of  Wolford's  cavalry, 
which  was  protecting  the  retreat,  guarding  both 
the  rear  and  the  train  in  front  Repulsed  from 
the  rear,  they  charged  up  the  street,  and  began 
ui  indiscriminate  fire  upon  citizens  and  soldiers 


on  the  streets.    Wolford*s  men  rallied  upon  the 
streets,  and  repulsed  them  on  every  side,  and 
prevented  them,  with  the  aid  of  a  few  shots  from 
the  artillery,  from  making  any  further  attacks 
upon  the  train  and  the  rear.     Heading  his  men 
in  a  dashing  charge  upon  the  foe,  in  the  streets 
of  Danville,  Lieut -Colonel  Adams,  of  Wolford*H 
regiment,  was  cut  off,  and  himself  and  three  or 
four  of  his  men  were  compelled  to  surrender. 
This  was  a  heavy  loss  to  us,  but  he  finally  suc- 
ceeded in  making  his  escape  from  his  guard  be- 
low Monticello,  and  has  rejoined  his  command, 
to  the  great  joy  of  his  men.    The  night  after  our 
retreat  to  the  Kentucky  bridge  they  captured 
some  thirty  more  of  Wolford*s  men,  while  on 
picket,  by  closing  in  behind  them ;  but  Captain 
Boone,  who  was  at  Lancaster  with  some  sixt}' 
men,  recaptured  most  of  them,  and  the  Forty- 
fourth  and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  recaptured  others, 
and  paptured,  in  connection  with  Captain  Boone*s 
force,  forty  of  the  enemy.     We  lost  in  all  only 
about  three  of  Wolford's  men  wounded,  ten  cap- 
tured, and  some  twenty  of  the  Eighteenth  Michi- 
gan captured  on  picket,  besides  a  few  sick  and  a 
few  commissary  stores  that  we  could  not  get 
wagons  enough  to  carry  off.     The  enemy  lost 
one  killed  and  six  wounded,  and  over  forty  pris- 
oners—  one  of  whom  is  Major  Paine,  and  several 
other  commissioned  ofiBcers.     A  more  successful 
and  orderly  retreat  has  seldom  been  made ;  and, 
inasmuch  as  it  was  but  a  part  of  a  higher  plan, 
it  was  a  complete  success.     As  it  was  the  first 
retreat  Wolford's  cavalry  ever  protected,  (and  as 
the  infantry  got  no  opportunity  to  assist,  though 
they  behaved  with  great  coolness  and  steadiness 
throughout,)  they  and  the  howitzer  battery  were 
especially  complimented  by  their  gallant  com- 
mander.    Lieut -Colonel  Adams,  Major  Owens, 
Captains  Rowland,  Alexander,  and  Carter,  Lieuts. 
Keene,  Dick,  Carpenter,  and  Bcatty,  and  many 
private  soldiers  of  the  rear-guard,  we  noticed,  and 
no  doubt  others  whom  we  did  not  see,  especially 
distinguished  themselves  by  their  daring  bravery 
in  the  fight     Colonel  Wolford,  conspicuous  in 
every  fight,  was  foremost  in  the  danger,  and  Gen. 
Carter,  and  Colonels  Doolittle  and  Carter,  and 
with  Captain  Robinson^s  great  coolness,  perform- 
ed their  respective  parts  in  the  action  and  the 
retreat 

After  our  retreat  across  the  Kentucky  River 
we  had  to  await  intelligence  of  the  strength  and 
position  of  the  enemy.  Four  long,  anxious  days 
did  we  await  and  skinnish  with  them,  before  we 
were  certain  of  their  strength  and  intentions. 
When  we  at  last  found  out  the  truth,  how  im- 
patient all  were  to  avenge  the  wrongs,  and  drive 
out  the  thieving  hordes  from  our  State.  They 
fled  on  Friday  night  from  our  front,  and  on 
Saturday  morning  we  began  the  pursuit  Some 
of  the  gallant  Ninth  Kentucky  cavalr}*^  had  dashed 
into  Danville  and  so  alarmed  the  guilty  crew  that 
they  burned  tlie  bridge  between  Danville  and 
Camp  Robinson,  and  Wolford*s  cavalry  and  Col. 
Runkle's  mounted  infantry  began  to  press  upon 
their  rear  near  Lancaster,  when  they  fled  across 
Dick^s  River,  burning  the  bridge  behind  them, 
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and  encamped  near  Stanford  on  Saturday  night 
Dick's  River  was  too  full  to  ford,  and  we  captur- 
ed several  of  their  rear-guard,  several  of  them 
being  drowned  in  attempting  to  cross  it.     We 
encamped  between  Lancaster  and  Crab  Orchard 
and  awaited  the  fall  of  the  river  and  the  morning 
light.     Early  next  morning  we  crossed  the  river, 
carrying  our  howitzer  ammunition  across  upon 
the  horses,  and  plunging  the  howitzers  through. 
At  Crab  Orchard,  Wolford's  cavalry  made  a  dash 
upon  the  rear  of  Col.  Ashby's  and  Major  Steele's 
cavalry,  killing  two,  wounding  several  more,  and 
capturing  twenty-five.    "We  now  began  our  march 
toward  Somerset,  hoping  to  intercept  a  part  at 
least  of  the  enemy,  and  recapture  a  part  of  the 
cattle  before  them.     At  Buck  Creek  we  came 
witliin  ten  miles  of  Somerset ;  and,  as  the  ene- 
my was  reported  in  our  front  in  double  our  force, 
General  Carter  determined  to  encamp  and  feed, 
and  await  until  the  next  morning  before  making 
an  attack  upon  them.     There  we  were  joined  by 
General  Gillmore  the  next  morning  with  some 
two  hundred  and  fifty  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  caval- 
ry and  two  Parrott  guns  of  the  First  Indiana 
battery. 

Our  whole  force  now  amounted  to  about  eleven 
or  twelve  hundred  men,  of  which  the  Forty-fourth 
and  Forty-fifth  Ohio  mounted  infantry  had  three 
hundred  each,  and  Wolford's  cavalry  about  three 
hundred,  and  the  rest  were  of  the  Seventh  Ohio 
cavalry  and  the  artillery,  of  which  we  had  six 
pieces  of  small  moimtain  howitzers  and  two  Par- 
rott guns.  General  Gillmore  took  the  chief  com- 
mand, but  General  Carter  continue'd  to  command 
and  advise  with  him.  As  I  acted  as  volunteer 
aid  to  General  Carter,  and  was  thus  often  with 
the  Generals,  I  can  bear  testimony,  not  only  to 
their  bravery  and  coolness,  but  to  their  complete 
generalship,  so  far  as  I  am  competent  to  judge, 
in  this  afiair.  About  three  miles  from  Somerset 
our  advance  came  upon  theirs  in  considerable 
force,  posted  in  ambush  behind  a  temporary 
breastwork  made  of  rails  and  timber.  Our  artil- 
lery and  skirmishers  soon  routed  them  out  of 
this,  and  we  pressed  rapidly  forward  after  them. 
We  soon  came  upon  a  second  ambushed  force  on 
a  hill,  which  opened  a  galling  fire  upon  our  ad- 
vance, wounding  three  of  Wolford's  men  very 
severely. 

Again  the  cavalry  and  light  artillery  routed 
them,  and  they  fell  back  to  their  main  force,  now 
in  strong  position  upon  a  hill,  one  mile  and  a  half 
from  Somerset  The  hill  is  some  two  hundred 
feet  above  the  plain,  where  we  were  advancing ; 
has  a  clump  of  trees  next  to  the  road,  on  its  top 
and  side,  and  is  full  of  stumps  and  rocks  and 
crossed  by  a, fence,  all  forming  an  excellent  cover 
for  riflemen  and  a  splendid  position  for  artillery. 
A  deep  stream  flanked  it  on  our  left^  as  there 
is  a  mill-dam  just  at  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  the 
enemy's  right  This  prevented  any  flank  move- 
ment with  our  dismounted  men  and  artillery  on 
that  side.  On  our  left,  a  ridge,  with  a  heavy 
timber  upon  it,  enabled  them  to  take  advantage 
of  their  superior  force,  more  than  double  ours,  to 
flank  us  beyond  the  range  of  our  guns,  and  to 


come  into  our  rear,  which  was  their  plan  of  bat- 
tle. Our  men  were  soon  in  line  and  ready  to  en- 
gage. Colonel  Runkle,  with  the  Forty-foarth 
and  Forty-fifth  "Ohio  infantry,  dismounted,  and 
formed  the  left  wing;  Colonel  Wolford  with  hU 
cavalry  dismounted,  composed  the  right  wing; 
and  the  artillery  and  the  Seventii  Ohio  caTahr, 
mounted,  composed  thd  reserve  and  support  of 
the  artillery. 

We  opened  the  battle  with  our  artillery,  and 
were  soon  replied  to  by  theirs,  composed  of  three 
Parrott  guns  and  two  howitzers.  As  Col  Wo|. 
ford  advanced  upon  the  rights  through  the  tim- 
ber, he  saw  a  heavy  body  of  caviJry  moring 
around  to  his  right  to  gain  our  flank  and  rear. 
He  ascertained  from  time  to  time  the  progress  of 
this  movement,  and  after  the  artillery  and  skir- 
mishers had  been  hotly  engaged  for  an  hour  or 
more,  ho  was  ordered  to  deploy  more  to  the  cen- 
tre, in  line  of  battle,  so  as  to  be  within  support- 
ing distance  of  Colonel  Runkle,  who  had  advanc- 
ed his  column  to  the  foot  of  the  hill  on  the  left. 
An. order  was  then  sent  to  Colonel  Runkle  to 
chaise  the*  hill  with  fixed  bayonets.  An  order 
was  sent  to  Colonel  Wolford,  at  the  same  time, 
to  storm  the  hill  with  his  cavalry  riflemen.  As 
Captain  Honnell  galloped  along  the  line  to  the 
Colonel,  the  boys  well  knew  that  some  command 
from  the  Gen^^  had  come.  "Col.  Wolfori" 
said  the  Captain,  S*the  General  orders  you  to 
storm  that  hill!"  "Forward,  boys!"  shouted 
the  Colonel,  as  he  led  them  up  the  hill,  the  ene- 
my pouring  their  rifle-balls  and  grape-shot  all 
over  and  around  us.  But  on  and  on,  up  the 
long  hill,  went  the  boys,  with  that  terrific  shout 
so  oft«n  heard  by  their  flying  foes  on  other  fidds 
of  blood.  The  brave  Ohioans  on  their  left  caught 
up  the  sound,  and,  with  fixed  bayonets  and 
shouts  of  victory,  they,  too,  poured  volley  after 
volley  upon  the  foe  as  they  advanced  up  the  hill 
The}'  gained  the  heights  step  by  step,  and  here 
and  there  *were  seen  hundreds  of  their  foes  be- 
hind trees,  stumps,  rocks,  and  fences ;  but  thej 
halt  not,  nor  falter,  until,  with  a  wild  shout  they 
sweep  fit>m  the  hill-top  every  living  foe.  In  ten 
minutes  from  the  time  the  command  was  given, 
they  had  stormed  the  hill  and  had  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  captured  over  three  hundred  men.  And 
it  was  only  by  dint  of  hard  running  that  the  ene- 
my saved  their  cannon  and  their  whole  command 
Thus  was  the  battle  fought  and  the  victory  gain- 
ed by  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  each  of  throe 
regiments  against  more  than  twice  their  number 
on  their  own  chosen  field.  Our  loss  id  this 
charge  was  only  three  killed  and  thirteen  wound- 
ed, while  that  of  the  enemy  was  more  than  ten 
times  as  great,  besides  some  two  hundred  taken 
prisoners,  with  many  horses  and  arms. 

After  we  had  stormed  the  heights  and  routed 
the  front  our  whole  force  immediately  occupied 
the  battle-field.  We  had  barely  gained  our  new 
posiUon  when  here  came  Scott's  celebrated  caval- 
ry, and  a  part  of  Ashby's,  charging  upon  our  rear 
and  almost  capturing  our  horses,  guma,  and  aH 
We  hastened  to  gain  our  horses,  and  rescued  a 
part  of  the  horses  of  the  Ohio  in&Dtry  from  tht 
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hands  of  the  enemy.     We  now  drew  a  new  sup- 
ply of  ammunition,  and  Wolford^s  and  Scott's 
cavalry  were  soon  most  fiercely  engaged.     Scott 
had  between  six  and  seven  hundred,  as  all  the 
prisoners  agree,  and  Wolford  but  three  hundred 
men.    Scott  dismounted  his  men  and  took  a 
8trong  position  in  the  thick  woods  to  our  /ear, 
and  awaited  the  assault  •  He  told  his  men  that 
their  long  desire  was  now  to  be  gratified,  as  Wol- 
ford's  cavalry  was  approaching  m  line  of  battle, 
and  they  must  fight     As  our  advance  came  up 
they  opened  a  rapid  fire  from  behind  the  trees 
and  fence ;  and  we  had  to  approach  through  an 
open  field  to  dislodge  them  from  theyr  shelter. 
Wolford  kept  the  most  of  his  men  on  their  horses 
ready  to  charge  when  opportunity  ofiered  any 
chance.    Uis  dismounted  men  rushed  forward, 
and  all  opened  volley  after  volley  upon  the  men 
in  the  woods.     An  hour^s  manoeuvring  and  fight- 
ing was  of  no  avail ;  he  could  not  dislodge  the 
superior  numbers  of  Scott,  who  fought  with  the 
utmost  desperation.    .Wolford  then  determined 
to  try  the  force  of  strategy,  and  so  announced  to 
his  men.     He  feigned  a  repulse  and  retired,  in 
order  to  get  Scott  to  mount  his  men  for  a  charge. 
The  strategy  succeeded.     As  Wolford  retreated 
back  about  two  hundred  yards  to  the  woods,  Scott 
ordered  his  men  to  mount  and  charge.     In  two 
minutes  here  they  came,  in  no  regular  order, 
through  the  field  with  a  shoi^t ;  when  Wolford 
(his  men  now  in  battle-line)  shouts  them  on  to 
the  charge.     Never,  since  the  days  of  Cromwell, 
was  there  such  a  shout  and  charge  as  then  was 
made  by  the  First  Kentucky  cavalry,  headed  by 
their  Colonel   in  person.     His  horse  fell  under 
him,  shot  through  the  neck,  but,  being  large  and 
strong,  rose  again  with  the  indomitable  Colonel,' 
who  spurred  him  on  into  the  fight,  when  a  spent 
ball  struck  the  Colonel  himself,  stunning  him  for 
a  moment,  but  on  still  he  went,  his  men  firing 
their  nfles  and  shouting  through  the  woods  after 
Scott's  now  retreating,  scattering  host    For  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  they  pursue  thus,  when,  com- 
ing to  an  open  field,  Scott  again  rallies  a  part  of 
his  men  and  makes  another  desperate  stand.     For 
an  hour  or  more  he  holds  this  second  position, 
when  reenforcements  from  the  Seventh  Ohio  cav- 
alry came  up  in  view,  and  opening  upon  him  vol- 
ley after  volley,  he  again  breaks  his  line  and  or- 
ders a  retreat.     A  rapid  pursuit  follows  for  some 
fire  miles,  and  our  men  are  ordered  to  retiv'n. 
The  killed  on  our  side  were  three  of  Wolford' s 
bravest  men.  Orderly  Sergeant  Hoy,  and  Staley, 
of  company  C,  and  one  of  company  F,  and  Capt 
Rowland  and  four  others  wounded.     Scott  lost 
some  twelve  or  fifteen  killed  and  forty  wounded 
and  over  one  hundred  captured,  besides  horses 
and  arms,  and*  his  large  regimental  flag.     His 
whole  command  was  scattered,  and  made  their 
way  out  that  night  by  companies  and  squads  at 
different  points,  from  Wheeler's  Gap  down  to 
Creelsboro,  on  the  Cumberland  River.     We  had 
to  march  upon  the  force  in  front,  still  larger  than 
our  own,  and  hence  had  no  time  to  pursue  his 
scattered  forces.     Night  closed  in,  and  the  ene- 
niy,  by  different  ferries,   prepared  beforehand, 


crossed  over  the  Cumberland  and  made  their 
escape.  Our  loss  in  all  the  campaign  was  six 
killed,  twenty-five  wounded,  and  about  thirty 
prisoners  paroled,  while  theirs  will  amount  in 
killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners,  to  over  five  hun- 
dred, besides  the  rout  and  demoralization  follow- 
ing so  signal  a  defeat  We  also  captured  about 
five  hundred  head  of  cattle,  most  of  which  have 
been  given  up  to  loyal  citizens  on  proof  of  owner- 
ship. We  can  mention  no  names  distinguished 
for  gallantry  in  this  afiair  where  all  did  so  brave- 
ly and  well. 

Kentucky,  especially,  will  honor  the  dead  and 
pray  for  the  wounded  and  the  well  in  this  battle 
for  her  protection  and  deliverance. 

KiRKWOOD. 


Doc.   158. 
RAID    UPON    POINT    PLEASANT,   VA. 

CINCINNATI  ^ "  COMMERCIAL  "   ACCOUNT. 

PoniT  Plbasaht,  Va.,  April  2. 

General  dissatisfaction  is  expressed  at  the 
distorted  account  of  the  late  attack  upon  this 
"  point."     The  facts  are  these : 

Jenkins,  with  four  hundred  and  eighty-one 
men,  with  others  in  reserve,  came  down  the  Ka- 
nawha on  flatboats  fi*om  Buffalo,  to  within  a  mile 
of  this  place,  landed  his  men,  and  attacked,  at 
ten  A.X.,  the  Point  from  three  directions  simulta- 
neously, and  so  suddenly  that  his  advance  was 
within  effective  range  of  the  court-house,  situ- 
ated in  the  centre  of  the  town,  before  the  alarm 
was  given.  Captain  Carter,  of  company  E,  Thir- 
teenth Virginia  volunteer  infantry,  commanded 
the  post,  and  instantly  rallied  his  fifty  men  from 
their  camp  to  the  court-house,  where  for  more 
than  four  hours  he  successfully  thwarted  every 
essay  to  capture  them.  When  summoned  to  sur- 
render, he  replied :  **  Go  to 1    Take  me  if  you 

can!"  They  then,  by  threats  of  burning  the 
town,  induced  some  secession  women  to  convey 
a  flag  of  truce,  and  try  to  prevail  upon  Captain 
C.  to  surrender,  but  to  no  purpose. 

Between  two  and  three  p.m.,  the  enemy  com- 
menced to  retreat,  and  the  discharge  of  some 
howitzers  from  the  hurricane-deck  of  the  govern- 
ment transport  Victor  No.  Two  caused  a  panic, 
when  many  threw  away  their  plunder,  swam  the 
creek,  and  hastened  up  the  Kanawha,  pursued 
for  a  short  distance  by  the  ^*  Cheese-heads"  of 
Gallipolis,  Ohio. 

Casualties  on  the  Union  side— one  lieutenant 
badly  wounded,  one  private  killed,  one  mortally 
wounded,  and  thirteen  captured  and  paroled; 
also,  one  citizen  slightly  wounded.  The  rebels 
lost  twenty  killed,  twenty-five  wounded,  and 
twenty-seven  captured,  including  one  lieutenant- 
colonel,  two  captains,  and  two  lieutenants. 

Two  cribs  of  com  were  burned  and  a  quantity 
of  government  and  private  property  taken,  about 
one  hundred  and  seventy  dollars'  worth  of  which 
has  been  recovered  They  took  about  forty 
horses.     The>  have  acknowledged  a  signal  defeat 

In  justice  to  the  brave  participants  in  the  un- 


496 


REBELLION  BECOBD,  1862-63. 


equal  contest^  please  give  this  a  place  in  your 
valued  paper,  and  oblige  the  citizens  of  Point 
Pleasant  E.  M.  Fitzgebald. 

P.  S. — A  few  convalescent  soldiers,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  citizens  who  could  find  guns  to 
use,  fought  the  ragamuffins  ^'  on  their  own  hook.^' 

K  M.  F. 


Doc.  154. 
EXPEDITION  UP  THE  YAZOO  RIVER, 

ITS   JOURNAL   AND   BISTORT. 

Nkah  VicKSBUHcn,  Monday,  March  81, 1868. 

The  return  of  all  the  transports  and  gunboats 
of  Admiral  Porter^s  naval  and  military  expedition 
up  the  Yazoo  River,  to  their  former  rendezvous 
in  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  Yazoo,  will  have 
reached  you  by  telegraph,  and  the  whole  affair 
will  have  passed  into  history,  perhaps  before  this 
is  seen  by  the  readers  of  the  Times.  The  rebels 
undoubtedly  take  great  credit  to  themselves  for 
having  defeated  the  expedition;  and  the  with- 
drawid  of  our  gunboats  and  troops  will  be  trum- 
peted as  another  glorious  victory.  It  is  true  the 
prime  object  of  the  expedition  —  which  was  un- 
derstood to  be  the  taking  of  Yazoo  City ;  the 
capture  of  the  transports  and  gunboats,  if  any 
were  found,  and  the  getting  into  position  to  at- 
tack Haines's  Bluff  from  above,  was  not  accom- 
plished, owing  to  the  delay  arising  from  unex- 
pected obstacles  in  Black  Bayou.  There  was 
some  hard  fighting  both  by  the  land  forces  and 
by  the  naval  batteries ;  some  sha^  dodging  of 
guerrillas  behind  stumps  and  trees  ;  a  world  of 
hard  work  performed  in  cutting  and  clearing  the 
way  for  the  gunboats  through  the  bayous  —  and, 
report  says,  a  little  tall  running  on  one  occasion 
by  the  marines  or  land  troops.  The  latter  state- 
ment, of  course,  is  unworthy  of  credit  The  fleet, 
it  is  asserted,  had  a  narrow  escape  from  capture, 
on  account  of  a  sudden  attack  of  a  large  rebel 
force,  who  felled  trees  and  other  obstructions  be- 
fore and  behind,  and  was  only  saved  by  the  time- 
ly arrival  of  General  Sherman's  troops,  who  drove 
back  the  rebel  sharp-shooters  and  relieved  our 
working  parties,  who,  for  a  day  and  night,  were 
prisoners  under  their  own  casemates,  and  unable 
to  show  their  heads  on  account  of  rebel  dead- 
shots,  who  lay  behind  every  stump  and  tree,  and 
devoted  themselves  to  the  amiable  task  of  **  pick- 
ing off"  our  men. 

Notwithstanding,  the  enterprise  has  paid  pret- 
ty well  for  the  outlay,  in  what  it  has  developed 
of  the  hydrography  of  that  portion  of  the  coun- 
try, its  numerous  and  hitherto  unfamiliar  ave- 
nues of  approach,  exhibiting  to  the  rebels  them- 
selves, as  well  as  to  us,  their  weak  and  exposed 
position  ;  and,  finally,  in  the  damage  which  it  has 
inflicted  upon  the  whole  region  visited,  the  cap- 
ture of  cotton  and  contrabands,  and  the  mutual 
destruction  of  thousands  of  bales  which  could  not 
be  brought  away,  reducing  by  so  much  the  col- 
lateral resources  of  the  enemy. 

The  loss  of  life  was  comparatively  small,  only 
one  being  killed  and  some  twenty  wounded,  in 


the  naval  part  of  the  expedition.  One  of  these 
has  since  died.  Among  the  troops  the  lo^  was 
also  small,  and  the  damage  to  our  vessels,  though 
apparently  serious,  can  all  be  re]>aired  for  fire 
thousand  dollars  or  less.  Some  three  hundred 
bales  of  cotton  were  brought  down,  together  with 
about  three  hundred  and  fifty  **•  firee  colored  peo- 
ple oT  African  descent','  The  latter  thronged  to- 
ward our  gunboats  and  transports  wherever  thej 
approached  the  plantations  and  landings  aloDp 
the  river,  and  seemed  to  regard  our  advent  as  a 
providential  affair,  sent  expressly  to  rescue  them 
from  a  life  of  hopeless  bondage.  The  slaves  thu5 
brought  out  of  the  Yazoo  region  would  raise  com 
and  pork  Inough  to  feed  a  whole  brigade  of  rebel 
soldiers.  Distributed  among  the  land  and  naral 
forces  here,  they  will  perform  an  immense  amount 
of  hard  and  necessary  labor,  thus  saving  the 
health  and  4ives  of  our  troops  in  this  exhausting 
and  unhealthy  climate.  But  I  ^ill  not  further 
touch  on  this  matter. 

Your  able  and  rollicking  correspondent  "  Gal- 
way,"  accompanied  the  troops,  and  will,  is  usual, 
do  full  justice  to  that  part  of  the  expedition,  un- 
less his  letters  again  fall  into  the  hands  of  "  Ham- 
mond." What  I  give  in  this  brief  letter  refen* 
more  particularly  to  the  naval  operations  from 
the  time  of  starting  to  its  return. 

The  gunboat  fleet  consisted  of  the  CarondeleC 
Pittsburgh,  Louisville,  Cincinnati,  Mound  City. 
Tyler,  Linden,  (No.  2,)  some  four  small  iu^ 
the  Champion,  Pocahontas,  Monongahela,  and 
several  other  boats — ^all  proceeding  up  the  Ya»«^ 
while  the  large  portion  of  the  troops  went  up  the 
Mississippi  as  far  as  Island  Number  One  II^nd^^i 
— ^at  Eagle  Bend — where  they  were  disembarked, 
and  marched  by  a  military  road  constructed  fsr 
the  purpose  to  a  point  on  **  Steele's  "  or  **  Cypress 
Bayou,"  where  that  stream  approaches  very  near 
the  Mississippi  River. 

The  Carondelet  and  Tyler  started  on  Thursday, 
March  twelfth,  and  were  followed  on  Friday  by 
the  other  vessels.  During  Saturday  and  Sunday 
the  troops  went  up  to  their  destination  alr^dv 
mentioned  on  the  Mississippi.  The  Tyler  led 
the  way  up  the  Yazoo  and  stopped  at  Johm^on's 
Landing,  opposite  Cypress  Bayou,  where  she  ^^ 
mained  doing  picket  or  guard-duly,  until  the  fleet 
returned  on  the  following  Thursday.  At  this 
point  the  Admiral,  accompanied  by  Captain  Miu*- 
phy,  of  the  Carondelet  made  a  reconnoi*«?ancc 
for  some  distance  up  Steele's  Bayoa  Having 
sent  back  and  procured  a  large  supply  of  ax^ 
saws,  and  other  engineering  tools,  the  cxpcu't"«>n 
proceeded  on  Saturday.  The  gunboats  went  «vi 
cautiously,  the  small  tugs  or  gigs  being  emp!oyc»i 
to  go  ahead  and  reconnoitre  the  war. 

At  half-past  eight  a.m.,  Captain  Murphy,  with 
Ensign  Amcrman,  and  a  gig's  crew,  with  a  howit- 
zer, proceeded  to  examine  the  bayou.  Twelre 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  they  came  to 
and  passed  the  mouth  of  Muddy  Creek,  an  outM 
of  the  Mississippi.  A  mile  further  on  they  pa»eJ 
Hughes's  Mound  on  the  right  At  noon  th»*y 
reached  the  jnouth  of  Big  Black  Bayou,  thie 
party,  in  chai^  of  Mr.  A  merman,  landed  and 
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proceeded  along  a  road  leading  through  a  cane- 
brake,  while  another  portion  of  the  men  pulled 
along  the  river.  Near  HiU*s  plantation  the  two 
parties  met,  and  then  returned  to  report  the  re- 
«ttilt  of  their  explorations.  They  returned  to  the 
Carondelet,  which  now  lay  at  Muddy  Greek,  near 
Colonel  Joe  Willett*s  forsaken  plantation.  Here 
game  was  found  in  abundanca  Mallard  duck, 
bottle  duck,  a  species  of  Mallaca;  wood-duck, 
water  turkey  or  cormorant,  which  lire  on  fish, 
and  in  turn  are  eaten  by  the  negroes,  and  large 
black  squirrel  abounded.  Besides,  there  were 
seen  snapping-turtles,  alligators,  moccasin  and 
copperhead  snakes,  and  other  varmints  iiT  great 
rariety.  The  country  was  heavily  wooded  for 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  bayous,  and  like  the 
overflowings  of  the  Nile,  where  it  is  open  and 
cultivated,  the  alluvial  deposit  adds  to  the  pro- 
ductiveness of  the  land.  The  wood  is  the  wild 
.cypress,  ash,  bitter  pecans,  and  cottonwood.  The 
following  are  the  distances  from  the  Cypress  Ba- 
you: 

From  the  mouth  of  Steele's  or  Cypress  Bayou 
to  Big  Black  Bayou,  thirty  miles ;  from  Big  Black 
to  Big  Deer  Creek,  six  miles  ;  Big  Deer  Creek  to 
Rolling  Fork,  eighteen  miles ;  Rolling  Fork  to 
Sunflower,  ten  miles ;  Sunflower  to  Yazoo,  forty- 
one  miles  —  sixty  miles  from  its  mouth.  Total, 
one  hundred  and  five  miles. 

During  Sunday  the  armed  vessels  proceeded 
up  the  Cypress  and  stopped  near  Hill  s  planta- 
tion, where  pickets  were  stationed  for  tl)e  night 
On  Monday  proceeded  to  Hill's  house  and  cap- 
tured all  whom  we  found  there  —  some  sixty  or 
seventy  blacks,  men,  women,  and  children — and 
irith  the  assistance  of  negroes  for  guides,  the 
land  party  proceeded  to  Fore's  plantation,  de- 
stroying the  bridge  over  the  bayou.  A  guard 
was  pkurod  over  Fore  and  his  overseer,  to  prevent 
either  from  escaping  to  give  information  of  the 
approach  of  the  expedition.  The  Admiral  took  a 
tug  and  pushed  far  ahead  during  Monday  to  re- 
connoitre 

Tuttdat/y  March  17. — The  gunboats  were  un- 
der weigh  as  soon  as  it  was  light  ei^ough  to  see, 
and  were  all  day  butting  at  large  trees  in  Black 
Bayou.  They  reached  HiU's  plantation  at  half- 
past  eleven  a.m.,  at  the  mouth  of  Deer  Creek. 
Knsign  Amerman  was  put  in  charge  of  a  tug  with 
howitzer,  a  gun's  crew,  and  seventeen  marines, 
with  a  sergeant  to  keep  ahead  and  reconnoitre. 
Upon  nearing  *'  Massa  Ben's  "  (Watson's)  planta- 
tion the  bridge  over  the  bayou  was  destroyed. 
Here  two  men  were  observed  to  cross  over  on 
horseback  and  ride  away  with  great  speed.  It 
was  sundown  before  we  reached  the  next  planta- 
tion and  held  up  for  tho  night 

Wednesday,  March  18. — At  an  early  hour  the 
fleet  was  under  way,  passine  Hunt's  plantation. 
Here  we  were  greeted  with  the  first  exhibition  of 
cotton-burning.  The  overseer,  named  Johnson, 
was  captured  by  the  advance  party  in  the  tug, 
and  sent  to  the  Admiral  A  mile  further  on  pass- 
ed two  Indian  mounds.  Having  reached  Shelby's 
plantation,  it  was  ascertained  that  thirty  cavalry 
nad  been  there  and  left  the  night  before,  at  sun* 

Vol.  VI.— Doc.  82 


set  As  the  gunboats  approached  the  diflTerent 
plantations  the  cotton  was  set  on  fire  and  burned ; 
cotton  and  gin-houses  were  everywhere  in  a  blaze» 
to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  our  ha^ds.  Men 
were  now  frequently  seen  on  horseback,  fleeing  to 
give  information  of  our  approach. 

Thursday y  March  19. — The  gunboats  were  early 
under  way,  and  pressing  as  rapidly  as  possible 
through  the  now  increasing  obstructions.  There 
was  only  width  enough  in  the  creek  to  admit  the 
large  vessel,  and  trees  and  snags  blocked  up  the 
way.  Having  reached  Dr.  Butt^3  plantation  with 
the  tug,  she  was  sent  back  for  a  field-howitzer 
and  men.  Here  Capt  Murphy  landed  and  took 
possession  of  a  high  Indian  mound — a  position 
some  seventy  feet  above  the  level  of  the  aidjacent 
country,  and  commanding  it  in  all  directions. 
This  was  near  the  junction  of  Rolling  Fork.  The 
indications  now  began  to  increase,  that  the  coun- 
try had  been  aroused,  and  that  tho  rebels  were 
congregating  to  oppose  the  advance  of  the  Union 
forces.  Some  one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hun* 
dred  troops  made  their  appearance  at  Rolling 
Fork,  and  were  soon  shelled  by  our  men.  The 
Union  party  were  then  advanced,  and  the  enemy 
dislodged  from  the  woods  where  they  had  con- 
cealed themselves.  At  this  juncture  the  tug  ran 
upon  a  large  tree  which  had  been  felled  across 
the  creek  to  obstruct  the  passage  of  the  boats. 

It  was  now  no  longer  possible  to  conceal  our 
approach  from  the  enemy.  The  firing  of  artillery 
awakened  echoes  for  many  miles  among  the  still 
forests,  and  the  smoke  of  the  steamers  as  well  as 
of  the  burning  cotton,  aroused  the  people  in  iJl 
directions.  While  the  whites  fled  from  the  pre- 
sence of  the  approaching  forces,  the  blacks  swarm- 
ed to  the  boats,  taking  it  for  granted  that  they 
were  to  be  received  and  protected.  Their  move- 
ments did  not  please  their  owners  and  overseers. 
At  one  place  where  this  exodus  began,  the  over- 
seer asked  them  where  they  were  going.  ^*  These 
people  do  not  want  you,"  said  he ;  ^^  go  back,  you 
niggers."  But  ^^ niggers"  didn't  see  it  in  that 
lights  and  kept  on  toward  the  Yankee  gunboats 
and  transports.  The  belching  of  big  guns  and 
the  noise  and  confusion  did  not  seem  to  scare  the 
blacks  in  the  least,  and  nothing  could  restrain 
their  movements.  Several  important  communica- 
tions passed  between  Admiral  Porter  and  General 
Sherman,  which  were  conveyed  by  these  blacks. 
One  only  out  of  three  failed  to  make  his  appear- 
ance. It  is  supposed  he  was  captured  by  the 
enemy. 

Friday ,  March  20. — ^This  proved  to  be  the  most 
exciting  and  decisive  day  experienced  by  the  ex- 
pedition. Working  parties  had  been  busy  all 
night  in  cutting  away  the  tree  which  obstructed 
the  bayou.  It  was  by  measurement  four  and  a 
half  feet  in  diameter.  At  seven  a.m.  the  tug  was 
still  hard  and  fast 

During  the  night  Captain  Murphy  returned  to 
the  ship,  but  landed  again  at  an  early  hour,  and 
occupied  the  mound,  tiirowing  out  scouts  in  ad- 
vance. The  rebel  infantry  and  artillery  opened 
fire  upon  our  line  early,  employing  twelve  and 
twenty-four  pound  sheU.    Two  of  these  passed 
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between  the  smoke-pipes  and  struck  the  wheel- 
house.  In  a  short  tune  their  fire  was  stopped. 
Captain  Murphy,  who  was  on  shore  directing  the 
range  of  the  mortars,  ordered  Ensign  Amerman 
to  take  charge  of  the  infantry  on  shore.  The 
rebels  now  advanced  in  regular  line  of  battle, 
bringing  up  thirteen  pieces  of  artillery,  supported 
by  regiments  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  opened 
on  our  lines,  bringing  two  or  three  of  their  guns 
on  our  flank,  which  raked  the  road  from  the  di- 
rection of  Dr.  Chainey's  house.  At  this  juncture 
some  one  shouted  the  alarm  that  the  flying  artil- 
lery was  coming,  and  a  temporary  panic  ensued. 
Shot  and  shell  fell  like  rain  among  our  men,  who 
finally  adjourned  from  that  place  in  90fM  disor- 
der. The  Admiral,  who  witnessed  the  whole  pro- 
ceeding, being  himself  under  the  thickest  fire,  re- 
mained remarkably  cool,  and  ordered  the  tug  to 
bo  brought  down  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's 
guns.  We  were  now  within  two  miles  of  Rolling 
Fork,  which  would  hare  introduced  our  gunboato 
into  the  Big  Sunflower  in  a  short  time.  Our  guns 
were  kept  firing  until  the  rebel  batteries  were  si- 
lenced.    The  night  was  quiet 

Saturday,  21. — ^The  rebels  attadced  again  be- 
fore daybreak,  but  our  batteries  soon  silenced 
them.  They,  however,  followed  up  the  attack  by 
sharp-shooters,  harassing  us  much,  and  compel- 
ling our  guns'  crews  to  keep  under  cover.  The 
ports  were  the  chief  target,  and  as  soon  as  they 
were  opened  a  shower  of  balls  greeted  those  work- 
ing at  the  guns.  Strunk,  of  the  forward  battery, 
was  shot  through  the  thigh ;  Thomas  Graham 
was  shot  in  the  hand,  and  assistant-engineer  John 
Hough  (or  Hufi')  received  ball  through  his  thigh, 
a  serious  wound.  Altogether,  some  twenty  were 
wounded  in  the  different  boats.  The  Carondelet 
seemed  to  get  her  full  share  of  the  hard  knocks, 
being  in  the  advance.  At  three  a.m.  GoL  Smith, 
of  the  Eighth  Missouri,  arrived  most  opportunely 
with  eight  hundred  men,  and  brought  word  that 
Gen.  Sherman,  with  ten  thousand  men,  was  with- 
in about  a  day's  march  of  us.  CoL  Smith's  sharp- 
shooters now  began  to  peg  away  at  the  rebels,  and 
they  soon  fell  "back  out  of  range.  The  most  op- 
portune arrival  of  Col.  Smith  rescued  the  expedi- 
tion from  a  serious  dilemma.  As  the  reenforce- 
ments  were  too  far  behind  to  be  of  service,  the 
order  was  given  to  fall  back,  which  the  boats  did 
slowly  and  in  good  order.  In  backing  slowly 
down  Bighleer  Creek,  the  boats  met  with  many 
obstructions,  which  had  been  placed  there  to  re- 
tard and  cut  off  our  retreat,  and  it  now  became  of 
the  first  importance  to  hasten  out  of  reach  of  the 
enemy,  who  were  gathering  in  heavy  force  from 
Haines's  Bluff  and  Yaasoo  City.  In  the  afternoon 
the  rebel  sharp-shooters  and  skirmishers  recom- 
menced the  attack,  which  was  met  by  the  Eighth 
Missouri  and  the  other  land  forces  which  had  now 
come  up  from  below.  Some  splendid  firing  was 
made  by  Ensign  Amerman's  battery  one  shell 
falling  in  the  midst  of  a  large  body  of  rebel  troops 
who  were  just  dropping  into  line.  The  effect  upon 
their  ranks  was  to  skedaddle  the  whole  crowd  in 
a  double-quick. 

Monday,  March  28. — The  fleet  continued  slow- 


ly backing  down  the  creek,  and  was  now  out  of 
range.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  of  the  sick 
troops  of  General  Sherman  were  put  on  board  the 
Carondelet^  and  many  on  other  vessels. 

Wednesday y  March  25. — On  the  way  down,  the 
boats  stopped  at  the  plantations  antftookabtitrd 
what  cotton  could  be  conveniently  carried,  and 
the  rest  was  destroyed.  Some  of  the  soldiers  on 
their  own  responsibility,  burned  three  or  four 
buildings.  AU  the  boats  took  on  what  cottoo 
they  could.  Two  prisoners,  Dean  and  Howe,  who 
had  been  detained,  were  released  and  sent  ashore. 
On  Wednesday,  Gen.  Sherman's  sick  were  put 
ashore  at  Hill  s.  Information  reached  here  that 
the  Dew  Drop,  with  one  thousand  two  hundred 
rebel  soldiers,  had  followed  as  far  as  Little  Deer 
Creek,  six  miles  distant  Late  in  the  aftemooo, 
Gen.  Sherman's  force  were  engaged  in  skirmish- 
ing with  a  rebel  force  near  by.  One  of  the  Eigh- 
ty-third Indiana  was  killed.  The  rebels  bad  three 
regiments  of  infantry  and  one  of  cavalry. 

Thursday,  26.— At  Hill's  planUtion  half  of  the 
Thirty-seventh  Ohio  regiment^,  with  Brig.-Gcneral 
Ewing,  embarked;  the  pickets  were  called  in, 
bringing  one  prisoner,  and  at  six  f.m.  the  boats 
reenter^  Steele's  Bayou.  After  pausing  to  harj 
seaman  Long,  who  died  of  pneumonia  on  board 
the  Carondelet,  the  vessel  passed  on  down  to  the 
Yazoo,  rather  glad  to  get  out  of  the  wilderness. 

It  must  be  confessed  the  boats  as  they  made 
their  appearance  again  at  their  old  rendezToo^ 
excited  no  little  attention  from  their  dilapidatod 
appearance.  Most  of  them  were  minus  one  or 
both  smoke-pipes,  and  much  of  the  light  upper 
wood-work  was  carried  away  or  destroyed. 

Herewith  I  send  you  a  sketch  of  the  country 
visited  by  the  expedition,  with  the  location  of  the 
different  creeks  and  bayous,  the  plantations,  In- 
dian mounds,  etc.  The  country  is  one  of  the  moA 
beautiful  in  this  whole  region,  the  plantatioos 
being  large  and  flourishing,  and  every  thing  giv- 
ing evidence  of  great  former  prosperity.  A  Itfge 
quantity  of  supplies  is  sent  from  there  to  Vicks- 
burgh.  —jr.  r.  nmm. 

Doc.  165. 

INTERNAL    AND    COASTWISE    INTER- 
COURSE. 

PRESiDEiVT  Lincoln's   proclaxatio!!. 

BT   THE    PRESIDENT   OF   THE    UNITED   STATES   OF 

AMERICA. 

A   PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas,  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress, 
approved  July  thirteenth,  1861,  I  did,  by  proda- 
tion,  dated  August  sixteenth,  1861,  decUrc  thai 
the  inhabitants  of  the  States  of  Georgia,  South- 
Carolina,  Virginia,  North-Carolina,  TennoE^ 
Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas^  Arkansas,  Missis^ip- 
pi  and  Fl^da  (except  the  inhabitants  oC  that  part 
of  Virginia  lying  west  of  the  Alleghany  Moun- 
tains, and  of  such  other  parts  of  that  States  wad  the 
other  States  hereinbefore  named,  as  might  main- 
tain a  loyal  adhesion  to  the  Union  and  the  Con- 
stitution, or  might  be  fit>m  time  to  time  occupied 
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ind  controlled  hj  forces  of  the  United  States  en- 
gaged in  the  dispersion  of  said  insurgents)  were 
in  a  state  of  insurrection  against  the  United  States, 
and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
same  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  excep- 
tioDs  aforesaid,  and  the  citizens  of  other  States 
and  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  was  unlaw- 
Ibl,  and  would  remain  unlawful  until  such  insur> 
rection  should  cease  or  be  suppressed,  and  that 
all  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  merchandise 
coming  from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  excep- 
tions aforesaid,  into  other  parts  of  the  United 
State.s,  without  the  license  and  permission  of  the 
President,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
or  proceeding  to  any  of  said  States,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions aforesaid,  by  land  or  water,  together  with 
the  Tessel  or  Tehicle  conyeying  the  same  to  or 
from  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid, 
would  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States. 

And  whereas,  experience  has  shown  that  the 
exceptions  made  in  and  by  said  proclamation  em- 
bamss  the  due  enforcement  of  said  act  of  July 
thirteenth,  1861,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  authorized  by  said  act 
with  the  loyal  citizens  of  said  States ; 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  President 
of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  revoke  the  said 
exceptions,  and  declare  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  States  of  Georgia,  South-Carolina,  NorUi-Ca- 
roHna,  Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas, 
Arkansas,  MissiSBippi,  Florida,  and  Virginia,  (ex- 
cept the  forty-eight  counties  of  Virginia  designat- 
ed as  West- Virginia,  and  except^  ^so,  the  ports 
of  New-Orleans,  Key  West  Port  Royal,  and  fieau- 
f|>rt,  in  North-Carolina^;  are  in  a  state  of  insurrec- 
tion against  the  United  States,  and  that  all  com- 
merdal  intercourse,  not  licensed  and  conducted  as 
provided  in  said  act^  between  the  said  States  and 
the  inhabitants  thereof^  with  the  exceptions  afore- 
said, and  the  citizens  of  other  States  and  other 
parts  of  the  United  States,  is  unlawful,  and  will 
f^main  unlawful  until  such  insurrection  shall 
cease  or  has  been  suppressed,  and  notice  thereof 
has  been  duly  given  by  proclamation ;  and  all  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  and  other  products,  and  all  other 
pwds  and  chattels,  wares  and  merchandise  com- 
ing from  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions 
aforesaid,  into  other  parts  of  the  United  States, 
or  proceeding  to  any  of  said  States,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions aforesaid,  without  the  license  and  per- 
mission of  the  President,  through  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  will,  together  with  the  vessel  or 
yehicle  conveying  the  same,  be  forfeited  to  the 
United  States. 

In  witness  whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  Done  at  the  city  of 
[u  8.]  Washington,  this  thurty-firstday  ofMarcli, 
A.D.  1863,  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eighty-sev- 
dhth. 
By  the  President,  Abraham  Ldtcoln. 

William  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  Stats. 


Doc.  156. 
MEDALS  OF  HONOR  TO  SEAMEN. 

Natt  DKPASTMnrr,  April  8,  1868, 

General  Order  No.  11. 

The  following  seamen  and  others  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States  have  been  specially 
mentioned  to  the  department  by  their  command- 
ing officers  in  such  terms  as,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  entitle  them  to  the  Medal 
of  Honor  authorized  by  an  act  of  Congress  ap- 
proved December  twenty -first,  1361,  to  be  be- 
stowed upon  "such  petty  officers,  seamen,  and 
marines,  as  shall  most  distinguish  themselves  by 
gallantry  in  action  and  other  seanianlike  qualities 
during  the  present  war,"  namely : 

James  McCloud,  captain  of  foretop,  a  volunteer 
from  the  Colorado,  on  board  Pensacola,  in  the  at- 
tack upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Phihp,  and  at 
the  talung  of  New-Orleans,  April  twenty-fourth 
and  twenty-fifth,  1862 ;  specially  commended. 

Louis  Richards,  Quartermaster,  also  on  board  the 
Pensacola,  on  same  occasions  as  those  just  men- 
tioned. "  Fine  conduct" — "  through  din  and  roar 
of  battle  steered  the  ship  through  barricade,  and  his 
watchful  devotion  to  orders  contributed  greatly  to 
successful  passage ;"  "  coolness  perfectly  heroic." 

Thomas  Flood,  boy,  also  on  board  the  Pensa- 
cola, on  the  same  occasions,  assisted  "  very  ma- 
terially by  taking  the  duties  of  the  Signal  Quar- 
termaster, who  was  shot  down,  which  duties  he 
performed  with  the  coolness,  exactitude,  and 
fidelity  of  a  veteran  seaman."  "  Cannot  speak  too 
warmly  of  Flood."  "  Intelligence  and  character 
of  a  high  order." 

James  Buck,  Quartermaster,  on  board  the 
Brooklyn,  in  the  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and 
St  Philip,  and  at  the  taking  of  New-Orleans, 
April  twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth,  1862.  "  Sta- 
tioned at  the  wheel."  "  Early  in  fight  painfully 
wounded  by  a  heavy  splinter,  but  for  seven 
hours  stood  bravely  at  his  post,  refusine  to  go  bo- 
low  until  positively  ordered  to  do  so.  "  Next 
morning  stole  to  his  station,  and  steered  the  ship 
over  eight  hours." 

Oscar  E.  Peck,  second-class  boy,  on  board  Va- 
runa,  in  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip. 
"  Coolness  and  intrepidity  attracted  the  attention 
of  all  hands."     "  Deserving  great  praise." 

Thomas  Genegan,  Boatswain's  Mate,  on  board 
Pinola,  in  the  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip,  and  at  the  taking  of  New-Orleans.  "  Brave 
example  he  set  the  crew,  and  faithful  manner  with 
which  he  served  his  gun,  bringing  up  his  own 
ammunition  when  men  composing  powder  divi- 
sion had  been  nearly  all  killed  or  wounded" 

Edward  Farrel,  Quartermaster,  on  board  the 
Owasco,  in  the  reduction  of  Forts  Jackson  and 
St  Philip.  "  His  intelligence,  coolness,  and  capa- 
city were  conspicuous." 

Peter  Williams,  seaman,  on  board  Monitor,  in 
fight  with  Merrimac,  March  nineteenth,  1862. 
Made  an  acting  Master's  Mate ;  but  now  (March, 
1868)  an  acting  Ensign  on  board  Florida. 

Benjamin  Sevcarer,  sailor,  who  raised  flag  on 
Fort  Clark.     **  Deed  of  noble  daring." 
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John  Daris,  quarter-gunner  on  board  Valley 
City,  in  attack  of  enemy^s  vessels  and  a  fort  near 
Elizabeth  City,  North-Carolina,  February  tenth, 
1862.  When  ressel  was  on  fire  near  tne  maga- 
zine, seated  himself  on  an  open  barrel  of  powder, 
as  the  only  means  to  keep  the  fire  out 

Charles  Eenyon,  fireman,  on  board  Galena,  in 
attack  upon  Drury's  Bluff,  May  fifteenth,  1862. 
"  Conspicuous  for  persistent  courage." 

Jeremiah  Regan,  Quartermaster,  on  board  Ga- 
lena, in  same  attack,  May  fifteenth,  1862.  His 
good  conduct  "  attracted  the  particular  attention  " 
of  his  commanding  ofQcer. 

Alexander  Hoo^  Quartermaster,  John  Kelley, 
second-clasa  fireman.  Both  on  board  Ceres,  in 
fight  near  Hamilton,  up  Roanoke  Riyer,  July 
ninth,  1862,  and  both  spoken  of  for  "good  con- 
duct and  soul-bravery." 

Daniel  Lakin,  seaman ;  John  Williams,  seaman ; 
John  Breese,  Boatswain's  Mate ;  AIfi*ed  Peterson, 
seaman.  All  on  board  Commodore  Perry,  in  at- 
tack upon  Franklin,  N.  C,  October  third,  1862, 
and  "distinguished  themselves  by  their  gallant 
conduct" 

Thomas  C.  Barton,  seaman  on  board  Hunch- 
back, in  attack  upon  Franklin,  N.  C.  Mentioned 
for  "  heroic  conduct." 

Edwin  Smith,  ordinary  seaman  on  board  White- 
head, in  attack  upon  Franklin,  N.  C,  October 
third,  1862.  "Swam  ashore  under  the  fire  of 
the  enemy  with  a  line, and  thus  rendered  import- 
ant service."     Mentioned  for  "  gallantry." 

Daniel  Harrington,  landsman,  on  board  Poca- 
hontas. Landing  in  a  boat  near  Brunswick, 
(Ga.,)  March  eleventh,  1862,  and  when  fired  upon 
by  the  enemy,  concealed,  "  exhibited  great  cool- 
ness and  bravery." 

John  Williams,  captain  maintop,  on  board  Paw- 
nee, in  attack  upon  Mathias  Point,  June  twenty- 
sixth,  1861.  "Gallantry  cannot  be  spoken  of 
in  too  high  terms.  Though  wounded  by  a  mus- 
ket-ball in  the  thigh,  he  retained  charge  of  his 
boat ;  and  when  staff  was  shot  away,  held  the 
stump  in  his  hand,  with  the  flag,  till  we  got  along- 
side the  Freeborn." 

J.  B.  Frisbee,  gunner's  mate,  on  board  Pinola, 
in  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  and 
the  taking  of  New-Orleans.  "  Berth-deck  on  fire, 
he  instantly  closed  the  magazine,  and  remained 
inside." 

Thomas  Bourne,  seaman,  William  McKnight, 
coxswain,  William  Martin,  seaman,  Jno.  Greene, 
captain  forecastle.  Captains  of  guns  on  board 
Varuna,  in  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St 
Philip,  April  twenty-fourth,  1862.  Mentioned  as 
having  done  "  their  duty,  through  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  with  great  coolness  and  damage  to  the 
enemy." 

John  McGowan,  Quartermaster,  Amos  Bradley, 
landsman.  On  board  Varuna,  in  attack  upon 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  April  twenty-fourth, 
1862.  "  Stood  at  the  wheel  the  whole  of  the  time, 
although  guns  were  raking  the  decks  from  behind 
them."  "  Their  position  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
sponsible on  the  ship,  and  they  did  their  duty  to 
the  utmost" 


George  Hollat,  thtrd-cla.ss  boy,  on  board  Yani' 
na,  in  attack  upon  Forts  Jackson  and  St  VhSUp^ 
April  twenty-fourth,  1862.  Mentioned  "as  d^ 
serving  gp-eat  praise." 

Charles  Florence,  Boatswiun's  Mate ;  William 
Young,  Boatswain's  Mate ;  William  Parker,  Cap- 
tain of  the  after-guard ;  Edward  Wright,  Qutiter- 
master.  On  board  the  Cayuga,  in  attadc  upon 
Forts  Jackson  and  St  Philip,  and  the  taldng  of 
New-Orleans,  April  twenty-fourth  and  twenty- 
fifth,  1862.  Mentioned  with  "praise  for  their 
conduct" 

Charles  Bradley,  Boatswain's  Mate;  Timotbj 
Sullivan,  coxswain ;  James  Byrnes,  Boatswain's 
Mate,  on  the  United  States  steamer  LouisTQle. 
First  captains  of  nine-inch  guns.  ilSpedallj  ^^ 
commended  for  their  "  attention  to  duty,  braTcrv, 
and  coolness  in  action." 

John  McDonald,  Boatswain's  Mate;  Charics 
Robinson,  Boatswain's  Mate ;  Pierre  Leon,  Cap- 
tain of  the  forecastle ;  Peter  Cotton,  coxswain, 
on  board  the  Baron  De  Kalb.  Mentioned  bj 
their  comnuinding  o£5cer  as  having  distingui^ed 
themselves  in  various  actions. 

Charles  W.  Morton,  Boatswain's  Mate,  William 
Martin,  Boatswain's  Mate ;  Robert  Willianis,  Sig- 
nal Quartermaster.    On  board  the  Benton.    Also  ' 
mentioned  by  their  commanding  officer  as  hamg 
distinguished  themselves  in  various  actions. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  therefore  awards  a 
Medal  of  Honor  to  each  of  the  persons  above  men- 
tioned, which  will  be  transmitted  upon  applica- 
tion made  through  their  commanding  officen  re- 
spectivcly. 

The  awards  will  be  made  hereafter  only  opoa 
recommendations  from  commanding  ofBcers,  in 
accordance  with  paragraphs  four  and  five  of  Gen- 
eral Order  No.  10,  of  this  department 

GiDBON  Welles, 

8ceretM7  of  tfa*  Kbtj. 

Doc.   167. 
MESSAGE   OP    GOVERNOR  BONHAM 

TO  THE  LEGISLATURE  OF  SOUTB-CABOLniA. 

Bxaoomn  Dcpabtmixt,  I 

GoLDmiA,  April  a,  ISfllw  f 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  i?epf^ 

aentatwee : 

Since  your  last  adjournment  a  mighty  stride 
toward  despotism  has  been  made  by  Uie  govern- 
ment of  the  North,  indicative  of  a  fixed  purpose 
on  the  part  of  the  dominant  party  if  possiUe  to 
conquer  and  destroy  the  South. 

The  sword  and  purse  have  been  pUoed  ahnost 
absolutely  at  the  disposal  of  their  Plresident,  in 
utter  disregard  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  mak- 
ing him  virtually  a  despot  So  £ar  from  tlii<  ex- 
citing a  spirit  of  resistance,  as  many  have  vainly 
expected,  from  every  portion  of  the  North  there 
comes  nothing  now  but  the  note  of  preparatkn 
for  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  imholy  war. 
The  most  sanguine  must  have  abandoned  alf  hopes 
of  peace  from  foreign  intervention  or  neg<»tbtioiis ; 
from  exhaustion  of  the  enemy's  men  and  meani^ 
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or  from  such  resistance  on  thejpart  of  his  subjects 
to  Lincoln's  tyrannical  rule.  W  ith  his  control  of 
the  purse  and  power  of  draft  there  will  be  no 
lack  of  men  for  his  armies. 

It  does  not  become  us  tlien,  to  shut  our  eyes 
to  the  fact  that  there  cannot  be  any  reasonable 
hope  of  peace,  with  his  consent,  during  his  term 
of  office.  It  only  remains  for  the  people  of  this 
Confederacy,  through  themselTes  and  their  con- 
stituents, State  and  confederate  authorities,  to 
mske  adequate  preparation  to  repel  successfully 
the  vandal  attack.  In  their  hands  are  their  own 
destinies.  With  a  country  rich  in  all  the  re- 
sources which  constitute  the  wealth  of  a  nation ; 
the  finest  type  of  goyemment  that  the  world 
ever  beheld ;  a  refined,  cultivated,  and  enlight- 
ened people ;  an  army  perhaps  not  surpassed  at 
any  period  of  time  in  all  the  qualities  which  make 
troopii  invincible ;  contending  for  all  that  man  in 
every  age  has  held  dear,  it  is  their  mission  to  go 
on  making  every  preparation,  submitting  cheer- 
My  to  every  sacrifice,  and  putting  forth  vigor- 
ously every  effort  necessary  to  secure  the  great 
boon  which  their  fathers  bequeathed  to  them — 
Independence. 

The  state  of  our  foreign  relations,  and  import- 
ut  developments  in  our  own  internal  policy, 
which  I  shall  proceed  to  indicate,  have  induced 
me  to  convene  your  bodies.  Such  measures  as 
you  in  your  wisdom,  may  devise  to  meet  the 
emergency,  I  shall  heartily  endeavor  to  carry  into 
effect  It  is  much  to  be  feared  that,  while  your 
act  to  limit  the  production  of  cotton  to  three  acres 
to  a  full  hand  will  restrain  such  as,  having  over- 
flowing granaries,  contemplate  withholding  their 
grain  from  market,  and  planting  cotton  almost 
exclusively,  it  has  yet  induced  many,  as  I  am 
informed,  who  propose  planting  little  if  any  cot- 
ton, to  plant  the  full  number  of  acres  allowed  by 
law.  And  this  is  justified  upon  the  ground  that 
your  statute  is  equivalent  to  an  announcement 
hj  the  chosen  representatives  of  the  people  that 
Buch  a  course  is  not  unpatriotic.  If  this  feeling 
prevails  extensively,  it  will  be  readily  perceived 
what  must  be  the  result  All  fertilizers  will  be 
put  on  the  cotton  lands  to  stimulate  them  to  the 
highest  production^  while  the  com  lands  will  be 
thus  proportionately  impoverished. 

In  my  first  message,  in  January  last,  conunend- 
ing  to  your  favorable  consideration  the  Georgia 
Iaw,  I  recommended  a  reduction  of  the  number 
of  acres  below  three.  With  the  lights  now  before 
OS,  I  recommend  an  amendment  of  your  act  so  as 
to  prohibit  the  planting  over  a  half,  or  at  most  one 
acre  to  the  full  hand,  and  that  the  hands  to  be 
enumerated  shall  only  be  such  as  work  in  the 
crop.  I  invite  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and 
recommend,  in  the  event  a  further  restriction  is 
imposed,  that  the  two  Houses  ratify  the  act  im- 
mediately after  its  passage. 

The  spirit  of  speculation  has  recently  made  such 
alarming  strides  in  this  State  as  to  render  your 
interposition  necessary  to  arrest  this  evil  Large 
sums  are  invested  in  flour,  com,  bacon,  and  other 
^ides  of  prime  necessity,  to  the  monopoly  almost 
of  iiuch  articles  in  certain  sections  of  the  country ; 


and  they  are  withheld  from  market,  or  are  bcmg 
exported  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  to  the 
great  enhancement  of  prices,  and  to  the  manifest 
injury  of  the  consumer,  especially  the  families  of 
those  whose  producing  force  is  in  the  army. 

.  Under  these  circumstances  I  have  called  into 
exercise  the  power  conferred  upon  me  by  the  con- 
stitution to  prohibit,  for  thirty  days,  the  expor- 
tation of  provisions  from  this  State,  but  with  some 
modifications  which  I  felt  were  due  to  our  sister 
States  and  the  confederate  government  I  have 
not  gone,  so  far,  beyond  the  retention  of  these 
articles  within  the  limit  of  the  State,  and  your 
action  is  requisite  to  enable  me  to  carry  fully  into 
effect  this  clause  of  the  constitution,  as  also  to 
continue  the  prohibition  without  interruption,  if 
you  should  deem  it  advisable. 

I  recommend  the  passage  of  an  act  which  will 
authorize  the  Governor,  through  proper  agents, 
to  dispose,  at  their  market  value,  of  such  articles 
as  have  been  or  may  be  seized  in  transitu,  and 
after  paying  all  expenses  incurred  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds^ to  retain  a  certain  proportion,  to  be  distri- 
buted among  the  soldiers^  boards  of  relief,  the 
remainder  to  be  returned  to  the  owner,  or  such 
other  appropriate  l(^slation  as  you  may  deem 
better  aidapted  to  the  case. 

I  also  recommend  that  you  adopt  some  legis- 
lation to  arrest  the  purchase  and  monopoly  of  ar- 
ticles of  prime  necessity,  even  when  it  is  not  in- 
tended to  export  them  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
State.  The  monopoly  and  withholding  from  mar- 
ket of  supplies  is  most  detrimental  to  the  true 
interests  of  the  whole  country,  now  involved  in 
such  a  war  as  has  not  been  seen  in  modem 
times. 

Your  act,  ratified  eighteenth  December  last,  to 
suppress  the  undue  distillation  of  spirits  from  the 
cereral  erains  of  the  State,  though  stringent  in 
its  pensdties,  does  not  accomplish  its  object  I 
am  informed  of  numerous  violations  of  its  pro- 
visions in  various  portions  of  the  State,  but  have 
not  yet  heard  of  the  first  prosecution.  Indeed,  I 
learn,  from  some  of  the  most  respectable  citizens, 
that  no  one  seems  willing  to  become  an  informer. 
It  might  be  well  to  give  the  informer  one  half  of 
the  fine,  but  I  am  free  to  confess  that  I  doubt  its 
success  even  then.  Some  very  worthy  citizens 
of  the  State  have  urged  the  Executive  to  employ 
agents  for  the  purpose  of  suppressing  imlicensed 
distillations,  which,  of  course,  he  has  not  the 
power  to  do.  This  is  a  crying  evil,  and  mostly 
felt  in  the  grain-growing  districts,  where  the  dis- 
tilleries have  heretofore  been  most  abundant 
The  complaints  to  me  from  these  sections  are  so 
numerous  that  this  subject  constitutes  one  of  the 
principal  objects  of  your  convocation. 

The  permits  authorized  by  me  under  the  pro- 
viso in  tne  act  to  distil  a  limited  quantity  for  med- 
ical purposes  only,  is  as  yet  probably  far  short 
of  the  medical  wants  of  the  whole  State.  For 
many  districts  there  have  been  and  doubtless  will 
be  no  applications.  I  regret  to  say  that  I  hear 
rumors  of  under-letting  and  violations  of  the 
contract,  though  not  in  any  tangible  form,  which 
early  steps  will  be  taken  to  investigate.    The  sale 
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under  the  contracts  I  have  endeayored  to  guard 
in  cTery  possible  way.  I  am  not  sure  but  that 
all  distillation  ^^for  medicinal  purposes  alone" 
should  be  limited  to  a  single  district  of  the  State, 
under  the  charge  of  a  competent  agent^  subject  to 
the  control  of  the  Executive.  But  the  trial  made 
of  the  present  system  does  not  enable  me  to 
make  any  definite  recommendations  on  this  point 

The  entire  subject  is  commended  to  your  earn- 
est consideration,  and  I  trust  you  will  devise  some 
means  by  which  the  undue  distillation  of  the  ce- 
reals, (and  I  would  add  molasses,)  may  be,  for 
the  present,  effectually  suppressed.  The  enor- 
mous profits  on  whisky  afford  apparently  an  ir- 
resistible inducement  to  distil  grain ;  and  the  un- 
willingness of  the  citizens  and  ofilciaJs  to  give  in- 
formation and  prosecute  is  such,  that  the  con- 
sumption of  grain  by  distillation,  without  any 
permit,  is  a  great  eviL 

All  supplies  which  the  country  affords  are  need- 
ed for  our  armies  in  the  field  and  our  people  at 
home.  There  is  no  limit  to  the  capacity  of  the 
confederate  States  now  to  produce  every  thing 
requisite  to  carry  on  the  war  for  an  indefinite 
period.  While  our  soldiers  are  proving  them- 
selves equal  to  the  enemy  everywhere,  we  at 
home  may  ruin  our  cause  by  an  unwise  fiiilure  to 
develop  our  resources  and  preserve  our  supplies. 
The  two  great  questions  with  us  are  our  finances 
and  our  supplies.  The  confederate  government 
is  endeavonng  to  regulate  the  former ;  the  latter 
the  State  governments  and  the  people  themselves 
must  regulate,  and  upon  them  rests  a  heavy  re- 
sponsibility. 

The  act  to  supply  negro  labor  for  coast  de- 
fences experience  has  shown  cannot  be  made  effect- 
ual for  the  accomplishment  of  its  objects.  I  have 
ascertained  fi-om  the  United  States  census  of  1850, 
an  abstract  of  which  is  herewith  transmitted, 
that  each  division,  as  now  arranged  by  the  act, 
contained  then  at  least  five  times  as  many  road- 
hands  as  are  called  for  by  the  confederate  general, 
and,  at  this  juncture,  doubtless  contains  more. 
Not  over  one  half  of  the  road-hands  of  any  one 
division  has  heretofore  been  sent  to  the  coast 
I^  therefore,  each  division  would  furnish  one  half 
of  its  force  heretofore  sent  down  —  that  is,  one 
fourth  of  its  whole  force — ^it  would  afford  largely 
more  than  the  number  called  for.  But  the  second 
division — the  only  one  whose  time,  so  far,  has 
arrived  to  respond  to  the  call  for  its  half,  has  fur- 
nished less  tnan  one  fifi;h  of  the  number  called 
for  by  the  confederate  general  While  a  distrust 
as  to  the  treatment  of  the  negroes,  and  also  as  to 
their  prompt  return,  deters  some  from  sending 
their  portion  of  the  labor,  the  fine  is  too  light  to 
compel  any.  If  that  were  adequate,  the  process 
of  collection  is  too  slow,  each  fine,  by  law,  hav- 
ing to  be  sued  for  in  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
afUr  being  assessed  and  imposed  by  the  commis- 
aioners;  and,  when  collected,  there  is  still  no 
authority  for  the  commissioners  to  pay  this  sum 
to  the  State  agent,  who  might  therewith  procure 
some  labor.  Some  more  expeditious  mode  for 
procuring  the  labor  and  imposing  and  collecting 


the  fines  will  have  to  be  adopted  to  secure  the 
success  of  the  scheme. 

Some  commissioners  have  doubted  whether 
less  than  a  quorum  of  the  board  can  fill  Tican- 
cies.  Many  commissioners  being  in  the  inny,  it 
may  be  well  for  the  Legi-nlature,  at  itft  present 
session,  for  this  particular  purpose,  to  fill  Uie  ri- 
cancies,  and  so  to  amend  the  act  that  one  or  more 
commissioners  may  appoint  the  number  requi^iite 
to  constitute  a  quorum,  the  vacancies  to  be  filled 
from  among  sucli  as  are  exempt  from  road  duty, 
if  necessary.  I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  a 
recent  correspondence  with  Colonel  John  s!  Pres- 
ton, commandant  of  conscripts  for  South-Caro- 
lina, upon  a  subject  which,  I  presume,  will  give 
rise  to  no  embarrassment  My  action  in  the 
premises,  as  the  Executive  of  the  State,  has  been 
taken  in  accordance  with  the  dictates  of  my  best 
judgment ;  but,  as  some  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture entertain  views  differing  somewhat  from  my 
own  as  to  the  construction  to  be  placed  upon 
your  recent  act  connected  with  the  subject,  I 
have  deemed  it  proper  to  lay  the  matter  before 
you  for  such  action  as  you  may  consider  adrisi- 
ble. 

Upon  your  own  deliberations,  and  my  humble 
efforts  to  carry  out  your  decisions,  I  invoke  the 
blessings  of  the  Almighty. 

M.  L.  B<»rHiiL 


Doc.  168. 


BOMBARDMENT   OF   FORT   SUMTER, 

April  7,  1868. 

Orr  CHABLnroir  Habm>«,  ov  Boasd  ItAO^Bir       ( 
Niw  Ibosiidb,  WednetcUy,  April  %,  18(1  f 

The  sun  has  just  gone  down  in  Charleston 
harbor  on  what  it  is  surely  no  straining  of  tenos 
to  call  the  most  extraordmary  contest  in  the  an- 
nals of  warfare. 

Distressing  though  it  be  to  write  ti^ngs  which 
will  carry  pain  and  humiliation  to  the  heart  of 
the  nation  to  read,  it  only  remains  to  tdl  yon 
that  this  fleet  of  iron-clads  has  measured  ita 
strength  against  Fort  Sumter  and  the  works  that 
flank  the  entrance  to  Charleston  harbor,  and 
that  it  has  withdrawn  from  the  contest  discom- 
fited. 

Estimated  in  the  terms  of  time,  the  trial  was 
brief;  but  it  was  decisive.  An  ordeal  of  two 
hours  served  to  prove  that  the  dtfemitt  powers 
of  the  iron  fleet  were  insufficient  to  withstand 
the  terrible  force  of  the  offensive  enginery  of  the 
works  it  had  to  assail,  while  the  Imiitatioa*  in 
the  offensive  powers  of  the  iron-dads  took  away 
all  the  advantage  which  might  have  been  de- 
rived from  their  superior  powers  of  resi^taaoe 
over  the  forts.  The  enemy,  by  his  obstniclire 
appliances,  was  able  to  detain  the  fleet— whose 
toUl  armament  is  thirty-two  guns — ^in  the  focos 
of  fire  of  a  circle  of  works  mounting  at  leist  tirte 
hundred  guns ;  in  half  an  hour,  five  out  of  the 
nine  ships  were  wholly  or  partially  disabled  1 
Such  is  &kc  ghastly  fact  in  its  naked  proportiooSi 
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The  following  namtiye  will,  it  is  hoped,  afford 
mftterial  for  a  just  appreciation  of  the  eventa  that 
transpired  in  Charleston  harbor  to-day  during 
those  two  brief  but  pregnant  hours.  It  is  neces- 
Biry  to  premise,  howerer,  that  in  this  contest 
every  thing  is  so  norel  and  unprecedented  that 
we  must  be  cautious  in  applying  the  old  stand- 
nrds  of  judgment  to  a  new  order  of  events. 

Terrific  though  the  action  of  to-day  was,  it  can 
hardly  be  callctd  a  battle,  for  the  fleet  only  felt 
the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  and,  owing  to  the 
obstructions,  it  was  norer  even  able  to  place  it- 
self where  it  was  designed  to  begin  operations--^ 
namely,  on  the  north-west  face  of  Fort  Sumter. 
It  was,  in  fiict,  though  not  in  name,  vet  in  reality, 
a  rcconnoissance  in  force.  Every  thing  was  un- 
tried Both  the  work  to  be  done,  and  the  tools 
with  which  it  was  to  be  done,  were  comparative- 
ly untested.  We  knew  but  imperfectly  the  en- 
gines we  were  to  use  against  the  enemy ;  and  we 
knew  still  more  imperfectly  the  engines  the  en- 
emy were  to  use  against  us.  It  is  unfortunate, 
no  doubt,  that  the  revolution  in  the  means  and 
methods  of  offensive  and  defensive  warfare  now 
dawning  on  the  world,  and  the  urgency  of  the 
struggle  in  which  the  nation  is  engaged,  should 
haye  necessitated  the  hazarding  of  a  great  battle 
on  elements  which  are  all  but  unknown.  The 
trial,  however,  had  to  be  made.  It  Km  been 
made,  and  though  we  are  not  gainers  in  what  is 
always  the  aim  of  battle— direct  material  success 
—we  have  at  least  enriched  our  experience  with 
that  wliich,  if  rightly  profited  by,  will  yet  bring 
success. 

It  would  be  folly  for  me  to  conceal  from  you 
that  the  result  of  this  reconnoissance  produces  but 
one  conviction  on  the  mind  of  unprejudiced  ob- 
servers, the  conviction  of  the  utter  insufficiency 
of  our  iron-clad  fleet  to  take  Charleston,  alone.  I 
foel  it  necessary  at  the  outset,  however,  to' indi- 
cate to  you  briefly  the  considerations  that  go  to 
^ate  this  conviction,  and  the  more  so  that  I 
Readily  foresee  that  there  will  be  some  who,  sim- 

Sr  because  the  whole  fleet  was  not  left  at  the 
ttom  of  Charleston  harbor,  will  be  disposed  to 
flj^'rt  that  the  trial  was  insufficient,  and  will  be 
clamorous  for  a  renewal  of  it 

The  result  of  the  engagement,  as  already  indi- 
cated, was  to  put  out  of  me  fight  five  of  the  nine 
h^)n-clads.  One  of  these  the  Keokuk,  or  Whit- 
ney battery,  was  so  horribly  riddled  that  though 
she  was  brought  out  to  her  old  anchorage,  she  has 
sunk. 

The  other  four,  though  now  that  they  come  to 
he  examined  by  the  engineers,  fortunately  prove 
to  be  not  so  injured  but  that  they  can  be  soon  re- 
Ittired,  were  yet  so  damaged  as  to  be  put  for  the 
time  being  quite  hwrs  du  combat  Remember 
that  this  tremendous  effect — ^the  disabling  of  one 
luUf  the  entire  fleet — ^was  accomplished  in  less 
than  half  an  hour.  Remember,  again,  that  this 
took  place  simply  at  the  entrance  of  the  Inferno 
of  fire  through  which  the  fleet  must  have  had  to 
pass  to  reach  Charleston,  and  that  there  vras  be- 
lore  it  a  double  line  of  batteries  stretching  up  for 
ibur  miles  before  the  dty  is  gained,  at  each  point 


of  which  the  ships  must  have  been  exposed  to  a 
fire  equal  in  intensity  to  that  it  felt  under  the 
walls  of  Sumter.  But  finally,  remember  that 
rebel  artillery  was  not  the  most  formidable  foe 
our  ships  had  to  withstand ;  that,  commencing  at 
the  point  our  fleet  reached,  directly  across  from 
Sumter,  and  extending  all  the  distance  up  to  the 
city,  are  successive  lines  of  piles,  effectually  bar- 
ring the  progress  of  the  vessels,  and  detaining 
them  at  known  ranges  within  the  focus  of  fire ;  that 
there  are  other  lines  of  nets  and  ropes  for  the  pur- 
pose of  fouling  the  propellers,  and  that  the  whole 
channel  is  studded  with  submarine  batteries,  of 
proportions  nev^  before  dreamed  of  in  naval  war- 
fare. 

That  the  entire  fleet  was  not  destroyed  and  left 
in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  is  due  to  the  skill  of 
the  gallanfr  sailor  commanding  the  expedition,  and 
to  the  tact  and  pluck  of  the  captains  of  the  re- 
spective ships.  That  skill,  tact,  and  pluck  ren- 
dered what,  in  the  hands  of  any  man  less  able, 
must  have  been  a  most  crushing  and  terrible  dis- 
aster, a  simple  repulse,  very  distressing  and  mor- 
tifying, 'tis  true,  but  one  which  leaves  no  blot  on 
the  hxne  of  those  engaged,  and  one  which,  rightly 
viewed,  need  abate  not  a  jot  of  the  heart  or  hope 
with  which  the  nation  holds  .to  the  awfully  sacred 
work  which  God  has  given  it  to  do. 

II. 

Certainly  never  did  a  fleet  bent  on  so  great  a 
mission,  set  out  with  so  little  of  pomp  and  circum- 
stance as  marked  the  departure  of  the  expedition, 
so  long  preparing,  against  Charleston.  Those  who 
have  read  the  volumes  of  Mr.  Motley  will  remem- 
ber the  maenificent  description  in  the  History  of 
the  Netheriinda,  of  the  sailing  of  the  Spanish  Ar- 
mada, with  its  hundreds  of  galleons  and  galle- 
asses in  their  high  state  and  bravery.  There  is 
absolutely  nothing  of  this  to  tell  in  the  story  of 
our  expedition.  Indeed,  so  quietly  had  the  fleet 
been  dropping  away  from  Port  Royal  for  a, week 
or  ten  days  previous  to  the  departure  of  the  naval 
and  military  chiefs  of  the  expedition — now  a 
couple  of  iron-clads,  now  a  convoy  of  gunboats 
with  transports — that  one  rubbed  his  eyes  at  the 
time  of  the  official  announcement  of  the  inaugur- 
ation of  operations  on  the  first  of  April,  to  see 
that  the  vast  fleet,  numbering  over  one  hundred 
vessels,  had  really  gone.  On  Thursday,  the  first 
of  April,  Admiral  Du  Pont  and  staflr  left  Port 
Royal  on  the  James  Adger,  General  Hunter  and 
staff  sailing  on  the  following  day  in  the  steamer 
Ben  Deford. 

The  fleet,  which  for  a  week  or  ten  days  had 
been  dropping  away  from  Port  Royal,  had  been 
during  the  same  time  meeting  in  rendezvous  in 
North  Edisto  River,  which,  you  will  observe,  emp- 
ties into  the  sea  somewhat  over  half-way  between 
Port  Royal  and  Charleston  harbor,  and  forms  a 
safe  and  convenient  entropdt  for  the  expedition. 

Arriving  it  Edisto  on  Friday  afternoon,  (April 
third,)  we  found  the  whole  fleet  assembled  in  the 
embouchure  of  the  river.  Tides  and  winds  were 
now  the  only  conditions  that  remained  to  coutrol 
the  movement  of  the  expedition.     The  iron-clads 
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require  all  the  water  over  the  Charleston  bar  that 
the  most  favorable  circumstances  provide,  and  it 
had  been  made  a  point  that  we  should  be  in  full 
fighting  trim,  and  as  near  as  possible  to  the  scene 
of  operations  by  the  full  of  the  moon,  (April  third,) 
when  for  three  days  before  and  after  that  period 
the  spring  tides  prevail,  and  the  *^  moist  star  upon 
whose  influence  Neptune's  empire  stands  ^^  piles 
up  the  waters  off  this  coast  a  foot  or  two  higher 
than  their  normal  state.  The  water  over  the 
Charleston  bar  in  ordinary  times  is  but  eighteen 
feet  Now,  the  New  Ironsides  draws  sixteen  feet, 
and  as  during  the  spring  tides  we  get  at  least 
nineteen  feet,  the  advantage  of  this  season  is 
manifest. 

Weather  as  well  as  tides,  however,  had  to  be 
counted  with,  for  maugre  many  fine  popular  illu- 
sions as  to  the  splendid  sea-going  qualities  of  the 
monitors,  all  naval  men  here  know  that  they  are 
utterly  unseaworthy,  and  that  they  require  the 
deftest  and  most  delicate  handling.  Now,  for  sev- 
eral days  the  wind  had  been  blowing  fresh,  and 
rufiled  the  sea  to  such  an  extent  as  to  make  Ad- 
miral Du  Pont  unwilling  to  leave  his  anchorage, 
and  hazard  the  inauguration  of  active  operations 
off  Charleston.  On  the  day  following  our  arrival 
in  Edisto,  however,  (Saturday,  April  fifth,)  the 
wind  went  down  with  the  sun,  and  the  resplend- 
ent full  moon  rose  on  a  sea  calm  as  the  Galilean 
liJce.  With  early  dawn  of  Sunday  the  prows  were 
turned  northward,  and  in  the  course  of  three 
hours  the  fleet  lay  to  in  the  station  occupied  by  the 
blockaders,  outside  of  Charleston  bar,  half  a  dozen 
miles  from  Sumter.  In  the  afternoon  Capt  Rhind 
was  sent  in  with  his  vessel,  the  Keokuk,  assisted 
by  C.  0.  Boutellc,  Assistant  U.  S.  Coast  Survey, 
commanding  the  Bibb,  Acting  Ensign  Piatt,  and 
the  pilots  of  the  squadron  to  buoy  out  the  bar. 
The  bar  was  crossed  by  the  new  channel,  called 
the  Pumpkin  Channel,  formed  on  the  north  side 
of  the  main  channel  in  which  the  stone  hulks 
were  sunk  last  year.  Strange  to  say,  the  new 
channel  made  by  the  action  of  the  quicksands,  is 
not  only  as  good,  but  it  is  better  than  the  old  one, 
and  gives  a  foot  and  a  half  more  water  than  has 
ever  been  known  since  soundings  were  made 
there.  This  preliminary  work  was  performed 
with  entire  success. 

On  Monday  morning  Admiral  Du  Pont  trans- 
ferred his  pennant  firom  the  James  Adger,  in 
which  he  had  come* up  f^om  Port  Royal,  to  the 
Ironsides,  which  was  to  be  the  flag-ship  during 
the  engagement^  and  the  iron  fleet  in  battle  order 
got  under  way  to  cross  the  bar  on  the  flood-tide. 
This  delicate  task  was  handsomely  done,  and  by 
nine  o'clock  the  nine  iron-clads  had  all  crossed 
the  bar,  and  had  gained  a  position  in  the  main 
ship-channel,  extending  in  file  parallel  with  Mor- 
ris Island,  and  within  a  mile  of  the  shore. 

And  now,  at  this  point,  arose  one  of  these 
complexities,  which,  apparently  insignificant  in 
themselves,  often  frustrate  the  greatest  designs, 
especially  when  those  designs  depend  on  a  deli- 
cate combination  of  circumstances.  A  slight  haze 
or  ^*  smoke,"  very  common  along  this  coast  dur- 
ing the  spring  months,  had,  since  daybreak,  hung 


over  sea  and  shore,  and  this  developed  with  the 
heat  of  the  day  to  such  an  extent  as  whoUj  to 
obscure  the  *^ ranges"  by  which  the  fleet  was  to 
steer.  These  ranges  had  been  determined  and 
planted  by  Mr.  Boutelle,  of  the  Coast  Surrey. 
They  consisted  of  various  buoys  and  ships  at  an- 
chor, which  when  brought  into  line  with  certain 
fixed  points  on  shore — ^here  a  clump  of  trees,  there 
a  church  steeple  in  Charleston,  (the  rebels,  of 
course,  had  destroyed  all  the  old  landmarks,  and 
not  only  so,  but  so  far  as  possible,  levelled  to  the 
ground  everj  standing  object  of  sufficient  altitude 
to  give  hearings,)  were  to  serve  the  pilots  to  guide 
the  iron-clads  in  the  arduous  navigation  of  the  in- 
tricate channel  ways — ^a  task  delicate  and  diflScolt 
under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  but  ren- 
dered ten  thousand  times  more  so  by  the  absence 
of  all  buoys,  the  impossibility,  on  board  the  iron- 
clads, of  dropping  the  lead  to  obtain  soundii^ 
and  the  excessive  difficulty  of  seeing  from  the 
narrow  slits  in  the  pilot-house.  It  was  absolutdy 
necessary  to  have  three  of  these  ranges  always  in 
sight,  involving  the  necessity  of  seeing  three,  four, 
five  miles.  The  haze  rendered  this  a&olutdy  im- 
possible, and  there  was  nothing  for  the  fleet  to  do 
but  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  roadstead  it  had  gain- 
ed in  the  main  ship  channel,  along  the  line  of 
Morris  Island,  and  await  further  dcvdopments. 

III. 

*Tis  the  seventh  "of  April  by  the  chime."  We 
are  lying  off  Charleston  harbor.  The  sea,  smooth 
as  a  surface  of  burnished  steel,  is  beneath  and 
around  us.  Sumter  looms  up  in  plain  sight,  a 
sentinel  in  the  middle  of  the  entrance  to  the  har- 
bor, and  the  rising  sun  bathes  its  top  in  golden 
glory ;  but  unlike  that  Memnon's  statue,  which 
gave  forth  music  to  the  god  of  day,  awakes  from 
its  frowning  battlements  only  the'  hoarse  clamor 
of  the  daybreak  gun.  A  gentle  noi*th  wind  has 
blown  away  the  haze,  and  a  diaphanous  atmos- 
phere invites  to  the  work  before  us. 

The  plan  of  attack  has  been  fully  developed  by 
Admiral  Du  Pont,  and  each  captain  of  the  iron 
fleet  is  provided  with  a  copy  of  the  official  order 
for  his  guidance.  I  subjoin  herewith  a  transcrip- 
tion of  this  document,  and  although,  unhappily, 
the  programme  was  baulked  and  brou^t  to 
naught,  it  will  be  interesting  as  a  cietar  exposi- 
tion of  the  plans  and  purposes  of  the  gallant  sail- 
or who  led  the  fleet 

ORDER    OF    BATTLE    AND    PLAN    07    ATTACK    tPOS 

CHARLESTON. 

The  bar  will  be  buoyed  by  the  Keokuk,  Com- 
mander Rhind,  assisted  by  C.  0.  BouteUe,  Assist- 
ant United  States  Coast  Survey,  coomianding  the 
Bibb ;  by  Acting  Ensign  Piatt,  and  the  pilots  of 
the  squadron.  The  commanding  officers  will, 
previous  to  crossing,  make  thems^ves  acquaint- 
ed with  the  vahie  of  the  buoys. 

The  vessels  will,  on  signal  being  made,  form  in 
the  prescribed  order  ahead,  at  intervals  of  one 
cab1e*s  length. 

The  squadron  will  pass  up  the  main  ship-chan- 
nel, without  returning  the  fire  of  the  batteries  oo 
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Vorrifl  IsUnd,  unless  ngnal  should  be  made  to 
oommeDce  action. 

The  ships  will  open  fire  on  Fort  Sumter  when 
witiiin  easy  range,  and  will  take  up  a  position  to 
the  northward  and  westward  of  that  fortification^ 
engaging  its  left  or  north-west  face,  at  a  distance 
of  from  one  thousand  to  eight  hundred  yards,  fir- 
ing low,  and  aiming  at  the  centre  embrasure. 

The  commanding  officers  will  instruct  their  offi- 
oera  and  men  to  carefully  avoid  wasting  a  shot, 
iod  will  enjoin  upon  them  the  necessity  ofpreci- 
Hon  rather  than  rapidity  of  fire. 

£ach  ship  will  be  prepared  to  render  every  as- 
sistance possible  to  vessels  that  may  require  it 

The  special  code  of  signals  prepared  for  the 
iron-clad  vessels,  will  be  used  in  action. 

After  the  reduction  of  Fort  Sumter,  it  is  prob- 
iblc  the  next  point  of  attack  will  be  the  batteries 
on  Morris  Island. 

The  order  of  battle  will  be  the  line  ahead,  in 
the  following  succession : 

1.  Weehawken,  with  raft,  Gapt  John  Rodgers. 

2.  Passaic^  Gapt  Percival  Drayton. 

3.  Montauk,  Commander  John  L.  Worden. 

4.  Patapsco,  Commander  Daniel  Ammen. 

5.  New  Ironsides,  Commodore  Thos.  Turner. 

6.  Oatskill,  Commander  Geo.  W.  Rodgers. 

7.  Nantucket,  Comnuuider  Donald  McN.  Fair- 
fax. 

8.  Nahant,  Commander  John  Downes. 

9.  Keokuk,  Lieut  Commander  Alex.  C.  Rhind. 
A  squadron  of  reserve,  of  which  Captain  J.  F. 

Orecn  will  be  senior  officer,  will  be  formed  out- 
side the  bar,  and  near  the  entrance  buoy,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  vessels :    * 

Canandaigua,  Capt  Joseph  II.  Qreen. 

Unadilla,  Lieut  Commander  S.  P.  Quacken- 
bosh. 

Hoosatonic,  Capt  Wm.  R.  Taylor. 

Wissahickon,  Lieut  Commander  J.  G.  Davis. 

Huron,  Lieut  Comnuinder  G.  A.  Stevens. 

And  will  be  held  in  readiness  to  support  the 
iron-dads  when  they  attack  the  batteries  on  Mor- 
ris Island.  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Bear-Adittlral  Commanding  South-AtUntlc 
Blockading  Squadron. 

Nothing  now  is  wanting  to  the  immediate  in- 
auguration of  the  plan  of  operations  thus  drawn 
out,  save  that  ebb-tide  shall  come,  as  that  condi- 
tion of  the  water  will  afford  the  greatest  facilities 
for  steering.  This  will  be  at  eleven  o*clock ;  but 
it  lacks  an  hour  or  two  of  that — ^so  let  us  look 
about  us,  and  take  in  the  elements  of  the  pano- 
rama that  stretches  out  before  us. 

We  are  on  board  the  Coast  Survey  steamer 
Bibb,  which,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
best  possible  view,  has  been  carried  into  the 
Swash  channel,  at  a  point  three  and  a  quarter 
miles  from  Fort  Sumter,  and  about  two  and  a 
half  from  the  batteries  that  flank  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor  on  Sullivan's  and  Morris  Islands.  We 
are,  consequently,  looking  directly  up  into  the 
^bor  and  the  city,  whidi  lies  in  the  vista  be- 
yond—its wharves  and  ships,  houses  and  steeples, 
standing  out  in  the  background  like  a  picture. 
Steeples  and  roofs  are  crowded  with  spectators, 


the  neighboring  shoros  are  lined  with  onlookers, 
just  as  when,  now  two  years  ago,  less  two  days, 
the  same  spectators  stood  on  the  same  coigncs  of 
vantage  to  see,  in  the  same  harbor,  another  bom- 
bardment, while  another  flag  from  that  which 
now  flaunts  in  our  eyes,  floated  from  the  walls 
of  Sumter. 

'Tis  a  brilliant  day,  with  the  sky  and  air  of  June ; 
the  yellow  butterflies  of  spring  flit  in  bright  flocks, 
and  the  white-bellied  sea-gulls  swoop  through  the 
air,  soon,  alas !  to  be  filled  with  other  and  more 
terrible  winged  things!  We  have  before  us  a 
mounted  telescope  of  two  hundred  magnifying 
power,  which  consequently  brings  batteries,  shore 
and  ships,  within  a  couple  of  hundred  yards  of  us, 
though  the  whole  scene  is  perfectly  visible  to  the 
unassisted  eye. 

We  are  facing  Fort  Sumter,  and  looking  direct- 
ly up  the  harbor.  We  have,  accordingly,  Sulli- 
van's Island  on  our  right  hand,  and  Morris  Island 
on  our  left.  These  two  islands  end  each  in  curv- 
ed points  of  land,  and  at  their  nearpst  approach, 
are  separated  by  an  interval  of  a  mile,  formed  by 
the  entrance  to  the  harbor,  and  just  on  the  mid- 
dle of  this  passage,  and  right  between  the  two 
points  of  land,  stands  Fort  Sumter,  built  on  an 
artificial  island  made  in  mid-channel.  Both  Mor- 
ris and  Sullivan's  Islands  are  scarcely  removed 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which,  indeed,  would 
probably  invade  and  cover  them,  were  it  not  that 
the  margin  of  the  islands  on  their  sea-frontage,  is 
marked  by  a  continuous  narrow  strip  of  low  sand- 
hills, some  five  or  six  feet  in  height  Behind  the* 
second  ridge  of  the  islands,  are  alternate  salt 
marsh,  sand,  and  clumps  of  wood  of  live-oak, 
palmetto  and  tangled  tropical  undergrowths.  The 
whole  coast  of  South-Carolina  and  Georgia,  con- 
sists of  a  labyrinth  of  islands  and  islets  of  this 
character,  round  which  reedy  creeks  and  rivers 
wind. 

With  Sullivan's  Island  on  our  right,  we  run 
the  eye  up  to  its  upper  or  north  end,  formed  by 
Breach  Inlet  Guarding  this  point,  is  Breach  In- 
let battery — a  powerful  sand-work,  having  a  cir- 
cular dome-like  bomb-proof  magazine  in  its  cen- 
tre. It  is,  however,  three  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor,  and  will  not  be  able  to  molest  our 
ships  on  their  passage.  Its  chief  value  has  been 
to  aid  blockade-runners,  as  it  covers  Maffit's  Chan- 
nel (the  passage  through  which  the  great  major- 
ity of  these  craft  run  in)  from  the  approach  of  our 
blockaders.  At  present,  it  will  serve  to  oppose 
our  landing  troops  at  Breach  Inlet,  should  the  at- 
tempt be  made.  Coming  down  along  the  shore 
of  Sullivan's  Island,  fix>m  Breach  Inlet,  we  next 
reach  Fort  Beauregard,  a  powerful  sand  battery, 
mounting  very  heavy  guns,  and  situated  on  the 
turn  of  me  island  a  little  right  of  the  "  Moultrie 
House  "  hotel,  from  which  it  is  separated  only  by 
five  intervening  sea-shore  houses.  Next,  to  the 
right  of  the  channel  up  and  opposite  Fort  Sum- 
ter, is  Fort  Moultrie,  which  has  been  prodigious- 
ly strengthened  by  the  rebel  engineers,  both  in  its 
means  of  offence  and  of  defence.  Looking  up  the 
harbor,  and  still  to  the  right,  the  eye  takes  in  the 
extensive  line  of  works,  en  eremaillaire^  called 
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the  Redan,  and  which  has  been  formed  by  throw- 
ing up  intrenchments  on  the  line  of  the  break- 
water erected  some  years  ago  by  the  United 
States  Government,  for  the  protection  of  that 
portion  of  the  harbor.  Beyond  the  Redan,  up 
near  the  he^d  of  the  harbor,  on  an  island,  ap- 
pears Castle  Pinckney,  in  the  vista,  looking  like 
the  Battery  in  New-York  City  as  seen  from  the 
sca-cntrancc. 

So  far  as  the  eye  can  see  we  have  now  exhaust- 
ed the  fortifications  on  the  right  hand  side  of  the 
harbor.  It  now  remains  briefly  to  glance  at  those 
that  line  the  lefl  hand  side.  In  the  mean  while. 
Fort  Sumter  rises  up  conspicuously  before  us  in 
mid-chanel.  We  can  see  every  brict  in  its  walls. 
Two  faces  out  of  its  five,  and  two  angles  only, 
come  within  sight  from  our  point  of  view,  namely, 
tlie  south  face,  on  which  the  sally-port  and  wharf 
are  placed,  and  the  eastern  face.  Tou  are  too 
familiar  with  the  general  features  of  this  historic 
work  to  make  any  description  necessary.  It  was, 
you  know,  pierced  for  two  tiers  of  guns,  but  the 
lower  embrasures  had  been  filled  in  to  strengthen 
it  From  the  top  of  the  fort  frown  the  barbette 
guns,  which  comprise  all  the  heaviest  portion  of 
its  armament  You  can  count  distinctly  each  bar- 
bette gun — one,  two,  three,  four,  five  on  this ;  one, 
two,  three,  four  on  that,  and  so  on  all  round,  and 
it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  ordnance  is  of  the  most 
formidable  character.  From  a  flag-staff  on  one  of 
the  angles  of  the  fort,  floats  the  confederate  flag ; 
from  a  flag-staff  on  the  opposite  angle  floats  the 
'palmetto  flag. 

Passing  now  to  the  left  hand  side  of  the  harbor, 
on  James  Island,  we  first  have  the  Wappoo  bat 
tery,  near  Wappoo  Creek,  effectually  commanding 
the  embouchure  of  Ashley  River  and  the  left  side 
of  the  city.  Next,  coming  down,  we  have  Fort 
Johnston,  and  between  it  and  Castle  Pinckney, 
on  an  artificial  island  raised  by  the  rebels,  on  the 
"  midcjle  ground,"  is  Fort  Ripley.  Coming  down 
to  Cumming's  Point,  directly  opposite  Moultrie, 
is  the  Cumming^s  Point  battery,  named  by  the 
rebels  Battery  Bee,  after  the  general  of  that  name ; 
south  of  Battery  Bee,  on  Morris  Island^  is  Port 
Wagner,  a  very  extensive  sand  battery  of  the 
most  powerful  construction.  Half-way  down  Mor- 
ris Island,  again,  from  Fort  Wagner,  is  a  new 
sandwork  erected  by  the  rebels  since  I  surveyed 
the  ground  from  the  blockading  fleet,  a  fortnight 
ago.  Finally,  down  at  Lighthouse  Inlet,  which 
divides  Morris  from  Folly  Island,  is  another  for- 
tification, covering  an  attempt  at  a  landing  at  that 
point  Such  is  the  formidable  panorama  the  eye 
takes  in,  in  sweeping  around  the  harbor  and  its 
approaches,  and  which  you  can  imagine  pictures 
itself  on  the  retina  in  much  less  time  than  is  re- 
quired for  the  description. 

IV. 

And  now,  before  the  (lonible  fascination  of 
battle  shall  whirl  all  thought  and  feeling  into  a 
tumultuous  chaos,  is  it  possible  to  realize  for  a 
moment  the  true  nature  of  the  situation  before 
us? 

With  respect  both  to  the  obstacles  we  are  to 


meet,  and  the  engines  with  which  we  are  to  meet 
them,  every  thing  is  novel  and  unprecedented. 
Comparison  is  simply  impossible,  for  where  there 
are  no  points  of  resemblance  comparison  is  out 
of  the  question. 

But  can  you  imagine,  if  one  were  permiUcd  to 
play  with  the  elements  of  time  and  space— the 
shade  of  Nelson  transferred  from  hisgon-deckoff 
Trafalgar,  after  but  little  over  half  a  century,  and 
placed  on  board  of  one  of  those  iron  craft  before 
us;  and  can  you  imagine  the  sensations  of  that 
consummate  master  of  all  the  elements  of  naval 
warfare  a$  known  in  his  day  ?  He  must  be  help- 
less as  a  child,  and  bewildered  as  a  man  in  a 
dream.  From  his  splendid  three-decker,  the  Vio 
tory,  carrying  its  hundred  guns,  and  toireriog 
majestically  on  the  water,  which  it  rides  like  a 
thing  of  life,  he  finds  himself  imprisoDed  in  an 
iron  casing,  the  whole  hull  and  frame  of  whieh  is 
submerged  in  the  water,  the  waves  washing  clean 
over  its  deck,  and  depending  for  its  dcfea-are 
power  on  a  couple  of  guns,  of  a  calibre  that  wonld 
astonish  him,  placed  in  a  circular  tower,  rising 
from  the  deck  amidships.  This  turret  is  in  thick- 
ness eleven  inches  of  wrought-iron,  revolves  on 
an  axis  by  the  delicate  appliances  of  steam  engin- 
eering, and  contains  the  entire  armaroent  and 
fighting  crew  of  the  ship.  The  fire,  the  anima- 
tion, the  life  of  an  old-time  naval  fight,  when  men 
gave  and  took,  exposed  to  plain  view — ^whcn  ships 
fought  yard-arm  to  yard-arm,  and  human  nature 
in  its  intensest  exaltation  appeared,  are  here 
wholly  out  of  the  question,  with  the  combatinti: 
shut  up  in  impenetrable  iron,  and  delivering  their 
fire  by  refined  prot^ess  of  mathematical  and  me- 
chanical appliance. 

Nor  are  the  outward  shapes  of  these  craft  less 
divergent  from  all  that  the  world  has  hitherto  seen 
of  naval  models  than  are  their  internal  economj 
and  fighting  arrangements  removed  from  all  pre- 
vious modes.  The  majesty  of  a  fiist-dass  man-of- 
war,  with  its  lines  of  beauty  and  strength,  on 
which  the  assthetic  instincts  of  ages  have  hten  ex- 
pended, is  here  replaced  by  purely  geometric^ 
combinations  of  iron,  in  which  the  one  paramount 
and  all-controlling  consideration  is  the  resisting 
power  of  lines,  angles,  and  surfaces.  As  they 
stretch  in  horrid  file  before  ua,  along  the  shore  of 
Morris  Island,  awaiting  the  signal  from  the  flaig- 
ship  to  move,  those  nine  ships,  comprising  the 
three  diiferent  models  represented  by  the  Ifod- 
sides,  the  Monitors,  and  the  Keokuk,  one  might 
almost  fancy  that  some  of  the  pa<diydenDoas 
monsters  which  paleontology  brings  to  view  from 
the  *^  dark  backward  and  abjrsm  of  time,''  had  re- 
turned in  an  iron  resurrection ;  and  the  spectade 
they  presented  to  the  rebels  from  their  posts  of 
outlook,  must  have  been  one  of  portentous  gran- 
deur. 

Precisely  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock  the  fie^ 
begins  to  move  on  to  the  attack.  The  lioe  of 
battle  is  formed  in  the  order  assigned  to  each 
ship  in  the  Admiral's  prograinme,  and  the  poesi- 
tion  as  marked  on  the  diagram^4be  Keokuk, 
which  brings  up  the  i^par  of  the  line,  lying  down 
nearly  opposite  Lighthouse  Inlets  and  the  othos 
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extending  on  at  intervals  of  a  cable's  length — the 
Weehawken  leading  the  van. 

The  wooden  gunboat  fleet  lies  in  reserve  out- 
side the  bar,  close  by  the  position  occupied  by 
the  blockaders. 

The  head  of  the  line  is  some  four  miles  from 
the  position  the  fleet  is  to  make  before  opening 
fire,  and  all  the  batteries  on  Morris  Island — they 
must  pass  within  easy  range  of  each — have  to  be 
run. 

The  fleet  is  hardly  in  motion,  however,  when 
the  leading  vessel,  the  Weehawken,  stops,  and 
all  the  others  have  to  stop,  also.  The  cause  of 
this  delay,  as  we  afterward  learned,  was  the  de- 
rangement of  a  rait  which  had  been  attached  to 
the  Weehawken  for  the  purpose  of  exploding  tor- 
pedoes and  clearing  away  obstructions.  This  in- 
strument is  one  of  the  inventions  of  Mr.  Ericsson's 
fertile  genius,  and  consists  of  a  raft  about  twelve 
feet  square,  composed  of  transverse  timbers, 
eighteen  inches  in  thickness,  fitting .  on  to  the 
prow  of  the  vessel  From  the  forward  part  of 
this  raft>  suspended  from  a  cable  six  feet  in  the 
water,  was  to  be  a  large  projectile,  containing 
several  thousand  pounds  of  powder,  so  construct- 
ed that  the  line  of  fraction  would  be  forward  and 
laterally,  and  capable  of  being  exploded  from  the 
turret  by  means  of  a  lanyard.  One  of  the  two 
of  these  rafts  which  had  been  brought  down  was 
attached  to  the  Weehawken,  which  for  this  rea- 
son was  assigned  the  leading  position  in  the  line. 
Owing  to  the  purely  experimental  character  of 
the  device,  however,  the  projectile  was  not  at- 
tached to  the  raft,  but  in  its  place  a  number  of 
grappling-irons  had  been  affixed,  which  it  was 
hopcKl  would  be  found  of  service  in  exploding  and 
tearing  out  torpedoes.  In  the  course  of  getting 
under  way,  these  grapplings  had  become  fouled 
in  the  anchor-cable,  and  this  was  the  cause  of  the 
delay  of  the  Weehawken  and  of  the  whole  fleet 

It  takes  an  hour  to  set  this  matter  to  rights, 
and  at  half-past  one  o'clock  the  fleet  is  once  more 
under  way. 

Depend  upon  it,  there  were  two  parties  that 
watched  the  progress  of  the  iron  fleet  with  an  in- 
tensity of  interest  that  words  are  too  feeble  to 
express — we,  spectators  from  our  vessel^  and  the 
still  more  interested  spectators  in  the  forts,  who 
kept  up  a  perpetual  signalizing  of  its  approach 
from  point  to  point 

Slowly  the  leading  vessel,  followed  by  the  other 
eight  iron-dads,  moves  up  the  main  ship-channel 
—the  shore  of  Morris  Island,  against  which  from 
our  point  of  view  they  seem  to  rest,  forming  a 
fixed  point,  by  which  we  measure  the  progress 
of  the  fleet  The  first  battery  to  whose  fire  it 
will  be  exposed  is  Fort  Wagner,  and  one  fixes 
his  eye  on  it  and  on  the  Weehawken,  approach- 
ing nearer  and  nearer,  for  the  fleet  will  there  un- 
der^ its  first  fiery  baptism. 

Now,  then,  she  comes  within  range  of  the  fort : 
no  fire.  She  passes  across  it :  still  no  fire !  The 
second  ship  comes  up,  and  meets  the  same  silent 
reception ;  and  so  on,  one  by  one,  till,  with  the 
Keokuk,  the  whole  nine  file  by  without  a  single 
shot  frxnn  tills  Memingly  formidable  work. 


Meantime,  while  the  fleet  is  passing  Wagner 
unmolested,  the  leading  vessel  has  come  up  with 
the  next  rebel  work  —  Battery  Bee.  The  same 
silent  reception  for  her ;  the  same  silent  reception 
for  the  whole  fleet !  What  is  the  meaning  of 
this  ?  The  enemy  is  obviously  holding  back  his 
fire  until  he  can  deliver  it  with  the  greatest  pos- 
sible effect 

The  line  has  now  passed  across  the  front  of 
Morris  Island,  and  rounds  to  make  the  entrance 
of  the  harbor,  coming  up  within  the  circle  of  the 
fire  of  Fort  Sumter  and  the  batteries  on  Sulli- 
van's Island.     The  suspense  becomes  painful    - 

"  There  wm  silence  deep  aa  death, 
And  the  boldest  held  their  breath 
ForawhUe." 

In  an  instant  a  hollow  square  of  smoke  rises 
from  the  top  of  Sumter — a  hollow  square  of  flame 
shoots  up— a  crash  counterfeiting  "  Jove's  dread 
clamors  *  bursts  on  the  ear,  and  a  whole  broad- 
side streams  down  from  the  barbette  guns.  It 
is  precisely  four  minutes  past  three  in  the  after- 
noon. 

While  the  Weehawken  is  receiving  this  fire, 
the  others  are  gradually  coming  up  to  the  same 
position  ;  but  the  leading  vessel,  instead  of  pass- 
ing on  above  Sumter,  so  as  to  place  herself  in  the 
prescribed  station  opposite  the  north-west  face, 
sheers  off  to  the  right,  and  hangs  estopped  bc< 
tween  Sumter  and  Moultrie ! 

Heavens !  what  can  be  the  matter  ? 

From  our  point  of  view,  no  cause  for  this  un- 
looked-for development  can  be  perceived,  but  to 
those  on  the  Weehawken  it  is  only  too  apparent. 
Stretching  from  a  point  close  to  the  north-eastern 
angle  of  Fort  Sumter,  completely  across  the  chan- 
nel to  Fort  Moultrie,  is  a  stout  hawser,  floating 
on  lager-beer  casks,  on  which  are  hung  nets, 
seines,  and  cables,  strung  with  torpedoes.  The 
vessel  comes  afoul  of  this,  whisks  up  the  nasty 
entanglements  with  its  propeller,  is  thus  deprived 
of  all  motive  power,  and  is  at  the  mercy  of  the 
current,  to  be  drifted  ashore  into  the  hands  of 
the  rebels.  If  this  fatality  was  not  actually  real- 
ized by  the  iron-clads,  it  was  owing  to  the  ad- 
mirable skill  of  the  captains  of  the 'foremost  ships, 
who,  wh^  their  vessels  were  just  on  the  point 
of  fouling,  sheered  0%  and  saved  themselves  and 
the  fleet 

The  right-hand  channel  being  thus  obstructed, 
it  remains  to  see  what  can  be  done  with  the  left, 
between  Sumter  and  Cumming's  Point  But  this, 
too,  is  still  more  effectually  blockaded  by  a  row 
of  piles,  rising  ten  feet  above  the  water,  and  ex- 
tending across  the  whole  width  of  the  passage. 
Looking  up  the  harbor,  another  row  of  piles  dis- 
closes itself,  stretching  across  fi^m  Fort  Ripley 
on  the  middle  ground  to  Fort  Johnson.  It  does 
not  stretch  entirely  across,  however,  for  midway 
is  an  opening,  inviting  the  passage  of  the  fleet 
Submerged  in  the  water,  underneath  that  open- 
ing, is  a  torpedo  filled  with — incredible  though 
the  statement  may  seem,  it  is  an  actual  feet—- 
five  thousand  pounds  of  powder !  Furthermore, 
above  this  first  line  of  piles  is  a  second,  and 
above  the  second  a  third — ^while  above  all,  and 
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just  behind  the  upper  line  of  obstructions,  are 
the  three  rebel  iron-clads,  drawn  up  in  battle 
array,  and  yomiting  huge  clouds  of  smoke. 

You  can  readily  conceive  that  this  unlooked- 
for  estoppel  utterly  deranged  the  original  inten- 
tions. The  rebels  were  quite  as  well  aware  as 
we  that  the  north-west  face  of  Sumter  is  its 
weakest  point ;  that  it  was,  in  fact,  never  finished, 
and,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  first  attacked ; 
and  they  used  every  means  which  admirable  en- 
gineering skill  could  suggest  to  prevent  our  reach- 
ing it 

.  Thus  brought  to  a  pause,  it  only  remained  for 
the  iron-clads  to  take  up  such  positions  as  they 
could.  And  the  complication  was  further  in- 
creased by  the  ill  behavior  of  the  flag-ship,  the 
Ironsides.  While  steaming  along  up  through  the 
passage  in  front  of  Sumter,  she  is  caught  by  the 
tideway,  and  veered  off  irom  her  course,  and  her 
huge  iron  frame  refusing  to  obey  her  rudder,  she 
becomes  in  great  part  unmanageable.  This  em- 
barrassed not  her  only,  but  all  that  portion  of 
the  fleet  following  her.  The  two  monitors  imme- 
diately behind  (the  Catskill  and  the  Nantucket) 
fell  foul  of  her,  the  one  on-  one  side  and  the  other 
on  the  other,  and  it  was  full  fifteen  minutes  be- 
fore they  could  be  got  clear  and  pass  on. 

In  this  plight  it  only  remained  for  Admiral  Du 
Pont  to  signal  to  the  fleet  to  disr^ard  the  move- 
ments of  the  flag-ship.  This  he  did,  and  the 
ships  then  assumed  such  positions  as  were  avail- 
able and  they  could  gain,  the  whole  number  be- 
ing at  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  between  Gum- 
ming* s  Point  and  Sullivan* s  Island,  and  opposite 
the  north-east  and  eastern  face  of  Fort  Sumter,  at 
distances  of  fi*om  six  hundred  to  a  thousand 
yards.  While  the  manoeuvres  rapidly  indicated 
m  these  paragraphs  are  going  on,  you  must  not 
suppose  the  enemy  is  inactive.  The  powerful 
work  on  Cumming^s  Point,  named  Battery  Bee, 
opens,  the  long-range  rifle-ordnance  of  Fort  Beau- 
regard join  in,  Moultrie  hurls  its  heavy  metal, 
the  fifty  guns  that  line  the  Redan  swell  the  fire, 
and  the  tremendous  armament  of  Sumter  vomits 
forth  its  fiery  hail. 

There  now  ensues  a  period  of  not  more  than 
thirty  minutes,  which  forms  the  climax  and  white 
heat  of  the  fight ;  for  though  from  the  time  when 
fire  was  opened  on  the  head  of  the  approaching 
line  to  the  time  when  the  retiring  fleet  passed  out 
of  the  enemy^s  range,  there  was  an  interval  of 
two  hours  and  a  hal(  (fi-om  half-past  two*  till 
five,)  yet  the  essence  of  the  fight  was  shut  in 
those  thirty  tremendous  minutes. 

The  best  resources  of  the  descriptive  art,  I 
care  not  in  whose  hand,  are  feeble  to  paint  so 
terrific  and  awful  a  reality.  Such  a  fire,  or  any 
thing  even  approaching  it,  was  simply  never  seen 
before.  The  mailed  ships  are  in  the  focus  of  a 
concentric  fire  of  the  five  powerful  works  already 
indicated,  from  which  they  are  removed  only 
fi*om  five  to  eight  hundred  yards,  and  which  in 
all  could  not  have  mounted  less  than  three  hun- 
dred guns.  And,  understand,  these  not  the 
lighter  ordnance,  such  as  thirty-two  or  forty-two- 
pounders,  which  form  the  ordinary  armament  of 


forts,  but  of  the  very  heaviest  calibre — ^the  finest 
and  largest  guns  from  the  spoils  of  the  Norfolk 
navy-yard,  the  splendid  and  heavy  ten  and  eleren- 
inch  guns  cast  at  the  Tredegar  Works,  and  the 
most  approved  English  rifled  guns,  (Whitworth 
and  others,)  of  the  largest  calibre  made. 

There  was  something  almost  pathetic  in  the 
spectacle  of  those  little  floating  circular  towers, 
exposed  to  the  crushing  weight  of  those  tons  of 
metal,  hurled  against  them  with  the  terrific  force 
of  modern  projectiles,  and  with  such  charges  of 
powder  as  were  never  before  dreamed  of  in  artil- 
lery firing.  During  the  climax  of  the  fire  a  hun- 
dred and  sixty  shots  were  counted  in  a  single 
minute !  Some  of  the  commanders  of  the  iron- 
clads afterward  told  me-that  the  shot  struck  their 
vessels  as  fast  as  the  ticking  of  a  watch,  and  not 
less  than  three  thousand  five  hundred  rounds 
could  have  been  fired  by  the  rebels  during  the 
brief  engagement ! 

It  was  less  of  the  character  of  an  ordinary  ar- 
tillery duel,  and  more  of  the  proportions  of  a  war 
of  the  Titans  in  the  elder  mythologies. 

While  the  fleet  is  receiving  the  fire  fi^m  <iie 
forts,  what,  in  the  mean  time,  are  the  iron-cIaJs 
doing  in  return  ? 

On  the  order  being  given  to  disregard  the 
movements  of  the  flag-ship,  the  brilliantly  auda- 
cious Rhind  ran  his  vessel,  the  Keokuk,  up 
through  the  others  and  laid  it  seemingly  under 
the  very  walls  of  Sumter,  and  within  a  little 
more  than  five  hundred  yards  from  it  Clo^ 
behind  him,  within  six  hundred  yards  of  the  Fort 
is  the  Catskill,  commanded  by  George  RodgcTN 
a  soul  of  courage  all  compact ;  and  to  both  of 
them  one  could  not  help  applying  the  exclaina- 
tion  of  Nelson  at  Trafalgar:  "See  how  Golling- 
wood,  that  noble  fellow,  carries  his  ship  into  the 
fight!" 

Close  by  is  the  Montauk,  commanded  by  the 
heroic  Worden ;  while  not  far  removed  arc  the 
Passaic,  the  Patapsco,  the  Nahant,  the  Xantucket, 
the  Weehawken,  and  the  Ironsides. 

The  whole  fleet  is  devoting  itself  mainly  to  the 
face  of  Fort  Sumter  presented  to  it,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  Ironsides,  which,  from  its  position, 
can  do  better  work  on  Fort  Moultrie,  and  is  pour- 
ing forth  its  terrific  broadside  from  its  seven  ten- 
inch  guns  on  that  work. 

Could  you  look  through  the  smoke,  and  throngh 
the  flame-lit  ports,  into  one  of  those  rerolving 
towers,  a  spectacle  would  meet  your  eye  such  as 
Vulcan's  stithy  might  present  Here  arc  the  two 
huge  guns  which  form  the  armament  of  each 
monitor  —  the  one  eleven  and  the  other  fifteen 
inches  in  diameter  of  bore.  The  gunners,  be- 
grimed with  powder  and  stripped  to  the  wiL^t, 
are  loading  the  gun.  The  charge  of  powder  — 
thirty-five  pounds  to  each  charge  —  is  passed 
Up  rapidly  from  below ;  the  shot,  weighing  four 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  is  hoisted  up  by 
mechanical  appliances  to  the  muzzle  of  the  gun, 
and  rammed  home;  the  gun  is  run  out  to  the 
port,  and  tightly  "  compressed  ;"  the  port  is  open 
for  an  instant,  the  captain  of  the  gun  stands  be- 
hind, lanyard  in  hand—"  Ready,  fire !"  and  the 
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enormous  projectile  rushes  through  its  huge  para- 
bola, with  the  weight  of  ten  thousand  tons,  home 
to  its  mark. 

That  mark  is  the  face  of  Sumter,  which  already 
displays  palpable  proofs  of  the  horrid  impact. 
Half-a  dozen  ugly  pock-marks  show  conspicuous, 
and  a  huge  crater  is  formed  in  the  parapet  near 
the  eastern  angle.  We  look  with  interest  at  these 
effects,  and  look  forward  with  good  hope  to  see- 
ing a  breach  at  length  effected,  if  only  the  iron- 
clads can  remain  long  enough  under  fire  to  batter 
awaj. 

If  only  they  could  have  remained  I 
But  what  craft,  pray,  could  remain  under  such 
a  hurricane  of  fire  ?  And  what  is  this  coming 
down  out  of  the  fight  ?  It  is  the  Keokuk  ;  we 
know  her  by  her  double  turret  She  has  defied 
Sumter  under  its  very  walls,  and  now  comes  out 
to  report  to  the  flag-ship  that  she  has  received 
her  death-blow,  and  is  in  a  sinking  condition ! 
The  flag-ship  herself  has  had  one  of  her  port- 
shutters  shot  away,  thus  exposing  her  gun-deck, 
and  red-hot  shot  has  penetrated  her  wooden 
bows.  In  addition,  three  others  showed  signs  of 
disablement,  and  there  was  little  more  than  suffi- 
cient daylight  left  for  the  fleet  to  gain  its  old  an- 
chorage. At  five  o^clock  the  Admiral  makes  sig- 
nal to  retire. 

V. 

Beyond  the  fact  that  half  the  fleet  was  disabled, 
neither  those  who  were  engaged,  nor  we  who 
were  spectators,  had  any  means  of  ascertaining 
the  natiire  of  the  damage  our  iron-clads  had  sus- 
tained until  the  fleet  had  retired  and  resumed  its 
old  anchorage  off  the  shore  of  Morris  Island.  At 
the  conclusion  of  the  fight,  however,  I  obtained 
the  use  of  a  steam-tug,  and  was  thus  enabled  to 
pass  firom  vessel  to  vessel.  I  spent  the  entire 
night  in  thi^nvork,  and  have  thus  the  means  to 
report  definitely  of  the  amount  and  nature  of  the 
damage  they  received.  Fron?  the  nature  of  the 
circumstances,  however,  the  indications  can  be 
purely  of  a  descriptive  character,  without  any 
claim  to  scientific  precision. 

The  Nahant  received  in  all  thirty  wounds,  sev- 
eral of  them  bad  fractures  of  the  deck  and  sides, 
below  and  above  the  water-line.  The  most  fatal 
blow,  however,  was  given  by  a  heavy  rifled  shot, 
which  struck  the  pilot-house,  and  dislodged  sev- 
eral of  the  bolts,  one  of  which,  driven  violently 
inward,  wounded  all  of  the  three  inmates  of  the 
pilot-house — the  Captain,  (Captain  Downs,  Mas- 
sachusetts,) the  Pilot,  (Isaac  Sofield,  New-Jersey,) 
and  the  Quartermaster,  (Edward  Cobb,  Massachu- 
setts.) The  Quartermaster  had  been  struck  by 
the  bolt  on  the  back  of  the  skull,  ^hich  received 
a  compound  comminuted  fi*acturo.  When  I  saw 
the  poor  fellow,  late  at  night,  he  was  in  a  state  of 
coma,  his  life  ebbing  away.  He  died  this  morn- 
ing. The  pilot*s  wound  was  a  severe  contusion 
of  the  neck  and  shoulder,  and  ho  is  doing  well. 
The  Captain  received  merely  a  slight  contusion  of 
the  foot  Other  bolts  were  driven  in,  in  the  tur- 
ret also,  and  the  following  were  wounded :  John 
McAlistcr,  seaman,  (Canada,)  concussion  of  brain; 


John  Jackson,  seaman,  (Massachusetts ;)  Roland 
Martin,  seaman,  (Massachusetts;)  and  James 
Murry,  seaman,  (Massachusetts,)  slightly  hurt  by 
flying  bolts  in  the  turret. 

The  Passaic  also  received  twenty-five  or  thirty 
wounds.  The  most  extraordinary  shot  was  from 
a  large  ten-inch  rifled  projectile,  which  struck 
the  top  of  the  turret,  scooping  out  a  huge  portion 
of  the  iron,  breaking  all  of  the  eleven  plates  of 
an  inch  thickness  each,  and  spending  its  force  on 
the  pilot-house,  (which  is  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
turret,)  in  which  it  made  a  crater  three  inches 
deep,  and  producing  such  a  shock  on  the  pilot- 
house as  to  start  its  top  and  raise  it  up  three 
inches  I  Had  not  the  force  of  the  impact  been 
broken  on  the  turret,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  this  shot  would  have  gone  clean  through  the 
pilot-house.  Another  shot  hit  the  turret,  forcing 
the  place  struck  inward,  and  producing  a  big 
swell  on  the  interior.  The  same  shock  disabled 
the  carriage  of  the  eleven-inch  gun,  while  portions 
of  the  interior  iron-casing  fell  down,  and,  lodging 
in  the  groove  of  the  turret,  stopped  its  revolu- 
tion. 

The  Nantucket,  besides  receiving  a  number  of 
wounds,  had  her  turret  so  jarred  that  the  cover 
of  the  port  could  not  be  opened,  and  consequent- 
ly the  fifteen-inch  gun  could  not  be  used. 
These  three  are  all  of  the  monitor  type. 
In  addition,  the  other  monitors  each  received 
shots  more  or  less,  though  not  disabling  them. 
Thus  the  Catskill  was  hit  twenty  times.  The 
worst  wound  was  fi'om  a  rifled  shot,  which  broke 
the  deck-plating  forward,  going  through  it,  break- 
ing a  beam  beneath,  and  spending  its  force  on  an 
iron  stanchion,  which  it  settled  half  an  inch. 

The  Ironsides  was  frequently  struck.  One  of 
the  shots  broke  off  and  carried  away  one  of  her 
port  shutters,  and  her  wooden  bows  were  pene- 
trated by  shell,  though  they  were  prevented  from 
doing  the  damage  they  otherwise  must  have  done, 
by  Commodore  Turner's  precaution  of  protecting 
the  exposed  part  of  the  vessel  with  sand-bags. 

But  the  poor  Keokuk  —  she,  of  all  others,  was 
the  most  fearfully  maltreated.  This  vessel  was 
struck  ninety  times,  and  she  had  nineteen  holes 
above  and  below  the  water-line,  some  of  a  size 
through  which  a  boy  might  crawl.  Her  turrets 
(five  and  three  quarter  inches  of  iron  in  thick- 
ness) were  fairly  riddled  and  came  out  of  the  con- 
test mere  sieves.  During  the  action  twelve  of 
her  men  were  wounded,  among  whom  was  her 
commander,  the  gallant  Rhind.  The  others  are 
as  follows : 

Alexander  Mcintosh,  Acting  Ensign,  danger- 
ously wounded;  Charles  McLaughlin,  seaman, 
dangerously  wounded ;  James  Kyan,  seaman, 
severely ;  w  illiam  McDonald,  seaman,  severely ; 
Richard  Nicholson,  Quartermaster,  slightly; 
David  Chaplin,  seaman,  slightly;  C.  B.  Mott, 
landsman,  slightlv ;  J.  W.  Abbott,  seaman,  slight- 
ly ;  J.  O'Connor,  landsman,  slightly ;  George  Wil- 
son, seaman,  slightly ;  J.  Brown,  seaman,  slight- 
ly ;  Henry  Swords,  seaman,  slightly. 

During  the  night  her  pumps  were  kept  at  work, 
to  throw  out  the  leaks  she  was  making.    The  sea 
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had  become  somewhat  rough,  however,  and  was 
washing  in  through  the  holes  in  her  bows.  By 
daylight  it  became  obvious  that  she  must  sink. 
I  had  remained  on  board  the  Gatskill  during  the 
night,  and  at  six  o'clock  word  was  brought  down 
that  the  Keokuk,  which  was  hard  by  us,  had 
made  a  signal  of  distress.  Passing  up  on  deck, 
we  saw  she  was  rapidly  settling  forward.  At  her 
signal  boats  and  tugs  had  come  to  her  assistance, 
and  were  busy  removing  her  wounded  men. 
Barely  time  enough  was  afforded  to  get  off  them 
and  her  crew,  for  she  had  settled  so  much  that 
the  water  was  pouring  into  her  turrets.  Two  or 
three  of  the  men,  indeed,  had  to  jump  into  the 
sea,  and  were  hauled  into  the  small-boats.  Sud- 
denly she  gives  a  lurch  to  one  side,  and  a  lurch 
to  the  other,  and  plunges  under.  She  went  down 
at  eight  o'clock  at  the  spot  of  her  original  anchor- 
age, near  Lighthouse  Inlet,  and  all  that  is  visible 
of  her  is  the  upper  portion  of  her  smoke-stack. 

Thus  ended  the  brief  and  glorious  career  of 
this  interesting  vessel  —  the  first  iron-clad  ever 
sunk  in  battle.  Her  story  must  form  a  most  im- 
portant chapter  in  the  history  of  these  new  en- 
gines of  naval  warfare,  and  her  fate  presents  an 
astounding  example  of  the  frightful  power  of 
modem  projectiles. 

Of  course,  it  is  impossible  to  leave  the  corpse 
there  to  be  resurrected  by  the  rebels,  and  it  has 
been  determined  to  blow  her  up  to-morrow  morn- 
ing with  the  torpedo  exploder;  so  that,  by  a  grim 
kind  of  satire  this  instrument  will  be  first  tested 
in  blowing  up  one  of  our  own  ships  I 

VL 

Such  were  the  results  of  these  thirty  minutes 
fire  which  presented  themselves  to  the  naval 
chiefs,  when  the  reports  came  in  the  day  after 
the  battle. 

There  was  but  one  conviction  in  the  minds  of 
all  who  were  made  acquainted  with  these  facts, 
whether  among  the  naval  people  engaged  or  in- 
telligent outside  observers — the  fight  could  not 
be  renewed.  And  yet  it  was  fully  expected,  on 
the  night  of  the  battle,  that  another  trial  would 
be  made  in  the  morning.  I  saw  many  of  the 
captains  of  the  iron-clads  during  that  night  All 
were  ready  to  resume  the  battle,  though  each 
man  felt  that  ho  was  going  to  an  inevitable  sacri- 
fice. I  confess  I  prayed  that  the  fiery  cup  might 
pass  from  them,  and  that  no  impetuosity  might 
prompt  our  leader  to  throw  the  fleet  again  into 
that  frightful  fire. 

The  grand  old  sailor,  the  noble  Du  Pont,  who 
is  loved  with  singular  devotion  by  all  under  his 
command,  combines  in  his  character  that  fiery 
impetuosity  which  marked  Dundonald,  with  a 
rare  intellectual  coolness  and  consummate  men- 
tal poise.  No  man  could  possibly  feel  with 
greater  intensity  all  the  instincts  and  motives 
that  prompted  a  renewal  of  the  battle ;  and  yet 
no  man  could  possibly  see  with  more  clearness 
the  blind  madness  of  such  an  attempt.  He 
dared  to  be  wise. 

Admiral  Du  Pont  calls  no  councils  of  war ;  but 
on  his  own  motion  decided  that  the  contest  must 


end  here.  This  afternoon,  there  was  an  infonnal 
gathering  of  the  captains  of  the  iron-clads  on 
board  of  the  flag-ship.  Rarely  was  ever  a  fleet 
so  commanded.  These  men  are  the  very  flower 
of  the  navy.  The  lips  must  refuse  their  oflBce 
to  one  who  would  breathe  a  whisper  of  suspicion 
against  their  courage  or  their  devotion.  Now 
there  was  but  one  opinion  shared  in  common  by 
all  these  men  —  the  fruitlessness  of  renewing  the 
attack  at  present  Let  us  see  on  what  considera- 
tions their  opinion  is  founded. 

Viewed  strategically,  Charleston  harbor  forms 
a  cul  de  sac,  four  miles  in  length  from  its  entrance 
at  Fort  Sumter  up  to  the  city.  This  blind  pas- 
sage varies  in  width  from  one  to  three  miles,  and 
is  capable  of  bearing  defensive  works  on  cadi 
side  and  on  shoal  places  in  mid-channel 

On  these  natural  advantages  have  been  brought 
to  bear  the  finest  engineering  skill  in  the  Con- 
federacy (and  it  was  the  flower  of  the  genius  of 
the  country)  during  a  period  of  two  years.  Lee, 
Beauregard,  and  Ripley  in  succession  have  ex- 
hausted their  professional  efforts  to  make  It  im- 
pregnable. Every  thing  that  the  most  improved 
modem  artillery  and  unlimited  resources  of  labor 
can  do  has  been  done  to  make  the  passage  of  a 
fleet  impossible.  And  it  u  impregnable.  Sebas- 
topol  was  as  nothing  to  it 

Our  fleet  got  but  to  the  entrance  of  the  harbor. 
It  never  got  within  it  Had  the  iron-dads  suc- 
ceeded in  passing  the  obstructions,  they  would 
still  have  found  those  miles  of  batteries  to  rua 
They  would  have  entered  an  Inferno  which,  like 
the  portals  of  Dante*s  hell,  might  well  bear  the 
flaming  legend :  **  Who  enters  here  leaves  hope 
behind."  Not  a  point  at  which  they  would  not 
have  found  themselves. 
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*llld  npper,  Mther  and  amroandlag  flxva.** 


They  pass  out  of  the  focus  o%fire  of  Forte 
Sumter,  Moultrie,  Beauregard,  and  Bee,  and  they 
find  themselves  ^frested  under  the  ranges  of 
Sumter,  the  Redan,  Johnston,  and  Ripley.  Ther 
get  beyond  this,  and  a  concentric  fire  from  Rip- 
ley, Pinckney,  the  Wappoo  battery  and  the  guns 
of  the  city  falls  upon  them  !  Merely  to  ran  bv 
batteries,  as  was  done  at  the  forts  below  New- 
Orleans,  is  not  a  very  difficult  thing,  even  for 
vessels  not  iron-clad ;  but  to  be  anchored  as  it 
were  under  such  fires  as  these,  is  what  no  ships 
were  ever  called  upon  to  suffer. 

I  think  I  am  justified  in  saying  that  the  Ad- 
miral and  his  staff  and  the  captains  commanding 
the  iron  fleet  have  all  along  well  understood  the 
task  that  was  given  them  to  do,  and  that  tfaej 
entertained  no  illusions  regarding  it  But  both 
the  navy  department  and  the  public  have  — 
illusions  as  ts  the  nature  of  the  work  to  be  done 
and  delusion  as  to  the  instruments  with  whidi 
it  was  to  be  done.  They  saw  all  the  weaknesses 
of  the  monitors  as  well  as  their  strength.  Ther 
knew  that  their  working  depended  on  nice  ID^ 
chanical  combinations  easily  deranged  They 
knew  that  their  powers  had  never  bera  tested 

But  with  the  usual  liberal  logic  that  charader- 
izes  them,  our  people  took  every  thing  for  granted 
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Here  was  a  universal  panacea  for  all  our  ills. 
Here  was  a  key  to  unlock  all  riddles.  Take  these 
iron-clads,  says  the  Navy  Department,  knock 
Sumter  into  a  brick-pile  and  sail  proudly  up  to 
demand  the  surrender  of  Charleston. 

Indeed,  so  preposterously  did  the  Government 
regard  the  matter,  that  it  was  not  even  thought 
necessary  to  fiave  a  cooperating  land  expedition. 
It  will  astound  the  country  to  learn  that  the 
whole  force  which  General  Hunter  could  spare 
from  his  limited  command  was  under  seven 
thousand  men !  Of  course  he  could  do  nothing 
against  the  force  ready  to  oppose  him.  From  in- 
formation I  received  from  the  Spanish  Consul, 
who  came  out  from  that  city  a  few  weeks  ago, 
the  rebel  troops  for  the  defence  of  Charleston 
numbered  at  the  time  fifty-five  thousand  men, 
and  their  railroad  facilities  would  easily  enable 
them,  in  twenty-four  hours,  to  bring  the  force  up 
to  a  hundred  thousand.  General  Hunter  frank- 
ly told  Admijul  Du  Pont  that  he  could  do  nothing 
to  aid  him.  He  could  gamer  in  what  the  navy 
reaped,  but  he  could  do  nothing  in  the  heat  and 
labor  of  the  field.  The  militai^  force,  indeed, 
never  got  any  further  up  than  Stono  Inlet,  a 
dozen  miles  from  Charleston  harbor,  where  it 
was  to  effect  a  landing  on  Folly  Island  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  diversion.  I  can  make  no 
report  of  what  was  done,  if  any  thing,  but  it  had 
no  direct  bearing  on  the  business  in  hand.  Thus 
left  alone,  the  naval  chief  had  eleven  hundred 
men,  (the  whole  force  of  the  iron  fleet,)  with 
vhich  to  take  and  hold  a  dozen  forts  I  Could 
the  ecstasy  of  foUy  further  go  ? 

These  intimations,  however,  wiU  overshoot  the 
znark  if  they  convey  the  impression  that  Admiral 
Du  PoDt  lacked  fiiith  in  the  enterprise,  or  that  he 
entered  upon  it  unwillingly.  It  was,  in  fact^  no 
ca.se  for  either  a  blind  &ith  or  an  unreasoning 
skepticism.  Too  little  was  known,  as  weU  of  the 
real  character  of  the  rebel  defences  as  of  the  true 
merits  of  the  iron-clad  vessels,  to  justify  the  one 
attitude  or  the  other.  It  was  absolutelv  ncces- 
»wry  to  try  certain  experiments  as  the  basis  of 
any  definitive  plan  of  siege — for  it  was  never 
thought  it  would  be  less  than  a  ten  days*  affair. 
The  operations  of  vesterday,  therefore,  may  be 
regarded  in  the  light  of  a  reconnoissance.  The 
rcconnoissance  resulted  in  a  repulse,  though  not 
a  disaster.  That  it  was  not  so  is  due  to  the  ad- 
mirable skill  of  our  naval  leaders.  In  the  process 
we  have  learnt  valuable  lessons.  And  now  it 
remains  true  to-day  as  ever,  that  Charleston  may 
still  be  successfully  assailed.  But  that  will  be- 
^n  to  be  possible  for  us  when,  casting  off  child- 
ish illusions  as  to  special  arms,  an  adequate  ex- 
pedition shall  be  sent,  military  as  well  as  naval, 
and  in  which  the  navy  shall  only  be  required  to 
play  its  legitimate  part 

vn. 

As  one  of  the  leading  actions  of  the  great  re- 
hcllion,  the  battle  of  Charleston  harbor  passes 
into  history  and  takes  its  place  there.  As  a  con- 
tribution to  the  world*  8  experience  in  the  art  of 


iron-clad  warfare,  it  passes  into  science  and  opens 
an  epoch  thera 

So  far  as  the  public  are  concerned,  it  might  be 
weU  to  postpone  conclusions ;  but  people  will 
draw  them,  and  perhaps  hastily  and  unjustly.  It 
would  be  quite  in  the  natural  order  of  those  vio- 
lent oscillations  to  which  public  temper  is  sub- 
ject, that  the  disposition  to  sec  in  iron-clads  every 
imaginable  virtue,  should  give  place  to  a  disposi- 
tion to  see  in  them  every  imaginable  vice.  And 
yet  both  judgments  would  be  equally  unjust.  In 
the  mean  time,  it  is  a  compensation  to  believe 
that  the  inventive  heads  that  have  already  been 
engaged  in  the  construction  of  iron-clads,  may 
find,  in  the  results  gained  by  this  experiment, 
material  for  more  peifect  realizations  in  the  new 
naval  architecture. 

There  is  one  induction  at  least  which  our  yes- 
terday's experience  in  Charleston  harbor  author- 
izes us  to  dnw.  It  is  that  the  true  way  to  fight 
iron-clads  is  by  obstructions  rather  than  by  artil- 
lery ;  or  perhaps  we  should  say  by  obstructions 
affording  concentration,  continuity,  and  terrific 
accuracy  and  effect  to  the  force  of  artillery. 

And  there  is  another  truth  which  it  teaches, 
and  which  cannot  be  better  formulated  than  it  is 
in  a  statement  of  Sir  Howard  Douglas — one  of 
the  last  opinions  put  on  record  by  that  great  na- 
val authority :  "  There  is  no  telling  what  gun- 
powder can  do."  The  rebel  artillery  practice 
certainly  drew  on  its  resources  to  an  extent  hith- 
erto unparalleled  in  warfiure. 

The  prese/lce  in  the  fight  of  three  distinct  types 
of  iron-clads,  represented  by  the  monitors,  the 
Keokuk,  and  the  Ironsides,  affords  an  interesting 
means  of  comparing  the  relative  merits  of  the  dif- 
ferent models. 

The  test  is,  however,  hardly  a  fair  one,  as  some 
of  the  vessels  .were  much  more  exposed  to  fire 
than  others.  It  would  have  been  interesting,  for 
example,  to  have  seen  how  the  Ironsides  would 
have  behaved  under  the  amount  of  fire  received 
by  the  Keokuk,  and  under  the  same  range  at 
which  she  was  placed.  This  would  also  have 
afforded  the  means  of  testing  the  relative  strength 
of  continuous  and  of  laminated  armor — ^the  plat- 
ing of  the  Ironsides  being  one  single  fdtlr  and  a 
half  inch  mass  of  wrought-iron,  and  that  of  the 
monitors  in  series  of  one-inch  plates.  So  far  as 
one  may  be  justified  in  drawing  an  induction 
from  a  limited  range  of  facts,  the  advantage  would 
seem  to  incline  to  the  continuous  thick  plating. 
The  exposed,  overhanging  port-covers,  employed 
both  on  the  Ironsides  and  Keokuk,  and  which  in 
the  case  of  both  ships  were  in  several  instances 
shot  away,  appears  to  be  an  undeniable  weak- 
ness. 

The  riddling  of  the  armor  of  the  Keokuk's  tur- 
rets, which  consist  of  five  and  three  fourths 
inches  of  iron,  presents  a  striking  proof  of  the 
penetrating  power  of  the  improv^  modem  pro- 
jectiles ;  and  the  effect  produced  by  the  square- 
headed  and  steel-pointed  shot  would  seem  to  jus- 
tify aU  that  has  been  anticipating  of  their  ppwer. 

As  to  the  monitors,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
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that  the  results  of  this  great  test  will  suggest 
manj  improvements  to  the  fertile  genius  of  their 
inventor.  It  is  fair  to  helieve  Mr.  Ericsson  will 
readily  find  the  means  of  securing  the  bolts  from 
being  forced  into  the  turret  and  pilot-house  by 
shocks  from  the  outside — an  effect  so  disastrous- 
ly illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  Nahant.  If  he 
cannot  at  the  same  time  succeed  in  removing  the 
liability  of  the  turret  to  stoppage  of  revolution, 
by  fouling  and  otherwise,  it  will  always  remain  a 
fatal  defect.  And,  indeed,  it  seems  as  though  the 
dependence  of  the  working  of  the  monitors  on 
nice  mechanical  contrivances  and  combinations, 
must  seriously  interfere  with  obtaining  the  best 
results  from  them.  W.  S. 

CORRESPONDENCE   BETWEEN    MAJOR-GENERAL    HT7N- 
TER   AND   ADMIRAL    DU    PONT. 

Hbadquaktbrs  or  thb  Soctr,  ) 

Unitko  States  Trahbfort  Bkn  DsroitD,  April  8, 18($S.  ) 

Admiral  8.  F.  Ihi  Pon%  Flag-Ship  New  Iron- 
sides^ off  Fort  Sumter : 
Admiral  :  Not  knowing  what  have  been  the 
results  of  your  attack  of  yesterdays  so  far  as  Fort 
Sumter  is  concerned,  I  cannot  but  congratulate 
you  upon  the  magnificent  manner  in  which  the 
vessels  under  your  command  fought 

A  mere  spectator,  I  could  do  nothing  but  pray 
for  you,  which,  believe  me,  I  did  most  heartily, 
for  you  and  all  the  gallant  men  under  your  com- 
mand, who  sailed  so  calmly  and  fearlessly  into 
and  under  and  through  a  concentre  fire  which 
has  never  heretofore  had  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  warfare. 

That  you  are  uninjured,  and  so  many  of  your 
command  fit  for  service,  is  a  cause  of  deep  grati- 
tude to  Almighty  God.  I  confess,  when  the 
Weehawken  first  ran  under  Sumter's  guns,  re- 
ceiving the  casemate  and  barbette  broadsides 
from  that  work  simultaneously  with  the  similar 
broadsides  from  Fort  Moultrie  and  all  the  other 
works  within  range,  I  fairly  held  my  breath  until 
the  smoke  had  cleared  away,  not  expecting  to  see 
a  vestige  of  the  little  vessel  which  had  provoked 
such  an  attack.  With  each  of  the  others  the 
same  sr^ne  was  reenacted,  my  interest  in  the  fate 
of  the  Ironsides  being,  perhaps,  the  keenest,  from 
my  knowledge  of  her  vulnerability,  and  of  the 
deep  loss  the  country  would  sustain  if  any  thing 
was  to  happen  to  you. 

Thank  God  for  the  results  as  far  as  they  go. 
May  he  have  you  in  his  keeping  through  what- 
ever chances  are  yet  before  you.  No  country  can 
ever  fail  that  has  men  capable  of  suffering  what 
your  iron-clads  had  yesterday  to  endure.  God 
bless  you  and  keep  you  safe.  Admiral,  and  be- 
lieve me,  with  the  liighest  esteem, 

D.  Hunter, 

lif^or-Ckneral. 

Vlao-Ship  iRommn,         I 
CnAHLKSTOV  HuooK,  &  C,  April  8, 1868.  f 

General  :  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  your 
most  gratifying  letter  of  this  date.     I  did  not, 
■  however,  require  this  to  satisfy  me  of  your  deep 
sympathy  in  our  operation  of  yesterday,  intensi- 
fied by  the  fact  that  circumstances  beyond  your 


control  prevented  that  which  of  all  things  you 
would  most  have  desired,  an  immediate  and  ac- 
tive cooperation. 

I  shall  have  your  lett^  read  in  every  iron-d&d 
of  the  fleet,  so  that  every  man  under  my  cora* 
mand  shall  know,  what  has  lon^  been  familiar  to 
me,  the  heartfelt  sympathy  of  Uie  Commanding- 
General  of  the  army  of  the  Department  of  the 
South. 

I  am.  General,  with  the  highest  respect,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  S.  F.  Du  Pont, 

Rear-Admiral  Commanding  Sonth-AUantle  SqoadniB. 

To  Major-General  Hunter, 

Commandiiq;  Deportment  of  the  South,  off  CharlecUm. 

CHARLESTON  "MERCURY"  ACCOUNT, 

CHAsuanoit,  April  IL 

At  two  o'clock  P.M.,  just  as  the  ofiicers  had 
seated  themselves  for  dinner,  the  first  advance  of 
the  iron-clad  fleet  was  announced  to  the  com- 
mandant of  the  post  Their  anchorage  had  been 
within  the  bar  of  Ship  Channel,  off  the  southern 
end  of  Morris  Island,  some  four  or  five  miles  from 
Sumter.  Upon  inspection,  it  was  judged  that 
good  time  would  be  allowed  for  the  conclusion  of 
the  meal,  and,  after  communicating  the  movement 
by  telegraph  to  headquarters  in  Charleston,  din- 
ner was  comfortably  despatched.  At  half-past 
two  o'clock,  after  examination  of  the  approach- 
ing armament  from  the  terreplein,  the  order  for 
the  **  long-roll "  was  issued.  The  whole  garrison 
knew  that  the  hour  of  trial  was  at  band,  and  the 
greatest  enthusiasm  and  alacrity  prevailed.  The 
men  rushed  to  their  guns  with  shouting  and  relU 
of  exultatiop.  The  regimental  bauid  was  ordered 
to  the  rampart  The  garrison  flag  (the  confede- 
rate States)  was  already  flying  defiantly  from  the 
staff  at  the  northern  apex  of  the  pentagonal  for- 
tress. The  blue  and  white  banner  of  the  Palmet- 
to State  was  given  to  the  wind  on  the  south-west 
corner  of  the  work,  and  the  elegant  bUck  and 
white  color  of  the  First  regiment  South-Carolina 
artillenr  (regulars)  was  run  up  at  the  south-ca<t 
angle,  in  the  face  of  the  coming  foe  A  salute  cf 
thirteen  unshottcd  guns  was  fired,  and  the  band 
broke  forth  with  the  stirring  strains  of  '*  Diide." 

It  was  determined  td  permit  the  fleet  to  c(mt 
well  within  range  before  opening  hnt,  I  Jent-t'oL 
Joseph  A.  Yates,  who  that  morning  reporte«l  for 
duty,  was  assigned  to  the  special  command  of  the 
barbette  batteries.  Major  Ormsby  Blandinjr  was 
assigned  the  special  command  of  the  casemate 
batteries.  They  were  both  at  their  posts  with 
officers,  men  and  guns  ready,  and  awaitin^r  the 
order  to  begin  the  engagement  Colonel  Alfred 
Rhett,  the  commandant  of  the  post,  stood  on  the 
parapet,  watching  the  pr(^;ress  of  the  dou^tr 
iron-clad  dogs  of  war.  Every  heart  beat  high. 
Every  face  was  flushed  with  odm  excitement 
properly  incident  to  such  a  moment  On  ther 
came,  steaming  slowly  north-eastward — seven 
monitors,  their  hulls  sunk  down  to  the  water 
level,  showing  only  a  black  line  on  the  wirttce, 
and  a  projecting  turret  and  smoke-stack  cath-^ 
the  Ironsides,  looming  up  from  the  sea  a  formi* 
dable  looking  monster,  and  the  Keokuk,  ber  hull 
more  distinctly  visible  than  the  monitors,  and 
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irith  two  turrets,  the  most  dreaded  of  all  the 
nine. 

In  front,  a  monitor,  supposed  to  be  the  Passaic, 
commanded  by  Drayton,  pushed  forward  a  long 
raft,  forked  and  fitting  her  bow,  intended  to  catch, 
by  suspended  grappling-irons,  any  entanglements, 
or  to  explode  any  torpedoes  which  might  lie  in 
the  path  of  their  hostile  adyaneeL  Next  followed, 
in  approximate  eeheloUj  another  monitor,  bearing 
a  pennon,  and  coi\jectured  to  be  the  flag-ship  of 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  fleet  This  was 
succeeded,  in  the  same  order,  by  two  others  of  a 
simiUr  kind,  only  distinguishable  by  slight  dif- 
ferences in  the  adornments  of  red  and  white  paint 
upon  their  generally  black  turrets  and  smoke- 
stacks. These  formed  the  first  line  or  division. 
After  an  interyal  of  space,  came  the  Ironsides,  of 
mach  larger  proportions,  her  sleek  and  glistening 
black  sides  rising  high  and  firowning  above  the 
water.  She  occupied  a  central  position,  and  was 
followed  at  some  distance  by  the  three  remaining 
monitors,  and  the  Keokuk  in  the  rear.  These 
four  formed  the  other  line  or  division  of  battle. 

At  tiiree  o^dock,  when  the  leading  gunboat  had 
got  east-south-east  of  Sumter,  at  a  distance  of 
about  one  thousand  four  hundred  yards.  Fort 
Moultrie  fired  the  first  gun.  The  band  was 
bushed  at  Sumter,  the  musicians  were  despatched 
to  their  pieces,  and  the  order  was  given  to  open 
fire,  carefully  and  by  battery. 

At  three  minutes  past  three  the  guns  belched 
forth  their  fierce  thunders  upon  the  foremost 
monster.  Within  two  minutes  there  was  a  re- 
sponse. His  shots  were  directed  against  Sumter, 
and  the  strife  was  inaugurated.  The  east  and 
north-east  battmes,  en  barbette  and  in  casemate, 
were  those  only  engaged,  together  with  a  mortar- 
battery  on  Gift  of  the  ramparts,  which  fired  for  a 
short  time.  It  may  be  improper  to  publish,  at 
this  juncture,  the  garrison  of  the  Fort,  but  we 
may  mention  that  the  east  barbette  battery  was 
oflScered,  as  we  understand,  by  Capt  D.  Fleming, 
Lieut  F.  D.  Blake,  Lieut  Jones,  and  Lieut  Julius 
Rhett,  (a  volunteer  absent  from  Preston's  battery 
light  artillery  on  sick  leave.)  The  north-east  bar- 
bette battery  was  officered  by  Captain  Harleston, 
Lieut  McM.  King  and  Lieut  W.  S.  Simkins.  The 
mortar  battery  was  for  a  time  manned  and  officered 
by  Capt  Macbeth  and  Lieut  Julius  Alston,  who 
were  subsequently  transferred  to  one  of  the  case- 
mate batteries  engaged.  The  other,  the  largest 
casemate  battery  engaged,  was  commanded  by 
Oaptain  W.  H.  Peronneau  and  Lieut  Fickling, 
while  a  third  small  battety  was  in  charge  of  Lieut 
GrimbalL 

For  thirty  minutes  the  guns  of  Fort  Sumter 
were  concentrated  on  the  leading  vessel,  irrespect- 
iTe  of  the  answering  cannon  of  the  others.  The 
garrison  fought  with  eagerness  and  impetuosity. 
They  had  to  be  restrained,  and  after  trial,  firing 
by  battery,  it  was  found  that,  fix>m  the  small  size 
of  the  object  at  a  distance  of  one  thousand  one  hun- 
dred to  one  thousand  four  hundred  yards,  and  its 
constant  and  alternate  moving  and  stopping,  it  was 
difficyxlt  to  keep  the  guns  trained  to  shoot  simulta- 
neously with  accuracy.  The  method  was  changed. 
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with  apparent  advantage,  during  the  course  of  the 
engagement  The  gunboats  fired  deliberately,  at 
intervals.  The  smoke-stack  of  the  pioneer  boat 
was  riddled  with  balls.  The  turret  was  repeat- 
edly struck  and  impressions  distinctly  visible. 
At  twenty-five  minutes  past  three  a  flat-headed 
bolt  of  chilled  Iron  projectc^l  from  a  Brooke  gun,  (ri- 
fled and  banded  seven-inch,)  struck  with  manifest 
damaga  A  volume  of  steam  was  seen  to  issue 
from  the  creature,  and  it  turned  ofif  on  a  curve  to- 
ward the  east  and  south-east,  steaming  out  of 
range  and  out  of  the  fight  Meantime,  the  three 
other  monitors  of  the  first  line  had  bestowed  their 
attention  upon  the  Fort  with  impunity.  They 
now,  after  the  retirement  of  the  supposed  Passaic, 
received  each,  for  a  brief  season,  sundry  acknow- 
ledgments. That  bearing  the  pennon,  at  thirty- 
seven  minutes  past  three  had  its  emblem  of  com- 
mand cut  down  by  a  well-directed  shot  Its  tur- 
ret and  hull  were  indented.  Several  shot  were  vis- 
ible, driven  and  sticking  in  the  iron.  The  smoke- 
stack was  repeatedly  pierced  through.  And  at 
forty-five  minutes  past  three  this  invulnerable 
man-of-war  also  drew  off^  followed  by  the  two 
that  had  accompanied  it 

The  Ironsides  seemed  shy  of  the  contest  She 
fired  a  few  shots  at  a  distuice  of  not  less  than 
one  thousand  five  hundred  yards,  and  perhaps  as 
much  as  one  thousand  eight  hundred.  Three 
balls  were  seen  to  strike  her  in  return.  She  soon 
headed  off*  out  of  range,  and  was  counted  out 

The  monitors  of  the  second  line  were  under  a 
concentrated  fire,  each  a  few  minutes.  All  were 
hit,  but  apparently  with  no  special  injury.  The 
longer  the  fight  continued  the  more  accurate  the 
firing  proved  with  the  gunners  of  that  gallant  and 
admu*ably  trained  corps. 

The  Keokuk  now  boldly  advanced,  bow  on,  to 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  the  east  side  of 
Fort  Sumter.  This  was  the  shortest  distance  at- 
tained by  any  of  the  fleet,  no  other  venturing  so 
near.  Col.  Rhett  now  requested  Lieut -Colonel 
Yates  to  take  charge  of  a  Brooks  gun  for  a  few 
shots,  and  to  sight  it  carefully  himself.  The  first 
shot  entered  the  open  port-hole  of  the  foremost 
turret,  apparently  silencing  the  boat       • 

The  next  ball  was  a  centre  shot  upon  the  tur- 
ret The  third  penetrating  the  bow  some  ten  feet 
firom  the  stem,  making  a  large  opening  at  the 
water-line,  and  a  fourth  also  struck  the  hull. 
During  this  time  a  concentric  fire  was  poured  into 
the  monster  from  all  the  guns  that  could  be 
brought  to  bear.  The  fire  of  the  Fort  had  been 
reduced  by  order  to  one  gun  from  each  battery 
every  five  minutes,  and  was  exceedingly  precise 
and  effective.  For  many  minutes  the  boat  drifted 
lifelessly  with  the  tide,  under  a  terrific  hail,  being 
torn  in  different  places,  and  having  shot  plainly 
imbedded  in  the  uron  armor.  It  was  strongly 
hoped  that  it  would  be  so  disabled  as  to  surren- 
der, falling  into  our  hands  by  capture.  But,  after 
being  under  punishment  forty  minutes,  it  man- 
aged to  crawl  feebly  off  and  escape,  giving  a  part- 
ing salute  as  it  was  getting  out  of  range,  to  show 
that  the  will  was  there  to  fight  The  following 
morning  it  settled  down  some  five  hundred  yards 
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to  sea  from  the  beach,  toward  the  south  part  of 
Morris  Island. 

This  was  the  end  of  the  fight.  After  a  short 
engagement  of  two  hours  and  twentj-five  min- 
utes, an  unprotected  brick  fort,  by  the  use  of  its 
cannon,  assisted  by  Fort  Moultrie  and  the  guns 
of  one  or  two  sand  batteries,  employing  a  few  guns, 
repulsed  a  fleet  of  nine  of  the  boasted  iron-clad 
gunboats.  The  Keokuk  was  sunk.  The  Passaic 
had  disappeared  from  view,  probably  sent  or  tow- 
ed to  Port  Royal  for  repairs.  And  the  flag-boat 
has  been  undergoing  the  mending  process  in 
plain  sight  The  prestige  of  their  inyulnerability 
is  gona  The  question  is  reduced  to  the  relative 
powers  of  destruction  of  the  fort  and  the  assail- 
ing fleet  It  is  a  question  of  pluck  and  surviTor- 
ship  in  a  square  stand-up  fight  for  victory.  Iron- 
clad fleets  can  be  destroyed  as  well  as  forts.  Fort 
Sumter,  although  somewhat  pitted,  to-day  is,  we 
believe,  as  strong  as  it  was  when  this  fight  begun. 
We  deem  that,  if  the  attack  is  renewed  as  before, 
(and  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  it  will  be,) 
the  six  monitors  left  and  the  Ironsides  will  come 
out  the  defeated  party,  with  worse  results  than 
those  obtained  in  the  first  attempt   Nona  verrons. 

The  enemy  fired  about  eighty  shots,  mostly 
fifteen-inch  and  steel-pointed  shells,  at  Fort  Sum- 
ter. This  estimate  was  made  from  Sullivan's  Is- 
land. Forty  only  struck  the  work.  One  ten-inch 
gun  was  temporarily  disabled  by  a  shot  One 
columbiad  of  old  pattern  burst.  One  seven-inch 
rifled  gun  dismounted  by  recoil,  and  one  gun  was 
disabled  for  a  few  moments  by  fracture  of  the  ele- 
vating screw  through  recoil. 

Not  a  person  was  killed  in  Fort  Sumter  from 
any  cause.  Sergeant  Faulkner  and  privates  Chap- 
lin, Minnix,  and  Penn,  company  B,  were  injured 
by  a  shower  of  bricks  thrown  from  a  traverse  on 
the  rampart  by  a  large  shot  of  the  enemy.  A 
drummer-boy,  Ahrens,  was  struck  on  the  head 
by  the  explosion  of  a  shell  over  the  parade.  A 
negro  laborer  was  also  wounded.  All,  we  learn, 
are  doing  well  and  there  is  no  danger  of  losing  a 
life  or  a  limb.  The  wounded  were  dressed  by 
Surgeon  Moore,  of  the  post,  and  sent  out  of  the 
way  to  a  hospital  in  the  city,  where  they  now  re- 
main. , 

The  r^mental  ensign  was  pierced  near  the 
centre  by  a  ball  The  confederate  flag  was  also 
perforated. 

THB  BATTEBIBS  ON   SULLIVAN^S   ISLAND. 

Fort  Moultrie  opened  the  engagement  At  three 
o'clock  the  head  of  the  grim  procession  of  moni- 
tors having  come  within  reason-range,  the  word 
was  given,  and  the  first  shot  of  the  batteries  went 
whizzing  at  the  iron  fleet  In  a  very  few  min- 
utes the  batteries  of  Sumter,  with  the  earthworks 
of  Morris  and  Sullivan's  Islands  were  mingling 
their  deep  voices  in  the  chorus  of  the  fi«y.  Dur- 
ing the  entire  fight,  the  batteries  of  Fort  Moultrie 
maintained  a  well-directed  fire  against  the  moni- 
tors that  happened  to  be  nearest,  and  the  fre- 
quency with  which  the  Yankees  turned  from  the 
main  effort  against  Fort  Sumter  to  give  a  spiteful 


shot  to  Fort  Moultrie,  showed  how  effectively  and 
accurately  the  men  at  the  latter  post  were  hurling 
their  metal  on  the  foe. 

There  was  but  one  casualty  at  Fort  Moultrie. 
A  shot  from  one  of  the  monitors  cut  away  the 
flag-staff,  a  few  feet  above  the  parapet,  and  the 
staff  fell  upon  private  Lusby,  company  F,  Pin^t 
South-Carolina  (regular)  infantry,  inflicting  injur- 
ies  from  the  effect  of  which  he  soon  died 

The  garrison  of  Fort  Moultrie  it  would  not  be 
proper  to  enumerate.  It  consists  of  the  Fir^t 
South-Carolina  (regular)  in&ntry.  The  command- 
ant of  the  post  is  Col.  William  Butler,  of  the  same 
regiment,  and  the  companies  during  the  action 
were  severally  commanded  by  Captain  T.  A  Hu- 
guenin,  Ci^tain  S.  Burnet,  Captain  Constantine 
Kivers,  First  Lieutenant  E.  A.  Erwin,  and  Captain 
R.  Preston  Smith,  the  last-named  officer  having 
special  charge  of  the  mortar  battery.  The  dose»t 
range  into  which  the  enemy  ventured  was  esti- 
mated by  the  officers  of  the  Fort  at  about  one  thou- 
sand two  hundred  yards.  The  flag-staff  has  been 
replaced,  and  as  no  other  portion  of  the  Fort  sui- 
tamed  any  damage  whatever  during  the  engage- 
ment, the  post  is  in  excellent  condition  to  join  in 
another  trial  of  strength  with  the  tuireted  ar- 
mada. 

Battery  Bee,  on  Sullivan's  Island,  just  opposite 
Fort  Sumter,  was  commanded  by  Lieut-Oolooel 
Simkins,  of  the  First  South-Carolina  (regular)  in- 
fantry, and  manned  by  companies  of  that  re^- 
ment  The  captains  commanding  the  oompanies 
at  this  post  engaged  were  Rol^rt  de  TntiUe. 
Warren  Adams,  and  W.  T.  Tatum.  The  batteir 
was  the  recipient  of  occasional  shots  from  the  en^ 
my,  but  was  not  in  any  way  injured,  nor  were 
there  any  casualties  among  the  men.  During  the 
fight  General  Ripley  was  present  af  Battery  Bee. 
Whenever  the  enemy  may  choose  to  renew  the 
attack,  if  his  object  should  be  to  dash  into  the 
harbor.  Battery  Bee  will  have  a  &r  more  import- 
antpart  to  play. 

The  Beauregard  battery,  with  three  of  its  gunfs 
also  took  part  in  the  general  tnSlee  of  heavy  artil- 
lery, and  twice  received  a  broadside  trom  uieent- 
my.  This  battery,  commanded  by  Captain  J.  i- 
Sitgreaves,  First  regiment  South^arolina  (regu- 
lar) artillery,  is  situated  on  the  Sullivan's  Idaod 
beach,  north-east  of  Fort  Moultrie,  a  little  beyond 
the  Moultrie  House,  and  is  manned  from  the  First 
r^ment  South-Carolina  (regular)  artillery,  Fir^t 
Lieut  Etwin  commanding,  and  company  B,  First 
r^;iment  South-Carolina  (regular)  infantry.  Cap! 
mirley  commanding.  The  battery  was  in  no  re^ 
spect  damaged,  although  many  of  the  Yankee 
round  shot  fell  upon  the  sand  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood. 

The  forces  on  Sullivan's  Island  (wfaidi  is  a  por- 
tion of  the  sub-division  commanded  by  Brig.-oeQ. 
Trapier)  were  under  the  immediate  conunaod  of 
Colonel  D.  M.  Keitt,  of  the  Twentieth  reeimeot 
South-Carolina  volanteer&  Both  General  Trapier 
and  Col.  K«tt  were  on  the  island  at  the  time  of 
action,  and  during  the  firing  were  moving  b<m 
battery  to  batteiy. 
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GKNERAL  BEAUREGARD  TO  THE  TROOP& 

HBi.i>Qrjiirm«  Dkpaxtmbkt  of  8orrB-CAXOLnrA,  ) 
Oborou,  A9D  Florida,  Chaalbstoii,  S.  C,  April  10.     ) 

General  Orders,  No.  55. 

The  Commanding  General  is  gratified  to  have 
to  announce  to  the  troops  the  following  joint  re- 
solutions unanimously  adopted  by  the  Legislature 
of  the  State  of  South-Carolina : 

^^Retolted,  That  the  General  Assembly  reposes 
anbounded  confidence  in  the  ability  and  skill  of 
the  Commanding  General  of  this  department,  and 
the  courage  and  patriotism  of  his  brave  soldiers, 
with  the  blessine  of  God,  to  defend  our  beloved 
city  and  to  beat  back  our  vindictive  foes. 

*^Besohedy  That  his  Excellency  the  Governor 
be  instructed  to  communicate  this  resolution  to 
General  Beauregard.^* 

Soldiers !  the  eyes  of  your  countrymen  are  now 
turned  upon  you  on  the  eve  of  the  second  anni- 
versary of  the  thirteenth  of  April,  1861,  when  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State  of  South-Carolina  was 
triumphantly  vindicated  within  the  harbor  which 
we  are  now  to  defend.  The  happy  issue  of  the 
action  on  the  seventh  instant — the  stranded,  rid- 
dled wreck  of  the  iron-mailed  Keokuk,  her  baffled 
coadjutors  forced  to  retire  behind  the  range  of 
our  guns,  have  inspired  confidence  in  the  country 
that  our  ultimate  success  will  be  complete.  An 
inestimably  precious  charge  has  been  corifided  to 
TOur  keeping,  with  every  reliance  on  your  man- 
hood and  enduring  patriotism. 
By  command  of  General  Beauregard. 

Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  SUIT. 

Official  :  Jobn  M.  Otet,  A.A.G. 

MOBILE  "REGISTER"  ACCOUNT. 

Cbaalmtov,  April  8. 

A  visit  to  Fort  Sumter  to-day  enables  me  to 
present  to  your  readers  a  more  correct  account 
of  the  late  engagement  in  front  of  Charleston  than 
the  one  already  sent  to  you,  and  which  was  pre- 
pared the  night  succeeding  the  attack,  when  but 
Tew  of  the  facts  had  been  definitely  ascertained. 
In  order  to  give  a  fall  understanding  of  the  affair, 
it  may  be  necessary  to  begin  the  narrative  with 
the  first  appearance  of  the  Federal  armada  in  this 
vicinity. 

At  half-past  ten  o* clock,  Sunday  morning,  the 
fiith  instant,  it  was  reported  at  Fort  Sumter  that 
twenty-seven  vessels  were  visible  just  outside 
the  bar,  one  of  which  was  the  Ironsides,  and  four 
were  monitors  or  turreted  iron-clads.  On  the 
uioming  of  the  sixteenth,  (Monday,)  as  the  fog 
lifted,  it  was  discovered  that  the  Ironsides,  eight 
monitors,  and  a  large  number  of  other  vessels 
Were  in  sight,  the  Ironsides  having  already  cross- 
ed the  bar  and  come  to  anchor  on  Morris  Island. 
An  infantry  force,  variously  estimated  at  from 
three  thousand  to  six  thousand,  was  landed  on 
Coles's  Island,  off  the  mouth  of  Stono  River,  dur- 
ing Sunday  night 

But  before  proceeding  further,  it  may  be  well 
to  restate  the  names  of  the  forts  and  batteries 
that  participated  in  the  fight  They  are  Fort 
Sumter  in  the  harbor,  Fort  Wagner  and  Cum- 
mrng's  Point  Battery  on  Morris  Island,  the  first 


looking  seaward,  and  the  second  across  the  harbor ; 
and  Fort  Moultrie,  Battery  Bee,  and  Battery  Beau^ 
regard,  on  SuUivan*s  Island.  Looking  out  to  sea 
from  Charleston,  Morris  Island  is  on  the  extreme 
right,  and  Sullivan's  Island  on  the  extreme  left 

After  various  changes  of  position,  the  whole 
iron-clad  fleet  advanced  to  the  attack  at  two 
o'clock  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  seventh,  in  the 
following  order':  The  first  line  consisted  of  four 
monitors,  the  Passaic  supposed  to  be  in  the  lead, 
with  the  so-called  "Devil"  (a  nondescript  ma- 
chine for  removing  torpedoes)  attached  to  her 
prow.  The  second  line  also  consisted  of  four 
monitors,  the  double-turret  Keokuk  lying  on  the 
right  The  Ironsides,  with  Admiral  Du  Pont  on 
board,  held  position  about  equidistant  between 
the  two  lines  and  near  the  centre.  The  wooden 
vessels  outside  moved  closer  in,  and  during  the 
action  remained  silent  spectators  of  the  conflict 

At  half-past  two  o'clock  the  long-roll  was  beat 
in  Sumter.  The  garrison  answered  promptly 
with  a  shout,  and  rushed  immediately  to  battery. 
The  garrison,  palmetto,  and  regimental  flags  were 
now  hoisted,  and  saluted  by  order  of  Col.  Rhett 
with  thirteen  guns — ^thus  announcing  to  the  ene- 
my, that  though  the  Fort  might  be  battered  down, 
the  confederate  colors  would  be  kept  flying  as 
long  as  a  gun  was  left  standing  and  there  was  a 
man  to  fire  it  Admiral  Du  Pont  had  said  that 
he  would  reduce  the  Fort  in  three  hours,  and 
this  defiance  was  hurled  in  his  teeth  in  answer  to 
his  unseemly  boasts. 

About  three  o'clock  the  fight  was  opened  by 
Fort  Moultrie  firing  a  shot  Three  minutes  later 
the  barbette  guns  on  the  east  face  of  Sumter, 
commanded  by  Captain  D.  G.  Fleming,  were  fired 
by  battery,  with  a  report  that  brought  all  Charles- 
ton to  the  promenade-battery  and  to  the  house- 
tops to  witness  the  imposing  spectacle.  Two 
minutes  later  the  Passaic  returned  the  compli- 
ment with  two  guns  fired  almost  simultaneously. 
The  fight  thus  opened  soon  became  general  The 
Passaic  swept  around  in  an  elliptic  course  in 
front  of  the  east  &ce  of  the  Port,  delivering  her 
fire  as  she  passed — the  closest  range  into  which 
she  came  being  estimated  at  seven  hundred  yards. 
Her  turret  and  hull  were  struck  several  times, 
and  with  damaging  effect  After  receiving  the 
concentrated  fire  of  the  Fort  for  thirty  minutes, 
she  rounded  off  and  fired  but  few  shot  afterward, 
and  soon  moved  out  of  range. 

The  three  other  vessels  of  the  first  line  came 
up  successively,  and  after  remaining  under  fire 
about  the  same  length  of  time,  rounded  off  also 
at  nearly  the  same  point  as  the  Passaic,  and  took 
but  little  part  in  the  action  afterward.  The  Pas- 
saic being  armed  with  the  nondescript  machine 
for  the  removal  of  torpedoes  supposed  to  have  been 
sunk  by  the  confederates,  she  was  put  fbrward 
and  required  to  make  the  fiery  passage  first 
whilst  tne  other  vessels  followed  as  nearly  in  her 
track  as  possible.  After  passing  round,  they 
took  up  their  positions  at  a  distance  of  from  one 
thousand  one  hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred vards,  where  they  kept  up  their  fire  until 
the  wtiole  fleet  withdrew. 
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The  monitors  in  the  first  line  having  delivered 
their  fire,  the  Ironsides  now  moved  up  and  be- 
came the  object  of  attention.  She  is  a  huge  mon- 
ster, carrying  twelve  heavy  guns,  and  protected 
by  an  iron  mail,  but  having  no  turrets.  She  first 
delivered  a  broadside  of  six  guns,  and  afterward 
fired  single  guns  only.  Three  square  bolts  fired 
fi*om  Sumter  were  seen  to  enter  her  side,  (above 
the  short  ribs,)  while  one  from  Fort  Wagner  pene- 
trated her  stem,  when  she  immediately  steamed 
off  to  a  distance  of  one  thousand  eight  himdred 
yards,  firom  which  point  she  kept  up  an  irregular 
fire  until  half-past  four,  at  which  hour  she  moved 
off  out  of  range,  considerably  injured. 

As  soon  as  the  Ironsides  had  turned  ofi^  the 
second  line  advanced,  and,  passing  under  the 
stem  of  the  Ironsides,  came  into  action.  *  The 
Keokuk  steamed  up  gallantly  in  the  track  of  the 
first  line,  and  coming  bow  on,  engaged  our  bat- 
teries at  about  nine  hundred  yards.  She  is  pro- 
vided with  two  stationary  turrets,  each  turret 
having  three  port-holes.  It  was  manifest  from 
the  manner  of  her  advance,  that  her  officer  felt 
confident  of  her  power,  and  expected  to  accom- 
plish great  things.  Seeing  this.  Colonel  Rhett 
requested  Lieut. -Colonel  Yates,  an  accomplished 
artillerist,  to  take  charge  of  one  of  the  Brooke 
guns,  and  pay  his  respects  to  the  saucy  iron-clad. 
This  gun  —  the  invention  of  a  gallant  officer  in 
our  navy,  firom  whom  it  takes  its  name  —  is 
ribbed,  and  carries  a  square-headed  bolt  weigh- 
ing one  hundred  and  nineteen  pounds.  Colonel 
Yates's  first  shot  entered  a  port  of  the  turret,  and 
doubtless  knocked  over  the  gun.  The  second 
shot  struck  just  above  the  port-hole,  and  passed 
through  the  turret  The  third  shot  smashed  in 
the  pilot-house,  which  is  just  above  the  turret; 
and  the  fourth  hit  her  hull,  abaft  of  midships, 
tearing  up  the  iron-plated  deck,  and  making  an 
ugly  hole.  The  Keokuk  was  struck  repeatedly 
afterward  by  other  guns,  one  of  which  carried 
away  her  bow,  while  her  smoke-stack  and  hull 
were  completely  riddled.  She  fired  but  one  shot 
after  Colonel  Yates  opened  upon  her.  She  man- 
aged to  get  away  after  being  under  our  concen- 
trated fire  for  nearly  forty  minutes,  and  now  lies 
a  perfect  wreck  on  Morris  Island,  where  her 
smoke-stack  and  one  of  her  turrets  are  still  visi- 
ble. Portions  of  her  furniture,  including  a 
bureau,  spy-glass  and  other  articles,  have  washed 
ashore  on  the  beach  and  been  secured  The 
firing  of  Colonel  Yates,  who  is  as  modest  as  he 
is  brave,  was  superb. 

The  other  monitors  of  the  same  line  had, 
meanwhile,  come  into  action.  They  delivered 
their  fire  and  rounded  off  at  the  same  point  as 
those  of  the  first  line,  and  finalljL  the  whole  fleet 
ceased  firing  and  retired  badly  beaten,  at  half- 
past  five  o'clock. 

Our  fire  was  concentrated  upon  the  leading 
vessel  (the  Passaic)  about  thirty  minutes.  Her 
smoke-stack  received  seven  shots,  and  several 
severe  impressions  were  made  upon  the  turret. 
A  bolt  from  a  Brooke  gun  strudc  her  forward 
deck,  ripping  up  the  armor  and  making  an  open- 
ing through  which  the  steam  was  seen  to*  issue 


in  great  volumes.  She  immediately  retired,  acd 
in  her  haste  left  behind  the  Yankee  *^ Devil"  at- 
tached to  her  prow,  which  now  lies  stranded  on 
Morris  Island  beach,  to  be  seen  by  all  men.  As 
Monsieur  Du  Pont  could  not  send  our  brave  boys 
to  the  devil  in  three  hours,  as  he  threatened  to 
do,  he  compromised  the  matter,  I  suppose,  by 
sending  the  devil  to  them. 

The  second  vessel  had  a  pennon  flying — pro- 
bably the  Commodore's.  She  did  not  remain 
under  fire  as  long  as  the  first ;  yet  her  pennon 
was  shot  away,  her  smoke-stack  riddled,  and  her 
turret  and  hull  badly  marked.  Several  round- 
shot  were  seen  to  s^ke  and  lodge  in  the  iron 
plating  of  the  hulL 

She  drew  off  at  forty-five  minutes  after  three 
o'clock.  The  other  monitors  did  not  appear  to 
be  so  badly  injured,  except  the  Keokuk,  though 
all  of  them  received  more  or  less  damage.  None 
of  them  remained  longer  under  fire  than  from 
fifteen  to  twenty  minutes;  it  was  too  hot  for 
them.  The  smoke-stacks  of  all  of  them  are 
vulnerable. 

The  east  face  of  Fort  Sumter  was  struck  about 
forty  times  by  fifteen-inch  shell  and  eleven-inch 
solid  shot,  at  a  distance  of  from  nine  hundred  to 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  yards,  and  yet  it  is 
in  quite  as  good  condition  as  before  the  attack. 
One  gun  was  dismounted  and  one  bursted,  and 
five  men  were  wounded,  all  of  whom  are  doing 
well.  Lieut -Colonel  Yates  having  reported  for 
duty  the  moming  of  the  battle,  was  assigned  to 
the  special  command  of  the  parapet  batteries. 
Major  0.  Blunding  was  assigned  to  the  special 
command  of  the  casemate  batteries.  AU  officers 
and  men  in  Sumter  as  well  as  in  the  other  forts 
and  batteries  behaved  with  great  gallantry.  It 
was  a  proud  day  for  Charleston  and  the  Caro- 
linians. It  was  a  remarkable  coincidence  that 
General  Beauregard  and  General  Ripley,  and 
other  officers  and  men,  who  conducted  the  as- 
sault which  resulted  in  the  destruction  of  Fort 
Sumter  —  nearly  two  years  ago,  should  now  be 
present  aiding  and  assisting  in  its  successful  de- 
fence. 

I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  the  details  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  other  forts  and  batteries  which 
participated  in  the  action.  Let  it  suffice  for  the 
present  to  say.  that  they  all  did  well,  and  aided 
materially  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy's  attack, 
which  was  directed  chiefly  against  Sumter. 

There  are  now  only  six  iron-clads  and  the  Iron- 
sides in  sight  at  sunset  this  evening.  A  renewal 
of  the  attack  is  looked  for  at  an  early  day,  per- 
haps to-morrow. 

A  confederate  vessel  passed  right  through  the 
blockading  fleet  last  night,  and  went  to  sea.  The 
Federals  were  too  much  occupied  with  thetr 
bruises,  and  dilapidated  condition  generally,  to 
notice  a  mere  blockade-runner. 


Doc  169. 
ADDRESS    OF   JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

Exictrrm  OFnct,  RicRiioirD.  April  10. 
In  compliance  with  the  request  of  Congress^ 
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contained  in  the  resolutions  passed  on  the  fourth 
day  of  the  present  month,  I  invoke  your  atten- 
tion to  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects 
of  our  country,  and  to  the  duties  which  patriot- 
ism imposes  on  us  all  during  this  great  struggle 
for  our  homes  and  our  liberties.  These  resolu- 
tions are  in  the  following  language : 

[Here  fojlow  the  resolutions  passed  by  the 
confederate  Congress,  requesting  Mr.  Davis  to 
issue  an  address.] 

Fully  concurring  in  the  views  thus  expressed 
by  Congress,  I  confidently  appeal  to  your  love 
of  country  for  aid  in  carrying  into  effect  the  re- 
commendations of  your  Senators  and  Represent- 
atives. 

We  have  reached  the  close  of  the  second  year 
of  the  war,  and  may  point  with  just  pride  to  the 
history  of  our  young  Confederacy.  Alone,  un- 
aided, we  have  met  and  overthrown  the  most  for- 
midable combinations  of  naval  and  military  arma- 
ments that  the  lust  of  conquest  ever  gathered 
t<^ther  for  the  conquest  of  a  free  people.  We 
began  this  struggle  without  a  single  gun  afloat, 
while  the  resources  of  our  enemy  enabled  them 
to  gather  fleets  which,  according  to  their  official 
list,  published  in  August  last,  consisted  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty-seven  vessels,  measuring  eight 
hundred  and  forty  thousand  and  eighty-six  tons, 
and  carrying  three  thousand  and  twenty-six  guns ; 
yet  we  have  captured,  sunk,  or  destroyed  a  num- 
ber of  these  vessels,  including  two  large  frigates 
and  one  steam  sloop-of-war,  while  four  of  their 
captured  steam-gunboats  are  now  in  our  posses- 
sion, adding  to  the  strength  of  our  little  navy, 
which  is  rapidly  gaining  in  numbers  and  effi- 
ciency. 

To  oppose  invading  forces  composed  of  levies 
which  have  already  exceeded  thirteen  hundred 
thousand  men,  we  had  no  resources  but  the  un- 
conquerable valor  of  a  people  determined  to  be 
free ;  and  we  were  so  destitute  of  military  sup- 
plies that  tens  of  thousands  of  our  citizens  were 
reluctantly  refused  admission  into  the  service 
from  our  inability  to  furnish  them  arms,  while 
for  many  months  the  continuation  of  some  of  our 
strongholds  owed  their  safety  chiefly  to  a  careful 
concealment  of  the  fact  that  we  were  without  a 
supply  of  powder  for  our  cannon. 

Your  devotion  and  patriotism  have  triumphed 
over  all  these  obstacles,  and  called  into  existence 
the  munitions  of  war,  the  dothing  and  the  sub- 
sistence, which  have  enabled  our  soldiers  to  illus- 
trate their  valor  on  numerous  battle-fields,  and 
to  inflict  crushing  defeats  on  successive  armies, 
each  of  which  our  arrogant  foe  fondly  imagined 
to  be  invincibla 

The  contrast  between  our  past  and  present 
condition  is  well  calculated  to  inspire  full  confid- 
ence in  the  triumph  of  our  arms.  At  no  pre- 
vious period  of  the  war  have  our  forces  been  so 
numerous,  so  well  organized,  and  so  thoroughly 
disdpfioed,  armed,  and  equipped  as  at  present 
The  season  of  high-water,  on  which  our  enemies 
relied  to  enable  their  fleets  of  gunboats  to  pene- 
trate into  our  country  and  devastate  our  homes, 
is  &8t  passing  away ;  yet  our  strongholds  on  the 


Mississippi  still  bid  defiance  to  the  foe,  and 
months  of  costly  preparation  for  their  reduction 
have  been  spent  in  vain.  Disaster  has  been  the 
result  of  their  every  effort  to  turn  or  storm 
Vicksburgh  and  Port  Hudson,  as  well  as  every 
attack  on  our  batteries  on  the  Bed  River,  the 
Tallahatchie,  and  other  navigable  streams.  With- 
in a  few  weeks  the  falling  waters  and  the  increas- 
ing heats  of  summer  wiU  complete  their  discom- 
fiture, and  compel  their  baffled  and  defeated 
forces  to  the  abandonment  of  expeditions  on 
which  was  based  their  diief  hope  of  success  in 
effecting  our  subjugation. 

We  must  not  forget,  however,  that  the  war  is 
not  yet  ended,  and  that  we  are  still  confronted 
by  powerful  armies  and  threatened  by  numerous 
fleets,  and  that  the  Government  that  controls 
those  fleets  and  armies  is  driven  to  the  most  des- 
perate efforts  to  effect  the  unholy  purposes  in 
which  it  has  thus  far  been  defeated.  It  will  use 
its  utmost  energy  to  avert  this  impending  doom, 
so  fully  merited  by  the  atrocities  it  has  commit- 
ted, the  savage  barbarities  which  it  has  encour- 
aged, and  the  crowning  attempt  to  excite  a  servile 
population  to  the  massacre  of  our  wives,  our 
daughters  and  our  helpless  children. 

With  such  a  contest  before  us,  therb  is  but  one 
danger  which  the  government  of  your  choice  re- 
gards with  apprehension ;  and  to  avert  this  dan- 
ger it  appeals  to  ihe  never-failing  patriotism  and 
spirit  which  you  have  exhibited  since  the  begin- 
ning of  the  war. 

The  very  unfavorable  season,  the  protracted 
droughts  of  last  year,  reduced  the  harvests  on 
whi(£  we  depend  far  below  an  average  yield,  and 
the  deficiency  was,  unfortunately,  still  more  mark- 
ed in  the  northern  part  of  our  Confederacy,  where 
supplies  were  specially  needed  for  the  army.  If, 
through  a  confidence  in  an  early  peace,  which 
may  prove  delusive,  our  fields  should  now  be  de- 
voted to  the  production  of  cotton  and  tobacco, 
instead  of  grain  and  live  stock,  and  other  articles 
necessary  fbr  the  subsistence  of  the  people  and 
army,  the  consequences  may  prove  serious,  if  not 
disastrous,  especially  should  this  present  season 
t>rove  as  imfavorable  as  the  last  Your  country, 
therefore,  appeals  to  you  to  lay  aside  all  thought 
of  gain,  and  to  devote  yourselves  to  securing  your 
liberties,  without  which  these  gains  would  be 
valueless. 

It  is  true  that  the  wheat  harvest  in  the  more 
Southern  States,  which  will  be  gathered  next 
month,  promises  an  abundant  yield ;  but  even  if 
this  promise  be  fulfilled,  the  difficulties  of  trans- 
portation, enhanced  as  it  has  been  by  an  un- 
usually rainy  winter,  will  cause  embarrassments 
in  military  operations,  and  sufferings  among  the 
people,  should  the  crops  in  the  midSe  and  north- 
em  portions  of  the  Confederacy  prove  deficient 
But  no  uneasiness  may  be  felt  in  regard  to  a  mere 
supply  of  bread  for  men.  It  is  for  the  large 
amount  of  com  and  forage  required  in  the  raising 
of  live  stock,  and  the  supplies  of  the  animals 
used  for  military  operations,  too  bulky  for  distant 
transportation ;  and  in  them  the  deficiency  of  tHe 
last  harvest  was  mostly  felt    Let  your  fields  be 
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devoted  exclusively  to  the  production  of  corn, 
oats,  beans,  peas,  potatoes,  and  other  fo<^  for 
man  and  beast  Let  corn  be  sowed  broadcast, 
for  fodder,  in  immediate  proximity  to  raihroads, 
rivers,  and  canals ;  and  let  rill  yom-  efforts  be  di- 
rected  to  the  prompt  supply  of  these  articles  m 
the  districts  where  our  armies  are  operating. 
You  will  thus  add  greatly  to  their  efficiency,  and 
furnish  the  means  without  which  it  is  impracti- 
cable to  make  those  prompt  and  active  move- 
ments which  have  hitherto  stricken  terror  into 
our  enemies,  and  secured  our  most  brilliant  tri- 

Having  thus  placed  before  you,  my  countrymen, 
tlie  reasons  for  the  call  made  on  you  for  aid  in 
supplying  the  wants  of  the  coming  year,  I  add 
a  few  words  of  appeal  in  behalf  of  the  brave 
soldiers  now  confronting  your  enemies,  and  to 
whom  your  government  is  unable  to  furnish  all 
the  comforts  they  so  richly  merit.  The  supply 
of  meal  for  the  army  is  deficient  This  deficiency 
is  only  temporary,  for  measures  have  been  adopt- 
ed which  will,  it  is  believed,  soon  enable  us  to 
restore  the  full  rations ;  but  that  ration  is  now 
reduced  at  times  to  one  half  the  usual  quantity 
in  some  of  our  armies.  It  is  known  that  the  sup- 
ply of  meat  throughout  the  country  is  sufficient 
foi*  the  support  of  all ;  but  the  distances  are  so 
great,  the  condition  of  the  roads  has  been  so  bad 
during  the  five  months  of  winter  weather  through 
which  we  have  just  passed,  and  the  attempt  of 
grovelling  speculators  to  forestall  the  market  and 
make  money  out  of  the  lifeblood  of  our  defenders, 
have  so  much  influenced  the  withdrawal  from 
sale  of  the  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  produ- 
cers, that  the  government  has  been  unable  to 
gather  full  supplies. 

The  Secretary  of  War  has  prepared  a  plan, 
•  which  is  appended  to  this  address,  by  the  aid  of 
which,  or  some  similar  means  to  be  adopted  by 
yourselves,  you  can  assist  the  officers  of  the 
government  in  the  purchase  of  the  com,  the 
bacon,  the  pork,  and  the  beef  known  to  exist  in 
large  quantities  in  different  parts  of  the  country. 
Even  if  the  surplus  be  less  than  believed,  is  it 
not  a  bitter  and  humiliating  reflection  that  those 
who  remain  at  home,  secure  from  hardship,  and 
protected  from  danger,  should  be  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  abundance,  and  that  their  slaves  also 
should  have  a  full  supply  of  food,  while  their 
sons,  brothers,  husbands  and  fathers,  are  stinted 
in  the  rations  on  which  their  health  and  efficiency 
depend  ? 

Entertaining  no  fear  that  you  will  either  mis- 
construe the  motives  of  this  address,  or  fail  to 
respond  to  the  call  of  patriotism,  I  have  placed 
the  facts  fiilly  and  frankly  before  you.  Let  us 
all  unite  in  the  performance  of  our  duty,  each  in 
his  sphere,  and  with  concerted,  persistent,  and 
well-directed  effort,  there  seems  little  reason  to 
doubt  that,  under  the  blessings  of  Him  to  whom 
we  look  for  guidance,  and  who  has  been  to  us 
our  shield  and  strength,  we  shall  maintain  the 
sovereignty  and  independence  of  the  confederate 
iStates,  and  tnmsmit  to  our  posterity  the  heritage 
bequeathed  to  us  by  our  fathers. 

Jefferson  Davis. 


PLAN    aUOOESTBD   BY  THE  REBEL    8ECRBTART  OP 

WAR. 

1.  Let  the  people  in  each  county,  parish,  or 
ward,  select  at  a  public  meeting,  as  early  as  con- 
venient, a  committee  of  three  or  more  discreet 
citizens,  charged  with  the  duties  hereinafter  men- 
tioned. 

2.  Let  it  be  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  as- 
certain from  each  citizen  in  the  county  or  parish 
what  amount  of  surplus  com  and  meat,  whether 
bacon,  pork,  or  beef^  he  can  spare  for  the  use  of 
the  army,  after  reserving  a  supply  for  his  ikmilj 
and  those  dependent  on  him  for  food. 

Let  this  committee  fix  a  price  which  is  deemed 
b^  them  a  just  compensation  for  the  articles  fur- 
nished, and  inform  the  citizens  what  this  price 
is,  so  that  each  may  know,  before  delivery,  what 
price  is  to  be  paid  for  the  articles  furnished. 

Let  this  committee  make  arrangements  for  the 
transportation  of  the  supplies  to  some  conveaient 
depot,  after  consultation  with  the  officer  who  is 
to  receive  them. 

Let  the  committee  make  delivery  of  the  sup- 
plies on  receiving  payment  of  the  price,  and  as- 
sume the  duty  of  paying  it  over  to  the  citizens 
who  have  furnished  the  supplies. 

3.  Where  the  duty  of  tiie  committee  is  per- 
formed in  any  town  or  city  at  which  there  may 
be  a  quartermaster  or  commissary,  no  farther 
duty  need  be  required  of  them  than  to  deliver  to 
the  officer  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  citizens  and 
of  the  supplies  which  each  is  ready  to  furoish. 
and  the  price  fixed ;  whereupon  the  officer  will 
himself  gather  the  supplies  and  make  payment 

4.  Where  the  supplies  are  furnished  in  the 
country,  the  cost  of  transportation  to  the  depot 
will  be  paid  by  the  government^  in  addition  to 
the  price  fixed  by  the  committee. 

5.  As  this  appeal  is  made  to  the  people  for  the 
benefit  of  our  brave  defenders  now  in  the  army, 
the  department  relies  with  confidence  on  the  pa- 
triotism of  the  people,  that  no  more  than  just 
compensation  would  be  fixed  by  the  committees, 
nor  accepted  by  those  whose  chief  motive  will  be 
to  aid  their  country,  and  not  to  make  qndue 
gains  out  of  the  needs  of  our  noble  soldiers. 

Jambs  A.  Seddov, 

gecretey  of  W«r. 


Doc.  160. 
THE    FIGHT    AT   FRANKLIN,    TENN. 

DESPATCH   OF  GENERAL  ROSBCRAN& 

Mdiissmbcwo,  Tbcx.,  April  11,  ISM. 

Major-Oeneral  Halletk^  General-ir^Chirf: 

The  following  despatch  was  received  fitxn  Gen- 
eral Granger  on  the  tenth  instant : 

Van  Dom  made  his  promised  attack  to-day,  at 
one  o'clock  directly  in  front  and  on  the  town. 
The  in&ntry  regiments  on  guard  in  town,  widi 
the  cavahy  pickets,  held  him  at  bay  initil  their 
ammunition  was  exhausted.  The  dense  smoke 
and  atmosphere  favored  their  operatioQS,  coabling 
them  to  appro^h  very  near  without  oor  being 
able  to  observe  them.  Our  siege-^ns  and  our 
light  batteries  opened  upon  them  with  murderous 
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effect,  literally  strewing  the  ground  with  men  and 
horses.  I  had  halted  Stanley  four  miles  out  on 
the  Murfreesboro  road.  He  at  once  crossed  his 
forces  over  at  Heights^s  Mills,  vigorously  attack- 
ing Forrest's  divisions,  moving  down  on  theLew- 
isburgh  pike,  capturing  six  pieces  of  artillery  and 
some  two  hundred  prisoners ;  but,  owing  to  the 
unfavorable  nature  of  the  country,  was  unable  to 
hold  them,  being  attacked  by  greatly  superior 
numbers,  outflanked  and  nearly  surrounded.  Our 
loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  piisoners  is  less  than 
one  hundred,  while  the  enemy's  cannot  be  less 
than  three  times  that  number.  They  were  re- 
pulsed on  all  sides,  and  driven  until  darkness 
prevented  the  pursuit  Captain  Mclntyre,  of  the 
fourth  regulars,  took  the  battery  and  prisoners, 
bringing  off  thirty  odd  of  the  latter. 

G.  Granger, 

W.  S.  ROSECRANS,  MiOor.General. 

Mi^or-Oeneral. 

CAPTAIN  MATCHETT'S  REPORT. 

Camp  or  the  Fdbtibtr  O.V.I.,     ) 
Nkak  Fbakkuh,  Tkkh.,  April  11, 1863.  f 

Cohnel  S.  D,  Atkins^  C<nnmanding  Second  Bri- 
gade^ Third  Division^  Army  of  Kentucky : 
Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
you  the  following  report  of  the  engagement  had 
by  the  Fortieth  0.  V.  I.  under  my  command  with 
the  combined  rebel  forces  of  Van  Dom,  Cosby, 
and  Brig.-General  Jackson,  on  yesterday,  (April 
tenth,  1863,)  while  on  picket-duty.  The  Colonel 
and  MaioV  of  the  regiment  being  sick,  and  I  being 
the  ranking  Captdn  of  the  regiment  reported  for 
duty,  the  command  of  the  regiment  for  that  day 
n*as  assigned  to  me. 

At  twenty  minutes  past  twelve  o'clock  m.  the 
enemy  commenced  the  engagement  by  attacking 
the  outpost  guards  on,  and  a^acent  to,  the  Colum- 
bia pike,  with  a  large  advance-guard.  Companies 
E  and  R  (First  Lieutenants  James  Allen  and 
David  Roop,  respectively)  were  in  charge  of  that 
section  of  our  line,  with  First  Lieutenant  David 
Roop  commanding.  The  guards  of  that  section 
were  rallied  on  their  reserve,  where  they  gallant- 
ly repulsed  two  attacks  of  the  enemy's  advance 
before  reenforcements  reached  them.  Before  the 
attack  began  I  ordered  company  H,  Capt  Meag- 
her, and  First  Lieut  John  W.  Smith,  company  I, 
forward  to  strengthen  Lieut  Roop's  reserve.  See- 
ing the  strength  of  the  enemy's  advance-guard 
greatly  outnumbered  Lieut  Roop's  reserve,  I  im- 
mediately sent  company  B,  Captain  Charles  Ent, 
forward  also  to  take  position  on  the  left  of  Lieut 
Roop's  reserve.  A  moment's  glance  at  the  ene- 
my's force  convinced  me  that  the  limited  force 
under  my  command  could  maintain  their  lines  but 
a  short  time  against  the  numbers  of  the  enemy  in 
front  I  therefore  ordered  my  last  company  of 
reserves,  (company  A,  under  command  of  Second 
Lieut  Hart  of  company  B,)  to  take  position  in  the 
wood  at  the  left  of  the  railroad  in  order  to  strength- 
en company  C,  Second  Lieut  J.  C.  Peck,  who 
had  been  posted  on  our  extreme  left  section  of  the 
guard,  on  the  Lewisburgh  pike.  At  the  same 
time  I  sent  for  the  provost-guards  of  Franklin, 


(company  G,  Second  Lieut  J.  A.  Fisher  com- 
manding,) ordering  them  to  reenforce  my  left  by 
way  of  the  Lewisburgh  pike  with  all  their  force, 
excepting  one  relief  of  the  prison-guards.  This 
order  was  not  obeyed.  My  messenger  in  a  few 
minutes  informed  me  that  Lieut  Fisher  and  the 
Provost-Marshal,  Capt  Avery,  of  Gen.  Granger's 
staff,  refused  to  send  me  the  company.  Com- 
pany G,  therefore,  was  not  sent  out  of  the  town. 
With  this  disposition  of  my  force,  and  with  only 
seven  companies  of  infantry — less  than  three  hun- 
dred men — ^we  maintained  our  lines,  of  more  than 
one  fourth  of  a  mile  in  extent,  for  more  than  two 
hours  against  vastly  superior  numbers.  Twice 
did  they  attempt  to  rout  us  with  their  cavalry, 
and  as  often  were  they  repulsed  with  Iohs. 

They  next  advanced  several  mounted  compa- 
nies as  skirmishers,  deployed  in  sections  and  pla- 
toons, and  at  the  same  time  began  to  form  a  con- 
solidated line  on  rear  of  his  skirmishers  for  a 
charge.  We  held  our  lines  thus  long,  momen- 
tarily expecting  reeenforcements.  None,  however, 
arrived,  and  I  was  informed  that  none  were  on 
their  way.  From  the  length  of  time  that  we  were 
engaged,  it  was  reasonable  to  suppose  that  we 
were  not  to  be  reenforced,  but  rather  that  it  was 
the  wish  of  the  Commanding  General  for  us  to 
fall  back.  No  order  or  intimation  to  that  effect, 
however,  reached  me. 

Our  lines  up  to  this  time  had  been  maintained 
in  the  skirts  of  a  wood.  To  the  rear  of  us  for  a 
distance  of  more  than  a  half  a  mile,  lay  an  open 
cotton-field  without  an  obstacle  or  a  shelter  on  it 
A  formidable  line  of  cavalry,  composed  of  three 
raiments,  of  fh)m  one  thousand  five  hundred  to 
two  thousand  five  hundred  men,  as  we  learned 
fi-om  prisoners  afterward  taken  by  us,  were  just 
beyond  the  range  of  our  guns  to  the  firont  of  us. 
The  fences  and  houses  of  the  town  were  our  near- 
est shelter  in  rear.  A  force  sufficiently  strong  to 
flank  us  were  menacing  our  right  and  left  The 
woods  must  soon  be  yielded  up  to  overwhelming 
numbers.  From  this  critical  position  the  men 
were  relieved  by  the  most  noble  daring  and  bra- 
very that  ever  graced  any  arms.  I  gave  the  order 
to  fall  back  on  double-quick.  His  mounted  skir- 
mishers followed  us.  When  they  had  advanced 
into  the  open  field  we  halted,  came  to  an  *^  about" 
and  gave  them  a  fire  which  soon  sent  them  reel- 
ing on  their  main  line.  Taking  advantage  of  their 
re&eat,  we  fell  back.  His  skirmishers  soon  re- 
covered, and  again  charged  us  as  before,  and  we 
again  '*  faced  about"  and  repulsed  them.  We 
again  fell  back  as  they  fell  back.  This  manoouvre 
was  repeated  with  equal  success  on  our  side  un- 
til we  gained  about  two  thirds  of  the  distance  from 
our  outpost  line  to  the  village,  when  the  main 
line  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  charged  us.  When 
within  range  of  our  arms,  we  kept  up  a  continu- 
ous fire  on  him,  which  caused  lum  to  move  to- 
ward us  at  a  slow  and  cautious  pace.  At  this 
time  I  caused  the  men  to  retire  from  front  to  the 
rear  by  the  company.  This  order  was  executed 
in  admirable  style,  the  fi-ont  company  retiring  on 
double-quick  to  the  rear  of  the  other  companies, 
where  dey  came  to  an  *^  about,"  and  deliberately 
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delivered  their  fire,  until  they  again  became  the 
front  company,  when  they  again  retired  as  before. 
In  this  manner,  though  exposed  to  a  heavy  fire 
from  the  enemy,  we  kept  them  on  a  pace  less  than 
double-quick,  until  we  gained  the  town,  where  ^e 
took  advantage  of  houses,  yard-fences,  hedges, 
etc.,  which  we  converted  into  rifle-pits,  from 
whence  we  poured  into  the  enemy^s  ranks  a  mur- 
derous fire.  The  right  and  left  regiments  of  his 
line  were  repulsed,  and  they  retreated  to  his  main 
reserve ;  his  centre  only  passing  into  the  town. 
For  this  they  were  severely  punished  by  our  con- 
tinuous fire  and  soon  retr^ted  in  the  utmost  con- 
fusion. We  saluted  their  retreating  and  confused 
ranks  as  we  had  welcomed  their  approaching  line 
of  battle,  with  a  murderous  fire.  After  they  had 
fallen  back,  several  pieces  of  his  artillery,  which 
ho  had  placed  in  battery  near  our  picket  post  on 
the  Columbia  road,  opened  on  us  with  grape  and 
shell.  Our  batteries  and  siege-guns  at  the  forti- 
fications then  opened  on  them  and  drove  them 
from  the  field. 

At  five  o^clock  p.m.,  our  regiment  was  again 
formed  near  the  pontoon-bridge,  fiH>m  whence  in 
a  few  minutes  we  moved  forward  and  again  took 
our  former  position  at  our  guard-lines. 

During  the  action  every  officer  and  man  did  his 
duty  nobly.  My  commands  were  promptly  obey- 
ed and  executed  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy, 
with  a  promptness  that  would  do  credit  to  the  or- 
dinary drill  on  the  paiiide-ground.  Capts.  Meag- 
her and  Ent,  First  Lieuts.  Roop,  Allen,  and  Smith, 
and  Second  Lieuts.  Peck  and  Harp,  each  com- 
manding a  company,  and  the  only  companies  en- 
gaged, deserve  particular  mention. 

Our  loss  was,  killed,  three;  wounded  four; 
and  missing  ten.  Their  names  accompany  this 
report  The  enemy's  loss  was :  killed,  two  cap- 
tains and  fifi^een  men ;  wounded,  one  major  and 
thirteen  men,  and  thirteen  prisoners,  beside  over 
one  hundred  horses,  riderless,  escaped  within  our 
lines  and  were  taken. 

In  reporting  their  loss,  I  only  mention  those 
who  fell  in  our  (Fortieth  Ohio's)  hands,  except  the 
horses.  He  took  with  him  the  greater  part  of  his 
killed  and  wounded.  His  total  loss  may  be  safely 
estimated  at  one  himdred  and  fifty  in  killed  and 
wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Colonel,  your  obedient 
servant,  Chas.  G.  Matchett, 

April  10, 1808.  Captain  Gommaadlng  Forti«th  Obia 

Official  list  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  of 
the  Fortieth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry,  in  the  en- 
gagement at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  April  tenth,  1863 : 

Killed — ^Orderly  Sergeant  Wilson  Burrows, 
company  A ;  privates  Washington  Link  and  Tho- 
mas Huntington,  company  C. 

Wounded — Privates  Alpheus  Babb,  company 
B ;  Martin  Woolether,  company  C ;  Samuel  I. 
Morrow,  company  B ;  and  James  Bradley,  com- 
pany C. 

Missing— Sergeant  Jesse  Norain,  Elwood  Halo, 
and  John  Fleming,  company  B ;  Albert  Williams, 
Wilson  Olney,  Oscar  Duvall,  and  Samuel  Hub- 
bard, company  A ;  Adam  Suverly,  Wallace  Ben- 
nett, and  Michael  Madigan,  company  C. 


NASHVILLE   "UNION"    AC00UN1. 

Fjubkux,  Ts»b»3ck,  April  11, 18631 

We  have  been  so  much  accustomed  of  late  to 
skirmishing,  that  any  serious  thought  of  an  atuck 
on  this  place  was  not  entertained,  and  even  when, 
on  yesterday,  about  one  p.m.,  the  firing  became 
continuous,  no  excitement  was  manifest  either  in 
the  citizens  or  soldiers.  Not  until  the  loud  jd\s 
of  the  advancing  rebels,  and  the  furious  flight  of 
some  of  our  cavalry  through  town,  accompanied 
by  numbers  of  riderless  horses,  were  we  aroused 
to  the  belief  that  any  thing  more  than  a  demon- 
stration was  intended  on  our  front,  and  ere  we 
had  time  to  take  a  calm  glance  at  the  subject 
the  matter  was  decided  by  seeing  our  own  and 
the  rebel  cavalry  coming  down  our  main  street 
pell-mell,  ours  slightly  in  advance,  but  the  rebels 
"gaining  on  'em"  every  jump.  They  dashed 
through  town,  and  some  of  tiiem  reached  the 
pontoon-bridge,  under  the  very  muzzles  of  our 
guns. 

So  sudden  and  impetuous  was  the  charge,  that 
every  one  was  taken  by  surprise,  and  no  doubt 
its  very  boldness  saved  them  to  some  extent 
Dearly,  however,  they  paid  for  it,  as  a  very  small 
proportion  of  them  escaped  either  deatii  or  cap- 
ture. Van  Dom  advanc^  on  the  Columbia  pike 
with  a  battery  of  artillery.  Cosby  came  by  the 
Lewisburgh  pike,  while  Stames  and  Forrest  wen 
essaying  to  make  the  rear  of  our  works  by  a  road 
crossing  the  Harpeth  three  mUes  east  of  town, 
and  known  as  the  Nichol  Mill  Road.  In  antici- 
pation of  this  move  on  their  part,  .Gen.  6rang:er 
had  sent  a  large  body  of  cavalry,  under  Gen.  Stan- 
ley, to  guard  that  crossing  and  check  their  ad- 
vance. Meantime  Cosby's  force  advanced  on 
our  pickets,  (Fortieth  Ohio,)  who  fought  them 
most  handsomely  for  an  hour  or  more,  but  fioallj 
fell  back  under  cover  of  our  guns.  The  rebds 
formed  and  advanced  until  within  range  of  our 
siege-pieces  in  the  fort,  planting  their  batteiy 
west  of  the  Columbia  pike  and  firing  into  the 
town.  Our  battery  fired  shell  into  their  lincss 
and  succeeded  in  forcing  them  back  and  breikio^ 
them.  We  had  some  fine  artillery  practice,  indi- 
cating great  skill  on  the  part  of  our  gunners. 

When  they  had  fallen  back  from  our  fh)nt  we 
heard  continuous  firing  from  the  forces  of  Stan- 
ley. Here  the  Fourth  r^;ulars  distinguished 
themselves  by  one  of  the  finest  chaiges  of  the 
war,  capturing  the  rebel  artillery  and  two  hun- 
dred prisoners,  but  which  unfortunately  we  could 
not  hold,  and  all  the  artillery,  with  most  of  the 
prisoners,%were  retaken.  Our  loss  <m  this  part 
of  the  field  was  slight,  not  amountii^  to  more 
than  twenty,  that  of  the  rebels  unknown,  as  they 
carried  off  their  dead.  Infantry  reenforoements 
were  sent  out  from  here,  but  the  rebels  feQ  back 
toward  Spring  Hill.  The  fight  near  town  result- 
ed in  the  loss  to  the  rebels  of  filteen  lolled,  in* 
eluding  two  captains  and  one  lieutenant  six 
wounded,  and  taken,  induding  a  major,  and 
twelve  prisoners.  The  total  number  of  prisoners 
taken  here  and  by  Stanley  is  about  seventy; 
among  them  several  officers.  Captain  Freeman, 
of  Freeman's  battery,  (rebel,)  is  among  the  killed. 


DOCXTMEKT& 


521 


Federal  loss  here  four  killed,  four  wounded,  and 
three  missing,  all  belonging  to  the  Fortieth  Ohio. 
A  reoonnoissance  from  the  front  has  just  returned, 
aod  the  rebels  have  disappeared. 

Most  of  the  prisoners  taken  here  belong  to  the 
Twenty  -  eighth  Mississippi  mounted  infantry. 
}hnj  of  those  captured  b^  Stanley  are  Tenncs- 
seeans.  Occabiokai.. 


Doc.  161. 
THE  ATTACK  ON  THE  "SAM  GATY." 

LEAVENWORTH  "TIM£8**  ACCOUNT. 

IiKATnwoira,  Ifareh  81. 

The  steamer  Sam  Graty,  which  arrived  at  our 
levee  on  Sunday  evening,  reports  that  she  was 
stopped  at  Sibley,  on  Saturday  morning  last,  by 
a  band  of  from  forty  to  sixty  bushwhackers,  sup- 
posed to  be  a  portion  of  the  gang  under  Todd  or 
Quantrell,  though  at  the  time  of  the  outrage  in 
question  in  command  of  a  man  named  Clifford. 
As  the  boat  was  passing  Sibley  the  pilot  was 
bailed  and  ordered  to  run  ashore,  under  penalty 
of  shooting,  and  being  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
landing  he  had  no  alternative  but  to  obey. 

As  &e  boat  touched  the  shore  she  was  almost 
immediately  boarded  and  taken  possession  of  by 
tbe  guerrillas,  who  roused  the  Captain  from  his 
berth,  it  being  then  about  two  o^clock  in  the 
morning,  and  informed  him  that  he  was,  for  the 
time  being,  a  prisoner.  About  eighty  oontra- 
banda  being  on  the  boat,  they  were  ordered 
ashore,  the  bushwhackers  being  surprised  to 
find  so  small  a  number,  as  they  had  been  in- 
formed that  there  were  three  hundred ;  and  thev 
expected  to  find  with  them  *^  Parson  Fisher," 
and  threatened  to  bum  the  boat  within  fifteen 
minutes  uidess  he  was  produced ;  but,  being  ap- 
parently satisfied  with  the  Captain's  assurance 
that  the  Parson  was  not  on  board,  they  did  not 
execute  the  threat  The  Captain  informed  them 
that  the  contrabands  were  in  charge  of  a  private 
soldier,  who  could  not  be  found.  When  the  ne- 
groes were  marched  ashore,  the  Captain  asked 
the  guerrilla  leader  what  he  intended  to  do  with 
them.     He  replied:    ^^Blow  their  brains  out!" 

The  Captain  remonstrated  with  him,  and  final- 
ly he  concluded  to  kill  only  the  "bucks,"  and 
forthwith  eight  or  ten  were  murdered,  the  rest 
scattering  and  hiding  in  the  darkness.  There 
were  on  bcuurd  eight  of  the  Missouri  militia,  two 
of  McFarren's  regiment,  and  six  of  Penick's. 
The  guerrillas  paroled  the  former,  and  killed  two 
and  wounded  one  of  the  latter,  three  escaping. 
The  bushwhackers  kill  all  of  Penick's  men  that 
&11  into  their  hands.  They  then  proceeded  to 
throw  overboard  some  forty-eight  wagon-beds, 
and  from  forty  to  seventy-five  sacks  of  flour  and 
rioe  that  belonged  to  the  Government 

They  robbed  every  man  on  board,  and  the 
safe,  which  contained  about  six  hundred  dollars. 
One  gentleman  had  some  six  or  eight  hundred 
dollars  taken  from  him.  The  boat  had  a  very 
large  caxigo,  but  it  was  not  disturbed. 

Mr.  Wilson,  who  had  charge  of  the  negroes, 


had  a  narrow  escape.  Before  they  came  aboard 
a  man  told  him  to  throw  ove^'board  his  coat,  lie 
down,  and  be  covered  up  with  a  lot  of  castings, 
which  he  did.  He  is  a  resident  of  Kansas.  One 
of  Penick's  men  was  taken  for  him  and  killed. 

The  action  of  Captain  McCloy  is  warmly  com- 
mended by  passengers,  and  all  are  satisfied  that 
he  did  the  best  he  could  under  the  trying  cir- 
cumstances in  which  he  was  placed.  The  guer- 
rilla leader  said  he  had  followed  him  from 
Napoleon;  he  expected  the  boat  would  land 
there,  but  it  did  not;  he  had  a  sure  thing  on 
him  at  Sibley.  The  guerrillas  compelled  the 
Captain  to  leave  before  daylight,  being  afraid  he 
would  take  the  negroes  on  board  again. 

On  reaching  Independence  the  Captain  made 
the  fact  known,  and  Colonel  Ponick  immediately 
gave  his  attention  to  the  matter,  and  so  success- 
fully, that  nearly  all  the  contrabands  will  escape, 
as  is  telegraphed  firom  that  port  to  Captain 
Killen,  and  published  elsewhere  this^  morning. 

The  St  Joseph  Herald  learns  the  following 
^ditional  particulars  from  an  eye-witness : 

The  steamboat  had  arrived  at  Sibley's  Landing 
where  the  channel  was  close  to  shore,  and  was 
hailed  by  some  men  on  the  bank,  followed  by 
the  cracking  of  a  dozen  or  more  guns.  The  pilot 
put  her  in  shore,  and  George  Todd  and  about 
twenty-five  of  his  gang  of  guerrillas  came  aboard. 
It  was  almost  morning,  and  there  was  no  moon. 
The  Rebels  were  dressed  in  butternut,  having  a 
pair  of  Colt's  navy  revolvers  each,  (and  some  as 
many  as  three  and  four,)  and  shot-guns  and 
rifles.  Todd  wore  a  large  doth  coat,  with  an 
ample  cape  and  flowing  sleeves,  and  had  also  a 
slouched  hat,  which  he  soon  exchanged  with  a 
passenger  for  a  new  light-colored  beavo'.  He 
gave  the  command,  and  the  work  of  murder  com- 
menced. The  passengers  were  mostly  ladies, 
and  the  few  gentlemen  were  unarmed. 

They  first  killed  George  Meyer,  by  shooting 
him  in  the  back.  Meyer  was  formerly  in  this 
city,  and  when  Colonel  Peabody  was  here  after 
the  siege  of  Lexington,  he  was  in  Major  Berry's 
cavalry  command,  acting  as  Quartermaster.  For 
a  time  he  was  Sergeant-Major  of  the  Fifth  cav- 
alry. Colonel  Penick.  During  the  last  winter 
he  was  frequently  engaged,  with  Assistant  Secre- 
retary  Rodman,  in  the  Senate  at  Jefferson  City, 
in  writing  up  the  journal.  He  was  a  young  man 
of  the  most  generous  impulses,  and  wUl  be 
mourned  by  a  large  number  of  men,  who  will 
avenge  his  death. 

The  cowardly  butchers  next  blew  out  the 
brains  of  William  Henry,  a  member  of  Captain 
Wakerlin's  company.  He,  too,  was  a  St  Joseph 
boy,  and  was  formerly  engaged  in  a  stall  in  our 
city  market,  and  at  one  time,  we  think,  labored 
for  John  P.  Hax,  a  meat-dealer.  He  leaves  a 
wife  and  four  children  in  our  city  wholly  unpro- 
vided for. 

They  next  led  out  to  slaughter  young  Schutt- 
ner,  of  this  town,  whom  they  first  robbed  of  two 
hundred  dollars;  then  shot  He  revived  the  next 
morning,  and  will  probably  recover. 

The  most  revolting  act  in  the  bloody  drama 
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was  the  ordering  ashore  of  twenty  negroes,  draw- 
ing them  up  In  line,  one  man  holding  a  lantern  up 
by  the  side  of  their  faces,  while  the  murderers 
shot  them,  one  by  one,  through  the  head.  This 
inhuman  butchery  was  within  three  yards  of  the 
boat  One  negro  alone  of  all  that  were  shot  is 
aliye. 

Christ  Habacher,  who  lives  near  Hamilton's 
Mill,  in  this  city,  was  aboard,  but  managed  to 
hide  his  money,  and  got  off  soot  free.  Charley, 
formerly  bar-keeper  for  Christian  Wagner,  in 
Jefferson  City,  was  robbed  of  every  dollar  he 
had,  some  four  hundred  and  fifty  doUars.  Geo. 
Schriver,  of  this  dty,  was  led  out  to  be  shot,  and 
a  watchman  on  the  boat  halloed,  '*  Hold  on  there ; 
he  is  one  of  my  deck-hands,"  and  they  led  him 
back,  taking  seventy-two  dollars  from  him,  being 
all  he  had  except  twenty  dollars,  which  he  had 
secreted  on  the  boat 

George  Morenstecker,  a  grocer,  on  the  comer 
of  Tenth  street  and  Frederick  avenue,  in  this 
city,  and  a  Captain  in  the  Thirty-third  Missouri, 
was  robbed  of  one  thousand  and  sixty  dollars  an<]^ 
his  gold  watch. 

The  affair  ended  by  the  gang  going  aboard  the 
boat,  and  compelling  the  passengers  to  throw 
overboard  filly  wagon-beds,  one  hundred  sacks 
of  fiour,  and  a  large  amount  of  other  stores,  in- 
cluding sugar,  coffee,  etc  Wearing  apparel  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  was  indiscriminately  plun- 
dered. 

There  were  about  eighty  contrabands  aboard, 
sent  on  their  way  to  Kansas  by  General  Curtis. 
Sixty  jumped  on  and  ran  away,  and  are  now 
under  Colonel  Penick,  whose  men  are  scouring 
the  country  for  these  murderers.  When  the 
guerrillas  drew  their  revolvers  on  the  nes;roes  as 
they  stood  in  line,  the  women  on  the  boat 
screamed  and  cried,  and  begged  them  not  to  kill 
them ;  but  the  work  of  death  went  on. 


Doc.  162. 
CAPTAIN   OSBAND'S    EXPEDITION. 

OFFICIAL   REPORT. 

ToraQ*a  Poorr,  March  80, 1868. 

Lieutenant- Colonel  Rawlins : 

Sir:  In  pursuance  of  Special  Order  No.  66, 
with  the  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  volunteers,  part  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  First  Illinois,  and  part 
of  company  A,  Fourth  Illinois  cavalry,  on  the 
thirteenth  March,  with  the  steamers  Chancel- 
lor and  Fanny  Bullitt,  all  proceeded  to  Deer 
Creek  Landing,  in  American  Bend.  I  found 
liie  cotton,  and  held  it,  on  the  fourteenth.  On 
tiie  fifteenth  March,  Colonel  Fexguson^s  cavalry 
attempted  to  burn  the  cotton,  appearing  with 
about  sixty  men.  On  the  sixteenth.  Colonel 
Malmborg,  of  the  Fifty-fifth  Illinois  volunteers, 
concluded  he  could  not  hold  the  position.  On 
this  account,  I  proceeded  with  the  steamer  Chan- 
cellor, to  Lake  Providence,  and  obtained  the 
Eleventh  Illinois  volunteers  and  the  Fourteenth 
Wisconsin  volunteers,  under  General  Ransom^ 
We  arrived  on  the  seventeenth  at  eight  jl,u. 


General  Ransom  attempted  to  find  the  enemy, 
but  they  were  not  discoverable.  On  the  nine- 
teenth instant,  I  proceeded  with  the  Fanny  Bul- 
litt for  more  teams.  I  obtained  at  Lake  Prori- 
donee,  from  the  Seventeenth  army  coq>s,  twelve 
teams,  and  the  steamer  Von  Phul,  from  the 
Thirteenth  army  corps,  fifty-one  teams  and  the 
Empress,  and  arrived  with  all  at  American  Bend 
on  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  transported  from  Milliken^s  Bend  to 
Eagle  Bend  thirty  thousand  rations,  for  General 
Stuart^s  command. 

On  the  twentieth,  at  eight  p.m.,  the  Von  Phul 
left,  with  one  hundred  and  seventy-one  bales  of 
cotton,  three  hundred  and  fifty  head  <^  beef  ot- 
tle,  and  one  hundred  mules,  and  proceeded  to 
Lake  Providence  and  discharged  her  fi«i^t  there, 
returning  on  the  twenty-second  at  eight  a.m.,  and 
again  left  on  the  twenty-fifth,  with  two  hundred 
and  eighty-six  head  of  cattle,  landing  them  half 
at  Milliken's  Bend  and  half  at  Young's  Point 
On  the  twenty-seventh,  the  David  Tatum  ar- 
rived, and  on  the  twenty-eighth,  the  expedition 
left,  arriving  here  and  disembarking  the  troops^ 
without  accident  or  trouble,  on  the  Uiirtieth. 

The  David  Tatum,  beit^  nearly  wrecked  bj 
the  storm,  only  obtained  seventy-five  cattle, 
which  were  delivered  to  General  Logan's  division 
on  the  thirtieth. 

The  summary  of  the  trip  of  aixteen  days  is  as 
follows : 

Two  thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  bales 
of  cotton— 2209  to  Captain  Reno ;  171  to  Captain 
Kluick. 

Seven  hundred  and  five  beef  cattle — 350  to  Chi^ 
Commandant  of  the  Seventeenth  army  corps; 
140  to  Captain  Baker,  Thirteenth  army  corps; 
140  to  Captun  Strickle,  Fifteenth  army  corps; 
75  to  Commissary  of  General  Logan^s  division. 

One  hundred  mules — Captain  Kluick,  Seren- 
teenth  army  corps. 

I  have  to  thank  all  concerned  for  energy  and 
good  conduct 

The  cotton  obtained  was  principally  **  C.  S.  A.** 
cotton,  so  branded,  and  was  pledged  in  London 
for  confederate  bonds. 

During  our  stay  the  confederates  burned  aboat 
five  thousand  biues  in  our  vicinity.  There  still 
remain  two  thousand  bales  *^C.  S.  A"  oottoo, 
easy  of  approach,  and  at  a  good  landing,  anbom- 
ed.  If  you  should  desire  to  send  me  again.  I 
think  I  can  obtun  it,  as  well  as  all  the  beef  cattle 
you  may  need,  besides  mules  untold. 

Respectfully,  £.  D.  Osbaks, 


Doc.  163. 
BREAD  RIOTS  IN  RICHMOND,  VA 

NKW-TORK  **  HERALD"  ACOOUKT. 

HBASQCABnos  AwT  OT  T«s  Btnvuc,  \ 

April  11,  IBOl       ) 

A  BBFUOXE  from  Richmond,  who  left  that  otr 
on  Tuesday,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
riot  of  the  second  instant  Considerable  excite- 
ment had  prevailed  for  some  time  In  conseqoeooe 
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of  the  exorbitant  prices,  and  rumors  of  a  popu- 
lar movement  had  been  in  circulation  for  several 
dajs.    Females  had  begged  in  the  streets  and  at 
the  stores  until  begging  did  no  good,  and  many 
had  been  driven  to  robbery  to  sustain  life.     On 
the  morning  of  the  second  instant,  a  large  meet- 
ing, composed  principally  of  the  wives  and  daugh- 
ters of  the  working  classes,  was  held  in  the  Afri- 
can church,  and  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  Governor  to  request  that  articles  of  food 
should  be  sold  at  government  rates.     After  the 
passage  of  sundry  resolutions  the  meeting  ad- 
journed, and  the  committee  proceeded  to  wait 
upon  Governor  Letcher.     That  functionary  de- 
clined to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter,  and  upon 
urging  the  case  the  ladies  were  peremptorily  or- 
dered to  withdraw.     The  result  of  the  interview 
was  soon  made  public,  when  a  body  of  females, 
numbering  about  three  hundred,  collected  together 
and  commenced  helping  themselves  to  bread,  flour, 
meat,  articles  of  clothing,  etc.  The  entire  city  was 
at  once  thrown  into  consternation.     Stores  were 
closed,  the  windows  barred,  doors  bolted,  and 
every  precaution  taken  against  forcible  entries  ; 
bat  hatchets  and  axes  in  the  hands  of  women 
rendered  desperate  by  hunger  made  quick  work, 
and  building  after  building  was  rapidly  broken 
open.    The  destruction    commenced  on  Carey 
street,  above  Fifteenth  street,  and  was  becoming 
general  in  that  section  of  the  city,  when  the  City 
Guard,  vrith  fixed  bayonets,  arrived  at  the  scene 
of  operations.     A  few  individuals  attempted  to. 
resist  the  women,  but  without  success.     One  man 
who  struck  a  femiale  was  woimded  in  the  shoulder 
by  a  shot  from  a  revolver,  and  the  threatening 
attitude  of  those  armed  with  hatchets,  etc.,  inti- 
midated others  from  attempting  force.   The  Mayor 
soon  appeared,  and,  mounting  a  stool  on  the  side- 
walk, proceeded  to  read  the  riot  act    During 
the  reading  of  that  document  a  portion  of  the 
crovrd  suspended  operations,  but  no  sooner  had 
the  Mayor  concluded  than  the  seizure  of  provi- 
sions commenced  again  more  vigorously  than  be- 
fore;   At  this  juncture  an  attempt  was  made  to 
urest  the  more  violent ;  but  the  party  immedi- 
ately scattered,  and,  entering  Main  street,  resumed 
operations. 

Governor  Letcher  then  appeared,  and,  mount- 
ing a  vehicle  in  the  centre  of  the  street,  addressed 
the  throng,  characterizing  the  demonstration  as 
a  disgrace  and  a  stigma  upon  the  city,  and  an- 
nouncing that  but  five  minutes  would  be  given 
them  in  which  to  disperse.  If  in  that  time  the 
order  was  not  complied  with,  the  troops  would 
be  called  upon  to  act  Again  the  crowd  broke 
up,  and  in  a  few  moments  burst  into  the  stores 
on  Franklin  street  But  little  damage  was  done 
here,  however,  and  the  riot  finally  subsided,  but 
not  until  after  the  arrest  of  about  forty  of  the 
women,  and  the  promise  of  the  Governor  to  re- 
lieve the  wants  of  the  destitute.  A  large  amount 
of  bread  and  bacon  was  carried  off,  and  all  en- 
gaged in  the  riot  succeeded  in  getting  a  good 
supply  of  provisions.  Steps  have  been  taken  to 
provide  for  the  immediate  wants  of  some  of  the 
families ;  but  great  suffering  still  prevails  and  is 


daily  increasing.  Another  uprising  is  feared,  and 
precautionary  measures  for  its  suppression  have 
been  instituted;  but  great  uneasiness  is  felt 
throughout  the  city,  and  merchants  are  adding  to 
the  strength  of  doors  and  shutters  in  every  possi- 
ble manner.  The  effect  of  this  riot  upon  the 
troops  about  Richmond  was  very  demoralizing. 
The  authorities  are  much  exercised  over  it,  and 
the  greatest  vigilance  is  enjoined  upon  the  police 
force.  The  leading  men  of  the  city  attempted  to 
circulate  the  report  that  the  women  were  **  Irish 
and  Yankee  hags,'*  endeavoring  to  mislead  the 
public  concerning  the  amount  of  loyal  sentiment 
in  the  city,  but  miserably  failed.  The  fact  of 
their  destitution  and  respectability  was  too  palpa- 
ble, and  the  authorities  are  forced  to  admit  the 
conclusion  that  starvation  alone  incited  the  move- 
ment 

Troops  are  being  hurried  up  from  Riclmiond  to 
Fredericksburgh.  There  is  still  a  large  force  in 
the  vicinity  of  Richmond ;  but  these,  it  is  believed, 
are  about  to  leave  for  the  Rappahannock.  For- 
tifications are  being  thrown  up  on  the  Rapidan 
River,  and  the  force  in  that  section  is  being  aug- 
mented. No  work  is  going  on  upon  the  defences 
about  Richmond.  Two  gunboats  (iron-clads)  are 
afloat  in  James  River.  The  Virginia  has  been 
trying  to  get  below  the  obstructions,  and  now 
lies  near  Drury's  Bluff  The  third  is  unfinished, 
but  is  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The  iron 
works  are  worked  to  their  utmost  in  the  manu- 
facture of  munitions  of  war ;  but  the  iron  is  of 
miserable  quality,  and  many  of  their  projectiles 
contain  pieces  of  stone. 

The  railroads  have  almost  entirely  given  out, 
and  no  material  is  to  be  had  for  their  repair. 
Great  despondency  prevails,  and  the  events  of 
the  next  three  months  are  awaited  with  most 
absorbing  anxiety. 

REBEL   NEWSPAPER  ACCOUNT. 

Happily  these  daylight  burglaries  are  under- 
going judicial  investigation.  A  great  part  of  the 
stolen  goods  has  been  reclaimed.  The  ringleaders 
are  being  arrested ;  they  will  be  tried  and  pun- 
ished. A  full  account  of  the  affair,  from  its  ob- 
scure origin  to  its  disgraceful  culmination,  will  be 
made  public,  and  the  exaggerations  that  have 
gone  to  the  country  will  be  counteracted. 

That  there  was  any  just  ground  for  the  shame- 
ful disturbance  of  Thursday  no  one  believes.  The 
more  it  is  looked  into,  the  more  causeless  it  ap- 
pears. Doubtless  there  is  much  suffering  in  the 
city.  But  the  fund  voted  the  poor  was  by  no 
means  exhausted ;  the  churches  were  willing  and 
abundantly  able  to  relieve  distress;  private 
benevolence  had  not  once  been  appealed  to.  No 
petition,  no  remonstrance  had  been  made ;  vet, 
on  a  sudden,  a  hundred  or  a  hundred  and  fifty 
well-dressed,  plump-cheeked  women,  led  by  a 
virago  who  is  known  to  have  made  a  fortune  by 
market-gardening,  and  cheered  by  a  rabble  of 
gamblers  and  ruffians,  who  are  protected  here  by 
the  special  toleration  of  the  confederate,  State 
and  municipal  governments  that  misrule  this  un- 
happy city — all  of  a  sudden  this  throng  of  courte- 


524 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-68. 


sans  and  thieves  assembles  in  the  Capitol  square, 
organizes,  and  proceeds  to  break  open  stores — 
to  get  what,  forsooth  ?  Not  meat  and  bread, 
but  boots,  shoes,  silk  dresses,  tobacco,  jewelry, 
brooms  and  the  like.  These  the  Mayor  in  his 
inyestigation  last  Friday,  suggests  pertinently, 
are  not  articles  of  food.  But  there  is  a  proof  more 
convincing  than  any  yet  given  of  the  absurdity 
and  &lsehood  of  the  plea,  that  this  row  was  oc- 
casioned by  suffering  for  food  or  clothing,  and 
that  is  the  hct,  sul»tantiated  by  every  house- 
keeper in  the  city,  that  notwithstanding  high 
prices  and  scarcity  of  provisions,  there  have  been 
fewer  applications  for  charity  than  in  any  previ- 
ous winter  for  many  years.  The  entire  absence 
of  beggars  at  a  time  like  this,  and  in  a  city  so 
crowded  by  idlers  as  Richmond,  is  very  notable. 
The  writer  of  this  article  can  testify,  that  during 
the  whole  winter  he  has  encountered  but  two 
beggars,  one  of  whom,  an  obvious  impostor,  want- 
ed to  fight  because  her  veracity  was  doubted, 
while  the  other  set  upon  him  with  the  stunnine 
petition  for  **a  quarter  to  buy  a  catedusmT* 
The  truth  is,  this  petticoated  foray  was  political 
in  its  origin ;  as  the  simultaneous  disturbances 
in  other  cities  indicate,  and  as  the  evidences  be- 
fore the  Mayor  will  yet  prove. 

If  there  be  a  soul  of  good  in  things  evil,  this 
ridiculous  affair  may  be  turned  to  account.  It 
ought  to  put  a  stop  to  hoarding,  to  suppress 
speculation,  to  induce  producers  to  bring  in 
supplies,  to  make  the  government  facilitate  trans- 
portation, and  to  clean  out  the  gamblers,  loafers, 
and  ruffians,  stock,  lock,  and  barrel  Let  Con- 
gress at  once  pass  a  law  requiring  every  man  to 
show  that  he  is  engi^ed  in  some  honest,  useful 
calling  or  else  so  into  the  army  forthwith.  In 
this  way  the  five  and  twenty  gambling-houses 
that  feed  every  day  nearly  as  many  thousand 
idlers,  and  thereby  run  up  &e  price  of  provisions, 
will  be  swept  away.  And  let  our  high  officials 
display  a  little  courage  and  a  little  reason.  The 
people  are  not  afraid  of  unpleasant  truths ;  why 
should  they  be  ?  Let  them  not  attempt  impossi- 
bilities. But  the  reports  in  the  papers  will  go 
to  the  country  and  encourage  other  riots.  Better 
a  correct  account  in  print  than  a  thousand  exag- 
gerations from  as  many  tongues  and  private  let- 
ters. If  the  riots  occur,  put  them  down ;  it  is 
easily  enough  done.  But  the  Yankees  will  get 
hold  of  it  Certainly.  What  if  they  do?  Let 
them  make  the  most  of  it ;  they  are  going  to  do 
their  worst,  any  way.  Better  a  thousand  fold 
that  the  Yankees  should  ply  their  lying  arts  with 
all  the  aid  the  disaffected  here  can  give  them, 
thaft  that  the  people  should  see  that  the  govern- 
ment of  Jefferson  Davis  is  timorous  about  any 
thing  on  earth.  The  people  are  manly;  so  should 
their  government  be,  and  put  a  bold,  csalm  face 
on  every  thing.  If  any  thixig  could  be  "kept 
back,"  the  fate  of  Ananias  should  warn  us  of  the 
folly  of  attempting  it  Have  we  gotten  so  deep 
in  the  mire  of  a  sneaking,  evasive,  alternately 
truckling  and  bullying  policy,  as  not  to  be  able 
to  turn  round  and  ^e  Yankees  and  females 
combined  ?  Or  shall  it  go  to  the  country  tliat  the 


confederate  government  is  scared  out  of  its  wits 
because  a  parcel  of  women  brokfe  open  a  store 
and  stole  a  pair  of  shoes  ? 

-'Riehmgmd  IFMg,  April  i 


Doc.  164. 
GOVERNOR  VANCETS  APPEAL 

TO  THE  PLANTERS  OF  KOBTH-CAROLINA. 

Thb  peculiar  caUmities  which  (rften  befali  s 
nation  struggling  for  its  enstenoe  are  about  (o 
come  upon  us  in  the  shape  of  a  scarcity  of  pro- 
visions and  a  threatened  ilunine.  While  it  is  sUIl 
believed  there  is  enough  in  the  countiy,  if  ftirir 
distributed,  it  is  certain  there  is  none  to  spue, 
and  there  is  danger  that  insufficient  prepantioDS 
will  be  made  for  the  ensuing  season,  and  thtt  s 
considerable  proportion  of  the  labor  of  the  coon- 
try  will  be  devoted  to  the  production  of  crops 
o&er  than  breadstuffs. 

The  Legislature  having  adjoiuned  without  tak- 
ing action  to  prevent  th^  much  dreaded  state  of 
things,  and  it  not  being  deemed  expedient  to  oil) 
it  together  again  so  eaiiy  after  its  »^ounimeDt  I 
have  deemed  it  my  du^  to  address  you  in  this 
extraordinary  manner,  praying  you  of  your  own 
will  to  avert  it  And  I  am  confident  thai  tbt 
large-hearted  patriotism — ^the  wonderful  generos- 
ity whidi  last  year  filled  to  overflowing  the  store- 
houses of  our  quartermasters,  in  response  to  my 
call  in  behalf  of  our  naked  soldiers,  has  not  yet 
deserted  the  fanners  of  North-Carolina. 

By  universal  consent  there  is  allowed  to  be  bot 
one  danger  to  our  speedy  and  triumphant  success^ 
and  that  is  the  faUure  of  our  provisions.  Our 
victorious  soldiers  now  constitute  the  best  anny 
in  the  world.  Arms  and  munitions  are  abun- 
dant Time  and  experience  have  given  us  ad- 
mirable leaders,  and  VTery  thing  is  prosperous 
and  hopeful  except  in  the  fidds  and  work-shops. 
Every  thing  depends  now  upon  the  industry  and 
patriotism  of  the  farmer.  Now  that  so  many 
brawny  arms  which  were  wont  to  hold  the  ploo^ 
have  gone  into  the  ranks,  unless  those  still  at 
home  strain  every  nerve  to  produce  bread,  our 
cause  may  be  ruined. 

Without  bread  the  soldi^  has  neither  strong 
nor  courage.  Without  bread,  the  cries  of  bi» 
little  ones  at  home  will  reach  his  ears  in  the  dis* 
tant  camps  and  cast  a  sickening  chill  to  his  bean. 
No  bravery,  no  skill,  nor  device,  nor  human  wia- 
dom  can  cope  with  that  dreaded  «aemy — Famine. 
While  our  brave  defenders  are  fiunng  death  upon 
the  field,  we  at  home  must  sustain  and  feed  them, 
or  in  vain  will  their  blood  be  spilled.  Our  duti^ 
though  less  glorious  and  pretendii^,  are  equaSy 
as  important  and  well  defined. 

Though  not  battling  with  the  living  and  em- 
bodied enemies  of  our  country,  we  are  yet  in  her 
service,  and  struggling  with  a  fiur  more  dangcfVHi^ 
and  insidious  destroyer.  And  as  the  soldier  vb" 
shirks  the  conflict  and  deserts  his  comrades  iu 
the  hour  of  battle,  is  a  coward  or  a  traitor,  i» 
equally  is  he  who  withholds  his  hands  from  th« 
plough,or  guides  it  to  the  production  of  those  crop^ 
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which  produce  money  and  not  bread,  though  he 
may  not  so  intend  it 

The  humblest  mother  in  all  the  land,  who, 
amid  the  harrowing  cries  of  a  helpless  family, 
can  find  time  to  plant  a  few  potatoes  near  her 
cabin  door;  the  poorest  little  boy  whose  infiint 
and  unskilled  hands  may  plant  a  few  hills  of  com 
or  gather  the  sheaves  of  harrest,  will  each  do  a 
more  acceptable  service  in  the  sight  of  God  and 
his  countrym^  and  is  worthy  of  more  honor 
than  he  who  raises  one  thousand  bales  of  cotton 
or  one  hundred  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  and  osten- 
tatiously devotes  a  small  portion  to  some  "Aid 
Society." 

The  bright  sunshine  again  warms  and  dries  the 
earth.  We  must  use  it  to  our  salv&tion,  or  neg- 
lect it  to  our  destruction.  Plant,  sow,  dig  and 
plou^ ;  eom,  oats,  potatoes — any  thing  and  every 
thing  which  will  support  life.  Let  every  body 
take  to  the  fields,  where  the  plough,  not  the  mad- 
dening wheels  of  artillery,  furrow  the  generous 
soil.  These  will  prove  the  real  fields  of  victory 
and  independence.  Hundreds  of  able-bodied 
young  men  in  our  towns  and  villages — non-pro- 
duoers — who,  having  procured  substitutes  or  ex- 
emptions,  now  idle  &eur  time  about  empty  stores 
or  other  improfitable  places,  should  be  growing 
something,  and  adding  to  instead  of  diminishmg 
the  general  fund. 

Let  none  be  idle.  And  above  all,  my  coimtry- 
men,  let  none  plant  cotton  or  tobacco.  Though 
the  prices  are  high,  and  the  temptation  great, 
jour  profits  would  be  made  from  the  blood  of 
brave  men  and  the  suffering  of  helpless  women 
and  children.  Your  children  and  your  childrens' 
children  would  reap  an  abundant  and  enduring 
harvest  of  scorn,  and  the  remembrance  of  the 
manner  in  which  your  wealth  was  gained  would 
born  into  your  conscience  to  the  hour  of  death. 
While  I  thus  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  the 
preparations  for  another  year,  it  is  also  my  duty 
to  speak  of  the  present  Ninety  days  will  bring 
us  to  harvest,  and  I  am  confident  we  can  reach 
it  without  actual  suffering,  if  all  parties  will  do 
as  duty  and  Christianity  prompt  Let  all  who 
have  to  spare  divide  liberally  with  those  who 
hare  not  Sell  to  the  county  and  State  agents 
when  your  neighbors  are  supplied,and  do  not  wait 
for  it  to  be  impressed. 

Impressed  it  certainly  will  be  before  our  armies 
fihaU  be  disorganized  by  the  suffering  of  their 
&milies  for  the  want  of  that  which  you  can 
spare,  and  for  which  a  fiiir  price  will  be  offered 
you.  Allowance  your  work-hands  and  your  ne- 
groes. They  are  no  better  than  soldiers,  who 
live  on  half  their  daily  portion.  Put  your  stock 
in  the  woods  and  upon  grass  the  moment  they 
can  live  upon  it,  and  conscientiously  devote  the 
saving  to  your  neighbor's  children  whose  father 
or  brother  is  fighting  your  battles. 

Let  the  magistrates  see  that  distillation  is  ar- 
rested, by  issuing  promptly  process  against  every 
man  who  dares  to  waste  the  precious  grains  of 
Kfe  in  defiance  of  law.  Avoid,  above  all  things, 
niob  violence.  Broken  laws  will  give  you  no 
bread,  but  much  sorrow;    and  when  forcible  J 


seizures  have  to  be  made  to  arrest  starvation,  let 
it  be  done  by  county  or  State  agents.  Should 
Providence  &vor  our  growing  crops,  a  plenteous 
harvest  ^rill,  I  trust  and  believe,  greet  oiur  gallant 
soldiers  again  victorious  through  another  cam- 
paign, and  bring  us  to  the  blessed  day  of  peace 
and  independence. 

In  order  that  the  most  effectual  means  in  our 
power  may  be  speedily  and  systematically  adopted 
both  for  the  husbanding  and  distribution  of  our 
present  supplies,  and  for  securing  a  huge  provi- 
sion crop  for  the  next  year,  I  earnestly  recommend 
that  meetings  of  the' farmers  and  plimters  of  each 
county  and  neighborhood  of  the  State  be  held 
immediately  to  express  their  condemnation  of 
cotton  and  tobacco  planting,  and  to  devise  means 
of  mutual  aid  and  assistance  in  tiie  trials  of  the 
coming  season.  Much  good  ^n  be  done  in  this 
way,  and  a  wnolesome  public  opinion  set  forth, 
more  powerful,  perhaps,  to  steer  us  past  our  im- 
pending dangers  than  the  fines  and  penalties  of  a 
statute. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  Yamcx. 

Bauxgh,  April  2,  1808. 

Doc.  165. 
FIGHT  NEAR  PASCAGOULA,  MISS. 

COLONEL  DANIELS^  BEPORT. 
BaADQVABTKis,  SHIP  IsLAjm,  MoBL,  April  11, 1868. 

Brigadier- General  Sherman^  Commanding  De- 

feneee  of  New-  Orleam  : 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  instructions  from 
your  headquarters  to  keep  you  promptly  informed 
of  any  movements  that  the  enemy  might  be 
known  to  be  making  up  the  Mississippi  Sound, 
upon  learning  that  repeated  demonstrations  had 
been  made  in  the  direction  of  Pascagoula,  by  con- 
federate troops  ashore,  and  in  arm^  boats  along 
the  coast ;  and,  furthermore,  having  reliable  in- 
formation that  the  greater  part  of  the  forces  at 
Mobile  were  being  sent  to  reenforce  Charleston, 
I  determined  to  make  a  reconnoissance  within 
the  enemy^s  lines,  at  or  near  Pascagoula,  for  the 
purpose  of  not  only  breaking  up  their  demon- 
strations, but  of  creating  a  diversion  of  the  Mo- 
bile forces  from  Charleston,  and  precipitating 
them  along  the  Sound ;  and,  accordingly,  em- 
barked with  a  detachment  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  men  of  my  cooomand  on  United  States 
transport  General  Banks,  on  the  morning  of  ninth 
April,  1803,  and  made  for  Pascagoula,  Miss., 
where  we  arrived  about  nine  o^clock  a.m. — landed 
and  took  possession  of  wharf  and  hotel — ^hoistcd 
the  Stars  and  Stripes  upon  the  building — ^threw 
out  pickets,  and  sent  small  detachments  in  vari- 
ous directions  to  take  possession  of  the  place,  and 
hold  the  roads  leading  firom  the  same.  Immedi- 
ately thereafter,  a  force  of  over  three  hundred 
confederate  cavalry  came  down  the  Mobile  road, 
drove  in  the  pickets,  and  attacked  the  squad  on 
the  left,  from  whom  they  received  a  warm  recep. 
tion.  They  then  fell  back  in  some  confusion,  re^ 
formed,  and  made  a  dash  upon  the  detachment 
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stationed  at  the  hotel,  at  which  point  they  were 
again  repulsed ;  confederate  infantry,  meanwhile, 
attacking  my  forces  on  the  extreme  left,  and  forc- 
ing a  small  detachment  to  occupy  a  wharf^  from 
which  they  poured  yolley  after  volley  into  the 
enemy's  ranks,  killing  and  wounding  many,  with 
a  loss  of  one  man  only.  The  fight  had  now  ex- 
tended along  the  road  from  the  river  to  the  whar^ 
the  enemy  heing  under  cover  of  the  houses  and 
forest,  whilst  my  troops  were,  from  the  nature  of 
the  ground,  unavoidably  exposed.  The  confede- 
rates had  placed  their  women  and  children  in 
front  of  their  houses,  for  a  cover,  and  even  armed 
their  citizens,  and  forced  them  to  fight  against 
us.  After  an  hour's  continuous  skirmishing,  the 
enemy  retreated  to  the  woods,  and  my  forces  fell 
back  to  the  hotel  and  wharf  Then  the  enemy 
sallied  forth  again,  with  appar^tly  increased 
numbers,  attempting  to  surround  the  hotel,  and 
obtain  possession  of  the  wharf;  but  they  were 
again  repulsed,  and  driven  back  to  their  cover — 
the  forest  It  was  here  that  Lieut  Jones,  with 
a  detachment  of  only  seven  men,  having  been 
placed  on  the  extreme  right,  cut  his  way  through 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  arrived 
at  the  hotel  without  losing  a  man,  but  killing  and 
wounding  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy. 

After  continuous  fighting  from  ten  o'clock  a.il, 
to  two  o'clock  P.M.,  and  on  learning  that  heavy 
reenforcements  of  infantry  and  artillery  had  ar- 
rived from  the  camps  up  the  Pascagoula  River,  I 
withdrew  my  forces  from  the  hotel,  and  returned 
to  Ship  Isiand.  The  enemy's  loss  was  over 
twenty  killed,  and  a  large  number  wounded. 
From  my  own  knowledge,  and  from  information 
derived  from  prisoners  taken  in  the  fight,  and 
from  refugees  since  arrived,  the  enemy  had  over 
four  hundred  cavalry  and  infantry  at  Pascagoula, 
and  heavy  reenforcements  within  six  miles  of  the 
place.  Refugees,  who  have  arrived  since  the  en- 
gagement, report  the  enemy's  loss  as  greater  than 
mentioned  in  my  first  report 

The  expedition  was  a  perfect  success,  accom- 
plishing all  that  was  intended ;  resulting  in  the 
repulse  of  the  enemy  in  every  engagement  with 
great  loss,  whilst  our  casualty  was  only  two  killed 
and  eight  wounded.  Great  credit  is  due  to  the 
troops  engaged,  for  their  unfiinchii^  bravery  and 
steadiness  under  this  their  first  fire — exchangii^ 
volley  after  volley  with  the  coolness  of  veterans ; 
and  for  their  determined  tenadty  in  maintuning 
their  position,  and  taking  advantage  of  every  suc- 
cess that  their  courage  and  valor  gave  Uiem; 
and  also  to  their  officers,  who  were  cool  and  de- 
termined .throughout  the  action — fighting  'their 
commands  against  five  times  their  numbers,  and 
confident  throughout  of  success — all  demonstrat- 
ing, to  its  fullest  extent,  that  the  oppression 
which  they  have  heretofore  undergone,  from  the 
hands  of  their  foes,  and  the  obloquy  that  had 
been  showered  upon  them  by  those  who  should 
have  been  friends,  had  not  extinguished  their 
manhood,  or  suppressed  their  braveiy,  and  that 
they  had  still  a  hand  to  wield  the  sword,  and  a 
heiut  to  vitalize  its  blow. 

I  would  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the 


department  to  Major  F.  £.  Dumas,  Capt  Til]^ 
verd,  and  Lieuts.  Jones  and  Martin,  who  wen 
constantly  in  the  thickest  of  the  fi^t,  and  b? 
their  unflinching  bravery,  and  admirable  hand- 
ling of  their  commands,  contributed  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  attack,  and  reflected  great  honor  upon 
the  flag  under  and  for  which  they  so  noblv  strag- 
gled. Repeated  instances  of  individual  mvenr 
among  the  troops  might  be  mentioned,  but  ft 
would  be  invidious  where  all  fought  so  maufuDy 
and  so  well. 

I  would  also  mention  the  names  of^  and  think, 
in  behalf  of  the  regiment,  Dr.  G^so  Piemiod, 
Surgeon  of  the  United  States  store-ship  Relief— 
Dr.  Skinner,  Surgeon  of  the  United  States  sloop 
of  war  Vincennes — ^who  so  kindly  volunteered 
their  services  in  behalf  of  the  wounded,  and  so 
assiduously  attended  to  their  every  want;  and 
also  Quartermaster  Sauvinet,  who,  by  his  valu- 
able services,  aided  materially  Uie  emharkatioo 
and  disembarkation  of  the  forces. 

This  expedition  has  completely  changed  the 
plans  of  the  rebel  leaders  at  Mobile,  by  creatiqg 
a  diversion  from  Charleston ;  heavy  reinforce- 
ments having  already  been  sent  to  Paso^jouh 
and  other  points  along  the  Mississippi  Sound. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  most  respectfollj,  jonr 
obedient  servant,  N.  U.  DjlKikls, 

Oolonel  Second  RecliiieDt  i^nwUf^t^ 

N.  0.  volunteert,  Oomimndlng  TjA. 


Doa  166. 
HGHT  AT  BLOUNrS  MILLS,  N,  C. 

A  NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

NiwBBaa,  N.  C,  April  U«  im 

OuB  expedition  left  Fort  Anderson,  on  the 
Nense  River,  opposite  Newbem,  at  three  p.m.  on 
Wednesday,  eighth  instant,  for  the  purpose  ui 
relieving  Washington,  by  an  overland  route.  We 
marched  that  ailemoon  as  far  as  New-Hope 
school-house,  on  the  road  toward  Swift  Crec^ 
where  a  part  of  the  command,  through  a  mistake 
of  orders,  encamped  for  the  night,  while  the  ad- 
vance pushed  on  to  Little  Swift  Creek,  four  miles 
beyond.  From  this  point  our  cavalry  went  to 
within  a  mile  of  Great  Swift  Creek,  where  ther 
ascertained  that  the  rebels  had  destrojred  tbe 
bridge  and  barricaded  the  roads  so  it  would  be 
impossible  to  proceed.  They  also  learned  that 
the  enemy  were  encamped  there^  about  fifteen 
thousand  strong,  with  batteries  arranged  to  coo- 
mand  the  roads  approaching  in  every  directioa 

Finding  it  impossible  to  proceed  by  Uris  roote, 
we  next  attempted  to  gain  the  other  side  of  the 
swamp  by  the  route  of  Blounf  s  Mill  But  here 
again  we  were  doomed  to  disappointment  We 
iSa  New-Hope  Comers  about  nine  o*ck>ck  on 
Thursday  morning,  and  came  upon  the  rebels  at 
Blount's  Bridge,  where  we  had  a  brisk  fight  for 
over  an  hour,  losing  about  a  doxen  men  wound- 
ed. The  rebels  had  here  also  a  superior  force  of 
infantry  and  artillery,  had  cut  away  the  bridge 
over  the  creek,  and  had  erected  breasfcvorks  on 
the  <^p08ite  side  which  commanded  every  ap* 
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proftch.  We  could  only  tell  of  the  whereabouts 
of  the  enemy  by  the  flashes  of  their  guns  and 
the  smoke,  (as  they  were  masked  J  while  they 
had  their  artillery  trained  so  as  to  sweep  the 
roads  completely. 

At  two  o'docK  news  came  back  to  the  General 
that  our  cavalry  had  come  upon  the  rebel  pickets 
about  a  mile  this  side  of  Ruffes  Mills.  Immedi- 
ately the  line  was  put  in  motion,  and  we  marched 
at  a  brisk  pace  to  a  point  near  an  old  church, 
where  we  ludted  while  Captain  Pond*8  company 
of  cavalry  and  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
volunteers  were  sent  forward  to  reconnoitre. 
They  had  not  been  gone  many  minutes  when  we 
heard  brisk  firing  in  the  direction  of  the  mill. 
Captain  Pond  having  come  upon  a  line  of  cav- 
ah*y,  dressed  in  the  common  blue  uniform  of  our 
soldiers,  whom  he  at  first  mistook  for  our  own 
men.  The  rebels  let  our  cavalry  come  up  to 
within  a  few  yards  of  them,  when  they  opened  a 
murderous  fire  and  fled.  Captain  Pond  imme- 
diately deployed  his  company  on  foot  as  skir- 
mishers, and  for  a  few  moments  the  fire  on  both 
sides  was  quite  spirited,  amounting  to  no  loss  to 
us,  except  one  man  slightly  wounded  and  one 
horse  kiUed.  The  rebels  retreated  across  the 
bare  string-pieces  of  Ae  bridge,  and  sought  safety 
behind  their  works. 

As  soon  as  the  rebels  had  crossed,  they  com- 
menced using  their  artillery,  and  our  boys  re- 
plied with  a  small  cavalry  howitzer.  The  two 
thirty-two  pound  howitzers  were  then  sent  for- 
ward, and  they  took  position  upon  the  brow  of  the 
hill,  just  above  the  bridge,  and  within  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  rebel  works.  The  column  of 
infancy  was  also  moved  down  into  the  woods, 
while  Belger's  battery  was  held  in  readiness  to 
join  in  ihe  action.  It  was  soon  found  that  the 
thirty-twos  had  not  su£Scient  ammunition  to  last 
them  through  a  long  action,  and  two  guns  of 
Captain  Belger^s  were  ordered  down  to  relieve 
them.  Captain  Belger  had  just  arrived  upon  the 
groond  with  his  pieces,  when  a  spherical  case- 
shot  landed  in  the  midst  of  his  men,  wounding 
the  Captain  and  killing  his  horse  instantly.  The 
battery  then  took  up  the  fight,  and  for  an  hour 
the  cannonading  on  both  sides  was  terrific  But 
we  labored  under  great  disadvantage,  as  the  thick 
woods  upon  both  sides  jprevented  our  gunners 
from  seeing  the  enemy  s  position,  while  they 
could  fijre  at  random  at  the  woods  on  our  side, 
and  be  tolerably  certain  of  doing  us  some  dam- 
age. 

Finding  the  contest  so  unequal,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  our  crossing  so  very  slim.  General  Spi- 
nola  ordered  his  command  to  fall  back  to  New- 
Hope.  The  artillery,  however,  as  a  parting  sa- 
late,  sent  a  few  shells  into  the  mill  and  lumber- 
piles,  and  when  we  left,  they  were  in  a  fine  blaze. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  casualties  on  our 
side : 

Captain  Bel^,  Ffarst  Rhode  Island  artillery, 
wounded  in  thigh  and  horse  killed. 

Lieutenant  S.  G.  Roberts,  Co.  G,  Seventeenth 
Masaachufletts,  severely  in  arm. 


Sergeant  G.  S.  Morse,  Co.  F,  Seventeenth  Mas- 
sachusetts, slightly. 

Corporal  S.  W.  Reed,  Co.  A,  Seventeenth  Mas- 
sachusetts, slightly. 

William  Heath,  Co.  F,  Third  New-York  artil- 
lery,  severely  in  arm. 

Patrick  Donovan,  Co.  G,  Seventeenth  Massa- 
chusetts, slightly. 

A.  W.  Barrett,  Co.  B,  Seventeenth  Massachu- 
setts, severely  in  shoulder. 

H.  Rivers,  Co.  E,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts, 
slightly. 

Thomas  Murray,  Co.  F,  Seventeenth  Massachu- 
setts, slightly. 

Joseph  Fishter,  Co.  F,  Thir4  New-York  artil- 
lery, severely  in  back. 

After  the  engagement,  our  forces  moved  back 
to  New-Hope,  where  we  camped  for  the  night, 
and  ye^rday  we  came  into  Newbem. 

^PhUadapkia  Inquirer. 


Doc  167. 
OPERATIONS  ON  BAYOU  TECHE,  LA. 

COLONEL  OOODING^S  REPORT. 

HsADQiTABTxm  Tbiko  Brioadi,  Tbikd  Ditdioh,  ) 
Opblodsab,  La.,  April  21,  1888.     ) 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accord- 
ance with  orders  from  General  Emory,  on  tiie 
twelfth  instant  my  brigade,  excepting  the  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New- York  volunteers, 
marched  with  our  army  from  Pattersonville  to- 
ward the  enemy's  works  on  Bayou  Teche,  some 
four  or  five  miles  distant,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-sixth  New- York  volunteers,  Lieut-Colonel 
Sharpe,  following  the  line  of  the  railroad. 

A  short  distance  from  Pattersonville,  pursuant 
to  orders  from  General  Emory,  I  sent  the  Fifty- 
third  Massachusetts  volunteers,  Colonel  Kimball, 
to  reenforce  Colonel  Ingraham's  brigade. 

A  short  time  subsequent  I  sent  the  Thirty- 
first  Massachusetts  volunteers,  Lieut -Colonel 
Hopkins,  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Bayou  Teche  to 
reenforce  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth 
New- York  volunteers.  Colonel  Bryan,  who  was 
skirmishing  with  the  enemy's  pickets  on  that 
bank  of  the  bayou. 

The  Fifty-thurd  Massachusetts  volunteers  and 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New- York  vol- 
unteers afterward  rejoined  the  brigade.  On  ar- 
riving in  front  of  the  enemy's  works  an  artillery 
duel  ensued.  Seeing  that  my  brigade  was  exposed 
to  the  shot  and  shells  of  the  enemy,  I  marched 
it  two  or  three  hundred  yards  to  the  rear,  and 
caused  the  men  to  lie  down.  In  the  mean  time 
the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New-York 
volunteers,  supported  by  the  Thirty-first  Massa- 
chusetts volunteers,  carried  on  a  brisk  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  on  the  left  bank  of  the  bayou, 
gallantly  driving  him  before  them. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth  I  was  ordered 
to  take  my  best  regiment  and  proceed  to  the  left 
bank  of  the  Bayou  Teche,  assume  command  of 
all  the  forces,  and  hold  at  all  hazards  the  pontoon- 
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bridge  which  had  been  thrown  across  the  bayou, 
which  I  did. 

I  had  been  there  but  a  short  time  when  I  re- 
ceived an  order  from  General  Emory  to  attack  a 
light  battery  of  the  enemy,  which  was  throwing 
grape  into  General  Paine's  brigade,  on  the  oppo- 
site shore  of  the  bayou,  and  which  was  supposed 
to  be  in  position  'outside  of  the  enemy's  works, 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  bayou,  just  aboye  a  sugar- 
house,  but  was  ordered  not  to  storm  the  enemy's 

works. 

I  made  my  dispositions  for  the  attack,  advanced 
my  skirmishers  beyond  the  sugar-house,  in  plain 
view  of  the  works,  and  discovered  that  there  was 
no  light  battery  outside  the  same. 

The  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  volunteers  com- 

?osed  my  line  of  skirmishers,  supported  by  the 
'hu^y-eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers,  Lieut - 
Colonel  Rodman.  ^ 

The  advance  of  my  skirmishers  was  hotly  con- 
tested by  the  enemy,  who  was  driven  before 
them.  A  skirmish  fight  on  the  right  of  my  line, 
in  and  near  the  woods,  was  kept  up  till  about  half- 
past  two  P.K. 

The  ammunition  of  the  Thirty-first  Massachu- 
setts being  expended,  it  was  relieved  by  the  Thir- 
ty-eighth. 

At  this  time  I  was  reenforced  by  the  Fifly-third 
Massachusetts  volunteers,  and  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-sixth  New-York  volunteers,  and  the 
remaining  two  sections  of  the  First  Maine  battery. 

In  accordance  with  orders  from  Generals  Banks 
and  Emory,  I  made  my  dispositions  and  imme- 
diately moved  on  the  enemy's  works.  My  dispo- 
sitions were  as  follows : 

Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers  in  ad- 
vance, deployed  as  skirmishers. 

Fifty-tiiird  Massachusetts  volunteers  about  one 
huntired  and  fifty  yards  in  rear  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth,  and  deployed  as  skirmishers. 

Two  sections  of  the  First  Maine  battery,  under 
command  of  Lieutenants  Haley  and  Morton,  on 
parallel  plantation  roads  leading  to  the  enemy's 
works,  and  immediately  in  rear  of  the  second  line 
of  skirmishers,  the  remaining  section  in  reserve. 

One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New-York  vol- 
unteers in  reserve  immediately  to  the  left  and 
rear  of  the  left  section  of  the  battery. 

Thirty-first  Massachusetts  volunteers  immedi- 
ately to  the  right  and  rear  of  the  right  section  of 
the  battery. 

One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New-York  vol- 
unteers in  the  woods  on  the  extreme  right,  hay- 
ing been  sent  to  turn  the  enemy's  left  flank. 

Detachments  of  cavalry  posted  in  reserve  some 
distance  in  rear  of  my  right. 

These  dispositions  being  made,  at  a  quarter-past 
three  p.m.,  I  ordered  an  advance  of  the  whole. 
My  advance  was  met  by  a  brisk  fire  from  the 
artillery  and  musketry  of  the  enemy,  who  was 
driven  into  his  works  about  five  p.m.  ;  the  ammu- 
nition of  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  having 
been  expended,  it  was  relieved  by  the  Fifty-third 
Massachusetts  volunteers. 

At  about  the  same  time,  having  learned  that 


the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New- York  toI- 
unteers  had  a  superior  force  to  contend  with  on 
the  right,  I  ordered  the  Thirty-first  Massachu- 
setts to  go  to  its  support  The  Thirty-first  having 
arrived  to  its  support,  a  short  time  afterward, 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New-York  vol- 
unteers, Lieut -Colonel  Sharpe,  supported  bj  the 
Thirty-first  Massachusetts,  under  command  of 
Lieut -Colonel  Hopkins,  charged  and  carried  a 
breastwork  of  the  enemy  in  uie  woods  in  front 
of  our  right,  killing  many  of  the  enemy  and  cap- 
turing eighty-six  prisoners,  among  whom  are  two 
lieutenants,  one  of  the  Seventh  Texas  cavalij, 
and  one  of  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana  in£antrv. 

The  fight  was  continued  in  fi*ont  by  the  Fifty- 
third  Massachusetts  volunteers  and  the  artillerj, 
and  by  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  and  One 
Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New- York  in  the  woods 
on  the  right,  until  darkness  put  a  close  to  it ;  the 
troops  having  advanced  to  within  two  hundred 
yards  of  the  enemy's  works,  which  line  they  held 
notwithstanding  repeated  efibrts  of  the  enemy  to 
drive  them  back.  This  line  was  held  during  the 
night 

In  my  judgment,  two  hours  more  of  daylight 
would  have  enabled  me  to  turn  the  enemy's  left 
flank  and  witnessed  the  ti^mphant  entry  of  my 
troops  into  his  works. 

At  half-past  five  a.m.,  of  the  fourteenth,  the 
Fifty-third  Massachusetts  volunteers,  commanded 
by  Colonel  Kimball,  entered  the  enemy's  work^ 
and  at  the  same  time  company  D,  of  the  Thirty- 
first  Massachusetts  volunteers,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Captain  W.  J.  Allen,  who  had  deployed 
his  company  as  skirmishers  in  the  woods,  entered 
the  fort  on  the  extreme  left  of  the  enemy*s  po.>:- 
tion,  it  havine  been  evacuatod  by  the  ea&ny 
during  the  night 

The  loss  in  my  brigade  during  the  entire  en- 
gagement was  fifteen  (15)  killed  and  fifty-seven 
(57)  wounded. 

Among  the  killed  were  the  gallant  Captain 
Gault,  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  volunteers, 
and  Lieutenants  Nutting  and  Frees  of  the  Fifty- 
third  Massachusetts  and  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
fourth  New- York  volunteers,  who  lost  thiar  lives 
while  nobly  battling  for  their  country. 

About  one  hundred  and  thirty  prisoners  were 
captured,  one  hundred  and  fifty  stands  of  arms, 
and  thirty  cavalry  horses,  with  all  their  equip- 
ments. 

Lieut -Colonel  Rodman,  Thirty-eighth  Massa- 
chusetts volunteers,  mentions  a  case  of  marked 
coolness  and  braveryyon  the  part  of  private  Pat- 
rick Smith  company,  D,  Thirty-eighth  Jiassa- 
chusetts  volunteers,  who,  coming  suddenly  upon 
three  rebels,  shot  one  of  them  and  compelled  the 
other  two  to  surrender,  bringing  them  both  in  a5 
prisoners. 

My  entire  conunand,  officers  and  men,  behaved 
with  marked  coolness  and  courage  throughout 
the  entire  engagement,  proving  themselves  tnie 
men  and  brave  soldiers. 

I  have  to  speak  in  the  highest  praise  of  all  the 
members  of  my  stafi|    who   were  neoessanly 
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mounted  and  undo:  fire  during  the  entire  engage- 
meDt 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  ser- 

TMlt,  0.    P.    GOODINO, 

Oolooel  Commanding  Third  Brigade,  Third  DlTlflion. 

To  F.  A.  FaENCH,  A.A.A.G.. 

Third  Dmston. 

NEW-70RK    '* HERALD"    NARRATIVE. 

Nbw-Oruahs,  April  19,  1868. 

The  boasted  spot  of  Southern  rural  grandeur — 
•Tbe  CountiT  of  the  Attakapas,"  "The  Garden 
of  Louisiana^^'  "The  Paradise  of  the  South"— 
is  ours. 

From  Berwick  City  to  Opelousas  the  victorious 
army  of  General  Banks  has  advanced.  Three 
battles,  three  gunboats  and  three  transports  the 
enemy  have  lost  in  three  days.  Twice  were  they 
defeated  by  the  main  army  of  General  Banks  }>e- 
hind  their  intrenchments  on  the  Beasland  plan- 
tation, between  Pattersonville  and  Centreville,  as 
the  straggling  fire  and  final  silence  of  their  guns 
in  the  face  of  our  batteries  on  Sunday  and  Mon- 
day fully  proved,  while  Grover  at  the  same  time 
was  reaching  theur  rear,  harassing,  engaging  and 
finally  driving  them  before  him  with  such  rapidity 
that  they  were  compelled  to  make  a  stand  on 
Monday  at  Irish  Bend,  where  a  sharp  and  de- 
cisive battle  was  fought,  in  which  the  rebels  were 
defeated  and  fled  into  the  woods. 

Three  gunboats — the  Diana,  Hart,  and  Queen 
of  the  West — are  no  more.  The  two  former  were 
^red  in  the  Teche  by  the  rebels,  to  prevent  them 
filing  into  our  hands — ^the  former  on  Monday, 
the  latter  on  Tuesday — while  the  Union  gunboats 
£stclla,  Calhoun,  and  Arizona,  at  ten  o  clock  on 
Tuesday  morning,  discovered,  attacked  and  de- 
>troyed  in  Grand  Lake  the  famous  iron-clad  ram 
Queen  of  the  West 

Three  large  transports — ^the  Newsboy,  Gossa- 
mer, and  Era  No.  2 — ^which  were  lying  at  Franklin, 
vrcre  also  destroyed  by  fire,  as  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  get  up  steam  and  escape  up  or  down 
the  Teche  before  our  troops  would  overtake  and 
seize  them.  The  consequence  was  that,  like  the 
l^iana  and  Hart,  they  were  burned  to  prevent 
them  from  falling  into  our  hands. 

The  last  accounts  state  that  our  forces  are  still 
following  up  the  retreating,  demoralized,  and  pan- 
Jc. stricken  remnant  of  an  army  of  eight  thousand 
men,  which  a  week  ago  were  guarding  the  gate 
of  this  paradise,  hourly  expecting  reenforcements 
and  an  immediate  advance  of  the  army  and  navy, 
when  a  sudden,  combined  and  overwhelming  dash 
upon  Brashear  City  and  New-Orleans  should  be 
niade. 

The  commands  of  Generals  Emory  and  Weitzel 
on  Thursday  and  Friday  arrived  at  Berwick  City. 
General  Banks  and  staff,  who  had  been  encamped 
for  some  days  alongside  the  railroad,  to  the  right, 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  dock  at  Bra- 
shear,  embarked  on  board  the  Laurel  Hill  on 
Saturday  afternoon,  the  eleventh  instant,  at 
twenty  minutes  to  two  p.m.,  landing  at  Berwick, 
(across  the  bay,  about  half  a  mile  distant^)  re- 
maining there  about  two  hours,  when  they  started 
for  the  front 
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On  landing  at  Berwick  City  the  brigade  of 
General  Weitzel  proceeded  to  the  outskirts,  ahead, 
and  to  the  right  A  strong  infantry  and  cavalry 
force  was  thrown  out  as  pickets,  and  the  artillery 
posted  in  position  commanding  the  roads  and 
woods. 

The  enemy  firom  the  first  was  very  bold,  and 
appeared  determined  to  harass  our  force  as  much 
as  possible,  contesting  our  apparent  advance  with 
vigor,  approaching  to  within  a  short  distance  of 
our  pickets,  showing  themselves  and  firing  their 
pieces. 

The  following  day  a  reconnoissance  was  made 
by  Captain  Hubbard,  of  General  Weitzel' s  staff. 
He  was  accompanied  by  the  cavalry  companies 
of  Captain  Williamson  and  Lieutenant  Perkins. 
Our  party  had  advanced  but  a  short  distance 
when  the  enemy  fired  upon  them,  retreating  be- 
hind buildings.  The  rebels  were  in  easy  range 
from  Fort  Buchanan,  and  a  signal  being  given  for 
the  fort  to  open  fire,  a  few  shells  were  thrown  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy,  who  soon  dis- 
persed and  fled  hastily  into  the  woods.  The 
object  of  the  reconnoissance  having  been  accom- 
plished, the  party  returned  to  Berwick  City,  re- 
porting the  country  clear  for  miles  around. 

At  twelve  o'clock  m.,  the  next  day,  (Saturday, 
April  eleventh,)  an  advance  was  ordered.  Wil- 
liamson's and  Perkins's  cavalry  were  again  in  the 
saddle,  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  all  day. 

The  following  is  the  order  in  which  the  advance 
was  made:  Eighth  Vermont,  Colonel  Thomas, 
extreme  right;  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth 
New-York,  Colonel  E.  B.  Smith,  right  centre; 
One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New- York,  Lieut. - 
Colonel  Van  Patten,  left  centre;  Twelfth  Con- 
necticut, Lieutenant-Colonel  Peck,  left  wing. 
Williamson's  First  Louisiana  cavalry  was  in  the 
extreme  advance,  closely  followed  by  skirmishers 
from  the  different  regiments.  Captain  Bain- 
briSge's  First  United  States  artillery,  company 
A,  and  the  Sixth  Massachusetts  battery,  Captain 
Caruth,  accompanied  them. 

The  enemy  were  seen  all  along  the  march,  in 
small  squads  and  singly,  which  thus  compelled  a 
careful  advance  and  firing  of  the  skirmishers  at 
doubtful  points,  with  occasional  shelling.  After 
advancing  about  five  miles,  the  enemy  opened 
with  a  battery  of  six  and  twelve-pound  light 
pieces,  posted  near  a  large  sugar-house  on  the 
right  Bainbridge's  artillery  was  quickly  in  po- 
sition, and  so  effective  were  the  shells  that  the 
rebels  soon  ceased  firing,  limbered  up  their  guns 
and  hurriedly  left,  never  stopping  to  make  another 
attempt  to  stay  our  advance.  Many  of  their 
shots,  however,  were  well  directed,  falling  in  close 
proximity  to  our  forces;  but  fortunately  not  a 
man  was  either  killed  or  wounded.  One  of  their 
shells  entered  the  chimney  of  widow  Mott's  resi- 
dence, another  buried  itself  in  the  trunk  of  a 
large  tree  by  the  side  of  the  house,  while  a  third 
struck  the  residence  of  Mr.  John  M.  Bateman, 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  in  the  advance,  ex- 
plodeci^in  the  closet,  scattering  the  china,  pots, 
pans  and  victuals  in  every  direction,  and  leaving 
that  part  of  the  house  in  ruins.     In  addition  to 
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the  artillery  the  enemy  had  four  hundred  cavalry 
and  two  hundred  infantry.  The  advance  was 
now  resumed,  and  beyond  an  occasional  stray 
musket-shot  and  the  capture  of  a  few  prisoners, 
nothing  important  occurred.  The  cavalry  were 
supported  by  the  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  New- 
York,  and  the  gunboat  Clifton  sent  for.  By  Gen- 
eral WeitzeFs  orders,  Colonel  £.  B.  Smith  placed 
a  guard  over  the  houses  and  plantations.  The 
sugar-houses  and  out-buildings  were  filled  with 
sugar,  com,  and  molasses.  The  advance  was  now 
very  rapid,  the  Clifton  ahead,  occasionally  shell- 
ing the  woods.  Many  of  the  families  of  the 
planters  were  taken  so  unawares  that  when  our 
forces  arrived  at  their  residences  an  untouched 
or  half-eaten  dinner  on  the  table,  or  valuable  ar- 
ticle left  here  and  there,  proved  with  what  sur- 
prise they  heard  of  our  advance,  and  in  what 
haste  thev  lefL  Black  and  white  all  hurriedly 
crossed  the  Atchafalaya  or  accompanied  the  en- 
emy. None  were  there  to  welcome  us.  It  was 
well  that  General  Weitzel  placed  a  guard  over 
their  homes  and  property,  or  the  owners  would 
have  returned  to  a  homeless  desert  At  half-past 
five  P.M.,  Patterson ville  was  reached.  This  village 
is  distant  nine  miles  from  Berwick  City.  The 
Atcha&laya  runs  to  the  right,  parallel  with  it, 
and  in  this  neighborhood,  it  will  be  remembered, 
that  some  four  weeks  ago  the  Diana  was  captured 
by  the  rebels. 

At  four  o^ clock  General  Banks  and  staff  start- 
ed from  Berwick  City  for  the  front  General 
Emory's  division  followed  the  advance,  the  am- 
bulances and  wagons  bringing  up  the  rear.  All 
had  arrived  at  Patterson  ville  by  six  p.m.,  includ- 
ing the  staff.  A  detachment  of  Major  Robinson's 
cavalry  acted  as  General  Banks's  body-guard. 
Nearly  every  house  of  respectable  size  and  ap- 
pearance in  ihe  village  was  honored  by  either 
division,  brigade,  or  regimental  headquarters, 
while  the  Commanding  General  and  staff  oc- 
cupied a  large  white  house  to  the  right,  some 
twenty  yards  from  the  side  of  the  road.  The 
whole  army  was  in  a  very  small  space,  but  a 
strong  force  of  infantry  and  artillery  guarded  it 
well  on  every  side  from  surprise  and  attack. 

At  six  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  I  started  for 
the  extreme  front  Williamson's  cavalry  were 
scouring  the  country  ahead  and  on  the  right, 
occasionally  skirmishing  with  the  enemy,  who 
were  out  of  range  of  our  artillery. 

About  seven  o'clock  the  Seventy-fifth  New- 
York  moved  slowly  ahead,  throwing  out  skir- 
mishers, and  acting  as  support  to  fiiinbridge's 
artillery.  The  infantry  deployed  toward  the 
dense  woods  on  the  left,  about  half  a  mile  in  the 
advance  of  a  large  force  of  €renerals  Emory  and 
Weitzel's  commands.  Artillery  was  also  posted 
to  the  right  and  centre,  and  in  finont  of  the 
Atchafalaya. 

The  skirmishers  having  moved  about  half  a 
nile,  and  beyond  a  bend  of  woods  about  two 
bandred  yards,  discovered  a  large  force  of  the 
e&emy's  cavalry  advancing  on  the  main  road. 
Faj^g  back  to  thdr  support,  the  skirmishers  re- 
l^cicted  what  they  had  seen,  when  the  artiUery 


opened,  firing  three  shells.  The  enemy  hastily 
left.  About  eight  o'clock  a  cloud  of  dust  wtf 
seen  in  the  distance.  It  was  evidently  caused 
by  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  advancing.  This 
fact  was  communicated  to  General  Weitzel.  Cap- 
tain Williamson  was  also  notified  of  the  move, 
and  cautioned  to  be  on  the  alert  against  surprise. 

I  now  looked  along  the  level  country  beyoDd 
the  woods  to  the  left  With  the  exception  of 
the  buildings  on  the  plantations,  the  shrubbery 
around,  and  the  ridges  on  the  sugar  and  corn- 
fields, there  was  no  obstruction  for  miles.  In- 
distinct moving  bodies  might  be  observed  with 
the  naked  eye.  By  the  aid  of  a  glass  I  could  ^^ 
see  that  they  were  rebel  cavalry  and  iDfaotrr. 
They  were  mostly  in  small  squalls  itf  three  and 
four.  This  was  about  nine  o'clock  a.m.  Tikty 
were  moving  from  what  appeared  to  be  a  road, 
leading  in  the  direction  of  the  woods  on  the  left 
and  some  buildings  to  the  right 

General  Banks  and  staff,  accompanied  by  Ga* 
erals  Emory,  Andrews,  and  Weitzel,  now  rode  op 
for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitring  the  oountrr 
After  a  careful  survey  they  were  only  able  to  ^^e 
a  few  rebel  cavalry,  and  in  a  few  moments  thel^ 
horses'  heads  were  tamed  in  the  direction  (^i 
Pattersonville,  Greneral  Banks  remaricing:  *' There 
are  no  enemy  in  fi-ont  We  will  advance  tbt 
army,  gentlemen." 

Half  an  hour  after  the  cavalcade  retonied. 
General  Weitzel's  brigade  of  artiUery  and  in- 
fantry advanced  to  the  open  ground  beyond  the 
point  of  woods  on  the  left  and  formed  in  lioe  of 
battle,  as  follows : 

Seventy-fifth  New- York  centre ;  One  Hundred 
and  Fourteenth  New- York  right  centre ;  Eighth 
Vermont  right ;  One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  Nev- 
York  left  centre,  and  the  Twelfth  Concedicot 
left 

Captain  Bainbridge'a  battery,  company  A 
First  United  States,  was  in  position  at  Uie  rig^t 
and  Captain  Camith's  Sixth  Massachusetts  bat- 
tery in  the  centra 

Colonel  Ingraham's  brigade  of  General  Emory? 
division  formed  the  extreme  left  of  the  line  of 
battle  in  the  advance,  and  was  composed  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Tenth  and  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-second  New- York,  Fourth  Maasaehu- 
setts,  and  Sixteenth  Vennont 

At  this  timo  both  Generals  Banks  and  £mory 
had  a  narrow  escape  from  the  bullets  of  the 
enemy's  sharp-shooters.  General  IBmory  w 
placing  his  men  in  position  when  General  Banks 
rode  up.  The  two  commanders  were  not  mart 
than  three  feet  apart,  and  were  conversing  to- 
gether  as  to  future  movonents,  wh&k  soddeniT 
from  the  woods  on  the  left,  not  more  than  t«^ 
hundred  yards  distant,  half  adosen  muskets 
were  discharged,  and  the  bullets  went  idiisliins 
past  and  between  the  Generals,  one  ball  enteria; 
the  breast  and  killing  one  of  the  body-guard. 

Quick  as  lightning  General  Emotj  lulf-tumcd 
in  his  saddle,  and  pointing  to  the  woods  ani 
addressing  his  mounted  guard  said :  ^^Ailflrthean, 
men,  there  are  but  five  or  six  of  them,  or  we 
should  have  had  more  shots." 
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As  a  number  of  the  body-guard  put  spurs  to 
their  horses,  two  or  three  hasty  shots  were  fired 
from  the  party  in  the  woods  without,  however^ 
doing  any  injury.  Generals  Banks  and  Emory 
quieUy  walked  their  horses  in  a  line  further 
from  the  woods,  and  the  conversation  was  re- 
sumed as  if  nothing  had  happened.  I  may  here 
state  that  when  our  soldiers  entered  the  woods 
the  guerrillas  had  disappeared  in  the  thick  under- 
brush, and  nothing  more  was  seen  or  heard  of 
them. 

The  remainder  of  General  Emory's  division 
iras  now  drawn  up  in  second  line  of  battle,  sup* 
portii^  General  Weitzel,  and  in  different  direc- 
tions, the  reserves  being  in  the  rear. 

The  enemy  at  this  time  began  to  show  them- 
selves  in  considerable  force,  (half-past  ten  a.m.) 
Two  regiments  were  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle 
directly  ahead  and  in  front  of  a  large  sugar- 
house,  not  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half  distant 
Other  buildings  were  in  the  neighborhood,  and 
it  was  impossible  to  form  any  idea  of  what  was 
beyond  them.  The  dark  line  of  infantry,  scarcely 
visible  to  the  eye,  was  in  admirable  position, 
forming  a  half-square,  with  the  point  toward  us. 
They  appeared  ready  to  receive  us.  • 

The  rebel  cavalry  were  quietly  walking  their 
horses  over  the  whole  country,  some  riding  very 
leisurely  toward  our  lines,  approaching  to  within 
half  or  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  for  the  purpose 
of  reoonnoitring.  When  satisfied,  they  rode  in 
haste  toward  the  column. 

Our  advance  remained  stationary  until  cavalry 
could  be  sent  to  feel  the  way  ahead  Suddenly 
the  two  rebel  regiments  drawn  up  in  line  of  bat- 
tle disappeared.  Their  cavalry  followed,  and  in 
a  few  moments  after  the  dense  cloud  of  rising 
dost  marked  their  course.  They  were  hastily 
retreating.  For  two  hours,  these  clouds  could 
be  plainly  seen,  each  moment  becoming  more  in- 
distinct and  distant,  until  they  finally  disappear- 
ed. Captain  Williamson's  First  Louisiana  cav- 
thy,  of  Major  Robinson's  conunand,  now  started 
in  pursuit  Thev  galloped  at  full  speed  along 
the  road  wiiich  skiits  the  Teche,  under  a  galling 
fire  from  the  rebels  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
river.  Volley  after  volley  was  fired  as  our  men 
rode  rapidly  past,  and  for  a  mile  or  a  mile  and  a 
half  the  discharges  continued,  the  fire  and  smoke 
being  easily  seen  by  our  whole  force,  and  the 
shots  distinctly  heard.  It  would  have  been  very 
foolish  for  our  cavalry  to  return  the  fire,  as  they 
were  exposed,  while  the  rebels  were  hid  in  the 
underbmsh  and  behind  trees.  Of  all  the  firing 
not  a  man  was  touched.  Three  or  four  horses 
were  shot,  however— one  seriously  in  the  body. 
In  the  mean  time.  Captain  Mack's  Eighteenth  New- 
York  battery  was  rapidly  placed  in  position  on 
this  side  of  Tedie,  and  a  sharp  fire  was  kept  up 
for  nearly  an  hour,  the  shells  falling  and  bursting 
in  every  direction.  Under  this  fire  two  regi- 
ments of  Colonel  Gooding's  brigade  and  a  section 
of  Captain  foadbury's  First  Maine  artillery. 
Lieutenant  Morton,  crossed  the  river  over  the 
pontoon^biidge,  throwing  out  skirmishers  and 
driving  the  enemy  bef<Mre  them.    Several  shots 


were  exchanged,  but  whether  any  of  our  men 
were  killed  or  wounded  I  am  unable  to  state. 
Whilst  retreating,  the  rebels  on  the  other  side 
fired  the  buildings  along  the  banks  of  the  Teche 
to  prevent,  as  is  supposed,  their  affording  a  shelter 
to  our  sharp-shooters. 

About  one  o'clock  p.m.  the  whole  force  was 
ordered  to  advance.  Skirmishers  from  the  in- 
fantry and  squads  of.  cavalry  from  the  different 
companies  were  detached  and  sent  ahead  to  feci 
the  way.  Owing  to  the  thickness  of  the  cane- 
fields  and  the  plantation  houses  and  buildings,  it 
was  found  necessary  for  them  to  keep  up  a  pretty 
sharp  fire.  Occasionally  a  rebel,  mounted  or  on 
foot,  could  be  seen  in  the  distance,  but  on  ob- 
sef ving  our  advance,  hastily  left  As  our  forces 
were  moving  along  the  road  bordering  the  Teche, 
some  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Pattersonville, 
fifty  or  sixty  rebel  cavalry  suddenly  sprang  from 
out  of  a  piece  of  woods  on  the  opposite  side, 
advanced  a  few  paces,  and  fired  their  carbines. 
Quick  as  thought  a  section  of  artillery  (twenty- 
pound  Parrotts)  was  turned  upon  them.  The 
bursting  shells  forced  them  from  their  cover  into 
the  open  ground,  and  they  being  now  in  full  sight 
and  easy  range,  the  shells  were  sent  amongst 
them  in  beautiful  style,  exploding,  ploughing  up 
the  earth,  and  scattering  the  pieces  of  shell  all 
around.  Never  men  rode  faster,  and  as  each 
moment  their  backs  became  less  distinct,  our 
men,  who  had  laughed  and  shouted  at  their  dis- 
appearing, gave  one  long,  loud,  wild  yell,  which 
echoed  back  fi*om  the  woods  the  rebels  had  so 
recently  left,  seeming  as  if  they,  too,  mocked 
them  in  their  hasty  retreat  Half  an  hour  after 
we  again  saw  them,  this  time,  however,  at  a  very 
respectful  distance,  and  out  of  range  of  our  heavi- 
est cannon.  They  could  just  be  distinguished  by 
the  naked  eye.  These  men  were  wiser  than  an 
hour  ago,  having  learned  sense  by  experience. 

An  aid  now  rode  up  to  General  Banks  and  re- 
ported that  there  were  obstructions  in  the  river. 
It  proved  to  be  a  half-destroyed,  half-sunken 
wooden  bridge,  with  a  passage  cut  where  the  cur- 
rent runs,  to  allow  boats  to  pass  up  and  do^^. 
It  can  soon  be  repaired  and  made  very  useful,  as 
it  is  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  wide,  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  fUly  feet  long,  and  reaches  two 
thirds  of  the  distance  over  the  river. 

A  few  moments  later  and  a  report  arrived  that 
the  gunboat  Diana  was  in  sight  General  Banks 
and  staff  rode  from  the  road  to  the  bank  of  the 
river,  about  a  hundred  yards  distant,  and  from  a 
rising  ground  the  masts  of  our  former  staunch  lit- 
tle gunboat  Diana  were  seen,  with  a  large  rebel 
fiag  fiying,  nearly  a  mile  distant  Every  body 
wished  to  take  a  good  look  at  her,  and  the  conse- 
quence was  that  we  romained  long  enough  to  hear 
from  her,  for  a  flash,  a  puff  of  smoke,  a  loud  re- 
port, and  a  whirrii^,  whizzing,  whistling  noise, 
the  latter  becoming  each  instant  more  distinct  as 
it  approached  us,  passing  over  our  heads  and 
plunging  into  the  ground  beyond  with  a  thug, 
that  no  doubt  sounded  musically  to  every  ear,  for 
it  was  a  shell  firom  the  thirty-pounder  rifled  Par- 
'rott  on  board  the  Diana. 
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The  next  instant  and  another  gun  was  fired, 
this  time  opposite,  from  the  other  side  of  the 
Teche.  We  were  the  mark  that  both  were  firing 
at,  for  a  shell  whistled  directly  over  us,  and  lodg- 
ed in  the  centre  of  a  bank  not  fifty  yards  distant, 
scattering  the  earth  over  several  soldiers  who 
were  resting  themselves  at  the  top,  and  who 
scampered  off  in  double-quick. 

It  was  very  fortunate  that  neither  of  these 
shells  burst,  as,  if  they  had  done  so,  several  of 
the  staff  must  have  been  killed  or  wounded. 

^^  It*s  becoming  rather  warm  here,  gentlemen, 
and  as  we  are  evidently  the  target  they  are  firing 
at,  I  think  we  had  better  disperse,**  said  General 
Banks,  as  he  quietly  turned  his  horse* s  head  and 
walked  directly  in  a  line  toward  the  battle-fieM, 
where  he  was  joined  by  his  staff.  The  astonish- 
ing coolness  with  which  the  Commanding  General 
and  his  staff  acted  in  this  case  no  doubt  spoke 
well  for  their  bravery,  but  poorly  for  their  judg- 
ment. At  least  that  was  my  opinion,  for  I  was 
one  of  the  party.  When  the  order  was  given  to 
disperse  I  expected  to  see  them  gallop  off  out 
of  range  at  double-quick,  but  what  was  my 
surprise  when  I  saw  them  walking  their  horses 
as  if  they  were  going  to  a  funeral. 

It  was  nearly  five  minutes  before  another  gun 
was  fired  fix)m  the  Diana.  They  calculated  that 
shot  by  time  from  the  other  and  the  distance  that 
a  mounted  man  could  ride,  for  the  shell  hummed 
far  overhead,  and  struck  the  earth  nearly  a  mile 
in  advance,  in  nearly  a  direct  line  with  the  pre- 
vious one.  They  evidently  did  not  know  Gene- 
ral Banks.  Had  we  ridden  rapidly  from  the  spot 
when  the  first  gun  was  heard,  we  should  have 
been  very  near  where  the  shell  struck,  and,  as  I 
afterward  learned,  exploded. 

It  was  about  ten  minutes  past  three  o*clock 
when  the  General  and  staff  rode  into  the  field. 
The  enemy  had  opened  the  whole  of  his  batteries 
from  behind  the  breastworks,  and  already  rapid 
discharges  of  cannon,  shells  exploding  in  the  air, 
and  ploughing  up  the  cEarth,  were  seen  and  heard. 
Our  infantry  in  first  and  second  lines  of  battle, 
creeping  skirmishers  and  rapid  posting  of  batter- 
ies, with  the  roaring  cannon  and  bursting  shell, 
formed  one  of  the  grandest  spectacles  imaginable. 

The  following  was  the  position  of  the  infantry 
and  artillery  at  four  o*clock  p.m.  on  Sunday : 

General  Paine*s  brigade  of  General  Emory's 
division,  composed  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin, 
Eighth  New-Hampshire,  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
ty-third New- York,  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Seventy-third  New- York,  advanced  and  formed 
the  right  of  the  line  of  battle,  while  General  Weit- 
zeVs  brigade  formed  the  left,  in  precisely  the 
same  order  as  in  the  early  part  of  the  day. 

A  second  line  of  battle  was  also  formed  of  Col. 
Ingraham*s  command,  and  part  of  CoL  Gooding's 
Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  and  Fifty-sixth  New- 
York  r^ments.  Captain  Bradbury's  First  United 
States  utillery,  company  A,  engaged  the  enemy 
just  above  the  obstructions  in  the  Teche,  while 
Captain  Camith's  and  one  section  of  Capt  Brad- 
bury's First  Maine  batteries,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Healy,  engaged  the  enemy  in  firont 


One  piece  of  Captain  Madc's  Eighteenth  New- 
York  (twenty-pound  Parrott)  was  ordered  about 
the  same  time  to  take  position  between  the  road 
and  the  river — about  the  same  place  that  General 
Banks  and  staff  had  formerly  occupied — ind  open 
fire  on  the  Diana.  Twenty  shells  were  fired  at 
the  vessel.     She  was  struck  several  times. 

There  was  something  very  lingular  in  the  ac- 
tions of  the  Diana.  She  would  suddenly  appear 
every  five  or  ten  minutes,  fire  and  then  disappear. 
Captain  Mack  thinks  that  she  was  lashed  to  the 
side  of  the  dock,  when,  by  the  loosening  of  the 
rope,  she  would  turn  by  &e  force  of  the  stream 
into  the  centre  of  the  Teche,  fire  her  guns,  and 
was  then  instantly  drawn  out  of  sight  Ooe  shell 
fi:t)m  the  Diana  burst  very  near  the  gun.  A  piece 
of  the  shell  brushed  private  Corson's  capt  and 
lodged  in  a  tree  near  by. 

Soon  our  batteries  replied  to  the  enemy's  fire. 
and  a  constant  roar  of  artillery  was  heard,  with 
occasional  rapid  firing  sounding  in  the  distance 
like  heavy  musketry.  For  more  than  two  hours 
the  firing  was  kept  up. 

In  addition  to  the  powerful  guns  on  board  the 
Diana,  the  enemy  were  well  supplied  with  bat- 
teries mnd  guns  of  lai^  calibre,  answering  our 
rapid  discharges  with  spirit  One,  a  thirty-two 
pound  smooth-bore,  at  the  left  of  the  road  and 
near  the  end  of  the  breastworks,  on  this  side  of 
the  Teche,  was  fired  very  rapidly,  and  no  doubt 
did  great  execution.  It  was  either  a  Parrott  or 
a  columbiad. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time  General  Banks 
and  staff  were  under  fire,  riding  from  one  portion 
of  the  field  to  another  with  ap)iarent  unconcent 

Ahead,  behind,  and  on  each  side  of  us  the 
shells  were  falling  or  exploding,  the  earth  ererr 
instant  rising  in  a  cloud  from  where  they  struck, 
while  the  air  was  filled  with  flashes  from  the 
bursting  missiles  atid  white  cuncling  smdce,  which 
curled  and  sailed  upward. 

Suddenly,  while  we  were  between  the  two  lines 
of  battle,  a  round  shot  struck  the  earth  about 
forty  yards  ahead,  just  behind  the  first  line, 
ricochetted  over  our  heads  bat  a  very  short 
distance,  and,  striking  the  eartli  again  between 
us  and  the  second  line,  bounded  hwmleflsly  ortr 
the  latter. 

A  few  minutes  after,  as  the  Greneral  and  stafi 
were  moving  between  the  lines  toward  General 
Emory,  a  shell  firom  the  Diana  came  catting 
through  the  air,  striking  the  earth  not  more  than 
fifty  feet  ahead  and  about  thirty  feet  from  the 
first  line,  plunging  deep  into  the  ground,  and 
throwing  up  the  dirt  in  a  huge  slmrar,  sinular 
to  what  might  be  expected  to  rasolt  from  a  largt, 
heavy  body  thrown  with  great  force  into  a  sheet 
of  water.  I  noticed  this  one  more  paitaculariy 
than  the  others  probably  because  it  struck  mocfa 
nearer,  though  from  every  portion  of  the  field 
along  our  lines  and  the  enemy's  breastworks  the 
earth  every  instant  was  rising  in  douds. 

As  General  Emory  saw  the  sheUs  strikiiig  ail 
around  us,  he  shouted :  *^  Keep  your  staff  and 
body-guard  away.  General;  the  entmy  are  di 
recting  theur  fire  toward  you."     We  were  all 
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ordered  to  keep  back  and  await  his  return,  while 
General  Banks  rode  toward  General  Emory  with 
only  one  of  his  staff. 

About  five  o'clock  the  Commanding  General 
took  a  last  look  at  the  Diana.  He  had  just 
passed  a  large  white  sugar-house  on  the  left- 
hand  side  of  the  road,  about  six  hundred  yards 
from  the  battery,  when  a  shot  from  the  thirty- 
two  pounder  smooth-bore  struck  the  roof  of  the 
building. 

A  section  of  Captain  Bradbury's  battery  was 
sent  to  guard  the  pontoon-bridge  which  had 
been  thrown  across  the  Teche,  while  the  other, 
as  I  have  before  stated,  crossed  the  river,  with 
two  of  Colonel  Gooding's  regiments. 

While  the  artillery  was  at  work  the  infantry 
was  not  idle.  The  brigades  in  the  advance  line 
of  battle  were  Paine^s,  to  the  right,  and  Weitzel's, 
on  the  left — the  former  reaching  to  the  Teche, 
and  the  latter  resting  on  the  woods. 

Skirmishers  were  thrown  out  all  along  the 
front,  and  the  whole  carefully  advanced. 

At  half-past  four  o'clock  there  was  a  recon- 
notssance  by  the  Generals  commanding,  and  an 
attempt  made  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  the  appearance  of  the  earth- 
works, distant  from  oiur  lines  about  three  quar- 
ters of  a  mile,  being  so  similar  in  color  to  the 
(Standing  cane-fields,  that  it  was  found  impossible 
to  distinguish  them  of  see  'the  position  of  the 
guns.  Our  batteries  were  opened,  the  lines  ad- 
vanced, and  skirmishers  deployed  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  their  fire.  There  was  considerable 
firing  along  the  whole  lines,  and  along  the  edge 
of  the  woods  there  was  a  sharp  musketry  engage- 
ment for  some  time,  the  enemy  coming  out  of  his 
intrencbments  to  attack  us.  They  were,  how- 
ever, driven  back  with  loss. 

About  five  o'clock  our  skirmishers  advanced 
near  enough  to  draw  the  fire  of  all  their  batteries. 
On  the  side  of  the  Teche  on  which  we  were,  they 
liad  fourteen  or  fifteen  guns.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  bayou  the  enemy's  force  was  unknown. 

The  firing  ceased  with  the  darkness,  and  it 
being  found  that  both  the  lines  of  battle  were 
within  range  of  the  enemy's  guns,  an  order  was 
given  that  thi  advance  should  retire  out  of  the 
range  of  light  artillery,  and  bivouac  for  the  nighty 
taking  position  in  two  lines,  the  brigade  of  Gen. 
Paine  forming  the  right  half  of  each  line  and 
General  Weitzel's  the  left  half. 

General  Paine's  command  had  scarcely  obeyed 
this  order,  (his  right  resting  on  the  road,)  when 
General  Emory  ordered  the  Fourth  Wisconsin, 
Colonel  Bean,  to  be  thrown  forward  to  hold  the 
woods  and  sugar-house  on  the  right  of  the  main 
road,  as  the  enemy's  defences  and  principal  guns 
were  masked  by  them. 

This  position  was  contested  with  spirit  all 
night  The  pickets  were  firing  and  skirmishing 
among  the  trees  and  buildings  during  the  whole 
of  the  time ;  but  the  ground  was  firmly  and  gal- 
lantly held  by  the  Fourth  Wisconsin,  with  but 
smsdl  loss  on  our  side.  LieutenantrColonel  Dean 
had  his  horse  shot  firom  under  him  during  the 
engagement 


About  one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  CoL 
Bean  sent  a  communication  to  General  Paine, 
stating  that  under  cover  of  the  fog  and  darkness 
the  enemy  had  been  busily  at  work  near  their 
picket-line  all  night,  hammering  and  chopping, 
leading  him  to  believe  that  they  were  planting 
batteries,  or  preparing  in  some  manner  to  give 
us  a  warm  reception  in  the  morning.  General 
Emory  was  informed  of  these  facts.  He  at  once 
^ve  General  Paine  permission  to  place  an  addi- 
tional force  in  position  to  support  Colonel  Bean 
if  necessary. 

Before  the  fog  lifted  General  Paine  moved  his 
headquarters  up  to  the  line  held  by  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin.  He  was  accompanied  by  the  Eighth 
New  Hampshire.  This  regiment  was  placed  in 
line  of  battle  in  the  rear  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin, 
and  both  regiments  were  ordered  to  place  them- 
selves in  the  deep  plantation  ditches,  so  that  by 
lying  down  they  might  be  sheltered  from  all 
missiles,  excepting  shell  bureting  directiy  over- 
head 

The  remainder  of  General  Paine's  brigade  now 
came  up,  at  twenty-five  minutes  past  six  o'clock 
A.M.,  when  it  was  determined  to  make  a  recon- 
noissance,  in  order  to  learn  the  meaning  of  the 
enemy's  movements  during  the  night 

General  Paine  accordingly  went  up  to  the  line 
of  pickets  in  front  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin. 
Proceeding  cautiously  he  reached  the  extreme 
advance,  and,  from  observation  and  information, 
became  satisfied  that  the  Diana  was  within  short- 
range,  having  moved  from  her  former  position 
during  the  night 

As  General  Paine  had  just  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  artillery  could  be  placed  in  position 
so  as  to  easily  destroy  her,  the  Diana  fired  her 
thirty-pound  rifled  Parrott,  the  shell  passing  in 
dangerous  proximity  to  our  little  force. 

This  was  at  thirty-five  minutes  past  six  a.m.,  and 
was  the  signal  for  the  second  day's  fight  to 
commence. 

At  half-past  six  o'clock  on  Monday  morning 
a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  cavalry 
advanced  from  behind  their  breastworks,  for  the 
purpose  of  regaining  possession  of  the  sugar- 
house  and  woods.  The  guns  on  the  Diana,  (two,) 
the  thirty-two  pounder  at  the  comer  of  the  road, 
the  batteries  along  the  breastworks,  together 
with  a  battery  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Teche, 
opened  upon  the  woods  and  General  Paine's 
command.  The  men  bravely  stood  their  ground 
amid  this  terrific  hail  of  iron  missiles,  and  met 
the  advancing  enemy  with  spirit 

An  infantiy  fight  of  half  an  hour  was  kept  up, 
our  men  still  holding  their  ground,  and  finally 
driving  the  rebels  to  the  shelter  of  their  breast- 
works. 

While  our  forces  and  artillery  were  getting 
into  position  on  the  left.  General  Paine  sent  to 
General  Banks,  requesting  that  heavy  guns  might 
be  sent  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible,  as  his 
position  must  soon  become  untenable,  unless  ar- 
tillery arrived  at  once. 

Scouts  in  the  mean  time  were  sent  forward  to 
observe  the  movements  of  the  Diana,  and  in  a 
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short  time  they  returned,  reporting  that  she  was 
changing  her  position.  The  fog,  which  had  been 
very  heavy,  now  lifted,  (thirty-five  minutes  past 
eight  A.M.,)  discovering  her  position.  A  large 
flag  was  flying  from  her  mainmast. 

A  rebeh  battery  had  been  quietly  placed  be- 
tween the  Diana  and  our  forces,  not  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  distant  from  the  latter,  and  nearly 
five  huncfred  yards  from  their  earthworks.  They 
were  attempting  to  post  their  pickets  and  get 
ready  to  open  a  fire,  which  must  have  forced  our 
gallant  fellows  back,  when  General  Paine  again 
sent  a  messenger  to  hasten  up  a  battery.  A 
moment  after  the  artillery  of  Captain  Mack^s 
Eighteenth  New- York  was  heard  thundering 
along  the  road.  At  the  bend  he  was  seen  gal- 
loping at  full  speed,  and  the  next  moment  the 
guns  were  in  position. 

So  rapid  and  splendid  was  the  whole  move- 
ment performed,  that  the  enemy  had  not  time  to 
open  their  batteries  before  the  staunch  twenty 
pounder  Parrotts  of  Captain  Mack  were  throwing 
shell  into  them,  when  the  whole  of  the  rebel 
guns  were  limbered  up  and  hurried  away  without 
tiring.  Under  the  circumstances  General  Paine 
was  compelled  to  commence  the  fire  with  Mack's 
battery  before  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  was  called 
in,  and  most  of  the  shelling  was  over  their  heads. 
Captain  Mack  now  turned  his  artillery  upon  the 
Diana  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  ahead  and  on 
each  side  of  the  Teche.  The  firing  was  kept  up 
for  two  hours  without  cessation.  The  whole 
were  in  easy  range  of  his  guns,  the  Diana  and 
batteries  on  this  side  of  the  river  not  being  more 
than  eight  hundred  yards  distant,  while  that  on 
the  opposite  side  to  the  left  was  about  one  thou- 
sand three  hundred. 

Four  hundred  rounds  were  fired,  two  caissons 
emptied,  the  Diana  and  batteries  right  and  left 
silenced  repeatedly,  the  gtmboat  finally  steaming 
up  the  Teche,  and  never  firing  a  shot  this  side 
of  the  breastworks  afterward.  Generals  Banks, 
Emory,  Paine,  and  their  staffs,  rode  up  and  com- 
plimented Captain  Mack  and  his  command.  This 
is  the  first  time  that  this  battery  has  been  en- 
gaged, and  the  men  under  fire.  The  battery  was 
raised  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  New- York,  last 
September.  Your  country  will  thank  you,  Cap- 
tain Mack,  for  you  and  your  command  acted  glo- 
riously. 

While  this  battery  was  answering  the  enemy 
from  every  quarter,  Colonel  McMillan,  of  the 
Twenty-first  regiment  Indiana  artillery,  ordered 
Captain  McLaflin,  of  company  G,  to  ^ke  a  sec- 
tion of  thirty-pound  rifled  Parrots,  place  them  in 
position  on  the  bank,  in  easy  range  of  the  Diana, 
and  open  on  her. 

This  was  promptly  done,  twenty  shot  were 
fired,  six  of  which  are  said  to  have  struck  her. 
The  flag  was  shot  away. 

The  first  shell  that  was  fired  is  reported  to 
have  passed  through  her  iron  plating  and  wheel- 
houses,  killing  both  the  engineers  and  three  other 
persons.  Six  were  afterward  killed  by  two  other 
shells. 

A  large  number  were  scalded  and  wounded  on 


board  the  Diana,  as  one  of  the  shells  passed 
through  a  portion  of  her  steam  works.  In  half 
an  hour  after  the  first  shot  was  fired  from  these 
guns  she  steamed  up-stream  and  disappeared. 
This  was  about  ten  minutes  past  three  a.  if.  She 
never  appeared  to  fight  Mack^s  and  McLaflin'g 
guns  afterward. 

Before  proceeding  further  with  what  oocarred 
in  General  Palne*s  brigade  I  will  state  that  at 
an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  (Mondav,  April 
thirteenth,)  news  reached  Genend  Banks  that 
General  Grover  was  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy  ad- 
vancing on  Franklin. 

The  lines  of  battle  were  advanced  the  same  as 
on  the  day  previous,  except  that  the  remainder 
of  Colonel  Gooding's  brigade  crossed  the  Teche 
and  rejoined  those  who  went  over  the  day  pre- 
vious. The  First  Maine  artillery,  Lieutenant 
Healy  commanding,  aooompanied  it  for  the  pur- 
pose of  silencing  the  batteiy  which  was  throwing 
grape  and  canister  into  General  Paine's  brigade 

Colonel  Gooding's  command  orossed  to  the 
other  side  of  the  Teche  on  a  bridge  partly  des- 
troyed by  the  rebels  (before  mentioned  as  used 
for  obstructing  the  bayou)  and  aftcnrward  re- 
paired by  us. 

In  the  line  of  batUe  on  the  west  bank  Doiyea^s 
battery,  of  General  £mory's  division,  took  the 
place  which  Mack's  battery  occupied  tiie  day  pre- 
vious. 

As  the  Diana  was  preparing  to  start  up-stream 
to  get  out  of  range  of  our  guns,  a  severe  skirmish 
took  place  in  the  front  of  General  Paine^s  brigade 
between  company  B,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  Captain 
Carter,  and  company  B,  of  the  Twenty-e^^th 
Louisiana.     The  latter  were  driven  ofil 

While  this  affiiir  was  going  on,  information 
was  brought  to  Cfeneral  Paine  that  a  regiment  of 
the  enemy^s  infantry  had  been  land^  in  the 
woods  and  were  advancing  toward  our  right  wing 
for  the  purpose  of  flanking  it 

This  circumstance,  and  the  discovery  that 
another  force  was  passing  down  to  the  bank  of 
the  bayou  out  of  the  woods,  led  him  to  suppose 
that  the  enemy  were  massing  troops  in  that  direc- 
tion, with  the  intention  of  suddenly  descending 
upon  Captain  Mack*s  battery,  for  #ie  purpose  oif 
capturing  it 

To  guard  againist  this  move,  the  right  wing 
(Eighth  New-Hampshire)  was  ordered  in  position 
on  the  bank  of  the  bayou,  slightly  in  advance  of 
the  right  of  the  batteiy,  with  orders  to  protect  it 
to  the  last,  and  charge  upon  any  troops  which 
might  advance  for  that  purpose. 

This  movement  no  doubt  checked  the  enemy, 
who  fell  back  with  their  main  body,  leaTing. 
however,  a  large  force  of  skirmishers^  who  open^l 
a  destructive  fire.  At  thirty-five  minutes  p^ 
eleven  oVlock  these  were  also  jpartiaUy  dnven 
back  and  their  fire  slackened.  Ours  inoreassg. 
the^  too  finally  retreated  bdiind  Uie  shelter  of 
their  earthworks.  The  fire  on  both  sides  was 
fierce  and  constant 

About  this  time  every  gun  of  the  encmj's 
batteries  was  silenced  also,  and  our  firing  ceased, 
leaving  us  in  undisputed  possession  of  tbe  woods 
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and  );ugar-house.  All  acted  splendidly.  The 
ground  so  hotly  contested,  was  held  during  the 
whole  time,  the  enemy  being  driven  off  at  every 
point  by  the  infantry ;  while  the  fire  of  the  Diana, 
the  thurty-two  pounder,  and  the  guns  on  each 
side  of  the  river,  before  and  behind  their  breast- 
works, were  silenced  by  Mack^s,  McLaflin's,  and 
Ileal/ s  artillery.  Observing  this.  General  Paine 
rode  up  to  Captain  Mack,  thanked  him  and  his 
command,  when  the  brigade  gave  three  cheers 
for  the  Wtery  and  its  gallant  chief.  This  was 
followed  by  three  more  for  General  Paine,  the 
members  of  the  artillery  company  joining  with 
spirit  Several  sheik  had  struck  some  buildings 
in  the  rear  and  to  the  right  of  the  enemy^s  works 
on  this  side  of  the  Tcdie,  setting  them  on  fire. 
The  artillery  firing,  infantry  fighting,  skirmishing 
and  the  burning  buildings  presented  one  of  the 
grandest  spectacles  I  ever  witnessed. 

During  ihe  whole  of  this  sharp  engagement  our 
forces  were  in  line  of  battle  a  little  farther  in  the 
rear,  skirmishing  ahead,  the  main  body  gradually 
approaching  nearer  the  enemy's  breastworks,  and 
the  artillery  replying  to  the  rapid  fire  of  their 
batteries. 

The  artillery  about  ten  o'clock  opened  with  re- 
newed vigor  along  the  whole  line. 

In  addition  to  the  batteries  I  have  already 
mentioned  were  Captains  Carruth's  and  Bain- 
5ridge'8,  of  WeitzeFs  brigade.  They  fired  from 
their  positions  on  the  left  until  aU  their  ammuni- 
tion was  expended,  when  they  retired.  Several 
of  the  enemy's  guns  were  either  silenced  entirely 
by  these  batteries  or  compelled  to  change  their 
positions. 

Between  twelve  and  one-  o'clock,  Captain  Dur- 
yca's  battery  of  twelve-pound  Napoleons  was 
ordered  up  in  front,  and  was  soon  firing  upon  all 
the  batteries  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the 
Teche.  Lieutenant  Morris,  with  one  section  of  the 
battery,  was  ordered  to  proceed  forward  to  within 
one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  of  their  breast- 
works. They  did  so,  and  engaged  the  enemy 
from  that  time  to  five  p.m.,  doing  considerable 
execution,  firing  in  all  two  hundred  and  fifty-six 
rQunds,  when  he  ceased  for  want  of  ammunition. 
A  shell  from  the  enemy  about  one  o'clock  killed 
one  of  the  drivers,  his  horse,  and  struck  a  caisson. 
The  latter  was  soon  repaired. 

One  shot  firom  Captain  Durvea's  command 
struck  and  dismounted  a  large  brass  field-piece 
of  the  enemy  posted  near  the  woods  on  the  left 
It  was  a  gun  of  Yalverde's  battery.  From  the 
effects  of  this  shot  Captain  Valverde  and  four 
horses  are  reported  to  have  been  instantly  killed, 
and  four  men  wounded. 

The  two  thirty-pound  Parrotts  which  engaged 
the  Diana  were  now  turned  on  the  land-battenes, 
distant  about  a  mile  and  a  quarter,  compelling 
the  rebel  artillerists  to  change  their  guns  from 
one  part  of  their  works  to  another,  as  could  be 
»een  from  the  smoke  of  their  pieces. 

The  constant  roar  of  artillery  was  now  literally 
deafdSning,  (half-past  three  p.m.)  All  day  there 
had  been  firing,  with  more  or  less  vigor,  at  dif- 
ferent parts  of  ^6  field ;  but  now  all  the  artillery 


appeared  to  be  engaged,  battery  replying  to  bat- 
tery and  gun  answering  gun. 

It  is  known  that  the  enemy  had  three  or  four 
batteries  behind  their  breastworks  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Teche,  among  them  Yalverde's  and 
Semmes's,  as  well  as  the  guns  of  the  Diana  (now 
silenced)  and  the  large  gun  on  the  redoubt  near 
the  road. 

Our  battery  had  already  thrown  grape  and 
canister  from  the  other  side  of  the  Teche,  and 
it  was  believed  that  besides  this  others  were 
there  in  reserve. 

I  thought  that  the  firing  of  the  previous  day's 
engagement  was  terrific ;  but  it  was  nothing  in 
comparison  with  this,  which  was  the  heaviest 
I  ever  heard,  and  continued,  for  three  or  four 
hours  in  a  perfect  roll.  The  whistling  of  each 
shot  and  shell,  as  it  cut  through  the  air,  was  dis- 
tinctly heard  above  the  din.  Soon  a  haze  filled 
the  atmosphere,  caused  by  the  large  quantities 
of  smoke  rising  from  the  discharged  guns  and 
bursting  shells,  and.  the  number  of  the  latter  ex- 
ploding in  the  air  resembled  fire-flies  at  night, 
the  whole  horizon  in  front  appearing  to  shoot  out 
a  sudden  jet  of  yellow  fire,  which,  disappearing, 
was  instantly  followed  by  a  circle  of  white  fleecy 
smoke,  which  gradually  became  less  distinct  and 
finally  vanished. 

The  enemy's  breastworks,  extending  from  the 
Teche  to  the  woods  on  the  west  side,  and  to 
Grand  Lake  on  the  east,  were  evidently  of  great 
strength  and  in  admirable  position.  On  Sunday 
they  were  invisible  to  the  naked  eye,  and  at  the 
distance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile  could  scarce- 
ly be  distinguished  with  a  glass,  owing  to  their 
similarity  to  the  earth  and  plantation  ridges 
around.  Now  our  forces  were  much  nearer  and 
in  plain  sight  The  dirt  from  the  falling  missiles 
was  rising  in  showers  along  the  enemy's  ranks, 
while  the  same  was  the  case  in  our  front,  every 
place  where  the  shot  and  shell  struck  over  the 
fields  being  plainly  visible  firom  the  clouds  of 
dark  earth  suddenly  rising  to  a  height  of  several 
feet  in  the  air. 

The  coolest  and  apparently  the  least  concerned 
of  all  the  brave  men  on  the  field  were  the  Com- 
manding Generals,  and  none  more  so  than  Gen- 
eral Banks  himself  Certainly  none  were  in 
greater  danger  from  the  enemy's  guns.  Sur- 
rounded by  his  staf^  he  rode  from  one  portion 
of  the  field  to  another,  and  both  days  visited  the 
other  Generals  and  inspected  the  lines  himself 
Though  headquarters  on  the  battle-field  might 
be  said  to  be  on  the  road  and  slightly  to  the  left, 
opposite  the  trees  and  sugar-house,  (which  po- 
sition was  so  hotly  contested  in  the  morning,) 
they  were  compelled  to  be  changed  frequently, 
as  the  lar^e  gun  on  the  redoubt  and  a  battery 
over  the  nver  threw  shot  and  shell  rapidly  in 
that  neighborhood,  in  answer  to  Captain  Ham- 
mick's  twenty-pounder  Parrotts:,  posted  on  the 
road  a  few  yards  to  the  right,  and  one  of  our 
thirty  pounders,  making  it  one  of  the  warmest 
places  on  the  field  along  our  lines. 

Captain  Cox,  Co.  K,  of  this  regiment,  received 
orders  about  this  time  to  post  his  two  brass 
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eighteen-pound  rifles  near  the  centre  of  the  field, 
on  the  left  of  the  Teche.  They  were  placed  in 
the  rear  of  the  light  artillery,  and  opened  on  the 
guns  to  the  right,  near  the  river.  Only  a  few 
rounds  were  fired,  as  it  was  found  impossible  to 
see  the  position  of  the  enemy.  Captain  Cox  was 
then  ordered  up  to  within  four  hundred  yards  of 
the  batteries,  from  which  position  he  fired  one 
hundred  rounds,  driving  the  enemy  repeatedly 
from  their  guns,  upsetting  a  caisson,  and  killing 
several  horses.  Three  of  his  men  were  severely 
wounded. 

About  one  o*  clock  in  the  afternoon,  Captain 
Mack  having  filled  his  caisson,  received  orders  to 
advance  his  guns  to  the  point,  and  open  fire  on 
the  thirty-two  pounder,  the  battery  to  the  right, 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Teche,  and  Semmes's  bat- 
tery of  light  twelve-pounders  on  the  lefk,  on  this 
side. 

The  guns  were  soon  in  position  in  the  rear  of 
Captain  Bradbury^s,  and  kept  up  a  constant  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  position  for  three  hours  and  a 
half.  The  distance  from  the  battery  to  the  large 
gun  was  about  six  hundred  yards,  and  from  the 
batteries  on  each  side  of  the  river  about  fifteen 
hundred.  Captain  Mack  was  under  a  severe 
cross-fire  during  the  whole  of  the  time.  Shell 
struck  and  burst  all  around  his  pieces.  A  case 
of  grape  from  the  thirty-two  pounder  struck  di- 
rectly under  Captain  Mack's  horse  and  exploded; 
but  the  powder  was  of  such  a  poor  quality  that 
it  failed  to  throw  the  grape  with  any  force,  only 
one  or  two  of  the  balls  from  the  rings  which  in- 
closed them  being  forced  out. 

At  three  o'clock,  Captain  Hammick,  of  Co.  E, 
Twenty-first  Indiana,  with  a  section  of  twenty- 
pounder  rifled  Parrotts,  took  position  near  the 
sugar-house,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  and  opened 
on  the  large  gun  on  this  side  and  on  the  enemy 
on  the  other  side  of  the  Teche,  where  a  sharp  en- 
gagement was  going  on  between  Colonel  Good- 
ing's brigade,  Healy's  battery  and  the  rebels. 

The  enemy  from  the  other  side  of  the  bayou 
promptly  answered  Hammick's  section,  and  fired 
with  such  rapidity  as  to  compel  him  to  change 
his  position  frequently  during  the  action. 

The  enemy's  batteries  were  behind  high  breast- 
works, so  that  it  was  impossible  to  know  the  ef- 
fect of  his  fire;  but  Captain  Hanmiick  had  the 
satisfaction  of  observing  that  they  were  driven 
firom  their  guns  again  and  again,  as  the  firing 
would  cease  at  times  for  sevei^  minutes. 

On  both  sides  of  the  Teche  the  infieintry  had 
been  engaged  nearly  the  whole  of  the  day. 

On  the  left,  as  we  have  seen,  the  artillery  fight 
commenced  about  noon. 

After  ascertaining  the  number  and  force  of  the 
enemy's  guns.  General  Banks  gave  orders  that 
the  advance  should  learn,  if  possible,  their  force 
of  infiintry ;  and  our  artillery,  infantry,  and  skir- 
mishers were  advanced  four  hundred  yards  at 
one  o'clock  for  that  purpose,  but  without  accom- 
plishing the  object 

The  brigades  of  Generals  Weitzel  and  Paine 
formed  jthe  two  first  lines  of  battle,  the  latter 
the  two'right  and  the  former  the  two  left  lines, 


the  advance  or  front  line  being  the  Fourth  Wis- 
consin and  Eighth  New-Hampshire,  of  Goienl 
Paine's  brigade,  right,  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-third  and  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-third 
New- York  of  General  Weitzel's  brigade,  leiV 
Colonel  Ingraham's  brigade,  of  GeneraJ  Emory's 
division,  was  held  in  reserve. 

The  order  was  now  given  to  advance  on  the 
enemy's  works.  A  large  body  of  skirmishers 
were  thrown  out  along  the  whole  line  in  face  of 
and  not  more  than  fifty  yards  fi^m  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters,  which  covered  the  entire  front; 
and  a  terrible  fire  from  these  partaes  alone  was 
at  once  opened  and  kept  up  for  6<mie  time,  the 
enemy  bravely  resisting  the  advance  of  the  skir- 
mishers, but  finally  compelled  to  fall  back. 

The  distance  of  the  first  lino  of  battle  from  the 
earthworks  w&s  about  five  hundred  and  twenty 
yards.     (Time,  forty-five  minutes  after  two  p.il) 

At  the  first  the  nre  of  the  sharp-shooters  was 
very  accurate,  and  several  of  our  gallant  feUow<: 
were  shot  down  before  they  had  proceeded 
twenty  yards.  One  of  the  rebels  was  hidden 
behind  a  knoll.  He  would  project  his  bayonet, 
with  his  cap  at  the  end,  slightly  from  one  side, 
and,  watching  his  opportunity,  would  fire  on  the 
other  side  of  the  knolL  He  continued  this  nue 
for  some  time,  and  must  have  killed  or  wounded 
no  less  than  six  or  seven  of  our  men. 

General  Weitzel  now  posted  the  Seventy-fifth, 
supported  by  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourteoith 
New- York,  on  the  left,  in  the  woods.  A  constant 
fire  from  the  enemy  was  kept  up  on  them. 

About  this  time  the  enemy's  batteries  appeared 
to  be  silenced,  when  the  whole  army  aavanced 
toward  them  at  quick  time,  skirmishers  stiU  in 
the  advance. 

Suddenly  a  terrific  cross-fire  firom  every  port 
of  the  enemy's  works  on  both  sides  of  the  Teche 
opened  upon  them.  The  men  were  at  once  or- 
dered to  lie  down,  so  that  the  shell  might  pass 
over  them. 

In  a  few  moments  the  order  to  advance  was 
again  given,  when  the  whole  moved  on  in  the  &ce 
of  a  heavy  fire.  This  was  about  three  o'clock 
P.M.,  and  the  distance  from  the  works  was  n^ 
more  than  three  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 

The  artillery  was  firing  over  our  heads  from 
every  quarter,  in  answer  to  the  line  of  fire  from 
the  guns  of  the  enemy  posted  on  their  breast- 
works. 

With  the  exception  of  the  two  regiments  U) 
the  left  in  the  woods,  our  whole  force  lay  down 
in  the  plantation  ditdies  and  along  between  the 
ridges  in  the  field,  and  the  whistling  shells  from 
the  enemy's  batteries  rushed  hamlessly  orer 
their  heads. 

And  now  occurred  one  of  those  acts  of  bravery 
which  is  called  rashness. 

When  our  skirmishers  were  fidling  back  from 
an  overpowering  force  of  the  enemy's  sharp-shoot- 
ers, but  only  to  rally  and  drive  the  enemy  in  their 
turn,  several  heads  would  be  nused  along  our 
line  for  the  purpose  of  witnessing  the  eogap>- 
ment,  thereby  drawing  the  fire  from  both  the 
batteries  and  sharp-shootera  upon  them.    Some 
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went  so  far  as  to  stand  upright  **  Down,  men, 
down,''  shouted  General  Kmory,  using  but  this 
order.  Being  unnoticed,  the  General  stood  up, 
and  said :  ^^  Get  down,  men.  Don't  jou  see  that 
you  are  drawing  the  fire  of  the  enemy  upon 
you  r 

This  order  and  appeal  had  no  more  effect  than 
the  former,  curiosity  being  stronger  than  the  fear 
of  danger,  when  General  Emory,  for  the  third 
time  stood  up,  and,  in  a  loud  tone  of  passion, 
said:  ^*Lie  down,  or  Fll  arrest  you,  and  send 
you  to  the  rear.  Commanders  of  companies  and 
regiments  will  see  that  this  order  is  obeyed." 
The  men  instantly  dropped  their  heads,  and  those 
standing  glided  out  of  sight  This  order  had  the 
desired  effect;  and  it  is  said  that  not  a  man 
raised  himself  after,  until  commanded  to  do  so^ 

It  was  intended  that  the  men  should  remain  in 
this  position  until  the  order  for  the  assault  was 
given. 

The  enemy's  sharp-shooters  from  behind  their 
rifle-pits,  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the 
main  works,  again  drove  back  our  skirmishers. 

General  Emory  sent  the  division  artillery  to 
report  to  General  Paine,  who  posted  it  on  the 
right,  near  the  centre,  and  on  the  left  of  his  line. 

It  was  now  a  quarter-past  four  o'clock.  Every 
thing  appeared  ready,  and  tRe  order  to  advance 
in  double-quick  and  storm  the  works  was  mo- 
mentarily expected. 

Our  skirmishers  along  the  line  and  the  Seventy- 
fifth  and  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New- 
York  regiments  in  the  woods  on  the  left,  had 
ah-eady  approached  so  near  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  that  he  was  compelled  to  expose  his  in- 
fantry force,  open  fire  and  drive  them  back. 

This  was  all  that  was  required,  and,  fidling 
back,  a  report  was  made  to  the  commanders,  and 
the  strength  of  both  the  enemy's  artillery  and 
infantry  behind  their  earthworks,  was  thus  as- 
certained. 

The  enemy  appeared  to  fully  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  movement,  for  their  guns  fired 
rapidly  along  the  whole  line.  It  was  well  that 
our  men  were  situated  as  they  were,  or  they 
must  have  been  cut  to  pieces  and  compelled  to 
£^  back.    As  it  was,  the  loss  was  very  small. 

About  this  time  (five  o'clock)  a  regiment  of  in- 
fantry and  cavalry  emerged  fi^m  their  works  on 
the  left,  and  entering  the  woods,  attempted  to 
flank  us,  but  were  engaged  by  the  Seventy-fifth 
and  One  Hundred  and  Fourteenth  New- York, 
•when,  after  a  sharp  skirmish,  the  enemy  retreat- 
ed bdiind  their  fortifications  with  considerable 


General  Paine  now  formed  his  brigade  into  two 
lines,  with  the  intention  of  at  once  advancing  and 
assaulting  the  enemy's  works.  It  had  moved 
but  a  short  distance,  however,  when  a  staff-officer 
from  General  Weitzel  rode  up  at  full  speed, 
bringing  a  request  that  he  would  wait  until  an 
answer  could  be  received  from  a  communication 
sent  to  General  Banks  a  few  moments  previous, 
in  relation  to  the  movement 

General  Paine  accordingly  marched  his  brigade 
back  into  the  ditches. 


In  a  few  moments  the  reply  was  received.  It 
was  decided  to  defer  the  assault  until  morning, 
as  it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  the  Clifton,  (gun- 
boat) which  had  arrived  a  short  time  previous, 
could  cooperate  in  the  attack. 

Had  the  assault  been  made  it  would  no  doubt 
have  succeeded,  but  at  a  very  heavy  loss  of  life. 

The  firing  having  now  ceased  on  both  sides, 
(twenty  minutes  past  six  p.m.,)  the  lines  of  bat- 
tle were  ordered  to  fall  back  and  bivouac  for  the 
night  They  were  relieved  by  fresh  troops,  a 
strong  picket-line  placed  ahead,  with  reserves 
but  a  short  distance  in  the  rear,  and  the  exhaust* 
ed  but  brave  and  gallant  fellows  went  back  a 
short  distance  in  the  rear  of  the  picket  reserves 
and  slept  soundly  on  the  battle-field  until  morn- 
ing, when  the  reveille  was  the  signal  for  a  hasty 
break&st  and  rapid  start  after  the  enemy,  who 
had  evacuated  his  works  in  the  night 

While  our  troops  are  resting  on  this  side  of 
the  Teche,  I  will  tell  you  of  the  brilliant  affair  of 
Colonel  Gooding's  brigade  on  the  other  side. 

Early  in  the  forenoon  •  of  Monday,  Colonel 
Gooding  received  an  order  from  General  Emory 
to  cross  the  Teche,  rejoin  the  two  regiments  sent 
over  the  afternoon  previous,  and  attack  and 
silence  the  rebel  battery  which  v^as  throwing 
grape  into  General  Paine's  command,  at  that 
time  posted  near  the  sugar-house.  The  remain- 
ing sections  of  Lieutenant  Healy's  First  Maine 
battery  accompanied  the  brigade. 

The  regiments  composing  Colonel  Gooding's 
command  wero  the  Thirty-first  Massachusetts, 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New- York,  One 
Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New-York,  Fifty-thu^ 
Massachusetts,  and  die  Thirty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts. The  latter  crossed  the  pontoon-bridge 
about  eight  o'clock  under  a  severe  fire  from  the 
battery.     The  First  Maine  battery  followed. 

The  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  was  deployed 
as  skirmishers  through  an  immense  cane-field, 
at  the  end  of  which,  a  mile  and  a  half  distant,  the 
enemy's  breastworks  extended  for  three  quarters 
of  a  mile,  reaching  fiH)m  the  shore  of  Grand 
Lake  to  the  bank  of  the  Techeu 

The  advance  of  the  Thirty-first  was  hotly  con- 
tested by  the  enemv,  and  the  Thirty-eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts moved  n)rward  in  three  detachments 
as  a  support  The  intention  was  to  immediately 
attack  the  battery ;  but  as  soon  as  our  advance 
was*observed,  it  ceased  to  fire  on  General  Paine's 
brigade,  and  accordingly  the  attack  was  not  made. 
Colonel  Gooding,  howev^,  decided  upon  finding 
the  true  position  of  the  enemy  outside  his  works, 
and  also  ascertain  if  the  guns  which  had  been 
throwing  grape  into  General  Paine's  brigade  was 
a  light  ba^itery  posted  on  the  outside  of  the  in- 
trenchments,  as  was  supposed  by  General  Emory. 

The  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  was  now  ad- 
vanced to  within  half  a  mile  of  the  works ;  but 
no  light  battery  was  found  there.  The  advance 
was  very  hotly  contested ;  and  the  ammunition 
of  the  Thirty-first  being  exhausted,  they  were 
relieved  by  tihe  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts,  Col. 
Rodman,  who  deployed  as  skirmishers.  About 
two  o'clock,  an  order  was  received  from  General 
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Banks  to  move  on  the  enemy^s  intrenchments  on 
the  ri^ht  hank,  while  at  the  same  time  an  order 
was  given  to  Generals  Emory  and  Weitzel  to  ad- 
vance on  them  on  the  left  hank. 

The  Thirty-eighth  Massachusetts  deployed 
across  the  whole  field,  advancing  to  the  position  of 
the  Thirty-first  The  Fifty-third  Massachusetts 
was  also  deployed  as  skirmishers,  acting  as  a  sup- 
port The  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-fifth  New- 
York  and  Thirty-first  Massachusetts  were  placed 
in  the  rear  of  the  left  and  the  right  of  the  second 
line  of  skirmishers,  as  reserves,  while  at  the  same 
time  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New-York 
was  ordered  to  turn  the  enemy*s  left  flank.  The 
battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenants  Healy 
and  Morton,  was  posted  on  parallel  plantation 
roads,  leading  to  the  enemy's  worics.  One  sec- 
tion was  held  in  reserve,  and  in  rear  of  the  second 
line  of  skirmishers.  These  dispositions  being 
made,  the  whole  advanced  on  the  enemy's  works, 
driving  them  into  the  same. 

The  advance  was  very  stubbornly  resisted, 
the  rebel  sharp-shooters  engaging  our  skirmish- 
ers, while  the  artillery  belched  forth  fire  and 
smoke  all  along  the  extent  of  their  fortifications, 
bravely  answered,  however,  by  our  own,  which 
was  well  served,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  were 
twice  silenced  and  frequently  compelled  to  change 
their  positions. 

About  three  o'clock  a  further  advance  was 
made  under  a  severe  direct  and  cross-fire  from 
their  batteries,  and  it  having  been  found  by  this 
time  thi^t  the  enemy  were  very  strongly  fortified 
with  powerful  guns,  the  Thirty-eighth  Massachu- 
setts was  ordered  to  advance  steadily  forward 
toward  the  earthworks,  and  when  within  the 
reach  of  musketry  to  lie  down  and  await  orders. 
The  next  moment  another  order  arrived  that  they 
should  advance,  and,  if  they  could  reach  the 
enemy's  works,  enter  them. 

As  Colonel  Rodman  rode  along  the  line  for  the 
purpose  of  issuing  his  commands,  the  enemy's 
sharp-shooters  fired  upon  him.  He  was  the  only 
mounted  man  in  his  regiment  The  men  ad- 
vanced steadily  and  rapidly,  so  well  that  our 
troops  on  the  other  side  of  the  Teche  cheered 
them,  and  the  rebels  hastily  entered  their  breast- 
works. 

The  fire  was  very  severe  on  the  left  of  this  re- 
giment under  command  of  Major  Richardson, 
&e  men  being  more  exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire 
than  at  any  other  point 

A  shell  e^loded  just  in  the  middle  of  the  left 
reserve,  killing  Oaptain  Gktult,  company  A,  pri- 
vate Gill,  company  A,  another  of  company  D, 
and  severely  wounding  seven  others  of  these  com- 
panies. The  front  line  at  this  time  was  distant 
from  the  enemy's  works  about  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  yards.  The  advance  was  now  (forty-five 
minutes  past  three  p.m.)  very  slow,  as  the  enemy 
was  using  every  exertion  from  their  works  and 
outside  on  the  right,  left,  and  centre  to  drive  us 
back. 

At  this  time  Lieutenant  Russel,  of  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Massachusetts,  with  his  company,  was  in 
the  woods  to  the  right,  when  about  five  hundred 


of  the  enemy's  infantry  advanced  from  the  works 
with  the  intention  of  flanking  him.  They  open- 
ed a  tremendous  fire,  checking  our  further  prog- 
ress, and  the  right  would  probably  have  he&\ 
turned  by  this  overpowering  force,  but  for  the 
thick  underbrush  of  the  wo<>ds  and  the  swampj 
nature  of  the  ground,  thus  rendering  their  move- 
ments very  slow  and  difllcult 

Colonel  Gooding  at  once  ordered  the  One  Hdn- 
dred  and  Fifty-sixth  New- York,  Lieut -Colond 
Sharpe,  to  strengthen  this  position  and  drive  the 
enemy  back.  Advancing  through  the  woods  on 
the  enemy's  left,  Colonel  Sharpe  reached  their  rear 
and  flanked  them,  driving  the  rebels  before  him. 
They  were  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana  in&ntry  and 
three  companies  of  the  Seventh  Texatf  cavalry. 
the  latter  dismounted.  '  A  section  of  artillery  was 
also  posted  by  the  rebels  on  that  end  of  the  worics 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  the  force  to  flank  us. 
Suddenly  the  enemy  sent  a  powerful  force  to  the 
assistance  of  the  rebels,  as  it  was  found  that  they 
were  being  driven  at  every  point  Colonel  Sharpe 
had  now  a  much  superior  force  to  contend  a^nst 
A  sharp  musketry  fire,  by  voUeys,  was  com- 
menced and  kept  up  for  some  time,  when  word 
reaching  Colonel  Gooding  that  Colonel  Sharpe's 
force  was  outnumbered  by  the  enemy's,  the  Thirty- 
first  MassachusettsVas  immediatelj^  sent  to  reen- 
force  him. 

As  soon  as  they  arrived  a  charge  was  made  by 
Colonel  Sharpe  upon  a  strong  abattis  to  the  right 
of  the  earthworks,  in  the  woods,  about  two  hun- 
dred yards  distant,  and  hidden  entirely  from 
sight  of  the  latter  by  the  trees.  The  potation 
was  evidently  a  very  strong  one,  for  the  enemy 
had  dug  a  ditch  and  felled  trees  around  it  The 
rebels  in  the  abattis  fought  bravely,  and  our 
forces  fell  back  about  twenty  feet,  when  Sergeant 
Charles  W.  Kennedy,  of  company  I,  advancing 
to  the  front,  waved  his  musket  as  an  officer 
would  his  sword,and  impulsively  shouted:  '* Let's 
try  it  again,  boys  I  We  11  have  it  this  time !  Fol- 
low me !  "  And  the  gallant  fellow  bounding  for- 
ward, the  rest  followed,  with  a  yell,  when  the 
ditch,  obstructions  and  guns  were  passed  in  a  mo- 
ment and  the  next  instant  the  abattis  was  taken 
and  the  enemy  at  the  mercy  of  our  soldiers.  The 
latter,  eighty-six  in  number,  at  once  surrender- 
ed.    One  hundred  stand  of  arms  were  taken. 

The  abattis  was  held  by  our  men  with  little 
loss,  as  I  have  said  that  it  was  distant  fi-om  their 
works  and  batteries  about  two  hundred  yard^ 
with  dense  woods  between. 

Lieutenant  Healy's  guns  were  struck  frequent- 
ly by  the  shot  and  shell  firom  the  enemy's  batter- 
ies. One  was  disabled,  but  was  soon  repaired. 
The  rammer  of  Lieutenant  Morton's  section  of 
the  same  battery  was  cut  in  two  by  a  shell.  A 
piece  of  the  same  shell  wounded  him  sl^tly  in 
the  neck.  A  round  shot,  about  three  o'doct 
passed  very  near  Lieutenant  Morton,  catting  the 
head  off  an  infantry-man  at  his  side 

The  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-sixth  New-York. 
Colonel  Sharpe,  and  the  Thirty-first  MassaAn- 
setts,  Colonel  Hopkins,  held  the  woods  and  abattis 
all  night,  fighting  the  enemy  the  whole  time^  and 
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killing  and  wounding  a  large  number,  amongst 
the  former  a  field-officer  on  a  white  horse,  who 
rode  among  hig  men  cheering  and  inspiring  them 
on^fard. 

About  five  o^clock  p.k.,  the  Thirty-eighth  Mas- 
sachusetts having  expended  all  their  ammuni- 
tion, the  Fifty-third  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Kim- 
ball, was  ordered  by  Colonel  Qooding  to  advance 
his  line  of  skirmishers  and  relieve  the  Thirty- 
eighth. 

The  fight  continued  in  that  position  until  be- 
tween seven  and  eight  o'clock  p.m.,  when  the  fir- 
ing dosed.  All  day  there  bad  been  a  constant 
roar  of  artillery  and  musketry,  grape,  ball,  and 
shell,  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Altogether,  it 
was,  perhaps,  one  of  the  warmest  and  liveliest 
fights  ever  known.  As  I  have  stated,  the  enemy 
were  driven  at  every  point 

At  dayl^ht  in  the  morning  Colonel  Kimball, 
commanding  the  advance  line  of  skirmishers,  fail- 
ing to  discover  any  trace  of  the  enemy  in  fronts 
concluded  to  advance  his  line  to  the  enemy's 
works,  when  he  found  them  evacuated.  At  the 
same  time  Captain  W.  Irving  Allen,  of  the  Thir- 
ty-first Massachusetts,  having  his  company  de- 
ployed as  skirmishers  in  the  woods  on  the  left^ 
and  seeing  the  forward  movement  of  Colonel  Kim- 
balFs  line  of  skirmishers,  ordered  his  men  to  ad- 
vance also,  entering  the  enemy's  works,  on  the 
left  at  the  same  time.  While  this  movement  was 
taking  place  Colonel  Gooding  received  an  order 
firom  General  Emory  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  by 
an  advance  movement,  whether  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  his  works,  when  the  welcome  news 
was  received  that  the  flag  of  the  Fifty-third  Mas- 
sachusetts already  waved  over  them. 

About  one  o'clock  the  same  morning,  (Tuesday, 
April  fourteenth,)  General  Paine,  who,  with  his 
command,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a  short 
distance  in  the  rear  of  the  reserves,  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  Teche,  was  awakened  by  the  dis- 
tant rumbling  of  artillery.  Soon  after  an  officer 
fi'om  the  picket-guard  came  to  him  and  reported 
that  he  and  his  commapd  had  heard  the  noise 
since  eleven  o'clock  the  night  previous,  and  that 
the  enemv  must  either  be  evacuating,  or  was  be- 
ing reenforced.  The  former  was  thought  to  be 
the  most  probable  by  both*  of  the  officers,  and 
General  Paine  at  once  sent  word  of  what  had  oo- 
corred  to  Greneral  Emory. 

At  two  o'clock  A. v.,  an  order  firom  General 
Emory  arrived  w^h  instructions  to  send  a  com- 
pany of  skirmishers  to  ascertain  whether  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  there,  draw  their  fire,  and 
occupy  the  enemy's  works  at  once,  as  soon  as  it 
was  known  that  they  had  evacuated  them. 

Captain  Allaire,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Thir- 
ty-third New-Tork,  with  his  company,  were  at 
once  detached  by  General  Paine  for  this  purpose, 
with  orders  that  he  should  send  back  as  early  as 
possible  an  account  of  his  operations,  and  whether 
or  not  the  enemy  were  met  on  this  side  of  the 
works. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  brigade  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  the  left  wing  (Eighth  New-Hamp- 
shire) was  deployed  over  his  entire  firont^  with 


orders  to  skirmish,  if  possible,  into  the  enemy's 
breastworks. 

The  men  advanced  as  ordered,  the  brigade  fol- 
lowing closely.  No  gun  was  fired  and  no  ob- 
struction made  to  their  onward  process,  and 
in  a  short  time  the  men  of  the  Eighth  New-Hamp- 
shire were  seen  climbing  up  the  breastworks. 
While  three  rousing  cheers  were  given  firom  along 
the  line  of  intrenchments  on  each  side  of  the 
river,  the  flag  of  the  EighUi  New-Hampshire  was 
planted  on  them. 

The  whole  brigade  then  marched  in  line  of  bat- 
tle, and  followed  them  over  the  works.  Infor- 
mation was  now  sent  to  Generals  £^nks  and 
Emory  that  the  enemy  had  evacuated,  and  in  a 
short  time  a  lai^ge  force  of  cavalry,  infimtry,  and 
artillery  started  in  pursuit 

The  cavalry  of  the  rebels  had  formed  in  line  of 
battle  about  half  a  mile  firom  the  earthworks ;  but 
as  soon  as  they  saw  our  forces  mount  them,  they 
hurriedly  left. 

Before  following  the  enemy,  it  is  proper  to  state 
what  occurred  in  their  rear,  and  what  was  there- 
suit  of  General  Grover'a  expedition.  At  eight 
o'clock  on  Saturday  morning,  the  eleventh  inst. 
General  Grover's  division  left  Brashear  City  on 
the  gunboats  Clifton,  EstreUa,  Arizona,  and  Cal- 
houn, and  the  transports  Laurel  Hill,  Quinne- 
bog,  and  St  Mary's.  Two  small  tugboats  had  in 
tow  rafts  loaded  with  artillery,  munitions  of  war, 
etc  The  intention  was  to  have  left  the  night 
previous,  but  the  dense  fog  detained  them  until 
the  time  mentioned  above. 

The  whole  proceeded  up  the  Atchafalaya  River 
in  line,  the  Clifton  taking  the  lead.  As  the  load- 
ed vessels  steamed  up  the  river,  one  after  another 
passing  our  army  marching  along  the  river  road, 
hearty  cheers  were  given,  han£  and  handker- 
chiefs waved,  and  the  joy  which  shone  on  the 
faces  of  all  could  not  have  been  exceeded  if  the 
parties  had  met  after  a  long  and  dangerous  cam- 
paign, instead  of  the  few  hours  wluch  passed 
since  they  were  together.  Those  cheers,  I  thought, 
boded  no  good  to  the  enemy,  and  I  was  satined 
when  I  saw  the  spirit  of  the  men  that  they  were 
advancing  to  victory,  and  its  bold  and  brave  a 
front  woi]dd  be  shown  to  the  enemy  as  could  be 
desired.  And  so  it  proved,  for  I  question  whether 
any  men  fought  better  or  acted  more  the  soldier- 
throughout  Saai  the  gallant  fellows  composing 
the  Nineteenth  army  corps  did  in  this  rapid  and 
victorious  campaign. 

The  intention  of  Cbneral  Grover's  expedition 
was  to  get  into  the  enemy's  rear,  and,  if  possiblei 
cut  off  their  line  of  retreat  in  case  they  ^ould 
be  forced  to  evacuate  in  front,  and  in  the  event 
of  their  not  evacuating  to  attack  them  in  the  rear, 
and  thus,  under  two  fires,  compel  them  to  do  so. 

Unforseen  difficulties  in  tnmsportation,  the 
grounding  of  one  of  the  transports  near  the  en- 
trance to  Chrand  Lake,  and  a  dday  of  upward  of 
twenfy-four  hours  in  laying  off  where  a  landing 
was  desired,  detained  them  a  considerable  timei 

The  expedition  proceeded  to  Grand  Lake,  meet- 
ing no  obstruction  whatever. 

Steaming  up  the  lake  a  few  miles,  the  fieet  an* 
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chored  at  a  place  opposite  what  is  known  as  Mrs. 
Porter^s  shell-road,  about  thirty  miles  from  Bra- 
shear  City,  arriving  there  about  eight  o'clock  the 
same  evening. 

A  reconnoissance  was  now  made  on  shore  by 
the  First  Louisiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fisk,  along 
the  shell-road  leading  to  the/Teche,  from  the  lake 
to  the  rear  of  where  the  enemy  was  supposed  to 
be.  After  a  careful  examination  it  was  found  that 
the  road  was  impassable. 

Captain  Rawley,  Aid  to  General  Banks,  and 
chief  signal-officer  in  the  department,  about  three 
oVlock  the  same  afternoon  took  the  steamer 
Sykes,  proceeded  up  the  Atchafiilaya  into  the 
lake,  and  opened  communication  with  Oeneral 
Grover.  A  company  of  men  and  one  piece  of 
artillery  acisompanied  him. 

The  flotilla  now  moved  up  to  what  is  known  as 
McWiUiams's  rt>ad,  five  miles  above.  This  move- 
ment was  quietly  made  in  the  night  The  land- 
ing here  being  found  good,  and  the  road  passable, 
the  troops  commenced  disembarking  on  Sunday 
morning  at  daylight  The  First  Louisiana  and 
the  brigade  of  Colonel  Birge  landed  at  the  same 
time.  The  former  immediately  formed  in  line  of 
battle,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fisk  advanced 
with  two  companies  and  deployed  as  skirmishers 
toward  the  woods,  supported  by  Colonel  Hol- 
comb  with  the  balance  of  the  regiment 

Suddenly,  after  proceeding  a  short  distance, 
artUlery  opened  upon  our  forces  from  the  woods 
beyond  the  road,  instantly  followed  by  a  sharp 
discharge  of  musketry. 

Colonel  Fisk,  with  his  command,  was  ordered 
to  advance  into  the  woods,  while  Colonel  Holoomb 
moved  rapidly  forward  with  his  regiment  to  take 
the  enemy's  guns,  or  drive  them  back  and  ad- 
vance through  the  woods  to  the  opposite  edge, 
distant  about  three  quarters  of  a  mileu     • 

As  our  men  moved  rapidly  forward,  the  enemy 
limbered  up  his  guns  and  retreated.  Volleys  of 
musketry  were,  however,  kept  up  on  Colonel 
Holcomb's  command,  which  were  briskly  re- 
turned, the  latter  advancing  at  the  same  time. 

At  this  time  Colonel  Fisk  fell,  wounded 
through  the  leg,  and  the  men  moved  forward  with 
more  spirit,  as  if  determined  to  dearly  avenge  his 
fiill,  when  the  enemy  retreated  in  haste,  leaving 
two  prisoners  and  two  horses  in  our  hands. 

Our  force  now  advanced  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood,  which  it  held,  and  the  Twelfth  Connecti- 
cut, One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixth  New- 
York  shortly  after  arrived  as  a  support  Here 
General  Dwight  was  ordered  to  halt  and  await 
the  disembarking  of  the  remainder  of  the  divi- 
sion, while  steamers  in  the  mean  time  were  sent 
to  the  assistance  of  the  Arizona,  which  had 
grounded  a  few  miles  above  with  two  regiments 
on  board.  The  troops  were  transferred  to  the 
other  vessels  as  rapicUy  as  possible,  and  the  Ari- 
zona got  afloat,  when  the  whole  returned  to  the 
main  body.  This  caused  a  detention  of  four 
hours. 

General  Dwight  was  now  reinforced  hy  the  re- 
mainder of  his  brigade  and  Captain  Closson's 


battery  of  artillery.  The  enemy,  in  considerable 
numbers,  was  moving  about  on  the  plain  aJiead, 
and  across  the  bridges  of  the  Teche.  This  furce 
consisted  of  four  guns,  three  hundred  c&t|1i7 
and  a  few  in&ntry. 

As  soon  as  our  cavalry  and  artillery  ani?ed  at 
the  frxint,  the  former  was  sent  to  occupy  and  hold 
the  junction  of  the  Lake  road,  together  with  the 
road  that  runs  parallel  with  the  Teche. 

The  rebels  moved  forward  upon  this  body  with 
their  cavalry  and  artillery,  compelling  it  to  fall 
back. 

A  section  of  Closson's  battciy,  with  CoIoqcI 
Cassidy's  Sixth  New- York  regiment,  was  now 
sent  forward  with  a  support,  for  the  puipose  of 
effecting  the  same  object,  when  the  enemy,  see- 
ing this  body  advance,  retreated  across  the  Teche, 
at  McWilliiuns's  plantation,  .burning  the  bridge 
behind  them,  and  proceeding  to  the  bridge  at 
Madame  Porter*  s  plantation,  attempted  to  fire  it 
also ;  but  our  artillery  and  infantry,  having  by 
this  time  got  possession  of  the  junction  of  the 
roads,  prevented  its  destruction,  extinguished  the 
fire  and  compelled  the  negroes  on  the  plantation 
to  repair  the  damage  already  done. 

The  enemy  now  started  for  a  bridee  about  fire 
hundred  yards  lower  down  the  Tedie,  with  the 
intention  of  destroying  it,  but  our  artillery  open- 
ing upon  them  and  the  cavalry  harassing  them, 
they  retreated  without  accomplishing  their  pur- 
pose. Shortiy  after  noon  we  had  full  possessioo 
of  the  bridge  at  Madame  Porter's,  which  was 
now  in  good  repair. 

About  this  time  an  order  to  halt  was  given, 
when  General  Dwight  received  instructions  from 
General  Grover  to  remain  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  Teche,  and  keep  possession  of  the  bridges. 
The  brigade  remained  in  this  position  until  fire 
o^clock  P.M.,  the  remainder  of  the  force  crossiDg 
to  the  other  side. 

When  all  were  over.  General  Dwight  was  or- 
dered to  bum  the  lower  bridge,  at  which  his  com- 
mand was,  and  with  his  bngikde  cross  the  ooe 
which  oftr  forces  had  already  passed  over. 

This  was  accomplished,  and  the  troops  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night 

Captain  Rawley  now  communicated  with  Gen- 
eral Grover,  and  returned  to  headquarters  where 
he  arrived  at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening.  It  was 
supposed  that  both  sides  of  the  Atcha&laya  were 
lined  with  rebel  troops,  which  was  the  reason  of 
artillery  and  in&ntry  accompanying  the  Sykes. 
No  resistance,  however,  was  made,  and  but  a  few 
of  the  enemy  were  seen,  and  they  retreated  with- 
out firing. 

On  Monday  morning,  April  thirteenth,  shortly 
after  daylight,  the  division  agun  advanced.  Colo- 
nel Birge's  brigade  in  firont,  followed  by  the  bri* 
ffAes  of  General  Dwight  and  Colonel  Kimball. 
Lieutenant  Rogers's  battery  was  in  the  advance 
with  Captains  Closson's  and  Nim's  batteries  in 
reserve. 

About  seven  o'clock  a.ii.  the  advance  reached 
the  edge  of  a  dense  line  of  woods,  near  what  i£ 
known  as  Irish  B^d,  (a  sharp  bend  of  the  TecheJ 
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about  eleren  miles  distant  fkt>m  the  rebel  earth- 
works, where  General  Banks  was  engaging  the 

¥ere  oar  force  was  met  by  a  strong  one  of  the 
rebels,  in  position,  from  the  bank  of  the  Teche, 
across  the  front  and  right  flank  of  General  Gro- 
ver's  division. 

The  enemy  was  strongly  posted  at  this  pointy 
their  right  flank  supported  by  artillery,  and  their 
left  extending  round  into  another  wood,  in  such 
a  manner  as  to  completely  encircle  any  force 
which  should  simply  attack  their  position  in  the 
wood  first  spoken  of. 

Colonel  Biree,  of  the  Thu*d  brigade,  of  Gene- 
ral GroTer's  diyision,  at  this  time  in  command  of 
the  advance,  and  supported  by  two  sections  of 
Rogers's  battery,  now  skirmished  with  the  rebels 
in  front  for  about  an  hour,  our  skirmishers  and 
their  supports  engaging  the  in&ntry  and  dis- 
mounted cavalry  of  the  enemy.  Colonel  Birge 
then  ordered  the  Twenty-flith  Connecticut  and 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  New- York  in  front 
of  the  first  skirt  of  woods. 

He  had  no  sooner  done  this,  than  the  enemy 
commenced  a  flank  attack,  endeavoring  to  take 
the  section  of  Rogers's  battery  which  was  on  the 
right 

These  two  r^ments,  assailed  by  a  fire  on  their 
front  and  right  from  an  enemy  very  perfectly  con- 
cealed, replied  inefiTectually  to  the  fire,  became 
Rhaken,  and  finally  commenced  to  fall  back,  when 
General  Grov^er  n>de  up  to  the  front  and  rallied 
•  them,  at  the  same  time  ordering  General  Dwight 
to  hasten  up  with  his  brigade. 

The  section  of  Rogers's  battery  was  compelled 
to  limber  up  and  go  the  rear,  the  fire  of  the  en- 
emy bdng  so  lively  as  to  pick  off  nine  cannoneers 
at  their  guns. 

At  this  time  General  Dwight  moved  on  to  the 
field  with  his  brigade,  and  placed  the  Sixth  New- 
York  on  his  right,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  out- 
flank the  enemy's  left,  in  a  similar  way  that  the 
enemy  outflanked  our  right. 

The  Ninety-first  New- York  was  ordered  in 
front  to  advance  against  the  woods,  with  the 
First  Louisiana  supporting  the  Sixth  New-York, 
and  the  Twenty-second  Maine  and  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-first  New- York  in  support  of  the  Nine- 
ty-first New-York. 

The  order  to  advance  was  given,  and,  like 
veterans,  they  moved  forward  across  the  field, 
through  the  woods,  and  over  another  field,  the 
enemy  slowly  but  surely  falling  back  before 
them,  sweeping  on,  taking  from  him  all  his  po- 
sitions, and  finally  compelling  him  to  so  hasty  a 
retreat  that  he  left  over  one  hundx^  prisoners 
in  our  hands.  Then  the  position  which  Colonel 
Birge's  brigade  ftiled  to  take,  with  a  loss  of 
something  over  three  hundred  men,  was  taken 
^J  Genend  Dwight,  with  a  loss  of  only  sevm 
killed  and  twenty-one  wounded. 

General  Dwight  was  ordered  to  halt,  take  a 
&vorable  position,  and  hold  it 

This  was  done,  the  en<»ny  continuing  to  ma- 
noeuvre in  front  of  General  Dwight' s  and  Colonel 
Birgo's  commands  for  two  or  tburee  hours. 


The  Diana  did  but  very  little  harm  during  the 
whole  of  this  time. 

Our  troops  in  the  mean  time  had  been  ordered 
by  General  Grover  to  rest  in  their  places  until 
further  orders,  which  they  did  until  about  three 
P.M.,  when  an  order  was  given  to  feel  the  enemy 
on  the  front  and  fianhf  with  a  view  to  our  attack- 
ing their  position  in  force. 

Before  any  considerable  advance  further  was 
made,  the  enemy  evacuated,  retreating  to  the 
woods  and  canes ;  having  previously  set  fire  to 
the  gunboat  Diana  and  transports  Gossamer, 
Newsboy,  and%ra  No.  2. 

The  retreat  was  aoc<»nplished  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  prevent  effectual  pursuit 

The  rebel  prisoners  represent  that  they  had 
upward  of  five  thousand  men  engaged  in  this 
affair,  and  that  they  came  up  with  the  intention 
of  driving  General  Grover's  division  across  the 
Bayou  Teche  before  General  Banks's  force  could 
arrive ;  but  they  were  signally  repulsed,  with  a 
loss  of  from  three  to  four  hundred. 

On  the  field  of  battle  one  hundred  and  five 
prisoners  were  taken  and  thirty  wounded.    \^ 

Among  the  killed  is  General  Riley,  and  among 
the  wounded  Colonel  Gray. 

The  prisoners  also  report  that  General  Dick 
Taylor  advanced  in  force  on  the  flank,  and  was 
in  command  of  the  whole.  *^  Sibley  was  there," 
they  say,  "but  he  was  not  in  the  fight,  and 
never  is." 

About  one  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners  in  all 
were  captured  by  General  Grover's  command. 

Immediately  on  Uie  retreat  a  reoonnoissance 
was  sent  out,  which  met  a  courier  from  the  ad- 
.vance  of  General  Banks's  army,  when  the  news 
arrived  for  the  first  time  that  the  enemy  had 
evacuated  his  works  at  Beasland. 

At  an  early  hour  on  Tuesday  morning,  April 
fourteenth,  our  cavalry  and  artillery,  followed  by 
Gen.  Weitzel's  brigade,  with  CoL  Ingraham's,  of 
Emory's  division,  as  a  support,  staged  in  pur- 
suit of  the  enemy.  Two  regiments  of  Colonel 
Ingraham's  brigade  were  detached  and  sent  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Teche,  keeping  in  a  line 
with  the  others,  while  the  remainder  of  General 
Emory's  division  brought  up  the  rear  of  the  main 
body  on  the  west  bank.  Between  one  and  two 
hundred  prisoners  a  day  have  been  captured. 

A  better  position  for  throwing  up  fortifications 
and  earthworks,  and  resisting  successfully  an 
advancing  army,  was  perhims  never  seen. 

Exten(Sng  from  Grand  Lake  on  our  right  to 
the  Teche,  vrith  obstructions  across  that  stream, 
and  a  continuation  of  the  earthworks  on  the  left, 
to  the  impassable  woods  and  swampy  ground, 
the  whole  nearly  two  miles  in  length,  was  alone 
of  sufficient  strength  for  a  small  force  to  keep  an 
army  at  bay  for  some  time ;  but  when  we  add  that 
all  along  the  works  ran  a  deep  natural  ditch  or 
bayou,  and  that  the  rieht  and  left  of  each  line  on 
both  sides  of  the  ditch  could  not  be  flanked,  it 
will  be  seen  what  a  formidable  barrier  was  before 
our  army  in  its  front 

The  earthworks  were  about  three  feet  and  a 
half  high  and  four  through,  piles  being  driven  on 
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the  enemy^s  side,  for  the  parpose  of  strengthen- 
ing them.  They  followed  the  course  ci  the 
ditch,  which  had  many  and  sharp  turns.  In 
some  places,  where  the  works  were  higher  than 
the  guns,  the  earth  was  cut  away,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  a  dear  range.  On  the  west  side, 
to  the  left,  ran  the  unfinished  line  of  the  New- 
Orleans  and  Opelousas  Railroad,  with  a  slight 
wooden  plank  bridge  thrown  over  the  bayou. 
This  was  the  termination  of  the  line  of  fortifica- 
tions. On  the  same  side,  at  the  right  end,  was 
a  small  redoubt,  with  the  famous  thirty-two 
pounder  (columbiad)  still  in  position.  In  their 
haste  the  enemy  had  left  without  spiking  it 
Two  dismantled  caissons  lay  near  it  The 
ground  around  the  gun  was  literally  piled  with 
shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  cartridges,  and  even 
powder.  In  addition  to  this,  both  the  boxes  in 
the  caissons  were  filled  with  ammunition.  What 
appeared  to  interest  lookers-on  more  than  any 
thing  else  around  here,  was  a  pile  of  broken-up 
bars  of  iron,  grates,  bolts,  etc,  in  pieces  of  from 
one  to  two  inches  in  length  and  thickness,  which 
the /rebels  used  in  lieu  of  grape  and  canister, 
though  I  noticed  several  cases  of  the  former  in- 
clos^  in  iron  rings,  the  balls  about  one  and  a 
half  inches  through.  Near  the  woods,  in  a  ditch, 
I  saw  one  of  the  famous  twelve-pound  brass  field- 
pieces  of  Valverde's  battery.  One  of  our  shells 
struck  and  dismounted  it  Another  piece  was 
said  to  be  in  the  woods  dismounted  also.  I  did 
not  see  it  The  works  were  shot  away  and 
broken  in  many  places.  When  I  arrived  all  the 
dead  had  been  buried.  Upward  of  forty  horses, 
however,  lay  around  dead.  On  the  opposite  side 
of  the  river  there  was  about  half  that  number. 

The  Beasland  plantation  extends  on  both  sides 
of  the  Teche,  covering  an  area  of  from  two  thou- 
sand five  hundred  to  three  thousand  acres.  Be- 
tween seven  and  eight  hundred  hogsheads  of 
sugar  were  raised  yearly  on  this  plantation  before 
the  war  broke  out  Nearly  two  hundred  negroes 
were  employed. 

Thomas  Beasland,  the  owner  of  this  large 
plantation,  is  now  a  quartermaster  in  a  Missis- 
sippi regiment  It  is  said  that  he  was  compelled 
to  enter  the  army  against  his  wishes.  He  has 
only  been  three  or  four  months  in  it  Mr.  Beas- 
land, a  few  years  ago,  married  the  daughter  of 
John  Brownson,  Esq.,  of  Brooklyn,  (a  million- 
aire.) The  former  is  now  thirty-two  years  of 
age.  Mrs.  Beasland  is  about  twenty-six.  They 
have  two  small  children. 

A  little  fiirther  along  the  road,  to  the  rights 
were  rifle-pits,  and  beyond  them  a  fort  of  con- 
siderable size,  with  a  star  fi'ont  There  were  no 
signs  of  its  having  been  recently  in  use.  In  this 
neighborhood  were  the  destroyed  buildings  of  a 
large  plantation.  The  mansion  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  the  lawn  and  shrubbery  were  cover- 
ed with  rubbish  and  broken  statues.  In  the  gar- 
den (which  was  now  a  ruin)  was  a  silent  fbuntain, 
a  dilapidated  summer-house,  and  more  broken 
statues.  To  the  right,  across  the  road,  was  a 
•ttgar-house  and  saw-mill,  both  literally  broken 


to  pieces  by  our  shot  and  shell,  hundreds  of 
which  had  struck  ihe  buildings,  which  were  in 
sight  and  range  of  nearly  all  oiur  artillery.  To 
the  left  were  we  negro  quarters,  tenantless.  In 
one  building  I  counted  twoity-nine  hogsheads 
and  barrels  filled  with  salt  beef^  beans,  sugar, 
pork,  and  corn-meal.  This  belonged  to  the  en- 
emy, and  is  said  to  be  all  the  army  food  they  had 
in  that  neighborhood. 

Reveille  at  four,  breakfast  at  hv^  march  at 
six,  was  the  order  sent  round  to  the  different 
commands  on  Tuesday  night  and  at  the  latter 
hour  on  Wednesday  morning  the  advance  and 
pursuit  were  continued. 

I  have  already  given  an  account  of  the  lo!«  of 
the  gunboat  Diana,  and  transports  Newsboy, 
Gossamer,  and  Era  No.  2,  near  Franklin,  on 
Monday.  The  next  day,  about  sundown,  the 
Hart  (iron-dad)  was  towed  across  the  Tedie, 
two  miles  below  New-Iberia,  scuttled  and  fired. 
She  was  not  yet  completed.  She  promised  to  be 
one  of  the  most  formidable,  when  finished,  that 
the  South  have  built  She  was  clad  with  rail- 
road iron  dovetailed  together.  Her  armament 
was  very  heavy.  A  rifled  thirty-pounder  Dahl- 
gren  on  her  bow  and  a  large  brass  gun  on  the 
stem,  with  their  carriages,  are  perfect,  and  will 
be  saved.  The  Hart,  as  the  rebels  intraded  she 
should  be,  proved  a  very  serious  obstruction, 
and  when  I  left  (three  days  after)  she  still  lay  as 
she  sunk. 

So  rapid  did  our  army  follow  np  the  enemy 
that  they  had  no  time  to  get  their  transports  at* 
New-Iberia  away,  and  the  Blue  Hammock,  Darby, 
Louise,  Unde  Tommy,  and  Cricket  were  all  either 
fired  or  sunk.  All  the  coramis.sary  stores  and 
ammunition  with  which  these  transports  w<3Y^ 
loaded  were  destroyed  with  them.  The  Coroie 
(the  hospital  boat  mentioned  in  company  with  the 
Diana)  was  captured  near  New-Iberia  the  day 
previous.  When  our  forces  saw  her  stepped  by 
the  Diana  she  was  on  her  way  to  New4beriawith 
her  load  of  wounded.  The  commander  of  the 
Diana  warned  her  not  to  proceed  any  fbrtber.  as 
General  Grover  was  in  die  neighborhood;  but 
advised  that  he  should  return  to  Franklin,  remote 
the  wounded  on  shore,  and  destroy  her  by  firei 

She  ac6ordin^y  returned,  but  was  compelled 
to  surrender  to  our  forces  before  even  her  wound- 
ed were  landed.  The  Gomie,  with  her  crew  and 
nearly  sixty  wounded  prisoners,  steamed  to  the 
side  of  the  dock,  when  her  wounded  were  landed 
Fortunately,  on  board  her  were  Capt  Jewett  and 
Lieut  Alice,  two  of  our  officers  who  were  cap- 
tured and  refused  parole  when  the  Diana  wts 
first  capturdd  by  the  enemy. 

We  arrived  at  New-Iberia  on  Thursday.  H«* 
a  large  foundry  was  taken  possession  of  by  oar 
forces.  A  similar  one  was  seised  at  Franklin  two 
days  previous.  They  were  used  for  manofto- 
turing  cannon,  munitions  of  war,  gnn-carria^ 
etc  wA  large  saw-mill  was  also  talran  possesfBoo 
of  at  the  former  place,  and  two  reeiments  ami  to 
take  possession  ik  the  ^ebrated  New-Iberia  Salt- 
Worka.    The  latter  wiU  prwre  one  of  tits  moA 
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serious  losses  which  the  enemy  have  met  with  in 
this  line,  as  the  whole  of  the  South  was  furnished 
irith  large  quantities  of  salt  from  these  mines. 

On  Thursday  afternoon  a  dashing  cavabr 
charge  was  made  h^  Major  Rohinson^s  command. 
The>companies  were  Williamson^s,  Barrett's,  Per- 
kins's, and  a  Massachusetts  company.  The  rear- 
guard of  the  enemy's  cavahy,  which  for  two  days 
bad  desperately  attempted  to  check  o\A  pursmt, 
made  a  stand  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  our 
party.  They  numbered  nearly  two  to  our  one, 
and  when  our  party  approached  them  a  charge 
was  made  upon  the  enemy's  body  with  such 
bravery  and  impetuosity  that,  completely  taken 
bj  sorptise,  they  made  a  feeble  resistance,  and 
turned  and  fled  in  great  disorder.  They  were 
chased  nearly  four  miles.  Serenty-flve  prisoners 
were  captured.  A  halt  was  at  last  ordered,  as 
the  enemy's  in&ntry  had  massed  in  considerable 
force  to  receive  us.  We  lost  ten  wounded  and 
fifteen  horses  killed.  The  names  of  the  wounded 
men  are  given  below.  One  of  our  men  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  enemy.  He  could  not  check  his 
horse.  In  a  second  charge  he  was  rescued  by  our 
men.  General  Emory  complimented  the  com- 
manders for  this  brilliant  affair. 

When  I  left  General  Banks's  headquarters  on 
Friday  morning,  at  ten  o'clock,  four  miles  above 
New-Iberia  or  Newtown,  (the  army  having  been 
advancing  from  theneighborhoipd  since  six  o^clock 
A.M.,)  we  had  already  captured  between  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  one  thousand  five  hundred 
prisoners.  Some  were  barefooted,  others  without 
blankets  and  hatless,  and  all  meanly  and  scantily 
dressed  in  coarse  home-spun. 

Between  two  and  three  o'clock  on  Monday 
aflemoon  General  Banks  and  staff  were  in  the 
rear  of  the  advance  column  a  short  distance,  when 
a  shell  from  the  enemy  passed  directly  over  the 
General's  head,  apparently  not  more  than  six  or 
eight  feet^  striking  the  euih  within  five  feet  of 
Captain  Dunham's  horse,  which  was  galloping  at 
foil  speed,  as  that  officer  at  the  time  was  carrying 
a  despatch  from  General  Banks  to  General  Weit- 
zeL  The  shell  ricochetted  and  buried  itself  in 
the  earth  not  three  feet  from  an  infantry-man  who 
was  sitting  on  the  ground,  covering  him  with 
ettth.  Half  an  hour  later  the  General  and  staff 
were  riding  up  the  road  to  the  front,  and  when 
nearly  abreast  of  the  sugar-house  a  shell  entered 
the  ground  but  a  few  feet  ahead.  Others  falling 
to  the  right,  left,  and  around  them,  rendered  it 
perhaps  one  of  the  warmest  places  that  any  com- 
mander and  staff  were  ever  in.  General  Banks 
coolly  remarked,  **  I  think  we  are  a  little  too  fiir 
in  the  advance,"  upon  which  they  rode  leisurely 
back  to  the  right  of  one  of  tl|e  columns  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle.  While  they  were  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  sugar-house  I  counted  no  less 
than  eight  shots  which  struck  the  road  and  earth 
near  them,  all  within  half  an  hour. 

About  three  o'clock  on  SundAy  afternoon  a 
solid  shot  from  one  of  the  enemy's  batteriea^ 
passed  between  Golonel  Ingraham,  commanding 
a  brigade  in  General  Emory's  division,  and  Colo- 
nel Blanchard,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty-second 


New-York.  They  were  conversing  together,  some 
distance  apart,  and  a  little  in  front  of  the  line  of 
battle,  when  the  shot  struck  the  ground  a  few 
yards  in  advance,  ricochetting  completely  over 
Golonel  Blanchard' s*  head,  horse  and  all,  after- 
ward striking  the  ground  between  the  Colonels. 
It  was  a  very  narrow  escape.  As  the  ball  buried 
itself  in  the  ground  the  men  set  up  a  cheer.  It 
was  repeatedly  told  me  by  several  officers  that 
the  soldiers  in  line  of  battle  would  make  a  remark 
or  criticise  every  shot  and  shell  of  interest,  and 
many  of  their  expressions  being  excellent  jokes, 
they  would  be  received  with  roars  of  laughter. 
There  was  a  perfect  absence  of  fear  among  the 
men.  And  while  I  am  upon  the  subject,  I  may 
as  well  state  that  nearly  every  regiment,  and  many 
of  the  batteries  and  cavalry  companies,  were 
never  engaged  in  battle  before,  and  several  of  the 
two  former  were  now  for  the  first  time  under  fire. 
I  have  the  authority  and  word  of  honor  from 
nearly  all  the  commanders  to  state  that  they  never 
saw  men  fight  better  or  appear  in  better  spirits 
throughout  than  these  soldiers,  comprising  the 
Nineteenth  army  corps.  I  have  looked  for  and 
even  asked  to  be  informed  of  a  case  of  cowardice, 
and  pledge  my  word  that  I  neither  saw  nor  heard 
of  one. 

Lieutenant  John  Freer,  of  company  D,  was 
shot  in  the  stomach  at  the  head  of  his  company, 
just  before  the  charge,  while  leading  on  his  men. 
The  shot  was  fatal.  On  receiving  the  ball,  he 
staggered  and  fell,  exclaiming:  *^  My  God,  I  am 
shot ;  tell  my  wife  that  I  died  doing  my  duty." 
He  was  a  native  of  EUenville,  Ulster  County,  was 
married  about  three  months  ago,  and  was  a  young 
man  about  twenty-six  years  of  age. 

Private  A.  Grunley,  of  company  D,  of  the 
same  regiment,  about  this  time  exchanged  several 
shots  vrith  a  rebel  hid  behind  a  tree.  As  the 
latter  advanced  to  fire,  both  pieces  were  dischai^ed 
at  the  same  instant  The  rebel  was  shot  dead, 
while  the  ball  from  his  musket  grazed  Grimley's 
head. 

When  Colonel  Simball  moved  on  the  right 
works  on  Tuesday  morning,  after  the  evacuation, 
Grimley  had  the  curiosity  to  look  behind  the  tree 
to  see  whether  his  late  enemy  was  lying  there 
dead  as  was  supposed.  There  indeed  he  lay,  his 
face  upturned,  with  a  hole  in  the  centre  of  his 
forehead,  showing  where  the  ball  entered.  On 
turning  the  body  over,  it  was  discovered  that  it 
had  passed  completely  through.  His  death  must 
have  been  instantaneous. 

Twenty-five  others  of  the  rebel  dead  lay  along 
the  inside  of  the  breastworks,  while  seyend  fresh 
graves  marked  the  places  where  others  had  been 
interred. 

,  A  shell  burst  directly  over  Colonel  Gooding's 
head  about  four  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon, 
scattering  the  pieces  in  every  direction. 

Another  time  a  shower  of  grape  whistled  on  aU 
sides  of  him. 

While  riding  across  the  field  with  Captain 
Fordham,  his  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  a  little 
later,  a  round  shot  struck  the  ground  some  dis- 
tance ahead,  ricochetted  again  and  again  in  a 
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direct  line,  and  rolled  harmlessly  at  their  h(»«e8' 
feet 

A  young  rebel,  about  eighteen  years  of  age,  be- 
longing to  the  Eighteenth  Louisiana,  was  about 
sundown  shot  through  the  stomach  and  taken 
prisoner.  He  asked  Lieutenant  Bailey  for  a  drink 
of  water.  When  ^ren  to  him  he  thanked  him 
very  kindly,  prayed  that  God  would  bless  and 
prosper  him.  He  said  that  he  would  never  have 
fought  against  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  but  he  was 
forced  to  do  so,  and  frankly  admitted  that  the 
South  was  in  the  wrong.  He  said :  "  This  is  a 
dying  man's  last  word."  It  was  even  so,  for  in  a 
few  minutes  he  expired. 

One  of  the  first  questions  the  rebels  asked  our 
men  after  they  were  captured  was :  "  What  kind  of 
guns  have  you  got  ?  Why,  they  will  carry  a  mile ! 
We  never  saw  such  firing."  One  asked  :  "Are  all 
your  men  fiharp-shooters?"  Another  said:  "If  we 
looked  over  our  breastworks,  got  behind  trees  or 
into  ditches,  we  were  shot,  and  I  believe  that  if  I 
had  put  my  hand  up  I  could  have  caught  a  hand- 
ful of  bullets."  Patrick  Fitzgerald,  of  company 
H,  Fourth  Wisconsin,  and  orderly  to  General 
Paine,  accompanied  the  latter  over  the  field  and 
in  every  fight  He  was  on  horseback  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  fighting,  and  was  the  one  near- 
est the  Diana  when  the  first  shell  struck  her. 
Finding  that  his  riding  about  the  field  drew  the 
fire  of  the  enemy  in  that  direction,  General  Paine 
ordered  him  to  dismount  The  order  was  scarcely 
obeyed,  and  the  last  foot  out  of  the  stirrup,  when 
a  shell,  which  had  been  heard  for  some  seconds 
humming  toward  them,  passed  within  three  feet 
of  the  two  soldiers  and  cut  away  the  top  of  the 
saddle.     Patrick  is  only  seventeen  years  of  age. 

Those  wounded  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Beasland 
on  Sunday  and  Monday,  were  placed  in  hospitals 
by  the  side  of  the  road,  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  the  battle-field.  The  following  surgeons 
were  in  charge,  and  nobly  did  their  duty : 

Post  hospital  No.  1,  Emory's  division. — ^Dr. 
W.  B.  Eager,  Jr.,  in  charge ;  Drs.  W.  H.  Hozier 
and  E.  C.  Clark,  assistants.  • 

Post  hospital  No.  2,  Emory's  division. — Dr. 
Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  in  charge;  Drs.  Ward  and 
Smith,  assistants. 

Post  hospital  No.  1,  Weitzel's  brigade. — ^Dr. 
M.  D.  Benedict,  Medical  Director  of  the  brigade. 
Chief  Surgeon,  Dr.  George  Benedict,  Assistant 

NEW-ORLEANS  "ERA"  ACCOUNT. 

Nkw-Oklbamb,  April  29. 

We  have  not  until  to-day  been  able  to  obtain  a 
full  account  from  an  eye-witness  of  the  important 
part  taken  by  General  Grover's  division  in  the 
severe  struggle  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
instant        r 

The  fight  took  place  near  Irish  or  Indian  Bend, 
between  the  Teche  and  Grand  Lake,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  thirteenth,  and  culminated  in  the  re- 
treat of  the  enemy,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
Diana  on  the  fourteenth. 

From  several  participants  in  the  fight  we  are 
now  enabled  to  relate  we  facts  as  they  occurred 
in  some  detaiL 


On  the  morning  of  Uie  thirteenth  instant,  it 
daylight.  General  Grover's  division,  comprising 
three  brigades,  arrived  at  Indian  (sometimes  called 
Irish)  Bend,  on  Grand  Lake,  and  prepared  to  land. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fisk,  of  the  First  Louisitna 
infantry,  was  the  first  to  Uuid,  with  two  compa- 
nies from  his  regiment,  one  of  which  he  employed 
as  skirmishers,  and  the  other  he  kept  in  reserve. 
The  spot  chosen  for  the  disembarkation  wis  i 
plain  or  clearing,  of  a  semi-circular  shape,  aboat 
three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  diameter,  through 
which  ran  a  road  to  the  woods,  at  a  right  ai^le 
from  the  lake.  Lieutenant-C<donel  Fisk  foUowed 
this  road  toward  the  woods,  and  when  within  a 
short  distance,  discovered  the  enemy,  afterward 
ascertained  to  be  about  three  hundred  strong. 
These  were  undoubtedly  the  force  designed  to  act 
as  sharp-shooters  on  the  Queen  of  the  West  As 
we  have  already  published,  from  the  Opeloasas 
Courier^  this  force  of  three  hundred  sharp-shooters 
was  cut  off  by  General  Grover^s  forces,  and  it  is 
thought  they  had  subsequently  been  used  as  skir- 
mishers for  the  land  force.  They  had  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  from  which  they  opened  a  brisk  fire 
on  Lieutenant  Colonel-Fisk's  two  companies.  The 
fire  was  returned  by  our  men,  and  the  skirmisbiiig 
between  those  forces  lasted  for  about  three  quar- 
ters of  an  hour ;  when  Colonel  Holcomb  arrived 
at  the  head  of  five  more  companies  of  the  same 
regiment,  and  made  a  rapid  charge  into  the  woods 
where  the  enemy  was  concealed.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fisk  was  wounded  in  the  preliminaiy 
skirmish,  and  lost  about  fifteen  men.  lie  wis 
struck  in  the  calf  of  the  leg,  and  soon  beoomiog 
exhausted  from  loss  of  blood,  was  compelled  to 
go  to  the  rear,  and  mount  a  cart  which  he  found 
there,  upon  which  he  followed  up  with  the  pur- 
suit, which  succeeded  the  arrival  of  Colonel  llol- 
comb. 

The  strip  of  woods  here  was  about  a  mile  in 
width,  and  the  three  hundred  retreated  across  it 
closely  pursued  by  Colonel  Holcomb,  until  they 
formed  a  junction  with  the  main  body  of  the  rebeb 
who  were  advantageously  posted  around  and  be- 
hind a  sugar-house  on  a  large'  plantation.  Fol- 
lowing closely  after  Colonel  Holcomb,  came  Liea- 
tenant-Colonel  Warner  with  the  Thirteenth  Con- 
necticut, Colonel  Molineauz,  w^ith  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-ninth  New- York,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cassidy  with  the  Sixth  New-York  Bn- 
gadier-General  Dwight  of  the  First  brigade,  was 
with  this  force,  and  of  course  in  command. 

The  enemy,  as  before  stated,  was  posted  upon 
an  open  field,  near  the  sugar-house,  and  consisted, 
as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  of  a  considerable 
force  of  infantry,  four  well-handled  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery and  about  e^ht  hundred  Texas  cavalry. 

General  Dwight  formed  his  line  of  battle,  mder 
cover  of  the  woods,  with  the  Thirteraith  Connecti- 
cut on  his  right,  where  he  held  the  enemy  in 
check  without  artillery  for  about  an  hour,  vben 
General  Grover  arrived  with  Closson^s  battery  of 
six  pi^s.  An  artillery  duel  was  now  op^Md, 
which  was  of  a  very  spirited  nature,  but  without 
much  loss  of  life  on  either  side,  and  resulting  in 
the  retreat  of  the  enemy.     Pursuit  was  made^ 
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daring  which  an  annoying  fire  from  the  fbur  pieces 
of  artillery  was  kept  up  on  our  advanced  skir- 
mishers. 

On  crossing  the  bridge  over  the  Teche  at  Mrs. 
Porter's  plantation,  the  Texas  cavalry  were  dis- 
mounted and  ordered  to  make  a  stand  and  des- 
troy the  bridge,  with  the  intention  to  check  Gen- 
eral Grover's  advance.  The  importance  of  this 
bridge  was  fully  appreciated  by  both  command- 
ers, and  General  Grover  ordered  Captain  Bar- 
ret's cavalry,  reenforced  by  twenty-five  mounted 
in&ntiy  from  the  First  Louisiana,  to  charge  the 
enemy  and  save  the  bridge  at  all  hazards. 

A  most  furious,  brilliant,  and  successful  charge 
was  made  by  this  cavalry  force,  the  Texans  were 
driven  across  the  Teche,  and  the  bridge  was 
saved  This  was  the  most  important  achieve- 
ment performed  by  any  of  our  forces  from  the 
time  of  the  debarkation  up  to  this  hour.  The 
destruction  of  the  bridge  would  have  efiectually 
stopped  the  pursuit 

Artillery  firing  was  kept  up  after  our  cavalry 
had  secured  the  bridge,  but  without  much  of  any 
result  The  night  closed  around  General  Grover' s 
division  encamped  in  a  strong  position,  with  the 
Third  brigade,  Colonel  Birge,  thrown  forward  as 
an  advance. 

SECOIfD    DAY^S    nOHT. 

At  five  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  four- 
teenth, the  whole  division  again  got  in  motion, 
and  marched  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  who 
was  between  our  forces  and  the  town  of  Franklin, 
about  three  miles  above  the  latter.  At  the  end 
of  half  an  hour  he  was  encountered  pretty  strong- 
ly posted  under  cover  of  the  woods,  and  on  the 
bani(  of  the  Teche.  As  soon  as  it  was  known 
that  the  moment  for  action  had  arrived.  General 
Grover  formed  his  troops  in  line  of  battle,  as  fol- 
lows: 

He  established  his  headquarters  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  enemy's  front,  and  sent  the 
Third  brigade  on  to  make  the  attack.  General 
(Tver's  army  were  in  a  heavily  ploughed  field, 
the  deep  furrows  of  which  materially  retarded 
marching.  He  stationed  two  brigades,  the  First 
and  Second,  a  little  to  the  rear  of  his  headquar- 
ters, planted  a  section  of  artillery  on  a  line  with 
him  to  his  right,  and  another  to  the  left  Still 
Airther  to  the  left  he  stationed  Nim's  battery  in 
the  road,  with  orders  to  act  as  a  reserve. 

Colonel  (Acting  Brigadier-General)  Birge  now 
advanced  in  j^^ne  of  battle,  with  the  Thirteenth 
Connecticut  on  the  left,  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-ninth  New-York  in  the  centre,  and  the 
Ninety-first  New-York  on  the  right  The  Twenty- 
iifth  Connecticut,  Colonel  Bissell,  and  the  Twen- 
ty-sixth Maine,  Colonel  Hubbard,  were  deployed 
to  advance  as  skirmishers.  While  this  force  was 
advancing  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of  the  heavily 
ploughed  field  would  permit,  an  extraordinary 
fire  was  kept  up  by  the  field  artillery  on  l>oth 
sides,  the  rebels  having  some  advantage  in  posi- 
tion, and  tikey  are  said  to  have  handled  their  four 
guns  vrith  admirable  skill  and  rapidity. 

The  two  raiments  in  advance  soon  came  upon 
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a  large  infantry  force  of  the  enemy,  and  a  furious 
fire  of  musketry  followed.  This  skirmishing  re- 
sembled more  a  general  engagement  between  re- 
spectable bodies  of  troops  than  it  did  a  skirmish. 
Our  loss  was  quite  severe  here,  being  about 
seventy  each  in  the  two  regiments,  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Connecticut  and  the  Twenty-sixth  Maine. 
But  the  main  body  of  the  brigade  was  marching 
up  at  double-quick,  led  on  by  the  almost  too  in- 
trepid Colonel  Birge,  and  soon  passed  the  point 
where  the  skirmishers  were  holding  ground 
against  a  fire  of  musketry  at  not  more  than  one 
hundred  yards'  distance.  For  some  reason,  the 
Ninety-first  New- York,  on  arriving  at  the  line  of 
the  skirmishers,  made  a  halt  under  cover  of  a 
ditch,  while  the  left  (Thirteenth  Connecticut)  and 
centre  (One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth  New- York) 
kept  marching  on  toward  the  enemy.  This  halt- 
ing gave  the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  a  chance  to 
flank  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth,  and  he 
was  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  mistake. 
Colonel  Molineaux  now  found  his  regiment  in  a 
most  precarious  position,  suffering  from  an  enfi- 
lade &*e  from  the  enemy's  centre  and  advanced 
left  wing.  He  accordingly  gave  the  order  to  halt 
and  lie  down.  In  this  position  he  was  compara- 
tively safe ;  and  in  the  mean  while  the  Ninety- 
first  New- York  recovering  from  the  error  into 
which  it  had  fallen,  and  which  caused  a  most 
serious  loss  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-ninth, 
came  nobly  up  to  its  proper  place,  and  drove  the 
left  wing  of  the  enemy  firom  his  position ;  and  at 
the  same  time  Colonel  Molineaux  gave  the  orders 
to  up  and  advance. 

The  Thirteenth  Connecticut,  under  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Warner,  wfiS  in  the  mean  time  steadily 
advancing  against  a  most  determined  enemy,  vvho 
contested  the  ground  inch  by  inch.  We  have 
not  been  able  to  see  any  of  the  officers  of  this 
regiment,  but  some  of  theur  brothers-in-arms  on 
that  hoUy  contested  field  say  they  stood  their 
ground  like  veterans,  and  showed  no  signs,  of 
flinching.  This  was  Colonel  Birge's  own  regi- 
ment, and  they  behaved  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
men  under  the  immediate  eye  of  their  popular 
Brigade  Commander. 

After  Colonel  Molineaux  gave  the  order  to  up 
and  advance,  he  received  a  wound  on  the  left  side 
of  his  face  from  a  Minie-ball,  which  proved  very 
severe  but  not  dangerous.  His  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  had  previously  been  killed.  The  Major 
of  the  regiment  was  serving  on  General  Grover's 
staff,  and  was  not  on  the  spot ;  two  other  offi- 
cers and  the  Adjutant  were  dead,  and  two  others 
mortally  wounded ;  yet,  notwithstanding  all  this, 
and  the  &ct  that  they  had  lost  about  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  of  tiieir  brave  comrades,  this 
heroic  regiment,  on  the  restoration  of  the  order 
of  battle,  went  oil  with  a  will,  and,  with  the 
other  two  regiments,  put  the  enemy  to  a  com- 
plete rout  About  five  hundred  prisoners  were 
secured  in  the  retreat  and  pursuit  which  followed, 
and  large  numbers  of  killed  and  wounded  were 
left  on  the  field.  These  were  taken  care  of — the 
dead  being  buried,  and  the  wants  of  the  wounded 
attended  to  with  the  same  care  bestowed  upon 
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our  own  men-  The  surgeons  in  General  Qrover's 
division  have  been  highly  complimented  for  their 
skill  and  humanity  on  that  occasion,  as  well  to 
friend  as  foe. 

The  rebels  engaged,  as  near  as  we  could  learn, 
consisted  of  Sibley's  brigade,  (nearly  all  Texans, 
and  one  Arkansas  regiment,)  the  Eighteenth  and 
Twenty-eighth  Louisiana,  and  a  battalion  of  Texas 
cavalry,  nearly  eight  hundred  strong.  Their 
artillery  consisted  of  four  pieces.  Most  of  the 
prisoners  taken  on  this  field  are  Texans  and 
Twenty-eighth  Louisiana  troops. 

At  just  about  the  time  the  enemy  showed 
symptoms  of  giving  way,  the  gunboat  Diana  ap- 
peared at  a  point  in  the  river  where  she  could 
shell  any  part  of  the  field  with  her  large  guns. 
Against  this  new  and  formidable  enemy,  a  force 
of  sharp-shooters  from  the  Twelfth  Maine,  of  the 
Second  brigade,  and  a  section  of  artillery,  were 
sent  The  land  forces  retreated  at  about  nine 
o*clock,  when  the  engagement  with  the  Diana 
began.  After  a  three  hours*  fight,  the  gunboat 
was  set  on  fire  by  a  shell  and  soon  after  blew  up. 

Immediately  after  the  destruction  of  the  Diana, 
which  was  about  twelve  o'clock^.  General  Weitzel's 
brigade  came  up,  a  junction  formed,  and  the 
whole  corps  bivouacked  on  the  battle-field.  The 
killed  and  wound^  on  both  sides  were  then  at- 
tended to.  The  only  raiments  who  lost  any 
men  were :  The  First  Louisiana  infantry,  about 
fifteen  or  twenty ;  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
ninth  New- York,  one  hundred  and  twenty,  in- 
cluding Lieutenant-Colonel  Draper,  the  Adjutant 
and  other  ofiicers  killed,  Colonel  Molineaux  and 
several  others  wounded;  the  Thirteenth  Con- 
necticut, sixty ;  Twenty-Fifth  Connecticut,  seven- 
ty ;.Twenty-sixth  Maine,  seventy ;  and  the  Ninety- 
first  New-York,  ton — ^making  altogether  about 
three  hundred  an^  fifty  in  killed  and  wounded, 
many  of  the  latter  having  since  recovered.  The 
rebel  killed  and  wounded  were  fully  equal  to  this 
besides  the  prisoners,  which,  in  addition  to  the 
five  hundred  mentioned  above,  were  continually 
being  brought  in. 

The  fiict  that,  many  of  our  men  received  bayo-' 
net  wounds,  is  an  evidence  of  the  desperate 
nature  of  the  contest 
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Doc.  168. 
FIGHT    ON    THE    NANSEMOND    RIVER. 

USUTBNANT  COMMANDINQ  CUSHING^B  REPORT. 

U.   8.    BntAMBB    COMHODOBB 

Nahsbmoid  Rivbb, 
April 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Nofoy : 

Sib  :  This  morning  the  vessels  from  above  came 
down — ^the  Mount  Washington  disabled.  About 
half-past  eleven  A.M.,  the  enemy  opened  on  us 
with  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  giving  us  a  cross- 
fire. At  once  got  under  way  and  went  into 
action,  silencing  the  enemy  in  about  an  hour. 

At  about  one  P.M.  the  rebels  took  up  a  position 
within  seven  hundred  yards  of  the  Mount  Wash- 
Bgton,  who  was  aground,  and  opened  on  us  with 


both  artillery  and  sharp-shooters.  I  kept  close 
to  the  disabled  steamer,  and  fought  the  enemj 
at  high-water,  when  I  ordered  the  Stepping; 
Stones  to  take  the  Mount  Washington  in  tow. 
This  was  done  under  a  heavy  fire.  At  five  p.m. 
I  had  the  satisfaction  of  silencing  the  enemy^s 
battery.  My  loss  foots  up  to  three  killed  and 
seven  wounded.  I  do  not  know  as  yet  what  the 
casualties  are  in  the  oth^  vessels.  I  have  eight 
raking  shots,  but  fortunately  my  engine  is  not 
disabled. 

I  can  assure  you  that  the  Barney  and  her 
crew  are  still  in  good  fighting  trim,  and  we  will 
beat  the  enemy  or  sink  at  our  post  .... 
The  most  of  the  wounded  and  the  dead  I  send 
down  to  the  Minnesota.  It  is  only  requisite  to 
look  at  the  Mount  Washington  to  see  with  what 
desperate  gallantry  Lieutenant  Lamson  foaght 
his  vessel.  I  am  now  taking  in  coal,  and  shall 
anchor  for  the  night  where  we  have  fought  all 
day.  W.  B.  Cushing, 

Ueotenmnt  Oonunaiidlos. 
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THE  SIEGE  OF  VIOKSBURGH,  MISSISSIPPI. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  BATTERIES,  APRIL  11 

Stbjlmbb  Somnr  Bom,  abotb  VicKSsntcB, ' 
Friday,  April  17, 1S<8.      f 

The  old  canals  and  the  Pass  and  Bayou  expe- 
ditions having  failed  fi'om  various  causes,  we 
have  an  entire  change  of  programme.  To  make 
the  new  system  of  intended  operations  under- 
stood, it  may  be  briefly  explained  that  the  efforts 
hitherto  made  have  had  for  their  object  the  flank- 
ing of  Vicksburgh  from  above  the  city,  and  Irom 
that  direction  reaching  the  rear  and  obtaining 
possession  of  its  important  railroad  communica- 
tions with  Jackson.  It  was  this  object  that  made 
the  Yazoo  River  so  important  a  position. 

The  Lake  Providence  project,  now  abandoned, 
had  in  view  the  same  object  as  the  new  more- 
ment  This  is,  instead  of  gaining  the  rear  of 
Vicksburgh  from  above,  to  do  so  from  below.  It 
is  to  abandon  frirther  attempts  by  the  Yazoo  Pass 
and  the  maze  of  bayous  and  rivers  that  have  their 
origin  in  that  direction,  and  seek  in  the  ground 
lying  behind  the  bluflTs  of  Warren  ton,  between 
the  Mississippi  and  the  Black  Rivers,  a  means  of 
reaching  Vicksbuiigh  by  passing  below  that  now 
celebrated  city.  To  accomplish  this,  the  neces- 
sary prerequisites  evidently  were  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  the  forts  at  Warrentoi^by  means  of 
gunboats,  and  to  keep  them,  and  obtain  command 
thence  back  to  Black  River  by  land  forces. 

The  first  step  in  the  new  strategy  was  the  com- 
mencement of  another  canal  on  the  Louisiana 
shore,  beginning  at  a  higher  point  and  terminat- 
ing lower  than  the  one  whose  failure  has  caused 
so  much  disappointment  Through  this  canal 
are  to  be  sent,  in  flatboats  or  bar^^s,  such  coal 
ammunition,  provisions,  and  other  supplier  u 
will  be  needed  for  the  land  forces  and  the  gun- 
boats below  Vicksburgh.  This  canal  is  now  io 
satisfactory  progress.  Four  dredge-boats  are  at 
work  in  it|  and  even  the  old  river  pflo(»— who 
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from  the  first  prophesied  the  failure  of  the  other 
canal — express  their  belief  in  the  success  of  this. 
The  next  step  was  the  moving  of  a  body  of 
troops  (how  many  it  is  of  course  not  prudent  to 
state)  to  a  position  opposite,  or  nearly  opposite, 
Warrenton.    They  marched  from  Milliken*s  Bend, 
passed  through  Richmond,  and  at  the  end  of  thir- 
ty miles  reached  New-Carthage,  a  point  in  the 
bend  below  Warrenton.     The  soldiers  being  at 
hand,  the  canal  for  supplying  their  wants  and 
those  of  a  fleet  being  at  the  point  of  termination, 
the  last  and  most  hazardous  step  was  to  send 
down  gunboats  for  the  attack  on  the  Warrenton 
batteries,  transports  for  crossing  the  troops  at 
Kew-Carthage  to  the  Mississippi  side  of  the  river, 
and  such  supplies  as  will  be  required  before  the 
new  canal  can  be  brought  into  use.     There  was 
no  other  way  to  get  them  down  except  the  bold 
one  of  running  the  gauntlet  of  some  eight  miles 
of  batteries,  past  the  stronghold  of  Vicksburgh. 
Although  the  recent  catastrophe  of  the  Lancaster, 
and  the  terrible  experiment  at  Port  Hudson,  had 
sun'ounded  this  mode  of  transit  with  horrors  un- 
dreamed of  on  former  similar  occasions,  it  was  re- 
solved to  send  eight  gunboats,  tliree  transports, 
and  various  barges  and  fiat-boats  laden  with  ma- 
terial and  supplies  down  the  river  to  New-Car- 
thage.   It  speaks  well  for  the  bravery  o.f  our  of- 
ficers and  men,  and  especially  of  those  who  had 
to  take  the  responsible  and  dangerous  positions 
of  pilots,  that  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in 
manning  the  expedition. 

During  the  whole  of  yesterday  a  feeling  of 
anxious  expectation  existed  throughout  the  fleet 
The  day  was  fine  and  sunny.  Cloud  and  gloom 
would  have  been  welcome,  but  the  vault  of  heaven 
beamed  blue  and  serene  over  the  spot  of  approach- 
ing strife.  The  sun  set  clear  and  beautiful,  and 
the  stars  came  out  in  full  radiance.  As  the  night 
deepened,  a  slight  haze  dimmed  the  bosom  of  the 
Mississippi,  but  the  eye  had  no  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing out  the  dark  line  of  the  opposite  shore. 

The  former  expeditions  had  started  shortly  be- 
fore or  at  daylight ;  this  time  a  change  was  re- 
solved upon.  Eleven  oMock  at  night  was  ap- 
pointed as  the  hour  at  which  the  boats  should 
leave  their  rendezvous,  which  was  near  the 
mouth  of  the  Yazoo  River.  To  the  anxious  ex- 
pectants of  the  coming  events  the  hours  stole 
slowly  by.  As  the  appointed  moment  drew  near, 
the  decks  of  the  various  steamboats  were  crowd- 
ed with  watchful  spectators. 

A  sort  of  apprehensive  shudder  ran  through 
the  collected  gazers  when  it  was  announced  that 
the  first  boat  destined  to  pass  the  batteries  was 
approaching.  Sombre  and  silent  it  floated  down, 
near  the  Louisiana  shore ;  scarcely  were  its  dark 
si^es  to  be  distinguished  from  the  foliage  lining 
the  bank.  Stealing  slowly  on,  it  passed  us,  and 
at  a  point  below  took  an  oblique  course,  steering 
for  the  Mississippi  side  of  the  river ;  and  in  the 
gloom  it  was  soon  confounded  with  the  dark 
shadow  of  the  trees  beyond. 

Before  this  boat  was  lost  sight  o(  another  suc- 
ceeded, and  to  that  another  and  another,  until 
before  midnight  the  whole  had  gained  the  Missis- 1 


sippi  side  of  the  river  and  were  swallowed  up  in 
the  dim  obscurity.  With  breathless  interest 
their  transit  M'as  watched  by  all  of  us  on  the 
boats  of  the  fleet,  whose  position  a  little  above 
the  entrance  of  the  first  canal  brought  the  rough 
bights  of  Vicksburgh  within  our  sphere  of  vision, 
though  the  town  lay  for  the  present  buried  in 
the  darkness,  except  where  now  and  then  the 
twinkling  of  a  starry  light  was  seen. 

As  the  boats,  with  lights  out  and  fires  careful- 
ly hidden,  fioated  past,  mdistinct  as  the  ghosts  of 
Ossian  in  the  mountain  mists,  it  was  curious  to 
note  the  effect  upon  the  spectators.  Before  they 
appeared,  the  hum  of  conversation  was  heard  aU 
around.  All  were  busy  with  speculations  as  to 
the  probabilities  of  success.  The  desponding 
prognosticated  unmitigated  disaster.  The  hope- 
ful indulged  in  confident  expectations.  All  were 
contented  to  endure  some  loss  provided  a  suffi- 
ciency arrived  at  the  destined  point  to  accomplish 
the  object  contemplated. 

As  the  various  boats  came  slowly  into  view, 
stole  past  with  noiseless  motion,  then  vanished 
into  the  recesses  of  the  shadowy  shore,  each 
voice  was  hushed ;  only  in  subdued  and  smother- 
ed tones  were  persons  at  intervals  heard  to  ask  a 
question,  or  venture  an  observation.  It  seemed 
as  if  each  one  felt  that  his  silence  was  due  to  the 
impressive  scene ;  as  if  an  indiscreet  utterance  on 
his  part  might  raise  the  vail  of  secrecy  so  neces- 
sary to  be  preserved  in  the  presence  of  a  watch- 
ful foe. 

A  painful  expectation  weighed  on  every  spirit 
The  boats  must  now  be  near  the  point  opposite 
the  beleaguered  city.  Will  they  be  discovered 
at  the  first  approach  ?  or  will  a  kindly  fortune 
give  them  easy  passage  by  ?  Suddenly  a  flame 
starts  up  1  Another  and  another  leaps  into  the 
darkness  of  the  night  I  The  enemy  has  seen  the 
passing  boats,  and  is  sending  across  the  river  his 
death-dealing  messengers.  Rapid  now  darts  the 
momentary  fires ;  the  ^*  iron  rain  '^  of  the  remorse- 
less cannon  hurtles  upon  the  dim  and  gliding 
boats.  Dull  upon  the  heavy  air,  scarce  moved 
by  the  night  wind,  which  blows  in  a  direction 
unfavorable  for  our  hearing,  reverberates  the 
heavy  thud  of  the  cannon. 

As  the  time  passes,  the  batteries,  lower  and 
still  lower,  come  into  action.  We  can  trace  the 
course  of  our  fleet  by  new  flames  that  each  mo- 
ment startle  the  strained  sight ;  and  cannon  for 
miles  along  the  hazy  shore  are  hurling  their  de- 
structive missiles. 

And  now  a  new  accessory  adds  its  influence  to 
the  exciting  scene.  While  we  had  been  engaged 
in  watching  the  vivid  flames  leaping  from  cannon- 
mouths,  and  exploding  shells,  a  gleam  of  light, 
first  pale  and  soft,  then  red  and  lurid,  and  at  last 
glaring  and  refulgent,  stole  up  into  the  heavens 
above  the  opposing  city.  For  the  first  time  the 
silence  was  broken  by  the  gazing  crowds  upon 
the  steamboats  of  the  fleet  '*  Vicksburgh  is  on 
fire  r'  was  uttered  in  excited  tones.  But  it  was 
not  so.  Steady  and  with  wonderful  brilliancy, 
upon  the  hill  on  which  the  city  stands,  the  fire 
assumed  a  circular  outline  on  the  upper  edge, 
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much  like  a  third  part  of  the  full  moon  when  ap- 
parently magnified,  it  is  rising  above  the  horizon. 
The  flame  glowed  brilliant  and  beautiful ;  no 
smoke  was  visible  to  dim  its  splendor.  It  was  a 
beacon  light,  placed  in  a  pgisition  to  throw  its 
beams  along  each  arm  of  the  bend  of  the  river, 
the  convex  side  of  which  is  turned  toward  Yicks- 
burgh.  So  powerful  was  the  light,  that  at  the 
point  where  our  fleet  was  moored,  the  shadow  of 
a  hand  held  a  foot  from  the  boat^s  side  was  dis- 
tinctly thrown  upon  it.  This  beacon  with  treach- 
erous fidelity,  showed  to  the  foe  the  now  fast  dis- 
appearing boats ;  but,  happily,  it  was  fired  too 
late.  The  sight  of  the  boats  appeared  to  add  new 
rage  to  the  enemy,  who  could  not  fail  to  count 
the  cost  to  him  of  such  a  fleet  joining  Farragut^s 
three  gunboats  already  between  Vicksburgh  and 
Port  Hudson.  The  firing  became  more  rapid. 
From  the  upper  batteries  to  the  last  ones  down 
at  Warrenton  leaped  flame  on  flame.  The  dull 
ccho^  of  the  cannon,  and  the  whirr  and  shriek  of 
the  flying  shells  startled  the  midnight  air.  But 
now  comes  a  roar  which  tells  that  our  boys  are 
awake  and  lively  1  The  light  that  showed  the 
boats  to  the  enemy  revealed  to  our  men  the  out- 
lines of  the  batteries,  and  the  roar  which  deafens 
the  ear  to  every  other  sound  is  the  peal  of  the 
heavy  pieces  on  our  gunboats. 

After  an  interval  of  maddest  rage,  the  upper 
guns  of  the  enemy  almost  cease  their  fire.  '  It  is 
evident  our  boats  have  passed  the  first-reached 
batteries — all  that  have  escaped  the  deadly  on- 
set That  no  large  portion  of  them  is  missing 
is  evident  from  VLe  activity  of  the  forts  at  War- 
renton, and  the  answering  thunders  of  our  own 
guns. 

By  this  time  the  beacon-light  was  burnt  down, 
and  ceased  to  render  its  cruel  aid.  Just  as  the 
gathering  darkness  and  the  yet  longer  and  longer 
intervals  of  silence  gave  intimation  that  the  ex- 
citing scene  was  nearly  over,  another  startling 
incident  woke  anew  the  emotions  of  the  time. 
Midway  between  the  extinct  beacon  in  the  city 
and  the  lower  batteries  at  Warrington  a  new 
glow  of  light,  soft  as  the  dawn  but  rapidly  blush- 
ing into  deeper  intensity,  climbed  gently  toward 
the  sky.  ^*  They  are  lighting  another  beacon," 
shouted  many  voices;  out  again  the  speakers 
were  mistaken.  The  light  grew  stronger  every 
moment;  it  wanted  the  mellow,  vivid,  space- 
piercing  brilliancy  of  the  beacon ;  above  it  rolled 
volumes  of  thick  and  curling  smoke ;  and  more — 
the  light  with  slow  and  equal  pace  was  moving 
onward,  passing  down  the  stream  1  There  was 
no  disguising  the  truth — one  of  our  own  boats 
was  on  fire  I  The  white  color  of  the  smoke  show- 
ed that  among  the  fuel  to  the  flame  was  cotton. 
The  inference  was  plain ;  it  was  not  a  gunboat 
but  a  transport  that  was  burning.  On  floated 
the  doomed  vessel ;  her  light  doubtless  exposed 
to  the  rebels^  view  the  floating  flat-boats  and 
barges,  for  the  firing,  especially  from  the  War- 
renton batteries,  was  for  a  short  time  violently 
renewed. 

^  The  glow  of  the  burning  boat  continued  in 
algbt  until  the  beams  of  morning  hid  its  glare. 


Before  this,  however,  the  solemn  drama  had 
reached  its  termination.  The  spectators  reluc- 
tantly retired  to  their  cabins  when  nothing  re- 
mained to  engaged  the  attention  but  the  flajoiing 
wreck,  and  scattering  shots — 

*'  The  diftant  and  random  gnn. 
That  the  foe  waa  laUenly  firing.** 

It  was  not  until  noon  to-day  that  any  account 
of  the  fate  of  the  expedition  reached  Uiis  place. 
We  then  learned  briefly  that  the  whole  of  the 
eight  gunboats  had  reached  their  journey's  end 
without  having  suflered  any  material  damage. 
On  the  Benton,  Porter's  flag-ship,  one  man  was 
killed  and  two  wounded  by  the  explosion  (^  a 
shell.  The  boat  that  was  burned  was  the  trans- 
port Henry  Clay ;  her  crew  got  safely  to  shore: 
She  was  set  on  fire  by  a  shell  exploding  among 
the  cotton  with  which  her  engines  were  protected. 
She  was  loaded  principally  with  commissaiy 
stores  and  forage,  including  a  large  amount  of 
soldiers'  rations  and  oats  for  the  cavalry. 

—ITewToHk  THhiM. 


Doc.  170. 
COLONEL  GRIERSON'S  RAID. 

NEW-TORK   "TIMES*'    ACCODNT. 

In  obedience  to  orders  of  Colonel  B.  H.  Grier- 
son,  commanding  the  First  cavalry  brigade,  Col- 
onel Edward  Prince  moved  with  his  regiment, 
the  Seventh  Illinois  cavalry  volunteers — five 
hundred  and  forty-two  officers  and  men— ^Dm 
La  Grange,  Tennessee,  at  ten  o'clock  a.k.,  on  the 
seventeenth  of  April,  1863,  on  the  Ri^y  road, 
and  camped  on  the  plantation  of  Dr.  EUis,  four 
miles  north-west  of  Ripley,  Mississippi — dis- 
tance about  thirty  miles. 

The  order  of  march  for  this  day  was  to  be  as 
follows :  Sixth  Illinois  in  advance,  Lieatenant- 
Colonel  Reuben  Loomis  commanding;  followed 
by  the  Seventh  Illinois  and  Second  Iowa ;  but  the 
Sixth  Illinofs  taking  the  wrong  road  near  La 
Grange,  was  thrown  to  the  west,  and  did  not 
rejoin  the  command  till  near  camp.  As  the 
Seventh  Illinois  was  just  going  into  camp,  Col 
Prince  discovered  a  party  of  five  or  six  rebels 
crossing  a  field,  and  immediately  sent  a  party  in 
pursuit,  who  captured  three  of  the  number. ' 

On  the  eighteenth — the  Seventh  Illinois  moi- 
ing  in  advance— they  left  camp  at  eight  o'dod:, 
passing  through  Ripley,  and  moved  south 
toward  New-Albany.  Our  battalion  was  de- 
tailed under  command  of  Captain  Gr^am,  who 
took  the  direct  road  to  that  place,  where  they 
arrived  in  time  to  save  the  bridge  across  the 
Tallahatchie,  and  drive  away  a  pidcet  endearorinjc 
to  destroy  it  They  repaired  the  bridge  and 
crossed  into  town.  The  rest  of  the  command 
crossed  three  miles  east  of  New- Albany,  and  ar- 
rived in  town  at  half-past  five  p.m.,  whence  the 
command — Sixth  and  Seventh  Illinois — rooTed 
south,  and  camped  on  Mr.  Sloan's  plantation, 
four  miles  south  of  New-Albany. 

At  Ripley,  Mississippi,  Colcmd  Hatch,  in  com- 
mand of  the  Second  Iowa,  had  been  detached  to 
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moYe  eastwardly,  and  thence  southwardly,  to 
cross  the  Tallahatchie  some  five  miles  above 
New- Albany,  with  a  view  of  rejoining  the  bri- 
gade some  five  or  six  miles  below  New- Albany, 
which  Colonel  Hatch  accomplished  the  follow- 
ing day  with  good  success.  On  this  day,  the 
eighte^th,  the  advance  of  the  Seventh  Illi- 
nois captured  four  prisoners — two  of  Barteau*s 
and  two  of  WetheralVs  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  nineteenth  two  compa- 
nies were  bent,  under  command  of  Captain  Traf- 
ton,  back  to  the  Tallahatchie,  and  he  drove  a 
force  out  of  New-Albany,  and  joined  the  com- 
mand at  ten  a.il  Colonel  Prince  also  sent  two 
companies  to  the  right,  to  look  after  Captain 
Wetherairs  company  of  cavalry,  but  the  latter 
had  retired  during  the  night  This  detachment^ 
however,  captur^  three  prisoners  from  Msijor 
Chalmerses  command,  and  destroyed  some  camp 
and  garrison  equipage.  Two  companies  were 
also  sent  to  the  left,  to  look  after  some  horses 
said  to  be  hid  in  the  woods ;  and  they  returned 
at  ten  o^clock  with  very  good  success.  The 
command  left  camp  at  ten  oVlock,  and  passed 
through  Pontotoc  at  four  o'clock  p.m.  They  en- 
camp^ on  the  estate  of  Mr.  Wetherall,  eight 
miles  south  of  Pontotoc.  The  distance  marched 
on  the  eighteenth  and  nineteenth  was  about  six- 
ty miles.  On  the  nineteenth  the  Sixth  Illinois 
marched  in  advance,  and  at  Pontotoc  killed  a 
rebel  who  persistently  continued  to  fire  upon  the 
advance.     His  name  was  Reno. 

20th. — They  left  camp  at  four  o'clock  a.m. 
Sixty  men  and  a  number  of  led  horses,  in  charge 
of  Lieutenant  Wilt,  were  sent  back  to  La  Grange. 
About  the  same  number  were  sent  back  from 
the  other  raiments ;  all  under  command  of  Ma- 
jor Love,  of  the  Second  Iowa.  They  encamped 
at  Clear  Springs,  Mississippi,  having  passed 
around  Houston  —  the  Secona  Iowa  in  advance. 
The  distance  marched  was  about  forty  miles. 

21  sL — ^They  left  camp  at  daylight,  the  Seventh 
Illinois  in  advance.  Colonel  Hatch  and  the 
Second  Iowa  turned  eastward  fi*om  Clear  Springs, 
with  orders  to  proceed  toward  Columbus  and 
destroy  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  as  much 
as  possible.  The  gallant  Colonel  has  unfortu- 
nately not  been  heard  of  since,  except  through 
the  Memphis  Appeal,  which  says  that  near  Oko- 
lona  he  was  met  by  a  large  confederate  force, 
was  himself  seriously  wounded  and  lost  fifteen 
men.  The  remainder,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  got  safely 
back  to  La  Grange.  It  rained  all  day  on  the 
twenty-first  The  two  Illinois  regiments  passed 
through  Starkville,  and  camped  eight  miles 
south  of  that  place.  Distance  travelled  this  day, 
forty-five  miles. 

22d. — They  marched  at  daylight  Captain 
Forbes,  of  company  C,  Seventh  Illinois,  was  de- 
tached ten  miles  souUi  of  Starkville,  to  proceed 
to  Macon,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  to 
break  up  the  rails,  destroy  the  vrires,  and  do  all 
the  damage  in  his  power  to  the  enemy*  s  trans- 
portation. 

From  the  time  the  command  left  Starkville, 


Colonels  Grierson  and  Prince,  in  consultation, 
felt  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  was  of  the  ut- 
most importance  that  the  railroad — or,  at  all 
events,  the  telegraph — should  be  interrupted  be- 
tween Okolona  and  Macon,  as  near  Macon  as  pos- 
sible ;  and  two  volunteer  scouts,  (private  Post,  of 
the  Second  Iowa,  and  private  Parker,  of  the 
Sixth  Illinois,)  who  had  ofibred  to  do  the  work, 
backed  out  at  last  firom  the  perilous  undertaking. 
Believing  it  to  be  very  important  that  a  feint 
should  be  made  toward  Macon,  and  no  one  ap- 
pearing willing  to  do  it,  Colonel  Prince — soon 
after  starting  on  this  morning  of  April  twenty- 
second— ofiered  the  work  to  Captain  Forbes,  of 
company  B,  Seventh  Illinois. 

Captain  Forbes,  whose  command  numbered 
only  thirty-five  men  and  officers,  gladly  accepted 
it,  though  knowing  that,  in  order  to  rejoin  his 
regiment,  he  would  have  to  repulse  any  force 
w^hich  might  be  following,  and  march  at  least 
fifty  miles  further  than  the  rest  of  the  command ; 
besides  running  great  risk  of  being  captured,  as 
it  was  not  known  what  force  might  be  at  Macon, 
nor  what  force  might  be  following.  He  was  in- 
structed that  if  a  force  should  be  at  Macon,  he 
was  to  try  and  cross  the  Okaifoxubee  River,  and 
move  toward  Decatmr,  in  Newton  County,  by  the 
shortest  route.  The  gallant  Captain  proceeded 
on  his  perilous  journey,  and  his  Colonel  says  he 
feared  he  would  never  see  him  again ;  although 
he  knew  that  he  would  accomplish  all  that  could 
be  done  by  human  bravery  and  prudence. 

Before  marching  this  day,  (the  twenty-second,) 
Captain  Graham,  with  one  battalion,  was  detailed 
to  bum  a  confederate  shoe-manufactory  near 
Starkville.  He  succeeded  in  destroying  several 
thousand  pairs  of  boots  and  shoes,  also  hats  and 
a  large  quantity  of  leather ;  besides  capturing  a 
quartermaster  from  Port  Hudson,  who  was  get- 
ting supplies  for  his  regiment  The  two  regi- 
ments— ^the  Sixth  Illinois  in  advance — ^passed 
through  the  little  village  of  Louisville  at  half- 
past  seven  p.m.,  and  camped  ten  miles  below 
the  latter  place  at  one  o^clodc  a.m.,  of  the  twenty- 
third.  The  distance  marched  this  day  was  fifty- 
seven  miles,  over  the  most  terrible  roads  that  can 
be  imagined. 

The  march  of  the  twenty-second  was  terrible, 
because  the  swamps  of  the  Okanoxubee  river 
were  overflowed.  After  moving  four  miles  south 
of  Louisville,  they  marched  a  distance  of  eight 
miles  through  a  swamp.  On  each  side  of  the 
road  were  enormous  tnses,  and  the  water  was, 
everywhere,  fi-om  three  to  four  feet  deep ;  with 
every  few  hundred  yards,  a  mire-hole  in  which 
frequently,  for  a  few  moments,  man  and  horse 
were  lost  to  view.  The  Seventh  Illinois  being  in 
the  rear,  found  these  holes  almost  impassable, 
from  the  action  of  the  largo  body  of  cavalry  which 
had  preceded  them,  and  they  were  compelled  to 
leave  drowned  some  twenty  noble  animals,  whose 
strength  was  not  equal  to  such  an  emergency. 
The  men  so  dismounted  removed  their  saddles, 
placed  them  on  some  other  led  beasts,  and  pushed 
onward  cheerfuUy. 
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2dd. — They  broke  camp  at  seyen  o'clock  a.m., 
crossed  the  Pearl  River  at  half-past  four  p.m.,  and 
took  refreshments  at  Squire  Payne's. 

A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  the  importance 
of  Pearl  River.  Knowing  it  to  be  quite  high 
from  heavy  rains,  and  aware  also  that  as  rebel 
scouts  had  preceded  them,  it  was  of  the  utmost 
consequence  to  secure  Pearl  River  bridge,  Colonel 
Prince,  who  was  in  advance  with  the  Seventh  Il- 
linois, pushed  forward  with  energy,  and,  by  very 
fast  riding,  succeeded  in  getting  to  the  bridge  and 
driving  away  a  picket,  before  they  had  time  to 
tear  up  more  thiui  a  few  planks,  which  were  re- 
placed in  a  few  minutes.  The  gallant  Colonel 
devoutly  speaks  of  this  as  one  of  the  many  in- 
stances in  which  a  divine  Providence  seemed  to 
be  shielding  them,  during  their  whole  perilous 

i'oumey ;  fbr  the  destruction  of  this  bridge  would 
lave  been,  in  all  probability,  fatal  to  the  whole 
expedition. 

At  ten  o'clock  p.m.  Colonel  Blackburn,  of  the 
Seventh  Illinois,  was  sent  forward  with  two  hun- 
dred men  to  Decatur,  which  place  he  passed 
through  at  four  a.m.,  (of  the  twenty-fburth,)  and 
captured  two  trains  of  cars  and  two  locomotives 
at  Newton  StatioA,  at  seven  o'clock.  The  rest  of 
the  command  arrived  at  nine  o'clock.  The  bridges 
and  trestles  were  found  burned  six  miles  each 
side  of  the  station,  seventy-five  prisoners  captured 
and  paroled,  two  warehouses  full  of  commissary 
stores  utterly  destroyed  by  fire,  and  also  four 
car-loads  of  ammunition,  mostly  for  heavy  artil- 
lery. The  bridges,  etc.,  on  the  east  side  of  the 
station  were  destroyed  by  the  Second  battalion 
of  the  Sixth  Illinois,  under  Major  M.  H.  Starr. 
The  whole  command  left  Newton  at  eleven  a.m. 
of  the  twenty-fourth,  and  marched  through  Gar- 
landville  to  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Bender,  about 
twelve  miles  from  Newton,  where  they  encamped. 
The  distance  traversed  on  the  twenty-third  and 
twenty-fourth  was  eighty  miles,  and  all  this  with- 
out scarcely  halting. 

26th. — They  left  camp  at  Bender^s  at  eight  a.m., 
and  encamped  for  the  night  on  Dr.  Dore's  plan- 
tation, eight  miles  east  of  Raleigh.  It  was  at 
this  place  they  were  unhappily  compelled  to  leave 
two  or  three  soldiers,  who  were  unable  to  travel 
further.  The  distance  marched  this  day  was 
about  twenty  miles. 

26th. — They  left  camp  at  sunrise,  passed 
through  Raleigh  at  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  crossed 
Strong  River,  near  Westville,  and  fed  at  Mrs. 
Smith's  plantation,  near  Strong  River  bridge. 
The  distance  marched  was  forty-one  miles. 

27th.— Colonel  Prince  left  Mrs.  Smith's  with 
two  hundred  men  at  one  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  the 
Georgetown  Ferry  at  daylight  The  rest  of  the 
command  came  up  and  crossed  during  the  day. 
Colonel  Prince  immediately  proceeded  with  two 
hundred  men  to  Hazlehurst,  cut  the  telegraph 
wires,  destroyed  a  number  of  cars,  four  of  them 
loaded  with  ammunition. 

Although  Colonel  Prince  had  marched  his  reg- 
iment forty -one  miles— during  a  large  portion  of 
tile  time  through  drenching  rain — ^he  firmly  be- 
iieved  that,  as  the  citizens  were  arming  them- 


selves and  the  news  about  them  was  flying  in  tU 
directions,  it  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death  thit 
Pearl  River  should  be  crossed,  and  the  Ncw-Or- 
leans  and  Jackson  Railroad  reached  without  any 
delay  whatever.  He  therefore  obtained  permis- 
sion  from  Colonel  Grierson  to  move  directly  for- 
ward with  two  hundred  picked  men  of  his  regi- 
ment, to  secure  the  ferry  across  Pearl  River  be- 
fore the  enemy  should  be  able  to  destroy  it  Tbfi 
distance  to  the  river  was  thirteen  miles,  and  from 
there  to  Hazlehurst's  Station  was  twdve  milea 
ihe  remainder  of  the  two  regiments  were  to 
come  forward  as  soon  as  they  were  sufScientlj 
rested. 

Colonel  Prince  started  with  the  two  hnndred 
at  one  A.M.,  and  reached  the  bank  of  the  ri?er  ht- 
fore  daylight,  when  contrary  to  his  informitioD, 
the  flat-bcKAt  was  upon  the  opposite  side  <^  the 
river.  Not  daring  to  call  out,  he  spoke  to  a  vol- 
unteer, who,  with  a  powerful  horse,  undertook  to 
swim  the  river;  but  the  rapidity  of  the  swollen 
stream  carried  him  below  the  landing,  where  there 
was  a  quicksand,  and  he  barely  returned  toshwe 
with  his  life. 

A  few  moments  later  a  man  came  down  from 
the  house  toward  the  river,  and,  in  true  North- 
Carolina  accent^  asked,  in  a  careless  way,  if  we 
wanted  to  cross ;  to  which  he  got  a  reply—in  i 
very  capital  imitation  of  his  twang — ^that  a  fev 
of  them  did  want  to  go  across,  and  that  it  seemed 
harder  to  wake  up  his  nigger  ferryman  than  to 
catch  the  d — d  conscripts.  The  proprietor  took  the 
bait,  apologized  for  the  detention  and  woke  up 
his  ferryman,  who  immediately  brought  over  the 
boat,  which  thenceforward  became  the  property 
of  Uncle  Sam — ^the  proprietor  all  the  while  be- 
lieving he  was  lavishing  his  attentions  on  the 
First  regiment  of  Alabama  cavalry,  fiiesh  frxHn 
Mobile!  The  breakfast  given  to  the  Ah^^*"* 
Colonel  that  morning  was  highly  relished  and  ap- 
preciated, but  too  much  time  was  not  spent  orer 
it,  and  the  importance  of  speed  was  clearly  proved, 
only  half  an  hour  afterward,  when  they  caught 
a  courier  flying  to  the  ferry  with  the  news  that 
the  Yankees  were  coming,  and  that  all  the  fenies 
were  to  be  immediately  destroyed. 

At  Hazlehusst  Station,  Colonel  Prince  soc- 
ceeded  in  capturfng  a  large  number  of  cars,  four 
or  five  being  loaded  with  shell  and  ammunitioD, 
and  others  with  army  stores.  The  whole  of  this 
property  was  utterly  destroyed. 

And  here  comes  one  of  tne  most  amiMJng  epi- 
sodes of  the  whole  affidr.  Captain  Forbes,  wiio, 
it  will  be  remembered,  had  been  sent  to  Maoon, 
fi*om  near  Starkville,  rejoined  the  coomuutd  just 
as  they  had  all  crossed  Pearl  River.  Havii^ 
been  unable  to  take  Macon,  he  followed  their 
trail  to  Newton,  where  he  was  informed  that  they 
had  gone  to  Enterprise,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad.  He  followed  on  to  that  place,  and 
marched  with  his  little  squad  into  town,  where 
he  found  about  three  thousand  rebel  troops  ja>t 
getting  off  the  cars.  He  promptly  nused  a  flag 
of  truce,  and  boldly  rode  forward,  demandmg  the 
surrender  of  the  p\a/o^  in  tiie  nama  of  Cwooil 
Qrierson. 
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The  commanding  rebel  oflBcer — Colonel  Good- 
win,  asked  one  hour  to  consider  the  proposition, 
and  wished  to  know  where  Captain  Forbes  would 
be  at  that  time.  The  Captain  answered  that  he 
woald  go  back  witii  the  reply  to  the  reserve — 
which  he  did  pretty  rapidly,  after  having  shrewdly 
ascertained  the  strength  of  the  enemy.  It  is  not 
known  whether  Enterprise  ever  surrendered  or 
not^  or  whether  the  rebel  Colonel  is  still  trying 
lo  find  the  "  reserve  "  to  make  his  penitent  bow, 
but  one  thing  certain  is  that  Captain  Forbes,  with 
his  little  squad  of  thirty-five  men,  did  not  intend 
to  take  those  three  thousand  rebels  prisoners — 
that  time  at  least — and  was  laughing  in  his  sleeve 
many  miles  off  while  those  Enterprise-ing  people 
were  trembling  in  their  boots — ^id  est,  i^  at  the 
present  fabulous  price  of  leather,  they  had  any 
boots  to  tremble  in. 

The  Mobile  Register  of  the  twenty-eighth,  in 
the  depth  of  its  consternation  and  chagrin,  treats 
this  ridiculous  sell  with  the  most  absurd  and 
amusing  gravity.  ^*  The  only  thing  satisfactorily 
explained,^'  says  the  oracular  Register^  **  is  that 
they  ran  away  from  Enterprise  as  soon  as  they 
heard  that  *  Old  Blizzard '  was  about"  The  Eeg- 
titer  little  thought  that  it  was  only  thirty-five 
brave  fellows  whom  its  terrified  imagination  had 
converted  into  **  one  thousand  five  hundred  Yan- 
kees." 

The  Sixth  and  Seventh  Illinois,  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Grierson,  left  Hazlehurst  at 
seven  p.m.,  (the  Sixth  Illinois  in  advance,)  passed 
through  Gallatin  and  encamped  near  that  place. 
A  thhty-two  pounder  rifled  Parrott  gun,  with  one 
.thousand  four  hundred  pounds  of  powder,  was 
here  captured,  en  route  to  Grand  Gulf  The  dis- 
tance travelled  this  day  was  thirty-seven  miles. 

28th. — ^They  left  camp  at  seven  o'clock.  At 
Qardgrove's,  companies  A,  H,  F,  and  M,  were  de- 
tailed, under  command  of  Captain  Trafton,  to  pro- 
ceed to  Bahala  and  destroy  the  railroad  and  trans- 
portation. The  Sixth  Illinois  had  a  skirmish  with 
some  rebel  cavalry,  near  Union  Church,  in  which 
two  of  the  enemy  were  wounded,  and  some  pris- 
oners tiUcen.  They  camped  at  Union  Church.  Dis- 
tance marched  that  day  thirty  miles. 

They  left  camp  at  sunrise.  Captain  Trafton's 
battaUon  had  come  in  at  four  a.m.,  having  travelled 
some  thirty  miles  more  than  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mand, and  having  had  several  skirmishes,  in 
which,  without  any  loss,  they  captured  about  thir- 
ty prisoners.  Again  directing  their  course  toward 
the  New-Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad,  at  Brook- 
haven,  the  Seventh  Illinois,  in  advance,  charged 
into  the  place,  burned  depot,  cars,  bridges,  etc, 
and  captured  and  paroled  two  hundred  and  one 
prisoners.  They  encunped  six  miles  south-west 
of  the  town.  The  people  were  much  terrified  by 
the  idea  that  the  whole  town  would  be  burned, 
but  when  they  found  all  private  property  perfectly 
undisturbed,  they  seemed  to  entertain  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion  of  the  Yankees  to  what  they  did 
only  a  few  hours  previously.  This  diffusion  of 
light  and  truth  is,  in  reality,  the  vital  point  in 
which  our  advanoing  armies  are  striking  down 


this  rebellion.     They  marched  twenty-five  mileft 
this  day. 

80th. — They  left  camp  at  sunrise,  the  Sixth  11 
Hnois  in  advaitce.  They  burned  the  depot,  bridges, 
and  cars  in  the  railroad  at  Bogue  Chito ;  left  that 
place  at  ten  a.m.,  burning  all  bridges  and  trestles 
between  there  and  Summit,  where  they  arrived  at 
five  P.M.,  and  again  burnt  several  cars  and  a  large 
amount  of  government  property  in  the  last  local- 
ity. They  encamped  south-west  of  Summit,  after 
marching  over  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles. 

May  1st — ^They  left  camp  at  daylight,  and  pro- 
ceeding in  a  ^uth-westerly  direction  through  the 
woods — ^without  regard  to  roads — came  into  the 
Clinton  and  Osyka  road,  near  a  bridge  four  miles 
north-east  of  Wall's  Post-oflBce.  About  eighty  of 
the  enemy  were  lying  in  ambush  near  the  bridge. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Blackburn,  unfortunately  with 
more  bravery  than  discretion,  proceeded  across 
the  bridge  at  the  head  of  the  scouts  and  of  com- 
pany G,  Seventh  Illinois.  He  was  seriously 
wounded  in  the  thigh,  and  slightly  in  the  head. 
Colonel  Prince  immediately  caused  his  men  to  dis- 
mount, to  skirmish  the  enenoy  out  of  the  bushes, 
and,  with  the  assistance  of  Captain  Smith's  bat- 
tery, soon  put  them  to  flight 

This  afiair  at  the  bridge  detained  the  column 
but  a  few  minutes.  They  marched  all  night; 
and  crossed  the  Amite  River  about  ten  o'clock 
P.M.,  without  opposition — ^the  picket  being  asleep. 
They  had  marched  forty  miles,  this  day. 

May  2d. — ^They  marched  again  early  in  the 
morning,  and  the  Sixth  Illinois,  being  in  advance, 
surprised  and  burned  a  rebel  camp  at  Sandy 
Creek  Bridge.  At  this  point  the  Seventh  Illinois 
was  ordered  in  advance,  and,  at  about  nine  o'clock 
A.M.,  as  a  crowning  glory  to  this  most  extraordi- 
nary series  of  adventures,  captured  forty-two  of 
Stewart's  Mississippi  cavalry  on  Comite  River, 
including  their  Colonel. 

This  noble  band  of  toil-worn  heroes  arrived  at 
Baton  Rouge  about  noon  of  May  second,  where 
their  triumphal  entry  created  a  furore  of  joyful 
excitement  that  will  not  cease  till  it  has  thrilled 
every  loyal  heart  upon  this  continent— ay,  every 
heart  that  loves  liberty  and  human  bravery^ 
through  the  civilized  world 

Some  idea  of  the  pluck  and  endurance  of  these 
men  can  be  gleaned  from  the  fact  that  during  the 
last  thirty  hours — ^in  which  they  had  ridden  eigh- 
ty miles,  fought  two  or  three  skirmishes,  de- 
stroyed bridges,  camps,  equipages,  etc. ;  swam  a 
river  and  captured  forty-two  prisoners  and  quan- 
tities of  horses — ^they  had  scarcely  halted  at  all, 
and  went  through  these  terrific  exertions  without 
food  for  num  or  beast !  During  the  last  night  it 
was  observed  that  nearly  the  entire  column — 
worn  out  almost  beyond  human  endurance — ^were 
fiut  asleep  upon  horseback;  except  when  the 
sharp  report  of  a  carbine  told  of  the  nearness  of 
the  enemy.  And  all  this  was  rendered  without 
one  word  of  murmur  or  complaint  fi*om  any  lip^ 
either  of  officers  or  privates. 
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GENERAL  BANKS'S  OFFICIAL   REPORT. 

HkIDQUAKTKKS,  DBPAHTMSIfT  OF  TBB  GXTLf, 

NutsTKniTH  Abut  Corps, 

Opklousas,  April  28, 1868. 

Gbnrral  :  On  the  evening  of  the  seventeenth, 
General  Grover,  who  had  marched  from  New-Ibe- 
ria by  a  shorter  road,  and  thus  gained  the  ad- 
vance, met  the  enemy  at  Bayou  Vermilion.  The 
enemy^s  force  consisted  of  a  considerable  number 
of  cavalry,  one  thousand  infantry  §nd  six  pieces 
of  artillery,  masked  in  a  strong  position  on  the 
opposite  bank,  with  which  we  were  unacquainted. 
The  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position,  but  not 
until  he  had  succeeded  in  destroying  the  bridge 
over  the  bayou  by  fire.  Every  thing  had  been 
previously  arranged  for  this  purpose. 

The  enemy's  flight  was  precipitous.  The  night 
of  the  seventeenth  and  the  whole  of  the  next  day 
were  occupied  in  pushing  with  vigor  the  recon- 
struction of  this  bridge. 

On  the  nineteenth  the  march  was  resumed, 
and  continued  to  the  vicinity  of  Grand  Goteau, 
and  on  the  following  day  our  main  force  occu- 
pied Opelousas.  The  cavalry,  supported  by  one 
regiment  of  infantry  and  a  section  of  artillery, 
being  thrown  forward  to  Washington,  on  the 
Courtableau,  a  distance  of  six  miles. 

The  command  rested  on  the  twenty-first  Yes- 
terday morning,  the  twenty-second,  I  sent  out 
Brigadier-General  Dwight  with  his  brigade  of 
Grover's  division  and  detachments  of  artillery  and 
cavalry,  to  push  forward  through  Washington 
toward  Alexandria.  He  fbund  the  bridges  over 
bayous  Cocodue  and  Bocuff  destroyed,  and  occu- 
pied the  evening  and  night  in  replacing  them  by 
a  single  bridge  at  the  junction  of  the  two  bayous. 
The  people  say  that  the  enemy  threw  large  quan- 
tities of  ammunition  and  some  small  arms  into 
Bayou  Cocodue,  and  that  the  Texans  declared 
that  they  were  going  to  Texas.  Here  the  steamer 
Wave  was  burnt  by  the  enemy,  and  the  princi- 
pal portion  of  her  cargo,  which  had  been  trans- 
furred  to  a  flat,  captived  by  us.  A  despatch  was 
found  by  General  Dwight,  in  which  Gov.  Moore 
tells  General  Taylor  to  retreat  slowly  to  Alexan- 
dria, and  if  pressed  to  retire  to  Texas.  General 
Dwight  will  push  well  forward  to-day,  and  pro- 
bably halt  to-morrow,  to  continue  his  march  or 
return,  according  to  circumstances.    .     .     . 

An  expedition,  consisting  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Sixty-second  New-Yoric,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Blanchard,  one  section  of  artillery,  and  Barrett's 
company  B,  First  Louisiana  cavalry,  accompanied 
by  Captain  Durham,  Assistant  Adjutant-Genera^ 
and  First  Lieutenant  Harwood,  Engineers,  (both 
of  my  staff,)  was  sent  out  yesterday  morning  by 
way  of  Barrels  Landing,  to  examine  the  Bayou 
CourtablpAU,  in  the  direction  of  Bute-a-la-Rose. 
Last  night  Captain  Dunham  reported  the  road 
impassable,  four  miles  beyond  Barrels  Landing, 
and  that  the  expedition  had  captured  the  steamer 
Ellen,  in.  a  small  bayou,  leading  out  of  the  Courta- 
bleau.    Tikis  capture  is  a  timely  assistance  to  us. 


I  informed  you  in  my  number  ^*  nine  "  that  I 
had  ordered  the  gunboats  to  take  Bute-a-la-Rose. 
This  was  handsomely  done  without  serious  loss 
on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-sixth  instant  bj 
Lieutenant-Commander  Cooke,  United  States 
Navy,  with  his  gunboat  and  four  companies  of 
infantry.  We  captured  here  the  garrison  of  six- 
ty men  and  its  commander,  two  heavy  guns  in 
position  and  in  good  order,  a  laz^  quantity  of 
ammunition,  and  the  key  of  the  Atchafalaya 
•  ••••• 

I  hope  not  to  be  obliged  to  lose  a  moment  in 
improving  the  decisive  advantage  gained  in  this 
section.  We  have  destroyed  the  enemy's  army 
and  navy,  and  made  their  organization  impossi- 
ble by  destroying  or  removing  the  material^  We 
hold  the  key  of  the  position. 

Among  the  evidences  of  our  victory  are  two 
thousand  prisoners,  two  transports  and  twenty 
guns,  (including  one  piece  of  the  Valverde  bat- 
tery,) taken ;  and  three  gunboats  and  eight  trans- 
ports destroyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  General,  very  respect- 
fully, your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 

Hajor-Oenenl  Oommandhs. 

Major-General  H.  W.  H allege, 

Oenenl4ii-Chlef,  Washington  Gty. 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL   PECK'S    REPORT. 

Hbasquabtibs  TwKLrra  Rkoimbstt  Com.  Voll,) 

Ik  thi  Fikld  xbar  OpklocsaSs  La.,    > 

April  2S,  1S6&       ) 

Adjutant- GeneraU.  D.  Willianu: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  present  the  following 
report  of  the  operations  of  the  Twelfth  r^metit 
Connecticut  volunteers  during  the  recent  expe- 
dition to  this  point 

We  left  Brashear  City,  La.,  on  the  ninth  of 
April,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three,  and 
proceeded  to  Berwick,  where  we  remained  until 
the  eleventh,  when  we  marched  to  a  pomt  one 
mile  above  Pattersonville,  company  B  bdng 
thrown  forward  as  skirmishers.  We  bivouack- 
ed for  the  night,  and  on  the  twelfth  marched 
forward  on  the  left  of  the  brigade  in  support  of 
Carruth^s  Sixth  Massachusetts  battery  on  our 
right,  our  front  being  covered  by  company  A, 
tlu'own  forward  as  skirmishers. 

During  the  day  our  skirmishers  were  consttnt- 
ly  engaged  with  those  of  the  enemy,  but  sustun- 
ed  no  loss.  During  the  afternoon  we  came  under 
the  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  when  an  engige- 
ment  ensued  which  lasted  till  night  At  dvk 
we  withdrew  out  of  range  of  the  enemy's  guns 
and  bivouacked  in  line  of  battle  upon  the  left  of 
the  brigade  line. 

On  the  thirteenth,  soon  after  daylight,  the 
regiment  was  formed  in  support  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Indiana  battery,  which  opened  upon  the 
enemy's  fortifications  and  the  gunboat  Diana, 
which  had  taken  position  upon  their  left.  After 
the  silencing  and  withdra^^  of  the  IHuia,  the 
regiment  was  advanced  to  the  front  of  Ae 
enemy's  works,  and  successively,  during  the  day, 
supported  Garruth's,  Mack's,  Duryea's,  and  Biin- 
bridge's  baUeries. 
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Companies  E,  F,  and  G  were  advanced  as  skir- 
mishers, and  approached  within  speaking  dis- 
tance of  the  enemy's  intrenchments.  They  were 
actively  engaged  during  the  whole  afternoon  with 
yery  apparent  effect.  All  our  casualties  occurred 
during  this  engagement  Ther  battle  was  con- 
tinued till  some  time  after  dark,  when  we  birou- 
acked  upon  the  field  in  line  of  battle.  During 
the  night  the  enemy's  works  were  evacuated. 

On  the  fourteenth  we  marched  in  pursuit 
through  Franklin.  On  the  fifteenth,  sixteenth, 
and  seventeenth,  we  marched  through  Jeanerets, 
New-Iberia,  and  St  Martinsville,  without  special 
incident  On  the  eighteenth  we  rested  near  Ver- 
milionville.  On  the  nineteenth,  renewed  our 
inarch  for  Opelousas,  where  we  arrived  on  Monday 
morning,  the  twentieth.  We  are  distant  from 
Xew-Orleans  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  and 
from  Alexandria,  on  the  Red  River,  about  seventy- 
five  miles. 

The  patient  endurance  of  the  men  of  the 
regiment,  of  the  fatigues  and  privations  of  the 
long  march,  in  their  eagerness  to  overtake  and 
again  engage  the  routed  enemy,  deserves  the 
highest  praise.  Captains  Grannis  and  Brennan, 
with  their  C4>mpanies,  as  skirmishers  on  the 
eleventh  and  twelfth,  did  most  creditable  service. 
The  coolness  and  pertinacity  with  which  the  com- 
panies of  Captains  Braley  and  Byxbee  annoyed 
the  gunners  of  the  enemy  during  Uie  entire  after- 
noon of  the  thirteenth,  under  a  fire  of  grape  and 
canister  and  repeated  volleys  of  musketry,  re- 
flect the  highest  credit  upon  the  courage  and 
skill  of  the  ofiicers  and  soldiers  of  those  com- 
panies present 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  efficient  sup- 
port of  Major  Lewis  during  the  progress  of  the 
expedition.  Our  wounded  were  promptly  cared 
for  by  Doctor  Cummings,  Acting  Surgeon.  Chap- 
lain Bradford  is  deserving  of  great  praise  for  the 
fearless  activity  with  which  he  ministered  to  the 
sufifering  during  the  battle  and  the  night  follow- 
ing. I  inclose  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
Frank  H.  Peck, 

lieat.  "Colonel  Gommanding  Twelfth  GonnecUcut  Vols. 

P.  S. — ^Lieutenant  Francis,  who  was  wounded 
and  captured  on  the  Diana  on  the  twenty-eighth 
of  March,  was  recaptured  at  Franklin,  where  he 
now  remains  in  hospital,  receiving  all  possible 
attention.  F.  H.  P. 
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BATTLE   OF    FAYETTEVILLE,    ARK. 

GajX)NEL  HARRISON'S  REPORT. 

Hkaoquabtsrs  Post,  ) 

Patkttbtillk,  Abk.,  April  19,  1B68.  f 

Major- General  S.  R.  Curtis^  Commanding  De- 
partment of  the  Missouri : 
General:  The  following  report  of  the  battle 
of  yesterday  at  Fayotteville,  is  respectfully  sub- 
mitted, in  addition  to  the  telegraphic  despatches 
of  last  evening.  On  Friday,  seventeenth  instant, 
a  scout  under  conmiand  of  Lieutenant  Robb, 
First  Arkansas  cavalry,  returned  from  the  direc- 


tion of  Ozark,  and  reported  no  apparent  prepar- 
•«tions  of  the  enemy  to  move  in  this  direction. 
Having  no  fresh  horses,  I  ordered  Lieutenant 
Robb  to  take  his  conunand  to  quarters,  expecting 
to  be  able  to  send  a  small  scout  again  on  the  next 
day.     On  Saturday  morning,  eighteenth  instant, 
at  a  few  minutes  after  sunrise,  the  enemy  having 
made  a  forced  march  from  the  Boston  Mountain 
during  the  night,  surprised  and  captured  our  dis- 
mounted picket  on  the  Frog  Bayou  road,  and  ap- 
proached the    town  with  wild    and  deafening 
shouts.     Their  cavalry  chai^ged  up  a  deep  ravine 
on  the  east  side  of  the  city,  and  attacked  my 
headquarters,  (the  Colonel  Tibbetts  place.)    The 
firing  of  the  picket  had  alarmed  the  command, 
and  by  the  time  the  enemy  had  reached  town  the 
First  Arkansas  in&ntry  had  formed  on  their 
parade-ground,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  R  J.  Searle,  assisted  by  Major  £.  D. 
Hanna,  and  slowly  retired  by  my  orders,  toward 
the  cavalry,  then  formed,  dismounted,  at  their 
camp.     Fearing  that,  not  being  informed,  they 
might  be  mistaken  for  the  enemy,  and  be  fired 
upon  by  the  cavalry,  I  ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Searle  to  post  seven  companies  as  a  reserve  in  a 
sheltered  position  in  our  rear,  two  of  which  were 
afterward  ordered  to  support  the  left  wing.     The 
remaining  three  companies  of  the  First  infantry, 
together  with  four  companies  of  the  First  cavalry, 
formed  the  centre  of  our  line  under  my  own  im- 
mediate command.    The  right  wing  was  composed 
of  the  Third  battalion,  First  cavalry,  under  com- 
mand of  Major  Ezra  Fitch ;  and  the  left  wing. 
Second  battalion,  (First  Arkansas  cavaliy,)  was 
commanded  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  A.  W.  Bishop, 
assisted  by  Major  T.  J.  Hunt     Headquarters 
was  made  the  **bone  of  contention,''   and  was 
repeatedly  charged  by  the  rebels,  but  they  were 
gallantly  repulsed  by  our  men.     In  less  than 
thirty  minutes  after  the  first  attack,  the  enemy 
planted  two  pieces  of  artillery— one  a  twelve- 
pounder,  and  one  six-pounder — upon  the  hill-side 
east  of  town,  near  Colonel  Guitar's  place,  and 
opened  a  sharp  fire  of  canister  and  shells  upon  the 
camp  of  the  First  Arkansas  cavalry,  doing  some 
damage  to  tents  and  horses,  but  killing  no  men. 
At  eight  A.M.  our  centre  had  advanced  and  oc- 
cupied the  house,  yard,  out-buildings  and  hedges 
at  ray  headquarters ;  the  right  wing  had  ad- 
vanced to  the  arsenal,  and  the  left  occupied  the 
open  field  on  the  north-east  of  town,  while  the 
enemy  had  possession  of  the  whole  hill-side  east, 
the  Davis  place,  opposite  to,  and  the  grove  south 
of  headquarters.     This  grove  was  formerly  oc- 
cupied by  the  buildings  of  the  Arkansas  College. 
At  about  nine  a.m.,  or  a  little  before,  Colonel 
Munroe  led  a  gallant  and  desperate  cavalry  charge 
upon  our  right  wing,  which  was  met  by  a  galling 
cross-fire  from  our  right  and  centre,  piling  rebel 
men  and  horses  in  heaps  in  fh>nt  of  our  ordnance 
office,  and  causing  the  enemv  to  retreat  in  dis- 
order to  the  woods.    During  this  charge,  Captain 
Parker  and  Smith,  of  the  First  infiintry,  while 
bravely  cheering  their  men,  were  both  wounded 
in  the  head,  though  not  dangerously.    At  about 
the  same  time,  by  my  order,  two  companies  of 
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the  First  cavalry,  led  by  the  gallant  Lieutenant 
Robb,  advanced  within  rifle-range  of  the  enemy^s 
artillery,  and  guided  by  the  blaze  of  its  discharges, 
fired  several  volleys  into  the  midst  of  the  artil- 
lerists, which  effectually  silenced  their  battery 
and  caused  its  precipitate  withdrawal  from  the 
field.  The  enemy*s  centre,  occupying  the  Davis 
place,  made  a  desperate  resistance  for  nearly  an 
hour  after  both  wings  had  partially  given  way, 
and  skirmishing  continued  at  intervals  for  some 
time  with  pickets,  reconnoitring  parties  and  strag- 
glers. At  twelve  h.  their  whole  force  was  in  full 
retreat  for  Ozark.  Having  only  a  very  few  horses, 
and  they  already  on  duty  with  picketing  and 
reconnoitring  parties,  I  was  utterly  unable  to 
pursue  them.  During  the  whole  action  the  enemy 
occupied  ground  covered  with  timber  and  brush, 
while  my  command  were  in  the  streets  and  open 
fields. 

Since  the  battle  I  have  ascertained  the  follow- 
ing particulars :  General  Cabell  and  staffj  with 
al^ut  two  thousand  men  and  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery, left  Ozark  on  Friday  morning  with  three 
days'  rations  and  a  full  supply  of  ammunition. 
They  halted  at  the  crossing  of  the  mountains  at 
a  little  past  noon  and  rested  until  nearly  sunset, 
afterward  marching  rapidly  toward  Fayotteville 
They  were  delayed  by  the  darkness  of  the  night 
and  the  incumbrance  of  their  artillery  so  that 
they  did  not  commence  the  attack  as  early  by 
nearly  two  hours  as  they  had  intended.  Colonel 
Munroe  recommended  a  cavalry  attack,  to  be  sup- 
ported by  the  artillery,  but  was  overruled  by 
Cabell,  and  a  halt  was  made  until  the  artillery 
could  come  up.  Their  force  was  made  up  as  fol- 
lows :  Brigadier-General  W.  L.  Cabell,  command- 
ing, accompanied  by  staff  and  escort ;  Carroll's 
First  Arkansas  cavalry  n^ment,  Colonel  Scott, 
of  Virginia,  commanding,  assisted  by  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Thomson.  Munroe's  Second  Arkansas 
cavalry.  Colonel  Munroe  commanding  in  person. 
First  battalion  Parson's  Texas  cavalry,  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Noble  commanding.  One  section  of 
artillery,  commanding  officer  not  known,  four 
companies  bushwhackers,  commanded  by  Man- 
kins,  Palmer,  Brown,  and  others.  The  enemy  left 
all  their  dead  and  wounded  which  they  could  not 
take  away  on  their  retreat  in  our  hands,  leaving 
Surgeon  Russell  and  Assistant-Surgeon  Hplder- 
ness  to  take  charge  of  them.  To-day  Captain 
Alexander  arrived  at  our  picket  with  a  flag  of 
truce  bringing  a  communication  tx>m  General 
Cabell,  a  copy  of  which  I  inclose.  The  flag  was 
immediately  ordered  back  with  my  reply,  a  copy 
of  which  is  also  inclosed.  The  following  is  a  list 
of  casualties  on  our  side : 

First  Arkansas  Infimtry. — Killed:  S.  Cockerill, 
Co.  A. 

First  Arkansas  Cavalry. — Killed:  Privates  H. 
Morris  and  J.  D.  Bell,  Co.  I:  R.  B.  Burrows, 
Ca  A.  Wounded :  Captain  W.  S.  Johnson,  Co. 
M.,  right  ann,  dangerously.  Seiveant  Frederick 
Kise,  Co.  A,  slightly.  Sergeant  John  Asbill,  Co. 
D,  severely.  First  Sergeant  W.  M.  Burrows,  Ca 
E^  severely.    Commissary  Sergeant  Ben.  K.  Gra* 


ham,  Co.  L,  slightly.  Corporal  Josiah  Fears  Ca 
A,  slightly.  Corporal  Henry  C.  Lewis,  Co.  D, 
slightly.  Corporal  Geo.  A.  Morris,  Co.  G,  Might- 
ly.  Corporal  Doctor  B.  Morris,  Co.  M,  slightly. 
Farrier  Wm.  Wooten,  Co.  C,  slightly.  John 
Hays,  Co.  A,  severely.  James  Jack,  Co.  A,  se- 
verely. William  J.  Quinton,  Co.  D,  slightly. 
Francis  M.  Temple,  Co.  D,  slightly.  John  Gnibb, 
Co.  E,  slightly.  Jordan  Taylor,  Co.  E,  severeir. 
I  Wm.  F.  Davis,  Co.  G,  slightly.  George  Dans, 
Co.  H,  mortally.  William  J.  York,  Ca  H,  se- 
verely.     Davis  Chyle,  Co.  M,  slightly. 

First  Arkansas  Infantry.— Captain  Randall 
Smith,  Co.  A,  head,  slightly.  Captain  Wm.  C. 
Parker,  Co.  H,  head,  slightly.  Corporal  John 
Woods,  Co.  A,  slightly.  James  Shockley,.Oo.  A, 
mortally.  Niles  Slater,  Co.  A,  slightly.  Dtnid 
Rupe,  Co.  E,  slightly.  William  Rockdey,  Co.  P, 
severely.     Nolin,  Co.  H,  slightly. 

Ran  away  disgracefully  to  Cassville,  Lieut  C 
C.  Wells,  Regimental  Quartermaster  Fu^t  Arkan- 
sas infantry. 

Missing — thirty-five.  Mostly  stampeded  to- 
ward Cassville  during  the  engagement 

Prisoners :  One  lieutenant  and  eight  men,  First 
Arkansas  cavalry,  taken  while  absent  withoat 
leave  at  a  dance  nine  miles  from  town.  Also,  on« 
private,  First  Arkansas  infantry,  and  six  priTites 
from  other  commands,  taken  in  town. 

Total  killed,  four;  wounded,  twenty-six;  pris- 
oners, sixteen;  missing,  thirty-five. 

The  enemy's  loss  is  not  accurately  known.  At 
and  about  this  post  are  not  less  than  tirentv 
killed  and  fifty  wounded.  Citizens  rq>ort  one 
Colonel  and  several  men  as  having  died  on  the 
retreat ;  also  a  large  number  of  wounded  still 
moving  on  with  the  command.  We  captured, 
durine  the,  engagement,  Major  Wilson,  General 
Cabelrs  commissary,  wounded,  and  Captain  Jef- 
ferson, of  CarroU^s  regiment ;  also,  four  seigeants, 
three  corporals,  and  forty-six  privates,  a  part  of 
them  wounded ;  also  not  less  than  fifty  horses^ 
and  one  hundred  stand  of  arms,  mostly  shot-guns. 
Among  their  killed  are  Captain  Hubbard  of  Car- 
roll's  regiment,  and  a  captain  of  bushwhadicrs. 
The  enemv  admit  the  loss  of  over  two  hundred 
horses,  killed,  taken,  and  stampeded. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  rough  sketch  of  the  po- 
sition of  forces  at  nine  a.m.,  when  the  baUle  cul- 
minated. 

Every  field  and  line-officer,  and  nearly  every 
enlisted  man  fought  bravely,  and  I  would  not 
wish  to  be  considered  as  disparaging  any  one 
when  I  can  mention  only  a  few  of  the  many  he- 
roic men  who  sustained  so  nobly  the  honor  <Jroar 
flag.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Searle  ant^  Major  Ham, 
in  command  of  the  reserve,  did  good  serrioe  in 
keeping  their  men  in  position  and  preventing  them 
fi*om  being  terrified  by  the  artillery.  UeateDant- 
Colonel  Sishop  and  Miy<H«  Fitdi  and  Hunt,  of 
the  First  cavalry,  led  their  men  coolly  up  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy's  fire,  and  drove  tiiem  from 
their  position.  Captain  W.  S.  Johnson,  oomptBy 
M,  First  cavalry,  had  his  right  arm  shattered 
while  leading  his  men  forward  uoder  a  pS^ 
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fire.  Lieutenant  Roseman,  Post- Adjutant^  and 
Lieutenant  Frank  Strong,  Acting  Adjutant,  First 
cavalry,  deserve  much  praise.  « 

I  remain,  General,  your  most  obedient  serrant, 

M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Colonel  Fint  Arkanias  Caralry  Commanding. 

P.  S. — ^We  had  actively  engaged  during  the 
battle  between  three  and  four  hundred  men  only. 
I  should  not  neglect  also  to  mention  that  S.  D. 
Carpenter,  Assistant-Surgeon  of  volunteers,  as- 
sisted by  Assistant-Surgeons  Gaffe,  Drake,  and 
PeSl,  were  actively  engaged  during  the  contest 
in  carrying  the  wounded  from  the  field  and  at- 
tending to  their  wants. 

M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Colonel  FInt  Arkansas  CaTalry,  Commanding. 

HBADQnABnas  NonB-Wnr  AaKAnAS, ) 

April  19, 1868.     f 

Sir  :  The  bearer  of  this  letter,  Captain  Alexan- 
der, visits  your  post  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  bury 
any  of  my  command  that  may  be  left  dead  from 
the  engagement  of  yesterday.  I  respectfully  re- 
quest diat  you  will  sufifer  him  to  get  up  the  dead 
and  wounded,  and  that  you  will  extend  to  him 
such  assistance  as  may  be  necessary  to  enable 
him  to  carry  out  his  instructions. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obdH  serv't, 

W.  L.  Cabell, 

Brigadler-Ocneral  Commanding  North* West  Arkansas. 

To  Colonel  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Commanding  Post  of  FayetteTlUt. 

H&iDQVAEms  PoBT,  Fatrtitilu,  ) 
Ark.,  AprU  19, 1868.     f 

Brigadier- General  W.  Z.  Ccibell^  Commanding, 

General  :  In  reply  to  despatches  from  you  bj 
hand  of  Captain  Alexander,  bearing  flag  of  truce, 
I  would  respectfully  state  that  the  dei^  of  your 
command  have  all  been  decently  buried  in  coffins. 
The  wounded  are  in  charge  of  Surgeons  Russell 
and  Holden,  having  been  removed  to  our  general 
hospital  by  my  order.  They  are  receiving  every 
attention  that  men  can  receive,  abundance  of  med- 
icines, surgical  instruments  and  subsistence  stores 
haying  been  placed  under  the  control  of  your 
surgeons. 

Rest  assured.  General,  that  your  wounded  shall 
receive  the  best  of  care,  such  as  we  would  hope 
to  have  from  you  were  we  placed  in  a  like  situa- 
tion. 

Under  the  circumstances,  I  consider  it  unne- 
cessary to  retain  your  flag,  and  therefore  return  it 
Your  prisoners  shall  be  paroled,  and  as  fast  as 
the  men  whose  names  are  mentioned  in  your  list 
report  to  our  lines,  the  exchanges  will  be  made. 
I  am,  General,  very  truly  yours, 

M.  La  Rub  Habbison, 

Colonel  nftmm^wiiiwg, 

OENIRAL  ORDER  NO.  le. 

UAX)  AT  fimn  aiBTias,  rAiwtavujj,  suvdat,  Ann.  19,18$8l 

HMADQUAsms  Post,  FAiaiigfituL ) 
Aat,  April  9,  ISWT^  f 

OoKRADBs  nr  Arms  :  Let  the  eighteenth  of  April, 
1868,  be  ever  remembered.  The  battle  of  Fay- 
ettetille  has  been  fought  and  won.    To-day  the 


brave  and  victorious  sons  of  Arkansas  stand 
proudly  upon  the  soil  which  theur  blood  and  their 
bravery  have  rendered  sacred  to  every  true- 
hearted  American,  but  doubly  sacred  to  them. 
In  the  light  of  this  holy  Sabbath  sun  wo  are  per- 
mitted, through  God's  mercy,  to  gather  together 
in  his  name  and  in  the  name  of  our  common 
country,  to  offer  up  our  heartfelt  thanks  to  the 
"  Giver  of  every  good  and  perfect  gift,"  for  the 
triumphs  of  our  arms  and  for  the  blessings  which 
we  this  day  enjoy. 

When  yesterday's  sun  rose  upon  us,  the  hos- 
tile hordes  of  a  bitter  and  unprincipled  foe  were 
pouring  their  deadly  fire  among  our  ranks ;  the 
booming  of  his  artillery  was  reechoing  from 
mountain  to  mountain,  and  the  clattering  hoofs 
of  his  cavalry  were  trampling  in  our  streets. 

At  meridian.  General  Cabell  with  his  shattered 
and  panic-stricken  cohorts  was  retreating  precip- 
itately through  the  passes  of  the  Boston  Moun- 
tains toward  the  Arkansas  River,  leaving  his  dead 
and  wounded  in  our  hands. 

Fellow-soldiers  :  It  is  to  your  honor  and  credit 
I  say  it,  he  could  not  have  left  them  in  better 
hands.  Not  one  act  of  barbarity  or  even  unkind- 
ness  stains  the  laurels  you  so  proudly  wear.  Such 
may  your  conduct  ever  be ;  brave  and  unflinching 
in  battle ;  kind  and  generous  to  the  vanquished. 
Abstain  fi^m  all  cruelty  and  excess.  Respect 
the  immunities  of  private  property.  Never  in- 
sult or  injure  women  and  children,  the  aged,  the 
sick,  or  a  fallen  foe. 

Let  us  show  to  our  enemies  that  the  Federal 
soldiers  of  Arkansas  are  as  generous  as  they  are 
brave  and  patriotic ;  let  us  prove  to  them  the 
justice  of  our  cause  and  the  purity  of  our  pur** 
poses,  so  that  soon  we  may  gather  together,  un- 
der the  broad  folds  of  our  time-honored  and  vic- 
torious banner  every  true-hearted  son  of  Arlom- 
sas. 

Fellow-soldiers:  I  congratulate  you  all  upon 
the  glorious  victory  you  have  won  by  your  cool 
and  determined  bravery  for  that  Union  which 
our  revolutionary  sires  established  by  their  valor 
and  sealed  with  their  blood.  More  than  all,  do  I 
congratulate  you  that  this  battie  was  fought  upon 
Arkansas  soU,  and  this  victory  won  by  Arkan- 
sians  alone;  thereby  testifying  to  our  patriot 
brethren  in  arms  from  other  States  tiiat  we  are 
not  only  willing  but  anxious  to  second  their  ef- 
forts in  rescuing  our  State  from  the  dominion  of 
traitors.  But  in  all  our  rejoicing  let  us  not  neg- 
lect to  shed  the  tear  of  regret  over  the  graves  of 
those  heroic  men  who  fell  beside  us,  fighting 
bravely  for  tiie  nation's  honor. 

Oraen  be  their  mosey  graves ; 

Immortal  be  their  name ; 
Abore.  their  banner  prondl  j  waTes, 

Whlis  bearen  records  their  ftune. 

Ajust  cause  is  ours.  The  Stars  and  Stripes 
float  gallantly  over  us.  God  is  on  our  side.  Who 
can  be  against  us  f 

By  order  of  Colonel  M.  La  Rue  Harrison, 

Ooramandinf  Poilb 

Jakes  Roseman, 

Uevtenant  and  Post  A4|atani. 
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Doc.  173. 
COL.  STREIGHT'S  RAID  INTO  GEORGIA.* 

INDIANAPOLIS  JOURNAL  ACCOUNT. 

Editor  Journal  :  Your  readers  are  doubtless 
advised  of  the  fact  that  Colonel  A.  D.  Streight,  in 
command  of  one  brigade,  composed  of  the  Fifty- 
first  and  Seyenty-third  Indiana,  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois, and  the  Third  Ohio  regimente,  and  two 
companies  of  Tennessee  cavalry,  (Alabamians,) 
left  Nashville,  Tennessee,  April  eleventh,  for  some 
point  in  the  South,  on  a  raid. 

I  will  not  mention  the  many  delays  and  mis- 
fortunes that  befell  us  on  our  way  down  the 
Cumberland  and  up  the  Tennessee,  but  will  say 
that  when  we  left  the  boats  at  Eastport  for  the 
accomplishment  of  our  object,  not  over  one  half 
of  our  troops  were  mounted,  and  many  of  those 
who  were  mounted  had  mules  that  could  not  en- 
dure two  consecutive  days  of  travel  In  this  con- 
dition we  moved,  in  the  rear  of  General  Dodge's 
forces,  to  Tuscumbia,  Alabama,  which  place  we 
reached  on  the  twenty-fourth.  Here  worn-out 
mules  and  wagon-horses  were  received,  but  not 
enough  to  mount  the  command — there  being  be- 
tween two  and  three  hundred  who  had  to  go  on 
foot  At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-seventh  the  brigade  started  for  Russel- 
ville,  a  distance  of  eighteen  miles.  The  night 
was  very  dark,  and  the  road  covered  with  water 
from  the  recent  heavy  rains.  In  ascending  a 
very  steep  hill  through  a  cut  that  could  not 
properly  be  called  a  road,  with  very  deep  ravines 
washed  out  on  both  sides,  several  mules,  with 
their  riders,  were  seen  in  the  ravine  struggling 
with  little  success  to  get  out  None  of  the  men 
were  severely  hurt,  but  their  persons  were  com- 
pletely covered  with  mud,  and  presented  an  un- 
sightly appearance.  The  object  had  in  moving 
in  this  direction  evidently  was  to  obtain  all  the 
good  stock  to  be  had  to  mount  the  men.  Unless 
the  men  could  be  mounted,  and  well  mounted 
too,  it  was  useless  to  undertake  the  expedition. 
But  the  inhabitants,  in  this  and  adjoining  coun- 
ties, having  heard  of  Dodge's  advance  to  Tus- 
cumbia, at  once  concealed  their  horses  and  mules 
in  the  mountains.  This  caused  some  delay  in 
mounting  the  men,  and  when  we  reached  Moulton 
we  were  poorly  mounted,  and  even  then  a  few 
had  to  go  on  foot  Here  information  was  re- 
ceived that  the  enemy  in  the  valley  of  Courtland 
were  informed  of  our  movements,  and  were  ad- 
vancing on  us,  under  Colonel  Roddy. 

We  left  Moulton  before  daylight  in  the  morn- 
ing, in  order  to  get  out  of  their  way,  not  thinking 
that  they  would  pursue  very  far  so  long  as  Gen- 
eral Dodge  made  a  demonstration  before  them. 
Camped  at  night  at  Day's  Gap.  enjoying  the  first 
full  night's  rest  since  we  left  Tuscumbia. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirtieth  of  April,  short- 
ly atler  leaving  camp,  our  rear  was  fired  into. 
The  enemy  soon  opened  on  us  wiUi  two  pieces 
of  artillery,  doing  very  little  damage.    In  a  very 

*  8m  Serfeant  Breidenthal*!  JoonuJ,  In  the  Biq;>plcmeiit  to 
tte  Bsniuoi  RaooBD. 


short  time  the  brigade  dismounted,  and  were  dis- 
posed on  the  crest  of  a  hill  on  both  sides  of  the 
road,  with  oiders  to  hold  their  fire  until  the  ene- 
my came  very  near.  They  moved  their  artillery 
very  near,  and  threw  their  shells  far  over  us.  We 
had  two  small  pieces  of  artillery,  which  were 
used  with  precision  and  effect,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Pavey,  of  the  Eighth  Illi- 
nois. When  the  rebels  had  advanced  sufficieoUj 
near,  Colonel  Streight  ordered  a  charge,  which 
was  handsomely  executed,  driving  the  enemy  and 
killing  and  wounding  not  less  tlmn  seventy-five. 
We  lost  one  killed,  on  the  field  and  twenty 
wounded,  several  mortally.  Among  the  latter  we 
are  pained  to  announce  the  name  of  Captain  J. 
W.  Sheets,  commanding  the  Fifty-first  regiment 
We  took  their  two  pieces  of  artillery  in  the 
charge,  and  soon  had  them  in  readiness  to  be 
served  against  the  enemy.  They  left  many  guns 
and  side-arms  on  the  field,  and  several  riderless 
horses,  which  were  quickly  appropriated. 

The  bri^de  was  soon  ordered  to  move  on,  not- 
withstandmg  the  continued  firing  between  the 
pickets. 

It  was  a  sad  thought  to  have  to  leave  our  min- 
gled heroes  in  that  deep  ravine  to  the  tender  mer- 
cies of  a  vanquished  foe.  All  their  wounds  wen 
neatly  dressed,  and  several  amputations  were  per- 
formed with  a  skill  and  despatch  quite  compli- 
mentary to  the  surgeons.  Our  surgeon  and 
nurses,  with  a  few  necessary  articles,  were  left 
with  them  to  care  for  their  wants ;  and  with  one 
long,  sad  look  we  parted  with  those  we  may  not 
soon  see  again. 

About  uuree  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
same  day,  the  rear  regiment — the  Third  Ohio- 
was  attacked  in  crossing  a  small  croek,  and  be- 
fore it  could  receive  support  fi-om  the  advance 
regiments,  the  rebels  had  succeeded  in  crossing 
the  creek,  and  were  driving  our  men  over  the 
brow  of  the  hill. 

In  a  very  short  time  (for  mounted  men)  the 
troops  were  disposed  in  line  of  battle  before  the 
enemy.  Here  the  engagement  became  very  hot 
on  the  right — ^the  rebels  advancinz  with  great 
boldness.  They  were  repulsed  with  great  loss, 
as  we  afterward  ascertained.  There  was  a  loll 
in  the  contest  for  a  while,  then  firing  was  beard 
on  our  extreme  left  Happily  one  regiment  bad 
just  arrived  there  in  time  to  receive  the  enemy's 
charge — ^his  movement  being  anticipated  by  Col- 
onel Streight ;  but  our  right  was  turned  so  far 
that  we  were  under  a  galling  cross-fire,  compel- 
ling the  centre  to  fall  back.  Here,  afta-  the  am- 
munition was  all  expended,  the  two  pieces  of  ar- 
tillery captured  in  the  morning  were  spiked  and 
abandoned.  The  firing  became  general  and  al- 
most terrific  Such  valor  is  seldom  displayed  by 
men  as  was  shown  by  these  troops  in  resisting 
the  attacks  of  twice  their  numlxar  with  no  ad- 
vantage of  position.  The  firing  continued  nearly 
an  hour,  one  incessant  rattle  of  musketry,  re- 
lieved only  by  the  thunder  of  the  little  brass 
pieces  which  did  good  work.  Darkness  coming 
on  caused  a  cessation  of  hostilities.  Although 
the  firing  was  terrific  and  long  continued,  wo 
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lost  only  two  killed  and  sevenil  slightly  wound- 
ed The  escape  of  the  men  seemed  almost  mi- 
raculous. Here  Colonel  Streight  had  his  horse 
killed  under  him,  pierced  with  two  musket-balls. 
Officers  and  men  behaved  themselves  very  gal- 
lantly, and  none  displayed  greater  bravery  and 
coolness  than  the  Colonel  commanding. 

Owing  to  our  hasty  departure  and  the  dark- 
ness, the  surgeons  were  unable  to  dress  the 
wounds  of  the  soldiers  'save  a  few.  Not  being 
informed  of  the  Colonel's  intention  to  move,  Dr. 
Peck,  Acting  Brigade  Surgeon,  and  Assistant- 
Surgeon  King  of  the  Fifty-first,  went  on  the  field 
to  look  after  our  wounded,  and  were  soon  sur- 
prised to  find  themselves  almost  in  the  enemy's 
lines.  Dr.  Peck  succeeded  in  escaping,  but  Dr. 
King  was  made  prisoner  and  sent  to  Day's  Gap. 

Just  as  we  left,  the  enemy  had  received  reen- 
forcements,  with  three  pieces  of  artillery.  They 
shelled  our  rear,  causing  some  commotion  among 
the  horses  and  mules.  It  was  expected  that 
they  would  follow,  and  no  time  was  lost  Ar- 
riving at  a  favorable  situation,  Colonel  Streight 
disposed  his  troops  in  ambush  on  both  sides  of 
the  road,  where  they  waited  with  almost  breath- 
less anxiety,  and  eyes  weary  with  watching,  for 
the  approach  of  the  enemy.  Two  hours  were 
lost  and  no  enemy  appeared.  We  moved  on, 
reaching  BlountsvUle,  the  county-seat  of  Blount 
County,  at  noon,  May  first  Soldiers  seldom  get 
more  weary  and  sleepy  than  did  those  heroes 
on  that  night  and  morning,  after  having  fought 
in  two  severe  engagements  in  less  than  twelve 
hours.  The  mules  and  horses  were  not  only 
tired  but  hungry.  During  our  two  hours'  rest 
here,  rations  were  issued  to  the  men  and  ammu- 
nition distributed.  All  the  wagons  but  one  were 
burned,  and  the  ammunition  was  put  on  the 
backs  of  pack-mules.  At  three  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  May  first,  we  were  on  the  move.  We 
h&d  not  proceeded  far  when  skirmishing  was 
again  commenced  in  the  rear.  The  Colonel  se- 
lected the  first  bank  of  a  stream,  (the  east  fork 
of  the  Black  Warrior,  I  think,)  for  his  line  of 
battle,  and  checked  the  further  progress  of  the 
enemy.  They  had  not  yet  come  up  in  force, 
and  it  was  not  deemed  wise  to  wait  for  their 
arrival  We  moved  on  that  afternoon  and  night 
until  twelve  o'clock,  when  we  rested  until  day- 
light Our  march  during  the  forenoon  of  the 
second  instant,  was  considerably  annoyed  by  the 
enemy's  skirmishers  in  our  rear.  We  passed 
Gadsden,  stopping  only  long  enough  to  destroy 
a  large  quantity  of  meal  and  other  provisions  in 
store  for  the  rebels.  Here  it  was  expected  that 
a  small  steamer  would  be  found  upon  which  a 
detachment  of  men  could  be  placed,  and  sent  to 
Rome  to  hold  the  place  until  our  arrival.  The 
steamer  was  not  there.  We  moved  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Coosa  River  toward  Rome.  The  ani- 
mals were  becoming  very  much  exhausted,  and 
men  were  compelled  to  fall  in  the  rear  of  the 
guard,  and  a  few  were  taken  prisoners.  We  had 
to  go  much  slower  in  order  to  prevent  this. 

At  about  one  o'clock  p.m.  on  the  second,  our  rear 
was  again  attacked,  but  the  coolness  and  bravery 


of  the  rear-guard,  assisted  by  one  piece  of  artil- 
lery, kept  them  at  a  respectful  distance. 

Arriving  at  Mr.  Blount's  farm,  well  provided 
with  com,  the  Colonel  ordered  the  animals  to  be 
sent  forward  and  fed,  while  one  or  two  regiments 
held  the  enemy  at  bay.  But  the  rebels  were 
much  nearer  than  was  expected,  and  fired  on  the 
men  before  they  were  in  position.  It  was  here, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  engagement,  that  Colonel 
Hathaway  fell  while  at  the  head  of  his  regiment 
This  event  caused  a  general  feeling  of  sadness, 
especially  among  the  men  of  his  own  command, 
who  seemed  to  love  him  as  a  father.  He  was  a 
brave  man. 

The  enemy  were  again  repulsed  vri th  consid- 
erable loss,  but  continued  to  skirmish  bri^ly. 

From  this  point  Col.  Streight  sent  a  detachment 
of  two  hundred  men  in  command  of  Captain  Mil- 
ton Russell,  of  the  Fifty-first  Indiana,  acting  Pro- 
vost-Marshal, to  Rome,  Georgia,  to  take  and  hold 
it  until  our  arrival.  Owing  to  the  delay  they  met 
with  in  ferrying  a  stream,  they  did  not  arrive  be- 
fore Rome  until  the  next  day  at  nine  o'clock  a.m. 
They  had  been  advised  of  their  advance,  and  sent 
out  pickets  to  arrest  their  progress.  Captain 
Russell  ascertained  that  the  town  was  protected 
by  a  considerable  force  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery. Besides,  they  had  the  bridge  already  torn 
up  to  prevent  our  crossing  of  the  river  Finding 
it  impossible  to  gain  the  town.  Captain  Russell 
slowly  retreated  to  the  main  force.  The  enemy 
was  held  back  at  Blount's  farm  till  after  dark, 
during  which  time  the  pack-mules  and  a  part  of 
the  force  were  sent  on  to  cross  two  tributaries 
of  the  Coosa  River.  At  the  first  ford  it  was  ex- 
pected to  find  a  ferry-boat  on  which  to  cross  the 
ammunition,  but  it  was  gone.  This  caused  a  de- 
lay of  several  hours.  The  train  proceeded  up 
the  creek  two  or  three  miles,  where  a  very  unsafe 
ford  was  found  with  a  very  rapid  current  In 
crossing,  the  ammunition  was  somewhat  dam- 
aged, several  boxes  becoming  wet 

Not  more  than  one  mile  to  the  left  of  our  road, 
was  the  Round  Mountain  Iron- Works,  where 
munitions  of  war  were  manufactured  for  the  con- 
federate service.  It  was  burned  to  the  ground 
and  all  its  machinery  rendered  useless.  This 
was  something  the  rebels  could  ill  afford  to  lose, 
and  I  have  since  learned  that  they  have  com- 
menced to  rebuild  it 

There  was  a  bridge  over  the  second  stream 
which  was  destroyed  as  soon  as  our  forces  cross- 
ed. Here  it  was  hoped  that  the  two  last  streams 
were  between  us  and  the  enemy,  and  that  we 
would  not  soon  be  annoyed  by  their  attacks.  So 
two  miles  beyond  Cedar  Bluffs  the  command  was 
divided  so  that  thev  could  procure  corn  to  feed. 
The  men  were  busily  engaged  in  preparing  their 
scanty  breakfast,  or  taking  that  rest  of  which 
they  had  had  so  little  in  the  last  two  weeks,  and 
enjoying  a  feeling  of  security,  when  their  peace 
was  soon  disturbed  by  firing  in  the  rear.  This 
caused  considerable  excitement,  but  the  men, 
jaded  and  tired  as  they  were,  moved  bravely  to 
the  fi*ont  A  flag  of  truce  was  sent  demanding  a 
surrender.    Colonel  Streight  refused,  upon  which 
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the  officer  replied  that  the  consequences  were 
upon  him,  (Colonel  Streight)  Colonel  Streight 
asked  time  to  consider,  after  which  he  surrender- 
ed, exacting  the  following  conditions : 

That  the  officers  and  men  should  retain  their 
private  property,  including  side-arms ;  that  each 
regiment  should  he  allowed  to  keep  its  flag ;  and 
that  he  (Colonel  Streight)  he  permitted  to  go 
around  the  enemy's  lines  to  see  tiie  batteries  said 
to  be  placed  in  position  around  us. 

The  first  and  second  conditions  were  never 
complied  with,  because  we  were  then  in  their 
power,  but  the  third  condition  was  complied  with, 
and  Colonel  Streight  satisfied  himself  that  he 
could  not  take  their  batteries  without  great  loss, 
and  found  that  they  were  in  position  as  had  been 
stated  by  General  Forrest  There  was  another 
reason  not  less  potent  Our  ammunition  was 
discovered  to  be  in  a  damaged  condition,  so  much 
80  that  the  whole  of  it  was  comparatively  value- 
less.    It  had  got  wet  in  crossing  the  creek. 

Colonel  Streight  drew  up  his  men  and  stated 
to  them  the  reasons  which  led  him  to  surrender, 
and  at  the  close  the  men  gave  three  tremendous 
cheers  for  Colonel  Streight,  which  clearly  showed 
their  confidence  in  him  as  a  leader. 

The  officers  and  men  were  taken  to  Rome, 
Georgia,  where  they  went  through  the  fdrce  of 
paroling. 

On  our  journey  to  Richmond,  and  while  there, 
we  were  treated  very  much  as  our  numerous 
predecessors. 

On  Saturday,  the  twenty-fourth,  the  surgeons 
and  chaplains  of  this  brigade,  with  the  officers 
of  Hooker's  army,  were  sent  into  our  hues  via 
Fortress  Monroe.  Colonel  Streight  and  the  offi- 
cers of  his  command  are  still  held,  and  it  is  said 
they  intend  to  hold  them  as  long  as  possible. 

The  loss  of  the  brigade  in  this  engagement 
was  twelve  killed  and  sixty-nine  wounded. 

Most  of  the  officers  were  in  good  health,  and 
hopeful  that  the  Government  would  not  let  them 
remain  there  long. 

Captain  Brown  and  other  officers  of  the  Indi- 
anola  are  in  Washington.     More  anon. 

Qeoroe  J.  Frenyear, 

Flfty-flrai  Indiana  Yolunteen. 
C<»LUiiBT7s,  Ohio,  May  8.  , 

BRAQG*8  OFFICIAL  REPORT. 

TvLLAHOKA,  TmntssBB,  May  6l 

To  General  S.  Cooper,  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 

General : 

On  the  nineteenth  of  April  the  enemy  moved 
from  Corinth  toward  Tuscumbia,  crossed  Bear 
Creek  with  five  regiments  of  cavalry,  two  of 
infiintry,  and  ten  pieces  of  artillery.  Colonel 
Roddy,  commanding,  fought  them  on  the  eigh- 
teenth with  one  regiment,  killing  a  large  number 
and  capturing  more  than  one  hundred  prisoners 
and  one  piece  of  artillery  with  horses  and  cais- 
sons, losing  six  killed  and  twenty  wounded. 

The  enemy,  after  burying  their  dead,  fell 
back,  and  on  the  nineteenth  they  were  reenforced 
to  three  full  brigades,  the  whole  under  command 
of  General  Dodge.  Skirmishing  continued  on 
the  nineteenth,  twentieth,  twenty-first,  twenty- 


second,  and  twenty-third.  On  the  night  of  the 
nineteenth  the  enemy  landed  troops  at  Eastport 
from  a  large  number  of  steamers,  and  burned  the 
town  and  houses  on  several  plantations.  On  the 
twenty-fourth  Roddy  fought  them.  Their  loss 
was  heavy,  ours  sHgnt  He  contested  every  inch 
of  ground,  but  falling  back  before  overwhelming 
forces,  the  enemy  advanced  and  entered  Tuscum- 
bia on  the  twenty-fiftl^  The  enemy  advanced 
toward  Decatur  as  far  as  Town  Creek. 

Nothing  more  occurred  until  the  twenty-eighth. 
On  that  day  Forrest  with  his  brigade,  having 
been  ordered  by  me  from  Columbia,  arrived  and 
engaged  all  day,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and 
three  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  heavjr. 
Forrest  falling  back. 

On  the  twenty-eighth,  Forrest  discovered  i 
heavy  force  of  cavalry,  under  Colonel  Streight, 
marching  on  Moulton  and  Blountsville.  General 
Forrest  pursued  this  force  with  two  regiments, 
fighting  him  all  day  and  night  at  Drives  Gap, 
at  Sand  Mountain,  with  the  loss  of  five  killed  and 
fifty  wounded — Captains  Forrest  and  Thompson, 
it  is  feared,  mortally.  The  enemy  left  on  the 
field  fifty  killed,  one  hundred  and  fifty  wounded, 
burned  fifty  of  his  wagons,  turned  loose  tiro 
hundred  and  fifty  mules  and  one  hundred  and 
fifty  negroes,  and  pursued  his  way  toward 
Blountsville,  Gadsden,  and  Rome,  Georgia. 

On  the  third  of  May,  between  Gadsden  and 
Rome,  after  five  days  and  nights  of  fighting  and 
marching.  Gen.  Forrest  captured  CoL  Streight 
and  his  whole  command,  about  one  thousand  six 
hundred,  with  rifles,  horses,  etc. 

Braxton  Bragg. 

ROME  "  SENTINEL  **  ACOOUNT. 

Rons,  Oi.,  May  T. 

General  Forrest  received  it^ws  that  lai^ge  forces 
of  Yankee  cavalry  were  in  North- Alabama  and 
marched  immediately  to  meet  them.  He  reached 
CourUand,  Alabama,  on  Monday  morning,  twen- 
ty-seventh ult.  General  Dodge  (Yankee)  was 
then  in  the  neighborhood  of  that  place  with  a 
force  of  ten  thousand  men.  Skirmishing  began 
that  evening,  and  on  Tuesday  morning  General 
Forrest,  with  not  more  than  one  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  engaged  the  enemy  ten  thousand 
strong  for  several  hours.  The  engagement  to<^ 
place  at  Town  Creek,  between  Courtland  and 
Florence,  and  across  the  creek,  as  it  was  so  much 
swollen  by  recent  rains  that  it  was  imposable  for 
either  party  to  cross.  The  contest  closed  at  this 
place  without  the  accomplishment  of  a  great  deal 
on  either  side.  From  this  place  a  Yankee  brigade 
of  two  thousand  men  were  sent  in  the  Sreo 
tion  of  Rome,  commanded  by  Colonel  Streight, 
of  Indiana.  General  Forrest  left  a  regiment  at 
Courtland,  and  with  a  small  force  went  in  pur- 
suit of  Streight,  marching  firom  forty  to  fiAy 
miles  a  day  and  fighting  more  or  less  every  day, 
and  had  one  fight  at  two  o'clock  at  night 

A  hard  fight  took  place  on  Sand  Mountaiirea 
Thursday,  when  Captain  Forrest^  a  brother  of 
the  General,  vras  wounded,  and  it  is  feared  mor- 
tally.    On  Friday  they  fought  at  Blountsville^ 
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where  Colonel  Hathaway,  of  Indiana,  was  shot  in 
the  breast  and  fell  dead  from  his  horse.  We  are 
informed  by  Mr.  Joseph  G.  Blount  that  when  Col- 
onel Hathaway  fell,  several  Yankee  officers  went 
to  him  and  fell  on  his  body  and  wept  like  chil- 
dren. Colonel  Streight  asked  Mr.  B.  to  put  the 
body  of  Col.  Hathaway  in  a  metallic  coffin,  and 
send  it  through  the  lines,  but  was  informed  that 
such  a  coffin  could  not  be  procured.  He  then 
asked  him  to  put  him  in  a  pme  coffin  and  bury 
him,  but  Mr.  B.  replied:  *^I  can^t  do  that,  for 
Tou  have  burnt  all  my  lumber."  He  then  asked 
nun  to  roll  up  the  body  in  an  oil-cloth  and  bury 
it  With  this  request  Mr.  B.  complied,  notwith- 
standing they  burnt  his  bacon,  com,  and  all  his 
provisions,  his  corn-crib,  stables,  and  other  out- 
hounes,  and  took  all  his  mules  and  horses.  Col- 
onel Streight  apologized  for  the  act  by  assuring 
him  that  what  he  (Streight)  did  was  forced  upon 
him  by  a  military  necessity.  As  General  For- 
rest was  in  such  close  pursuit  of  Colonel  Streight 
he  did  not  have  time  to  gratify  the  malignity  of 
his  black  heart  to  the  fullest  extent  He,  how- 
ever, burned  the  Round  Mountain  Iron- Works, 
which  belonged  to  the  government  and  to  Judge 
Samuel  P.  L.  Marshall. 

On  Friday  night  or  Saturday  a  detachment  of 
two  hundred  picked  men  were  sent  by  Colonel 
Streight  to  Rome  with  orders  to  do  their  work 
and  then  return  to  the  command.  They  came 
to  Colonel  Shorter^s  spring,  one  mile  and  a  quar- 
ter from  this  place,  where  they  were  informed 
by  a  negro,  *'  dat  Rome  is  plum  full  of  soldiers 
an^  dem  big  guns  is  put  up  on  cotton  bags  and  are 
pintin  up  all  de  roads.  They  therefore  re- 
turned to  their  command  without  approaching 
nearer  than  the  spring. 

In  the  mean  time  General  Forrest  overtook  the 
niain  body  on  Sunday  morning,  about  ten  o^ clock, 
in  Alabama,  two  miles  firom  the  Georgia  line,  and 
twenty  miles  from  Rome.  He  sent  a  flag  of 
truce  to  Colonel  Streight  with  a  demand  to  sur- 
render. The  surrender  was  soon  agreed  upon. 
When  Colonel  Streight  returned  to  his  command 
and  informed  his  men  he  had  surrendered,  he 
made  a  speech ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which  he 
proposed  three  cheers  for  the  Union,  to  which 
his  men  responded.  Thus  ended  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  achievements  for  our  arms  of  the 
war.  General  Forrest  and  his  glorious  men  cap- 
tured a  force  of  three  or  four  times  greater  than 
his  own ;  but,  "  one  blast  upon  his  bugle  horn 
is  worth  a  thousand  men.'* 

The  victory  may  be  summed  up  thus— Yankee 
loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  three  hundred. 
There  were  paroled  at  Rome  one  hundred  and 
one  officers,  including  two  colonels,  one  lieuten- 
ant-colonel, three  or  four  majors,  captains,  etc, 
and  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
privates,  or  one  thousand  four  hundred  and  six- 
ty-six in  all,  not  including  five  surgeons  and  four 
explains,  who  were  sent  off  without  being 
paroled.  A  cq^iderable  number  of  the  Yankees 
Were  left  sick  along  their  line  of  travel,  others 
were  broke  down  and  were  overtaken  and  pa- 
roled by  General  Forrest    Horses,  mules,  wag- 


ons, arms,  and  equipments,  ammunition,  etc, 
were  all  taken  and  brought  into  this  place.  Sev- 
eral negroes  were  also  taken. 
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THE  MARCH  TO  WASHINGTON,   N.  0. 

BRIGADIER-GENERAL  HECKMAN'S   REPORT. 

HBADQUASTXaS  TlBCKMAX'fl  BrIGADK,  ) 

NswBERN,  N.  0.,  April  21,  1S68.      f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  two  regiments  of  my 
brigade,  during  the  recent  expedition  to  Washing- 
ton, N.  C. : 

Friday,  (seventeenth  instant,)  having  received 
orders  to  cross  the  Neuse  River  with  my  com- 
mand and  take  the  advance,  I  proceeded  on  the 
road  toward  Washington  as  far  as  Purify' s  plant- 
ation, distant  from  Newbem  seven  miles,  the  road 
for  a  greater  part  of  the  distance  being  of  the 
most  horrid  character. 

The  column  not  having  closed  up,  I  placed  Bel- 
ger's  battery,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Simp- 
son, in  position,  and  my  two  regiments  of  infantry 
and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieu- 
tenant Beecher,  in  line  to  support  them.  I  then 
ordered  the  troops  to  bivouac  for  the  night 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  eighteenth, 
formed  the  line  and  continued  the  march  with- 
out interruption  until  we  arrived  at  Swift  Creek 
road,  at  ten  o'clock  a.m.  Learning  that  the  road 
to  Swift  Creek  was  blockaded  for  a  number  of 
miles,  I  continued  on  the  direct  road  to  Blunt's 
Creek  Mills. 

At  twelve  m.,  the  main  column  being  some  dis- 
tance in  the  rear,  I  halted  to  rest  and  allow  the 
column  to  close  up.  After  a  halt  of  about  two 
hours  I  was  joined  by  General  Naglee  and  staff, 
when  we  immediately  pushed  forward,  and  reach- 
ed Blunt*  s  Creek  about  half-past  three  p.  m.  Found 
the  bridge  over  the  creek  destroyed ;  but  with 
very  little  labor  the  pioneers  constructed  a  pas- 
sage through  the  mill. 

Received  orders  from  General  Naglee  to  halt 
the  column  when  it  arrived,  bivouac,  and  move 
forward  early  in  the  morning,  the  General  pro- 
ceeding in  the  direction  of  Washington,  accom- 
panied by  his  staff.  As  soon  as  the  cavalry  ar- 
rived and  had  fed  their  horses,  I  ordered  them 
to  follow,  which  they  did,  coming  up  with  the 
Greneral  about  eight  miles  from  our  encampment 

At  half-past  five  a.m.  column  again  in  motion ; 
received  orders,  upon  arriving  at  the  road  leading 
to  Hill's  Point,  to  take  one  regiment  of  infantry 
and  ascertain  if  the  fort  was  occupied,  and,  if  so, 
by  whom.  Accompanied  by  my  staff,  and  fol- 
lowed by  the  Ninth  New-Jersey,  I  rode  into  the 
fort  and  found  it  occupied  by  detachments  of  the 
Forty-third  and  Forty-fourtii  regiments  Massa- 
chusetts volunteers. 

At  twelve  x.  received  orders  to  continue  the 
march  toward  Washington,  leaving  the  Ninth 
New-Jersey  and  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  at 
Hill's  Point 

Placed  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  in  ad- 
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vance,  and  arrived  at  Washington  at  three  p.m. 
The  Ninth  New-Jersey  volunteers  arrived  by  boat 
from  Hiirs  Point  at  five  p.m.  Left  on  steamer 
Escort  for  Newbern,  N.  C,  on  the  twentieth,  and 
reached  here  at  six  a.m.  on  the  twenty-first. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  Heckman, 

Brigadler-Gteneral  Oommanding  Brigade. 

To  Lieutenant-Colonel  S.  Hoffman, 

Acting  A4jutant-Qeneral  Bghteenth  Anny  Corps.' 


Doc.  175. 
LIEUT.  COM.  FITCH'S  REPORT 

OF  OPERATIONS  ON  TBE  TENNESSEE  AND  CUMBERLAND. 

Munasippi  Squadron,  Flag-Ship  BxirroH.  Mouth   ) 

or  Rbd  Ritkr,  May  12,  1868.    ) 

SxB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  a 
report  from  Lieutenant  Commander  Leroy  Fitch, 
in  relation  to  operations  in  the  Tennessee  and 
Cumberland  Rivers.  David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Bear- Admiral  Commanding  MiBsissippi  Squadron. 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy. 

UmTKD  Stath  Guk-Boat  Lkxinqtov,  ) 

Hamburgh  Laiid»o,  April  S^  1868.  f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the 
twenty-fourth  instant,  while  cruising  down  the 
river,  ahead  of  General  Ellef  s  fleet,  I  met  the 
steamer  Emma  Duncan,  Acting  Master  Griswold 
commanding,  coming  up  to  report  his  vessel  for 
duty.  Learning  that  he  had  been  attacked  by  a 
field-battery  at  Green  Bottom  Bar,  and  had  three 
men  badly  wounded,  I  proceeded  down  the  river, 
p;iving  him  orders  to  follow  me,  in  hopes  of  catch- 
ing the  rebels  at  or  near  the  same  place. 

I  passed  the  bar  about  dark  in  the  evening,  but 
the  enemy  was  nowhere  to  be  seen.  Arriving  at 
the  foot  of  Green  Bottom  Bar  about  midnight^  I 
anchored  till  morning.  Still  seeing  nothing  of 
the  enemy,  I  proceeded  on  up  the  river  to  meet 
and  communicate  with  General  Ellet  The  Em- 
ma Duncan  remaining  nearly  a  mile  in  my  rear, 
caught  a  ferry-fiat  coming  out  of  a  creek,  after  I 
had  passed ;  the  guerrillas  in  the  fiat  jumped  out 
and  made  their  escape  in  the  woods.  The  fiat, 
however,  was  destroyed  and  set  adrift 

I  cruised  on  up  leisurely,  keeping  a  good  look- 
out for  the  enemy  along  the  right  bank,  but  saw 
no  signs  of  them  till  I  arrived  at  Duck  River 
Shoals,  when  I  heard  musketry  and  artillery  a 
short  distance  (not  a  mile)  ahead.  I  pushed  on 
over  the  bar  and  met  General  EUef  s  fieet  just 
at  the  head  of  the  shoals,  engaging  the  rebel  bat- 
teries. I  was  then  in  good  range,  and  at  once 
opened  fire  on  the  enemy.  There  was  not  room 
for  his  boats  to  round  or  to  back  out  of  the  chan- 
nel. He  was,  therefore,  compelled  to  push  over 
the  bar  before  he  could  effect  a  landing. 

I  took  the  battery  side,  and  moved  up  to  cover 
his  boats  as  much  as  possible,  at  the  same  time 
raking  the  bank  with  our  heavy  guns.  The  ram 
Monarch  came  in  range  and  opened  fire  also.  As 
soon  as  I  rounded  the  point^  the  enemy  fired  a 
farewell  shot  at  one  of  the  brigade  boats,  limbered 
up  and  were  off.     Some  few  sharp-shooters  re- 


mained behind,  fired  a  few  shots  at  a  tran.<;port 
having  on  board  sick  and  wounded  I  followed 
on  up  the  bank,  throwing  shell  afler  them  till  1 
thought  them  out  of  range,  and  ceased  firing. 
By  this  time  General  Ellet  had  landed  and  was 
pursuing  them. 

Several  of  the  enemy  were  found  dead  on  the 
bank,  and  many  more  were  dragged  off  in  the 
woods.  I  should  suppose  that  their  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  is  about  twenty-five  or  thirty. 

I  believe  General  Ellet  lost  two  kUled  and  one 
wounded  on  his  boats ;  also,  some  horses  killed. 
About  eleven  p.m.  I  left  General  Ellet  at  the  foot 
of  the  bar,  and  proceeded  on  up  the  river  with 
his  boat  and  the  Emma  Duncan,  to  communicate 
with  the  fieet  above.  I  arrived  at  Eastport  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  twenty-seventh  instant,  and 
received  a  communication  from  General  Dodge  at 
Tuscumbia.    ....  Le  Rot  Fitcb, 

lieatcnaat  Commaivling 

Acting  Rear- Admiral  David  D.  Porter, 

Oommanding  Miwiarip^  ^nadroa. 

Doc.  176. 
THE  FIGHT  AT  GREENLAND  GAP,  VA 

GENERAL   KELLErS   DESPATCH. 
Gkkbhlavd  Gap,  Habdiko  Cooirrr,  Va.,  April  2S,  ISA 

To  Lieutenant- Colonel  Cheesehorough,  A.A.G. 

The  affair  at  this  place,  on  Saturday,  was  one  of 
the  most  gallant  since  the  opening  of  the  war. 
Greenland  Gap  is  a  pass  through  the  Knobley 
mountain,  only  wide  enough  for  the  road  and  a 
small  mountain  stream.  This  gap  was  guarded 
by  Captain  Wallace  (Twenty-third  Illinois)  with 
a  detachment  of  company  G,  Twenty-third  IlK- 
nois  r^ment,  and  a  small  detachment  of  com- 
pany if.  Thirteenth  Virginia  in&ntry,  Captain 
Smith,  in  all  between  seventy  and  eighty  men. 

Captain  Wallace  occupied  a  Uu^  ^urcfa  at  ^e 
west  end  of  and  near  the  mouth  of  the  gap,  and 
Captain  Smith  held  a  log-house  about  a  hundred 
yards  distant,  both  positions  commanding  the 
gap.  Jones  was  compelled  to  capture  or  dislodge 
the  little  band  before  he  could  pass.  His  troops 
made  three  gallant  charges,  but  were  ead)  time 
repulsed  with  great  loss,  especially  of  officers. 
The  fight  commenced  at  five  p.m.,  and  lasted  till 
after  dark.  The  rebels,  availing  themselves  of 
the  darkness,  approached  and  fired  the  church, 
but  the  gallant  Irish  boys  would  not  even  then 
surrender  till  the  burning  roof  fell  in.  The  killed 
and  wounded  of  the  rebels  outnumbered  oar 
whole  force  engaged.  Five  of  the  officers  out  of 
eight  commanding  the  leading  battalion  which 
made  the  first  charge,  were  either  Iplled  or  woaod' 
ed,  among  the  latter  Colonel  Dnlany,  oonunand- 
ing.  Captains  Wallace  and  Smith  had  only  two 
men  killed  and  four  wounded.  I  counted,  to-day. 
eighteen  dead  horses  within  muskei-range.  I 
most  earnestly  request  the  Mij<M'-General  Com- 
manding to  apply  to  the  Secretary  of  War  ro 
have  every  officer,  non-commissioned  officer  and 
private  engaged  in  the  fight  pr^^ented  with  a 
medal,  in  recognition  of  the  nllant^  dispbyed. 

0.    F.    K  ELLET. 
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Doc.  177. 
THE   MARMADUKK  RAID 

INTO  SOUTH-EAST   MISSOURI. 

Editors  Missouri  Democrat : 

I  WISH  to  furnish  you  a  brief  sketch  of  the 
Marmadukenud  into  South-East  Missouri,  and  the 
memorable  retreat  of  his  ten  thousand  confede- 
rates from  Gape  Girardeau  into  Arkansas,  haying 
been  an  eye-witness  of  every  move  made,  for 
and  against,  from  Saturday,  April  twenty-fifth,  to 
Saturday,  May  second,  when  Marmaduke  was 
driren  into  Arkansas,  at  Chalk  Bluff,  on  the  St 
Francois  River.  I  do  this  to  vindicate  the  *^  truth 
of  history,"  that  thus  far  has  not  received  full 
justice  by  the  reports  that  have  been  put  in  cir- 
culation. 

On  Monday,  the  twentieth  of  April,  General 
McNeil  with  one  thousand  two  hundired  men  and 
six  pieces  of  artillery,  was  at  Bloomfield,  Stod- 
dard County,  and  found  that  Missouri  had  been 
invaded  by  Marmaduke,  with  four  brigades,  being 
the  First  army  corps  Trans-Mississippi  depart- 
ment, C.  S.  A. 

At  nine  oVlock  p.m.,  Monday,  he  received  or- 
ders to  move  from  Bloomfield  on  Frederick- 
town.  Tuesday,  twenty-first,  at  four  o'clock 
A.X.,  marched,  and  with  his  little  band  camped 
four  miles  north  of  the  Cape  Girardeau  road — 
thirty  miles  march  —  crossing  one  swamp,  in 
which  his  train  was  stuck  for  the  night  Part  of 
the  command.  First  Wisconsin,  was  sent  on  to  oc- 
cupy Dallas,  and  make  reconnoissance  in  three 
different  directions,  under  Colonel  La  Grange,  Ma- 
jor Torrey,  and  Captain  Paine.  Wednesday  suc- 
ceeded in  gettin^train  through  the  swamp,  and 
reached  Dallas  Wednesday  night ;  found  that 
Captain  Paine  had  encountered  a  vidette  of  the 
enemy ;  rode  over  them  and  captured  seven  pris- 
oners. Major  Torrey  had  captured  the  Seigeant- 
Major  of  Colonel  Jeffries's  regiment  By  separate 
examination  of  these  prisoners  it  was  clearly  es- 
tablished that  the  enemy  in  force  had  taken  pos- 
session of  Fredericktown  and  were  preparing  for 
additional  offensive  operations.  Becoming  appre- 
hensive that  if  he  advanced  on  Fredericktown  it 
would  be  to  find  the  enemy  gone  and  on  their 
way  to  seize  the  important  post  of  Cape  Girar- 
deau, General  McNeil  instantly  turned  his  col- 
umn toward  the  Cape,  resolving  to  beat  the  rebels 
in  reaching  the  town.  Subsequent  events  de- 
monstrated that  the  General's  judgment  was  sin- 
gularly correct  Thursday,  marched  to  Jackson, 
twenty-three  miles,  and  the  General  pushed  to 
the  Cape  that  night,  twelve  miles  further.  On 
Friday  he  establ^hed  communications  with  St 
Louis  f)id  Jonesboro,  Dlinois,  and  brought  the 
whole  force  into  town.  The  garrison  now  stood 
as  follows:  A  part  of  First  Nebraska  infantry 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Baumer,  Commandant 
of  the  post ;  a  few  men  of  the  Second  Missouri 
artiUery,  under  Captain  Meisner — ^in  all  five  hun- 
dred men,  which,  with  McNeil's  force,  brought 
the  total  up  to  one  thousand  seven  hundred  men. 
Colonel  Baumer,  expecting  an  attack,  had  already 
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prepared  his  plan  of  defence,  which  McNeil,  on  ex- 
amination, pronounced  unimprovable,  and  adopt- 
ed it  without  alteration ;  simply  furnishing  more 
men  to  aid  in  carrying  out  the  plan  of  the  gallant 
Baumer,  and  by  so  doing  manifested  an  abn^a- 
tion  of  self  that  is  singularly  at  variance  with  the 
general  rule  and  practice  of  generals.  But  Mc- 
Neil appears  to  have  a  holy  horror  of  "red  tape," 
and  to  be  guided  by  but  two  rules  of  action — 
one,  to  help  the  country ;  the  other,  to  damage 
the  rebels  as  far  as  possible ;  and  he  has  infused 
those  points  into  every  officer  and  soldier  of  his 
little  command 

Saturday  morning  the  enemy  advanced  in  force 
on  the  Cape.     The  Honorable  W.  R.  Strachan, 
of  Shelby,  arrived  and  assumed  position  as  Chief- 
of-Staff.     Pickets  five  miles  out  of  town  were 
firing  on  the  advance  of  the  enemy.     At  eleven 
o'clock  A.M.  General  McNeil,  Colonel  Huston — 
Seventh  Missouri  cavalry,  acting  as  mustering  offi- 
cer— ^and  CoL  Strachan  made  a  complete  examina- 
tion of  the  place.    The  so-called  forts,  A,  B,  C,  and 
D,  were  earthworks  of  the  most  simple  form,  being 
so  slight  in  defence  that  cavalry  could  ride  over 
and  through  them  without  ever  pulling  rein — 
mounting  in  all  ten  guns,  twenty-four  and  thirty- 
two-pounders.     Colonel  Huston  took  command 
of  fort  B,  mounting  four  guns.     Welfle/s  bat- 
tery of  twelve-pound  howitzers  was  planted  on  a 
ridge  commanding  the  approach  via  Bloomfield ; 
this  battery  was  supported  by  two  companies  of 
the  First  Nebraska  and  the  First  Wisconsin  cav- 
alry— a  portion  of  whom  afterward  did  valuable 
service  as  sharp-shooters.     The  section  of  moun- 
tain howitzers  attached  to  the  Second  regiment 
M.  S.  M.  was  to  the  right  of  Welfley  on  a  ridge 
still  further  out  of  town  and  commanding  the  ap- 
proach by  way  of  Jackson — ^this  section  under 
Captain  McClanahan  did  admirable  service,  dis- 
mounting one  of  the  enemy's  pieces  and  doing  fear- 
ful execution  to  his  ranks.     A  section  of  rifled 
cannon,  long  twelves,  under  charge  of  Lieutenant 
Stauber,  were  on  the  right  of  fort  B,  forming  the 
right  of  the  line  of  defence,  while  fort  D  was  the 
extreme  left,  commanding  approach  to  the  town 
from  the  south ;  this  was  the  weak  point  of  the 
line,  but  fortunately  was  never  attacked  by  the 
enemy.     In  the  afternoon  it  became  evident  that 
Marmaduke  with  his  whole  force  of  ten  thousand 
men,  divided  into  four  brigades  under  Colonels 
Carter,  Burbage,  Shelby,  and  Green,  had  masked 
their  forces  for  an  attempt  to  storm  the  place. 
The  continuous  fire  kept  up  by  our  artillery, 
which  had  been  advanced  to  within  four  hundred 
yards  of  their  line,  and  which  was  most  admira- 
bly served  by  Lieutenants  Jacoby,  Stauber,  and 
Captain  Callahan,  excellently  supported  as  they 
were  by  the  First  Nebraska,  First  Wisconsin, 
and  a  battalion  of  the  Thirty-second  Iowa  as 
sharp-shooters,  held  the  enemy  in  check — ^their 
officers  could  plainly  be  seen  urging  their  men 
to  the  onset,  but  they  could  not  be  forced  to 
face  the  music.     Their  loss  in  officers  was  f  e- 
vere.     Mi\jor  Blackwell,  of  Lafayette,  wounded, 
and' a  prisoner  in  the  hospital,  informed  me  that 
his  regiment  alone,  (Colonel  Colton  Green's,)  lost 
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five  field  and  line-officers  alone.  The  enemy  re- 
tired at  two  oVloCk  and  thirty  minutes,  simulta- 
neously with  the  arrival  of  reenforcements,  who 
doubtless  were  seen  by  them  descending  the 
river. 

General  McNeil  having  determined  to  maintain 
the  post  to  the  last  extremity,  and  fearing  that 
the  overwhelming  force  of  the  rebels  might  force 
him  to  his  last  resort,  that  is,  retiring  his  whole 
force  into  Fort  C,  and  battering  the  town  down 
about  their  ears,  the  several  steamboats  arriving 
were  seized  and  the  large  amount  of  public  stores, 
teams,  wagons,  etc.,  were  carried  over  to  niinois, 
80  that  if  the  town  fell,  its  loss  should  be  as  harm- 
less to  the  Government  as  possible.  The  women 
and  children  were  also  removed,  and  the  little 
garrison  then  seemed  as  one  man,  resolved  to  do 
or  die.  All  that  caused  any  apprehension  in  the 
minds  of  the  leading  officers  for  the  result,  was  the 
weakness  of  our  left,  and  many  a  fervent  prayer 
went  up  for  the  arrival  of  a  gunboat  to  strengthen 
that  point 

At  ten  o'clock  Saturday  night,  our  pickets  re- 
ported the  arrival  at  their  post  of  a  flag  of  truce. 
General  McNeil  despatched  Colonel  William  R. 
Strachan  with  instructions  to  act  for  him  in  the 
premises.  Accompanying  the  flag  of  truce  were 
Colonel  Watson,  three  majors  and  two  captains, 
with  an  escort  They  were  not  allowed  to  come 
nearer  town  than  three  miles,  and  were  the  bear- 
ers of  the  following  letter: 

Hkadqvaktbss  Fotnrre  Dinsfoir, ) 
Nbab  Gaps  Oibakdkau,  April  85, 1868.     ) 

To  the  Officer  Commanding  U.  8,  Forces  in  and 

around  Gape  Oirardeau: 

Sir  :  By  order  Major-General  Sterling  Price, 
commanding,  I  formally  demand  of  you  the  im- 
mediate surrender,  unconditionally,  of  the  troops 
in  Cape  Girardeau  and  the  adjoining  forts,  to- 
gether with  all  the  ammunition,  stores  and  other 
property,  belonging  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
same.  If  the  surrender  is  made,  I  pledge  myself 
to  treat  the  troops  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  to 

rarole  and  exchange  them  as  soon  as  practicable, 
shall  scrupulously  protect  private  property ;  no 
difference  will  be  made  in  this  particular  between 
parties,  whether  Union  or  Southern  sentiment 
One  half-hour  is  allowed  for  your  decision. 

Colonel  Watson,  commanding  Second  Texas 
cavalry  brigade,  who  bears  the  flag  of  truce,  will 
present  this  demand  and  wait  for  your  reply. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  ser^ 
vant,  G.  W.  Cartbr, 

Colonel  Oonunandlng  Fourth  Di^alon,  first  Army  Oorps,  Tnuu- 
MlaalMippl  Department. 

On  reading  this  interesting  demand.  Colonel 

Strachan  requested  Watson  to  tell  Carter  he  must 

credit  General  McNeil  with  twenty-nine  minutes, 

as  one  was  sufficient  for  reply,  and  at  once  wrote 

the  following : 

« 
To  0.  W,  Carter,  Colonel   Commanding,  Mrst 

Army  Corpe,  Trane-MissisBippi  Department : 
Sir:  I  am  instructed  by  General  John  Mc- 
Neil to  decline  your  demand  for  a  surrender  of 


the  post  of  Cape  Girardeau.     He  thinks  himself 
Jible  to  maintain  its  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  etc, 

William  R  Strachak, 

Colonel  aad  Chief  of  »il 

That  night  the  little  garrison  lay  on  their  ann<^ 
and  the  next  morning,  Sunday,  twentv-s^ixth 
April,  the  enemy  open(>d  fire  from  two  batteries, 
one  posted  on  the  Jackson  road,  the  other  ni^ar 
the  Bloomfield  road,  at  ten  o'clock  and  f]ft4^en 
minutes.  Shortly  after  the  engagement  had  com- 
menced, another  flag  of  truce  was  announced,  and 
the  following  was  brought  in : 

HBAOQUAITRBa  COVFKDnATB  STATB  FoaOB,  \ 

DonicT  OP  SocTH-EA9r  liissoviu,  April  36,  ISGS.  f 
General  :  I  have  this  moment  arrived  and 
learn  that  Colonel  Carter  has  demanded  the  sur 
render  of  the  forces  in  Cape  Girardeau — the  for- 
tifications and  Government  property,  which  de- 
mand you  have  declined.  With  my  combined 
forces  now  surrounding  Cape  Girardeau,  I  deem 
it  an  easy  task  to  storm  and  capture  the  town. 
and  I  therefore  reiterate  the  demand,  that  )'ou 
immediately  surrender  to  me  unconditionally  your 
command. 

In  case  the  demand  is  not  immedtatelr  com- 
plied with,  I  request  that  you  will  inform  iJl  non- 
combatants  in  the  town  to  provide  for  their  safety, 
as  I  will  immediately  proceed  to  attack  your  posi- 
tion and  storm  the  works.  Major  Henry  EwiOf:, 
Adjutant-General,  is  intrusted  as  the  bearer  of 
this  flag  of  truce. 

I  am,  General,  very  respectfully, 

J.  Maexadckb, 

BrigMUer-Oeneral  ComsiaiMlin^ 

Brigadier-General  McNeil, 

CommaQdlng  U.  S.  Forces  In  Gape  Girardeao. 

General  McNeil,  to  this  insulting  demand  aftff 
the  first  answer,  simply  informed  the  rebel  Gen- 
eral that  he  had  taken  the  precaution  to  remore 
the  women  and  children,  and  so  far  from  surm- 
dering  the  place,  he  should  defend  it  to  the  last 
extremity. 

Pending  this  flag  of  truce  the  firing  was  not  di«- 
con tinned,  the  General  being  determined  that  the 
rebels  should  not,  und«r  the  palpable  hypocrisy 
of  a  fli^  of  truce,  steal  a  march  on  him.  Mjyor 
Henry  Ewing  appeared  somewhat  disconcerted  at 
not  being  allowed  to  see  the  preparations  for  Sir 
Marmaduke's  reception,  and  remonstrated  agaiost 
the  non-cessation  of  hostilities,  pending  the  recep- 
tion of  his  contemptible  mission.  The  Geoeral 
coolly  told  him  he  was  not  engaged  just  then  in 
exchanging  compliments  or  cultivmting  the  ameoi- 
ties  of  war.  The  rebels  had  his  answer  last  night, 
and  further  discussion  was  saperfluoos.  6o  the 
rebel  Major  had  perforce  to  retire  to  his  oommand. 
amid  the  thunder  of  artillery  and  the  sharp  rattk 
of  musketry.  At  two  o^clodc  and  thirty  mioQte^ 
Marmaduke  realized  the  empty  arrogance  of  his 
boast  of  taking  the  town  by  storm,  ceased  firio^ 
and  withdrew  his  troops  with  heavy  loss. 

A  proud  day  it  was  for  the  brave  and  deter- 
mined McNeil.  The  gratitude  of  hundreds  of 
citizens  was  freely  poured  out;  they  recognized 
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that  against  hoavy  odds  he  had  saved  their  houses 
from  pillage,  their  homes  from  desolation,  and 
their  town  from  destruction.  The  reenforcements 
that  arrived  never  fired  a  gun,  the  gunboats  never 
discharged  a  shot^  but  to  Qeneral  McNeil  and  his 
little  band  of  one  t)iousand  seven  hundred  he- 
roes belons  exclusively  the  honors  of  the  day. 
Amongst  those  officers  particularly  active  were 
Colonel  Huston,  of  the  Seventh  Missouri  volun- 
teers, Lieutenant-Colonel  Baumer,  of  the  First  Ne- 
braska, Captain  Meisner,  of  the  artillery.  Adju- 
tants Poole  and  Cramer  were  at  all  points  of  at- 
tack, and  displayed  a  zeal  and  courage  that  aided 
much  toward  the  good  fortunes  of  the  day.  Colo- 
nel Strachan  was  constantly  employed  in  carry- 
ing orders  and  bringing  up  supports  to  the  points 
menaced.  The  First  Nebraska  infantry  proved 
that  officers  and  men  could  be  fully  relied  on  in 
any  emergency,  and  no  one  who  witnessed  or  par- 
ticipated in  the  attempted  storming  of  Cape  Gir- 
ardeau but  will  cheerfully  award  to  them  the  high- 
est praise.  On  Monday,  at  two  o'clock  p.m..  Gen- 
eral McNeil,  without  taking  any  rest — for  Sunday 
night  all  hands  were  kept  on  the  alert,  expecting 
a  night  attack — ^started  in  pursuit  of  the  retreat- 
ing foe.  That  afternoon  his  wearied  men  marched 
sixteen  miles  to  Whitewater,  found  the  bridge  de- 
{^troyed,  that  General  Vendever  had  made  eight 
miles  that  day,  engaged  the  enemy,  and  that  part 
of  one  company  of  the  Third  Iowa  had  been  gob- 
bled up  by  them.  The  column  from  Cape  Girar- 
deau was  not  allowed  to  push  on,  prudential  rea- 
sons ruling  the  order  of  advance  next  morning. 
General  McNeil,  with  the  invaluable  assistance  of 
the  First  Wisconsin,  under  Colonel  La  Grange, 
rebuilt  the  bridge  in  three  hours,  and  the  column 
pressed  on.  Colonel  Benjamin  of  the  Second 
H.  S.  M.,  having  the  advance,  they  rushed  on  some 
ten  miles,  when  orders  were  received  from  Gen- 
eral Vandever  to  stop  the  advance.  They  had 
captured  two  of  the  enemy  who  were  finishing 
the  destruction  of  a  bridge,  and  who  told  them  if 
they  had  come  up  ten  minutes  sooner  they  could 
hare  had  the  rear-guard  of  some  fifty  men,  who 
destroyed  the  bridge,  and  had  just  disappeared. 
The  advance  under  Benjamin  pushed  on  until  we 
were  within  a  mile  of  the  enemy,  who  were  in 
force,  when  up  rides  an  orderly  from  General 
Vandever,  some  ten  miles  in  our  rear,  calline  on 
them  to  halt  Orders  were  obeyed,  althou^  it 
gave  the  enemy  additional  time  to  shove  s^ead 
and  rest  their  jaded  animals. 

Finally,  the  column  was  allowed  to  push  on — 
got  within^ three  miles  of  the  Castor,  captured 
Lieutenant  Bast  and  a  few  others,  who  admitted 
they  had  no  knowledge  of  the  rapidity  of  our 
march,  and  supposed  me  Whitewater  had  effects 
ually  stopped  us.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Cas- 
tor was  Carter*g  division,  numbering  over  three 
thousand  effective  men;  also  Shelby's  division. 
Both  brigades  should  have  been  captured  at  the 
Castor.  Prisoners  have  frankly  admitted  that 
they  expected  they  would  be  forced  to  surrender. 

Four  times  had  McNeil's  column  been  halted  by 
General  Vandever,  who  was  several  miles  in  the 
rear,  and  that  several  times  when  we  were  within 


a  mile  and  a  half  of  the  main  force  of  the  retreat- 
ing foe,  having  driven  their  rear-guard  in  upon 
their  column.  We  got  within  three  miles  of  the 
Castor  a  little  after  dark.  Here  Lieutenant  Bast, 
son  of  G.  Y.  Bast^  was  taking  supper  at  a  farm- 
er's. The  farmer  said  that  about  five  minutes 
before  a  squadron  galloped  by,  hailed  the  Lieu- 
tenant, told  him  the  Yankees  had  rebuilt  the 
bridge  and  were  close  at  hand.  The  Lieutenant 
could  not  believe  them,  and  went  back  to  supper ; 
but  Lieutenant  Poole,  with  some  five  of  our  boys 
from  the  advance,  charged  by.  Lieutenant  Poole 
killing  two  of  ^he  Texans  as  he  passed,  and  re- 
turning took  the  Lieutenant  in,  who  was  so  be- 
wildered that  he  had  not  presence  of  mind  enough 
to  make  his  escape.  The  same  farmer  informed 
us  the  enemy  were  at  the  Castor,  and  could  not 
cross,  the  river  being  up.  Guns  were  pushed  on, 
and  position  taken  to  sweep  the  Castor  Bottom 
so  soon  as  day  should  dawn  ;  but  alas !  the  enemy 
succeeded  in  crossing  during  the  night,  and  their 
sharp-shooters  were  posted  in  the  woods  on  the 
opposite  bank  to  dispute  our  crossing,  while  the 
main  column  should  have  time  to  get  out  of  our 
way.  A  sharp  skirmish  ensued,  the  First  Wis- 
consin succeeded  in  driving  them,  aided  by  ar- 
tillery, and  we  had  undisputed  control  of  the  fords, 
when,  instead  of  crossing,  it  was  understood  that 
orders  had  been  received  from  General  Vandever 
abandoning  the  crossing  and  giving  up  further 
pursuit  So  waited  we  for  several  hours,  when 
General  Vandever  changed  his  mind  and  allowed 
us  to  move  on  once  more.  The  delay  prevented 
our  getting  over  in  time  to  occupy  Bloomfield  that 
night  We  shoved  on  to  Bloomfield  next  day, 
having  sharp  skirmishing  in  front,  which  at  one 
time  seemed  like  advancing  toward  a  general  en- 
gagement 

But  falling  back  was  the  ruling  order  among 
the  rebels.  On  arriving  in  Bloomfield,  several 
citizens  informed  us  that  we  were  but  two  hours 
behind. 

Again  did  joy  illuminate  the  faces  of  the  brave 
and  resolute  men  of  McNeil's  column,  but  alas ! 
its  fitful  flash  soon  died  away,  we  remaining  in 
town  to  give  the  enemy  a  good  start  again,  when 
it  was  well  known  that  forty  miles  would  land 
him  in  Arkansas,  across  the  St  Francis,  and  he 
could  then  laugh  at  us  with  impunity.  Finally 
General  Vandever  gave  to  General  McNeil  two 
brigades,  first  under  command  of  Colonel  J.  M. 
Glover,  Third  Missouri  volunteer  cavalry,  and 
second  under  Colonel  La  Grange,  First  Wisconsin 
cavalry.  Vandever  asked  McNeil  when  he  could 
move.  "In  half  an  hour,"  replied  McNeil.  "I 
will  march  at  four  in  the  morning,"  said  Vande- 
ver, General  McNeil  marched  all  night  without 
rations  or  feed,  the  men  never  murmuring,  so  anx- 
ious w^ere  they  to  make  up  the  criminal  delay 
at  the  Castor  and  Bloomfield.  At  five  o'clock 
A.M.,  Colonel  Glover  became  engaged  with  the 
enemy,  forced  them  from  their  position,  (although 
it  was  a  strong  one,)  and  backed  by  their  ar- 
tillery. About  four  miles  further  the  enemy 
made  another  stand.  The  artillery  was  hurri^ 
up,  skirmishers  went  to  work,  and  soon  Colonel 
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Glover  forced  them  again  to  retire.  Here  a  few 
of  us  fell  heir  to  an  ample  breakfast  that  had  been 
prepared  for  the  ofBcers  of  the  retreating  rebel 
column.  It  suffered  not  by  passing  down  loyal 
instead  of  disloyal  throats.  General  McNeil,  desir- 
ous of  seizing  their  batteries,  which  were  an- 
noying us,  constantly  proposed  to  ColoneLGloyer 
that  he  should  order  a  charge  from  a  battalion  of 
his  regiment,  at  the  next  stand  made  by  the  foe. 
In  a  few  minutes  the  time  arrived,  the  gallant 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Garrick  with  several  compa- 
nies of  the  chivalrous  Third  Missouri  cavalry,  and 
led  by  Colonel  Glover  himself^  niade  a  dashing 
charge.  The  First  Iowa  had  been  ordered  to 
hurry  up  and  sustain  the  Third  Missouri,  but 
they  from  misapprehension  or  some  other  cause 
went  haltingly  on  and  failed  to  give  the  support 
that  would  have  made  the  charge  a  complete 
success.  The  Third  Missouri  went  through  and 
through  the  enemy,  strewing  the  points  and  the 
road  with  rebel  dead.  Colonel  Glover  was  un- 
horsed ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Carrick  wounded  in 
the  shoulder.  The  brave  Captain  Mitchell  re- 
ceived a  serious  wound,  and  other  noble  and  dar- 
ing spirits  were  killed  and  wounded.  After  cut- 
ting their  way  through  the  enemy  for  a  mile  and 
a  half,  the  main  force  of  Texas  cavalry  came  at 
them  and  forced  them  back — ^no  support  arriving, 
General  McNeil  making  frantic  but  vain  efforts  to 
hurry  the  artillery  up.  We  lost  the  advantages 
that  would  have  resulted  fix>m  this  most  brilliant 
charge.  For  twenty  miles  the  enemy  were  driven 
with  loss,  and  every  one  rejoiced  at  the  supposed 
prospect  of  cutting  them  off  at  the  St  Francis, 
but  again  delayed,  the  enemy  made  good  their 
escape.  Next  morning  a  sharp  engagement  ensued 
between  McNeil  on  this  side  and  the  rebels  on  the 
other  side,  in  which  General  McNeil  and  his  aid 
Lieutenant  Ankony,  volunteer,  both  had  their 
horses  shot  from  under  them.  A  terrific  artillery 
fire  served  as  a  ^  joie  for  the  final  safety  of  the 
rebel  force.  The  First  Nebraska  infantry  again 
clothed  themselves  with  immortal  honor — leav- 
ing the  Cape  some  twelve  hours  behind  the  Thirty- 
seventh  Illinois — then  passed  them  and  marched 
eighty  miles  in  two  days ;  made  the  night  march 
from  Bloomfield  and  participated  in  the  twenty 
miles  fight,  as  though  not  a  man  was  fatigued. 
In  obedience  to  orders,  General  McNeil  fell  back 
on  Bloomfield,  and  resumed  march  to  Cape  Girar- 
deau, followed  by  a  host  of  movers,  who  dared 
not  remain  at  home  after  the  Federal  forces  had 
been  withdrawn.  Thus  closed  the  Sir  Marma- 
duke  raid  into  South-East  Missouri.  The  enemy 
defeated  at  every  point — demoralized  yet  allowed 
to  carry  off  their  fourteen  pieces  of  artillery,  with 
full  as  many  prisoners  as  graced  our  columns, 
and  the  balance  of  killed  and  wounded  being 
largely  in  our  favor.  Too  much  praise  cannot  be 
given  Captain  Dawson  and  his  company  A,  of 
Second  M.  S.  M.,  for  their  invaluable  services  in 
crossing  the  Castor,  and  making  a  floating  bridge 
on  which  artillery  and  wagons  were  successfully 
crossed.  S. 
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BATTLE  OF  FAIRMONT,  VIRGINIA 

FADoroar,  Vouiiiru,  11^4,1981 

Thb  rebel  raid  into  West-Virginia  has  come 
and  gone.  The  smoke  of  battle  has  drifted  aw&j, 
and  the  thousand  rumors  have  given  place  to 
well-determined  facts.  I  propose  to  describe 
briefly  wha^  I  understand  to  be  the  route  taken 
by  the  raiders  after  entering  our  lines  until  thej 
escaped  beyond  them ;  and,  with  as  much  detail 
as  time  will  permit,  the  engagement  at  this  place. 

It  appears  that  on  Friday  and  Saturday,  the 
twenty-fourth  and  twenty-fifth  ultimo,  the  rebda, 
having  driven  our  small  forces  fit>m  Beverly  and 
Philippi  back  to  Grafton,  crossed  the  railroad  at 
several  points  between  Grafton  and  Rowlesbui^gh, 
and  went  to  Kingwood,  in  Preston  County, 
thence  to  Morgantown,  which  place  they  reached 
on  Monday,  at  two  p.m.  Tuesday  morning  thej 
left  Morgantown,  and  came  up  on  the  east  bank 
of  the  river  to  within  seven  or  eight  miles  of  this 
place,  where  they  were  met  by  another  body, 
which  crossed  the  rulroad  subsequently.  The 
whole  force  then  returned  to  Morgantown,  cross- 
ed the  river,  spread  out  over  the  country,  taking 
every  good  horse  they  could  find,  and  concentrat- 
ed here  on  Wednesday  morning.  They  crossed 
Buffalo  Creek  —  which  flows  firom  the  west  and 
enters  the  river  a  mile  below  town  —  at  Barracks- 
ville,  and  approached  town  on  the  Manniogton 
pike. 

The  first  positive  information  of  their  number 
and  whereabouts,  was  received  firom  MoTgantoffn 
on  Monday  evening.  Their  number  was  estimat- 
ed by  a  gentleman  who  witnessed  their  entref, 
at  five  thousand.  Before  this  news  came,  and 
while  all  was  vague  rumor  and  p<a7)lexing  uncer- 
tainty, many  of  our  fighting  men  whom  we  rdied 
upon  as  certain  to  die  in  '^the  last  ditdi,^  if  die  they 
must,  performed  "a  grand  strat^cal  movement,*^ 
and  **fell  back"  to  a  new  **base  of  opwations^ 
at  Cameron,  Moundsville,  Wheeling,  and  Tarioos 
other  points  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania.  Those 
whose  lips  retained  the  crimson  hue  of  natonl 
life,  and  whose  knees  did  not  quake  like  Caesar's 
with  the  ague  in  Spain,  remained  and  busied 
themselves  in  hunting  up  arms,  and  in  making 
every  effort  to  defend  the  place  against  the  im- 
pending assault  A  delegation  went  to  Manning- 
ton,  and  returned  on  Tuc^sday  morning  with  two 
companies  of  militia  and  as  many  guns  as  were 
fit  for  use.  The  whole  defensive  force  consisted 
of  only  three  hundred  men,' made  up  of  companies 
D  and  F,  One  Hundred  and  Sixth  New-York 
volunteers — one  hundred  and  five  men;  two 
companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Seventy-sixth 
Virginia  militia — one  hundred  and  seventeen 
men ;  thirty-eight  men  of  company  A,  Sixth  Vir- 
ginia ;  a  few  of  company  B,  Sixth  Tirginia,  and 
about  forty  citizen  soldiers. 

The  rebel  army  was  commanded  by  General 
William  £.  Jones,  and  consisted,  according  to  his 
statement,  of  seven  regiments  of  cavafar,  one 
regiment  of  mounted  infantry,  and  three  hundred 
mounted  sharp-shooters,  in  all  six  thousand  men, 
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many  of  them  being  of  the  celebrated  Ashby^s 
cavalry. 

Wednesday  morning  dawned  wet  and  foggy ; 
our  scouts  came  dashing  in  and  reported  the 
enemy  approaching  only  two  or  three  miles  off. 
One  company  of  militia  and  most  of  the  armed 
citizens  went  out  on  the  hills  to  meet  him.  About 
eight  o'clock  picket-firing  commenced  and  was 
kept  up  brisUy  for  half  an  hour.  The  enemy 
finding  we  were  posted  on  the  hills  prepared  to 
rake  him  severely  as  he  came  down  the  pike 
along  Coal  Run,  sent  a  heavy  force  on  the  hills 
to  (&ive  us  off.  In  this  they  succeeded  alter 
several  of  them  had  been  summarily  unhorsed. 
The  men  firom  the  hills  retreated,  some  to  the 
main  force,  near  the  railroad  bridge  a  mile  above 
town,  and  some  to  the  Palatine  end  of  the  Sus- 
pension bridge.  The  latter  made  a  ndlftnt  stand 
arid  resisted  the  crossing  for  neany  an  hour. 
They  took  shelter  in  a  foundry,  and  fired  from 
the  windows  upon  the  rebel  sharp-shooters,  who 
dismounted  and  took  positions  in  vacant  houses, 
behind  fences,  stables,  and  whatever  else  would 
conceal  their  cowardly  carcasses  from  our  un- 
erring aim.  Thus  was  the  unequal  contest  con- 
tinue until  one  man,  named  Cofifhian,  from 
Bingamon,  was  fatally  wounded,  and  all  but  five 
or  six  had  straggled  off.  The  remainder  ceased 
firing,  and  each  one  took  care  of  himself  as  best 
he  could.  When  the  fixing  ceased,  the  rebels 
sent  over  a  flag  of  truce  to  demand  a  surrender, 
but,  to  their  astonishment,  they  found  no  one  to 
receive  it  They  then  hastily  replaced  the  plank, 
which  had  been  removed  from  the  bridge,  and 
crossed  over  to  the  number  of  nearly  a  thousand, 
and  pushed  on  up  to  get  in  the  rear  of  our  men 
at  the  railroad  bridge. 

While  the  fight  at  the  suspension  bridge  was 
going  on,  the  rebels  disposed  their  main  force  for 
attack  at  the  upper  bridge.  Our  force  in  defence 
of  the  railroad  bridge,  now  about  two  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  had  taken  up  a  position  half  a 
mile  north-west  of  the  bridge,  and  within  gunshot 
of  the  road  leading  to  Pruntytown.  As  the  rebel 
cavalry  dashed  along  this  road  in  order  to  reach 
the  river  above  the  bridge,  they  were  exposed  to 
a  raking*  and  destructive  fire,  which  unhorsed 
ten  or  twelve  of  them.  Having  crossed  at  the 
suspension  bridge  and  occupiod  the  heights  at 
the  eastern  end  of  the  railroad  bridge  and  gained 
the  river  above,  they  had  our  men  completely 
surrounded.  From  nis  position  on  the  heights 
to  the  rear  and  immediately  overlooking  the 
Spartan  band,  the  commanding  general  called 
out:  "Why  the  h— 11  don't  you  surrender?" 
Our«boys  sent  back  a  defiant  response,  when  he 
immediately  conunanded  his  men  to  "Rally." 
Then  began  one  of  the  most  desperate  and  un- 
equal contests  of  this  or  any  other  war.  For 
some  time  the  rattle  of  musketry  was  incessant 
Our  men  were  in  open  meadows,  protected  some- 
what from  the  fire  in  firont  by  ravines,  but  ex- 
posed to  the  rebel  sharp-shooters  behind  rocks 
and  trees  on  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Inch 
by  inch  we  were  forced  back  to  within  two  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  bridge,  all  the  time  coolly  load- 


ing and  firing,  for  the  most  part  after  deliberate 
aim  at  the  cowardly  rebels,  who,  notwithstanding 
they  had  twenty  to  our  one,  fought  Indian  fashion, 
from  behind  whatever  would  conceal  them.  Find- 
ing further  resistance  utterly  hopeless,  and  just 
as  the  rebel  cavalry  were  ready  for  a  grand  charge, 
which  must  have  resulted  in  the  total  destruction 
of  the  gallant  little  band,  a  white  flag  was  raised 
from  a  house  near  by,  and  the  firing  ceased. 

Scarcely  had  the  formalities  of  the  capitulation 
been  completed,  when  two  pieces  of  ordnance 
from  Mulligan's  command  at  Grafton  opened  on 
them  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  They 
then  double-quicked  the  prisoners  off  the  field, 
and  placed  them  in  the  court-house,  where  they 
were  paroled  about  nine  o'clock  at  night 

The  rebels  on  the  left  bank  of  the  river  were 
soon  shelled  out  of  range,  but  those  on  the  same 
side  as  the  battery  made  a  desperate  effort  to  tear 
up  the  road  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  to  prevent 
its  return.  They  took  up  one  or  more  rails,  and 
piled  several  oords  of  wood  on  the  track,  but, 
after  a  sharp  engagement,  they  were  driven  off 
b^  eighty  men  of  company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Sixth  New-York,  and  a  few  rounds  from  the  can- 
non. While  the  train  bearing  the  battery  was 
behind  the  hill  protecting  itself  from  being  cut 
off  and  captured,  the  rebels  commenced  the  de- 
struction of  the  railroad  bridge,  which  was  doubts 
less  the  finest  structure  of  the  kind  in  the  United 
States.  It  was  made  of  iron,  supported  by  four 
piers  of  massive  stone-work,  and  was  about  nine 
hundred  feet  long.  The  iron-work  was  above  the 
piers,  and  was  supported  by  tubular  columns  of 
cast-iron.  In  these  hollow  columns  they  poured 
kegs  of  powder,  which  they  had  brought  along 
for  the  purpose,  and  in  this  way  the  noble  struc- 
ture was  blown  fi*om  the  piers  into  the  river. 
The  whole  cost  of  its  erection  was  four  hundred 
and  ninety-six  thousand  dollars,  two  thirds  of 
which  was  expended  in  getting  the  piers  above 
the  high-water  mark,  owing  to  the  great  depth  of 
water  and  mud  above  the  solid  rock.  The  de- 
struction of  this  bridge  is  one  of  the  most  serious 
losses  this  railroad  has  sustained  during  the  war. . 
Months  must  elapse  before  even  a  temporary 
bridge  can  be  erected. 

The  battle  we  have  endeavored  to  describe, 
was  fought  on  Wednesday,  April  twenty-ninth, 
and  was  in  many  respects  the  most  remarkable 
in  the  annals  of  war&re.  The  great  disparity  in 
the  numbers  engaged ;  the  obstinate,  determined 
resistance  made  by  the  Unionists ;  the  length  of 
time  they  held  out ;  and,  stranger  still,  only  one 
killed  and  four  wounded  on  our  side,  while  the 
rebel  loss,  according  to  their  own  admission,  was 
fifty  or  sixty.  Indeed,  General  Jones  told  Cap- 
tain Chamberlain  that  we  had  killed  and  disabled 
about  a  hundred  of  his  men. 

He,  as  well  as  the  rebel  soldiers,  complimented 
us  on  the  gallantry  with  which  we  maintained 
our  various  positions.  Where  all  who  took  up 
arms  did  so  well,  it  would  be  invidious  to  particu- 
larize individual  acts  of  heroism. 

Captain  Chamberlain,  of  company  F,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Sixth  New- York  volunteers,  had  com- 
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mand  of  the  post,  Major  Parish  of  the  militia, 
and  each  citizen-soldier  commanded  himself,  and 
as  many  more  as  would  ohey  him. 

Every  store  in  the  town  was  rohbed  of  every 
thing  the  thieves  fancied.  The  home  rebels 
pointed  out  the  private  property  they  wanted 
destroyed,  and  it  was  done.  A  valuable  steam 
saw-mill,  belonging  to  J.  N.  Cromwell  &  Co., 
was  burned.  The  National  printing-office  was 
destroyed  because  it  has  been  uncompromisingly 
Union,  while  the  Butternut  concern  in  Morgan- 
town  was  uninjured,  becausf,  as  the  traitors  said, 
it  was  on  their  side  and  was  devoted  to  their 
cause.  The  law^nd  private  libraries  of  Governor 
Pierpoint  were  carried  into  the  street  in  front  of 
his  office,  and  burned ;  every  horse  in  town  and 
surrounding  country  was  taken.  At  least  five 
hundred  horses  were  taken  out  of  Marion  County 
alone. 

Fortunately  the  Union  men  had  moved  their 
horses  out  of  the  neighborhood,  while  the  secesh 
relied  on  their  opposition  to  the  Government, 
which  has  always  protected  them,  for  security. 
Hence  in  the  loss  of  horses  they  are  by  far  the 
greater  sufferers,  as  the  raiders  were  no  respect- 
ers of  persons  in  making  their  selections.  Some 
men,  who  have  all  alone  been  very  desirous  to 
get  their  "rights,"  have  had  a. little  foretaste  of 
what  their  rights  are  in  the  estimation  of  traitors. 
The  miserable  copperheads  who  have  been  op- 
posing the  war,  and  growling  about  taxes,  have 
lost  more  by  the  men  whose  rights  they  are  so 
jealous  o^  than  the  Government  expects  them  to 

pay  as  taxes  for  the  next  tenyears. 

— Wheslinff  Inielligencer. 


Doc.  179. 
ATTACK  ON  GRAND   GULF,  MISS. 

ADMIRAL   PORTER'S   REPORT. 

Missusippi  BQUADBOir,  Flao-Ship  Bbhtoh,  ) 
Bblow  Okamd  Odlt,  April  99, 18G8.     f 

Sir  :  I  had  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  tele- 
graph announcing  that  we  had  fought  the  batteries 
at  Grand  Gulf  for  five  hours  and  thirty-five  min- 
utes, with  partial  success.  Grand  Gulf  has  been 
very  strongly  fortified  since  Admiral  Farragut 
went  down,  to  prevent  his  coming  up  again,  and 
four  (some  of  very  heavy  guns)  are  placed  at  the 
distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  apart,  on  high 
points,  and  completely  command  the  river. 

I  ordered  the  Louisville,  Carondelet,  Mound 
City,  and  Pittsburgh,  to  lead  the  way  and  attack 
the  lower  batteries,  while  the  Tuscumbia,  Ben- 
ton, and  Lafayette,  attacked  the  upper  ones; 
the  Lafayette  lying  in  an  eddy,  and  fighting 
stem  down-stream.  The  vessels  below  silenced 
the  lower  batteries,  and  then  closed  up  on  the 
upper  one,  which  had  been  hotly  engaged  by  the 
Benton  and  Tuscumbia,  both  ships  sufiering  se- 
verely in  killed  and  wounded. 

The  Pittsburgh  came  up  lust  at  the  moment 
when  a  large  shell  passed  through  the  Benton^s 
pilot-house,  wounding  th«  pilot,  Mr.  Williams, 
and  disabling  the  wheel    This  made  the  vessel 


unmanageable  for  a  short  time,  and  she  drifted 
down  to  the  lower  batteries,  which  she  opened 
upon  while  repairing  damages. 

The  Pittsburgh,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenant 
Horl,  for  a  short  time  bore  the  brunt  of  the  fire, 
and  lost  eight  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The 
Tuscumbia  was  cut  up  a  great  deal.  As  the  fire 
of  the  upper  battery  slackened,  (I  presume  for 
want  of  ammunition,)  I  passed  up  a  short  dis- 
tance above  the  fort  to  communicate  with  Gen. 
Grant,  to  see  whether  he  thought  proper  to  send 
the  troops  in  the  transports  by  the  battery  under 
what  was  rather  a  feeble  return  to  our  fire. 

He  concluded  to  land  the  troops  and  mircfa 
them  across  by  a  road  two  miles  long,  coming 
out  below  the  batteries.  As  there  was  a  pros- 
pect of  expending  a  great  deal  of  ammunition  on 
the  upper  battery,  without  being  able  to  occupr 
it  if  it  was  silenced,  the  vessels  moved  up-streim 
again  by  signal,  without  being  much  fired  at  or 
receiving  any  damage  while  the  enemy  had  a 
raking  fire  on  them. 

I  then  sent  down  Captain  Walke  in  the  Ia- 
fayette  to  prevent  them  from  repairing  damages, 
which  they  were  doing  with  great  diligence.  He 
opened  on  them,  to  which  they  responded  a  fev 
times,  and  finally  left  the  fort,  when  he  fired  at 
intervals  of  five  minutes  until  dark. 

At  six  o* clock  P.M.  I  again  got  under  war, 
with  the  transports  following  up,  and  attacked 
the  batteries  again,  the  transports  all  passing 
down  under  cover  of  our  fire.  We  are  now  in  a 
position  to  make  a  landing  where  the  General 
pleases. 

I  should  have  preferred  this  latter  eourse  in 
the  first  instance;  it  would  have  saved  many 
lives  and  many  hard  knocks.  The  Benton  re- 
ceived forty-seven  shots  in  her  hull  alone,  not 
counting  the  damage  done  above  her  rail;  but 
she  was  just  as  good  for  a  fight  when  she  got 
through  as  when  she  commenced. 

All  the  vessels  did  well,  though  it  was  the 
most  difficult  portion  of  the  river  in  which  to 
manage  an  iron-clad — strong  currents  (running 
six  knots)  and  strong  eddies,  turning  them  round 
and  round,  making  them  fidr  targeU.    .    .    * 

It  was  a  hard  fight  and  a  long  one  on  both 
sides.  The  enemy  fought  his  upper  battery  with 
a  desperation  I  have  never  yet  witnessed,  for 
though  we  engaged  him  at  a  distance  of  fi^ 
yards,  we  never  Surly  succeeded  in  stoj^og  his 
fire  but  for  a  short  time.  It  was  remariabk 
that  we  did  not  disable  his  guns,  but  thou^  ve  * 
knocked  the  parapets  pretty  mudi  to  pieoe^t^  the 
guns  were  apparently  uninjured.    .    .    .    • 

The  squadron  has  been  six  hours  and  a  half 
to-day  under  a  hot  and  weU-directed  fire,  and  are 
ready  to  commence  at  daylight  in  the  morning- 

I  will  send  a  list  of  kill^  and  wounded  the 
first  opportimity.  No  naval  officers  were  killed 
or  severely  wounded. 

In  our  attack  to-nigfat  only  one  man  kilkd; 
he  was  on  the  Mound  City.    D Avm  D.  Pw™»^ 

Acting  B.  A.,  OnmmaiMtfcig  ~  ^ 

Hon.  GmioK  Welles, 

Seeretary  of  Navy. 
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▲  NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

Nbai  Obamd  OuLr,  Mmsissipn,     ) 

Wednesday,  April  29, 1868.  ) 

This  day,  which  a  year  ago  was  signalized  hy 
the  capture  and  occupation  of  New-Orleans  by 
tlie  Union  forces,  has  been  again  rendered  mem- 
orable by  one  of  the  fiercest  and  longest  contested 
narsl  engagements  of  the  war.     The  long-prom- 
ised, and,  as  some  think,  too  long  dehiyed  attack 
upon  Grand  Qulf  by  our  nayal  flotilla  commenced 
at  eight  o'clock  this  morning,  all  seven  of  the 
gunboats — ^Benton,  (flag-ship,)  La&yette,  Tuscum- 
bia,  Carondelet,   Mound  City,   Pittsburgh,  and 
Louisville — ^participating,  and  the  flght  continued 
until  near  one  o'clock  p.m.,  lasting  almost  five 
hours.    The  place  was,  very  properly,  reported 
by  Admiral  Farragut  as  very  strong.     We  found 
it  80.    The  enemy  had  at  least  twenty  guns  fa- 
vorably posted  in  casemates  and  bemnd  earth- 
works of  the  most  formidable  description.   They 
fought^  too,  with  characteristic  tenacity  and  cour- 
age.   Our  gunboats,  however,  were  too  much  for 
them.    One  after  the  other  was  silenced  by  the 
direct  firing  at  close  quarters  from  the  rifle  Par- 
rotts,  and  the  eleven-inch  and  nine-inch  Dahl- 
grens — ^the  guns,  large  and  small,  which  compose 
the  armament  of  the  gunboat  fleet    At  one  p.m. 
only  a  single  gun,  protected  by  a  casemate,  on 
the  bluff  nearest  to  Big  Black  River,  responded, 
at  long  and  nervous  intervals,  to  our  fire,  and  the 
place  was  taken,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  so 
far  as  silencing  the  rebel  guns  was  concerned. 
All  that  was  wanted  to  complete  the  victory  was 
for  the  fifteen  thousand  troops,  which  were  lying 
on  board  of  transports  three  miles  above,  to  land, 
according  to  the  programme,  and  occupy  the  en- 
emy's works  under  cover  of  our  guns.     Why 
they  did  not  do  this — why  they  remained  specta- 
tors to  the  scene,  and  why,  after  five  hours  of  as 
hard  and  successful  fighting  as  has  been  done 
during  the  war,  all  the  gunboats  were  withdrawn, 
are  questions  I   am  imable    to    answer.     The 
Tuscumbia  remained  at  a  considerable  distance 
below  the  batteries,  while  all  the  rest  proceeded 
up-stream.     Within  two  hours— while  I  am  now 
writing — ^some  hundred  and  odd  men  may  be 
seen  by  the  glass,  busily  engaged  repairing  their 
diUipidated  works,   and  apparently  remounting 
their  guns.     The  troops,  at  a  hite  hour  in  the  af- 
ternoon, are  on  the  march  to  a  point  below  Grand 
Ouli^  on  the  Louisiana  side,  from  which,  it  is  re- 
ported, they  are  to  be  ferried  across  by  Uie  trans- 
ports, which  will  go  down  empty. 

All  the  gunboats  have  received  some  injury, 
but  not  one  has  been  materially  damaged  or  crip- 
pled. The  La&yette,  Tuscumbia,  Pittsburgh, 
Mound  City,  Garondelet|  Louisville — all  went  in 
and  fought  the  rebel  batteries,  head,  stem,  and 
broadside;  first  4own-stream,  then  up-stream; 
then  enfilading  them  in  the  still  basin  formed  by 
the  outlet  of  Big  Black,  within  two  hundred  yards 
or  less  of  the  rebel  casemates.  The  Mound  City 
actually  laid  herself  ashore  directly  opposite  to 
one  of  the  most  formidable  batteries,  and  kept 
firing  at  it  until  every  rebel  gunner  had  left  The 
Beaton  (flag-ship)  did  terrible   execution  with 


her  guns.  The  firing  on  the  Lafayette  was  ex- 
ceedingly accurate— one  shot  from  her  eleven-inch 
Dahlgrens  completely  upsetting  one  of  the  laigest 
of  the  rebel  guns. 

First  Master  Bryant,  a  New-Yorker  by  birth, 
but  who  fought  all  through  the  Crimean  war,  and 
received  a  medal  from  the  British  government, 
handled  his  guns  with  remarkable  skill  and  judg- 
ment, and  was  complimented  several  times  by 
Captain  Walke  for  his  excellent  shots.  The  Ben- 
ton fired  over  six  hundred  rounds,  the  Lafayette 
over  three  hundred.  The  number  of  rounds  fired 
by  all  the  boats  must  have  exceeded  four  thou- 
sand. The  rebels  were  not  backward  in  return- 
ing the  fire,  as  all  the  boats  give  unmistakable 
evidence.  The  Benton  was  hit  over  fifty  times, 
the  Lafayette  twentv-eight  times.  The  Lafayette 
received  a  shot  in  her  hull,  exploding  near  the 
magazine.  The  Benton  had  eight  killed  and 
twenty  wounded,  Pittsburgh  six  killed,  and  Tus- 
cumbuk  seven  killed  and  a  number  wounded. 


Doc  180. 
BATTLE  OF  PORT  GIBSON,  MISS. 

GENERAL  GRANTS  DESPATCH.  • 

Grahd  Guur,  tu  Muiphzs,  Mfty  T. 

To  Major- General  ffallech,  Oeneral-inr  Chief: 

We  landed  at  BouUngsburg,  April  thirtietii, 
moved  immediately  on  Port  Gibson,  ^et  the  en- 
emy, eleven  thousand  strong,  four  miles  south  of 
Port  Gibson,  at  two  o^clock  a.m.,  on  the  first  in- 
stant, and  engaged  him  all  day,  entirely  routing 
him,  with  the  loss  of  many  killed  and  about  five 
hundred  prisoners,  beside  the  wounded.  The 
enemy  retreated  toward  Vicksburgh,  destroying 
the  bridges  over  the  two  forks  of  the  Bayou 
Pierce.  These  were  rebuilt,  and  the  pursuit  was 
continued  until  the  present  time.  Beside  the 
heavy  artillery  at  this  place,  four  field-pieces  were 
captured,  and  some  stores,  and  the  enemy  was 
driven  to  destroy  many  more.  The  country  is 
the  most  broken  and  difiicult  to  operate  in  I  ever 
saw.  Our  victory  has  been  most  complete,  and 
the  enemy  is  thoroughly  demoralized. 

Very  respectfullv,        U.  S.  Grant. 

MiJor-G«neral  Comnuuidiiif  . 

GENERAL  GARB'S  REPORT. 

H^AOQOAmia  FocirrmiTB  Dinsios, ) 
Mayd,  1868.  f 

General  Orders,  Na  82. 

I  desire  to  congratulate  the  officers  and  soldiers 
of  this  division  on  the  brilliant  and  successM 
manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duty  in 
the  different  conflicts  of  the  late  battle  near  Port 
Gibson. 

At  the  end  of  a  tiresome  night-march  the 
Seoond  brigade,  under  Colonel  Stone,  being  in 
the  lead,  came  upon  the  enemy  at  one  o^clock  in 
the  morning,  posted  in  a  strong  position,  with 
artillery,  immediately  formed  into  fine,  and  Cap- 
tain Griffith's  First  Iowa  battery,  with  t^e  assist- 

*  Ttda  battle  is  alto  known  as  the  battle  of  Thompson's  HUL 
See  General  Grant's  Report  of  the  Siege  and  Reduction  of  Ylcka- 
bmrgfa,  Volonw  YII.  BawiJOK  Raooan. 
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ance  of  three  pieces  of  Klaus^s  First  Indiana, 
fought  him  for  over  an  hour,  and  finally,  at  three 
o^clock,  drove  him  away,  when  we  lay  down  to 
take  our  first  rest  since  three  o^clock  the  pre- 
ceding morning. 

At  half-past  six  we  renewed  the  conflict  The 
two  batteries  made  terrible  havoc  with  the  en- 
emy. The  First  brigade,  under  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Benton,  was  deployed  in  the  ravines  and 
underbrush  on  the  right,  and  advanced  gallantly 
to  flank  the  enemy  and  take  his  guns. 

When  they  engaged  him  on  the  right  the 
Second  brigade  engaged  him  on  the  left.  The 
Twelfth  division  was  advanced  to  support,  and 
with  a  rush  the  enemy  was  routed  fi'om  his 
position. 

The  Eighteenth  Indiana,  Colonel  H.  D.  Wash- 
bume,  has  the  distinguished  honor  of  capturing  a 
regimental  flag,  on  which  were  inscribed  the 
names  of  four  battle-fields ;  and  with  the  Ninety- 
ninth  Illinois,  Colonel  G.  W.  K.  Bailey,  and 
some  of  the  Thirty-fourth  and  Forty-sixth  In- 
diana, of  capturing  two  of  the  enemy's  guns. 
This  success  was  the  result  of  the  splendid  fight- 
ing of  the  whole  division,  which  provided  the 
opportunity. 

After  the  enemy  took  up  his  new  position, 
the  Second  brigade  was  very  severely  engaged 
on  the  left  of  our  line  for  a  long  time,  and  be- 
haved with  distinguished  gallantry.  It  subse- 
quently too&  up  a  position  across  the  valley  in 
the  timber  very  near  the  enemy,  where  two  regi- 
ments, the  Twenty-first  and  Twenty-third  Iowa, 
remained  till  after  dark. 

The  First  brigade  went  to  the  relief  of  General 
McGinnis^s  brigade,  and  the  Eighth  Indiana  dis- 
tinguished itself  by  driving  the  enemy  from  a 
strong  position  and  taking  it  for  themselves. 

Coming  fix>m  Missouri,  where  you  had  endured 
great  haixlships  during  the  last  winter,  you  were 
honored  by  being  placed  at  the  head  of  the  grand 
army  of  the  Mississippi,  and  you  have  proved 
yourselves  well  worthy  of  that  honor. 

1^ou  have  encountered  and  defeated  the  same 
men  against  whom  we  have  so  long  contended  in 
Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  you  have  added  an- 
other wreath  to  those  you  won  at  Blackwater, 
Blackweirs  Station,  Fredericktown,  Pea  Ridge, 
Round  Hill,  Hartville,  Haines's  Blufi;  and  Post 
of  Arkansas ;  and  I  am  sure  you  will  go  on  with 
your  glorious  achievements  till  the  demon  of  re- 
bellion shall  be  destroyed,  and  our  land  shall 
once  more  rejoice  in  the  blessings  of  peace  and 
prosperity. 

While  we  mourn  our  fallen  comrades,  we  can- 
not forget  that  they  have  offered  up  their  lives 
for  the  noblest  of  purposes — that  of  preserving 
to  their  country  a  Government  at  once  firee  and 
stable,  which  shall  give,  in  coi\|unction  with  the 
largest  liberties  to  the  citizen,  the  greatest  se- 
curity for  his  life  and  property. 

To  their  firiends  and  to  our  wounded  comrades 
we  tender  our  sympathies,  and  hope  that  time 
and  the  thoughts  of  what  they  suffer  for  will 
soothe  their  pain  and  sorrow. 

The  loss  of  the  First  brigade  was — killed, 


twenty-six;  wounded,  one  hundred  and  forty- 
three.  That  of  the  Second  — killed,  fifteen; 
wounded,  seventy-nine.  Total,  two  hundred 
and  sixty-three. 

This  comprises  only  men  put  k&rs  du  combat; 
scratches  not  reported. 

Where  all  have  done  their  duty  it  is  invidioa$i 
to  make  distinctions ;  but  the  conduct  of  some 
individuals  seems  to  merit  special  mention,  eren 
at  the  risk  of  leaving  out  deserving  men  wbo«e 
names  have  not  been  reported  to  me.  Thes< 
shall  receive  their  due  credit  as  soon  as  I  am 
informed  of  their  merits. 

Brigadier-Genend  W.  P.  Benton  distinguished 
himself  for  daring,  gallantry,  and  good  manage- 
ment, during  the  whole  battie.  Indiana  con- 
tinues to  be  glorified  by  her  sons.  Colonel  C. 
S.  Harris,  Eleventh  Wisconsin,  though  he  had 
been  obliged  to  give  up  the  command  of  his 
brigade  on  account  of  illness,  was  on  the  field 
and  shared  the  dangers. 

Colonel  W.  M.  Stone,  Twenty-second  Iowa, 
who  succeeded  to  the  command  of  the  Second 
brigade,  took  his  place  with  the  extreme  advance- 
guard  at  night  during  the  advance  on  the  enemj. 
exposed  himself  freely,  and  exerted  himself  so 
much  that  he  became  completely  exhausted  in 
the  afternoon,  and  was  obliged  to  relinquish  the 
command  to  Colonel  Samuel  Merrill,  Twenty-fiK>t 
Iowa,  for  about  an  hour.  By  his  bravery  and 
admirable  mana^ment  of  his  brigade  he  r^ects 
new  honor  on  his  noble  State. 

Captain  George  S.  Marshall,  Acting  Adjutant- 
General  First  brigade,  and  Captain  L.  H.  Whit- 
tlesey, Eleventh  Wisconsin,  Acting  Assistant 
Adjutant-General»Seoond  brigade,  distinguished 
themselves  during  the  whole  battle,  and  exposed 
themselves  freely. 

The  regiments  and  batteries  all  showed  great 
gallantry,  and  their  commanders  good  manage- 
ment    The  list  is  as  follows : 

Eighth  Indiana,  Colonel  David  Shunk. 

Eighteenth  Indiana,  Colonel  H.  D.  Washbume. 

Thirty-third  Illinois,  Colonel  0.  E.  lippincott 

Ninety-ninth  Illinois,  Colonel  G.  W.  K.  Bailey 

First  Indiana  battery.  Captain  Klaus. 

Eleventh  Wisconsm,  Lieut-Col.  C.  A.  Wood. 

Twenty-First  Iowa,  Colonel  Samuel  MerrilL 

Twenty-second  Iowa,  Major  Jos.  B.  Athoton. 

Twenty-third  Iowa,  Lieutenant-Colonel  S,  L 
Glasgow,  with  its  gallant  young  commander,  be- 
haved admirably. 

First  Iowa  battery.  Captain  H.  H.  Griffith. 

Major  Thomas  J.  Brady  commanded  the  sId^ 
mishers  of  the  First  brigade. 

Private  Noah  Havens,  company  K,  Eighteenth 
Indiana,  made  a  reconnoissance  within  the  en 
emy's  lines  in  the  night 

Major  L.  H.  Potter,  with  four  companies  of  the 
Thirty-third  Illinois  in&ntrr,  engaged  the  enemr 
on  the  left  in  the  morning,  holding  him  in  checi 
until  the  arrival  of  Osterhaus's  division. 

Captain  Charles,  company  H,  Eighteentli  In- 
diana, was  the  first  man  to  jump  on  the  enemy's 
guns. 

Lieutenant  D.  F.  Adams,  Adjutant  fifteenth 
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Indiana,  passed  twice  through  the  hottest  of  the 
en«iny*s  fire  to  conduct  reenforcements. 

Private  Amos  Nagle,  company  K,  Eighteenth 
Indiana,  captured  color-bearer  with  flag  bearing 
inscriptions  of  four  battles. 

Captain  J.  C.  Dinsmore,  Ninety-ninth  Illinois, 
seized  one  of  the  enemy's  twelye-pound  howit- 
zers, turned  it,  and  fired  at  him  his  own  charge. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Dunlap,  Twenty-first  Iowa, 
commanded  the  skirmishers,  and  Major  Van 
Anda,  of  the  same  regiment,  commanded  the 
support  of  the  howitzer  in  advance  of  the  Third 
bri^e. 

Company  B,  Twenty^st  Iowa,  Gapt  Crooke, 
received  the  first  fire  of  the  rebel  picket,  and  re- 
t\}rned  it  with  great  coolness. 

Sergeant  B.  Kinst,  company  E,  Twenty-first 
Iowa,  captured .  a  rebel  orderly  carrying  de- 
spatches. 

Sergeant  Wm.  R.  Liebert,  First  Iowa  battery, 
who  was  mentiotfled  for  gallantir  and  good  con- 
duct at  Pea  Ridge,  was  (with  his  piece)  on  ad- 
vance-guard during  the  nigtit-march,  behaved 
with  Uie  greatest  coolness  and  spirit^  and  was 
seriously  wounded. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  you  have  done 

valuable  service  to  your  country;  your  friends 

at  home  will  be  proud  of  your  achievements,  and 

expect  that  when  you  again  meet  traitors  in  arms 

you  will  give  as  good  an  account  then  as  you  did 

on  the  battle-field  near  Port  Qibson,  Mississippi. 

E.  A.  Garb, 
Brlgadier-GeDeral  Commanding. 

C.  H.  Dyeb, 

Aa^tant  A^jutant-QeneraL 

BSiaADIER-OENERAL  HOVET'S  REPORT. 

Heaoqcaxtebs  TtmuFTH  DiTisioir,  THiRTKnrrH  A.  C,  I 

Ijt  thk  Field,  Hay  8,  1868.     f 

LuuUnant- Colonel  W.  B,  Scales,  A.  A.  General: 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report,  commencing  with  the  landing  of  the 
Twelfth  division  at  Milliken's  Bend  on  the  four- 
teenth of  April,  and  terminating  with  the  battle 
of  Port  Gibson,  on  the  first  day  of  May.  March- 
ing over  heavy  roads  from  the  Bend  on  the  six- 
teenth, under  orders  to  leave  our  camp  and  gar- 
rison equixMige  behind,  we  arrived  at  Dawson's 
Farm  on  the  Roundaway  Bayou,  on  the  second 
day.  On  the  eighteenth  marched  to  the  mouth 
of  Gilbert's  Bayou,  with  directions  to  make  a  re- 
connoLssance  in  the  direction  of  the  Mississippi 
Kiver,  and  ascertain  whether  a  practicable  route 
I  could  be  found.  Descending  the  bayou,  I  met 
General  Osterhaus  coming  up  from  the  river 
on  the  same  business,  and  on  comparing  notes, 
the  route  was  deemed  practicable  and  so  report- 
ed to  Major-General  McClernand.  In  four  days 
from  that  date,  my  division,  with  the  aid  of  Gap- 
tain  Petterson's  Pioneers,  built  four  bridges,  over 
about  one  thousand  feet  of  water,  and  cut  two 
miles  of  road  through  the  woods,  thus  opening 
up  the  great  military  route  through  the  overflow 
land  fi^m  Milliken's  Bend  to  the  Mississippi 
River  below  Vicksburgh.  During  the  severe  task, 
many  of  my  men  worked  for  hours  up  to  their 
necks  in  water,  and  I  take  this  occasion  to  thank 


them  for  the  devotion  and  enei^  there  display- 
ed. To  Captain  George  W.  Jackson,  Thirty-fourth 
Indiana,  and  his  pioneer  corps,  praise  is  particu- 
larly due  for  the  performance  of  this  herculean 
task. 

On  the  twenty-eighth  we  embarked  on  steamers 
for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in  the  attack  on  Grand 
Gulf;  and  on  the  twenty-ninth,  witnessed  the 
brilliant  assault  of  the  gunboats  upon  that  place. 
As  it  was  expected  at  the  time  that  a  battle 
would  take  place  at  Grand  Gul^  the  horses  of 
all  officers,  excepting  those  commanding  divi- 
sions, and  all  kinds  of  transportation,  were  left 
behind.  Subsequent  events  made  this  very  oner- 
ous upon  the  officers  and  upon  the  command. 
On  the  thirtieth  we  again  disembarked  at  Bru- 
ensburgh  Landing,  Mississippi,  below  Grand  Gul( 
and  at  three  o'clock  p.m.,  took  up  our  line  of 
march  for  Port  Gibson.  The  order  of  march  by 
divisions  being:  Garr's,  (Fourteenth,)  Osterhaus's, 
(Ninth,)  Hovey's,  (Twelfth,)  Smith's,  (Tenth.) 
The  organization  of  the  Twelfth  division  at  that 
time  was: 

First  brigade,  General  George  F.  McGinnis 
commanding — ^Twenty-fourth  IncQana,  command- 
ed by  Colonel  W.  T.  Spicely ;  Forty-sixth  Indi- 
ana, commanded  by  Colonel  T.  H.  Bringhurst; 
Eleventh  Indiana,  commanded  by  Colonel  D.  Ma- 
culey ;  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Charles  R.  Gill;  Thirty-fourth  Indiana, 
commanded  by  R  A.  Cameron ;  Sixteenth  Ohio 
battery,  Captain  J.  A.  Mitchell ;  Second  Ohio  bat- 
tery. First  Lieutenant  Aug.  Beach. 

Second  brigade,  Colonel  J.  R.  Slack  command- 
ing— Twenty-fourth  Iowa,  commanded  by  Colonel 
E.  S.  Byaur;  Twenty-eighth  Iowa,  commanded 
by  Colonel  John  Gonnell ;  Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant-Colonel  W.  H.  Raynor; 
Forty-seventh  Indiana,  commanded  by  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel J.  A.  McLaughlin ;  First  Missouri 
battery,  commanded  by  Captain  Schofield ;  Peo- 
ria light  artillery,  commanded  by  Second  Lieu- 
tenant Fenton. 

We  continued  our  march  during  the  night 
Near  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  first  of 
May,  cannonading  was  heard  in  our  front,  which 
continued  several  minutes.  The  column  pressed 
forward,  and  at  daylight  reached  Centre  Greek, 
about  three  miles  west  of  Port  Gibson.  At  this 
point,  at  five  o'clock  a.m.,  my  division  was  or- 
dered to  take  position,  a  few  hundred  yards  in 
advance,  upon  the  right  of  the  road,  on  the  crest 
of  the  hills,'  nearly  opposite  the  Shafier  farm- 
house, at  that  time  the  headquarters  of  M%jor- 
General  McClemaiid.  The  first  brigade  occupied 
the  position  in  fi-ont,  nearest  the  enemy's  line, 
and  at  right  angles  to  the  road,  and  the  second 
brigade  in  a  similar  ridge  in  the  rear  of  the  first 
brigade. 

The  lines  of  each  brigade  were  formed  under 
fire  from  the  enemy,  who  were  being  engaged  by 
Brigadier-General  Benton,  to  my  left,  and  near 
the  centre  of  my  line  of  battle. 

At  this  juncture  I  received  orders  from  Major- 
General  McClernand  to  hold  my  division  as  a  re- 
serve until  the  arrival  of  the  Tenth  division,  com- 
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manded  by  Brigadier-General  Smith,  at  which 
time  my  whole  command  was  to  be  in  readiness 
to  take  part  in  the  action.  On  receiving  this  com- 
mand, I  ordered  my  division  to  lie  down  under 
the  cover  of  the  brow  of  the  hills.  In  less  than 
thirty  minutes  afterward,  Qeneral  Smith  arrived, 
and  the  fact  was  announced  to  the  Major-General 
commanding.  In  the  mean  time  the  brigade  un- 
der General  Benton  was  engaged  in  a  severe  con- 
flict with  the  enemy  upon  our  left,  and  gallantly 
resisting  almost  overwhelming  numbers.  About 
seven  o'clock  a.m.,  aids  from  Major-General  Mc- 
Clemand  came  rapidly  forward,  with  orders  di- 
recting me,  without  the  least  delay,  to  support 
General  Benton's  line.  I  immediately  ordered 
Brigadier-General  McGinnis  to  march  the  infantry 
of  the  first  brigade,  in  line  of  battle,  across  a  deep 
and  rugged  ravine,  to  his  support 

All  concur  in  describing  this  ravine  as  about 
forty  feet  wide,  and  filled  with  vines,  cane,  deep 
gulches,  and  exceedingly  difficult  of  passage.  The 
enemy  no  doubt  regarded  it  as  impassable.  As 
soon  as  the  First  brigade  had  commenced  moving, 
I  ordered  the  Second  brigade,  Colonel  Slack  com- 
manding, to  march  by  the  right  flank  around  the 
head  of  the  ravine,  in  support  of  our  forces  en- 
gaged in  the  centre.  They  reached  their  proper 
position  in  line  of  the  division,  beyond  the  ravine, 
about  the  same  time  the  left  of  the  First  brigade 
arrived,  the  right  of  the  First  brigade  being  still 
engaged  in  working  through  the  tangled  vines 
and  underbrush  of  the  ravine. 

As  I  rode  down  the  road  toward  the  front  and 
middle  of  my  line,  I  met  Captain  Klaus,  First 
Indiana  battery,  who  had  been  gallantly  fightins 
the  rebel  batteries.  The  field  around  him  and 
one  disabled  gun  testified  to  the  nature  of  the 
conflict  He  at  once  pointed  out  the  position  of 
the  rebel  battery,  the  guns  of  which,  with  a  line 
of  rebel  heads  in  their  rear,  were  plainly  visible. 
I  immediately  rode  down  under  cover  of  the  brow 
of  the  ravine  to  the  head  of  the  Second  brigade, 
where  Colonel  Slack  and  Colonel  Cameron  of  the 
Thirty-fourth  Indiana,  were  standing.  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Raynor,  of  the  Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  who 
had  been  supporting  Captain  Klaus's  battery, 
here  joined  us.  Here  I  attempted  to  communi- 
cate with  General  McGinnis,  who  was  in  the  rear 
of  his  brigade,  but  the  ground  was  impassable 
for  my  aids  on  horseback,  and  my  voice  could 
not  be  heard  on  account  of  the  noise  around  him. 
I  pointed  out  the  battery  first  to  Colonel  Came- 
ron, and  told  him  it  must  be  tal^en.  Colonel 
Slack  claimed  the  honor  for  his  command,  but 
I  settled  the  matter  by  directing  Colonel  Came- 
ron, of  the  Thirty-fotu*th  Indiana  regiment,  to 
make  the  charge,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Raynor, 
Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  to  support  it  I  also  directed 
Colond  Slack  to  hold  his  brigade  ready  to  move 
forward  at  any  instant  The  distance  of  the 
rebel  battery  from  the  point  of  my  attack  could 
not  have  exceeded  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards. 
Upon  receiving  the  order  to  charge,  Colonel  Cam- 
eron commanded  his  battalion  to  leap  the  fence, 
which,  with  the  Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  rushed  with 


loud  shouts  and  fixed  bayonets  toward  the  rebd 
battery. 

Their  advance  was  met  with  grape  from  the 
rebel  battery,  and  a  shower  of  ball  from  the  rebel 
lines.  The  fire  became  intense  and  concentrated, 
and  both  regiments,  to  shield  themselves,  fell  to 
the  ground,  whilst  the  fire  continued  for  two  or 
three  minutes  longer  on  both  sides.  At  this 
juncture  I  gave  the  command  forward,  as  loud 
as  I  could,  and  had  the  gratification  of  seeing 
the  Thirty-fourth  and  Fifty-sixth  spring  to  thetr 
feet,  and  with  two  companies  of  the  Eleventh  In- 
diana, which  I  knew  by  their  dres.s,  and  several 
other  companies  of  my*division,  which  I  could 
not  then  distinguish,  rush  forward  to  the  charge. 
Again  the  bright  bayonets  of  the  Twelfth  divi- 
sion were  glittering  in  the  sun ;  again  a  wild 
shout,  a  shout  of  triumph,  reverberated  through 
the  hills.  The  enemy  were  beaten  back,  between 
two  and  three  hundred  taken  prisoners;  and  one 
stand  of  colors,  two  twelve-plunder  howitzers, 
three  caissons,  and  three  six-mule  teams,  loaded 
with  ammunition,  was  the  reward  of  the  chiTal- 
rous  action.  The  particular  men,  or  companies, 
who  seized  the  colors,  took  the  guns  and  turned 
them  upon  the  enemy,  surrounded  and  took  the 
prisoners,  I  cannot  tell,  as  in  the  hot  contest  of 
the  moment  nothing  but  momentary  dagoerreaD 
sketches  could  have  fixed  the  facts.  One  thing 
is  certain,  the  honor  of  the  chaise  belongs  to  the 
Twelfth  division.  I  gave  the  command,  my  men 
obeyed,  and  made  the  charge,  manned  the  guns, 
discharged  them  at  the  enemy,  took  the  prison- 
ers, and  have  the  battle-fiag  of  the  battery,  now 
in  possession  of  the  gallant  Colonel  Raynor,  etc, 

Alvin  p.  Hovot, 

Brig.-0«n.  Oom'g  Twelfth  DItUoq,  Thirteenth  Axmj  CerpL 

J.  E.  Phillips, 

A.  A.  Q«neraL 
OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  GENERAL  BE2ST0N. 
BiTOUAO  ur  TBK  FlKLO,  Miniiiaairpi,  May  S,  138& 

Captain  G.  H,  Dyer^  Assutant  Adjutan^Otnenl 

Fourteenth  Division : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  First  brigade, 
Fourteenth  division,  Thirteenth  army  oorps,  de- 
partment of  the  Tennessee,  in  the  engagement  on 
the  night  of  the  thirtieth  ultimo  and  the  first  in- 
stant, near  Port  Gibson,  Mississippi  : 

About  midnight  I  received  the  order  of  the 
General  commanding  the  division,  to  hasten  for- 
ward the  First  Indiana  battery,  whidi  was  im- 
mediately executed  at  a  full  run,  arriving  on  the 
ground  in  a  few  minutes.  The  battoy  was  at 
once  placed  in  position,  and  opened  a  vigorous 
fire,  which  was  continued,  without  intermission, 
unlal  three  o'clock  a.m.  of  the  first  instant,  when 
the  enemy  ceased  his  fire,  and  we  lay  npon  our 
arms,  awaiting  the  tardy  coming  of  daylig^t 
In  the  mean  time,  the  infantry,  consisting  of  the 
Eighth  and  Eighteenth  Indiana,  and  the  Thirty- 
third  and  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  regiments,  b«l 
come  on  the  field,  and  were  also  lying  on  their 
arms  in  support  of  the  battery.    At  the  eariiest 
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d&wn  all  were  on  the  alert,  eager  fbr  the  coming 
fray.    At  this  juncture,  Major-General  McGler- 
nand  came  dashing  to  the  front,  asking  a  thou- 
sand questions  as  to  the  position  and  strength  of 
the  enemy,  the  roads,  and  general  topography  of 
the  ground;  and,  with  matchless  energy,  pro- 
ceeded to  yerify  every  statement  by  a  personal 
investigation.     About  six  o*clock  a.m.  I  was  or- 
dered to  push  four  companies  down  a  road  turn- 
ing to  the  left  of  Schaeffer^s  house,  and  directly 
m  the  rear  of  the  one  in  which  the  previous  en- 
gagement occurred.     I  accordingly  sent  the  gal- 
lant Major  Potter,  of  the  Thirty-third  Illinois, 
with  four  companies  of  that  regiment,  with  or- 
ders to  feel  his  way  down  the  road  cautiously, 
and  hold  it  until  relieved  by  General  Osterhaus's 
command,  which  had  been  ordered  up,  and  then, 
without  further  orders,  hasten  to  rejoin  his  regi- 
ment   In  a  few  minutes  his  skirmishers  engaged 
the  outposts  of  the  enemy,  who  replied  sharply, 
both  with  small  arms  and  artillery.     Owing  to 
the  promptness  of  General  Osterhaus,  the  Major's 
fight,  though  spirited,  was  of  short  duration,  and 
he,  in  turn,  promptly  rejoined  his  regiment,  and 
shared  with  it  the  dangers  and  glory  of  the  fight 
on  the  extreme  right 

General  Osterhaus  having  thus  secured  our 
rear,  by  special  direction  of  General  McGlemand, 
I  ordered  the  Thirty-third  Illinois,  commanded 
by  the  cool  and  fearless  Colonel  Lippincott,  to 
move  forward  along  the  high  ridge  to  the  west, 
and  carefully  explore  the  ravines  intervening  be- 
tween Schaeffer's  house  and  our  intended  line  of 
battle.  At  the  same  time,  Captain  Klaus  was 
ordered  to  change  the  position  of  one  section  of 
his  battery  to  the  high  ground  on  the  left  of  the 
road,  and  open  fire  with  his  whole  batteiy,  while 
the  gallant  Major  Brady,  of  the  Eighth  Indiana, 
commanding  my  skirmishers,  consisting  of  one 
company  from  each  regiment,  was  pressing  for- 
ward under  orders,  and  the  Eighth  and  Eight- 
eenth Indiana  formed  forward  into  line  of  battle. 
The  Ninety-ninth  Illinois  was  also  ordered  for- 
ward as  the  reserve  of  the  brigade.  In  a  very 
short  time  the  battle  raged  with  great  fury.. 
Having  driven  the  stubborn  enemy,  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  several  himdred  yards,  from  one 
ravine  to  another,  and  completely  turned  his  left 
flank,  I  ordered  a  change  of  front  forward  on  the 
tenth  company,  which  was  accomplished  most 
handsomely  at  a  double-quick,  over  the  most 
difficult  ground.  So  promptly  was  the  move- 
ment executed,  under  a  galling  fire  of  shell  and 
musketry,  that  I  was  at  a  loss  which  most  to  ad- 
mire, their  valor  or  the  efficiency  of  their  driU. 
In  the  mean  time,  ^^  Old  Rough  and  Ready  num- 
ber two,"  Colonel  Bailey,  commanding  the  Nine- 
ty-ninth Illinois,  was  ordered  forward,  which  was 
executed,  with  cheer  on  cheer,  at  a  double-quick. 
Our  new  line  was  formed  with  the  Eighth  In- 
diana, Colonel  David  Shunk,  on  the  right,  the 
Thirty-third  Illinois,  Colonel  Lippincott^  Ninety- 
ninth  Illinois,  Colonel  Bailey,  and  the  Eighteenth 
Indiana,  Colonel  Washbume,  whose  left  was  rest- 
ing near  the  Magnolia  Church,  and  his  whole 
regiment  in  front  of  the  enemy's  battery.    Now 


came  the  tug  of  war  in  good  earnest.  I  soon 
found  that  the  odds  wero  largely  against  us,  and 
that  the  enemy  was  making  a  most  deiiperate 
effort  to  turii  our  left  flank,  thus  cutting  us  off 
from  our  support  I  inmiediately  despatched 
Captain  Marshall  for  reenforcements,  and  did  all 
in  my  power  to  stimulate  the  men  to  heroic  ac- 
tion, and  right  nobly  did  they  respond.  For  at 
least  two  hours,  single-handed,  the  First  brigade 
fought  three  brigades  of  the  enemy,  giving  him 
volley  for  volley,  with  interest 

Three  times  did  he  form  to  charge  us,  and  as 
often  was  he  hurled  back  discomfited  by  the 
well-directed  aim  of  the  brave  lads  of  Illinois^ 
and  Indiana.  We  had  already  driven  the  enemy 
over  the  hill-top  and  through  a  ravine  for  a  full 
quarter  of  a  mile,  never  yielding  one  inch  our- 
selves. At  length  the  long-looked  for  succor 
came.  We  were  all,  officers  and  men,  glad  to 
know  that  it  was  composed  of  a  part  of  &e  vet- 
eran troops  of  the  gallant  General  A.  P.  Hovey's 
division,  and  the  sequel  proved  that  we  were  not 
mistaken  in  our  estimate  of  their  courage.  No 
sooner  had  they  come  upon  the  ground — ^before 
I  had  fully  completed  my  arrangements — ^than 
some  one,  unknown  to  me,  gave  the  order 
"  Charge  I"  which  was  executed  with  the  wildest 
enthusiasm,  the  men  of  my  brigade  vying  with 
their  friends  of  Hovey's  division  as  to  who 
should  first  reach  the  enemy.  The  result  of 
this  splendid  charge  was  the  complete  rout  of 
the  enemy — the  capture  of  two  twelve-pounder 
howitzers,  and,  at  least,  one  flag.  This  was  not 
the  work,  exclusively,  of  G^nertd  Carr's  division, 
or  General  Hovey's  —  it  was  the  joint  work  of 
both,  and  in  my  humble  judgment,  herein  is 
glory  enough,  and  to  spare,  for  both  divisions. 

Our  whole  command  are  at  a  loss  for  words  to 
express  our  admiration  for  the  noble  and  gallant 
bearing  of  the  officers  and  men  of  General  Ho- 
vey's  division.  To  borrow  the  expression  of 
another  when  speaking  of  General  Hovey,  *^  there 
is  no  discount  on  his  pluck,"  while  the  praises 
of  General  McGinnis  and  Colonel  Slack,  Colonel 
Cameron,  (Thirty-fourth  Indiana,)  and  Colonel 
Macauley,  (Eleventh  Indiana,)  and  in  a  word,  all 
of  them,  were  upon  the  tongues  of  all,  at  the 
same  time  it  is  due  to  the  truth  of  history  to 
state  that  the  Eighteenth  Indiana,  whose  mor- 
tality list  is  larger  than  any  regiment  engaged, 
and  the  Ninety-ninth  Illinois,  were  in  the  (£arge, 
that  Captain  Charles  of  company  H,  of  Uie  for- 
mer regiment,  was  the  first  to  jump  upon  one  of 
the  cannons  and  claim  it  as  his  trophy.  Amos 
Neagle,  private,  company  K,  also  captured  the 
color-bearer  and  colors  of  the  Fifteenth  Arkan- 
sas, inscribed  with  the  battie-fields  of  "Oak 
Hill,"  "Elkhom,"  "Corinth,"  and  "Hatchie 
Bridge."  All  this  time,  fi^m  first  to  last,  the 
indenttdgable  First  Indiana  battery,  in  charge  of 
the  brave  Klaus,  was  pouring  shot  and  shell  into 
the  enemy,  firing  in  all  one  Uiousand  and  fiAy 
rounds  in  point-blank  range.  The  entire  line  of 
my  brigade  was  now  advanced  through  the 
woods,  and,  moving  by  the  right  flank,  passed 
up  the  road  in  quick  pursuit  of  the  flying  rebels. 
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Arriving  in  front  of  the  second  position  taken 
by  the  rebels,  we  wer^  halted  to  rest 

During  the  afternoon,  at  the  request  of  Gen- 
eral McGinnis,  I  ordered  the  Eighth  Indiana  to 
the  right  of  our  new  line  to  support  the  Twenty- 
ninth  Wisconsin,  which  was  being  hotly  pressed 
with  great  slaughter.  Well  did  the  old  Eighth 
sustain  its  high  reputation  under  the  lead  of  the 
▼eteran  Colonel  Shunk.  Forming  under  a  heavy 
fire,  within  seventy-five  yards  of  the  enemy, 
they  at  once  charged  and  drove  the  enemy  firom 
the  brow  of  the  hill,  completely  turning  the 
tables  on  him,  and  punishing  him  severely.  In- 
deed, just  as  the  Eighth  had  exhausted  their  am- 
munition they  drove  the  enemy  firom  that  part 
of  the  field.  In  the  mean  time  the  remainder 
were  ordered  forward  in  support  of  some  bat- 
teries on  the  hill — Captain  Klaus  having  had 
two  pieces  disabled  and  his  ammunition  exhaust- 
ed, had  been  ordered  to  the  rear.  Thus  we  re- 
mained until  late  in  the  afternoon,  when  an  or- 
der was  received  to  go  to  the  support  of  General 
Osterhaus,  on  the  extreme  left.  While  in  the 
prompt  execution  of  this  order,  I  encountered 
one  from  General  Grant  to  remain  where  I  was 
for  the  present,  General  Osterhaus  having  driven 
the  rebels.  Accordingly  the  men  had  just  light- 
ed their  camp-fires  to  prepare  some  supper,  when 
still  another  order  came,  sending  us  back  on  the 
field  of  battle,  where  we  slept  on  our  arms  dur- 
ingthe  night 

When  the  fiu;ts  are  stated  that  after  two  weeks 
dragging  through  the  mud  and  crossing  bayous 
in  old  scows  and  skifis,  on  the  morning  of  the 
thirtieth  ult,  at  three  o'clock,  we  arose  fi^m  a 
sleep  that  had  been  disturbed  by  the  biursting 
shells  from  Grand  Gulf,  which  vainly  endeavored 
to  sink  our  transports  as  they  defiantly  ran  the 
blockade;  and  in  the  afternoon,  landing  below 
on  the  Mississippi  shore,  the  first  brigade  formed 
at  once  and  pushed  four  miles  back,  to  gain  and 
hold  the  hills,  while  the  rest  of  the  troops 
stopped  to  draw  and  distribute  their  rations,  it 
will  be  seen  that  we  endured  bravely  as  well  as 
fought  bravely.  We  had  left  a  detail  who  car- 
ried ours  upon  their  backs  four  miles  to  us.  To 
see  a  stout-hearted  fellow,  trudging  along  under 
the  broiling  sun,  with  a  box  of  crackers  on  his 
shoulders,  weighing  a  hundred  pounds,  claimed 
at  once  your  admiration  and  sympathy.  Not 
waiting  for  all  our  rations  to  come  up,  we  again 
took  up  our  line  of  march  till  about  midnight, 
when  the  enemy  opened  on  us.  We  fought  him 
till  three  o^ clock  a.ic.  At  six  o^clock  we  went  at 
him  again,  and  fought  him  all  day  long,  and 
finally  whipped  him  most  handsomely. 

During  all  this  time  no  one  faltered,  nor  did  I 
hear  one  word  of  complaint  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, to  obey  the  order  Uterally,  to  men- 
tion all  who  distinguished  themselves,  I  should 
be  compelled  to  attach  and  make  a  part  of  this 
report,  already  too  long,  the  muster-rolls  of  my 
entire  brigade. 

I  have  already  made  honorable  mention  of 
Colonel  Shunk,  Eighth  Indiana ;  Colonel  Wash- 
bume.  Eighteenth  Indiana ;  Colonel  Bailey,  Nine- 


ty-ninth Illinois;  Colonel  Lippinoott,  Thirty- 
third  Illinois,  and  Major  Brady,  Eighth  •  Indi- 
ana^ (who  commanded  the  skirmishers,)  etch  and 
all  of  whom  are  brave  and  competent  officers. 

I  am  deeply  indebted  to  my  staflr-officers  for 
their  intelligent  bravery  and  promptness  in  bear- 
ing my  orders  to  all  parts  of  the  field— Captain 
George  S.  Marshall,  A.  A.  G. ;  Lieutenant  Joe 
P.  Wig^s,  Adjutant  Eighth  Indiana,  and  act- 
ing ATd.  C.  ;  Lieutenant  Jesse  £.  Soott,  com- 
pany C,  Eighteenth  Indiana,  and  acting  A  Q. 
M;  and  Lieutenant  William  Lrwin,  companj 
A,  Eighth  Indiana,  A.  A.  C.  S.  — all  of  whom 
were  under  fire  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  gallant  Lieutenant 
William  Hill,  company  B,  Eighth  Indiana,  for 
acting  as  Aid  temporarily. 

Our  list  of  killed  and  wounded  is  attached  and 
made  a  part  of  this  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  Captain,  with  great  i^ 
spect)  your  obedient  servant, 

William  P.  Bekton, 

Brigadier-General  CommaiMling  Flnt  Brigld^ 
Fourteenth  DWltion,  TUxteeoth  Amy  Carpi 

OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  UACACLET. 

HKADQnABTSKS  BLKTKirra  ImUAMA  ZOCATB,     | 

Nbab  Willow  Spmhgs,  Miasiaaipn,  lUyfi.  f 
Captain  Jos.  ff,  Livesey^  AssUtant  AdjtUant-Gtr»' 

eral^  First  Brigade^  Twelfth  Divmon,  'Thir- 
teenth Army  Corps  : 

Sir  :  The  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
the  Eleventh  Indiana,  in  the  battle  of  May  first, 
near  Port  Gibson,  is  respectfully  submitted : 

We  arrived  near  the  battle-neld  at  six  o'clock 
A.M.,  on  that  day,  after  marching  all  night,  and, 
before  having  time  to  cook  breaJdast,  were  sent 
by  General  A.  P.  Hovey  to  the  field  to  report  to 
General  G.  F.  McGinnis. 

On  an  order  from  him  we  stacked  arms  in 
shelter  of  a  hill,  and  awaited  the  "advance.*' 
About  eight  o'clock  a.m.,  I  received  Greneral  Mc- 
Ginnis's  order  to  form  line  on  the  right  of  tiie 
Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  infantry,  and  advance 
as  support  two  hundred  yards  in  the  rear  of  the 
line  formed  by  the  Twenty-fourth,  Forty-sixth, 
and  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  regiments.  A  deep 
ravine,  choked  by  an  almost  impassable  can&- 
brake  and  undergrowth,  was  before  us,  through 
which,  with  great  exertion,  we  succeeded  in  forc- 
ing our  way. 

Two  more  of  like  character  were  passed,  when, 
by  marching  by  the  left  flank,  an  open  space  wis 
reached,  in  wnich  were  formed  the  remaining 
regiments  of  the  brigade. 

In  front  of  mv  position  was  a  ravine  running 
dia^nally  to  the  left  and  rear ;  on  the  far  side 
of  it,  and  a  little  to  the  right,  was  stationed  a 
rebel  battery,  supported  by  a  heavy  force  of  in- 
fantry. 

I  was  ordered  to  cross  this  ravine,  making  a 
right  half-wheel  and  attack  in  company  with  the 
Forty-sixth  Indiana  on  the  other  sidei  The  ra- 
vine was  immediately  passed,  but  the  Forty-sixth 
had  been  delayed  a  little  in  crossing.  I  baited 
and  waited  a  moment  for  it 

We  were  formed  in  a  road,  in  fit>nt  of  which 
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was  the  Thirty-fourth  Indiana  lying  down ;  about 
one  hundred  yards  to  the  right  and  front  was  a 
lar^  house,  and  immediately  beyond  it  the  rebel 
battery.  Resolving  to  take  possession,  without 
further  delay,  of  a  part  of  the  rising  ground  on 
which  was  the  house  and  battery,  I  moved  by 
the  right  flank,  double-quick,  up  the  road,  then 
by  the  left'  flank,  over  the  fence,  and  with  a  run 
and  yell  the  position  and  battery  were  ours. 

This  battery  seems  to  be  a  much  disputed  point 
among  a  number  of  claimants  for  the  honor  of  its 
capture.  I  find  that  as  our  two  companies  on 
the  right  (E  and  G)  neared  the  guns,  the  rebels 
endeavored  to  turn  them  on  us,  but  a  volley  from 
the  companies  killed  a  number  of  the  cannoneers 
and  prevented  it  —  possession  was  immediately 
had,  and  the  guns  turned  on  the  enemy. 

As,  however,  by  this  time  the  Forty-sixth  In- 
diana was  in  the  field,  and  the  Thirty-fourth 
Indiana  also  moving  and  doing  good  service  so 
near  us,  it  is  almost  impossible  to  decide  which 
of  them  did  not  participate  in  the  capture  of  the 
battery.  The  Eleventh  in  the  mean  time  kept  up 
a  constant  and  rapid  fire  on  the  enemy,  which 
continued  till  he  had  retreated  from  all  positions 
in  range. 

After  a  halt  here  of  half  an  hour,  I  was  order- 
ed to  advance  with  the  Twenty-fourth  Indiana, 
and  with  two  companies  thrown  out  as  skirmish- 
ers. Ordering  company  E,  Captain  Ruckle,  and 
0,  Captain  Caven,  forward  on  that  duty,  we  ad- 
vanced about  half  a  mile,  when  rapid  firing  to 
the  left  told  us  the  battle  had  again  commenced, 
^e  remained  in  shelter  of  a  hUl  on  the  right  of 
Fenton's  Peoria  battery,  till  ordered  forward  to 
take  a  position  on  a  ridge  running  nearly  perpen- 
dicular to  our  present  one,  to  resist  an  attack 
being  made  by  the  enemy  in  force.  This  was 
about  half-past  eleven  o'clock  a.ic. 

Having  moved,  we  remained  in  defence  of  that 
ridge  till  about  five  o'clock  p.m.,  resisting  during 
that  time  several  attacks.  I  was  then  ordered  by 
General  McGinnis  to  move  forward  and  support 
an  attack  being  made  by  General  A.  J.  Smith's 
division.  I  at  once  moved  down  in  the  bottom 
some  two  hundred  yards  to  the  front  and  awaited 
a  chance  to  "  get  in,"  there  being  here  but  one 
road,  and  it  filled  with  troops  at  a  halt  Remain- 
ing here  about  half  an  hour,  the  regiments  to  the 
front  were  brought  back,  and  I  was  ordered  to 
niy  recent  position  on  the  ridge.  The  firing  in 
^nt  soon  ceased,  and  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

In  conclusion,  I  would  say  that  where  ey^ 
oum  did  his  duty  so  thoroughly,  and  fought  with 
80  much  energy,  it  is  difficult  to  single  out  any 
for  special  mention,  yet  the  gallant  conduct  of 
Captains  Ruckle  and  Caven  in  the  capture  of  the 
battery,  deserves  more  than  a  passing  notice. 

The  regiment  entered  the  fight  with  four  hun- 
dj*ed  and  ninety-one  enlisted  men,  and  twenty- 
eight  commissioned  officers.  It  lost  one  killed, 
one  missing,  and  twenty-thret  wounded. 

I  append  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing.    Very  respectfully,  Dan.  Macaulet, 

Colonel  EleTeath  Indiana. 
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HlADQUARTIRS  OKB  HcTNDRKD  AND  TWBVnCTH 

RioxiiBKT  Ohio  VoLUKTsn  Infantry, 

In  thb  Fiklo,  May  2,  1968.  , 

Brigadier- General  T.  T.  Garrard,  Commanding 

First  Brigade,  Ninth  Division  : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  herewith  transmit 
the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  One 
Hundred  and  Twentieth  Ohio  volunteer  infantry 
in  the  action  of  Thompson's  Hill  on  the  first  in- 
stant, and  with  it  a  list  of  casualties : 

About  five  o'clock  a.m.  we  were  ordered  to  ad- 
vance and  take  a  position  on  the  right  of  Lam- 
pher's  battery,  which  we  accordingly  did,  under 
severe  fire  of  the  enemy's  shell,  in  which  position 
we  remained  for  about  half  an  hour,  when  we 
advanced  to  the  ravine,  and  from  there  were 
ordered  to  advance  and  form  in  line  of  battle  in  a 
ravine  to  the  left  of  the  division. 

Soon  after,  in  coniunction  with  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Eighteenth  Illinois  volunteers,  we  ad- 
vanced briskly  to  a  position  behind  a  fence  front- 
ing the  enemy,  in  support  of  the  Forty-ninth 
Indiana,  which  was  deployed  as  skirmishers  on 
the  edge  of  the  woods.     Soon  after  Colonel  Kig- 
win,  of  the  Forty-ninth  Indiana,  informed  me  that 
he  was  ordered  to  the  right  on  a  line  with  his 
position,  and  at  the  same  time  I  received  orders 
to  cover  his  old  position  with  skirmishers.      I 
then  advanced  companies  A  and  C  as  skirmishers, 
and  D,  I,  and  B  as  supports.    At  half-past  seven 
A.X.  I  was  ordered  to  recall  all  but  one  of  the 
companies.    I  moved  as  ordered,  somewhat  to  the 
right,  in  advance  of  our  line,  to  relieve  the  Forty- 
second  Ohio.     The  enemy's  shell,  grape-shot  and 
bullets  flew  thick  and  fast  around  us,  but  the 
brave  and  gallant  boys  moved  briskly  on  until 
we  arrived  in  fi*ont  of  Uie  Forty-second  Ohio  close 
to  the  ravine,  moving  parallel  witii  the  enemy's 
strongest  position.     I  then  engaged  the  enemy 
for  about  twenty  minutes,  without  being  able  to 
do  him  much  harm,  being  continually  under  cover 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  ravine.     I  then  ad- 
vanced as  skirmishers  some  of  the  best  shots 
from  all  companies  down  into  the  ravine,  with 
orders  to  advance,  closely  supporting  them  with 
the  remainder,  keeping  up  a  constant  fire  toward  • 
the  top  of  the  opposite  bank.   When  nearly  down 
the  ravine  I  discovered  the  exact  position  of  the 
enemy's  advance  toward  my  left  on  the  opposite 
bank.     I  then  charged  upon,  them  with  the  regi-' 
ment  and  quickly  drove  them  firom  Uie  bank  to 
the  knoll,  where  they  rallied  and  made  a  stand, 
which  only  increased  the  determination  of  my 
brave  boys.   Rushing  up  the  bank  we  drove  them 
from  behind  the  knoll,  taking  eight  prisoners. 
When  I  had  obtained  possession  of  the  knoll  I 
did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  follow  any  further, 
being  at  least  three  hundred  yards  in  advance  of 
any  of  our  troops,  and  in  danger  of  meeting  the 
enemy's  entire  right  wing,  massed  behind  a  num- 
ber of  old  buildings  directly  in  front  of  me.   I  de- 
ployed my  regiment  on  the  knoll,  in  order  to 
push  the  retiring  force  and  hold  the  position 
against  a  more  formidable  attack.     As  soon  as 
the  retiring  enemy  had  regained  the  main  body, 
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the  attack  was  renewed  with  redoubled  fierceness, 
but,  meeting  with  such  continued  and  well-direct- 
ed volleys  from  us,  he  fell  back  under  cover  of 
the  houses  again. 

I  then  continued  to  fight  the  enemy,  who  was 
concealed  behind  logs,  fences,  and  houses,  and 
some  perched  upon  the  tree-tops,  until  my  ammu- 
nition was  beginning  to  run  out,  and  many  of  the 
guns  became  unfit  for  use,  when  I  was  relieved 
by  Colonel  Bennett,  of  the  Sixty-ninth  Indiana, 
and  ordered  to  retire/  I  then  fell  back  to  the 
second  ravine  in  the  rear  of  me,  replenishing  the 
empty  cartridge-boxes  with  ammimition  from  the 
boxes  of  their  comrades  who  were  killed  and 
wounded.  I  remained  in  that  position  until  late 
in  the  afternoon.  I  saw  the  charge  made  on  the 
left,  when  I  quickly  formed  my  regiment,  march- 
ing it  toward  the  charging  column,  in  order  to 
support  them,  if  necessary,  but  before  reaching 
them  the  enemy  fled  in  confusion.  A  glorious 
victory  was  won ;  the  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
tieth had  nothing  more  to  do  but  to  exult,  to 
cheer,  and  be  merry,  and  that,  I  assure  you,  was 
done. 

I  cannot  close  this  report.  General,  without 
saying  that  the  men  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twentieth  have  not  only  justified  their  former 
reputation,  but  even  have  excelled  it  They  have 
displayed  gallantry  and  bravery  on  that  day  which 
will  never  be  forgotten  by  their  country.  To  the 
line-ofiicers,  all  of  whom  stood  bravely  up  to  the 
work,,  I  am  much  indebted  for  their  aid  and  cour- 
age in  promptly  carrying  out  every  order  given. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Beckman  has  shown  himself 
worthy  of  the  position  he  holds ;  while  promptly 
assisting  in  manoeuvring  the  regiment,  his  en- 
couraging and  cheering  words  were  always  heard 
along  the  lines.  Major  Slocum,  while  with  me 
in  the  morning,  showed  that  coolness  and  cour- 
age for  which  he  is  well  known  in  the  army ; 
and  while  detailed  to  take  charge  of  the  skirmish- 
ers of  the  left  flank  of  the  division,  did  his  full 
duty,  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  the  General 
commanding  the  division.  Adjutant  Sherman, 
young  in  years,  has  truly  shown  himself  a  vete- 
ran on  the  field.  He  possesses  all  the  elements 
necessary  to  qualify  him  for  the  position  he  holds. 
Brave  and  cool,  he  became  courageous  and  dash- 
ing when  the  occasion  required  it 

Both  officers  and  men  have  my  sincere  thanks 
for  their  cheerful  cooperation  on  the  field  of 
Thompson*s  HilL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  General, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

M.  M.  Speigel, 

CoL  Oom^g  One  Hnndred  and  Twentieth  Regiment,  O.  Y.  L 

GONGRATULATORT  ORDER  FROM  GENERAL  GRANT. 

HxAOQUAirrsiis  Abut  or  thk  Tbmrbssib,  in  thk  Fibld,  ) 

Harkihsoh^s  Pkrit,  May  T.        ) 

Soldiers  of  the  Army  of  Tennessee : 

Once  more  I  thank  you  for  adding  another  vic- 
tory to  the  long  list  of  those  previously  won  by 
your  valor  and  endurance.  The  triumph  gained 
over  the  enemy  near  Port  Gibson,  on  the  first, 
was  one  of  the  most  important  of  the  war.  The 
capture  of  five  cannon  and  more  than  one  thou- 


sand prisoners,  the  possession  of  Grand  Golf^ 
and  a  firm  foothold  on  the  highlands  between  the 
Big  Black  and  Bayou  Pierre,  from  whence  we 
threaten  the  whole  line  of  the  enemy,  are  among 
the  fruits  of  this  brilliant  achievement 

The  march  from  Millikcn*B  Bend  to  the  point 
opposite  Grand  Gulf  was  made  in  stormy  weath- 
er, over  the  worst  of  roads.  '  Bridges  and  fer- 
ries had  to  be  constructed.  Moving  by  night  as 
well  as  by  day,  with  labor  incessant,  and  extrt- 
ordinary  privations,  endured  by  men  and  officers, 
such  as  have  been  rarely  paralleled  in  any  cam- 
paign, not  a  murmur  or  complaint  has  been  ut- 
tered. A  few  days'' continuance  of  the  same  zeal 
and  constancy  will  secure  to  this  army  crowning 
victories  over  the  rebellion. 

More  difficulties  and  privations  are  before  us ; 
let  us  endure  them  manfully.  Other  battles  are 
to  be  fought ;  let  us  fight  them  bravely.  A  grate- 
ful country  will  rejoice  at  our  success,  and  his- 
tory will  record  it  with  immortal  honor. 

U.  S.  Grant, 

M^or-Qeneral  CommMaHo^ 
JACKSON  "APPEAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Some  of  the  particulars  of  the  afiair  near  Port 
Gibson,  that  occurred  on  Friday  last,  have  reached 
us,  after  pertinacious  inquiries  made  in  every  di- 
rection to  ascertain  the  result,  and  we  regret  our 
report  cannot,  in  truth,  be  so  favorable  as  hare 
been  those  of  other  operations  in  this  department 

There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  Federal  forces 
landed  at  Bruinsburgh,  below  the  mouth  of  Bajoa 
Pierre,  were  much  lai^ger  than  had  been  reported: 
that  they  excelled  General  Bowen's  command  at 
least  five  to  one  is  not  doubted.  The  few  prison- 
ers taken  from  the  enemy— only  some  eight  or 
ten — estimate  the  force  engaged  at  twenty  thou- 
sand, and  claim  that  the  reserve  on  the  river-hank 
was  equally  as  great  To  oppose  these.  General 
Bowdn  had  in  the  fight  two  brigades.  With  ^vlA 
a  disparity  in  numbers,  of  course  a  confederate 
victory  was  next  to  an  impossibility. 

General  Bowen*s  object  in  leaving  his  position 
at  Grand  Gulf,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Big  Bhtck, 
and  crossing  Bayou  Pierre,  was,  we  presume,  to 
hold  the  enemy  in  check,  and  prevent  their  ad- 
vance into  the  country  and  upon  Port  Gibson, 
imtil  reinforcements,  tiien  known  to  be  on  the 
way,  could  arrive.  The  movements  of  the  Fede- 
rals, however,  were  rapidly  made,  and  in  great 
force.  The  forces  met  about  midni^t  on  Thurs- 
day, some  two  or  three  miles  from  Port  Gibson, 
and  the  fight  raged  almost  uninterruptedly  until 
toward  evening  on  Friday,  when  General  Bowen 
gave  the  order  to  fall  back  across  Bayou  Pierre, 
which  movement  was  effected,  and  the  bridges 
behind  the  retreating  forces  destroyed.  Of  course, 
this  step  involved  the  loss  of  Port  Gibson,  which 
was  occupied  by  the  Federals  the  same  night 
Such  of  our  sick  and  wounded  in  the  hospitals 
as  were  able  to  walk  had  timely  warning;  and 
crossed  the  bridges  before  they  were  fired  The 
remainder  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  who, 
we  are  informed,  found  extensive .  hospital  a^ 
rangements  ready  prepared. 
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On  Saturday  the  enemy  continued  to  advance 
in  such  numbers  that  it  was  deemed  best  to  re- 
tire across  the  Big  Black.  Saturday  night  the 
works  at  Grand  Gulf  were  abandoned,  after  dis- 
mounting and  destroying  the  guns,  and  on  Sun- 
day the  army  crossed  the  Big  Black,  at  Hankin- 
son's  Ferry,  where  it  was  met  by  reenforcements 
"strong  enough  to  make  further  retreat  unneces- 
Bary,  and  prevent  a  passage  being  effected  by  the 
enemy.  This,  we  believe,  is  the  present  position 
of  our  forces  on  the  Big  Black,  and,  as  any  fur- 
ther advance  of  the  enemy  against  Vicksburgh 
will  be  contested  by  greatly  increased  forces,  de- 
rived from  no  matter  where,  and  aided  by  all  the 
artificial  defences  that  science  can  add  to  a  natu- 
rally strong  position,  a  delay  of  active  hostilities 
must  ensue  that  will  enable  our  generals  to  make 
such  further  arrangements  as  may  be  required. 

We  have  made  every  effort  to  obtain  some  in- 
telligence of  the  loss  on  both  sides,  but  have  been 
unable  to  do  so.  Yesterday  morning  nothing 
more  was  known  at  Vicksburgh  than  here.  Both 
armies  suffered  severely.  The  general  estimates 
of  the  army  Sunday  noon  were  that  our  loss  was 
one  thousand  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners ; 
that  of  the  enemy  about  four  thousand.  Our 
killed  and  severely  wounded  were  left  upon  the 
field.  On  Saturday  the  enemy  refused  to  allow 
a  party  sent  out  under  a  flag  of  truce  to  bury  the 
dead  to  cross  their  lines  for  the  purpose,  saying 
that  their  own  details  were  attending  to  that  duty, 
and  that  the  wounded  were  cared  for.  They  se- 
cured some  hundreds  of  prisoners,  most  of  whom 
wA'e  sick  or  disabled. 

The  engagement  was  a  long  and  bloody  one, 
and  gallantly  did  our  boys  for  hours  repel  the 
hordes  concentrated  against  them.  Whatever  of 
advantage  the  enemy  gained  was  dearly  bought 
It  was  only  when  our  little  band  was  worn  out 
by  fatigue,  and  their  ammunition  exhausted,  that 
they  fell  back,  which  was  done  in  comparatively 
good  order,  and  the  army  saved  to  win  honors 
elsewhere,  which  they  are  now  prepared  to  do 
whenever  the  enemy  see  fit  to  advance  against 
the  stronghold  at  Vicksburgh. 

On  Sunday  morning,  a  bridge  having  been 
thrown  across  Bayou  Pierre,  a  Federal  cavalry 
force  crossed,  and  gave  some  little  annoyance  to 
the  rear  of  our  column  moving  across  Big  Black. 
Nothing  serious,  however,  occurred,  as  the  enemy 
generally  kept  at  a  respectful  distance. 

As  we  look  upon  it,  the  position  at  Grand  Gulf 
was  only  of  strategic  importance  so  long  as  the 
Big  Black  was  navigable.  The  defences,  such  as 
they  were,  were  only  constructed  after  the  enemy 
had  succeeded  in  getting  some  of  his  craft  be- 
tween Port  Hudson  and  Vicksburgh,  when  it  was 
apprehended  they  might  possibly  get  transports 
through  the  canal.  At  that  time  the  Black  was 
navigable  as  high  up  as  the  railroad  bridge,  and 
to  obstruct  the  passage  of  a  force  to  the  rear  of 
Vicksburgh  by  that  route  the  place  was  occupied. 
The  river  has  now  fallen,  and  a  division  of  our 
forces  for  holding  Grand  Gulf  is  no  longer  neces- 
sary. Its  abandonment  will  enable  our  generals 
to  concentrate  Uieir  strength,  whenever  neces- 


sary, to  repel  the  invaders.  Whether  the  latter 
will  advance  against  Vicksburgh,  or  attempt  to 
move  inland  to  some  point,  where  they  imagine 
communication  can  be  cut  off,  remains  to  be  seen. 
Military  opinions  differ  as  to  what  may  be  rea- 
sonably expected,  but  watchful  eyes  are  upon 
them.  Our  opinion  is,  a  great  battle  will  yet  be 
fought  in  open  field,  upon  which  the  fate  of  Vicks- 
burgh may,  to  some  extent,  depend.  When  it 
does  occur,  we  shall  entertain  no  fears  as  to  the 
result* 


Doc.  181. 
FIGHT  AT  MONTICELLO,  KENTUCKY. 

MoimcKLLO,  KcrnrcKr,  Friday  night,  May  1. 

A  PART  of  the  division  of  General  Carter  cross- 
ed the  Cumberland  on  Thursday.  The  day  be- 
fore, a  boat  had  been  brought  down  from  above, 
and,  early  in  the  day,  one  that  lay  in  a  leaky 
condition  on  the  opposite  bank,  was  repaired  and 
shoved  out  into  the  stream.  At  half-past  eight 
o'clock  the  infantry  began  to  cross  at  StigokVs 
Ferry.  First  came  the  One  Hundl-ed  and  Third 
Ohio,  next  the  Second  East-Tennessee,  followed 
by  the  Wilder  battery  and  the  Twenty-seventh' 
New-Jersey.  Captain  Alexander,  of  the  First 
Kentucky,  had  crossed  above,  the  night  before, 
with  three  hundred  men,  while  the  remainder  of 
the  First  Kentucky,  Second  and  Seventh  Ohio 
cavalry,  and  the  Forty-fifth  Ohio  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Twelfth  Illinois  regiments,  mounted, 
and  Law's  mountain  howitzer  battery,  were  to 
cross  at  Mill  Springs.  The  infantry  had  no  trou- 
ble in  crossing.  At  Mill  Springs  they  had  but 
one  small  boat  In  this  they  were  compelled 
to  carry  men,  saddles,  and  artillery,  while  the 
horses  were  to  swim.  Only  a  part  of  the  mount- 
ed force  reached  the  infantry  that  night  The 
cavalry,  under  Captain  Alexander,  encountered 
about  thirty  rebel  cavalry  under  Captain  Mullen, 
at  Weaver's  Store,  seven  miles  south  of  Stigold's 
Ferry,  and  drove  them  to  Captain  West's,  a  dis- 
tance of  four  miles.  Two  rebels  were  wounded. 
About  a  hundred  and  fifty  rebel  cavalry  now 
presented  themselves,  charging  upon  our  pickets, 
who  fell  back  upon  the  main  body.  Considera- 
ble firing  continued  for  an  hour,  when  the  rebels, 
discovering  that  it  would  be  scarcely  safe  to  press 
matters,  withdrew.  Lieutenant  Law,  of  the 
mountain  howitzer  battery,  no  sooner  heard  of 
skirmishing  in  front,  than  he  placed  one  of  his 
pieces  in  the  boat,  and  hurrying  across,  soon  had 
it  in  position. 

Thus  a  part  of  the  force  sent  out  to  relieve 
this  part  of  Kentucky,  was  finally  placed  on  this 
side  the  river,  that  seems  to  have  been  considered 
the  boundary-line  between  Secessia  and  the  real 
Government  Aft«r  the  commander  was  com- 
pelled to  battle  with  the  elements  he  could  not 
control,  a  passage  was  finally  effected,  and  the 
troops,  in  high  glee,  marched  out  at  three  o'clock, 
to  find  the  enemy.     Eleven  miles  were  made  in 

*  Furtiier  acoounti  of  thla  battle  trill  be  foond  In  the  Bnppl^ 
mcnt 
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four  hours.  A  somewhat  amusing  incident  oc- 
curred this  morning  this  side  the  ferry.  Captain 
Alexander,  with  a  squad  of  men,  having  crossed 
the  night  before,  came  suddenly  from  3ie  south 
upon  Mr.  Stigold,  a  man  of  rebel  proclivities,  who 
supposed  that  the  rebel  pickets  had  returned 
again  to  the  river,  and  gave  what  he  considered 
"  his  friends  "  a  very  warm  reception.  The  old 
man  was  somewhat  taken  aback  when  he  was 
walked  off  to  Somerset  under  a  guard.  About 
eleven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  Captain  Mullen,  of 
the  rebel  army,  who  afterward  attacked  our  ad- 
vance, came  to  Captain  West  to  engage  boarding 
for  thirty  rebel  pickets  for  a  few  days,  to  begin 
the  same  evening,  clearly  indicating  that  they 
were  not  looking  for  us  so  soon.  In  the  mean 
time  "  Uncle  Abe's  "  boys  dropped  in  and  had  the 
impudence  to  eat  the  supper  the  rebels  had  them- 
selves expected  to  partake  of.  The  infantry  did 
not  reach  Captain  West's  till  after  dark.  It  was 
necessary  to  reach  this  point  in  order  to  cover 
both  the  road  from  the  ferry  and  from  Mill 
Springs.  The  night  was  a  scene  of  bustle  and 
activity  incident  to  the  arriving  and  disposing  of 
troops. 

At  three  o'clock  this  morning  Colonel  Wolford 
was  to  have  moved  .with  the  entire  cavalry  force 
upon  Monticello.  At  that  hour  he  came  to  the 
General  to  tell  him  that  the  First  Kentucky  had 
been  struggling  all  night  to  get  over  the  river, 
and  had  lost  a  number  of  horses,  that  the  Second 
and  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry  were  yet  on  the  other 
side  at  Mill  Springs,  and  that  a  deep  fog  had  set- 
tled down  upon  the  ford.  Next,  word  came  that 
the  one  small  boat  that  had  been  used  had  sunk. 
Plan  after  plan  seemed  to  be  overthrown,  but  not 
on  account  of  the  brave  men,  for  they  labored 
with  a  constancy  that  challenged  the  admiration 
of  alL  The  danger  of  sending  out  a  general  with 
a  body  of  men  to  cross  an  unfordable  stream,  upon 
the  banks  of  which  the  rebel  pickets  watched  for 
thirty  miles,  without  providing  it  a  pontoon-bridge 
upon  which  to  effect  a  safe  and  speedy  passage, 
now  impressed  every  one  with  redoubled  force. 

General  Carter  received  these  unfavorable  re- 
ports without  a  word  of  complaint  against  any 
one.  Finally,  said  he :  "  Well,  no  doubt  it  is  all 
for  the  best"  Thus  the  Christian  soldier,  after 
having  done  all  that  he  can,  calmly  relies  upon 
Him  ^^  who  doeth  all  things  well." 

At  an  early  hour.  Colonel  Carter  was  sent  to 
Mill  Springs,  to  superintend  the  crossing  of  the 
remainder  of  the  cavalry,  and  rendered  valuable 
assistance  to  those  who  were  still  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  At  six  o'clock  a  detachment  of 
calvary,  under  command  of  Captain  Carter,  was 
ordered  to  advance  cautiously  in  the  direction  of 
Monticello.  This  consisted  of  part  of  the  First 
Kentucky,  and  Second  and  Seventh  Ohio  caval- 
ry. Our  advance  came  upon  the  rebels  at  Steu- 
benville,  five  miles  north  of  the  town.  From 
there  till  the  rebels  passed  through  Monticello 
and  over  the  creek,  there  was  constant  skirmish- 
ing. For  a  distance  of  two  miles  north  of  this 
place,  the  rebels  went  as  fast  as  their  horses 
could  take  them,  pursued  by  our  cavalry,  that 


dashed  through  the  farms  which  spread  from  hill 
to  hill.  Just  outside  the  town,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  rebels  drew  up  in  line,  and  chai^ged  upoo 
our  advance,  but  all  to  no  purpose,  for  Uiey  were 
driven  back,  and  passed  through  at  full  speed. 
Just'  at  this  time,  James  Smith,  a  bugler,  of 
company  G,  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  was  killed. 
As  the  enemy  rushed  through  town,  lieutenant 
Law  hurried  up  with  a  section  of  his  howitzer 
battery,  and  getting  the  pieces  in  position  in  a 
very  short  time,  soon  drove  them  from  the  posi- 
tion they  had  taken  on  the  hill  to  the  left  of  the 
Jamestown  road.  The  force  consisted  of  Che- 
nault's  regiment  They  had  passed  through  town 
going  north,  the  morning  before,  and  now  made 
their  way  back  on  double-quick,  leaving  coats, 
haversacks,  and  arms  on  the  way. 

The  Second  East-Tennessee,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Ohio,  and  Twenty-seventh  New-Jcrsej 
reached  town  about  eleven  o'clock,  having  made 
a  splendid  march,  and  in  high  spirits  for  a  fight 
The  Wilder  battery  immediately  followed  them, 
and  took  position  to  watch  the  approach  from 
the  main  road  to  Albany. 

On  our  way  we  came  to  a  family  standing  near 
their  dwelling.  The  man  was  dressed  in  a  suit 
of  butternut,  decorated  with  military  buttons. 
Answering  the  General's  questions  unsatisfactiri- 
ly,  he  was  ordered  under  arrest  Then  such  » 
wail  as  went  up  from  the  unhappy  wife  and 
daughters.  Following  him,  as  he  left  hi^  home, 
they  would  not  allow  their  grief  to  be  assuagwi 
by  the  assurances  that  he  would  not  be  hurt 

Such  is  war  I  Who  can  tell  of  the  broken  hc^s 
the  wails  of  sorrow,  the  tears,  the  widows'  and 
orphans'  cries,  that  have  to  be  answered  for  bj 
the  authors  of  this  unholy  rebellion! 

There  are  two  roads  leading  to  Albany,  in 
Clinton  County,  one  turning  to  the  right,  as  we 
leave  Monticello,  and  going  direct ;  the  other  lead- 
ing out,  in  the  direction  of  Jamestown,  four  an«i 
a  half  miles,  and  then  turning  sharply  to  the 
right,  by  which  the  former  would  be  reached 
about  eight  miles  from  this  place ;  the  latter,  three 
miles  from  Monticello,  v^nnds  around  through  a 
deep,  wild  gorge,  at  the  bottom  of  which  Beaver 
Creek  rushes  along  over  the  rough  rocks  that 
form  its  bed.  A  few  men  here  could  hold  an 
army  at  bay  as  long  as  they  desired.  The  enemv, 
whether  from  choice  or  necessity,  I  do  not  ki»o»', 
took  the  Jamestown  road — our  troops  skinnish- 
ing  with  them  as  they  retired.  Upon  arriving  at 
the  pass  to  which  I  have  alluded,  they  became 
more  obstinate,  but  finally  gave  back,  making  a 
poor  resistance,  compared  with  their  opportuni- 
ties. Upon  reaching  the  forks  of  the  road  at  the 
top  of  the  hill,  they  seemed  not  to  know  exactlj 
what  to  do.  If  they  turned  off  on  the  Albany 
road,  they  would  run  the  risk  of  being  caught  be- 
tween two  fires.  If  they  kept  on  to  Jamestown, 
they  would  deprive  themselves  of  the  reenfw«- 
ments  they  had  sent  for  to  Albany  the  night  b^ 
fore.  Instead  of  making  off  as  rapidly  as  ther 
might  have  done,  they,  from  the  conside^*tion:^ 
alluded  to,  fell  back  into  the  woods  that  Ue  off 
beyond  the  deared  land  that  is  between  the  tw9 
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roads.  We  supposed,  as  the  anny  halted  at  the 
top  of  the  hill  to  rest  the  men  and  horses,  that 
the  rehels  were  making  off  as  fast  as  their  stolen 
steeds  could  take  them.  Directly  the  words, 
*'They  are  coming  hack  !'*  passed  along  the  col- 
unm,  and  every  man  was  in  his  saddle  and  press- 
ing forward.  Sure  enough,  on  the  Albany  road 
here  they  came  in  force.  This  proved  to  be  re- 
CDforcements  sent  from  Albany.  Having  failed 
to  reach  Chenault  at  Monticello,  they  took  the 
other  road,  in  hopes  of  rendering  assistance  on 
the  Jamestown  road.  No  one  estimates  them  at 
less  than  one  thousand  five  hundred,  some  as 
high  as  two  thousand  five  hundred.  They  were 
mounted,  and  had  one  rifled  gun  and  one  or  two 
email  howitzers.  They  had  not  yet  reached  the 
Jamestown  road,  but  were  rapidly  approaching, 
with  an  audacity  that  looked  like  superior  num- 
hers.  General  Carter  riding  forward,  ordered 
Colonel  Wolford,  with  the  First  Kentucky  cav- 
alry, two  companies  of  the  Second  Ohio,  and  the 
same  number  of  the  Seventh  Ohio  cavalry,  to  en- 
gage them. 

Passing  through  the  woods,  they  came  at  once 
upon  the  advancing  columns  of  the  enemy.  A 
brisk  musketry  fire  was  opened  immediately  by 
both  parties.  Soon  a  section  of  Law^s  mountain 
howitzers,  which  had  been  sent  forward  under 
the  gallant  and  efficient  Lieutenant  Law,  made 
themselves  heard.  The  enemy  fell  back  across 
the  open  fields  and  again  formed,  our  troops 
pressing  them  as  much  as  their  inferior  numbers 
would  render  safe.  Colonel  Wolford  having  sent 
forward  for  support,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth 
Illinois,  Colonel  Henderson,  was  at  once  despatch- 
ed to  his  assistance.  The  enemy  were  pressed 
back  still  further,  and  now  retired  a  mile  and  a 
half.  Thus  matters  stood  on  the  right  at  four 
o'clock.  A  half-hour  earlier,  the  enemy  in  con- 
siderable numbers  had  threatened  our  centre  and 
left,  evidently  with  the  intention  of  rushing  in 
and  cutting  off  our  communication  with  the  re- 
serve ;  but  General  Carter  had  already  anticipat- 
ed their  intention,  and  had  a  section  of  Law's 
moontain  howitzer  battery  placed  in  position  on 
our  centre.  They  now  drew  up  in  line  of  battle, 
when  the  Second  Ohio  cavalry.  Colonel  Kautz, 
was  ordered  to  attack  them.  Major  Gratz,  Gen. 
Carter's  Adjutant-General,  begged  permission  to 
Accompany  them,  when  he,  with  Captain  Pike, 
of  company  D,  Second  Ohio  cavalry,  followed  by 
his  splendid  command,  (the  escort  of  the  General,) 
and  the  remainder  of  the  regiment,  dashed  off  in 
splendid  style.  But  the  rebels  would  not  stand. 
Our  Colt's  revolving  rifles  sent  their  little  mes- 
sengers whizzing  about  their  ears,  and  away  they 
went  The  chase  was  kept  up  for  five  miles,  the 
enemy  carrvinff  off  their  dead  and  wounded. 
The  rebels,  m  this  pursuit,  disrobed  themselves 
of  their  lousy  overcoats,  haversacks,  canteens, 
etc,  leaving  their  track  marked  by  a  shower  of 
greasy  butternut  garments.  The  Second  East- 
Tennessee,  Colonel  Carter,  arriving,  with  a  sec- 
tion of  the  Wilder  battery,  under  Lieut  Ricketts, 
the  Forty-fifth  Ohio,  Colonel  Runkle,  with  one 
of  the  guns,  was  ordered  to  the  support  of  CoL 
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Wolford,  who,  with  his  short-range  guns,  had 
been  unable  to  dislodge  the  enemy.  They  were 
hurried  forward  and  the  rifled  gun  placed  in  po- 
sition. A  few  rounds  firom  this  caused  the  rebels 
to  fall  entirely  away. 

Evening  was  now  drawing  its  shades  over  the 
scene  of  strife,  and  our  forces  having  driven  the 
enemy  two  miles,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  recall 
them  and  concentrate  for  the  night,  for  they  were 
already  much  separated  and  not  in  a  condition  to 
rest  securely  while  threatened  by  an  enemy  of 
unknown  strength.  Our  forces  accordingly  fell 
back  to  Monticello,  where  our  reserve,  under  Col. 
Casement,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Third  Ohio, 
had  been  left  to  guard  the  other  approach  from 
Albany.  It  was  nine  o'clock  when  our  men  got 
into  camp,  where,  after  a  day  of  rare  excitement, 
of  arduous  duties,  of  noble  stands,  of  gallant 
charges,  they  could  prepare  a  hasty  supper  and 
throw  themselves  down  upon  the  ground,  under 
a  moonlit  sky,  to  rest  their  tired  limbs  and  dream 
of  an  enemy  baffled,  driven,  defeated,  of  a  coun- 
try disenthralled,  and  of  the  loved  ones  away, 
who,  probably,  little  knew  of  the  dangers  to 
which  their  friends  that  day  had  been  exposed. 

I  have  heard  of  but  one  man  killed.  None 
were  wounded  seriously  enotigh  to  mei^ion.  The 
enemy  left  nine  dead  upon  the  field ;  no  doubt 
they  carried  as  many  off  as  they  could  get  away, 
for  they  were  seen  to  gather  up  bodies  and  throw 
them  across  horses  in  front  of  their  men,  to  be 
borne  away.  How  many  were  wounded  we  have 
no  means  of  knowing,  as  they  were  nearly  all  re- 
moved. 

We  captured  one  Major,  Lieutenant  Terrell^  of 
Chenault's  cavalry,  and  made  about  twenty  other 
prisoners,  that  we  know  of.  This,  no  doubt,  will 
be  increased,  as  they  are  coming  in  every  hour. 
It  was  rather  a  singular  spectacle  to  see  an  East- 
Tennessee  prisoner  having  numerous  friends  come 
up  to  give  him  a  hearty  shake  of  the  hand.  Poor 
fellow  I  he  no  doubt  was  an  unwilling  subject  of 
Jeff  Davis,  for  he  was  a  conscript,  and  had  been 
in  the  service  but  two  monthsw  Beside  the  pris- 
oners, several  horses,  muskets^  and  carbines  were 
taken. 

I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  much  destitution 
among  Southern  troops ;  for,  having  the  curiosity 
to  look  into  the  haversack  of  a  dead  rebel,  I 
found  a  piece  of  hard,  musty  bread,  that  looked 
as  if  it  had  been  baked  for  months,  and  handled 
with  dirty  hands  as  long.  I  am  sure  a  hog 
would  have  to  be  hungry  to  eat  it 

I  cannot  speak  too  well  of  the  behavior  of  our 
troops.  During  their  tiresome  march,  and  their 
almost  superhuman  efforts  at  the  river,  they  bore 
all  with  patience ;  and  when  a  day  of  continued 
fighting  came,  those  who  were  engaged  threw 
themselves  against  the  enemy  wiUi  a  force  that 
was  resistless,  while  those  left  in  reserve  firetted 
for  a  chance  to  be  led  against  the  foe.  General 
Carter  managed  his  forces  skilfully,  penetrated 
the  enemy's  designs,  and  made  his  dispositions 
in  such  a  way  as  to  defeat  the  enemy  at  every 
point  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  variously  esti- 
mated.   None  place  it  less  than  two  thousand. 
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while  many  believe  it  to  have  been  oonsiderably 
more.  The  enemy  pursued  by  the  Second  Ohio 
cavalry  was  composed  of  Chenault's,  Cluke's, 
and  Scott^s  cavalry.  Some  say,  too,  that  Phipps's 
battalion  was  also  there.  All  commanded  by 
Colonel  Chenault 

The  force  upon  the  right  was  evidently  the 
command  of  Pegram,  numbering  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  men.  Sidney. 

—CinekuuUi  Oomm§rcial. 

REBEL  AGGOUNT  OF  THE  BATTLE. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  first  instant^  Col- 
onel Morrison,  then  commanding  our  brigade  at 
Albany,  Kentucky,  received  despatches  finom 
Colonel  Chenault,  at  Monticelio,  to  the  effect  that 
he  was  holding  the  enemy  in  check,  that  their 
force  consisted  of  only  three  regiments  of  infiui- 
try  and  one  of  cavalry,  including  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  if  he.  Colonel  Morrison,  would  come 
to  their  assistance,  they  could  capture  the  entire 
command,  or  run  them  into  the  river.  Colonel 
Morrison  immediately  ordered  the  brigade  in  the 
direction  of  Monticelio  in  quick-time.  Though 
Chenault  had  long  since  retreated  from  every  po- 
sition he  held,  from  Monticelio  back  to  where  the 
Albany  road  leaves* the  Jamestown  road,  had 
fallen  back  nine  miles,  thus  cutting  off  all  com- 
munication with  Colonel  Morrison  and  the  force 
on  the  Jamestown  road.  Captain  Day^s  batta- 
lion was  the  advance.  He,  true  to  the  instincts 
of  a  cautious  commander,  ordered  two  advance- 
guards.  Lieutenant  Qibson,  commanding  the 
first,  was  cut  off  and  made  his  way  to  Chenault 
The  second  was  fired  into,  when  th^  battalion 
was  about-fiiced,  and,  whilst  forming  in  a  field 
adjacent  that  one  in  which  they  were  marching, 
the  Yankees  made  an  attempt  to  charge  their 
line,  which  was  responded  to  by  a  volley  of 
Minie-balls,  when  the  order  was  given  by  the 
valiant  and  chivalrous  Day  to  charge  their  ad- 
vancing column,  which  they  did  in  magnificent 
style.  If  ever  blue-bellies  took  to  their  heels, 
they  did.  They  never  stopped  until  they  got  to 
a  woodland  one  mile  distant 

Colonel  Morrison  ordered  back  to  the  left 
Day^s  battalion  and  moved  forward  the  artillery, 
HinceFs  battery.  The  lines  of  the  enemy  were 
then  within  four  hundred  yards  of  our  lines. 
Lieutenant  Ramsey  opened  on  them  with  deadly 
effect — every  shot  penetrated  their  lines.  They 
soon  left  the  field,  followed  by  bombs  of  cool  and 
intrepid  Ramsey. 

The  artillery  in  connection  with  Day^s  battalion 
forced  the  enemy  back  on  their  right  and  from 
our  left,  when  they  attempted  to  turn  our  right 
flank.  Major  Cobo  had  been  sent  to  protect  our 
right,  but  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  hiUs 
commanding  the  road,  and  was  forced  to  take 
position  some  distance  firom  the  road.  The  ene- 
my coming  up  on  our  centre,  Major  Cobb  was 
oMered  to  hold  his  position,  as  that  was  consid- 
ered the  only  safe  way  to  take  out  our  artillery. 
But  before  tne  despatch  was  received  by  the  Ma- 
jor, he  was  forced  from  his  position  with  the 
enemy  following  him.   Colonel  Monison  was  then 


completely  flanked,  though  he  was  prepared  to 
drive  back  the  enemy  on  the  centre,  should  they 
continue  to  advance.  The  battery  occupied  an 
eminence  commanding  the  road  for  some  distance. 
The  First  Georgia,  Major  Davis,  was  in  front; 
Colonel  Carter  was  ordered  up,  but  did  not  have 
time  to  take  his  position;  Day's  battalion  was  on 
the  extreme  left  Colonel  Morrison,  under  the 
circumstances,  was  ordered  to  fall  back  in  the 
direction  of  Travisville,  as  the  enemy  were  ct^^ 
ing  the  river  at  Greary  Creek,  only  a  few  miles 
below,  with  two  regiments  of  in&ntry,  two  of 
cavalry,  and  a  heavy  battery  of  artillery. 

During  the  evening,  Chenault  sent  a  despatch 
to  Colonel  Morrison,  requesting  re6nforceinent> 
as  the  enemy  were  pressing  him.  Colonel  Carter 
was  detached  and  ordered  to  his  relief.  He  came 
to  Travisville,  and  lo !  Chenault  had  sent  Major 
Coff's  command  and  the  First  Louisiana  to  that 
point,  whilst  he  and  Cluke  struck  a  ^*  bee  line" 
in  the  direction  of  Middle  Tennessee — without 
notifying  Colonel  Morrison  or  the  reenforcementa 
of  his  having  left  the  position  he  had  been  hold- 
ing that  evening. 

Our  brigade  came  through  from  the  Albany 
road  to  Travisville  unmolested  but  not  whipped, 
for  we  had  maintained  our  position  and  htoA 
the  enemy  from  theirs.  Stragglers  who  were 
prejudiced  against  Colonel  Morrison,  and  were  too 
cowardly  to  remain  in  the  field,  skulked  off  to 
£ast-Teni^essee  to  tell  the  tales  of  disaster  and 
scandal 

Our  loss  was  two  killed,  nine  wounded,  and 
three  prisoners.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  mii>t 
have  been  from,  fifteen  to  twenty  killed,  aside 
from  many  wounded.  Though  the  enemy  shelled 
the  brigade  with  four  pieces  of  artillery  for  near 
an  hour,  they  never  forced  back  the  brigade. 
Th^ir  entire  force  must  have  consisted  of  six  C4- 
seven  thousand,  mostly  mounted  infantry,  as 
there  was  a  heavy  force  on  both  roads. 

At  Hernden^s  we  met  the  long  looked  for  Pe- 
gram,  who  would  have  been  greeted  with  nunr 
cheers  but  for  the  timidity  of  the  men.  All 
hearts  seemed  buoyed  up  by  his  arrival 

He  carries  with  him  confidence  wherever  be 
goes.  His  appearance  inspires  his  command  with 
a  feeling  of  confidence  and  success.  He  donH 
aspire  for  a  commander  of  superior  skill  and  abil- 
ity. He  has  just  returned  from  an  arduous  trip 
to  Richmond,  where  he  has  been  procuring  anus 
and  ammunition  for  his  brigade.  He  will  soon 
have  his  conmiand  the  best  armed  of  any  in  the 
confederate  army. 


Doc  183. 
REBEL  RETALIATORY  ACT. 

• 

Be$ohed^  hp  the  Oongrem  of  tks  C&n/eierait 
States  of  America^  in  response  to  tiie  meesj^of 
the  President,  transmitted  to  Congress  at  ifac 
commencement  of  the  present  session,  that  in 
the  opinion  of  Congress  the  ooDumsskmed  officers 
of  the  enemy  ought  not  to  be  delivefed  to  tb« 
authorities  of  the  respective  States,  as  soaestcd 
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in  the  said  message ;  but  all  captives  taken  by 
the  confederate  forces  ought  to  be  dealt  with  and 
disposed  of  by  Uie  confeaerate  government 

Sec.  2.  That,  in  the  judgnaent  of  Congress,  the 
Proclamations  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  dat^  respectively  September  twenty- 
second,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two,  and 
January  first,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-three, 
and  the  other  measures  of  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  and  of  its  authorities,  com- 
manders and  forces,  designed  or  tending  to  eman- 
cipate slaves  in  the  confederate  States,  or  to  ab- 
duct such  slaves,  or  to  incite  them  to  insurrec- 
tion, or  to  employ  negroes  in  war  against  the 
confederate  States,  or  to  overthrow  the  institu- 
tion of  African  slavery  and  bring  on  a  servile 
war  in  these  States,  would,  if  successful,  produce 
atrocious  consequences,  and  they  are  inconsistent 
with  the  spirit  of  those  usages  which  in  modem 
warfare  prevail  among  civilized  nations;  they 
may,  therefore,  be  properly  and  lawfully  repress- 
ed by  retaliation. 

Sec.  3.  That  in  every  case  wherein,  during  the 
present  war,  any  violation  of  the  laws  or  usages 
of  war  among  civilized  nations  shall  be,  or  has 
been,  done  and  perpetrated  by  those  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  persons  or  property  of  citizens  of 
the  confederate  States,  or  of  those  under  the  pro- 
tection or  in  the  land  or  naval  service  of  the  con- 
federate States,  or  of  any  State  of  the  Confederacy, 
the  President  of  the  confederate  States  is  hereby 
authorized  to  cause  full  and  complete  retaliation 
to  be  made  for  every  such  violation,  in  such  man- 
ner and  to  such  extent  as  he  may  think  proper. 

Sec.  4.  That  every  white  person,  being  a  com- 
missioned officer,  or  acting  as  such,  who,  during 
the  present  war,  shall  command  negroes  or  mu- 
lattocs  in  arms  against  the  confederate  States,  or 
who  shall  arm,  train,  organize,  or  prepare  negroes 
or  mulattoes  for  military  service  against  the  con- 
federate States,  or  who  shall  voluntarily  aid  ne- 
groes or  mulattoes  in  any  military  enterprise,  at- 
tack, or  conflict  in  such  service,  shall  l|e  deemed 
as  inciting  servile  insurrection,  and  shall,  if  cap- 
tured, be  put  to  death,  or  be  otherwise  punished 
at  the  discretion  of  the  court 

Sec.  5.  Every  person,  being  a  commissioned 
officer,  or  acting  as  such  in  the  service  of  the 
enemy,  who  shall,  during  the  present  war,  excite, 
attempt  to  excite  or  cause  to  be  excited  servile 
insurrection,  or  who  shall  incite  or  cause  to  be 
incited  a  slave  to  rebel,  shall,  if  captured,  be  put 
to  death,  or  be  otherwise  punished  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court 

Sec  6.  Every  person  charged  with  an  offence 
punishable  under  the  preceding  resolutions  shall, 
during  the  present  war,  be  tried  before  the  mili- 
tary court  attached  to  the  army  or  corps  by  the 
troops  of  which  he  shall  have  been  captured,  or 
by  such  other  military  couH  as  the  President 
may  direct,  and  in  such  manner  and  under  such 
r^ulations  as  the  President  shall  prescribe,  and, 
after  conviction,  the  President  may  commute  the 
punishment  in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms 
as  he  may  deem  proper. 


Sec.  7.  All  negroes  and  mulattoes  who  shall 
be  engaged  in  war  or  taken  in  arms  against  the 
confederate  States,  or  shall  give  aid  or  comfort 
to  the  enemies  of  the  confederate  States,  shall, 
when  captured  in  the  confederate  States,  be  de- 
livered to  the  authorities  of  the  State  or  States  in 
which  they  shall  be  captured,  to  be  dealt  with  ac- 
cording to  the  present  or  future  laws  of  such  State 
or  States. 

Approved  May  1,  1868. 


Doc.  188. 
BATTLE  OF  CHANCELLORSVILLE. 

REPORT  OP  BRIG.-OEN.    8TEINWEHR.* 

HSADQUARTRRB  SECOND  DlVlSIOV,  ElBVKXTH  CoRRS,  ) 

StktkS8'8  Farv,  Va.,  May  8, 1868.  f 

To  Lieutenant' Colonel  Meurenhurg,  Assistant 
Adjutant- General^  Eleventh  Corps: 
CoLOXEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  division  in 
the  action  on  the  evening  of  the  second  of  May  : 
On  the  thirtieth  ultimo  we  arrived  near  Dow- 
deirs  tavern,  about  two  miles  west  of  .Chancel- 
lorsville.  This  tavern  is  situated  on  the  plank- 
road,  which  runs  in  an  easterly  direction  toward 
Chancellorsville  and  Fredericksburgh.  It  is  sur- 
rounded by  undulating  fields,  which  are  seamed 
on  three  sides  by  heavy  timber,  but  slope  doAvn 
at  the  west  side  toward  open  ground  traversed 
by  a  small  brook.  Upon  these  fields  you  ordered 
me  to  take  position. 

I  directed  the  First  brigade,  Col.  Buschbeck,  to 
occupy  the  fields  south  of  the  road,  and  \he  Sec- 
ond brigade.  Gen.  Francis  Barlow,  those  north  of 
it.  My  division  was  to  be  considered  as  a  re- 
serve for  the  Fir^t  and  Third  divisions,  which 
were  placed  in  position  west  of  us.  At  about 
four  o'clock  P.M.,  on  the  second  instant,  you  or- 
dered me  to  send  the  Second  brigade,  General  F, 
Barlow  commanding,  to  support  the  right  wing 
of  General  Sickles's  corps,  then  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  The  brigade  immediately  started,  and, 
accompanied  by  yourself  and  myself,  reached  the 
right  wing  of  General  Bimey's  division  (of  General 
Sickles's  corps)  in  about  an  hour's  time.  We 
found  General  Bimey's  sharp-shooters  skirmish- 
ing with  the  enemy ;  and  as  no  engagement  was 
imminent,  I  returned  to  the  First  brigade,  near 
Dowdell's. 

Soon  I  heard  heavy  firing  in  that  direction, 
which  showed  that  a  strong  attack  was  made 
upon  our  corps.  When  I  arrived  upon  the  field 
I  found  Colonel  Buschbeck,  with  three  regiments 
of  his  brigade,  (the  Twenty-seventh  Pennsylva- 
nia, Seventy-third  Pennsylvania,  and  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-fourth 'New-York  volunteers,)  still 
occupying  the  same  ground,  near  the  tavern,  and 
defending  this  position  with  great  firmness  and 
gallantry  ;  the  fourth  regiment  (the  Twenty-ninth 
regiment  New- York  volunteers)  he  had  sent  to 
the  north  side  of  the  road,  to  fill  the  place  lately 
occupied  by  the  Second  brigade,  before  its  de- 
tachment The  attack  of  the  enemy  was  very 
powerful     They  emerged  in  dose  columns  from 
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the  woods,  and  had  thrown  the  First  and  Second 
diyisions,  who  retired  toward  Ohancellorsville,  in 
great  confusion.  Col.  A.  Buschheck  succeeded 
to  check  the  progress  of  the  enemy,  and  I  direct- 
ed him  to  hold  his  position  as  long  as  possible. 
The  men  fought  wiu  great  determination  and 
courage. 

Soon,  howerer,  the  enemy  gained  both  wings 
of  the  brigade,  and  the  enfilading  fire  which  was 
now  opened  upon  this  small  force,  and  which 
killed  and  wounded  nearly  one  third  of  its  whole 
strength,  soon  forced  them  to  retire.  Colonel  A. 
Buschheck  then  withdrew  his  small  brigade  in 
perfect  order  toward  the  woods,  the  enemy  close- 
ly pressing  on.  Twice  he  halted,  fired  a  round, 
and  at  l«st  reached  the  rear  of  General  Sickles's 
corps,  which  had  been  drawn  up  in  position  near 
Chancellorsyille.  Here  he  formed  his  regiment 
in  close  column,  and  you  will  recollect,  offered  to 
advance  again  to  a  bayonet-charge.  The  Second 
brigade,  Gen.  F.  Barlow  commanding,  had,  during 
this  time,  advanced  in  a  southerly  direction.  Gen. 
F.  Barlow  soon  also  heard  the  heavy  firing.  He 
received  from  Gen.  Birney  a  communication  advis- 
ing him  to  close  up  to  the  Third  corps,  which  he 
joined  about  nine  o'clock  p.m.  near  Chancellors- 
yille. On  the  morning  of  May  third  General  F. 
Barlow  reviewed  the  corps. 

Both  brigades  were  placed,  on  the  third  of  May, 
behind  the  rifle-pits  toward  the  left  of  the  army, 
which  position  they  occupied  until  the  army  was 
withdrawn,  on  May  sixth.  From  this  short  rela- 
tion, you  will  see  that  my  Second  brigade  was 
not  engaged,  owing  to  its  being  detached,  and 
that  the  First  brigade  displayed  the  greatest 
bravery  under  very  trying  circumstances.  It 
numbered  about  one  thousand  five  hundred  mus- 
kets, and  held  a  position  which  was  originally 
designed  tO  be  held  by  my  whole  division.  It 
stood  undismayed  by  the  furious  attack  of  an 
enemy  flushed  with  victory  over  the  two  other 
divisions,  and  was  ready  again  to  advance  as  soon 
as  it  was  re-formed.  Our  loss  is  heavy.  The 
First  brigade  lost  in  killed  and  wounded  four 
hundred* and  ninety-four  men  and  two  officers; 
among  the  latter,  three  regimental  commanders. 
Col.  Jones,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  regi- 
ment New- York  volunteers ;  Lieut -Col.  Hart- 
mann.  Twenty-ninth  regiment  New-York  volun- 
teers ;  and  Lieut -Col.  Moore,  of  Third  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers. 

Col.  Buschheck  lost  two  aids,  Capt  Bode,  seri- 
ously wounded,  and  Lieut.  Grimm,  both  proba- 
bly in  the  handjs  of  the  enemy.  I  must  speak  in 
high  terms  of  Col.  Adolph  Buschheck  for  his  gal- 
lantry and  determination,  and  for  the  complete 
control  he  retained  over  his  command  during  the 
whole  time  of  the  engagement ;  also,  of  his  Act- 
ing Assistant  Adjutant-General,  Capt  Alexander, 
who  was  constantly  in  the  lines,  and  cheered  the 
men  by  his  courageous  bearing.  The  conduct  of 
the  officers  of  my  own  staff  also  merits  praise. 
They  were  much  exposed.  Major  McAloon,  As- 
sistant Inspector  -  General,  particularly  distin- 
guished himsel£    I  annex  a  sketch  of  the  ground. 


showing  the  first  position  of  this  division.   I  have 
the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  Von  Steinwehb, 

BrigBdierC^eneral  Goinmanding  Second  DtrUoa 
GENERAL  CARROLL'S  REPORT. 


HSASQUABTBS  FbOT  BrIOADB,  TBDD  DirNOB,  ) 

Ajurr  Camn^  M»y  10, 1868.    f 
Major  John  M.  Norcell^  Asnstant  Adjutant-Gek- 

eral  Third  Division^  Second  Army  Corpt : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  followii^ 
report  of  the  part  taken  by  my  brigade  in  the 
late  expedition  across  the  Bappahannock,  and  in 
the  action  at  Chancellorsville. 

I  moved  from  my  present  camp  at  six  a.u.  of 
the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  arrived  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  United  States  Ford  about  eleven  a.x»,  picketed 
the  river  from  about  a  mile  below  the  Ford,  up  to 
and  including  Richardson^s  Ferry.  On  the  thirtieth 
ultimo,  athidf-past  three  p.m.,  the  pontoon-bridges 
having  been  laid,  this  brigade  was  the  first  to 
cross,  forming  a  line  of  battle  on  the  hills  oppo- 
site and  skirmishing  through  the  woods,  finding 
no  enemy.  A  short  time  before  dusk  were  put 
en  route  and  marched  to  the  White  House,  near 
Chancellorsville,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the 
night 

On  May  first,  at  one  o^clock  p.x.,  was  ordered 
to  move  the  brigade  on  the  road  to  Chancellors' 
ville.  The  column  had  not  cleared  camp  before 
the  action  was  commenced  by  the  forces  in  our 
front  We  remained  in  this  position  for  an  hour, 
and  then  was  ordered  to  mass  my  brigade  in  the 
woods  on  the  right  of  the  road,  which  was  done. 
After  retaining  this  position  for  some  two  hours, 
was  ordered  to  occupy  the  same  ground  I  did  the 
night  before.  About  dusk  was  ordered  to  form 
in  line  of  battle  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  to  the 
right  of  the  road,  which  position  we  occupied  dur- 
ing the  night 

Between  seven  and  eight  oVlock  a.  v.,  on  the 
second,  was  ordered  by  the  Major>General  com- 
manding division  to  occupy  the  edge  of  the  wood 
on  the  left  of  the  wood,  the  line  of  battle  being 
nearly  peipendicular  to  the  line  occupied  the  night 
before,  joining  with  Major-Gen.  HanOock^s  dirisicn 
my  right,  and  Major-Gen  Sykoses  division  on  my 
left,  and  to  throw  out  skirmishers  on  the  same 
line  with  theirs.  Between  ten  and  eleven  a.]l  was 
ordered  by  th&  Mijor-General  commanding  the 
corps  to  dig  rifle-pits  and  fell  an  abattis  in  ray 
front,  which  were  completed  by  sunset  1  re- 
tained my  poshion  during  the  night 

At  seven  a.m.,  on  the  third,  recmved  orders  from 
the  Major-General  commanding  division  to  take 
four  r^ments  and  form  line  of  battle  facing  the 
woods,  parallel  to  the  plankH*oad,  which  I  did, 
taking  the  Eighth  Ohio,  Fourteenth  Indiana, 
Fourth  Ohio,  and  Seventh  Virginia,  leaving  the 
Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  New<Jerser  to 
occupy  the  rifle-pits  we  had  dug ;  then  received 
orders  from  the  same  source  to  have  the  right 
wing  of  the  right  r^ment  from  behind  the  housies 
and  out-buildings  occupied  by  the  division  com- 
mander as  his  headquarters.      In  about  half  an 
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hoar  received  orders  from  the  division  command- 
er to  move  forward  through  the  woods  and  at- 
tack the  enemy,  that  had  just  driven  the  force  in 
front  of  us  from  those  woods.  I  did  so,  leaving, 
hy  some  misapprehension  of  the  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel commanding,  ibr  which  no  blame  can  be  at- 
tached to  him,  the  Eighth  Ohio,  which  remained 
supporting  the  battery  on  our  right  We  engaged 
the  enemy,  consisting  of  about  eight  battalions, 
some  thirty  yards  in  tiie  woods,  received  one  vol- 
ley from  them,  fired  at  random,  and  drove  them 
at  a  quick  pace  through  the  woods  over  the  plank- 
road  and  out  of  their  rifle-pits.  Some  thirty  yards 
beyond  their  pits  they  had  a  column  of  at  least  a 
division  massed,  who  also  started  in  retreat  when 
the  first  line  reached  them,  but,  perceiving  our 
small  number,  they  turned  and  drove  us  back,  at 
the  same  time  opening  a  battery  on  the  plaiik-road, 
enflading  us  with  grape  and  canister. 

In  their  rifle-pits  we  captured  two  stand  of  col- 
ors, had  possession  of  a  Urge  quantity  of  small 
arms  and  ammunition,  lying  in  boxes  in  front  of 
their  works,  and  captured  one  major,  five  cap- 
tarns,  seven  lieutenants,  and  two  hundred  and 
seventy  enlisted  men,  and  released  a  regiment  of 
Zouaves  belonging  to  the  Third  corps,*  that  were 
held  as  prisoners  behind  those  pits. 

In  my  opinion,  had  we  been  supported  by  a 
division,  we  could  have  retiuned  possession  of  the 
plank-road.  In  retiring  through  the  woods  they 
followed  us  slowly  and  at  long-range,  doing  but 
little  damage  with  small  arms,  but  playing  upon 
us  heavily  with  shell  We  met  CaldwelFs  bri- 
gade going  to  the  front  as  we  were  emerging  from 
the  wood  retiring. 

The  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  New- 
Jersey  afterwurd  moved  in  on  our  right,  separated 
from  us  by  the  First  Delaware,  One  Hundred  and 
Thirty-second  Pennsylvania,  of  another  brigade, 
and  consequently  not  knowing  of  their  movement, 
or  being  able  to  see  them,  on  account  of  the  thick 
underbrush,  I  could  not  supervise  them.  They 
joined  me  after  I  came  out  of  the  woods  retiring. 
It  was  about  three  hours  and  a  half  from  the 
time  I  formed  in  line  to  move  forward  until  I  re- 
turned. My  men  behaved  in  the  most  gallant 
style,  and  I  had  much  more  trouble  to  make  them 
retire  when  it  was  found  useless  to  advance  than 
to  move  forward.  The  pioneer  corps,  under  the 
command  of  Capt.  N.  Willard,  was  formed  across 
the  road  to  stop  flying  stragglers.  They  took 
possession  of  our  prisoners  as  they  were^  brought 
out  of  the  woods  and  turned  them  over  to  an  aid 
of  Gen.  Patrick,  and  reioined  meat  the  same  time 
with  the  Twenty-fourth  and  Twenty-eighth  New- 
Jersey. 

We  then  reoccupied  our  rifle-pits  for  about  an 
hour,  when  I  was  ordered  to  move  to  the  left  and 
occupy  the  position  at  right  angles  to  our  rifle- 
pits,  which  General  Sykes^s  division  had  formerly 
occupied.  In  moving  to  this  position  we  were 
heavily  shelled  by  the  enemy  and  met  with  some 
loss.  The  rest  of  the  day  was  occupied  by  us  in 
constructing  rifle-pits  along  his  line.    Skirmishers 

*  General  Sckles*!  oorpc^BOi. 


were  placed  about  six  hundred  yards  in -front  of 
my  works,  connecting  with  Gen.  Hancock  on  the 
right  and  the  Eleventh  corps  on  my  left 

At  five  P.M.,  on  the  fourth,  the  enemy  shelled 
our  rifle-pits  for  about  half  an  hour,  doing  no 
damage.  About  twelve  o'clock  midnight  there 
was  an  alarm  caused  by  a  portion  of  the  Eleventh 
corps  firing  at  an  unseen  and  unheard  of  enemy. 
Between  nine  and  ten  o'clock  a.m.,  the  fifth,  a 
reconnoissance  of  the  enemy  in  our  front  drove  our 
pickets  some  three  hundred  yards,  but  sending 
out  a  reenforcement  forced  them  to  retire.  At 
eight  P.M.  received  orders  to  bo  ready  to  move 
back  toward  United  States  Ford.  At  three  o'clock 
A.M.  of  the  sixth,  was  put  en  route  for  the  rear, 
crossing  United  States  Ford  about  five  a.m., 
marching  to  our  old  camp,  which  we  reached  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve.  * 

Where  all,  both  officers  and  men,  behaved  so 
gallantiy,  it  would  seem  invidious  to  particular- 
ize, and  as  it  would  require  too  much  space  to  re- 
cord the  personal  gallantry  of  even  the  conmiis- 
sioned  officers,  I  will  confine  myself  to  the  men- 
tion of  the  oool  judgment  and  indomitable  courage 
of  Colonel  Corns,  Lieut -Colonel  Cavins,  and  Major 
Houghton,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  Lieut-Colonel 
Carpenter,  (commanding,)  Captain  Jones,  (acting 
Major,)  and  Capt  Grubb,  Fourth  Ohio ;  Colonel 
Snider,  Lieut -Col.  Lockwood,  Seventh  Virginia. 
The  preceding  are  the  only  regiments  that  went 
into  action  with  me  on  the  thinL 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Capt  Fiske,  A.A.A.G., 
(who  was'either  killed  or  wounded  and  taken  pris- 
oner while  carrying  an  order  from  me  to  the  Sev- 
enth Virginia,  on  the  plank-road,)  Lieut  J.  G. 
Reed,  Eighth  Ohio,  A.  A.  A.  General,  Lieutenant 
Joe  Carr,  Fourth  Ohio,  and  Lieutenant  A.  M.  Van 
Dyke,  Fourteenth  Indiana,  volunteers  A.D.C.,  for 
their  promptitude,  gallantry,  and  valuable  assist- 
ance in  a  trying  emergency. 

I  would  also  state  that  no  surgeon,  or  their  as- 
sistants, except  Assistent-Surgeon  W.  F.  Hicks, 
Seventh  Virginia,  and  no  ambulance  men  or 
stretchers  were  furnished  me  from  the  time  I 
formed  the  line  to  move  forward  until  we  came 
out  of  action.  Surgeon  McAbee,  Brigade^Surgeon, 
was  detailed  on  ue  operating  board  at*  division 
hospital. 

I  found  that  a  Sharp's  rifle,  furnished  one  of 
my  men  by  the  division  commander,  reached  the 
enemy^s  sharp-shooters  when  none  of  our  other 
guns  seemed  to  have  any  effect  on  tiiem.  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  two  companies  of 
my  brigade  be  armed  with  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

S.  S.  Carroll,  U.S.A., 

Commanding  Brigade. 
OFnCIAL   REPORT   OF   OOLONEL  0.  H.  MORRia 

HSIDQUAKTIU  SiXTT-BtXTH  RwtMIXT  N.T.V.,  t 

GiJfP  MSAB  Falmooth,  Va.,  May,  1863.      f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  the  operations  of  this  command  in 
the  recent  movements  of  the  army  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock. 

April  twenty-eighth,  at  about  seven  o'clock 
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A.X.,  tire  regiment  broke  camp  and  marched  with 
the  brigade,  Gen.  Zook  commanding,  about  four 
miles  to  the  right  of  Falmouth,  where  the  bri- 
gade bivouacked  for  the  night  This  regiment 
was  ordered  on  picket  near  Banks^s  Ford — ^the 
line  connecting  on  the  left  with  the  pickets  of  the 
Eleventh  Massachusetts  volunteers,  extending 
along  the  bank  of  the  Rappahannock  about  two 
miles,  and  uniting  with  the  pickets  of  the  Eighty- 
eighth  New-York  volunteers,  Lrish  brigade,  near 
Banks's  Ford. 

In  compliance  with  orders,  immediately  on  ar- 
riving upon  the  picket-ground,  I  placed  a  strong 
guard  upon  two  houses  Known  as  the  ^*  England 
and  ^^  Biawdon"  houses,  with  orders  to  allow  no 
person  to  enter  or  leave  either.  The  regiment 
picketed  this  line  until  about  twelve  o*clo<£,  mid- 
night, ot  the  twenty-ninth,  when,  pursuant  to 
orders,  the  pickets  and  the  guards  on  the  Raw- 
don  house  were  drawn  in,  the  guard  at  the  Eng- 
land house  being  left  The  regiment  then  marched 
about  seven  miles,  and  join^  the  brigade  about 
ten  o^clock  on  the  monung  of  the  thirtieth,  near 
United  States  Ford.  About  twelve  o'clock  x. 
of  the  same  day,  the  brigade  crossed  the  ford  on 
pontoons,  this  regiment  having  been  assigned  the 
right  of  the  line.  This  regiment  then  moved  for- 
ward with  the  brigade  about  six  miles  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  and  about  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening  came  up  with  the  Fifth  army  corps, 
where  it  bivouacked  for  the  night  About  noon 
the  next  day,  Ma^  first,  heavy  firing  being  heard 
in  fi'ont,  the  regiinent  moved  forward  with  the 
division  about  four  miles,  to  a  point  near  Chan- 
ccllorsville,  where  the  regiment  advanced  through 
the  woods,  having  thrown  out  the  right  flank 
company,  Gapt  Bartholf^  as  skirmishers,  formed 
line  of  battle,  and  moved  forward  to  a  clearing  on 
the  crest  of-  a  hill  behind  a  dense  woods.  Here 
the  regiment  took  up  position,  and  the  left  flank 
company,  Gapt  Davis,  were  sent  out  as  skirmish- 
ers, witn  instructions  to  connect  with  the  left  of 
Gapt  Bartholfs  company,  for  the  purpose  of  cov- 
ering our  front ;  the  line  skirmishers  of  the  Sixty- 
fourth  New- York  volunteers  on  our  left,  and  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Pennsylvania  on 
our  right,  having  subsequently  connected  with 
our  own  line,  the  entire  line  of  skirmishers  was 
moved  forward  to  the  edge  of  the  woods  at  the 
fi'ont  of  the  hill,  and  to  the  brow  of  another  hill 
immediately  in  front  of  the  woods.  Here  the 
enemy  opened  a  heavy  fire  of  artillery  upon  our 
skirmishers,  when,  in  compliance  with  orders 
from  Gen.  Zook,  they  fell  back  to  the  edge  of  the 
woods,  where  they  remained  for  about  half  an 
hour,  when  the  enemy  advanced  upon  them  in 
line  of  battl^  with  a  heavy  line  of  skirmishers  in 
front ;  our  line  of  skirmishers,  according  to  or- 
ders, slowly  retired  in  good  order,  firing  as  they 
withdrew.  The  line  of  skirmishers  having  been 
withdrawn,  I  brought  off  my  command  in  good 
order  by  the  right  of  companies  to  the  rear,  and 
rejoined  the  brigade,  which  formed  line  of  battle, 
supporting  a  battery  in  firont  of  the  Ghancellor 
House.  The  enemy  being  driven  back  by  the 
fire  of  our  artillery,  we  were  moved  with  the  bri- 


gade to  a  woods  on  the  left  of  the  Chancellor 
House,  where  we  formed  line  of  battle,  under  & 
heavy  fire  fi'om  the  enemy's  artillery,  in  which 
position  we  remained  until  about  three  the  next 
morning,  (May  second,)  when,  pursuant  to  orders 
we  were  moved  with  the  brigade  to  our  former 
position  in  front  of  the  Ghancellor  House.  About 
daylight  we  were  ordered  with  the  rest  of  the 
brigade  to  the  left,  where  we  took  up  position  in 
the  woods  in  the  first  line  of  battle,  and  company 
D,  Gaptain  McNeil,  was  thrown  forward  as  skv- 
mishers.  About  ten  o'clock  A.M.  of  the  same  day, 
this  command  was  detached  to  take  up  position 
on  the  Fredericksburgh  road,  and  throw  up  in* 
trenchments  connecting  the  line  of  works  on  the 
left  of  the  Ghancellor  House,  having  the  Eichty* 
eighth  New-York  on  our  right,  and  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  on  our  left ; 
our  position  here  was  protected  in  fit>nt  bja 
slight  skirting  of  woods,  and  intended  to  secure 
a  flank  fire  upon  the  enemy  in  case  of  an  attack. 
The  intrenchments  were  completed  in  the  face  of 
a  severe  artillery  fire  fix>m  the  enemy  on  our  left 
flank.  About  nine  o'clock  the  same  evening, 
General  Hancock  ordered  me  to  report  with  mj 
command  to  GoL  Miles,  in  charge  of  the  picket- 
line,  which  I  immediately  did,  marching  the  reg- 
iment outside  of  the  intrenchments,  down  the 
Fredericksburgh  road  to  the  picket-line,  where 
we  relieved  the  Fifty-seventh  and  Fifty-second 
New- York  volunteers.  I  established  my  line 
parallel  with  and  a  few  paces  beyond  the  road, 
fironting  a  wood  occupied  by  the  enemy's  pickets, 
my  left  connecting  and  forming  right  angles  with 
the  §ixty-fourth ;  my  right  exten£ngin  copjunc- 
tion  with  two  companies  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fortieth  Pennsylvania,  placed  under  my  com- 
mand, to  the  open  field  in  front  of  &e  breast- 
works, where  it  connected  at  right  angles  with 
the  Fifth  New-Hampshire.  The  men,  under  mr 
directions,  threw  up  temporaiy  intrenduncnts 
during  the  night  At  daybreak  the  next  morn- 
ing (May  third)  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  of 
musketry  along  the  whole  line  in  firont  and  oo 
the  flank.  The  firing  was  maintained  for  upward 
of  four  hours,  during  which  the  enemy  mwie  r^ 
peated  and  determined  assaults  upon  our  lines, 
and  was  each  time  gallantly  repulsed  by  oar 
men,  with  severe  loss.  At  nine  o'clock  ▲.x.,  all 
his  efforts  to  break  our  lines  with  infimtrr  alone 
having  proved  /utile,  the  enemy  opened  upon 
them  with  a  terrific  fire  of  artillery,  but  with  no 
better  result  Every  volley  finom  the  enemy's 
musketry,  and  every  dischaiige  from  his  cannon, 
seeming  to  give  renewed  energy  to  our  brave 
men,  and  to  increase  their  determination  to  main- 
tain their  position  at  all  hazards,  and  against  any 
assault  the  enemy  might  be  capable  of  making 
against  them.  There  was  no  wasting  of  anunu- 
mtion  here;  every  man  fired  with  the  utmost 
coolness  and  deliberation,  taking  careful  and 
steady  aim  at  his  object,  as  if  fining  at  a  tu^ 
for  a  prize ;  not  a  man  flinched  under  the  terrible 
fire  to  Which  he  was  now  subjected ;  every  one 
of  them  felt  the  high  and  enviable  reputation  d 
the  gallant  old  Third  brig^e  was  in  hii  — "^ 
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keeping,  and  was  determined  that  it  should  not 
be  tarnished  by  any  act  of  his. 

About  ten  oVlock,  the  gallant  Col.  Miles,  com- 
manding the  pickets,  was  shot  in  the  breast  by 
one  of  the  enemy's  sharp-shooters,  and  was  re- 
moved from  the  field.  •  About  this  time,  learning 
that  the  left  of  my  line  was  being  pressed,  I  sent 
one  company  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Porty-flflh 
Pennsylvania  (three  companies  of  which  regiment 
had  been  sent  to  reenforce  my  line)  to  that  point, 
and  subsequently  sent  another  of  these  compa- 
nies to  the  same  point 

I  was  then  informed   that  the  Sixty-fourth, 
joining  my  left,  had  exhausted  all  their  ammu- 
nition, and  would  be  compelled  to  fall  back  unless 
immediately  supported,  whereupon  Iftent  to  their 
assistance  the  remaining  company  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  and  then 
communicated  to  General  Hancock  the  state  of  af- 
fairs on  the  left,  aild  requested  that  a  regiment 
might  be  sent  to  relieve  the  gixty-fourth  New- 
York  volunteers.     Shortly  afterward  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Connecticut  arrived  on  the  ground,  and 
I  conducted  them  down  to  the  left,  and  relieved 
the  Sixty-foiu'th  New- York  volunteers,  who  with- 
drew fi*om  the  line,  and  went  to  the  rear.     I  now 
assumed  command  of  the  entire  picket  line ;  short- 
ly after  I  was  directed  by  Lieutenant  Miller,  aid 
to  Gen.  Hancock,  to  be  in  readiness  to  fall  back 
from  the  picket-line  upon  receiving  orders  to  do 
so.    I  then  had  an  interview  with  Col.  Bostwick, 
commanding  Twenty-seventh  Connecticut,  whom 
I  informed  that  I  expected  soon  to  receive  orders 
to  fall  back,  and  instructed  him  as  to  the  course 
he  should  pursue  when  the  movement  should 
commence.    In  a  short  time  after  this.  Lieutenant 
Miller  directed  mo  to  retire  the  moment  the  forces 
on  my  right  were  seen  to  fall  back.     The  forces 
indicated  soon  after  fell  back,  and  I  immediately 
took  the  necessary  steps  to  bring  off  my  line  of 
pickets,  which  was  accomplished  under  a  most 
terrific  artillery  fire  from  the  right,  left  and  front 
The  regiment  here  suffered  a  heavy  loss.  Captains 
Strickland  and  Feder,  Lieut  King,  and  thirty- 
seven  enlisted  men  being  found  missing  when  the 
regiment  rejoined  the  bxigftde  within  the  breast- 
works on  the  left  of  the  White  House.     Most  of 
this  number,  I  regret  to  say,  must  have  been  kill- 
ed or  wounded  by  the  artillery  fire  while  falling 
back  through  the  woods,  as  they  were  known  to 
have  left  &e  intrenchments  with  the  regiment 
The  raiment  having  rejoined  the  brigade,  took 
up  position  in  line  of  battle  on  the  left  of  the 
White  House,  where  they  remained  Sunday,  Mon- 
day, and  Tuesday,  subjected  several  times  to  the 
artillery  fire  of  the  enemy.     Tuesday  afternoon  a 
detail  of  ninety-two  enlisted  men,  under  command 
of  Capt  Munn,  were  sent  on  picket     The  next 
momine,  about  half-past  two  o'clock,  the  raiment 
fell  back  with  the  brigade,  and  recrossed  the  river 
at  United  States  Ford,  and  after  a  continued 
march  of  about  twelve  hours,  returned  to  its  old 
camp  near  Falmouth,  Ya. 

A  r^Knrt  of  the  loss  of  the  regiment,  firom  the 
time  of  leaving  camp  until  its  return,  has  been  al- 


ready forwarded,  showing  a  total  of  seventy-one 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Of  the  conduct  in  action,  of  both  officers  and 
men,  I  cannot  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  com- 
mendation. It  was  all  that  could  be  ask^  of  the 
bravest  Cool,  steady,  and  unflinching,  even 
when  knowing  that  fearful  odds  were  against 
them,  they  showed  a  determination  to  hold  their 
position  to  the  last  man.  Where  all  did  so  well 
it  would  be  unjust  to  select  any  for  special  en- 
comium. 

From  Lieut -Col.  Hammell  and  Major  Nelson  I 
received  valuable  assistance  on  every  occasion. 
Their  courage  and  services  deserve  my  special 
acknowledgments.     Very  respectfully, 

Orlando  n.  Morris, 

Oolonel  OommamUng  Slxtj-slxtii  Neir-Tork  Stat^Tolanteen. 
LIEUTBNANT-OOLONEL  BBOADrS  RBPORT. 

HlADQCAKTms  SiXTT-FIKST  RbOIMKHT,  N.  T.  VoL8.,  I 

Cakp  xkak  Fauiodth,  Va.,  Hay  7,  ISea.     f 

To  Captain  G,  ff.  Caldwell,  Asaiatant  Adjutant-  < 

General,  CaldwelVs  Brigade: 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  to 
you  the  part  this  regiment  took  on  the  day  of  the 
first  inst,  until  eleven  o'clock  p.m.  the  same  day, 
when  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  regi- 
ment, Col.  N.  A.  Miles  being  detailed  as  general 
officer  of  the  day,  and  in  command  of  the  line  of 
pickets  in  front  of  the  division.  The  regiment 
was.  then  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods, 
with  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers  on  its  right,  and  the  Twenty-sec- 
ond Massachusetts  volunteers  on  its  left  While 
here  it  had  been  exposed  in  the  fore  part  of  the 
evening  to  a  short  but  sharp  fire  of  the  enemy. 
A  little  before  daylight  on  the  second  I  received 
orders  of  General  CiUdwell  to  march  my  regiment 
out  by  the  left  fiank  from  the  position  it  had  oc- 
cupied in  the  woods  during  the  night  I  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  re- 
giment Pennsylvania  volunteers.  After  leaving 
the  woods  we  marched  down  the  road  and  to  the 
rear  about  two  hundred  yards,  and  a  new  position 
was  given  us  by  Lieut  D.  R.  Cross,  aid-de-camp 
to  General  Caldwell,  in  the  woods  to  the  left  and 
nearly  parallel  to  the  one  we  had  previously  occu- 
pied. Here  we  threw  up  breastworks  all  day  along 
our  front  In  the  afternoon  the  pickets  in  our 
front  were  suddenly  and  vigorously  attacked  by  a 
heavy  column  of  the  enemy's  infantry,  but  were 
soon  repulsed  by  the  skill  and  tact  of  our  Colonel, 
N.  A.  Miles,  who  was  in  command  of  said  pickets. 
In  the  afternoon,  while  an  engagement  was  going 
on  at  our  right,  We  were  also  exposed  to  a  cross- 
fire from  the  enemy^s  artillery,  but  without  any 
damage  to  our  number.  About  six  o'clock  p.m., 
I  was  requested  by  CoL  Miles  to  throw  out  a  line 
of  pickets  from  my  regiment  long  enough  to  cover 
its  entire  fh>nt,  and  to  have  it  connect  right  and 
left  with  the  rest  of  the  line.  I  sent  two  compa- 
nies out,  under  the  command  of  Capt  P.  C.  Bain. 
The  whole  detachment  consisted  of  six  commis- 
sioned officers  and  forty-three  enlisted  men.  This 
force  remained  out  until  noon  of  the  following 
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day,  when  most  of  it  rejoined  the  regiment  after 
the  latter  had  fallen  back.  No  orders  or  warning 
having  been  given  to  these  pickets  to  withdraw 
when  the  rest  of  the  troops  were  falling  back,,  and 
their  connection  with  the  right  of  the  picket-line 
being  suddenly  lost,  they  did  not  move  until 
they  found  that  the  enemy  was  in  their  rear,  and 
had  occupied  the  breastworks  behind  which  the 
regiment  had  previously  been  lying.  In  making 
their  way  out  of  the  woods  nine  enlisted  men  and 
one  commissioned  officer — Second  Lieut  Buckley 
— were  lost,  and  probably  taken  prisoners.  From 
all  accounts  I  have  received,  First  Lieut.  Gordon 
has  merited  much  credit  as  being  the  principal 
one  in  saving  this  force,  together  with  six  com> 
panics  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-eighth 
regiment  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  who  had  also 
been  out  on  picket,  by  adroitly  conducting  them 
out  from  off  the  enemy,  who  were  in  their  rear, 
until  the  whole  safely  reached  their  respective 
regiments.  Of  these  pickets  two  got  wounded 
by  the  enemy^s  artillery.  On  the  morning  of  the 
third  our  Colonel^  N.  A.  Miles,  was  severely 
wounded  by  a  sharp-shooter  of  the  enemy  while 
in  command  of  the  division  picket-line  in  front 
At  about  eight  o^ clock  a.]c.  I  received  orders  from 
General  Caldwell  to  follow  the  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  and  march- 
ed off  in  double-quick  until  the  brigade  halted  on 
the  left  of  the  main  road  that  leads  from  Ghan- 
cellorsville  to  the  White  House,  toward  United 
States  Ford.  The  brigade  formed  in  line  of  bat- 
tle facing  the  woods  to  the  left.  A  few  minutes 
later  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-eighth  Penn^ 
sylvania  volunteers  formed  on  our  right,  and  the 
nfty-second  New- York  volunteers  on  our  left^ 
and  the  line  advanced  into  the  woods  until  we 
came  to  the  opening  beyond,  where  we  saw  a 
heavy  column  of  the  enemy  marching  by  the  right 
flank  and  toward  our  left  at  quick-step.  One  of 
their  batteries  was  planted  right  before  our  centre. 
There  was  also  moving  a  squadron  of  their  cav- 
alry, and  another  heavy  column  marching  by  the 
left  flank  toward  our  right  Seeing  the  enemy 
was  trying  to  outflank  us  on  the  lef^  Gen.  Cald- 
well ordered  the  line  to  fall  back  about  twelve 
yards,  moving  it  at  the  same  time  a  little  further 
to  the  right  Soon  the  enemy  poured  a  severe 
and  sudden  Are  upon  our  line,  which  was  vigor- 
ously responded  to.  The  enemy  was  soon  re- 
pulsed. My  command  behaved  well  After  about 
two  hours'  fighting  we  were  ordered  to  march  off 
by  the  right  flank  until  we  reached  the  opening 
where  our  batteries  were  planted.  Here  we 
formed  into  line,  faced  to  the  *  rear,  and  halted 
facing  the  woods,  one  of  which  we  had  entered. 
Shortly  afterward  we  were  marched  with  the  rest 
of  the  brigade  across  the  opening  to  the  woods  on 
the  left  of  the  White  House,  where  we  were  or- 
dered to  halt  and  throw  up  breastworks.  We 
lay  under  these  breastworks,  occasionally  shelled 
by  the  enemy,  though  without  any  damage  to  us, 
till  the  night,  between  the  fifth  and  sixth,  when 
we  received  orders  to  fall  back.  Crossed  the  Rap- 
pahannock, with  the  rest  of  the  Second  corps,  at 
United  States  Ford,  and  arrived  at  the  old  camp 


of  the  brigade  in  the  afternoon  of  the  sixtii  of 
May.  During  the  engagement  on  the  third  our 
loss  was  two  Killed  and  thirteen  wounded,  aU  en- 
listed men. 

I  would  especially  recommend,  for  ih&r  excel- 
lent brave  conduct  and  good  soldierly  quaKtie^ 
Capt  Willard  Reech,  and  Capt  T.  G.  Morrison. 

Lieut  F.  W.  Grannis,  Adjutant,  deserves  much 
praise  for  the  energy,  bravery,  and  usefulness  he 
everywhere  and  on  all  occasions  manifested. 

The  rank  and  file  of  my  command  have  main- 
tained faithfully  their  well-eamcd  and  well-known 
reputation,  always  doing,  and  always  ready  to  do, 
their  duty  to  the  last 

We  all  —  officers  and  men  —  feel  the  loss  and 
deplore  detply  the  sad  fate  of  our  beloved  and 
highly  esteemed  Colonel,  N.  A.  Miles,  who  was 
severely  wounded  on  the  morning  of  the  third. 
But  our  hope  and  our  prayer  is,  that  he  soon  may 
be  returned  to  us  again,  and  to  usefulness  in  the 
service  of  his  country.  Very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant  *  K.  O.  Broadt, 

Lleat.-€oL  Comnumdlng  SOxty-Oni  New-Tork  T(dnnteen. 
COLONEL  PRICK'S  REPORT. 

HSIOQUABTBRS  ONI  HUNDRED  AXD  TWEHTT-VIXTB      ) 

Rkoimbkt,  Pkmvstlvakia  VoLCXTma,  y 
Oamp  kbab  Falmocth,  Va.,  Max  8,  l9Si.    ) 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  com- 
pliance with  Special  Orders,  No.  77,  issued  from 
Brigade  Headquarters  of  May  seventh,  186S,  that 
my  command,  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty* 
ninth  Pennsylvania  volimteers,  with  the  other 
regiments  of  the  brigade,  was  ordered  to  the 
support  of  the  Third  corps  about  five  o'dock 
A.M.,  Sunday,  May  third.  At  nine  a.m.,  the  bri- 
gade at  a  *'  double-quick "  entered  the  works  in 
front  of  our  batteries  and  rifle-pits  in  the  ceDtre, 
at  Chancellorsville,  Virginia,  left  in  fit>nt  which 
threw  my  regiment  in  the  advance.  Une  of  bat- 
tle was  formed,  under  a  severe  and  damaging  fire, 
about  fifty  yards  in  advance  of  the  Twenty-^gfatb 
New-Jersey,  attached  to  the  division  of  General 
French,  and  in  an  undergrowth  that  from  its  den- 
sity made  the  movement  peculiarly  difficult  In 
the  engagement,  that  lasted  until  eleven  A.X.,  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  with  the  same  coolness  and 
gallantry  that  characterized  thdr  conduct  in  other 
fields  since  they  have  been  in  the  service  of  their 
country.  The  fire  was  delivered  with  steadiness 
and  precision.  Not  hearing  the  order  to  retire, 
the  regiment  remained  in  line  after  the  regiments 
upon  its  right  had  given  wa^.  Seeing  that  there 
was  imminent  danger  of  being  cut  off  by  a  lan;^ 
force  of  the  enemy  moving  upon  our  rjgnt  flank, 
the  regiment  under  my  orders  fiu»d  by  the  rear 
rank,  retiring  in  good  order  under  a  heavy  fire 
and  re-formed  in  the  rear  of  the  battmes.  While 
retiring  a  severe  struggle  took  place  for  the  r^ 
mental  colors.  The  bearers,  Sei^geants  Boner, 
company  £,  and  Miller  of  company  F,  dang  to 
them  as  manfully,  however,  as  they  had  borne 
them  durinff  the  fight  One  of  the  rebels  who 
had  seized  them  was  killed,  another  captured,  and 
the  rest  driven  back. '  The  rebels  advanced  in 
force  to  the  edge  of  the  woods,  and  so  closely 
upon  the  flank  of  the  regiment  tliat  the  retreat  of 
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some  upon  its  right  was  intercepted  by  their  ad- 
Tandng  ranks,  and  they  escaped  capture  by  the 
confusion  into  which  the  rebels  were  thrown  from 
the  active  fire  of  the  batteries. 

To  Lieut -CoL  Armstrong,  Major  Anthony,  who 
I  regret  to  say  was  seriously  wounded,  and  Ad- 
jutuit  Green,  I  must  again  tender  my  thanks  for 
Tftluable  assistance  in  the  field.  They  performed 
their  several  duties  with  the  utmost  coolness  and 
determination,  evincing  a  steadiness  of  purpose 
worthy  of  emulation. 

The  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  four  (4)  killed, 
thirty-one  (81)  wounded,  and  six  (6)  missing,  en- 
listed men,  and  one  officer.  Major  Anthony,  se- 
riously wounded.  I  am.  Captain,  very  respect- 
fully your  obedient  servant, 

Jacob  G.  Frick, 

Col.  One  Handred  And  Twenty^nlnth  PennBylTaola  Yolnnteera. 

To  H.  C.  Rannet,  A.A.G., 

Tf  kr*a\Biigade,  Third  DivUion,  Fifth  Oorpi. 

MAJOR  DAWSON'S  REPORT. 

Camp  op  thb  Sixtt-pisst  PnnrsTLTAViA  Vols.,  ) 

Hay  10, 1848.      f 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  in  relation  to 
the  part  taken  by  the  Sixty-first  regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  in  the  late  battle,  that,  agree- 
ably to  orders,  the  regiment  broke  camp  at  ten 
o'clock  A.M.,  of  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April, 
and,  with  the  brieade,  marched  to  near  Dr.  Pol- 
lock's house,  on  the  Rappahannock,  where  it  re- 
mained bivouacked  until  about  ten  o'clock  p.m., 
and  was  then  detailed  to  carry  pontoon-boats  to 
the  place  designated  for  crossing ;  the  regiment 
carried  down  five  boats,  and  it  was  done  in  per- 
fect silence  and  order.  After  launching  the 
boats,  the  regiment  marched  to  where  their  arms 
had  been  left,  and  was  then  ordered  to  the  banks 
of  the  river,  where  it  remained  until  the  bridge 
was  finished ;  it  then  marched  to  a  hill  a  short 
distance  from  the  river,  and  remained  there 
bivouacked  until  about  four  o'clock  p.m.  of  the 
first  of  May,  and  relieved  a  regiment  of  Brooks's 
division  doing  picket-duty,  being  under  artillery 
and  musketry  fire  several  times  during  the  day, 
until  about  six  o'clock  p.m.,  when  two  companies 
were  deployed,  in  addition  to  the  picket  force, 
and  the  rebels  were  driven  by  them  from  their 
lines,  back,  and  into  their  intrenchments  on  the 
hills.  The  r^ment  was  relieved  during  the  eve- 
ning and  bivouacked  about  half-past  ten  p.m.,  and 
was,  by  orders,  **  failed  in  "  and  ready  for  the 
march  in  one  hour  and  a  half  afterwards.  At 
twelve  midnight,  the  march  was  taken  up  for 
Fredericksburgh,  arriving  there  about  four  o'clock 
A.M.,  of  the  morning  of  the  third.  At  about  ten 
a.m.,  the  regiment  was  moved  to  Princess  Anne 
street,  and  left  there  their  knapsacks  and  haver- 
sacks, preparatory  to  heading  a  column  to  storm 
the  heights  in  the  rear  of  the  town.  About 
eleven  o'clock  the  column  was  put  in  motion,  the 
regiment  leading.  Arriving  at  near  the  rifle-pits 
of  the  enemy,  a  heavy  fire  from  musketry  and 
artillery  was  received.  The  regiment  being  in 
column,  the  proper  time  for  deploying  not  yet 
arriving,  the  loss  was  heavy ;  and  the  fire,  one  of 
the  heaviest  that  could  be  given,  caused  the  regi- 


ment to  waver  for  a  few  moments,  when  it  rallied 
and  successfully  gained  the  crest  of  the  hill,  cap- 
turing one  of  the  pieces  of  artillery  belonging  to 
the  &mous  Washington  battery,  of  Louisiana. 
In  this  charge.  Colonel  George  G.  Spear  was  in- 
stantiy  killed.  Captains  Crosby  and  Ellis,  and 
Lieutenants  Roerner  and  Harper  wounded,  and 
ten  enlisted  men  killed,  and  fifty-four  wounded. 

The  regiment  then  under  my  command  assist- 
ed the  tr<K)ps,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Shaler, 
in  driving  tiie  enemy  some  three  miles  along  the 
plank-road,  and  in  the  direction  of  ChanceUors- 
ville,  capturing  numbers  of  prisoners.  As  no  ac- 
count of  them  was  taken,  they  being  immediate- 
ly sent  to  the  rear,  the  precise  number  cannot  be 
given.  The  regiment  was  relieved  about  four 
o'clock  P.M.,  and  was  a  short  distance  to  the  rear 
of  the  second  line  of  battle  during  the  heavy 
fight  that  took  place  about  five  o  clock.  The 
regiment  was  moved  up;  until jibout  dark  it  was 
in  the  first  line,  and  was  placed  in  support  to 
Butler's  Second  United  States  battery,  where  it 
remained  until  nine  o'clock  a.m.,  of  the  fourth, 
when,  with  other  regiments  of  the  Light  brigade, 
it  was  moved  to  the  right,  and  in  the  direction  of 
Banks's  Ford,  to  feel  for  the  enemy  and  keep  open 
the  conununication  with  the  ford.  At  about  dusk 
the  regiment,  with  another,  was  sent  to  support 
Howe's  division,  which  was  being  heavily  attack- 
ed. The  regiment  was  under  a  heavy  fire  fit>m 
musketry;  fortunately,  with  littie  loss,  Captain 
Crepps  and  five  enlisted  men  being  wounded. 
The  design  of  the  enemy,  to  cut  our  communi- 
cation, being  foiled,  and  he  being  instead  driven 
back,  the  regiment  took  up  its  line  of  march  to- 
ward the  ford,  and  safely  recrossed  the  Rappa- 
hannock at  about  one  o'clock  of  the  morning  of 
the  fifth.  On  the  eighth  the  regiment  was  de- 
tailed to  assist  in  hauling  the  pontoons  from  the 
banks  of  the  river  to  a  short  distance  back,  which 
was  done  without  molestation  from  the  enemy. 
On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  the  regiment  was 
marched  to  its  present  camp.  Before  closing  this 
report  I  would  state  that  I  am  indebted  to  all  my 
line-officers  for  the  hearty,  united,  and  determin- 
ed support  given  me  during  all  this  time.  Where 
all  did  their  duty  so  well  and  nobly,  it  would  not 
be  correct  to  particularize.  All  deserve  honor- 
able mention.  It  gives  me  great  pleasure,  how- 
ever, to  call  attention  to  the  daring  conduct  of 
private  Robert  Brown,  of  company  R,  who  shot 
the  lead-horse  of  the  cannon  captured  by  the 
regiment,  thereby  preventing  its  escape,  and  pri- 
vate James  Robb,  of  company  H,  who  seized  the 
colors  when  the  sergeant  was  wounded,  and  bore 
them  imtil  relieved  by  color-corporal  William 
Taylor.  Geo.  W.  Dawson, 

Major  Commanding  Sixty-first  Pennajlrania  Volonteera. 

Lieut-UoL  HiBAM  Burnham, 

Commanding  Light  Division  SIxtli  Corps. 

casualties  in  thb  SIXTV-nBST  PENNSYLVANIA  VOL- 
UNTEERS, MAT  THIRD  AND  FOURTH,  1868. 

Killed. — George  G.  Spear,  Golonel;  Henry 
Syivus,  A ;  Jackson  Stuchel,  A ;  George  B.  Mott, 
A ;  Edward  Schumacker,  Gorporal,  B ;  Leopold 
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Betz,  Corporal,  B;  David  Kimble,  B;  H.  M. 
Shaw,  Corporal,  C ;  Rudolph  Michols,  C ;  Casey 
Atherton,  Sergeant,  D ;  Qeorge  F.  Harper,  Second 
Lieutenant,  E ;  Perry  Kinney,  E ;  William  P. 
Riley,  E ;  William  J.  Fleming,  G ;  Michael  Osier, 
Corporal,  K. 

Wounded. —Jacob  Creps,  Captain,  A ;  L.  Brady, 
Sergeant,  A ;  Israel  Grey,  Corporal,  A ;  James  S. 
Neill,  A ;  J.  II.  Brown,  A ;  J.  A.  Stewart,  A ;  Eu- 
gene Koerner,  First  Lieutenant,  B ;  Philip  Voelp, 
Sergeant,  B ;  Joseph  Hough,  Sergeant,  B ;  John 
W.  Rowe,  Corporal,  B ;  James  Baker,  B ;  Hiram 
Kelly,  B ;  John  Shultz,  B ;  Alexander  Thompson, 
B ;  John  Beck,  Corporal,  C  ;  George  F.  Harbaugh, 
Corporal,  C ;  John  Heninger,  C ;  William  W. 
Ellis,  Captain,  D;  J.  J.  Shaffer,  Corporal,  D; 
William  Beels,  D  ;  John  Benning,  D ;  William 
Lippincott,  D  ;  Rufus  McGuire,  D ;  Theodore  L. 
Stout,  D ;  George  C.  Saul,  Sergeant,  E ;  Henry 
Furake,  Corpora^  E ;  J.  F.  Shanafelt,  Corporal,  E ; 
William  Wilson,  Corporal,  E ;  Levi  Thorpe,  E ; 
William  Chelfant,  F;  L.  Vosler,  F;  John  W. 
Crosby,  Captain,  G ;  M.  Crowthers,  G ;  C.  Lou- 
ther,  G ;  James  P.  Donnelly,  G ;  M.  Storm,  G ; 
C.  F.  Kennedy,  Sergeant,  H ;  James  M.  Craig,  H ; 
William  H.  Fisher,  H;  Alexander  Jameson,  H; 
William  Gleason,  I ;  William  Farrell,  I ;  A.  Faust, 
Corporal,  I ;  J.  Benedict,  Sergeant,  K ;  D.  H.  Ford, 
color-sergeSCnt,  K ;  William  Holzeheimer,  Corpo- 
ral, K ;  C.  Shultz,  K;  J.  Ritz,  K;  J.  Kelsh,  K; 
John  Kraieling,  K. 

OFFICIAL  REPORT  OF  COLONEL  GRANT. 

HBAOQDAmTBRS  SlCOMD  BrIOADB,  SbCOND  ) 

D1VI810X  Sixrn  Corps,         V 
Camp  n  tbb  Fikld,  M«y  14, 1868. ) 

Peter  T,  WcMmm^  Adjutant  and  Inspector- 
General  : 

Sir  :  In  my  account  of  the  part  taken  by  the 
Vermont  troops  of  the  storming  of  the  heights  of 
Fredericksburgh,  I  promised  to  furnish  further 
particulars.  The  rush  of  events  that  followed, 
and  a  constant  employment  of  time  since,  must 
be  my  excuse  for  the  delay. 

The  brigade  crossed  the  river  on  the  evening 
of  the  second  instant,  and  rested  on  its  arms  for 
a  few  hours.  Long  before  light  on  the  morning 
of  the  third  instant,  the  head  of  the  column  was 
moving  up  the  Bowling  Green  road  into  Fred- 
ericksburgh. Then  the  action  commenced.  New- 
ton* s  division  and  the  Light  brigade  occupied  the 
streets  of  Fredericksburgh.  This  division,  Gen- 
eral Howe  commanding,  occupied  the  Bowling 
Green  road,  just  outside  and  on  the  left  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh, its  right  resting  on  a  creek  which 
flows  into  the  Rappahannock  immediately  on  the 
left  of  Fredericksburgh. 

Commanding  Fredericksburgh  are  two  ranges 
of  hills.  The  lower  range,  or  Marye's  Hill,  is  on 
the  right  of  the  creek  and  just  in  the  rear  of  Fred- 
ericksburgh. The  higher  or  principal  range  of 
hills  is  to  the  left  of  the  creek  and  immediately 
in  front  of  the  position  occupied  by  this  brigade. 
Between  the  Bowling  Green  road  and  the  base 
of  the  principal  hills  is  an  open  plain  nearly  a 
mile  in  extent^  through  which  passes  a  railroad. 


Nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad  were  rifle-pits*, 
in  these  rifle-pits  and  behind  the  railroad  were 
posted  rebel  infantry.  The  entire  plain  was  com- 
manded by  the  enemy^s  guns  upon  the  prindpal 
range  of  hills.  It  was  determined  that  Newton  s 
division  and  the  Light  brigade  should  stonn  the 
lower  range,  or  Marye^s  Hill,  from  the  streets  of 
Frederick^urgh.  An  attack  in  our  immediate 
front  was  also  planned,  which  was  to  be  made  at 
the  same  time  of  Newton's  attack  on  the  right 
It  was  designed  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  rail- 
road and  rifle-pits,  to  assist  Newton's  attack  on 
the  right,  and  if  possible  to  take  the  principal 
heights.  The  plan  of  our  attack  was  in  two  lines 
of  battle,  of  three  regiments  each.  The  Thirtv- 
third  New- York,  Seventh  Maine,  and  Twenty-fiRt 
New-Jersey  regiment,  from  Niell's  brigade,  con- 
stituted theflrst  line.  The  Sixth  Vermont,  Twen- 
ty-sixth New  Jersey,  and  Second  Vermont,  from 
this  brigade,  constituted  the  second  line,  and  they 
were  arranged  from  right  to  left  in  the  order  abore 
named,  the  righ£  of  the  Sixth  Vermont  resting  on 
the  creek.  The  attack  of  Newton  on  the  i^t 
was  the  signal  for  our  attack.  It  commenced 
about  eleven  a.m.  The  lines  started  over  the 
plain  at  a  double-quick  in  splendid  style,  the 
rebels  at  the  same  time  opening  all  their  batteries 
on  the  principal  heights,  pouring  a  terrible,  fire 
upon  the  advancing  lines ;  but  on  they  went. 
driving  the  rebels  before  them.  Having  gained 
possession  of  the  railroad  and  rifle-pits,  &e  Thir- 
ty-third New-York  and  Seventh  Maine  bore  to  the 
right,  crossed  the  creek  and  gained  the  extreme 
left  of  the  lower  range.  The  Sixth  Vermont  fol- 
lowed the  Thirty-third  New- York,  and  was  the 
second  regiment  that  gained  the  heights  of  Marvels 
HilL  What  became  of  the  Twenty-first  New- 
Jersey  regiment  at  this  juncture  I  am  unable  to 
say.  The  Twenty-sixth  New-Jersey  and  Second 
Vermont  now  constituted  the  principal  line  ad- 
vancing across  the  plain  directly  toward  the  prin- 
cipal heights.  The  enemy's  batteries  concen- 
trated their  fire  full  upon  us.  The  Twenty-^xth 
broke  and  in  some  confusion  bore  to  the  led,  getr 
ting  partially  in  fix>nt  of  the  Second  Vennont  I 
immediately  ordered  the  Second  by  the  right  flank, 
and  led  it  to  the  right  and  front  near  me  oncdE, 
gaining  a  steep  bank  where  the  regiment  was  pro- 
tected from  the  shower  of  shell  and  canister  throvn 
from  the  hill.  Here  we  halted,  and  the  men  look 
breath.  At  the  command,  the  regimratmored 
forward  again,  up  the  bank  and  hiU,  gaining  a 
deep  ditch  or  rifle-pit  Here  we  halted  again,  and 
sent  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers.  See- 
ing a  regiment  down  the  creek,  near  Ifarye*^ 
Hill,  I  despatched  an  aid  to  urge  it  forward.  It 
proved  to  be  the  Thirty-third  New- York,  Coloael 
Taylor,  who  came  forward  at  the  word.  As  soon 
as  the  Thirty-third  had  arrived  within  supportiBg 
distance,  I  ordered  the  Second  Vermont  fonrari 
The  regiment  bounded  forward,  chaiged  up  the 
hill,  and  drove  the  rebels  fit>m  their  works  in 
great  confusion.  We  were  now  in  possession  of 
tiie  works  on  the  right  of  the  principal  heights. 

The  rebels  rallied  on  a  swell  of  ground  a  $bort 
distance  beyond^  and  opened  fire  on  the  Second, 
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which  was  returned  in  earnest  Colonel  Taylor 
now  came  up,  and  taking  a  position  on  the  right 
of  the  Second,  went  into  the  engagement 

The  Seventh  Maine,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Con- 
nor, came  gallantly  to  our  support  I  at  once 
assumed  command  of  the  regiment,  and  threw  it 
into  the  engagement  The  rebels  were  completely 
routed  and  driven  from  this  portion  of  the  heights. 

While  this  was  going  on,  the  Third  Vermont, 
Colonel  Seaver,  the  Fourth  Vermont  Colonel 
Stoughton,  the  Fifth  Vermont,  Colonel  Lewis, 
advanced  across  the  plain  and  sdilod  the  heights 
further  to  the  left.  As  soon  as  the  Third  Ver- 
mont had  gained  the  heights,  an  infantry  force 
beyond  opened  upon  them.  Colonel  Seaver  im- 
mediately returned  the  fire.  The  Fourth  and 
Fifth  Vermont,  and  Twenty-first  New-Jersey  soon 
came  up  and  the  rebels  were  driven  from  that  por- 
tion of  the  heights.  The  Sixth  Vermont,  Colonel 
Barney,  was  retained  on  Maryc's  HiU,  by  order 
of  the  Oenoral  from  Newton^s  division,  who  had 
gained  that  range,  and  sent  to  the  frt>nt  as  skir- 
mishers. 

This  was  the  way  the  heights  of  Fredericks- 
burgh  were  carried,  and  this  was  the  part  taken 
by  Vermont  troops  in  that  brilliant  achievement 

I  remain.  General,  very  respectfully,  your  obe- 
dient servant,  L.  A.  Gkaj^t, 

Colonel  OomnuuidlDg  Brigade. 
LIEtrrENANT-COLONEL  SALOMON'S  REPORT. 

HXADQUABTSIS  ElOMTT-BBCOHD  RmOIMBHT 

Camp  ncab  Bkooki^s  fi 
May 

To  Brigadier- General  A.  Schimmelfennig,  Com- 
manding First  Brigade  Third  Ditieion^  Elev- 
enth Army  Ci>rp» : 

Sir  :  Li  regard  to  the  part  my  regiment  took 
In  the  action  on  Saturday,  May  second,  I  beg 
leave  to  report: 

The  regiment  arrived  with  the  brigade,  at  a 
plAce  near  Hoskins's  Farm,  on  the  thirtieth  of 
April  between  six  and  seven  o* clock  p.m.  On  the 
fi^t  of  May  at  ten  p.m.,  a  working  party,  consist- 
ing of  two  hundred  men,  with  a  guard  of  one 
hundred  men,  for  protection,  under  command  of 
Major  Rolshausen,  were  ordered  out  to  blockade 
the  road  in  our  front  and  south  of  the  plank-road. 
This  work  was  completed  about  one  o'clock  a.m. 
of  the  second  of  May,  when  the  Miyor,  with  his 
command,  returned  to  the  regiment  In  the  fore- 
noon of  the  same  day  the  regiment  was  ordered 
out  on  a  reconnoissance.  It  marched  under  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Hecker,  and  after  it  had  pro- 
ceeded in  a  southerly  direction  as  far  as  Carpen- 
ter's farm,  we  received  your  order  to  join  the 
brigade,  which  order  was  immediately  complied 
with.  We  arrived  there  between  twelve  and 
one  o'clock  p.bl,  and  took  position  in  the  rear  of 
the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-seventh  New- York 
Yolanteers,  in  column.  Between  five  and  six 
o'clock  P.M.,  the  Colonel  received  the  order  that 
bis  men  should  make  themselves  comfortable; 
but  soon  afterward  we  heard  a  heavy  fire  on  our 
right  The  brigade  signal  to  assemble  was  im- 
mediately sounded,  and  our  regiment  fell  in.  At 
the  same  time,  horses,  mules  sad  ambulances  of 


the  First  division  came  running  in  the  greatest 
confusion  and  disorder  from  the  right  and  passed 
in  the  rear  of  the  r^roent  We  immediately 
formed  line  of  battle,  &cing  to  the  west  during 
the  formation  of  which  two  of  our  men  fell. 

We  then  marched  in  line  of  battle  and  in  good 
order,  to  the  top  of  a  little  hill  in  our  rear,  and 
there  faced  the  enemy.  During  these  movey 
ments  men  of  the  First  division  continued  to  run 
in  the  greatest  confusion  on  our  right  We  com- 
menced firing,  and  the  regiment  fired  at  least  six 
rounds  firom  this  position.  The  enemy  advanced 
with  a  steady  and  heavy  fire,  in  compact  masses. 
Through  his  advance  from  the  right  he  drove  the 
troops  on  the  right  of  the  regiment  to  our  rear, 
exposing  us  to  a  heavy  front  and  flank  fire.  Tou 
then  personally  ordered  the  Colonel  to  fall  back 
a  little  from  the  top  of  the  hilL  The  regiment 
fell  back  fifteen  yards  in  good  order,  leaving 
about  seventy  killed  and  wounded  on  the  ground 
it  had  occupied. 

Colonel  Hecker  then  took  the  flag  in  his  hand^ 
cheering  his  men  to  make  a  charge  as  soon  as  the 
enemy  should  arrive  at  the  proper  distance ;  but 
observing  that  the  right  of  the  r^ment,  which 
had  been  exposed  to  a  heavy  flank  fire,  gave 
way,  he  returned  the  flag  to  the  color-bearer  and 
hastened  to  the  right,  but,  before  he  arrived 
there,  received  a  shot  through  the  left  thigh. 
He  rode  behind  the  centre  of  the  regiment,  where 
he  fell  from  his  horse. 

The  Major,  who  went  to  his  assistance,  was 
wounded  in  the  \cg  immediately  afterward.  The 
regiment  fell  back  to  the  woods  in  its  rear,  hav- 
ing received  your  orders  to  do  so. 

The  officers  rallied  as  many  men  as  possible 
around  the  colors  and  retired  in  good  order,  keep- 
ing up  a  steady  fire,  which  considerably  checked 
the  advance  of  the  enemy,  to  the  e%e  of  the 
woods.  The  men  which  they  gathered  here, 
formed  in  line  on  the  right  of  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fifty-seventh  New- York.  The  enemy  had 
followed  them  very  close,  and  when  he  arrived  at 
about  forty  or  fifty  yards'  distance,  they  fired  a 
round  and  retreated  in  good  order  about  one 
hundred  yards.  There  they  stopped  again  and 
fired  two  more  rounds,  which  were  very  effect- 
ive, and  after  which  the  enemy  did  not  follow 
them.  The  march  to  the  rear  was  then  contin- 
ued, until  we  arrived  on  the  ground  where  the 
brigade  was  forming.  At  the  different  halts  .we 
lost  the  balance  of  our  killed  and  wounded, 
making  in  all  a  loss  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-six 
killed,  wounded  and  missing,  which  included 
seven  commissioned  officers.  After  the  regiment 
had  joined  the  brigade,  we  marched  with  the  bri- 
gade under  your  command,  to  the  Chancellor 
House.  I  don't  think  it  necessary  to  say  any 
thing  about  the  further  movements  of  the  regi- 
men^ as  they  have  been  made  under  your  per- 
sonal command  and  observations,  the  regiment 
not  leaving  the  brigade  on  any  detached  dutf. 

I  only  beg  leave  to  say,  as  I  personally  have 
not  been  in  action,  being  at  the  tune  sick  at  Chi- 
cago, niinois,  I  had  to  make  this  report  according 
to  the  statements  I  solicited  from  tne  officers  of 
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my  regiment.  Their  statements,  varied  in  sev- 
eral points,  but  I  have  endeavored  to  make  the 
report  as  correct  as  possible. 

1  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obe- 
dient servant,  Edward  Salomon, 

Iiettten&nt>Colonel  Commiuidlng 

Eighty-Second  Illinois  Volonteen. 

COLONEL  CRAia'S  REPORT. 

OaMP  nAB  POTOMAO  Obkbk,  Va.,  ) 
May  9, 1868.     f 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  the  movements  of  my  command 
since  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  April,  1868,  until 
our  return  to  this  camp : 

Having  complied  with  all  preparatory  orders, 
this  regiment  moved  with  the  brigade  on  the  af- 
ternoon of  Tuesday,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of 
April,  with  twenty-seven  officers  and  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty  men,  and  reached  a  point  below 
Fredericksburgh,  on  the  Rappahannock,  where  we 
bivouacked  for  the  night  The  next  day,  twen- 
ty-ninth of  April,  we  moved  to  the  woods  skirt- 
ing the  river,  where  we  camped  for  two  nights, 
Colonel  McKnight  holding  an  informal  regimental 
muster  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April.  May  first 
we  took  up  the  line  of  march  about  two  o*  clock 
P.M.  for  the  right,  and  halted  within  a  short  dis- 
tance of  United  States  Ford  at  twelve,  midnight 
Soon  after  daylight.  May  second,  we  moved  for- 
ward and  crossed  the  Rappahannock  at  United 
States  Ford  about  noon,  when  we  received  orders 
for  picket-duty,  and  moved  to  a  field  near  Chan- 
cellorsville  tavern,  on  the  plank-road  to  Orange 
Court-House.  At  five  o'clock,  our  orders  being 
countermanded,  we  moved  forward  in  line  of 
battle  near  the  Chancellorsville  brick  mansion^ 
our  batteries  at  that  point  having  been  attacked, 
where  we  received  a  heavy  artillery  fire,  and  re- 
mained there  until  daylight,  the  brigade  at  that 
time  being  moved  to  the  centre,  where  we  were 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  remained  until  after 
noon,  when  we  were  ordered  to  join  the  recon- 
noissance ;  this  we  did  and  returned  about  nine 
P.M.,  and  lay  down  that  night,  Saturday,  to  the 
rear  of  the  batteries,  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
Orange  road,  whilst  the  other  brigades  of  the 
division  were  employed  with  the  night  attack. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  Sunday  we 
moved  a  short  distance  for  the  purpose  of  making 
an  artillery  road  across  a  swampy  piece  of  ground. 
As  we  finished  this,  we  received  a  sweeping 
fire  of  musketry  from  the  enemy,  which  wound- 
ed several  men.  We  then  moved  to  the  rear  of' 
the  batteries  at  the  brick  mansion.  From  this 
point  we  moved  forward  to  the  One  Hundred 
and  Fourteenth  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  on  our 
right,  we  being  the  extreme  left  of  the  brigade, 
and  charged  the  woods  immediately  in  firont  of  the 
battmes,  where  we  were  engaged  for  nearly  two 
hours.  At  the  entrance  to  these  woods,  at  the 
time  we  were  gaining  position.  Colonel  McKnight 
was  shot  through  the  head  and  instantly  killed. 
The  command  of  the  regiment  then  devolved 
upon  ma  It  was  at  this  time  my  r^ment  suf- 
fered its  severe  loss  in  killed  and  wounded.  Dis- 
covering a  movement  by  the  enemy  to  outflank 


our  left,  I  ordered  Lieutenant  Nisbit,  of  company 
B,  to  take  his  men  beyond  the  breastworks. 
This  he  did,  occup3ring  a  position  where  he  killed 
and  wounded  many  of  the  enemy,  thus  assisting 
to  drive  them  from  their  position,  and  for  the 
time  checking  the  movement ;  the  enemy,  how- 
ever, were  reenforoed,  and  the  brigade  was  then 
outflanked  upon  the  right,  when  we  retired  torn 
the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the  batteries,  forminfr 
line  of  battle  immediately  in  the  rear  of  the  brick 
mansion.  From  this  position  we  next  reached 
the  woods,  near  the  Orange  Railroad,  where  we 
remained  alternately  doing  duty  in  the  intrencfa- 
ments  and  to  the  rear  of  the  abattis  of  &llen 
timber,  the  right  wing  being  placed  upon  the 
front  line  of  battle,  it  being  relieved  in  the  morn- 
ing. Our  regiment  took  position  upon  the  third 
line,  where  several  unimportant  movements  took 
place,  but  nothing  of  note  imtil  orders  were  re- 
ceived to  march.  We  were  ready  in  line  from 
eight  P.M.  until  twelve  midnight  of  Tuesday, 
when  we  lay  down  and  rested  for  an  hour.  At 
three  a.m.,  Wednesday,  we  started  for  the  ford, 
which  we  crossed  about  seven  a.m.,  and  returned 
without  particular  event  to  our  camp,  where  we 
arrived  in  order  about  five  p.m.,  with  sixteen 
officers  and  two  hundred  and  twenty  men,  oar 
loss  during  the  entire  operations  being  five  killed, 
sixty-five  wounded,  seven  missing.  Strag^ing 
did  not  occur  at  any  time ;  a  few  men  being  cut 
ofif  fi'om  the  regiment  during  the  retiring,  rejoined 
us  about  four  p.m.  All,  men  and  officers,  seemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  doing  their  duty,  no  in- 
stance of  cowardice  baving  occurred  during  the 
different  engagements ;  all  having  done  so  well, 
I  cannot,  with  justice,  make  particular  mention 
of  individual  bravery.     Very  respectfully, 

C.  A.  Craio, 

LlentenaQt-Colonel  Commandlojr 

One  ilnndred  and  Fifth  BcglnaL 

To  Captain  F.  Kinny, 

A.  a.  O.  First  Brigade,  Flitt  Dlriflioo,  Third  Corp*. 

LBTTER  FROM  GENERAL  BOniMMELFEXKIG. 

HKAnQUAKTxis  Fbst  BaKiiia, ) 

TBtao  IhTBiov,  Elctkhth  Onap&  > 

Abut  or  thx  Potomac,  ^tajlO^  166L ) 

To  Major- General  Sehurz: 

General  :  The  officers  and  men  of  this  bri- 
gade indignantly  seek  my  tent  with  newspapers 
in  their  hands,  and  ask  whether  this  is  the  retain 
they  are  to  expect  for  the  toils  they  have  endured, 
and  the  bravery  they  have  displayed  f  The  most 
infamous  falsehoods  have  been  circulated  by  the 
press  in  reference  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in 
your  division.  It  would  seem  as  if  a  nest  ct  ri- 
pers  had  lain  in  wait  for  a  fiivorable  moment  to 
spit  their  venom  upon  this  corps,  heretofon  so 
highly  respected.  These  reports  would  attnct 
less  attention,  if  they  emanated  merely  from  the 
prurient  fancy  of  those  who  live  by  dipping  their 
pens  in  the  blood  of  the  slain,  instead  of  shoulder- 
ing a  musket  in  defence  of  the  countxT ;  bat  thej 
are  dated  from  the  ^*  Headquarters  of  Gen.  Book- 
er,^' and  signed  by  responsible  names. 

The  reports  of  the  officers  oonunandbg  the 
regiments  of  the  brigade  will  be  sent  in  to* 
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morrov,  and  I  shall  soon  have  the  honor  of 
submitting  my  own ;  but  you  will  allow  me  to 
state  a  few  facts  here,  and  to  ask  satisfaction  for 
my  brigade.  ' 

It  hak  become  known  b^  this  time,  I  hope, 
that  the  First  division,  which  gave  way  on  the 
second  of  May,  (because  assailed  in  front,  in  rear, 
and  in  flank,)  was  that  of  General  Devens,  of 
which  Colonel  Gilsa^s  brigade  fired  a  round  per 
man,  while  General  McLean^s  brigade  did  not  fire 
at  all ;  that  it  was  the  second  line^f  your  dirision 
which,  although  run  down  by  the  First  division, 
changed  fit>nt  fix)m  south  to  west  in  less  than 
two  minutes*  time ;  that  it  was  the  brigade  bat- 
tery, commanded  by  Captain  Dilger,  on  the  left, 
Which  checked  the  heavy  column  of  the  enemy 
pouring  into  us  from  the  front,  and  from  both 
flanks ;  and  that  the  first  line  of  your  division, 
in  connection  with  Colonel  Buschbeck^s  brieade 
of  General  Stcinwehr*s  division,  formed  behind 
two  of  my  regiments — ^the  Eighty-second  Illinois, 
Colonel  Heckcr,  and  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty- 
seventh  New-York,  Colonel   Brown — ^and  occu- 
pied the  rifle-pits,  the  Second  brigade,  of  the 
Second  division  having  been  detached  from  the 
corps  at  this  critical  moment  by  command  of 
M^or-General  Hooker. 

Your  two  brigades,  and  those  of  Colonel  Busch- 
beck,  together  comprising  not  quite  four  thousand 
muskets,  alone  received  the  entire  shock  of  the 
battle,  and  held  the  enemy  in  check  for  at  least 
an  hour.  Colonel  Gilsa^s  and  General  McLean* s 
brigades  could  not  be  re-formed.  Captain  Chas. 
W.  Dietrich,  my  Assistant  Adjutant-General, 
seized  the'colors  of  one  of  the  regiments  of  Gen. 
McLean,  and  endeavored  in  vain  to  rally  the  bat- 
talion. 

The  three  brigades  above  named,  although 
both  their  flanks  were  turned,  stood  their  ground 
until  a  sufficient  time  had  elapsed  for  the  corps 
behind  them  to  come  to  their  assistance,  and 
take  a  position  in  their  rear. 

Your  command  did  ever^  thing  that  could  have 
been  expected  under  the  circumstances.  Foi'  the 
surprise  on  the  flanks  and  the  rear,  in  broad  day- 
light, by  a  force  outnumbering  us  four  to  one, 
the  responsibility  falls  not  on  the  Third  division, 
holding  the  centre,  but  upon  the  First  division, 
which  held  the  right  wing,  and  upon  those  whose 
duty  it  was  to  anticipate  such  a  contingency,  and 
to  prepare  for  it 

My  report  will  prove  to  demonstration  that  my 
brigade  and  the  Third  division  did  all  that  was 
possible  to  avert  the  catastrophe  which  ensued. 
The  only  reconnoissances  undertaken  were  made 
by  my  brigade,  and  the  hostile  movements  were 
reported  by  me  full  two  hours  before  the  bpening 
of  the  engagement 

Genera^  I  am  an  old  soldier.  Up  to  this  hour 
I  have  been  proud  of  commanding  tl\e  brave  men 
of  this  brigade ;  but  I  am  convinced  that  if  the 
infamous  lies  uttered  about  us  are  not  retracted, 
and  satisfaction  given,  their  good-will  and  sol- 
dierly spirit  will  be  broken,  and  I  shall  no  longer 
see  myself  at  the  head  of  the  same  brave  men 
whom  I  have  heretofore  had  the  honor  to  load. 


In  the  name  of  the  good  cause  of  the  country, 
therefore,  I  demand  satisfaction.  If  our  superior 
ofiicers  are  not  in  possession  of  all  the  facts,  I 
ask  for  an  inquiry ;  if  they  are,  I  denmnd  that 
those  who  have  maligned  the  division  be  ex- 
cluded from  our  lines  by  a  general  order,  and 
the  names  of  the  authors  of  the  calumny  made 
known  to  me  and  my  brigade,  to  enable  us  to 
odl  them  to  account  for  their  fklse  representa- 
tions. Very  respectfully, 

A.    SCHIMMELFENKIG, 
Brig.-0«neral,  Commanding  First  Brigade,  Third  Dlvialon. 
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LETTER  FROM  MAJOR  FRUEAUFP. 

HSIDQUARTSM  Or  0X1  HdHDRKD  and  FlFTT-TBIKD 

Rmimuit,  Pa.  Vols.,  Camp  nbab  Brook 
Statiov,  Vikoihia,  May  16, 1808. 

Colonel  Samuel  Tohe^  Pronoet-Marehal  of  Taen- 
ty-third  Congressional  District,  Boston,  Pa.  : 
Colonel  :  Inasmuch  as  you  are  the  power  ap- 
pointed to  watch  over  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  home,  and  to  sustain  the  army  in  the 
field,  both  by  sending  men  forward,  and  by  pro- 
tecting those  in  the  same  from  the  slanders  of 
traitors  and  the  lying  tongues  of  misnamed 
friends,  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  you  a  truth- 
ful account  of  the  doings  of  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Fifty-third  regiment,  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers, during  the  unsuccessful  reconnoissance 
across  the  Rappahanock. 

It,  with  the  other  regiments  of  the  Eleventh 
corps,  broke   camp  on  Monday,  April  twenty- 
seventh,  and  marched  to  the  neighborhood  of 
Uartwood  Church.     On  Tuesday  morning  at  four 
o^clock,  after  a  short  night^s  rest,  moved  on  to 
KcUy^s  Ford,  arriving  there  at  noon.     On  this 
second  day  of  the  march,  which  you,  as  an  old 
soldier,  well  know  is  always  the  most  trying,  the 
regiment  did  well,  and  the  stragglers  from  it 
formed  a  very  small  number  of  those  brought  up 
in  the  rear  by  the  provost-guard.     On  the  same 
evening  at  eleven  o  clock,  camp  was  broken,  and 
in  silence,  our  corps  was  the  first  to  cross  the 
pontoons,  and  penetrate  the  darkness  and  swamps 
of  the  southern  side  of  the  Rappahannock,  where 
but  a  few  hours'  rest  were  given,  when  we  moved 
on,  proceeding,  during  Wednesday,  to  the  Rapi- 
dan  River,  near  Germania  Mills.     Again,  in  the 
night,  between  one  and  four,  amidst  a  heavy 
n^in,  did  the  corps  cross  upon  a  narrow  and  dan- 
gerous bridge,  momentarily  expecting  an  attack, 
having,  during  the  day,  had  our  rear  harassed 
by  some  of  the  rebel  artillery.  .  Thursday,  we 
advanced  along  the  plank-road  to  its  junction 
with  the  turnpike  at   Peck^s  farm,  about  two 
miles  west  of  Chancellorsville.    During  Thursday 
night  full  rest  was  given,  and  on  Friday,  General 
Howard  made  the  disposition  of  our  corps  in 
three  lines  of  battle.     To  the  First  brigade.  First 
division.  Colonel  L.  Gilsa  commanding,  was  given 
the  extreme  right,  and  was  posted  as  follows: 
On  the  left,  in  line  of  battle  behind  some  brush- 
heaps  on  the  far  side  of  the  turnpike  road,  the 
Forty-first  New- York  volunteers  in  line  of  battle. 
Then  the  Forty-fifth  New- York  volunteers  in  the 
same  line,  and  supporting  a  section  of  artillery 
commanding  the  road.    From  the  cannon  and  the 
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right  of  the  Forty-fifth  New-York,  at  right  angles 
to  the  turnpike,  through  the  woods  and  across  a 
road  leading  into  the  turnpike;  supported  on  the 
right  by  the  Fifty-fourth  New-York  volunteers, 
stood  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Pennsyl- 
vania volunteers,  more  as  a  close  line  of  skir- 
mishers, than  a  regular  line  of  battle,  being  or- 
dered to  stand  three  feet  apart.     In  this  position 
Saturday  noon  found  them.     Information  was 
brought  that  an  attack  was  expected  on  the  right 
flank,  and  skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  into 
the  woods,  who,  about  five  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, reported  that  the  rebels  were  massing  and 
approaching.     Hardly  had  the  information  been 
brought  in,  and  the  line  called  into  readiness, 
when  the  tooting  of  numberless  small  bugles  was 
heard,  the  whizzing  of  balls  began,  and  the  ex- 
plosion of  shells  over  and  alongside  of  every  body 
clearlv  demonstrated  that  "the  rebels  were  in 
force,"  a  fa<5t  which  the  thirty-five  men  of  cavalry 
allowed  for  the  protection  of  the  extreme  right  of 
the  whole  army  of  the  Potomac  had  heretofore 
not  been  able  to  discover.     The  rebels  advanced, 
closed  in  mass  on  the  three  sides  of  the  right  with 
their  whole  force  concentrated  on  the  one  point 
of  our  long  line,  enfilading  the  brush  breastworks 
behind  which  the  brigade  was  placed,  and  rush- 
mg  over  the  cleared  space  in  front  of  the  lines.    Af- 
ter the  first  volley,  the  Forty-fifth  New- York, 
accompanied  by  the  two  pieces  of  artillery,  sought 
refuge  in  a  very  rapid  change  of  base,  and  soon 
after,  the  Fifty-fourth  New- York  also  retired. 
After  both  supports  had  withdrawn  in  mass,  the 
One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Pennsylvania  vol- 
unteers still  stood  and  gave,  as  a  regiment,  a 
parting  volley,  which  rebel  prisoners  report  to 
have  fearfully  mowed  down  the  ranks  of  the  ad- 
vancing First  Virginia  brigade.     Then  the  order 
to  retreat  was  given,  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Fifty-third  certainly  withdrew  for  the  purpose  of 
having  men  left  to  fight  again.     Several  vain  at- 
tempts were  made  to  rally  the  retiring  forces  of 
the  Eleventh  corps ;  but  preceded  on  the  retreat 
by  the  brigades  and  divisions  farthest  from  the 
enemy,  it  was  impossible  to  find  the  requisite 
cover  behind  a  line  of  our  own  forces,  before  ar- 
riving within  the  lines  of  the  Twelfth  and  Fifth 
corps.     As  soon  as  any,  the  First  brigade,  and 
with  it  the  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-third  Penn- 
sylvania volunteers,  was  rallied,  and  spent  the 
greater  part  of  the  night  in  throwing  up  rifle- 
pits,  and  on  Sunday  morning  were  moved  again 
into  the  front  line  of  intrenchments  opposite  the 
centre  of  General  Hooker's  line  of  battle,  where 
they  remained  until  Wednesday  morning,  when 
our  corps  covered  the  withdrawal  of  his  army  to 
the  other  side.     On  Wednesday,  in  the  midst  of 
a  terrible  rain  and  natural  condition  of  Virginia 
mud,  we  returned  to  our  former  camp  near  Brook 
Station,  where  we  are  rapidly  recuperating  our 
much  tired  bodies. 

From  the  time  we  left  Brook  Station  until  I  re- 
joined the  regiment,  I  was  Acting  Assistant  In- 
spector-General on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Devens,  com- 
manding the  First  division.  In  my  capacity  of  aid, 
I  had  very  firequent  opportunies  by  day  and  by 


night  of  seeing  every  one  of  the  regiments  in  tius 
division.     At  all  times  and  imder  all  drcumstan- 
ces,I  found  both  the  officers  and  men  of  my  regi^ 
ment  in  the  best  of  spirits,  and  no  regiment  in  the^ 
corps  went  more  gladly  to  battle,  or  more  che^- 
fully  submitted  to  privations.   During  the  engage- 
ment itself^  I  had  but  one  distant  glimpse  of  the 
regiment,  as  I  ordered  up  the  Seventy-fifth  Ohio 
to  the  support  of  Colonel  Gilsa,  my  position  keep- 
ing me  near  General  Devens.      Colonel  GiL», 
however,  himself  every  inch  a  soldier  and  brave 
man,  although  early  wounded  and  bruised  by  the 
fall  of  his  horse,  was,  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  fight,  immediately  behind  the  regiment,  and 
to  myself,  as  well  as  to  General  Howard,  in  mv 
presence,  expressed  the  greatest  satisfaction  with 
the  behavior  of  his  "newr^ment,"  asineveiy 
way  brave  and  soldierly,  and  his  only  sorrow  is 
so  soon  to  lose  us  by  the  expiration  of  our  time 
of  service.     On  Sunday  morning,  hearing  that 
Colonel  Glanz  was  missing,  and  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Dachradt  wounded  so  as  to  be  unable  to 
take  the  command,  I  asked  leave  to  return  to 
the  regiment  and  share  with  it  all  further  expo- 
sures and  perils,  and  have  since  then  been  in  com- 
mand of  the  same.     During  Monday  morning  ire 
had  a  very  lively  brush  witii  a  line  of  rebel  skir- 
mishers on  an  opposite  hill,  and  I  had  every  oppor- 
tunity of  seeing  the  coolness  and  determination 
nearly  unanimously  evinced,  and  feeling  proud  of 
the  spirit  animating  our  Northampton  Countj 
boys.     At  such  times  to  particularize  would  he 
improper;  suffice  it  to  say  that  no  ** officer  was 
shot  by  a  private,  and  no  private  cut  down  by  ao 
officer."    Those  who  have  &llen — and,  alas!  wc 
mourn  a  number  of  such — ^have  fallen  in  the  no- 
ble discharge  of  their  duties,  slain  by  the  hands 
of  traitors ;  those  who  have  been  wounded,  have 
received  honorable  wounds  by  the  shots  of  rebels; 
and  those  who  are  prisoners  are  now  in  the  hands 
of  "  our  Southern  brethren,"  not  in  consequence 
of  their  own  faults,  but  by  flie  fortunes  of  war. 
Hoping  this  exposition  may  set  to  rest  all  slan- 
ders, and  assure  every  true  and  loyal  patriot  that 
he  need  not  in  nowise  be  ashamed  or  should  sneer 
at  **  Colonel  Glanz^s  regiment  of  Pennsylvania 
volunteers,"  and  desiring  you,  for  the  sake  of 
justice  to  your  fellow-dtizens  now  in  the  fit)nt 
rank  of  the  army,  bravely  battling  for  all  they 
hold  dear  at  home,  to  publish  this  letter  in  all  the 
newspapers  of  Northampton  County. 

Very  respectfully,         J.  F.  Fbceautf, 

MiUor  Oommanding  One  Hundred  and  VUly-Udrd  FeonsylTaola 
Volunteers. 

CONORATCLATORT  ORDER  OF  GENERAL  HOOKER 

•  Hbaoqvabtbrs  or  nn  Aairr  or  mu  PMtnuc,  I 

May  «,  1S68.  f 

The  following  order  has  been  issued  by  Ma|oi^ 
General  Hooker : 

GENERAL  ORDERS  Na  «. 

HBAOQUABIBaS  OT  THB  ASMT  OT  THI  POfOaC^  [ 

ICaj«,18aS.  f 

The  Major-General  Commanding  tenders  to 
this  army  his  congratulations  on  its  achievenMots 
of  the  last  seven  days. 
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If  it  has  not  accomplished  all  that  was  expect- 
ed, the  reasons  are  well  known  to  the  army. 

It  is  sufficient  to  say  they  were  of  a  character 
not  to  be  foreseen  or  prevented  by  human  saga- 
city or  resources. 

in  withdrawing  from  the  south  bank  of  the 
Rappahannock  before  delivering  a  general  battle 
to  our  adversaries,  the  army  has  given  renewed 
evidence  of  its  confidence  in  itself  and  its  fidelity 
to  the  principles  it  represeilts. 

In  fighting  at  a  disadvantage  we  would  have 
been  recreant  to  our  trust,  to  ourselves,  our 
cause,  and  our  country.  Profoundly  loyal,  and 
conscious  of  its  strength,  the  army  of  the  Poto- 
mac will  give  or  decline  battle  whenever  its  in- 
terest or  honor  may  demand. 

It  will  also  be  the  guardian  of  its  own  history 
and  its  own  honor. 

By  our  celerity  and  secrecy  of  movement  our 
advance  and  passage  of  the  rivers  were  undis- 
puted, and  on  our  witiidrawal  not  a  rebel  ven- 
tured to  follow. 

The  events  of  the  last  week  may  swell  with 
pride  the  hearts  of  every  officer  and  soldier  of 
this  army. 

We  have  added  new  laurels  to  its  former  re- 
nown. We  have  made  long  marches,  crossed 
rivers,  surprised  the  enemy  in  his  intrench- 
ments,  and  wherever  we  have  fought  we  have 
inflicted  heavier  blows  than  we  have  received. 

We  have  taken  from  the  enemy  five  thousand 
prisoners  and  fifteen  colors,  captured  and  brought 
off  seven  pieces  of  artillery,  and  placed  hon  de 
combat  eighteen  thousand  of  his  chosen  troops. 
We  have  destroyed  his  depots  filled  with  vast 
amounts  of  stores,  damaged  his  communications, 
captured  prisoners  within  the  fortifications  of  his 
capital,  and  filled  his  country  with  fear  and  con- 
sternation. 

We  have  no  other  regret  than  that  caused  by 
the  loss  of  our  brave  companions,  and  in  this  we 
are  consoled  by  the  conviction  that  they  have 
fallen  in  the  holiest  cause  ever  submitted  to  the 
arbitrament  of  battle. 

By  command  of        Major-General  Hooker. 

S.  Williams, 

Aariifpt  A^lQtant-GeneraL 

PORTLAND  "DAILY  PRESS"  ACCOUNT. 

ELmMTH  C0BF8  Arut  or  ths  Potoxao,  } 
Blay  8, 1668.  f 

To  ths  Editor  of  the  Press : 

On  Saturday,  May  second,  General  Hooker's 
headquarters  were  at  Chancellorsville.  The  Elev- 
enth Corps  was  in  position  on  the  right  of  the 
army,  and  two  miles  toward  Gordonsville  on  the 
plaiJt-road,  at  a  place  called  DowdalFs  Tavern, 

Rappahannock. 


Reynolds 
Jadtton*s  Advance 
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Hoirard  :Sloeam 

:  : ^Plank-road 

o Sickle*? 

Dowd  :  all*!    :  ChancellonTlIle 
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where  the  old  turnpike  joins  the  plank-road  at 
little  less  than  a  right  angle.  There  had  been 
some  apprehension  that  the  enem}'  would  at- 
tempt to  turn  the  right  flank  of  our  army.  The 
Eleventh  Corps  was  therefore  so  disposed  as  to 
front  in  three  directions— ^no  third  facing  like 
the  rest  of  the  army,  one  third  having  its  line 
nearly  perpendicular  to  this  and  to  tlie  plank- 
road,  and  the  remainder  of  the  line,  situated  on 
the  extreme  right,  being  almost  perpendicular  to 
that  portion  upon  its  immediate  left,  and  intend- 
ed to  meet  the  enemy  should  he  succeed  in 
marching  entirely  around  the  army,  and  make 
the  attack  from  the  old  turnpike,  or  still  further 
to  our  right  by  coming  through  the  woods.  The 
first  front  was  tried  on  Friday  evening ;  but  then 
General  Howard  had  a  strong  position  for  artil- 
lery, and  very  little  impression  was  made.  Rifle- 
pils  had  been  extended  along  our  entire  front, 
and  every  eligible  position  for  artillery  was  occu- 
pied. There  was  a  moderate  elevation  in  the 
centre  of  the  opening  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Dow- 
dalFs  Tavern,  (General  Howard's  headquarters,) 
where  a  second  line  of  rifle-pits  was  made  to  be 
held  by  the  reserve  brigade,  and  here  the  re- 
serve artillery  was  located.  General  Hooker 
often  expressed  his  confidence  that  he  could 
hold  this  position,  even  if  driven  fi*om  his  front 
lines.  The  great  extent  of  the  front  allowed 
only  one  brigade  to  be  held  in  reserve. 

In  the  afternoon  our  scouts  reported  that  the 
rebels  were  marching  toward  the  right  across 
the  plank-road  at  right  angles.  Word  also  came 
from  headquarters  of  the  army,  that  the  enemy 
was  moving  towards  Gordonsville.  Slocum  and 
Sickles  thereupon  moved  upon  their  rear  and 
right  flank,  and  met  with  considerable  resist- 
ance. Sickles  lay  next  to  the  Eleventh  corps  on 
its  left ;  but  when  he  advanced,  bore  to  the  lef!;, 
leaving  a  gap.  He  sent  to  General  Howard,  ask- 
ing for  support,  saying  he  had  found  a  por- 
tion of  the  enemy  intrenched,  and  was  going  to 
attack  them.  General  Howard  sent  him  word 
that  he  would  support  him,  and  sent  a  staff- 
officer  to  ascertain  the  exact  locality  of  General 
Sickles*s  line  of  battle,  in  order  to  join  it  upon 
the  right  At  this  time  he  received  an  order 
from  General  Hooker  to  send  a  brigade  to  Gene- 
ral Sickles.  He  had  only  the  reserve,  Bolan's 
brigade,  and  that  the  best  of  his  corps,  consist- 
ing partly  of  Ohio  and  Massachusetts  troops, 
under  a  most  brave  and  thorough  officer. 

There  was  no  alternative,  and  General  Howard 
conducted  the  brigade  to  its  position  in  person, 
taking  some  prisoners  on  the  way. 

General  Howard  galloped  back  to  his  headquar- 
ters with  the  greatest  speed;  and  it  was  fortunate 
that  he  made  no  delay,  for  within  five  minutes 
after  his  return  a  couple  of  shots  from  two  of  our 
rifled  cannon  located  on  the  right,  upon  the  old 
turnpike,  announced  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity. 
Soon  a  terrific  storm  of  musketry  confirmed  the 
belief  that  the  rebels  had  attacked  our  right  flank. 
The  General  and  staff  were  in  the  saddle  and  gal- 
loping to  the  point  of  attack  without  a  moment's 
delay ;  but  before  the  General  got  there  the  right 
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brigade  (German)  had  given  way  and  was  pour- 
ing back  in  utter  rout  As  he  went  along  Grene- 
ral  Howard  changed  the  direction  of  a  brigade,  so 
that  it  would  face  the  enemy  coming  from  the 
right  He  also  sent  directions  to  the  artillery, 
which  now  opened  a  most  destructive  fire  upon 
the  impetuous  foe.  But  now  he  found  it  neces- 
sary to  use  every  effort,  both  in  person  and  by 
employing  staff-officers,  to  rally  the  broken  regi- 
ments. A  panic  had  seized  the  brigade  second 
from  the  right,  (McLean^s  American.)  A  few 
shells  striking  among  them,  the  overwhelming 
charge  of  the  rebels,  accompanied  by  their  tri- 
umphant yells,  the  rushing  back  of  the  routed 
troops,  all  so  sudden  and  bewildering,  seemed  to 
turn  the  heads  of  many  of  the  officers  as  well  as 
men. 

General  Devens,  who  commanded  the  division 
first  attacked,  was  badly  wounded  while  endea- 
voring to  rally  his  command.  The  panic  was 
communicated  to  the  division  of  Major-General 
Schurz — the  two  rified  cannon  contributing  to 
the  same  end,  as  the  shot  came  tearing  through 
one  of  his  regiments  in  retreat  General  Schurz 
had  received  his  instructions  how  and  where  to 
form  in  case  of  an  attack  upon  the  right.  Only 
two  of  his  regiments,  however,  fell  back  fighting 
and  in  order. 

Three  r^ments  under  Colonel  Buschbeck,  and 
located  on  the  left  of  the  line,  held  their  position 
bravely,  and  fought  till  they  were  completely  out- 
flanked. They  held  their  ground  so  well,  although 
compelled  to  take  the  outside  of  their  defences, 
(the  enemy  coming  opposite  to  their  proper  front,) 
that  some  of  our  artillery  was  enabled  to  bring  a 
most  destructive  fire  upon  the  rebels  as  they 
came  tumbling  and  rushing  furiously  on. 

The  artillery  held  to  the  last,  and  indeed  some 
pieces  were  lost  by  the  killing  of  the  horses. 

Every  effort  was  made  to  rally  the  troops  all 
the  way  along,  and  especially  when  any  possible 
position  presented  itself,  such  as  a  fence  or  thick 
woods.  All  was  in  vaia,  and  when  Colonel  Busch- 
beck had  been  forced  to  retire.  General  Howard 
then  passed  to  the  rear  of  Berry's  division,  and 
there  first  succeeded  in  halting  and  rallying  the 
corps.  General  Hooker  had  located  General 
Berry  in  the  rear  in  order  to  prevent  the  further 
advance  of  the  enemy.  His  veteran  troops  stood 
firmly. 

About  the  time  the  retreating  and  compound 
masses  of  the  Eleventh  corps  passed  the  line  of 
General  Berry,  the  otlier  two  divisions  of  Sickles's 
corps,  which  had  been  pushed  far  out  on  the  left, 
finding  themselves  outflanked,  marched  back  and 
changing  front  met  the  pursuing  rebels  at  the 
left  It  was  now  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
The  enemy  met  everywhere  a  stable  line  of  battle ; 
several  full  batteries  opened  from  a  hill  in  rear 
of  Berry's  line ;  they  were  checked  at  every  point 
General  Howard  lost  no  time  in  rallying  and  col- 
lecting the  troops  of  his  command,  and  when  the 
furious  attack  was  made  upon  Berry  about  mid- 
nii^lkt  he  marched  them  forward  to  the  support. 
At  tliat  time  the  fire  from  all  the  butteries  was  a 
splendid  spectacle,  and  must  have  been  terrific  to 


a  foe  attempting  to  approach  in  the  &ce  of  it 
They  were  soon  driven  back,  as  they  were  in  ev- 
ery similar  attempt,  and  there  were  several  dur- 
ing the  night 

Before  leaving  that  day's  account  I  cannot  fail 
to  mention  the  death  of  Captain  Dessous,  one  of 
General  Howard's  aids-de-camp.  He  fell,  shot 
through  the  body,  while  bravely  halting  and  ral- 
lying one  of  the  fleeing  regiments.  He  showed 
no  regard  for  personal  safety  in  his  zeal  for  the 
cause  and  was  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  exe- 
cute  the  orders  and  fulfil  the  desires  of  his  Gen- 
eral. 

Between  two  and  three  in  the  morning,  Gene- 
ral Hooker  settled  upon  a  rearrangement  of  hi:i 
lines,  and  the  Eleventh  corps  took  the  extreme 
left  resting  on  the  river.  The  First  corps  which 
had  crossed  last,  formed  the  right  and  also  rested 
on  the  river  at  United  States  Ford.  Then  came 
the  Fifth,  then  the  Third,  the  Twelfth,  and  the 
Second,  which  touched  the  right  of  the  Elcrenth 
and  was  mostly  in  reserve.  The  right  of  the  Eler- 
enth  was  now  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  fhxn 
Chancellorsville,  near  the  Ely's  Ford  road.  (>n 
Sunday  morning  the  battle  opened  in  front  of 
Meade,  (Fifth  corps ;)  one  of  his  bribes  went 
into  the  woods  and  fought  desperately.  Artilleir 
cooperated  from  a  good  position  on  the  right,  and 
for  a  while  the  roar  of  battle  was  truly  deafening. 
Much  of  the  Second  corps  supported'  Meade  on 
his  left,  and  in  his  entire  division.  They  drore 
the  rebels  at  every  point,  and  Carroll's  brigade 
went  through  the  woods  in  the  pursuit  till  they 
reached  the  rifle-pits  which  had  been  abandontil 
by  the  Eleventh  corps  the  evening  before.  They 
could  not  retain  so  advanced  a  position,  however, 
especially  as  the  rebels  had  miule  meanwhile  an 
overwhelming  onset  upon  what  was  now  our  cen- 
tre, in  front  of  Chancellorsville.  The  Third  wrp^ 
was  driven  from  its  position.  Even  the  line  of 
General  Berry  was  compelled  to  yield,  and  the 
brave  and  gallant  General  here  gave  up  his  life 
for  his  country.  The  Twelfth  corps  also  gave 
way,  and  Chancellorsville  was  given  up — the  Third 
and  Twelfth  retiring  under  cover  of  Sumner's  odd 
division  of  the  Second  corps,  now  commanded  bj 
Hancock. 

General  Hooker  kept  his  headquarters  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, until  the  shot  and  shells  flew  about 
him  like  a  storm  of  enormous  hail-stones.  TheM 
projectiles,  unlike  hail-stones,  however,  bad  fear- 
ful explosive  quality,  and  all  carried  a  destnicticn 
in  their  path  which  comparisons  fail  to  convey  to 
the  mind.     There  were  ladies  at  the  ChaQa'lI^T 
House.     They  were  taken  away  by  Lieutenant 
Colonel  Dickenson  of  Hooker's  stafi^  after  the 
firing  became  very  hot  One  of  the  ladies  fainted. 
It  was  a  forlorn  sight,  to  see  that  troupe  pasMo;: 
through  our  lines  at  such  a  time.     Soon  aflor 
they  left,  the  house,  which  was  a  lar^  and  ele 
gant  mansion,  took  fire  and  burned  to  the  ground- 
Again  our  lines  were    reconstructed.     Va 
fierceness  of  the  fight  was  over  before  noon.  Th» 
Twelfth  was  put  upon  the  left  of  the  Elcrenth 
corps,  sharing  its  line  all  the  way.     The3»e  two 
corps  now^  formed  one  side  of  a  triangW  rB>t:i^ 
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upon  the  Rappamuinock  on  the  left.  The  riyer 
was  the  hase  of  the  triangle — ^tho  foot  between 
Slocum  and  United  States  Ford,  about  a  mile  and 
I  half  The  other  side  of  the  triangle  was  formed 
bj  the  Fu-st  and  Fifth  corps.  The  Second  and 
Third  were  accumulated  at  the  angle,  which  was 
clewed  ground  about  a  two-storied  white  house 
near  which  were  Hooker^s  headquarters,  upon 
the  Ely's  Ford  road  not  far  from  where  the  Unit- 
ed States  Ford  road  (along  which  ]»j  the  First 
corps)  forms  a  junction  with  it  Here  was  a 
strong  position  for  artillery,  and  it  was  undoubt- 
edly die  key  to  the  position  of  the  army  as  now 
located.  This  was  the  position  Monday  and 
Tuesday. 

On  Monday  night  a  council  of  war  was  held  at 
General  Hooker's  headquarters.  It  was  decided 
to  withdraw  the  army  Tuesday  night  I  shall 
be  allowed  to  say  that  this  decision  was  certainly 
not  unanimous.  On  Monday  and  Tuesday  the 
line  of  the  Eleventh  corps  was  several  times  tried, 
but  they  held  their  position  behind  the  strong 
defences  which  had  been  constructed  of  logs  and 
earth,  and  easily  repelled  every  attempt  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter.  General  Howard  was 
several  times  a  target  for  rebel  sharp-shooters,  as 
be  would  not  go  out  of  sight  of  his  front  line. 
The  horse  of  his  Adjutant-General  was  shot  un- 
der him  as  he  rode  by  the  side  of  the  General  on 
Tuesday. 

On  taking  this  line  on  the  left  General  Howard 
obtained  by  request  of  General  Couch  the  Sixty- 
fourth  New-York  regiment — one  of  those  which 
followed  him  at  Fair  Oaks — and  posted  it  in  the 
rear  of  Gilsa's  brigade,  which  was  the  first  to 
break  the  Saturday  before,  with  instructions  to 
shoot  every  man  who  ran  back.  The  Sixty-fourth 
greeted  the  General  with  a  cheer,  and  he  knew 
that  they  would  not  only  obey  orders,  but  would 
never  leave  their  position. 

On  Tuesday  evening  at  eight  o'clock  the  army 
was  to  begin  the  crossing ;  but  the  storm  carried 
away  the  bridges,  and  it  was  three  a.m.  before 
the  Eleventh  corps  started.  The  Eleventh  was 
the  last  to  leave  its  position.  The  Fifth  was  drawn 
up  at  the  bridge-head,  to  repel  any  attack  while 
the  other  troops  were  crossing.  A  kind  Provi- 
dence prevented  any  disaster.  In  fact,it  is  thought 
that  the  rebels  retreated  the  same  night  I  will 
not  here  discuss  the  wisdom  of  these  proceedings. 
I  trust  we  shall  soon  be  in  motion  again,  and  to- 
ward the  rebel  army,  and  that  the  Eleventh  corps 
will  have  an  early  opportunity  to  win  a  more  de- 
sirable reputation  than  it  now  has — and  this  I 
confidently  expect  Weul* 

BOSTON  "JOUBNAL**  AOCOUNT. 

WABHiiroTON,  Mfty  7, 1868. 

iSated  and  depressed.  Cheered  and  chagrined. 
Exultant  and  desponding.  The  rebels  were  be- 
tween two  fires.  Hooker  had  them  just  where 
he  wanted  them.  They  could  not  retreat  They 
would  be  annihilated.  The  Rebellion  was  nearly 
at  an  end.    Such  was  the  talk — the  feeling.   All 

*  Od«  of  General  Howard*!  Btalt 
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is  now  changed.    The  army  is  back  in  its  camp. 
The  victory  that  was  to  be  is  not 

It  will  be  my  endeavor  to  present  a  condensed 
review  of  the  two  armies,  commencing  with  last 
Saturday,  sifting,  with  what  ability  I  may  have, 
the  true  from  the  false,  using  officii^  information. 

Saturday  Morning. —  The  single  house  which 
makes  Chancellorsville  is  at  a  crossing  of  roads 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Gordonsville  plank-road 
and  the  old  Orange  county  turnpike.  Standing 
on  the  piazza  and  looking  south,  you  look  direct- 
ly down  the  old  turnpike  road  to  Scott*  s  Run. 
As  you  face  south,  the  Rappahannock  is  at  your 
back.  It  is  five  miles  to  United  States  Ford.  In 
front  of  the  house  and  west  of  it,  along  the  plank- 
road,  is  a  small  field ;  all  the  rest  is  woods.  In 
this  field  is  an  immense  train  of  artillery,  ammu- 
nition-wagons, cavalry,  ambulances,  supplies,  hos- 
pitals, and  troops.  Here  are  General  Hooker^s 
headquarters  —  the  grand  centre  of  a  hundred 
thousand  men  —  the  brain  which  thinks  for  them 
all. 

Go  out  two  miles  west  on  the  plank-road,  past 
Dowdairs  tavern,  and  you  come  to  the  Eleventh 
army  corps,  commanded  by  Howard,  mostly 
German  troops.  Howard  has  had  them  but  a  few 
days  —  knows  but  little  of  them,  and  they  but 
little  of  him  —  but  there  is  sterling  merit  in  both 
troops  and  commander. 

His  position  is  intrenched  toward  the  south. 
It  is  in  the  woods,  and  the  great  trees  are  felled, 
rolled  up  as  a  backwoodsman  builds  a  log- 
fence.  Nearer  to  the  house,  on  the  morning  of 
Saturday,  stood  the  Third  corps.  General  Sickles ; 
but  in  the  afternoon  a  portion  of  it  advanced, 
directly  south,  nearly  five  miles.  Berry  and 
Whipple,  with  their  divisions  of  this  corps,  re- 
main. Bimey,  with  Berdan*s  sharp-shooters 
firom  Whipple's  division,  also  go  south. 

Right  at  the  house,  and  east  of  it,  is  the  Twelfth 
corps,  Slocum*s.  JVilliams's  division  of  this 
corps  joins  Bimey  and  Berdan,  the  whole  under 
Sickles. 

East  of  Slocum^s  is  the  Fifth  corps,  Meade's. 
Behind  Slocum  and  Meade  is  the  Second  corps, 
Couch,  holding  the  left,  that  the  enemy  may  not 
make  a  grand  rush  and  secure  the  pontoons  at 
United  States  Ford. 

The  hour  is  Saturday  afternoon — almost  night 
The  First  corps,  Reynolds,  is  just  crossing  the 
river  at  the  ford.  He  turns  his  column  west,  and 
is  four  miles  in  rear  of  Howard.  A  diagram  will 
present  the  position  thus  to  the  eye :  [For  dia- 
gram, see  page  694, — Ed.] 

Howard  has  advanced  from  his  morning  posi- 
tion, and  is  pretty  well  out  toward  Sickles.  In- 
stead of  being  two  miles  west  of  the  Chancellor 
House,  he  is  three  mUes  south-west 

All  through  Friday  night  Howard  has  heard  a 
confused  sound  south  and  west  of  him,  in  the 
woods ;  the  rattle  of  wagons,  the  clatter  of  axes, 
men's  voices,  the  low  words  of  a  multitude.  Two 
days  ago  the  entire  rebel  army  was  ten  miles  east 
but  now  it  is  passing  west  There  are  guesses 
that  Lee  is  retreating  to  Gordonsville. 

It  is  like  breaking  a  walking-stick  by  striking 
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Old  road  by  irbich  JackBon  advanced  from  Fredericluburgh. 

it  on  end  with  a  sledge-hammer.  Not  that,  either, 
but  the  crumbling  and  flying  of  a  stick  of  brittle 
candy.  The  dirision  melted  away  like  a  straw 
in  a  candle  flame.  Howard  was  on  the  left,  with 
General  DeTens.  He  ralKed  the  two  remaining 
divisions.  For  a  few  moments  they  resisted  the 
shock,  but,  like  the  fiiUing  of  a  shattered  wall 
when  the  masonry  is  loosened,  like  the  washing 
away  of  a  dam  where  the  water  has  swept  out 
the  first  grain  of  sand,  the  line  dissolved. 

General  Howard  was  left  almost  alone.  He 
begged,  threatened,  strove  with  all  his  might,  did 
allUiat  man  could  do,  but  the  panic  was  on  the 
men.  Away  they  went  toward  Ghancellorsville, 
through  Berry  and  Whipple,  through  the  mixed 
crowd  on  the  fifty-acre  lot  of  cleared  land,  im- 
parting the  panic  to  teamsters,  to  artillerymen, 
and  ambulance-drivers.  They  have  left  eight 
pieces  of  artillery  behind.  The  renudnder  of  their 
suns  are  coming  down  the  narrow  roadway  as 
ustas  the  drivers  can  hurry  their  horses  with 
lash  and  spur. 

It  is  sundown.  A  critical  moment  in  the  his- 
tory of  this  nation.  It  is  not  a  Bull  Run  stam- 
p^e,  with  no  enemy  in  pursuit ;  not  the  close  of 
a  hard-fought  batUe,  but  the  beginning  of  one, 
with  a  fierce,  exultant,  determined  host  advanc- 
ing. The  river  roaring  in  its  might,  just  bursting 
through  the  breach,  must  be  dammed  in  an  in- 
stant    The  flood  must  be  stopped  at  once  or  all 


is  lost  There  has  been  no  moment  like  it  durinj; 
the  war.  It  was  a  critical  hour — that  san<it 
hour  on  Sunday  at  Pittsburgh  Ljuiding,  but  there 
the  torrent  had  been  stemmed  all  through  the 
day.  It  was  an  eventful  moment  at  Malvem 
Hills,  when  Magruder  led  up  his  whisky-madden- 
ed men  to  that  terrible  artillery  fire  of  our  forcis : 
but  that  was  the  last  spasm  of  a  foe  cxhaostci 
by  seven  days'  fighting.  But  here,  at  this  mo- 
ment, in  this  wood,  this  clearing,  may  have  be<  n 
the  turning-point  of  the  desUny  of  this  nation, 
the  welfare  of  the  human  race  for  all  coming  tine 
Now  is  the  hour  for  the  stringing  of  the  nerre:, 
the  bracing  of  hearts,  the  clenching  of  teeth! 
Flesh  and  blood  must  become  adamant 

Sickles,  looking  down  the  turnpike,  disconiv 
the  moving  column  of  ammunition  wagons  and 
ambulances.  He  wants  to  cut  it  Obtains  per- 
mission, moves  out,  opens  with  a  battery,  ex- 
plodes a  shell,  sends  in  Berdan  with  his  sharp- 
shooters, and  cuts  the  train  in  two.  He  brin^  ih 
a  fine  lot  of  prisoners.  It  is  excellent  He  wvin 
to  move  on.  Asks  for  reenforcements.  Hooker 
objects,  for  it  is  not  yet  known  what  the  oonfQs^i 
hum  means  out  west  on  the  plank-roads.  IK 
moves  Berry  and  Whipple  up  a  little  nearer  to 
Ghancellorsville.  Sickles  moves  on.  Suddenly 
he  comes  upon  the  rebels  in  two  lines,  of  Lod^- 
street's  force. 

Nearly  all  of  the  rebel  army  has  been  nus^eu 
south  and  west  of  Ghancellorsville,  with  remirk- 
able  celerity. 

Sickles  has  crossed  Scott*s  River  and  is  ascen J- 
ing  the  hill  beyond,  when  he  receives  fitim  the 
thick  underbrush  the  fire  of  the  enemy.  A  severe 
contest  ensues,  and  he  is  obliged  to  (all  badi  be- 
fore the  tremendous  force. 

Howard,  in  the  woods,  has  heard  the  enemj. 
The  pickets  have  been  exchanging  shots,  and  thai 
is  all.  Suddenlv,  away  out  on  his  right  ^hert 
General  Garl  Schurz^s  division  is  in  line,  there  i- 
a  rattle  of  musketry,  mingled  with  the  demonift* 
yells  of  fifly  thousand  men  in  massw  They  f-^"' 
through  the  woods,  down  the  hill,  like  a  stream 
of  lava.  Jackson  has  determined  to  crush  Hooker 
with  one  grand,  staggering  blow ;  to  fiJI  lik«  a 
thunderbolt  upon  his  extreme  right  He  ons- 
menccs  with  Schurz,  who  is  in  flimk  to  the  ad- 
vancing force,  thus :  i 


Jadnon. 


Bchi 


General  Sickles,  seeing  the  disaster,  hastenfc 
to  avert  it  The  fleeing  artillery  was  thuDderiar 
down  the  narrow  road.  Half-way  back  to  Oi»> 
cellorsville,  at  the  entrance  to  the  deared  frJ  |- 
was  a  stone  wall,  extending  from  Scott^s  Crf*^^ 
up  to  the  woods.  There  was  the  place  to  $;:-'( 
the  stampede.  He  reached  the  gateway.  ^^^^ 
pistol  and  sword  he  stopped  the  foreoMst  p*^  * 
of  artillery.  The  others  came  crowding  on.  thv 
drivers  in  a  fever-heat  of  panic;  but  tbcv  «^r^ 
blocked.  Officers  rallied  them,  and  their  coora^ 
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began  to  return,  and  notwithstanding  the  infiuitiy 
was  tumbling  headlong  over  the  wall,  and  fleeing 
through  the  woods,  tiie  artillery  recovered  its 
senses. 

Plcasanton,  with  his  cavalry,  was  in  the  field. 
Leaving  the  cavali^,  he  took  charge  of  the  artil- 
lery, turned  it  up  on  the  ridge,  manned  it  in 
battery,  brought  up  his  cavalry  to  support  it — ^a 
feature  novel  and  laughable — and  in  nvo  minutes 
had  the  foundation  of  a  danL  Captain  Best,  chief 
of  artillery  to  Sickles^s  corps,  with  marvellous  ener- 
gy brought  his  pieces  into  position,  all  pointing 
toward  the  approaching  avalanche — forty  pieces 
ready  to  open  their  thunders.  General  Hooker 
was  at  Ghancellorsville.  In  an  instant  he  was  in 
the  saddle.  There  was  no  force  at  hand  but 
Bernr  that  could  be  thrown  instantly  into  the 
break.  It  was  his  old  command,  hardened,  in- 
durated, made  perfect  through  suffering  in  all  the 
hard-fought  contests  of  the  Peninsula.  With  a 
heroism  unsurpassed,  equal  to  the  Imperial  Guard 
at  Waterloo,  amid  all  tne  disaster,  rout,  panic, 
and  commotion,  they  moved  into  position— -one 
single  block  to  resist  the  moving  mass,  to  stop  it 
square  till  Bimey,  Berdan,  and  Williams  could 
be  recalled ;  till  Slocum  could  change  front ;  till 
the  dam  could  be  thrown  across  the  stream  I 

With  yells  and  cheers  the  enemy  advanced  and 
met  the  canister  and  shells  of  thirty  pieces  of 
artniery.  It  was  a  terrible  fire.  There  stood 
Berry^s  division,  as  firm  as  a  rock.  Again  and 
again  the  rebels  dashed  agunst  those  veterans, 
only  to  be  hurled  back,  dj^hed  in  pieces,  to  re- 
form and  roll  up  again  like  the  waves  upon  the 
rocks  of  Nahant  A  hundred  shots  a  minute 
were  thundered  from  those  thirty  cannon  —  one 
unbroken  roll  of  thunder,  sweeping  away  the 
rebels  as  a  housewife  an  army  of  emmets  into  the 
fire! 

They  quailed,  halted,  fell  back.  The  torrent 
was  stemmed.  The  grand  coup  cTitAt  of  Jack- 
son had  been  checked.  Coolness,  nerve,  pluck, 
endurance,  had  won  the  day  —  seemingly  had 
turned  the  tide  of  destiny. 

In  the  night,  Whipple,  and  Berry,  and  Bimey 
advanced.  It  was  not  enough  to  stem  the  tide, 
it  must  be  moved  back.  It  was  a  fierce  and  suc- 
cessful assault  They  recovered  a  portion  of  the 
lost  ground,  and  gave  Hooker  time  to  re-form  his 
line  for  the  great  contest  of  Sunday. 

The  line  was  nearly  in  the  form  of  the  letter 
V.  There  was  but  little  danger  of  an  attack  from 
the  east,  and  Howard,  who,  with  almost  super- 
human exertion,  had  redrganized  his  corps,  was 
placed  on  the  left,  while  Meade  was  sent  over  to 
the  right  Couch  was  also  moved  toward  the 
west,  but  kept  in  position  to  strike  in  either  di- 
rection. 

Hooker's  plan  was,  to  fight  a  defensive  battle. 
He  knew  that  the  enemy  must  attack  him  or  re- 
treat It  was  his  intention  to  receive  the  attack, 
let  Jackson  do  his  utmost  till  exhausted,  and  then 
he  would  begin  the  advance,  bring  in  his  fresh 
divisions,  and  cut  the  retiring  force  to  pieces.  All 
of  his  movements,  fit>m  the  moment  of  leaving 
Falmootfa,  had  been  with  this  object  in  view. 


Reynolds  was  on  the  extreme  right,  at  the 
upper  end  of  the  left  leg  of  the  V.  Meade  came 
next,  then  Sickles,  then  Slocum,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  Chancellor  House,  holding  the  point  of  the 
V.  Howard  was  on  the  right  leg,  and  Couch  in 
the  centre. 
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It  was  not  exactly  a  V,  but  a  triangle,  with 
the  left  leg  longer  than  the  right,  with  nearly  all 
the  troops  on  Uiat  leg. 

The  rebel  advance  was  from  the  west,  directly 
along  the  turnpike.  Reynolds  and  Meade  were 
north  of  the  turnpike.  Sickles  on  it,  and  Slocum 
extending  one  division  south  of  it 

Hooker  selected  his  old  case-hardened  corps  to 
meet  the  coming  shock.  Berry,  of  Sickles*s  corps, 
was  on  the  north  side  of  the  turnpike,  Birney 
south  of  it — both  divisions  advanced  from  the 
general  line ;  Whipple,  of  Sickles' s  corps,  was  be- 
hind Berry,  and  Williams,  of  Slocum' s  corps,  be- 
hind Bimey.  The  other  division  of  Slocum 
(Geary's)  formed  the  southern  half  of  the  other 
leg,  joining  on  Howard. 

The  artillery  under  Best  was  massed  to  com- 
mand the  approaches  by  the  turnpike.  Ran- 
dolph's, Seeley's,  Smith's,  Osband's,  and  two  sec- 
tions of  Dimmick's  batteries  were  placed  in  line, 
all  pointing  west,  on  the  ridge  in  the  centre  of 
the  fifty -acre  lot  Bimey  and  Berry  were  at  the 
western  edge  of  the  lot,  with  two  pieces  of  Dim- 
mick's battery  in  the  road. 

It  was  early  Sunday  morning  when  Jackson 
advanced — about  half-past  fWe.  The  force  of  his 
stroke  was  intended  to  break  the  left  leg  of  the 
V  close  to  the  joint,  thus V. 

In  the  annals  of  this  war  there  has  been  no 
greater  manifestation  of  desperation  than  that 
shown  by  the  rebels  this  Sunday  morning.  They 
came  through  the  woods  in  solid  mass,  receiving 
in  their  faces  the  terrible  hail-storm  which  burst 
like  the  fbry  of  a  tornado  from  Berry's  and  Bir- 
ney's  lipes,  from  Whipple's  and  Williams's,  which 
were  at  once  advanced  to  the  front 

The  batteries  —  the  forty  pieces  of  artillery 
under  Best — ^hurled  in  the  grape  and  canister. 
The  advancing  column  was  cut  up  and  gashed  as 
if  pierjed,  seamed,  and  ploughed  by  invincible 


596 


BEBELLIOX  RECORD,  1862-68. 


lightning.  Companies  and  regiments  melted  away, 
jet  ^till  they  came.  Berry  and  Bimey  advanced 
to  meet  them.  They  were  terrible  shocks.  The 
living  wares  rolled  against  each  other  as  you  have 
seen  the  billows  on  a  stormy  sea.  The  enemy, 
as  if  maddened  by  the  obstinacy  of  these  hand- 
fuls  of  men,  rushed  up  to  the  muzzles  of  the  can- 
non only  to  be  swept  back,  leaving  long  lines  of 
dead  where  the  grape  swept  through.  The  rebel 
commanders  pushed  on  their  men  to  the  sacri- 
fice, carrying  out  the  one  all-animating  idea  of 
this  rebellion,  to  win  at  whatever  cost 

Sickles  sent  for  reenforcements.  Hooker,  in- 
stead of  sending  them  down  the  road,  ordered 
French  and  Hancock,  of  Couch's  corps,  to  advance 
past  Meade  and  attack  the  enemy  in  flank.  Couch 
was  in  the  centre  of  the  Y.  Instead  of  going 
down  to  the  point  they  marched  through  into  the 
west,  came  with  great  force  upon  the  divisions 
which  Jackson  had  thrown  down  toward  Meade. 
It  was  about  seven  o'clock,  and  in  a  half-hour's 
time  they  put  the  enemy  to  flight 

But  Sickles  could  not  hold  out  against  the  tre- 
mendous odds.     Gradually  he  was  driven  in. 

ITp  to  this  time  Hooker  had  remained  at  the 
Chancellor  House,  directing  the  movements.  The 
left  leg  of  the  Y  was  breaking.  Should  he  order 
up  Couch?  Would  it  be  safe  to  bring  Geary 
across  fi*om  the  other  leg  of  the  Y,  and  leave  only 
Howard  to  hold  that  line  toward  Fredericksbui^h  ? 
But  Howard's  men  had  recovered  from  their 
fright  Now  they  burned  to  be  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight — ^to  wipe  out  the  stain  upon  their 
honor.  They  were  heroes  now,  every  one  of 
them.  Ought  he  not  to  bring  Meade  and  Rey- 
nolds up,  to  swing  them  round  upon  Jackson's 
flank,  as  if  the  Y  were  hinged  at  the  Chancellor 
House  ?  Decisions  must  be  made  at  once.  He 
preferred,  instead,  to  make  the  Y  smaller  and 
thicker,  to  make  it  compact  enough  to  resist  the 
blow.  Keeping  Reynolds  and  Meade  in  their 
positions,  he  took  Sickles  and  Slocum  back  toward 
Couch  and  formed  a  new  line,  still  in  the  form  of 
a  Y — shorter,  blunter,  thicker,  stouter ;  such  as 
a  job  printer  might  select  from  fancy  type.  • 

The  fight  of  the  morning  ended  at  eleven.  Jack- 
son in  the  afternoon  came  on  to  make  a  second 
attack,  still  at  the  apex.  The  attack  now  instead 
of  being  against  the  side  of  the  ridge  was  upon 
its  point  Again,  as  in  the  morning,  the  artillery 
\va8  niassed.  Eitultingly  the  foe  came  on,  yet 
not  so  determinedly  as  in  the  morning.  He  had 
lost  life,  blood,  and  enersy.  Yet  it  was  a  vigorous 
attack.     Again  the  artillery  did  its  fearful  work. 

Every  attempt  to  move  this  second  line  failed. 
That  apex  of  men  and  artillery  was  immovable. 
Long  before  night  the  enemy  retired,  foiled  in  all 
his  efforts  to  break  the  line.  He  had  pushed 
back  the  pjrramid,  had  gained  ground,  and  that 
was  alL  At  Fredericksburgh  he  had  lost  ground. 
Sedgviick  had  carried  the  heights  and  was  well 
advanced  toward  Hooker.  In  men  he  was  twenty 
thousand  poorer.     His  whole  army  had  suffered. 

How  was  it  with  Hooker  ?  Reynold's,  Meade's, 
Howard's,  nearly  all  of  Couch's,  and  half  of  Slo- 
cum's  corps  were  firesh.     The  enemy  had  gained 


ground  because  Hooker  had  planned  and  had 
fought  a  defensive  battle,  but  the  enemy  on  Sun- 
day night  had  the  worst  of  it  Yirtually  he  wis 
defeat^  Hooker's  loss  was  but  five  tiioussmd, 
not  including  Sedgwick's. 

The  time  had  arrived,  as  we  look  at  it  now,  for 
carrying  out  of  the  second  part  of  the  plan--the 
advance  upon  the  enemy.  Having  received  the 
blow,  having  exhausted  the  foe,  it  wis  time  to 
hurl  a  thunderbolt,  to  fall  upon  Jackson  with  » 
fury  of  a  tornado— on  Sunday  night  or  on  Moo- 
day  morning.  Up  to  this  moment  I  see  but  one 
impolitic  movement — Sedgwick's  attack.  The 
heights  of  Fredericksburgh  were  of  no  account  to 
Hooker.  Sedgwick  had  twenty  thousand  meu  to 
carry  them.  It  was  bravely,  gallantly  done.  He 
captured  guns  and  prisoners,  but  lost  five  thou- 
sand men.  A  demonstration  with  a  portion  of 
the  force  w6uld  have  given  Hooker  additional 
power  to  crush  Jackson.  I  have  no  information 
as  to  whether  Sedgwick  acted  strictly  according 
to  orders  or  not. 

Monday  came.  Lee  sent  an  overwhelming  force 
against  Sedgwick  while  Jackson  rested,  and  all 
that  had  been  gained,  save  cannon  and  prisoners, 
was  lost 

Stoneman  had  been  heard  fix)m,  and  Hooker 
delayed  to  strike.  To  annihilate  the  rebel  annT, 
it  was  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Stonemin 
should  do  his  part  of  the  work.  Wanting  that 
information,  he  waited.  Candid  minds  will  dulj 
consider  the  circumstances  before  condemning 
the  delay. 

Sedgwick  driven  back,  Lee  was  emboldened  and 
strengthened.  There  was  rain  up  in  the  moun- 
tains. The  Rappahannock  b^an  to  rise.  The 
rain  was  falling  fast ;  could  he  maintain  his  posi- 
tion ?  Would  it  be  safe  to  stay  ?  Had  he  i  right 
to  imperil  the  army  ?  Tuesday,  and  stiU  no  cer- 
tain news  from  Stoneman.  Averill,  who  had 
dashed  toward  Gordonsville,  was  'in  with  intelli- 
gence of  the  destruction  of  the  Yirginia  Central 
road  in  that  direction ;  but  that  was  of  no  conse- 
quence if  the  Fredericksburgh  road  was  intact 
The  rain  was  pouring.  He  counselled  with  hi$ 
officers,  and  the  decision  was  to  recross  the  Rap- 
pahannock. Had  Hooker  known  on  Monday  what 
the  Richmond  papers  had  of  Stoneman's  opera- 
tions, not  thus  would  the  affairs  have  ended  It 
was  not  so  to  be.  He  who  guides  the  stan  con- 
trolled also  this  event 

Another  such  success  to  the  rebels  would  he  a 
terrible  disaster.  Theycanno^  long  stand  such  an 
expenditure  of  blood.  When  the  history  of  the  war 
is^  written  it  would  not  be  strange  if  the  battle  of 
Chancellorsville  was  reckoned  about  the  mo>t 
damaging  blow  thus  far  given  to  the  Confederacr 

Hooker  recrossed  the  Rappahannock  noisele^<' 
ly,  bringing  back  one  more  cannon  than  wa^ 
taken  over.  The  morale  of  his  army  isexceJIent 
The  fact  that  five  divisions  withstood  the  oa<*t 
of  all  Jackson's  forces  and  two  divisions  of  L«»rr- 
street's,  as  we  are  informed  by  Richmond  pajt^rs 
has  inspired  the  men.  Perhaps  the  qucsti«»n  uiav 
be  asked,  why  Hooker  diJ  not  bring  in  t:**  r-' 
troops — why  he  did  not  bring  up  Meade,  Revnoltl*. 
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or  Couch  on  Sunday  ?  He  did  not  do  it  for  two 
reasons :  The  ground  was  not  adapted  to  the 
employment  of  such  a  bodj  of  troops,  and  it 
would  be  a  departure  from  his  well-considered 
plan  to  endure  pounding  till  the  enemy  was  ex- 
hausted, then  to  rise  in  his  might  and  with  sixty 
thousand  fresh  troops  crumble  up  the  foe. 

It  may  seem  that  he  ought  to  have  moved  on,- 
notwithstanding  he  had  no  information  from  Stone- 
man  ;  but  that  would  also  have  been  a  departure 
from  his  plan;  thought  over  and  over,  and  decided 
upon  before  he  left  Falmouth. 

There  will  be  universal  regret  that  he  recrossed 
the  river,  but  none  will  regret  it  more  deeply 
than  General  Hooker.  It  was  not  the  foe  in 
fronts  not  the  lines  of  bayonets,  the  masses  of 
men,  which  sent  him  back,  but  the  rising  flood 
threatening  his  supplies. 

But  the  countiy  is  not  lost,  or  endangered, 
even,  by  this  failure.  There  is  no  reason  why  men 
should  lose  heart,  or  allow  their  hopes  to  go  down. 
The  struggle  will  not  probably  be  decided  by  a 
great  single  victory,  one  grand  triumph  of  arms, 
5ie  annihilation  of  an  army,  but  by  powers  of 
endurance.  The  party  which  can  stand  the 
pounding  longest  will  win.  Jackson  and  Lee  will 
not  desire  to  see  many  more  such  achievements, 
when  the  victory  is  barren  of  fruit,  when  the 
blow  received  is  m  untold  measure  heavier  than 
that  given. 

In  this  account  I  have  given  only  the  salient 
points  of  the  fight  on  the  left,  sa^ng  nothing  of 
Sedgwick's  operations,  and  leavmg  out  detiuls, 
that  you  may  grasp  the  main  features  connectedly. 
Although  not  present  during  the  engagement,  I 
am  somewhat  familiar  with  the  country  Along  tiie 
Rappahannock,  and  by  information  from  official 
sources  am  enabled  to  sift  out  the  prominent  and 
important  facts  thus  imperfectly  presented.* 

Carleton. 

BIOHHOND  *«BNQUIBBR**  AOOODNT. 

FBiDKBiOKAiinHiH,  May  6l 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  we  allowed  the  en- 
emy to  get  off  too  easily.  His  whole  force  ought 
to  have  been  captured,  or  rather  that  which 
crossed  at  Banks's  Ford.  Why  the  failure  to  cut 
off  and  capture  a  larger  nimiber  than  were 
brought  in,  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  decide.  I 
believe  General  Lee  expected  a  more  brilliant  re- 
sult It  was  no  fault  of  his  that  there  was  a 
failure  at  any  point ;  and  whilst  the  credit  be- 
longs in  common  to  Lee  and  Jackson,  up  to  the 
ill-fated  hour  when  Jackson  received  his  wound, 
it  is  but  just  to  say  that  after  that  period  the 
whole  credit  belonged  to  General  Lee,  not  only 
for  planning,  but  for  being  in  convenient  distance, 
and  watching  with  his  own  eye  to  the  execution, 
in  so  far  as  he  could  make  it  successful.  The 
enemy  ought  to  have  been  attacked  at  two  o'clock 
on  Monday  evening,  May  fourth.  The  reason, 
however,  which  deferred  it  until  six  is  not  proper 
in  the  judgment  of  your  correspondent  to  be 
communicated.     When  in  an  after  day,  history 

*  Fiuthcr  reports  and  aooouDto  of  thb  batU«  win  be  found  in 
the  SapplemcQtary  volome. 


writes  the  reason,  its  sufficiency  will  be  readily 
acknowledged. 

Just  here  let  me  urge  upon  the  newspapers^ 
as  the  organs  of  public  opinion,  to  insist  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  shall  never  hereafter  again  expose  bis 
valuable  life  to  the  missiles  of  death.  It  is  un- 
necessary ;  and  now  that  Jackson  has  fallen,  this, 
our  great  hero  and  chieftain,  owes  it  to  us,  if  not 
to  himself^  to  be  where  the  shock  of  battle  can- 
not reach.  Ten  thousand,  or  even  one  hundred 
thousand  men  slain  in  battle  might  be  replaced, 
but  if  General  Lee  should  fall,  who  could  take  his 
place  ?    Echo  answers  who  I 

I  have  passed  over  'the  whole  battle-ground 
since  the  fight  It  reached  fi^m  Deep  Run — in- 
deed, it  mav  be  said  to  extend  from  Hamilton's 
Crossing,  five  miles  below  Fredcricksbui^gh, 
where  the  artillery  duelling  between  our  batteries 
and  those  of  the  enemy  first  occurred — up  to 
Fredericksburgh,  and  from  the  town  up  as  far  as 
Wilderness,  fifteen  miles  above.  The  country 
above  where  the  main  fighting  took  place,  has 
been  aptly  described  by  General  Lee  as  '*  a  tan- 
gled wilderness,"  and  yet  this  section  of  densely 
wooded  land,  covered  with  the  closest  under- 
growth ever  seen,  has  been  literally  cleared  by 
the  grape,  canister,  shrapnel,  and  solid  shot 
which  for  so  many  days  rained  through  it 
Every  thing  betokens  the  severity  of  the  fight, 
and  attests  the  courage  and  invincibility  of  the 
victors. 

The  fortifications  are  on  the  most  extensive 
scale,  and  fronted  in  every  direction.  Hooker's 
plan  seems  to  have  been  to  ditch  to  Richmond. 
His  idea  was  to  fortify  himself  in  a  position  some- 
what in  the  form  of  a  square  at  Chancellorsville, 
whilst  Sedgwick  crossed  below  at  Fredericks-, 
burgh,  turned  our  right  wing  and  seized  the  rail- 
way at  Hamilton's  Crossing.  Stoneman's  part  in 
the  programme  meantime,  was  evidently  to  create 
a  panic,  if  possible,  in  our  rear,  cut  the  railway 
communication,  and  so  cripple  Lee  for  supplies 
as  to  secure  for  Hooker  a  bloodless  victory.  This 
a  Yankee  surgeon  narrated  to  me  as  the  *^  plan." 
He  fi;ankly  confessed,  however,  that  Hooker  had 
been  out-generalled  and  whipped  by  the  **  first 
captein  of  the  age" — General  Lee, 

The  evidences  of  panic  which  are  everywhere 
to  be  seen,  I  have  previously  mentioned  from  re- 
port To  all  that  has  been  said,  and  to  much 
more,  my  own  observation  can  truthfully  bear 
witness.  I  passed  over  the  field  near  Chancel- 
lorsville as  late  as  Saturday  last,  and  even  then, 
though  every  class  of  soldier  and  civilian  plun- 
derer had  gone  over  it  again  and  again,  and 
though  government  wagons  had  been  and  were 
still  engaged  in  carrying  away  the  blankets,  over- 
coats, canteens,  cartridge-boxes,  and  every  variety 
of  article  suitable  to  the  soldier,  the  ground  was 
still  literally  strewn  with  these  articles,  which 
seemed  to  lie  as  much  unnoticed  and  as  little 
valued  as  the  pebbles  by  the  sea-shore,  whilst 
small  arms  of  all  kinds  were  stacked  like  cord- 
wood  in  every  part  of  the  field,  and  they  were 
still  being  brought  in.  Here  and  there,  too,  could 
be  seen  caissons,  which  we  had  captured  from  the 
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enemy,  and  at  least  four  or  five  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, which  we  had  captured,  but  which  up  to 
that  time  had  not  been  taken  from  the  field  I 
also  saw  in  its  slaughtered  state  some  of  the  fine 
cattle  which  he  brought  along  in  droves  to  feed 
his  men  upon,  after  the  cook^  meats  had  given 
out.  Some  of  these,  fireshly  slaughtered,  fell  into 
our  hands. 

Ghancellorsville,  a  single  house  ten  miles  above 
or  rather  south-west  of  Fredericksburgh,  where 
the  plank  and  turnpike  roads  come  together,  and 
from  which  a  road  leads  off  in  the  direction  of 
Ely's,  and  thence  branches  to  the  United  States 
Ford,  is  the  oentralpoint  of  this  great  transaction. 
It  was  here  that  Hooker  had  his  headquarters, 
and- it  is  here  that  he  was  wounded  slightly. 
The  house  was  destroyed  by  our  men  by  means 
of  an  incendiary  shell  thrown  from  a  battery  un- 
der the  supervision  of  Major  Carter  M.  Braxton. 
It  was  done  pursuant  to  orders,  and  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  Yankees  used  it  as  a  cover  for  a  bat- 
tery which  was  playing  upon  our  men.  Not  more 
than  one  or  two  soldiers  were  burnt  up  in  the 
building,  though  a  number  of  wounded,  princi- 
pally of  the  enemy,  were  consumed  by  the  burn- 
ing of  the  woods,  which  were  fired  in  the  rear  of 
Ghancellorsville  by  the  explosion  of  shells. 

The  enemy*  s  wounded  were  strewn  along  the 
roadside  firom  Salem  Church  to  Wilderness  Meet- 
ing-House,  some  twelve  miles  above  town.  The 
number,  I  ascertained  from  the  surgeons  of  the 
enemy,  some  twelve  in  number,  who  remained, 
amount  to  about  one  thousand  two  hundred,  and 
as  late  as  Saturday  were  still  being  brought  in. 

The  retreat  to  the  United  States  Ford  from 
Ghancellorsville,  bears  evidence  of  the  defeat 
which  the  enemy  had  sustiuned.  There  were  no 
less  than  seven  lines  of  breastworks,  reaching 
from  a  half-mile  beyond  Ghancellorsville  back  to 
the  ford.  These  breastworks,  or  trenches,  were 
on  the  most  extensive  scale,  and  were  construct- 
ed of  dirt  and  logs,  with  dead  horses  worked  in 
and  the  approaches  protected  by  felled  trees. 

There  is  every  reason  for  believing  that  the 
loss  of  the  enemy  was  very  severe  in  this  quarter. 
The  best  proof  is  the  large  number  of  dead  horses 
which  were  everywhere  to  be  seen,  and  their  un- 
grateful smell  made  it  almost  impossible  to  pass 
over  the  field.  Added  to  this,  the  prisoners  in- 
formed mo  that  their  ambulances  were  busily  en- 
gaged every  day,  and  until  late  in  the  night  of 
each  day  up  to  Tuesday  morning,  in  the  removal 
of  the  dead  and  wounded  from  the  field. 

Leaving  the  battle  of  Ghancellorsville  and  com- 
ing back  to  this  point,  it  may  not  be  out  of  place 
to  mention,  what  I  have  from  unquestionable 
sources,  that  the  Yankees  were  dealt  rations  of 
whisky  in  order  to  get  them  up  to  Marye's 
Heights,  and  that  each  hindmost  man  was  order- 
ed to  strike  down  with  the  drawn  bayonet  the 
man  in  his  firont  who  faltered;  that  the  rear- 
guard, with  charged  bayonets,  urged  on  the  whole 
column,  ten  lines  deep,  and  that  the  men  thus 
charged  because  the  Yankee  officers  could  not 
rely  upon  their  men  to  use  the  bayonet,  if  once 
the  pressure  of  the  bayonet  was  withdrawn  from 


their  rear.  This  was  the  second  charge.  In  the 
first  charge  even  this  precaution  did  not  hinder 
a  precipitate  retreat,  some  of  the  men  falling  back 
as  far  as  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Thus  the 
enemy,  throwing  ten  regiments  against  one,  car- 
ried the  **  crest*'  But  the  difference  between 
this  time  and  December  was  that  two  brigades 
then  held  the  stone  wall ;  now  its  d^<^ce  was 
intrusted  to  a  single  brigade,  and  the  point 
where  the  enemy  forced  our  lines  was  guarded 
by  a  single  regiment 

General  A.  P.  Hill  assumed  command  on  Satur- 
day night  at  Ghancellorsville  as  soon  as  General 
Jackson  was  wounded,  but  he,  in  turn,  being 
compelled  to* quit  the  field  from  a  flesh-wound, 
the  command  devolved  upon  General  Rhodes  for 
a  time.  General  Stuart  was,  however,  at  once 
sent  for,  and  on  his  arrival  upon  the  field,  as- 
sumed control  of  the  movements  of  Jackson^s 
corps — ^General  A.  P.  Hill  still,  however,  remain- 
ing near  the  field,  and  advising  in  aU  the  im- 
portant operations  of  the  corps. 

The  wounding  of  General  Jackson  has  been 
minutely  detail^  to  me  by  Captain  Wilboume. 
of  his  staff.  The  fiusts,  in  substance,  are  these: 
General  Jackson,  in  company  with  a  number  of 
his  own  and  a  part  of  the  stiff  of  General  A.  P. 
Hill,  had  ridden  beyond  the  front  line  of  skir- 
mishers, after  the  dose  of  the  fighting  on  Satur- 
day night,  as  was  often  the  habit  of  the  Genend. 
When  he  had  finished  his  observations,  and  as 
he  was  returning,  he  was  fired  upon  throi^ 
mistake  by  some  of  his  own  men,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  right  hand  and  on  the  left  arm. 
At  the  same  time  all  the  rest  of  the  party  were 
either  killed  or  wounded — including  G4>tain 
Boswell,  his  engineer— excepting  Captain  WQ- 
bourne,  and  perhaps  one  other  person.  Tbe 
General  at  once  said  he  was  wounded,  and  as 
soon  as  possible  was  conveyed  to  the  rear  and 
his  arm  bandaged.  Just  then  the  enemy  began 
an  attack,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  (jenenl 
Jackson  was  not  injured  in  being  borne  from  the 
field,  as  the  firing  both  of  small  arms  and  artil- 
lery was  very  rapid,  and  the  rain  of  ahell  and 
balls  fell  thick  and  fast  about  him. 

The  messenger  who  carried  General  Lee  tbe 
intelligence  of  this  severe  misfortune,  tells  me 
that  he  found  the  General  on  a  bed  of  straw, 
about  four  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that  when 
told  of  what  had  occurred,  his  wodls  were  these: 
** Thank  God  it  is  no  worse;  God  be  praised 
that  he  is  still  alive  ;'*  and  that  he  farther  said. 
**  Any  victory  is  a  dear  one  that  deprives  as  of 
the  services  of  Jackson,  even  for  a  short  time.'* 
Upon  the  informant  mentioning  that  be  believed 
that  it  was  General  Jackson^s  intention  to  have 
pressed  titiem  on  Sunday,  had  he  not  have  frUeo. 
General  Lee  quietly  said,  "These  people  sliaU 
be  pressed  to-day,"  and  at  the  same  time  risia^ 
about  four  a.m.  Hastily  dressing,  and  partakiof 
of  hi»- simple  fare  of  ham  and  cracker,  he  sallied 
forth,  I  hear  unattended,  and  made  such  ^^tspoa- 
tions  as  rendered  that  Sabbath  a  blessed  day  for 
our  cause,  even  though  a  JadESon  had  61ico 
among  its  leaders. 
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As  erery  incident  connected  with  these  two 
great  men  must  interest  the  reader,  I  will  men- 
tion, as  quite  current,  that  when  General  Jackson 
received  the  letter  which  General  Lee  sent  him 
on  Sunday  morning,  bursting  into  tears  he  said : 
''  Far  better  for  the  Confederacy  that  ten  Jack- 
sons  should  have  fallen  than  one  Lee/* 

General  Jackson,  after  receiving  his  wound, 
was  conveyed  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Thos.  Chandler, 
in  Caroline,  where  all  that  skilful  attention  and 
attendance  could  afford  to  heal  his  wounds  was 
done,  but  all  in  Tain ;  his  mission  was  fulfilled, 
his  work  was  done ;  and  the  hero  of  the  Valley 
campaign  and  the  Stonewall  of  the  South  had 
passed  from  earth  away. 

Of  Jackson  it  may  be  said  what  can  be  affirmed 
of  but  few  men  that  have  lived  in  this  great  strug- 
gle, that  he  has  fulfilled  a  great  purpose  in  his- 
tory, wrought  out  the  mission  for  which  he  was 
ordered  of  Providence,  and  that,  ^'  dying,  he  has 
left  no  stain  which,  living,  he  would  wish  to  blot" 
His  example,  let  us  hope  and  believe,  will  survive 
him,  and  in  the  coming  fight  let  Jackson's  men 
show  to  the  world  that  *^a  dead  Jackson  shall 
win  the  field." 

Who  his  successor  will  be,  time  alone  can  de- 
velop. It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  indulge  a 
hope  that  Jackson's  wishes  in  regard  to  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  respected,  if,  indeed,  it  be  true 
that  he  expressed  a  preference. 

To  make  a  recapitulation  of  the  following 
events,  we  would  say  there  were  the  following 
battles  and  participants:  Wilderness,  fifteen 
miles  above  Fredericksburgh,  where  Jackson  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  the  enemy's  flank.  This  may 
l>e  called,  for  a  proper  understanding  of  the  mat- 
ter, the  battle  of  the  Wilderness.  It  was  here 
that  Jackson  turned  the  enemy's  flank  on  Satur- 
day eyening,  with  D.  H.  Hill's  and  Trimble's 
divisions.  The  next  was  the  fight  of  Chancel- 
lorsville,  to  which  point  the  enemy  fell  back  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  around  which  thej(  cen- 
tred and  made  their  best  fight,  lasting  from 
dawn  until  midday  of  Sunday.  In  this  fight,  D. 
H.  Hill  and  Trimble  pressed  them  from  above, 
whilst  A.  P.  Hill,  McLaws,  and  Anderson  not 
only  held  them  in  chock  in  attempting  to  force 
our  lower  lines,  but  aided  in  driving  them  from 
their  breastworks,  And  accomplished  the  great 
victory  of  Sunday,  which,  indeed,  was  the  turn- 
ing-point in  the  whole  af&ir.  The  taking  of  the 
heights  on  Sunday  morning  may  properly  be 
called  the  battle  of  Fredericksburgh.  There  were 
at  this  point  Barksdale's  brigade  of  McLaws's  di- 
vision, and  a  part,  I  think,  of  Hayes's  Louisiana 
brigade,  though  of  this  I  am  not  positive. 

The  next  engagement  was  on  Sunday  evening. 
The  troops  here  engaged  ^consisted  of  Ander- 
son's and  McLaws's.  This  occurred  near  Salem 
Church,  about  four  miles  south-west  of  Fredericks- 
burgh, and  may,  we  suppose,  be  regarded  as  the 
battle  of  Salem  Church.  The  result  of  this  fight 
was,  that  our  men  drove  the  enemy  back  fully  a 
mile  in  the  direction  of  Fredericksburgh.  The 
dosing  engagements  occurred  along  the  line  of 
the  pUnk-road  and  toward  Banks's  Ford,  by 


which  route  the  enemy  sucoeeded  in  recrossing 
the  river.  The  troops  engaged  on  our  side  were 
the  divisions  of  Anderson  and  McLaws,  who  held 
the  positions  nearest  the  river,  on  the  upper  line, 
and  the  brijgades  of  Hays,  Hoke,  and  Lawton  on 
the  lower  line;  whilst  the  Mississippians,  under 
Barksdale,  and  Smith's  brigade  of  Early's  di- 
vision, guarded  the  rear  from  an  attack  outward 
fVom  Fredericksburgh — the  heights  having  been 
previously  taken,  without  the  firing  of  a  gun,  on 
Monday  morning  by  Gordon's  brigade,  with 
charged  bayonets.  This  was  a  glorious  achieve- 
ment, the  crowning  act  of  the  great  drama.  It 
may  be  fitly  called,  we  think,  the  "rout  at 
Banks's  Ford." 

In  order  to  give  some  idea  of  this  great  occa- 
sion in  our  history,  I  have  thus  endeavored  to 
outline  what  will  hereafter  be  written  in  detail 
and  with  accuracy  by  abler  pens.  It  would  afford 
me  unalloyed  satisfaction,  not  only  to  speak  of  the 
regiments  and  brigades  which  especially  deserve 
mention,  but,  goin^  a  step  further,  I  would  wish 
to  be  possessed  of  information  sufficient  to  enable 
me  to  set  forth  the  many  acts  of  daring  bravery 
and  gallantry  of  our  officers,  but  of  the  private 
soldiers  as  well.  This,  however,  is  impossible. 
It  may,  however,  be  some  satisfaction  to  those 
who  cannot  be  specially  remembered,  for  me  to 
say  that  I  have  from  the  highest  authority  that 
no  battle-fields  of  this  war  are  more  prolific  in 
the  gallant  deeds  of  brave  men  than  those 
through  which  our  armies  have  j  us t  passed.  Yet, 
where  so  many  brave  feats  have  been  accom- 
plished, the  statement  ought,  in  some  measure, 
to  relieve  the  ignorance  and  inability  of  corre- 
spondents to  do  justice;  and  where  those  are 
omitted,  of  whom  mention  ought  to  be  made,  let 
such  remember  that  the  general  rule  is,  that  all 
deserve  well  of  their  country  in  the  army  of 
Northern  Virginia,  and  if  there  be  any  exceptions 
to  it,  the  exceptions  are  as  the  motes  upon  the 
sunbeams,  which  are  obscured  and  lost  in  the 
brilliancy  of  that  luminary. 

I  have  well-nigh  finished  my  story.  All  that 
is  necessary  to  complete  it  will  be  the  mention 
of  the  arrests  of  nearly  all  males  whom  the  en- 
emy found  in  their  lines  on  this  side  of  the  river 
outside  of  the  town.  Inside  of  town  none  were 
disturbed.  Some  dozen  or  more  were  thus  spirit- 
ed away.  So  it  goes,  fire  and  sword,  and  an 
abrogation  of  personal  liberty  follow  in  the  march 
of  these  cruel  people.  The  rich  and  fertile  valley 
of  the  Rappahannock,  once  at  this  season  so  re- 
splendent with  its  fields  of  waving  grain,  the 
abundant  rewards  of  an  honest  husbandry,  no 
longer  greet  the  eye.  But  the  sight  is  saluted  in 
the  stead  with  an  uncultivated  tract  of  fertile 
land,  with  here  and  there  the  charred  ruins  of 
some  fine  house  of  colonial  style  and  construc- 
tion. This  poor  old  town,  too,  battered,  and,  in 
some  instances,  demolished,  is  just  now  smiling 
in  the  gay  robes  of  rich,  ripe  verdure  with  which 
spring  has  bedecked  her.  She  is  far  from  finish- 
ed, and  will  yet  live  in  history,  an  undying  me- 
morial of  the  brutality  of  our  foe,  and  an  imper- 
ishable monument  of  sacrificing  patriotism. 
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Doc.  184. 
CAPTURE  OF  GRAND  GULF,  MISSISSEPPL 

ADMIRAL  D.  D.  PORTEa'S  REPORT. 
Flao-Ship  BnrTOH,  Okand  Gvlf,  Miss.,  M«y  8, 1868. 

Hon,  Gideon  Welles^  Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  that  I  got 
under  way  this  morning  with  the  La&yette, 
Carondelet,  Mound  City,  and  Pittsburgh,  and 
proceeded  up  to  the  forts  at  Grand  Gulf  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking  them  again,  if  they  had  not 
been  abandoned.  The  enemy  had  left  before  we 
got  up,  blowing  up  their  ammunition,  spiking 
their  large  guns,  and  burying  or  taking  away 
the  lighter  ones.  The  armament  consisted  of 
thirteen  guns  in  all.  The  works  are  of  the  most 
extensive  kind,  and  would  seem  to  defy  the 
efforts  of  a  much  heavier  fleet  than  the  one  which 
silenced  them.  The  fojts  were  literally  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  accuracy  of  our  fire.  Colonel 
Wade,  the  commandant  of  the  batteries,  was 
killed,  also  his  chief  of  staff.  Eleven  men  were 
killed  that  we  know  of,  and  our  informant  says 
that  many  were  wounded,  and  that  no  one  was 
permitted  to  go  inside  the  forts  after  the  action, 
oiccept  those  belonging  there. 

We  had  a  hard  fight  for  these  forts,  and  it  is 
with  real  pleasure  that  I  report  that  the  navy 
holds  the  door  to  Vicksburgh.  Grand  Gulf  is 
the  strongest  place  on  the  Mississippi.  Had  the 
enemy  succeeded  in  finishing  the  fortifications, 
no  fleet  could  have  taken  them. 

I  have  been  all  over  the  works  and  fbund  them 
as  follows :  One  fort  on  a  point  of  rocks,  seventy- 
five  feet  high,  calculated  for  six  or  seven  guns, 
mounting  two  seven-inch  rifles  and  one  eight- 
inch  and  one  Parrott  gun  on  wheels,  which  was 
carried  off.  On  the  left  of  this  work  is  a  trian- 
gular work  calculated  to  mount  one  heavy  gun. 
These  works  are  connected  with  another  fort  by 
a  covered  way  and  double  rifle-pits  extending 
one  quarter  of  a  mile,  constructed  with  much 
labor  and  showing  great  skill  on  the  part  of  the 
constructor.  The  third  fort  commands  the  river 
in  all  directions.  It  mounted  one  splendid  Blake- 
ly  one  hundred  pounder^  one  eight^inch  and  two 
thirty  pounders.  The  latter  were  lying  bursted 
or  broken  on  the  ground. 

The  gunboats  had  so  covered  up  every  thing 
with  earth  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  at  first 
what  was  there,  with  the  exception  of  the  guns 
that  were  dismounted  or  broken. 

Every  gun  that  fell  into  our  hands  was  in  good 
condition,  and  we  found  a  large  quantity  of  am- 
munition. 

These  are  by  far  the  most  extensively  built 
works,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  Vicks- 
burgh, I  have  seen  yet,  and  I  am  happy  to  say 
that  we  hold  them. 

I  am  dismounting  the  gims  and  getting  on 
board  the  ammunition. 

Since  making  the  above  examination  new  forts 
have  been  passed  nearly  finished.  They  had  no 
guns,  but  were  complete  of  the  kind  as  regards 
position,  and  had  heavy  field-pieces  in  them. 

David  D.  Porter, 

AcUng  Rear  Adminl,  OozEkmandlng  Mlssisiippl  Sqnadroo. 


Doc.  185. 
FIGHT  AT  WARRENTON  JUNCTION,  VA. 

Faivax  Oom-Hoim,  Hay  4, 1961 
The  telegraph  last  evening  conveyed  the  intel- 
ligence of  a  fight  at  Warren  ton  Junction  betwe^ 
a  portion  of  StaheVs  cavalry,  under  comtnand  of 
Colonel  De  Forrest,  and  Moseby's  guerriUaSw  The 
rebels,  numbering  about  three  hundred,  succeed- 
ed in  passing  the  outposts  between  eight  a&d 
nine  o  clock  yesterday  morning.  They  then 
made  a  dash  upon  some  eighty  men  of  the  Ftr«t 
Virginia,  who  were  dismounted,  feeding  thdr 
horses.  These  men  finding  that  they  could  not 
mount  in  time  to  resist  the  attack,  prepared  to 
defend  themselves  on  foot  As  the  rebels  came 
up,  they  gave  them  a  volley  which  emptied  a 
number  of  saddles  and  checked  the  onset  A 
desperate  fight  now  occurred,  and  for  a  short 
time  the  First  Virginia  succeeded  in  keeping  them 
at  bay.  But  numbers  told,  and  the  rebels  cap- 
tured about  half  the  force,  the  others  fighting 
gallantly.  One  of  our  men  was  shot  after  he 
had  given  up  his  arms,  and  this  cowardly  act 
aroused  his  comrades  for  revenge. 

Meanwhile  a  force  of  the  FifUi  New-T<n'k,  led 
by  Major  Hammond,  had  come  up,  and  they  gal- 
lantly charged  the  rebels  with  the  sabre,  com- 
pletely routing  them  and  recapturing  all  our 
men.  Major  Hammond  continued  in  pursuit  he 
yond  Warrenton.  The  rebels  fought  desperately, 
but  only  succeeded  in  killing  one  of  the  first 
Virginia  and  wounding  sixteen,  five  of  whom 
were  ofiicers.  The  rebel  loss  was  very  heavy, 
their  dead  being  left  upon  the  field  and  scattered 
by  the  roadside.  Twenty-three  prisoners  were 
taken,  fifteen  of  whom  were  wounded.  Among 
the  prisoners  is  the  notorious  bushwhacker,  Did[ 
Moran.  Moran  has  been  Mosebv^s  right  bower 
for  a  lon^  time.  He  says  he  told  Moseby  not  to 
make  this  attack,  that  our  force  was  too  large, 
and  that  they  would  be  whipped.  He  tlunks 
Moseby  threw  the  command  into  a  fight  which ' 
he  had  no  business  to  undertake,  and  so  sacri- 
ficed his  men.    Moran  is  badly  wounded 

Templeton,  a  rebel  spy,  who  has  been  in  Wash- 
ington within  a  week,  and  who  was  supplied  with 
all  kinds  of  papers,  was  killed.  The  prisoners 
belone  to  Stuart's  Black  Horse  cavalry,  Hamp- 
ton's legion,  Richardson's  battalion,  and  Mose- 
by's  battalion.  One  of  them,  formeriy  a  Major 
in  the  Quartermaster's  Department  of  the  C.S.  A, 
resigned  his  position  for  the  purpose  of  join- 
ing Moseby.  His  name  is  S.  P.  Lusfaane,  and 
he  hails  ffom  Washington,  Pa.  The  man  who 
shot  one  of  our  men  who  was  made  prisoner  U 
also  woimded  and  with  the  prisoners.  Our  offi- 
cers and  men  behaved  with  great  gallantly.  Men- 
tion is  to  be  made  of  Major  Hammond,  Captains 
Krom,  Penfield,  and  McMasters,  of  the  Fifth 
New-York,  Captain  Harris,  of  the  First  Viipnia, 
and  Captain  Bean,  of  the  ¥1rst  Vermont  Uo^ 
by  begins  to  understand  by  this  time  that  guer- 
rilla fighting  has  its  reverses  as  well  as  succes^eiL 
He  hi»  now  lost  within  a  week,  by  capture  and 
death,  over  one  hundred  and  fifty  men,  and  Gtxt 
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eral  Stahel  does  not  intend  he  shall  have  much 
peace  untU  all  are  captured  or  dispersed. 

CASUALTIES. 

Killed:  Private  Nichols,  company  C,  First 
Virginia. 

WovNDED :  Major  Josiali  Steele,  First  Virginia, 
mortally ;  Captain  Wm.  A.  McCoy,  company  C, 
First  Virginia,  slightly;  Captain  A.  H.  Krom, 
company  G,  Fifth  New-York,  dangerously ;  First 
Lieutenant  Frank  Munson,  company  L,  Fifth 
New- York,  slightly;  Second  Lieutenant  Samuel 
McBride,  company  B,  Fifth  New- York,  slightly ; 
Levi  Lowe,  company  C,  First  Virginia,  slightly ; 
James  Swihart,  company  N,  First  Virrinia,  dan- 
gerously; Isaac  Shaw,  company  H,  First  Vir- 
ginia, dangerously;  William  McDade,  company 
B,  First  Virginia,  slightly ;  Michael  Murphy,  com- 
pany C,  First  Virginia,  dangerously;  Franklin 
Doak,  company  B,  First  Virginia,  slig\>tly ;  Thos. 
P.  Hatfield,  company  C,  First  Virginia,  danger- 
ously ;  David  Stuller,  company  F,  First  Virginia, 
slightly ;  Bartholomew  Grimer,  company  M,  First 
Virginia,  mortally ;  Jeremiah  Riggs,  company  B, 

First  Virania,  slightly ; Bowman,  company 

B,  First  Virginia,  mortally,  (since  died.) 


Doc.  186. 
CLAYTON'S    RAID    IN    ARKANSAS. 

A  NATIONAL  ACCOUNT. 

HiLnriL,  AftKAinAa,  M«7  Ifi,  1868. 

HAvrNG  been  along  with  the  expedition  that 
has  just  returned  from  White  River,  Bayou  de 
Vieu,  and  Saint  Francis,  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
you  a  slight  sketch  of  the  most  important  inci- 
dents, and  of  the  battle  at  Mount  Vernon,  Saint 
Francis  County,  between  Colonel  Carter's  Texas 
Rangers  and  the  Fifth  Kansas  cavalry,  under 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins. 

On  the  morning  of  the  sixth  ultimo,  an  expedi- 
tion left  this  point,  having  for  its  object  the  thor- 
ough scoiuing  of  the  country  lying  west,  to  the 
White  River,  north  to  Bayou  de  Vieu,  and  east 
to  the  Saint  Francis,  the  destruction  of  all  forage 
likely  to  subsist  the  enemy,  and  ascertaining  the 
whereabouts  of  General  Price's  forces,  who  were 
reported  as  marching  upon  this  place  from  Little 
Rock. 

The  troops  comprising  this  expedition  were 
the  Fifth  IlHnois  cavalir,  four  hundred  men ;  the 
Fifth  Kansas  cavalry,  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  men;. First  Indiana  cavalry,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  and  one  seetion  of  the  Dubuque 
battery ;  all  under  command  of  Colonel  Powell 
Clayton,  Fifth  Kansas  cavalry,  at  present  com- 
manding* the  Second  brigade,  Second  cavalry  di- 
vision, army  of  Tennessee. 

They  all  left  on  the  Little  Rock  road;  but 
about  six  miles  out,  the  infantry  took  the  Moreau 
and  Cotton  Plant  road,  expecting  to  meet  Cole- 
man at  Switzer's,  on  the  prairie,  seven  miles 
from  Cotton  Plant  The  cavalry  marched  to  the 
crossing  of  Big  Creek  the  first  day,  and  proceed- 
ed to  build  a  pontoon-bridge,  the  rebels  having 


burned  the  old  bridge  early  last  fall.  That  night, 
by  midnight,  the  bridge  was  completed,  and  by 
noon  the  next  day  the  whole  command  was 
safely  over.  We  then  marched  to  within  eight 
miles  of  Clarendon,  and  encamped  upon  a  plan- 
tation where  the  rebels  kept  a  picket-post  Our 
men  fired  upon  their  pickets,  killing  one  and  tak- 
ing one  prisoner.  They  also  got  a  fine  Sharpe's 
target  rme  and  uniform  coat — confederate,  of 
course. 

On  the  morning  of  the  eighth  the  Colonel  sent 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Jenkins,  with  the  Fifth  Kan- 
sas, ofif  the  road  about  eight  miles,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  a  camp  of  n^roes,  who  were 
sent  there  by  their  masters  to  keep  them  out  of 
our  way. 

Taking  a  guide,  they  made  their  way  through 
almost  impassable  *' bayous"  and  "  soughs"  un- 
til they  reached  the  island.  Here  they  met  the 
**  darkies,"  men,  women,  and  children,  mounted 
on  mules,  ponies,  and  horses.  They  immediately 
turned  and  fled ;  and  now  commenced  a  scene 
which  bafiles  description.  The  boys  after  them, 
and  the  Colonel  foremost,  shouting  at  the  top  of 
their  voices  for  them  to  stop,  that  no  harm  was 
meant  them.  After  an  exciting  chase  of  half  an 
hour,  they  were  all  overtaken  except  three.  They 
gave  as  their  reason  for  running  that  they  had 
been  told  we  would  take  and  put  them  in  our 
front  in  battle,  and  thus  they  would  all  be  killed. 
We  found  at  a  house  on  this  island,  canister  shot 
for  six-pounder  guns,  and  a  large  amoimt  of 
powder  and  lead,  all  of  which  we  destroyed. 
We  reached  Switzer's  that  night,  and  found  in- 
fantry and  all  there.  We  had  met  no  enemy  so 
far,  except  an  occasional  guerrilla  squad.  After 
grazing  our  jaded  horses,  (for  there  was  no  com,) 
we  started  next  morning  for  Madison,  on  the 
Saint  Francis,  and  Wittsburgh,  fifteen  or  twenty 
miles  above,  while  the  infantry  returned  to  He- 
lena by  way  of  Moreau,  Marianna,  and  Lagrange. 

The  road  from  Switzer's  to  the  I'Anguille  River 
is  known  as  the  Military  road,  and  goes  to  Mem- 
phis. For  about  six  miles  it  leads  through  a 
level  prairie,  and  then  striking  the  timber,  it  is  a 
corduroy  or  causeway,  not  wide  enough  to  turn 
a  wagon  on,  and  a  deep  ditch  on  either  side,  until 
it  strikes  the  I'Anguille  at  a  point  known  as  the 
Bridge,  some  twenty  or  twenty-five  miles  firom 
Switzer's,  and  twenty  miles  west  and  north  of 
Madison. 

About  one  mile  west  of  the  bridge  is  where 
the  Fourth  Iowa  cavalry  was  surprised  and  de- 
feated last  fall  by  the  Texans.  Colonel  Clayton 
stopped  here  with  the  First  Indiana  and  the  ar- 
tillery, sending  Colonel  Jenkins  forward  to  Tay- 
lor's Creek,  five  miles  distant,  with  the  Fifth 
Kansas  and  Fifth  Illinois. 

We  camped  that  night  (the  tenth)  at  Dr. 
Cobb's,  one  of  the  murderers  of  Lipps,  a  Union 
man.  This  Cobb,  with  his  brother  and  twenty- 
five  other  miscreants,  went  to  Lipp's  house, 
knocked  his  wife  down  with  a  revolver,  and 
murdered  Lipps  in  cold  blood,  and  all  this  for 
his  outspoken  and  determined  Unionism.  Dozens 
of  persons  will  testify  to  this  to  the  very  letter. 
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Cobb  had  taken  the  precaution  to  leave,  and  is 
safe  at  Little  Rock.  Let  him  beware,  should 
ever  the  Fifth  Kansas  get  him ;  a  short  shrift  and 
a  long  rope  will  be  his  reward. 

The  next  morning,  about  two  p.m.,  a  despatch 
came,  ordering  the  Colonel  (as  we  understood) 
to  proceed  to  Hughes  Ferry,  via  Mount  Vernon, 
and  ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  Dobbins^ s  regi- 
ment of  guerrillas,  as  well  as  the  practicability 
of  crossing  the  whole  command  at  that  place,  and 
report  to  Colonel  Clayton  by  message  that  after- 
noon. At  six  A.M.  of  the  eleventh  we  started, 
and  after  going  over  the  hills  of  Crowley's  ridge, 
about  fifteen  miles,  we  came  down  into  the 
TAnguille  bottom.  We  followed  the  base  of  the 
ridge  down  to  McDanieFs  Mills,  seven  miles 
from  the  ferry,  taking  its  owner  prisoner.  We 
burned  the  mill,  which  had  been  grinding  for 
the  rebels  all  winter,  and  in  this  bottom  alone 
we  destroyed  by  fire  about  fifty  thousand  or 
sixty  thousand  bushels  of  corn. 

A  negro  here  came  into  camp,  stating  that 
General  Marmaduke  had  six  thousand  men  up 
at  Wittsburgh,  and  that  there  was  a  plan  laid  to 
cut  us  off,  as  follows :  Dobbins  was  to  be  at  the 
ferry  with  five  hundred  men,  while  a  column 
was  to  attack  us  from  above.  A  consultation 
was  held,  and  then  the  Fifth  Illinois  started  for 
the  Widow  Hinton's,  four  miles  above,  at  the 
foot  of  the  ridge,  to  feed;  and  as  soon  as  our 
regiment  had  fed,  the  bugle  sounded  to  horse, 
and  we  started  for  Taylor's  Creek,  where  Colonel 
Clayton  was  to  meet  us,  or  remain  to  hear  from 
us.  Passing  the  Fifth  Illinois  about  four  p.m., 
we  proceeded  to  a  point  about  five  miles  be- 
yond; and  when  nearing  Mount  Vernon,  the 
quick,  sharp  report  of  the  rifles  of  the  advanced 
guard  notified  us  of  the  proximity  of  the  enemy ; 
a  loud  and  more  sonorous  volley  informed  us 
that  they  had  replied  with  their  double-barrelled 
shot-guns. 

Colonel  Jenkins  immediately  rode  to  the  front, 
and  the  regiment  came  up  at  a  sharp  gallop. 
They  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  a  line  across 
the  ridge,  about  one  hundred  yards  in  advance^ 
The  Colonel  now  ordered  the  regiment  to  dis- 
mount, keeping  about  eight  or  ten  men  to  hold 
every  forty  horses ;  and  company  A  was  deploy- 
ed to  the  right,  and  another  company  to  the  left, 
and  ordered  to  move  forward  as  skirmishers, 
other  companies  covering  the  centre. 

And  now  commenced  an  engagement,  lasting 
about  three  quarters  of  an  hour,  our  men  driving 
the  rebels  before  them  with  loud  cheers ;  break- 
ing their  line  three  different  times,  and  punish- 
ing them  severely. 

At  length  the^  appeared  in  such  force  that  it 
was  deemed  advisable  to  choose  a  favorable  posi- 
tion and  make  a  stand.  We  were  on  a  wide  oak 
ridge,  and  had  forced  the  enemy  back  about  one 
third  of  a  mile. 

A  large  oak  tree  had  been  thrown  nearly 
across  the  road  by  a  storm,  and  the  road  had  to 
bend  a  little  to  get  around  it ;  having  no  branch- 
es, it  afforded  an  excellent  cover  for  about  forty 
men.    Here  we  were  ordered  to  halt    The  cen- 


tre was  now  strengthened,  the  flanks  and  rear 
well  guarded ;  and  though  the  rebels  kept  up  an 
almost  continuous  volley,  it  seemed  to  be  felt  by 
both  officors  and  men  that  their  real  force  was 
yet  to  come. 

The  rebels  were  aboi}t  eighty  yards  from  us, 
in  line  across  the  road«  when  they  poured  in  a 
heavy  volley,  and  parted  to  the  right  and  left, 
making  way  for  those  from  behind. 

And  now  a  sight  met  our  eyes  well  calculated 
to  make  the  sternest  heart  quail.  A  regiment 
or  column  of  cavalry  was  seen  coming  down 
upon  us  at  full  speed — the  officers  waving  their 
sabres,  encouraging  their  men.  When  within 
sixty  yards,  the  whole  column  broke  out  into  a 
mad  yell,  such  as  might  have  come  from  ten 
thousand  Camanche  Indians. 

Then  it  was  that  our  Lieutenant-Colond  showed 
of  what  stuff  he  was  made.  Sitting  calmly  and 
bravely  on  ^is  horse,  right  amidst  his  men,  he 
encouraged  them  both  by  orders  and  example. 
"  Reserve  your  fire,  men,  until  they  are  close  on 
you,  and  then  let  every  shot  tell."  And  how  they 
obeyed,  the  sequel  but  too  well  showed.  When 
within  thirty  or  forty  yards,  they  were  met  by 
such  a  storm  of  balls  as  made  many  a  gallant 
rider  bite  the  dust ;  and  though  the  weight  and 
impetus  of  the  column  carried  them  almost  to  us, 
the  fire  was  so  severe  and  concentrated  they 
broke  right  and  left  and  retreated,  leaving  sereral 
dead  and  wounded  behind.  In  the  course  of  fif- 
teen minutes,  or  perhaps  thirty,  during  which 
time  they  kept  up  a  constant  firing,  the  same 
thing  was  repeated  again. 

This  time  a  large  and  fine-looking  officer  was 
at  their  very  heftd,  while  a  little  on  one  side  rode 
a  richly  dressed  field-officer,  whom  our  men  re- 
cognized immediately  as  Colonel  Carter,  he  bar- 
ing been  in  our  camp  three  days  last  £ill  when 
here  with  a  flag  of  truce. 

On  they  came,  with  that  same  wild  yell,  more 
desperate  from  tiieir  first  repulse ;  and  now  th^ 
confederate  flag  was  seen  waving  close  to  the 
front  When  they  are  close  up,  "  Give  it  to  them, 
boys,  and  fire  low  I"  was  the  ColoneFs  orders,  as 
he  sat  watching  the  coming  shock,  while  the  lead 
was  whistling  all  around  him;  and  well  they 
obeyed  the  onler.  The  Captain  leading  the  col- 
umn fell,  shot  through  and  through,  within  strik- 
ing distance  of  our  men.  Colonel  Carter  here 
went  down,  whilst  the  color-sei'geant  tumbled 
headlong  from  his  saddle  close  to  us.  And  here 
a  piece  of  bravery  and  gallantry  was  performed, 
worthy  of  the  &r-famed  ranger.  After  a  more 
terrible  punishment  than  before,  they  broke  in  the 
same  way,  and  just  as  the  last  of  the  ooluma 
wheeled  off  to  the  right,  a  ranger  noticed  his 
colors,  and  swinging  himself  clear  over  to  one 
side,  gathered  them  up  and  rode  off. 

And  now  a  piteous  scene  presented  itsdf-^c 
ground  was  s^wn  with  dead  and  wounded  reb- 
els, the  wounding  asking  beseechingly  for  wa- 
ter. "  For  God's  sake,  water !"  and  though  the 
fight  was  not  over,  our  men  procured  a  littie  in  > 
ravine  near  by,  and  gave  it  to  them. 

The  Captain  proved  to  be  Captain  McKee,  com- 
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pany  B,  Twen^-first  Texas,  a  large  man  weigh- 
ing about  two  hundred  and  twenty -five  pounds. 
He  informed  us  it  was  Colonel  Carter^s  brigade,' 
and  that  his  regiment  had  never  before  been  re- 
pulsed in  a  charge.  Upon  questioning  him,  we 
also  learned  that  Colonel  Clayton  had  fell  back 
west  of  the  bridge,  and  that  tfiere  were  two  bri- 
gades between  us ;  also  that  they  intended  to  cut 
us  off  from  the  crossing  at  Hughes  Ferry.  In  a 
few  minutes  they  attempted  a  third  charge,  but 
only  came  part  way,  gave  a  faint  cheer  and  fell 
back  once  more. 

They  now  opened  on  us  with  artillery,  and  it 
was  deemed  prudent  to  withdraw.  Their  loss  in 
killed  was  nearly  thirty,  and  wounded  about  three 
times  as  manj.  Our  own  loss  was  only  one  killed 
and  fourteen  wounded.  We  attribute  the  large 
disproportion  of  wounded  to  their  shot-guns. 

Our  men  took  from  the  dead  several  trophies 
in  the  way  of  revolvers,  shot-guns,  etc 

The  Fiilh  Illinois  now  came  up,  the  recall  was 
sounded,  and  we  retired  in  perfect  order. 

We  reached  the  ferry  about  midnight  At  day- 
light on  the  morning  of  the  twelfth,  we  com- 
menced crossing  our  horses,  and  by  noon  we  had 
swam  seven  hunxlred  and  twenty-five  horses  over 
a  deep  river  one  hundred  yards  wide,  and  crossed 
all  the  men  without  a  single  accident  The  in- 
&ntry  returning  to  Marianna,  caused  Dobbins  to 
change  camp. 

The  Fifth  Kansas  will  now  bet  their  bottom 
dollar  on  their  Lieutenant-Colonel,  as  well  as  their 
Majors,  Sam  Walker  and  T.  W.  Scudder. 

Col.  Clayton  arrived  at  Helena  on  the  morning 
of  the  thuteenth,  and  the  Fifth  came  in  that  night 
Colonel  Clayton  drove  the  rebels  back  at  Tay- 
lor's Creek  and  made  good  his  retreat  to  Helena. 
Altogether  this  is  the  most  important  scout  ever 
made  from  Helena — so  says  Crenend  Prentiss. 
Harmaduke  has  been  again  repulsed  with  loss, 
tnd  General  Prentiss  has  received  certain  infor- 
mation of  his  whereabouts.  He  destroyed  over 
one  hundred  thousand  bushels  of  corn  for  the 
enemy,  and  brought  a  good  man^  negroes  out  of 
slavery.  Excuse  the  length  of  this  letter ;  but  as 
this  has  made  quite  a  stir,  I  thought  you  would 
like  some  items.  Orderly  Sergeant. 

P.  S. — Our  surgeon,  who  was  left  with  two 
wounded  men,  we  having  no  ambulances,  has 
just  returned,  and  reports  that  he  saw  two  cap- 
tains and  two  lieutenants  who  were  killed,  and 
two  lieutenants  severely  wounded  Also,  eight- 
een privates  so  severely  wounded  as  to  have  beds ; 
they  admit  they  were  beaten.  Colonel  Cla3rton 
defeated  them  at  Taylor's  Creek,  with  the  First 
Indiana,  and  Colonel  Jenkins  at  Mt  Vernon  with 
the  Fifth  Kansas — a  punishment  they  will  not 
soon  forget  0.  S. 

Doc.  187. 
CAPTURE   OF  ALEXANDRIA,  MISS. 

DESPATCH  OF  ADMIRAL  PORTBR. 

Mnsiauppt  Squadron,  Flao-Sbip  On.  Pbios,  ) 
Gravd  Gulp,  Hob.,  Bfay  12.     f 

Sir:  I  haye  the  honor  to  inform  you,  from 

Alexandria,  of  the  capture  of  that  place  and  the 


forts  defending  the  approaches  to  the  city,  hy  the 
naval  force  under  my  command.  Twenty-four 
hours  after  we  arrived  the  advance-guard  of  Unit- 
ed States  troops  came  into  the  city,  and  General 
Banks  arriving  soon  after,  I  turned  the  place  over 
to  his  keeping.  The  water  beginning  to  fall,  I 
deemed  it  prudent  to  return  with  the  largest  ves- 
sels to  the  mouth  of  the  Red  River.  I  dropped 
down  to  Forts  De  Russy  in  the  Benton,  and  un- 
dertook to  destroy  these  works.  I  only  suc- 
ceeded, however,  in  effectually  destroying  the 
three  heavy  casemates  commanding  the  channel, 
and  a  small  water-battery  for  two  guns.  About 
six  hundred  yards  below  it  I  also  destroyed  by 
bursting  one  heavy  thirty-two  pounder  and  some 
gun-carriages  left  in  their  hurry  by  the  enemy. 
The  main  fort,  on  a  hill  some  nine  hundred  yards 
from  the  water,  I  was  unable  to  attend  to.  It  is 
quite  an  extensive  work,  quite  new  and  incom- 
plete, but  built  with  much  labor  and  pains.  It 
will  take  two  or*three  vessels  to  pull  it  to  pieces : 
I  have  not  the  powder  to  spare  to  blow  it  up.  The 
vessels  will  be  ordered  to  work  at  it  occasionally, 
and  it  will  be  soon  destroyed. 

In  this  last-mentioned  fort  was  mounted  the 
eleven-inch  gun,  which,  I  am  led  to  believe,  lies 
in  the  middle  of  the  river,  near  the  fort,  the  rebels 
throwing  it  overboard  in  their  panic  at  the  ap- 
proach of  our  gimboats.  The  raft  which  closed 
the  entrance  I  have  blown  ujf,  sawed  in  two,  and 
presented  to  the  poor  of  the  neighborhood. 

I  sent  Commander  Woodworth  in  the  Price, 
with  the  Switzerland,  Pittsburgh,  and  Arizona,  up 
Black  River  to  make  a  reconnoissance,  and  he 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  valued  at 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars,  consisting  of 
salt,  sugar,  rum,  molasses,  tobacco,  and  bacon. 

David  D.  Porter, 

Acting  Rear-Admiral,  Oommanding  MlwaJMlppl  Sqaadron 

Hon.  Gideon  Welles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Doc.  188. 


GENERAL  STONEMAN'S  RAID 

THROUGH    VIRGINIA,     APRIL    29   TO    MAY  7. 

ToMROwx,  May  7, 18ML 
To  Major- General  Hallech: 

Colonel  Kilpatrick,  with  his  regiment^  the  Har- 
ris Light  cavalry,  and  the  rest  of  the  Illinois 
Twelfth  regiment,  have  just  arrived  at  Gloucester 
Point,  opposite  the  fort  They  burned  the  bridges 
over  the  Chickahominy,  destroyed  three  la^e 
trains  of  provisions  in  the  rear  of  Lee^s  army, 
drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  to  within  two  miles  of 
Richmond,  and  have  lost  only  one  lieutenant  and 
thirty  men,  having  captured  and  paroled  three 
hundred  prisoners.  Ainong  the  prisoners  was  an 
aid  to  General  Winder,  who  was  captured,  with 
his  escort,  far  within  the  intrenchments  outside 
of  Richmond.  This  cavalry  have  marched  nearly 
two  hundred  miles  since  the  third  of  May.  They 
were  inside  of  the  fortifications  of  Richonond  on 
the  fourth,  and  burned  all  the  stores  at  Ayle*s 
Station,  on  the  Mattapony.  On  the  fifth  they 
destroyed  all  the  bridges  over  the  Pamunkey  and 
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Mattapony,  and  a  large  depot  of  com  and  stores 
near  and  above  the  Rappahannock,  and  came  in 
here  in  good  condition.  The^  deserve  great  credit 
for  what  they  have  done.  It  is  one  of  the  finest 
feats  of  the  war.  Rufus  Kino, 

Brigadler-Oeneral  OommancUng  Post. 

COLONEL  KILPATRIOK'S  REPORT. 

ToBXTOwv,  Ya.,  Hay  S. 

If ajor- General  El  TT.  Hallecky  Commander-in- 
Chiefs  United  States  Army. 
General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  by 
direction  of  Major-Oeneral  Stoneman,  I  left  Lou- 
isa Court-House  on  the  morning  of  the  third  inst, 
with  one  regiment  (the  Harris  Light  cavalry)  of 
my  brigade ;  reached  Hungary,  on  the  Freder- 
icksburgh  Railroad,  at  daylight  on  the  morning  of 
the  fourth,  destroyed  the  depot,  telegraph  wires, 
and  railroad  for  several  miles,  passed  over  to  the 
Brook  turnpike ;  drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  down 
the  pike  across  the  Brook ;  charged  a  battery  and 
forced  it  to  retire  to  within  two  miles  of  the  city 
of  Richmond ;  captured  Lieutenant  Brown,  aid- 
de-camp  to  General  Winder,  and  eleven  men  with- 
in the  fortification ;  passed  down  to  the  left  to 
the  Meadow  Bridge,  on  the  Chickahominy,  which 
I  burned:  ran  a  train  of  cars  into  the  river ;  re- 
tired to  Hanovertown,  on  the  Peninsula ;  crossed 
and  destroyed  the  ferry  just  in  time  to  check  the 
advance  of  a  pursuing  cavalry  force ;  burned  a 
train  of  thirty  wagons,  loaded  with  bacon ;  cap- 
tured thirteen  prisoners,  and  encamped  for  the 
night  five  miles  from  the  river.  I  resumed  my 
march  at  one  a.m.  of  the  fifth ;  surprised  a  force 
of  three  hundred  cavalry  at  Aylett's,  captured 
two  officers  and  thirty-three  men ;  burned  fifty- 
six  wagons  and  the  depot,  containing  upward  of 
twenty  thousand  barrels  of  com  and  wheat, 
quantities  of  clothing  and  commissary  stores,  and 
safely  crossed  the  Mattapony  and  destroyed  the 
ferry  again,  just  in  time  to  escape  the  advance  of 
the  rebel  cavalry  pursuit  Late  in  the  evening  I 
destroyed  a  third  wagon-train  and  depot,  a  few 
miles  above  and  west  of  Tappahannock,  on  the 
Rappahannock,  and  from  that  point  made  a  foirced 
march  of  twenty  miles,  being  closely  followed  by 
a  superior  force  of  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  a  por- 
tion of  Stuart^s,  from  the  fact  that  we  captured 
prisoners  from  the  First,  Fifth,  and  Tentii  Vir- 
ginia cavalry.  At  sundown  I  discovered  a  force 
of  cavalry  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  above  King 
and  Queen  Court-House.  The  strength  was  un- 
known, but  I  at  once  advanced  to  the  attack, 
only,  however,  to  discover  that  they  were  fHends, 
a  portion  of  the  Twelfth  Hlinois  cavalry,  who 
had  become  separated  from  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tonant-Colonel  Davis,  of  the  same  regiment  At 
ten  A.M.,  on  the  seventh,  I  found  safety  and  rest 
under  our  brave  old  flag,  within  our  lines  at  Glou- 
cester Point 

The  raid  and  march  about  the  entire  rebel 
army,  a  march  of  nearly  two  hundred  miles,  has 
been  made  in  le^s  than  five  days,  with  a  loss  of 
one  officer  and  thirty-seven  men,  having  captured 
and  paroled  upward  of  eight  hundred  men. 
I  take  great  pleasure  in  oringing  to  your  notice 


the  officers  of  my  stafif^  Captain  P.  Owen  Jones, 
Captain  Armstrong,  and  Captain  Mclrvin,  Doctor 
Hackley  and  Lieutenant  Estis,  especially  the  lat- 
ter, who  volunteered  to  carry  a  despateh  to  Major- 
General  Hooker.  He  failed  in  the  attempt,  but, 
with  his  escort  of  ten  men  he  captured  and  pa- 
roled one  major,  two  captains,  a  lieutenant,  and 
fifteen  men.  He  was  afterward  himself  captured, 
with  his  escort,  and  was  afterward  recaptured  by 
our  own  forces.  He  arrived  this  morning.  I  can- 
not praise  too  highly  the  bravery,  fortitude,  and 
untiring  energy  displayed  throughout  the  march 
by  Lieutenant-Colonel  Davis,  and  the  officers  and 
men  of.  Ira  Harris's  Light  cavalry,  not  one  of 
whom  but  was  willing  to  lose  his  liberty  or  his 
life,  if  he  could  but  aid  in  the  great  battie  now 
going  on,  and  win  for  himself  the  approbation  of 
his  chiefs.    Respectfully  submitted, 

J.    KiLPATRICK, 
Colonel  Comd'g  Flnt  Brigade,  Third  Dirialoii  OKnkj, 

LtEUTENANT-OOLONEL  DAyiS*8  BXPOBT. 

BBAOQUAKTns  TwELm  iLLnoM  CatilstJ 
Gloucestoi  Pout,  Ta.,  Haj  IQ,  186SL    f 

To  Brigadier- General  Rufue  King^  Commanding 

at  Yorhtown: 

General  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of 
the  operations  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  cavalry 
since  leaving  the  main  body  of  the  cavaliy  corps, 
on  the  South- Anna,  on  the  morning  of  Suncby 
last 

My  orders  were  to  penetrate  to  the  Fredericks- 
burgh  Railroad,  and,  if  possible,  to  the  Virginia 
Central,  and  destroy  communications.  Should 
we  cross  the  Virginia  Central,  I  was  to  make  for 
Williamsburgh,  said  to  be  in  possession  of  our 
forces. 

We  marched  before  daybreak,  passing  down 
the  bank  of  the  South- Anna,  tlurough  a  region 
never  before  occupied  by  our  forces.  We  bomed 
one  bridge,  and  dispersed  a  party  of  mounted 
guerrillas,  who  made  a  poor  attempt  to  oppose  as. 
We  struck  the  first  railway  line  at  Ashland 
Lieutenant  Mitchell,  with  about  a  dozen  men,  was 
sent  ahead  to  occupy  the  place.  We  dashed  into 
the  village,  and  took  it  without  loss.  There  were 
but  few  of  the  enemy  there,  and  they  escaped  us. 
We  captured  their  arms,  however,  and  destroyed 
them.  Words  cannot  describe  the  astonishment 
of  the  inhabitants  at  our  appearance. 

I  assured  them  that  no  harm  would  be  done 
their  persons  or  property,  and  were  soon  better 
acquainted.  We  cut  the  telegraph  wire  and  tore 
up  a  half-dozen  rails,  and  pilic^  a  quantity  of 
boards  in  some  trestle-work  south  of  the  town, 
made  an  immense  fire  which  soon  consumed  the 
entire  structure.  While  at  this  work,  a  train  of 
cars,  approaching  the  town,  was  captured  and 
brought  in  for  inspection.  It  proved  to  be  an 
ambulance  train  from  Fredericl^buigh  of  seven 
cars  filled  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  sick  and 
wounded,  officers  and  soldio^  with  a  guard. 
Amone  them  was  an  aid  of  General  Letcher,  and 
several  officers  of  considerable  rank  We  re- 
ceived their  version  of  the  late  fight,  and  paroled 


DOCUHENTS. 


605 


them,  and  let  them  so,  leaving  the  cars  for  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  Allows  who  were  more  seri- 
ously injured.  The  engine  and  tender  of  the 
train,  together  with  another  found  in  the  town, 
were  rendered  completely  useless  by  a  mechanic 
from  the  ranks. 

We  found  here  a  large  stable  filled  with  rebel 
horses  and  mules.  Some  of  them  we  took  with 
us,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  most  of  them. 
We  destroyed  twenty  wagons,  with  harness,  etc 

We  left  Ashland  at  six  o^clock  p.x.  A  few 
miles  horn,  the  town  word  was  brought  us  that 
eighteen  wagons  was  camped  in  the  woods  near 
by.  I  sent  Captain  Roder,  with  companies  B  and 
0,  to  destroy  them,  which  he  did.  We  struck  the 
Central  Raiboad  at  Hanover  Station,  about  eight 
o*clock  P.M.  Although  wearied  and  exhausted  by 
our  day's  labor,  I  thought  it  best  to  complete  the 
duty  assigned  us,  and  break  all  the  enemy's 
connections  before  resting.  Not  an  enemy  op- 
posed us.  We  captured  and  paroled  about  thirty 
officers  and  men  at  the  station ;  they  made  no 
resistance.  Captain  Shears  was  ordered  to  de- 
stroy the  trestle-work,  which  reached  about  ten 
rods  to  the  south  side  of  the  depot  The  work 
was  efiectually  done  by  the  same  process  as  at 
Ashland,  and  by  its  blaze  we  could  clearly  dis- 
cern the  confederate  guards  passively  standing 
at  the  other  end.  We  also  burned  a  culvert,  and 
cut  the  telegraph  wires,  and  burned  the  depot 
buildings,  store-houses,  stables,  and  a  train  of 
cars,  all  belonging  to  the  confederate  government, 
and  filled  with  propertv. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  ^ve  a  precise  state- 
ment of  the  damage  here  inflicted  upon  the  en- 
emy. It  must  have  been  great  There  were 
more  than  a  hundred  wagons  burned,  a  thousand 
sacks  of  flour  and  com,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
clothing  and  horse  equipments.  The  buildings 
and  cars  were  full  of  property,  collected  for  the 
use  of  the  Southern  armjr.  All  private  property 
we  respected,  and  I  believe  that  none  whatever 
was  destroyed. 

By  the  light  of  the  burning  buildings  we  left 
the  station  and  marched  for  the  court-house, 
which  had  been  previously  occupied  by  Captain 
Fisher  with  companies  A  and  G,  who  had  placed 
pickets  there  and  taken  a  captain  and  four  men 
prisoners.-  We  passed  through  the  court-house 
and  marched  down  to  within  seven  miles  of  Rich- 
mond, where  we  bivouacked  till  eight  o'clock  the 
next  morning,  when  we  marched  for  Williams- 
burgh.  At  Tunstall  Station  (near  the  White 
House  and  the  Richmond  and  Torktown  Rail- 
road) a  train  of  cars  filled  with  infantry  and  a 
battery  of  three  guns,  was  run  out  to  oppose  us. 

I  thought  it  best  to  make  an  effort  to  break 
through  before  the  men  could  be  got  out  of  the 
cars,  or  the  battery  in  position  I  therefore 
brought  up  my  two  foremost  squadrons,  and  or- 
dered a  charge,  which  was  executed  bv  them, 
Charles  Reanes,  with  companies  D  and  F,  taking 
the  lead,  and  followed  by  Captain  Sheares,  with 
companies  H  and  I.  This  charge  was  made 
most  gallantly.  The  infantry  filled  the  embank- 
ment of  the  railway,  and  poured  upon  us  a  se- 


vere fire,  but  my  men  dashed  up  to  the  embank- 
ments in  splendid  style,  and,  with  carbines  and 
pistols,  responded  to  the  fire  with  equal  efiect 
It  was,  however,  impossible  to  break  through. 
There  were  formidable  rifle-pits  to  the  left  of  the 
road,  and  the  enemy  soon  filled  thefti,  and  we 
were  foreed  to  retire,  with  a  loss  of  two  killed 
and  several  wounded ;  among  the  latter,  Lieuten- 
ant Marsh,  who  was  among  the  foremost  in  the 
charge,  and  who  received  so  severe  a  wound  in 
the  nght  arm,  that  we  were  obliged  to  leave  him 
in  one  of  the  neighboring  houses. 

Failing  to  penetrate  the  enemy*s  lines  at  this 
point,  I  determined  to  cross  the  Pamunkey  and 
Mattapony  Rivers,  and  make  for  Gloucester  Point 
In  this  movement  I  had  nothing  to  guide  me  but 
a  common  map  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  I  was 
in  entire  ignorance  of  the  position  of  the  enepy's 
force,  except  that  the  line  before  me  was  closed. 
My  information  was  of  that  poor  sort  derived 
from  contrabands.  I  selected  Plunkett's  Ferry, 
over  the  Pamunkey,  and  occupied  it,  after  driv- 
ing away  a  picket  on  the  other  side,  with  whom 
we  exclianged  shots.  We  crossed  in  a  boat  hold- 
ing fifteen  or  eighteen  men  and  horses,  which  was 
poled  over  the  rtver.  Our  passage  was  not  dis- 
puted. In  the  same  manner  we  crossed  the  Mat- 
tapony, at'  Walkertown,  after  driving  away  a 
picket,  two  of  whom  we  captured.  Between  these 
two  ferries  a  portion  of  the  command  under  Ma- 
jor Bronson,  became  detached,  and  did  not  join 
us  until  the  seventh  instant  They  captured  fif- 
teen rebels  and  destroyed  a  quantity  of  saddles 
at  JKing  and  Queen  Court-House. 

From  Walkertown  we  marched  to  Gloucester 
Point,  having  travelled  a  distance  of  over  two 
hundred  miles,  much  of  it  through  Southern 
homes,  never  disturbed  by  the  presence  of  the 
enemy.'  Not  far  firom  Saluda  we  captured  and 
destroyed  a  train  of  eighteen  wagons,  loaded  with 
com  and  provisions. 

Our  total  loss  in  the  expedition  has  been  two 
commissioned  officers  and  thirty-three  enlisted 
men.  We  brought  with  us  one  hundred  mules 
and  seventy-five  horses,  captured  from  the  en- 
emy. We  captured,  in  the  course  of  our  march, 
a  much  larger  number,  which  we  could  not  bring 
on.  The  amount  of  property  destroyed  is  esti- 
mated at  over  one  million  of  dollars. 

Respectfully  submitted.  H.  Davis, 

lieatenani-Oolonel  Oommandlng. 

« 

ACOOUNT  BT  A  PARTIGIPANT. 

HlAOQUAftTSBS  STOKKMAR'S  CaTALRT  Ck)ftP8,  ) 

Friday,  May  8, 1868.        f 

I  will  commence  the  narrative  at  the  time 
when  it  may  be  said  the  command  first  entered 
the  enemy's  lines  by  crossing  Kelly's  Ford.  This 
was  effected,  without  damage,  on  the  morning  of 
Wednesday,  April  twenty-ninth,  the  Eleventh, 
Twelfth,  and  Fifth  army  corps  crossing  on  the 
same  day.  One  division,  however,  of  General 
Stoneman's  command,  that  commanded  by  Gen. 
Averill,  forded  the  river  near  the  Orange  and 
Alexandria  Railroad,  and  soon  after  crossing  en- 
countered a  small  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
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and  a  fight,  in  which  artillery  was  employed  for 
a  short  time,  ensued — the  enemy  retiring  after  a 
brief  contest  The  loss  on  either  side  was  small. 
General  AverilPs  orders  were  understood  to  be 
to  proceed  along  the  road  toward  Culpeper  and 
GordoMsville,  and  by  a  dashing  flank  movement 
to  keep  the  enemy^s  troops,  known  to  be  located 
in  that  vicinity,  employed,  while  detachments 
from  the  main  column  were  engaged  in  the  most 
important  duty  of  cutting  off  the  rebel  army  of 
the  Rappahannock  from  its  base  of  operations. 
Unfortunately,  Gen.  AverilFs  command  did  not 
protect  the  right  of  the  main  body,  and,  as  a 
consequence,  the  operations  at  different  points 
were  materially  interfered  with.  His  guns  were 
heard  on  Thursday,  and  from  prisoners  subse- 
quently captured,  we  learned  that  a  large  force 
had  been  encountered  at  Rapidan  Station,  on  the 
Oi*ange  and  Alexandria  Railroad,  kad  after  a 
short  fight.  General  Averill  retired.  At  all 
events  he  was  not  seen,  nor  his  anxiously  lis- 
tened for  guns  were  not  heard  again. 

General  Buford  went  to  the  left  after  crossing 
KcUy^s  Ford,  and  had  a  skirmish  with  the  en- 
emy. The  enemy  charged  and  were  repulsed ; 
before  they  advanced  again  an  abattis  was  con- 
structed out  of  trees ;  the  enemy  charged,  re- 
ceived a  volley  and  retired,  leaving  one  dead  man 
on  the  field. 

General  Stoneman,  with  the  bulk  of  his  com- 
mand, remained  near  Kelly*  s  Ford  until  nightfall, 
when  the  order  to  march  was  given,  and  the 
whole  force  crossed  and  bivouacked  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  a  little  rivulet — ^now  much  swollen 
by  the  recent  rains — ^known  as  Fleshman^s  River. 
Here,  in  an  open  ploughed  field,  the  troops  slept 
soundly,  without  other  protection  from  a  cold, 
pitiless  rain-storm  that  prevailed  all  night,  than 
that  afforded  by  their  blankets  and  rubber  cloths. 
The  night  was  dreary  in  the  extreme.  All  fires 
were  prohibited,  all  bugle  calls  were  suspended, 
and  orders  were  delivered  sotto  voce,  so  that  the 
enemy  should  have  no  opportunity  whatever  of 
Judging  of  the  number  or  position  of  the  force. 
These  precautions  were  carefully  observed  during 
the  nine  days*  campaign,  and  to  this  may  be  at- 
tributed in  part  the  success  of  the  enterprise 
with  so  little  loss. 

Thursday  morning,  (April  thirtieth,)  the  whole 
command  was  aroused  from  slumber  before  day- 
light ;  after  a  little  shaking  and  wringing,  *^  boots 
and  saddle"  was  whispered  to  the  different  com- 
manders, and  we  were  soon  upon  the  road  again. 
The  facility  with  which  man  adapts  himself  to 
any  circumstances — ^particularly  if  a  little  disa- 
greeable in  point  of  fact — was  jexemplified  this, 
morning.  The  night  liad  been  cold  and  wet,  just 
about  as  disagreeable  weather  as  one  meets  dur- 
ing a  lifetime,  and  nearly  every  body  was  drench- 
ed to  the  skin,  and  yet  not  a  man  could  have 
been  found  willing  to  own  that  he  was  in  any 
way  uncomfortable.  In  fact,  the  comfortable 
night* s  rest  obtained  in  three  inches  of  mud  and 
water,  was  the  boast  of  every  one.  "Never 
slept  better  in  my  life,**  said  a  gentleman  of  the 
medical  persuasion,  who  had  just  wrung  the 


water  out  of  his  blankets  and  seated  himself  io 
a  soaked  saddle,  and  who  the  day  before  was  suf- 
fering the  torment  of  rheumatic  pains  from  head 
to  foot  What  the  worthy  doctor  expressed,  all 
experienced.  Our  pickets  were  charged  upon 
during  the  night  by  strolling  rebel  cavalry,  but 
the  camp  was  not  alarmed ;  in  fact,  the  affair  was 
not  generally  known  in  camp.  The  same  move- 
ment was  repeated  at  early  dawn,  without  dam- 
age. Our  troops  are  quite  conscious  of  their 
strength,  and  will  not  easily  be  scared  from  their 
purpose.  The  command,  which  had  before  been 
culled  of  all  sick  men  and  doubtful  horses,  was 
culled  again  to-day,  and  all  pack  animals  save 
about  twenty,  all  weak  horses,  and  all  sick  or 
weak-kneed  troops  were  sent  back  across  the 
river. 

The  command  was  at  last  in  light  marching 
order.  To-day,  being  well  within  the  enemy's 
lines,  great  caution  was  exercised ;  proceeding  a 
few  miles  through  a  piece  of  woods  in  parallel 
columns,  a  lan;e  open  space  of  rolling  ground 
was  reached,  when  a  halt  was  made  in  the  wood-s 
and  the  whole  district  was  patrolled  for  an  cnemj. 
These  precautionary  plans  were  carried  out  dur 
ing  the  ^whole  expedition.  The  exercise  of  cau- 
tion was  particularly  necessary  to-day,  because 
cannonading  could  be  heard  on  the  right — sup- 
posed to  be  in  General  AverilFs  command.  Tbe 
advance  of  General  Buford's  column  arrived  near 
Minot*s  Ford,  on  the  Rapidan,  at  one  o*clock  p.m. 
Lieutenant  Penn  Gaskell,  Aid-de-Camp,  with  a 
squadron  of  the  Fifth  cavahy,  crossed,  and  dash- 
ing up  the  river,  caused  some  one  thousand  six 
hundred  rebel  infantry-— assembled  to  protect  the 
crossing  at  Raccoon  Ford,  two  miles  above— to 
leave  in  great  haste.  They  succeeded  in  escaping 
with  a  piece  of  artillery  which  they  had  intend- 
ed to  use  upon  the  head  of  General  Gregg's  col- 
umn. Lieutenant  Penn  Gaskell  followed  the  fly- 
ing fugitives  for  five  miles  on  the  road  toward 
Orange  Court-House,  (capturing  a  lieutenant  and 
nine  men — ^mostly  artillerymen,)  and  Genenl 
Gregg  crossed  the  river  at  Raccoon  Ford  without 
difficulty.  At  night  the  whole  force  encamped 
on  a  hill  commanding  the  ford,  with  orders  to  be 
in  the  saddle  at  two  a.m. 

Friday,  May  first,  another  cold,  wet  night, 
was  passed  in  the  open  air,  and  aU  pretended  to 
enjoy  it  hugely,  and  the  men  were  standing  to 
horse  at  the  hour  indicated,  but  the  march  was 
not  commenced  till  after  daylight — a  guide  was 
wanted.  Major  Falls,  of  Genial  Gregg*s  sta( 
foraged  to  supply  the  deficiency,  and  soon  after 
caused  much  amusement  by  oashing  along  the 
line  at  the  head  of  the  column  with  a  reliable 
contraband  astride  his  horse  behind.  To4ay,  at 
Orange  Spring,  a  lieutenant  on  Jackson*s  staC 
named  Mount,  was  captured  while  retoming 
from  Fauquier  County,  'where  he  had  been  on  a 
short  leave  of  absence.  He  alleges  he  was  cap- 
tured only  when  his  horse  became  unmanageable. 
The  approach  to  Orange  Spring  was  very  qvkt^ 
and  so  close  upon  a  column  of  rebel  cavahy  that 
they  were  forced  to  throw  away  several  wagon- 
loads  of  provisions,  and  abandon  their  jaded 
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horses  and  accoutrements.  A  few  stragglers 
were  captured  Amoi^  the  captures  to-day  was 
a  rebel  engineer  and  team  filled  with  the  imple- 
ments employed  in  his  department  At  two 
o* clock  P.M.,  scouts  reported  that  several  hundred 
of  the  enemy's  carahy,  with  a  train,  were  escap- 
ing by  a  side-road  on  our  right  Colonel  Wynd- 
hun  was  sent  in  pursuit,  and  went  to  the  vicinity 
of  Madison,  without  overhauling  the  force,  hoW' 
ever.  There  was  some  straggling  to-day,  owing 
to  the  desire  of  a  few  of  the  rear-guard  to  obtain 
peach  brandy,  which  the  inhabitants  deal  out 
liberally,  with  a  view,  no  doubt,  to  making  cap- 
tures. The  day  and  night  being  pleasant,  the 
command  marched  until  half-past  three  o'clock 
Saturday  morning.  May  second,  when  a  halt  was 
made  at  Greenwood,  one  mile  west  of  Louisa 
Court-House. 

Here  was  reached  the  Central  Virginia  Raih*oad. 
Detachments  were  sent  up  and  down  the  road 
for  miles  to  destroy  the  track,  culverts,  and 
bridges,  and  also  to  act  as  pickets  to  prevent  sur- 
prise. The  work  was  well  dona  Just  at  dawn. 
Colonel  Kilpatrick  charged  into  Louisa  Court- 
House.  The  visit  of  Yankees  was  entirely  unex- 
pected, and  the  people  were  caught  napping,  just 
as  they  had  rolled  over  for  a  morning  snooze. 

The  possibility  of  the  invading  troops  being 
Yankees  was  not  dreamed  of  until  several  strag- 
gling rebel  soldiers  had  been  arrested.  They 
supposed  it  to  be  Stuart's  cavalry.  When  the  scales 
had  fallen  from  their  eyes  with  the  rising  of  the 
sun,  the  whole  town  was  panic-stricken.  Fully 
believing  the  villainous  fiilsehoods  so  industrious- 
ly and  pertinaciously  circulated  by  the  Jeff  Davis 
despotism  at  Richmond,  as  to  the  treatment  the 
people  had  everywhere  received  at  the  hands  of 
our  soldiers,  they  were  much  relieved  when  as- 
sured that  their  lives  would  be  spared,  and  that 
private  property  would  not  be  interfered  with, 
except  in  such  cases  as  all  civilized  nations  con- 
sider legitimate — supplying  the  actual  necessities 
of  the  troops.  After  this  assurance,  the  people 
talked  freely  and  unreservedly  with  officers  and 
men.  A  break£Etst — consisting  of  com,  hog,  homi- 
ny, and  rye  coffee — ^was  obtained  at  the  hotel  for 
two  dollars.  For  shilling  calico,  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  yard  was  asked  at  the  stores; 
very  poor  whisky,  thirty-two  dollars  per  gallon, 
and  every  thing  else  was  proportionately  high. 
The  people  of  this  town,  like  those  of  many  others 
I  have  visited  in  rebeldom,  occupy  a  humiliating 
position.  They  are  not  innate  secessionists ;  in 
fact,  but  few  of  the  people  think  for  themselves 
at  alL  That  labor  is  performed  for  them  at  Rich- 
mond, and  all  they  have  to  do  is  to  pay.  Jeff 
Davis  has  fuU  control  over  their  minds ;  they  ate 
passive  instruments  in  his  hands,  and,  as  a  rule, 
but  few  have  any  excuse  for  opposing  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Union,  except  that  they  are  told 
to  do  so  by  the  master  demons  of  the  rebellion. 
To>day  the  people  of  Louisa  saw  for  the  first  time 
Uncle  Samuel's  postal  currency,  and  offered  any 
number  of  confederate  paper  dollars  for  Uncle 
Sam's  paper  representative  of  twenty-five  cents. 
Greenbadu  are  held  in  high  estimation.    A  pair 


of  shoes,  for  which  a  store-keeper  demanded 
twenty-eight  dollars,  were  offered  for  seven  dol- 
lars, if  paid  in  greenbacks.  The  reader  should 
bear  in  mind  that  this  was  in  a  place  where  the 
rebel  government  has  heretofore  held  undisputed 
sway. 

While  halting  in  Louisa,  a  squadron  of  the 
First  Maine  cavalry,  picketing  the  Culpeper 
road,  was  attacked  by  a  superior  force,  and,  after 
a  most  gallant  resistance,  fell  back,  leaving  two 
dead.  The  First  Maine  and  Second  New- York 
were  sent  to  their  support,  when  the  enemy  fled. 
The  ladies,  yesterday,  along  the  road,  assured  us 
that  we  should  have  **  plenty  of  fight"  at  Louisa 
Court-House.  But  like  many  other  rebel  boasts, 
the  wish  was  father  to  the  thought 

At  four  o'clock  p.m.  Saturday,  May  second,  the 
railroad  baring  been  destroyed  for  miles,  and  a 
number  of  cars  and  bridges— ^ver  Greenwood 
and  Hickory  Rivers — ^burned,  horses  and  troopers 
well  supplied  with  rations,  the  command  was 
moved  upon  a  hill  to  the  east  of  the  town,  and 
there  for  an  hour  awaited  the  threatened  attack 
by  troops  known  to  be  approaching  from  Gor- 
donsville.  But  the  two  regiments  at  the  west 
of  the  town  were  quite  sufficient  to  induce  a  re- 
trograde movement  of  both  infantry  and  cavalry. 
At  five  o'clock  the  command  started  for  Thomp- 
son's Cross-Roads,  (or  Four  Corners,)  which  point 
was  reached  at  about  half  past  eleven  o'clock  p.m. 
From  here  the  different  expeditions  started  to 
cut  the  enemy's  lines.  At  twelve  o'clock  mid- 
night. General  Stoneman  called  all  of  the  princi- 
pid  officers  together,  and  explained  his  general 
plan  of  operations.  The  commander  of  each  de- 
tachment was  directed  to  specify  points  to  be 
destroyed — the  special  object  of  his  mission  ac- 
complished, he  was  allowed  the  widest  latitude 
for  any  further  operations. 

By  half-past  two  o'clock  Sunday  morning.  May 
third,  the  several  expeditions  had  started.  The 
moon  was  shining  brightly,  the  roads  were  com- 
paratively good,  and  for  once  in  the  history  of 
the  war,  every  thing  was  in  harmony.  Colonel 
Wyndham,  of  the  First  New-Jersey  cavalry,  with 
his  own  and  the  First  Maine  r^ment&--in  all 
about  five  hundred  men,  took  a  southerly  direc- 
tion, and  crossing  Owen's  Creek,  Licking  Hole 
Creek,  Little  Licking  Hole  Creek.  Little  Byrd 
Creek,  and  several  other  creeks,  reached  Colum- 
bia, on  the  James  River,  at  about  eight  o'clock 
A.M.  The  approach  of  the  force  had  been  herald- 
ed, but  no  one  believed  it  The  man  who  went 
to  the  trouble  of  riding  ten  miles  to  give  the 
inhabitants  notice,  was  almost  mobbed  by  the 
people  —  they  doubted  his  sanity.  "  What ! 
Yankees  near  Columbia  ?  "  said  one  citizen.  "  It 
is  impossible ;  Jeff  Davis  would  not  permit  such 
an  invasion "  of  the  sacred  soiL  The  furnisher 
of  the  unwelcome  news  had  dirt  thrown  at  him, 
was  hooted  at,  and  followed  by  a  crowd  of  excit- 
ed people,  who  were  threatening  him  with  all 
sorts  of  vengeance,  just  as  the  advance-guard  of 
Colonel  Wyndham' s  force,  under  Major  Beau- 
mont, dashed  into  town.  There  were  no  soldiers 
there.    A  dozen  or  more  citizens  succeeded  in 
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escaping  across  the  riyer,  and  spreading  the  as- 
tounding intelligence,  and  soon  after  a  squad  of 
troopers  appeared  in  the  distance  on  the  opposite 
bank.  The  people  south  of  the  riyer  did  not  be- 
lieve the  story  told  by  the  fugitives.  One  man 
rode  with  his  servant  down  to  the  river-bank  to 
see  for  himself.  The  servant  seized  upon  the 
opportunity  to  ride  into  our  lines.  He  was  not 
pursued.  A  planter  sent  a  son  mounted  on  a 
valuable  horse  to  ascertain  the  news — ^believing 
the  force  to  be  Stuart^s  cavalry.  The  boy  asked 
an  officer  if  the  Yankees  had  been  whipped,  and 
was  told  that  they  had.  He  expressed  his  satis- 
&ction  and  was  about  leaving,  when  the  officer 
told  him  he  wanted  a  horse,  his  own  was  jaded. 
An  exchange  was  speedily  made.  The  boy  was 
evidently  somewhat  puaszled  at  this  summary 
proceeding,  but  thought  it  all  right  no  doubt,  as 
it  was  Stuart's  cavalry,  and  he  rode  off  to  tell  his 
&ther  the  news.  A  negro  who  manifested  some 
joyful  emotion  upon  hearing  that  the  Yankees 
were  coming,  was  severely  whipped  by  his  mas- 
ter just  below  Columbia,  a  few  hours  before  we 
reached  the  spot  The  negro,  upon  being  released, 
reiterated  his  former  expression,  and  an  attempt 
was  made  to  whip  him  again.  But  he  escaped, 
jumped  into  the  river  and  was  drowned.  The 
old  negro  preacher  on  the  plantation  where  the 
above  occurred,  told  mc  that  his  master  "  cursed 
de  Yankees  cause  dey  made  *im  loss  a  fifteen- 
hundred-dollar  nigger.*' 

In  the  canal  at  Columbia  were  found  several 
boats  loaded  for  Richmond  with  baled  hay  and 
commissary  stores,  all  bearing  the  stencil  mark 
of  C.  S.  A.  Another  boat  fi*om  Ljmchburgh 
arrived  during  the  day.  The  torch  was  applied 
to  the  boats ;  bridges  across  the  canal  —  of  which 
there  were  several  —  and  a  large  quantity  of 
medical  and  commissary  goods  found  in  a  ware- 
house, were  either  burned  or  thrown  into  the 
river.  The  bank  of  the  canat  was  cut  at  several 
points  within  five  miles,  and  the  locks  destroyed. 
At  Columbia  the  canal  crosses  the  James  River 
in  a  massive  stone  aqueduct  No  bne  seems  to 
have  known  of  this  6ti*ucture ;  at  all  events  noth- 
ing was  brought  along  to  secure  its  destruction. 

The  engineer  of  the  command,  and  Major  Beau- 
mont and  Captain  Thomas,  of  the  First  New- 
Jersey  cavalry,  each  made  special  effort  to  destroy 
this  structure.  There  was  no  blasting  tools  to 
be  had ;  several  kegs  of  blasting  powder,  how- 
ever, were  found  in  a  store-house,  and  three  of 
the  kegs  were  confined  in  a  cask,  and  the  cask 
filled  with  pressed  earth.  The  water  in  the  aque- 
duct being  eight  feet  deep,  it  was  designed  to 
sink  this  machine  over  one  of  the  piers  and  de- 
stroy the  same  upon  the  Maillefort  plan  of  blast- 
ing rocks  under  water.  Every  thing  was  arranged 
and  the  cask  was  being  lowered  into  the  canal  by 
means  of  a  rope,  when,  unfortunately,  the  rope 
broke,  and  the  cask  could  not  be  recovered  again 
within  the  time  prudence  dictated  that  absence 
from  the  place  would  be  desirable.  Several  ne- 
groes, who  followed  that  night,  allege  that  two 
rebel  regiments,  with  eight  pieces  of  artillery, 
entered  the  place  within  two  hours  after  Colonel 


Wyndham  evacuated  it  At  about  four  o'dock 
P.M.,  the  detachment  marched  down  the  ouul 
bank  for  about  five  miles,  forded  Byrd  Creek, 
and  taking  the  Fredricksburgh  pike  so  far  as  it 
went  in  the  right  direction,  arrived  at  Thompson's 
Four  Comers  at  ten  o'clock  the  same  night  This 
command  during  the  day  captured  several  hun- 
dred horses,  and  was  followed  into  camp  by  a 
drove  of  negroes. 

The  movements  of  General  Gregg's  command 
upon  the  Fredericksburgh  and  Richmond  Railroad 
at  Ashland  and  vicinity;  that  of  Colonel  Kil- 
Patrick  and  Colonel  Davis,  upon  the  Tirginia 
Central  road,  between  the  South-Anna  and  Rich- 
mond, and  the  destruction  of  all  the  pike  bridges 
on  the  South- Anna,  of  trains  of  cars,  of  <x>mmis- 
sary  stores  and  depots,  have  been  referred  to  in 
a  previous  letter.  Eaich  of  these  detachments 
captured  a  large  number  of  horses,  and  destroyed 
immense  amounts  of  property  in  use  by  or  ready 
for  the  agents  of  the  rebellion. 

Sunday  and  nearly  all  day  Monday,  General 
Buford's  command  was  stationed  near  Shannon 
Hill,  and  a  detachment  under  Captain  Drummond 
was  sent  to  destroy  the  canal  and  bridge  near 
Cedar  Point,  which  work  was  most  effectually 
accomplished.  Sunday  night,  the  third,  it  is  be- 
lieved both  Hampton  and  Lee's  brigades  were 
encamped  within  two  miles  of  General  Buford. 

On  the  morning  of  the  fourth,  a  picket,  consist- 
ing of  sixty  men,  commanded  by  Lieut  Stoddard, 
of  the  Fifth  cavalry,  was  attacked.  Fifteen  of  our 
men  were  captured.  Among  the  number  missiBg 
are  two  officers,  supposed  to  have  been  captured. 

Tuesday  the  fifth,  the  whole  of  the  command 
concentrated  near  Yanceyville,  and  during  the 
day  divine  service  was  held  in  the  St  Jameses 
church  at  that  place.  The  Rev.  O.  A.  Brickman, 
Chaplain  First  Maryland*  cavalry,  officiated,  and 
a  patriotic  and  fervent  prayer  was  offered  by 
Major  C.  H.  Russell,  of  the  same  regiment  in 
the  afternoon  the  retrograde  movement  was  com- 
menced. General  Buford^s  division  made  a  cir> 
cuit,  passing  near  Gordonsville.  General  Gregg's 
division  crossed  the  South-Anna  at  YanceyriUe, 
and  on  Friday  morning.  May  eighth,  the  whole 
force  reached  Kelly's  Ford  in  safety. 

On  Thursday,  just  after  crossing  Raccoon  Ford, 
General  Stoneman  sent  Lieutenant  Sumuer,  of 
his  staff,  as  bearer  of  despatches  to  Gen.  Hooker, 
with  whom  he  had  not  communicated  since  the 
twenty-ninth  ultimo.  Taking  with  him  an  escort 
of  sixteen  men,  Lieutenant  Sumner  went  to  the 
Germanna  bridge,  with  a  view  to  reaching,  if 
possible,  United  States  Ford.  The  result  of  the 
battle  near  Fredericksburgh  was  not  then  known. 
Information  obtained  from  residents  near  Ger^ 
manna  bridge  satisfied  Lieutenant  Sumner  that 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  go  further  in  that 
direction.  He  accordingly  proceeded  to  Richards'^ 
Ford,  and  with  great  difficulty  succeeded  in  cross- 
ing in  safety.  The  escort  being  unable  to  ford 
the  river,  moved  back  five  miles  to  a  fium-boose, 
where  they  stopped  for  the  night,  and  next  morti- 
ing  overtook  General  Stoneman  at  Kelly's  Fomi 
Not  an  armed  rebel  was  seen  by  this  party* 
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To  sum  up — (General  Stoneman  moved  about 
within  the  enemy's  lines  at  will  for  nine  days, 
with  a  force  not  exceeding  five  thousand  men ; 
disabled  erery  line  of  communication  between  the 
army  of  the  Rappahannock  and  the  rebel  capital, 
and  the  canal  through  which   more  than  one 
half  of  their  supplies  are  received  —  so  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  competent  judges,  neither  line, 
provided  the  rebels  have  every  fiu;ility  for  the 
work,  can  be  repaired  in  less  than  four  weeks ; 
destroyed  millions  of  dollars'  worth  of  commis- 
sary stores,  and  other  supplies ;  obstructed  travel 
upon  the  main  pikes,  by  destroying  all  bridges 
over  large  streams ;  gave  the  citizens  of  ten  coun- 
ties,  namely,  Culpeper,  Spottsylvania,  Orange, 
Hanover,  Henrico,  Louisa,  Goochland,  Fluvanna, 
King  William,  and  New-Kent,  an  opportunity  to 
see  for  themselves  that  not  only  are  the  Yankee 
soldiers  confident  and  in  good  spirits,  but  are 
really  human  beings  and  not  inhuman  savages, 
as  represented  by  the  Richmond  chivalry ;  cap- 
tured hundreds  of  horses,  and  above  all  met  the 
one  great  objection  made  to  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation,  so  far  as  the  counties  visited  are 
concerned,  by  letting  the  colored  population  know 
that  they  are  free,  and  weakening  the  producing 
class  in  rebeldom  by  the  removal  of  hundreds  of 
able-bodied  men,  and  sowing  the  seed  of  demor- 
alization among  the  rest,  so  that  the  laboring 
class,  in  fiict  as  well  as  theory,  becomes  a  danger- 
ous element    All  tbis  has  been  accomplished  by 
the  raid  of  General  Stoneman,  with  the  loss,  prob- 
ably, of  less  than  one  hundred  men,  all  told— -only 
two  of  whom  were  killed.    As  an  offset  to  this 
loss,  our  troops  killed  a  number  of  rebels,  and 
captured  between  one  and  two  hundred  pris- 
oners. 

In  the  counties  visited  there  were  but  few  reb- 
els found  at  home,  except  the  very  old  and  the 
very  young.  In  nine  days'  travel  I  did  not  see 
fifty  able-bodied  men  who  were  not  in  some  way 
connected  with  the  army.  Nearly  every  branch 
of  business  is  at  a  standstill.  The  shelves  in 
stores  are  almost  everywhere  empty ;  the  shop 
of  tho  artisan  is  abandoned  and  in  ruins.  The 
people  who  are  to  be  seen  passively  submit  to  all 
that  emanates  from  Richmond  without  a.  mur- 
mur ;  they  are  for  the  most  part  simple-minded, 
and  ignorant  of  all  that  is  transpiring  in  the  great 
threatre  about  them.  An  intelligent-looking  man 
in  Columbia  laughed  heartily  whefi  told  that 
Union  troops  occupied  New-Orleans  —  Jeff  Davis 
would  let  them  know  it  were  such  the  fact ;  and 
I  could  not  find  a  man  who  would  admit  that  the 
confederates  had  ever  been  beaten  in  a  single  en- 
gagement These  people  do  not  even  read  the 
Kichmond  papers,  and  about  all  the  information 
they  do  obtain  is  what  is  passed  about  in  the 
primitive  style,  fi^m  mouth  to  mouth.  Before 
this  raid  they  believed  that  the  Union  soldiers 
were  any  thing  but  civilized  beings,  and  were 
stricken  with  terror  when  their  approach  was 
heralded.  Of  six  churches  seen  in  one  day,  in  only 
one  had  there  been  religious  services  held  within 
six  months.  One  half  at  least  of  the  dwelling- 
houses  are  unoccupied,  and  fast  going  to  decay. 

Vol.  VI.— Doc.  89 


The  fear  of  famine  was  everywhere  expressed ; 
the  government  seizes  upon  every  thing  that  can 
go  to  sustain  the  army,  leaving  those  who  are 
not  in  the  army  to  shift  as  best  they  can.  Many 
have  provisions  concealed  to  avoid  the  searching 
eyes  of  the  government  agents.  Through  tho 
agency  of  negroes,  large  quantities  of  provisions 
thus  hid  away  were  brought  to  light  for  the  ben- 
efit of  Union  soldiers.  The  farmer's  fold  is  reg- 
ularly culled  of  all  marketable  sheep,  swine,  and 
beeves,  and  what  is  left  behind  is  not  fit  for  the 
butcher's  stall.  The  larder  of  the  largest  plant- 
ers contains  little  else  than  bacon  and  com-meaL 
The  wheat  crop,  now  coming  forward,  is  im- 
mense—  in  fact,  little  else  has  been  put  in  the 
ground.  The  rich  valleys  of  the  James  and 
Rapidan  Rivers  are  vast  wheat-fields — more,  in 
fact,  than  can  be  gathered,  unless  the  army  is 
turned  to  this  work.  The  negroes  are  not  nu- 
merous enough  for  the  task,  even  wel*e  they  not 
in  a  fair  way  of  being  so  thoroughly  demoralized 
as  to  refuse  to  work  unless  paid  in  "  greenbacks." 

The  negroes  everywhere  have  an  idea — ^how  it 
got  into  their  heads  they  cannot  exactly  tell,  but 
it  is  there  —  that  the  Yankee  troops  were  their 
fiiends,  notwithstanding  the  contrary  assertion  of 
theur  masters,  whom  from  infancy  they  have  been 
taught  to  obey.  They  everywhere  crowded  upon 
our  columns  and  begged  to  be  permitted  to  go 
along,  and  not  unfrequently  brought  one  or  more 
horses  with  them  as  a  sort  of  bribe.  They  point- 
ed out  where  valuable  horses  were  concealed, 
gave  information  as  to  the  movements  of  confed- 
erate troops,  and  at  several  places  sat  up  all  night 
to  bake  com  cakes  for  .the  Yankees,  and  for  which 
they  asked  no  remuneration.  Some  of  them 
were  so  overjoyed  at  the  sight  of  our  soldiers 
that  they  gave  vent  to  their  feelings  in  prayer, 
thanking  Jesus  fervently  for  sending  us. 

R  A.  Paul. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  ac- 
complished by  General  Stoneman^ s  expedition: 

Bridges  destroyed, 22 

Culverts  destroyed, 7 

Ferries  destroyed, 5 

Railroads  broken,  places, 7 

Supply  trains  burned, 4 

Wagons  destroyed, 123 

Horses  captured, 200 

Mules  captured, 104 

Canals  broken, 3 

Canal  boats  burned, 5 

Trains  of  cars  destroyed, 8 

Storehouses  burned, 2 

Tel^raph  stations  burned, 4 

Wires  cut,  places, 5 

Depots  burned,     8 

Towns  visited, 25 

Contrabands  liberated, 150 

RIOHMOND  "  EXAMINER  "  ACCOUNT. 

RicimoirD,  Mmj  S,  186S. 

At  an  early  hour  yesterday  morning  several 
persons  reached  the  city  who  were  on  the  ambu- 
Unoe  train  at  the  time  of  its  capture  by  ihe  Yan- 
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kees  on  Sunday  evening.  From  one  of  them  we 
obtained  some  particulars  of  the  affair.  As  the 
train  neared  the  hotel  at  Ashland,  a  couple  of 
shots  were  fired  at  the  engine,  which  was  at  once 
stopped.  The  Yankees  were  the  Twelfth  Illinois 
regiment,  five  hundred  strong,  and  commanded 
by  a  Colonel  Davis,  who  sud  he  was  originally 
from  King  George  County,  Virginia,  and  claimed 
kin  with  President  Davis.  By  order  of  the  Col- 
onel the  engine  was  uncoupled  and  burned.  All 
the  sick  and  wounded  and  passengers  were  then 
paroled. 

No  interference  was  made  with  private  proper- 
ty. Just  as  the  train  was  first  hailed  by  the 
Yankee  cavalry,  several  persons  who  were  in  the 
back  car,  among  them  a  bearer  of  despatches 
from  General  Lee,  jumped  off  and  succeeded  in 
escaping,  and  are  supposed  to  have  made  their 
way  to  our  forces  at  the  South-Anna,  or  to  Hano- 
ver Junction.  The  Yankee  Colonel  was  disposed 
to  be  very  chatty.  He  said  he  knew  the  country 
around  about  Ashland  like  a  book,  that  he  had 
fox-hunted  over  it  many  a  time.  The  privates 
were  not  so  complacent ;  they  seemed  rather  un- 
easy, fearing  surprise.  One  of  them  was  heard 
to  ask  another  how  he  liked  the  country.  The 
fellow  said  he  didn't  like  it  altogether:  he  feared 
it  was  unhealthy  to  people  from  so  far  north. 
The  Yankee  horses  were  first-rate,  and  all  in  good 
order.  The  sick  and  wounded  on  the  train  were 
immediately  taken  into  the  houses  of  the  resi- 
dents of  Ashland  and  the  vicinity,  and  attended 
by  the  ladies.  The  only  property  destroyed  by 
the  raid-makers  was  the  engine  of  the  ambulance 
train,  an  old  engine  lying  at  Ashland,  and  some 
two  hundred  yards  of  the  railroad  track. 

At  eight  oVlock  a.h.,  a  courier  reported  at  head- 
quarters that  the  Yankee  cavalry,  to  the  number 
of  five  thousand,  were  at  Warwick's  farm,  five 
miles  from  that  city.  About  the  same  time  an- 
other courier  brought  information  that  the  enemy 
had  appeared  at  Hungary  Station,  a  station  ten 
miles  up  the  Fredericksburgh  Railroad.  These 
announcements,  of  course,  produced  some  excite- 
ment, though  persons  who  had  had  any  experience 
of  couriers'  stories  received  the  accounts  with 
many  grains  of  allowance.  All,  however,  believed 
that  the  Yankees,  a  part  or  a  whole  of  the  same 
who  had  been  at  Ashland  on  the  day  before,  were 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city,  with  the  design,  not  of 
attacking  the  capital,  but  of  inflicting  still  fur- 
ther damage  upon  our  railway  communication 
with  the  army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

At  seven  o'clock  a.m.  a  telegraphist  had  been 
sent,  with  an  engine  and  tender,  up  t^e  Central 
road  to  repair  the  wires.  Upon  the  receipt  of 
the  above  news,  much  uneasiness  was  felt  for  the 
safety  of  the  above  p%rty.  About  eleven  o'clock, 
a  jouth  who  had  ridden  in  from  Atice's,  brought 
ioibrmation  that  the  engine  had  been  captured 
by  the  Yankees  at  the  railroad  bridge  over  the 
C'hickahominy,  five  miles  north  of  this  city,  a 
locality  made  memorable  by  the  fact  that  near 
here,  on  fhe  twenty-sixth  of  June,  1862,  General 
A.  P.  Hill  begun  the  great  battle  of  Richmond. 

Between  eleven  and  twelve  o'clock  yesterday 
morning,  Major  John  F.  Wrenn,  with  about  eighty 


men  of  his  cavalry  battalion,  who  on  Sunday 
started  to  Hanover  Junction,  returned  to  this  city 
by  the  Mechanicsville  turnpike.  From  one  of  the 
men  we  learned  the  adventures  of  the  company 
during  their  brief  absence  from  the  city.  On 
their  way  to  the  Junction,  when  three  miles  on 
this  side  of  Ashland,  they  met  on  the  mountain 
road  a  considerable  body  of  Yankee  cavalr)'.  Ma- 
jor Wrenn  at  once  drew  up  his  men  in  line  of 
battle,  but  the  enemy  showing  no  disposition  to 
make  an  attack,  he  advanced  upon  him.  A  fkir- 
mish  at  long-range  ensued,  in  which  forty  or  fifty 
shots  were  Bred  on  each  side.  One  Yankee  was 
seen  to  fall  from  the  saddle.  No  one  was  stniclc 
on  our  side.  Major  Wrenn,  finding  the  enemy's 
force  superior  to  his  own,  fell  back  slowly  toward 
Richmond.  During  the  night,  General  I^yor  rode 
out  fix>m  the  city  alone,  and  joined  Major  Wrenn. 
The  men  remained  in  the  saddle  all  night,  falling 
back  slowly,  and  watching  the  enemy.  At  fire 
o'clock  this  morning  the  retreating  party  came 
in  sight*  of  the  Brooke  bridge,  on  the  Brooke  turn- 
pike, Uiree  miles  fix>m  the  city,  when,  to  their  sur- 
prise, they  found  it  occupied  by  a  detachment  of 
several  hundred  Yankees.  Seeing  his  retreat  in 
that  direction  cut  off,  and  the  Yankees  pre&^ing 
on  his  rear.  Major  Wrenn  wheeled  his  column  to 
the  left,  and  made  across  the  country  for  the 
Meadow  Bridges,  which,  on  nearing,  he  discovered 
to  be  also  in  the  possession  of  the  enemy.  With- 
out loss  of  time  he  bore  still  further  east,  and  by 
dint  of  urging  his  jaded  horses  to  their  utmost 
was  enabled  to  reach  and  cross  in  safety  the  Me- 
chanicsville bridge,  from  which  point  access  to 
the  city  was  unobstructed.  General  Pryor  and 
Major  Wrenn  at  once  repaired  to  the  camp  of 
the  battalion  at  the  old  fair  grounds,  and  set 
about  collecting  fresh  horses  with  which  tons 
sume  the  field. 

Between  one  and  two  o'clook  p.m.,  John  L 
Phillips  and  James  Crone,  the  tel^;raph  operator 
and  engineer,  who  had  started  out  in  the  morn- 
ing to  repair  the  wires  on  the  Central  Railroad, 
returned  to  this  city  on  foot  They  give  the  fol- 
lowing account  of  their  expedition :  They  left  the 
city  at  seven  o'clock  A.if.,  with  an  engine  and  ten- 
der, having  with  them  two  negro  firemen.  They 
proceeded  as  far  as  Peake's,  eighteen  miles  from 
Richmond,  without  seeing  any  signs  of  the  enemy. 
At  this  place  they  were  met  by  a  section  master 
of  the  road,  who  informed  them  that  the  Yanked 
were  at  Hanover  Court-House,  wha%  they  had 
staid  all  night  Upon  the  receipt  of  this  infor- 
mation they  immediately  reversed  the  engine  and 
started  to  return.  On  nearing  the  bri^  orer 
the  Chickahominy  the  engineer  discovered  the 
Yankees  employed  in  burning  that  structure: 
Leaving  the  free  negroes  to  shift  for  themselres, 
Crone  and  Phillips  leaped  from  the  engine  and 
plunged  into  the  dense  under-growth  of  Chick- 
ahominy swamp.  The  Yankees  pursued  them 
a  short  distance,  and  gave  up  the  chase.  They 
then  made  the  negroes  put  a  full  head  -ot  steam 
on  the  engine,  and  run  it  into  the  stream  orer  the 
broken  span  of  the  bridge.  '  Having  done  all  the 
damage  they  oonvenienUy  could  to  the  br»i^  and 
railroadf  they  robbed  one  of  negroes  of  his  hat 
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and  silver  watch,  and,  leaving  behind  them  a 
couple  of  horses  that  were  too  much  jaded  to  keep 
up  with  their  hasty  movements,  took  up  their 
departure  in  an  easterly  direction.  The  negroes 
jumped  upon  the  horses  and  rode  into  town. 

The  nearest  approach  to  this  city  ever  made  by 
hostile  Yankee  was  accomplished  on  yesterday 
morning.     When  McClelUn  beleaguered  the  cap- 
ital of  the  Confederacy  twelve  months  ago,  and 
**  On  to  Richmond  T'  was  the  watchword  of  his 
numberless  legions,  five  miles  was  the  least  dis- 
tance ever  between  him  and  the  object  of  his 
hopes  and  ambition.     But  on  yesterday  morning, 
at  nine  o'clock,  three  hundred  Yankee  cavalry 
visited  the  farm  of  Mr.  John  B.  Young,  on  the 
Brooke  turnpike,  two  miles  from  the  corporate 
limits.     Their  stay,  it  is  true,  was  brief,  but  they 
enjoyed  one  of  the  finest  views  of  the  spires  and 
house-tops  of  the  city,  and  were  rewarded  by  the 
acquisition  of  three  fine  horses,  which  they  stole 
from  Mr.  Young.     One  of  the  horses  they  took 
from  a  buggy  standing  before  the  door.    The  first 
intimation  Mr.  Young  had  of  the  proximity  of 
an  enemy,  three  blue-coats  galloped  up  to  his 
house  from  the  rear  and  began  to  put  a  halter  on 
his  buggy-horse.     He  stepped  out  of  the  house 
and  asked  the  man  what  he  was  doing.     The  fel- 
low replied  that  he  was  about  to  take  that  horse 
by  ^*  orders  from  headquarters.*'    Then  the  truth 
that  the  individual  before  him  was  a  live  Yankee, 
for  the  first  time  flashed  across  his  mind.     He  at 
once  concluded  that  General  Lee  must  have  been 
defeated,  and  that  Hooker  was  marcHing  on  Rich- 
mond.    Having  secured  the  horses,  the  Yankees 
rejoined  the  main  body,  who  were  drawn  up  in 
line  on  the  pike  in  front  of  the  house.     The  Yan- 
kees were  in  much  terror,  evidently  expecting 
every  moment  to  be  pounced  upon  by  the  rebel 
forces.     The  first  explanation  Mr.  Young  received 
of  this  sudden  apparition  of  Yankees  upon  his 
peaceful   premises  was  from  a  regiment  of  our 
troops  sent  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy. 

General  Winder,  attended  by  one  of  his  aids, 
was  out  on  the  Brooke  pike  yesterday  morning 
making  a  reconnoissance,  when  he  narrowly  es- 
caped capture  by  the  Yankee  freebooters.  He 
saw  approaching  him  a  body  of  cavalry ;  mistak- 
ing them  for  Wrenn's  battalion,  he  was  on  the 
point  of  riding  up  to  them,  when  his  aid  discov- 
ered their  nationality.  The  General  and  his  aid 
galloped  on  leisurely,  soon  leaving  the  jaded  cat- 
tie  of  the  Yankees  out  of  sight  This  was  the 
same  party  who  visited  Mr.  Young's  fann.  A 
lieutenant,  James  Brown,  who  had  been  on  a  visit 
to  Mr.  Paleskes,  a  few  miles  up  the  pike,  had  a 
short  time  before  been  arrested  and  paroled  by 
them  after  being  robbed  of  his  horse. 


Doc.  189. 
CONSCRIPTION    PROCLAMATION. 

BT  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA : 

A  PEOCLAUATION. 

WhercMj  The  Congress  of  the  United  States  at 
its  last  session  enacted  a  Uw  entitled,  *^  An  act 


for  enrolling  and  calling  out  the  national  forces 
and  for  other  purposes,"  which  was  approved  on 
the  third  day  of  March  last,  and 

Whereas^  It  is  recited  in  the  said  act  that  there 
now  exists  in  the  United  States  an  insurrection 
and  rebellion  against  the  authority  thereof,  and  it 
is,  under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
the  duty  of  the  Government  to  suppress  insur- 
rection and  rebellion,  to  guarantee  to  each  State 
a  republican  form  of  government,  and  to  preserve 
the  public  tranquillity,  and 

Whereas^  For  these  high  purposes  a  military 
force  is  indispensable,  to  raise  and  support  which 
all  persons  ought  willingly  to  contribute ;  and 

Whereas^  No  service  can  be  more  praiseworthy 
and  honorable  than  that  which  is  rendered  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
Union,  and  the  consequent  preservation  of  the 
Government;  and 

Wherea$^  For  the  reasons  thus  recited,  it  was 
enacted  by  the  said  statute  that  all  able-bodied 
male  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  persons  of 
foreign  birth,  who  shall  have  declared  on  oath 
their  intentions  to  become  citizens,  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  laws  4hereo^  between  the  ages 
of  twenty  and  forty-five  years,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions not  necessary  to  be  here  mentioned,  are 
declared  to  constitute  the  national  forces,  arid 
shall  be  liable  to  perform  military  duty  in  the 
service  of  the  United  Stales,  when  called  out  by 
the  President  for  that  purpose ;  and 

'WhereaSy  It  is  claimed,  and  in  behalf  of  per- 
sons of  foreign  birth  within  the  ages  specified  in 
said  act  who  have  heretofore  declared  on  oath 
their  intentions  to  become  citizens  under  and  in 
pursuance  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  have  not  exercised  the  right  of  suffrage  or 
any  other  political  franchise  under  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  States  thereof, 
are  not  absolutely  precluded  by  their  aforesaid 
declaration  of  intention  froxa  renouncing  their 
purpose  to  become  citizens,  and  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, such  persons  under  treaties  or  the  law  of 
nations,  retain  a  right  to  renounce  that  purpose 
and  to  forego  the  privil^e  of  citizenship  and  res- 
idence within  the  United  States  under  the  obliga- 
tions imposed  by  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress. 

Now,  therefore,  to  avoid  all  misapprehensions 
concerning  the  liability  of  persons  concerned  to 
perform  the  service  required  by  such  enactment, 
and  to  give  it  full  efiect,  I  do  hereby  order  and 
proclaim  that  no  plea  of  alienage  will  be  received 
or  allowed  to  exempt  from  the  obligations  impos- 
ed by  the  aforesaid  act  of  Congress,  any  person 
of  foreign  birth  who  shall  have  declared,  on  oath, 
his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  under  the  laws  thereof,  and  who  shall  be 
found  within  the  United  States  at  any  time  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  the  present  insurrection 
and  rebellion,  at  or  after  the  expiration  of  the 
sixty-five  days  from  the  date  of  this  proclamation, 
nor  shall  any  such  plea  of  alienage  be  allowed  in 
favor  of  any  such  person  who  has  so  as  aforesaid 
declared  his  intention  to  become  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  and  shall  have  exercised  at  any 
time  the  right  of  suffrage  or  any  other  political 
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franchise  within  the  United  States,  under  the  laws 
thereof^  or  under  the  laws  of  any  of  the  several 
States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my 
seal  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to 
be  afSxed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eighth 
day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863,  and 
of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  the 
eighty-seventh.  Abraham  Lincoln. 

By  the  President, 

Wm.  H.  Seward, 

Secretary  of  State. 


Doc.  190. 
THE  BATTLE  AT  RAYMOND,  MISS. 

CINCINNATI  "COMMERCIAL"  ACCOUNT. 

RxTMOND,  Mbb.,  May  18, 1868. 

The  hattle  fought  yesterday  within  three  miles 
of  the  town  of  Raymond,  Mississippi,  ought  to 
be  called  the  battle  of  Famden's  Creek,  from  the 
stream  near  which  it  commenced,  and  whose 
banks  last  evening  bore  ^tness  to  the  dreadful 
struggle,  by  the  number  of  dead  and  wounded 
that  lay  strewn  along  them. 

As  a  battle,  the  engagement  of  yesterday  is,  of 
course,  not  entitled  to  rank  with  such  bloody 
contests  as  Shiloh  and  Donelson,  but  many  who 
participated  in  it,  and  some  who  witnessed  jt, 
agree  in  pronouncing  it,  what  an  officer  called  it 
this  morning,  **  one  of  the  heaviest  small  battles 
of  the  war."  I  was  attempting  to  narrate  the 
leading  events  of  the  day  this  morning,  but  had 
made  only  a  very' little  progress  when  the  special 
messenger,  on  whom  I  relied  for  the  transmission 
of  my  letter  to  Milliken's  Bend,  compelled  me  to 
close,  as  he  was  about  to  start  for  the  river,  and 
could  not  wait  on  me  even  half  an  hour. 

Skirmishing  commenced  early  in  the  morning. 
Our  cavalry  advance  exchanged  shots  with  the 
enemy  soon  after  daylight  The  rebels  had  their 
cavalry  thrown  out  several  miles  from  their  main 
body,  as  is  their  invariable  custom  in  the  South- 
West,  and  one  which  we  might  imitate  with  great 
advantage  to  ourselves. 

At  about  nine  o^dock.  Captain  Foster,  in  com- 
mand of  our  advance  cavalry,-came  back  from  the 
front  to  meet  General  McPherson,  to  whom  he 
communicated  the  condition  of  affairs,  giving  it  as 
his  opinion  that  there  was  a  body  of  rebel  in- 
fantry ahead,  which  it  would  be  dangerous  for 
cavalry  to  attempt  to  penetrate.  After  pretty 
heavy  firing  by  the  cavalry,  in  which  the  Second 
Illinois  lost  two  killed  and  several  wounded,  the 
Twentieth  Ohio,  Colonel  Force  commanding,  was 
ordered  to  advance  in  line  'of  battle  across  a 
couple  of  fields  toward  some  heavy  timber,  where 
it  was  supposed  the  rebels  had  their  infantry 
force.  Shortly  afterward  the  Seventy-eighth  and 
Sixty-eighth  Ohio  and  Thirtieth  Illinois  were 
ordered  forward  in  a  similar  manner.  These 
regiments  constituted  the  Second  brigade  of  Gene- 
eral  Logan's  division. 

The  Twentieth  Ohio  kept  steadily  on  its  way 


forward,  followed  by  the  other  regiments  of  the 
Second  brigade.  As  they  approached  the  woods 
the  rebels  sought  to  check  their  advance  by  a 
heavy  fire  from  the  timber,  but  our  men  stood 
their  ground  nobly,  contending  against  the  il* 
most  concealed  foe  at  great  disadvantage,  never 
yielding  an  inch,  but  pressing  steadily  forward. 
General  Logan,  on  ascertaining  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  his  front,  sent  word  to  the  First  and 
Third  brigades  of  his  division  to  close  up  their 
ranks  and  push  forward  as  rapidly  as  possible. 
Meantime  the  Second  brigade  was  holding  ita 
own  against  a  vastly  superior  force.  It  was  soon 
reenforced  by  the  brigades  under  Generals  Jdm 
E.  Smith  and  John  D.  Stevenson. 

Shortly  after  the  opening  of  the  fight,  Captain 
De  Golyer's  battery.  Eighth  Michigan,  was  order- 
ed to  the  front,  and  took  a  commanding  position 
for  the  purpose  of  dislodging  the  enemy  from  the 
woods,  the  infantry  having  proven  itself  inade- 
quate to  the  task.  The  James  rified  guns  of  De 
Golyer^s  battery  opened  and  commenced  pouring 
a  heavy  fire  of  shell  into  the  rebel  colunms.  The 
enemy  now,  for  the  first  time,  opened  artillery 
upon  us.  His  aim  was  good,  succeeding  in  mak- 
ing our  infantry  change  position.  But  his  pur- 
pose was  to  silence  the  Eighth  Michigan  batterr, 
and  he  failed  in  that  Finding  it  impossible  ta 
silence  the  guns  with  artillery,  the  rebels  attempt- 
ed a  charge  upon  the  battery.  A  regiment  of 
men  essayed  the  hazardous  undertaking.  AVhile 
they  were  removing  a  fence,  preparatory  to  mak- 
ing the  decisive  dash,  the  battery  opened  on 
them.  Our  men  fired  two  shells  into  their  midst, 
both  of  which  burst  among  them,  killing  and 
wounding  a  large  number,  and  causing  the  entire 
column  to  fall  back  in  disorder.  At  Sieir  inglo* 
rious  withdrawal,  our  infantry  sent  up  a  few  rous- 
ing cheers,  which  had  the  effect  of  accelerat'ng 
the  speed  of  the  fugitives,  and  inspiring  our  whole 
command  with  a  new  zeal  and  determinatioR  to 
press  forward  to  a  victory  of  which  they  felt  cer- 
tain, even  when  the  fortunes  of  the  day  seemed 
to  turn  against  them. 

The  rebels,  defeated  in  their  attempt  to  cap- 
ture our  battery,  found  themselves  compelled  to 
fall  back  to  a  position  immediately  in  the  rear  of 
Famden*s  Creek.  There  was  but  a  few  inches 
depth  of  water  in  the  creek,  and  its  very  abrupt 
deep  banks  rendered  it  more  favorable  to  them 
than  the  best  rifle-pits  they  could  have  du^ 
General  McPherson  had  no  sooner  ascertained 
their  new  position  than  he  ordered  an  advance 
upon  it  General  Dermises  brigade  had  the  lead, 
and  his  brave  men  went  forward  with  a  will 
General  Smith's  brigade  supported  them.  A 
large  open  field  lay  ^tween  them  and  the  ene- 
my, and  to  march  across  it,  exposed  to  the  fire 
of  an  ambushed  foe,  was  their  dreadful  task  as- 
signed. Not  a  man  flinched,  not  a  soldier  erino 
ed  a  spirit  of  fear  or  reluctance.  Forward  they 
went,  unmindful  of  the  galling  fire  in  their  front 
When  within  good  range,  they  opened  on  the 
rebels,  and  a  more  terrible  conflict  than  thai 
which  followed,  for  more  thkn  five  minutes,  has 
seldom  occurred  between  two  opposing  forces  of 
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equal  size.  The  Twentieth  Ohio,  Twentieth  Il- 
linois, and  Twenty-third  Indiana  lost  heavily, 
but  the  rebels  were  forced  finom  their  ground. 

During  the  desperate  struggle  above  alluded  to, 
the  rebels  attempted  to  turn  our  left  flank,  and 
very  nearly  succeeded  in  doing  so.     The  Twen- 
ties Ohio  and  Twenty-third  Indiana  had  advanc- 
ed too  far  from  their  support,  and  were  in  great 
danger  of  being  cut  o£     A  regiment  of  rebels 
suddenly  emerged  from  a  thick  undergrowth,  and 
marched  daringly  forward  toward  the  left  of  the 
Twentieth.    Colonel  Force  saw  the  danger  he  was 
in,  and  gave  the  order  to  fall  back  upon  the  main 
body.    In  the  execution  of  this  order,  the  regi- 
ment suffered  greatly,  as  its  mortality  list  will 
show.    Among  the  commissioned  officers  wound- 
ed at  this  time,  was  the  acting  Major,  Captain 
Kaga,  from  Sidney,  Ohio.     Two  balls  struck  him 
near  the  shoulder,  breaking  the  collar-bone,  and 
inflicting  such  injuries  as,  it  is  feared,  will  prove 
fatal.    The  Twenty-third  Indiana,  when  ordered 
to  fall  back  to  the  main  column,  found  itself  on 
an  elevation  between  two  ravines.     Their  com- 
mander, Colonel  Davis,  extricated  them  from  this 
position  in  an  admirable  manner.     Any  but  vete- 
rans would  have  scattered  in  confusion,  on  find- 
ing themselves  so  totally  at  the  mercy  of  an 
enemy  three  times  their  numerical  strength,  but 
the  Twenty-third  were  undismayed,  and  retreated 
without  showing  their  backs  to  the  enemy.   The 
casualty  list  of  the  Indiana  boys  in  this  battle  is 
very  great 

The  fight  on  the  left  was  growing  desperate. 
The  Twentieth  Illinois  had  fired  forty  rounds  of 
cartridges,  and  still  the  enemy  held  them  at  bay. 
Colonel  Richards,  of  the  Twentieth,  had  been 
mortally  wounded  while  urging  his  willing  heroes 
forward.  At  this  critical  period  General  Steven- 
son's brigade  came  to  the  rescue.  The  Eighth 
Illinois,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Sturgis  commanding, 
came  up,  with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with  a  wild 
yell,  which  the  rebels  wisely  interpreted  as  a  pre- 
monition of  death  to  the  foe,  drove  them  from  the 
creek  in  wild  disorder.  This  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  feats  of  the  day.  It  made  the  assurance 
of  our  victory  doubly  sure. 

The  rebels  were  by  this  time  thoroughly  de- 
feated, though  they  sdll  kept  up  an  outward  show 
of  willingness  to  continue  the  battle.  Nothing 
occurred  after  the  charge  by  the  Eighth  Illinois 
that  deserves  especial  mention.  The  rebels  re- 
treated gradually  toward  Raymond.  General 
Logan  advanced  cautiously,  imtil  receiving  no 
reply  to  his  fire,  he  became  convinced  that  the 
enemy  was  "on  the  wing."  We  were  in  the 
town  of  Raymond  about  an  hour  after  the  depart- 
ure of  the  routed  rebels. 

The  most  reliable  estimate  we  can  make  places 
the  rebel  strength  at  six  thousand  men.  Citizens 
tell  us  they  had  but  three  thousand,  but  there 
were  prisoners  captured  from  ten  different  regi- 
ments— ^Tennessee,  Alabama,  Texas  and  Missis- 
sippi. They  were  under  command  of  General 
^^^gg^  of  Texas.  We  fought  them  with  General 
Logan's  division,  of  McPherson's  army  corps,  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  strong.     General  I 


Crocker's  division  came  up  in  the  afternoon,  but 
not  in  time  to  participate  in  the  fight  It  is  fair 
to  say  the  forces  were  very  nearly  equal — the 
rebels  having  the  great  advantage  of  position  and 
topographical  knowledge,  however. 

The  official  list  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our 
side  has  not  yet  been  made  up.     Officers  disagree 
in  their  estimate  of  casualties.     Our  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  will  not  exceed  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  I  think.    The  burial  party  report  having 
buried  forty  of  our  men  on  the  field ;  to  these 
may  be  added  ten  who  died  on  the  evening  of 
the  engagement     There  were  one  hundred  and 
sixty  wounded  Union  soldiers  carried  to  hospi- 
tals.    A  number  were  slightly  wounded,  and 
either  did  not  enter  the  hospitals  at  all,  or  were 
cared  for  in  their  own  regiments.     The  rebel  loss 
was  much  heavier  than  ours.  We  buried  sixty-one 
confederates  on  the  field,  and  twelve  died  at  our 
hospitals  before  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth. 
We  picked  up  nearly  a  hundred  of  their  wounded 
on  the  field,  and  found  nearly  fifty  in  the  hospi- 
tals at  Raymond.     All  their  slightly  wounded 
were  carried  off;  of  those  left  behind  by  them, 
more  than  one  half  will  die.     On  their  side.  Colo- 
nel McGiffick,  from  Nashville,  of  the  Tenth  Ten- 
nessee, was  killed;  also  several  captains  and 
lieutenants.     We  lost  but  one  field-officer  killed, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Richards,  of  the  Twentieth 
Illinois.     Colonel  McCook  (brother  of  Major-Gen- 
eral  McCook)  was  wounded  in  the  foot     We  lost 
a  number  of  line-officers.     I  sent  a  partial  list  of 
our  casualties  by  a  special  messenger  yesterday. 
If  he  is  not  captured  on  the  road,  it  will  reach  the 
North  in  good  season. 

We  took  between  two  and  three  hundred  pris- 
oners during  the  day. 

During  the  engagement  yesterday.  General 
McPherson  rode  along  our  lines  ih  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  encouraging  his  men,  and  directing 
their  movements.  He  behaved  with  remarkable 
coolness  all  day.  He  had  several  narrow  escapes 
from  cannon-shots. 

General  Logan  was,  as  usual,  full  of  zeal,  and 
intoxicated  with  enthusiasm.  His  horse  was  shot 
twice.  If  you  ever  hear  that  Logan  has  been 
defeated,  make  up  your  mind  that  he  and  most  of 
his  men  have  been  sacrificed.  He  has  stricken  the 
word  "  retreat "  froni  his  military  lexicon. 

The  Seventh  Texas  met  tne  Eighth  Illinois  on 
the  field,  and  was  repulsed  by  them.  The  same 
regiments  &ced  each  other  at  Donelson.  The 
Seventh  Missouri  (Union)  and  Tenth  Tennessee, 
(confederate,)  both  Irish  regiments,  had  a  dose- 
range  contest,  in  which  they  exchanged  compli- 
ments with  genuine  Hibernian  accent  The  Mis- 
souri boys  were  victorious. 

We  arrived  here  last  evening.  Raymond  is  a 
small  town — an  exact  copy  of  all  Southern  burgs 
of  its  size.  It  is  the  county-seat  of  Hinds  County, 
and  contains  a  population  (in  peace  times)  of 
about  one  thousand  five  hundred.  It  is  distant 
eighteen  miles  from  Jackson,  and  eight  from  the 
Jackson  and  Vicksburgh  Railroad,  with  which  it  is 
connected  by  a  branch  road.  Of  course  we  did 
not  expect  to  find  Unionists  in  a  Mississippi  vil- 
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lage,  and  were,  therefore,  not  disappointed  at  the 
coolness  of  our  reception  in  Raymond. 

AVe  obtained  Jackson  papers  of  the  eleventh 
(the  day  previous)  in  the  town,  and  were  a  little 
amused  and  a  good  deal  instructed,  to  learn  by 
them  that  the  Yankees  had  been  whipped  at 
Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson,  and  were  falling 
back  to  seek  protection  firom  their  gunboats. 

We  were  told  by  the  citizens  that  the  confed- 
erates had  fallen  back  only  a  couple  of  miles,  and 
would  give  us  a  big  battle  when  we  advanced 
upon  them ;  that  Gregg  had  been  strongly  reen- 
forced,  and  would  prevent  us  from  reaching  the 
railroad  at  all  hazards. 


Doc.  191. 
CAPTURE  OP  JACKSON,  MISSISSIPPI 

Jaouov,  Miss.,  May  14, 1868. 

The  Union  army  have  undisturbed  possession 
of  Jackson,  the  capital  of  Mississippi,  and  the 
headquarters  of  the  department  of  Mississippi  and 
Eastern  Louisiana.  The  Federal  flag  floats  grace- 
fully from  the  dome  of  the  State  House,  Yankee 
soldiers  are  patrolling  the  streets,  prisoners  are 
gathering  at  the  guard-house,  the  sick  in  the  hos- 
pitals are  being  paroled,  negroes  are  grinning  hor- 
ribly from  the  sidewalks,  citizens  look  silently 
and  sullenly  at  us  from  behind  screens  and  closed 
window-blinds,  and  all  the  details  of  military  gov- 
ernment are  in  full  operation. 

My  last  was  written  at  Raymond,  on  the  even- 
ing after  the  battle.  We  encamped  there  Tues- 
day night,  and  earlv  Wednesday  morning  started 
for  Clinton,  a  small  town  on  the  Vicksburgh  and 
Jackson  Railroad.  It  was  considered  indispens- 
ably necessary  for  the  success  of  our  movement 
upon  Vicksburgh  that  we  should  have  possession 
of  the  railroad  and  the  city  of  Jackson.  We 
reached  Clinton  at  nightfall  and  went  into 
camp. 

During  the  night  the  Seventh  Missouri  regi- 
ment, under  Captain  Tresilian,  of  General  Lo- 
gan's stafl^  mov^  out  on  the  railroad  east  and 
west  of  Clinton  and  destroyed  it,  tearing  up  the 
rails  and  burning  every  bridge  and  the  timbers 
across  every  cattle-guard  for  four  miles  each  side 
of  the  village.  The  t^l^raph  oflBce  and  the  post- 
office  were  seized  and  rifled  of  their  precious  con- 
tents. From  this  source  most  valuable  informa- 
tion of  the  enemy's  future  movements  was  ob- 
tained. In  the  express  packages  left  by  the  train 
of  cars  which  steamed  out  of  town  just  as  our 
advance  came  in  sight,  several  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Johnston  were  found,  and  a  package  of  con- 
federate scrip. 

At  Clinton  a  hundred  prisoners  were  found, 
occupants  of  rebel  hospitals.  These  were  paroled 
and  taken  in  charge  by  the  citizens. 

At  daylight  Thursday  morning  the  army  was 
on  the  road  to  Jackson,  moving  in  line  of  battle. 
General  Crocker's  division,  formerly  Quinby's, 
had  the  advance.  He  threw  out  a  strong  advance- 
guard  and  a  heavy  line  of  skinnishers  on  his  right 


and  left  flank,  and  moved  in  the  direction  of  Jack- 
son. 

All  was  quiet  for  the  first  five  or  six  miles 
until  we  reached  a  hill  overlooking  a  broad  open 
field,  through  the  centre  of  which,  and  over  the* 
crest  of  the  hill  beyond  which,  the  road  to  Jack- 
son passes.  On  the  left  of  this  hill  the  eneoiT 
had  posted  his  artillery,  and  along  the  crest  \as 
line  of  battle.  From  the  foot  of  the  acclivity, 
and  not  a  mile  removed,  we  could  see  the  lon^ 
line  of  rebel  infantry  awaiting  in  silence  oar 
onset  Slowly  and  cautiously  we  moved  up  the 
hill  until  we  came  within  range,  when  all  at  once, 
upon  the  heights  to  the  right,  we  discovered  a 
puff  of  white  smoke  and  heard  the  report  of 
booming  cannon,  followed  by  the  shrill  scream 
of  an  exploding  shell.  The  first  Missouri  battery 
was  moved  to  the  left  of  a  cotton-gin  in  the  open 
field,  midway  between  the  enemy's  line  of  battle 
and  the  foot  of  the  hill,  and  played  upon  the 
rebel  battery  with  telling  effect  The  duel  was 
kept  up  with  great  spirit  on  both  sides  for  nearly 
an  hour,  when  all  at  once  it  ceased  by  the  with- 
drawal of  the  enemy's  guns.  Meantime  Genenl 
Crocker  had  thrown  out  two  brigades  to  the  r^t 
and  left  of  his  battery — Colonel  Saubon's  and 
Colonel  Holmes's — supported  by  Colonel  Boom- 
er's brigade  at  proper  distance.  He  bad  pushed 
forward  a  strong  line  of  skirmishers,  and  po<ited 
them  in  a  ravine  just  in  front,  which  protected 
them  from  rebel  fire.  After  a  litUe  delay  ther 
were  again  advanced  out  of  cover,  and  for  seTeral 
minutes  a  desultory  fire  was  kept  up  between 
both  lines  of  skirmishers,  in  which,  owing  to  the 
topographical  nature  of  the  ground,  the  enemy 
had  the  advantage. 

At  last  General  Crocker,  who  was  on  the  ground 
and  personally  inspected  the  position,  saw  that 
unless  the  enemy  could  be  driven  from  his  occu- 
pation of  the  crest  of  the  hill,  he  would  be  forced 
to  retire.  He  therefore  ordered  a  charge  aloi^ 
the  line.  With  colors  flying,  and  with  a  step  as 
measured  and  unbroken  as  if  on  dress-parade,  the 
movement  was  executed.  Slowly  they  advanced, 
crossed  the  narrow  ravine,  and,  with  fixed  bar- 
onet, rose  the  crest  of  the  hill  in  easy  range  of 
the  rebel  line.  Here  they  received  a  tremendooi 
volley,  which  caused  painful  nps  in  their  ranks 
They  held  their  fire  until  uiey  were  within  a 
distance  of  thirty  paces,  when  they  delivered  the 
returning  volley  with  fearfiil  efifect,  and,  withoot 
waiting  to  reload  their  muskets,  with  a  terrific 
yell  they  rushed  upon  the  staggered  foe. 

Over  the  fences,  through  the  brushwood,  into 
the  inclosure,  they  work^  their  way,  and  slao^- 
tered  right  and  left  without  mercy.  l%e  enemy, 
astonished  at  their  impetuosity,  wavered  and  fell 
back,  rallied  again,  and  finally  broke  in  wild  con- 
fiision.  The  brave  Union  soldiov  guned  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  the  rebels  fled  in  utter  ter- 
ror. Our  boys  reloaded  their  miskets  and  sent 
the  terrible  missiles  after  the  fleeing  rMt^  add- 
ing haste  to  their  terrified  flight  They  cast 
muskets  and  blankets  to  the  ground,  unsluiv 
I  their  knapsacks  and  ran  like  greyhonndfl^  oor 
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stopped  to  look  back  until  they  reached  the  in- 
trenchments,  just  within  the  city. 

Meantime  General  Sherman,  who  had  left  Ray- 
mond the  day  before  and  taken  the  road  to  the 
right  just  beyond  the  town,  came  up  with  the  left 
wing  of  the  enemy's  forces  and  engaged  them 
with  artillery.  They  made  a  feeble  resistance, 
and  they,  too,  broke  and  ran,  taking  the  road 
leading  south  from  Jackson. 

After  a  delay  of  half  an  hour,  to  enable  our 
wearied  soldiers  to  take  breath,  our  column  moved 
forward  again. 

We  reached  the  fort,  and  found  a  magnificent 
battery  of  six  pieces,  which  the  enemy  had  left 
behind  him,  and  a  hundred  new  tents,  awaiting 
appropriation. 

The  hospital  flag  was  flying  from  the  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Institute,  and  this  was  crowded  with 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  who,  of  course,  fell 
into  our  hands  as  prisoners  of  war.  Opposite 
and  all  around  this  building  were  tents  enough 
to  encamp  an  entire  division,  and  just  in  front  of 
it^  hauled  out  by  the  roadside,'  two  small  breech- 
loading  two-pounder  rifles,  used  to  pick  ofi"  offi- 
cers. 

Further  down  the  street  wo  found  a  pile  of 
burning  caissons,  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
street,  directly  in  front  of  the  Confederate  House, 
the  stores,  filled  with  commissary  and  quarter- 
master's stores,  were  briskly  consuming. 

Directly  in  front  of  us  the  State  House  loomed 
up  in  ample  proportions.  Two  ofiicers  of  the 
Seventh  division  took  the  flag  of  the  Fourth  Min- 
nesota infantry,  and  galloping  rapidly  forward, 
hoisted  it  firom  the  flag-staflf  surmounting  its 
broad  dome.  The  beautiful  flag  was  seen  in  the 
distance  by  the  advancing  column,  and  with 
cheers  and  congratulations  it  was  greeted. 

We  had  captured  Jackson,  the  hotbed  of  the 
rebellion.  Guards  were  established,  a  provost- 
marshal  appointed,  and  the  city  placed  under 
martial  law.  The  citizens,  particularly  those 
who  sustained  official  relations  to  the  State  and 
rebel  governments,  had  left  the  city  the  evening 
before ;  but  there  were  many  soldiers  left  behind, 
and  a  large  number  in  hospital  who  fell  into  our 
hands. 

The  State  Treasurer  and  the  Governor  were 
gone,  taking  the  funds  and  State  papers  with 
them.  A  lurge  amount  of  government  and  mili- 
tary property  fell  into  our  hands ;  but  private 
property  was  altogether  unmolested.  The  offices 
of  the  Memphis  Appeal  and  Jackson  MiMtMip- 
pian  were  removed  the  preceding  night — the 
former  to  Brandon  and  the  latter  to  Mobile. 

We  now  have  quiet  and  undisturbed  possession 
of  Jackson. 

One  portion  of  the  rebel  force  has  moved  out 
on  the  Canton  road,  and  the  other  on  the  road 
south  of  the  city,  whence  they  will  both  doubt- 
less make  a  detour  around  Jackson,  outside  of 
our  lines,  and  unite  at  Edwards's  Station,  on  the 
Vicksburgh  and  Jackson  Railroad,  where  the  citi- 
zens say  they  will  give  us  battle. 

Our  loss  in  the  gallant  charge  by  General  Crock- 
er's division  this  morning  will  reach  Q!^j  killed  and 


two  hjlndred  wounded.  This  is,  of  course,  mere 
estimate,  as  no  reports  are  yet  handed  in.  For 
the  same  reason  I  am  unable  to  give  you  the 
names  of  the  suflTerers.  Several  days  must  ne- 
cessarily elapse  before  this  information  can  be 
made  publia  This  division  will  return  to  Clinton 
to-morrow,  leaving  General  Tuttle  to  occupy  the 
city. 


Doa  192. 
BATTLE  OF  CHAMPION  HILL,  MISS. 

OOLONEL  BPIOBLY'S  REPORT. 

HbIOQVARTICRS  TWKITT-FOrRTH  INDIANA   VOIA,  \ 

Cbampiok  Hill,  Hiaa.,  May  IT,  1868.    f 

Captain  Job,  H.  LinB&y^  Acting  Assistant  Ad- 
jutant-General^ First  Brigade.. 
Sir  :  In  pursuance  to  orders,  I  have  the  honor 
to  report  liie  part  taken  by  the  Twenty-fourth 
regiment  Indiana  volunteers,  in  the  battle  of 
Champion  Hill,  Mississippi,  on  the  sixteenth  day 
of  May,  1863. 

On  the  sixteenth  instant,  at  six  oVlock  a.m., 
we  moved  from  our  camp  near  Bolton^s  Depot, 
four  miles  from  the  distant  battle-ground,  in  the 
direction  of  Edwards's  Depot,  at  which  point  the 
enemy  were  reported  to  be  in  force. 

My  command  being  in  advance,  I  was  ordered 
by  General  McGinnis,  commanding  brigade,  to 
move  three  companies  of  my  command  to  the 
front.  I  immediately  sent  companies  C,  F,  and  I 
to  the  advance,  and  again  resumed  the  line  of 
march. 

At  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  as  we  ap« 
proached  the  hills,  we  were  apprised  by  our  cav- 
alry advance  that  the  enemy  were  posted  in  force 
in  front,  on  Champion  Hill.  General  McGinnis 
then  ordered  me  to  form  my  line  of  battle  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  to  Edwards's  Depot  At 
half-past  ten  a.m.  our  line  of  battle  as  a  brigade 
was  formed,  and  ready  for  action.  A  few  min- 
utes after  I  was  informed  by  a  signal-officer  that 
there  was  a  force  of  the  enemy  manoeuvring  to 
the  right  I  immediately  sent  companies  A  and 
K  to  the  right,  and  company  G  in  support  of  the 
skirmishers  in  front  They  had  hardly  deployed 
in  line  before  firing  commenced  on  our  right,  the 
enemy  making  an  effort  to  turn  it  At  half-past 
eleven  a.m.  I  was  ordered  to  advance  in  line  of 
battle,  and  by  two  o'clock  my  command  was  in 
close  contest  with  the  enemy,  whose  force  ex- 
ceeded ours  by  more  than  five  times  our  num- 
bers. Our  line  advanced  from  where  it  was  first 
formed  near  sixty  rods,  across  the  timber,  when 
I  discovered  the  enemy  in  large  forc&  moving  to 
my  right,  and  making  an  effort,  as  I  supposed, 
to  capture  our  batteries,  stationed  in  the  field  to 
the  right  I  at  once  halted  my  command,  and 
poured  a  galling  oblique  fire  into  his  flank.  This, 
with  the  destructive  fire  of  the  artillery,  checked 
for  a  time  their  advance. 

By  this  time  the  action  became  general  along 
the  whole  line,  and  very  severe.  From  the  edge 
of  the  timber  we  drove  the  enemy,  step  by  step, 
for  near  eight  hundred  yards,  over  deep  ravines 
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and  abrupt  hills.  At  this  time  the  rebels  were 
heavily  reenforced,  and  again  the  struggle  com- 
menced, the  most  desperate  and  destructive  of 
the  day.  While  engaged  actively  with  the  ene- 
my, I  received  notice  through  Captain  Cavin  to 
come  to  the  support  of  the  centre  of  our  line, 
which  was  sorely  pressed  by  the  left  flank,  and 
in  a  few  minutes  became  again  engaged  with  the 
enemy  in  strong  force.  This  point  I  contested 
against  superior  numbers  for  near  an  hour,  under 
the  most  galling  fire  I  ever  witnessed.  Again  the 
enemy  massed  their  forces,  and  threw  their  whole 
weight  upon  the  right  and  centre  of  our  line,  and 
here  my  men  fell  by  scores,  but  yet  with  deter- 
mined bravery  held  the  enemy  in  check,  and 
again  it  became  necessary  for  me  to  change  my 
position,  as  the  enemy's  fire  was  converging  upon 
my  lines.  I  moved  to  the  rear  about  seventy- 
five  yards,  and  again  opened  fire  upon  the  rebels, 
who  were  still  pressing  forward. 

Here  we  stood  before  a  destructive  fire  fifteen 
minutes,  when  I  was  compelled  to  change  my 
position,  and  again  for  twenty  minutes  we  fought 
ten  times  our  number.  At  this  time  word  came 
to  me  that  the  left  of  the  division  was  giving  way, 
and  that  our  troops  to  the  right  were  overwhelm- 
ed, or  nearly  so.  I  again  fell  back  and  formed  a 
line,  returning  the  enemy's  fire,  which  was  kept 
up  for  a  considerable  time.  Here  it  was  that 
our  colors  fell.  The  gallant  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barter,  believing  that  the  bearer  was  wounded, 
rushed  forward,  seized  them,  and  waved  them 
with  cheers  in  the  very  face  of  the  enemy.  The 
flag-staff  was  shattered,  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barter  severely  wounded.  Being  entirely  out  of 
ammunition,  and  overwhelmed  in  front,  my  com- 
mand fell  back  neao*  three  hundred  yards,  and 
here  the  Eleventh  and  Twenty-fourth  formed  a 
new  line,  replenished  their  cartridge-boxes,  and 
again  advanced  to  the  field.  By  this  time  we 
were  sufficiently  reinforced,  and  in  less  than  an 
hour  the  enemy  gave  way,  leaving  our  gallant 
troops  in  full  possession  of  Champion  Hill. 

But  amid  our  rejoicing  over  this  great  victory, 
we  are  called  upon  to  mourn  the  gallant  dead. 

Captain  Felix  G.  Wellman,  of  company  B, 
Second  Lieutenant  Jesse  G.  Cain,  of  company  A, 
and  twenty-seven  others  of  my  command  fell  at 
their  post,  nobly  and  gallantly  performing  their 
whole  duty.  Let  their  names  be  inscribed  in 
the  hearts  of  our  people,  and  their  memories  re- 
vered as  noble  patriots  and  gallant  soldiers. 

I  shall  feel  the  loss  of  these  men,  together  with 
the  loss  to  the  service  of  the  gallant  Lieut -Col- 
onel Barter  and  Lieut  J.  H.  Baldwin,  who  are 
so  severely  wounded  as  to  leave  me  without  the 
benefit  of  their  valuable  assistance  for  a  consid- 
erable time.  I  desire  also  to  make  mention  of 
Capt  N.  J.  Bolton ;  Lieut  Daniel  Smith ;  Lieut 
Fred.  T.  Butler,  and  Assistant-Surgeon  T.  C. 
Williams,  who  were  severely  wounded  while  on- 
gaged  in  the  gallant  performance  of  their  duty. 
Adjutant  S.  R.  Henderson,  and  Capt  Huch  fr- 
win;  Lieut  Smith,  company  C;  Capt  F.  M. 
Downey;  Lieut  Frank  Robbins,  commanding 
company  F,  after  Lieut  Baldwin  fell ;  Capt  Chas. 


Jenkins ;  Capt  John  B.  Hutchens ;  Capt  Benj. 
F.  Summers  and  Capt  Redbum,  with  their  sub- 
ordinate officers,  are  deserving  special  notice  for 
the  ability  and  zeal  with  which  they  performed 
their  duty. 

The  men,  without  exception,  did  gallant  ser- 
vice, and  stood  up  to  the  galling  fire  of  an  over- 
whelming force  for  three  hours  and  twenty  min- 
utes, like  veterans,  and  Indiana  and  the  country 
generally  may  well  feel  proud  of  the  gallant  men 
engaged  in  the  greatest  battle  of  the  war. 

My  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  was  two  hun- 
dred and  seven  out  of  a  force  less  than  five  hun- 
dred men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfullr, 
Your  obedient  servant 

W.  T.  Spicrlt, 

Colonel  Commanding  Twenty-fourth  Indiana  Yolnniecn. 

CINCINNATI   "COBiMERCIAL"   ACCOUNT. 

Iff  Camp,  ok  tbr  Battlk-Fivld,  ) 

NuLs  Edwakdh^s  Station,  Hiss.,  > 

-  Hay  16k  1368.         ) 

Four  engagements  in  sixteen  days  show  that 
the  campaign  in  Mississippi  is  progressing  in  ter- 
rible earnestness ;  but  their  results  indicate  ih%t 
it  will  soon  close  in  triumphal  success.  We 
have  defeated  the  rebels  in  four  successive  bat- 
tles on  fields  of  their  own  choosing,  and  before 
to-morrow  night  we  will  probably  increase  the 
number  to  five.  At  Thompson's  Hills,  at  Ray- 
mond, and  at  Jackson,  they  met  us,  and  essayed 
to  stop  our  progress,  but  signally  fiitled.  To-diy 
they  again  gave  us  battle,  and  victory. 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  by  what  name  to  desig- 
nate the  battle-field  of  to-day.  The  engagement 
may  be  known,  officially,  hereafter  as  Sie  battle 
of  Baker's  Creek,  as  that  stream  runs  within  a 
very  short  distance  of  our  first  line  of  battle ;  or 
it  may  take  its  name  firom  Edwards's  Station,  on 
the  Vicksburgh  and  Jackson  Railroad,  within  a 
few  miles  of  which  the  scene  of  conflict  was. 

The  casualty  list  of  to-day's  battle  shows  an 
engagement  much  more  severe  than  any  one  of 
the  previous  three  fought  since  our  delMrkation 
at  Bruinsburgh.  As  yet,  I  have  no  data  from 
which  to  form  a  just  estimate  of  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded  on  our  side.  From  the  ver- 
bal statement  of  officers  who  were  in  the  figfat, 
and  firom  my  own  observation  on  the  field,  I 
think  it  likely  that  our  entire  loss  will  reach 
three  thousand. 

The  situation  last  night  was  about  as  followii : 
General  Hovey's  division  held  the  advance  on  the 
main  Vicksburgh  road,  the  same  road  that  leads 
to  Edwards's  Station ;  behind  them  were  Gene- 
ral Logan's  and  General  Quinby's  divisions. 
General  Sherman,  with  two  divisions  of  his 
corps,  was  at  Jackson,  but  was  understood  to 
have  marching  orders  for  this  morning ;  Generals 
McArthur,  Osterhaus,  and  Blair,  with  their  re- 
spective divisions,  were  in  the  vicinity  of  Ray- 
mond, or  to  the  left  of  Hovey.  The  rebels,  in 
heavy  force,  variously  estimated  at  from  fifteen 
to  fifi;y  thousand,  were  near  Edwards's  DepoC 
which  is  within  a  couple  of  miles  of  Big  BJack 
bridge,  and  said  to  be  strongly  fortified.    We 
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have  not  fought  our  way  to  their  fortifications 
yet,  and  I  can  only  say  of  them  what  I  hear 
from  others.  Wirt  Adams's  rebel  cayalry  had 
been  watching  our  movements  since  the  foil  of 
Jackson,  and  had  probably  formed  a  very  correct 
opinion  as  to  the  point  at  which  we  were  about 
to  strike.  I  do  not  think  General  Grant  antici- 
pated a  very  formidable  stand  at  this  place. 
Black  River  bridge  is  only  important  to  the  reb- 
els as  being  necessary  to  hold  their  communica- 
tion between  Jackson  and  Vicksburgh.  With 
Jackson  in  our  possession,  and  the  railroad  de- 
stroyed at  several  points,  it  was  thought  they 
could  gain  nothing  by  fighting  for  the  bridge, 
which  is  the  only  object  of  the  battle  commenced 
to-day.  I  say  commenced  to-day,  because  I  be- 
lieve it  will  be  continued  to-morrow,  and  may 
last  still  longer. 

General  Hovey's  division  of  McClemand's 
corps  held  the  advance  on  the  night  of  the  fif- 
teenth. The  rebels  were  known  to  be  awaiting 
our  approach,  in  the  vicinity  of  Edwards's  Sta- 
tion. This  morning,  at  about  seven  o'clock. 
General  Hovey  commenced  moving  toward  Big 
Black  River.  A  company  of  cavalry  was  thrown 
out  as  an  advance-guard.  They  had  proceeded 
but  a  short  distance,  when  they  were  met  by 
the  enemy's  cavalry,  supposed  to  be  a  part  of 
Wirt  Adams's  regiment  After  a  little  skirmish- 
ing, the  rebels  fell  back.  Our  cavalry  did  not 
follow  them  up.  At  about  nine  o'clock,  the 
ground  chosen  by  the  rebels  was  reached.  Gen- 
eral Hovey' s  division  was  halted  and  formed 
into  line  of  battle.  Skirmishers  were  thrown 
out  and  advanced  toward  heavy  timber,  where 
the  rebels  were  drawn  up  to  check  us.  They 
soon  commenced  exchanging  shots,  and  kept  up 
a  fire,  light  and  heavy,  at  intervals,  for  two 
hours. 

The  rebels  having  the  choice  of  position,  se- 
lected for  their  battle-field  the  most  advantageous 
ground  within  several  miles  of  Edwards's  Sta- 
tion. They  made  a  good  selection,  as  they  al- 
ways do.  To  reach  their  lines  firom  the  road  on 
which  we  were  travelling,  our  men  had  to  cross 
two  open  fields  and  ascend  a  steep  slope,  exposed 
to  their  fire  firom  the  woods,  and  unable  to  return 
it  60  as  to  do  execution.  It  was  the  best  position 
for  defence  that  they  have  selected  in  Mississippi 
as  vet 

General  Hovey's  division  having  thrown  out  a 
strong  skirmish  line,  advanced  over  the  open 
space  that  lay  between  them  and  the  enemy. 
The  first  brigaide  under  General  McGuiness,  con- 
sisting of  the  Eleventh,  Thirty-fourth,  Twenty- 
fourth,^  and  Forty-sixth  Indiana  and  Twenty- 
ninth  Wisconsin,  took  the  right,  and  the  Second 
brigade,  imder  Colonel  Slack,  composed  of  the 
Forty-seventh  Indiana,  Fifty-sixth  Ohio,  Twen- 
ty-fourth Iowa,  and  two  other  regiments  that  I 
cannot  name  just  now,  were  on  the  left  Ad- 
vancing halfway  to  ^e  woods,  the  lines  halted, 
while  the  skirmishers  kept  up  a  brisk  fire.  The 
^bel  skirmishers  were  well  posted  under  good 
cover,  and  were  not  easily  compelled  to  fall  back 
upon  their  main  body ;  and  not  until  our  sldr- 


mish  lines  had  been  strongly  reenforced,  did 
they  yield  sufficiently  to  show  us  the  situation 
of  their  lines. 

Thinking  the  rebels  would  emerge  fi-om  the 
woods  to  drive  our  men  from  ^e  crest  of  a  hill 
upon  which  they  had  to  advance.  General  Mo- 
Guiness  gave  orders  to  his  brigade  conmianders : 
"  If  they  come  out  to  keep  you  from  that  hill, 
fix  bayonets  and  send  them  back  with  a  charge." 
The  soldiers  expressed  great  satisfaction  in  hear- 
ing this.  The  Eleventh  Indiana,  especially, 
wanted  to  fix  bayonets  and  go  at  them  with  cold 
steel ;  they  were  anxious  to  go  into  the  woods 
after  the  rebels  in  case  the  rebels  failed  to  come 
out  of  the  woods  after  them.  If  the  mountain 
wouldn't  come  to  Mohammed,  Mohammed  propos- 
ed to  go  to  the  mountain.  I  do  not  believe  any 
bayonet-charge  was  made  during  the  day,  except 
by  the  Thirty-second  Ohio,  on  3ie  right 

The  ground  upon  which  General  Hovey  had 
to  operate  was  such  that  he  had  to  keep  his  lines 
contracted  and  receive  the  full  fire  of  the  enemy, 
who  was  pouring  in  ceenforcements  and  concen- 
trating them  upon  his  exposed  ranks  from  a 
heavy  timber  cover.  Hovey  had  not  yet  been 
reenforced,  though  he  had  seen  the  impossibility 
of  holding  his  position,  and  had  sent  for  support 
The  firing  became  terribla  Such  an  awful  rattle 
of  musketry  as  was  kept  up  between  Hovey's 
division  and  the  almost  concealed  foe,  was  not 
heard  upon  the  bloody  fields  of  Shiloh  or  Donel- 
son. 

Hovey  held  his  ground  with  heroic  tenacity 
for  an  hour  and  a  half.  Had  he  given  way  at 
first,  the  rebels  would  have  turned  our  left,  and 
the  consequences  could  not  have  been  other  than 
disastrous.  Alter  a  long  and  desperate  struggle 
with  an  enemy  of  more  than  twice  his  numerical 
strength,  and  at  every  disadvantage  of  position, 
he  was  compelled  to  give  way.  He  was  forced 
back  half  a  mile — ^retreating  in  excellent  order, 
expecting  every  moment  to  meet  reinforcements, 
and  quickly  regain  his  lost  ground.  He  retreatr 
ed  about  half  a  mile,  until,  reaching  a  favorable 
point,  he  re-formed,  obtained  support  from  Gene- 
ral Quinby's  division,  and  commenced  another 
forward  movement 

The  Third  division  of  the  Seventeenth  army 
corps  arrived  at  the  scene  of  action  while  Hovey 
was  skirmishing  with  the  enemy.  General  Mc- 
Pherson  rode  over  the  ground  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  rebel  lines,  and  saw  an  excellent  chance  for 
Logan  to  operate  on  the  right  The  rebels  ob- 
served this  movement  on  their  left,  and  formed  a 
line  behind  a  fence  in  the  woods.  The  Second 
brigade  of  Logan's  division,  under  General  M.  D. 
Leggett)  was  thrown  upon  the  right  of  Hovey, 
theTwentieth  Ohio  regiment  in  the  advance.  As 
General  Leggett  advanced  with  his  command,  the 
rebels  opened  a  heavy  fire,  but  failed  to  make 
him  give  way  a  single  inch.  The  Twentieth,  Sev- 
enty-eighth, and  Sixty-eighth  Ohio  and  the  Thir- 
tiel]h  Illinois,  composing  his  command,  stood  their 
ground  like  veterans.  General  L^gett  wished 
to  move  forward,  but  was  not  permitted  to  do  so, 
lest  he  should  expose  Hovey's  right,  which  he 
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was  intended  to  cover.  The  rebels  came  out  of 
the  woods  at  one  time,  and  were  forming  for  a 
charge,  but  were  prevented  from  executing  it  by 
the  Thirtieth  Illinois,  every  man  of  whom  dashed 
at  them,  and  drove  them  back  in  confusion. 

In  the  afternoon,  on  the  extreme  right,  the 
Eighth  Illinois  and  Thirty-second  Ohio  charged 
upon  a  battery  and  captured  every  gun.  The 
Thirty-second  will  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
regiments  surrendered  by  Colonel  Tom  Ford,  at 
Harper's  Ferry.  They  displayed  great  bravery 
during  the  engagement,  and  acted  well  every  part 
assigned  to  them. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Snook,  of  the  Sixty-eighth 
Ohio,  was  killed  after  the  formation  of  his  com- 
mand into  line  of  battle,  and  before  his  regiment 
had  fired  a  single  volley.  One  of  his  men  had 
called  his  attention  to  a  rebel  flag,  at  the  edge  of 
the  woods,  about  three  hundred  yards  in  front. 
He  walked  to  the  crest  of  a  hill,  at  the  foot  of 
which  his  command  was  resting,  and,  while  look- 
ing at  the  flag,  was  shot  in  the  side.  He  stag- 
gered down  the  hill  and  expired  in  about  half  an 
hour. 

The  result  of  Logan^s  fighting  was  the  capture 
of  two  batteries  of  artillery,  and  the  utter  rout 
of  the  encmy^s  right  The  three  brigades  of  the 
Third  division,  commanded  by  Generals  John  E. 
Smith,  M.  D.  L^gett,  and  John  D.  Stevenson, 
nobly  sustained  the  reputation  they  have  long 
held  as  true  soldiers  and  brave  men.  The  Ohio 
brigade  was  skilfully  handled  by  General  Leg- 
gett,  who  is  one  of  the  most  efficient  brigadiers 
in  the  "Western  army.  De  Golyer^s  Eighth  Mich- 
igan battery  did  splendid  execution,  driving  back 
the  rebel  column  several  times.  Captain  DeGol- 
yer  is  spoken  of  in  the  highest  lerms  by  his  su- 
perior officers. 

While  Logan  and  Hovey  were  busy  on  the 
right  and  centre,  Osterhaus  and  Carr  were  doing 
their  work  finely  on  the  left.  They  took  a  full 
share  in  the  engagement  Osterhaus  opened  the 
fight  early  in  the  morning,  tie  could  not  get  a 
very  good  position  for  his  battery,  while  the  en- 
emy were  so  situated  that  they  could  bring  their 
guns  to  bear  directly  upon  his  advancing  col- 
umns. 

These  two  divisions  were  held  at  bay  during  a 
portion  of  the  day,  but  finally  forced  their  way 
forward  and  drove  the  rebels  back.  The  casual- 
ties in  the  commands  of  Generals  Osterhaus  and 
Carr  were  much  smaller  than  in  Hovey's  and  Lo- 
gan's divisions. 

General  A.  J.  Smith  occupied  a  position  on  the 
extreme  left  There  was  a  gap  of  two  miles  be- 
tween him  and  General  Carr.  Ho  was  not  en- 
gaged until  late  in  the  day,  when  Logan  began 
to  press  the  rebels  on  our  right,  compelling  them 
to  move  toward  him.  Ho  sent  for  reonforcements 
several  times,  but  did  not  receive  them,  and  was 
thrown  almost  entirely  on  the  defensive.  His  men 
acted  bravely,  however,  succeeding,  during  the 
day,  in  capturing  two  thousand  prisoners  and 
twelve  pieces  of  artillery.  The  rebels,  severely 
punished  on  our  right,  fled  to  the  left^  only  to 
ftll  into  the  net  which  General  Smith's  division 


acted  as.  Smith's  command  consists  of  two 
brigades — the  First  under  General  Burhridge, 
composed  of  the  Twenty-third  Wisconsin,  Eightj- 
third  Ohio,  Sixteenth  and  Seventeenth  Indianiu 
and  Seventeenth  Ohio  battery ;  and  the  Second 
under  Colonel  Landrum,  embracing  the  Xine> 
teenth  Kentucky,  Forty-eighth  Ohio,  Seventy- 
seventh,  Seventy-ninth,  and  One  Hundred  and 
Thirtieth  Illinois,  and  the  Chicago  Mercantile  bat- 
tery. The  Mercantile  claims  to  have  killed  Gen- 
eral Lloyd  Tilghman,  with  a  shell  from  one  of 
their  guns.  They  say  rebel  prisoners  inform 
them  of  the  fact 

General  Quinby's  division  of  McPhersoD  s 
corps  came  up  in  the  rear  of  Logan's  conmiand 
and  was  immediately  ordered  to  the  position 
which  Hovey,  with  Spartan  zeal,  was  endeayor- 
ing  to  hold  against  an  immensely  superior  force. 
His  support  was  needed  and  timelv,  and  soon 
turned  the  tide  in  our  favor.  Quinby  s  men  were 
resolutely  resisted,  but  pressed  the  enemy  stead- 
ily from  the  moment  of  their  entrance  on  the 
field  of  action  until  victory  crowned  their  UAx/n 
in  the  evening.     Their  loss  was  very  heavy. 

During  the  desperate  struggle  on  the  left,  is 
which  Hovey's  division  fought  against  double 
their  numbers,  at  great  disadvantage,  the  rebels 
made  an  attempt  to  charge  the  Sixteenth  Ohio 
battery,  and  would  have  succeeded  in  capturing 
it  but  for  the  alacrity  with  which  the  pieces  were 
limbered  and  nm  to  the  rear.  Our  infantry  had 
been  driven  back,  and  the  battery  was  left  with* 
out  support  The  rebels  started  for  it  on  the 
double-quick,  and  got  within  a  hundred  yard^of 
it,  when  it  started  at  full  speed  to  join  our  re- 
treating  column.  A  volley  of  musketry  from  the 
enemy  mortally  wounded  Captain  Mitchell,  com- 
mander of  the  battery.  It  was  thought  at  first 
that  he  was  taken  prisoner,  as  his  horse  came 
into  our  lines  riderless.  He  has  since  been  found, 
however. 

Early  in  the  afternoon,  a  section  of  company  D, 
Second  Illinois  artillery,  under  Captain  Rogers, 
advanced  to  dangerously  close  proximity  to  the 
rebel  lines,  and  opened  two  twenty-four  poond 
howitzers,  to  drive  the  rebels  firom  a  position 
from  which  they  were  about  to  advance  upon  our 
men.  They  filed  out  of  the  woods  in  excellent 
order,  and  formed  in  firont  of  the  battery  tod 
within  three  hundred  yards  of  it  They  then 
marched  steadily  forwiurd  toward  the  guzts^  and 
were  about  to  give  their  first  volley  to  our  bat^ 
tery  men,  when  a  double  load  of  canister  scat- 
tered among  them,  causing  at  least  fifly  to  fall 
Captain  De  Golyer's  Eighth  Michigan  battoy 
opened  on  them  also,  and  gave  them  severaf  loads 
of  James's  rifled  shells.  The  effect  of  our  artil- 
lery fire  was  all  that  could  have  been  desired  for 
us.  It  broke  the  ranks  of  the  rebels,  and  coo- 
polled  them  to  fall  back  in  great  disorder.  They 
ran  into  the  woods  like  a  flock  of  fiigfateoed 
sheep,  as  load  after  load  oi  grape  and  caoister 
burst  among  them.  I  have  never  witnessed  a 
more  thorough  rout  than  that  which  the  rebels 
met  with  in  their  attempt  to  get  posflessioo  of 
Captain  Rogers's  guns. 
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Shortly  after  the  commencemont  of  the  general 
engagement,  the  rebels  brought  a  battery  of  four 
to  bear  upon  the  First  brigade  of  General  Hovey^s 
division,  and  were  inflicting  serious  punishment 
with  it  Having  stationed  it  upon  a  very  formi- 
dable point  on  a  commanding  ridge,  General  Mc- 
Guiness  ordered  it  chai]ged.  The  Eleventh  Indi- 
ana and  Twenty-ninth  Wisconsin  being  in  front, 
had  the  hazardous  task  assigned  them.  They 
marched  cautiously  up  a  high  slope  to  within 
seventy-five  yards  of  the  guns,  and  then  made  a 
dash  at  the  pieces.  The  rebel  gunners  performed 
their  duty  manfully,  standing  by  their  guns  till 
they  were  driven  away  with  bayonets  or  clubbed 
with  muskets.  The  Eleventh  and  Twenty-ninth 
were  not  to  be  driven  back,  however,  or  denied 
the  object  for  which  they  started.  As  one  of  the 
men  said  afterward:  "  They  were  told  to  take  the 
guns  and  they  were  bound  to  do  it,  or  lose  every 
man  among  them."  About  two  minutes  after 
this,  the  Forty-sixth  Indiana  made  a  charge  upon 
a  battery  of  four  guns,  a  short  distance  from  the 
scene  of  the  first  capture,  and  in  one  gallant  dash 
took  it,  and  every  man  belonging  to  it  The 
rebels  made  a  desperate  effort  to  recapture  those 
batteries,  but  did  not  succeed.  Our  men^  when 
subsequently  compelled  to  fall  back  on  the  left, 
spiked  all  the  guns  which  they  could  not  get 
away. 

From  statements  made  by  prisoners  and  citi- 
zens, I  think  a  just  estimate  of  the  rebel  force 
will  place  the  figures  at  thirty  thousand.  Pem- 
berton  was  in  the  field  in  person.  The  confed- 
erate troops  were  from  Georgia,  South-Carolina, 
TexaS)  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  Tennessee,  and  Mis- 
souri Bowen's  command,  which  we  whipped  at 
Port  Gibson,  was  there.  A  large  portion  of  it 
was  captured,  ampng  them  fifty  men  and  a  cap- 
tain from  Gates's  regiment  of  dismounted  cavalry. 
The  rebels  concentrated  three  fourths  of  their 
men  upon  three  divisions  of  our  army,  those  of 
Logan,  Hovey,  and  Quinby,  so  that  they  had 
really  about  seven  thousand  men  more  than  we 
had  in  the  engagement 

The  result  of  to-day's  fight  was  a  complete  vic- 
tory for  General  Grant's  forces,  and  the  total  rout 
and  demoralization  of  the  rebel  army.  Our  loss 
will  reach  three  thousand  in  killed,  wounded,  and 
prisoners.  During  the  e^ly  part  of  the  engage- 
ment the  rebels  carried  off  all  their  wounded. 
From  the  number  of  their  dead  found  upon  the 
field,  and  of  wounded  who  fell  into  our  hands 
while  they  were  fiilling  back,  it  is  fair  to  say  that 
they  lost  three  thousand  in  killed  and  wounded. 
We  took  about  two  thousand  prisoners  and  up- 
ward of  twenty  pieces  of  artillery  during  the 
day. 

There  were  many  instances  of  heroism  in  the 
battle  to-day,  which  ought  to  entitle  the  actors 
to  the  admiration  of  the  country,  and  embalm 
their  memories  in  the  hearts  of  every  patriot 
Lieutenant  Perry,  of  the  Forty-seventh  Indiana, 
was  with  his  company  under  the  hottest  fire  of 
the  engagement  His  regiment  occupied  such  a 
position  that  his  command  was  very  much  ex- 
posed and  was  suffering .  dreadfully.    One  of  his 


comrades  suggested  to  him  that  he  ought  to  avail 
himself  of  a  little  cover  immediately  in  his  rear. 
Perry  looked  at  him  calmly  but  resolutely,  and 
said :  "No,  sir.  The  Forty-seventh  never  gives 
back  an  inch.''  A  moment  afterward  he  was  shot 
through  the  heart  and  expired  without  a  groan. 
Two  of  his  men,  on  seeing  him  fall,  wept  like 
children. 

The  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Tenth  Missouri 
was  shot  through  the  heart  while  waving  his 
sword  to  urge  his  men  forward  to  a  charge,  which 
they  executed  with  splendid  success. 

An  officer  was  sent  to  General  Logan  to  inquire 
how  the  contest  was  going  in  his  front  Logan 
sent  back  word :  "  Tell  General  Grant  that  my 
division  cannot  be  whipped  by  all  the  rebels  this 
side  of  hell.  We  are  going  ahead,  and  won't  stop 
till  we  get  orders." 

When  our  left  was  giving  way  before  the  over^ 
whelming  force  of  the  enemy  a  few  men  became 
panic-stricken,  and  it  was  feared  the  contagion 
'  would  spread.  The  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-fourth 
Indiana  rode  to  the  rear,  having  received  a  wound 
in  the  hip.  He  rallied  the  terror-stricken  by  a 
few  words  of  encouragement :  "  Don't  be  discour- 
aged, men.  They  are  driving  us  now,  but  we'll 
have  them  whipped  in  an  hour.  We  are  taking 
Vicksburgh  to-day,  boys,  and  if  you  all  do  your 
duty  it's  bound  to  fall." 

On  the  rebel  side  an  instance  of  valor  occurred, 
in  the  conduct  of  Captain  Riddle,  of  a  Mississippi 
battery,  who  remained  by  the  side  of  his  guns 
after  all  his  horses  had  been  shot,  and  his  com- 
rades killed,  wounded,  or  routed.  He  staid  at 
his  post,  fighting  against  an  infantry  charge 
with  a  revolveg^  until  pierced  by  half  a  dozen 
bullets.  ^ 

In  the  battle  of  to-day  the  rebels  did  not  de- 
part from  their  uniform  practice  of  barbarity  to 
•ur  wounded.  In  more  than  twenty  instances 
they  bayoneted,  clubbed,  or  shot  our  wounded 
who  had  fallen  into  their  hands.  I  saw  two  or 
three  men  dead  upon  the  field,  who  had  been  shot 
in  the  ranks  and  afterward  run  through  the 
breast  or  abdomen  with  a  bayonet,  while  found 
lying  upon  the  ground  or  leaning  against  a  tree. 
Several  of  our  officers  and  men  were  witnesses 
to  these  inhuman  acts.  They  saw  their  comrades 
butchered,  but  dare  not  remonstrate  lest  they 
themselves  should  share  the  same  fate.  On  one 
occasion  a  regiment  of  rebels  ran  their  bayonets 
through  six  of  our  wounded,  after  an  unsuccess- 
ful charge  on  one  of  our  batteries. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  is  called  a  Methodist 
regiment  The  colonel  and  several  of  the  cap- 
tains  are  Methodist  preachers,  and  a  majority  of 
the  soldiers  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
They  did  some  of  the  best  fighting  of  the  day, 
yesterday.  They  went  into  the  battle  full  of  en- 
thusiasm, and  not  one  of  them  flinched  during 
the  engagement  Their  major  was  wounded  late 
in  the  day.  He  walked  from  the  field,  and,  on 
his  way  to  the  hospital,  captured  a  stalwart  con- 
federate, and  compelled  him  to  carry  him  on  his 
back  to  the  ProYOst-Marshal's  headquarters.  It 
was  a  laughable  sight  to  see  Miyor  Wright  riding 
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his  captive  into  camp.  The  casualty  list  of  the 
Methodists  is  very  large,  and  shows  that  they 
stood  up  to  their  work  like  true  soldiers.  On 
returning  from  the  battle-field  in  the  evening 
they  held  a  religious  meeting,  at  which  the  exer- 
cises were  very  impressive.  As  I  write  they  are 
filling  the  woods  with  "  Old  Hundred." 

Indiana  was  more  largely  represented  in  the 
fight  to-day  than  any  other  State.  The  troops 
that  were  exposed  to  the  heaviest  fire  were  from 
the  Hoosier  State.  Among  them  were  the  famous 
Zouaves  formerly  commanded  by  Low  Wallace. 
Just  before  Hovey  was  driven  back  the  Forty- 
sixth  Indiana  advanced,  with  the  Eleventh,  far 
beyond  other  troops,  with  no  supporting  force 
on  either  flank,  and  took  six  pieces  of  artillery, 
driving  the  rebels  from  their  guns  by  a  hand-to- 
hand  fight  The  rebels  immediately  inclosed 
them  on  three  sides  in  overwhelming  numbers. 
They  had  two  lines,  and  our  wounded,  when  they 
passed  over,  say  this  column  was  eight  deep. 


There  was  nothing  left  for  our  men,  of  course,,      After  skirmishing  had  continued  for  an  hour, 
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but  to  fall  back,  which  they  did  in  excellent  order. 
After  retreating  a  short  distance  they  rallied  and 
held  the  enemy  in  check  till  reinforcements  came 
up,  when  they  in  turn  drove  the  enemy  along 
their  whole  line.  Indiana  has  just  cause  to  feel 
proud  of  the  deeds  of  her  sons  in  the  hard-fought 
battle  of  the  sixteenth. 


Doa  193. 
BATTLE  OF  BLACK  RIVER,  MISS. 

BanxiB  AGKoas  Bio  Bu^c,  Miy  17,  1868. 

The  battle  of  Big  Black  bridge  was  fought  on 
Sunday,  the  seventeenth,  the  day  after  the  battle 
of  Champion's  Hill.  In  this  spirited  engagement 
only  the  Thirteenth  army  corps  was  engaged. 
It  is  superfluous  to  add  that  the  troops  compris- 
ing this  corps  fought  as  they  always  do,  excel- 
lently well.  In  the  morning,  after  a  night^s 
bivouac  on  the  hill  overlooking  the  village  of  Ed- 
wards's Station,  the  column,  with  McClernandat 
its  head,  moved  toward  Black  River  bridge.  The 
citizens  who  were  questioned  on  the  subject  said 
the  position  was  most  strongly  fortified  at  the 
crossing,  and  we  naturally  thought  the  enemy 
would  make  stubborn  resistance  there.  We  were 
not  surprised,  therefore,  to  learn  that  our  advance- 
guard  was  fired  upon  by  the  rebel  pickets  as  the 
column  moved  toward  the  river. 

The  country  between  Edwards^ s  Station  and 
the  bridge  loses  that  hilly  and  broken  character 
which  distinguishes  the  region  further  east, 'and 
spreads  out  into  a  broad  and  fertile  plain,  over 
which  we  moved  rapidly.  There  were  no  com- 
manding hills  whence  they  could  pour  a  deadly 
fire  into  our  ranks;  but  there  were  numerous 
patehes  of  forest,  under  the  cover  and  from  the 
edge  of  which  they  could  easily  enfilade  the  open 
fields  by  the  road-side.  There  was  such  a  one  a 
mile  east  of  the  intrenchments  where  the  main 
picket-guard  was  stationed.  Here  determined 
resistance  was  first  made. 


General  Carr's  division  had  the  extreme  ad- 
vance of  the  column,  and  opened  and  ended  the 
engagement  Hastily  deploying  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers  to  the  right  of  the  road,  backed  up 
by  the  two  brigades  of  Cmt's  division  in  line  of 
battle  behind  it,  with  General  Osterhaus's  division 
on  the  left  of  the  road  similarly  disposed,  General 
McClemand  gave  the  order  to  advance.  Soon  in 
the  depths  of  the  thick  forest  the  skirmishers  of 
both  armies  were  hotly  engaged,  while  batteries  of 
artillery,  planted  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road, 
poured  shot  and  shell  into  the  fort  most  furioasi  v. 
The  guns  in  the  intrenchments  replied  with  vigor 
and  spirit  Almost  the  first  shot  dit>pped  in 
the  caisson  belonging  to  Foster's  Wisconsin  bst- 
tory  and  exploded  its  contents,  slightly  wounding 
General  Osterhaus  and  Captain  Foster,  of  the 
battery,  and  very  seriously  injuring  two  gunners. 
General  Osterhaus  beii^  thus  disabled,  the  oom- 
mand  of  his  division  was  temporarily  given  to 
Brigadier-General  A.  L.  Lee. 


during  which  the  enemy  gave  way  and  sought 
the  cover  of  his  intrenchments,  the  order  ms 
given  to  the  several  brigade  commanders  on  the 
right  to  advance  and  charge  the  enemy's  works. 
The  order  was  received  with  cheers  and  shouts, 
and  the  Twenty-first,  Twenty-second,  Twenty- 
third  Iowa,  and  Eleventh  Wisconsin,  Genenl 
Lawler's  brigade,  were  the  first  to  announce  them- 
selves in  readiness.  The  order  ** forward"  was 
given,  and  steadily  and  splendidly  the  brave  boys 
moved  up  to  the  assault  The  enemy  <Touched 
down  behind  the  breastworka  A  portion  of 
them,  stationed  in  a  curtain  on  the  right  of  the 
fort,  whence  they  were  able  to  get  a  cross-fire 
upon  the  column,  reserved  their  volley  until  we 
were  within  easy  musket-range  of  the  intrench- 
ments, when  they  swept  the  advancing  line  with 
their  terrible  fire.  The  brave  boys  lost  in  that 
fearful  volley  one  hundred  and  fifty  men;  ret 
they  faltered  not,  nor  turned  their  steps  back- 
ward. They  waded  the  bayou,  delivering  their 
fire  as  they  reached  the  other  bank,  and  rushed 
upon  the  enemy  with  fixed  bayonets.  So  quickly 
was  all  this  accomplished,  that  the  enemy  had 
not  time  to  reload  their  guns,  and  was  forced  to 
surrender. 

The  battle  was  ended,  and  the  fort,  with  three 
thousand  prisoners,  eighteen  pieces  of  ardllefT— 
some  of  them  captured  fri>m  ourselves,  and  bear- 
ing appropriate  inscriptions  —  several  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  and  a  large  supply  of  corn  and 
commissary  stores,  fell  into  our  hands. 

The  enemy  had,  earlier  in  the  day,  out  of  the 
hulls  of  three  steamboats,  constructed  a  Inidge, 
over  which  he  had  passed  the  main  body  of  his 
army.  As  the  charge  was  made,  and  it  became 
evident  that  we  should  capture  the  poeatioo,  they 
burned  this  bridge  and  also  the  rulroad  bridge 
across  the  river  just  above. 

In  the  afternoon  several  attempts  were  made 
to  cross  the  river,  but  the  sharp-shooters  lined 
the  blufi&  beyond  and  entirely  prevented  it  IsUr, 
the  main  body  of  sharp-shooters  were  dispersed 
by  our  artillery.    It  was  not,  howevw,  ofe  to 
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stand  upon  the  bank,  or  cross  the  open  field  east 
of  the  bridge,  until  after  dark,  when  the  enemy 
withdrew  ^together. 


Doc.  194. 
CAPTURE  OF  HAINES'S  BLUFF. 

ACTING  ADMIBAL  PORTER'S  REPORT. 

Plao-Ship  Black  Hawk^  HAiim's  Bluft,  ) 
Tazoo  RiTBB,  Wednesday,  May  80, 1868.     f 

Eon.  Gideon  WeUes^  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Wash- 
ington: 

On  the  morning  of  the  fifteenth  I  came  over 
to  the  Yazoo  to  be  ready  to  codperate  with  Gen- 
eral Grant  Leaving  two  of  the  iron-clads  at 
Red  River,  one  at  Grand  Gul^  one  at  Carthage, 
three  at  Warrenton,  and  two  on  the  Yazoo,  left 
me  a  small  force;  still  I  disposed  of  them  to  the 
best  advantage. 

On  the  eighteenth,  at  Meridian,  firing  was  heard 
in  the  rear  of  Vicksburgh,  which  assured  me  that 
General  Grant  was  approaching  the  city.  The 
cannonading  was  kept  up  furiously  for  some  time, 
when,  by  the  aid  of  glasses,  I  discerned  a  com- 
pany of  our  artillery  advancing,  taking  position, 
and  driving  the  rebels  before  them. 

I  immediately  saw  that  General  Sherman's 
division  had  come  on  to  the  left  of  Snyder's 
Blufi^  and  that  the  rebels  at  that  place  had  been 
cut  off  from  joining  the  forces  in  the  city.  I 
despatched  the  Be  Kalb,  Lieutenant  Command- 
er Walker,  Choctaw,  Lieutenant  Commander 
er  Ramsay,  Romeo,  Petrel,  and  Forest  Rose,  all 
under  command  of  Lieut  Commander  Breese,  up 
the  Yazoo,  to  open  communication  in  that  way 
with  Generals  Grant  and  Sherman. 

This  I  succeeded  in  doing,  and  in  three  hours 
received  letters  from  Generals*  Grant,  Sherman, 
wd  Steele,  informing  me  of  this  vast  success, 
ftnd  asking  me  to  send  up  provisions,  which  was 
at  once  done. 

,  In  the  mean  time,  Lieut  Commander  Walker, 
in  the  De  Kalb,  pushed  on  to  Haines's  Blufi^ 
which  the  enemy  had  commenced  evacuating  a 
day  before,  and  a  party  remained  behind  in  the 
hopes  of  destroying  or  taking  away  a  large 
MDount  of  ammunition  on  hand. 

When  they  saw  the  gunboats,  they  came  out 
*nd  left  every  thing  in  good  order — guns,  fort, 
tents,  and  equipage  of  all  kinds,  which  fell  into 
our  hands. 

As  soon  as  the  capture  of  Haines's  Bluff  and 
fourteen  guns  was  reported  to  me,  I  shoved  up 
the  gunboats  from  below  Vicksburgh  to  fire  at  the 
™ll  batteries,  which  fire  was  kept  up  for  two  or 
three  hours.  At  midnight  they  moved  up  to  the 
town  and  opened  on  it  for  about  an  hour,  and 
continued  at  intervals  during  the  night  to  annoy 
the  garrison. 

,  On  the  nineteenth  I  placed  six  mortars  in  po- 
sition, with  orders  to  fire  night  and  day  as  rapid- 
ly as  they  could. 

The  works  at  Haines's  Bluff  are  very  formida- 
**le.  There  are  fourteen  of  the  heaviest  kind  of 
>&ounted  eight  and  ten-inch  and  seven  and  a  half- 


inch  rifled  guns,  with  ammunition  enough  to  last 
a  long  si^e. 

As  the  gun-carriages  might  again  fall  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  I  had  them  burnt,  blew  up 
the  magazine,  and  destroyed  the  works  general- 
ly. I  also  burnt  up  the  encampments,  which 
were  permanently  and  remarkably  well  construct- 
ed, looking  as  if  the  rebels  intended  to  stay  for 
some  time. 

These  works  and  encampments  covered  many 
acres  of  ground,  and  the  fortifications  and  the 
rifle-pits  proper  of  Haines's  Bluff  extended  about 
a  mile  and  a  quarter. 

Such  a  net-work  of  defences  I  never  saw.  The 
rebels  were  a  year  constructing  them,  and  all 
were  rendered  useless  in  an  hour.  As  soon  as 
I  got  through  with  the  destruction  of  the  maga- 
zines and  other  works,  I  started  Lieutenant  Com- 
mander Walker  up  the  Yazoo  River  with  a  suffi- 
cient force  to  destroy  all  the  enemy's  property  in 
that  direction,  with  orders  to  return  with  all  des- 
patch, and  only  to  proceed  as  far  as  Yazoo  City, 
where  the  rebels  have  a  navy,  yard,  and  store- 
houses. 

In  the  mean  time,  General  Grant  has  closely 
invested  Vicksburgh,  and  has  possession  of  the 
best  commanding  points.  In  a  very  short  time 
a  general  assault  will  take  place,  when  I  hope  to 
announce  that  Vicksburgh  has  fallen,  after  a 
series  of  the  most  brilliant  successes  that  ever 
attended  an  army. 

There  has  never  been  a  case  during  the  war 

where  the  rebels  have  been  so  successfully  beaten 

at  all  points,  and  the  patience  and  endurance 

shown  by  our  army  and  navy  for  so  many  months 

is  about  being  rewarded. 

It  is  a  mere  question  of  a  few  hours,  and  then, 

with  the  exception  of  Port  Hudson,  which  will 

follow  Vicksburgh,  the  Mississippi  will  be  open 

its  entire  length.  D.  D.  Porter, 

A.  R.  A.  Gomzaanding  the  Mississippi  Sqaadron. 


Doc.  195. 
SKIRMISH  NEAR  FAYETTEVILLE,  VA. 

Fatbttetillk,  Yiboikia,  May  27, 1868w 

Wb  have  perfect  quiet  here  now,  though  but  a 
few  days  ago  matters  were  lively. 

On  Sunday,  the  seventeenth  of  May,  our  cav- 
alry outpost  on  the  Raleigh  road,  distant  from 
Fayette  Court-House  something  like  eight  miles, 
were  informed  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
their  front ;  and  one  company  of  the  Second  Vir- 
ginia cavalry  was  sent  to  their  assistance.  About 
fifty  men  of  the  Twelfth  regiment  had  been  sta- 
tioned on  Blake's  farm,  one  mile  and  a  half  in- 
side of  the  cavalry  outpost  Saturday  morning 
the  infantry  force  was  drawn  in,  and  arrived  at 
camp  about  dark. 

Some  time  during  the  night  the  cavalry  were 
attacked,  and  the  pickets  driven  into  our  outside 
camp-guard,  where  they  remained  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  eighteenth,  when  Captain  Robert  Wil- 
son arrived  with  companies  A,  F,  K,  and  E,  of 
the  Twelfth,  from  this  point ;  and  proceeded  with 
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his  whole  force,  consisting  of  one  company  of  the 
Second  Virginia  cavalry  and  the  four  companies 
of  the  Twelfth,  toward  Blake*s  Farm,  which 
they  reached  without  molestation. 

Here  the  infantry  was  halted,  and  Captain 
Wilson  took  the  cavalry  and  moved  out  on  the 
Raleigh  road  four  or  five  miles  beyond  the  point 
from  which  they  had  been  driven  the  night  be- 
fore ;  and  there  encountered  the  enemy  in  con- 
siderable numbers.  After  exchanging  a  few 
shots,  he  fell  back  to  Blake^s  farm;  and  then 
sent  Lieutenant  Ankrom  and  twelve  men  up  the 
Raleigh  road  the  second  time,  with  orders  to  as- 
certain, if  possible,  the  strength  of  the  enemy. 
Lieutenant  Medlicott,  with  twelve  men,  was  also 
sent  out  on  the  old  mountain  road  that  intersects 
the  main  road  near  Blake*  s  farm. 

Lieutenant  Ankrom  advanced  on  the  Raleigh 
road  a  short  distance  beyond  where  we  first  saw 
the  enemy.  After,  firing  a  few  shots,  he  fell 
back  to  the  main  body,  and  reported  that  he  had 
seen  about  one  hundred  men. 

A  courier  was  then  sent  to  Lieutenant  Medli- 
cott, ordering  him  to  fall  back  for  fear  of  an  am- 
buscade. It  being  late  when  he  arrived,  the 
whole  party  bivouacked  for  the  night 

About  seven  o^clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
eighteenth,  twenty  men,  under  command  of 
Lieutenant  Glotfeldter,  of  the  Twelfth,  were  sent 
to  the  front  to  reconnoitre.  Just  as  they  were 
starting,  one  of  the  advanced  pickets  came  in 
and  reported  that  a  squad  of  fifteen  men  had 
made  their  appearance,  but,  upon  discovering 
our  pickets,  had  fallen  back.  The  two  lieuten- 
ants of  cavalry  were  then  ordered  to  take  twelve 
men  each — one  squad  to  follow,  and,  if  possible, 
overtake  the  fifteen  men ;  the  other  to  proceed  to 
McCoy's  bridge.  Neither  squad  had  got  out  of 
sight  before  the  pickets  on  the  Raleigh  road 
commenced  firing.  The  lieutenants  were  im- 
mediately ordered  to  return,  and  the  whole  force 
drawn  up  to  receive  the  enemy. 

Company  K,  of  the  Twelfth;  were  sent  back  to 
the  cross-roads,  two  miles  in  our  rear,  with  or- 
ders to  hold  the  road ;  but  before  he  got  his  po- 
sition the  enemy  appeared  in  sight  on  the  front 
and  on  our  left  flank,  and  attacked  our  pickets, 
who  fell  back,  disputing  the  ground  all  the  way, 
until  they  reached  the  main  body. 

In  a  few  minutes  information  was  received  that 
company  R  had  been  attacked  in  their  rear,  at 
Huddleston's  Bridge.  Captain  Wilson  gave 
Lieutenant  Glotfeldter  command  of  the  three  re- 
maining companies  of  infantry,  with  orders  to  fall 
back  into  the  woods  and  make  their  way  to  camp. 
About  the  time  the  infantry  had  gained  the  cover 
of  the  woods,  the  rebel  cavalry  appeared  in  force. 
The  cavalry  under  Captain  Wilson  fell  back  for 
the  purpose  of  reenforcing  company  K,  of  the 
Twelfth.  The  Captain's  horse  not  being  as  fast 
as  the  others,  he  could  not  keep  the  lead,  but  the 
company  charged  down  the  road  toward  the 
bridge  at  Huddleston,  under  a  heavy  fire.  The 
rebels  had  torn  the  bridge  up,  and  some  ten  or 
twelve  of  the  foremost  horses  went  through  into 
the  run,  carrying  their  riders  with  them.     The 


balance  of  the  company  were  led  by  First  lieu- 
tenant Joseph  Ankrom,  who  rescued  some  tif  the 
men  who  had  fkllen  through  the  bridge,  and 
making  their  way  around  the  bridge  sucoMdod 
in  getting  into  position.  They  then  commeooed 
firing,  and  thus  enabled  company  K,  of  the 
Twelfth,  and  some  of  the  cavabry,  to  gain  the 
woods.  The  cavalry  skirmished  all  the  waj 
back  until  they  reached  the  outside  picket-fort 
While  running  the  road.  Captain  Wilson  bad  his 
horse  shot  from  under  him,  but  escaped  unhurt, 
and  soon  after  his  arrival  at  the  outside  picket, 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  the  other  companies 
of  his  command,  who  had  been  brought  in  safely 
by  Lieutenant  Glotfeldter.  They  then  proceeded 
to  camp.  In  a  few  minutes  the  enemy  got  their 
artillery  into  position,  and  began  shelling  the 
woods,  but  without  doing  any  damage. 

When  the  detachment  under  Captain  Wilson 
reached  camp,  the  works  were  all  filled  with 
troops,  and  every  thing  prepared  to  receive  our 
visitors,  who  soon  made  their  appearance.  Thej 
fired  the  first  shot  at  two  a.m.,  and  as  soon  as 
our  guns  could  be  brought  to  bear,  we  replied. 
The  second  shell  fired  by  the  rebels  killed  the 
only  man  killed  during  the  engagement  His 
name  was  Owen  McGinnis,  a  sei^geant  of  com- 
pany A,  of  the  Twelfth,  Captain  Wilson.  He 
was  struck  on  the  head  with  a  ball  from  a  tTehc 
pound  spherical  case-shot,  killing  him  almost  im- 
mediately. The  firing  of  the  rebels  was  rapid, 
and,  as  a  general  thing,  wild.  One  sectioo  of 
Captain  McMuUen^s  baUexy,  which  was  stationed 
in  the  outside  redan,  compelled  the  rebels  to 
move  their  artillery  nine  times  during  the  after- 
noon, and  disabled  one  piece.  The  firing  was 
kept  up  until  night,  when  both  sides  ceased,  asd 
the  troops  rested  on  the  ground  all  night 

About  five  A.M.,  on  the  nineteenth,  company 
R  arrived  in  camp,  they  having  gone  entirelT 
around  the  right  flank  of  the  rebels.  Thej  were 
hailed  with  a  hearty  greeting  by  the  rest  of  the 
boys.     During  the  operations  of.  Captain  Wilfon 

and  his  command,  three  men  were  wounded  and 
six  missing.  One  of  the  wounded — George  Ba- 
ban,  company  K,  Twelfth  O.  V.  L— has  since 
died.     The  others  are  doing  weU. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  twentieth  our 
battery  opened  on  the  rebels  and  elicited  a  replr. 
The  firing  was  kept  up  until  two  p.m.,  when  it 
was  ascertained  the  enemy  was  retreating.  Colo- 
nel White,  of  the  Twelfth,  who  has  command 
here,  asked  for  permission  to  follow,  which  was 
granted,  but  not  until  late  in  the  evenins,  when 
the  enemy  had  got  a  good  start ;  bat,  tbinkiog 
that  he  might  overtake  them,  he  started,  alV^ 
dark,  with  about  two  thousand  men  and  part  <x 
McMullen's  battery,  and  after  pursuing  them  > 
distance  of  twenty-five  miles,  gave  up  the  chase 
as  hopeless,  and  returned  to  his  camp  ^^^^ 
dusty  a  crowd  of  boys  as  ever  anr  one  witnessed. 

Our  total  loss  was  fourteen  killed,  wounded 
and  missing,  in  the  Twelfth  Ohio ;  thrte  men  and 
six  horses  missing  in  the  Second  ViiTginia  cavabyi 
and  three  horses  wounded. 

Among  the  men  who  went  through  the  biid^ 
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at  Huddleston,  was  Lieutenant  J.  J.  Medlicott, 
of  the  Second  Virginia  cavalir.  He  was  fortunate 
enough  to  escape,  and,  two  days  after,  made  his 
appearance  in  camp.  The  coolness  and  daring 
of  Lieutenant  Ankrom,  of  the  same  regiment,  is 
deserving  of  notice ;  and  owing  to  his  exertions 
at  the  hrid^  Lieutenant  Atkinson  of  company 
K,  Twelfth  Regiment,  was  enabled  to  get  a  good 
position  for  his  command,  and  then  he  hand- 
somely returned  the  compliment  by  pouring  into 
the  rebels  a  hot  fire,  which  aided  the  cavalry  in 
getting  out  In  the  attack  on  our  works  here,  no 
anxiety  was  felt  as  to  the  result 

Since  the  fight  several  of  the  enemy  have  come 
in  and  given  themselves  up.  They  report  that 
they  are  most  all  willing  to  lay  down  their  arms 
and  take  the  oath,  but  are  watched  too  closely. 
They  say  that  it  was  the  expectation  that  a  large 
body  of  mounted  men,  under  Imboden  and  Jones, 
would  attack  Gauley  Bridge  at  the  same  time  that 
McCausland  would  attack  us  here ;  but  it  is  the 
opinion  that  the  movement  of  some  of  our  forces 
from  the  direction  of  Clarksburgh,  changed  the  no- 
tion of  the  rebels,  and,  therefore,  the  column 
operating  on  this  road  was  left  to  take  care  of  it- 
self. TWELTTH  0.  V.  I. 


\ 


Doc.  196. 
FIGHT  NEAR  PORT   GIBSON,  ARK. 

GOLONUi  PHILIPfl*8  REPORT. 

HSADQUARTUtS,  IXDIAV  TntRITOST 
IHD  WBTIBH  AkKAMSAS, 

Von  Bldht,  Cbxioxbk  Natiox,  Hay  22. 

Major- General  James  G,  Blunt: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  a  some- 
what severe  engagement  with  the  enemy  on  the 
twentieth  instant 

I  had  eight  hundred  (800)  mounted  men  guard- 
ing my  supply  line,  to  cover  approaching  trains, 
when  the  enemy,  in  the  nighty  crossed  the  Ar- 
kanas  River  with  five  regiments,  going  a  mount- 
ain road.  A  scout  I  had  sent^  failing  to  do  his 
duty,  left  that  road  unwatched,  and  they  ap- 
proached within  five  miles  of  me,  getting  me  on  the 
left  flank.  They  were,  however,  afraid  to  attack 
me  in  the  works,  and  taking  a  strong  position  on 
the  mountains  on  the  south,  five  miles  distant, 
and  close  to  the  Arkansas  River,  tried  to  cut  off 
the  stock.  As  all  had  been  reported  quiet  for 
twenty  (20)  miles  in  all  directions  this  side  of  the 
river,  the  stock  was,  therefore,  being  sent  out  to 
Jpnaze,  when  the  enemy  pounced  upon  it  Send- 
ing all  the  mounted  men  I  could  raise,  the  larger 
portion  of  the  stock  was  taken  from  them.  The 
Creek  regiment  refused  to  charge,  or  it  could  all 
have  been  saved. 

I  sent  forward  Majors  Foreman,  Wright,  and 
Pomeroy,  with  all  the  present  available  force,  and 
fts  rapidly  as  possible  moved  every  thing  within 
the  works.  The  enemy  being  strongly  posted 
five  miles  distant,  drove  back  Major  Foreman  and 
the  others  for  some  distance,  although  the  ground 
was  hotly  contested.    Captain  Lucas,  of  the  Sixth 


Kansas,  was  nearly  surrounded,  as  was  Captain 
Anderson,  of  the  Third  Indiana,  but  they  gallant- 
ly cut  their  way  through. 

Leaving  Colonel  Dole,  with  a  strong  command, 
and  most  of  my  artillery  behind  the  works,  I 
moved  rapidly  forward  with  two  battalions  of 
Indian  infantry  and  a  section  of  Hopkins^ s  battery, 
under  Lieutenant  Bassett  Leaving  one  battalion 
as  reserve,  I  supported  the  forces  already  in  front, 
and  soon  drove  the  enemy  into  the  woods.  Here 
they  contested  the  ground  for  a  short  time,  but 
they  were  pushed  over  the  mountain,  and  rapidly 
driven  in  complete  rout  to  Webber's  Falls,  where 
they  crossed  the  Arkansas  River. 

As  we  were  following  the  enemy  up  the  mount- 
ain, I  learned  that  the  enemy,  with  two  six-pound 
field-pieces  and  one  twelve-pound  howitzer,  were 
trying  to  cross  Arkansas  River,  two  miles  from 
Gibson.  Leaving  the  mounted  men  to  follow  the 
retreating  enemy,  I  took  my  infantry  and  two 
guns  down  to  the  river,  and  found  that  the  enemy, 
although  in  considerable  numbers  on  the  opposite 
bank,  were  only  making  a  feint  Desiring  to  dis- 
mount their  artillery,  I  immediately  opened  on 
them,  but  they  rapidly  withdrew  their  guns  and 
fell  back. 

The  battle  was  a  very  severe  one  while  it  lasted, 
as  I  could  only  bring  a  portion  of  my  forces  to 
bear.  My  loss  in  killed  is  upwards  of  twenty — 
probably  twenty-five  or  twenty-six — ^as  some  are 
missing,  and  about  half  that  number  wounded. 
I  understand  that  the  enemy^s  loss  is  much  more 
severe^  We  lost  no  officers.  The  rebels  had 
one  major  killed. 

On  the  field  there  were  Colonel  Coiley,  (with 
Missouri  and  Arkansas  troops,)  Major  Bryant, 
Colonels  Levi  and  Chili  Mcintosh,  each  with  a 
regiment ;  Colonel  Adair's  regiment  and  a  Choc- 
taw regiment  Only  one  battalion  of  Texans  came 
over,  as  the  remainder  (infantry)  ntaid  with  the 
artillery  across  the  river,  with  the  design  of  cross- 
ing the  short  way  if  we  were  pressed  back. 

Yesterday  the  enemy  kept  up  a  heavy  cannon- 
ade until  dark,  over  the  river  at  my  picket  sta- 
tions. This  morning,  at  daylight,  it  had  been  re- 
newed. Lieutenant-Colonel  Schurate  got  in  yes- 
terday with  the  first  part  of  the  train,  and  the 
paymaster.  The  refugee  train,  which  I  reen- 
forced — sixty  miles  off — is  also  in  safety. 

The  enemy  have  left  Van  Buren  and  taken  all 
but  a  handful  of  men  fi*om  Fort  Smith.  They  are 
massed  south  of  the  river  in  front  of  me,  and  give 
their  forces  at  eleven  thousand,  but  their  real 
force  is  between  foiu*  and  five  thousand  men. 
They  are  nervously  determined  that  I  shall  not 
recruit  in  the  country  south  of  the  river,  and  tell 
the  Indians  that  the  United  States  forces  are 
whipped  in  Virginia,  and  will  be  obliged  to  evac- 
uate the  Indian  country,  and  that  their  only 
safety  is  with  the  Confederacy. 

Three  of  my  Indian  picket  stations  behaved 
very  badly,  having  deserted  their  posts  without 
giving  me  notice,  and  allowed  the  enemy  to  get 
on  my  flank  in  the  morning.  I  feel  it  due  to  the 
majority  of  the  men  and  officers  to  compliment 
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their  gallantry  and  heroism,  by  which  we,  with- 
out risking  our  position,  achieved  a  decided  vic- 
tory over  greatly  superior  numbers. 

Respectfully,  William  A.  Philips, 

Colonel  Gonunanding. 


Doc.  197. 
COLONEL    CHICKERING'S    EXPEDITION. 

Ov  Board  Stsasisb  Oahawba,  orr  Obokoia  Ooast,  ) 

June  6,  1868.  ) 

No  full  account  has  yet  found  its  way  into 
print  respecting  the  recent  exploit  of  Cfolonel 
Thomas  E.  Ghickering,  of  Boston,  and  having 
received  the  particulars  from  the  Colonel,  I  am 
enabled  to  give  the  interesting  details  of  this 
hazardous,  but  successful  expedition. 

On  Thursday,  May  twenty-first,  at  daybreak, 
Colonel  T.  E.  Ghickering,  of  the  Forty-first  Mas- 
sachusetts cavalry,  (extemporized  for  this  partic- 
ular service,)  the  Fifly-second  Massachusetts, 
One  Hundred  and  Tenth,  One  Hundred  and  Four- 
teenth, One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth,  and  Nine- 
tieth New- York,  with  one  company  each  of  the 
Thirteenth  Connecticut, Twenty-second  and  Twen- 
ty-sixth Maine,  and  one  section  of  Nim^s  Massa- 
chusetts battery,  under  command  of  Lieutenant 
Snow,  the  whole  division  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Colonel  Ghickering,  proceeded,  with 
three  hundred  army  wagons,  from  Berrie^s  Land- 
ing, laden  with  cotton,  sugar,  molasses,  and  other 
valuable  products,  toward  Berwick  City.  The 
ponderous  train  once  in  motion,  soon  began  to 
wind  itself  along  the  easterly  bank  of  the  Teche, 
the  white  canvas  covering  to  the  wagons  giving 
the  train,  at  a  distance,  when  viewed  from  a  slight 
elevation,  the  appearance  of  a  monster  white  boa- 
constrictor,  which  crawled  slowly  but  surely 
along. 

Upon  arriving  at  St  Martinsville,  Colonel  Ghick- 
ering learned  from  his  spies,  and  from  those  worth- 
less n<^oes  that  Copperheads  talk  so  much  about, 
that  the  enemy  were  in  ambush  just  beyond  his 
advancing  scouts.  He  at  once  crossed  the  Teche, 
and  marched  rapidly  to  New-Iberia,  where  he 
found  the  steamer  J.  M.  Brown,  laden  with  sup- 
plies for  his  troops.  Unloading  the  supplies,  they 
were  soon  distributed  among  the  various  regi- 
ments. The  steamer  was  at  once  laden  with  cot- 
ton, sugar,  com,  and  molasses,  and  with  one  thou- 
sand contrabands  on  board,  sailed  for  Brashear 
City. 

From  New-Iberia  the  march  was  resumed  tow- 
ard Franklin,  and  the  warlike  caravan  entered 
this  pretty  little  secesh  town  amid  the  reverbera- 
tion of  the  different  bands,  and  the  choruses  of 
the  regiments,  swelling  with  the  notes  of  the  va- 
rious camp  songs,  our  glorious  colors  proudly 
fluttering  their  silken  folds  over  the  serried 
ranks — all  tended  to  form  a  thrilling  and  beauti- 
ful picture.  Perhaps  you  can  form  some  sort 
of  an  idea  of  the  gigantic  proportions  of  one  of 
of  these  wagon  trains,  when  I  state  that  the  one 
under  command  of  Colonel  Ghickering  was  five 
miles  long. 

The  noise  of  such  a  train  in  Virginia  could  be 


heard  for  miles,  owing  to  the  rocky  soil  and  the 
iron  axles ;  but  in  Louisiana  one  must  hunt  very 
assiduously  in  order  to  discover  a  pebble,  so  that 
a  train  can  move  with  but  little  noise — an  advao- 
tage  of  great  importance  to  an  army  on  the  move. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  the  ad- 
vance had  bivouacked  at  Gentreville,  and  tb« 
weary  sentinels  paced  up  and  down  their  posts, 
anxiously  listening  for  the  welcome  footsteps  of 
the  relief-guard,  when  mounted  messengers  dash- 
ed into  camp  with  news  of  an  attack  on  oar  rear. 
Three  squadrons  of  the  Forty-first  Massachusetts 
cavalry  were  at  once  ordered  to  the  rear  to  pre- 
vent any  surprise  in  large  numbers,  and  to  dis- 
perse the  cowardly  guerrillas  that  followed  in  the 
track  of  the  train,  annoying  us  constantly,  eri- 
dently  with  the  intention  of  harassing  us  to  such 
an  extent  that  a  rapid  advance  would  be  impos- 
sible. 

In  the  mean  time  other  messengers  came  in 
reporting  that  General  Mouton,  son  of  the  ex- 
Governor  of  Louisiana,  with  Brigadier-Genefal 
Greene,  were  but  a  short  distance  in  our  rear, 
with  five  thousand  men,  including  a  laiige  number 
of  ^'  Texicans.''  It  was  very  plain  that  Mouton's 
object  was  to  engage  our  rear,  and  then,  bj  a 
coup-d&-pmin,  endeavor  to  flank  the  entire  diTi- 
sion. 

Upon  discovering  this  scheme,  Colonel  Chick- 
ering  had  three  regiments  of  infantry  drawn  up 
in  line  of  battle,  directly  in  front  of  the  wagoo- 
train,  and  orders  were  then  given  for  the  train  to 
move  on.  Colonel  Morgan,  of  the  Ninetieth  Kew- 
York,  whose  regiment  formed  the  rear-guard,  was 
instructed  to  retreat,  giving  battle,  and  at  the 
same  time  protect  the  rear  of  the  train.  Colonel 
Morgan  indulged  in  a  few  lively  skirmishes  with 
the  scattered  forces  of  the  enemy,  chiefly  guer- 
rillas. The  train  was  pushed  on  with  all  possi- 
ble speed  during  the  night,  followed  closely  by 
the  most  daring  guerrillas,  and  on  the  momiitg 
of  the  twenty-sixth  reached  Berwick  City,  after 
a  forced  march  of  one  hundred  and  ten  miles  i& 
four  days.  The  last  forty  miles  was  acoomplish- 
ed  in  the  almost  unprecedented  short  time  of 
twenty-four  hours,  the  enemy  following  dode 
upon  our  heels. 

The  rebels  were  exceedingly  vigilant,  and  we 
were  continually  reminded  that  they  were  oo  the 
quivive  at  all  points.  Colonel  Chickerii^  re- 
ceived information  through  reliable  sources  that 
the  main  body,  numbering  five  thousand  men, 
were  at  Calcosien,  or  Lake  Charles  Court-Hou^e, 
forty  miles  south-west  of  Opeloosas,  near  the 
Texas  boundary  line,  and  from  which  State  the 
troops  were  being  drawn. 

The  rebels  were  expecting  Colonel  Chickerin? 
and  his  train  of  booty  on  the  Grand  Coteau,  and 
the  shrewdness  of  the  Colonel  in  command  alone 
prevented  the  rebels  from  gaining  a  rich  prixe. 
The  enemy's  spies,  who  pretended,  of  course,  to 
be  the  strongest  kind  of  Union  men,  were  pff- 
mitted  to  hold  converse  with  Colonel  Chickenng. 
and  he  very  adroitly  made  use  of  them,  by  pre- 
tending to  divulge  to  them  the  plans  of  the  re- 
treat ;  and  he  succeeded  most  admirably  in  ''Van- 
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kecing"  the  sincere  Union  men.  They  were  told 
eonfidentially  that  our  forces  were  going  to  stop 
at  Vermilion  Bayou  and  construct  the  bridge  over 
that  stream,  and  the  Union  men,  of  course,  had 
a  strong  force  there,  as  we  afterward  learned 
from  a  trusty  negro.  Colonel  Chickering  is  wholly 
responsible  for  their  great  victory  at  this  point, 
and  it  is  high  time  such  irritating  conduct  to- 
ward our  deluded  Southern  brethren  was  stopped. 
It  was  agreed  between  the  rebel  officers  that  we 
should  be  flanked  at  St.  Martinsville,  but  the  ra- 
pidity of  the  ColoneFs  movements  thwarted  them, 
when  Franklin  was  decided  upon  as  the  spot 
where  this  immense  "Yankee"  potent  corn-hop- 
ping nigger  train  was  to  be  *  engulfed  in  the 
mighty  jaws  of  the  rebel  army ;  but  lo,  presto, 
change !  they  passed  through  and  beyond  Frank- 
lin. Considerable  powder  and  lead  was  wasted 
for  the  so-called  Confederacy,  and  the  chagrin  of 
the  baulked  rebels  was  so  bitter,  that,  for  sixteen 
miles,  from  Franklin  to  Centre ville,  they  fought 
us  in  their  brave  guerrilla  style. 

The  rebels  fired  from  the  windows  of  the  house 
at  which  Colonel  Chickering  took  dinner*  on  the 
same  day.  At  Franklin  their  programme  was 
all  laid  out,  but  owing  to  some  slight  disarrange- 
ment of  the  machinery,  the  performances  at  the 
confederate  theatre  did  not  satisfy  the  eager  au- 
dience. They  had  been  told  that  the  retreat  of 
"  the  d — d  Yankees  "  was  to  be  cut  ofiF,  as  well 
as  all  their  heads ;  but  suddenly  their  boasted 
tragedy  became,  if  possible,  worse  than  a  farce. 
( 'olonel  Chickering  arrested  a  believer  in  the 
Jeff  Lavis  doctrine,  and  a  faithful  supporter  of 
the  ** divine"  or  "peculiar"  institution,  by  the 
name  of  Alfred  Lastrappe,  a  wealthy  planter, 
owning  a  sugar  and  cotton  plantation  at  Breaux 
Bridge,  on  the  banks  of  the  Teche.  Mr.  Lastrappe 
is  only  suspected,  with  some  pretty  strong  evi- 
dence to  sustain  the  suspicion,  of  having  murder- 
ed four  of  his  best  negroes  who  were  preparing  to 
join  our  army  as  soon  as  it  passed  the  plantation. 
The  four  new-made  graves  were  found,  but  the 
innocent  says  they  died  very  suddenly,  and  no 
doubt  they  did.  He  is  now  under  close  arrest, 
and  an  examination  is  shortly  to  be  made  into 
the  case. 

The  principal  evidence  is  from  n^oes  who  tell 
their  simple  stories  of  the  great  anection  of  the 
master  for  the  "  Yankees ;"  so  great  was  it,  that 
Mr.  Lastrappe  had  only  to  hear  that  one  of  his 
negroes  had  dared  to  speak  to  a  "-Yankee,"  and 
on  goes  the  lash,  and  prostrate  was  the  impudent 
Ethiopian  in  the  embraces  of  the  stocks. 

The  women  and  children  were  very  bitter  all 
along  the  line  of  march,  and  Colonel  Chickering 
arrested  several  insolent  male  rebels,  who  pro- 
fessed neutrality  when  arrested. 

Nim's  battery  fired  several  shots  into  a  sugar- 
house,  where  upward  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
rebels  were  concealed.  A  number  of  them  fled 
to  the  woods.  We  cannot  state  the  casualties  of 
this  little  artillery  episode.  The  contrabands  who 
were  in  the  train  were  terribly  alarmed  at  the 
guerrillas,  and  the  scene  beggars  description.  It 
required  the  greatest  exertion  and  vigilance  on 
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the  part  of  Colonel  Chickering  to  keep  the  road 
open. 

Lieutenant  Woods  of  the  One  Hundred  and 
Tenth  New- York  regiment  was  killed,  and  a  major 
and  several  commissioned  officers  were  captured 
by  these  guerrillas.  Colonel  Chickering  has  heard 
since  that  they  hung  two  of  our  officer^  but  he 
had  not  at  last  accounts  received  any  thing  au- 
thentic in  relation  to  the  matter. 

General  Banks  was  very  solicitous  for  the  safe- 
ty of  this  immense  train,  and  a  disaster  to  it 
would  have  sadly  injured  our  cause.  Now,  as  for 
the  success,  the  following  figures  will  show  plainly. 
Six  thousand  negroes  came  into  our  hands,  five 
hundred  plantation  wagons,  three  thousand  mules 
and  horses,  besides  a  fabulous  number  of  cattle. 
VYhile  the  Forty-first  Massachusetts  were  station- 
ed at  Berrie's  Landing,  five  thousand  bales  of 
cotton  were  sent  from  tliat  point,  besides  immense 
quantities  of  sugar  and  molasses,  and  it  is  esti- 
mated that  upwjird  of  ten  thousand  negroes  have 
been  sent  from  Berne's  Landing  to  Brashear  City 
and  Algiers.  It  is  superfluous  business  for  me  to 
attempt  to  praise  the  skill  and  energy  of  Colonel 
Chickering  for  the  determination  he  evinced  and 
the  great  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts. 
Let  the  record  be  his  garland  of  laurel.  ^11  of 
these  negroes  are  exceedingly  eager  to  fight  for 
their  freedom,  and  I  have  often  seen  the  tears 
rolling  silently  down  their  sable  cheeks  when  the 
examining  surgeon,  afler  inspecting  them,  pro- 
nounced them  physically  worthless  for  active 
service  in  the  field.  Nothing  is  more  false  and 
ridiculously  absurd  than  the  statements  of  North- 
em  Copperheads  that  the  negro  will  not  fight, 
will  not  labor  without  the  cruel  lash — ^is  of  too 
indolent  a  nature  naturally  to  support  himself. 

No  honest  man  who  has  travelled  in  the  re- 
volted States  can  assert  this.  Many  men  come 
to  Louisiana  with  these  impressions  upon  their 
minds.  The  negroes  will  fight,  and  desperately 
too,  as  the  bitter  conflict  at  Port  Hudson  attests. 
They  do  labor,  where  remunerated  faithfully. 
The  negroes  of  Louisiana  are  the  only  friends  we 
have  in  that  State,  and  one  single  instance  has 
yet  to  be  named  wherein  they  have  proved  faith- 
less. Cicerone. 

—Botton  Trav4ll€r, 


Doc.  198. 
AFFAIR  NEAR  MIDDLETON,  TENNESSEE. 

LOUISVILLE  "JOURNAL"  ACCOUNT. 

HcmntKBBOBO,  Uaj  26,  18d8w 

I  GAVE  you  by  telegraph  a  short  account  of  the 
night  attack  made  by  our  cavalry  on  the  enemy's 
camp  near  Middleton,  on  the  morning  of  the  twen- 
ty-first Through  the  kindness  of  Colonel  Stan- 
ley and  General  Minty,  the  latter  commanding  the 
First  brigade,  which  sustained  the  brunt  of  the 
fight,  I  am  enabled  to  glean  from  official  reports, 
the  following  details :  On  the  night  of  the  twen- 
ty-first, at  eight  o'clock.  General  Stanley  started 
out  on  the  Salem  pike,  in  the  direction  of  Middle- 
ton,  a  small  village  about  three  miles  west  of  Fos- 
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tcrville,  on  the  old  stage  route  leading  from  Mur- 
freesboro  to  Shelbyville.  The  forces  composing 
the  expedition  were  the  First  and  Second  brigades 
of  General  Turchin's  cavalry  division,  the  former 
consisting  of  the  Fourth  Michigan,  Third  Indiana, 
Seventh  Pennsylvania,  and  Fourth  r^ular  regi- 
ments, uftder  the  command  of  Colonel  R.  H.  O. 
Minty ;  and  the  latter  composed  of  the  Third  and 
Fourth  Ohio  cavalry  and  the  Thirty-ninth  Indi- 
ana mounted  infantry,  and  commanded  by  Colo- 
nel Long.  Leaving  the  pike  to  avoid  the  enemy's 
pickets,  posted  on  the  road,  the  column  picked 
its  way  cAutiously  through  an  unfrequented  re- 
gion, broken  by  gullies  and  ravines,  obstructed 
by  bluffs,  and  traversed  by  serpentine  water- 
courses. The  natural  barriers  intervening,  im- 
peded the  progress  of  the  column ;  but  the  night, 
its  darkness  deepened  by  the  forest  that  overhung, 
rendered  the  path  almost  impassable.  After  a 
march  of  over  twenty  miles  over  this  rugged 
country,  the  horses  jaded  and  the  men  fatigued, 
the  force  was  halted  within  three  miles  of  Mid- 
dleton,  and  the  preparations  made  for  surround- 
ing, surprising,  and  capturing  the  enemy.  Gen- 
eral Stanley,  with  his  escort  and  two  companies 
(D  an(^  I)  from  the  Fourth  regulars,  ordered  for- 
ward to  act  as  advance-guard,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  0' Conn  ell,  took  the  road  lead- 
ing from  the  old  Salem  pike  in  the  direction  of 
the  rebel  camp.  General  Turchin  was  ordered  to 
follow,  in  supporting  distance,  with  the  First 
brigade.  Reaching  a  point  where  the  road  forked 
with  another  leading  to  the  right,  General  Tur- 
chin sent  the  balance  of  the  Fourth  regulars  and 
the  Seventh  Pennsylvania  to  the  left,  and  the 
Fourth  Michigan,  followed  bv  the  Third  Indi- 
ana, took  the  road  to  the  right,  leading  to  Mid- 
dleton.  General  Stanley,  in  the  mean  time,  with 
the  advance-guard,  had  held  steadily  toward 
the  point  designated  by  the  guides  as  the  camp- 
ing ground  of  the  enemy.  The  camp  was  situ- 
ated about  a  mile  from  Middleton,  in  a  dense  ce- 
dar glade,  and  the  forces  were  so  disposed  that  it 
was  necessary  to  pass  through  the  grounds  occu- 
pied by  the  First  Alabama  to  reach  the  camp  of 
the  Eighth  confederate.  Having  alarmed  the  sen- 
tries, and  anxious  to  surprise  the  enemy  asleep. 
General  Stanley  ordered  the  Anderson  Guard  for- 
w^ard.  No  time  was  lost  In  a  twinkling  Lieu- 
tenant 0*ConneU  was  at  their  head,  and  the  two 
companies,  with  drawn  sabres,  were  dashing  for- 
ward with  a  yell,  that  was  alone  sufficient  to 
strike  terror  into  a  drowsy  man,  and  sabring 
the  frightened  Alabamians.  The  alarms  given 
by  the  sentries  had  aroused  the  Eighth  confed- 
erate, who,  rallying  in  sufficient  numbers,  beat 
back  the  advance-guard,  who  retired  with  a  large 
Bumber  of  prisoners.  The  Fourth  Michigan,  on 
ihe  alert,  attracted  by  the  tumult,  dashed  for- 
ward at  a  furious  gallop,  charged  through  the 
town  and  a  mile  beyond  into  the  camp  of  the  en- 
emy. The  rebels  by  this  time  had  formed  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  opposite  side  of  an  open  field  and 
in  the  edge  of  the  forest  skirting  it.  Discovering 
ihom,  the  Michiganders  fired  a  few  volleys  at 
^em,  which  emptied  several  saddles,  and  pre- 


pared to  charge.  The  confederates,  more  confi- 
dent in  the  mettle  of  their  horses  than  in  thdr 
own  ability  to  sustain  a  charge,  wheeled  about 
and  took  to  the  woods  and  glades.  The  Third 
Indiana,  in  the  mean  time,  had  charged  in  the 
direction  of  Fosterville.  The  few  rebels  they 
found  only  tarried  to  exchange  shots,  and  retreat- 
ed. The  Second  brigade,  moved  forward  when 
the  action  begun,  found  the  enemy  gone,  and 
was  now  occupying  his  camp.  General  Stanley 
burned  the  tents,  wagons,  clothing,  guns,  ord- 
nance stores,  and  every  thing  left  on  the  groundfs, 
and,  with  over  two  hundred  serviceable  horses 
and  seventy-three  prisoners,  took  up  a  line  of 
march  for  Murfreesboro.  The  rebels,  collectini; 
in  considerable  force,  followed  us  for  sevend 
miles,  firing  on  our  rear-guard  and  severely 
wounding  quite  a  number  of  our  men.  Colonel 
Long,  with  the  Second  brigade,  brought  up  the 
rear,  and  sustained  a  loss  of  eight  wounded  bv 
shots  fix)m  the  enemy  following.  Reporting  to 
General  Stanley  that  our  rear  was  being  contin- 
ually annoyed,  the  Fourth  Michigan  was  placed 
in  ambush.  The  column  passed,  and  the  enemy 
unsuspectingly  followed  close  behind,  firing  at  uii 
When  within  easy  musket-range  the  Fourth  Mi- 
chigan rose  and  poured  in  a  volley  that  playe<i 
sad  havoc  in  the  rebel  ranks,  and  they  wiUidrew 
to  trouble  us  no  more. 

The  charge  of  the  advance-guard  was  a  brilliant 
affiiir,  and  reflects  great  credit  on  Lieuten&nt 
0*Connell,  who  led  the  van,  and  only  retired 
when  the  enemy  in  superior  force  moved  forward 
to  oppose  him.  In  this  action  we  lost  the  daring 
and  gallant  Lieutenant  Wood. 


Doc.  199. 
EXPEDITION  TO  GUM  SWAMP,  N.  a 

GENERAL  F08TER*8  REPORT. 

HKADQCAiims  Tnrrs  Aurr  Coars, ) 
Nbwbbm,  N.  C,  Jane  %  1861     f 

Major- General  Halleeh,  General-in-Chief  United 
States  Army,  Waahingt&n,  D.  C.  : 
General  :  Referring  to  my  brief  report  of  Kay 
twenty-second,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that, 
learning  from  Colonel  J.  Richter  Jones,  command- 
ing outposts,  that  he  deemed  it  possible  to  capture 
the  enemy^s  outpost  regiments  at  Gum  Swamps* 
eight  miles  frt>m  Rinston,  I  ordered  Colonel 
Lee*s  brigade,  consisting  of  the  Fifth,  Twenty- 
fifth,  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  regiments, 
three  pieces  of  Boggs*s  battery,  and  a  battalioa 
of  cavalry,  to  report  to  him. 

Colonel  Jones  ordered  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth, 
and  Forty-sixth,  with  the  artillery  and  cavabr. 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Pierson,  Fifth 
Massachusetts,  to  advance  up  the  railroad  and 
Dover  road,  to  attack  the  enemy's  work  in  front, 
while  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  volunteers, 
and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  volun- 
teers, under  the  immediate  command  of  Colond 
Jones,  took  a  path  through  the  swamp,  to  mdi 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position.  ^ 
The  main  column,  under  ColoDel  Picrsoo,  md 
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the  enemy's  pickets  at  daylight  of  the  twenty- 
second,  and  driving  them  in,  commenced  an  at- 
tack on  the  front     Colonel  Jones  with  his  com- 
mandf  owing  to  the  character  of  the  road  they 
had  taken,  and  the  men  having  to  go  by  single 
file,  did  not  arrive  at  the  desired  place  until  nine 
A.M.      On  arriving  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's 
position,  Colonel  Jones  deployed  such  batteries 
of  his  command  as  could  be  used  to  advantage, 
opened  fire  and  advanced.     The  enemy  fired  a 
few  desultory  volleys,  then  broke  and  fled  in  great 
confusion,  taking  to  the  swamps,  and  escaping 
by  paths  known  only  to  themselves.    On  hearing 
the  firing  of  Colonel  Jones's  command,  Colonel 
Pierson  advanced  his  command  and  entered  the 
work  in  front    After  securing  the  prisoners  (one 
hundred  and  sixty-five)  and  spoils,  demolishing 
the  enemy's  works,  and  resting  his  men.  Colonel 
Jones  made  a  dem^stration  and  show  of  advance 
on  Kinston.   At  dusk  the  same  evening  his  pick- 
ets were  driven  in,  and  he  found  himself  attacked 
by  the  enemy  in  force,  and  with  artillery.     He, 
in  obedience  to  orders,  at  once  returned,  followed 
by  the  enemy,  and  reached  our  outpost  line  with- 
out loss. 

Colonel  Lee's  brigade  were  put  on  cars  in  wait- 
ing, and  returned  to  their  camps. 

The  enemy,  mortified  at  the  success  of  Colonel 
Jones,  and  being  strongly  reenforced  from  Golds- 
boro,  reattacked  our  outpost  line  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  twenty-third.  I  sent  out  a  support- 
ing force  to  Colonel  Jones,  and  the  enemy  were 
repulsed  at  every  point,  but  with  a  great  loss  to 
us  and  the  service,  in  the  death  of  Colonel  Jones, 
who  was  shot  through  the  heart  as  he  was  lead- 
ing on  two  companies  of  his  regiment  to  dislodge 
the  enemy  from  a  position  he  l^ad  taken  up. 

By  the  death  of  Colonel  Jones,  a  most  brave, 
zealous,  and  able  officer  has  been  lost  to  the  ser- 
vice and  this  department 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  casualties, 
and  a  list  of  prisoners  and  articles  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant,  J.  G.  Foster, 

Major-Qeneral  Commanding. 


Doc.  200. 
THE  CHARGE  AT  VICKSBURGH,  MISS. 

aBNBRAL  McGLBRNAND'S  LETTER. 


Hkaoquabtbks  THmncRTH  Armt  Corps, 
Iji  thb  Field  hkab  VicKSBOnaH,  Misa^ 

May  28,  1868. 


■\ 


Dear  Governor:  I  snatch  a  moment,  amid 
pressing  and  responsible  duties,  to  address  yop  a 
few  lines  on  the  subject  of  our  recent  operations. 

The  rattle  of  musketry  and  the  roar  of  cannon 
ring  at  short  intervals  in  my  ears,  and  carnage 
is  all  around.  All  the  corps  of  the  army  of  the 
Tennessee  were  ordered  by  its  commander  to 
make  a  simultaneous  assault  upon  the  enemy^s 
works  at  ten  a.il  of  the  twenty-second  instant 
The  advance  was  ordered  to  be  made  in  quick- 
time,  with  bayonets  fixed,  and  without  finng  a 
gun,  until  the  outer  works  were  carried. 

A  very  i\>ugh,  rugged  and  broken  space  was  in 


our  front,  and  had  to  be  overcome  under  the  en- 
emy's fire.  Our  line  was  some  six  or  eight  miles 
long,  and  was  therefore  necessarily  weakened  by 
attenuation.  At  five  minutes  before  ten  oVlock 
I  ordered  that  the  bugle  sound  the  charge,  and 
within  fifteen  minutes  Lawler's  and  Landrum's 
brigades,  of  the  Fourteenth  and  Tenth  divisions 
of  this  corps,  had  stormed  a  strong  lunette  work 
in  their  front,  making  enlodgment,  and  planting 
our  colors  upon  it 

Twelve  men  went  into  it,  eleven  were  killed, 
and  the  twelfth,  aided  by  our  sharp-shooters  on 
the  top  of  the  parapet,  captured  and  brought  out 
twelve  rebels.  A  feat  more  daring  and  success- 
ful is  hardly  recorded.  Its  achiever  was  Sergeant 
Joseph  E.  GriflSth,  company  I,  Twenty-second 
Iowa  v.  L,  who  deserves  equal  admiration  and 
praise. 

Within  thirty  minutes  after  ten  o'clock,  Ben- 
ton's and  Burbridge's  brigades,  fired  with  noble 
emulation,  rushed  forward;  made  a  lodgment 
on  a  similar  work  in  their  front,  and  in  like  man- 
ner planted  our  flag  upon  it  This  cost  a  san- 
guinary struggle.  The  enemy  was  driven  away 
from  a  loaded  gun  before  he  had  time  to  fire  it ; 
while  Lieutenant  White,  of  the  Chicago  Mercan- 
tile battery,  brought  up  one  of  his  pieces  by  hand 
close  to  the  enemy's  works,  and  double-shotting 
it,  poured  a  deadly  discharge  into  the  enemy's 
ranks.  This  feat  was  a  worthy  parallel  to  Ser- 
geant Griffith. 

All  this  was  on  my  right  On  my  left  Oster- 
haus's  division  formed  the  advance,  supported 
by  one  brigade  of  General  Hovey's — the  other 
brigade  having  been  left  behind,  under  General 
Grant's  order  at  Big  Black.  The  movement  of 
these  forces  was  obliquely  toward  the  point  of 
attack,  in  front  of  Lawler,  which  they  neared  in 
the  course  of  a  struggle  which  brought  most,  if 
not  all  of  them  into  action.  The  fury  of  our  as- 
sault was  such  as  to  alarm  the  enemy  and  to 
cause  him  to  mass  his  troops  from  both  right 
and  left,  in  my  front  The  movements  by  which 
this  was  effected,  were  plainly  seen  by  officers 
and  men  of  my  command,  and  greatly  increased 
the  obstacles  to  the  advance  of  my  corps,  whose 
strength  had  been  much  curtailed  by  different 
detachments  which  had  been  ordered  to  be  left 
behind. 

Passing  to  matters  of  a  more  personal  character, 
I  am  loth  to  inform  you  of  rumors  which  would 
fix  upon  me  the  responsibility  of  the  failure  of 
the  assault  on  the  twenty-third.  These  rumors 
are  as  contradictory  as  they  are  senseless  and 
mendacious.  They  must  be  spawn  of  petty  pre- 
judiced partisans.  It  would  be  unjust  to  impute 
them  to  any  men  of  rank  and  character. 

One  rumor  charges  me  with  not  attacking 
promptly,  yet  it  is  notorious,  I  was  the  first  to 
attack,  and  the  first  to  make  a  lodgment  in  the 
enemy's  works ;  moreover,  I  continued  unremit- 
tingly the  conflict  until  after  night,  and  for  a 
longer  time  than  any  other  corps.  My  success 
was  also  as  great  as  that  of  any  other  corps. 

I  planted  my  flag  upon  two  of  the  enemy's 
works,  where  they  waved  for  some  eight  hours — 
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tiking  a  number  of  prisoners,  and  forcing  the  en- 
emy, through  his  fears,  to  mass  his  forces  to  stop 
my  progress. 

Another  rumor  charges  me  with  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  other  army 
corps.  And  wherefore,  do  you  imagine  ?  Simply, 
because  I  urged  that  other  parts  of  the  line  should 
continue  the  attack  as  well  as  mine,  or  that  I 
should  he  reenforced — one  or  the  other. 

In  asking  the  former,  I  but  asked  what  General 
Grant  had  expressly  and  peremptorily  ordered. 
The  fault,  therefore,  if  any,  was  not  with  me.  In 
asking,  alternatively,  the  latter,  I  only  asked  what, 
in  massing  our  forces  on  a  single  and  shaking 
point,  would  have  materially  conduced  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  attack. 

Perhaps  our  endeavors  would  have  been  crown- 
ed with  success  if  the  latter  plan  of  attack  had 
been  originally  adopted.  In  short,  it  was  but 
fair  for  all  to  cooperate  under  an  order  from  a 
common  superior,  alike  binding  on  all,  for  the  at- 
tainment of  a  common  object  And  if  loss  was 
sustained  by  others,  it  was  also  sustained  by  me, 
probably  in  still  greater  proportion ;  but  not  as  a 
consequence  of  any  thing  that  I  said  or  did,  but 
as  a  consequence  of  the  order  alluded  to,  and  the 
effort  to  carry  it  into  successful  effect 

Coming  as  it  did,  from  competent  authority,  it 
is  not  my  province,  nor  is  this  the  proper  occa- 
sion to  impugn  that  order.  Without  intending 
injustice  to  any  one,  I  may  be  permitted  to  say 
that  my  corps  led  the  advance  from  Milliken^s 
Bend  to  Bruin's  Landing,  and  to  the  field  at  Port 
Gibson.  At  the  latter  place  it  was  the  first  to 
attack  the  enemy  and  break  his  force.  This  bat- 
tle was  determinate  of  all  our  following  successes. 
Pursuing  the  enemy  next  day,  it  captured  the 
town  of  Port  Gibson,  and  drove  the  enemy  from 
the  north  bank  of  Bayou  Pierre ;  thence  march- 
ing toward  Edward's  Station,  on  the  Vicksburgh 
and  Jackson  Railroad,  it  encountered  and  drove 
back  the  enemy  from  one  of  the  crossings  of  Four- 
teen Mile  Greek,  on  the  same  day  that  General 
Sherman  drove  him  back  from  the  crossing  at 
Turkey  Creek,  and  McPherson  beat  him  near 
Raymond.  Soon  after  it  led  the  advance  to  Bolton 
on  the  railroad,  and  again  against  the  enemy  at 
Champion  Hill,  first  attacking  him  and  achieving 
a  signal  victory,  with  the  assistance  of  McPher- 
8on*s  corps.  That  my  corps  bore  the  brunt  here 
19  attested  by  the  conspicuous  part  borne  by  Gen- 
eral Ilovey,  and  the  greater  loss  sustained  by  his 
division.  Rapidly  pursuing  the  routed  enemy, 
we  captured  many  prisoners,  together  with  Ed- 
wards's Station,  and  all  of  the  enemy's  stores 
there,  during  the  evening  and  night  of  the  same 
day.  By  eight  o'clock  the  next  morning  wo  over- 
took the  enemy  in  considerable  force  on  the  Big 
Black  River,  and  immediately  engaged  him,  drove 
him  from  his  skilfully  constructed  works  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  taking  many  prisoners  and 
eighteen  pieces  of  cannon.  Thence  we  marched 
upon  Vicksburgh,  and  have  done  what  has  al- 
ready been  recounted. 

The  odds  were  now  lai^ely  against  me,  yet  for 
some  eighty  hours  I  held  my  ground,  bafSing 


every  attempt  to  dislodge  me,  and  in  the  mean 
time  repeatedly  asked  for  a  diversion  of  the  en- 
emy on  my  right,  or  to  be  reenforced.  Keen- 
forcements  finally  came  up,  but  too  late;  ni^bt 
cut  short  the  engagement  With  timely  reen- 
forcements,  I  doubt  not,  what  a  number  of  mj 
officers  affirmed,  that  we  could  have  gone  through 
the  enemy's  works.  Indeed,  I  have  Teamed  since 
that  the  enemy  was  about  to  yield. 

With  what  justice  it  has  been  imputed  to  us 
that  we  have  brought  up  the  rear,  you  will  de- 
cide. Others,  doubtless,  have  done  their  duty  as 
well — it  may  be,  better  than  we.  It  is  forei^  ifi 
my  purpose  to  complain  of  any  one,  to  make  in- 
vidious comparisons;  but  let  justice  be  done. 
If  need  be,  let  there  be  an  investigation  by  com- 
petent authority  of  the  whole  campaign,  in  all  it« 
parts  and  policy,  and  in  regard  to  all  its  officials 
from  Milliken's  Bend  to  this  place,  and  the  truth 
declared.  Your  obedient  servant, 

John  A.  McClernand. 
To  nu  Excellency^  Richard  Yatee^  Governor  of 

IllinoU. 

INDIANAPOLIS  "JOURNAL"  ACCOUNT. 

Camp  ix  Rkab  or  YKmrioi. 

On  Friday,  the  twenty-second,  while  accompa- 
nying General  Smith's  aid,  I  again  had  an  oppor- 
tunity of  witnessing  some  of  the  operations. 

Brilliantly  streamed  the  sunlight  on  that  Maj 
morning  over  the  fort-crowned  hills  around  Vicks- 
burgh. Traces  of  serious  thought  were  upon  the 
countenances  of  the  men,  for  they  well  knew 
that  to  many  that  gladdening  sunlight  wa<i  their 
last  The  order  was  to  open  with  all  our  gun.s 
and  at  ten  o'clock  to  charge.  From  the  hill> 
where  the  siege-guns  were  planted,  manned  br 
the  First  regulars,  the  wreathing  smoke  of  our 
batteries  in  active  operation,  could  be  seen  around 
the  whole  line,  while  to  the  ear,  came  the  sadden 
roar  of  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  The  rebel 
hospital  and  court-house  were  in  sight,  but  for 
miles  along  their  rifle-pits  and  forts,  not  a  man 
was  visible.  About  four  hundred  yards  in  front 
of  their  works,  was  a  ridge,  on  the  top  of  which 
the  rebels  had  burnt  a  house.  Three  pieces  of 
the  First  Indiana  battery  were  in  the  rear  of  the 
chimney,  and  two  of  Blunt' s  cannon  were  in  the 
road,  to  the  left  of  which  Generals  Carr  and 
Smith  made  their  headquarters. 

Between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock,  the  rattle  of 
musketry  and  a  shower  of  bullets  announced  that 
Benton's  brigade  was  advancing.  General  Carr, 
followed  by  his  stafi^  rode  up  to  the  rarine  from 
the  railroad,  stopping  just  below  the  crest  of  the 
hill,  and  sat  like  a  statue  while  around  him  pa>s- 
ed  the  hissing  hail  of  lead. 

Lawler's  brigade,  on  the  left,  advanced  nearlj 
to  the  works,  and  while  Osterhaus^s  dirision  waJ 
falling  back,  Landrum's  brigade  rushed  down 
the  hill  through  the  ravine  and  commenced  a^ 
cending  the  hill  on  which  that  fort  was  situated 
amid  the  concentrated  fire  of  a  half-dozen  forts. 
The  Twenty-second  Iowa  had  planted  their  ft^ 
on  the  outer  edge.  Some  of  the  Pioneer  coip«* 
with  picks,  were. trying  to  dig  into  the  works.  A 
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few  reached  the  inside  and  were  fighting  hand  to 
hand.  While  this  was  transpiring  on  &e  left  of 
the  railroad,  equally  heroic  actions  were  being 
performed  on  the  right 

Kiirbridge's  brigade  had  been  ordered  to  the 
support  of  Benton.  Colonel  Washburn,  of  the 
Eighteenth,  shouted  to  his  men :  "  The  Hoosiers 
are  coming."  Colonel  Lucas  answered,  as  with 
gun  on  his  shoulder  he  led  up  his  men :  *^  Here^s 
your  mule.''  Some  of  the  Eighteenth  had  jump- 
ed into  the  ditch  and  could  not  get  out  Smith 
ordered  Burbridge  to  send  two  regiments  from  his 
right  to  the  lefl,  to  which  the  answer  was :  "  I 
cannot  move ;  they  are  rolling  down  cotton-bales 
and  trying  to  flank  us.*'  Msyor  Montgomery  and 
Captain  De  Grasse,  of  the  Eighth  Missouri  cav- 
alry, went  over  the  hill  by  the  burnt  chimney 
shouting  like  Indians.  Captain  De  Grasse  had  a 
ball  in  his  foot,  and  the  staff-officer  who  attempt- 
ed to  follow  their  example  received  two  bullets 
in  his  horse.  Colonel  Wright,  too  sick  to  fight, 
had  crawled  up  to  see  it  The  SixteenUi  Indi- 
ana moved  by  the  flank  up  to  where  the  Eight- 
eenth was  lying  close  by  the  fort  These  two 
regiments  who  have  seen  service  in  States  widely 
separated,  now  mingled  their  ranks  and  planted 
their  flags  side  by  side  on  the  crest  of  a  rebel  fort 
in  Mississippi.  , 

The  rebels  scarcely  daring  to  show  a  head  un- 
der the  constant  stream  of  bullets,  lit  the  fuses 
of  shells  and  threw  them  by  hand  among  our 
men,  who  showed  them  a  Yankee  trick  by  coolly 
picking  them  up  and  throwing  them  back,  where 
they  exploded  among  the  traitors. 

The  exaggerated  pictures  of  illustrated  papers 
usually  provoke  our  merriment,  but  this  scene 
far  surpassed  any  description  words  could  give 
of  it  Not  a  man  in  the  two  divisions  believed 
they  could  enter  the  fort,  but  here  they  stood 
thickly  crowded  before  the  fort  they  could  not 
storm ;  on  the  edge  of  the  ditch  they  could  not 
cross ;  under  an  enfilading  fire  that  diminished 
their  numbers,  coolly  throwing  back  the  lighted 
shells  that  fell  among  them. 

Slowly  the  hours  dragged  by.  Messengers 
came  from  each  brigade,  asking  reenforcements. 
Word  was  sent  to  the  Eighth  Indiana  to  advance 
to  the  left  of  the  fort  Colonel  Shunk  answered : 
"  Half  of  my  men  are  killed  and  wounded,  but  I 
^11  go  with  the  rest"  McPherson's  attack  had 
been  repulsed,  and  the  rebels  had  concentrated 
in  our  front  All  hearts  felt  glad  when,  coming 
up  the  road,  appeared  the  head  of  column  of 
Quinby's  old  division,  now  commanded,  I  believe, 
by  Crocker.  General  Carr  took  Colonel  Boorman, 
commanding  the  brigade,  and  showed  him  the 
position  he  wished  him  to  occupy.  The  brigade 
was  formed,  and  moved  over  the  hill,  and  now 
fiercely  rose  the  storm  of  musket-balls,  canister 
and  shell.  The  living  passed  on,  trembling,  over 
the  dead  and  wounded  of  their  own  ranks,  over 
the  broken  ground,  through  bushes  and  abattises, 
Wr'here  no  line  could  be  kept  All  had  noticed 
the  gallant  bearing  of  Colonel  Boorman  as  he 
formed  and  led  his  brigade  over  the  hilL     In  a 


ffew  minutes  I  saw  two  men  bringing  back  his 
corse,  his  clothes  torn  and  dirty,  blood  running 
from  his  mouth  and  ears ;  he  died  as  a  hero 
should.  Without  presuming  to  criticise  those 
who  ordered  the  movement,  I  think  an  error  was 
committed  in  the  way  and  manner  in  which  the 
last  brigade  advanced.  If  they  intended  the  reb- 
els should  only  feel  its  force,  it  might  have  mov- 
ed around  the  ravine  as  the  other  troops  did,  con- 
cealed as  long  as  possible.  If  it  was  intended 
to  show  reenforcements  coming,  they  could  not 
expect  a  single  brigade  to  overawe  the  rebels, 
who,  for  a  whole  day,  had  kept  back  two  divi- 
sions, even  though  that  brigade  advanced  so  bold- 
ly under  the  murderous  fire. 

At  last  night  came  and  orders  were  given  to 
withdraw.  The  men  came  back  with  clothes  torn 
and  dusty,  and  faces  blackened  with  powder. 
They  had  lived  years  in  those  few  hours.  Gene- 
ral Burbridge,  the  man  to  whom  honor  is  dearer 
than  life,  came  back  with  his  brigade,  his  eyes 
glaring,  and  the  perspiration  standing  thick  upon 
his  haggard  face.  General  McClernand,  of  a  ner- 
vous, sensitive  temperament,  seemed  much  de- 
pressed at  the  slaughter  of  his  men.  Carr,  the 
hero  of  Pea  Ridge,  who  had  freely  exposed  him- 
self all  day,  seemed  the  most  cool  and  business- 
like man  on  the  field.  In  the  morning  a  soldier 
had  cried  out,  *^Look  at  the  men  falling;"  he 
broke  fiercely  out :  "  Who  talks  of  dead  men  here  ? 
Think  of  the  enemy,  and  of  killing  them.  It* is 
no  time  to  speak  of  dead  men  now."  General 
Smith  is  the  oldest  among  the  generals  in  years, 
and  one  of  the  most  fiery  and  impetuous  in  dis- 
position. In  the  bewildering  chaos  of  battle  men 
tell  the  incidents  which  strike  them  most  forci- 
bly. Mistakes  cannot  be  avoided  in  such  rapid- 
ity of  action.  The  men  came  back  singly  or  in 
groups.  Some  regiments  formed  a  line  on  the 
top  of  the  ridge.  General  McClernand,  in  a  low 
tone,  called  his  division  commanders  around  him, 
and  while  the  big  drops  of  rain  commenced  fall- 
ing, soldiers  were  calling  on  comrades'  names 
and  carrying  by  the  wounded,  these  men  sat  on 
the  hillside  and  held  a  consultation  near  the  body 
of  Colonel  Boorman.  A  dreary  ending  of  a  fear- 
ful day. 

I  do  not  believe  greater  bravery  was  ever  dis- 
played than  by  the  men  of  these  two  divisions, 
who,  without  hope,  had  boldly  assaulted  the 
works,  and  for  eight  hours  maintained  the  un- 
equal contest  The  Eighth  Indiana  had  lost  near- 
ly one  hundred  men  killed  and  wounded.  Among 
the  killed  were  three  captains.  Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Jenks,  of  the  Eighteenth,  was  mortally 
wounded.  Colonel  Lucas,  of  the  Sixteenth,  was 
hit  twice,  but  not  seriously.  I  have  spoken  only 
of  the  bravery  of  Indiana  regiments,  but  from  no 
disparagement  to  the  soldiers  of  other  States.  In 
the  divisions  of  Smith  and  Carr,  not  a  regiment 
faltered  or  fell  back.  History  alone  will  reward 
the  actions  of  those  who  gave  their  lives  here  to- 
day, and  in  other  years  men  will  read  with  thrill- 
ing interest  of  that  **  wild  charge  they  made." 

J.  R.  S.  0. 
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ADMIRAL  PORTER'S  REPORT. 

MisBiasiPPi  Squadron,  Flao-Shtp     ) 
Black  Hawk,  May  28.  f 

Sir  :  On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-first  I  re- 
oeiyed  a  communication  from  General  Grant,  in- 
forming me  that  he  intended  to  attack  the  whole 
of  the  rebel  works  at  ten  o^clock  a.h.  on  the  next 
day,  and  asking  me  to  shell  the  batteries  from 
half-past  nine  until  half-past  ten,  to  annoy  the 
garrison.  I  kept  six  mortars  playing  rapidly  on 
the  works  and  town  all  night,  and  sent  the  Ben- 
ton, and  Mound  City,  and  Carondelet,  up  to  shell 
the  water-batteries,  and  other  places  where  troops 
might  be  resting  during  the  night. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  Mound 
City  proceeded  across  the  river  and  made  an  at- 
tack on  the  hill  batteries  opposite  the  canal.  At 
eight  o'clock  I  joined  her  with  the  Benton,  Tus- 
cumbia,  and  Carondelet  All  these  vessels  open- 
ed on  the  hill  batteries,  and  finally  silenced  them, 
though  the  main  work  on  the  battery  containing 
the  heavy  rifled  gun  was  done  by  the  Mound 
City,  Lieutenant  Commanding  Byron  Wilson. 

I  then  pushed  the  Benton,  Mound  City,  and 
Carondelet  up  to  the  water-batteries,  leaving  the 
Tuscumbia  (which  is  still  out  of  repair)  to  keep 
the  hill  batteries  from  firing  on  our  vessels  after 
they  had  passed  by. 

The  three  gunboats  passed  up  slowly,  owing 
to  the  strong  current,  the  Mound  City  leading, 
the  Benton  following,  and  the  Carondelet  astern. 
The  water-batteries  opened  furiously,  supported 
by  a  hill  battery  on  the  starboard.  The  vessels 
advanced  to  within  four  hundred  and  fifty  yards, 
by  our  marks,  and  returned  the  fire  for  two 
hours,  without  cessation,  the  enemy's  fire  being 
very  accurate  and  incessant 

Finding  that  the  hill  batteries  behind  us  were 
silenced,  I  ordered  up  the  Tuscumbia  to  within 
eight  hundred  yards  of  the  batteries;  but  her 
turret  was  soon  made  untenable,  not  being  able 
to  stand  the  enemy's  shot,  and  I  made  her  drop 
down. 

I  had  been  engaged  with  the  forts  an  hour 
longer  than  General  Grant  asked.  The  vessels 
had  all  received  severe  shots  under  water,  which 
we  could  not  stop  up  while  in  motion,  and  not 
knowing  what  might  have  delayed  the  movement 
of  the  army,  I  ordered  the  vessels  to  drop  out 
of  fire,  which  they  did  in  a  cool  and  handsome 
manner. 

This  was  the  hottest  fire  the  gunboats  have 
ever  been  under,  but  owing  to  the  water-batteries 
being  more  on  a  level  with  them  than  usual,  the 
gunboats  threw  in  their  shell  so  &st  that  the 
aim  of  the  enemy  was  not  very  good.  The  enemy 
hit  the  vessels  a  number  of  times,  but  the  shot 
did  but  little  damage.  Not  a  man  was  killed, 
and  only  a  few  wounded. 

I  had  only  enough  ammunition  for  a  few  mo- 
ments longer,  and  set  all  hands  to  work  to  fill  up 
from  our  depot  below.  After  dropping  back  I 
found  that  the  enemy  had  taken  possession  again 
of  one  of  the  lower  hill  batteries,  and  was  en- 
deavoring to  remount  his  guns,  and  had  mounted 
a  twelve-pounder  field-piece  to  fire  on  General 


McArthur's  troops,  which  had  landed  a  shorl 
time  before  at  Warrenton.  I  sent  the  Mouofl 
City  and  Carondelet  to  drive  him  ofi^  which  thc\ 
did  in  a  few  moments. 

I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  letter  from  General 
McAnhur,  explaining  why  he  did  (to  use  his  own 
expression)  take  advantage  of  the  results  gained 
by  the  gunboats.  I  have  since  learned  from 
General  Grant  that  the  army  did  assault  at  the 
right  time  vigorously.  In  the  noise  and  smoke 
we  could  not  see  or  hear  it  The  gunboats  were, 
therefore,  still  fighting  when  the  assault  had 
proved  unsuccessful. 

The  army  have  terrible  work  before  them,  and 
are  fighting  as  well  as  soldiers  ever  fought  before 
But  the  works  are  stronger  than  any  of  us  dream* 
ed  of. 

General  Grant  and  his  soldiers  are  confident 
that  the  brave  and  energetic  Generals  in  the 
army  will  soon  overcome  all  obstacles  and  carry 
the  works.  David  D.  Pobter. 

Afttlng  Eeu  AdmlnL 

Hon.  Gideon  TVelles, 

Secretary  of  the  Nary. 


Doc.  201. 
.OPERATIONS  AT   PORT   HUDSON. 


REPORT  OF  GRNBRAL  BANKSL 

HbADQUARTKV  DKPARTMR!fT  Ot  Tfft  OCLP, 
NlNKTKBiTTH  ARVT   C(>RP8,   BirOM 

Port  Uomon,  May  SO,  lS$x 

Major-Oeneral  SdlUeh,  GeneraUin- Chiefs  Wiu)*- 

ington : 

General  :  Leaving  Semmesport,  on  the  Atcha- 
falaya,  where  my  command  w^s  at  the  date  of  mr 
last  despatch,  I  landed  at  Bayou  Sara  at  t«ro 
o*clock  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty-first  A 
portion  of  the  infantry  were  transported  in  steam- 
ers, and  the  residue  of  the  infantry,  artillery, 
cavalry,  and  wagon-train  moved  down  on  the 
west  bank  of  the  river,  and  from  this  to  Bayou 
Sara. 

On  the  twenty-third  a  junction  was  effected 
with  the  advance  of  Major-Gcneral  Augur  and 
Brigadier-General  Sherman,  our  line  occupying 
the  Bayou  Sara  road  at  a  distance  of  five  mile^ 
from  Port  Hudson.  Major-General  Augur  haJ 
an  encounter  with  a  portion  of  the  enemy  on  the 
Bayou  Sara  road,  in  the  direction  of  Baton  Rauire, 
which  resulted  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  with 
heavy  loss. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  the  enemy  was  compelled 
to  abandon  his  first  line  of  works.  Gencril 
WeitzeFs  brigade,  which  had  covered  our  rear  in 
the  march  from  Alexandria,  joined  us  on  tb< 
twenty-sixth,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  twenty- 
seventh  a  general  assault  was  made  upon  the 
fortifications.  The  artillery  opened  fire  between 
five  and  six  o'clock,  which  was  continued  with 
animation  during  the  day. 

At  ten  o'clock  Weitzel's  brigade,  with  the 
division  of  General  Grover,  reduced  to  about  two 
brigades,  and  the  division  of  General  Eai^n. 
temporarily  reduced  by  detachments  to  abiuit  \ 
brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  Paine,  with 
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two  regiments  of  colored  troops,  made  an  assault 
upon  the  right  of  the  enemy's  works,  crossing 
Sandy  Creek,  and  driving  them  through  the  woods 
into  his  fortifications.  The  fight  lasted  on  this 
line  until  four  o'clock,  and  was  very  severely 
contested. 

On  the  left  the  infantry  did  not  come  up  until 
later  in  the  day ;  hut  at  two  o'clock  an  assault 
was  opened  on  the  works  on  the  centre  and  left 
of  centre  by  the  divisions  under  Major-Genera] 
Augur  and  Brigadier-General  Sherman.  The  ene- 
my was  driven  into  his  works,  and  our  troops 
moved  up  to  the  fortifications,  holding  the  oppo- 
site sides  of  the  parapet  with  the  enemy. 

On  the  right  our  troops  still  hold  this  position. 
On  the  left,  after  dark,  the  main  body  being  ex- 
posed to  a  flank  fire,  withdrew  to  a  belt  of  woods, 
the  skirmishers  remaining  close  upon  the  fortifi- 
cations. 

In  the  assault  of  the  twenty-seventh,  the  be- 
haviour of  the  officers  and  men  was  most  gallant, 
and  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  Our  limited  ac- 
quaintance with  the  ground,  and  the  character  of 
the  works,  which  were  almost  hidden  from  our 
observation  until  the  moment  of  approach,  alone 
prevented  the  capture  of  the  post 

On  the  extreme  right  of  our  line  I  posted  the  first 
and  third  regiments  of  negro  troops.  The  First 
regiment  of  Louisiana  engineers,  composed  exclu- 
sively of  colored  men,  excepting  the  officers,  was 
also  engaged  in  the  operations  of  the  day.  The 
position  occupied  by  these  troops  was  one  of  im- 
portance, and  called  for  the  utmost  steadiness  and 
bravery  in  those  to  whom  it  was  confided.  It 
gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  they  answered 
every  expectation.  In  many  respects  their  con- 
duct was  heroic  No  troops  could  be  more  de- 
termined or  more  daring.  They  made  during 
the  day  three  charges  upon  the  batteries  of  the 
enemy,  suffering  very  heavy  losses,  and  holding 
their  position  at  nightfall  with  the  other  troops 
on  the  right  of  our  line.  The  highest  commend- 
ation is  bestowed  upon  them  by  all  the  officers 
in  command  on  the  right  Whatever  doubt  may 
have  existed  heretofore  as  to  the  efficiency  of  or- 
ganizations of  this  character,  the  history  of  this 
day  proves  conclusively  to  those  who  were  in 
condition  to  observe  the  conduct  of  these  regi- 
ments that  the  Government  will  find  in  this 
class  of  troops  effective  supporters  and  defenders. 
The  severe  test  to  which  they  were  subjected, 
and  the  determined  manner  in  which  they  en- 
countered the  enemy,  leaves  upon  my  mind  no 
doubt  of  their  ultimate  success.  They  require 
only  good  officers,  commands  of  limited  num- 
bers, and  careful  discipline,  to  nuike  them  excel- 
lent soldiers. 

Our  losses  from  the  twenty-third  to  this  date, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  are  nearly  one 
thousand,  including,  I  deeply  regret  to  say,  some 
of  the  ablest  officers  of  the  corps.  I  am  unable 
fts  yet  to  report  them  in  detail. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  much  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

N.  P.  Banks, 
Hi^or>GeDeral  Commanding. 


NEW-ORLEANS  "ERA"  ACCOUNT. 

Nbw-Orlrakb,  May  2S. 

The  long-expected  attack  upon  Port  Hudson 
commenced  yesterday,  and  last  night  and  this 
morning  it  was  continued,  the  advantage  being 
with  us,  although  it  has  been  one  of,  if  not  the 
bloodiest  battle  that  has  yet  been  fought  on  this 
continent  As  I  have  before  stated,  the  position 
was  closely  invested  some  days  since,  our  right 
resting  on  Thompson's  Bayou,  and  the  left  on 
Springfield's  Landing. 

Our  line  of  investment  was  as  follows:  The 
extreme  right  was  commanded  by  General  Weit- 
zel,  with  his  own  and  the  division  of  General 
Emory ;  the  right  centre  by  General  Grover ;  the 
left  centre  by  General  Augur,  and  the  extreme 
left  by  General  T.  W.  Sherman  —  our  artillery 
brigade  being  under  command  of  General  Arnold. 
The  defences  of  Port  Hudson,  on  the  land  face, 
consist  of  several  lines  of  intrenchments  and 
rifle-pits,  with  an  abattis  of  heavy  trees  felled  in 
every  direction. 

It  is  one  of  the  strongest  positions  in  the  world, 
and  to  assault  it  in  the  face  of  the  terrible  fire  of 
artillery  and  musketry  to  which  an  attacking 
force  would  be  exposed,  seemed  almost  impossi- 
ble, with  any  hope  of  success.  It  has  been  com- 
menced, however,  and  carried  on  thus  fiir  with 
success,  but  with  terrible  slaughter.  We  are 
expecting  momentarily  to  hear  that  it  has  fallen, 
for  if  it  cost  ten  thousand  men.  General  Banks 
and  the  gallant  officers  and  men  under  his  com- 
mand, will  never  rest,  now  that  they  have  com- 
menced, until  the  Stars  and  Stripes  wave  over 
the  stronghold  of  the  rebels.  The  assault  has 
been  made  with  unparalleled  fury ;  no  men  in 
the  world  ever  fought  with  more  bravery  or  de- 
termination than  our  glorious  volunteers ;  but  the 
defence  has  been  excellent,  as  the  result  of  the 
first  day's  fighting  will  show. 

The  number  and  calibre  of  the  guns  in  the 
rebel  batteries  facing  the  river  is  yet  to  be  deter- 
mined, and  also  their  force  inside  of  the  works, 
but  we  have  good  reason  for  saying  to-day  that 
they  have  at  least  twelve  thousand  men.  The 
artillery  force  of  our  army  is  very  large,  and 
many  of  the  guns  are  of  very  heavy  calibre,  and, 
under  the  able  direction  of  General  Arnold,  they 
have  done  most  efficient  service. 

All  the  Commanding  General's  plans  having 
been  perfected,  it  was  determined  to  feel  the  en- 
emy at  once.  Accordingly  the  attack  was  or- 
dered for  yesterday  morning.  It  was  arranged 
with  Admiral  Farragut  that  the  attack  should  be 
general,  by  land  and  water  at  the  same  time,  and 
signals  were  established  between  the  army  and 
navy,  in  order  to  prevent  the  shot  and  shell  from 
our  ships  being  thrown  over  the  enemy  and  into 
the  lines  of  our  attacking  force. 

Although  our  men  had  endured  the  fatigues  of 
battle  and  hard  marching,  in  the  recent  campaign 
in  the  Teche,  they  forgot  it  all  when  they  found 
themselves  in  front  of  Port  Hudson,  and  knew  it 
was  to  be  attacked.  They  were  in  high  spirits 
as  the  time  drew  nigh,  and  became  impatient  for 
the  moment  to  arrive  when  the  order  **  forward  I  '* 
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should  be  given.  All  thought  of  the  uncertainty 
of  battle  seemed  to  have  vanished;  every  one 
seemed  to  think  he  would  prove  a  hero,  and  felt 
certain  that  promotion  would  follow  the  battle  of 
to-morrow. 

Those  who  witnessed  the  enthusiasm  of  our 
men  said  it  was  wonderful;  their  bearing  was 
more  like  that  of  veterans  than  men  who  less 
than  a  year  ago  knew  nothing  of  war  and  its  hor- 
rors. They  appeared  determined  to  know  no 
such  word  as  fail,  and  felt  satisfied  that  by  their 
exertions  a  great  point  was  to  be  gained  in  bring- 
ing this  war  to  a  successful  termination. 

The  line  of  battle  was  formed  at  daybreak  yes- 
terday morning,  and  no  better  men  can  be  found 
in  any  army  than  they  who  formed  it  I  refer 
to  the  division  commanders — Weitzel,  the  young 
man,  but  old  soldier;  Grover,  the  well-known 
commander  of  a  brigade  in  Hooker's  division  on 
the  Peninsula;  Augur,  who  commanded  a  bri- 
gade and  was  wounded  at  Cedar  Mountain ;  and 
last,  though  not  least,  Sherman,  better  known  in 
the  army  as  Tim  Sherman,  one  of  the  best  soldiers 
in  the  service. 

The  plan  appears  to  have  been  to  carry  the 
enemy's  positions  on  the  right  and  left  first,  and 
this  work  consequently  devolved  upon  the  divi- 
sions of  Generals  Weitzel  and  Shennan.  It  was 
not  long  after  the  advance  was  sounded  that  our 
troops  met  those  of  the  enemy,  and  it  soon  be- 
came evident  that  every  foot  of  ground  we  gained 
was  to  be  fought  for  with  determination.  The 
fight  soon  commenced  along  the  entire  line.  On 
the  right  the  sharp  rattle  of  musketry  and  roar 
of  artillery  gave  notice  that  Weitzel  was  at  work, 
and  as  it  increased  in  intensity  it  became  evident 
that  he  was  having  no  boy's  play  ;  and  he  had 
not  Every  inch  was  disputed ;  the  enemy  fought 
with  the  ferocity  of  demons ;  but  it  was  to  no 
purpose ;  our  boys  drove  them  slowly  but  stead- 
ily, using  clubbed  muskets  and  bayonets  when 
they  could  not  load.  It  was  soon  apparent  that 
whatever  else  would  be  done  by  the  army,  Weit- 
Rel  was  bound  to  win ;  his  column  could  not  be 
checked,  although  suffering  greatly;  the  enemy 
went  down  before  them  as  grass  before  the  scythe 
of  the  mower ;  and,  although  the  work  was  tedi- 
ous and  bloody,  no  one  faltered.  General  Weitzel, 
keeping  his  men  well  in  hand  for  the  last  rush, 
put  them  at  the  enemy's  works  on  the  river  side, 
and  they  went  on  with  a»will,  making  the  air  re- 
sound with  their  shouts.  Here  the  fight  became 
murderous ;  it  was  hand  to  hand  and  breast  to 
breast,  the  bayonet  doing  the  main  part  of  the 
work.  The  rebels  could  not  stand  it,  however, 
and  were  compelled  to  fall  back. 

Our  people  pressed  them  close,  allowing  no 
space  to  be  created  between  the  attacked  and  the 
attacker,  and  finally  drove  them  into,  and  then  out 
of  the  celebrated  six-gun  batter)' that  did  such  ter- 
rible execution  upon  the  steamer  Mississippi  the 
night  she  was  destroyed.  Here  was  a  great  point 
gained — a  point  that  we  could  use  to  advantage 
against  the  other  works  of  the  enemy.  And  it 
did  not  take  long  for  the  quick  eye  of  Weitzel  to 
sec  all  this  and  profit  by  it    As  soon  as  practi- 


ble,  the  guns  were  shifted  and  put  to  work,  and 
were  busy  at  last  accounts  in  throwing  shot  and 
shell  into  and  against  the  position  of  their  late 
owners.  This  was  decidedly  the  most  brilliant  and 
successful  part  of  the  day's  work — ^not  that  the 
men  fought  any  Better,  or  showed  more  determi- 
nation than  those  on  other  parts  of  the  field,  but 
it  was  the  greatest  point  gained,  and  proved  what 
we  could  do  when  resolved  to  accomplish  certain 
ends.  By  this  operation  the  enemy's  left  was 
turned,  and  in  a  manner  to  prevent  the  lost  ground 
being  recovered.  The  battery  captured  was  the 
most  anno3'ing  of  any  of  the  line,  for  it  raked 
completely  the  channel-way  of  the  river. 

No  more  desperate  fighting  has  ever  taken 
place  than  that  of  the  division  of  General  Sher- 
man, yesterday,  in  the  attack  upon  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  position.  Our  men  faced  the  storm 
of  iron  and  lead  that  was  hurled  against  them 
as  if  it  had  always  been  their  business  to  do  so. 
They  moved  steadily  forward  under  the  most 
murderous  fire  of  shot,  shell,  grape,  canister,  and 
musketry,  with  a  steadiness  that  was  surprising. 
When  Ciudad  Rodrigo  was  stormed,  the  flower 
of  the  English  army  was  selected  for  the  "  forlorn 
hope;"  but  they,  veterans  as  they  were,  never 
moved  with  firmer  step  or  more  solid  column  than 
did  the  Second  division  of  the  Nineteenth  armv 
corps  in  the  attack  of  yesterday  upon  the  right  of 
the  enemy's  position  with  an  impetuous  charge. 
The  Sixth  Michigan  and  the  One  Hundred  and 
Twenty-eighth  New- York  carried  the  enemyfl 
works  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  but  they  were 
compelled  to  give  way,  as  the  enemy  had  massed 
its  troops  here,  and  it  became  necessary  for  oui 
glorious  fellows  to  fall  back  before  overwhelming 
numbers.  Not  much  ground  was  lost,  however ; 
we  only  failed  to  maintain  our  position  within  the 
main  works. 

The  Second  regiment,  Loui.siana  Native  Guard, 
Colonel  Neilson,  were  in  this  charge ;  they  went  on 
in  the  advance,  and  when  they  came  out  six  out 
of  the  nine  hundred  men  could  not  be  accounted 
for.     It  is  said  on  every  side  that  they  fought  vith 
the  desperation  of  tigers.     After  firing  one  volley 
they  did  not  deign  to  load  again,  but  went  in  wiUi 
bayonets,  and  wherever  they  had  a  chance  it 
was  all  up  with  the  rebels.     Although  we  gained 
much  ground,  and  held  it,  still  the  principal  ob- 
ject of  this  attack  was  not  accomplished — namely, 
getting  possession  of  and  holding  the  batteries  oo 
the  enemy's  right     It  was  owing  to  some  mi:$an* 
derstanding.     The  charge  cost  us  heavily  in  killed 
and  wounded.     General  Sherman  led  the  attack 
in  person,  and  fell  severely  wounded  in  the  le^ 
General  Neal  Dow  was  also  wounded.    Colonel 
Clarke,  of  the  Sixth  Michigan,  was  killed.  Colonel 
Cowles,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth 
New- York,  also,  by  a  bayonet  thrust ;  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Smith  of  the  Zouaves,  severely  wounded 
The  Sixth  Michigan  and  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
ty-eighth New- York  have  each  lost  about  half 
their  effective  men,  and  the  other  regiments  hare 
suffered  severely. 

The  attack  on  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  posi- 
tion by  the  columns  of  Generals  Augur  and  Gtth 
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ver,  also  exhibited  the  most  terrible  fighting  and 
the  same  obstinate  resistance.  Our  troops  here, 
as  well  as  on  the  right  and  lefl^  did  all  that  men 
could  do,  and  held  every  inch  of  ground  they 
gained.  The  enemy  were  driver^  foot  by  foot,  out 
of  thehr  rifle-pits  and  intrenchments,  into  their 
main  works,  from  whence  they  will  never  come 
out,  except  as  prisoners  of  war.  As  I  before 
stated,  every  obstacle  that  could  be  placed  in  the 
way  of  our  advance,  and  every  art  that  could  ren- 
der our  columns  subject  to  slaughter,  was  used 
by  the  enemy,  and  with  terrible  effect.  The 
Allies  at  Sebastopol  bombarded  for  months  and 
months,  from  batteries  constructed  by  all  the 
science  that  military  engineering  could  bring  to 
bear,  and  with  guns  of  the  heaviest  calibre,  be- 
fore the  assault  was  attempted ;  but  here  we  have 
a  case  of  line  after  line  of  intrenchments  being 
carried  by  troops  that  have  not,  in  a  majority  of 
cases,  been  one  year  in  the  field.  The  old  sol- 
diers in  the  army  of  the  Potomac  cannot  do  bet- 
ter than  we  have  done  here  with  nine  months' 


men. 


The  lower  battery  at  Port  Hudson  had  been 
abandoned  some  days  since  and  the  heavy  guns 
spiked,  as  the  position  was  too  much  exposed  to 
the  firo  of  our  mortars  and  the  broadsides  of  the 
heavy  ships.  Between  it  and  the  other  works 
there  is  a  ravine,  which  also  helped  to  necessitate 
the  abandonment  of  that  work  on  account  of  their 
concentrating  all  their  available  force  in  the  main 
position.  When  we  consider  what  was  accom- 
plished in  a  few  hours,  the  result  may  be  called 
a  victory  of  no  small  proportions.  It  has  never 
been  done  before  in  this  war.  But  the  end  is  not 
yet ;  we  are  to  witness  fighting  at  Port  Hudson 
before  which  that  of  yesterday  will  sink  into  insig- 
nificance. It  may  have  occurred  to  day,  and  pro- 
bably did,  and  I  am  confident  that  we  are  to-night 
much  nearer  the  accomplishment  of  our  task  than 
we  were  this  time  yesterday.  The  details  of  this 
first  day's  work  will  be  interesting,  but  no  more 
than  I  have  given  has  yet  reached  us.  Every  day 
now  will  bring  exciting  intelligence  until  the  finale 
comes  and  the  announcement  reaches  us  that 
Port  Hudson  has  fallen.  What  I  have  related  is 
from  an  eye-witness  who  was  fortunate  enough 
to  get  a  passage  down  in  the  only  vessel  that  left 
there  last  evening.  He  also  saw  much  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  fleet,  which  I  will  give  hereafter. 

As  I  predicted  would  be  the  case  in  my  letter 
to  you  of  yesterday,  if  it  was  attempted  to  carry 
Port  Hudson  by  storm,  our  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  is  very  heavy.  The  least  estimate  I 
have  heard  is  between  two  and  three  thousand, 
which  I  am  led  to  believe  is  about  correct.  When 
all  is  taken  into  consideration,  it  is  not  larger, 
however,  than  we  should  expect,  and  it  falls  be- 
low what  I  supposed  we  would  sustain.  When 
masses  of  troops  march  up  to  an  enemy's  works 
like  those  of  the  rebels  at  Port  Hudson,  subjected 
as  our  men  were  to  a  concentrated  fire  from  wea- 
pons of  all  descriptions,  the  field  becomes  a  slaugh- 
ter-pen. It  is  a  one-sided  affair,  until  wo  come 
to  close  quarters  inside  the  works,  when  the 
chances  are  equal.    Very  few  names  have  yet  been 


received  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  although  a 
despatch  that  I  saw  says  that  our  loss  in  officers 
has  been  very  heavy.  It  will  be  many  days  be- 
fore any  reliable  information  is  received  as  to  the 
names  of  those  who  have  suffered.  We  may  have 
none  until  the  entire  affair  is  over,  and  perhaps 
it  is  better  that  we  should  not  The  following 
are  those  we  have  heard  from  : 

Killed. — General  Chapin,  no  confirmation  as 
yet,  General  Nickcrson,  no  confirmation  as  yet ; 
Colonel  Clarke,  Sixth  Michigan ;  Colonel  Cowles, 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-eighth  New- York,  by 
a  bayonet  wound ;  Colonel  Payne,  Second  Loui- 
siana,  white  regiment;  Colonel ,   Thirtieth 

Massachusetts;  Captain  Hubbard,  on  General 
Weitzel's  staff. 

Wounded. — General  T.  W.  Sherman,  severely, 
in  the  leg — amputation  probable ;  General  Neal 
Dow,  slightly,  in  leg ;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith, 
Second  Zouaves,  severely,  in  body. 

I  am  informed  that  General  Banks  is  determin- 
ed to  carry  the  position  by  storm,  if  he  loses  ten 
thousand  men  in  doing  so.  He  will  have  Port 
Hudson  if  it  can  be  had,  and  he  will  not  sit  down 
and  wait  for  it  to  come  to  him,  but  he  will  go  to 
it  His  army  are  in  the  highest  spirits ;  the  loss 
sustained  has  had  no  other  effect  upon  their  con- 
dition than  to  encourage  them  to  new  exertions. 
They  will  support  the  flag  and  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  and  he  knows 
now  the  men  he  has  to  depend  upon,  and  with 
them  he  will  add  new  laurels. to  the  already  fine 
reputation  of  the  Nineteenth  army  corps. 

Heavy  reenforcements  are  being  sent  up  the 
river  to-night,  which  will  greatly  add  to  the 
strength  of  the  army  before  Port  Hudson,  and 
much  more  than  cover  the  loss  sustained  yester- 
day. Among  them  is  the  Ninetieth  regiment 
New-York  volunteers.  Colonel  Morgan,  of  Key 
West  notoriety,  commanding.  He  is,  I  under- 
stand, by  reason  of  seniority,  to  have  command  of 
a  brigade. 

The  fight  commenced  as  early  as  seven  o'clock 
yesterday  morning,  or  rather  became  general  about 
that  time.  It  continued  during  the  greater  part 
of  the  day,  excepting  about  an  hour  near  noon. 
At  seven  o'clock  last  evening  it  was  raging  along 
the  entire  line  with  intense  fury,  and  was  going 
on  this  morning.  Despatches  received  this  after- 
noon at  four  o'clock,  say  that  our  position  was 
still  improving,  with  every  prospect  of  success. 

Our  artillery,  of  which  we  have  a  very  large 
and  effective  force,  was  splendidly  served  and  did 
most  terrible  execution.  General  Arnold  is  de- 
serving of  the  highest  praise  for  the  admirable 
condition  of  this  arm  of  the  service  in  this  depart- 
ment Our  shot  and  shell  fell  in  a  continuous 
stream  upon  the  enemy ;  they  were  compelled  to 
take  shelter  from  our  deluge  of  ten,  twenty,  and 
thirty-pounder  projectiles  and  the  shrapnel  and 
canister. 

We  have  no  means  of  ascertaining  the  loss  of 
the  enemy ;  it  has  no  doubt,  however,  been 
frightful.  Massed  as  they  were  to  resist  our  ad- 
vance, they  were  mowed  down  in  heaps.  The 
ground  was  literally  covered  with  their  dying  and 
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dead.  I  do  not  think  they  haye  lost  as  many  as 
ourselves,  but  it  has  been  greater  in  proportion, 
considering  how  they  were  covered  from  the  se- 
verity of  our  fire. 

We  have  no  definite  information  regarding  to- 
day's operations.  The  news  has  been  held  back 
until  the  field  is  won  or  lost  The  fighting  has, 
no  doubt,  been  as  severe  as  yesterday,  but  we 
are  entirely  without  details.  I  am  inclined  to 
think  the  enemy  are  almost  driven  to  the  wall, 
and  must  surrender  or  go  into  the  river  very 
soon.  We  may  be  in  Port  Hudson  to-night,  but 
if  we  are,  the  authorities  keep  the  information 
wonderfully  quiet.  They  tell  nothing,  and  will 
permit  nothing  to  go  to  Northern  papers  in  ad- 
vance of  information  sent  to  the  War  Department 

I  could  and  would  have  sent  all  this  informa- 
tion by  td^raph  to  the  South- West  Pass  this 
morning  in  time  for  the  Columbia  before  she 
crossed  the  bar,  but  the  obliging  superintendent 
of  the  military  telegraph,  Captain  Buckley,  would 
not  allow  the  Northern  people  to  receive  any  in- 
formation ahead  of  the  War  Department 

It  must  not  be  supposed  that  while  the  army 
was  doing  all  this  desperate  fighting  on  shore, 
the  navy  was  idle.  On  the  contrary,  the  gallant 
Admiral  was  at  work  with  the  entire  squadron, 
both  above  and  below.  The  bummers  moved 
their  position  much  nearer  the  enemy's  works, 
and  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  of  thirteen-inch  shell. 
The  Hartford  and  Albatross  engaged  the  upper 
batteries,  and  when  General  Wcitzel  captured 
the  six-gun  battery  before  referred  to,  they  mov- 
ed further  down  and  supported  him  by  attacking 
the  next  below.  Admiral  Farragut,  in  the  Mon- 
nongahcla,  followed  by  the  Richmond,  Genesee, 
and  £ssex,  engaged  the  lower  works,  and  in  a 
most  effective  manner.  The  Monongahela  was 
worked  to  the  admiration  of  every  one.  The  fire 
of  *the  enemy  upon  the  ships  was  comparatively 
light — they  directed  it  principally  at  the  Monon- 
gahela, but  failed  to  hit  her.  The  Richmond  was 
equally  fortunate,  and  there  was  not  a  casualty 
to  record  in  the  fleet  up  to  six  o'clock  last  even- 
ing. The  fleet  was  engaged  in  the  morning,  and 
again  in  the  afternoon,  and  succeeded  in  dis- 
mounting five  of  the  enemy's  heaviest  guns. 
The  firing  was,  for  accuracy,  never  excelled,  the 
Genesee  especially  doing  some  very  tall  work  with 
her  one  hundred-pounder  rifle.  The  squadron 
manoeuvred  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works,  and 
fired  with  the  greatest  deliberation,  doing  an  im- 
mense amount  of  damage,  and  continuing  the 
work  until  by  signal,  they  ceased  firing  on  ac- 
count of  our  shells  going  over  among  our  own 
people.  Admiral  Farragut,  with  his  squadron, 
will  render  General  Banks  important  assistance 
in  the  work  yet  to  be  done ;  he  will  continue  to 
rain  shot  and  shell  upon  the  enemy  in  such  a 
manner  as  must  distract  him  in  a  great  measure 
from  the  land  attack,  and  compel  him  to  abandon 
one  line  or  the  other.  They  cannot  stand  for 
many  hours  the  assault  they  are  now  subjected 
to ;  it  is  more  than  human  nature  can  endure — 
this  constant  wear  and  tear  of  both  body  and 
mind. 


Doc.  202. 
THE  FIGHT  NEAR  AUSTIN,  MISS. 

M.  M.  BuGADB,  orr  Hblsxa,  Auc.,  Umj  S5,  19tt 
Editors  Missouri  Democrat : 

I  SEND  you  an  account  of  an  engagement  which 
was  had  by  us  with  the  rebels  near  Austin,  Mis- 
sissippi, thirty-five  miles  above  this  place. 

On  the  evening  of  the  twenty-third  the  com- 
missary and  quartermaster  boat,  Fairchild,  which 
happened  to  be  at  the  time  some  distance  in  rear 
of  the  fleet,  was  fired  into  by  a  party  from  shorf. 
who  had  one  field-piece,  and  were  armed  with 
rifles,  etc.  Fortunately  no  damage  was  done. 
On  her  arrival  and  reporting  the  facts.  Genera] 
EUet  determined  to  return  and  punish  the 
"reba"  for  their  temerity  in  thus  wantonly  at- 
tack a  transport-boat  The  fleet  had  come  to 
anchor  at  dark,  at  this  place  on  its  way  below, 
and  now  orders  were  immediately  signalled  to 
the  boats  carrying  troops  to  be  prepar^  to  leave 
at  two  o'clock  next  rooming.  Accordingly  at 
that  hour  we  quietly  raised  our  anchors  and  ran 
up,  reaching  the  town  of  Austin,  which  is  just 
above  the  foot  of  Grand  Cut  Off^,  at  sunrise.  Th? 
only  road  from  the  river  back  near  that  place  L* 
one  running  some  four  miles  due  east  from  Aus- 
tin, where  it  forks,  one  road  then  ri!inning  south- 
ward along  a  lake  known  as  Beaver  Daio,  anl 
the  other  continuing  eastward  to  the  Coldwattf. 
Our  cavalry  force  under  the  old  rebel-hunter  of 
Missouri,  Major  Hubbard,  at  once  pushed  out 
on  this  road,  turning  downward  along  the  lake. 

The  infantry  followed  about  a  half-hour  lati-r. 
When  some  two  miles  out,  the  General  and  staff 
were  nding  along  some  distance  ahead  of  the  in- 
fantry, and  intending  to  overtake  the  cavalry, 
when  suddenly  they  were  opened  upon  by  a  party 
of  rebels  not  fifty  yards  distant,  drawn  up  by  tbi 
roadside,  and  till  that  moment  concealed  by  a 
slight  bend  in  the  road.     Wonderful  to  say,  D"t 
a  man  was  touched.     The  infantry  was  at  once 
disposed  for  a  cavalry  charge,  but  none  was  made. 
We  now  became  aware  of  the  rather  unpleasant 
fact  that  the  rebels,  eight  hundred  strong,  had 
been  encamped  four  miles  above,  and  on  the  ar- 
rival of  the  fleet  at  Austin,  had  come  down  and 
taken  the  road  for  the  interior,  just  behind  our 
cavalry,  and  so  near  before  us,  that  we  lud 
stumbled  upon  thou*  rear-guard,  posted  at  the  in- 
tersection of  the  roads,  to  notice  our  appniach. 
Could  Major  Hubbard  but  become  aware  of  the 
number  and  immediate  presence  of  the  enemy  in 
his  rear,  and  give  them  battle,  while  the  infantry 
were  in  supporting  distance,  the  enemy's  chanos 
of  escape  would  be  small,  and  the  capture  of  hi> 
two  pieces  of  artillery  almost  certain ;  but  should 
they  delay  their  attack  upon  him  UIl  he  wis  h> 
yond  our  help,  his  little  battalion,  only  nomh^i- 
ing  some  one  hundred  and   seventy-five  mea 
would  be  almost  sure  to  be  overwhelmed  and  cot 
to  pieces  or  captured.     The  chances  for  a  suc- 
cessful retreat,  except  directly  out  on  the  read 
were  indeed  few.     On  one  hand  was  an  imftad- 
sable  bayou^  and  on  the  other  an'interminabk 
canebrake.     With  great  difficulty,  we  ascertaioed 
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at  the  forks  of  the  road  I  have  mentioned,  that 
both  forces  had  taken  the  Beaver  Dam  road.  It 
was  then  evident  that  the  rebels  intended  not 
only  to  avoid  our  main  force,  but  if  possible,  to 
attack  and  annihilate  our  little  cavalry  force, 
which,  as  their  numbers  were  four  to  one,  and 
the  knowledge  of  the  roads,  swamps,  etc.,  almost 
wholly  theirs,  seemed  quite  probable,  indeed  al- 
most certain.  Our  skirmishers  were  constantly 
driving  their  rear-guard,  which  was  kept  pur- 
posely dose  upon  our  front  to  delay  our  advance. 

I  have  foiigotten  to  mention  that  on  our  arrival 
in  the  morning,  we  had  learned  that  a  trading 
boat  had  been  taken  and  burned  the  night  pre- 
vious by  the  gang  stationed  in  the  town,  and  that 
her  crew  were  prisoners  with  the  rebel  force.* 
The  road  over  which  we  were  now  passing  was 
crooked  and  almost  impassable,  filled  with  deep 
ruts  and  miry  places.  Presently  the  skirmishers 
overtook  an  ox-team  loaded  with  the  plunder  of 
the  trading  boat,  and  drove  off  its  guard.  As 
the  darkey  teamsters  had  fled,  and  an  attempt  to 
extricate  the  mired  conveyance  became  impracti- 
cable, as  the  main  force  was  halted  for  a  rest  two 
and  a  half  miles  in  rear,  a  picket  was  posted 
over  it  Presently  a  party  of  rebels  dashed  back 
and  drove  our  men  away,  and  started  the  team 
ahead  again.  As  soon  as  this  was  known,  a 
company  of  infantry  was  despatched  ahead  to 
press  the  retreat,  and  the  body  again  put  in  mo- 
tion. A  woman  who  was  taken  from  the  burned 
boat  with  the  prisoners,  was  on  the  wagon,  and 
when  first  retaken  by  us  made  good  her  escape 
to  the  rear.  Soon  the  exciting  pursuit  was  greet- 
ed by  the  exchange  of  shots  ahead  again,  and 
the  discomfited  rebs  were  again  obliged  to  aban- 
don the  wagon,  which  was  soon  sent  to  the  rear. 

We  pushed  on,  warned  by  the  sound  of  artil- 
lery far  ahead,  that  our  little  force  was  contend- 
ing with  the  enemy. 

An  hour's  quick  march  brought  us  suddenly 
upon  OUT  friends,  snugly  ensconced  just  over 
the  slope  at  the  edge  of  the  bayou,  in  a  deep 
bend. 

They  greeted  us  with  three  hearty  cheers,  and 
our  joy  at  finding  them  escaped  from  the  hands 
of  an  overwhelming  enemy,  was  only  turned  to 
sadness  by  the  sight  of  dead  and  wounded  men 
and  horses. 

Two  brave  boys  had  fallen,  killed  instantly. 
One  was  lying  mortally  wounded,  and  about 
twenty  more  or  less  wounded  by  buckshot,  as 
well  as  rifle  and  pistol-balls.  This  band  of  he- 
>x)es  had  here  for  nearly  two  hours,  bravely 
fought  those  yelling  demons,  who  ever  and  anon, 
retiring  to  the  coyer  of  the  cane-brake,  would 
concert  an  attack  upon  all  sides  but  the  immedi- 
ate rear,  and.  come  out  like  grasshoppers  from 
the  forest  in  the  front  and  on  both  flanks,  shout- 
ing, and  cursing,  and  threatening  with  instant 
butchery,  if  not  at  once  surrendered ;  but  with 
the  brave  Major  Hubbard  our  gallant  boys  felt 
confident,  and  at  his  command  rushed  to  the 
brow  of  the  slope,  and  crouched  beneath  its  shel- 
ter, and  poured  upon  their  foes  such  terrific 
Bhowers  of  carbine  and  pistol  shots  as  to  throw  i 
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them  into  confusion,  and  force  them  to  retire 
again. 

Once  a  largo  body  rushed  down  the  slope  on 
the  left,  and  had  almost  succeeded  in  dislodging 
our  men  there,  but  a  lucky  shot  from  a  sergeant's 
pistol  killed  the  rebel  lieutenant  who  was  lead- 
ing them,  and  they  fell  back  also.  Their  wound- 
ed must  have  been  numerous. 

The  rebels,  in  their  charge,  came  on  foot  Our 
horses  being  much  exposed^  were  badly  cut  up. 

Finally,  our  approach  had  made  it  prudent  for 
them  to  retire,  and  'Hubbard's  battalion  was 
saved.  Five  dead  and  dying  rebels  were  found 
lingering  on  the  field.  How  many  were  carried 
off,  or  how  many  were  wounded,  we  have  no 
means  of  knowing.  They  must  have  been  con- 
siderable, as  the  supply  of  ammunition  of  our  men 
was  nearly  exhausted,  and  much  of  the  fighting 
was  within  close  pistol-range. 

The  prompt  services  of  the  surgeon  were  ren- 
dered the  suffering,  and  our  dead  and  w^oundcd 
were  taken  to  the  fleet  The  enemy  were  in  full 
retreat  several  miles  away,  mounted ;  so  further 
pursuit  was  impossible,  and  we  returned. 

It  was  next  determined  to  destroy  the  town, 
which  has  long  been  known  as  a  bitter  rebel  place. 

The  following  order  was  issued  and  executed : 

Hbidqitartsrs  M.  M.  Brigadb, 

Flag-Ship  Autocrat, 
Ausmi,  Miss.,  May  24,  1S63. 

Special  Order  No.  52. 

Whereas^  The  citizens  of  the  town  of  Austin, 
Mississippi,  did  permit  and  sanction  the  attack 
upon  one  transport  vessel  yesterday,  and  the 
capturing  of  one  trading  vessel  last  night  by  a 
band  of  men  acting  against  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  both  these  acts  at  or  near  this 
place,  and  did  not  only  fail  to  give  voluntarily  any 
information  concerning  the  whereabouts  of  said 
party,  on  the  arrival  of  the  United  States  forces 
here,  but  are  known  to  have  conveyed  instant 
information  of  said  arrival  to  the  enemies  of  the 
United  States,  therefore,  in  just  retaliation  for 
this  open  aid  and  counsel  afforded  the  enemies  of 
the  United  States,  be  it  ordered,  as  a  warning  to 
all  citizens  of  other  towns  that  may  hereafter  by 
armed  bodies  of  men,  hostile  to  the  United  States, 
be  placed  in  similar  circumstances,  that  every 
dwelling,  outhouse  or  other  structure  in  the  said 
town  of  Austin  (save  three  to  be  left  as  a  protec- 
tion to  the  women  and  children)  be  burned  to 
the  ground. 

Provost-Marshal  will  take  possession  of  the 
town  and  see  to  the  prompt  execution  of  this  or- 
der, and  that  no  marauding  be  permitted  nor  per- 
sonal injury  be  sustained  by  any  citizen  of  said 
town.  Personal  effects  he  will  allow  owners  to 
remove. 

By  command  of  Brigadier-General  A.  W.  Ellet. 

W.  D.  Crandall,  a.  a.  G. 

Though  the  place  was  thoroughly  searched  for 
arms  or  other  articles  contraband  of  war,  while 
the  place  was  burning,  the  rapid  and  frequent 
discharge  of  secreted  arms  in  two  buildings  took 
place,  and  at  length  an  explosion  of  powder  in 
the  basement  of  the  jail  **  shook  the  firm  earth  '* 
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and  made  the  distant  hills  resound.  Surely  this 
is  a  dire  punishment,  but  such  is  the  result  of 
war.  This  people  must  be  made  to  feel  that  to 
harbor  and  encourage  the  enemies  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  a  terrible  crime,  and  if  their  pseudo  gov- 
ernment is  to  aiford  them  protection  against  such 
a  punishment,  it  must  control  and  prevent  such 
outrages  as  are  constantly  committed  by  bands 
of  men  said  to  be  acting  under  its  authority. 

From  three  prisoners  who  fell  into  our  hands 
we  learned  that  the  forc^  we  were  fighting  were 
part  of  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Chal- 
mers, (who  with  the  remainder  of  the  command 
of  Colonel  McCullough's  Second  Missouri  cavalry, 
were  back  on  the  Coldwater,)  consisting  of  Colonel 
Blye's  Second  Mississippi  cavalry  and  Colonef 
Slemmcr^s  Second  Arkansas  cavalry,  (One  in- 
formant says  they  were  all  present.)  Prom  a 
source  we  consider  reliable,  we  learn  that  this 
fbrcc  was  to  effect  a  passage  of  the  Mississippi  by 
means  of  captured  transports  and  join  Price  in 
an  attack  on  New-Madrid.  This  design  has  been 
most  effectually  thwarted.  General  Chalmers 
has  for  some  time  had  this  force  down  near  the 
Coldwater,  at  a  place  called  Panola.  An  expe- 
dition from  Memphis  has,  no  doubt,  ere  this,  sat- 
isfied his  desire  for  active  service  at  that  place. 
When  occasion  offers,  you  shall  hear  again  from 
your  correspondent  W. 


Doc.  203. 


THE   FIGHT   NEAR   GREENWICH,  VA. 

Fairfax  Coubt-IIousk,  May  81, 1S68. 

Yesterday  morning,  between  seven  and  eight 
o'clock,  a  portion  of  the  brigade  of  Acting  Gene- 
ral De  Forest,  stationed  at  Kettle  Run,  were  start- 
led by  the  report  of  artillery  firing  somewhere 
in  dose  proximity.  The  train  from  Alexandria, 
consisting  of  ten  cars  loaded  with  forage,  had 
passed  about  half  an  hour  prior,  and  the  idea  was 
immediately  suggested  that  the  rebels  were  firing 
on  the  train,  which  was  a  correct  impression, 
the  whole  train  being  entirely  destroyed. 

Colonel  Mann  ordered  detachments  of  the  First 
Vermont  and  Fifth  New- York  cavalry  to  proceed 
in  the  direction  of  the  firing,  each  taking  a  sepa- 
rate route.  The  force  combined  numbered  in  the 
neighborhood  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  men. 
The  detachment  of  the  Fifth  New- York,  after  pro- 
ceeding two  miles,  and  on  approaching  a  hill, 
were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  s  artillery.  One 
shell  exploded  in  the  solid  column,  but  fortunate- 
ly doing  no  further  damage  than  killing  the  horse 
of  Lieutenant  Boutelle.  The  order  was  then 
given  to  fall  into  line  and  charge ;  but  owing  to 
the  nature  of  the  situation  it  was  impossible  to 
execute  the  manoeuvre,  and  they  accordingly  re- 
tired to  a  piece  of  woods,  where  line  was  formed. 

The  enemy  now  showed  by  their  movements 
that  they  had  no  disposition  to  fight,  making  a 
retrograde  movement  toward  Warronton,  and 
while  rapidly  retiring  fired  a  shot  or  so,  without, 
however,  inflicting  any  injury.  After  a  dose  and 
eager  pursuit,  the  FifUi  New-York  came  up  with 


the  enemy's  rear-guard  and  immediately  com- 
menced skirm'shing,  keeping  up  quite  a  brisk 
firing  with  their  pistols.  At  this  juncture  the 
First  Vermont,  under  command  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Preston,  came  up  and  joined  the  Fifth, 
and  immediately  the  whole  body  charged  throu;;h 
the  woods,  the  rebels  being  in  rapid  flight,  and 
were  pursued  about  two  miles  and  a  half^  until 
the  enemy,  turning  a  lane,  brought  their  artillery 
into  position  and  commenced  firing. 

Seeing  the  necessity  for  silencing  the  batterr. 
Lieutenant  Barker,  of  the  Fifth  New-York,  asked 
for  volunteers  to  follow  him  in  an  effort  to  take 
the  guns.  About  thirty  men  promptly  respond- 
ed, and,  placing  himself  at  their  head,  he  charged 
furiously,  and  was  met  when  a  short  distance 
from  the  guns  with  a  murderous  dischai^  of 
grape  and  canister,  which  mowed  down  a  great 
number  of  the  men.  Lieutenant  Barker  him&elf 
was  wounded  in  two  places  by  grape-shot,  but 
still  went  onward  until  he  crossed  sabres  with 
the  enemy  over  their  guns.  In  the  mean  time. 
Lieutant  Dimick,  of  the  Fifth  New- York,  was 
despatched  to  order  up  the  Vermont  troops^  uid 
the  whole  command  again  charged.  Lieutenant 
Hazleton,  of  the  First  Vermont,  leading  the 
charge,  and  captured  one  of  the  enemy*s  gun& 
The  enemy  were  still  going  as  rapidly  as  their 
horses  would  bear  them.  A  desultory  fire  was 
kept  up  with  small  arma,  inflicting  some  damage 
on  the  enemy ;  but  they  succeeded  in  carrying 
off  their  wounded  in  major  part. 

By  this  time  our  horses  gave  evident  symptoms 
of  exhaustion,  having  traversed  at  fulf  speed  a 
large  extent  of  territory,  and  being  never  of  su- 
perior enduranc^  (a  living  thesis  on  the  value  of 
serviceable  hor^s  for  cavalry,)  and,  it  being  use- 
less to  attempt  to  overtake,  the  pursuit  was  re- 
linquished. There  is  no  doubt  had  the  troops 
been  provided  with  horses  such  as  are  adaptefl  to 
the  use  of  cavalry — ^not  such  scrubs  as  the  C'^t- 
emment  furnish — few,  if  any,  of  the  rebels  would 
have  escaped. 

Mosby  was  in  command  in  person,  his  force 
about  one  hundred  strong,  indusive  of  the  artil- 
lery. The  object  of  his  errand  was  to  destroy 
the  train,  for  which  he  paid  a  heavy  penalty  In 
the  loss  of  his  artillery  (twelve-pound  howiUer 
taken  from  the  Federals  at  the  battle  of  Ball's 
Bluff)  and  in  the  loss  of  his  men  in  killed,  wound- 
ed, and  prisoners.  The  Fifth  New- York  aWj 
sustained  its  claim  to  the  title  of  the  ^^f^hting 
Fiflh ; "  nor  were  the  First  Vermonters  behind- 
hand ;  and  if  all  was  not  accomplished  that  was 
expected,  the  responsibility  rests  on  the  shoul- 
ders of  the  negligent  offidals,  to  call  them  bj  no 
more  severe  term,  who  permit  such  horses  to  b« 
palmed  off  by  dishonest  contractors  on  the  Gov- 
ernment The  secret  of  Mosby^s  plan  of  recupe- 
rating his  band  after  being  once  destroyed,  is  ex- 
plained. Picked  men  fix)m  different  regiinonts 
are  sent  to  him,  and  thus  the  vacancies  ooca.«iton* 
ed  by  the  casualties  of  battle  are  filled.  Lieu- 
tenant Hazleton,  of  the  First  Vermont,  who  led 
the  charge  which  captured  the  gun,  deserves  a 
particular  mention. 
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Doc.   204. 
SIEGE  OP  VICKSBURGH,  MISSISSIPPI. 

C0NQRATT7LAT0RT  ORDER  OV  GEN.  McCLERNAND. 
Hbadqcartsrs  Trirtbbxtr  Armt  Corps, 

ATTt 


KMT  Corps,  ) 

[CKSBURGH,    > 

L,  1S68.        j 


BATfLB-riBLD  U  RJEAR  Of  YlCKSBURGH 

May  81 

General  Orders,  No.  72. 

Comrades  :  As  jour  commander,  I  am  proud 
to  congratulate  you  upon  your  constancy,  valor, 
and  success.  History  affords  no  more  brilliant 
example  of  soldierly  qualities.  Your  victories 
have  followed  in  such  rapid  succession  that 
their  echoes  have  not  yet  reached  the  country. 
They  will  challenge  its  grateful  and  enthusias- 
tic applause.  Yourselves  strlMng  out  a  new 
path,  your  comrades  of  the  army  of  Tennessee 
followed,  and  a  way  was  thus  opened  for  them 
to  redeem  previous  disappointments.  Your 
march  througn  Louisiana,  from  Milliken^s  Bend 
to  New-Carthage  and  Perkinses  plantation,  on 
the  Mississippi  River,  is  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable on  record.  Bayous  and  miry  roads, 
threatened  with  momentary  inundations,  ob- 
structed your  progress.  All  these  were  over- 
come by  unceasing  labor  and  unflagging  energy. 
The  two  thousand  feet  of  bridging  which  was 
hastily  improvised  out  of  materials  created  on 
the  spot,  and  over  which  you  passed,  must  long 
be  remembered  as  a  marvel. 

Descending  the  Mississippi  still  lower,  you 
were  the  first  to  cross  the  river  at  Bruin's 
Landing,  and  to  plant  our  colors  in  the  State 
of  Mississippi  below  Warrenton.  Resuming  the 
advance  the  same  day,  you  pushed  on  until 
Pyou  came  up  to  the  enemy  near  Port  Gibson. 
Only  restrained  by  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
you  hastened  to  attack  him  on  the  morning  of 
the  first  of  May,  and  by  vigorously  pressing  him 
at  all  points,  drove  him  from  his  position,  tak- 
ing a  large  number  of  prisoners  and  small  arms, 
and  five  pieces  of  cannon.  General  Logan's  di- 
vision came  up  in  time  to  gallantly  share  in 
consummating  the  most  valuable  victory  won 
since  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson. 

Taking  the  lead  on  the  morning  of  the  sec- 
ond, you  were  the  first  to  enter  Port  Gibson, 
and  to  hiAten  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  from  the 
vicinity  of  that  place.  During  the  ensuing  night, 
as  a  consequence  of  the  victory  at  Port  Gib- 
son, the  enemy  spiked  his  guns  at  Grand  Gulf, 
and  evacuated  that  place,  retiring  upon  Vicks- 
burgh  and  Edwards's  Station.  The  fall  of  Grand 
Gulf  was  solely  the  result  of  the  victory  achiev- 
ed by  the  land  forces  at  Port  Gibson.  The 
armament  and  public  stores  captured  there,  are 
but  just  trophies' of  that  victory. 

Hastening  to  bridge  the  south  branch  of  the 
Bayou  Pierre,  at  Port  Gibson,  you  crossed  on 
the  morning  of  the  third,  and  pushed  on  to  Wil- 
lo^v  Springs,  Big  Sandy,  and  the  main  crossing 
of  Fourteen  Mile  Creek, four  miles  from  Edwards's 
Station.  A  detachment  of  the  enemy  was  im- 
mediately driven  away  from  the  crossing,  and 
you  advanced,  passed  over,  and  rested    during 


the  night  of  the  twelfth  within  three  miles  of 
the  enemy,  in  large  force  at  the  Station. 

On  the  morning  of  the  thirteenth,  tlie  objec- 
tive point  of  the  army's  movements  having 
been  changed  from  Edwards's  Station  to  Jackson, 
in  pursuance  of  an  order  from  the  commander 
of  the  department,  you  moved,  on  the  north 
side  of  Fourteen  Mile  Creek  toward  Raymond. 

This  delicate  and  hazardous  movement  was 
executed  by  a  portion  of  your  number,  under 
cover  of  Hovey's  division,  which  made  a  feint 
of  attack  in  line  of  battle  upon  Edwards's  Sta- 
tion. Too  late  to  harm  you,  the  enemy  attacked 
the  rear  of  that  division,  but  was  promptly  and 
decisively  repulsed. 

Resting  near  Raymond  that  night,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth,  you  entered  that 
place,  one  division  moving  on  to  Mississippi 
Springs,  near  Jackson,  in  support  of  General 
Sherman,  another  to  Clinton,  in  support  of 
General  McPherson,  a  third  remaining  at  Ray- 
mond, and  a  fourth  at  Old  Auburn,  to  bring  up 
the  army  trains. 

On  the  fifteenth  you  again  led  the  advance 
toward  Edwards's  Station,  which  once  more  be- 
came the  objective  point.  Expelling  the  enemy's 
picket  from  Bolton  the  same  day,  you  seized  and 
held  that  important  position. 

On  the  sixteenth  you  led  the  advance,  in  three 
columns,  upon  three  roads  against  Edwards's 
Station.  Meeting  the  enemy  on  the  way  in 
strong  force,  you  heavily  engaged  him  near  Cham- 
pion Hill,  and  after  a  sanguinary  and  obstinate 
battle,  with  the  assistance  of  General  McPher- 
son's  corps,  beat  and  routed  him,  taking  many 
prisoners  and  small  arms,  and  several  pieces  of 
cannon. 

Continuing  to  lead  the  advance,  you  rapidly 
pursued  the  enemy  to  Edwards's  Station,  ca{)tur- 
ing  that  place,  a  large  quantity  of  public  stores, 
and  many  prisoners  and  small  arms.  Nigtit  only 
stopped  you. 

At  day-dawn,  on  the  seventeenth,  you  resum- 
ed the  advance,  and  early  coming  upon  the  enemy 
strongly  intrenched  in  elaborate  works,  both  be- 
fore and  behind  Big  Black  River,  immediately 
opened  with  artillery  upon  him,  followed  by  a 
daring  and  heroic  charge  at  the  point  of  the  bay- 
onet, which  put  him  to  rout,  leaving  eighteen 
pieces  of  cannon  and  more  than  a  thousand  pris- 
oners in  your  hands. 

By  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  of  the  eigh- 
teenth, you  had  constructed  a  bridge  across  the 
Big  Black,  and  had  commenced  the  attack  upon 
Vicksburgh. 

On  the  nineteenth,  twentieth,  and  twenty-first, 
you  continued  to  reconnoitre  and  skirmish,  un- 
til you  had  gained  a  near  approach  to  the  enemy's 
works. 

On  the  twenty-second,  in  pursuance  of  an 
order  from  the  commander  of  the  department, 
you  assaulted  the  enemy's  defences  in  front  at 
ten  o'clock  a.ii.,  and  within  thirty  minutes  had 
made  a  lodgment  and  planted  your  colors  on  two 
of  his  bastions.  This  partial  success  called  into 
exercise  the  highest  heroism,  and  was  only  gained 
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by  a  bloody  and  protracted  struggle.  Yet  it  was 
gained,  and  was  the  first  and  largest  success 
gained  anywhere  along  the  whole  line  of  our  army. 

For  nearly  eight  hours,  under  a  scorching  sun 
and  destructive  fire,  you  firmly  held  your  foot- 
ing, and  only  withdrew  when  the  enemy  had 
largely  massed  their  forces  and  concentrated  their 
attack  upon  you. 

How  and  why  the  general  assault  failed,  it 
would  be  useless  now  to  explain.  The  Thirteenth 
army  corps,  acknowledging  the  good  intentions 
of  all,  would  scorn  indulgence  in  weak  regrets 
and  idle  criminations.  According  justice  to  all, 
ft  would  only  defend  itself  If,  while  the  enemy 
was  massing  to  crush  it,  assistance  was  asked 
for  by  a  diversion  at  other  points,  or  by  rein- 
forcement, it  only  asked  what,  in  one  case,  Major- 
General  Grant  had  specifically  and  peremptorily 
ordered — ^namely,  simultaneous  and  persistent  at- 
tack all  along  our  lines,  until  the  enemy's  outer 
works  should  be  carried ;  and  what,  in  the  other, 
by  massing  a  strong  force  in  time  upon  a  weak- 
ened point,  would  have  probably  insured  success. 


Comrades:  You  have  done  much,  yet  some- 
thing more  remains  to  be  done.  The  enemy's 
oilious  defences  still  block  your  access  to  Ticks- 
burgh.  Treason  still  rules  that  rebellious  dty, 
and  closes  the  Mississippi  River  against  rightful 
use  by  the  millions  who  inhabit  its  sources  and 
the  great  North- West  Shall  not  the  flag  float  over 
Vicksburgh  ?  Shall  not  the  great  Father  of  Waters 
be  opened  to  lawful  commerce  ?  Methinks  the 
emphatic  response  of  one  and  all  of  you  is :  '*  It 
shall  be  so  !"  Then  let  us  rise  to  the  level  of  a 
crowning  trial  I  Let  our  common  suffinings  and 
glories,  while  uniting  as  a  band  of  brothers,  rouse 
us  to  new  and  surpassing  efforts !  Let  us  resolve 
upon  success,  God  helping  us. 

I  join  with  you,  comrades,  in  your  sympathy 
for  the  wounded  and  sorrow  for  the  dead.  May 
we  not  trust — nay,  is  it  not  so,  that  history  will 
associate  the  martyrs  of  this  sacred  struggle  for 
law  and  order,  liberty  and  justice,  with  the  hoo- 
ored  martyrs  of  Monmouth  and  Bunker  Hill  ? 

John  A.  McClerkand, 


POETEY,  EUMORS  AND  INCIDENTS. 


POETBT  AND    INCIDENTS. 


•  •• 


KITGHEL. 

BT  W.  VBAKCIB  WILLIAIUL 
"  Hong  be  the  hearene  with  bUck." 

His  mighty  life  was  burned  away 

By  Carolina's  fiery  son ; 
The  pestilence  that  walks  by  day 

Smote  him  before  his  course  seemed  run. 

The  constellations  of  the  sky, 
The  Pleiades,  the  Southern  Cross, 

Looked  sadly  down  to  see  him  die. 
To  see  a  nation  weep  his  loss. 

'* Send  him  to  us,*'  the  stars  might  cry; 
"  Tou  do  not  feel  his  worth  below ; 
Your  petty  great  men  do  not  try 
The  measure  of  his  mind  to  know. 

*'  Send  him  to  us — ^this  is  his  place, 
Not  'mid  your  puny  jealousies ; 
You  sacrificed  him  in  your  race 
Of  envies,  strifes  and  policies. 

'*  His  eye  could  pierce  our  yast  expanse. 
His  ear  could  hear  our  rooming  songs. 
His  mind,  amid  our  mystic  dance. 
Could  follow  all  our  myriad  throngs. 

**  Send  him  to  us !  no  martyr's  soul. 
No  hero  slain  in  righteous  wars, 
No  raptured  saint  could  e'er  control 
A  holier  welcome  from  the  stais." 

Take  him,  ye  stars  I  take  him  on  high, 
To  your  yast  realms  of  boundless  space ; 

But  once  he  turned  from  you  to  try 
His  name  on  martial  scrolls  to  trace. 

That  once  was  when  his  country's  call 
Said  danger  to  her  flag  was  nigh, 

And  then  that  banner's  stars  dimmed  all 
The  radiant  lights  which  gemmed  the  sky: 

Take  him,  loyed  orbs  I    His  country's  life, 
freedom  for  all — ^for  these  he  wars ; 

Por  these  he  welcomed  bloody  strife, 
And  followed  in  the  wake  of  Mars. 


VICTORY. 

BT  LIZZXX  S.    H.   BATI8. 

All  the  day  the  stormy  clouds 

Have  been  drifting  overhead 
In  the  wind,  like  misty  shrouds 

For  the  braye  and  noble  dead ; 
But  the  sun  with  genial  glow 

Breaks  the  sombre  yeil  at  last, 
Like  to  the  exultant  show 

Victors  make  when  battle's  past. 

Vou  VI. — Poetry  1 


Listen !    Hear  the  deepening  roar 

Shaking  earth,  and  air,  and  sky, 
From  the  distant  riyer  shore—- 

How  its  echoes  thunder  by  t 
Does  an  earthquake  stalk  abroad 

O'er  Missouri's  fated  soil. 
Making  one  yast  grave  her  sod 

While  her  rivers  seethe  and  boil  ? 

Listen  t    No  I    It  is  the  boom 

Of  the  cannon's  fearful  notes, 
While  the  wreaths  of  battle  bloom 

All  around  their  bellowing  throats  I 
Listen  I    No  I    It  cannot  be  I 

Price  is  still  in  full  retreat, 
And  our  troops  in  Tennessee 

Rebel  arms  shall  ne'er  defeat  I 

Listen  I   Still  the  ceaseless  roar 
Peals  along  the  quivering  i^r. 

From  the  city  on  the  shore 
News  of  victoiy  it  must  bear ! 

Listen  I    Hear  the  loud  hurrahs 
In  the  quiet  village  streets. 

While  the  distant  thunder  jars- 
Echo  still  with  echa  meets. 

Listen !    Loudly  peal  the  bells  t 

Listen  1  Guns  are  thundering  here  ! 
Every  thing  of  victory  tells. 

Hearts  of  millions  yearn  to  hear. 
Price  is  taken,  now,  at  last  I 

Donelson  has  fallen  low  I 
God  be  praised  I  the  die  is  cast  I 

Vengeance  ialleth  on  the  foe  1 

God  be  praised  I    His  arm  of  wrath 

Strikes  for  us  this  mighty  blow — 
Leads  us  on  the  battle-path — 

Stanches,  guides  its  crimson  flow. 
God  be  praised  I  for  soon  our  land. 

Groaning  and  (jbnvulsed  so  long, 
As  in  olden  time  shall  stand, 

Union — ^Freedom  blend  their  song  I 

Listen  I    Hear  the  sighing  gale 

Coming  up  from  Smih  to  North, 
While  a  lengthened  answering  wail 

Comes  from  every  quarter  forth  I 
Is  it  widows'  hopeless  sighs 

That  create  the  wailing  wind  f 
Is  it  orphan  children's  cries 

For  the  prisoners  Death  doth  bind  f 

That  wx  conquer  cannot  bring 
Loved  and  lost  ones  back  to  life— 

That  Right  conquers,  Glory  sings 
O'er  the  field  of  deadly  strife ; 
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That  Right  conquers  still,  shall  be 
Balm  for  hearts  with  deepest  wound, 

And  this  thought  eternally 
Sanctifiee  the  battle-ground  I 
Bmncxa  Hill,  III.,  Feb.  17, 1802. 


"BUT  GOD  IS  OVER  ALL." 

BT  M.   H.   COBB. 

Night  closes  in  with  threatening  skies, 

And  hoarsely  moans  the  gale ; 
Without,  the  trees  like  spectres  rise. 

Encased  in  wintry  mail ; 
From  glowing  grates  we  turn,  to  think 

On  whom  these  rigors  fall, 
And  who  their  deathly  cup  shall  drink — 

But  God  is  OTcr  all ! 

How  fare  they  in  the  distant  camp— 

The  father,  brother,  son  ? 
Oh !  many  brows  with  death  are  damp, 

With  many  life  is  done ! 
0  mothers,  wives !  distraught  with  fears. 

Lest  your  beloved  should  fall, 
Remember,  in  this  rain  of  tears. 

That  God  is  over  all ! 

No  base  ambitions  quickened  these ; 

They  saw  but  Freedom*s  need ; 
No  dreams  of  flowVy  paths  of  ease. 

No  bribe  but  valor's  meed ; 
And  some  shall  win  the  heroes  grave. 

The  battle-smoke  their  pall ; 
But  honor  dwells  where  fall  the  brave. 

And  God  is  over  all  I 

How  nobler  these  than  they  who  fought 

And  fell  in  ancient  time ! 
For  in  this  strife  shall  be  outwrought 

A  purpose  void  of  crime ; 
Base  men  have  filled,  and  bid  us  drink, 

A  cup  overbrimmed  with  gall,  « 

And  forge  new  fetters,  link  by  link — 
.  But  God  is  over  all ! 

Where  thickest  falls  war's  leaden  rain. 

And  on  its  crimson  sea. 
They  closely  press,  and  fight  again 

The  battles  of  the  free  ; 
And  many  are  the  deaths  they  dare. 

From  hurtling  shell  and  ball, 
Which  make  their  awful  music  there — 

But  God  is  overall 

Remember,  ye  who  watch  the  night 

With  dimming  eyes  and  pain, 
That  he  who  gives  his  life  for  Rigkt^ 

His  death  shall  not  he  vain  ; 
Him  shall  men  know  as  Freedom's  son, 

When  they  hib  deeds  recall, 
Who  had  unfaltering  trust  in  One 

Whose  care  is  over  aU. 


THE  CAPTURE  OF  NEW-ORLEANa 

BT  WILLIAM  PIN8M0RX,    U.S.N. 

Oorae,  all  you  Union-loving  men,  wherever  you  may  be, 
[  hope  you'll  pay  attention  now,  and  listen  unto  me, 
Concerning  of  a  gallant  ship,  the  Brooklyn  is  her  name. 
Which  name  deserves  to  be  engraved  upon  the  list  of 
fame. 


'Twas  in  December,  sixty-one,  as  you  shall  anderstand, 
Secession's  gloom  had  overcast  Columbians    happy 

land; 
The  Brooklyn  left  the  Delaware,  her  mettle  for  to  try, 
With  Louisiana's  rebel  fleet,  whose  boast  was  very 

high. 

Tom  Craven  was  our  captain^s  name,  as  yoo  shall  uii> 

derstand, 
As  brave  a  naval  officer  as  any  in  the  land ; 
With  Lowry  for  our  first  lu^  the  Brooklyn  she  did 

steer 
Down  through  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  for  every  privateer. 

It  was  in  the  month  of  April,  the  fleet  being  all  com- 
plete 

That  was  to  capture  New-Orleans,  the  rebels  to  defeat; 

From  Pilotstown  the  fleet  steamed  up,  resolved  not  to 
return 

Until  the  Louisiana  fleet  we'd  sink,  destroy,  and  boriL 

The  rebels  they  were  well  prepared  their  city  to  de- 
fend; 

From  bank  to  bank,  between  two  forts,  a  chain  they 
did  extend ; 

Fort  Philip  with  its  dghty  guns,  well  counterscaiped 
all  round, 

While  Jackson  with  one  hundred  more  upon  the  leA- 
hand  frowned. 

With  batteririg-rams,  and  fire-rafts,  and  aU  the  gun- 
boat fleet, 

The  rebels  they  were  well  prepared  the  Union  tan  to 
meet; 

With  sand  and  floating  batteries,  upon  the  riverside, 

Bold  Duncan  in  Fort  Jackson  brave  Farragnt  defied. 

On  the  twenty-fourth  of  April,  before  the  break  of 

day. 
The  Hartford,  being  flag-ship,  then  a  red  light  did  did- 

play; 
The  light  was  seen  throughout  the  fleet,  then  ap  west 

cheer  on  cheer. 
The  Union  fleet  got  under  weigh,  and  for  the  Forts  did 

steer. 

As  we  went  round  the  point  of  land  that  broo^t  the 
Forts  in  sight, 

From  rifled  guns,  with  shot  and  shell,  they  soon  com- 
menced the  fight ; 

The  Hartford  she  stood  boldly  up — the  Brooklni, 
where  was  she  ? 

But  look  right  under  Jackson's  guns,  its  Bltck  Jack 
there  you'll  see ! 

The  rebel  shot  flew  thick  and  hot,  the  Brooklyn  flbe 

was  there ; 
Tom  Craven,  he  iatfon  the  poop — she's  m  his  spedal 

care; 
Bold  Lowry  says,   "We'll  beat  our  foes  and  thea 

we'll  give  three  cheers ;" 
Our  first  broadside  like  thunder  roared,  whidi  bani^hca 

all  our  fears. 

Courage !  undaunted  Brooklyn's  crew,  your  hour  is 

nigh  at  hand. 
Brave  Lowry  on  the  quarter-deck  says  by  you  he  wili 

stand. 
And  if  by  chance  the  Brooklyn  nnks  between  those 

Forts  to-night. 
Our  Flag  shall  be  the  last  thing  seen  when  she  goes 

out  of  sights 
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The  rebels  well  supplied  their  guns,  and  Duncan  he 

did  say : 
'*  There  is  the  Brooklyn  close  to  us,  so  at  her  fire 

away, 
And  if  you  sink  that  ship  to-night  the  others  all  will 

run. 
And  then  our  Louisiana  fleet  will  capture  every  one.** 

What  is  that  dreadful  noise  we  hear  ?    Like  thunder 

it  does  roar. 
The  Hartford  has  got  up  in  range,  and  in  the  grape 

does  pour ; 
The  Peusacola  on  the  right,  the  Richmond  comes  up 

too, 
And  with '  their  nine-inch  shot  and  shell  they  breach 

Fort  Philip  through. 

The  gunboats  follow  quickly  up,  and  send  in  grape  in 

turn. 
While  close  on  board  the  Brooklyn  a  fire-raft  does 

bum ; 
The  Hartford*s  now  all  ui  a  blaze,  for  joy  the  rebels 

shout, 
The  Brooklyn  drops  and  covers  her — the  fire  it  is  put 

out      ♦ 

The  chain  being  cut  the  night  before,  the  Union  fleet 

goes  through ; 
The  rebel  fleet  above  the  Forts  then  tries  to  bring 

us  to ; 
The  battering-ram  comes  down  to  us  —  Old  Tom  sees 

her  approach — 
The  Brooklyn's  head  sheers  off  to  port,  alongside  she 

does  broach. 

The  Mississippi  now  comes  up,  to  have  a  little  fun, 
The  ram  declines  a  butting  match,  and  from  her  tries 

to  run ; 
The  good  old  ship  manoeuvred  round,  and,  when  she 

got  in  reach, 
She  liitd  the  ram  between  the  eyes  and  rams  her  on 

the  beach. 

Full  twenty  gunboats  they  did  have  when  first  the  fight 
begun, 

In  less  than  twenty  minute#  we  sunk  them  every 
one ! 

The  Union  fleet  now  gives  three  cheers  and  up  the 
river  steams, 

With  nothing  to  oppose  them  till  they  get  near  New- 
Orleans. 

The  Chalmette*s  batteries  next  we  take — the  river  now 

is  clear — 
We  spike  their  ginis,  and  give  three  cheers,  and  for 

the  city  steer ; 
From  each  mast-bead  throughout  the  fleet  the  Stars 

and  Stripes  do  fly, 
The  city's  ours,  the  fleet  comes  to,  and  off  it  we  do  lie. 

So  here*s  success  to  Farragut  and  all  the  Union  fleet, 
Which  by  their  bold,  undaunted  pluck  the  rebels  did 

defeat ; 
A  grateful  country  long  will  mourn  the  loss  of  those 

who  fell 
Defending  of  their  country's  flag  from  traitors*  shot 

and  shell. 

And  here's  to  brave  McClellan,  he'll  break  secession's 

coil, 
And  only  one  flag  soon  shall  wave  upon  Columbia's 

soil; 


He'll  beat  the  rebel  forces  wherever  they  may  be, 
The  Union  still  shall  be  preserved  we'll  let  all  nations 
see. 

So  to  conclude,  there's  one  thing  more  I'd  have  you 

understand, 
Our  ship,  she's  always  ready  with  secesh  to  try  her 

hand; 
And  when  the  war  is  over  we'll  all  go  North  once 

more. 
Having  bravely  done  our  duty  in  the  Brooklyn  sloop- 

of-war. 

U.  &  &  BaOOKLTV. 


WHEN  THE  GREAT  REBELLIONS  OYER. 

Climbed. the  baby  on  her  knee, 
With  an  airy,  childish  grace, 
Prattled  in  her  lovely  face, 
'*  When  will  papa  come  to  me  ?** 

**  Papa  ?"  soft  the  mother  cried — 
"  Papa  I  ah  I  the  naughty  rover  I 
Sweet,  my  pet,  he'll  come  to  thee 
When  the  great  rebellion's  over!** 

'*  Mamma  once  had  rosy,  cheeks. 
Danced  and  sung  a  merry  tune ; 
Now  she  rocks  me  *neath  the  moon, 
Sits  and  sighs,  but  scarcely  speaks.'* 
Sad  the  smile  the  mother  wore— 
*'  Sweet  mamma  has  lost  her  lover, 
She  will  blush  and  sing  no  more 
Till  the  great  rebellion's  over  I 

'*  Till  the  hush  of  peace  shall  come, 
Like  a  quiet  fall  of  snow, 
And  tbe  merry  troops  shall  go 
Marching  back  to  Itearts  at  home** — 
**  Papa — home  ?'*  the  baby  lisped, 
Balmy-breathed  as  summer  clover 
'*  Yes,  my  darling,  home  at  last, 
And  the  sad  rebellion  over  I** 

Entered  at  the  open  door. 

While  the  mother  soothed  her  child. 

One  who  neither  spoke  nor  smiled. 
Standing  on  the  sunny  floor. 

Wistful  eyes  met  mournful  eyes, 
Hope  took  fli<;ht,  like  airy  plover ; 

Ah  t  poor  heart,  thou'lt  wait  iix  vain 
Till  the  great  rebellion's  over  I 

Heart,  poor  heart !  too  weak  to  save, 
Vain  your  tears-^your  longings  vain — 
Summer  winds  and  summer  rain 

Beat  already  on  his  grave  I 
From  the  flag  upon  his  breast, 

(Truer  breast  it  ne'er  shall  cover  I) 
From  its  mouldering  colors,  wet 
With  his  blood,  shaU  springs  beget 
Lily,  rose,  and  violet. 

And  a  wreath  of  purple  clover, 
With  the  flag  upon  his  breast. 

They  have  hid  away  your  lover — 
Weep  not !  wail  not  I  let  him  rest, 
Having  bravely  stood  the  test,^ 
He  shall  rank  among  the  blest, 

When  the  great  rebelUun's  over. 
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THE   MARCH  OF  THE  REGIMENT. 


BT 


"H.   H.   B." 


Here  they  come ! — ^tis  the  Twelfth,  yoa  know — 

The  colonel  is  Just  at  hand — 
The  ranks  dose  up,  to  the  measured  flow 

Of  music  cheery  and  grand. 
Olitter  on  glitter,  row  by  row, 
The  steady  bayonets,  on  they  go 

For  Ood  and  the  right  to  stand — 
Another  thousand  to  front  the  foe  I 
And  to  die — ^if  it  must  be  even  so — 

For  the  dear  old  fatherland  I 

O  trusty  and  true  I  0  gay,  warm  heart  I 

0  manly  and  earnest  brow  I 
Here,  in  the  hurrying  street,  we  part*- 

To  meet— ah  I  where  and  how  ? 
0  ready  and  staunch  I  who,  at  war^s  alarm, 
On  lonely  hill-side  and  mountaiu-farm 

Haye  left  Uie  axe  and  the  plough ! 
That  every  tear  were  a  holy  charm. 
To  guard,  with  honor,  some  head  from  harm, 

And  to  quit  some  generous  tow  1 
For,  of  valiant  heart  and  of  sturdy  arm 

Was  never  more  need  than  now. 

Never  a  nobler  mom  to  the  bold 

For  God  and  for  country^s  sake  I 
Lo  I  a  flag,  so  haughtily  unrolled 
On  a  hundred  fou^ten  fields  of  old, 

Now  flaunts  in  a  pirate^s  wake  I 
The  lion  coys  in  each  blazoned  fold, 

And  leers  on  the  blood-barred  snake  I 

0  base  and  vain  I  that,  for  grudge  and  gun. 

Could  a  century's  feud  renew — 
Could  hoard  your  hate  for  the  coward  chance 
When  a  nation  reeled  in  a  wilder  dance 

Of  death,  than  the  Switzer  drew  I 
We  have  borne  and  borne — and  may  bear  again 

With  wrong,  but  if  wrong  from  you. 

Welcome,  the  sulphury  cloud  in  the  sky  ! 

Welcome,  the  crimson  rain  I 
Act  but  the  dream  ye  dared  to  form, 
Strike  a  single  spark  ! — ^and  the  storm 
Of  serried  bayonets  sweeping  by, 

Shall  swell  to  a  hurricane  1 

0  blind  and  bitter !  that  could  not  know, 
Even  in  fight,  a  caitiff-blow, 
(Foully  dealt  on  a  hard-set  foe,) 

Ever  is  undcrwise — 
Ever  is  ghosted  with  after  fear — 
Ye  might  lessen  it — year  by  year, 

Looking,  with  fevered  eyes. 
For  sail  or  smoke  from  the  Breton  shore. 
Lest  a  land,  so  rudely  wronged  of  yore. 

In  flamy  revenge  should  rise  I 

Office  at  outcry !— ah  I  wretched  Flam  I 

Vile  Farce  of  hammer  and  prate  I 
Trade  I  bids  Darby — and  blood  I  smirks  Pam — 
Little  ween  they,  each  courtly  Sham, 

Of  the  Terror  lying  in  wait  I 
Little  wot  of  the  web  he  spins, 
Their  Tempter  in  purple,  that  darkly  grins 

«*Neath  his  stony  visor  of  state, 
0*er  Seas,  how  narrow  I — ^for,  whoso  wins, 
At  yon  base  Auction  of  Outs 'and  Ins, 


The  rule  of  his  Dearest  Hate — 
Her  point  once  flashing  athwart  her  Kin% 
And  the  reckoning,  ledgered  for  long,  begins— 
The  galling  Glories  and  envied  Sins 

SbAll  buzz  in  a  meah-Iike  fate  I 

Ay,  mate  your  meanest  I — ^ye  can  but  do 
That  permitted — when  Heaven  would  view 
How  Wrong,  telf-branded,  her  rage  must  rue 
In  wreck  and  ashes  I— ^such  scene  as  you, 

If  wise,  shall  witness  afar)—  ' 
How  Guilt,  overblown,  her  crest  heaves  hi^ 
And  dares  the  injured,  with  taunt,  to  try 

Ordeal  of  Fire  in  war— 
Blindfold  and  brazen,  on  God  doth  caD— 
Then  grasps,  in  horror,  the  glaring  ball. 

Or  treads  on  the  candent  bar  I 

Yet  a  little  I — and  men  shall  marie 
This  our  Moloch,  who  sate  so  stari^ 
(These  hundred  winters  through  godless  dark 

Grinning  o'er  death  and  shame)— 
Marking  for  murder  each  unbowed  head, 
Throned  on  his  Ghizeh  of  bones,  and  fed 
Still  with  hearts  of  the  holy  dea<^ 
Naught  but  a  Spectre  foul  and  dread. 

Naught  but  a  hideous  Name  I 
At  last ! — (ungloom^  stem  coffined  frown  I 
Rest  thee,  Gray-Steel ! — aye,  dead  Renown  I 
In  flame  and  thunder  by  field  and  town 
The  Giant-Horror  is  going  down, 

Down  to  the  Home  whence  it  earned) 

Deaf  to  the  Doom  that  waits  the  Beast, 
Still  would  ye  share  the  Harlot's  Feast, 

And  drink  of  her  blood-grimed  Cup  I 
Pause ! — the  Accursed,  on  yon  frenzied  shore, 
Buyeth  your  merchandise  never  more  I 
Mark,  'mid  the  Fiery  Dew  that  drips. 
Redder,  faster,  through  black  Eclipse, 

How  Sodom,  to-night,  riiall  sup  I 
(Thus  the  Kings,  in  Apocalypse, 
The  traders  of  souls,  and  crews  of  ships, 
Standing  afar,  with  pallid  lips — 

While  Babylon's  Smoke  goes  up  I) 

Yet,  dree  your  weird  t — though  an  hour  may  bEgH 

In  treason,  a  century's  fame — 
Trast  Greed  and  Spite !— sith  Reason  and  RigU 

Lie  cold,  with  Honor  and  Shame — 
And  learn  anon — as  on  that  dread  night 
When,  the  dead  around  and  the  deck  aflame. 
From  John  Paul's  lip  the  fierce  word  came— 

**  We  have  only  begun  to  fight  I** 

Ay,  *tis  ^t  hand !— foul  lips,  be  dumb! 
Our  Armageddon  is  yet  to  come  I 
But  cheery  bugle  and  angry  dram, 

With  volleyed  rattle  and  roar. 
And  cannon  thunder-throb,  shall  be  dromed, 
That  day,  in  a  grander,  stormier  sound— 

The  Land,  from  mountain  to  shore. 
Hurling  shackle  and  scourge  and  stake 
Back  to  their  Lender  of  pit  and  lake — 

('Twas  Topbet  leased  them  of  yore)— 
Hell,  in  her  murkiest  hold,  shall  quake, 

As  they  ring  on  the  damned  floor! 
0  mighty  Heart  f  thou  wast  long  to 
'Tis  thine,  to-morrow,  to  win  or  break 

In  a  deadlier  close  once  more — 
If  but  for  the  dear  and  glorious  sake 

Of  those  who  have  gone  beforei 
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0  Fair  and  Faithful  I  that,  sun  bj  sun, 
Slept  on  the  Add,  or  lost  or  won^ 
Children  dear  of  the  Holy  One  1 

Rest  in  your  wintiy  sod. 
Rest,  your  noble  Devoir  is  done- 
Done — and  forever  !•— ours,  to-day, 
The  dreary  drift  and  the  frozen  clay 

By  trampling  armies  trod — 
The  smoky  shroud  of  the  War-Simoon, 
The  maddened  Crime  at  bay  with  her  Doom, 

And  figliting  it,  clod  by  clod. 
O  Calm  and  Glory ! — beyond  the  gloom, 
Above  the  bayonets  bend  and  bloom 

The  lilies  and  palms  of  God. 


THK  CAPTURK   07  BVITHFIKLD,  TA. 

The  rebels  having  retired  from  Norfolk,  Virginia, 
General  Mansfield  sent  his  Aid-de-Camp,  Drake  De 
Kay,  to  reconnoitre  the  various  rivers  and  creeks  set- 
ting in  from  the  James  River. 

Captain  De  Kay  started  with  a  sail-boat  and  eight 
men,  and  examined  the  Nanseraond  River  and  Chuck- 
atuck  Creek,  and  then  proceeded  to  Smithfield  Creek. 
This  being  narrow  and  tortuous,  with  high  banks,  he 
hoisted  the  rebel  flag  and  ran  up  some  five  miles  to 
the  town  of  Smithfield.  This  town  is  situated  on  a 
hill,  stretching  back  from  the  river,  contains  some 
one  thousand  two  hundred  inhabitants,  is  very  prettily 
laid  out,  has  several  handsome  churches,  and  fine  "  old 
family  '*  homesteads. 

The  people  are  all  rank  secesh^  hardly  a  man,  wo- 
man, or  child  to  be  seen  in  the  streets  who  does  not 
scowl  at  the  Yankees.  The  negroes,  even,  did  not 
speak  to  us,  as  their  masters  had  forbidden  it,  and 
beaten  them  severely  for  doing  so.  The  whole  negro 
population  would  run  away  were  it  not  that  every  boat 
has  been  broken  up. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  town  the  rebel  flag  was  pulled 
down  on  board  the  sail-boat,  and  the  United  States 
enrigu  run  up,  to  the  horror  of  the  citizens  who  had 
come  down  to  congratulate  the  (as  they  supposed)  es- 
caped rebel  boat.  Captain  De  Kay  proceeded  on  shore 
with  his  body-guard,  sent  for  the  Mayor  and  authori- 
ties, who  called  a  jneeting  of  the  citizens.  At  this 
meeting  a  resolution  was  read,  setting  forth  **  that  the 
citizens  would  surrender  as  the  conquered  to  the  con- 
queror?, and  that  they  were  and  always  would  remain 
true  and  loyal  dtizens  of  th6  confederate  States  of 
America." 

Thereupon  Captain  De  Kay  seized  and  imprisoned 
the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Committee  —  no  resistance 
being  made  by  their  fellow-citizens,  from  the  fear  of  a 
supposed  gunboat  outside  the  bar  of  the  creek  1 

The  authorities,  left  to  themselves,  and  wisely  re- 
moved from  all  excitement,  began  now  to  see  the  error 
of  their  ways.  Visions  of  Fortress  Monroe  dungeons 
in  the  foreground,  and  handsomely  constructed  gal- 
lows, with  patent  drops,  in  the  background,  worked 
upon  their  imaginations,  so  that,  one  by  one,  and 
stoutly  contesting  point  after  point,  they  came  down 
at  last  to  Captain  De  Kay*8  simple  propositions,  which 
were: 

1.  To  surrender  the  town  and  all  public  property  to 
the  United  States  forces  unconditionally. 

2.  To  hoist  tlie  American  flag  officially  over  the 
Town  Hall,  and  protect  it  there. 

3.  To  each  and  all  take  the  oath  of  allegianoe  to  the 
United  States  of  America. 


To  this  they  came  at  last,  and  after  the  oath  the 
Mayor  (a  bitter  secesh)  nailed  up  with  his  own  hand 
the  glorious  Stars  and  Stripes. 

Lying  opposite  the  town  was  a  fine  schooner,  the 
Beauregard,  with  a  full  cargo  of  soft  coal  for  the 
Merrimac.  A  prize  crew  (one  man)  was  put  on  board, 
and  some  contrabands  to  work  her,  and  she  was  sent 
to  Fortress  Monroe  —  the  first  prize  vessel  taken  on 
James  lUver. 

Thus  Smithfield  was  captured  by  eight  men.  The 
**  supposed  gunboat  in  the  offing  **  never  appeared  1 — 
N.  Y,  Tribune,  May  28. 


ikciDiMT  OT  mi  Wbitb  Houss.  —  On  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  White  House,  Vs.,  by  the  soldiers  of  Gen. 
McClellan,  May  twelfth,  1862,  a  small  piece  of  paper, 
bearing  the  following  inscription,  was  found  pinned  on 
the  casing  of  an  inner  door: 

"  Northern  soldiers,  who  profess  to  rererence  Wash- 
ington, forbear  to  desecrate  the  house  of  his  first  mar- 
ried life,  the  property  of  his  wife,  now  owned  by  her 
descendants. 

A  grand-daughter  of  Mrs.  Washington." 

Beneath  the  inscription  was  written  the  following : 

**Ladt:  a  Northern  officer  has  protected  your 
property  in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  at  the  request  of 
your  overseer." 


A  Brilliant  Exploit. — Lieutenant-Colonel  Wood- 
son, of  the  Third  Kentucky  cavalry,  with  a  detachment 
of  eighty  Texas  Rangers,  attacked  the  enemy  near  the 
point  where  tl\e  Decatur  and  Nashville  Railroad  crosses 
Elk  River,  on  the  ninth  of-  May,  killing  several  and 
capturing  two  captains,  two  lieutenants,  forty-three 
non-cominissioned  officers  and  privates,  and  eight  ne- 
groes. Confederate  loss,  four  killed,  including  Capt. 
Harris  of  the  Rangers,  and  seven  wounded. — Mmouri 
Army  Argus,  May  18. 


Partisak  Warriors  Wanted.  —  The  confederate 
States  government  has  very  recently  passed  an  act 
legalizing  and  recommending  the  organization  of  Par- 
tisan Rangers,  and  as  that  character  of  warfare  is  doing 
good  service  for  the  country,  and  the  necessity  for 
them  is  very  great  at  this  time,  I  have,  in  connection 
with  a  number  of  other  gentleman,  determined  to  or^ 
ganize  a  corps  of  brave  spirits  who  will  go  out  and 
harass  the  enemy,  and  drive  him  from  our  soil. 

The  Northman  has  invaded  the  sacred  soil  of  old 
Tennessee,  and  that  portion  of  the  country  which  they 
have  invested  is  being  desolated  and  destroyed.  They 
insult  our  women  and  maltreat  our  old  men  —  they 
bum  our  homes  and  lay  waste  our  fields  —  they  dese- 
crate the  graves  of  our  friends  who  have  gone  to  that 
bourne  from  whence  no  traveller  returns  —  they  have 
set  aside  the  laws  of  God  and  man,  and  it  is  now  high 
time  that  we  who  have  not  taken  part  in  this  struggle 
should  gather  ourselves  to  our  tents,  and  resist  these 
Thugs  of  the  North  to  the  death. 

.    **  Let  118  itrlke,  th«B,  till  the  Uwt  armed  foe  expires, 
Strike  for  our  altara  and  our  flre»— 
Strike  for  the  green  gr  rea  of  our  ilres, 
God  and  our  native  land.** 

**  Oh  I  who  will  come  and  go  with  us,^*  and  fight 
that  we  may  be  free.  None  are  worthy  of  it  unless 
they  fight  for  it  We  propose  to  fight,  and  fight  on 
until  the  struggle  is  ended,  and  our  country  free— 
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**  And  when  the  confllel*f  over. 

Id  our  Southern  homei  well  stand, 
▲od  flng  our  leader^s  praiies 
In  Dixie's  happy  land  !*' 

And  all  those  who  are  of  the  same  mind,  and  are  able 
to  furnish  themselves  with  a  horse,  arms  and  equip- 
nientSf  can  enroll  themselves  with  Lieutenant  C.  L. 
Brown,  who  may  be  found  in  the  Walker  Block,  on 
Main  street  Come  immediately. — Memphis  Avtdanehe^ 
May  16. 


PEnRSBURGH,  May  19. — ^Eighteen  of  the  Monitors 
crew  came  ashore  at  three  o^clock  this  afternoon  at 
City  Point,  and  were  surprised  upon  landing  by  the 
confederate  pickets  and  ordered  to  surrender.  Nine 
of  them,  including  four  officers,  laid  down  their  pis- 
tols and  cutlasses.  The  others  rushed  to  the  small 
boat  and  pulled  for  the  Monitor.  Eight  of  them  were 
killed  ;  the  remaining  one  lost  an  arm.  The  Monitor 
opened  fire  with  a  heavy  gun,  and  prevented  the  cap- 
ture of  the  boat  and  the  survivor.  Nine  of  the  pris- 
oners reached  here  at  half-past  six  o'clock,  and  marched 
through  Sycamore  street  to  Gen.  Huger's  headquar- 
ters, surrounded  by  a  great  crowd.  One  of  the  offi- 
cers is  the  paymaster,  the  others  are  midshipmen. 
None  of  the  confederates  were  hurt.  —  Ru^imond 
Whig,  May  20. 

A  SINGULAR  armistice  was  agreed  upon  with  the 
gnerrillaa  in  Western  Virginia  on  May  eighteenth.  It 
was  arranged  between  Colonel  Rathbone,  of  the  Elev- 
enth Virginia  regiment,  and  Captains  Dounes,  Hays 
and  Siloot,  of  the  guerrillas,  that  hostilities  should 
cease  for  eight  days,  and  in  the  mean  time  the  rebels 
should  withdraw  from  without  our  lines,  and  in  case 
the  city  of  Richmond  was  captured  they  should  sur- 
render themselves  as  prisoners  of  war.  The  last  heard, 
of  the  rebels  they  were  up  on  the  west  fork  of  the 
Little  Kanawha  River,  going  southward. — N,  Y,  l^rMt^ 
May  29. 


INCIDXNT8  or  TOX  BATTLX  OF  FAIR  OAKS. 

Adjutant  Oliver  Edwards  returned  to  his  home  in 
this  city  on  Wednesday  morning,  having  been  granted 
a  furlough  from  General  Couch's  staff  on  account 
of  ill-hedth.  He  has  revived  rapidly  since  leaving 
Virginia,  and  hopes  to  return  in  season  for  the  next 
battle.  Adjutant  Edwards  left  the  Federal  camp  near 
Fair  Oaks  early  on  Monday  morning. 

The  men  of  the  Tenth  Massachusetts  in  camp  are 
generally  well,  and  every  one  who  is  able  to  lift  a  fin- 
ger thirsts  eagerly  for  another  fight.  They  are  now 
held  as  a  reserve  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Decker. 
Last  Sunday  afternoon  they  had  a  skirmish  with  the 
rebels,  in  which  thirty  of  our  men  were  killed  and 
wounded.  They  are  at  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines, 
in  a  very  important  position,  and  occupy  intrench- 
ments  and  rifle-pits.  Their  rations  are  rather  scanty, 
but  growing  better,  as  there  is  now  easy  transportation 
to  the  White  House  by  water,  and  from  thence  by  rail 
to  Fair  Oaks,  seven  miles  from  Richmond.  On  the 
Saturday  and  Sunday  of  the  great  battle,  the  Tenth 
regiment  was  wholly  without  food  for  thirty-six  hours, 
and  it  proves  their  pluck  and  hardihood  to  be  able  to 
fight  unflinchingly  so  long  upon  empty  stomachs. 

The  reason  given  for  the  surprise  of  General  Casey*s 
division  on  Saturday  is,  that  it  was  stationed  so  near 
the  cnemy^s  main  body  that  our  pickets  could  not  be 


thrown  out  far  in  advance,  and  the  sndden  dash  of  the 
rebels  could  not,  therefore,  be  foreseen  or  fully  pre- 
pared for.  On  the  first  day  the  entire  Union  army 
numbered  only  thirty  thousand  men,  while  the  rebels 
had  at  least  seventy-five  thousand ;  and  on  the  second 
day,  when  our  reenforcements  had  come  up,  we  were 
still  inferior  in  numbers,  having  only  fifty  thousand  to 
the  enemy's  seventy-five  thousand.  The  killed  and 
wounded  were  far  more  numerous  on  the  rebel  side  than 
ours,  and  must  reach  twelve  or  fifteen  thousand,  while 
the  Federal  loss  was  not  far  from  six  thousand.  Our 
artillery  was  admirably  served,  and  cut  through  the 
rebel  ranks  like  a  keen  scythe  through  grass.  Bat 
they  fought  well,  with  dash  and  determination,  and 
could  not  have  been  beaten  by  any  troops  upon  earth 
excepting  their  Northern  brethren.  During  the  entire 
battle  no  stragglers  at  all  from  the  Union  ranks  were 
to  be  seen  on  the  field.  Every  man  stood  up  to  his 
deadly  duties  as  he  would  to  an  ordinary  day's  work. 
Most  of  those  who  fell  dead  were  in  some  attitude  of 
loading  or  firing ;  their  brains  were  so  intent  on  their 
business  that  the  muscles  became  rigid  in  the  veiy 
posture  in  which  the  men  were  struck  down. 

Adjutant  Edwards  witnessed  the  bloodiest  p«t  of 
the  battle.  He  had  a  horse  shot  under  bim,  and  his 
clothes  were  pierced  by  rebel  bullets,  as  were  those  of 
several  other  staff-officers.  The  happiest  moment  of 
the  whole  campaign  was  when  he  met  Gen.  Sumner's 
division  approaching  from  the  Chickahominy,  and  ha^ 
ried  them  to  the  scene  of  action  upon  the  double- 
quick.  Adjutant  Edwards  was  within  twenty-five  feet 
of  the  rebel  General  Pettigrew  when  he  was  wounded 
and  fell  into  our  hands  as  a  prisoner. 

The  following  incidents  are  some  of  the  many  strik- 
ing ones  that' occurred  in  this  two  days'  ebgagetnent: 
A  member  of  the  Tenth  regiment — name  unluiown^ 
was  surrounded  by  four  rebels,  who  ordered  him  to 
surrender.  He  coolly  replied  that  "  He  rather  guess- 
ed not ;"  and  immediately  shot  one,  bayoneted  two, 
and  broke  the  skull  of  the  last  one  with  the  bott  of 
his  musket.    This  certainly  seems  Munehausenisfa. 

Captain  McFarland,  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Second 
Pennsylvania  regiment,  having  been  taken  prisoner 
by  a  party  of  six  rebels  who  were  carrying  a  wounded 
officer  to  the  rear,  very  politely  offered  to  pilot  them 
through  the  bushes,  and  carefully  brought  them  round 
among  our  own  pickets.  The  summons,  "  Who  comes 
there?"  was  answered  by  the  Captain :  ^*  A  friend,  with 
seven  prisoners."  Six  men  belonging  to  the  Sixty- 
second  New-York  regiment,  (Anderson  Zouaves,)  sev- 
eral of  whom  were  recruited  in  this  city,  hid  them- 
selves on  Saturday  in  their  own  camp,  under  some 
bushes,  and  laid  perfectly  quiet  all  night,  undiscovered 
by  the  rebel  troops,  who  had  taken  the  camp.  Next 
day,  when  our  forces  drove  the  rebels  out  with  great 
slaughter,  the  cunning  Zouaves  turned  up  all  right, 
and  captured  seven  of  the  enemy  as  prisoneis.— 
Springfidd  Rej^vblican. 


Effsct  of  Gbvxhal  Pope's  0itDiK8.~The  effect  oa 
the  Yankee  soldiers  of  General  Pope's  recent  ordeis 
to  the  '*  Army  of  the  Rappahannock  *'  is  already  be- 
ing felt  by  the  citizens  of  Culpeper.  The  paity  who 
burned  the  bridge  over  the  Rapidan  on  the  thirteenth 
took  breakfast  that  morning  at  the  bouse  of  Alexan- 
der G.  Taliaferro.  Colonel  of  the  Twenty-first  Tirpia^ 
regiment.  On  their  approach  the  Colonel  was  at 
home,  and  was  very  near  being  captived ;  but  by  good 
management  contrived  to  escape.  After  they  had 
breakfasted,  the  Yankee  ruffians  searohed  the  hoosc^ 
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took  possession  of  the  hmWy  silyer,  broke  up  the 
tableware  and  knives  and  forks,  etc.,  and  actually 
wrenched  from  Mrs.  Taliaferro's  finger  a  diamond  ring 
of  great  yalue.— i2ifiAiN0iui  Exammer^  July  2i. 


THE  BAITLSS  BEFORI  BICHMOND. 

To  tite  Editor  of  the  London  7%me»: 

Sir:  The  following  is  a  correct  list  of  military  sup- 
plies and  prisoners  taken  in  the  late  battles  before 
Richmond :  Eighty  large  guns,  two  hundred  spiked 
guns,  (destroyed,)  one  thousand  seven  hundred  mules, 
two  thousand  five  hundred  horses,  sixty^two  thousand 
stand  of  arms,  six  million  dollars'  worth  of  various 
stores,  the  balloon,  with  ail  its  tackle ;  two  migor-gene* 
rals,  six  brigadler-generals^tliirteen  colonels,  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  commissioned  officers,  eleven  thou- 
sand prisoners. 

This  statement  is  taken  from  a  private  letter  of  a 
confederate  officer,  written  to  a  friend  in  this  city. 

I  am,  sir,  yours,  etc., 
Pamb,  Aagnst  6.  ^  CoNrKDXRATB. 


The  Rebel  Steamer  Nashtillb. — A  letter  from  an 
officer  on  board  the  United  States  steamer  Daylight, 
dated  Beaufort,  N.  C,  May  second,  says : 

*^  The  steamer  Nashville  ran  the  blockade  on  the 
twenty -fourth  of  April,  and  entered  the  harbor  at  Wil- 
minpcton  by  Cape  Fear  River,  (not  by  the  new  inlet,  as 
before  stated,)  and  got  aground  inside  of  Fort  Cas- 
well, having  on  board  sixty  thousand  stand  of  arms, 
and  forty  tons  of  powder.  They  sent  steamers  from 
Wilmington  and  Smithville  to  lighten  her,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  her  off  on  the  twenty-sixth,  when 
she  proceeded  to  Smithville,  where  she  took  in  two 
lighter-loads  of  cotton,  and  ran  the  blockade  out  of 
the  harbor  on  the  thirtieth  of  April,  and  went  to 
sea."— i^osron  Traveller,  May  12. 


The  Invasion  op  Maryland. — ^The  following  ad- 
vertisement appears  in  the  Richmond  Dispatch  of  the 
twenty-first  of  May : 

Maryland  Line. — ^We  are  anxious  to  tread  once 
more  our  native  soil.  •  Expectant  hearts  await  our 
coming.  We  struggle  for  freedom  and  the  sacred 
shades  of  our  sires. 

We  invite  the  untiring  and  undaunting  to  haste  to 
rejoin  the  **  Maryland  Line,"  which  is  reenforcing  the 
heroic  "  StonewaU's "  army  in  the  valley,  and  with 
them  march  to  the  rescue  of  our  kinsmen  in  oppres- 
sion and  doubt.  Soldiers,  it  is  the  hour  for  immor- 
tality or  obloquy. 

The  will  of  the  Veteran  is  sustained  by  Omnipotence, 
and  the  blood  of  the  martyr  shall  nourish  the  Bay  Tree 
of  Liberty.  Who  falters,  sides  with  the  foe  —  who 
disdains  odds  carves  his  own  escutcheon,  which  fame 
shall  ponder  and  memory  treasure.  Soldiers,  we  chal- 
lenge you  once  more  to  the  field.  Through  the  earn- 
est solicitation  of  many  Marylanders,  Captain  Edmund 
Barry  has  accepted  an  appointment  to  lead  you  back 
to  your  homes.  Marylanders,  will  you  go  ?  Or  shall 
the  hollow  query  be  made.  Where  were  they  ?  Sons 
of  Revolutionary  sires  1  the  Goddess  of  History  is 
vigilant,  and  notes  the  actions  of  the  solemn  hour  ! 

Be  men,  and  abide  the  issue.  Our  leader  is  grown 
erey  in  the  clatter  of  arms,  and  is  eager  to  offer  his 
last,  best  tribute  a^  a  bequest  to  his  posterity.  Mary- 
landers, will  you  stand  by  him  ?  Soldiers,  will  you 
die  with  us,  for  our  rights,  and  friends,  and  homes? 


Tour  response  gives  to  the  riches  of  history  the 
cherished  reminiscences  of  traditional  affection,  or  de- 
fames the  scions  of  our  honored  ancestry. 


A  Strange  Story. — ^Tho  correspondent  of  the  Phil- 
adelphia Prets^  writing  from  Fortress  Monroe,  under 
date  of  May  twenty-first,  tells  this  singular  story : 

"  For  some  weeks  past,  a  vessel  (bark)  lias  been 
quietly  lying  at  anchor  beyond  the  fortress,  ostensibly 
for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  her  consignees 
in  New- York,  and  in  the  mean  time  sending  to  shore 
daily  for  a  number  of  contrabands  to  work  in  her 
holds,  but,  on  no  condition,  were  these  men  allowgd 
to  return  to  this  point.  This  game  was  played  on  until, 
it  is  said,  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  contrabands 
were  ferried  out  to  the  ship.  Deeming  this  about  as 
far  as  he  could  safely  go,  the  *  skipper'  'skipped* 
out  to  sea  last  night,  under  the  cover  of  darkness. 
*  Brother '  Wilder,  superintendent  of  contrabands  here, 
has  thus  been  foilld  in  bis  charitable  intentions  of  re- 
forming the  blacks,  at  least  as  regards  this  lot  of  *  cul- 
led pussons,'  who  are,  by  this  time,  far  on  their  way 
to  Cuba  or  the  West-Indies.  We  learn  that  the  fleet 
gunboat  Wam'sutta  has  been  sent  after  the  slaver,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  she  may  be  overtaken,  and  these  poor 
contrabands  returned.  The  cargo  is  made  up  of 
sprightly  lads,  worth,  in  Cuba,  from  one  thousand  two 
hundred  dollars  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  doUiun 
each. 

**  We  are  sorry  to  observe  that,  owing  to  the  em- 
bargo recently  placed  upon  naval  officers,  who  *  say 
their  mouths  are  sealed,'  we  are  not  able  to  present 
the  facts  of  the  case  well  authenticated." 

FoiTBOB  MoHBOi,  June  8. 
7b  the  Editor  of  the  JV.  Y.  Times: 

In  your  issue  of  June  second,  you  were  perfectly 
correct  in  calling  the  foolish  story  of  the  shipment  of 
negroes  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  Cuba,  to  be  sold  as 
slaves,  *'  a  ridiculods  invention,  well  calculated  to  do 
mischief"  It  is  unnecessary  to  assure  any  man  in  his 
senses  that  such  a  thing  coul^  not  possibly  be  done 
without  the  active  sympathy  and  cooperation  of  the 
authorities  at  this  post.  We  have  had  but  one  in- 
stance of  kidnapping  since  the  present  superintendent 
has  had  charge  of  the  contrabands,  and  that  was  on 
one  of  the  United  States  ships,  and  is  at  the  present 
time  undergoinjE;  investigation  in  Washington. 

It  seems  incredible  that  any  well-informed  corre- 
spondent could  be  so  far  imposed  upon  as  to  give  pub- 
licity to  a  statement  so  devoid  of  all  elements  of  prob- 
ability, and  so  evidently  the  offspring  of  malice  and 
wickedness.  G.  B.  Wilder. 

Bnperintendent  of  Contrabands. 


BuRTAL  OF  Deceased  Soldiers.  —  The  manner  in 
which  the  interment  of  deceased  soldiers  is  carried  on 
in  the  vicinity  of  Richmond,  is  a  disgrace,  not  only  to 
those  concerned,  but  those  having  authority  in  such 
matters.  We  have  it  on  the  authority  of  a  gentleman, 
an  officer  of  the  army,  who  has  visited  Oak  wood  Cem- 
etery, that  the  coffins  are  often  piled  in  two  and  three 
deep,  in  one  excavation  and  thus  covered  up,  of  course, 
rendering  it  out  of  the  question  for  an  inquiring  rela- 
tive to  recognize  and  reclaim  a  corpse. 

Recently  the  gentleman  above  referred  to  passed  the 
cemetery,  and,  seeing  the  brutal  work  going  on,  asked: 
"  Is  that  the  way  Virginia  disposes  of  the  soldiers  of 
the  Confederacy  ?  Has  she  not  got  soil  enough  to  fur- 
nish them  each  with  separate,  distinct  burial  ?**  The 
man  in  charge  replied :  "Is  it  any  of  your  business? 
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Tou  attend  to  your  own  business,  and  I  will  attend  to 
mine/*  Surely,  the  man  who  dies  in  defence  of  his 
country  is  entitled  to  an  honored  grave  beneath  its 
soil.  If  the  authorities  will  not  look  to  the  matter  the 
personal  friends  of  the  deceased  should.  We  under- 
stand that  the  burial  of  deceased  soldiers  is  in  the 
hands  of  a  pared  of  German  undertakers,  instead  of 
being  Touchsafed  to  the  respectable  undertakers  of  the 
citj/y  who,  from  a  regard  for  the  cause,  would  discharge 
the  duty  at  least  with  decency  and  humanity. — Bieh- 
mond  Examinery  July  26. 

When  Commander  Davis  took  possession  of  Fort 
Pillow  after  its  evacuation  by  the  rebel  garrison,  the 
following  letter  was  found  lying  on  a  table  in  the  offi- 
cers^ quarters : 

**FoBT  PuidOw,  TanL 
7b  the  first  Yankee  who  reads  this: 

I  present  this  table  not  as  a  manifestation  of  friend- 
ship, yet  I  entertain  no  personal  aniSiosity  to  him,  but 
because  I  can't  transport  it.  After  six  weeks*  bom- 
bardment, without  doing  us  any  harm  whatever,  I 
know  you  will  exult  over  the  occupation,  of  this  place, 
but  our  evacuation  will  hurt  you  from  another  point 
with  disastrous  effect.  live  millions  white  men  fight- 
ing to  be  relieved  from  oppression  will  never  be  con- 
quered by  twenty  millions  actuated  by  malice  and 
pecuniary  gi|in,  mark  that  We  have  the  science,  en- 
ergy and  vigor,  with  the  help  of  God,  to  extricate  our- 
selves fVom  this  horrible  and  unnatural  difficulty 
pressed  upon  us  by  the  North ;  the  day  of  retribution 
is  approaching,  and  will  fall  upon  you  deadly  as  a  bolt 
from  h^ven ;  may  your  sojourn  at  this  place  be  of 
few  days  and  full  of  trouble. 

(Simed)  W.  J.  Scott, 

Beoond  LTeotcnant  Flfst  Battalion  0.  8.  Infai)try,  Commanding 

Detachment. 

"  Second  June,  year  of  our  Lord,  1862." 


A  Heroins. — ^A  correspondent  of  the  Altoona  (Fa.) 
Register,  writing  from  Broadtop  City,  Huntingdon 
County,  says  he  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting,  at  a  place 
called  Dudley,  a  woman  named  Mary  Owens,  who  had 
just  returned  from  the  army  in  full  uniform.  This 
remarkable  woman  accompanied  her  husband  to  the 
army,  and  fought  by  his  side  until  he  fell.  She  was 
in  the  service  eighteen  months,  and  took  part  in  three 
battles,  and  was  wounded  twice ;  first  in  the  face  above 
the  right  eye,  and  then  in  her  arm,  which  required  her 
to  be  taken  to  the  hospital,  where  she  confessed  the 
deception. 

She  had  enlisted  in  Danville,  Montour  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, under  the  name  of  John  Evans,  and  gives  as 
her  reason  for  this  romantic  undertaking,  the  fact  that 
her  father  was  uncompromising  in  his  hostility  to  her 
marriage  with  Mr.  Owens,  threatening  violence  in  case 
she  disobeyed  his  commands ;  whereupon,  after  having 
been  secretly  married,  she  donned  the  United  States 
uniform,  enlisted  in  the  same  company  with  her  hus- 
band, endured  all  the  hardships  of  the  camp,  the  dan- 
gers of  the  battle-field,  saw  her  husband  fall  dead  by 
her  side,  and  is  now  wounded  and  a  widow.  Mrs. 
Owens  looks  young,  is  rather  pretty,  and  is  the  heroine 
of  the  neighborhood.    She  is  of  Welsh  parentage. 


Southern  MANurAcniRES.— The  Georgia  Salt  Man- 
ufacturing Company  is  about  to  be  permanently  or- 
ganized. The  Atlanta  Intelligenoer  says  that  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  organization,  made  to  a  meeting 
in  Augusta  two  or  three  days  ago,  recommends  that 
a  capital  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  raised  in 


shares  of  twenty-five  dollars  each ;  that  the  books  of 
subscription  be  closed  on  the  first  of  June,  provided 
fifty  thousand  dollars  be  subscribed  prior  to  that  time, 
and  operations  to  commence  when  that  sum  is  raiied ; 
that  no  subscription  is  good  till  the  money  is  paid  m ; 
that  a  board  of  directors  to  consist  of  twelve  shall  de* 
tennine  the  salaries  «of  the  officers,  etc.  The  report 
was  adopted,  and  the  organization  will  be  made  pe^ 
manent — Richmond  Enquirer,  June  6. 


How  Roger  A.  Prtor  was  CAnuRxo  and  es- 
caped.— ^A  letter  to  the  Charleston  Courier,  writteo 
from  the  field  in  Vir^nia,  after  the  battles  with  Pope's 
army,  near  Manassas,  (August,  1862,)  says: 

**Brig.-6en.  Roger  A.  P^or,  during  the  day,  hid 
the  mittortune  to  be  taken  a  prisoner,  but  the  con«- 
spondinff  good  fortune  to  escape. 

**  He  had  started  off  on  foot  to  call  up  two  or  three 
regiments  for  reenforcements,  and  on  lus  return  fooiMl 
his  command  moved  from  the  position  in  which  be 
had  left  it.  Thinking  it  had  gone  ahead,  he  too  west 
on,  wondering  all  the  time  where  his  men  were,  ootil 
he  suddenly  encountered  two  Yankee  soldiers,  Mtting 
at  the  foot  of  a  hay-rick.  His  uniform  being  covereii 
by  a  Mexican  poncho,  they  did  not  observe  that  be 
was  not  one  of  their  own  men,  nor  was  there  any  made 
visible  upon  his  person  to  indicate  that  he  was  an 
officer. 

**They  accordingly  familiarly  inquired  how  eveiy 
thing  was  going  on  in  front  He  replied  very  well; 
and  in  the  conversation  which  ensued,  learned  that  be 
was  a  mile  and  a  half  within  the  Federal  iiues.  They 
asked  him  numerous  questions,  under  some  of  whicb 
he  began  to  quake  and  grow  uneasy,  fearing  bis  Id- 
ability,  good  lawyer  though  he  is,  to  cope  succetisfullj 
with  a  cross-examination  of  such  a  dangerous  charac- 
ter. He  accordingly  began  to  look  about  him  to  di»- 
cover  some  means  of  escape.  There  was  apparentlT 
none.  He  observed  standing  near  him,  however,  the 
two  muskets  of  the  men,  one  of  them  with  a  hayoDet 
and  the  other  without 

**  The  colloquy  had  not  proceeded  much  farther  be- 
fore one  of  them,  looking  at  him  keenly,  asked  him 
to  what  regiment,  brigade  and  division  he  belonged, 
and,  as  Pryor  hesitat^  and  stammered  out  hid  replj, 
the  Yankee  sprang  to  his  feet  and  exdaimed :  *  Yoa 

are  a rebel,  and  my  prisoner.'    In  an  instant  the 

General,  who  is  a  powerful  man  and  as  active  as  a 
squirrel,  seized  the  gun  with  the  bayonet,  and,  before 
his  antagonist  could  turn,  ran  him  through  the  bodr 
twice.  The  other  now  jumped  to  his  feet,  apparently 
as  if  to  escape,  but  ho  also  received  from  Pryor  a 
lunge  that  left  him  helpless  on  the  field.  Throwing 
down  the  musket,  the  Oieneral  moved  rapidly  away  in 
the  direction  from  whence  he  came,  and  after  dodging 
Federal  stragglers  for  an  hour  or  two,  bad  the  satis- 
faction of  finally  regaining  his  command. 

**  Anxious  to  know  the  fate  of  the  two  men  whom 
he  had  so  summarily  disposed  of,  he  sent  one  of  bis 
aids  the  next  day  to  examine  the  hospitals  in  that 
neighborhood,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  any 
men  were  present  wounded  with  a  bayonet  The  aid 
returned  with  the  information  that  he  had  found  one  so 
injured.  Whereupon  Pryor  mounted  his  bonpe  and 
went  in  person  to  see  him.  The  man  was  asleep  vhea 
he  entered  the  hospital,  but  the  surgeon  awoke  him,  aad 
the  General  asked  if  he  recognized  hioL  *  Yea,  fir,  I 
do,'  was  the  reply.  *  You're  the  man  who  stuck  me.' 
The  wounded  man  was  not  leas  surprised  wbco  be 
learned  that  the  author  of  hia  miseiy  was  the  redoaht* 
able  Roger  A.  Pryor.*' 


RUMORS  AND  INCIDENTS. 
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JuLy  9. — ^At  a  meeting  of  the  Directors  of  the  Amer- 
ican Express  Company,  held  at  New-Tork,  it  was  unan- 
imously 

Resolved^  That  any  of  our  present  employees,  who 
may  promptly  enlist  under  the  recent  cidl  for  troops, 
shsll  continue  to  receive  one  half  of  their  pay  during 
the  term  of  their  service  in  the  war,  and  their  situa- 
tions restored  to  them  on  their  return. 

Two  thousand  men  are  in  the  regular  employ  of  this 
company,  at  an  average  salary  of  over  six  hundred 
dollars  per  annum. 


Captain  Db  Eat'b  Exploit. — One  of  the  neatest  ex- 
ploits  of  the  Norfolk  campaign  was  performed  by  Capt. 
Drake  De  Kay,  of  Gen.  Mansfield's  stafif,  while  awaiting 
the  General's  arrival  at  a  house  called  Moore's  Ranch, 
a  kind  of  summer  hotel  kept  by  a  roan  named  Moore, 
at  Ocean  View,  the  place  of  debarkation.     All  the 
white  men  and  most  of  the  women  of  this  vicinity  had 
fled — it  was  said  by  those  they  had  left  behind,  to  the 
woods,  to  prevent  being  forced  into  the  rebel  service. 
Captain  De  Kay,  while  supper  was  being  prepared, 
mounted  his  horse  and  determined  to  explore  the 
country,  followed  only  by  his  negro  servant.    As  be 
was  passing  a  swamp  toward  evening,  he  came  sud- 
denly upon  seven  of  the  secession  troops,  who  were 
lurking  by  the  roadside,  and  were  armed  with  double- 
barrelled  guns.    The  Captain  turned  and  shouted  to 
his  (imagin^y)  company  to  prepare  to  charge,  and 
then  riding  forward  rapidly,  revolver  in  band,  told  the 
men  they  were  his  prisoners,  as  his  cavalry  would  soon 
be  upon  them,  ordered  them  to  discharge  their  pieces 
and  deliver  them  to  him,  which  they  did  without  de- 
lay. He  then  informed  them  that  his  only  **  company  ** 
was  his  negro  servant,  and  directed  them  to  follow 
him  into  camp.     An  hour  later,  just  after  Crcn.  Wool 
had  returned  from  Norfolk,  the  Captain  rode  to  the 
beach  and  informed  Col.  Cram,  as  chief  of  the  Gener- 
al^s  staff,  that  the  seven  prisoners,  whom  he  had 
marched  to  the  beach,  were  at  his  disposal. — Neuh  York 
Timet,  May  13. 


Jackson,  Miss.,  J\ily  24. — Lieut  -Col.  Ferguson,  of 
Starke's  cavalry,  with  two  companies  and  a  field  bat- 
tery, has  captured  and  destroyed  a  Federal  mail  steam- 
er at  Skipwith's  Landing,  eighty  miles  above  Vicks- 
burgh.  Col.  Fei^uson  succeeded  in  obtuning  posses- 
sion of  the  mail-bag  from  the  ship  Richmond,  en  route 
for  Washington.  The  contents  are  highly  interesting. 
Yankee  letters  admit  the  impossibility  of  capturing 
Vicksburgh  without  an  immense  land  force,  and  admit 
that  the  Arkansas  whipped  them.  They  evince  great 
terror  of  the  Arkansas.  Her  appearance  round  the 
bend  this  morning  was  the  signal  for  a  general  stam- 
pede. The  bombarding  continued  slowly  to-day. — 
JHchmond  Examiner^  July  26. 


without  meting  out  to  him  his  just  dues  under  military 
orders,  deponent  saith  not.  —  St.  Louis  Bepublican, 
September  18. 


Knoxtilli,  July  24. — Col.  John  H.  Morgan  sends 
by  special  courier  to  the  headquarters  of  Tennessee, 
a  despatch  dated  Georgetown,  Ky.,  nineteenth  instant 

He  states  that  he  had  taken  eleven  cities  and  towns, 
with  a  very  heavy  amount  of  army  stores,  and  that  he 
has  a  force  sufficient  to  hold  all  the  country  outside  of 
Lexington  and  Frankfort,  which  places  are  chiefly 
garrisoned  by  home  guards. — Pdereburgh  Exprite, 
July  26. 

Thk  Nashville  Union  says  that  on  Tuesday  night, 
July  22,  Col.  Haggard's  Fifth  Kentucky  cavalry,  who 
had  been  in  pursuit  of  the  guerrillas  for  several  days, 
came  within  one  mile  of  Forrest's  banditti,  on  the  Mur- 
freesboro  road,  thirteen  miles  from  that  city,  when  the 
whole  gang  of  rebel  horse-thieves,  chickcn-stealers^ 
house-breakers,  and  assassins,  cut  and  run  like  quar- 
ter-horses. The  last  seen  of  them,  Forrest  was  leaning 
over  his  horse's  neck  whipping  for  dear  life,  while  his 
men  were  dropping  pistols,  shot-guns,  canteens,  green 
apples  and  stolen  chickens  along  the  road.  When  last 
seen  they  were  stUl  running. 


St.  LoniB,  Mo.,  September  18  —-Information  reached 
here  by  the  North  Missouri  train  last  night  tliat  the  guer- 
r  11a  chief  Poindexter  escaped  from  Hudson  yesterday 
morning.  To  some  it  is  not  a  matter  of  surprise.  It 
was  feared  that  **  a  way  would  be  made  for  his  escape," 
and  it  is  now  reported  that  the  officers  in  charge  of 
him  took  the  irons  off  him,  and  sent  hin  out  on  some 
pretext  with  two  guards,  upon  whom  he  played  the 
*'  played-out  *'  trick  of  throwing  red  pepper  in  their 
eyes,  and  ran  off.  This  is  the  whole  story  in  a  few 
words.    Why  he  has  been  kept  this  long  at  Hudson 


Richmond,  July  26. — A  few  nights  ago,  at  the  great 
"  Union  "  meeting  in  New-York,  Dr.  Francis  Lieber, 
a  renegade  from  his  adopted  State,  South-Carolina, 
made  a  flaming  speech,  calling  for  the  subjugation  of 
the  South.  Two  weeks  before,  his  son,  Charles  Lie- 
ber, a  brave  confederate  soldier,  fell  by  a  Yankee  bul- 
let, while  charging  a  Yankee  battery.  His  remains 
were  sent  to  South-Carolina. — Richmond  Dispatch, 
July  26. 


Nsw-Orl^ks,  La. — A  Mr.  Matthews,  who  got 
through  the  rebel  lines  into  Gen.  Banks's  department, 
says  that  at  Shreveport,  La.,  a  tavern-keeper's  wife 
assured  him  that  ^  Mr.  Lincoln  kept  himself  shut  up 
in  an  iron  cage,  and  did  not  allow  any  one  but  Mrs. 
Lincoln  and  Mr.  Seward  to  see  him  —  because  he  was 
afraid  of  being  killed." — Detroit  Advertiser. 


Fexalx  Patriotism. — Mrs.  Sarah  Spencer,  of  Mid- 
dletown,  Ct,  has  procured  two  substitutes — one  for 
herself  and  one  for  her  niece,  paying  each  fifty  dollars 
extra  bounty. 

Nkw-York,  August  3. —  Secretary  Stanton  is  cred- 
ited with  the  saying  that  a  draft  will  be  made  by  way 
of  asserting  the  national  majesty.  To  draft  will  be  aU 
right,  but  the  best  way  to  assert  the  national  majesty 
would  be  to  conquer  the  enemy,  to  do  which  twice 
over  the  country  has  furnished  government  with  men 
and  money  enough. — Neto-  York  Commercial. 


Jamxs  Lxonard,  of  Upper  Gilmanton,  N.  H.,  who 
had  been  rejected  as  a  volunteer  on  account  of  hia 
being  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  says :  "After  accept- 
ing several  men  over  forty-five  years  of  age,  and  sev- 
er^ infants,  such  as  a  man  like  me  could  whip  a  dozen 
of,  I  was  rejected  because  I  had  the  honesty  to  ac- 
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knowledge  I  was  more  than  forty-five  yean  of  age. 
Tlie  mustering  officer  was  a  very  good-looking  man, 
about  thirty-five  years  old,  but  I  guess  I  can  run  faster 
and  jump  higher  than  he ;  also  take  him  down,  whip 
him,  endure  more  hardships,  and  kill  three  rebels  to 
his  one.*^ — New-Hamp^ire  Statesman. 


A%  the  battle  of  Hanover  Court-House,  Ya.,  two 
Beigeants  met  in  the  woods ;  each  drew  his  knife,  and 
the  two  bodies  were  found  together,  each  with  a  knife 
buried  in  it  to  the  hilt.  Some  men  had  a  cool  way  of 
disposing  of  prisoners.  One,  an  officer  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Ninth,  well  known  in  Boston  as  a  professor 
of  muscular  Christianity,  better  known  as  **  the  child 
of  the  regiment,"  while  rushing  through  the  woods  at 
the  head  of  his  company,  came  upon  a  rebel  Seizing 
the  *'  grey  buck"  by  the  collar,  he  threw  him  over  his 
shoulder,  with  "Pick  him  up,  somebody."  A  little 
Yankee,  marching  down  by  the  side  of  a  fence  which 
skirted  the  woods,  came  upon  a  strapping  secesh,  who 
attempted  to  seize  and  pull  him  over  the  rails,  but  the 
little  one  had  too  much  science.  A  blow  with  the  butt 
of  a  musket  levelled  secesh  to  the  ground  and  made 
him  a  prisoner,  l^ere  were  many  marvellous  escapes. 
^-Boston  Traraeript^  June  14. 


EPIORAM. 

Whilst  Butler  plays  his  silly  pranks, 
And  closes  up  New-Orleans  banks. 
Our  Stonewall  Jackson,  with  more  cunning. 
Keeps  Yankee  Banks  forever  running. 

-^Charluton  Mtrewry. 

Disturbing  an  Orator. — ^The  Corinth  correspond- 
ent of  the  Cincinnati  Oaxette  tells  this  story : 

When  our  lines  advanced  toward  Corinth  on  the 
twenty-eighth,  a  battery  was  planted  on  an  eminence 
commanding  a  considenU)le  portion  of.  the  country,  but 
completely  shrouded  from  view  by  a  dense  thicket. 
Scouts  were  sent  out  to  discover  the  exac^pomtion  of 
the  rebels,  and  were  but  a  short  distance  in  advance, 
to  give  a  signal  as  to  the  direction  to  fire,  if  any  were 
discovered. 

One  of  the  rebel  commanders,  unaware  of  our  pres- 
ence, called  around  him  a  brigade  and  commenced 
addressing  them  in  something  like  the  following 
strain : 

"  Sons  'of  the  South :  We  are  here  to  defend  our 
homes,  our  wives  and  daughters,  against  the  horde  of 
vandals  who  have  come  here  to  possess  the  first  and 
violate  the  last  Here  upon  this  sacred  soil,  we  have 
assembled  to  drive  back  the  Northern  invaders — drive 
them  into  the  Tennessee.  Will  you  follow  me  ?  If 
we  cannot  hold  this  place  we  can  defend  no  spot  of 
oar  Confederacy.  Shall  we  drive  the  invaders  back, 
and  strike  to  death  the  men  who  would  desecrate  our 
homes?  Is  there  a  man  so  base  among  those  who 
hear  me  as  to  retreat  from  the  contemptible  foe  before 
us?    I  will  never  blanch  before  their  fire,  nor " 

At  this  interesting  period  the  signal  was  given,  and 
six  shells  fell  in  the  vicinity  of  the  gallant  officer  and 
his  men,  who  suddenly  forgot  their  fiery  resolves,  and 
fled  in  confusion  to  their  breastworks. 


General  Rousseau  relates  the  foUowing  incident 
In  a  letter  from  Shiloh : 
Two  days  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh  I  walked  into 


the  hospital  tent  on  the  ground  where  the  fiercest 
contest  had  token  place,  and  where  many  of  our  men 
and  those  of  the  enemy  had  fallen.  The  hospital  wis 
exclusively  for  the  wounded  rebels,  and  they  were  laid 
thickly  around.  Many  of  them  were  Kentuckians,  (^ 
Breckinridge's  command.  As  I  stepped  into  the  tent, 
and  spoke  to  some  one,  I  was  addreSMd  by  a  voice, 
the  childish  tone  of  which  arrested  my  attention: 
**  That's  Oeneral  Rousseau  I  .  Oeneral,  I  knew  yoor 
son  Dickey.  Where  is  Dick  ?  I  knew  him  very  w'eU.'' 
Turning  to  him,  I  saw  stretched  on  the  ground  a  hand- 
some boy  about  sixteen  years  of  age.  His  face  was  a 
bright  one,  but  the  hectic  glow  and  flush  on  the  cheeks, 
his  restless  manner,  and  his  grasping  and  catching  his 
breath  as  he  spoke,  alarmed  me.  I  knelt  by  his  side 
and  pressed  his  fevered  brow  with  my  hand,  and 
would  have  taken  the  child  into  my  arms',  if  I  could. 
"  And  who  are  you,  my  son  ?  "  said  I.  "  Whv,  I  am 
Eddy  McFadden,  from  Louisville,**  was  >he  reply.  "  I 
know  you.  General,  and  I  know  your  son  Dick.  Fre 
played  with  him.  Where  is  Dick?*'  I  thought  of 
my  own  dear  boy,  of  what  might  have  befallen  him; 
that  he,  too,  deluded  by  villains,  might,  like  this  poor 
boy,  have  been  mortally  wounded,  among  strangers,  and 
left  to  die.  My  heart  bled  for  the  poor  child ;  for  he  ms 
a  child ;  my  manhood  gave  way,  and  burning  tears  at- 
tested, in  spite  of  me,  my  intense  suffering.  I  asked  him 
of  his  father ;  he  had  no  father.  Your  mother  ?  He  had 
no  mother.  Brothers  and  sisters  ?  '*  I  have  a  brother,** 
said  he.  **  I  never  knew  what  soldiering  was.  I  was 
but  a  boy,  and  they  got  me  off  down  here.*'  He  was 
shot  through  the  shoulder  and  lungs.  I  asked  bun 
what  ho  needed.  He  said  he  was  cold  and  the  ground 
was  hard.  I  had  no  tent  nor  blankets ;  our  baggage 
was  all  in  the  rear  at  Savannah.  But  I  sent  the  poor 
boy  my  saddle-blanket,  and  returned  the  next  morn- 
ing with  lemons  for  him  and  the  rest ;  but  his  brother, 
in  the  Second  Kentucky  regiment,  had  taken  him  orer 
to  his  regiment  to  nurse  him.  I  never  saw  the  diiki 
again.  He  died  in  a  day  or  two.  Peace  to  his  aaben 
I  never  think  of  this  incident  that  I  do  not  fill  up  as 
if  he  were  my  own  child. 


Skedaddle. — ^The  American  war  has  introduced  a 
new  and  arousing  word.  A  Northerner  who  retreats 
*'  retires  upon  his  supports  ;**  but  a  Southerner  is  sud 
to  **  skedaddle.*'  The  Jlmee  remarked  on  the  word, 
and  Lord  Hill  wrote  a  short  note  to  prove  that  it  was 
excellent  Scotch.  The  Americans  only  misapply  the 
word,  which  means,  in  Dumfries,  "  to  spill  ** — ^milk- 
maids, for  example,  saying,  vou  are  "skedaddling* 
all  that  milk.  The  fimee  and  Lord  Hill  are  both 
wrong,  for  the  word  is  neither  new  nor  in  any  way 
misapplied.  The  word  u  very  fair  Greek,  the  root 
being  that  of  *' skedannumi,"  to  disperse,  to  **reiiie 
tumultuously,*'  and  it  was  probably  set  afloat  by  sods 
professor  of  Harvard.  —Ltrndom  apeiatot. 


wnift  shall  be  done  for  jefp  datu? 

Weave  him  a  mantle  of  burning  shame ! 
Stamp  on  His  forehead  that  dr«idful  name 
Which  deeds  like  his  inscribe  in  blood; 
A  Traitor  to  man  I  a  Traitor  to  God  I 

Phut  him  a  crown,  of  the  flower  that  cornel 
In  the  ashes  that  Ue  o*er  buried  homes  I 
Let  his  sceptre  be,  the  smoking  brand 
Which  his  fiat  sent  throughout  the  land  I 
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Let  his  pnana  be  the  bitter  cries 
Prom  millioDS  of  anguished  hearts  that  riso, 
Both  daj  and  night  to  that  listening  ear, 
Which  e^er  stoops  their  plaints  to  bear. 

*Mid  the  ruin  dire,  his  hands  have  wrought, 

Let  him  find  the  ^rone^  he  long  has  sought ; 

While  starring  crowds,  in  hoarse  notes  nng, 

Kot  Cotton,  but  grim  old  Death,  is  King  I 

Raw-Toax,  May  89, 1802.  M.  A. 

-~Jfmo-  Torh  Swprut, 


CHAaLiSTON,  S.  0.  JtUy  16. — On  Wednesday  last 
the  pickets  of  the  Eutaw  Battalion  entered  Legare^s, 
the  enemy  having — to  use  their  own  expressive  term 
— ^*  skedaddled  *'  the  day  previous.  The  first  feature 
meeting  the  eyes  of  the  advancing  confederates  was  a 
number  of  mock  sentinels  stationed  at  intervals  along 
the  road.  The  dummies  were  neatly  manufactured  out 
of  old  clothes,  and,  with  the  addition  of  damaged  gun- 
stocks,  looked  quite  the  martial  Yankee.  They  were 
doubtless  posted  on  the  road  with  the  hope  of  frighten- 
ing off  the  confederate  pickets.  Of  course  the  country- 
men of  Bamum  did  not  succeed  with  their  little  hum- 
bug. Our  pickets  found  the  deserted  encampment 
covered  with  fragments  of  commissary  stores ;  there 
were  thousands  of  empty  bottles,  boxes,  tin  cans,  etc 
The  rogues  had  undoubtedly  been  living  luxuriously. 

What  was  more  interesting,  however,  our  men 
captured  a  large  quantity  of  Yankee  letters,  docu- 
ments and  newspapers.  The  walls  of  the  houses  at 
Legare*s  were  variously  inscribed,  roost  of  the  lan- 
guage being  too  indecent  for  repetition  here.  Ap- 
peals were  frequently  made  to  the  victorious  con 
federates  thus,  **  Now,  boys,  don't  give  up  the  Old 
Flag,**  or  "  Boys,  we  are  not  fighting  about  the  nig- 
ger, but  for  the  Old  Flag  and  the  Old  CTnion.*'  Some 
facetious  rogue  indulged  in  the  following :  We  had 
our  whisky  on  the  Fourth  of  July ;  say,  Secesh,  how 
about  your  whisky  on  the  Fourth?"  Another  un- 
daunted individual  gave  vent  to  his  feeling  in  this 
style: 

"  Chivalrie  8auihemer§ — Dear  Sirs:  As  the  hot 
season  is  at  hand,  you  do  not  appear  to  be  resorting 
to  the  usual  fashionable  resorts  of  the  summer,  we, 
the  army  of  liberty,  have  concluded  to  withdraw  from 
your  marshes,  and  leave  you  to  enjoy,  as  best  yon  can, 
until  weather  sets  in  next  fall,  when  we  shall  return 
and  spend  the  winter  season  in  your  noble  city  near 
Sumter.*' 

The  following  lines  of  doggerel  were  scribbled  on 
one  of  the  walls.  The  runaway  writer  has  some  fun 
m  him,  and  we  can  almost  forgive  the  hasty  manner 
in  which  he  left  our  shores  without  vi»ting  Charles- 
Um: 

TWBNTT-EiaHTH   OF   JUNE  —  OOOD-BTI. 
Aia  —  Mary  Slans. 

Oh  1  farewell,  Carolinians, 
We  are  going  far  away ; 
I>on*t  cry — we'U  soon  be  back, 

Another  game  to  play. 
Chobus— Oh !  farewell  I  oh  I  farewell  I 
Our  parting's  full  of  pain ; 
But  do  take  care  yourselves,  my  dears. 
We  are  coming  back  again. 

Tour  swampy  land's  too  hot  for  us. 

We  are  going  off  to  cool ; 
But  never  mind,  our  Monitor 

Will  put  you  all  to  schooL 


When  last  you  saw  a  tUver  <itm«, 

The  truth  it  must  be  said ; 
To  search  your  empty  pockets,  boys, 

They'll  answer  *^  nary  red." 

We've  tried  to  eat  your  beef,  boys. 

It  was  too  tough  and  dry — 
It  matched  your  biscuits  made  of  com. 

Your  coffee  made  of  rye.  ^ 

What  think  you  of  Jeff  Davis  now— 

Now  wasn't  he  a  fool 
To  stuff  his  ears  with  Cotton^  hoys, 

And  trust  to  Johnny  BuUf 

You  thought  the  French  would  help  you, 
But  that,  too,  was  ^"no  go;^^ 
"  Nap  "  has  other  fish  to  fry. 
Way  down  in  Mexico. 

Oh !  when  we  meet  again,  my  boys, 
There'll  be  a  pretty  mu«  ;  ^ 

Don't  cry,  you've  not  seen  the  last 
Of  our  green  flag  and  ia. 

The  Yankee  newspapers  captured  are  not  of  very 
late  date,  and  it  would  be  useless,  therefore,  to  make 
extracts  from  them.  They  are  redolent  with  magni- 
ficent Federal  victories,  in  every  one  of  which  there 
are  accounts  of  *'  splendid  bayonet-charges  '*  upon  the 
rebels.  The  Boston  Herald  of  June  second  announces 
the  capture  of  Vicksburgh  and  Little  Rock,  and  the 
flight  of  the  Governor  of  Arkansas  into  Mississippi.  A 
graphic  picture  in  Frank  Leslie's  represents  Beaure- 
gard watering  his  horse  in  hell.  It  was  engraved 
af^r  one  of  the  numerous  Federal  reports  of  the  death 
of  our  hero.  -J-Charleeton  Couri&r^Jnfy  Ifi. 

A  Wat  07  Disoracimo  Soldibbs. — ^The  Nashville 
Union  gives  an  account  of  a  military  procession  which 
passed  through  the  streets  of  Nashville,  exciUng  the 
pity  of  some  and  the  derision  of  others.  Some  fifty 
Federal  soldiers,  who  had  been  captured  and  paroled 
by  the  guerrillas  at  various  times,  under  circumstances 
not  at  all  creditable  to  the  prisoners,  were  collected 
by  order  of  General  Rosecrans,  and  adorned  with 
night-cape,  with  red  tassels  in  the  centre,  and  in  this 
outre  uniform  paraded  through  the  streets,  to  the 
roll  of  the  drum,  "  And  the  shrill  squeaking  of  the 
wry-necked  fife,"  before  the  gaze  of  admiring  thou- 
sands, who  cheered  them  on  thei*  "  winding  way." 
No  doubt  a  strict  enforcement  of  military  discipline 
would  have  condemned  many  of  these  soldiers  to 
death  for  their  pusillanimous  behavior. 


How  Traitors  arb  trbated  in  Iowa. — ^A  very 
ludicrous  scene  took  place  last  Saturday.  It  had  been 
arranged  that  a  lodge  of  the  Golden  Syrup  order  should 
be  organized ;  a  house  was  engaged  and  speakers  from 
Marion  and  Otter  Creek  Townships  provided  to  be  on 
hand  to  give  the  faithful  a  good  sermon  on  the  beau- 
ties of  the  peculiar  institution.  The  Marion  speakers, 
however,  failed  to  come  to  time,  but  Mr.  James 
Thomas,  of  Otter  Creek,  was  "  thar,"  and  found  a 
much  larger  crowd  than  he  expected  to  meet  in  such 
a  strong  Republican  precinct,  but  not  doubting  they 
were  aU  of  the  faithful,  he  proceeded  to  make  the 
speech  of  the  occasion.  He  abused  Lincoln,  pitched 
into  Congress  and  the  CabUiet,  and  showed  such  unmis- 
takable sympathy  with  treason  and  rebellion  that  a 
cry  of  **  hang  him,"  '*  bring  a  rope/'  etc.,  was  soon 
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raised.  A  rope  was  brought;  Ur.  Thomaa  was  re- 
quested to  say  his  last  words.  By  goo<i  management, 
however,  he  got  near  the  door,  and  ejaculating  a  prayer 
of  "  legs  do  your  duty,"  he  broke  for  the  prairie,  fifty 
or  more  excited  men  in  pursuit  Down  the  ravine, 
over  the  knolls,  through  sloushs,  toward  the  banks  of 
the  Cedar,  but  Thomas  beat  them  all,  and  as  his  pur- 
suers neared  the  river-banks  they  heard  something  go 
"  ker  chug"  into  the  water  with  a  grunt  like  a  very 
large  bull-frog  when  scared  off  a  log.  Thomas  had  es- 
caped, and  put  the  river  between  himself  and  danger. 
— Lifin  County  BegUter^  July  25. 


An  Eleot. — ^The  following  lines  were  written  by  a 
soldier  in  the  hospital  at  New-Haven,  who  lost  his  leg 
in  the  battle  of  Pair  Oaks : 

L-E-O  OV  VY  UEO. 

Good  leg,  thou  wast  a  futhftd  fnend, 

And  truly  hast  thy  duty  done ; 
I  thank  thee  most  that  to  the  end 

Thou  didst  not  let  this  body  run. 

Strange  paradox  I  that  in  the  fight 
Where  I  of  thee  was  thus  bereft, 

I  lost  my  left  leg  for  "  the  Right," 
And  yet  the  right's  the  one  thaVs  left  I 

But  while  the  sturdy  stump  remains, 

I  may  be  able  yet  to  patch  it, 
For  even  now  IVe  taken  pains 

To  make  an  L-E-G  to  match  it. 


OsNSRAL  Rousseau  Ain>  ▲  Rebel  *  Glerotican. — 
Rev.  Frederick  A.  Ross  had  Just  been  examined  on  a 
charge  of  treason,  and  convicted  upon  his  own  show- 
ing. Under  charge  of  a  guard  he  was  about  to  leave 
the  General's  tent  Putting  on  a  particularly  sancti- 
monious expression  of  countenance,  he  took  up  his 
hat,  turned  to  the  General  and  said :  "  Well,  General, 
we  must  each  do  as  we  think  best,  and  I  hope  we  will 
both  meet  in  heaven."  The  General  replied :  "  Tour 
getting  to  heaven,  sir,  will  depend  altogether  upon 
your  future  conduct ;  before  we  can  reasonably  hope 
to  meet  in  that  region,  you  and  I  must  become  better 
men."  The  effect  of  this  brief  rejoinder  was  irresistible. 


A  Joan  d'Arc. — ^A  marauding  band  of  rebels  in 
Kentucky,  on  their  way  to  Mount  Sterlmg,  stopped'at 
the  house  of  a  Mr.  Oldom,  and,  he  being  absent  at  the 
time,  plundered  him  of  all  his  horses,  and  among  them 
a  valuable  one  belonging  to  his  daughter  Cornelia. 
She  resisted  the  outrage  as  long  as  she  could,  but  find- 
ing all  her  efforts  in  vain,  she  sprang  upon  another 
horse  and  started  post  haste  toward  the  town  to  give 
the  alarm.  Her  first  animal  gave  out,  when  she  seized 
another,  and  meeting  the  messenger  from  Middleton, 
'  she  sent  him  as  fast  as  his  horse  could  carry  him  to 
convey  the  necessary  warning  to  Mount  Sterling,  where 
he  arrived  most  opportimely.  Miss  Oldom  then  re- 
traced her  way  toward  home,  taking  with  her  a  double- 
barrelled  shot-gun.  She  found  a  pair  of  saddle-ba^ 
on  the  road,  belonging  to  a  rebel  officer,  which  con- 
tained a  pair  of  revolvers,  and  soon  she  came  up  with 
the  advancing  marauders,  and  ordered  them  to  halt 
Perceiving  that  one  of  the  thieves  rode  her  horde,  she 
ordered,  him  to  surrender  her  horse ;  this  he  refused, 
and  finding  that  persuasion  would  not  gun  her  ends, 


she  levelled  the  shotrgun  at  the  rider,  commanded  him, 
as  Damon  did  the  traveller,  "  down  from  his  horse,*' 
an(f  threatened  to  fire  if  he  did  not  comply.  Utx  in- 
domitable spirit  at  last  prevailed,  and  the  robbers, 
seeing  something  in  her  eye  that  spoke  a  terrible 
menace,  surrendered  her  favorite  steed.  When  she 
had  regained  his  back,  and  patted  him  on  the  neck, 
he  gave  a  neigh  of  minded  triumph  and  recognitioii, 
and  she  turned  his  head  homeward  and  cantered  off  as 
leisurely  as  if  she  were  taking  her  morning  exercise.^ 
New- York  Warid^  Avgutt  9. 


A  Belligerent  Secessionist  Woman. — Among  the 
documents  left  by  the  editors  of  the  Memphis  AfjpeaL 
when  they  left  the  city,  was  the  following  e|HStle  from 
a  rebel  woman,  who  had  sent  it  to  that  paper  for  pab- 
lication : 

X  CHALLXNGS. 

where  as  the  wicked  policy  of  the  president — Makiiig 
war  upon  the  South  for  refusing  to  submit  to  wrong 
too  palpable  for  Southerners  to  do.  And  where  as  it 
has  become  necessary  for  the  young  Men  of  our  coim- 
try.  My  Brother  in  the  number  To  enlist  to  do  the 
dirty  work  of  Driving  the  Mercenarys  from  our  snnny 
south,  whose  soil  is  too  holy  for  such  wretches  to 
tramp  And  whose  atmosphere  is  too  pure  for  them  to 
breathe 

For  such  an  indignity  afford  to  Civilization  I  Motiy 
Challenge  any  abolition  or  Black  Republican  huiy  of 
character  if  there  can  be  such  a  one  found  among  the 
negro  equality  tribe.  To  Meet  me  at  Mas<»i8  k  dixra 
line:  With  a  pair  of  Colt's  repeaters  or  any  other 
weapon  they  May  Choose.  That  I  may  receive  sali^ 
faction  for  the  insvdt        Yictoria  K  Goodwix, 

Springdale  Miss  April  27, 186L 


A  NEW  BORDER-STATB  SONG. 

O  KINTUO&V  I 

BT  PAUL  8IOOV0LK. 
AiB— Jfy  Maryland. 

The  rebeVs  heel  is  on  thy  shore, 
Kentucky !  0  Kentucky ! 
His  torch  is  at  iby  neighbor's  door, 

Kentucky  1  0  Kentucky! 
Avenge  thou  Massachusetts*  gore, 
That  stains  the  name  of  Baltimore, 
And  be  the  Neutral  State  no  more^ 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky! 

Hark  to  thy  blushing  sons*  appeal, 

Kentucky !  0  Kentucky ! 
Proud  mother  State,  to  thee  they 
Kentucky !  0  Kentucky! 
When  foes  disturb  the  common  weal. 
All  slavish  love  of  self  conceal. 
And  gird  thy  limbs  with  Union  steel, 
Kentucky!  0  Kentucky! 

Let  all  thy  traitors  bite  the  dust, 
Kentucky !  0  Kentudiy! 

Let  not  thy  sword  in  scabbard  rust, 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky ! 

Sec  Breckinridge^s  breach  of  trust ; 

Remember  Morehead's  skulking  thrust. 

And  blow  a  wrathful  thunder-gust, 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky ! 
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Come  t  welcome  Freedom's  new-bom  day, 

Kentucky  t  0  Kentucky  I 
Come  I  fling  thy  manacles  away, 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  t 
Call  Wickliffe  home  to  fast  and  pray, 
Stop  Powell*8  mouth  while  yet  you  may, 
Invoke  the  shade  of  Henry  Clay, 
Kentucky !  0  Kentucky  I 

Thy  &me  is  bright,  thy  limbs  are  strong, 

Kentucky !  0  Kentucky ! 
Come  I  for  thy  lagging  does  thee  wrong, 

Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  I 
Join  heart  and  hand  the  martyr  throng, 
Whom  loTe  of  country  bears  along. 
And  give  new  heroes  to  thy  song, 
Kentucky  1  0  Kentucky  I 

Prepare  to  break  the  negro's  chain, 

Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  1 
Shall  West-Virginia  call  in  yain? 

Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  t 
Her  eagles  scream  from  hill  to  plain — 
"  LiBKRTT  "  is  the  fierce  refrain, 
It  baffles  traitors  back  amain, 

Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  I 
The  Union's  wounds  shall  heal  %gain, 

Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  1 

I  see  the  blush  npon  thy  cheek, 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  I 
Though  thou  wast  never  over-meek ; 

Kentucky !  O  Kentucky  I 
Ah  !.  hear  I  there  cometh  forth  a  shriek, 
From  hill  to  hill,  from  creek  to  creek, 
Missouri  calls  on  thee  to  speak, 
Kentucky !  0  Kentucky ! 

^Proud  Labor  should  not  pay  a  toll, 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky  I 

Ko  slave  should  crook  to  thy  control, 
Kentucky !  0  Kentucky  1 

Write  Lincoln's  fame  upon  thy  scroll. 

Better  emancipate  the  whole, 

Than  crucify  one  negro's  soul  I 
Kentucky  I  0  Kentucky ! 

Kethinks  I  hear  a  distant  hum, 

Kentucky!  Ah!  Kentucky! 
It  is  the  Union  fife  and  drum, 

Kentucky!  Ah!  Kentucky! 
She  speaks  herself,  and  treason's  dumb, 
Her  brain  and  heart  no  longer  numb, 
She  feels  at  last,  and  now  she'U  come  I 
Kentucky  !  Our  Kentucky  1 
WmiBUiua  CiTT,  D.  0.,  January  1,  18d8b 
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THE  RED,  WHTTB,  AND  BLUE." 


BT  8.   B.  8.,   00.   r,   BLIVBHTH  MICHIOAN  IVFAKTRT. 

The  fbllowlng  Unas  were  migg«tted  by  a  remark  made  by  a 
little  boy,  whose  parents  reside  near  Bartdstown,  Ky.,  when  our 
troope  ffarat  made  their  appearance  here.  I>lscoTenng  a  beauti- 
ful rainbow  suspended  In  the  heavens,  he  ran  to  hli  mother,  and 
exclaimed :  "  Mother,  Qod  la  a  Union  man.**  His  mother  ques- 
tioning him  for  his  reason  for  thinking  so,  he  replied  that  he  had 
§mm» flag,  and  it  was  *' Red,  White, and  Blue." 

The  traitor  Archangel  dared  first  to  rebel, 
And  drew  around  him  his  traitorouy  crew ; 

Bat  the  flag  of  the  **  Union"  was  straightway  unfurled. 
With  its  glorious  old  **  red,  white,  and  blue ;" 


When  loyalty  gathered  from  heaven's  domain, 

And  brightened  their  armor  anew ; 
And  the  armies  of  heaven  then  marshalled  their  tndn 

To  fight  for  the  ''  red,  white,  and  blue.'* 

The  order  went  forth  to  the  white-tented  field. 

To  banish  secession  away ; 
And  the  fiite  of  **  Rebellion"  was  instantly  sealed. 

And  **  Union"  again  held  the  sway. 
The  arch-chief  of  traitors  was  sentenced  to  reign 

O'er  his  minions— 4he  misguided  few—- 
And  dwell  amid  darkness,  where  he  never  again 

Ck)uld  behoU  the  ''  red,  white,  and  blue.'* 

The  first  great  rebellion  that  history  records, 

Was  crushed  ere  the  dawn  of  its  day ; 
And  Satan,  its  leader,  with  all  of  his  hordes, 

Was  banished  from  heaven  away ; 
As  we  are  assured,  that  **  God  speeds  the  right,** 

As  long  as  we're  loyal  and  true 
To  the  cause  of  our  country,  we'll  never  lose  sight 

Of  our  banner-^**  the  red,  white,  and  blue.'* 

I  herewith  petition  the  *'  powers  that  be,'* 

To  give  Davis  and  his  followers,  all, 
A  deq)  grave  recepUon — a  home  quite  as  free 

As  Satan  had  after  his  fall. 
We're  ready,  all  ready,  so  pilot  us  on, 

We  are  wearied  with  **  nothing  to  do ;" 
We  are  willing  to  fight  till  the  last  battle's  won. 

Or  die  by  the  *'  red,  white,  and  blue." 


ONE    WORD. 

Speak  to  us,  to-day,  0  Father  I 
Our  hearts  are  straneely  stirred— 

A  Nation's  life  is  hangmg 
On  a  yet  unspoken  word. 

Long,  by  the  hearthstone  comer, 

May  the  aged  grandame  sit, 
And  toil,  with  trembling  fingers, 

That  another  sock  be  knit — 

Men  may  march  and  manceuvre, 
And  camp  on  fields  of  deaths 

The  iron  saurians  wheel  and  dart, 
And  thunder  their  fiery  breath— 

But  one  brave  word  is  wanting— 
The  word  whose  tone  should  start 

The  pulses  of  men  to  fiamelets 
Thrilling  through  every  heart  t 

0  Father !  trust  your  children  t 

If  ever  you  found  them  fail, 
*Twas  but  for  lack  of  the  one  true  word 

That  must  to  the  end  prevail. 

Where  funeral  willows  quiver 

On  the  banks  of  the  Mighty  River, 

*Twas  seen  what  men  may  do- 
Flame  ahead,  and  flame  to  larboard  I 

(Aye,  the  Pit's  Mouth  burned  blue  I) 
Not  a  craven  thought  was  harbored — 
*Twas  hell  to  port  and  starboard, 

But  the  Hearts  of  Oak  went  through! 

They  have  shown  what  men  may  do, 

They  have  proved  how  men  may  die- 
Count,  who  can,  the  fields  they've  pressed. 
Each  face  to  the  solemn  sky  t 
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Is  it  yet  forgotten,  of  Shiloh 
And  the  long  outnumbered  lines, 

now  the  blue  frocks  lay  in  winrows  ? 
How  they  died  at  the  Seven  Pines  ? 

How  they  sank  in  the  Yaruna, 

(Seven  foes  in  flame  around !)  ? 
How  they  went  down  with  the  Cumberland, 

Firing,  cheering  as  they  drowned? 

Spirita,  a  hundred  of  thousands, 
Eager,  and  bold,  and  true, 

Gone  to  make  good  one  brave.  Just  word- 
Father,  they  died  for  you  1 

Died,  in  tempest  of  battle, 

Died,  in  the  oot*s  dull  pain — 
Let  their  ghosts  be  glad  in  heaven, 

That  they  died — and  not  in  vain  I 

KoWf  never  fear  lest  the  living 

Should  shrink  at  the  sound,  **  Be  Free  I** — 
They  shall  yet  make  up  the  million, 

Jjid  another,  if  need  there  be  I 

But  fail  not,  as  thy  trust  is  heaven. 

To  breathe  the  word  shall  wake 
The  soul  and  heart  of  a  Nation — 

Speak  it,  for  Christ*s  dear  sake ! 

Speak  it,  our  earthly  Father  I 

In  the  name  of  His and  smile 

At  one  more  breath  of  the  viper 
Whose  fangs  shall  crash  on  the  file ! 

The  Angel-Songs  are  forever, 
The  snake  can  hiss  but  his  day — 

Speak,  0  Shepherd  of  Peoples  I 
And  fold  earth's  blessings  for  aye.  H. 


THE   VOLUNTEER'S   BURIAL. 

BT   PARK  B1NJAXI9. 

'Tis  eve ;  one  brightly  beaming  star 
Shines  from  the  eastern  heaven  afar, 
To  light  the  footsteps  of  the  brave, 
Slow  marching  to  a  comrade's  grave. 

The  northern  wind  has  sunk  to  sleep ; 
The  sweet  South  breathes,  as,  low  and  deep, 
The  martial  clang  is  heard,  the  tread 
Of  those  who  bear  the  silent  dead. 

And  whose  the  form,  all  stark  and  cold. 
Thus  ready  for  the  loosened  mould, 
And  stretched  upon  so  rude  a  bier? 
Thine,  soldier,  thine  I  the  Volunteer. 

Poor  Volunteer!  the  shot,  the  blow. 
Or  swif^  disease  hath  laid  him  low; 
And  few  his  early  loss  deplore — 
His  battle  fought,  his  journey  o'er. 

Alas  I  no  wife's  fond  arms  caressed, 
His  cheek  no  tender  mother  pressed. 
No  pitying  soul  was  by  his  side, 
As  lonely  in  his  tent  he  died. 

He  died — the  Volunteer — at  noon ; 
At  evening  came  the  small  platoon 
That  soon  will  leave  him  to  his  rest, 
With  sods  upon  his  manly  breast. 


Hark  to  their  fire !  his  only  knell — 
More  solemn  than  the  passiniir  bell ; 
For,  ah  I  it  tells  a  spirit  flown, 
Unshriven,  to  the  dark  unknown. 

His  deeds  and  fiite  shall  fade  away. 
Forgotten  since  his  dying  day, 
Andf  never  on  the  roll  of  Fame 
Shall  be  inscribed  his  humble  name. 

Alas  I  like  him,  how  many  more 
Lie  cold  upon  Potomac's  shore  I 
How  many  green  unnoted  graves 
Are  bordered  by  th^ee  placid  wares  1 

Sleep,  soldier,  sleep  I  from  sorrow  free. 
And  sin  and  strife.    'Tis  well  with  thee. 
'Tis  well :  though  not  a  single  tear 
Laments  the  buried  Volunteer  I 


THE    PATRIOT'S   SONG. 

BT  O.   F.   B. 

Chieftuns  I  lead  us  to  the  Rebel  host, 

Lead  on  to  Richmond  towers  1 
Who  would  not  deem  it  a  blias  to  die 

In  such  a  cause  as  ours? 
Lead  on,  for  fearlessly  we  fight ; 
The  Union,  'tis  a  glorious  cause  of  rights 

Chieftains  I  our  hearts  beat  high,  in  haste 

To  plunge  the  rebel  heart ! 
Who  could  not  glory  in  the  deed 

To  drive  them  to  deatlfs  mart? 
Come,  let  us  for  our  country  fight 
Because  her  glorious,  heavenly  cause  is  right 

Breathe  on,  ye  souls  of  pride  and  strife, 

'Tis  death's  immortal  age  I 
To  die,  is  but  a  change  of  life, 

And  heaven  a  starry  stage. 
Then  with  a  bright  and  future  hope, 
The  patriot  shall  in  darkness  never  grope. 

The  trumpet  shall  from  Malvern  Hill 

Proclaim  in  thunder  tones ! 
How  God-like  heroes  fought  and  died, 

'Mid  human  blood  and  bones. 
From  Pittsburgh's  bloody  fields  shall  nse 
Clouds  of  incense,  to  the*  admiring  skica 

Bring  forth  the  sweet  iEolian  harp. 

From  its  Etrurian  shades ! 
That  it  may  chant  the  patriot's  song, 

In  silver  bowers  and  glades. 
Yes  I  patriots'  names  shall  live  entwmed — 
In  God*s  baptismal  font,  they  live  enshrined. 

Tes !  from  Fair  Oaks  their  names  shall  rise. 

From  Seven  Pines  they  fly! 
On  many  fields  their  corpses  strewn. 

Blessed  patriots  who  die. 
Let  bards  the  dii^ge  of  patriots  sing, 
Throughout  the  world,  let  fame  their  1^017 


A   MOTH£R*S   STORY. 

Amid  the  throng  that  gathers  wbers 
The  mail  dispenses  joy  and  care, 
I  saw  a  woeful  woni«n  stand, 
A  letter  falling  from  her  band : 
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She  spoke  no  word,  she  breathed  no  sigh ; 
Her  bloodless  cheek,  her  sad,  fixed  eye, 
And  pallid,  quivering  lips  apart, 
Showed  hopeless  grief  had  seized  her  heart 

I  spoke — a  word  of  kindness  cheers 
The  heavj  heart,  and  heaven-sent  tears 
Refresh  the  eye  dry  sorrow  sears. 

"Ah  I  sir,  my  boy!  my  brave,  bright  boy!" 
In  broken  voice,  slie  said ;  « 

**  My  only  son !  my  only  joy  I 

My  brave,  bright  boy  is  dead  1** . 

**  Sorrow  is  sacred  !*'  and  the  eye 
That  looks  on  grief  is  seldom  dry: 
I  listened  to  her  piteous  moan, 
Then  followed  to  her  dwelling  lone, 
Where  sheltered  from  the  biting  oold, 
She  thus  her  simple  story  told : 

**  My  grandfather,  sir,  for  freedom  died, 
On  Eutaw*s  bloody  plain ; 
My  father  left  his  youthful  bride, 
And  fell  at  Lundy's  Lane. 

^  And  when  my  boy,  with  burning  brow, 
Told  of  the  natlou^s  shame — 
How  Sumter  fell ! — oh !  how,  sir,  how 
Could  blood  like  mine  be  tame  I 

'*  I  blessed  him ;  and  I  bade  hhn  go— 
Bade  him  our  honor  keep : 
He  proudly  went  to  meet  the  foe ; 
Left  me  to  pray  and  weep. 

'*  In  camp— K>n  march — of  picket  rounds 
He  did  his  equal  share ; 
And  still  the  call  to  battle  found 
My  brave  boy  always  there. 

**  And  when  the  fleet  was  all  prepared 
To  sail  upon  the  main. 
He  all  his  comrades*  feelings  shared — 
But  fever  teorched  hit  brcun  / 

"'  He  told  the  general :  *  He  would  ne*er 
From  toil  or  danger  shrink. 
But,  though  the  waves  he  did  not  fear, . 
It  chilled  his  heart  to  think 

**  *  How  drear  the  flowerless  grave  must  be. 
Beneath  the  ocean^s  foam. 
And  that  he  knew  't  would  comfort  me 
To  have  him  die  at  home.' 
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They  tell  me  that  the  general's  eye 

With  tears  did  overflow: 
God  bless  thi  brave  mam  ! — with  a  sigh. 

He  gave  him  leave  to  go. 

**  Quick  down  the  vessel's  side  came  he ; 

Joy  seemed  to  kill  his  pain ; 
'  Comrades!*  he  cried,  *I  yet  shall  see 

My  mother's  face  again  P 

'*  The  boat  came  bounding  o'er  the  tide ; 
He  sprang  upon  the  strand : 
Qod*s  will  be  done  I — my  bright  hoy  diedf 
Hi$  furUntgh  in  hia  handP^ 

Ye,  who  this  artless  story  read. 
If  Pity  in  your  bosoms  plead. 

And  "  Heaven  has  blessed  your  store*'— 
If  broken-hearted  woman,  meek, 
Can  win  your  sympathy— -go,  seek 

That  childless  widow*s  door  I 


HAPPY   LAND   OP  CANAAN. 

BT  ONE  OF  THE  rilTT-SETENTH   OHIO. 

Now  we  are  in  Camp  Chase,  and  that  is  just  the  place. 

For  the  soldier  boys  to  go  and  get  a  training. 

So  that  when  we  go  down  there,  where  the  seoedere 

are. 
We  can  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-nd  de-da, 

0  boys !  there's  a  good  time  coming. 
Oh !  we*ll  never  mind  the  weather. 
But  get  over  double  trouble, 
For  we're  bound  for  the  happy  land  of 
Canaan. 

The  Ohio  Fifly-seventh,  Colonel  Mungen,  can*t  be  beat, 
For  he  has  got  the  courage  and  the  training. 
And  when  he  does  go  out,  the  secessionists  to  rout, 
He  will  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — ^Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc.       ^ 

There*s  gallant  Captain  Rice,  oh  I  he  thinks  himself  so 

nice, 
Because  he  company  A  is  commanding. 
And  he  will  send  the  reb€ds*(the  nasty,  dirty  devils) 
Right  into  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chords— Ho,  ho,  ho.  fal-de-ral-de^a,  etc. 

But  there  is  Captain  May,  oh  I  he  is  on  the  way, 

Down  where  the  seceders  are  a-training. 

And  when  he  gets  down  there,  where  the  seceders 

are. 
He  will  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 

Company  C  is  in  the  field,  and  will  make  the  traitors 

yield. 
Captain  Mott  that  brave  company  is  commanding, 
And  when  he  gives  them  a  round,  he  will  make  their 

flag  come  down. 
Or  send  it  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 

Captain  BIystone  is  in  command  of  a  gallant  little 

band, 
That  will  give  old  Jeffy's  dogs  a  caning, 

And  when  they  take  a  hitch, 

They  will  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — ^Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-nl-de-da,  etc. 

Captain  Doncyson*s  the  man  that  will  do  all  he  can, 
And  he  for  the  Union  is  a  training, 
He  will  take  his  little  squad,  and  whip  them  all  — , 
And  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  falnie-ral-de-da,  etc. 

There's  another  little  band,  that  will  make  the  rebels 

stand. 
And  gallant  Captain  Wilson  is  a-training. 
And  when  they  draw  a  bead  on  Jeffy's  gallant  steed, 
They  will  send  him  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-d&<la,  etc. 

Faulhaber's  got  some  boys,  that  will  make  a  noise, 
When  their  bullets  on  the  rebels  go  to  raining. 
And  if  they  don't  look  Out,  oh !  he  will  rub  them  out, 
And  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus— Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 

Captain  Strayer's  boys  are  some,  and  can  whip  them 

ten  to  one. 
And  will  make  secession  go  to  waning. 
And  they  will  cut  a  swell,  and  will  send  them  all  to         ^ 
Or  into  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
*  Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 
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Captun  Kilkenny^B  a  whale,  when  he  gets  under  sail, 
Alid  his  boys  have  no  reason  for  complamlng, 
For  he's  got  them  under  drill,  the  secessionists  to  kill, 
And  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 

Captain  Hardy,  he  oomos  in,  with  his  little  squad  of 

men. 
And  to  fight  with  the  rebels  they  are  aiming, 
And  when  they  go  to  battle  they  will  make  the  rebels 

.  rattle. 
And  run  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — ^Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 

And  to  conclude  my  song,  I  think  IVe  done  no  wrong. 

And  I  hope  that  it  will  prove  entertaining, 

And  we  will  cut  some  figures,  when  we  go  among  the 

niggers, 
*Way  down  in  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 
Chorus — ^Ho,  ho,  ho,  fal-de-ral-de-da,  etc. 


THE   CRUISE   OF   THE .  SANTIAGO  DE  CUBA. 

'Tis  of  the  Santiago 

That  I  am  going  to  tell. 
Whose  fame  has  rung  throughout  our  land 

And  Britain,  too,  as  well ; 
She's  the  pride  of  her  commander, 

And  of  the  crew  their  boast, 
And  a  terror  to  the  enemy 

Along  our  southern  coast 

'Twas  in  the  month  November, 

In  eighteen-sixty-one. 
She  started  from  the  Battery 

With  the  rising  of  the  sun, . 
And  steaming  through  the  Narrows, 

Far  out  upon  the  deep, 
Her  head  was  turned  to  southward, 

A  harvest  rich  to  reap. 

We  were  over  four  months  cruising, 

Without  a  single  prize. 
When  on  the  twenty-first  of  March 

**  Sail  oh !"  the  lookout  cries. 
Up  from  below  now  quickly  poured, 

The  Santiago's  crew. 
While  o*er  the  waves,  with  dashing  speed, 

Our  gallant  steamer  flew. 

'*  A  steamer,  sir,**  the  lookout  cried, 
**  I  plainly  see  the  smoke  " — 
If  they  but  dared  the  crew  would  with 

A  shout  the  echoes  woke : 
But  here  let  it  be  kept  in  mind, 

That  on  a  man-of-war 
There's  discipline  to  govern  us 
^         Unknown  to  folks  on  shore. 

A  load  of  cotton  soon  was  seen 

Upon  the  steamer's  deck ; 
But  ere  the  night  had  well  set  in 

The  Delta  was  a  wreck ; 
Not  heaving-to,  we  fired  at  her, 

They  ran  her  hard  aground. 
We  fii^  a  shell,  set  her  on  fire, 

And  our  first  prize  was  found. 

Next — ^month  of  April,  twenty-third — 

When  the'saucy  Santiago 
Was  on  the  British  waters,  off 

The  island  of  Abaco, 


A  little  schooner  hove  in  sight— 

The  one  we  wished  to  see — 
So  we  ere  long  had  made  a  prize 

Of  rebel  Charleston  Bee. 

There  was  a  little  steamer  bold, 

That  ofttimes  with  success 
Had  carried  goods  of  various  kinds 

To  aid  the  South's  distress, 
Oft  arms  and  ammunition, 

To  carry  on  the  war, 
Would  by  this  craft  in  Charleston  Bay 

Be  safely  placed  on  shore. 

'Twas  on  such  sly  excormon 

Their  pride  received  a  fiill. 
The  Santiago  captured  her 

Before  **  Hole  in  the  Wall ;»' 
No  doubt  in  every  Southern  port 

It  sounded  like  a  kneU, 
When  they  heard  the  news  that  they  bad  lost 

The  steamer  Isabel 

Where  was  the  schooner  Mersey,  with 

The  balance  of  the  cargo  ? 
For  she  must  also  fall  a  prey 

To  the  bold  Santiago. 
Two  days  went  by ;  "  Sail  oh !"  was  heard, 

We  instantly  gave  chase. 
Came  up  with  her,  and  here  we  had 

The  Mersey  for  the  race. 

Another  schooner  hove  in  si^t 

Upon  the  thirty-first, 
And  'twas  not  long  ere  those  on  board 

The  Santiago  cursed. 
But  what  cared  we  for  rebels*  curse, 

Our  cause  we  knew  was  just ; 
We*re  battling  in  our  country*8  cause, 

In  Providence  our  trust. 

While  coming  slowly  down  the  coast 

On  twenty-seventh  of  May, 
When  the  Lucy  Hohnes,  of  Charleston, 

Was  standing  in  our  way. 
We  sent  a  prize-crew  with  her  to 

The  city  of  New-Tork, 
Where  they  no  doubt  her  cargo  wished 

For  making  cotton-work. 

Though  England  still  may  boast  her  speed 

In  vessels  worked  by  steam, 
If  they  think  to  beat  the  Yankees, 

They'll  find  that  fhej  but  dream ; 
They  buUt  an  iron  steamer 

For  the  rebellious  States — 
They  thought  the  way  was  open  then. 

But  we  had  closed  the  gates. 

'.Twas  August  third,  and  Sunday  nooo, 

This  steamer  came  in  sight ; 
We  put  our  engine  to  the  test 

To  catch  her  in  dayligfat 
"But  what  haVe  we  to  fear  f"  said  thty, 
"  That  Yankee  cannot  catch  us ; 
We  easy  run  of  thirteen  knots, 

And  less  than  that  can't  match  usr* 

Their  boast  was  vain,  and  there  wis  one 
On  board  who  knew  our  speed, 

Cried :  "  That's  the  Santiago-- 
Our  cruise  is  up,  indeed  I" 


POBTRT  AND  IXCIDBNTa 


17 


We  thundered  several  shots  at  her, 
Which  soon  made  her  heave  to, 

Come  up  with  her,  ve  soon  on  board 
Had  sent  a  full  pnze-crew. 

They  called  her  the  Columbia, 

The  worst  thing  they  could  do, 
For  as  the  name  belonged  to  us, 

We  claimed  the  steamer,  too  ; 
She'd  Armstrong  guns,  intended  for 

A  battery  on  shore. 
But  as  secesh  did  not  get  them. 

We'll  let  them  hear  their  roar  1 

IVe  yet  one  more  to  mention, 

Lavinia  she  by  name, 
She  had  run  out  past  the  blockade, 

But  we  soon  blocked  her  game ; 
She  was  on  her  way  to  Nassau, 

And  our  captain  thought  it  best 
To  save  her  from  all  further  harm, 

And  send  her  to  Key  West 

Soon  after  this  a  steamer  came. 

It  was  the  Magnolia, 
With  orders  for  us  to  proceed 

After  the  Oreto ; 
But  they  let  her  in  at  Mobile, 

Or  her  we  should  have  caught, 
And,  though  inferior  in  strength, 

Our  captain  would  have  fought. 

To  our  engineer's  exertions 

Great  praise  we  know  Is  due. 
And  he  ha»  thanks,  the  heartiest,  from 

This  steamer's  grateful  crew ; 
'Twas  by  his  quiet  knowledge 

And  energetic  will 
We  caught  our  wealthiest  prizes— 

And  hope  to  catch  more  still. 

Our  captain  is  as  good  a  man 

As  ever  trod  a  plank ; 
He's  never  wilfully  abused 

A  man  beneath  his  rank  ; 
He's  honored  by  his  enemies ; 

Though  they  are  very  few ; 
Far  better  still,  he's  loved  by  all 

The  Santiago's  crew. 

I  hope  that  Fve  oflfbnded  none 

On  land  or  on  the  main ; 
If  not,  perhaps  some  future  time 

rii  try  my  hand  again. 
But  while  there's  fighting  to  be  done 

For  our  Red,  White,  and  Blue, 
Ton  always  can  depend  upon 

The  Santiago's  crew.  J.  L.  K. 

— >9iMMlay  Mmreury. 

CaRPXT  Olothino. — Savannah  is  up  and  doing  in 
behalf  of  our  suffering  soldiers  in  Yirginia.  A  public 
meeting  has  been  held,  and  prompt  measured  taken  to 
secure  at  once  clothing  for  the  army.  Messrs.  W.  H. 
Wiltberger  &  Co.,  proprietors  of  the  Pulaski  House, 
have  offered  the  entire  stock  of  carpets  of  their  estab- 
lishment to  be  converted  into  covering  for  the  sol- 
diera.  Some  idea  of  the  munificence  of  the  donation 
may  bo  formed  when  we  state  that  it  comprises  the 
carpeting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  rooms,  and  when 
cut  up  will  make  over  five  hundred  comfortable  and 
good-sized  blankets. — Mobile  lYibune^  October  *l. 

Vol,  VI.— Poetrt  2 


A  LoTAL  PioiON. — ^The  following  is  a  true  and  sin- 
gularly remarkable  story  of  a  pigeon  captured  by  Mr. 
Tinker,  a  teamster  of  the  Forty-second  New- York  vol- 
unteers, while  the  regiment  was  encamped  at  Ealorama 
Heights,  Ya.  Mr.  Tinker  made  a  pet  of  him,  and  kept 
him  in  camp  until  they  started  forPoolesvi|le.  Strange 
to  say,  the  pigeon  followed  on  with  the  train,  occa- 
sionally flying  away  at  a  great  distance,  but  always  re- 
turning, and,  when  weary,  would  alight  on  some  wagon 
of  the  train. 

At  night  he  was  sure  to  come  home,  and,  watching 
his  opportunity,  would  select  a  position,  and  quietly  go 
to  roost  in  Tinker's  wagon. 

Many  of  the  men  in  the  regiment  took  a  fancy  to 
him,  and  he  soon  became  a  general  favorite.  From 
Poolesville  he  followed  to  Washington,  and  down  to 
the  dock,  where  Tinker  took  him  on  board  the  steamer ; 
so  he  went  to  Fortress  Monroe,  thence  to  Yorktown, 
where  he  was  accustomed  to  make  flights  over  and 
beyond  the  enemy's  works,  but  was  always  sure  to  re- 
turn at  evening,  to  roost  and  receive  his  food  in  Tink- 
er's waeon.  From  thence  he  went  all  through  the 
Peninsular  campaign,  afterwards  to  Antietam,  and  Har- 
per's Ferry,  witnessing  all  the  battles  fought  by  his 
regiment 

By  this  time  he  had  giuned  so  mnch  favor,  that  a 
friend  offered  twenty-five  dollars  to  purchase  him,  but 
Tinker  would  not  sell  him  at  any  price,  and  soon  after 
sent  him  home  as  a  present  to  some  friend.  It  might 
be  interesting  to  trace  the  future  movements  of  this 
remarkable  specimen  of  the  feathered  tribe,  but  none 
will  doubt  his  instinctive  loyalty,  and  attachment  to 
the  old  Tammany  regiment 

Any  of  the  brave  Forty-Second  boys  who  read  this^ 
history  of  their  favorite,  will  attest  the  truth  of  these 
statements,  and  be  pleased  to  see  him  honored  by  thi^ 
history  of  his  wanderings.  Such  devotion  to  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  is,  we  believe,  a  fair  illustration  of  the 
character  of  the  Tammany  regiment  in  the  field,  and 
worthy  of  imitation  by  those  who  have  more  than  in- 
stinct to  guide  them. 


RiCHMoHD,  Va.,  Oct  Mh. — ^Two  gentiemen  who  re- 
centiy  made  their  escape  from  Acoomac,  and  have  ar- 
rived in  this  city,  represent  that  the  state  of  affairs  in 
that  county  amounts  almost  to  a  reign  of  terror.  The 
Yankee  General,  Lockwood,  who  commands  that  de- 
partment, is  already  practically  enforcing  Lincoln's 
Emancipation  Proclamation,  by  issuing  **  ft*ee  papers  " 
to  slaves.  In  a  single  day,  last  week,  he  thus  liberated 
two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  retained  them  in  the  com- 
munity, instead  of  sending  them  North,  as  the  Yankee 
Generals  elsewhere  have  done.  Ot  course,  their  mas- 
ters are  charged  with  their  support  without  the  benefit 
of  their  services.  The  gentlemen  from  whom  we  ob- 
tain this  information  crossed  the  Chesapeake  is  an 
open  row-boat,  and  then  made  their  way  to  RiehBond 
by  land. — Richmond  Whig^  (ktober  6. 


A  Review  at  Fort  Sumtxr. — Last  Fridaiy^as  a 
bright  and  balmy  October  day,  and  General  Ripley 
by  appointment  went  down  to  review  the  garrison  at 
Fort  Sumter,  conmsting  of  the  First  regiment  of  South- 
Carolina  artillery.  A  large  number  of  ladies  were 
present  The  General  looked  as  fine  as  a  fiddle,  and 
performed  his  part  with  style  and  expedition.  The 
splendid  corps  at  the  post  appeared  to  great  advantage 
before  their  original  and  honored  commander.  The 
excellent  band  added  much  to  the  occasion.  After  the 
exercises  on  the  parade  a  ten-inch  columbiad  was  fired 
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for  the  benefit  of  the  ladies,  and  also  a  casemate  gun. 
Afler  a  luncheon  the  visitors  retired  in  a  state  of  de- 
cided gratification. — Charletton  Mercury^  Nov.  4. 


Prairie  Grots  —  An  Incident. — A  most  thrilling 
incident  of  the  terrible  fight  at  Prairie  Grove  is  thus 
related  by  Lieutenant  Will.  S.  Brooks,  of  the  Nine- 
teenth Iowa  volunteers. 

"  The  fight  was  most  determined  and  the  slaughter 
immense.  I  was  struck  at  four  o'clock  p.m.,  while  we 
were  being  driven  back  from  a  too  far  advanced  posi- 
tion. We  were  outflanked  and  had  to  run  three  hun- 
dred yards  over  open  ground  and  exposed  to  a  murder- 
ous fire  from  the  right,  left,  and  centre,  or  rear ;  here 
we  lost  Lieutenant-Colonel  McFarland.  We  lost  one 
half  our  regiment,  and,  in  company  D,  more  than  half 
our  effective  men.  I  was  hit  at  the  commencement  of 
the  retreat,  and  was  near  being  captured,  as  I  could 
not  run.  When  more  than  half-way  to  our  battery  the 
color^sergeant  fell,  and  I  received  the  colors.  The 
pursuing  rebel  colonel  shouted :  *  God  d — ^n  them, 
take  their  colors  t^  This  enraged  me,  and  I  hallooed 
back :  *  You  canH  do  it.-  The  cowardly  rascals  did 
not  dare  to  close  on  me,  but  let  go  a  volley  which  left 
nine  holes  in  the  flag  and  eighteen  in  my  clothes ! 
Four  bullets  passed  through  the  cuflf  of  my  shirt-sleeve, 
but  they  could  not  wound  the  hand  that  held  the  old 
flag."— i'eorta  {Rl)  Transcript 


The  Adventures  of  a  Soldiib. — About  a  year  and 
a  half  before  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion  a  young 
man  named  Henry  C.  Reed,  then  residing  on  Wood 
street,  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  but  originally  from  Massa- 
chusetts, went  South  and  obtained  a  situation  in  Fer- 
nandina,  Florida,  as  clerk  in  a  drug-store,  where  he 
was  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  rebellion. 

When  the  conscription  law  of  tlie  confederate  gov- 
ernment was  put  in  force,  young  Reed  was  taken  as 
one  of  the  conscripts,  and  was  enrolled  in  the  First 
Florida  regiment.  He  accompanied  the  regiment  to 
Savannah,  Yorktown,  and  Richmond,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Williamsburgh,  Fair  Oaks  and  Seven 
Pines,  though,  he  says,  he  took  good  care  that  no 
Northern  man  was  hurt  by  his  bullets.  After  the  series 
of  battles,  a  portion  of  the  regiment  to  which  he  be- 
longed was  sent  to  Staunton,  viiginia,  to  recruit 

Here  he  formed  an  idea  of  escaping,  and  managed 
to  obtain  the  confidence  of  some  Union  citizens,  who 
furnished  him  with  the  names  of  reliable  Union  men 
on  the  road  between  Staunton  and  Winchester.  With 
the  aid  of  his  Union  friends  he  succeeded  in  escaping, 
and  in  getting  safely  to  Winchester,  where  General 
Dix,  on  hearing  his  story,  furnished  him  with  passes 
by  which  he  was  enabled  to  get  home. 

He  reached  Cleveland  about  September  last,  and 
found  that  his  three  cousins,  who  also  lived  on  Wood 
.street,  had  enlisted  in  the  Seventh  regiment  Reed 
determined  to  accompany  them,  and  jouied  the  Seventh 
regiment  also.  He  is  a  likely  young  man  and  is  spoken 
of  by  his  comrades  as  a  brave  soldier.  He  says  that 
he  finds  quite  a  differenoe  between  the  Federal  army 
and  the  rebel  army,  and  that  he  greatly  prefers  the 
Federal  service.  In  a  recent  letter  to  some  friends 
here,  describing  the  reconnoissanoe  made  by  the  Sev- 
enth regiment  and  some  other  troops  under  General 
Geary,  he  describes  a  personal  adventure  he  had  as 
follows : 

"  I  was  sent  to  search  a  house  about  eight  hundred 
yards  from  the  road.  I  came  up  to  the  house  and 
walked  in,  but  on  opening  tlie  door  could  not  see  any 


body  in  the  house.  The  table  was  set,  ready  for  hrtsk' 
fast,  the  table-cloth  hanging  down,  touching  the  floor. 
I  first  looked  under  the  bed,  but  in  Tain.  Aa  I  was 
about  to  go  away  I  thougnt  I  would  look  under  the 
table,  so  I  lifted  the  cloth  and  discovered  a  pair  of 
spurs  and  also  a  cavalryman  attached  to  them.  He 
lay  there  so  quiet  that  I  could  hardly  bear  htm  breatbc 
As  soon  as  I  discovered  him,  I  codced  my  piece  and 
presented  it  to  his  breast,  at  the  same  time  ordering 
him  to  come  out.  After  looking  at  me  for  a  Beoond, 
he  complied  with  my  order.  As  we  came  out  of  the 
house,  he  told  me  that  he  was  a  member  of  Ashbj'* 
cavalry,  and  had  stopped  there  to  get  sometbinf  to 
eat.  He  then  said :  **  Since  you  have  got  me  you  maj 
as  well  have  my  horse.^*  So  we  walked  round  to  the 
barn  and  got  his  horse,  also  a  sabre  and  a  carbiitf. 
We  then  proceeded  to  Charleston,  at  which  place  ov 
boys  had  quartered  themselves.  I  delivered  mj  pris* 
oner  to  General  Geary,  who  after  a  short  examination 
placed  him  in  charge  of  the  guards.*^ — CSevtUmd  Etr- 
aid,  December  9. 


An  Incident  or  ANTiETAM.~Daiing  the  battle, 
Corporal  William  Roach,  of  company  K,  Eigbty-fir^ 
Pennsylvania,  shot  a  color-seigeant  ran  forward  of  the 
company,  took  his  cap,  and,  pladng  it  upon  the  end 
of  his  bayonet,  twirled  It  about,  cried  oat  to  bis  com- 
panions, *'  That  is  the  way  to  do  it,"  but  the  member 
of  another  company  in  the  mean  time  had  seized  the 
colors  and  carried  them  off  in  triumph.  This  set  vis 
done  under  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry,  in  as  cool  a  man- 
ner and  with  as  much  deliberation,  as  if  the  regiment 
had  been  on  parade.  Company  E  had  seven  wounded 
but  none  killed.— iT.  Y,  7im«,  September  21. 


A  Brave  Man. — Mr.  Ryder,  of  Dunbarton,  N.  R, 
has  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  following  aoooont  of 
the  murder  of  his  brother-in-law  at  Genevieve,  Ifo., 
some  months  ago :  James  R.  Cochrane,  of  New-Bostoe, 
N.  H.,  had  been  in  Missouri  several  years  engaged  in 
teaching.  He  had  been  in  Genevieve  neariy  a  year  ia 
the  same  occupation.  One  day  a  rebel  by  the  name  of 
Andrew  Burnett  met  him  and  asked  him  to  swear  alle- 
giance to  the  confederate  government,  and  on  his  re- 
fusal threatened  to  shoot  him.  "  Shoot,"  says  Coch- 
rane, with  patriotic  determination,  I  shall  never  a^ 
knowledge  allegiance  to  that  government**  Burnett 
drew  his  pistol  and  kiUod  him  on  the  spot — C(m»ri 
Patriot,  SqOember  27. 


Mobile,  Smt  18. — ^A  special  despatdi  to  fht  Ad- 
vertuer  and  JHegister,  dated  Charieston,  September 
eleventh,  says : 

It  is  Tfpoiied  that  the  people  of  Baltimore  have 
risen  en  mane  and  cleared  the  cityof  the  Yankee 
troops,  hung  the  Provost-Marshal,  Van  Kostrand,  and 
his  deputy,  McPhailee,  and  captured  a  large  fort  erect- 
ed on  Federal  Hill  by  the  Yankees  for  the  destindioB 
of  the  city  in  the  event  of  a  socoessfnl  revolt 

Stuart^s  cavalry  are  spreading  oonsteniation  among 
the  enemy  in  Maryland. 

The  foregoing  report  is  fully  credited  in  Richmond. 
— Grenada  Aj^teal,  September  IS. 


Loss  or  THE  FirnxTH  Geokota  Rxoimert  at  A^- 
TtETAM. — ^An  officer  of  the  Fiftieth  Geoma  rqgiiaent 
writes  to  the  Savannah  RepubUean  a  letter,  vhieb 
shows  that  the  slaughter  of  the  rebels  in  the  battle  of 
Antietam  has  not  been  exaggerated,  at  least  in  regard 
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to  the  regiments  whose  raoyements  he  witnessed.  He 
says:  ^*The  Fiftieth  were  posted  in  a  narrow  path, 
washed  out  into  a  regular  gully,  and  were  fired  into 
by  the  enemy  from  the  front,  rear  and  left  Hank.  The 
men  stood  th^r  ground  nobly,  returning  their  fire 
until  nearly  two  thirds  of  their  number  lay  d<;ad  or 
wounded  in  that  lane.  Out  of  two  hundred  and  ten 
carried  into  the  fight  over  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fire  were  killed  and  wounded  in  less  than  twenty 
minutesi  The  slaughter  was  horrible  I  W  ben  ordered 
to  retreat  I  could  scarcely  extricate  myself  from  the 
dead  and  wounded  around  me.  A  man  could  have 
;walked  from  the  head  of  our  line  to  the  foot  on  their 
bodies.  The'suryiyora  of  the  regiment  retreated  very 
orderly  back  to  where  Oen.  Anderaon^s  brigade  rested. 
The  brigade  suffered  terribly.  Jameses  South-Carolina 
battalion  was  nearly  annihilated.  The  Fiftieth  Geor- 
gia lost  nearly  all  their  commissioned  officers.*^  At 
night  only  fifty-fire  men  of  the  Fiftieth  remained  fit 
for  duty.  They  were  over  forty-eight  hours  without 
any  thing  to  eat  or  drink. 


A  QUISTION  WHICH  MAJOR-OEK.  HALLECK  WON  T  A58WXB. 

If,  before  Corinth,  you  laid  ninety  days, 
Pleasing  the  foe  with  nuMtUrly  delays, 

Failing,  at  last,  to  beat  'em ; 
How  long  should  you  hare  given  **  Little  Mac," 
To  make  all  ready  for  a  grand  attack, 

From  the  day  he  won  **  Antietam?*'      Ribs. 


The  North  a  Unit  aoainst  thi  Rsbkllion. — Mo- 
bile, Augutt  20. — ^Elsewhere,  the  telegraph  gives  us  a 
synopsis  of  the  Queen^s  speeeh  proroguing  Puiiament. 
The  little  Quelphish  lady  q>eak8  nothing  that  is  not 
written  or  indorsed  by  Palmerston,  as  every  body 
knows.  Recognition  and  armed  intervention  are  phan- 
toms which  the  good  sense  of  the  Southern  people  will 
DO  longer  see  by  night  and  by  day.  The  British  gov- 
ernment is  determined  to  **  take  no  part  in  the  con- 
test." 

Now  that  there  is  no  chance  of  English  interference, 
another  illusion  should  be  dispelled.  We  republish 
the  speech  of  Dr.  Olds  of  Ohio,  as  a  part  of  the  history 
of  these  remarkable  times.  Our  people  are  disposed 
to  rely  too  much  on  tiie  prospect  of  a  grand  smash  of 
the  Union  of  Yankeeland.  Such  men  as  Yallandig- 
ham  and  Dr.  Olds  are,  perhaps,  like  Bums,  dropped 
ill  the  wrong  country,  but  they  are  not  exponents  of 
Yankee  sentiment 

There  is  no  safety  in  any  thing  short  of  the  bayonet. 
Hope  of  something  tnmins  up,  of  the  gradual  omnipo- 
tence of  a  peace  party,  of  the  West  separating  from 
the  ESast,  of  a  resistance  to  the  onerous  taxation  of  the 
Lincoln  Government,  have  too  long  deluded  the  public 
mind  of  the  South.  All  such  hopes  are  fallacious.  The 
sober  mind  at  last  turns  back  to  the  bayonet  as  the 
only  peace-maker. 

The  North  is  a  unit,  and  has  been  a  unit  since  the 
commencement  of  this  war.  The  fact  could  not  be 
otherwise ;  foy^  the  races  North  and  South  have  always 
been  antagonistic  It  was  so  when  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment was  inaugurated.  Many  persons  are  inclined 
to  think  that  with  the  Missouri  Compromise  began  our 
troubles.  Not  so.  When  the  question  of  fixing  a  per- 
mament  capital  was  agitated  In  Congress,  the  South- 
Carolinians  insisted  that  it  should  be  removed  from 
Philadelphia,  because  the  Quakers  were  eternally  pes- 
tering them  about  slavery.  It  was  with  much  difficulty 
thai  the  capital  was  located  on  the  laanks  of  the  Poto- 


mac, because  the  New-Englanders  and  the  Quakers 
were  opposed  to  a  location  so  Southern.  Subsequent- 
ly, the  Quakers  became  silent,  and  New-England,  hav- 
ing stolen  the  thunder  of  these  quiet  people,  has  been 
the  hot-bed  of  Abolitionism. 

In  the  settlement  of  this  country,  two  great  streams 
of  civilization  poured  out.  One  had  its  head  at  James- 
town, and  one  at  Plymouth  Rock.  The  canting, 
witch-handing,  nasal-twanging,  money-worshipping,  cu- 
rioaity-lovmg,  meddling,  fanatical,  "  ism"-breeding  fol- 
lowers of  Cromwell,  spread  over  the  greater  part  of 
the  Nortlf  and  West  Jamestown  stock  chiefly  peo- 
pled the  South,  and  small  sections  of  the  North-west 
Territory,  which,  with  Kentucky,  belonged  to  Vir- 
ginia. It  was  the  descendants  of  the  genuine  Yan- 
kee which  met  us  at  Manassas  and  before  Richmond, 
and  fled  from  the  Valley  of  the  Shenandoah  before 
Jackson.  It  was  in  part  the  descendants  of  the 
Jamestown  stock,  crossed  with  tiie  Yankee,  which 
met  us  at  Donelson  and  Shiloh,  and  who  are  our 
stoutest  foes.  Any  one  who  will  look  into  this  bit  of 
history  will  see  that  it  is  true. 

Extrei^  religious  bigotry  indulged  for  more  than 
two  centmes,  and  constant  intermarriage  have  im- 
poverished the  Yankee  blood,  until  the  Yankee  mind 
has  become  diseased  and  filled  with  innumerable 
**  isms.*'  On  the  contrary,  though  the  South  has  pre- 
served its  great  English  features,  a  healthy  admixture 
of  the  blood  of  other  races  has  kept  it  from  degenera- 
tion. Besides,  our  people  were  from  the  start  tolerant 
and  well-bred,  haters  of  Cromwell  and  his  whole  crop- 
ped, steeple-hatted  race,  and  its  accursed  cant,  and 
worshipping  another  God  than  mammon.  They  have 
held  honor  as  the  highest  excellence,  and  cultivated 
the  refinements  of  civilization. 

With  such  a  race  as  peoples  the  North,  it  is  idle  to 
dream  of  peace,  for  bigotry  has  no  ears  and  cannot 
hear — no  eyes  and  cannot  see.  Its  sole  object  is 
subjugation  for  the  purpose  of  gain,  the  God  of  Jacob 
being  wholly  supplanted  by  the  god  Mammon.  The 
Slavery  question  was  only  agitated  for  political  su- 
premacy ;  and  the  Yankee  only  wanted  political  su- 
premacy that  he  might  rob  the  South  with  a  form  of 
law. 

Peace  will  be  declared  when  the  North  is  poveriali- 
ed  and  exhausted  —  not  before.  The  South,  then, 
should  gird  its  loins  for  the  contest,  and  rely  no  long- 
er on  foreign  intervention  or  Western  secession,  but 
upon  its  bayonets.  Let  it  go  into  the  field  like  Duke 
Godfrey,  crying,  *'  God  for  the  right  and  just  I"  and 
conquer  the  Swaoens  with  the  cold  steel  of  the  Souths 
em  legiozL — Mobile  Telegraphy  August  20. 


The  Stort  or  One  Rsoiment. — Wlien  the  Maine 
Eleventh  passed  through  New- York  last  November, 
the  ** Halleli\jah  Chorus"  chanted  by  eight  hundred 
and  fifty  sturdy  fellows,  few  persons  who  saw  them 
could  have  anticipated  that  tiiose  tall  lumbermen 
would,  within  a  twelvemonth,  be  almost  decimated. 
Arriving  in  Washington  they  built  those  famous  bar- 
racks which  were  visited  by  so  many  strangers ;  but  in 
spite  of  the  fine  shelter  the  typhoid  was  soon  busy  in 
their  ranks,  and  when  they  went  down  with  Casey^s  divi- 
sion they  were  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty  strong ;  one 
eighth  died  of  disease.  While  on  the  Peninsula  they 
lived  on  hard  biscuit  and  water  for  five  weeks,  owing 
to  the  inefficiency  or  rascality  o(  some  one,  so  that 
when  they  took  up  the  double-quick  for  Williamsburgh 
the  men  fcU  on  the  road  and  died  from  sheer  exhaus- 
tion.   At  the  batUe  of  Fair  Oaks  they  numbered,  fit 
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for  duty,  only  one  hundred  and  eighty  men.  One  half 
of  this  number  were  in  action,  and  were  nearly  all 
killed  and  wounded.— ^eiff-  York  Evening  Post^  June  1 1. 


Saji  Antonio,  N.  M.,  AprU  26. — "  It  affords  me  great 
pleasure  to  announce  to  you  another  glorious  victory, 
achieved  by  the  Texan  confederate  army  of  New- 
Mexico. 

"  Tlie  battle  of  Gloutta  was  fought  on  the  twenty- 
seventh  of  March,  by  eleven  hundred  Texans  under 
Colonel  Scurry,  and  over  two  thousand  Federals,  nn- 
der  Colonel  Sough,  of  the  I^ke^s  Peak  volunteers. 
We  whipped  and  utterly  routed  them  after  six  hours* 
hard  fighting.  Tliey  left  five  hundred  and  seventeen 
dead  and  wounded  on  the  field.  Their  loss,  however, 
is  now  learned  to  be  over  seven  hundred*  Victory 
was  gained  by  the  loss  of  the  brave  Majors  Roguet 
and  Buckholts,  of  Uie  Fourth,  and  Migor  Sliropshire 
of  the  Fifth ;  our  Iqss  in  killed  and  wounded  being 
sixty-seven. — Texcut  State  OattetU^  April  28. 

[this  is  a  rebel  account  of  the  battle  of  Apache 
Pass.— Ed.  R.  R.] 

% 

Northern  Women  and  the  War. — The  sufferings 
of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  have  drawn  forth 
freely  all  the  noble  and  benevolent  characteristics  of 
the  women  of  the  North,  hundreds  of  whom  have 
flocked  to  the  hospitals  east  and  west,  and  are  cheer- 
fully acting  as  angels  of  mercy  to  the  poor  fellows  who 
are  suffering  there  with  wounds  and  disease.  Con- 
spicuous among  these  plillanthropic  women  is  Mrs. 
Henry  Baylis,  the  wife  of  a  merchant  of  New-York,  who, 
as  chief  directress  of  the  Women's  Relief  Hospital,  has 
left  a  home  of  afi9uence  and  ease,  and  is  now  devoting 
her  whole  time  and  energies  to  the  relief  of  our  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  at  Yorktown.  Slie  has  not  only 
volunteered  to  endure  the  privations  and  discharge  the 
disagreeable  duties  of  hospital  life,  but  she  has  studied 
the  profession  of  surgeon  and  nurse,  so  that  she  can 
care  for  a  wounded  limb  equal  to  any  of  the  surgeons 
of  the  army.  The  memory  of  such  a  woman  should 
be  cherish^  by  the  whole  nation,  and  she  is  richly 
entitled  to  a  fame  equal  to  tliat  which  Florence  Night- 
ingale has  so  justly  eanied. — New- York  AUae, 


Curtis  HoRfns  Surprise. — ^W.  D.  Gleason  of  Wy- 
oming, Jones  County,  a  member  of  the  Curtis  Horse, 
and  who  was  in  Major  Schaeffer^s  command  when  sur- 
prised by  the  rebels,  relates  the  following  incidents  in 
a  letter  published  in  the  Anamosa  Eureka  : 

"  Just  before  sundown  the  alarm  was  given,  and  we 
were  ordered  to  saddle  as  quickly  as  possible.  We 
did  so,  but  were  liardly  in  time.  I  saddled  my  horse 
as  quickly  as  possible,  but  when  trying  to  bridle  him, 
he  stubbornly  refused  to  open  his  mouth.  I  finally 
forced  the  bits  into  his  mouth,  untied  him,  and  mount- 
ed. The  enemy  were  then  close  upon  us,  and  when  I 
reached  the  road,  they  were  within  two  and  a  half 
rods  of  me,  and  yelling  like  fiends.  They  called  upon 
me  to  surrender,  and  as  I  gave  no  heed  to  their  cries, 
fired ;  but  luckily  for  me,  their  aim  was  poor,  and  I 
escaped  without  a  wound,  although  one  shot  went 
through  my  blouse.  After  reaching  the  road  I  put 
spurs  to  my  horse  and  fiew  like  lightning  along  the 
road. 

*'  I  ran  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  when  my  horse 
jumped  into  a  mud-hole  and  fell,  unhorsing  me  and 
plunging  me  into  the  mud.  He  then  jumped  up  and 
ran  away.  As  I  rose  and  brushed  the  mud  from  my 
face  and  eyes,  I  received  a  blow  with  the  butt  of  a  gun 


from  one  of  them.  My  sabre  wa.<i  then  gone  and  ay 
revolver  was  my  only  weapon.  I  turned,  and  lerelling 
it  at  his  breast,  fired,  and  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  see 
ing  him  faU  from  his  horse.  I  then  ran  a  distance  of 
about  four  rods  into  the  woods,  and  lay  flat  upon  mj 
face  until  they  passed  me,  and  then  took  my  var 
through  the  woods  to  a  farm-house,  about  one  mile 
distant  Fortune  favored  me,  and  I  found  the  &rmcr 
a  whole-souled  Union  man. 

"  Mig'or  Schaeffer  was  killed.  We  deeply  mooni  bis 
loss,  as  he  was  a  noble,  whole-souled  man,  and  a  good 
officer. 

"  Lieut  Wheeler  is  with  us.  He  was  taken  prisoner,, 
but  effected  his  escape  by  throwing  his  Captor's  bead 
over  a  fence  and  holding  his  throat  across  a  rail  ontil 
life  was  extinct'* 


Rebel  Officers  in  Battle. — ^The  following  a  i 
rebel  official  circular,  and  accounts  for  the  fact  that  tb« 
National  loss  in  officers  in  battie  is  oftentimes  so  modi 
greater  than  that  of  the  enemy : 

WAM  DlFAXTMXNT,  AOtnTTAlIT  AMD  iKSPflCrCNhOniBAL'f  ) 

OrriCB,  RicmoiD,  June  8, 1981     f 

Officers  of  the  field  are  permitted  to  wear  a  fatigne 
dress,  consisting  of  the  regulation  frodt-eoat,  withoat 
embroidery  on  the  collar,  or  a  gray  jacket,  with  the 
demgnation  of  rank  upon  the  collar.  Only  caps  socb 
as  are  worn  by  the  privates  of  their  respective  com- 
mands may  be  worn  by  officers  of  the  line: 

Mounted  officers  are  ordered  to  dismount  in  time  of 
action,  whenever  they  can  do  so  without  interference 
with  the  proper  dischai^  of  thdr  duties. 

Officers  of  all  grades  are  reminded  that  unneceaniT 
exposure  in  time  of  batUe,  on  the  part  of  commiasioattd 
officers,  is  not  only  unsoldierlike,  but  productive  of 
great  injury  to  the  army  and  infinite  peril  to  the  coun- 
try. They  are  recommended  to  follow,  in  this  paiticn- 
lar,  to  a  reasonable  extent,  the  ezoelleut  example  set 
them  by  the  enemy. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War. 

aCoOFEl^ 

A4latant  and  Intpedor-ChacnL 

Official— Geo.  P.  Foots,  A.  A.  General 


The  Keeper  of  the  Richmond  Bastils. — Ga|iL  T. 
D.  Jeffress,  C.S.A.,  has  been  assigned  to  the  ooouDaiKi 
of  the  confederate  States  military  prison,  known  is  the 
'*  Libby,'*  comer  of  Twentieth  and  Cary  streets.  Capt 
Jeffress  was  attached  to  the  Fifty-sixth  Ytrgmia  regi- 
ment, and  was  with  Gen.  John  B.  Floyd  in  Western 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  alao  sored  in 
the  battles  of  Gaines*s  Mills  and  Fraoier*!  Dam,  irooad 
Richmond,  where  for  gallant  and  meritorious  serrioe 
he  received  honorable  mention  In  the  brigade  report. 
— Richm^md  Examiner ^  OeUiher  8. 


Joe  Pjlrsons,  a  Maryland  Brave. — ^A  corre^nd- 
ent  of  the  Boston  TranKript^  writing  from  the  bospi* 
tals  of  Alexandria,  Ya.,  relates  the  foUowing  anecdote : 
Joe  enlisted  in  the  First  Maryland  regiment,  and  was 
plainly  a  **  rough  "  originally.  As  we  payed  along  the 
hall  we  first  saw  him  crouched  near  an  open  window, 
lustily  singing,  "  I*m  a  bold  soldier  boy,*'  and  obserr- 
ing  the  broad  bandage  over  his  eyes,  I  said :  *'  What's 
your  name,  my  good  fellow?"  "Joe,  sir,"  be  an- 
swered, "  Joe  Parsons."'  "And  yfhaX  is  the  matter 
with  you  ?  **  "  Blind,  sir,  bUnd  as  a  bat**  '*  In  l»t* 
tie  t  *'  **  Tes,  at  Antietam ;  both  eyes  shot  out  at  ooe 
clip.**  Poor  Joe  was  in  the  front,  at  Antietam  Crcfk* 
and  a  Mini^  ball  had  passed  directly  through  his  eyc^ 
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across  his  fa«c,  destroying  his  sight  forever.  He  was 
but  twenty  years  old,  but  he  was  as  happy  as  a  lark  ! 
"It  is  dreadful,"  I  said.  "Tm  very  thankful  Pm 
alive,  sir.  It  might  ha'  been  worse,  yep  see,"  he  con- 
tinued.   And  then  he  told  us  his  story. 

"  I  was  hit,**  he  said,  "  and  it  knocked  me  down.  I 
lay  there  all  night,  and  the  next  day  the  fight  was  re- 
newed. I  could  stand  the  pain,  yer  see,  but  the  balls 
was  flvin'  all  round,  and  I  wanted  to  get  away.  I 
couldn't  see  nothin',  though.  So  I  wuted  and  listened ; 
and  at  last  I  heard  a  feller  groanin'  beyond  me.  'Hel- 
lo!' says  L  *  Hello,  yourself,'  says  he.  *Who  be 
yer  ? '  says  I—*  a  rebel  ?  *  *  You're  a  Yankee,'  says  he. 
'•Sol  am,'  says  I;  *  What's  the  matter  with  you?' 
*My  leg's  smashed,'  says  he.  *  Can't  yer  walk?' 
*  No.'     *  Can  yer  see  ? '    *  Yes.'    *  Well,'  says  I,  *  you're 

a rebel,  but  will  you  do  me  a  little  favor  ? '    *  I 

will,'  says  he,  *ef  I  ken.'  Then  I  says:  'Well,  ole 
butternut,  I  can't  see  nothin'.  My  eyes  is  knocked 
out ;  but  I  ken  walk.  Come  over  yere.  Let's  git  out 
o'  this.  You  pint  the  way,  an'  I'll  tote  yer  off  the 
field  on  my  back.'  *  Bully  for  you,'  says  he.  And  so 
we  managed  to  git  together.  We  shook  hands  on  it 
I  took  a  wink  outer  his  canteen,  and  he  got  on  to  my 
shoulders. 

**  I  did  the  walkin'  for  both,  an'  he  did  the  naviga- 
tin'.  An*  ef  he  didn't  make  me  carry  him  straight  into 
a  rebel  colonel's  tent,  a  mile  away,  Tm  a  liar  I  How- 
s'cver,  the  colonel  came  up,  an'  says  he,  *  Whar  d'yer 
come  from?  who  be  yer?'  I  told  him.  He  Bud  I 
was  done  for,  and  couldn't  do  no  more  shoot'n ;  an' 
he  sent  me  over  to  our  lines.  So,  after  three  days,  I 
came  down  here  with  the  wounded  boys,  where  we're 
doin'  pretty  well,  all  things  oonadered."  "  But  you 
will  never  see  the  light  again,  my  poor  fellow,"  I  sug- 
gesfced,  sympathetically.  "That's  so,"  he  answered, 
glibly,  "  but  I  can't  help  it,  you  notioe.  I  did  my 
dooty — got  shot,  pop  in  the  eye — an'  that's  my  mis- 
fort'n,  not  my  fault — ^as  the  old  man  said  of  his  blind 
boss.  But — *  I'm  a  bold  soldier  boy,' "  he  continued, 
cheerily  renewmg  his  song ;  and  we  left  him  In  his  sin- 
gular merriment  Poor,  sightless,  unlucky,  but  stout- 
hearted  Joe  Parsons. 
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BATTLE    ODE    TO   VIRGINIA. 

Old  Vwginia  I  virgin  crowned 

Daughter  of  the  royal  Bess, 
Send  the  fiery  ensign  round. 
Call  your  chivalry  renowned, 

Lineage  of  the  lioness. 

You  have  thrown  the  gauntlet  down, 

Pledged  to  vindicate  the  right ; 
Bid  your  sons  from  field  and  town. 
Through  summer's  smile  and  winter's  frown 
Hake  ready  for.  the  fight 

Now  that  you  have  drawn  the  sword, 

Throw  away  the  useless  sheath, 
Hear  your  destiny's  award — 
Drive  the  invaders  from  your  sward, 
Or  lay  your  heads  beneath. 

In  the  field  with  conflict  rife, 
None  must  falter,  yield,  or  fly ; 

Honor,  liberty,  and  Ufe, 

All  are  staked  upon  the  strife. 
Yon  must  *'  do  or  die." 
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Let  your  daughters  shed  no  tear. 

Though  their  dearest  may  be  slain ; 
None  for  9df  must  hope  or  fear. 
All  with  joy  their  buidens  bear, 
Till  you  are  free  again. 

By  the  consecrated  soil 

Where  your  Washington  had  birth, 
Keep  your  homes  from  ruthless  spoil. 
Keep  your  shield  from  spot  or  soil. 

Or  perish  from  the  earth.  * 


A  MOTHER'S  PRAYER 

Father,  in  the  battle  fray. 
Shelter  his  dear  head,  I  pray ! 
Nerve  his  young  arm  with  the  might 
Of  Justice,  Liberty,  and  Right 
Where  the  red  hail  deadliest  falls, 
Where  stem  duty  loudly  calls. 
Where  the  strife  is  fierce  and  wild — 
Father !  guard,  oh  I  guard  my  child  ! 

Where  the  foe  rush  swift  and  strong, 
Madly  striking  for  the  wrong; 
W^here  the  clash  of  angry  steel 
Rings  above  the  battle-field ; 
Where  the  stifling  air  is  hot^ 
With  bursting  shell  and  whistling  shot, 
Father !  to  my  boy's  brave  breast 
Let  no  treacherous  blade  be  pressed ! 

Father  I  if  my  woman's  heart — 
Frail  and  weak  in  every  part — 
Wanders  from  thy  mercyrseat, 
After  those  dear  roving  feet. 
Let  thy  tender,  pitying  grace. 
Every  selfish  thought  erase ! 
If  this  mother's  love  be  wrong — 
Pardon,  bless,  and  make  me  strong. 

For  when  silent  shades  of  night 
Shut  the  bright  world  from  my  sight ; 
When  around  the  cheerful  fire 
Gather  brothers,-  sister,  sire. 
Then  I  miss  my  boy's  bright  face 
From  the  old  familiar  place, 
And  my  sad  heart  wanders  back 
To  tented  field  and  bivouac ! 

Often  in  my  troubled  sleep. 
Waking,  wearily,  to  weep — 
Often  dreaming  he  is  near, 
Calming  every  anxious  fear — 
Often  startled  by  the  flash 
Of  hostile  swords  that  meet  and  clash, 
TUl  Uie  cannon's  smoke  and  roar 
Hide  him  from  my  eyes  once  more  1 

Thus  I  dream,  and  hope,  and  pray 
All  the  weary  hours  away ; 
But  I  know  his  cause  is  just, 
And  I  centre  all  my  trust 
In  thy  promise— as  thy  day 
So  shall  thy  strength  be  alway  I 
Yet  I  need  thy  guidance  still ; 
Father  I  let  me  do  thy  will  1 


*  Xcw-Albamv,  iRvuiri,  April  SS,  1868. 
Mk.  Fhahk  Moors,  Kditos  aisnxios  RaooRO :  The  Incloced 
is  a  genuine  rebel  ode,  which  came  to  my  hands  last  year.    It 
leems  to  have  more  merit  than  most  of  their  productions. 

Tery  retpectfully,  F.  Willsojt. 
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If  new  sorrow  should  befall, 
If  ray  noble  boy  should  fall, 
If  the  bright  head  I  have  blessed, 
On  the  cold  earth  finds  its  rest — 
Still,  with  all  the  mother's  heart, 
Tom,  and  quivering  with  the  smart, 
I  yield  him,  'neath  thy  chastenmg  rod. 
To  his  dear  country  and  his  God. 

—Biehnumd  DUpakh^  Oct.  18. 


THE  REBEL  IN  THE  WOODa 

The  winter  is  gone  and  spring  has  come  once  more 
The  rebels  rejoice  that  winter  is  no  more 
For  it  is  spring  and  the  leaves  are  growing  green 
The  rebels  rejoice  that  they  cannot  be  seen. 

CH0R1TS. 

Then  home  soon  they  will  be 

Home,  dearest  home  to  this  our  country 

Where  the  rose  is  in  the  bud  and  the  blossom  on 

the  tree 
And  the  Lark  is  singing  home  to  North  Missouri 

We  have  taken  up  arms  in  defense  of  our  farms 

And  if  the  Federals  trouble  us  we  will  surely  do  them 

harm 
For  we  have  declared  that  our  land  shall  be  free 
But  if  they  stay  away  how  quiet  we  will  be. 

CHORUS. 

From  home,  home  we  will  be,  &c. 

The  rebels  from  their  homes  are  compelled  to  go, 
And  stay  in  the  woods  where  the  bushes  are  thick  and 

low ; 
For  if  they  do  go  home  and  there  attempt  to  stay, 
The  Feds  will  come  and  force  them  away. 

CHORUS. 

Away,  away  they  will  be. 

Away  from  their  homes  in  their  own  country. 

Away  from  their  sweethearts  they  have  to  be, 
And  lay  in  the  woods  by  night  and  by  day, 
And  for  fear  of  Alton  penitentiary, 
Still  from  theur  homes  they  have  to  be. 

For  if  by  the  Feds  they  should  captured  be, 
They  will  be  carried  to  the  penitentiary. 
And  there  be  confined  in  cells  dark  and  low, 
Away  from  his  home  in  his  own  country. 

But  for  the  sake  of  still  remidning  free 

They  had  rather  sleep  neath  some  wide  spreading  tree 

Than  to  be  carried  to  some  distant  shore 

There  to  be  confined  till  the  war  will  be  o*er. 

CHORUS. 

Then  home,  home  we  will  return 

Home,  dearest  home,  for  which  we  did  yearn,  &c. 

When  the  war  is  over  he*ll  return  home 

The  bloom  of  health  from  his  cheeks  will  be  gone 

But  when  he  is  released  and  set  at  liberty 

He  will  return  to  the  land  of  the  free. 

Now  my  song  is  almost  ended,  and  since  it  is  so. 
Away  to  the  wars  with  all  speed  I  must  go, 
With  my  gmi  in  my  liand,  my  jacket  all  so  blue- 
Farewell,  my  friends,  I  must  bid  you  adieu. 


OHOBVS. 

Tlien  away,  away  I  will  be, 

Away  from  my  home  and  away  from  tliee. 

When  the  war  is  over  I  will  return  to  thee, 
We  will  get  married  if  we  can  agree, 
And  when  we  are  joined  in  wedlock^s  happy  band, 
Then  we  never  more  will  take  the  parting  hand. 

But  if  by  you  I  should  rejected  be. 

Then  my  happiness  can  never  completely  be. 

But  if  my  bride  you  do  consent  to  be. 

Then  we*ll  live  together  in  love  and  harmony. 

Captain  Z  y  K  has  eighteen  in  command 

The  Feds  do  fear  him  whenever  he  makes  a  stand 

For  they  do  make  such  a  gallant  cfaarg 

The  Federals  always  thinks  therr  force  is  large: 

CHORUS. 

Then  away  the  Feds  will  be,  &c. 

General  Guitar  if  a  fight  you  do  crave 
Attack  CO.  Z  y  K  &  they  will  send  you  to  your  gnre 
For  their  men  are  brave  and  true  k  all  you  have  to  do 
Is  to  bring  on  your  force  and  they  will  put  you  through. 

The  girls  of  Terrapin  encourage  us  to  fight. 

They  sav  by  driving  the  Feds  away  we*U  surely  do 

right. 
Come  out  you  new  militia  we*d  like  to  get  a  whack 
We  will  make  you  run  and  shoot  you  in  the  back. 


Niw-Orlvanb,  Oct,  10. — ^A  case  of  some  interest  to 
the  "  cullered  population  *'  was  decided,  yesterday,  by 
Judge  Kinsman.  It  appears  that  a  free  colored  buo 
named  John  Montamat  was  married  to  a  slave  woman, 
by  whom  he  had  two  children,  one  of  whidh  died ;  the 
other,  a  little  giri  about  eleven  yean  of  age,  a  brigbt 
mulatto,  quite  fair  to  look  upon,  still  survives,  aod 
was  the  subject  of  the  present  legal  prooeediiigB.  Hoa- 
tamat,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  determined  to  por- 
chase  the  freedom  of  his  wife  from  her  owner,  and,  in 
furtherance  of  that  object,  had  paid  six  hundred  dol- 
lars. In  order  to  secure  the  freedom  of  his  sarriviiig 
child,  he  sent  her  to  Cincinnati,  where  she  was  btp* 
tized  into  the  Catholic  Church.  Montamat,  the  fiithfr, 
subsequently  became  involved  In  debt  in  this  city,  and 
mortj^iged  his  daughter  as  a  slave  to  secure  his  cn^ 
tors.  The  mortgage  was  foreclosed  In  Febraaiy,  186S, 
and  the  child  of  this  father  was  sold  to  a  Mr.  Savoie, 
at  BherifTs  sale.  In  the  present  case,  Montamat  ap- 
plied for  the  freedom  of  his  child  under  the  circom- 
stances  above  detailed.  Able  connael  had  been  re- 
tained by  both  parties — Christian  Roeelius  for  the  de- 
fendant, and  Colonel  A.  P.  field  for  Montamat  The 
Court  decided  that  the  giri  was  entitled  to  her  freedosi, 
and  so  ordered. — N,  O.  DeUa,  Odober  10. 


Rebel  Cokscript  Law. — ^By  a  general  order,  dated 
the  second  of  October,  issueid  from  the  army  head- 
quarters In  Richmond,  **the  execution  of  the  act  ap- 
proved April  sixteenth,  1862,  commonly  called  the  eoa- 
scription  act,  and  of  all  the  amendments  thereto,  i> 
suspended  by  direction  of  the  President  in  the  StaM 
of  Kentucky  and  MIssoari.  Troops  from  thoas  States 
will,  until  further  orders,  be  rec^ved  Into  the  coa- 
federate  service  under  the  act  passed  by  the  confede- 
rate Congress  prior  to  the  act  above  referred  to,  sad 
I  the  execution  of  which  is  suspended.' 
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In  the  Mayoi's  Court  at  Richmond,  October  sixteenth, 
James  Pimpeon  was  charged  with  buying  one  hundred 
and  scventr  dollars  worth  of  bacon,  butter,  and  eggs, 
to  sell  at  his  store ;  the  facts  being  established,  the 
butter  and  eggs  were  confiscated.  In  the  same  Court, 
J.  Cropper  had  twenty-two  dozen  eggs  oonfl.ocated, 
and  E.  J.  Talliafero  was  fined  ten  dollars  for  riding  a 
horse  in  the  street  faster  than  six  miles  an  hour. 

The  Varieties  Theatre  to-night  gives  a  benefit  for 
the  sufferers  of  Wibnhigton,  N.  C^Riehmond  Sxam- 
iner^  October  17. 

Stonswall  Jackson  administkbs  the  Sacramvnt. 
—  On  the  morning  of  a  recent  battle  near  Har- 
per^s  Ferry,  after  a  sermon  by  one  of  his  chaplains, 
Stonewall  Jackson,  who,  by  the  way,  is  an  elder  in 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  administered  the  sacrament 
to  the  church  members  in  his  army.  He  invited  all 
Christians  to  participate  in  this  ceremony.  A  Baptist, 
the  Btraitest  of  his  sect,  thoroughly  imbued  with  the 
idea  of  close  communion,  was  seen  to  hesitate ;  but 
the  occasion,  and  the  man  who  presided,  overcame  his 
scruples,  and  thus  it  has  happened  that  the  prospect  of 
a  fight  and  the  eloquence  of  Jackson  made  a  Baptist 
forget  that  baptism  is  the  door  into  the  church.  In 
all  Jackson's  army  an  oath  is  rarely  uttered.  A  re- 
ligious enthusiasm  pervades  it,  which  makes  every 
man  a  hero.  Conscious  of  the  justice  of  our  cause, 
and  imbued  with  the  strongest  convictions  of  patriot- 
ism, his  men  are  irresistible.  In  this  incident  we 
have  an  explanation  of  General  Jackson's  invincibility, 
and  we  are  thus  enabled  to  understand  why  his  men 
are  all  heroes,  and  why  they  endure  without  a  mur- 
mur the  severest  hardships  to  which  any  troops 
have  been  subjected  during  the  war.  When  peace  is 
restored  it  will  be  honor  enough  for  any  man  to  say : 
**  I  belonged  to  the  army  of  Stonewall  Jackson." — 
Knoxville  Register^  September  80. 


All  Incident  of  South-Mountain.  —  At  the  bat- 
tle of  South-Mountain,  Richard  Garrabrant,  of  the 
Ninty-fifth  New- York  regiment,  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulders.  After  dark,  missing  his  regiment,  he  be- 
came lost  in  the  woods  and  went  in  the  direction  of 
the  rebels.  He  saw  a  party  of  men  ahead,  and  called 
out :  **  What  regiment  do  you  belong  to  ?"  They  an- 
swered :  "  The  Third  South-Carolina.  What  do  you 
belong  to  ?"  "  The  Tenth  Virginia,"  answered  Garrar 
brant,  and  made  off  in  the  opposite  direction,  when  he 
soon  met  some  Federal  soldiers.  He  is  now  lying  in 
a  hospital  at  Baltimore. 


Nkw  Rrbcl  Seal. — The  rebel  Congress  could  not 
settle  a  seal  for  the  confederacy.  The  two  houses 
cK>uld  not  agree  upon  a  device,  and  a  committee  of 
conference  &led  to  settle  the  matter.  The  following 
was  the  Senate's  design: 

An  armed  youth  in  classic  costume,  standing  be- 
neath, a  woman  is  clinging.  The  whole  is  surrounded 
by  a  margin  of  rice,  cotton,  tobacco,  and  sugar-cane. 
Motto,  ^'Fro  Arit  et  FocU:' 


General  Grant  received  the  following  communica- 
tion from  a  rebel  The  letter  was  written  on  three 
leaves  out  of  a  memorandum  book,  about  four  by 

three  inches  in  size : 

SiXATOBiA,  Jal7 16),  18<I9. 

IT.  8.  Grant  :  Sir  :  We  have  seen  your  infamous 
and  fiendish  proclamation.    It  is  characteristic  of  your 


infernal  policy.  We  had  hoped  that  this  war  would 
be  conducted  upon  principles  recognized  by  civilized 
nations.  But  you  have  seen  fit  to  ignore  all  the  rules 
of  civilized  warfare,  and  resort  to  means  which  ought 
to  and  would  make  half-civilized  nations  blush.  If 
you  attempt  to  carry  out  your  threat  against  the  pro- 
perty of  citizens,  we  will  make  you  rue  the  day  you 
issued  your  dastardly  proclamation.  If  we  can't  act 
upon  the  principle  of  lex  taliomt  in  regard  to  private 
property,  we  will  visit  summary  vengeance  upon  your 
men.  You  call  us  guerrillas,  which  you  know  is  false. 
We  are  recognized  by  our  government,  and  it  was  us 
who  attacked  your  wagon-train  at  Morning  Sun.  We 
have  twenty-three  men  of  yours,  and  as  soon  as  you 
carry  out  your  threat  against  the  citizens  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  Morning  Sun,  your  Hessians  shall  pay  for  it 
You  shall  conduct  this  war  upon  proper  principles. 

We  intend  to  force  you  to  do  it  If  you  intend  to 
make  this  a  war  of  extermination  you  will  please  in- 
fonn  us  of  it  at  the  earliest  convenience.  We  are 
ready  and  more  than  willing  to  raise  the  "  black  flag.*' 
There  are  two  thousand  partisans  who  have  sworn  to 
retaliate.  If  you  do  not  retract  your  proclamation, 
you  may  expect  to  have  scenes  of  the  most  bloody 
character.  We  all  remember  the  manner  in  which 
your  vandal  soldiers  put  to  death  Mr.  Owens,  of  Mis- 
souri. Henceforth  our  motto  shall  be,  blood  for  blood 
and  blood  for  property.  We  intend,  by  the  help  of 
God,  to  hang  on  the  outskirts  of  your  rabble  like 
lightning  around  the  edge  of  a  cloud.  We  don't  in- 
tend this  as  a  threat,  but  simply  a  warning  of  what  we 
intend  to  do  in  case  you  pursue  your  disgraceful  and 
nefarious  policy  towards  our  citizens,  as  marked  out  in 
your  threat  of  recent  date.    Respectfully, 

Geo.  R.  Merritt. 


Promotions  in  the  Rebel  Army. — Brigadier-Gen. 
J.  £.  B.  Stuart,  to  be  major-general  of  cavalry ;  Col. 
Fitz-Hugh  Lee,  of  the  First  Virginia  cavalry,  to  be  bri- 

gudier-general  of  cavalry ;  Col.  Hays,  of  the  Eleventh 
oulsiana  regiment,  to  be  brigadier-general;  Brig.- 
General  Wade  Hampton  has  been  assigned  to  the  bri- 
gade of  cavalry. — Richmond  ExanwMr^  July  28. 


General  Sumner  had  a  son,  a  captain  on  his  staff, 
who  is  but  twenty-one  years  of  age.  During  the  bat- 
tle of  Antietam,  when  the  bullets  were  whistling  around 
the  General's  ears,  he  found  it  necessary  to  send  the 
young  man  upon  a  mission  of  duty  to  a  certain  portion 
of  the  field.  After  giving  him  the  requisite  instruc- 
tions. Gen.  Sumner  embraced  him  and  said :  ^*  Good- 
by,  Sammy."  "  Good-by,  father,"  was  the  response, 
and  the  captain  rode  forth  upon  his  mission.  On  his 
return,  the  fond  father  grasped  his  hand,  with  the 
simple  remark  of  **  How  d'ye  do,  Sammy  ?"  The  spec- 
tators of  this  filial  scene  were  much  affected. 


Salt  in  Virginia. — ^The  first  instalment  of  salt  for 
the  citizens  of  Henrico  County  has  arrived,  and  will  be 
distributed  to^y,  (Oct  8,)  by  Mr.  M.  C.  Eggleston,at 
the  county  court-house.  Persons  before  applying  must 
procure  a  certificate  from  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  his 
district  Each  person  in  charge  of  a  family  is  entitled 
to  one  and  a  half  pounds  for  each  member  of  the  fami- 
ly, at  five  cents  per  pound. 

Carry  the  right  change  in  order  to  prevent  confu- 
sion and  delay.  Ten  days  is  only  allowed  to  deliver 
the  above  instalment  Elijah  Baker. 
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SALT  FOR  nKKRICO. 

I  am  prepared  to  furnish  certificates  to  all  persons 
entitled  to  receive  salt  in  the  apper  district.  I  can  be 
found  at  my  shop,  corner  Seventh  and  Grace  streets, 
in  rear  of  Theatre.  John  W.  Lee,  J.  P., 

of  Henrico  County. 
"JHehm&nd  Whiff  J  October  4. 


Bishop  Roaecranb. — As  Bishop  Rosecrans  (brother 
of  the  General)  was  at  dinner  recently,  the  conversation 
reverted  to  the  war. 

**  It  would  seem  to  me,  Bishop,  that  you  and  your 
brother,  the  General,  are  engaiged  in  very  different 
callings,"  remarked  a  gentleman. 

"  Yes,  it  appears  so,"  returned  the  Bishop.  **  And 
yet,"  he  continued,  **  we  are  both  fightmg  men.  While 
the  General  is  wielding  the  sword  of  the  flesh,  I  trust 
that  I  am  using  the  sword  of  the  Spirit  He  is  fight- 
ing the  rebels,  and  I  am  fighting  the  spirits  of  dark- 
ness. There  is  this  difference  in  the  terms  of  our 
service :  he  is  fighting  with  Priee^  while  I  am  fighting 
without  price. — New- York  Evenittg  Fott^  October  8. 


Iw  Bethel,  Vt,  on  the  twenty-second  of  September, 
Mr.  David  Owen  was  ridden  upon  a  rail,  because  he 
declined  to  cheer  the  Stars  and  Stripes,  and  persisted 
in  refuung  to  comply  with  the  requests  of  a  party  who 
waited  upon  him  at  liis  residence,  with  tiie  express  in* 
tention  of  making  him  a  Union  man. — NevhYork  Com- 
mereial^  October  8. 

Bushwhacking  and  the  Black  Flag. — ^Now  is  the 
time  for  bushwhacking  and  the  bkck  flag.  Now  is 
the  time  to  punish,  with  the  Ml  measure  of  retribu- 
tive justice,  the  Vandals  who  have  dared  to  desecrate 
our  soil  for  purposes  of  rapine,  murder,  and  every 
manner  of  cruelty  and  outrage  which  illustrates  the 
depravity  and  wickedness  of  human  nature  in  its  most 
degenerate  form.  It  is  not  improbable  that,  by  means 
of  iron-clad  boats,  they  will  succeed,  occasionally,  in 
effecting  landings  upon  the  Mississippi  River,  with  a 
view  to  predatory  mcursions  into  the  interior.  Noth- 
ing better  could  be  desired.  It  will  give  each  man,  of 
whatever  age,  calling,  or  occupation,  an  opportunity  to 
become  at  once  an  efficient  soldier.  He  can  take  his 
gun,  ascertain  the  places  most  likely  to  be  frequented 
by  the  Yankee  thieves,  conceal  himself  in  ravine, 
thicket,  or  undergrowth,  and  pick  them  off  by  the 
wholesale.  This  will  be  fine  sport  —  better,  indeed, 
than  hunting  wild  game.  And  those  engaged  in  it 
will  have  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  whenever 
they  bring  one  of  these  prowling  b^ts  to  the  dust, 
the  number  of  our  remorseless  enemies  wUl  be  that 
much  less.  We  know  of  one  quiet  but  shrewd  and 
resolute  citizen  in  a  certain  region  infested  with  these 
plunderers  from  Yankee  land,  who  has  bagged  about 
a  dozen  of  them.  His  example  is  commended  espe- 
cially to  the  people  of  the  river  counties ;  but  not  to 
them  alone.  Where  the  base  hoof  of  a  Yankee  leaves 
its  impress,  tiiere  let  his  carcass  be  made  to  enrich  the 
soil  wliich  he  has  come  to  plunder.  Nor  must  their 
coming  be  awaited.  Every  part  of  our  territory  should 
alike  be  held  sacred  from  such  a  loathsome  presence. 
The  Yankee  generals,  dreading  the  guerrilla  and  bush- 
whacking system  of  war,  have  indicated  their  purpose 
to  retaliate,  by  seizing  non-combatants  and  destroying 
property  indiscriminately.  It  is  not  for  our  people  to 
be  deterred  by  this  exponent  We  must  remember 
tliat  our  condition  caimot  possibly  be  made  worse  than 


it  will  have  become  should  the  Yankees  snoeeed  ia 
their  scheme  of 'subjugation.  As  for  the  rolei  of 
civilized  war,  we  have  tiiis  to  say :  A  people  who,  for 
no  justifiable  cause  whatever,  have  come  to  place  a 
yoke  of  iron  on  our  necks,  are  not  entiUed  to  their 
benefit  Moreover,  those  rules,  as  well  as  the  ordinary 
obligations  of  humanity,  have  been  entirely  disre^puii- 
ed  by  the  Yankees  wherever  they  have  succeeded  in 
obtaining  control  Witness  their  inhuman  conduct  al 
Nashville,  Huntsville,  New-Orieans,  and  elsewhere. 
Witness  tiieir  attick  with  shell  and  shot  upon  Chatta- 
nooga, without  a  warning  for  the  removal  of  the 
women  and  children. 

In  addition  to  pitched  batties  upon  the  open  field, 
let  us  try  partisan  ranging  bushwhacking — and  hence- 
forward, until  the  close  of  this  war,  let  oar  sign  be. 
The  Black  Flag  and  no  Quarter  I— Jackson  Mimmp- 
pian^  June  10. 


Rebel  Grubltt.— -A  hdy  in  Ulster  County,  N.  T., 
writes :  ^*  We  have  just  received  the  horrid  news  of 
poor  James  Webster^s  death.  He  owned  a  &nn  in 
Virginia,  was  a  Methodist  minister,  and  a  quiet  Umon 
man.  The  rebels  took  him  while  Uireshing  in  his 
bam,  without  allowing  him  even  a  change  of  clothing 
drove  him  three  days  without  eating,  go  that  he  died. 
He  was  my  nephew." — yew-York  JVibune^  Jyne  11. 

West-Pointers  in  the  Two  Armies. — ^From  a  Ii»t 
before  us  of  the  West-Point  graduates,  who  are  oScen 
in  the  annies  of  the  Unit^  States  and  confedentc 
States,  it  appears  that  there  are  in  the  United  Staiea 
army  seventeen  major-generals  and  twenty-four  bri- 
gadiergenerals ;  in  the  confederate  States  army,  fire 
generals  (beside  A.  S.  Johnson,  killed  at  Shilob.) 
eighteen  major-generals,  forty-one  brigadier-genenL». 
from  this  list,  which  ends  with  1848,  U  appean  that 
we  hare  sixty-four  generals  from  West-Point  in  our 
army,  while  the  United  States  have  but  forty-one.  It 
was  no  idle  or  unmeaning  boast  of  President  Drn^ 
that  he  had  pick  and  choice  of  the  officers  of  the  old 
army.  Notwithstanding  the  frequent  flings  at  West- 
Pointers,  we  may  yet  fijnd  it  a  cause  of  congratulation 
that  we  had  at  the  head  of  our  government  one  wlio 
was  educated  at  West-Point  himself,  but  who,  by  his 
service  in  the  army  and  in  the  War  Department,'  was 
so  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  military  talent  of  ail 
the  United  States  officers.— ifo6t^  Evaikng  A>w, 
September  22. 

A  Gallant  Dash. — Capt  Frank'  Findlay,  with  his 
littie  company  of  Partisan  Rangers,  from  Washmgtoo 
County,  Va.,  neariy  all  of  whom  are  youths  under 
eighteen  years  of  age,  and  attached  to  the  State  Use 
service,  niado  a  dash  into  Wyoming  County  a  few  dari 
ago,  and  captured  Capt.  Godfrey,  a  noted  leader  of  a 
Union  company,  and  ten  of  his  men.  They  brooght 
them  into  camp  at  Abb*8  Valley,  where  they  are  in 
limbo  for  the  present — Hiehmond  H^A«$r,  Stfiemier  6. 


another  proclamation  wanted. 

7b  ihe  Ediiw  of  th$  Worid:  My  husband  is  an  officer 
in  the  rebel  army,  and  will  never  lay  down  bis  arms 
while  Mr.  Lincoln  is  President  There  are  many  Infies 
in  this  State  also  who  have  husbands  fighting  agaia^t 
the  North.  As  there  is  a  pn>daniation  to  free  tbs 
slaves  of  disloyal  citizens,  why  can*t  we  have  a  pn>- 
cUmation  to  free  wives  from  disloyal  husbands  ? 


DsRBT,  flept  S8. 
^JfeW'Tort  World,  October  10. 


Ernci. 
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MoBiLB,  October  8. — ^Brate  Butler  hu  issued  an  or- 
der (No.  76)  requiring  all  persons  in  New-Orleans, 
male  or  female,  eighteen  years  of  age  or  upwards,  who 
sympathize  with  the  Southern  Confederacy,  to  report 
themaeWes  by  firet  October,  with  descripUTC  lists  of 
their  property,  real  and  personal  If  they  renew  their 
allegiance  to  the  United  States  Gckremment,  they  are  to 
be  recommended  for  pardon ;  if  not,  they  will  be  fined 
and  imprisoned,  and  their  property  confiscated.  The 
policemen  of  the  city  are  dunged  with  the  duty  of  see- 
ing that  every  householder  enrols  his  property  in  the 
respective  districts. — Richmond  Inquirer^  October  6. 


THS  ncxssrriss  of  thx  rebel  armt. 

ICabshal^b  Omci,  Brasobia  Codstt,  { 
July  14, 1862.  f 

In  compliance  with  the  General  Order  No.  41,  issued 
by  Gen.  P.  0.  Herbert,  I  hereby  summon  every  white 
male  person  above  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  being 
temporarily  or  otherwise  within  the  limits  of  Brazoria 
County,  to  appear  promptly  at  this  office  in  Columbia, 
and  register  their  names  and  occupation,  and  furnish 
such  iiSbrmation  os  may  be  required  of  them. 

Geo.  W.  McNeel, 

ProTost-UanltAL 


Wells  H.  Blodgett.    I  hope  the  Governor  will  reward 
him  as  he  deserves. 

**  I  am  very  truly  your  obedient  servant, 

**  E.  B.  Brown, 
»  Brlgadior-Ocneral." 


Thomib  Stewart,  aged  ninety-two  years,  of  East- 
Newton,  Ohio,  was  a  private  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
First  Ohio  regiment,  and  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
PerryviUe,  where  he  was  complimented  for  his  bravery 
and  soldierly  bearing.  He  has  four  sons,  two  grand- 
sons, and  three  sons-in-law  at  present  in  the  army. 
He  was  born  in  1770,  at  Litchfield,  Ct.,  where  his 
father  now  resides,  aged  one  hundred  and  twenty-two 
years. 

A  Bbilliakt  ExPLorr. — One  of  the  coolest  and  most 
extraordinary  exploits  of  the  war  is  thus  described  in 
a  letter  by  Brig.-Gen.  Brown,  dated  Springfield,  Mo. 
After  a  preliminary  description  of  an  engagement  with 
the  rebels,  eighteen  miles  from  Newtonia,  Gen.  Brown 
proceeds: 

**  The  General  (Schofield)  sent  Lieutenant  Blodgett, 
attended  by  an  orderiy,  with  orders  to  Colonel  Hall, 
Fourth  Missouri  cavalry,  to  move  to  the  left  and  attadc 
in  that  direction.  The  route  of  the  Lieutenant  was 
across  a  point  of  woods,  in  which,  while  passing,  he 
suddenly  found  himself  facing  about  forty  rebels  drawn 
up  in  irregular  line.  Without  a  moment's  heatation, 
he  and  the  orderiy  drew  their  pistols  and  charged. 
At  the  same  time,  tempering  bravery  with  mercy,  and 
not  feeling  any  desire  to  shed  blood  needlessly,  he 
dr«w  out  his  handkerchief  and  waved  it  in  token  of 
his  willingness  to  surround  and  capture  the  whole 
fel)el  force  rather  than  shoot  them  down. 

**  The  cool  impudence  of  the  act  nonplused  the  foe, 
and  perhaps  thinking  there  was  a  large  force  in  the 
rear,  eight  of  them  threw  down  their  arms  and  sur- 
rendered, and  the  balance  *  skedaddled.'  It  is  difficult 
to  aay  iriiich  I  admired  most  in  the  Lieutenant,  his 
bravery  in  making  the  charge  against  such  odds,  when 
to  have  hesitated  a  moment  was  certain  death,  or  his 
presence  of  mind  and  coolness  in  offering  them  their 
lives.  The  orderly,  too,  deserves  more  than  a  passing 
notice.  His  naroe  is  Peter  Basnett,  and  he  was  at  one 
time  Sheriff  of  Brown  County,  Wis.  The  Lieutenant  and 
orderly  were  well  matdied — both  quiet  and  determined 
men.  I  am  glad  of  having  an  opportunity  of  bearing 
testimony  to  the  bravery  and  soldierly  conduct  of  Lieut 


THE    BATTLE    AUTUMN    OF  1862. 

BT  JOHN  O.   WHITTIER. 

The  flags  of  war  like  storm-birds  fly, 

The  charging  trumpets  blow ; 
Tet  roUs  no  thunder  in  the  sky, 

No  earthquake  strives  below. 

And,  calm  and  patient.  Nature  keeps 

Her  ancient  promise  well. 
Though  o'er  her  bloom  and  greenness  sweeps 

The  battle's  breath  of  hell. 

And  still  she  walks  in  golden  hours 

Through  harvest^happy  farms. 
And  still  she  wears  her  fruit  and  flowers 

Uke  jewels  on  her  arms. 

What  means  the  gladness  of  the  plain, 

This  joy  of  eve  and  mom, 
The  mirth  that  shakes  the  beard  of  grain 

And  yellow  locks  of  com  t 

Ah  1  eyes  may  well  be  full  of  tears, 

And  hearts  with  hate  are  hot ; 
But  even-paced  come  round  the  years, 

And  Nature  changes  not 

She  meets  with  smiles  our  bitter  grief. 
With  longs  our  groans  of  pain ; 

She  mocks  with  tint  of  flower  and  leaf 
The  war-field's  crimson  stain. 

Stilly  in  the  cannon's  pause,  we  hear 
Her  sweet  thanksgiving-psalm ; 

Too  near  to  God  for  doubt'  or  fear^ 
She  shares  the  etemal  calm. 

She  knows  the  seed  lies  safe  below 

The  fires  that  blast  and  bum ; 
From  all  the  tears  of  blood  we  sow, 

She  waits  the  rich  retum. 

She  sees  with  clearer  eye  than  ours 

The  good  of  suffering  bom — 
The  hearts  that  blossom  like  her  flowers 

And  ripen  like  (ler  com. 

Oh  !  give  to  us,  in  tunes  like  these, 

The  vision  of  her  eyes ; 
And  make  her  fields  and  fruited  trees 

Our  golden  prophecies  1 

Oh  I  give  to  us  her  finer  ear  I 

Above  the  stormy  din. 
We,  too,  would  hear  the  bells  of  cheer 

Ring  peace  and  freedom  in  I 


L 


A   RECRUITING    RALLT. 

Men  of  Maine!    men  of  Maine  I 

Now  again,  now  again. 
Our  country  calls  her  sons  to  the  field : 

Leave  your  work,  leave  your  plough. 

Rally  prompt  rally  now. 
For  JHrijfo  's  emblazed  on  Maine's  shield. 
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Hold  not  back,  hold  not  back, 

Glory's  track,  glory's  track 
Opes  to  U8,  as  it  did  to  our  sires ; 

What  they  built  we  renew, 

Let  their  sons  light  unew 
Freedom's  pure  flame,  of  liberty's  fires. 

As  our  pine,  as  our  pine, 

Always  shine,  always  shine, 
E^er  verdant,  amid  winter's  blast ; 

Let  our  faith  in  the  right 

Make  us  stand  to  the  fight. 
Not  relax  while  the  battle  doth  last 

Sons  of  Maine !  Sons  of  Maine ! 

Not  in  yain,  not  in  Tain, 
Let  our  brothers  encamped  call  for  aid ; 

Let  the  Seven  Thousand*  charge  t 

With  the  Oni-Armkd,  at  their  targe, 
And  rebellion  at  our  feet  will  be  laid. 

POBTLAND. 


A  SONG  WITHOUT  A  TITLE. 

OOXFOSBDBT  J.  mOUSOV,  CO.  A,  TWENTT-FIBST  BBGISIENT 

IMDIANA  V0LUNTXER8. 

Trnw^ffappy  Land  qf  Canaan, 

The  rebels  are  enraged, 

To  think  we  are  engaged 

In  trying  to  put  down  this  cursed  rebellion ; 

We  will  show  them  that  we  can 

Turn  out  to  a  single  man, 

To  drive  them  to  the  happy  Land  of  Canaan. 

Oh !  oh  !  oh !  Confeds,  don't  ^ou  know 

A  good  time  for  us  is  a-coming  f 

We  will  show  you  that  we're  right, 

That  you  rebels  cannot  fight. 

And  we'll  blow  you  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan 

The  rebels  soon  will  find 

That  the  Yankees  are  the  kind 

Of  men  to  put  down  this  rebellion ; 

The  rebs  think  they  are  strong ; 

But  'twill  not  be  very  long. 

Until  we  send  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 

Oh !  oh  !  oh  I  Te  rebels,  don't  you  know 

That  the  Yankees  from  the  North  are  a-coming  ? 

You  may  think  we  are  in  fun. 

But  we'll  make  you  rebels  run. 

Or  we'll  blow  you  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 

• 
Jeff  Davis,  he  is  wise. 
At  least  in  rebel  eyes ; 
He  is  waiting  for  some  fordgn  intervention. 
If  Johnny  Bull  comes  in, 
We  will  whip  him  like  all  sin. 
And  send  him  with  the  rebels  down  to  Canaan. 

Oh  1  oh  1  oh !  Ye  rebels,  don't  you  know 

A  good  time  for  the  Yankees  is  a-coming  1 

The  rebs  may  make  a  noise, 

But  the  Yankees  are  the  boys 

To  drive  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 

It  makes  the  rebs  look  sad 

To  think  that  Lincoln  had 

To  issue  the  late  proclamation ; 

But  it  seems  to  be  the  pUn 

To  reduce  the  rebel  van, 

And  start  them  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 

«  Maine*!  qaoU  of  800,000. 


Oh !  oh !  oh  !  Ye  rebels,  don't  you  know 

A  good  time  for  the  Yankees  is  a-coming  ? 

Scission  has  played  out, 

We  will  make  you  face  about, 

And  march  you  to  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 

The  happy  time«has  come. 

And  the  rebels  are  undone. 

Their  conscription  no  longer  will  snstain  them : 

We  will  show  them  how  Sie  South 

And  Jeff  Davis  are  played  out 

Since  they  started  from  the  happy  Land  of  Canaaa 

Oh  !  oh !  oh  I    Ye  rebels,  don't  you  knov 

A  good  time  for  the  Feds  is  arcoming  ? 

We  will  show  you  how  to  fight, 

And  put  you  all  to  flight, 

En  route  for  the  happy  land  of  Canaan. 


AN  APPEAL. 

BT  OLITEB  WXKDXLL  H0LXK9. 

Listen,  young  heroes  !  your  country  is  calling ! 

Time  strikes  the  hour  for  the  brave  and  the  true ! 
Now,  while  the  foremost  are  fighting  and  falling, 

Fill  up  the  ranks  that  have  opened  for  you ! 

You  whom  the  fathers  made  free  and  defended, 
Stain  not  the  scroll  that  emblazons  their  fame  \ 

You  whose  fair  heritage  spotless  descended, 
Leave  not  your  children  a  birthright  of  ahame! 

Stay  not  for  questions  while  Freedom  stands  gasping  t 
Wait  not  till  Honor  lies  wrapped  in  his  pall ! 

Brief  the  lips'  meeting  be,  swift  the  hands'  clasping— 
"  Off  for  the  wars !"  is  enough  for  them  all 

Break  from  the  arms  that  would  fondly  caress  yoQ ! 

Hark  !  'tis  the  bugfo-blast !  sabres  are  drawn ! 
Mothers  shall  pray  for  you,  fathers  shall  bless  vou ! 

Maidens  shall  weep  for  you  when  you  are  gone ! 

Never  or  now  !  cries  the  blood  of  a  nation. 
Poured  on  the  turf  where  the   red  rose  shovM 
bloom: 

Now  is  the  day  and  the  hour  of  salvation — 
Never  or  now  1  peals  the  trumpet  of  doom ! 

Never  or  now !  roars  the  hoarse-throated  cannon 
Through  the  black  canopy  blotting  the  skies ! 

Never  or  now  !  flaps  the  shell*blasted  pennon 
O'er  the  deep  ooze  where  the  Cumberland  lies ! 

From  the  foul  dens  where  our  brothers  are  dying, 
Aliens  and  foes  in  the  land  of  their  birth, 

From  the  rank  swamps  where  our  martyrs  are  Ijiof 
Pleading  in  vain  for  a  handful  of  earth ; 

From  the  hot  plains  where  ihey  perish  outnamberesl. 
Furrowed  and  ridged  by  the  battle-field^s  plonglL 

Comes  the  loud  sunmions ;  too  long  you  have  slimbercd, 
Here  the  last  Angel-trump— -Never  or  Now ! 


DIRGE  FOR  A  SOLDIER. 

BT  OBOBGK  H.   BOKIB. 

Close  his  eyes ;  his  mnk  is  done  t 
What  to  him  is  friend  or  foeman. 

Rise  of  moon,  or  set  of  sun. 
Hand  of  man,  or  kiss  of  woman? 


POETRY  AND  INCIDENTS. 
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Lay  him  low,  lay  him  low, 
In  the  dorer  or  the  suow  I 
What  cares  he  t  he  camkot  know : 
Lay  him  low  I 

Aa  man  may,  he  fought  hia  fight, 

Proved  his  truth  by  hi?  endeaTor ; 
Let  him  sleep  hi  solemn  night, 
Sleep  forerer  and  foreTer. 

Lay  him  low,  lay  him  low, 
In  the  clover  or  the  snow  I 
What  cares  he  f  he  cannot  know : 
Lay  him  low  t 

told  hun  in  his  country*8  stars, 

Roll  the  drum  and  fire  the  volley  I 
What  to  him  are  all  our  wars. 
What  but  death  bemocking  folly  ? 
Lay  him  low,  lay  him  low. 
In  the  clover  or  the  snow  t 
What  cares  he  ?  he  cannot  know : 
Lay  him  low  I 

Leav^  him  to  God's  watching  eye, 

Trust  him  to  the  hand  that  made  hlmu 
Mortal  love  weeps  idly  by : 
God  alone  has  power  to  aid  him. 
Lay  him  low,  lay  him  low. 
In  the  (dover  or  the  snow  I 
What  cares  he  f  he  cannot  know : 
Lay  him  low  t 


A  SONG  OF  LAMENTATION. 

••  On  hearing  of  the  battle  of  Lexington,  OoL  Putnam  left  his 

plongh  standing  In  the  middle  of  the  field,  and,  without  chang> 

ng  hie  clothes,  repaired  to  Cambridge,  riding  In  a  single  day  one 

hundred  mUea."— i^oltofM^  Portrait  Gallery ^  publiehsd 

894. 

'*A  little  beyond,  a  rebel  was  ploughing  In  a  field  bjthe  road- 
side :  both  animals  were  taken,  and  the  plough  left  standing  In 
the  ftirrow."— 2WMMM  Chrretpondene*. 


THBINODT. 
Sirophe  Urtl : 

Tne  plough  stands  in  the  furrow.     Ah  t  how  long  ? 

The  unbroken  sod  invites  the  share  in  vain, 
The  fertile  fields  produce  not:  and  among 
The  woods  resounds  the  tramp  of  armed  men. 

Ceres  aye  yields  to  Mars.    The  warrior^od 
Over  her  fields  relentless  drives  his  steeds  ; 

And  when  and  where  he  hurls  his  barbed  rod, 
**  Some  Athens  perishes,  some  Tully  bleeds.** 

Birophe  Seeond  : 

The  plough  stood  in  the  furrow.    Putnam  heard 

His  country's  trumpetMxdl,  and  left  it  there. 
In  her  behalf,  the  soul  within  hhn  stirred 

To  such  deeds  as  few  mortals  do,  or  dare. 

AfUuiropKe: 

The  plough  stands  In  the  ibrrow.    Where  is  he 

Who  lately  guided  it  with  wonted  skill  t 
Gof  seek  him  in  the  camp  where  traitors  be, 
Armed  'gainst  the  land  which  calls  them  **  broth- 
ers^* stUl. 

Btrcph€7%ird: 
Tne  song  of  birds  amid  the  summer  trees. 

The  forest  foliage,  glittering  goldenly. 
The  azure  sky,  the  many-penumed  brede. 

Ah !  sunny  clime  I  fond  Nature  smiles  on  thee. 


AntUtraphe: 
The  sound  of  mourning  !  dear  homes  ruthlessly 

Laid  waste  1  for  Death  and  Hell  walk  hand  in  hand  I 
Sackcloth  and  Ashes  I    Bend  the  stubborn  knee — 

Woe  is  thy  heritage,  thou  goodly  land. 

KPODX. 

0  bleeding  land  I  there  is,  that  bringeth  cheer ; 

Renew  thy  fading  hopes,  repress  thy  sighs. 
0  traitor  band  I  there  is,  that  causeth  fear ; 

Haste  ye  and  hide,  ere  Nemesis  arise ! 

0  mourning  heart,  b^  still  I    The  gloomy  night, 
Even  to  eye  that^s  not  "  of  faith,"  grows  gray ; 

Soon  shall  its  darkness  melt  away  in  light. 
Come,  quickly  come,  light  of  the  glorious  day  t 

y  Arise,  and  gird  your  loins,  ye  men  of  might ! 

Earth  trembling,  hope,  heaven,  bide  the  end; 
hear  ye  1 
Go  forth,  grea^hoart^ !    Do  battle  for  the  right  I 
Go  forth,  and  faint  not :  '*  God  and  Liberty  I  ** 

**  Thine  is  the  fight,  0  God."    For  liberty 
To  worship  thee  in  peace,  we  draw  the  sword  ; 

Thy  cause  shall  fail  not,  save  ordained  by  thee ; 
Even  as  the  sparrow  falls  but  by  thy  word. 

Grant  thou,  All*MercifuI  I  thy  mercy  to  us, 
Only  thine  arm  of  strength  can  us  subdue. 

With  thine  own  spirit  toward  our  foes,  imbue  us ; 
So  shall  we  **  temper  justice  "  to  thy  view. 

Edmvndus  ScoTua,  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
CaiOAQO)  November  27, 1888. 


FREDERICKSBURGH. 


BY  W.  F.  W. 


Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-two — 
That  is  the  number  of  wounded  men 

Who,  if  the  telegraph's  tale  be  true. 
Reached  Was&ngton  City  but  yester  e*en 

And  it  is  but  a  handful,  the  telegrams  add. 
To  those  who  are  coming  by  boats  and  by  cars ; 

Weary  and  wounded,  dying  and  sad ; 
Covered — but  only  in  front — with  scars. 

Some  are  wounded  by  Minid  shot. 
Others  are  torn  by  the  hissing  shell. 

As  it  burst  upon  them  as  fierce  and  as  hot 
As  a  demon  spawned  in  a  traitor's  hell. 

Some  are  pierced  by  the  sharp  bayonet, 
Otiiers  are  crushed  by  the  horses'  hoof; 

Or  fell  'neath  the  shower  of  iron  which  met 
Them  as  hail  beats  down  on  an  open  roof. 

Shall  I  tell  what  they  did  to  meet  this  fate  ? 

Why  was  this  living  death  their  doom — 
Why  did  they  fall  to  this  piteous  state 

*Neath  the  rifle's  crack  and  the  cannon's  boom  t 

Orders  arrived,  and  the  river  they  crossed — 
Built  the  bridge  in  the  enemy's  face — 

No  matter  how  many  were  shot  and  lost, 
And  floated — sad  corpses— away  from  the  place. 

Orders  they  heard,  and  they  scaled  the  heidit. 
Climbing  right  "into  the  jaws  of  death  •^* 

Each  man  grasping  his  rifle-piece  tight — 
Scarcely  pausing  to  draw  his  breath. 
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Sudden  flashed  on  them  a  Bbeet  of  flame 
From  hidden  fence  and  from  ambuscade ; 

A  moment  more— -(they  say  this  is  fame)— 
A  thousand  dead  men  on  the  grass  were  laid. 

Fifteen  thousand  in  wounded  and  killed, 
At  least,  is  **  our  loss,*'  the  newspapers  say. 

This  loss  to  our  army  must  surely  be  filled 
Against  another  great  battle-day. 

"  Our  loss  I "    Whose  loss  ?    Let  demagogues  say 
That  the  Cabinet,  President,  all  are  in  wrong. 

What  do  the  orphans  and  widows  pray? 
What  is  the  burden  of  their  sad  song  t 

^Tis  their  loss !    But  the  tears  in  their  weeping  eyes 
Hide  Cabinet,  President,  Generals — all ; 

And  they  only  can  see  a  cold  form  that  lies 
Oa  the  hillside  slope,  by  that  fatal  wall. 

They  cannot  discriminate  men  or  means-— 
They  only  demand  that  this  blundering  cease. 

In  their  frenzied  grief  they  would  end  such  scenes, 
Though  that  end  be— eyen  with  traitors — ^peaoe. 

Is  thy  face  from  thy  people  turned,  0  Ood  f 
Is  thy  arm  for  the  Nation  no  longer  strong  ? 

We  cry  from  our  homes — ^the  dead  cry  from  the  sod- 
How  long,  0  our  righteous  Grod  I  how  long? 
Nsw-Toas,  December  17, 1801 


THE   EAGLE   OF   CORINTH.* 

Did  you  hear  of  the  fight  at  Corinth, 
How  we  whipped  out  Price  and  Van  Dom  ? 

Ah !  that  day  we  earned  our  raUons — 

(Our  cause  was  God*s  and  the  Nation^s, 
Or  weM  haTe  come  out  forlorn  !) 

A  long  and  a  terrible  day  I 

And,  at  last,  when  night  grew  gray, 

By  the  hundred,  there  they  lay, 

(Heavy  sleepers,  you'd  say)— 
That  wouldnH  wake  on  the  mom. 

Our  staff  was  bare  of  a  flag. 
We  didn't  carry  a  rag 

In  those  brave  marching  days — 
Ah  I  no— but  a  finer  thing  1 
With  never  a  cord  or  string. 
An  Eagle,  of  ruffled  wing. 

And  an  eye  of  awful  gase  I 

The  grape  it  ratUed  like  hail, 
The  Minies  were  dropping  like  rain. 
The  first  of  a  thunder-^wer-— 

The  wads  were  blowing  like  chaff, 
(There  was  pounding,  like  fioor  and  flail, 
All  the  front  of  our  line  1) 
So  we  stood  it,  hour  after  hour — 
But  our  eagle,  he  felt  fine ! 
'Twould  have  made  you  cheer  and  laugh, 

*  "  The  floesi  thing  I  ever  saw  wu  a  lire  American  eiKle, 
carried  by  the  Eighth  Iowa,  in  tiie  place  of  a  flag.  It  would  fly 
off  over  the  enemy  during  the  hottest  of  the  fight,  then  would 
return  and  eeat  himself  upon  his  pole,  clap  hit  pinlone,  shake 
his  bead  and  start  again.  Many  and  hearty  were  the  cheers 
that  arose  fh>m  our  lines  as  the  old  fellow  would  sail  around, 
florst  to  the  right,  then  to  the  left,  and  always  return  to  his  post, 
regardless  of  the  storm  of  leaden  hall  that  was  around  ntm. 
Bomethlns  seemed  to  tell  us  that  that  battle  was  to  result  in  our 
fiiTor,  and  when  the  order  was  given  to  charge,  every  man  went 
at  them  wltli  fixed  bayonets,  and  the  enemy  scattered  In  all  di- 
rections. leaThig  us  in  possession  of  the  battle-fleld."— X«<f  «r 
from  OhutM'D,  Sow^  Oo.  JT,  Twelfth  BlinoU  Voluntttrg, 


To  see,  through  that  iron  gale,  \ 

How  the  Old  Fellow'd  swoop  and  sail 
Above  the  racket  and  roar — 
To  right  and  to  left  he*d  soar, 
But  ever  came  back,  without  fail. 

And  perched  on  his  standard-sUlT. 

All  that  day,  I  tell  you  true, 
They  had  pressed  us,  steady  and  fair. 
Till  we  fought  in  street  and  square— 
(The  affair,  you  might  think,  looked  blue,) 

But  we  knew  we  had  them  there  I 
Our  works  and  batteries  were  few. 
Every  gun,  they'd  have  sworn,  they  kgew— 
But,  you  see,  there  was  one  or  two 
We  had  fixed  for  them,  unaware. 

They  reckon  they've  got  as  now  I 

For  the  next  half-hour  'twill  be  wum— 
Ay,  ay,  look  yonder ! — ^I  vow, 
If  they  weren't  secesh,  how  Fd  love  them  1 

Only  see  how  grandly  they  fonn, 
(Our  eagle  whirling  above  ^em,) 
To  take  Robinette  by  storm  t 
They're  timmg  I — ^it  canH  be  loDg^ 
Now  for  the  nub  of  the  fight  I 

(Tou  may  guess  that  we  held  our  breath,) 
By  the  Lord,  'tis  a  splendid  si^  I       * 
A  column  two  thousand  strong 
Marching  square  to  the  death ! 

On  they  came,  in  solid  column. 

For  once,  no  whooping  nor  yell — 
(Ah  1 1  dare  say  they  felt  solemn.) 
Front  and  ^ank — grape  and  shell  - 
Our  batteries  pounded  away  I 
And  the  Minies  hammed  to  remind  'em 

They  had  started  on  no  cliild's  plaj  I 
Steady  they  kept  a-going. 
But  a  grim  wake  settled  l^hind  'em— 
From  the  edge  of  the  abatiii^ 

(Where  our  dead  and  dying  lay 
Under  fence  and  fallen  tree,) 

Up  to  Robinette,  all  the  way 
The  dreadful  swath  kept  growing  1 
'Twas  butternut,  flecked  with  gray. 

Now  for  it,  at  Robinette ! 
Muzzle  to  muzzle  we  met— 
(Not  a  breath  of  bluster  or  bmg, 
Not  a  lisp  for  quarter  or  favor)— 
Three  times,  there,  by  Robinette, 
With  a  rush,  their  feet  they  set 
On  the  logs  of  our  parapet, 
And  waved  their  bit  of  a  flag— 
What  could  be  finer  or  braver  1 

But  our  cross-fire  stunned  them  in  flank. 
They  melted,  rank  after  rank — 
(O'er  them,  with  terrible  poise. 

Our  Bird  did  circle  and  wheel  I) 

Their  whole  line  began  lo  waver- 
Now  for  the  bayonet,  boys  I 

On  them  with  the  cold  steel! 

Ah  !  well — you  know  how  it  ende^- 
We  did  for  them,  there  and  then. 
But  their  pluck,  throughout,  wis  splen^d. 
(As  I  sttd  before,  I  could  love  tfiemi) 

They  stood,  to  the  last,  like 
Only  a  handful  of  them 

Found  the  way  back  again. 
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Bed  as  blood,  o*er  the  town, 
The  angrj  sun  went  down, 
Firing  flagnstaif  and  vane — 
And  our  eagle— as  for  him. 
There,  all  ruffled  and  grim, 

He  aat,  o*erlooliing  the  siahi  t 

Next  morning,  you'd  hare  wondered 

How  we  had  to  drire  the  spade  I 
There,  in  great  trenches  and  boles, 
(Ah  I  God  rest  their  poor  souls  I) 
We  piled  some  fifteen  hundred. 

Where  that  last  chaige  was  made! 

Sad  enough,  I  must  say. 

No  mother  to  mourn  and  search, 
No  priest  to  bless  or  to  pray — 
We  buried  them  where  they  lay. 

Without  a  rite  of  the  church- 
Bat  our  eagle,  all  thiit  day, 

Stood  solemn  and  sUll  on  his  perch. 


To  8 
Wan] 


*Tis  many  a  stormy  day 
Since,  out  of  the  cold,  bleak  North, 
Our  Great  War  Eagle  sailed  forth 
?o  swoop  o*er  battle  and  fray, 
ly  and  many  a  day 
O'er  charge  and  storm  hath  he  wheeled-— 
Foray  and  foughten-field-^ 

Tramp,  and  ToUey,  and  rattle ! — 
Over  crimson  trench  and  tur( 
Orer  climbing  clouds  of  turf, 
Through  tempest  and  cannon-rack. 
Have  bis  terrible  pinions  whirled — 
(A  thousand  fields  of  battle  f 
A  million  leagues  of  foam  t) 
But  our  Bird  shall  yet  come  back, 

He  shall  soar  to  his  eyrie-hom&— 
And  his  thunderous  wings  be  furled. 
In  the  gaze  of  a  gladdened  world. 
On  the  Nation's  loftiest  Dome. 
DMomber,  ISSa.  H.  H.  B, 


A  NATIONAL   HYMN. 

BT  PARK  BVHJJIICIK. 

Great  God  1  to  whom  our  nation^s  woes, 
Our  dire  distress,  our  angry  foes. 
In  all  their  awful  gloom  are  known. 
We  bow  to  thee  and  thee  alone. 

We  pray  thee  mitigate  this  strife. 
Attended  by  such  waste  of  life. 
Such  wounds  and  anguish,  groans  and  tears, 
That  fill  our  inmost  hearts  with  fears. 

Oh  t  darkly  now  the  tempest  rolls, 
Wide  o'er  our  desolated  souls  ; 
Yet,  beaten  downward  to  the  dust, 
In  thy  forgiveness  still  we  trust. 

We  trust  to  thy  protecting  power 
In  tUs,  our  country's  saddest  hour. 
And  pray  that  thou  wilt  spread  thy  shield 
Above  us  in  the  camp  and  field. 

0  God  of  battles !  let  thy  might 
Protect  our  armies  in  the  fight-^ 
Tin  they  shall  win  the  victory, 
And  set  the  hapless  bondmen  free. 


Till,  guided  by  thy  glorious  hand. 
Those  armies  reunite  the  land. 
And  North  and  South  alike  shall  raiso 
To  God  their  peaceful  hymns  of  praise. 


"I   HGHTS   MIT   SIGELt" 

BT  OBANT  P.   ROBIKSOK. 

I  met  him  again,  he  was  trudging  along. 

His  knapsack  with  chickens  was  swelling : 
He'd  "  Blenkered**  these  dainties,  and  tiiought  it  no 
wrong 
From  some  secessionist's  dwelling. 
**  What  regiment's  yours  t  and  under  whose  flag 
Do  you  fight  f "  said  I,  touching  his  shoulder ; 
Tumine  slowly  around  he  smilingly  said. 
For  Uie  thought  made  him  stronger  and  bolder : 

The  next  time  I  saw  him  his  knapsack  was  gone. 

His  cap  and  canteen  were  missing, 
Shell,  shrapnel,  and  grape,  and  the  swift  rifle-ball 

Around  him  and  o'er  him  were  hissing. 
How  are  you,  my  friend,  and  where  have  you  been. 

And  for  what  and  for  whom  are  you  fighting? 
He  said,  as  a  shell  from  the  enemy's  gun 

Sent  his  arm  and  his  musket  a  **  kiting  :** 

"  And  once  more  I  saw  him  and  knelt  by  his  side. 
His  life-blood  was  rapidly  fiowing ; 
I  whispered  of  home,  wife,  children  and  friends, 

The  bright  land  to  which  he  was  going ; 
And  have  you  no  word  for  the  dear  ones  at  home, 
The  ^*  wee  one,"  the  father  or  mother? 
'« Yaw  I  yaw  I'*  said  he,  ''  teU  them !  oh  f  teU  them  I 
fights'*— 
Poor  fellow  I  he  thought  of  no  other — 

'' IfyhU  mU  Siffd  r 

We  scraped  out  a  grave,  and  he  dreamleasly  sleeps 

On  the  banks  of  the  Shenandoah  Biver ; 
His  home  or  his  kindred  alike  are  unknown, 

His  reward  in  the  hands  of  the  Giver. 
We  placed  a  roiiffh  board  at  the  head  of  his  grave, 

"  And  we  left  him  alone  in  his  glory," 
But  on  it  we  marked  ere  we  turned  from  the  spot. 

The  little  we  knew  of  his  story^ 

'' IJiglUa  mit  aigd  r 


TBOPBIIS  OF  TBI  FOELD  OP  ANTIXTAX. 

MxssRS.  Editors  :  During  a  visit  to  the  headquarters 
of  the  army  of  the  Potomac  at  Sharpsburgh,  a  few  days 
after  the  great  battle  of  Antietam,  in  company  with 
several  gentlemen  from  Philadelphia,  I  was  favored 
with  a  personal  Interview  with  Gen.  McClellan,  during 
which  our  attention,  while  hi  his  tent,  was  drawn  to  a 
large  number  of  colors  taken  from  the  rebels  in  the 
battles  of  Sonth-Kountain,  Antietam,  and  Shepherds- 
town  Blufb.  As  they  possessed  great  interest  to  our 
party.  Gen.  McClellan  very  kindly  gave  us  a  great  deal 
of  information  in  regard  to  them,  and  by  his  permis- 
sion I  made  the  list  and  descriptions  of  them  herewith 
appended.  As  will  be  seen  by  a  reference  to  the  Gen- 
eral's official  report  of  the  battles,  this  list  comprises 
less  than  one  half  of  the  colors  captured,  the  whole 
number  being  thirty*nine.  The  list  embraces  all,  how- 
ever, which  at  the  time  of  our  visit  had  been  received 
at  the  headquarters,  and  though  only  partial,  may, 
nevertheless,  possess  an  interest  for  your  readers. 
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REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-68. 


1.  We  were  first  shown  the  battle-flag  of  the  rebels, 
which  Gen.  McClellan  informed  us  had  been  generally 
adopted  by  them,  in  lieu  of  the  regular  confederate  or 
national  rebel  flag,  which  was  the  only  one  carried  in 
the  earlier  periods  of  the  war.  This  flag  was  about 
four  feet  square,  red  ground,  with  blue  stripes,  about 
four  inches  wide,  running  diagonally  across,  or  from 
corner  to  comer.  On  these  stripes  are  twelve  white 
stars,  representing  the  twelve  States  claimed  by  the 
rebels  as  belonging  to  their  confederacy.  It  was  very 
badly  torn  and  blood-stained.  From  a  written  paper 
sewed  on  it,  I  learned  that  it  had  been  the  battle-flag 
of  the  Eleventh  Alabama  regiment,  captured  by  the 
Fifty-seventh  New-York  volunteers,  Richardson's  divi- 
sion, Sumner's  corps,  at  the  battle  of  "Antietam," 
September  seventeenth,  1862. 

2.  A  regular  confederate  flag,  with  the  sUrs  and 
bars.  I  could  not  learn  the  history  of  this  flag,  from 
what  regiment  captured,  nor  by  whom  ? 

8.  Another  battle-flag,  similar  in  all  respects  to  No. 
1.  It  was  very  much  torn  and  very  bloody.  The 
following  history  of  its  capture  was  pinned  to  it : 

"  HBADQUABTBRS  D0nBLKDAT*B  DlTttlOIT,  ) 

TwBLrrH  Abmt  Oorps.  f 
**  This  flag  was  captured  by  private  Isaac  Thomas, 
company  G,  Twentieth  regiment  N.Y.S.M.,  Septem- 
ber seventeenth,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  *Antietam.' 
Thomas  shot  the  rebel  oolor-bearer,  then  ran  forward 
and  brought  off  the  colors.         Theo.  R.  Gatks, 

lieatenant-Colonel  Commanding.*' 

4.  Another  battle-flag,  simiUr  to  the  last  On  the 
upper  edge  of  this  flag  **  Williamsburgh'^  is  painted  in 
large  letters,  and  "  Seven  Pines**  on  the  lower  edge. 
It  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  '*  Antietam,"  Septem- 
ber seventeenth,  1862,  by  the  Seventh  New- York  vol- 
unteers, Caldwell's  brigade,  Richardson's  division. 

5.  Another  battle-flag  captured  at ''  Antietam,"  simi- 
lar to  No.  4,  with  the  words  "Seven  Pines,"  In  large 
letters  on  the  lower  edge. 

6.  A  large  and  very  splendid  silk  flag,  with  the  staff 
shot  in  two  In  the  middle.  This  flag  is  composed  of 
mlk  of  three  colors,  and  when  new  must  have  been  a 
very  superb  one.  The  field  is  of  deep  blue,  with  a 
single  large  straw-colored  star  in  the  centre.  The 
bars  are  of  straw  color  and  delicate  purple.  On  the 
field  at  the  top  is  inscribed  "Seven  Pines,"  on  the 
yellow  bar,  "Gaines'  Farm"  and  "Eltham's  Landing," 
and  "  Malvern  Hills"  on  the  pnrple  bar.  It  is  much 
torn  and  stained,  and  is  bordered  with  heavy  but  tar- 
mshed  silver  fringe.  This  is  evidently  a  Teian  stand- 
ard.   I  regret  that  I  could  not  learn  its  history. 

7.  Flag  of  North-Carolina.  Red  field  with  single 
star.  Above  the  star  is  the  inscription,  "  Ifay  20Ui, 
1775,"  referring  to  the  Mecklenburgh  Declaration  of 
Independence ;  below  the  star,  "  May  20th,  1861," 
referring  to  the  rebel  declaration  of  independence. 
In  other  respects  it  is  similar  to  the  regular  battle-flag 
of  the  confederate  States. 

8.  Battle-flag  abandoned  by  the  rebels  on  the  battle- 
field of  "Shepherdstown  Bluffs,"  September  19, 1862, 
when  a  portion  of  Grifiin's  brigade,  of  Morell's  division, 
Geo.  Fits-John  Porter's  Fifth  army  corps,  forded  the 
Potomac  and  carried  4he  heights  by  assault.  This  is 
a  silk  flag  of  large  size.  Its  color  originally  was  pink, 
but  now  faded  by  exposure  to  the  weather.  It  had 
the  diagonal  bars  of  blue,  with  the  white  stars,  and  is 
bordered  with  rich  yellow  fringe.  It  most  have  been 
very  handsome  when  new. 

9.  A  regular  confederate  flag,  the  history  of  which 
I  did  not  learn. 


10.  Regular  battle-flag,  captured  by  the  Fourth  regi- 
ment Vermont  volunteers,  at  the  battle  of  "  Cramp- 
ton's  Pass,"  (South-Mountain,)  Maryland,  on  Sunday, 
September  fourteenth,  1862. 

11.  A  flag  of  different  style  from  any  of  the  preced- 
ing ones,  composed  of  two  triangular  pieces  of  red 
and  white  bunting,  without  star,  bar,  or  inseription. 

12.  13,  14.     Three  battle-flags,  without  history. 

15.  Another  battle-flag,  differing  from  those  afieady 
described,  it  being  bordered  with  orange-colored  fri&j;e. 
The  others  were  without  borders.  This  flag  was  cap- 
tured at  the  battle  of  Antietam,  September  seventeenth, 
1862,  by  the  Sixty-first  New- York  volunteers,  Cdd- 
well's  brigade,  Richardson's  division. 

16.  A  battle-flag,  captured  at  Antietam,  September 
seventeenth,  1862,  by  the  Seventeenth  regiment  Xev- 
York  volunteers,  Caldwell's  brigade,  Ridiardson's  divi- 
sion. 

17.  A  magnificent,  large,  dark-bloe  silk  flag,  with 
handsome  centre  painted,  representing  two  fenalM, 
one  holding  a  pod  of  unripe  cotton,  and  the  other  a 
staff  and  liberty  cap  in  her  left  hand,  and  a  scroll,  on 
which  is  inscribed  "  The  Constitution  of  North-Caro- 
lina," in  her  right  hand.  Below,  "  4th  Regiment  Nortb- 
Carolina  yolunteers.*^  This  flag  was  captured  by  the 
Fifth  New-Hamp^re  volunteers,  Colonel  E.  £.  Cross, 
of  Caldwell's  brigade,  Richardson's  division,  A  "  An- 
tietam," September  seventeenth,  1862.  Color-Corpo- 
ral (George  Nettleson,  seized  the  colors  and  brought 
them  oi^  although  badly  wounded.  The  same  regi- 
ment shot  down  the  color-bearers  of  battle-flags  of 
other  regiments  opposed  to  them. 

18.  Another  battle-flag,  made  of  two  triangular 
pieces  of  coarse  bunting,  with  staff  surmounted  by  a 
pike-head  of  iron,  similar  to  the  head  of  a  John  Brown 
spear  or  pike. 

19.  A  dirty-looking  rebel  flag,  captured  at  **CnzDp- 
ton's  Pass"  (South-Mountain,)  September  the  foor- 
teenth,  1862,  from  the  Sixteenth  regiment  Yirginia, 
by  the  Fourth  regiment  New-Jersey  volunteers,  Tor- 
bert's  brigade,  Slocum*s  division,  Franklin's  corps 
d'arm^.  W.  B.  Hatch,  CoL  Fourth  United  States 
volunteers. 

20.  A  dingy-looking  flag  of  very  coarse  bunting, 
captured  by  the  same  regiment,  at  Crampton's  Faaa, 
September  fourteenth,  1862,  by  the  Fourth  Kev4e^ 
sey  volunteers,  from  the  "  Cobb  Legion  of  Georgia.* 


Jktf  Davis's  Early  Histobt. — For  the  benefit  of 
those  who  admire  and  hurrah  for  Jeff  Davis,  we  pob- 
lish  the  following  bit  of  family  histoiy  taken  from  the 
Nashville  Union: 

"A  trifling  little  rebel  paper  in  Kentndcy  pioAuwi 
to  doubt  the  truth  of  our  statement  respecting  tlie  ori- 
gin of  Jeff  Davis.  What  we  stated  is  well  known  to 
hundreds  of  our  best  dtizcns  of  Christian  and  Todd 
Counties  of  Kentucky.  Jeff  Davis's  father  lived  for  a 
number  of  years  in  a  log  cabin  situated  in  what  b  dov 
the  town  of  Fairview,  twelve  miles  from  HofAinsvUle, 
Kentucky.  The  house  is  now  weather-boMtled,  aad 
used  as  a  tavern.  Old  Davis  was  a  man  of  bad  char- 
acter, a  horse-trader,  a  siNndler,  and  of  very  low  hab- 
its. A  fine  horse  was  missing  on  one  occasion  in  the 
neighborhood,  under  such  suspicious  drcumstaores 
that  he  found  it  safest  to  leave  the  country  immediate- 
ly and  fly  to  Mississippi.  Jeff  Davis  is  his  illegitimaK 
son,  bom  some  miles  distant  from  bis  fiither^s  boo«, 
and  taken  home  by  him  when  several  years  of  a^- 
These  arc  notorious  facta  Some  of  Davs*s  relatit-rs 
still  live  in  that  part  of  Kentucky.    We  would  not 
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have  alluded  to  this  sinister  bar  on  J^flTs  escutcheon, 
were  not  his  friends  continually  prating  about  South- 
ern gentility  and  the  low  breeding  of  the  Union  peo- 
ple. Our  own  opinion  is,  that  JefiTs  birth  does  him 
more  credit  than  any  portion  of  his  subsequent  life." 
—^The  New  South, 


A  Union  soldier  died  at  St  Louis  of  wounds  received 
at  Fort  Donelson.  He  was  from  Iowa,  and  his  funeral 
was  held  in  the  capital  of  that  State.  His  dying  in- 
junction was,  that  no  enemy  of  his  country,  secession- 
ist or  abolitionist,  should  be  permitted  to  touch  his 
body. — Chieoffo  Thnet, 

The  repugnance  of  that  soldier  to  abolitionism — ^his 
detestation  of  it — is  not  singular,  but  is  shared  in  by 
three  fourths  of  the  army.  The  feeling  is  increasing 
in  intenaity  every  day. — Ohio  StaUtman^  May  7. 


A  Rbbcl*s  Parting  Words  to  thb  Yankees. — ^The 
following  document,  found  in  one  of  the  dwellings  at 
Torktown,  Va.,  speaks  for  itself: 

To  the  Fidurt  Yankee  OecupanU  of  this  Place: 

We  have  retired  to  the  country  for  a  short  time  to 
recruit  our  health.  We  find  that  with  your  two  hun- 
dred thousand  men  you  are  too  modest  to  visit  this 
place,  and  we  give  you  an  opportunity  to  satisfy  your 
curiosity  with  regard  to  our  defences,  assuring  you 
that  we  will  call  upon  you  soon. 

We  hope  a  few  days*  residence  in  a  house  once  oc- 
cupied by  men  will  induce  enough  courage  in  your 
gallant  hearts  to  enable  you  to  come  within  at  least 
two  miles  of  white  men  hereafter.  Be  sure  to  have  on 
hand  a  supply  of  **  pork'n  beans  "  when  we  return  ; 
also  some  codfish  and  "  apple  sass."  When  we  learn 
to  relish  such  diet  we  may  become  like  you — Puritan- 
ical, selfish,  thieving,  Ood-forgotten,  devil-worshipping, 
devil-belonging,  African-loving,  blue-bellied  Yankees. 
Advise  father  Abraham  to  keep  his  Scotch  cloak  on 
hand,  to  keep  soberer,  and  your  wise  Congress  to  hunt 
up  two  thousand  five  hundred  millions  of  specie  to 
pay  the  debt  you  have  incurred  in  winning  the  con- 
tempt of  every  live  man.  We  have  on  hand  a  few 
tools  which  we  devote  to  the  special  duty  of  loosening 
the  links  of  your  steel  shirts.  Couldn't  you  get  a  few 
iron-clad  men  to  do  your  fighting  ?  Are  you  not  hor- 
ribly afraid  that  we  will  shoot  you  below  the  shirts  ? 
When  are  you  coming  to  Richmond  ?  Couldn*t  you 
go  up  the  river  with  us  ?  There  is  one  score  which 
we  will  yet  settle  with  you,  to  the  death.  Your  fiend- 
like treatment  of  old  men  and  helpless  women  reads 
you  out  of  the  pale  of  civilized  warfare,  and  if  rifles 
are  true  and  knives  keen,  we  xnll  rid  some  of  you  of 
your  beastly  inclinations 

When  you  arise  as  high  in  the  scale  of  created  be- 
ings as  a  Brazilian  monkey,  we  will  allow  you  some- 
times to  associate  with  our  negroes ;  but  until  then 
Southern  soil  will  be  too  hot  for  the  sons  of  the  Pil- 
grims. The  only  dealing  we  will  have  with  you  is, 
henceforth,  war  to  the  knife.  We  despise  you  as 
heartily  as  we  can  whip  you  easily  on  any  equal  field. 

Most  heartily  at  your  service,  whenever  you  offer  a 
fight.  .  J.  Traviso  Scott, 

Company  A,  Sixth  QeorgU  Volunteera. 
—JlUeouri  Democrat,  May  10. 


A  Marchino  Record. — A  few  days  since  General 
Halleck  ordered  Qeneral  Curtis  to  detach  a  portion  of 
the  army  of  the  South-west,  and  send  it  with  all  pos- 
sible despatch  to  the  aid  of  the  Federal  forces  l»efore 
Corinth.  The  order  was  received  by  the  latter  at  Batea- 


Tille,  Ark.,  and  promptly  obeyed.  How  many  men 
were  forwarded  it  is  unnecessary  to  mention,  but  the 
alacrity  of  their  movements  is  worthy  of  note. 

The  march  from  Batesville  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo., 
a  distance  of  two  hundred  and  forty  miles,  was  accom- 
plished in  ten  days,  some  of  the  men  being  obliged  to 
travel  barefoot  for  the  last  sixty  miles.  This  gives  an 
average  of  twenty-four  miles  per  day ;  and  when  it  is 
remembered  that  the  regulation  day*s  march  is  fifteen 
miles,  we  can  readily  accord  the  honor  for  rapid  loco- 
motion to  the  soldiers  of  the  South-west.  The  day 
before  the  battle  of  Pea  Ridge,  a  detachment  from 
Curtis's  army,  under  Colonel  Vandever,  marched  from 
Huntsville  to  Sugar  Creek,  forty-one  miles,  with  but 
two  halts  of  fifteen  minutes  each. 

Few  of  the  soldiers  in  the  armies  under  McClellaii 
and  Halleck  have  undeigone  hardships  equal  to  those 
incident  to  a  campaign  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas.  It 
is  a  significant  fact  that  there  have  been  proportion- 
ately fewer  deaths  by  disease  in  the  armies  of  the 
South-west  than  in  those  which,  month  after  month, 
lay  dormant  along  the  Potomac  and  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi  Rivers. — Chicago  IVibune, 


**  Skzdaddlb.** — This  word  has  been  supposed  to 
have  origmated  in  the  fertile  brain  of  some  Yankee, 
who  was  at  loss  for  an  appropriate  term  to  express  his 
idea  of  the  mania  of  the  rebels  for  retreating  before 
the  advance  of  our  armies.  The  Louisville  Journal^' 
however,  shows  that  the  word  is  of  Grecian  birth,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  following  extract  from  an  article 
in  that  paper : 

**  The  primitive  of  skedaddle  is  a  pure  Greek  word 
of  great  antiquity.  It  occurs  in  Homer,  Hesiod,  M»- 
chylus,  Sophocles,  Herodotus,  Thucydides,  and  Xeno- 
phon,  and  it  was  used  to  express  in  Greek  the  very 
idea  that  we  undertake,  in  uMng  it,  to  express  in  Eng- 
lish. Homer,  in  the  *  Iliad,'  uses  only  the  aorist 
etketlasa  or  skcdasa.  Thus  in  *  Iliad '  19 :  171,  we  have 
9keda9on.  iaon^  for  scattering,  dispersing. 

"  In  Prometheus,  ^schylus  thus  uses  it  (tkeda)  in 
making  *  the  sun  dispetee  tlie  hoarfrost  of  tne  morn.' 
And  again  Prometheus  uses  this  word  in  predicting 
woes  upon  Jupiter,  when  he  sa^s  that  *  a  flame  more 
potent  than  the  lightning '  shall  be  *  invented,  which 
shall  (xkeda)  thiver  the  ocean-trident,  the  spear  of 
Neptune.' 

**  In  the  Odyssey,  we  find  Homer  using  skedaeie  in 
describing  the  ecattering  of  the  suitors  of  Penelope 
when  Ulysses  should  come,  and  in  the  twentieth  book 
of  the  Odyssey  we  have  the  same  word  used  for  *  the 
diepereing  of  the  suitors  to  their  houses,'  as  the  result 
of  the  return  of  Ulysses. 

"  In  Thucydides,  book  iv.,  66,  we  have  an  account 
of  '  a  garrison  at  Cotyria  and  Aphrodisia,  which  terri- 
fied by  an  attack  a  {e$kedasmenon)  ecaUered  crowd.' 
At  the  capture  of  Torene,  in  Chalcidice,  Thucydides 
describes  the  result  of  the  rush  of  Brasidas  and  his 
troops  toward  the  highest  parts  of  the  town,  and  among 
these  results  *  the  rest  of  Uie  multitude  {ukedannunial 
scattered  or  dispersed  In  all  directions  lUike.'  In  this 
sense  tkedaeia  is  used  by  Xenophon  in  the  Anabasis, 
by  Plato  in  the  Timeus,  by  Apollonius  of  Rhodes,  by 
Hesiod,  and  by  Sophocles.  It  is,  therefore,  a  chiSBio 
word,  and  is  full  of  expression." 


The  following  advertisement  appears  in  the  Men- 
phis  Appeal^  of  the  thirty-first  of  May.  The  "  despi- 
cable monster  "  referred  to  is  General  Butler : 
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ATTK2fTiON,  Hen  ! — A  Dabino  Emtbrfrisx.— Twentj- 
five  able-bodied  men  are  wanted  to  engage  in  an  en- 
terprise, having  for  its  object  the  capture  or  killing 
of  the  most  despicable  monster  that  now  treads  South- 
em  soil.  Each  individual  must  be  a  calm,  cool,  intel- 
ligent, desperate  man,  who  enlists  in  the  enterprise 
with  a  certainty  of  death  before  him  in  case  of  failure, 
and  is  willing  to  yield  his  life  cheerfully  to  accomplish 
the  end  in  view.  The  scene  of  their  labors  will  be 
hundreds  of  miles  away,  and  in  a  community  where  a 
hint  of  the  contemplated  movement  would  result  in 
an  immediate  self-sacrifice.  Every  man  will  provide 
himself  with  a  revolver  and  a  small  bowie  knife.  His 
reward  wiU  be  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  Appli- 
cants will  address,  with  refertnett  as  to  their  courage 
and  character,  "  A.  0.,'*  Memphis  Post-office,  and  be 
prepared  to  respond  to  a  further  calL 


Rebil  Partisan  Corps. — ^The  following  advertise- 
ment appeared  in  the  JfmtMt/ypton : 

PARTISAN  RANGERS. 

I  have  to-day  received  authority  from  the  Secretary 
of  War,  at  Richmond,  to  raise  a  corps  of  Partisan 
Rangers,  to  serve  in  the  southern  part  of  this  State, 
for  the  war,  where  they  are  most  urgently  needed  at 
this  time,  to  check  and  intercept  the  marauding  par- 
ties of  our  vandal  enemies,  who  are  every  day  commit- 
ting robbery  and  murder  upon  Mississippi  soil.  They 
must  be  driven  back. 

Bold,  true,  and  earnest  men,  of  any  age,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  this  corps ;  but  no  others  are  wanted,  or  will 
be  retained. 

Each  man  will  fiimish  his  horse,  saddle,  bridle, 
double-barrel  shot-gun  or  rifle,  and  clothing. 

Fifty  dollars  bounty  and  commutation  paid  to  all 
who  join  this  corps  now. 

We  will  rendezvous  at  Jackson,  Mississippi,  on 
Tuesday,  the  tenth  June  next 

Those  wishing  to  join  will  find  a  list  at  Messrs. 
Allen,  Ligon  and  Co.^s,  Jackson.         C.  McLaurin. 

JACXsoir,  Mns.,  May  85^  1801 


Richmond,  Mcnf  1. — ^The  Earl  of  Dunmore,  who  ran 
the  blockade  in  the  steamer  Nashville,  on  her  last  in- 
ward trip,  arrived  in  this  city  on  Tuesday,  and  is  stop- 
ping at  the  Exchange  ^otel  The  Earl  will  spend  a 
few  days  in  Richmond,  and  then  leave  for  Canada,  via 
Norfolk  and  Fortress  Monroe.  He  says  the  Nashville 
brought  twenty  tons  of  powder,  seven  thousand  En- 
field rifles,  and  a  great  number  of  blankets  and  shoes. 
— JUchmond  Examiner,  May  1. 


Loo  OF  THE  Planter. — ^The  following  is  a  copy  of 
the  log  of  the  steamer  Planter,  kept  by  Robert  Small 
when  he  escaped  from  Charleston  harbor  to  the  block- 
ading fleet : 

j&M<.— Robert  Small,  Pilot;  Alfred  Gridiron,  Engi- 
neer; Abram  Jackson,  Jebel  Turner,  W.  C.  Thomp- 
son, Sam  Chishlm,  Abram  Allerton,  Hannah  Small, 
Susan  Small,  Clara  Jones,  Anna  White,  Levina  Wil- 
son, David  McCloud,  8  small  children. 

Loo. — ^We  leave  Charleston  at  \  past  3  oMock  on 
Tuesday  morning. 

We  pass  Fort  Sumter  i  past  4  o'clock.  We  arrived 
at  blockading  squadron  at  Charlestolt  bar  at  ^  to 
0.  We  give  three  cheers  for  the  Union  flag  wonce 
more. 


ArHdet  of  Bundary."^  large  c,  not  moimted ;  2 
mortars.  We  arrive  at  Port  Royal,  Hilton,  on  same 
night  about  9  p.m. — NeuhTork  Triinme. 


CONRDSRATE  IMPRESSMENTS. 

Mr.  T.  E.  Chamblisa,  of  a  south-side  county,  "  be- 
lieving that  much  injury  has  been  done  our  cause  bj 
injudicious  impressments,*'  addressed  a  letter  to  Gen. 
Lee  on  the  subject,  and  received  the  following  reply: 

HBiBQOAsnDta,  BumoBTO,  May  & 
T,  E.  Chamhli89,  Etq,,  PderAurgh  : 

Sir  :  Tour  letter  of  the  twentieth  Inst,  is  received 
I  am  opposed  to  the  whole  system  of  impressment, 
and  endeavor  to  put  a  stop  to  it  as  far  as  I  am  able, 
and  prefer  relying  on  the  patriotism  and  s^  of  cor 
cidzens.  Officers  of  the  army  say  that  it  is  somcdmes 
absolutely  necessary  to  resort  to  it,  in  cases  of  great 
emergency.  I  shall  forward  your  letter  to  Geoenl 
Huger,  commanding  the  department  embracing  the 
counties  enumerated  in  your  letter,  and  request  him 
to  prevent  impressment  from  bdng  resorted  to,  except 
in  cases  of  necessity,  and  also  to  take  precaotioos 
against  any  undue  interference  with  the  agricoItoF&I 
operations  of  the  people.  I  hope  you  will  do  all  in 
your  power  to  encourage  the  production  of  snbttste&ce 
by  the  farmers,  the  importance  of  which  cannot  be 
over-estimated. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  setrant, 

R.E.LBE, 

"Eichmond  JOnqyUrtr^  Joae  10. 


THE    OLD   SERGEANT. 

The  carrier  cannot  sing  to-day  the  ballads 

With  which  he  used  to  go. 
Rhyming  the  grand-ronnds  of  the  happy  New-Tesis 

That  are  now  beneath  the  snow ; 

For  the  same  awful  and  portentous  shadow 

That  overcast  the  earth. 
And  smote  the  land  last  year  witb  desoktion, 
,   Still  darkens  every  hearth.  , 

And  the  carrier  hears  Beethoven^s  mighty  deaUMDirch 

Come  up  from  every  mart, 
And  he  hears  and  feels  it  breathing  in  his  bosom, 

And  beating  in  his  heart. 

And  to-day,  like  a  scarred  and  weather-beaten  reCerao, 

Again  he  comes  along. 
To  tell  the  story  of  the  Old  Tear^s  stmggies, 

In  another  New-Tear's  song. 

And  the  song  is  his,  but  not  so  with  the  stoir ; 

For  the  story,  you  roust  know, 
Was  told  in  prose  to  Assistant-Surgeon  Austin, 

By  a  soldier  of  Shiloh : 

By  Robert  Burton,  who  was  brought  up  on  the  AdasJ 

With  his  death-wound  in  his  side ; 
And  who  told  the  story  to  the  Assistant-Surgeon 

On  the  same  night  that  he  died : 

But  the  singer  feels  it  will  bettor  suit  the  baHid, 

If  all  should  deem  it  right, 
To  sing  the  story  as  if  what  it  speaks  of 

Had  happened  but  last  night : 
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^  Gome  a  little  nearer,  Doctor — Thank  yon  1  let  me 

take  the  oup  I 
Draw  your  chair  up-«-draw  it  doser— jost  another  little 

BUpI 

Hay  be  you  may  think  Fm  better,  but  Tm  pretty  well 

used  up — 
Doctor,  you've  done  all  you  could  do,  but  Fm  Just  a 

going  up. 

'*  Feel  my  pulse,  air,  if  you  want  to,  but  it  ia  no  uae  to 

try." 
"  Nerer  say  that,*'  said  the  surgeon,  as  he  smothered 

down  a  sieh, 
**  It  will  never  £>,  old  comrade,  for  a  8ol(Uer  to  say 

die !" 
*'  What  you  say  will  make  no  diiTerenoe,  Doctor,  when 

you  come  to  die. 

**  Doctor,  what  has  been  the  matter  ?"    "  You  were 

very  faint  they  say ; 
You  must  try  to  get  to  sleep  now."    '*  Doctor,  have'  I 

been  away  ?*' 
•*No,  my  venerable  comrade.**    "Doctor,  will  you 

please  to  stay  ? 
There  is  something  I  must  tell  you,  and  you  won*t 

have  long  to  stay  I 

*'  I  have  got  my  marching  orders,  and  am  ready  now 

to  go; 
Doctor,  did  you  say  I  funted? — but  it  couldn*t  have 

been  so— 
For  as  sure  as  Fm  a  seigeant  and  was  wounded  at 

Shiloh, 
Fve  this  very  night  been  back  there— on  the  old  field 

of  Shiloh  I 

"  You  may  think  It  all  delusion-— all  the  sickness  of 

the  brain — 
If  you  do,  you  are  mistaken,  and  mistaken  to  my  pain ; 
For  upon  my  dying  honor,  as  I  hope  to  live  again, 
I  have  just  been  back  to  Shiloh  and  aU  over  it  again  t 

*'  This  is  all  that  I  remember ;  the  last  time  the  Lighter 

came, 
And  the  lights  had  all  been  lowered,  and  the  noises 

much  the  same, 
He  had  not  been  gone  five  minutes  before  something 

called  my  name — 

*  OiiDSRLT-SBRaxANT-RoBKRT-BuBTON  1*— just  that  Way 

it  called  my  name. 

"  Then  I  thought,  who  could  have  called  me  so  dis- 
tinctly and  so  slow — 

It  can*t  be  the  Lighter,  surely,  he  could  not  have 
spoken  so. 

And  I  tried  to  answer,  *  Here  sir  I*  but  I  couidn*t 
make  it  go. 

For  I  couldnH  move  a  muscle,  and  I  couldn't  make  it 
gol 

*'  Then  I  thought,  it's  all  a  nightmare — all  a  humbug 

and  a  bore ! 
It  is  Just  another  grapemne^  and  it  won't  come  any 

more; 
Butitcame,sir,  notwithstanding,  just  the  same  words 

as  before 

*  OaDSRLT-ScROKAiiT-RoBERT-BuRTON  I*  mofo  distinctly 

than  before  I 

'*That  is  all  that  I  remember  till  a  sudden  burst  of 

light 
And  I  stood  beside  the  river,  where  we  stood  that  I 

Sunday  night  | 

Vol.  VI.— Pobtbt  8 


Waiting  to  be  ferried  over  to  the  dark  bluffli  opposite, 
When  the  river  seemed  perdition  and  all  hell  seemed 
opposite  I 

"  And  the  same  old  palpitation  came  again  with  all  its 

power. 
And  I  heard  a  bugle  sounding  as  from  heaven  or  a 

tower; 
And  the  same  mysterious  voice  said :    '  It  is  —  thx 

SLKVXNTH  HOUR  I 
OrDRRLT-SkROKART — ROBRRT  BURTOR — ^IT  IS  THE  ELXV- 
RKTH  HOUR  I' 

**  Doctor  Austin  t— what  day  is  this  T— **  It  is  Wednes- 
day night,  you  know ;" 

"  Yes  I  To-morrow  will  be  New- Year's,  and  a  right 
good  time  below  I 

What  Ume  is  it,  Doctor  Austin  1*'—" Nearly  twelve:" 
— "  Then  don't  you  go  I 

Can  it  be  that  all  this  happened—- all  this — ^not  an  hour 
•go! 

"  There  was  where  the  gunboats  opened  on  the  dark, 

rebellious  host. 
And  where  Webster  semicirded  his  last  guns  upon 

the  coast — 
There  were  still  the  two  log-houses,  just  the  same,  or 

else  their  ghost-^ 
And  the  same  old  transport  came  and  took  me  ove^- 

or  its  ghost  I 

"And  the  whole  field  lay  before  me,  all  deserted  far 

and  wide— 
*  There  was  where  they  fell  on  Prentiss— there  McCler- 

nand  met  the  tide ; 
There  was  where  stem  Sherman  rallied,  and  where 

Hurlbut's  heroes  died — 
Lower  down,  where  Wallace  charged  them,  and  kept 

charging  till  he  died  I 

'*  There  was  where  Lew  Wallace  showed  them  hewss 

of  the  cannie  kin— 
There  was  where  old  Nelson  thundered  and  where 

Rousseau  waded  in — 
There  McCook  *  sent  them  to  breakfast,*  and  we  all 

began  to  win — 
There  was  where  the  grape-shot  took  me  just  as  we 

began  to  win. 

"  Now  a  shroud  of  snow  and  silence  over  every  thing 

was  spread; 
And  but  for  this  old,  blue  mantle,  and  the  old  hat  on 

my  head, 
I  should  not  have  even  doubted,  to  this  moment,  I. 

was  dead; 
For  my  footsteps  were  as  silent  as  the  snow  upon  the  • 

deadt 

*' Death  and  silence  I  Death  and  silence  I  starry  8>* 
lence  overheard  I 

And  behold  a  mighty  tower,  as  if  builded  to  the 
dead, 

To  the  heaven  of  the  heavens  lifted  up  its  mightv 
headl 

Till  the  Stars  and  Stripes  of  heaven  all  seemed  wav- 
ing from  its  head  1 

<t  Bound  and  mighty-based,  it  towered — up  into  the 

infinite! 
And  I  knew  no  mortal  mason  could  have  built  a  shaft. 

so  bright ; 
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For  it  shone  like  solid  sunahine ;  Mid  a  windiQg  stair 

of  light 
Wonnd  around  it  and  around  it  till  it  wound  dear  out 

of  sight  t 

"  And,  behold,  as  I  ^>proached  it  with  a  rapt  and  daz- 
zled stare  — 

Thinking  that  I  saw  old  comrades  just  ascending  the 
great  stair — 

Suddenly  the  solemn  challenge  broke  of,  ^  Halt !  and 
who  goes  there  I  * 

'  Fm  a  friend,"  I  said,  *  if  you  are'  —  *  Then  advance, 
sir,  to  the  stair  I  * 

**  I  advanced — that  sentry^  Doctor^  was  Eiyah  Ballan- 

tyne  — 
ilrst  of  all  to  fidl  on  Monday,  after  we  had  formed  the 

line  I 

*  Welcome  I  my  old  sei^geant,  welcome  I  Welcome  by 

that  countenign  I  * 
And  he  poiuted  to  the  scar  there  under  this  old  cloak 
of  mine  I 

'*A8  he  grasped  my  hand,  I  shuddered  —  thinking 

only  of  the  grave — 
But  he  smiled  and  pointed  upward,  with  a  bright  and 

bloodless  glaive — 

*  That's  the  way,  sir,  to  headquarters' — '  What  head- 

quartersl*    *  Of  the  brave  I  * 
*But  the  great  tower? '—' That  was  builded  of  the 
great  deeds  of  the  brave  1 ' 


**  Then  a  sudden  shame  came  o'er  me  at  hia  unifonn 

of  Ught— 
At  my  own  so  old  and  tattered,  and  at  his  bo  new  and 

bright : " 
*  Ah  I '  said  he,  'you  have  forgotten  the  new  uniform 

to-night  I 
Hurry  back,  for  you  muat  be  here  at  just  twelve 

o'clock  to-night  I ' 

'*  And  the  next  thing  I  remember,  you  were  sitUng 

iken^  and  I  — 
Doctor!  it  is  hard  to  leave  you — Hark  I  God  bless 

you  all  I  Good  by  I 
Doctor  I  please  to  give  my  musket  and  my  kn^Mack, 

when  I  die, 
To  my  son -^  my  son  that's  coming —hft  won't  get 

here  till  I  die  I 

*'Tell  him  his  old  father  blessed  him  as  he  never  did 

before  — 
And  to  carry  that  old  musket — Hark  I  a  knock  is  at 

the  door  I  — 
Tillthe  Union— see!  it  opens  1"—'*  Father  I  father  1 

speak  once  morel " -— 
** Bless  youl "  gasped  the  old,  gray  Seigeant,  and  he 

lay  and  said  no  more  I 

When  the  Surgeon  gave  the  heir«oin  the  old  Sergeant's 

last  advice  -— 
And  his  musket  and  his  knapsack  —  how  the  fire 

flashed  in  bis  eyes!  — 
He  is  on  the  march  this  morning,  and  wlU  inarch  on 

tiU  he  dies- 
He  will  save  this  blee^g  coontry  or  will  fight  until 

hediesl* 

*  Thii  Tcr7  remarkable  poem  was  dlitrlbated  on  Che  flnt  day 
ef  the  year,  16IS,  by  the  carden  ef  the  LottlerlUe  J&mtMt, 


FOREYSR  AND  FOREVER. 

'    BT  GSORGB  W.   BUSOAT. 

For  others'  weal  let  good  men  labor. 

And  not  for  fame  or  paltry  pelf, 
And  mind  the  maxim,  love  thy  neighbor 

As  well  as  thou  dost  love  thyselt 
Point  him  beyond  the  hills  of  time, 

Aid  him  in  every  true  eudeavor 
To  crown  his  life  with  deeds  subUme^ 

Now,  and  forever  and  forever. 

And  should  thy  feeble  brother  stumble. 

And  often  fall  upon  the  road. 
Though  poor,  despised,  deformed,  and  humblei 

In  pity  help  him  bear  his  load. 
Heed  not  the  color  of  his  skin ; 

As  stars  shine,  quenched  by  midnight  osrcr, 
So  souls  that  God  has  lit  within 

Will  shine  forever  and  forever. 

Break  not  the  heart  that's  almost  broken, 

But  light  up  hope  and  banish  fear ; 
Let  pleasant  thoughts  be  softly  spoken, 

While  pity  wipes  away  the  tear. 
We  all  are  joined  by  kindred  ties, 

That  mortal  man  cannot  dissever; 
They  link  us  here  and  in  the  aldes^ 

And  last  forever  and  forever. 


We  shall  behold  the  blessed 

Of  eras  we  have  sought  so  long, 
The  light  of  that  millennial  morning 

Of  cloudless  sun  and  freedom's  song. 
When  truth  and  love  have  power  and  vaS^ 

Truth's  the  fulcrum,  love  the  lever. 
That  moves  the  worid,  when  moved  axigfat; 

God  reigns  forever  and  forever. 


OOME  LIST,  MT  BOTS,  ENLIST. 

Hurrah!  the  boys  are  moving — the  fife  and  drsa 

speak  war; 
A  Quaker's  son  is  captain,  and  numbers  up  his  loore, 
And  harvest  past,  r^t  well  we  know,  hell  driH  Ut 

eighty  more. 

For  it  must  be  done,  the  ptofiit  say; 

It  must  be  done,  and  now's  tiie  day; 

It  must  be  done,  and  this  the  woay— 

Gome  list,  my  boys,  enlist. 

The  fields  stand  rough  in  stubble,  the  wheat  ii  mdcr 

roof; 
What  are  yon  made  of,  oountiy  boys  t  oome^pveyNr 

mother  proof: 
Tour  comndes  fight,  and  cowards  you  if  ysu  AiO 

stand  aloofl 
For  it  must  be  done,  the  people  say,  etc 

Up,  change  the  rake  for  rifle — ^the  oompames  recniit; 
Come,  out  with  anns  all  brawn,  and  learn  the  SMirt 

how  to  shoot; 
Tonr  sisters,  in  the  dder-tisae,  win  gather  in  the  Ml 
For  it  must  be  done,  the  people  say,  dc. 


Good  tidings  for  the  telegrq>h,  swifl  let  tiis 

run; 
Old  Chester  sends  her  greeting  prood  along  to  1M* 

ington; 
Each  farm-house  pours  it  treasnres  fi:M,  sad  pn^' 
crates  a  son. 

For  it  must  be  done,  the  people  saj,  el& 
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Hunh !  bamh  I  old  Iknner,  ehout  from  your  brown- 
tanned  throat ; 

Piflh!  for  each  home-found  man,  to-daj,  who  weais 
modatacha  or  goat ; 

For  every  male  who  well  might  go,  but  staya,  a  petticoat. 
For  it  muat  be  done,  the  people  aay,  etc 

Hurrah!  hurrah  I  old  farmer's  wife,  you*U  see  the 
whole  thing  done; 

The  maidens  wUl  be  weaving  it — ^you*ll  siee  the  worst- 
ed spun; 

The  coward*s  be  thepeUieoat — but  it  will  not  be  your 
son. 

For  it  must  be  done,  the  people  say ; 

It  must  be  done,  and  now^s  the  day ; 

It  must  be  done,  and  this  the  way— 

Ck>me  list,  my  boys,  enlist. 

—PhUadapMaPr-t.  Cbestkr  Couhtt. 

ABRAHAM  LINCOLN. 

JAKUAKT  11B8T,  XIOBTnN  RUNDRSn  AHD  8XXTT-TBRX1. 

Stand  like  an  anvil,  when  *tis  beaten 

With  the  full  vigor  of  the  smithes  right  arm! 
Stand  like  the  noble  oak-tree,  when  'tis  eaten 
By  the  Saperda  and  his  ravenous  swarm  t 
For  many  smiths  will  strike  the  ringing  blows, 
Ere  the  red  drama  now  enacting  close ; 
And  human  insects,  gnawing  at  thy  fame, 
Conspire  to  bring  thy  honored  head  to  shame. 

Stand  like  the  firmament,  upholden 

By  an  invisible  but  Almighty  hand ! 
He  whomsoever  justice  doth  embolden, 

Unshdkcn,  unseduced,  unawed  shall  stand. 
Invisible  support  is  mightier  far. 
With  noble  aims,  than  walls  of  granite  are ; 
And  simple  consciousness  of  justice  gives 
Strength  to  a  purpose  while  that  purpose  lives. 

Stand  like  the  rock  that  looks  defiant 

Far  o'er  the  surging  seas  that  lash  its  form ! 
Composed,  determined,  watchful,  self-reliant. 
Be  master  of  thyself,  and  rule  the  storm  I 
And  thou  shalt  soon  behold  the  bow  of  peace 
Span  the  broad  heavens,  and  the  wild  tumult  cease ; 
Jljid  see  the  billows,  with  the  clouds  that  meet, 
Subdued  and  calm,  come  crouching  to  Uiy  feet. 

December,  1601.  W.  D.  Qajulaohkb. 


OUR  WOUNDED. 
BT  a  K.  TDGsniujr. 

An  loftier  rise  the  ocean's  heaving  crests. 
Ere  they  sink,  tempest  driven,  on  the  strand ; 

So  do  ^ese  hearts  and  freedom-beating  breasts, 
Sublimed  by  suffering,  fall  upon  our  land. 

Wounded  I  0  sweet-lipped  word  1  for  on  the  page 
Of  this  strange  history,  all  these  scars  shiJl  be 

The  hieroglyphics  of  a  valiant  age, 
Deep  writ  in  freedom's  blood-red  mysteiy. 

What  though  your  fate  sharp  agony  reveals  I 
What  thoujrii  the  mark  of  brothers^  blows  you  bear  I 

The  breath  of  your  oppression  upward  steals, 
like  incense  from  crushed  spices  into  air. 

Freedom  lies  listening,  nor  as  yet  averts 
The  battle  horrors  of  these  months'  slow  length ; 


But  as  she  listens,  silently  she  girts 
More  close,  more  firm,  the  armor  of  her  strength. 

Then  deem  them  not  as  lost,  these  bitter  days, 
Nor  those  which  yet  in  anguish  must  be  spent 

Far  from  loved  skies  and  home's  peace-moving  ways, 
For  these  are  not  the  losses  you  lament 

It  is  the  glory  that  your  country  bore. 

Which  you  would  rescue  from  a  living  grave ; 
It  is  the  unity  that  once  she  wore. 

Which  your  true  hearts  are  yearning  still  to  save. 

Despur  not :  UU  written^  though  the  eye. 
Red  with  its  watching,  can  no  future  som, 

The  glow  of  triumph  yet  shall  flush  the  sky, 
And  God  redeem  the  ruin  made  by  man. 


THE  DRUMMER-BOT   OF  TENNESSEE. 

When  called  the  fife  and  drum  at  mom 

The  soldier  from  his  rest, 
And  those  to  higher  honors  bom 

With  softer  couches  blest, 
Tliere  came,  a  ci4)tain  brave  to  seek, 

Deep  in  her  mourning  dad. 
By  loss  made  sad,  and  journeying  weak, 

A  mother  and  a  lad — 
And  they  had  come  from  Tennessee, 
Waiting  the  beat  of  reveill6. 

But,  penniless  and  widowed, 

Her  story  soon  she  told : 
The  hand  of  traitor  had  not  spared 

Her  husband's  life  nor  gold ; 
And  now  she  brought  her  only  son 

To  fill  the  drummer's  place; 
Thus  young  his  daily  bread  to  earn, 

His  country's  foes  to  face: 
For  he  had  learned,  in  Tennessee, 
To  beat  the  call  of  reveille 

The  boy  upturned  his  eager  gaae, 

And,  with  a  beating  heart. 
He  read  upon  the  captain's  face 

Both  Idndliness  and  doubt ; 
For  he  had  marked  his  tender  yean^ 

His  litUe  fragile  form— 
«« Don't  be  afraid,"  he  boldly  cried, 

**  For,  captain,  I  can  drum  I 
And  I  have  come  from  Tennessee, 
To  sound  for  you  the  reveille** 

*«  Well,  call  the  fifer  I— bring  the  dmm. 
To  test  this  noble  youth  t" 
And  well  his  part  he  did  perform, 
A  **  drummer-boy,"  in  truth  ! 
'*  Yes,  madam,  I  will  take  your  boy,** 

The  captain  kindly  said. 
*'  Oh  I  bring  him  back,"  her  quick  reply, 
"  Unnumbered  with  the  dead  I 
And  Eddie  Lee,  of  Tennessee. 
Shall  play  for  you  the  reveilli.'' 

'Twas  many  a  weary  march  was  made. 

To  sound  of  drum  and  fife. 
And  well  the  **drummer4)oy'*  essayed 

To  play  the  march  of  life ; 
Each  soldier  loved  and  sought  to  shave 

Their  part  of  good  with  him ; 
The  fifer  on  his  back  did  bear 

Aoroes  each  swollen  stream 
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This  '*  drummer-boy"  from  Tennessee, 
Who  beat  with  him  the  rerelU^ 

But  came  the  battle-shock,  and  doom 

Of  one  great  "  Lyon*'  heart, 
The  victoria  shout — ^the  victim^s  groan, 

Fulfilled  their  fearful  part  I 
And,  on  that  blood-stiuned  field  of  woe 

The  darkness  ^rew  its  pall  I 
The  morning  dawned  on  fiying  foe ; 

When,  list !— the  "  morning  call  I" 
Our  "  drummer-boy"  from  Tennessee, 
Beatmg  for  help  the  reveille  I 

Upon  the  valley  sod  he  lay 

Beside  a  lifeless  foe, 
Whose  dying  hand  had  sought  to  stay 

The  life-blood's  ebbing  flow : 
The  quivering  drum  yet  echoing 

The  beating  of  his  heart — 
The  encamping  angel  beckoning 

From  drum  and  fife  to  part  I 
And  Eddie  Lee,  of  Tennessee, 
Awaits  the  final  reveille  I 

MiiniiB  Habt. 


mOIDIMTS  or  YICKSBUROR,  MISS. 

JoaXBOX^B  PLAHTAnOV,  ITIAB  TlOCSBiniOlI,  ) 

Jaoaary  2, 1868.  f 
I  have  given  you  an  account  of  the  action  which 
occurred  on  the  twenty-ninth  day  of  December,  and 
of  its  results.  But  two  divisions — ^those  of  Morgan^s 
and  Steele^s — ^were  generally  and  closely  engaged.  A 
portion  of  Smith's  division  made  some  advance  under 
a  terrible  fire,  in  which  the  gallant  Sixth  Missouri  were 
most  actively  engaged.  This  regiment  crossed  the 
levee,  which  had  b^n  occupied  by  the  enemy  as  an 
earthwork,  and  was  still,  aher  being  crossed,  com- 
manded by  the  enemy^s  cannon.  It  however,  led  to 
an  advance  upon  Smith's  line,  but  without  any  positive 
advantage  to  us.  From  certain  points  on  the  new  line 
Urns  made,  Y icksbureh  could  be  seen.  The  movements 
of  the  rebel  troops  m  the  city,  and  some  portions  of 
Vicksburgh,  were  clearly  and  fairly  in  view.  It  was 
tempting  to  look  straight  in  upon  the  beleaguered  city, 
and  still  know  that  its  occupation  was  improbable,  if 
not  imposnble.  But  so  it  was,  and  our  troops  lay 
down  upon  their  arms  on  the  night  of  the  twenty-ninth 
with  anxious  hearts  and  high  hopes  that  something 
might  occur  to  make  it  practicable.  The  night  of  the 
twenty-ninth  passed  and  the  morning  dawned  without 
any  new  development  being  made,  except  that  the 
enemy  aMumed  a  threatening  position  with  their  artil- 
lery. It  was  evidently  his  intention  to  shell  our  camp. 
It  having  mined  incessantly  during  the  night,  and  our 
men  having  been  exposed  to  it  all,  it  was  deemed  ad- 
visable to  place  our  troops  in  such  a  position  that  they 
would  not  be  exposed  to  the  enemy's  cannon,  and 
where  they  could  examine  their  ammunition  and  clean 
their  rusted  arms,  preparatory  to  further  operations. 
In  the  mean  time,  our  front  was  to  be  held  firmly,  and 
heavier  artillery  was  to  be  placed  in  position  behind 
earth-works.  The  threatening  preparations  in  front 
deterred  the  enemy  from  shelling  the  camps,  and  put 
him  on  his  guard,  for  offensive  operations  on  our  part 
Wednesday  was  occupied  by  both  armies  in  the  pres* 
enoe  of  each  other,  throwing  up  new  works,  di^^g 
new  pits,  preparing  for  operations  offensive  and  de- 
fensive. During  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday  the  cries 
of  our  wounded  could  be  beard,  and  an  impromptu 


effort  was  made  to  recover  them  by  a  flag  of  trace. 
Being  irregular,  and  perhaps  not  authorised,  and  oc- 
casional skirmishes  still  going  on,  the  flag  was  fired  oo 
by  the  enemy.  The  wounded  and  dead  of  ThayerV 
and  Blur's  brigades  had  to  lie  there  and  await  the 
tedious  process  of  official  communication.  This  is  cue 
of  the  most  horrible  pictures  which  a  battle-field  pw- 
sents,  but  frequently  is  unavoidable.  It  seems  to  bare 
been  so  in  this  instance.  While  a  tear  here  and  there 
was  dropped  for  the  dying  and  the  dead,  sUll  the  great 
purpose  of  the  expedition  were  not  accomplished,  and 
generally  our  anny  looked  forward  to  watch  future 
movements. 

Wednesday  morning  came  and  stiU  no  change  from 
Tuesday.  The  front  was  kept  up  by  Smithes  and  Mor- 
gan's divisions,  while  Steele's  division  lay  along  Chicka- 
saw Bayou,  ready  to  meet  the  enemy  if  they  should 
make  a  deployment  in  that  direction.  Every  thing 
was  quiet  on  the  line,  and  this  being  a  favorable  op- 
portunity, a  flag  of  truce  was  sent  to  the  enemy  for 
the  purpose  of  recovering  and  attending  to  our  dead 
and  wounded.  The  flag  was  duly  recognized,  the  mes- 
sage was  received  and  was  answered,  allowing  us  four 
hours  to  bury  our  dead.  The  cessation  of  hostilities 
consequent  to  the  removal  of  our  dead  and  wounded, 
gave  tiie  sharp-shooters  and  pickets  an  opportmutr 
to  converse  with  each  other.  The  conversatioo  wa^ 
opened  by  our  pickets,  by  asking:  **  How  fiu*  it  va* 
to  Vicksbureh?" 

Rebel  Pi(£et— *'  So  far  that  you'll  never  pt  thar." 

Federal — "  How  many  men  you  gotr* 

Rebel — **  Enough  to  dean  you  out" 

One  rebel,  who  seemed  to  be  somewhat  of  a  stump- 
er, said  that  '*  Banks  had  been  whipped  out  at  Port 
Hudson ;  that  Memphis  had  been  retaken,  and  that 
the  Yankees  would  not  take  Ylckaburgh  till  hell  froze 
over."  A  thousand  questions  were  a^ked,  and  all  an- 
swered in  the  same  defiant  way. 

While  this  interesting  parley  was  going  on,  the 
wounded  and  dead  were  removed.  In  a  very  dioit 
time  the  field  was  cleared,  and  every  thing  was  again 
quiet  on  the  lines. 

The  camps  were  soon  astir  again ;  orderlies  and  aid» 
were  galloping  to  and  from  the  various  division  and 
brigade  headquarters ;  of  course  it  could  be  interpret- 
ed to  mean  nothing  else  than  Airther  orders.  Tbe 
critical  and  trying  position  of  our  army  lent  an  addi- 
tional interest  to  orders.  They  were  important,  for 
Steele's  division  was  ordered  to  make  a  night  aasanli 
on  Haines's  Bluff,  while  the  other  division  commanders 
were  to  hold  their  fronts  firm  and  advance,  if  they 
could,  while  Steele  was  storming  the  enemy's  woiks  at 
Haines^s  Bluff.  The  movement  preparatory  to  this 
was,  for  Steele  to  jnask  his  division  from  the  enernVs 
look-outs  by  marching  down  Chickasaw  bayoa  to  the 
river,  put  his  troops  on  board  the  transports  and 
steam  quietly  up  the  Tazoo,  and  before  daylight  debark 
his  troops  under  the  enemy's  guns  ai  Haines's  BluC 
In  this  matter  the  gunboat  and  mortar  fleets  were 
to  pla^  an  important  part.  The  river  was  lined  with 
torpedoes,  and  it  was  necessary  to  dear  it  out  befucv 
the  transports  could  go  up.  This  being  acoomplisbrJ, 
they  were  to  take  a  posiUon  further  up  the  river  from 
the  point  of  debarkation,  and  engage  the  batterie^, 
while  the  troops  should  advance  to  tbe  BIa&  Dunn^; 
the  day,  the  boilers  of  the  steamboats  designated  for 
the  hazardous  business  were  protected  by  bales  of  hay 
and  otherwise.  Pilots  and  river  men  were  shaky,  and 
anxiously  inquired  what  it  meant  No  informstioo 
was  imparted,  as  the  whole  plan  was  to  be  kept  strirtlT 
secret 
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When  night  came,  Steele*g  division  marched  noiae- 
lessly  down  the  bayou,  and  embarked  on  the  trans- 
ports as  quietiy  as  possible.  The  men  were  instructed 
to  be  as  quiet  as  possible  on  the  boats.  From  the  or- 
ders given  out,  they  gathered  that  something  perilous 
was  on  hand,  and  seemed  to  be  impressed  with  the 
danger  they  had  soon  to  encounter.  So  Steele's  divi- 
sion lay  down  to  sleep  at  nine  o'clock  that  night  expect- 
ing to  awake  to  the  performance  of  a  sanguinary  duty. 
During  the  night  the  fleet  made  a  reoonnoissance  up 
the  river ;  they  attempted  to  work  at  the  torpedoes, 
but  the  fog  wii^  so  heavy  that  they  could  not  accom- 
plish any  thing.  It  was  also  discovered  that  several 
pilots  had  deserted  to  the  enemy,  who  would  probably 
inform  the  enemy  of  the  plan  in  time  for  him  to 
thwart  it. 

These  and  other  reasons  thus  delayed  the  execution 
of  this  perilous  undertaking— a  plan  which,  if  success- 
ful, would  have  been  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
daring  exploits  of  the  present  war. 

Qeneral  Thayer,  while  leading  his  column  up  the  hill 
where  the  enemy  had  dug  rine-pits  and  thrown  up 
earth- works,  lost  his  sword.    There  was  a  fence  half- 
way up  the  hill,  and  near  the  second  line  of  works, 
which  it  was  necessary  for  his  troops  to  climb  over. 
The  General  sheathed  his  sword  for  the  purpose,  and 
in  climbing  over  the  fence,  the  lower  part  of  it  was 
caught,  which  reversed  the  scabbard,  and  the  sword 
Doisclessly  slipped  out.    He  started  back  afler  other 
regiments  in  his  brigade,  and  not  having  occasion  to 
use  it,  he  did  not  miss  it  until  after  the  enemy  had  pos- 
tession  of  the  field.    He  regretted  it  very  much,  as  it 
was  presented  to  him  for  distinguished  services  in  the 
Indian  war  which  occurred  some  years  ago  on  the 
frontier.    WhUst  our  dead  were  being  taken  off  the 
field  under  the  flag  of  truce,  a  soldier  of  the  Fourth 
Iowa  discovered  it,  and  slipped  it  on  the  platter  which 
was  being  used  to  convey  a  wounded  man  off  the  field. 
It  was  restored  to  the  General.     The  casualties  are 
not  as  great  as  at  first  supposed.    The  number  will 
not  rea(m  one  thousand  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 
The  Fourth  Iowa,  in  Thayer's  brigade,  and  Thirteenth 
Illinois,  in  Blair's  brigade,  suffered  most.    In  these 
two  regiments  the  killed  and  wounded  amount  to  near 
three  hundred.    The  Fifty-eighth  Ohio  is  said  to  have 
suffered  considerably.     Colonel  Dresler,  one  of  the 
best  officers  in  the  ser^ce,  is  numbered  among  the 
kUled.    Colonel  Wyman,  Thirteenth  Illinois,  was  mor- 
tally wounded  in  the  action  of  the  twenty-eighth,  and 
has  since  died.    General  Morgan  L.  Smith  was  wound- 
^ed  on  the  same  day,  but  not  seriously.    He  is  recov- 
ering, and  will  be  able  to  return  to  his  command  in  a 
few  days. 

We  are  not  in  Yicksburgh  yet  A  change  has  been 
made  in  the  programme.  Instead  of  storming  this 
formidable  citadel  of  rebeldom,  we  go  North.  General 
McCIemand  has  arrived  and  supersedes  Sherman.  Such 
are  the  mutations  of  military  operations,  that  corre- 
spondents can't  help  but  be  mistaken. 

The  army  is  in  excellent  spirits.  "Push  forward 
the  columns.' '  Aksabbkn. 


A  Thkillino  Ikoidxnt. — ^A.  Z.  Reeve,  of  the  Iowa 

army,  gives  the  following  thrilling  inddent  in  a  letter 

to  his  brother : 

OBEVAnowff,  Trarir.,  Uarch  18, 1868. 

We  have  been  here  about  six  weeks,  protecting  the 
railroad.  Colonel  Richardson,  a  rebel  guerrilla,  has 
been  hovering  in  the  vicinity  for  some  tipe,  capturing 
forage  parties  and  tearing  up  the  road  whenever  op- 


portunity offered.  When  pursued,  he  retreats  to  the 
swamps,  and  his  command,  dispersing  in  small  squads, 
generidly  evade  all  attempts  to  discover  them.  To 
make  the  matter  worse,  they  frequently  dress  in  Fed« 
eral  uniform. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ninth  of  this  month,  our 
regiment  and  the  Fourth  Illinois  cavalry  started  out 
with  a  guide  for  the  retreat  of  the  guerrillas.  Before 
we  reached  the  rebel  camp,  the  Sixth  Illinois  cavalry, 
with  flying  artillery  attached,  attacked  the  rebels  from 
the  opposite  side,  killed  twenty-five  of  them,  took 
some  prisoners,  and  burned  the  camp  and  garrison 
equipage.  In  their  headlong  stampede,  the  rebels 
came  well-nigh  running  into  our  hands.  While  in  hot 
pursuit,  we  came  to  the  residence  of  one  Robert  C. 
Forbes,  who,  intrenching  himself  in  the  house,  com- 
menced firing  on  our  flankers  as  they  approached. 
The  flankers  then  charged  on  the  house,  effected  an 
entrance,  and  discovered  that  Forbes  had  taken  shel- 
ter in  an  upper  chamber.  The  desperate  man  was 
called  upon  to  surrender,  but  refused.  He  had  already 
killed  one  member  of  the  Fourth  Illinois  cavalry,  and 
had  wounded  another.  He  also  had  received  a  wound 
in  the  right  arm,  which  disabled  him  to  such  an  ex- 
tent that  he' could  not  load  his  gun.  His  wound  wns 
received  by  a  shot  fired  up  through  the  floor.  Still 
the  desperate  man  refused  to  yield.  As  a  last  resort 
the  house  was  set  on  fire.  This  compelled  the  man  to 
come  down,  but  he  still  obstinately  refused  to  surren- 
der. He  was  immediately  surrounded  by  the  exas- 
perated soldiers,  who  refrained  from  shooting  him  on 
account  of  the  certainty  of  shooting  ^eir  comrades. 
Meanwhile  the  old  man  clubbed  his  gun,  and  although 
his  arm  was  badly  lacerated  and  bleeding,  he  ferocious- 
ly kept  the  soldiers  at  bay.  At  length  one  of  the  offi- 
cers ordered  the  soldiers  oppodte  to  him  to  get  away, 
and  give  him  a  chance  **  to  shoot  the  old  secession 
scoundrel  I" 

At  these  words  the  gun  dropped  from  the  old  man's 
hands,  and  he  earnestly  inquired : 

**  Is  it  possible  ?  Have  I  been  fighting  Union  sol- 
diers aU  this  time  r 

**  Of  course,  we  are  Union  men,*'  replied  the  offi- 
cer. 

"My  God  !  why  didn't  I  know  this  before?"  said 
the  old  man  in  a  voice  of  agony ;  "  I  am  a  Union 
man,  too.  I  thought  I  was  fighting  Richardson's 
guerrillas  I" 

The  soldiers  did  not  believe  him  at  first,  but  in 
brief  time  he  proved  to  them  beyond  all  dispute  that 
there  was  no  counterfeit  Unionism  about  him.  He 
had  been  an  incorruptible  patriot  during  the  war.  At 
the  outbreak  of  the  rebellion,  he  had  been  arrested  by 
confederate  authority  and  placed  in  chains.  His  crime 
consisted  in  telling  the  rebels  that  they  were  traitors 
and  deserved  hanging.  When  General  Hurlburt  passed 
through  this  part  of  the  country,  the  old  man  joined 
him,  but  came  back  occasionally  to  see  his  family.  He 
was  on  a  brief  furiough  from  the  Federal  army  when 
the  raid  was  made  on  Ms  house.  Richardson  had 
sworn  vengeance  against  him,  and  he  had  resolved 
never  to  be  taken  alive.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
guerrillas  were  in  the  habit  of  prowling  about  in  Fed- 
eral uniform,  the  old  man  was  led  to  mistake  our  sol- 
diers for  rebels. 

The  explanation  came  too  late  to  save  the  house. 
It  was  consumed  with  all  its  contents.  There  was  not 
a  quilt  left  to  defend  the  mother  and  children  from 
the  cold.  They  had  fled  from  the  burning  building 
just  in  time  to  save  their  lives.  It  was  a  sad  specta- 
cle.   The  old  man  begged  to  be  taken  along  with  ua. 
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He  told  hii  wife  to  get  to  the  Federal  lines  as  soon  as 
possible.  A  braTer  and  a  truer  man  to  his  country 
does  not  exist  than  Robert  C.  Forbes.  I  gave  the 
moUier  and  children  ten  dollars  in  greenbacks  and 
mj  blankets.  The  other  soldiers  contributed  to  re- 
lieye  the  distresses  of  the  family.  Many  sympathizing 
tears  were  shed  by  us  all.  I  have  not  witnessed  a 
scene  so  affecting  since  my  enlistment — Iowa  State 
ReffUter,  __«. . 

A  Nsw  Gassabianca. — A  correspondent,  giving  an 
aooovit,  by  a  rebel  prisoner  who  participated  in  the 
affair,  of  the  capture  of  the  Harriet  Lane,  at  Galveston, 
Texas,  relates  the  following  remarkable  incident : 

Almost  the  first  men  struck  down  were  the  eallant 
Captain  Wainwright  and  Lieut.  Lee,  who  both  fought, 
the  prisoner  says,  with  a  desperation  and  valor  that  no 
mortal  could  surpass.  He  saw  them  bleeding  and 
prostrate  upon  the  deck,  still  dealing  death  among 
their  enemies.  One  young  son  of  Captain  Wainwright 
—only  ten  years  old,  just  think  of  it ! — stood  at  the 
cabin  door,  a  revolver  in  each  hand,  and  never  ceased 
firing  until  be  had  expended  every  shot.  One  of  his 
poor  little  hands  was  disabled  by  a  ball,  shattering 
his  four  fingers,  and  then  his  infantile  sotil  gave  way ; 
he  burst  into  tears,  and  cried :  "  Do  you  want  to  kill 
me  ?"  Darling  young  hero — ^may  his  country  never 
forget  him  I  Where  is  the  Heroans  to  wed  his  name 
to  immortal  verse,  like  another  Cassabiaaca  ?  Philan- 
thropists, whose  hearts  are  yearning  for  something  to 
love,  here  is  a  noble  orphan  boy  on  whom  to  lavish 
your  care.  He  is  now  a  prisoner  in  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  ____^ 

A  RoMANCS  OF  THX  Wae. — ^The  Hartford  JSvenina 
Fren  oamtes  the  following  curious  incident,  which  it 
has  from  an  officer  in  the  Twentieth  ConnecUcut  r^- 
ment: 

"  When  the  regiment  first  marched  towards  Dum- 
fries, in  December,  it  halted  for  two  or  three  hours 
dose  by  a  fannhouse,  three  miles  south  of  the  Occo- 
quan  River.  Corporal  Halsey  J.  Tibbals,  of  company 
D,  a  member  of  the  color-guard,  while  gratifying  his 
propensity  for  sight-seeine,  with  the  rest,  discovered 
what  seemed  to  him  familiar  localities.  He  remem- 
bered that  he  was  bom  in  Virginia,  and  lived  there 
till  the  age  of  eight  years,  but  had  not  any  definite 
idea  of  ue  precise  locality.  He  was  soon  satisfied, 
however,  that  he  had  found  his  birthplace,  and  point- 
ed out  the  grave  of  his  grandfather,  and  the  path 
leading  to  the  spring  which  supplied  the  household 
with  water.  Inquiry  of  the  occupants  of  the  house 
.  corroborated  his  convictions,  and  brought  out  the  fact 
that  he  was  the  sole  surviting  heir  to  the  property, 
which  still  goes  by  the  name  of  *  The  Tibbals  Faim.' 
The  property  oomdats  of  over  three  hmidred  acres,  and 
in  New-England  would  make  a  man  independent,  but 
Mr.  Tibbals  deelines  to  prosecute  his  dafan,  as  he  has 
ft  poor  estimate  of  Southern  property  rince  the  rebel- 
lion. He  is  also  the  rightful  owner  of  one  thousand 
icres  of  land  In  Texas,  which  fell  to  him  by  the  death 
of  a  rektive." 


Genxrai.  BuTUtt.— Theodore  Wintbrop,  whom  the 
oounfry  only  began  to  appreciate  when  she  had  lost 
him,  in  a  paper  describing  one  of  the  eariy  scenes  of 
the  war,  says :  **  The  army  of  the  United  States  at  this 
time  conasted  of  six  thousand  men.  Three  thouiod 
were" — certain  specified  regiments.  **The  other 
three  thousand  were  —  Oeneral  B^dUr.*^ — Bodon  Ad- 
vertker. 


A  FsDXKAL  scout  nsmod  W.  J.  Murray  went  on 
horseback  from  New-Orleans  to  Baton  Rouge,  to  as- 
certain the  condition  of  the  telegraph  line,  which  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  rebels.  He  rode  forty  miles 
through  the  enemy*s  country,  which  was  infested  with 
roving  bands  of  gpierrillas,  but  met  with  no  opposi- 
tion, and  returned  to  New-Orleans  with  safety. — lAnda- 
vUU  Jowmal. 


BBAOO'S  LAST  ORDXR  TO  WBIXISB. 

Ama  tn  8ioon>  roRT  somjoa 

Bfitte  flectari,  rota  quo  looomm 
Sera  moretur. 


■  Me  tub  areta  Hte  blbentem.  

HoMAca:  OUJXX7IIL 


Febraoy  14, 1MB.    f 

I  hate,  my  boy  Wheeler,  old  Abe's  apparatus, 

Of  hemp  garlands  twisted  to  choke  our  afflatus. 

Cease  to  rove  where  that  Stanley  the  devil  is  playia^ 

Nor  scout  near  the  spot  where  *'  Old  JSoty**  Is  stayiog. 

Fort  Donelson's  sold  to  Undo  Sam, 

For  **  bloodhounds  **  can't  butt  with  a  Federal  roi. 

My  sedulous  care  is  to  make  my  escape 

And  drink  mysdf  tight  with  a  **  little  more  gttpe.** 

You're  rather  Lowe-Jtung,  and  have  shown  the  vliits 

rag, 
And  Fm  nearly  played  out — 

Tour  old  friend, 

Bbaztoit  Brago. 


RoMANOi  OF  TBS  Cavp. — ^Tbs  LofusvUle  Jomnud 
teUs  tiie  following  singular  story :    A  few  weeks  aoce 
a  Captain,  accompanied  by  a  young  soldier,  ap|WRll^ 
ly  about  seventeen  years  of  age,  arrived  in  this  div  is 
charge  of  some  rebel  prisoners.    During  their  sta?  io 
the  city  the  young  soldier  alluded  to  had  occasion  to 
visit  headquarters,  and  at  once  attracted  the  atte&tioB 
of  Colonel  Mundy  by  being  exceedingly  spri^j  and 
possessed  of  more  than  ordinary  intelligence.    Beio^ 
in  need  of  such  a  young  man  at  Barracks  Na  I,  the 
Colonel  detafled  him  for  service  in  that  institatioo. 
He  soon  won  the  esteem  of  his  superior  officen  and 
became  a  general  favorite  with  all  connected  with  the 
Barracks.     A  few  days  ago,  however,  tlie  stardiiig 
secret  was  disclosed  that  the  supposed  young  man  was 
a  young  lady,  and  the  fact  was  established  beyond 
doubt  by  a  soldier  who  was  raised  in  the  same  tovn 
with  her  and  knevr  her  parents.    She  ^*  ai^owledged 
the  com,''  and  begged  to  be  retained  in  the  poatioa 
to  which  she  was  assigned ;  having  been  in  the  ser- 
vice ten  months,  she  desired  to  serve  during  the  war. 
Her  wish  was  accordingly  granted,  and  she  is  still  at 
her  post. 

We  learned  the  ftcts  above  stated  yesterday,  and 
took  occasion  to  visit  the  bam^s,  and  was  introdoced 
to  **  Frank  Martin,"  (her  assumed  name,)  and  gleao<s] 
the  following  inddents  connected  with  her  extraordi- 
nary career  during  the  past  ten  months: 

"  Frank  "  was  bom  near  Bristol,  Pa.,  and  her  par^ 
ente  now  reade  in  Alleghany  City,  Pa.,  where  At 
was  raised.  They  are  highly  respectable  people,  ud 
in  very  good  circumstances.  She  was  sent  to  tiie  cos- 
vent  in  Wheeling,  Va.,  at  twelve  yean  of  age,  where 
she  remained  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  bar- 
ing acquired  a  superior  education,  and  aB  the  aeconh 
plishroents  of  modem  nssffe.  She  visited  hone  ato 
leaving  the  convent,  and  aner  taking  leave  of  bar  pa^ 
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eats,  proceeded  to  this  city  in  July  last,  with  the  de* 
sign  of  enlisting  in  the  Second  East-Tennessee  cavalry, 
whidi  she  accomplished,  and  accompanied  the  army  of 
the  Cumberiand  to  Nashville.  She  was  in  the  thickest 
of  the  fight  at  Murfreesboro,  and  was  seTcrely  wound- 
ed in  the  shoulder,  bat  fought  gallantly,  and  waded 
Stone  Raver  into  Murfreesboro  on  the  memorable  Sun- 
day on  which  our  forces  were  driven  back.  She  had 
her  wound  dressed,  and  her  sex  was  disclosed,  and 
General  Roaecrans  made  acquainted  with  the  fact. 
She  was  accordingly  mustered  out  of  service,  notwith- 
standing her  earnest  entreaty  to  be  allowed  to  serve 
the  cause  she  loved  so  well.  The  General  was  very 
fitvorably  impressed  with  her  daring  bravery,  and 
superintended  the  arrangements  for  her  safe  transmis- 
non  to  her  parents.  She  left  the  army  of  the  Cum- 
berland resolved  to  enlist  again  in  the  first  regiment 
she  met  When  she  arrived  at  Bowling  Green  she 
iound  the  Ei^th  Michigan  there,  and  enlisted,  since 
which  time  she  has  been  and  is  now  connected  with  It 

Sho  is  represented  as  an  excellent  horseman,  and 
has  been  honored  with  the  position  of  regimental 
bugler  in  the  regiment  She  has  seen  and  endured  all 
the  privations  and  hardships  incident.to  the  life  of  the 
soldier,  and  gained  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  seou\ 
having  made  several  wonderftil  expeditions  which 
were  attended  with  signal  success.  Frank  is  only 
eighteen  years  of  age,  quite  small,  and  a  beautiful 
figure.  She  has  auburn  hair,  which  she  wears  quite 
short,  and  large  blue  eyes,  beaming  with  brightness 
and  intelligence.  Her  complexion  is  naturally  very 
fair,  though  slightly  bronxed  at  present  from  the 
effects  of  exposure.  She  is  exceedingly  pretty,  and 
very  amiable.  Her  conversation  denotes  more  than 
ordinary  accomplishment,  and.  what  is  stranger  than 
all,  she  appears  very  refined  in  her  manners,  giving 
no  evidence  whatever  of  the  rudeness  which  might 
naturally  be  expected  from  her  late  associations. 

Frank  ioforms  us  that  she  has  discovered  a  great 
many  females  In  the  army,  and  is  now  intimately 
acquainted  with  a  young  lady  who  is  a  lieutenant  in 
the  army.  She  has  assisted  in  burying  three  female 
soldiers  at  different  times,  whose  sex  were  unknown 
to  any  but  herself 

^ce  she  has  been  in  the  dty  she  formed  the  ao- 
quaintance  of  a  young  lady,  who  has  taken  quite  a 
fkncy  to  her,  supposing  her  to  be  a  handsome  young 
man.  We  pressed  (we  should  Bay  urged)  her  for  her 
real  name,  but  she  very  respectfully  declined  giving 
it  She  is  very  patriotic,  and  expresses  a  determina- 
tion '*to  see  the  war  out,  come  what  will." 

KiwBmr,  K.  C,  January  20. — ^After  the  recent  bat- 
tle at  Kinston,  our  forces  buried  their  dead  decently 
and  in  order.  On  the  first  instant,  a  flag  of  truce  left 
this  dty  for  that  place,  for  the  purpose  of  disinterring 
some  of  the  bodies,  and  sending  them  home.  Imagine 
thdr  feetii^,  on  opening  the  graves,  to  find  that  the 
diivalry  of  rebeldom  lud  previously  opened  them, 
stripped  the  bodies  of  every  vestige  of  clothing,  snd 
tumbled  them  back  into  their  resting-places,  with- 
out any  regard  to  Christian  burial,  but  dmply  as 
they  would  roll  the  body  of  a  dead  animal  in  a  pit 
The  hearts  of  men,  who  would  treat  the  dead  bodies 
of  their  enemies  in  this  manner,  must  be  indeed  cal- 
lous, and  hardened  to  every  fine  feeling  pertdning  to 
nuoL — I^eiffbem  Progrett^  January  2L 


Air  TThcokboious  Hxho. — ^The  notice,  by  the  dailies, 
that  Gen.  Hooker  desired  to  sppoint  George  W.  Smal- 


ley,  of  the  Tribune^  on  his  staff,  as  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  great  merit  of  his  report  of  the  battle  of 
Antietam,  reminds  us  of  a  personal  interview  we  had 
with  General  Hooker,  which,  in  justice  to  Hooker  and 
to  Mr.  Smalley,  we  feel  it  to  be  our  duty  to  recite. 
The  General  was  laid  up  with  his  wound,  but  on  the 
occasion  referred  to,  he  was  well  enough  to  be  bolster- 
ed in  a  chair,  and  was  engaged  in  writing  a  letter. 
Our  conversation  soon  turned  to  the  battle  of  Antie- 
tam, when  he  referred,  with  considerable  enthusiasm, 
to  what  he  characterized  as  the  wonderful  account  of 
the  battle  given  by  the  reporter  for  the  TrihuM.  "  It 
was,"  said  he,  **  a  perfect  reproduction  of  the  scene 
and  all  its  incidents ;  and  it  is  a  marvel  to  me  how  you 
writers  can  perform  such  tasks."  I  asked  the  General 
if  he  knew  who  the  reporter  of  the  Tribune  was.  **  I 
saw  him  first  upon  the  battle-field,"  was  his  reply.  **  I 
first  noticed  him  when  we  were  in  the  hottest  portion  of 
the  fight,  early  in  the  morning.  My  attention  was  then 
attracted  to  a  civilian,  who  sat  upon  bis  horse,  in  ad- 
vance of  my  whole  staff;  and  though  he  was  in  the 
hottest  of  the  fire,  and  the  shot  and  shell  were  strik- 
ing and  sputtering  around  us  like  so  much  hail,  he  sat 
gazmg  on  the  strife  as  steady  and  as  undisturbed  as  if 
be  were  in  a  quiet  theatre,  looking  at  a  scene  upon 
the  stage.  In  all  the  experience  which  I  have  had  of 
war,  I  never  saw  the  most  experienced  and  veteran 
soldier  exhibit  more  tranquil  fortitude  and  unshaken 
valor  than  was  exhibited  by  that  young  man.  I  was 
concerned  at  the  needless  risk  which  he  invited,  and 
told  one  of  my  aids  to  order  him  in  our  rear.  Pres- 
ently, all  my  aids  had  left  me,  on  one  service  and  an- 
other ;  whereupon,  turning  to  give  an  order,  I  found 
no  one  but  this  young  stranger  at  my  side.  I  then 
asked  him  if  he  would  oblige  me  by  bearing  a  despatch 
to  €ten.  McClellan,  and  by  acting  as  my  aid,  until  some 
of  my  staff  should  come  up.  He  rode  off  with  alacrity, 
through  a  most  exposed  position,  returned  with  the 
answer,  and  served  me  as  an  aid  through  the  remain 
dcr  of  the  fight,  till  I  was  carried  from  the  ground." 
**  And  his  name,  Cteneral  ?**  **  He  was  a  young  man, 
recently  from  college,  named  George  W.  Galley,  and 
I  am  writing  to  him  now  t  **  Those  who  know  the 
noble  nature  of  Gen.  Hooker,  wiU  therefore  wonder 
but  little  that  one  of  lus  first  acts,  when  placed  in 
chief  command  of  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  was  to 
ask  to  have  George  W.  Smalley  placed  upon  his  staff. 
The  writer  of  this  has  never  seen  George  W.  Smalley, 
but  he  deems  it  a  simple  act  of  Justice  to  relate  this 
\nXiesn\vn,'^Wilk«e  Spirit  of  (Kb  Ttmsi. 


Pbisiokxt  LiMCOLii's  Last.-- The  President  looks 
hsggard  and  careworn — who  wonders  at  it  ? — yet  he 
preserves  his  good  nature,  and  some  new  story  or  Ion 
mot  from  him  is  always  in  circulation.  The  last  was 
uttered  on  Saturday,  at  the  public  reception,  when  a 
Western  paymaster,  in  fuU  m»or's  attire,  was  intro- 
duced,  and  said:  ** Being  here,  Mr.  Lincoln,  I  thought 
Fd  call  and  pay  my  respects."  *'  From  the  complaints 
of  the  soldiers,"  responded  the  President,  "  I  guess 
that's  about  all  any  of  you  do  pay."^-  Woikingion  Oor^ 
retpondeni  Botton  JouYnaL 


ivrsBvirw  with  btomiwall  jackson. 

OiMP  PABOLa,  AxxArous,  Ma.,  Jaaoary  6,  19081 

DiAB  Sin :  I  will  attempt,  in  accordance  with  your 
request,  to  give  you  an  account  of  my  interview  with 
Stonewall  Jackson,  while  a  prisoner  at  his  camp,  and 
of  my  sojonm  at  Libby  Prison  in  Richmond.    A  few 
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(lays  after  mj  capture,  I  was  sent  to  Jackson^s  camp, 
at  Nineveh,  Warren  County,  Va.  I  reached  there 
Tuesday,  November  eleventh,  in  company  with  four 
others.  Gen.  Jackson  came  out  of  hb  tent  Just  as  we 
were  leaving  for  the  guard-house,  (an  old  church  near 
by,)  and  desired  us  to  wait  a  few  minutes,  as  he  would 
like  to  ask  us  a  few  questions. 

"  When  were  you  taken  ?"  he  inquired. 

"  November  seventh,"  I  replied. 

"Have  you  any  New-York  papers  with  you?"  he 
asked. 

I  replied  that  we  had  not,  but  told  him  I  had  read 
the  Herald  of  the  fifth,  which  had  reached  camp  on 
the  day  of  my  capture. 

**Ah!  did  you?*'  said  he.  **I  wanted  to  inquire 
about  the  recent  elections.  Do  you  know  what  ma- 
jority Seymour  received  ?" 

"Between  ten  and  fifteen  thousand,"  I  replied. 

"  Do  you  know  how  many  Congressmen  the  Demo- 
crats elected  in  the  State  ?" 

I  answered  that  it  was  believed  they  had  elected 
nineteen  out  of  the  thirty-one. 

"  Were  the  Woods  both  elected  ?*» 

I  answered  that  they  were,  and  that  all  of  the  dty 
and  river  districts  wore  claimed  as  Democratic. 

"  Good  I »'  he  replied.  "  New-York  City  will  have 
more  to  say  in  the  next  session  of  Congress  than  all 
the  rest  of  the  Sute." 

"  Their  constituents  would  hardly  feel  flattered  to 
hear  you,**  I  said. 

"  Any  man  who  sincerely  desires  peace,"  he  said, 
"should  certainly  rejoice  at  their  election.  If  you 
had  such  men  in  power  at  Washington,  to-day,  there 
would  be  no  more  bloodshed,  and  we  could  easily 
oome  to  an  honorable  settlement." 

I  did  not  dispute  that,  nor  ask  him  what  he  would 
call  an  honorable  settlement.  Desiring  to  continue 
the  conversation,  I  agreed  with  him. 

«*  But  they  all  claimed  to  be  War  Democrats,*'  I  con- 
tinued, "  and  in  favor  of  a  more  *•  vigorous  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war.'  Was  that  a  mere  political  dodge? 
Your  soldiers  would  hardly  cheer  the  announcement 
of  the  election  of  War  Democrats,  I  should  think.** 

"  Oh  I  no  I  **  he  replied.  "  They  art  in  favor  of  pros- 
ecuting the  war  with  more  vieor.  They  think  that  if 
we  are  to  be  conquered,  it  should  be  done  at  once, 
before  spring.  If  we  are  not  subjugated  by  thai  time, 
Uiey  will  demand  a  peace,  and  force  your  Government 
to  stop  the  war.  We  know  we  can  hold  out,  and  when 
the  next  Congress  meets,  they  will  aU  be  found  to  be 
peace  men,  and  willing  to  recognize  our  independence, 
in  preference  to  a  bloody  and  endless  war.  When 
once  convinced  that  they  cannot  conquer  us  by  merely 
gaining  one  or  two  battles,  they  will  cease  to  be  War 
Democrats.  *  It  is  because  we  know  them  to  be  more 
reasonable  than  the  Republicans,  that  my  men  cheered 
the  news  of  Seymour*s  election.  But  what  other  news 
was  there  ?"  * 

"  New- Jersey,"  I  answered,  "fias  gone  strongly  Dem- 
ocratic, and  the  party  has  gained  in  Ohio." 

"  Yes,'*  said  the  General.  "  I  heard  that  they  had 
carried  Ohio.  Did  you  notice  whether  Vallandigham 
was  reelected  or  not  ?** 

"He  was  defeated,"  I  answered;  **but  another 
friend  of  yours  in  the  West,  was  returned.** 

"  Who  was  it  ?'*  he  inquired. 

**  Voorhees  I " 

"  A  good  Democrat,"  he  said.  "  Vallandigham  was 
too  outspoken  at  first ;  ho  would  have  been  reelected 
if  he  had  been  more  moderate.** 

The  General  was  here  interrupted,  and  as  he  tamed 


to  leave,  he  asked  if  any  of  us  had  any  "green-ba^** 
we  would  like  to  exchange  for  confederate  paper! 

We  remained  there  two  days,  with  the  "Jackson 
foot  cavalry,"  a  brigade  of  Irish  soldiers.  Those 
with  whom  I  convers^  said  they  would  give  aloMst 
any  thing  to  be  back  at  the  North,  but  as  tbej  were 
in  Virginia  when  the  war  broke  out,  there  was  boUi- 
ing  else  to  do  but  join  the  army. 

We  were  paraded  on  the  thirteenth,  and  the  next 
morning  started  for  Winchester.  From  there,  we 
walked  to  Staunton,  in  five  days,  a  distance  of  ninety- 
two  miles,  and  thence  by  cars  to  Richmond  and  Libby 
Prison. 

As  we  were  paroled,  we  had  more  liberty  than  the 
rest  of  the  party.  (There  were  eighty-four  of  us,  and 
only  five  paroled.)  Instead  of  staying  with  the  rest 
nights,  we  would  put  vp  at  hotels,  and  report  to  the 
Provost  in  the  morning,  and  join  our  party.  Two  or 
three  times  we  staid  over  a  day  or  two,  and  went  on 
with  the  next  lot.  At  one  place,  which  it  would  be 
unwise  to  mention,  we  found  some  negroes  who  asked 
us  if  we  were  Yaxikees.  On  assuring  them  we  were, 
and  speaking  a  few  kind  words,  they  adced  ns  to  fd* 
low  them,  at  a  distance,  to  a  room  of  theirs.  We  l»d 
not  been  there  long,  before  several  joined  them,  ndb 
speaking  some  word  through  the  key-hole,  without 
which  they  would  get  no  reply  from  those  within. 
They  asked  us  innumerable  questions  about  the  North, 
the  Administration,  and  the  prospects  of  the  war,  wfaidb 
we  answered  to  the  best  of  our  knowledge.  They  lold  v 
that  they  were  oi^ganized  intd  secret  societies  throngli- 
out  the  South,  and  were  patiently  waitii^  for  an  **  op- 
portunity "  to  render  the  President's  expeeted  Yvo- 
clamation  of  Freedom  their  aid.  Several  present  weie 
men  whom  their  masters  trusted  in  important  tranBie- 
tions,  and  many  assured  me  that  their  masters  eould 
hardly  be  convinced  that  thty  would  do  aught  against 
the  "  institution,*'  but  placed  the  moat  implicit  confr- 
denoe  in  them.  They  appeared  to  be  well  posted  in 
public  affairs,  and  confident  that  the  "Confederacy" 
was  on  its  hist  le^,  as  they  said  the  people  everr- 
where  were  grumblmg,  and  complaining  of  hard  timea, 
and  praying  for  peace.  One  compared  the  "  Confed- 
eracy*' to  a  closet-door  in  the  room,  which  hang  on 
only  one  hinge,  and  that  cracked  I ' 

In  Libby,  we  were  placed  in  a  large  room,  ahont  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  by  fifty  feet.  'The  room  was 
entirely  destitute  of  every  thing,  save  one  bench  capa- 
ble of  holding  five.  We  had  one  hundred  and  fortj- 
five  in  the  room,  and  not  twenty-five  had  blanketii 
The  windows  were  all  open,  not  one  pane  of  giasi  be- 
ing left.  We  had  a  fire-place  at  one  end  of  the  room, 
but  the  fortunate  few  who  got  aronnd  it,  wovld  shot 
off  the  heat  from  reaching  the  unludcy  mortals  autaide 
the  ring.  I  remained  there  twelve  days,  and  at  do 
time  did  I  get  more  than  two  hours'  sleep,  but  I  would 
wake  up  shivering,  and  walk  the  floor  to  get  wain. 
Every  crack  in  the  floor  appeared  to  be  si^raiming  with 
vermin,  and  none  of  us  could  say  we  were  free  froD 
them.  We  had  two  meals  a  day  —  at  eight  a.]l, 
and  fire  p.m.  ;  at  each  meal,  a  half  loaf  of  bread  and 
a  cup  of  weak  soup,  and  meat  twite  a  week.  But  few 
had  cups,  and  those  who  had  none,  had  to  go  without 
the  pleasure  of  drinking  cold  soup,  whtdi  had  never 
heanl  of  such  an  artide  as  salt.  On  leavii^  the  pri- 
son, those  who  had  blankets  were  obliged  to  leave 
them,  but  all  were  glad  to  leave  at  anv  cost.  Wbea 
next  I  meet  them,  I  hope  it  will  be  with  riyfle  in  htn^ 
and  with  a  victorious  army. 

I  remain,  yours  truly,        D.  D.  L 

—if.  r.  iw^wM. 


FOETRT  AND  INCIDENTS. 
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SONGS  OF  THE  REBELS. 


WAR   SONG. 

BT    J.   ft  WOOXX^OCK. 

Huzza !  huzza  I  let^s  raise  the  battle-ci% 

And  whip  the  Yankees  from  our  land. 
Or  with  them  fall  and  die. 

Rush  on  our  Southron  columna, 
And  make  the  brigands  feel 

That  all  the  booty  they  will  get, 
Will  be  our  Southern  steel. 

Huzza  I  huzza!  let's  ruse  (the)  our  banner 
high, 
And  nobly  drive  the  Yankees  out, 

Or  with  them  fall  and  die. 

Bush  on  the  columns  —  let  every  Southron 
brave 

Nobly  charge  the  accursed  foe, 
Or  find  a  soldier's  grave. 

With  bowie  and  with  pike, 
We'U  rally  to  the  field, 

And  bravely  to  the  last  we^ll  strike : 
Resolved,  we'll  never  yield. 

Huzza  I  huzza  I  etc. 

We  are  fighting  for  our  mothers,  our  sisters, 
our  wives ; 

For  these,  and  our  country's  rights, 
Well  sacrifice  our  lives. 

Then,  trusting  still  to  heaven. 
Well  charge  th'  invading  host. 

Till  liberty  and  independence 
Shall  be  Uie  nation's  boast 

Huzza  I  huzza  I  etc. 

Then  on  with  our  columns -~  day  the  vandal 
foe — 

Beat  them  from  our  sunny  soil. 
And  lay  their  colors  low. 

To  the  great  God  of  nations 
Our  sacred  cause  confide. 

For  we  are  fighting  for  our  liberty, 
And  he  is  on  our  ude. 

Huzza  I  huzza  I  etc. 


There  was  wailing  in  the  houses. 

There  was  trembling  on  the  marts, 
While  the  tempest  ra^  and  thundered, 

'Mid  the  nlent  thrill  of  hearts ; 
But  the  Lord,  our  shield,  was  with  us, 

And  ere  a  month  had  sped, 
Our  very  women  walked  the  streets 

With  scarce  one  throb  of  dread. 

And  the  little  children  gamboled— 

Their  faces  purely  raised. 
Just  for  a  wondering  moment. 

As  the  huge  bombs  whirled  and  blazed ! 
Then  turning  with  silvery  laughter 

To  the  sports  which  children  love, 
Thrice  mailed  in  the  sweet,  instinctive  thought, 

That  the  good  Ood  watched  above.* 

Yet  the  hailing  bolts  fell  fastei'' 

From  scores  of  flame-clad  ships. 
And  above  us  denser,  darker. 

Grew  the  conflict's  wild  eclipse, 
Till  a  solid  cloud  closed  o'er  us. 

Like  a  type  of  doom  and  ire, 
Whence  shot  a  thousand  quivering  tongues 

Of  forked  and  vengeful  fire. 

But  the  unseen  hands  of  angels 

These  death-shafls  warned  aside, 
And  the  dove  of  heavenly  mercy 

Ruled  o'er  the  battle  tide ; 
In  the  houses  ceased  the  wailing. 

And  through  the  war-scarred  marts 
The  people  strode  with  the  step  of  hope 

To  the  music  in  their  hearts. 
OOLUMBU,  &  0.,  Aogoit  6,  1862. 


BOMBARDMENT  OF  VICKSBUR6H. 

DKDIOAXID  WITH   BnPECt  JJfD  ADMnUTIOM   TO   HAJOBr 
GBMSRAL  KABL  VAN  DOKN. 

For  sixty  days  and  upwards 

A  storm  of  shell  and  shot 
Rained  round  as  in  a  flaming  shower. 

But  still  we  faltered  not  1 
«*  If  the  noble  city  perish," 

Our  grand  young  leader  sud, 
**  Let  the  only  walls  the  foe  shall  scale 

Be  ramparts  of  tibe  dead  I " 

For  sixty  days  and  upwards 

The  eye  of  heaven  waxed  dim. 
And  even  throughout  God's  holy  mom. 

O'er  Christian's  prayer  and  hymn. 
Arose  a  hissing  tumult. 

As  if  the  fiends  of  air 
Strove  to  engulf  the  voice  of  faith 

In  the  shrieks  of  their  despair. 


"THE  YANKEE  DEVIL." 

BT  W.  P.  RIYSBS. 

The  Nondeteript,  or  **Tuikee  Beril,"  for  clearing  the  harbor, 
was  wMhed  ashore  on  yesterday  at  Morris  Island,  and  Is  now  In 
our  possession.  It  is  described  as  an  old  scow-like  vessel,  paint- 
ed red,  with  a  long  protruding  beak,  and  Jutting  iron  prongs, 
and  claws.  Intended  for  the  removal  of  terpedoes.  It  was  at- 
tached to  the  Passaic,  and  managed  by  her  during  the  engage- 
ment.— CharlMton  V(niri0r, 

The  enemy  are  waiting  for  a  new  machine,  ("  Devil,*])  to  re- 
more  the  torpedoes  hi  the  harbor,  and  to  have  every  thing  in 
readiness  before  the  tMrnelL^Intelliffenesr. 

Hurrah,  hurrah,  good  news  and  true, 

Our  woes  will  soon  be  past ; 
To  Charleston,  boys,  all  praise  be  due, 

The  Devil's  caught  at  last. 

He's  caught,  he's  dead,  and  met  his  fkte 

On  Morris  Island's  sands. 
His  carcass  lies  in  solemn  state, 

The  spoil  of  rebel  hands. 

Hurrah,  hurrah,  let  Dixie  cheer  I 

What  may  not  Charleston  do ! 
The  devil's  caught  at  Ust,  we  hear ; 

A  Yankee  devil,  too  I 

The  blackest,  bluest  from  below, 

The  prince  of  all  b  he. 
Who  leads  the  Yankees  where  they  go, 

On  land,  or  on  the  sea. 

*  It  has  been  stated  by  one  professing  to  have  witnessed  the 
flu:t.  that  some  weeks  after  the  beginning  of  this  terrifio  bom- 
bsraroent.  not  only  were  ladies  seen  coolly  walking  the  streets, 
but  that  in  some  parts  of  the  town  ohlldrea  were  observed  at 
play,  only  interrupting  their  sports  to  gaie  and  listen  at  the 
borsUng  shells. 
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The  news  is  true,  all  doubt  dispel, 

All  grief  and  fears  be  o'er  I 
The  chlefest  from  perdition's  well 

lies  on  a  Southern  shore. 

On  South-Carolina^s  beach  he  lies, 

His  majesty  ashore ! 
Ah !  well  we  know  that  devil  dies 

Who  enters  at  that  door. 

His  name  and  hue,  and  shape  and  nze, 

Identify  the  beast ; 
^Tis  he — the  father  of  all  Ues, 

Of  deTils  not  the  least. 

Scow-like,  across  the  deep  he  came, 

Blood-red  his  iron  sides ; 
With  beak,  and  claws,  and  fins  of  flame 

To  plough  the  vemal  tides. 

Like  serpents  which  Minerva  sent 

To  crush  ^e  Trojan  ure, 
So  northern  devils  come  to  vent 

On  Charleston  blood  and  fire; 

But  Neptune  ne^er  decreed  the  fate 

Of  Laocoon's  dear  sons, 
To  gratify  the  Yankees*  hate 

On  Charleston's  dearer  ones. 

They'll  never  bear  one  fatal  hour. 

The  Northern  serpent^s  coll, 
Nor  feel  the  Yankee  devil's  power 

Who  oome  to  crush  and  spoii 

The  "  Nondescript,"  name  chosen  well ; 

The  "  Northern  devil,"  aye ! 
A  fiend,  a  ghoul,  a  spirit  fell  I 

Who  may  describe  it — say ! 

Foul,  artful,  bloody,  false,  insane, 

This  Northern  ghote*  of  sin ; 
The  heathen  hells  could  ne'er  contain 

A  darker  power  within« 

But  now,  hurrah,  the  devil's  dead  t 

High,  dry  upon  the  shore ! 
Rebellion  still  may  rear  its  head, 

The  war  will  soon  be  o'er. 

Hold,  not  so  fast,  abate  your  cheer. 

The  battle  is  not  won; 
Another  devil  comes,  we  hear. 

Before  the  work  is  done. 

Alas  I  when  will  this  warfare  end  ? 
Not  till  all  Yankee  foes  are  dead ; 
For  nondescript  is  each — or  fiend^ 
His  soul  with  murder  red. 
Oavb  Bnnro,  Gi.,  April  11,  1868. 

—AUatUa  JhteWffenc&tf  April  10. 


Gemxral  RoaicRANS  indulges  occasionally  in  a  wit> 
ticism.  The  Nashville  Despatch  says  that  a  lady  called 
upon  him  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  a  pass,  which 
was  declined  very  politely.  Tears  came  to  the  Udy's 
eyes  as  she  remarked  that  her  uncle  was  very  ill,  and 
might  not  recover.  "  Very  sorry,  indeed,  madam,"  re- 
plied the  General  "  My  uncle  has  been  indisposed  for 
some  time.  As  soon  as  Uncle  Sam  recovers  a  little, 
you  shall  have  a  pass  to  go  where  you  please." 

*  Ghote— ftn  bnaginary  evU  being  among  Bastem  nations. 


Rbbsl  Waiters  nr  LovBOir. — The  Maiiie  lUgitter 
publishes  a  private  letter  from  London  which  states 
that  the  editorial  sanctum  of  Ths  Index  has  become  the 
focus  and  rendezvous  of  Southerners  in  London.  It  is 
a  seminary  of  Southern  inteUigence,  and  a  school  of 
Southern  writers,  not  for  its  own  columns,  but  for  Uie 
other  London  papers.  J.  B.  Hopkins  and  Percy  Gregg, 
both  Englishmen,  both  writers  for  The  /m2Rc,  are  men- 
tioned as  doing  valuable  service  for  the  South.  Gregg  is 
also  one  of  the  principal  leader  writers  for  The  Saturdaf 
JRevieWj  the  leaiding  London  weekly,  for  which  he  writes 
Southern  articles.  He  is  also  an  editorial  contributor 
to  7%e  Mamifig  Heraid^  and  Standard,  both  of  wludi 
papers,  says  the  writer,  are  in  effect  daily  Southern  or- 
eans.  The  financial  writer  for  The  Index  is  Mr.  George 
McHenry,  an  ardent  Southerner,  though  bom  In  Phila- 
delphia. This  graitleman  also  does  yeoman's  aerrioe  to 
the  Southern  cause  in  The  Ttmtt, 


LtATiKG  New-Ekgland  OtTT. — ^The  Chicago  Tma 
having  proposed  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  the 
question  whether  it  would  not  be  best  to  have  arrDi<m 
leaving  New-England  out,  the  Louisville  Jimmal  asks : 
"  Wouldn't  that  question  have  been  an  interesting  one 
in  the  revolutionary  war  f  How  would  the  propositioQ 
have  sounded  to  exclude  New-England  privateers  ind 
New-England  sailors  and  New-England  soldiers  from 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  ?** 


A  Noble  Woman. — ^Morgan  Barclay,  son  of  Dr.  J. 
B.  Barclay,  of  Brownsville,  Fayette  County,  a  member 
of  company  G,  Eighth  regiment  Pennsylvania  Beserves, 
was  killed  by  a  ball  through  the  heart,  in  one  of  the 
late  series  of  battles  before  Richmond.  On  reoeirisg 
the  sad  tidings  of  his  death,  and  learning  that  he  died 
as  only  die  the  gallant  and  the  brave,  fighting  for  his 
country,  the  noble  mother  exclaimed,  "  It  is  v^  ind 
I  only  regret  that  I  have  not  another  to  send  in  his 
place  " — a  sentiment  worthy  of  the  matron  of  the  best 
days  of  Sparta  and  of  Rome. 


Female  Patriotism. — ^The  Montgomery  (Ala.)  Mml 
gives  some  interesting  instances  of  female  patriotism  id 
the  county  of  Butler,  Alabama,  which  we  know  all  oor 
readers  will  receive  with  applause.  The  first  is  tliatof 
Miss  A.  Dunham,  who,  finding  that  she  ooold  not  bar 
shoes,  with  her  own  hands  tanned  skins  and  made  shoes 
forlber  mother,  three  brothers,  decrepit  father  and  her- 
self. The  other  is  that  of  Miss  R  Ficklinc,  a  girl  of 
nine  years  of  age,  who  spun  a  most  beautlfiil  article  of 
fine  cotton  sewing-thread,  upon  a  common  qMnmog- 
wheeL — CharleaUm  Mercury^  Nowmnher  4. 


A  Novel  Punishmeiit. — ^A  somawhat  amiunng  oce■^ 
rence  took  place  at  Port  RepuUie,  Va.  One  of  the 
men  connected  with  Rigby's  battery  had  stolen  an  oU 
yellow  drras,  a  scarf,  and  a  small  piece  of  new  carpet. 

The  act  coming  to  General  MUroy's  notke,  he  sent 
at  once  for  the  man,  and  having  ascertuncd  that  there 
could  be  no  mistake  concerning  his  guilt,  he  at  wet 
concluded  he  would  let  him  cultivate  a  still  more  fiuai- 
liar  acquaintance  with  a  female  apparel,  and  accord- 
ingly ordered  the  old  dress  put  on  the  ollender,  th^ 
scaif  tied  about  his  neck,  and  the  carpeting  cardfbllr 
laid  across  his  arm.  Thus  equipped  and  prepared  for 
creating  a  sensation,  he  was  ordered  to  be  msrcbed 
through  the  camp.  The  mortification  oi  the  nun  «u 
complete.  No  more  delaine  dresses  were  stolen  in  bii 
command,  and  the  effect  was  most  idioleeome. 
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A  SOLDIER  in  the  field  sendB  the  following  appeal  to 
the  boys  to  volunteer: 

Fye  left  my  home  and  all  my  friends, 
And  crossed  the  mountains  craggy, 

To  fight  the  foe  and  traitor  baods ; 
And  left  my  own  dear  Maggie. 

But  now  old  Jeff  is  doomed  to  fall^ 

The  traitor  dogs  do  yelp, 
But  why  leave  us  to  do  it  all, 

Why  don't  you  come  and  help  ? 


Atlanta,  Oa.,  Oetuher  SO,  1862. — Our  sanctum  was 
honored  yesterday  with  the  presence  of  Colonel  Durant 
da  Ponte,  the  accomplished  chief  editor,  in  past  days, 
of  that  able  journal,  the  New-Orleans  JDeitOy  but  who 
is  now  on  the  military  staff  of  General  Magruder,  and 
en  route  for  that  General's  command  in  Texas  and  Kew- 
Mexico.  When  Kew-Orleans  fell.  Col.  da  Ponte  aban- 
doned the  pen  for  the  sword,  and  has  done  gallant  ser- 
vice for  the  South  with  the  Utter,  as  he  dki  with  the 
former,  when  at  the  head  of  that  popular  journal — At- 
lania  ItUelUffencer, 

A  Giriuons  Will. — John  A.  Tainter,  who  died  in 
Hartford,  Ct.,  left'  all  his  property,  about  one  million 
dollars,  to  his  wife  and  two  daughters.  In  his  will  he 
forbids  either  of  his  daughters  to  marry  a  foreigner,  or 
a  native  of  a  Southern  or  slaveholding  State,  under  pen- 
alty of  forfeiting  her  interest  in  the  properly. — Net^ 
York  THfriMM,  January  8. 

Tex  BoTB  OF  THX  RiBXL  Abmt. — ^A  remarkable  in- 
stance of  gallantry  and  endurance,  on  the  part  of  a 
youth  of  fifteen  years,  has  been  brought  to  our  notice, 
on  the  authority  of  his  captain.  His  name  is  Francis 
Huger  Rutledge  Gould,  a  prUege  of  the  Right  Rev. 
Bishop.Rutledge,  of  Florida,  and  a  private  in  company 
B,  Captain  Latt.  Phillips,  Third  Florida  regiment  On 
the  eighth  ult.,  he  fought  barefooted  through  the  bat- 
tle of  Perryville,  and  made  himself  conspicuous  by  his 
daring  conduct,  winning  from  his  captain  the  highest 
encomiums  for  his  gallantry.  —  Charleetan  Courier^ 
Jfinmnber  14. 


Ajcoira  the  peculiarities  of  the  secession  rebellion  is 
the  &ct  that  on  the  thirty-first  of  December,  1862, 
Lieutenant-Col.  Garesche  was  kUled  at  Murfreesboro, 
and  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  December,  1862,  Hi^or 
Garesche  was  killed  at  Vicksburgh.  Thus  at  different 
points,  nearly  a  thousand  miles  apart,  the  two  brothers 
have  lost  their  fives  within  two  days  of  each  otiier, 
both  having  fallen  in  support  of  the  Union. 


GivxRAL  Lyon's  Mehort.^-A  soldier  of  Gen.  Her^ 
ron's  division,  writes  from  Springfield,  Mo.,  as  follows : 
"  General  Lyon's  memory  is  cherished  by  the  soldiers 
here  as  something  holy.  The  Union  men  think  that 
no  man  eyer  lived  like  him.  The  Third  division  visit- 
ed the  battle-field  of  WUson's  Creek  on  Thanksgiving 
Day,  and  each  man  placed  a  stone  on  the  spot  where 
Lyon  fell,  so  that  there  now  stands  a  monument  some 
ten  feet  high,  built  by  eight  thousand  soldiers,  to  point 
out  to  the  visitor  of  itas  classic  ground  the  place  where 
the  hero  died." — Maquoketa  Exeehwr^  January  18. 


Executions  bt  trx  Rebels. — The  Rebel  Banner^ 
of  the  twenty-seventh  December,  1862,  has  the  fol- 
lowing in  a  letter  from  Murfreesboro : 

'*  Yesterday  the  sentences  of  court-martial  were  ex- 
ecuted upon  several  persons  in  the  vicinity  of  this 
place.  Gray,  resident  of  this  county,  was  hung  as  a 
spy  in  presence  of  an  immense  throng  of  soldiers  and 
citizens.  Proof  of  guilt  was  very  comprehensive  and 
conclusive.  He  had  been  for  several  months  acting 
in  concert  with  the  enemy,  and  giving  them  aid  and 
comfort  The  gallows  was  erected  near  the  railroad 
d6p6t,  whither  at  noon  the  condemned  man  was  con- 
veyed. He  appeared  quite  unconcerned,  and  his  for- 
bidding features  did  not  display  any  particular  inter- 
est in  the  dread  tragedy  about  to  be  enacted.  Just 
after  the  noose  had  been  adjusted  about  the  prisoner's 
neck,  and  as  Captain  Peters  was  about  reading  the 
sentence.  Gray  leaped  from  the  platform,  thus  launch- 
ing himself  into  eternity.  He  struggled  severely  for 
several  minutes,  and  then  expired. 

**At  the  same  hour,  amidst  a  drenching  rain-storm, 
Asa  Lewis,  member  of  Captain  Page's  company.  Sixth 
Kentucky  regiment,  was  shot  by  a  file  of  men.  He 
was  executed  upon  a  charge  of  desertion,  which  was 
fully  proven  against  him.  The  scene  was  one  of  great 
impressiveness  and  solemnity.  The  several  regiments 
of  Hanson's  brigade  were  drawn  up  in  a  hoUow 
square,  while  (Generals  Breckinridge  and  Hanson,  with 
their  staffs,  were  present  to  witness  the  execution. 
The  prisoner  was  conveyed  from  jail  to  the  brigade 
drill-ground  on  an  open  wagon,  under  the  escort  of  a 
file  of  ten  men,  commanded  by  Major  Morse  and  Lieut. 
George  B.  Brumley.  Lewis's  hands  were  tied  behind 
him,  a  few  words  were  said  to  him  by  Generals  Breck* 
inridge  and  Hanson,  the  word  fire  was  given,  and  all 
was  over.  The  unfortunate  man  conducted  himself 
with  great  coolness  and  composure.  He  was  said  to 
have  been  a  brave  soldier,  and  distinguished  himself 
at  the  battle  of  Shiloh. 

*'A  soldier  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Tennessee  regi- 
ment, sentenced  to  death,  was  led  to  the  execution 
ground ;  but  just  as  the  sentence  was  about  being  ex- 
ecuted, a  courier  arrived,  bringing  a  reprieve  from 
General  Bragg. 

**  Li  one  of  the  AiahiwA  regiments,  a  soldier  was 
executed  for  desertion." 


January  1,  1868.— At  Port  Royal  there  is  a  negro 
under  Governor  Saxton's  tuition,  one  hundred  and 
five  years  old,  who  has  just  learned  his  letters.  He 
belonged  at  first  to  a  Governor  of  South-Carolina, 
and  was  presented  by  him,  when  sixteen  years  old, 
to  General  Nathaniel  Greene,  of  Revolution  memory, 
and  was  his  personal  servant  as  long  as  he  (the  Gen- 
eral)  lived. 

IN   THE   SEPULOHBEL 

0  Keeper  of  the  Sacred  Key, 
And  the  Great  Seal  of  Desthy  I 
Whose  eye  is  the  blue  canopy, 
Look  down  upon  the  world  once  more  and  tell  as  niwt 
the  end  will  be. 

Three  cold,  bright  moons  have  filled  and  wheeled, 
And  the  white  cerement  that  concealed 
The  lifeless  Figure  on  the  shield. 
Is  turned  to  verdure,  and  the  land  is  now  one  mightj 
battle-field. 
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And  the  twin  brothers  that  we  said 
Had  clashed  above  the  fallen  bead, 
Heedless  of  all  on  which  they  tread, 
Now  crimson  with  each  other^s  blood  the  remal  dra^ 
pery  of  the  dead. 

And  all  their  children,  far  and  wide, 
That  are  so  greatly  multiplied, 
Rise  up  in  frenzy  and  divide, 
And  all,  according  to  their  might,  unsheathe  the  sword 
and  choose  their  side. 

I  see  the  champion  sword-strokes  flash, 
I  see  them  fall  and  hear  them  dash, 
I  hear  the  murderous  engines  crash, 
I  see  a  brother  stoop  to  loose  his  foeman^brother^s 
bloody  sash. 

I  hear  the  curses  and  the  thanks, 
I  see  the  mad  charge  on  the  flanks — 
The  rents — the  gaps — ^the  broken  rank^— 
And  see  the  vanquisfaed  driven  headlong  down  the 
river's  bridgeless  banks. 

I  see  the  death-gripe  on  the  plain, 
The  grappling  monsters  on  the  main, 
I  see  the  thousands  that  are  shun, 
And  all  the  speechless  suffering  and  agony  of  heart 
and  brain. 

I  see  the  torn  and  mangled  corpse. 
The  dead  and  dying  heaped  in  scores. 
The  heedless  rider  by  his  horse — 
The  wounded  captives  bayoneted  through  and  through 
without  remorse. 

I  see  the  dark  and  bloody  8pot»— 
The  crowded  rooms  and  crowded  cot»— 
The  bleaching  bones,  the  battle-blots — 
And  write  on  many  a  nameless  grave  a  legend  of  for- 
get-me-nots. 

I  see  the  assassin  crouch  and  fire-— 
I  see  his  victim  fall— expire — 
I  see  the  victor  creeping  nigher, 
To  strip  the  dead— he  turns  the  head — ^the  face! — 
the  son  beholds  his  sire  I 

I  hear  the  dying  sufferer  cry. 
With  his  crushed  face  turned  to  the  sky, 
I  see  him  crawl  In  agony 
To  the  foul  pool,  and  bow  his  head  into  Its  bloody 
slime  and  die. 

And  in  the  low  Bun*s  blood-shot  rays — 
Portentous  of  the  coming  days — 
I  see  the  oceans  blush  and  blaze. 
And  the  emei^ent  continent  between  tiiem  wrapt  In 
crimson  haze. 

And  I  foreorder  and  ordain, 
That  ere  the  sixth  red  moon  shall  wane. 
Those  brothers*  swords  shall  cross  again, 
And  the  true  shall  smite  down  the  false  within  the 
Virgin's  waste  domain. 

And,  lo  I  the  bloody  dew  shall  fall. 
And  my  great  darkness  like  a  pall 
Of  deep  compassion  cover  all, 
Till  the  dc^  nation  rise,  transformed  by  truth,  to 
triumph' over  all. 


Thus  saith  the  Keeper  of  the  Key, 
And  the  Great  Seal  of  Destiny, 
Whose  eye  is  the  blue  canopy, 
And  casts  the  pall  of  his  great  darkness  over  all  the 
land  and  sea.  ^lauUuOe  Jommal, 


SONG   OP   A   SENTINEL. 

Alas !  there  ne'er  was  time  in  human  story. 
When  fighting,  killing,  were  not  going  on ! 

Conquest,  plunder,  mastery,  and  "  glory,** 
By  these  the  race  has  ever  been  undone. 

And  Christian  men,  with  age  and  learning  hoary, 
Have  found  a  conscience  even  to  smile  upon 

The  **  pride,  pomp,  and  circumstance**  of  war— 

(The  Juggernaut,  who  rolls  his  crunching  car !) 

And  history  is  mostly  a  disastrous  tale 
Of  marches,  battles,  and  that  sort  of  thing; 

Sometimes  upon  a  large,  and  then  a  smaller  scale, 
As  prosers  tell  us,  or  as  poets  sing. 

It  seems  that  mankind  at  no  time  can  fiul 
Upon  themselves  war's  miseries  to  brin^ 

Doubtless  the  rulers  are  to  blame ;  but  then. 

What  could  the  rulers  do  without  the  men  f 

Suppose  no  soldier  e'er  could  be  enlisted. 
From  worthier  motive — or  to  fight  for  hireT 

Suppose  all  men  were  Christians,  and  eidsted 
To  do  just  what  the  Christian  rules  require  ? 

Then  our  Constitution  had  not  been  resided 
By  Northern  State  laws  1    Then  no  frantic  ire 

Had  e'er  inflamed  the  Southern  men,  to  tear 

From  Sumter's  walls  our  banner  floating  there. 

For  what  has  brought  our  land  to  this  condition- 
So  feeble  now,  and  late  so  hale  and  hearty? 

Not  Christianity,  but  sinful  superstition. 
Inspiring  a  politico-religious  party 

Tclept  Republican,  but  rrally  Abolition ! 
When  Garrison,  its  founder,  took  his  start,  he 

Scarce  could  have  hoped  his  English  Yankee  notioa 

So  soon  would  end  in  war*s  insane  oommotioD. 

But  he  had  chosen  well  his  field  of  labor ! 

He  knew  the  puritanic  inclination 
To  regulate  the  doings  of  one's  neighbor 

By  one's  own  bigotry,  for  his  salvation ! 
And  now  for  ferule  they  do  wield  the  sabre^ 

Since  schooled  has  been  the  later  generation 
To  hate,  to  execrate,  and  to  contemn 
Their  countrymen,  who  ne'er  had  injured  them ! 

Yes — ^well  he  chose !    And  well  the  peofde  there 
Have  been  infused  with  heresy  and  hUe ; 

Well  taught  and  trained  the  sacred  bond  to  tear 
That  ought  to  bind  each,  to  each  other.  State; 

Brought  step  by  step  the  Union  to  dedare 
A  "  league  with  hell !"  and  yet  profanely  prate 

Of  their  great  love  of  country,  while  preparing 

To  break  it  up,  almost  beyond  repairing. 

The  Constitution  was  a  covenant  with  death  I 

Its  obligations  they  might  fi'eely  set  aside! 
They  could  no  longer  draw  contented  breath 

In  such  a  Union^ — and  so  "  let  it  slide  !** 
They  were  too  free,  too  pure  to  live  beneath 

The  good  old  roof-tree !    They  oould  not  abids 
The  laws  ** pursuant"  to  the  Constitution: 

But  claimed  a  **  higher  law  " — and  broogfatoa  revt^ 
tion. 
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They  did  all  this ;  and  sadljr  they  defamed 
Their  country  in  the  ears  of  all  mankind 

**  Barbarians  "  were  their  countrymen,  who  claimed 
The  rights  the  Constitution  had  defined. 

Resistance  to  the  statutes  was  proclaimed 
The  pious  duty  of  a  people  so  refined  ! 

And  all  this  madness,  tending  or  intended, 

To  rend  the  Union — as  weVe  seen  it  rended. 

But — ^Davis,  Yancey,  Keitt,  and  Beauregard, 
Slidell  and  Mason,  Toombs  and  Benjamin, 

Et  idfftmu  omne  t — ^what  reward 

Were  match  to  your  immeasurable  sin 

Against  your  God  and  country  ?    *Twere  as  hard 
To  measure  your  offences,  as  if  s  been 

To  estimate  the  wretchedness  abounding, 

Since  Mars  his  brazen  trumpet  has  been  somiding. 

What  demon  could  possess  you  to  abandon 
The  Union — and  your  rights  as  Union  men  ? 

The  Constitution  was  enough  to  stand  on ; 
And  on  it  were  arrayed  a  host  of  men, 

Prepared  to  lay  a  strong,  suppressing  hand  on 
The  mad  fanatics,  who  assailed  you  then. 

But  you  in  frenzy  gare  us  battlers  thunder — 

A  monstrous  crime,  and  worse— a  monstrous  blunder  1 

'Twas  Talleyrand,  French  Secretary,  said 

A  blunder*8  worse  than  crime ; — but  never 
Hath  any  one  in  earthly  annals  read 

Of  blunder  like  your  efforts  to  dissever 
Our  glorious  country  1    Lucifer  once  made 

A  similar  but  unprovoked  endeavor  I 
But  different  his  fate — ^perchance  you  know- 
When  he  **  seceded,"  they  just  let  him  go. 

I  know  that  Milton  undertakes  to  prove, 
(But  probabilities  a  good  deal  straining,) 

That  Lucifer,  on  falling  from  above, 

Enlisted  armies,  and  had  soldiers  trtdning, 

And  then  in  mad,  rebellious  fury  drove 
Against  angelic  hosts,  in  rude  campaigning  t 

So  says  the  poet ;  and  to  human  level. 

He  thus  brings  down  the  conduct  of  the  deviL 

But  sacred  chronicle  has  nothing  said 

Of  Lucifer  behaving  in  this  way. 
Some  shabby  tricks  it  seems  that  he  had  played, 

And  so  in  Heaven  could  no  longer  stay. 
But  war,  I'm  satisfied,  he  never  made, 

As  Milton  tells  us.    There  was  no  display 
Of  spears  and  shields  and  other  like  **  material,*' 
And  loud  explosions  from  the  guns  ethereal 

No !  Milton's  epic's  very  far  from  true — 

(A  stately  story,  but  a  sorry  quiz,) 
So,  let  the  devil  ever  have  his  due, 

And  do  not  paint  him  blacker  than  he  is. 
For  he  to  "  set  a  squadron  "  never  knevr, 

Nor  ever  heard  a  single  bullet  whiz. 
No,  he  had  failed  to  rule  as  he  desired. 
And  (may  be  with  compulsion)  he  retired. 

It  was  in  fact  secession,  and  no  less, 

All  quietly  and  peaceably  out-acted. 
The  devil,  jealous,  was  in  some  distress. 

Because  his  plottings  had  been  counteracted; 
The  rule  of  others  only  would  oppress, 

He  said ;  and  so  to  rule,  himself,  exacted ; 
But  faUing,  took  his  leave,  and  sundry  miniona— > 
Dropping  headlong  into  his  own  dominions. 


And  this  was  all.    So  Milton's  solemn  song 

Belies  the  devil,  (in  anjeelio  verse,) 
For  Lucifer  is  guiltless  of  the  wrong 

Of  armed  rebellion  t    This  is  something  wone 
Than  even  he  enacted,  when  on  pinions  strong 

The  gulf  to  Erebus  he  did  traverse. 
No,  no — he's  bad  enough ;  but  men  defame  him. 
When  for  the  crime  of  rebel  war  they  blame  him  I 

But  'twas  a  losing  business ;  and  the  devil 
Often,  doubtless,  doth  bemoan  it  well. 

He  gave  up  heaven ;  that  wildly  he  might  revel 
In  all  the  dread  magnificence  of  hell ; 

Where  he's  sole  ruler,  rising  to  the  level 
Of  **  recognized  "  confederacy,  as  they  tell. 

But  would  it  not  have  been  more  wise  and  winning 

For  him,  if  he  had  kept  from  any  sinning  ? 

And  so  with  you  and  yours.    Oh  1  had  you  stood 
For  right  and  justice — but  not  separation  I 

Then  had  you  seen  how  every  neighborhood 
Had  echoed  your  demand  for  reparation. 

Or  had  you  made  the  sacrifice  you  should, 
By  bringing  your  supplies  from  some  far  nation. 

And  not  from  mad  New-England,  you'd  have  made 

Her  bigotry  surrender  to  the  laws  of  trade. 

She  would  have  given  up  her  abolition 
For  trade  and  profit    We  have  seen  her  scout 

The  Southern  statesmen's  wisest  proposition 
To  bring  in  territories  round  about ; 

But  since  she's  profited  by  this  condition 
In  larger  markets — ^they  shall  not  go  outt 

So  even  abolition  she'd  have  scouted. 

On  finding  it  to  be  a  loss  undoubted. 

Some  fifty  years  ago,  New-England  thought 
The  war  with  Britain  was  a  grievous  wrong. 

It  touched  her  pocket ;  and  she  said,  "  twas  fraught 
With  6vil  only."    Then  in  protest  strong, 

She  threatened  to  secede,  unless  'twere  brought 
To  prompt  conclusions  1    She  could  get  along. 

An  independent,  pious,  moral  nation, 

Just  by  herself,  and  work  her  own  salvation. 

She  boasts,  New-England  does,  of  her  capadty 
For  making  money ;  and  we  grant  the  claim. 

She  grasps  the  profits  with  a  rare  sagacity. 
That  puts  poor  Western  hoosiers  all  to  shame. 

(And  some  do  even  use  the  term  rapacity, 
In  close  connection,  when  they  speak  her  name,) 

For  even  War  her  pockets  now  is  filling, 

While  Western  men  heroic  blood  are  spilling^ 

She  makes  the  guns,  the  powder,  clothing,  shoes, 

And  other  articles  an  army  needs : 
She  makes  professions  wondrously  profuse 

Of  patriotism,  though  she  rarely  bleeds. 
She  kjioweth  well  her  vaunted  skill  to  use 

In  arms — ^preparing  them  for  others'  deeds. 
And  so,  while  honest  Western  men  are  fightings 
She's  in  the  contract  part  of  war  delighting. 

She  loveth  war,  while  to  her  mill  is  brought 
The  profitable  grist  1    Her  pockets  lined— 

For  blood  and  misery  she  careth  not, 
So  they  to  other  people  are  confined. 

Let  others  suffer  as  they  will,  'tis  naught 
To  her  and  hers.    And  so  the  public  mhid 

She  poisons  and  embitters  with  infusion 

Of  negro  madness,  to  prolong  confusion. 
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*Ti8  true,  the  poor  lost  negroes,  who  are  **  free  '* 
By  means  of  war,  she  hopes  may  all  do  well  1 

But  GoTernor  Andrew,  as  we  late  did  see. 
Can't  entertain  them  for  the  briefest  spell ; 

For  when  they  claimed  his  hospitality, 
He  virtually  told  them,  "  Go  to ! " 

Ko,  no-— New-England  wants  the  negroes  freed, 

But  tiie  poor  darkies  will  not  clothe  and  feed. 

In  several  places  there  are  "  contrabands  ^'^ 

In  utter  misery  and  destitution. 
Poor  Guffee  !  he  now  understands 

The  blessings  brought  on  him,  by  revolatlon. 
And  honest  white  men,  in  our  own  and  other  lands, 

Lament  his  losses,  when  we  lost  the  Constitution. 
Adown  in  Cairo  there  are  sorry  sights — 
Negroes  more  wretched,  even,  than  poor  whites  I 

The  **  old  pkntation ! "    How  doth  Cuflfee  mourn 
For  home,  and  ^massa; "  and  the  jolly  days, 

When  he  was  *'  fat  and  saucy,*'  and  could  turn 
His  back  on  want !    He  sang  his  simple  lays — 

Minstrel  of  nature !  nor  did  he  ever  learn 
That  he  was  all  *'  down-trodden."    In  the  maie 

Of  negro  dance,  with  Dinah  tris*€M^», 

What  monarch  ever  happier  than  he  ? 

For  Africa's  barbarians,  once  brought 

In  middle  passages  o'er  ocean's  tide, 
Have  left  desoendimts,  who  have  haply  cauglit 

Some  sparks  of  Christianity,  beside 
A  race  superior.    And  you  would  have  sought 

In  vain,  through  all  of  earth's  domimons  wide, 
For  laboring  people  happier  tiian  they. 
While  meddling  disturbers  could  be  kept  away. 

It  could  not  last    New-England's  pseudo  saints 
Must  rectify  affiurs  to  suit  their  notion. 

They  spumed  all  constitutional  restraints 
To  aid  the  **  fugitives  "  in  locomotion. 

They  gave  foundation  to  the  South's  complaints, 
Ajid  thus  arose  this  terrible  commotion. 

'Twas  ignorance  and  madness  that  incited  them. 

And — God  of  Heaven  I  the  upshot  has  delighted  them. 

For  war,  they  say,  is  better  than  **  aggression  *' 
Of  "slavery"  upon  the  Northern  rights  1 

And  Pharisees  in  pulpit^  make  profession 
Of  Christian  gifts — applauding  deadly  fights  I 

O'er  battle-fields  they  gloat !  the  sad  procession 
Of  killed  and  mangled  are  refreshing  sights  1 

For  vacant  hearth-stones,  ruin,  desolation. 

They  say,  are  tokens  of  the  land's  salvation! 

But  what  aggression  ever  yet  was  made 
Upon  a  smgle  Northern  law  or  right? 

Bid  Southern  people  ever  yet  invade 
The  soil  of  any  State,  for  spoil  or  fight  ? 

Bid  any  John  Brown,  at  his  felon's  trade, 
A  single  Northern  heart  e'er  wound  or  blight  ? 

(I  mean  of  course,  before  we  had  secession — 

The  remedy,  ill  chosen,  for  the  North's  aggrsHion.) 

"  Oh !  yes  1 "  we're  told,  "  they  labored  to  expand 
The  country's  bounds  1    They  years  ago  did  VttC 

With  Louisiana,  (which  turned  yout  a  grand 
Aflkir  enough ;)  then  Florida,  then  Texa« 

Were  taken  in ;  enlarging  thus  the  land 
Against  the  Northern  protest ;  did  perples  ofl 

With  California,  and  some  other  slices 

Of  Meidco,  against  our  sage  advices^" 


Thus  we  have  briefly  told  "  what  was  the  matter;" 
Thus  the  "aggression"  of  the  South  we  see! 

But  more  tlian  wis,  they  even  sought  to  scatter 
Themselves  o'er  these  new  lands,  as  wdl  as  we; 

And  equal  rights  they  chiimed,  while  we  did  flatter 
Ourselves  we  were  superiors  to  be  1 

And  this  was  all ;  no  right  tiiey  e'er  denied  u^ 

Except,  that  when  we  tiireatened,  they  defied  on 

They  did  what  bom  Americans  must  do, 
When  wronged ;  tiiey  swore  to  seek  redrea  t 

They  to  the  Union  had  been  firm  and  tme— 
HiBtde  for  their  safety  and  their  happiness ; 

They  duog  to  rights  by  Constitution  due 
To  free  white  men,  who  only  them  possess. 

But  they  did  err  in  choice  of  modes  for  righting 

All  wrongs ;  they  chose  secession,  and  then  fig^sgl 

But  view  the  ease  reversed.    Suppose  the  North 
Denied  the  rights,  essential  to  existence ; 

Suppose  her  people  styled  "  barbarians,"  and  so  forth; 
Their  "chattels"  stolen,  with  insane  persistenoe? 

Sum)ose  the  Constitution  of  so  little  worth, 
That  plam  provisions  met  with  mad  resistance  ? 

Suppose  the  South  a  "  higher  kw"  thus  claiming, 

To  wound  the  North,  and  ail  her  sons  deiaming  ? 

How  loiu^  would  Yankees  bear  such  imposition! 

0  shades  of  Otis,  Adabis,  Warren !    Te 
Have  left  but  craven  sons,  if  such  condition 

Could  e'er  be  theirs,  and  borne  all  patiently  I 
No !  in  their  self<defenc6  they'd  take  position. 

Stand  on  their  rights  I  and  swear  fidelity 
To  tiieur  own  section ;  and  defend  it  ever. 
Even  if  the  strife  the  Union  should  dissever! 

For  have  not  Yankees  struggled  for  their  li^  t 
Ask  Concord,  Lexington,  Tioonderoga  I 

Ask  Bunker  Hill,  and  many  a  leaser  fight  t 
Ask  old  Burgoyne,  him  "  begged  "  at  Sarategs ! 

Or  ask  the  Indian  files  at  night 
In  Boston  Bay,  when  "tea"  was  all  in  vogue— eh? 

Oh  1  these  are  names  on  lurry's  gilt-edged  paper! 

Which  men  will  read  while  Time  can  hold  his  t^ier! 

But  they,  whose  sires  for  ri^t  could  thus  oontead, 
Have  caught  their  spirit  somewhere  in  extiene; 

And  not  content  thdr  own  rights  to  defend, 
To  quelch  the  rights  of  others  is  their  dream  I 

All — all — to  them  must  basely  bow  and  bend, 
Howe'er  degrading  such  sabmiasion  seem. 

The  South  to  madness  goaded,  now  they'd  take 

The  little  profit  that  the  West  can  make  I 

The  tarifT-— fixed  precisely  as  they  vant  it. 

The  markets  to  secure,  sans  competition — 
Hay  drain  our  pockets ;  but  they  only  vaonl  it 

A  lu^py  tridc,  and  laugh  at  our  position. 
Though  poverty  the  Western  home  may  hsini^  H 

May  not  invade  the  home  of  Abolition  1 
The  land  in  other  parts  howe'er  distrest — 

New-England  yet  will  **  feather  her  own  nest* 
But  they  £d  err  in  choice  of  modes  for  righting 
All  wrongs ;  ^ey  chose  secession  and  then  fightn^! 


But  Shakspeare,  prince  of  poets,  haply  tajt 
"  Vaulting  ambition  doth  o'erleu)  itsel','' 

And  even  New-England  my  see  other  daji| 
When  ruined  hopes  another  tale  wiU  t«L 

**  Curses  oome  home  to  roost  '* — and  wickec' 
Have  letribtttioii,  when  deserved  so  well 
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She'i  ^oAtmg  now  o'er  distant  deacdation. 
But  yet  may  sadly  mourn  a  ruined  nation. 

She  madly  fanned  the  fires  that  glow  in  war, 
She  **  braToed  '*  when  a  negro  used  his  legs ; 

But  blind  in  bigotry — ^the  South  to  mar, 
She  kills  the  hen  that  laid  her  golden  eggs  I 

For  when  the  cotton  fields  in  ruin  are. 
Where  then  her  trade?    If  Western  labor  bega 

All  vaiDly,  freedom  from  unequal  tax. 

Will  we  still  kiss  the  rod  that  smarts  our  backs  ? 

Like  boy  on  bladder,  sporting  on  a  rirer, 
She*s  floating  now,  sll  buoyant  on  the  stream ; 

But  war's  fat  contracts  cannot  last  forever, 

And  when  they're  over,  ended  is  her  dream  I 
•  Her  bladders  all  collapsed — ^how  can  she  ever 
Her  prestige  and  prosperity  redeem  ? 

Domestic  trade  let  down — ^then  foreign  trade  a-court- 

She'll  find  that  paper  prices  don't  permit  exporting  I 

Of  honesty  she'll  then  gire  some  example— 

In  honest  Ijearty  curses  on  herself, 
And  those  who  led  her  on  the  laws  to  trample-* 

Laying  her  Sumners  quiet  on  the  shelf ! 
For  yain  regrets  her  time  will  then  be  ample, 

Her  idle  spindles  gathering  no  pelf. 
Ineyitable  fate  I  and  then,  when  non  ut 
Her  profit,  she'll  in  wrath,  at  least,  be  honest 

Pompeii  sported — eating,  drinking,  making  love,  in 
House,  hall,  or  chamber,  to  the  latest  hour ; 

The  baker,  jocund,  putting  in  his  oven 
The  neatest  littie  loaves  of  four  ace  flour; 

And  not  a  soul  suspecting  that  above,  in       ^ 
Laden  darkness  came  volcanic  shower  I 

And  yet  It  came  1    Vesuvius,  'midst  the  flashes 

Of  lurid  gloom,  sent  up  a  world  of  ashes  I 

And  so  the  world  (except  of  sshes)  ended 
For  proud  old  Pompeii  and  all  her  people. 

They  would  no  doubt  have  gallanUy  oefended 
Themselves,  if  possible ;  but  'neath  a  heap,  all 

Ash  and  cinders,  they  in  vain  contended 
With  fate— when  ashes  buried  even  the  steeple. 

Sad  lot,  Pompeii !  was  for  you  selected. 

And  came,  besides,  so  very  unexpected. 

All  hail,  New-England  I    We  have  heard  your  07 
For  Pompey,  ^  the  matter's  rather  stale ; 

And  now  'tis  time  you'd  think  of  Pompeii 
And  her  distressing  and  suggestive  tale. 

A  grand  eruption  may  come,  by  and  by. 
Of  Western  passion,  and  it  may  not  fall 

To  'whelm  your  interests.    80,  do  think  again 

Of  Pompeii,  or  of  the  **  cities  of  the  plain." 

Those  **  cities  of  the  plain  "  went  down  In  sorrow, 
Because  of  sin  and  ehame — periiaps  you  Imow ; 

But  from  their  sorry  fate  can  you  not  borrow 
A  hint  to  mend  your  ways,  and  better  grow  ? 

Suppose  that  you,  like  Sodom  and  Gomoirah, 
Were  brought  to  judgment    Could  you  show 

A  record  clear  of  malice,  avarice,  and  pride. 

Bigotry,  intolerance,  and  grievous  things  beside? 


THE  HOUR  AND  THE  MAN. 

From  the  deep  heart  of  all  this  hmd  is  sounding, 
Like  the  weird  voice  of  Fate,  the  tvamp  of  men; 


And  now,  where  serried  ranks  are  fast  emerging. 

Mountain  gap,  and  glen, 
And  dope,  and  field,  and  plain,  and  stream,  are  glist- 
ening 
With  points  of  steel  and  banners  flaunting  high; 
And  the  awed  world  stands  looking  on  and  ustening ! 

'Midst  it  all,  a  cry 
Steals  up !  in  the  beginning  like  a  murmur 
From  a  high  mountain  or  the  distant  sea. 
But  swelling  to  a  blast :  "  0  human  brothers  I 
Help  up  I    We  would  be  men ;  we  would  be  free  I" 

On  the  broad  page  that  bean  the  varied  reoord 

Of  every  man's  experience,  this  is  found ; 
That  great  accomplishments  or  sure  successes, 

Never  yet  have  crowned 
EBm  who  has  faltered  in  his  own  convictions ; 

By  varying  and  opposing  counsels  tossed ; 
Until,  'mid  multitudinous  convictions 

Truth  and  right  were  lost 
But  oool,  calm,  cautious,  and  determined  action, 

When  comes  the  passing  hour  that's  big  with  fat^ 
Fixes  its  impress  on  the  individual. 

Exalts,  expands,  and  magnifies  the  state. 

From  out  the  dusk  of  far  receding  centuries, 

One  dear,  prophetic  voice  of  warning  caUs— 
'Tis  this :  that  in  the  hour  of  trust  and  trial. 

He  who  falters  falls  1 
Oh  I  hearken  to  it,  thou  to-day,  who  boldest 

In  thy  hand  a  nation's  wavering  fate ; 
And  be  thou  truest  of  the  true,  and  boldest 

Of  the  bold  I    We  wait^ 
We  wait,  thy  people,  patient  but  expectant; 

And  the  &r  nations,  tip-toe,  stand  ag&pCt 
Whilst  thou  dost  solve  the  problem  of  the  present, 
And  giv'st  the  future  certainty  and  shspe  t 
KnxuGKT,  Deoembtr  27,  ISea.  W.  D.  G. 


OUR  HEROES. 

Ah  t  no,  they  have  not  passed  away. 

The  glorious  men  of  old. 
Of  lofty  deeds,  whose  souls  were  caaft 

In  virttte's  sternest  mould. 

0  patriot  names  1    Brighter  for  sndi 

Shines  forth  the  stoned  past ; 
0  loyal  lives  I  in  days  of  gloom 

A  beacon  to  the  last. 

Hear  ye  their  call?    Upl    Save  this  Land! 

Fulfil  your  mission  high ; 
It  stirs  Mch  true  heroic  neart. 

That  tiiriUing  batUe^ry. 

They  come  t  they  come  I  0  waiting  souls  t 

They  gather  in  their  might ; 
Their  hearts  are  leal,  their  swords  are  tmei 

They  batUe  for  the  tight. 

Thank  God,  my  country,  for  the  bvare, 

The  wise,  the  doquent; 
Their  noblest  thoughts  are  given  to  thec^ 

And  on  thy  future  bent 

They  fight  and  bleed  and  die 

On  hUl<flide,  plain,  and  sea, 
That  the  old  flag  cleansed  from  eveiy  ■!•{& 

May  yet  float  fair  and  fi«e  1 
BaoiBWiCK,  Ma.,  Janaarj  10^  IMBl  &  R.  C. 
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LARRY'S  RETURN  FROM  THE  WAR. 

BT  WILL  8.  BATS. 

The  black  douds  were  angrily  chas'iDg  each  other ; 
The  cold  winter  winds  howling  carelessly  by 

The  cottage  where  sat  Kitty  Gray  and  her  mother- 
Poor  Kitty  looked  sad,  with  a  tear  in  her  eye. 

She  thought  of  her  lover,  with  whom  she  had  parted— 
Who  had  gone  to  the  wars— it  was  Larry  0*More. 

Oh  I  hark !  she  heard  footsteps,  and  suddenly  started — 
Then  smiled,  as  she  leaped,  like  a  fawn,  to  the  door. 

And,  lo !  there  stood  Larry,  as  fresh  and  as  cosy 
As  when  he  left  Kitty's  bewitching  young  charms; 

Whose  eyes  were  so  bright,  and  whose  cheeks  were  so 
rosy — 

••  Arrah !  Kitty,"  said  Larry,  "  love,  come  to  me  arms.** 

"0  Larry!    you're    safe!"      "Yes,  throe  for    ye, 
darlin' ; 
Fve  been  m  the  battles,  whin  the  balance  wor  kilt. 

An'  the  ribils,  like  haythens,  come  fightin'  an'  snarlin*— 
Arrah  I  Kitty,  no  knowin'  the  blood  that  was  spilt" 

"Come,  Larry,  sit  down;"  "Faith,  I  will,  an' dose 
near  you — 

For  lonesome  I've  been,  for  many  months  past; 
I  often  have  wished— d'ye  mind  ?"     "  Yes,  I  hear  you." 

*'  That  ivery  big  fight  that  we  had  was  the  last." 
"And  have  you  been  wounded?"    ** Ah  I  no;  I  wor 
lucky. 

The  boys  fought  like  divils,  an'  died  in  a  hape ; 
An'  since  our  last  march,  as  we  wint  through  Kintucky, 

How  many' brave  fellows  have  laid  down  to  slape  I 

*•  No  longer  a  sojer,  dear  Kitty,  I'll  tarry — 

Faith,  while  I  wor  one,  to  the  cause  I  wor  throe ; 
An'  now  I've  come  home,  love,  a  swate  girl  to  marry." 
"  Pray,  Larry,  who  is  she  ?"     **  Arrah !  Kitty,  'tis  you  I 
I've  got  me  discharge,  an'  through  life's  wintry  weather 

We'll  make  the  path  aisy,  as  aisy  can  be. 
*'  Me  heart's  in  me  hand."    "  I'll  take  them  together." 
"  Presint  arms,  then,  darlint  I"     "  I  will,  love,"  says 
she. 

**  Ah  I  Larry,  I'm  glad — are  you  tired  of  fightin'  ?" 

And  sweet  Kitty  smiled — looked  him  ftill  in  the  eyes. 
'*  Oh  1  no,  Kitty,  dear,  for  I  took  a  delight  in 

Performin'  me  dooty,  wherever  it  lies ; 
May  me  hand  lave  me  body,  whin  I  pull  the  thrigger 

In  battle  again."     "  Why,  Lan7  ?"    "  Because 
The  goddess  of  Liberty's  turned  to  a  nigger, 

An'  ould  Father  Abram's  forgotten  the  laws  I" 

HauiiTAOS,  January  8, 1868. 

—LouUvUU  Sunday  Democrat 


A  ScBSTiTUTK  FOR  LEATHER. — There  are  two  modes 
of  preparing  skins  for  use  —  one  is  by  tanning,  and 
the  other  by  tawing.  The  first  of  these  requires 
months  or  years;  the  last  only  a  few  weeks.  The 
first  produces  thick  leather,  the  latter  thin.  In  taw- 
ing, the  skin  is  soaked  and  scraped  to  get  rid  of  the 
hair  and  putrescible  parts,  then  treated  with  alum  and 
salt ;  then  stretched,  and  scraped,  and  rubbed  to  make 
it  flexible,  and  in  some,  cases  saturated  with  animal 
fat  It  is  not  only  by  custom  and  convenience  that 
we  are  confined  to  leather  in  the  making  of  our  shoes. 
Any  substance  which  will  exclude  water  and  which 
will  endure  the  rubs  and  thumps  given  by  the  foot  will 
do  for  shoes.  A  hatter  can  make  an  excellent  shoe 
out  of  the  same  fdt  and  by  the  same  process  which  he 
uses  in  making  hats;  using  one  other  mould,  and 


some  waterproof  mixture  in  the  sole  to  keep  out  the 
wet 

A  farmer  may  make  a  very  pleasant  shoe  out  of  aa 
old  wool  hat  by  providing  a  suitable  sole ;  and  be  may 
provide  a  suitable  sole  by  combining  several  thicknesses 
of  felt  with  a  little  wax  and  rosin,  or  wax  and  India- 
robber,  or  tallow,  rubber,  and  rosin  inserted  betw««n 
the  leaves  to  keep  out  moisture.  Osnaburgs,  boiled  in 
linseed  oil,  and  wax,  and  then  blackened,  will  do  vcrv 
well  for  the  uppers,  only  it  will  require  a  lining  of 
osnaburgs  again  to  make  it  sufiidenUy  strong,  and  to 
keep  the  blackened  fabric  from  defiling  the  foot  The 
skins  of  a  pair  of  squirrels  tanned  would  make  a  pret- 
ty and  pleasant  pair  of  shoes  for  a  lady.  Soles  of 
shoes  for  men  (beside  the  substitute  already  motioned) 
may  be  made  of  old  saddle-skirts,  leather  gia-baods, 
guttarpercha  bands,  several  thicknesses  of  tough  doth  * 
of  any  sort  sewed  together  and  saturated  with  the 
waterproof;  or  they  may  be  compounded  of  several 
things — the  outer  of  leather  or  hardened  felt,  the  mner 
of  doth  or  doubled  osnaburgs  or  duck,  and  between 
the  two  a  broad  and  flexible  split  of  white  oak,  hickorr, 
palmett04talk,  or  birch-bark. — Savannah  JiepMieaii, 


Among  the  novelties  which  this  extraordinary  war 
has  produced  are  the  instances  which  have  repeatedly 
occurred  of  late  of  cavalry  capturing  gunboats.  A 
friend  suggests  that  our  horses  should  be  fitted  oat 
with  sails  and  rudders,  in  order  to  facilitate  their  am- 
phibious operations.  The  gunboats,  it  must  be  ad- 
mitted, have  fallen  amazingly  from  their  original  pres- 
tige. At  one  time  they  had  nearly  scared  the  South 
from  its  propriety ;  but  they  are  now  manifest  hum- 
bugs, which  even  a  few  troopers  can  explode.  The 
gaUant  cities  of  Vicksburgh  and  Richmond  deserve 
Uie  credit  of  having  first  shorn  the  gunboats  of  their 
terrors.  From*  the  hour  when  Drury's  Bluff  demol- 
ished their  ih>n-clads,  they  have  been  gradually  sink- 
ing to  their  proper  level — BiehmandDi^tatek,  Jam.  27. 


BXBKL  SOLDIERS  TIRED  OP  THE  WAR. 

The  following  colloquy  is  said  to  have  occurred  be- 
tween the  National  and  the  rebel  pickets  on  dther  side 
of  the  Rappahannock : 

Bebd, — ^I  say,  Yankee,  FU  throw  my  musket  iato 
the  river  and  skedaddle,  if  you  will. 

Yankee. — Can't  see  it 

Jiebel.— -Well,  we'll  all  agree  on  this  side  to  bite  the 
bullets  off  our  cartridges  when  we  have  the  next  fight, 
if  your  boys  will. 

roiOw.— Can't  see  it— JVl  T.  Tribune,  F^,  6. 


Delawjlre. — ^No  State  in  the  Union  has  been  more 
conspicuous  for  its  galUmtry  and  loyalty,  during  the 
present  straggle,  than  the  little  Border  SUite  of  Ddt- 
ware.  When  every  other  Slave  State  dther  wavered 
or  broke  out  into  rebellion,  she  stood  firm — ^^fiathfol 
among  the  faithless."  When,  after  the  attack  upoa 
Fort  Sumter,  a  call  was  made  for  troops,  she  prompUT 
sent  a  regiment  of  militia  to  Washington  to  guard  the 
National  capital,  and  with  equal  alacrity  responded  to 
the  demand  of  the  Preddent  for  volunteers  to  pat 
down  the  rebellion. 

The  regiment  designated  upon  the  Army  Register  u 
the  **  Second  Delaware,"  but  more  familiariy  known 
among  the  veterans  of  the  Potomac  as  **  the  CVuv 
Ddawares,"  was  the  first  regiment  raised  in  the  State 
for  three  years  or  during  the  war.  It  has  been  promi- 
nent in  every  general  engagement  oi  the  gnusd  army 
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of  the  Potomac.  It  is  commanded  by  Colonel  William 
P.  Baily,  formerly  an  officer  in  the  third  company  of 
the  National  Guard,  a  cool,  brave,  and  experienced  of- 
ficer, who  possesses  the  confidence  and  affection  of  his 
men,  and  will  never  disappoint  the  hopes  of  his  coun- 
try. 

At  the  battles  of  Gaines's  Mill,<  White  Oak  Swamp, 
Peach  Orchard,  Savage's  Station,  Antietam,  and  Frudc- 
ricksburgh,  this  gallant  regiment,  now  reduced  to  abotft 
two  hundred  and  fifty  effective  men,  fought  with  a  valor 
and  self-sacrificing  devotion  that  won  the  applause  of 
the  whole  army.  It  was  the  last  to  leave  the  field  at 
the  bloody  fight  at  Gaines's  Mill,  and  at  Fredericks- 
burgh  led  the  charge  of  Zook's  brigade,  and  laid  its 
dead  nearer  the  rebel  works  than  any  other  regiment. 
In  this  charge  Colonel  Baily  was  wounded  by  a  frag- 
ment of  a  shell  which  struck  him  in  the  breast,  frac- 
turing the  collar-bone ;  but  we  are  happy  to  learn  that 
he  is  rapidly  recovering,  and  that  he  will  soon  rejoin 
the  "  Crazy  Delawares,"  which  he  has  so  often  led  to 
glorious  deeds  on  the  field  of  battle. — BcUtiniore 
Amerieany  January  14. 


A  Patriotic  Parson. — A  New-Hampshire  paper 
publishes  a  letter  from  Lieut -Col.  Billings,  Third  New- 
Hampshire  volunteers.  This  officer  was  formerly  pas- 
tor of  a  Unitarian  church  in  Concord,  New-Hampshire, 
and  first  entered  the  service  as  chaplain.  His  former 
profession  would  seem  to  imply  .some  Christian  founda- 
tion of  character  and  some  of  the  sentiments  and  feel- 
ings of  a  gentleman.  Whether  he  is  entitled  to  such  a 
charitable-  constr action  may  be  judged  about  by  the 
following  extract  from  his  letter : 

"  I  was  authorized  to  order  the  evacuation  of  St. 
Smon's  Island,  Georgia,  and  took  off  ex-slaves,  horses, 
cattle,  rice,  com,  etc.,  leaving  nothing  of  value.  The 
splendid  mansion  once  occupied  by  that  cx-U.  S.  Sen- 
ator and  arch-rebel  T.  Butler  King,  is  on  this  island, 
and  wc  stripped  it  of  every  thing.  I  write  this  letter 
on  his  writing-desk,  which,  with  his  puino,  were  pre- 
sented to  me  on  my  return." — N,  Y,  Worldf  Jan,  22. 


MASSACRI   or  TH£  GERMANS   IN  TEXAS. 

Translated  from  the  Galveston  Union,  a  Oernian  paper,  estab- 
Ibhed  iloce  tbe  oecupatioo  of  that  place  by  the  Union  forces. 

Near  the  origin  of  the  Grand  Cape  and  Piedruales, 
on  Johnston's  Creek,  several  American  and  two  Ger- 
man families  settled  but  two  years  ago.  Contending 
against  the  roughness  of  the  soil  and  the  wild  Indians, 
they  had  no  pleasant  position,  but  they  persevered, 
conscious  of  their  courage  and  their  intrepidity,  and 
the  lower  settlements  owed  it  to  them  that  they  had 
less  to  sufier  from  the  raids  of  the  Indians.  These 
border  inhabitants  received  but  little  news  about  the 
condition  of  the  country  and  the  events  of  the  war.  All 
at  once  they  were  notified  to  pay  war  taxes  and  to  drill. 
The  first  demand  they  could  not  comply  with,  because 
they  had  no  money,  not  even  corn-meal  for  their  fam- 
ilies, and  the  last  order  they  could  not  obey,  because 
they  lived  so  distant  from  each  other  and  their  absence 
would  leave  their  families  without  protection. 

For  these  reasons  they  were  considered  Union  men, 
and  Captain  Duff,  a  notorious  rowdy,  was  sent  against 
the  settlers  with  a  company  of  Texans.  They  asked 
the  protection  of  their  friends,  but  had  to  fly  from  the 
overpowering  number  of  their  enemies  to  the  moun- 
tains. Many  Germans  and  Americans  were  arrested 
and  imprisoned  in  Fredericksburgh,  and  Captain  Duff 
was  rednforced  by  four  hundred  men  to  operate  suo- 

VOL.  VI. — POKTRT  4 


oessfuUy  against  the  German  Abolitionists  and  hunt  up 
the  Yankees.  The  soldiers  again  visited  Johnston's 
Creek,  but  found  the  most  of  the  settlers  had  fied  to 
the  mountains.  Frederick  Degener  alone  they  surpris- 
ed, sleeping  under  the  porch  of  his  house,  but  awak- 
ened by  the  cries  of  distress  of  his  wife  and  the  dis- 
charge of  the  muskets  of  his  enemies,  who  fired  f bur- 
ton shots  afler  him.     He  fortunately  made  his  escape. 

The  house  was  ransacked,  and  all  movable  property 
taken  off.  Other  farms  in  the  neighborhood  were  also 
searched,  the  families  taken  prisoners,  and  the  houses 
burnt  down.  Upon  the  news  of  these  events,  Fred 
Degener  and  other  fugitives  concluded  to  fly  to  Mexico ; 
more  exiles  joined  them,  and  soon  they  had  a  company 
of  sixty-eight  men.  But  they  travelled  too  slowly,  and 
before  daybreak  one  morning  they  were  surprined  by 
two  hundred  Texans.  After  a  most  determined  resist- 
ance, they  were  defeated,  and  only  twelve  of  them,  cov- 
ered with*  wounds,  made  good  their  escape. 

All  fugitives  which  afterward  fell  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy  were  hung  up.  Among  these  sixty-eight 
men  only  five  were  Americans,  the  others  all  Germans. 
A  few  of  the  fugitives  escaped  across  the  Rio  Grande ; 
others,  wandering  in  the  mountains  and  suffering  ex- 
treme hunger,  sought  protection  among  American  fam- 
ilies, but  were  handed  over  to  their  persecutors  and 
shot  or  hung. 

To  this  news,  Dr.  Adolph  Douai,  a  celebrated  Ger- 
man traveller,  who  for  many  years  had  lived  in  that 
country,  makes  the  following  notes : 

**  We  know  personally  the  most  of  these  unfortunate 
victims,  which  hi^ve  been  murdered  so  merciles.sly,  not 
because  they  rebelled  against  the  government,  but  be- 
cause they  would  not  act  against  the  Union,  and  would 
rather  fly  to  Mexico.  These  murdered  Union  men  were 
some  of  ihe  greatest  benefactors  of  the  State ;  they  had 
done  tlie  hardest  pioneer  work  in  it,  cleared  it  from  the 
wild  beasts  and  Indians ;  they  had  saved  it  to  civiliza- 
tion through  more  than  one  period  of  pestilence  and 
famine ;  secured  as  borderers  their  present  persecutors, 
the  slaveholders,  against  the  invasion  of  Indians,  and 
done  the  best  service  as  volunteers  in  the  Mexican  war 
and  the  wars  on  the  frontier.  They  placed  the  arts 
and  sciences  in  Texas  as  well  as  they  could  be  found 
anywhere  among  the  American  Germans.  They  fur- 
nished the  proof  that  they  could  cultivate  sugar  and 
cotton  without  the  least  danger  to  health,  and  increas- 
ed the  riches  of  the  country  millions  of  dollars." 

The  above  related  events  are  their  reward  for  it 
Hundreds  who  succeeded  in  making  their  escape  rove 
about  the  woods,  having  lost  every  thing,  some  even 
their  families.  Hundreds  are  now  chased  like  wild 
beasts  through  the  wilderness  of  North-western  Texas, 
and  succumb  because  of  tbe  most  horrid  tortures,  their 
fate  never  being  known  to  their  fellow-men. — St.  Lauit 
Republieany  January  16. 


Price  and  his  Missourians. — Of  the  ten  thousand 
gallant  fellows  whom  Gen.  Price  led  from  Missouri  in 
April  and  May  last,  not  more  than  two  thousand  five 
hundred  were  lately  left  survivors  of  the  casualties  of 
battles  and  camps  fit  for  service. — Sehna  (Ala.)  Benii" 
nelf  January  2. 

Nationals  niioirncNED  bt  a  Rooster. — One  of  the 
soldiers  of  General  T.  R.  R.  Cobb's  brigade  has  a  game- 
cock, which  he  had  with  him  on  the  day  of  the  battle 
of  Fredericksburgh.  By  a  trick,  or  signal,  which  they 
had  taught  him,  the  soldiers  could  make  the  cock  crow 
whenerer  they  chose.    Upon  each  advance  of  the  ene- 


i 


50 


REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-63. 


my,  just  before  our  sharp-shooters  opened  upon  them, 
the  cock^s  clear,  shrill  clarion  rung  out  on  the  sulphur- 
ous air.  This  strange  defiance,  while  it  cheered  and 
amused  our  boys,  fell  with  a  depressing  effect  upon  the 
ears  of  the  enemy.  When  the  foe  retired  to  return  no 
more,  the  cock,  with  repeated  crows,  sounded  the  vic- 
tory.— Sottannah  JUptMican,  January  8. 


The  Pkack  Motement. — The  peace  movement  at  the 
North  is  fairly  begun  at  last  The  voice  of  a  populous 
longing  to  close  a  hopeless  and  ruinous  war  of  aggres- 
sion, can  no  longer  be  stifled.  The  mighty  rabble  of 
New-Tork  and  Philadelphia  have  caught  up  the  cry 
raised  by  the  Hoosiers  of  the  North-west,  and  day  by 
day  the  peace  element  in  party  politics  grows  stronger 
and  more  distinct  The  utterances  which  reach  us 
show  that  there  has  been  no  lack  of  venal  presses  and 
unscrupulous  politicians,  shaping  their  course  so  as  to 
share  the  rising  fortunes  of  the  anti-war  movement 
Everywhere  throughout  the  North  we  find  supple 
demagogues  echoing  the  popular  sentiment  with  a  vi- 
gor and  boldness  which,  a  year  ago,  would  have  con- 
signed them  to  a  dungeon ;  and  even  the  fearless  and 
consistent  Yallandigham  takes  a  step  farther  than  he 
ever  dared  before,  and  unfurls  the  white  flag  in  the 
very  halls  of  the  Yankee  Congress. 

To  give  to  the  new  party  such  an  overwhelming  and 
decisive  preponderance  of  strength  as  will  at  onctt:er- 
minate  the  effort  to  subjugate  the  South,  we  believe 
that  it  is  only  necessary  that,  in  the  next  great  shock 
of  arms,  whkh  must  now  be  close  at  hand,  our  troops 
shall  once  more  vindicate  their  superiority  over  the 
rufiianly  invaders  whom  they  must  encounter.  That 
our  brave  soldiers  may  enter  this  final  struggle  under 
the  least  possible  disadvantage  of  numbefs,  is  an  ob- 
ject which  should  enlist  all  the  attention  and  energies 
of  those  who  rule  the  policy  of  the  Confederacy.-!— 
Charleston  Mercury ^  January  81. 


January  80. — A  daughter  of  South-Carolina  writes 
to  the  Charleston  Courier  from  Darlington  district : 

**  I  propose  to  spin  the  thread  to  make  the  cord  to 
execute  the  order  of  our  noble  President,  Davis,  when 
old  Butler  is  caught,  and  my  daughter  asks  that  she 
may  be  allowed  to  adjust  it  round  his  neck." 


LINEa 

BT  J.   O.   WHITTIER. 

Hen  of  the  Northland  1  whereas  the  manly  spirit 
Of  the  true  hearted  and  the  unshackled  gone  ? 
Bona  of  old  freemen  1  do  we  but  inherit 

Their  names  alone  ? 

Is  the  old  Pilgrim  spirit  quenched  within  us? 
Stoops  the  strong  numhood  of  our  souls  so  low 
That  Mammon's  lure  or  Party *8  wile  can  win  ua 

To  silence  now  ? 

Now,  when  our  land  to  ruin's  brink  is  verging. 
In  God's  name  let  us  speak  while  there  is  time  I 
Now,  when  the  padlocks  for  our  lips  are  forging, 

Silence  is  crime  t 

What  I  shall  we  henceforth  humbly  ask  as  favors 
Rights  all  our  own  ?  In  madness  shall  we  barter 
For  trcachorous  peace  the  freedom  nature  gave  us, 

Qod  and  our  charter? 


Here  shall  the  statesman  forge  his  human  fetters, 
Here  the  false  jurist  human  rights  deny. 
And  in  the  church  their  proud  and  skilled  abctton 

Make  truth  a  lie  1 

Torture  the  pages  of  the  hallowed  Bible, 
To  sanction  crime,  and  robl)ery,  and  blood ! 
And,  in  Oppression's  hateful  service,  libel 

Both  man  and  God ! 

Shall  our  New-England  stand  erect  no  longer, 
But  stoop  in  chains  upon  her  downward  way, 
Thicker  to  gather  on  her  limbs,  and  stronger 

Day  alter  day  ? 

Oh  !  no,  methinks  from  all  her  wild,  green  mountaiii»— 
From  valleys  where  her  slumbering  fathers  lie — 
From  her  blue  rivers  and  her  welling  fountains, 

And  clear,  cold  sky — 

From  her  rough  coast  and  isles  which  hungry  ocean 
Gnaws  with  his  surges — from  the  fisher's  skiff. 
With  white  sail  swaying  to  the  billow's  motion 

Round  rock  and  cliff— 

From  the  free  fireside  of  her  unbought  farmer— 
From  her  free  laborer  at  his  loom  and  wheel — 
From  the  brown  smith-shop,  where  beneath  the  ham- 
mer 

Rings  the  red  steel — 

From  each  and  all,  if  God  hath  not  forsaken 
Our  land,  and  left  us  to  an  evil  choice. 
Loud  as  the  summer's  thunderbolt  shiJl  waken 

A  people's  voice  1 

Startling  and  stem  !  the  Northern  winds  shall  bear  it 
Over  Potomac's  to  St.  Mary's  wave ; 
And  bmied  Freedom  shall  awake  to  hear  it 

Within  her  grave. 

Oh  !  let  that  voice  go  forth  1  the  bondman  sighiog 
By  Sant«e's  wave,  in  Mississippi's  cane. 
Shall  feel  the  hope,  within  his  bo^m  dying, 

Revive  again. 

Let  it  go  forth !    The  millions  who  are  gazing 
Sadly  upon  us  from  afar  shall  smile, 
And  unto  God  devout  thanksgiving  raising, 

Bless  us  the  while. 

Oh  !  for  your  ancient  freedom,  pure  and  holy, 
For  the  deliverance  of  a  groaning  earth. 
For  the  wronged  captive,  bleeding,  crushed,  and  lowly, 

Let  it  go  forth  ! 

Sons  of  the  best  of  fathers !  will  ye  falter 
With  all  they  led  ye  perilled  and  at  stake? 
Ho !  once  again  on  Fi*eedom's  holy  altar 

The  fire  awake ! 

Prayer  strengthened  for  the  Uial,  come  together. 
Put  on  the  harness  for  the  moral  fight,  • 
And  with  the  blessing  of  your  heavenly  Father, 

Maintain  tub  Right  I 


ORSMU& 

BT  GEORGE  H.   BOKSR. 

We  will  not  raise,  O  God  I  the  formal  prayw 
Of  broken  heart  and  shattered  nerve ; 

Thou  know'st  our  griefs,  our  want^,  and  whatsoeV 
Is  best  for  those  who  serve. 
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BefbM  thy  feet,  in  sQence  and  in  awe, 

We  open  lay  our  cause  and  need ; 
As  braTe  men  may,  the  patriot  sword  we  draw, 

But  tliine  must  be  the  deed. 

We  haye  no  pageantry,  to  please  thy  eye, 
Save  marshaled  men,  who  marching  come 

Beneath  thy  gaze  in  armed  panoply ; 
No  music  save  the  drum. 

We  have  no  altar  builded  in  thy  sight, 
From  which  the  fragrant  offerings  rise. 

Save  this  wild  field  of  hot  and  bloody  fight ; 
These  dead  our  sacrifice. 

To  this  great  cause  the  force  of  prayer  is  given, 
The  wordless  prayer  of  righteous  will. 

Before  whose  strength  the  ivory  gates  of  heaven 
Fall  open,  and  are  still. 

For  we  believe,  within  our  inmost  souls, 

That  what  men  do  with  spirit  sad. 
To  thee  in  one  vast  cloud  of  worship  rolls— 

Bolls  up,  and  makes  thee  glad. 

O  Ood !  if  reason  may  presume  so  far, 

We  say  our  cause  Is  also  thine ; 
We  read  its  truth  in  every  flashing  star, 

In  every  sacred  line. 

By  thy  commission  freedom  first  was  sent^ 

To  hold  the  tyrant*s  force  at  bay ; 
The  chain  that  broke  in  Egypt  was  not  meant 

To  bind  our  shining  day. 

Freedom  to  all !  in  Thy  great  name  we  cry, 
And  lift  to  heaven  thy  bloody  sword  ; 

Too  long  have  we  been  blind  in  heart  and  eye 
To  thy  outspoken  word. 

Before  the  terrors  of  that  battle-call. 

As  flax  before  the  gusty  flame, 
Down,  down,  the  vanquished  enemy  shall  fall, 

Stricken  with  endless  shame  t 

Here  let  division  cease.  Join  hand  with  hand, 
Join  voice  with  voice  ;  a  general  shout 

Shall,  like  a  whirlwind,  sweep  our  native  land. 
And  purge  the  traitora  out ! 

Fear  not  or  faint  not.    God,  who  ruleth  men, 
Marks  where  his  noble  martyrs  lie ; 

They  shall  all  rise  beneath  his  smile  again ; 
pia  foes  alone  shall  die. 


AFTER    ALL. 

BY  WM.   WINTER. 

The  apples  are  ripe  in  the  orchard, 
The  work  of  the  reaper  is  done, 

And  the  golden  woodlands  redden 
In  the  blood  of  the  dying  sun. 

At  the  cottage-door  the  grandsiro 
Sits  pale  in  his  easy  chair. 

While  the  gentle  wind  of  twilight 
Flays  with  his  silver  hair. 

A  woman  is  kneeling  beside  him; 

A  fair  young  head  is  pressed, 
In  the  first  wild  passion  of  sorrow, 

Against  his  aged  breast 


And  far  from  over  the  distance 

The  faltering  echoes  come 
Of  the  flying  blast  of  trumpet. 

And  the  rattling  roll  of  drum. 

And  the  grandsire  speaks  in  a  whisper: 

"  The  end  no  man  can  see ; 
But  we  give  him  to  his  country, 

And  we  give  our  prayers  to  Thee." 

The  violets  star  the  meadows, 

The  rose-buds  fringe  the  door. 
And  over  the  grassy  orchard 

The  pink-white  blossoms  pour. 

But  the  grandsire^s  chair  is  empty. 

The  cottage  is  dark  and  still ; 
There's  a  nameless  grave  in  the  battle-field. 

And  a  new  one  under  the  hill. 

And  a  pallid,  tearless  woman 

By  the  cold  hearth  sits  alone. 
And  the  old  clock  in  the  comer 

Ticks  on  with  a  steady  drone. 


A   PATRIOTIC    CALL   FOR   VOLUNTEEBa 

BT  J.   G.   L. 

Come,  Freedom^s  sons,  arouse,  arouse  I 

Nor  longer  now  delay. 
And  pledge  to  God  above  your  vows, 

Rebellion  foul  to  slay. 

Come  from  the  forge,  come  from  the  plough, 

Come  from  the  bank  and  store ; 
From  wave  and  wood,  come.  Freemen,  now, 

And  fight  as  those  of  yore. 

Where  Freemen  all  victorious  stood. 

Where  tyranny  did  yield  ; 
Just  here,  where  your  bold  fathers*  blood 

Stained  red  the  battle-field. 

From  North  to  South,  from  East  to  West, 

Let  Union  shouts  arise. 
From  valley  deep  to  eagle's  nest, 

And  echo  through  the  skies. 

Come,  bold  sons  of  your  pilgrim  sires, 

Sons  of  the  brave  and  free. 
Who  left  to  you,  their  rightful  heirs, 

This  glorious  legacy. 

This  lovely  home  of  hill  and  dell. 

Of  river,  lake,  and  sea ; 
Where  tyrant  ruled,  as  William  Tell 

iCan  find  sweet  liberty. 

Come,  then,  from  forge,  and  come  from  plough, 

Come  from  the  bank  and  store  ; 
From  wave  and  wood,  come,  Freemen,  now. 

To  fight  as  those  of  yore. 

Come,  clear  away  the  gloomy  pall 

Of  treason  dark  and  drear; 
Before  vour  arms  'tis  doomed  to  fall— 

Hark  I  hear  the  victors  cheer. 

Your  CouNTRT  calls  I  see  there's  tho  fo6^ 

Rebellion,  strike  it  down ; 
Tes,  strike  the  one  decisive  blow, 

Then  wear  the  victor's  crown : 
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A  more  thun  crown — a  laurel  wreath, 

Around  each  patriot's  brow- 
While  treason  sleeps  a  traitor's  death : 
Then,  up,  and — vfin  it  now,  ^ 


AVENGED ! 

BT  ORPHECS   C.    KERR. 

God's  scales  of  Justice  hang  between 
The  deed  Unjust  and  the  end  Unseen, 
And  the  sparrow's  fall  in  the  one  is  weighed 
By  the  Lord's  own  hand  in  the  other  laid. 

In  the  prairie  path  to  our  Sunset  gate, 
In  the  flow'ring  heart  of  a  new-born  State, 
Are  the  hopes  of  an  old  roan's  waning  years, 
'Neath  headstones  worn  with  an  old  man's  tears. 

When  the  bright  sun  sinks  in  the  rose-lipped  West, 
His  last  red  ray  is  the  headstone's  crest : 
And  the  mounds  he  laves  in  a  crimson  flood 
Are  a  Soldier's  wealth  baptized  in  blood ! 

Do  ye  ask  who  reared  those  headstones  there, 
And  crowned  with  thorns  a  sire's  gray  hair  ? 
And  by  whom  the  Land's  great  debt  was  paid 
To  the  Soldier  old,  in  the  graves  they  made  ? 

Shrink,  Pity,  shrink,  at  the  question  dire; 
And,  Honor,  burn  in  a  blush  of  fire ! 
Turn,  Angel,  turn,  from  the  page  thine  eyes. 
Or  the  Sin,  once  written,  never  dies  I 

They  were  men  of  the  land  he  had  fought  to  save 
From  a  foreign  foe  that  had  crossed  the  wave, 
When  his  sunlit  youth  was  a  martial  song, 
And  shook  a  throne  as  it  swelled  along. 

They  were  sons  of  a  clime  whose  soft,  warm  breath 
Is  the  soul  of  earth,  and  a  life  in  death ; 
Where  the  Summer  dreams  on  the  couch  of  Spring, 
And  songs  of  birds  through  the  whole  year  ring; 

Where  the  falling  leaf  is  the  cup  that  grew 
To-  catch  the  gems  of  the  new  leafs  dew, 
And  the  winds  that  through  the  vine-leaves  creep 
Are  the  sighs  of  Time  in  a  pleasant  sleep. 

But  there  lurked  a  taint  in  the  clime  so  blest, 
Like  a  serpent  coiled  in  a  ring-dove's  nest. 
And  the  human  sounds  to  the  ear  it  gave 
Were  the  clank  of  chams  on  a  low-browed  Slave. 

The  Soldier  old,  at  his  sentry-post, 
Where  the  sun's  last  trail  of  light  is  lost, 
Beheld  the  shame  of  the  land  hie  loved, 
And  the  old,  old  love  in  his  bosom  moved* 

He  cried  to  the  land,  Beware !  Beware 
Of  the  syraboled  curse  in  the  Bondman  there  1 
And  a  prophet's  soul  in  fire  came  down 
To  Uve  in  the  voice  of  old  John  Brown. 

He  cried ;  and  the  ingrate  answer  <!ame 
In  words  of  steel  from  a  tongue  of  flame; 
They  dyed  his  hearth  in  the  blood  of  kin. 
And  his  dear  ones  fell  for  the  Nation's  Sin ! 

0  matchless  deed !  that  a  fiend  might  scorn; 
0  deed  of  shame !  for  a  world  to  mourn ; 
A  prophet's  pay  in  his  blood  most  dear, 
And  a  land  to  mock  at  a  Father's  tear ! 


la't  strange  that  the  tranquil  soul  of  age 
Was  turned  to  strife  in  a  madman's  rage  f 
Is't  strange  that  the  cry  of  blood  did  seem 
Like  the  roll  of  drums  in  a  martial  dream? 

Is't  strange  that  the  clank  of  the  Helot's  chain 
Should  drive  the  Wrong  to  the  old  man^s  brain, 
To  fire  his  heart  with  a  Santon's  zeal. 
And  mate  his  arm  to  the  Soldier's  steel  ? 

The  bane  of  Wrong  to  its  depth  had  gone, 
And  the  sword  of  Right  from  its  sheath  was  drawn, 
But  the  cabined  slave  heard  not  his  cry. 
And  the  old  man  armed  him  but  to  die. 

Te  may  call  him  mad  that  he  did  not  quail 
When  his  stout  blade  broke  on  the  unblestmaO; 
Te  may  call  him  mad,  that  he  struck  alone, 
And  made  the  land's  dark  Curse  his  own ; 

But  the  Eye  of  God  looked  down  and  saw 
A  just  life  lost  by  an  unjust  law ; 
And  black  was  the  day  with  God's  own  frown 
When  the  Southern  Cross  was  a  martyr's  Crown  I 

Apostate  clime !  the  blood  then  shed 
Fell  thick  with  vengeance  on  tliy  head. 
To  weigh  it  down  'neath  the  coming  rod. 
When  thy  red  hand  should  be  stretched  to  God. 

Behold  the  price  of  the  life  ye  took ; 
At  the  death  ye  gave  'twas  a  world  that  shook: 
And  the  despot  deed  that  one  heart  broke, 
From  their  slavish  sleep  a  million  woke ! 

Not  all  alone  did  the  victim  fall. 

Whose  wrongs  first  brought  him  to  yoar  thrall : 

The  old  man  played  a  Nation's  part. 

And  ye  struck  your  blow  at  the  Nation's  heart! 

The  freemen  host  is  at  your  door. 

And  a  voice  goes  forth  with  a  stem  " No  more!'* 

To  the  deadly  Curse,  whose  swift  redeem 

Was  the  visioned  thought  of  John  Brown's  dream. 

To  the  Country's  Wrong  and  the  Country's  stain. 
It  shall  prove  as  the  scythe  to  the  yielding  grab; 
And  the  dauntless  power  to  spread  it  forth 
Is  the  free-born  soul  of  the  chainless  North. 


From  the  East,  and  We.«t,  and  North  they  come, 
To  the  bugle's  call  and  the  roll  of  drum ; 
And  a  form  walks  viewless  by  their  side — 
A  form  that  was  bom  when  the  Old  Man  died  I 

The  Soldier  old  in  his  grave  may  rest, 
Afar  with  his  dead  in  the  prairie  West ; 
But  the  red  ray  falls  on  the  headstone  there, 
Like  a  God's  reply  to  a  soldier's  prayer. 

He  may  sleep  in  peace  'neath  the  greenwood  pall, 
For  the  land's  great  heart  hath  heard  hia  call; 
And  a  people's  Will  and  a  people's  Might 
Shall  right  the  Wrong  and  proclaim  the  Right 

The  foe  may  howl  at  the  fiat  just, 
And  gnash  his  fangs  in  the  trodden  dust ; 
But  the  battle  leaves  his  bark  a  wreck. 
And  the  Freeman's  heel  is  on  bis  track. 

Not  all  in  rain  is  the  lesson  taught. 
That  a  great  soul's  Di-cam  is  the  world's  NewThougiit; 
And  the  Scaffold  marked  with  a  death  sublime 
I  Ib  the  Throne  ordained  for  the  coming  tinae. 
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THE    COLOR    SERGEANT. 

BY   A.   D.   P.   RANDOLPH. 

You  say  that  in  every  battle 

No  soldier  was  braver  than  he, 
As,  aloft  in  the  roar  and  the  rattle, 

He  carried  the  flag  of  the  free : 
I  knew,  ah  !  I  knew  he*d  ne'er  falter, 

I  could  trust  him,  th^  dutiful  boy. 
My  Robert  was  wilful — ^but  Walter, 

Dear  Walter,  was  ever  a  joy. 

And  if  he  was  true  to  his  mother, 

Do  you  think  he  his  trust  would  betray, 
And  give  up  his  place  to  another, 

Or  turn  from  the  danger  away  * 
He  knew  while  afar  he  was  straying, 

He  felt  in  the  thick  of  the  flght, 
That  at  home  his  poor  mother  was  praying 

For  him  and  the  cause  of  the  right ! 

Tell  me,  comrade,  who  saw  him  when  dying, 

What  he  said,  what  be  did,  if  you  can ; 
On  the  field  in  his  agony  lying. 

Did  he  suffer  and  die  like  a  man  f 
Do  you  think  he  once  wished  he  had  never 

Borne  arms  for  the  right  and  the  true  ? 
JViiy,  he  shouted  Our  Country  forever  I 

When  he  died  he  vae  praying  for  you  t 

0  my- darling!  my  youngest  and  fairest, 
Whom  I  gathered  so  close  to  my  breast ; 

1  called  thee  my  dearest  and  rarest. 
And  thou  wcrt  my  purest  and  best  I 

I  tell  you,  0  friend !  as  a  mother. 
Whose  full  heart  is  breaking  to-day. 

The  Infinite  Father — ^none  other — 
Can  know  what  he's  taken  away ! 

I  thank  you  once  more  for  your  kindness. 

For  this  lock  of  his  auburn  hair : 
Perhaps  'tis  the  one  I  in  blindness 

Last  touched,  as  we  parted  just  there ! 
When  he  asked,  through  his  tears,  should  he  linger 

From  duty,  I  answered  him,  Nay : 
And  he  smiled,  as  he  placed  on  my  finger 

The  ring  I  am  wearing  to-day. 

I  watched  him  leap  into  that  meadow ; 

There,  a  child,  he  with  others  had  played ; 
I  saw  him  pass  slowly  the  shadow 

Of  the  trees  where  his  father  was  laid ; 
And  there,  where  the  road  meets  two  others. 

Without  turning  he  went  on  his  way : 
Once  his  face  toward  the  foe — not  his  mother's 

Should  unman  him,  or  cause  him  delay. 

It  may  be  that  some  day  your  duty 

Will  carry  you  that  way  again ; 
When  the  field  shall  be  riper  in  beauty. 

Enriched  by  the  blood  of  the  slain ; 
Would  you  see  if  the  grasses  are  growing 

On  the  grave  of  my  boy  ?     Will  you  see 
If  a  flower,  e'en  the  smallest,  is  blowing, 

And  pluck  it,  and  send  it  to  me? 

Don't  think,  in  my  grief,  I'm  complaining ; 

I  gave  him,  God  took  him,  'tis  right ; 
And  the  cry  of  his  mother  remaining 

Shall  strengthen  his  comrades  in  fight 
Not  for  vengeance,  to-day,  in  my  weeping, 

Goes  my  prayer  to  the  Infinite  Throne. 
God  pity  the  foe  when  he's  reaping 

The  harvest  of  what  he  has  sown  I 


Tell  his  comrades ^hese  words  of  his  mother: 

All  over  the  wide  land  to-day. 
The  Rachels  who  weep  with  each  other, 

Together  in  agony  pray. 
They  know  in  their  great  tribulation. 

By  the  blood  of  their  children  outpouredl, 
We  shall  smite  down  the  foes  of  the  Nation, 

In  the  terrible  day  of  the  Lord. 


THE   nSHERMAN  OF   BEAUFORT. 

B7  MRS.    FRANCES  D.    GAOI. 

The  tide  comes  up,  and  the  tide  goes  down, 

And  still  the  fisherman's  boat, 
At  early  dawn  and  at  evening  shade. 

Is  ever  and  ever  afloat : 
His  net  goes  down,  and  his  net  comes  up^ 

And  we  hear  his  song  of  glee, 
"  De  fishes  dey  hates  de  ole  slave  nets. 

But  comes  to  de  nets  of  de  free." 

The  tide  comes  up,  and  the  tide  goes  down, 

And  the  oysterman  below 
Is  picking  away,  in  the  slimy  simds, 

In  the  sands  ob  de  long  ago.* 
But  now  if  an  empty  hand  he  bears. 

He  shudders  no  more  with  fear. 
There's  no  stretching  board  for  the  aching  bones, 

And  no  lash  of  the  overseer. 

The  tide  comes  up,  and  the  tide  goes  down. 

And  ever  I  hear  a  song. 
As  the  moaning  winds,  through  the  moss-hung  oaks, 

Sweep  surging  ever  along. 
*'  0  massa  white  man  I  help  de  slave. 

And  de  wife  and  chillen  too, 
Eber  dev'Il  work,  wid  de  hard  worn  hand, 

£f  ell  gib  'em  de  work  to  do." 

The  tide  comes  up,  and  the  tide  goes  down. 

But  it  bides  no  tyrant's  word, 
As  it  chants  unceasing  the  anthem  grand 

Of  its  Freedom,  to  the  Lord. 
The  fisherman  floating  on  its  breast 

Has  caught  up  the  key-note  true, 
"De  sea  works,  massa,  for't  sef  and  God, 

And  so  must  de  brack  man  too. 

"  Den  gib  him*  de  work,  and  gib  him  de  pay, 

For  de  chillen  and  wife  him  love, 
And  de  yam  shall  grow,  and  de  cotton  shall  blow. 

And  him  nebber,  nebbcr  rove ; 
For  him  love  de  ole  Carlina  StaU«, 

And  de  ole  magnolia- tree : 
Oh  !  nebber  him  trouble  de  icy  Norf, 

Ef  de  brack  folks — am  go  free." 


THE    REVEILLE. 

BT  T.    B.    UART,   OF  SAN   PRANCISOO. 

Hark  t  I  hear  the  tramp  of  thousands, 

And  of  armed  men  the  hum ; 
Lo !  a  Nation's  hosts  have  gathered 
Round  the  quick  alarming  drum^ 
Saying,  "Come, 
Freemen,  come! 
Ere  your  heritage  be  wasted,"  said  the  quick  alarming 
drum. 

*  The  colored  people  uie  the  word  him  for  **  os,**  and  apply 
the  samj  pronoun  to  animate  and  inai^mate  ot|)eeta,  whaUier  of 
masouUiitt,  I'embiine,  or  ueuter  gender. 
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"  Let  roe  of  my  heart  takc^counsel ; 
War  is  not  of  life  the  sum ; 
Who  shall  stay  and  reap  the  harvest 
When  the  autumn  days  shall  come  ?" 
But  the  drum 
Echoed,  ''Come! 
Doath  shall  reap  the  braver  harvests/-  said  the  solemn 
sounding  drum. 

•*  But  when  won  the  coming  battle, 
Whatfof  profit  springs  therefrom? 
What  if  conquests — subjugation — 
Even  greater  ills  become  ?" 
But  the  drum  ' 

Answered,  "Come! 
Tou  must  do  the  sum  to  prove  it,'*  said  the  Yankee- 
answering  drum. 

**  What  if,  *mid  the  cannon's  thunder, 
Whistling  shot  and  bursting  bomb, 
When  my  brothers  fall  around  me, 
Should  my  heart  grow  cold  and  numb  ?" 
But  the  drum 
Answered,  "Come 
Better  there  in  deatl^nitcd,  than  in  lifo  a  recreant — 

come !" 

• 

Thus  they  answered — hoping,  fearing — 

Some  in  faith,  and  doubting  some, 
Till  a  trumpet-voice,  proclaiming, 
Said,  "  My  chosen  people,  come  !** 
Then  the  drum, 
Lo !  was  dumb, 
For  the  great  heart  of  the  Nation,  throbbing,  answered, 
"  Lord  !  we  come  1" 


THE    DEAD    DRUMMER-BOY. 

'Midst  tangled  roots  that  lined  the  wild  ravine, 

Where  the  fierce  fight  raged  hottest  through  the  day, 
And  where  the  dead  in  scattered  heaps  were  seen, 
Amid  the  darkling  forest\s  shade  and  sheen. 
Speechless  in  death  he  lay. 

The  setting  sun,  which  glanced  athwart  the  place 

In  slanting  lines,  like  amber-tinted  rain, 
Foil  sidewise  on  the  drummer's  upturned  face, 
Where  death  hah  left  his  gory  finger's  trace 
In  one  bright  crimson  stain. 

The  silken  fringes  of  his  once  bright  eye 
Lay  like  a  shadow  on  his  cheek  so  fair ; 
Ills  lips  were  parted  by  a  long-drawn  sigh, 
That  with  his  soul  had  mounted  to  the  sky 
On  some  wild  martial  air. 

No  more  his  hand  the  fierce  tattoo  shall  beat, 

The  shrill  reveille,  or  the  long  roll's  call, 
Or  sound  the  charge,  when  in  the  smoke  and  heat 
Of  fiery  onset,  foe  with  foe  shall  meet, 
And  gallant  men  shall  fall. 

Yet  may  be  in  some  happy  home,  that  one, 
A  mother,  reading  from  the  list  of  dead, 
Shall  chance  to  view  the  name  of  her  dear  son. 
And  move  her  lips  to  say,  "God's  will  be  done !'* 
And  bow  in  grief  her  head. 

But  more  than  this  what  tongue  shall  tell  his  story  f 

Perhaps  his  boyish  longings  were  for  fame ; 
He  lived,  he  died ;  and  so,  memento  mori — 
Buough  if  on  the  page  of  War  and  Glory 
Some  hand  has  writ  bis  name. 


THE    RED    STAIN    ON    THE   LEAVES. 

BY   O.    W.    BUNQAY. 

The  wood-bird's  nest  upon  the  bough 

Deserted  hang?,  and  heaped  with  leaves: 
Once  filled  with  life  and  jov,  but  now 

Sad  as  a  stricken  heart  that  grieves. 
Amid  the  light  of  such  a  scene, 

Where  silent  vales  and  hills  are  clad 
In  gayest  hues  of  gold  and  green, 

Why  should  the  human  heart  be  sad? 

Yet  sombre  thoughts  flit  through  the  mind, 

And  pass  unspoken  and  unsung. 
As  leaves,  touched  by  the  autumn  wind. 

Fall  from  the  twigs  to  which  tliey  duog. 
Here,  like  the  patriarch  in  his  dream, 

We  see  the  ladder  angels  trod. 
The  mountains  to  our  vision  seem 

To  lean  against  the  throne  of  God. 

The  vales  of  golden  mist  that  rise 

Over  the  woodlands  to  the  sea. 
Drop  where  the  gallant  soldier  lieSi 

Whose  furlough  is  eternity. 
Upon  the  leaves  now  sear  and  red, 

Thbt  once  were  flakes  of  fire  to  me^ 
I  see  the  blood  our  armies  shed. 

That  our  dear  country  might  be  frae. 


WAR   SONG. 

BY   WILLIAM  H.    a    HOSVXK. 

With  sword  on  thigh,  "  to  do  or  die,** 

I  march  to  meet  the  foe ; 
A  pirate  band  have  cursed  the  land. 

Then  deal  the  deadly  blow. 
To  Richmond  on,  and  write  upon 

Her  walla  the  words  of  doom ; 
Secession's  horde  from  Freedom's  sword 

Deserves  a  bloody  tomb. 

Sound,  bugle,  sound !  a  rally  round 

The  Star-flag  of  the  Free : 
Nursed  by  a  flood  of  generous  blood 

Was  Freedom's  sacred  tree. 
Accursed  by  God  in  dust  be  trod 

Rebellion's  hellish  horde ; 
The  fiends  to  tame  hearts  are  aflame 

With  cannon-peal  and  sword. 

'Tis  hard  to  leave  the  babes  that  grieve 

For  a  fond,  absent  sire ; 
His  cherished  wife,  charm  of  his  life, 

To  brave  the  battle's  fire ; 
But  duty  calls,  and  loudly  falls 

Our  war-cry  on  the  ear ; 
Our  banners  wave  above  the  brave 

Then  on !  and  know  not  fear. 


THE  VOLUNTEER'S  WIFE  TO  HER  HUSBAXD 

Don't  stop  a  moment  to  think,  John, 

Your  country  calls — then  go ; 
Don't  think  of  me  or  the  children,  John, 

I'll  care  for  them,  you  know. 
Leave  the  corn  upon  the  stalka,  John, 

Potatoes  on  the  hill. 
And  the  pumpkins  on  the  vines,  John-^ 

I'll  gather  them  with  a  wilL 
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Bat  take  your  gun  and  go,  John, 

Take  your  gun  and  go, 
For  Ruth  can  drive  the  oxen,  John, 

And  I  can  use  the  hoe. 

IVe  heard  my  grandsire  tell,  John, 

(He  fought  at  Bunker  Hill,) 
Hov  he  counted  all  his  life  and  wealth 

His  country^s  offering  still. 
Shall  we  shame  the  braye  old  blood,  John, 

That  flowed  on  Monmouth  plain  ? 
No  I  take  your  gim  and  go,  John, 

If  you  ne'er  return  again. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

Our  army^s  short  of  blankets,  Jo^n, 

Then  take  this  heavy  pair ; 
I  spun  and  wove  them  when  a  girl. 

And  worked  them  with  great  care. 
There's  a  rose  in  every  comer,  John, 

And  there's  my  name  you  see ; 
On  the  cold  ground  they'll  warmer  feel 

That  they  were  made  by  me. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

And  if  it  be  God's  will,  John. 

You  ne'er  come  back  again, 
I'll  do  my  best  for  the  children,  John, 

In  sorrow,  want,  and  pain. 
In  winter  nights  I'll  teach  them  all 

That  I  have  learned  at  school. 
To  love  the  country,  keep  the  hiws. 

Obey  the  Saviour's  rule. 
Then  toke  your  gun  and  go,  etc. 

And  in  the  village  church,  John, 

And  at  our  humble  board. 
We'll  pray  that  God  will  keep  you,  John, 

And  heavenly  aid  afford ; 
And  all  who  love  their  country's  cause 

Will  love  and  bless  you  too. 
And  nights  and  mornings  they  will  pray 

For  freedom  and  for  you. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc 

And  nowvgood  by  to  you,  John — 

I  «iannot  say  farewell ; 
We'll  hope  and  pray  for  the  best,  John ; 

God's  goodness  none  can  tell. 
Be  his  great  arm  around  you,  John, 

To  guard  you  night  and  day ; 
Be  our  be\ovcd  country's  shield, 

Till  the  war  has  passed  away. 
Then  take  your  gun  and  go,  etc 


LADY   WASHINGTON'S   LAMENTATION. 

DSCEMBKR,    1799.* 

When  Columbia's  brave  sons  called  my  hero  to  lead 

'em. 

To  vanquish  their  foes  and  establish  their  freedom, 

I  rejoiced  at  his  honor — ^my  fears  I  dissembled  ; 

At  the  thought  of  his  danger,  my  heart,  how  it  trem- 
bled: 

O  my  Washington  I  0  my  Washington  1  0  my  Wash- 

ington! 

All  was  hazardous. 

*  Copied  from  an  original,  January  9th,  1806,  and  presented 
by  a  lady  of  Richmond,  Va.,  to  Miss  Susan  McCain,  (Mri.  &  M. 
B«U,)  of  Lunenburg  County,  Virginia. 


The  contest  decided  with  peace  to  the  nation ; 
My  hero  retired  'mid  the  loud  acclamation 
Of  men  without  number,  and  praise  without  measure ; 
My  own  heart  exulted  in  transports  of  pleasure. 
0  my  happiness  I  0  my  happiness !  0  my  happinew ! 

How  precarious! 

Our  Freedom,  with  order,  by  Faction  rejected, 
A  new  Constitution  our  country  erected ; 
My  hero  was  raised  to  preside  over  the  Union, 
And  his  cares  intercepted  our  blissful  communion : 
0  my  happiness !  0  my  happiness !   0  my  happiness ! 

How  precarious ! 

Declining  the  trust  of  his  dignified  station. 
With  joy  to  the  seat  of  his  dear  estimation, 
Surrounded  with  honors,  he  humbly  retreated ; 
Sweet  hopes,  softly  whispered,  my  bliss  was  completed, 

0  my  happiness !  0  my  happiness !  0  my  happiness ! 

How  precarious  I 

When  the  pangs  of  disease  had  fatally  seized  him, 
My  heart  would  have  yielded  its  life  to  have  eased  him ; 

1  prayed  the  Most  High  if  for  death  Ife  designed  him, 
That  he  would  not  permit  roe  to  loiter  behind  him. 

0  my  Washington !  0  my  Washington !  0  my  Wash- 
ington! 

All  was  dubious. 

When  hope  was  all  fled,  and  I  saw  him  resigning 
His  soul  to  his  God  without  dread  or  repining, 
What,  my  heart,   were  thy  feelings,  lamenting,   ad- 
miring. 
To  see  him  so  nobly,  so  calmly  expiring  ? 
0  my  Washington !  0  my  Washington !  0  my  Wash- 
ington! 

Has  forsaken  us  I 

When  I  followed  his  corpse  with  grief  unconfined, 
And  saw  to  the  tomb  his  dear  relics  consigned, 
When  I  left  him  in  silence  and  darkness  surrounded, 
With  what  pangs  of  ffesh   anguish  my  bosom  was 

wounded. 
0  my  Washington !  0  my  Washington !  0  my  Wash- 
ington! 

Has  forsaken  us ! 

Eis  aspect  so  noble,  pale  grave-clothes  disfigured, 

And  his  conquering  arm  despoiled  of  its  vigor ; 

On  those  lips,  which  dropped  wisdom,  is  silence  im- 
posed. 

And  those  kind,  beaming  eyes  forever  are  closed. 

0  my  Washington !  0  my  Washington  !  0  my  Wash- 
ington! 

Has  forsaken  us ! 


THE  REBELLION. 


BT  PATID  BARKER. 


There's  a  law  of  compensation, 
And  a  law  of  retribution. 

For  each  mortal  and  each  nation. 
And  I've  seen  the  plain  solution. 

If  there's  truth  in  the  evangel. 
Then  the  old  recording  angel. 

By  that  law  of  compensation. 
And  that  law  of  retribution, 
(For  I've  seen  the  whole  solution,) 

Has  a  reckoning  with  this  nation. 
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REBELLION  RECORD,  1862-63. 


I  hare  seen  the  primal  ^itrj 
On  the  books  beyond  the  sentry, 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever. 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river, 
^    At  the  bridge  that  passes  over, 
At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover. 

On  a  midnight  dank  and  dreary, 

When  my  form  was  weak  and  weary 

Then  my*  spirit  left  its  dwelling, 

Left  it  in  another's  keeping ; 

In  the  kind  care  of  another, 

Of  a  loving  angel  brother. 

Who  had  left  his  earth-friends  weeping, 

And  had  crossed  the  river  swelling, 

But  had  found  a  passage  over — 

Found  a  backward  passage  over, 

Through  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover. 

And  had  made  another  entry 

On  the  shore  this  side  the  sentry, 

Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 

Oaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river. 

At  the  bridge  that  passes  over, 

At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover. 

As  my  spirit  made  its  entry 
On  the  shore  beyond  the  sentry. 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river, 
At  the  bridge  that  passes  over, 
At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover, 
There  I  met  the  writing  angel 
With  his  records  all  before  him, 
And  a  halo  hanging  o*er  him, 
With  his  books  named  in  the  evangeL 

With  an  anxious,  saddened  feeling 
Through  my  inner  spirit  stealing, 
Tum(  d  I  to  the  writing  angel, 
With  his  books  named  in  the  evangel. 
Just  to  learn  the  situation 
Of  our  struggling,  bleeding  nation ; 
Just  to  learn  this  from  the  entry 
On  the  books  beyond  the  sentry, 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river. 
At  the  bridge  that  passes  over, 
At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover. 

With  a  tear  the  angel  said  it : 
"  There*s  your  debt  and  there*s  your  credit^ 
Just  inspect  each  primal  eniry 
On  the  books  this  side  the  sentry, 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river." 

Turned  I  quick  aside  the  cover, 
And  I  glanced  the  pages  over, 
And  I  found  the  primal  entry 
On  the  books  beyond  the  sentry, 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  riv^. 
Was  before  the  old  embargo. 
When  the  Dutch  ship  with  her  cargo. 
Ploughed  her  keel  across  our  waters. 
With  her  fettered  sons  and  daughters, 
*Twas  a  charge  for  **  countless  terrors," 
And  the  **  middle  passage  horrors.'* 

Then  the  next  or  second  entry 
On  the  books  beyond  the  scntiy, 


Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  the  river, 
At  the  bridge  that  passes  over. 
At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover. 
Was  for  *^  walls  of  wives  and  mothen, 
And  for  sisters,  fathers,  brothers, 
When  the  auction-hammer  thundered 
That  all  kindred  ties  were  sandered.** 

Then  the  next  and  final  entry 
On  the  books  beyond  the  sentry, 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
(xaunt  and  grim  beside  the  rirer, 
At  the  bridge  that  passes  over, 
At  the  dark  bridge  with  the  cover, 
Was  for  **  proceeds  of  the  caigo, 
brought  before  the  old  embaigo," 
And  I  found  the  angel  had  it. 
With  each  mill  of  interest  added— 
But  we  pass  now  to  the  credit 
As  the  writing  angel  had  it 

Turned  I  then  again  the  cover. 
And  I  searched  the  pages  over, 
But  I  found  no  credit  entry 
On  the  books  beyond  the  sentry. 
Of  the  sentry  standing  ever 
Gaunt  and  grim  be»de  the  river; 
Then  I  gave  unto  the  angel 
All  his  books  named  in  the  evangd, 
When  a  deeper,  saddened  feeling 
Came  across  my  spirit  stealing ; 
But  the  angel  sternly  said  it — 
**  You  shall  have  your  honest  credit** 

**  When  your  land  is  filled  with  terrors 
Like  the  Middle  Passage  horrors, 
All  the  horrors  of  each  cargo 
Since  the  Dutch  keel  ploughed  your  watei^ 
With  her  sable  sons  and  daughters, 
Long  before  the  slave  embargo : 

'*  When  your  wails  of  wives  and  mothers, 
Of  your  sisters,  fathi:rs,  brothers, 
Shall  amount  through  all  your  sbagfakaf 
To  the  wails  of  sons  and  daughters, 
Of  the  sable  sons  and  daughters, 
Since  the  auction-hammer  thundefod 
That  all  human  ties  were  sundered : 

'*  When  the  proceeds  of  the  cargo. 
Brought  before  the  old  embai^jo— 
When  the  proceeds  as  you  had  it. 
With  each  mill  of  interest  added. 
Shall  be  squandered  in  your  slaughter^ 
'llid  your  wails  of  wives  and  dai^teiSi 
Ton  will  get  your  honest  credit  T 

Then  he  closed  the  opening  cover, 
When  again  I  crossed  the  river, 
By  the  sentry  standing  ever  « 
Gaunt  and  grim  beside  that  river; 
Then  my  spirit  sought  its  dwelling, 
Left  within  a  brother's  keeping, 
Of  an  angel  brother's  keeping. 
When  that  brother  left  my  dwellii^ 
And  recrossod  the  river  swelling, 
From  this  land  with  sorrow  bden, 
To  his  better  home  in  Aidena. 
ocptsinbcr,  lowlL 
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AbbeTtne,  Miss.,  fight  near,  D.    20 

CTacnated  by  the  rebels,  D.    21 

Abbott,  T.,  Lieut.  Com.,  report  of 

the  fight  off  Charleston,  Doc.  409 
Abolitionist,  a  Union  soldier,  P.  81 
"Abraham  Lincoln,"  by  W.  D.  Gal- 
lagher, P.  85 
Accomac,  Va.,  the  slaves  In,  P.  17 
Act  for  enrolling  the  National  forces 

passed,  D.  46,  49 

Adams,  Charlks  Fra5cis,  D.  48,  76 
Adams,  Grren,  nf  Ky.,  D.    59 

Adams,  Major,  First  N.T.  Cavalry,  D.  74 
Adelaide,  schooner,  captured,  D.  5 
**  Adventurer,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.    10 
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Alabama,  Governor   Shorter^s   ap- 
peal to  the  people  of,  Doc  290 
**  Alabama,"  schooner,  captured,  D.    64 
**Aldebaran,"  schooner,  capturedL,  D.    54 
Aldle.  Va.,  Union  raid  into,  D.    48 
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**  Alitia,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  28 
Alum  AN,    Amdkbw.     8e6   Porter's 
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••A  Loyal  Pigeon,"  anecdote  of,    P.    17 
American  Express  Company,  patri- 
otism of,  P.    9 
Amite  River,  La.,  fight  on,           D.    78 
Ammkn,  D.,  Com.,                       Doc.  605 
A  Mother's  Prayer,                        P.    21 
A  Mother's  Story,                            P.    14 
Amoky,  T.  I.  C,  CoL,  report  of  op- 
erations in  North-Carolina,  Doc.  257 
An    Appeal,   by    Oliver    Wendell 

nolmes,  P.    26 

A  National  Hymn,  by  Park  Bexv)a- 

min,  P.    29 

ABDiKflOif,  Obarlbb,  Col.,  D.    88 

report  of  the  battle  at  Lebanon, 
Tcun.,  Doc  886 
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Aimnsov,  Oao.  B.,  rebel,  death  of,  D.    4 
AaoBBfloM,  Gen.,  rebel.  iSM  Chancel- 

lorsvUle,  Doc  699 

AiiDBB.sotf,  P.,  Gen.,  rebel.         Doc.  170 
Akdrbw,  John  A.,  Gov.,  authbrized 

to  raise  colored  regiments,      D.    86 
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^^Anglia,"    steamship,  capture  of. 

Doc.    41 
Annandale,  Va.,  Unionbts  surprised 

at,  D.    46 

"  Anna,"  yacht,  captured,  D.    50 

"  Annie,"  steamship,  ran  the  block- 
ade, D.    75 
"  Annitf  Dees,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.    16 
"  Ann  Maria,"  schooner,  captared, 

D.    16 

Antietam,  Md.,  notice  of  the  battle 

of,  D.  2  ;  Doc.  18,  220 

an  incident  of.  P.    18 

loss  of  the  Fiftieth  Georgia  at,    P.    18 

the  trophies  of,  P.    29 

"Antona,"  account  of  the  capture 

of,  Doc.  845 

An  Union  Soldier,  no  Abolitionist,  P.    81 
Apache  Pass,  N.  BL,  rebel  account 

of  the  battle  of,  P.    20 

Apalachicola,  Fla.,  account  of   the 

Expedition  to.  Doc  1S6 

A  Patriotic  Parson,  P.    49 

''  Arbitrary  Arrests."    /Sm  Indiana, 

D.    88 
See  Gov.  Gurtin,  D.    45 

See  D.  A.  Malioney,  D.    45 

See  Valhindlgham. 
A  Recruiting  Rally,  P.    25 

**  Ariel,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  16 
"Ariel,"  U.  8.  mall  steamer,  cap- 
tured by  the  Alabama,  D.  28 
"  Aries  "  steamer  captured,  D.  58 
ArkadelpblAt  Ark.,  fight  at,  D.  46 
Arkansas,  CoL  Clayton's  raid  Into, 

Doc  601 
Arkansas  Cavalry,  first  loyal  regi- 
ment of.  Doc  568 ;  D.  40,    61 
first  Infantry  of,  Doc.  551 
Arkansas  Post,  Arlc,  ofllclal  reports 
of  the  battle  at.                   Doc  869 


rebel    account  of  the  battle  of. 
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destroyed  and  evacuated  by  the 

Unionists,  D. 

Armv  of  the  Cumberland  divided 

into  three  corps,  D. 

Army  of   the  Gulf,    Gen.  Butler's 

farewell  address  to.  Doc 

Gen.  Banks's  Address  to  the.  Doc 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  retreat  from 
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"  thanks  of  the  Nation  to,"         D. 

Gen.  Hooker  assumes   command 

of,  D. 

crosses  the  Rappahannock,       D. 
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and  Twelfth  corps  o^  D. 

second  attempt  of.  Doc 

Arnold,  Francis,  D. 

A  Romance  of  the  War,  P. 
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A  Strange  Story,  P. 

Athens,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D. 
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to,  D. 

Attwood,  Mrs.,  D. 

Auburn,  Tenn.,  scout  to,  D. 

fight  at,  D. 

Adgub,  C.  C,  Gen.  S»e  Port  Hud- 
son. 

Austin,  Miss.,  account  of  the  fight 
at.  Doc 

"Avenger,"  capture  of  the,  D. 

AvxBiLL,  W.  W.,  Gen.,  D.  11, 19,  49, 
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tured, D. 
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Bativ,  Lizzir  B.  H.,  p. 

Bates vllle,  Ark.,  descent  on,  D. 

Baton  Rouge,  La.,  occupation  of,  D. 
Fight  at.  Doc. 

Battle  Ode  to  Virginia,  P. 
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82 
25 
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42 
26 
223 
21 


Bataro,  Ororor  D.,  Brl((.-G«n.,  D.J2,  26 

17 


Bayou  Bontouca,  Ia.,  skirmish  at,  D 
Bayou  Sara,  La.,  destruction  of  rebel 
property  ai,  D. 

Bayou  Teche,  Ia,  report  of  the  fight 
at.  Doc. 

Official  report  of  the  operations  on 
the.  Doc. 

Bayou  Vermilion,  La.,  fight  at,      D. 
Bear  Creek,  Mo.,  skirmish  on,        D. 
Bear  River,  W.  T.,  account  of  the 
battle  of,  Doc. 

Colonel  Connor's  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of.  Doc. 
BiARD,  Olitrr  T..  Lieut -Col.,  report 
of  the  expedition  to  Doboy  River, 
Ga,,  Doc. 
notices  of,  D.  12, 18 
Beaufort,  N.  0.,  Union  meeting  In,  D.      6 
Biaurroaro,  O.  T.,  Miijor-Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  totUe  at  Poootallgo, 

Doc.    40 
orden   non-oombatanti  to  leave 

D.    IS 


61 

^9 

627 
65 
48 

401 

468 


200 


7. 1S68,                                 Doc.  616 

notice  of,                                     D.  49 

watering  his  horse  In  hell,           P.  11 
"Beauregard,**  rebel   steamer,  ran 

the  blockade,                           D.  76 
Bkhm,  C.  W.  F.,  Capt.,                   D.  28 
Belle  PUin,Va.,  expedition  to       D.  68 
Bell  River,  FUl,  salt-works  on,  de- 
stroyed,                                   D.  11 
Expe«1ition  up  the,                      D.  21 


"  Belle,**  steamer,  attempt  to  capture 
the,  D. 

Bxrjamih,  J.  P.,  circular  to  foreign 
consuls  in  reference  to  the  block- 
ade of  Texas,  D. 
notice  of,                                  Doc. 

Bbnjamin,  Park,  P.  14,  29 

Brntick,  Mr.    See  Charleston,  8.  C. 

Bkktok,  Wm.  O.,  Brig. -Gen.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 

Doc. 

Bemis  Landing,  La.,  expedition  from, 

D. 

Berkley,  Pa.,  draft  troubles  In,      D. 

Beriiu,  Md.,  skirmish  at,  D. 

Berrt,  W.  W.,  Lieut-Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Doc. 

Berry's  Ferry,  Va.,  fight  at,  D. 

Berrysville,  Va.,  Mt^ior  Keenan's  re- 

connnlssance  to,  D. 

reconnolssance  to,  D. 

fight  near,  D. 

Bkrtram,  Hrrrt,  Lieut -CoL  Twen- 
tieth Wis.,  report  of  the  battle 
of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,        Doc. 


49 


44 

411 


672 

76 

4 

20 

189 
74 

9 

18 
66 


Berwick's  Bay,  La.,  fight  near,  D. 
Berwick  City,  La.,  skirmish  at,  D. 
Bethel, Vt,  curious  proceedings  in,  P. 
Beverly,  Va.,  fight  at,  D. 

Big  Bear  Creek,  Mo.,  fight  at,  D. 
Big  Illll,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D. 

BiixiMci,   ,    Lieut -Col.    Third 

N.  U.  Vols.,  P. 

BiRCU,  Milton,  Capt,  D. 

report  of  his  expedition  into  Ar- 
kansas, Doc. 

BiRGB,  ,  Col.  Thirteenth  Conn., 

Doc.  44, 
Birxrt,  D.  B.,  Major-Gen.,  Doc. 
BiRXST,  William,  Lleut-Col.  Thirty- 
eighth  N.  Y.  8.  v..  Doc 
Black  Bayou,  Miss.,  fight  at,  D. 
Black  flag  advocated  by  rebels,  P. 
Black  River,  account  of  the  battle  of. 

Doc. 
Blackwater  Bridge,  Va.,  reconnols- 
sance to,  D. 
Blackwater,  Va.,  rebels  dispersed  at 
the,  D. 
skirmish  at.                              Doc. 
fight  near,  D. 
Blair,  F.  P.,  Oen.    See  Chickasaw 
Bluffs. 
See  "Arkansas  Post" 
Blakb,  R.  S.,  Lieut  Com.,             ^. 
report  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Hatteras,                               Doc. 
Blanoing,  J.  M.,  Ueut  Third  Rhode 
Island  Vols.,                         Doc 
Blandi.vo,  0.,  MiOor,  rebel.        Doc 
Blockade  Runners. .  See  Ciiarleston, 
S.  C. 
See  England. 
Blodgbtt,  Wrlls  H.,  Lieut,  exploit 
of,  P. 
Bloodgood,  E.,  Lieut -Col.,  account 
of  the  battle  of  Thompson*s  Sta- 
tion,                                     Doc. 
Bloomfleld,  Ind.,  Union  meeting  at, 

D. 

Bloomfleld,    Mo.,    rebel    guerrillas 

driven  out  of,  D. 

Adjutant  Poole's  descent  on,       D. 

Blount's  Mills,  N.  C.,  account  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc 

Blue  Spring,  Mo.,  fight  at,  D. 

Bluxt,  Jamrs  G.,  Brig.-  Gen.,  report 

of  the  battle  of  Old  Fort  Wayne, 

Doc 
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25 
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his  order  in  reference  to  attorney 

and  war  claim  agenU,  D.   tS 

official  report  of  the  battle  of  Prai- 
rie Grove,  Ark.,  Doc    W 
See  Van  Buren,  Ark.,  Doc  SOT 
Report  of  the  battie  of  Cane  Htn, 

Doc  168 
notices  of,  D.  19, 88,29, 4S 

Blyth,  OoL,  rebeL    See  Rebel  Bsi^ 

baritiea. 
Blvtbr's  rebel  cavalry,  D.    O 

"  Bob  White's  Cavalry,"  D.    29 

BofLRAD,  A.  D.,  D.  40. 43 

BoKRR,  Gkorgr  n.,  *     P.  86, 60 

Bolivar  Heights,  Va.,  Union  pickets 

at,  attacked,  D.    U 

Bolivar,  Tenn.,  fights  near,  D.  46,  K ; 

Doc.  2S1 
Bombardment  of  Vlcksburgh,  dedi- 
cated to  Gen.  Earle  Van  Dom,  P.    41 
BoxHAM,  M.  L.,  Gov.  of  South-Csro- 

Una,  message  o^  April  8,      Doc  509 
"Boonevllle,"  his    accoont  of  the 

battie  of  Cane  HUI,  Doc  131 

Boston,. Mass.,  drafting  commenced 
In,  D.     t 

bounty  raised  In,  D.     4 

Union  Club  organised  In,  D.    CI 

excitement  In,  at  the  departore  of 
the  Fifty-fourth  colored  rodmestu 

D.    T« 
"Boston    Transcript,"    aoooont  of 

Foster's  expedition.  Doc  191 

BOTT:!,  Jamks  C,  D.    S6 

Roi'RRR,  Thomas,  Doc  SOO 

Bow  KM,  JoHR  S.,  Oen.,  D.    00 

Boyd,  8.  H.,  Col.  Twenty-foorth  Mis- 
souri Volunteers,  Doc  98 
BoTLS,  J.  T.,  Brig.-Gen.,  Doc  803 ;  D.  81 
BoYLR,  Jour,  Ninth  Kentucky  Caval- 
ry, D.  1 
Bradlrt,  Amos,  Doc  500 
Bradlky,  Charlrs,  Doc  SCO 
Bradyville,  Tenn.,   accoant  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc  488 

Bragq,   Braxtow,  Gen.,  official  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Stone  lUver, 

Doc  1€S 
official  report  of   Btreigbt's  raid 

through  Georgia,  Doc  59 

report  on  the  surrender  of  Harts- 

ville,  Tenn.,  Doc  844 

letter  to  Gen.  Rosecrana,  D.    84 

retreat  of  the  army  oC;       •        D.     T 

notice  of,  D.     t 

"  Bragg's  last  order  to  Tllieeler,^  P.    8S 

Bra  INK,  D.  L..  Caut  U.S.N.,  D.    10 

Braxnan,  J.  M.,Gen.,  D.     6 

AtPocotaligo  S.G.  Doc   84 

Ste  Jacksonville,  Fla. 

notice  of,  D.     % 

Brashear  City,  La.,  account  of  the 

battle  at.  Doc  174 

"  Brave,"  sloop  captnred,  D.   SS 

Brayman,  M.,  Brig -Gen.,  his  order  vt 

December  4,  Doc  SO 

"  Break  o*  Day,"  capture  of  the,    D.    80 
Breathitt  Co.,  Ky.,  rebels  captured 

in.  D.    04 

Brbcxrmridgr, ,  Capt,  rebd  Sec- 
ond Virginia  cavalry,  D>tc.  460 
BaxcKiNRiOGK,  Joan  C,  Gen.    See 

Stone  River,  Doc  160 

Brrckirridqr,  W.  G.  P.,  Ool.,  rel«l. 

Doc.  466;  D.4f 
Brrckirriimsr,  W.  BL  U.,  CoL,  Doc  78 
Brbisr.  Johr.  Dnc  500 

Brentville,  Tenn.,  official  report  of 

the  battie  near.  Doc  8ii 

Brentwood,  Tenn  ,  narrative  of  the 

surrender  at.  Dor.  V\ 

"  Brilliant,"  schooner,  captured,    D.    21 
BRi$rrow,  Bknj.  II.,  Col.,  D.    tf 

"  BritannU,"  steamer,  ran  the  block- 
ade, D.    55 
British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slavery  So- 
ciety,                                    D.  11^  70 
British    Consul  leaves   Charlcslon, 

S.  C,  D.     4 

"British  Consnlar  Gaarda**at  Mo> 

bile,  Ala.,      •  D.    9 

British  House  of  Commons,  debate 
on  Charleston  blockade,         JDl   40 
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debate  on  the  privateer  AIabama,D.  58 
British  Parliament,  debate  on  Am- 
erican cruisers,  D.  67 
Britton's  Lane,  Tenn.,  fiKht  at,  Doc.  222 
Broad  Run,  Vsl,  rebel  raid  near,  D.  69 
BaoADT,  K.  A.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of 
the   battle  of  Ghancellorsville, 

Doc.  588 
Bbooks,  W.  S.,   Lieut.  Ninete^th 
Iowa  Ri^ment,  P.    18 

Bboou, ,  Col.  Fifty-Third  Penn- 

syWania  Volunteers,  Doc.  199 

BaouGHAM,  Lord,  D.    76 

Bbowk,  C.  L.,  Lieut.,  rebel,  P.      6 

Baowx,  E.  B.,  Brig.-Oen.,        P.  25 ; 

D.  82;  Doc.  850 
Baowsr,  Oeorgb,  U.S.N.,  report  of 
the  capture  of  the  "  Indiannia,'* 

Doc,  428 
'Bnowv,  JoflBPH  E.,  Got.  of  Georgia, 

message  of,  November  18,    Doc.  194 
appeal  to  the  planters  of  Georgia, 

^^^  Doc.    57 

orders  troops  to  the  aid  of  Beau- 
regard, D.    49 
Proclamation  In  reference  to  de- 
serters and  itragglers,  D.    77 
notice  of,                                    D.    57 
Baowx,  Lieut.  First  Rhode  Island 

Cavalry,  Doc.  459 

Baows,  Nbiix  8.,  D.    71 

BcBLL,  D.  C,  BIsjor-Gen.,  removed 
from  his  command,  D.  8,  8,  9 

D.    18 


BccHANAX,  Jambs, 
BocHANAM,       Com.,  account  of  the 
death  of,  Doc. 

Buck,  Jamu.    See  Medals  of  Honor. 
BacKVBa,  8.  B.,  rebel  Gen.,  D. 

BoFOiin,  John,  Gen.,  Doc. 

Bull  Run,  Va.,  bridge  burned  at,  D. 
Bull  Run  Bridge,  Va.,  rebel  descent 
on,  D. 

BcxGAV,  Gbobgb  W.,  p.  84,  64 

BuaBRiDGB,  S.  G.,  Brig. -Gen.,     Doc.  861 
Bureau  of  colored  troops,  established 
in  the  United  States,  D. 

BoRGawTN,  Col,  rebel,  •  D. 

BVBKB,  the  guerrilla,  D. 

Burlington,  N.  J.,  Union  meeting  at, 

D. 
Bomlng  Springs,  Ta.,  rebel  depreda- 
tions at,  D. 
BvRiis,  W.  W.,  Gen.,                  Doc, 
Burnt  Ordinary,  Va.,  fight  near,    D. 
BcBNSiDB,  A.  E..  Gen.,  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, D. 
oflacial  report  of  the  battle  of  Fred- 
erlcksburgh,  Va.,                   Doc 
second  attempt  of,  to  cross  the 
Rappahannock,                    Doc 
notices  of,             D.  15,  24,  26,  88 ; 

Doc.  179, 490 

BvscBBBCK, 1  OoL    8e6  Chancel- 

lorsville,  Va.,  Doc. 

Bern,  A.  K.,  Capt.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Murfreesboro,        Doc. 

Bushwhackers  captured.  Doc 

Bushwhacking   and   the  black  flag 

advocated  by  rebels,  P. 

Bute  4-la-Rose,  La.,  account  of  the 

capture  of,  D. 

••But  God  is  over  alL**     By'M.  H. 

Cobb,  P. 

Bntler,  Bates  Co.,  Mo.,  fight  near,  D. 

BuTLBR,  Bbxjamix  F.,  Mi^or-Gencral, 

report  of  the  battle  of  Labadie- 

ville,  Doc 

order  confirming  the  Confiscation 

Act,  Doc 

order  in  reference  to  negroes,     D. 

continues  the  order  of  Gfen.  Lovell, 

D. 
order  assessing  rebels,  D. 

Ilarewell  address  to  the  Army  of  the 
Gulf,  Doc.  269;  D. 

address  to  the  people  of  New-Or- 
leans, Doc 
ten  thousand  dollars  offered   for 
him,  dead  or  alive,  D. 
outlawed  by  Jeff  Dafis,           Doc 
rebel  notice  of  Us  confiscation  or- 
der, P.    86 
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hatred  of  the  rebels  for,  P.    82 

Theo.  Winthrop's  opinion  of,      P.    8S 
epigram  on,  P.    10 

notices  of,  D,  14,  87 ;  P.    60 

Btrxbs,  Jamks,  doc  600 


Cacapon  Bridge,  Va.,  skirmish  at,  D.      1 
"  Cairo,"  account  of  the  destruction 

of  the  steamer,  Doc.  258 

Caldwell,  Johx  C,  Ckn.,  Doc  564 

Caldwell,  "JiJi,"  D.    62 

Calhoun,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D.    15 

Calhoun,  W.  H.,  D.    47 

California,  rebels  in,  '     D.  55,  71 

cavalry  arrived  from,  D.    64 

Gen.  Wright's  proclamation  in,  D.    60 

volunteers.  Doc  468 

S66  Bear  River. 

Calliodz, ,  Capt,  colored,      D.    78 

"  Calypso,"  steamer,  ran  the  block- 
ade, D.    66 
Gambron,  Crarlib  S.,  Capt  Ninth 

Illinois  Ctivalry,  D.    65 

Camp  Jrickson,  Ho.,  anniversary  of 

attack  on,  D.    72 

Camp  Moore,  La.,  fight  at,  D.    78 

Candt,  Charles,  Col.,    D.  29  ;*Doc  805 
Cane  Hill,  Ark.,  official  reports  of  the 

battle  of,  Doc  182 

Oanmom,  Wiluam,  Gov.  of  Delaware, 

D.    64 
proclamation  of  Mareh  11,  1863, 

Doc.  446 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  reports  of  the 

battle  at.  Doc.  562 

Carbondale,  Pa.,  draft  troubles  in,  D.      4 
'*  Carleton's  "  description  of   Dahi- 
gren*s  reconnoissance.         Doc.  180 
his  account  of  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  Doc  694 

Carun,  CoL,  expedition  to  Chirkes- 

vllle,  Tenn.,  D.    17 

"  Caroline,"  steamer,  captured,     D.      8 
Carpet  clothing  used  at  the  South,  P.    17 
Carr,  E.  a..  Gen.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Port  Gibson,  Doc.  568 
Carroll,  8.  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Chancellorsville,   Doc.  560 
Carroth,     Lieut-Col.     Thirty-fifth 

Massachusetts  Regiment,     Doc.  196 

Carrdth,  — ,  Capt,  his  battery,Doc.  5>35 

Camville,  Va.,  skirmish  near,       D.      8 

fights  near,  D.    74 

a  serious  mistake  near,  D.    75 

Cartbr,  G.  W.,  Col.,  rebel, 

D.  20 ;  Doc.  662 
Caktbh,  Samuel  P.,  Gen.,  D.    82 

expedition  of,  to  East-Tennessee, 

Doc  822 
notices  of,  D.  8p,  69 

Carthage,   Tenn.,   rebel  camp  sur- 

pri.<<M  near,  D.    79 

Case,  Charlbs,  D.    60 

Caskt,  S.,  Gen.,  D.    50 

Cassioy,  Michael,  Col.  Sixth  N.  Y. 

8.  v..  Doc  640 

Catahoula,  steamer,   attacked   by 

rebels,  D.    6 

Cathcart,  Charles  W.,  D.    50 

Catherwood,  Col.,  D.    11 

Catholics,  Bishop  of  Ohio  denounces 
the  Knighto  of  the  Golden  Circle, 

D.  TO 
Cstlett's  Station,  Va.,  fight  at,  D.  88 
*'  Caucasian,"  the,  suppressed.  D.  72 
Ctedar  Co.,  Mo.,  rebel  barbarities  in, 

D.    66 
Central  Mississippi  Railroad  destroy- 
ed by  the  Nationals,  Doc.  281 
Cbsxola,  8.  P.  D.,  Col.,  report  of 

StahePs  reconnoissance,      Doc  208 
Chalmers,  Gen.,  rebel.    5m  Austin, 

Miss. 
Chambersbnrgh,  Pa.,  rebels  enter, 

D.  1 ;  Doc    1 
excitement  in,  D.    14 

CHAMBLifti,  T.  El,  rebel,  P.    82 

Champion  Hill.  Misa.,  oflicial  reports 

of  the  battle  at.  Doc  616 

OhancellorsvlUe,  Va.,  reports  of  the 
battfo  o^  Doo.  679 
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plans  of  the  battle  of. 

Doc.  691,  694,  60ft 
Portland  Press  account  of,  Doc  591 
*' CarIeton*s  "  account.  Doc  694 

Secretary  Stanton's   despatch   In 
reference  to,  D.    T8 

Chantllly.  Va.,  battle  of,  Doc.  819 

Chapel  Hill,  Tenn.,  fight  near,       D.    51 
CiiAPiM,  Gen.    5m  Port  Hudson. 
Chafmak,  a.  B.,    Ueut.-Col.  Fifty- 
seventh  New  York,  Doc.  198 
"  Chapman,"  schooner,  seised,      D.    66 
"  ChMrleston    Mercury "    advocates 

"  partisan  warriors,"  D.    Tl 

Charleston,  S.  C,   non-combatants 
ordered  to  leave,  D.    19 

people  of,  contribute  lead  pipes,  D.  80 
people  of,  return  to  the  city,  D.  85 
steamers  run  the  blockade  of,  D.  4A 
debate  in   the  British  House   of 

Commons  on  the  blockade  at,  D.  4ft 
price  of  bread  advanced  in,  D.  48 
a  rebel  steamer  destroyed  near,  D.  7ft 
reports  of  the  naval  fights  off. 

Doc  40T 
rebel  reports  of.  Doc  419 

Charlestown,  VaL,  occupation  of,  D.  4, 14 
fight  near,  D.    81 

Union  pickets  captured  and  recap- 
tured in,  D.    74 
Charlotte,   Tenn.,   rebels  captured 

nenr,  D.    44 

Chase,  Salmon  P.,  D.    87 

report  on  sales  of  cotton,  D.    47 

Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  snow-storm  at 

D.    8 
Cheatham,  Wm.  S.,  Gen.,  rebel,  Doc  174 
"  Chenango,"  gunboat,  launched,  D.    66 
Cherokee  Indians,  repeal   of  ordi- 
nance of  secession,  D.    60 
"  Cherokee,"  steamer,  captured,    D.    71 
Chicago,  III.,  Union  meeUng  at,     D.    68 
Chicago  "  Times,"  suppressed,  D.  44, 78 
suppression  of,  rescinded,           D.    47 
'*  Chicago  Journal."  account  of  the 
Vattle  of  Piairle  Grove,  Ark., 

Doc    74 
Chickasaw  Bayou,  Miss.,  reports  of 

the  battle  at,  Doc  819 

Chickasaw  Bluffs,  Miss.,  fight  at. 

Doc  880 
rebel  reporU  ofthebaUIe  of.  Doc.  829 
Chickerino,  Thob.  E..  Col.,  expedi- 
tion of,  into  Louisiana,        Doc  084 
notice  of,  D.    68 

Choctaw  Indians  captured  nearPon- 

chatoula.  La.,  D.    TO 

Chuckatuck,  Va.,  reconnoissance  to, 

D.    08 
fight  at,  D.    07 

CnoRCHtLL, ,  Gen-,  rebel    Se4 

Arkansas  Post,  Doc  878 

Cincinnati,  Ohio,  Union  meeting  at, 

D.    48 
"  Chuciivnati,"  gunboat,  account  of 

the  destruction  of,  D.    78 

"Clara,"  rebel  schooner,  ran   the 

blockade,  D.    67 

Clarendon,  Ark.,  fight  near,  D.    8ft 

'*  Clarita,"  schooner,  captured       D.    87 
Clark,  F.  S.,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Ponchatoula,  La.,       Doc  479 
Clarkson,  Mo.,  expedition  to,  D.    8 

Clat,  Jab.  B.,  D.    4ft 

Clatbrook, ,  Col.,  rebel,        D.    09 

Clattom,  Powbll,  Col.,  account  of 

his  raid  into  Arkansas,        Poc  001 
Clbbprn,  p.  R..  Brig. -Gen.,  rebeL 

See  Stone  River. 
CLEKPJNrR,  D.  R.,  Col., 
Cllftoijf  Tenn.,  cabtured, 
Clinomam,  Brig. -Gen.,  rebel, 
Clinton,  La«,  skirmish  near, 
Cloud,  W.  F.,  Mi^Jor,  Kanaaa  Second 
Regt.  Doc 

Clukb,  Lb  Ror,  rebel,  his  expedition 
through  Kentucky,  D. 

defeated  at  liektown,  Kj.,         D. 
notice  of,  D. 

Clubbebt,  Gostavb  p.,  Brlf.-GtiL, 

Coastwise  InterooorM^  D. 

0obb,M.U.,  p. 


D. 

D. 

Dot. 

D. 


18 
4T 


REBELLION  RECORD: 
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OOBB,  T.  R.  R.,  G«n.,  rebel,  P.    4j 

C08DRX,  John,  Col.    <Se«  Thompson 

SUtion,  Doc.  489 :  D.  fiS 

CocHR  Ml B,  Jamks  R.,  the  death  of,  P.    18 
CocuBANE,  John,  Gen.,  resii^ned  his 
command  In  the   army  of  the 
Potomac,  D. 

Coffee vlllc,  Miss.,    account   of  the 
flglit  near,  Doc. 

occupied  by  the  Nationals,         D. 
Ooldwater,  Miss.,  flglit  on  the,       D. 
Oolonel  Lee*s  reconnolssance  to. 

Doc. 

Cbid  Knob,  Va.,  fight  at,  D. 

official  report  of  the  expedition  to. 

Doc. 
CoIes*B  Island,  S.  0„  account  of  the 
occupation  of,  Doc. 

Oolonixation.    8e€  Ell  Thayer. 
Colored   Regiments,  Governor   An- 
drew authorised  to  raise,         D. 
6e€  South  Carolina  loyal  colored 

volunteers. 
Be€  Shawnee  Creek. 
Bee  Massachusetts, 
bureau  for,  established,  D. 

notices  of,  D.  79 ;  Doc. 

OOLQiMTT,   y    Col.,    Forty-sixth 

Georgia  Vols.,  Doc. 

OOLTOB,  Pktbb,  Doc. 

CoLviN,  D.  A.,  Lieut.,  D. 

Columbia,  Mo.,  rebel  camp  destroyed 
near,  D. 

Columbus,  C,  Yallandigbam  circu- 
lara  in,  D. 

"  Crisis,"  destruction  of  the  oflice 
of,  D. 

••  Come,  Mist,  my  boys,  enlist,"       P. 
Conilte  River,  La.,  bridges  over,  de- 
stroyed, D. 
Commerce,    Tenn.,    occupied    by 
rebels,                                       D. 
Commerce,  Miss.,  destruction  of,  D. 
Commercial  intercourse,  D. 
Concordia,  Ark.,  destruction  of,     D. 
Confederate  currency,  legal  tender 
of  the,  D. 
Confederate.    See  Rebel  D. 
Connecticut,  Legi.ilature  of,  sustain- 
ed President  Lincoln,  D. 
Connecticut    Volunteeers,    Seventh 
Regk  of. 
See  Bayou  Teche,  La. 
Bm  Pontchatoula,  La. 
Bee  Fredericksburgb, 
Second  Battery  of, 
Biglith  Regt.  of. 
Twelfth  R^.  of. 
Thirteenth  Regt.  of, 
Twenty-third  Regt.  of, 
Cobxor,  p.  K.,  Col.,  report 


60 

285 
2fi 
65 

169 

18 

201 

4S7 


87 


76 
800 

40 

600 

44 

87 

77 

68 
84 

58 

6 
26 
CO 
28 

88 
86 

27 


Doc.    88 


Doc 
D. 
D. 

Doc. 

Doc. 

D. 

of  the 


90 
8 
66 
45 
44 
16 


battle  of  Bear  River,  W.  T., 

Doc.  468 
CosxoB,  ?.  8.,  Acting  Ueut.,  D.  41 
COMRAD,  C.  M.,  of  La.,  D.    68 

OoxROv,  Edward,  Lieut.  Com.,    *  D.      8 
Report  of  the  capture  of  the  Scotia 
and  Anglia,  Doc.    41 

Confiscation    in   Tennessee.     Gov. 

Johnson's  proclamation.         Doc.  482 
Qeneral  Butler*s  Order  confirming. 

Doc.  190 
See  Benjamin  J.  Butler. 
Conscription  Act  passed,  D.    46 

President  Lincoln's  Proclamation 

on.  Doc.  611 

opposed  by  the  Richmond  Whig, 

D.    10 
rebel,  in  the  States  of  Kentucky 

and  Missouri  suspended,         P.    28 

rebel  in  Tennessee,  D.      6 

In  Georgia,  constitutional,         D.    16 

ootfteti.  D.  t5;40 

Odohe,  ERABTtrs,  Ooi.,  D.    14 

Coox,  Datus  E.,  M'Oor  Second  Iowa 

Cavalry,  Doc.  274 

COOPKB,  S.,  ret>el  A^jt.-Oen.,  order 
in  reference  to  rebel  officers  in 
battle,  P.    80 

CocKB,JonxN.  4  Co.,  D.    86 

G»RBIN,  Wm.,  D.     78 

OORBiM,  Wn.  F.,  D.    69 

COBOURAM,  M.,  Oeo.,      •      D.  47,  63,  77 
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See  Deserted  House. 
Co  inth,  Miss.,  skiroiisb  near,        D.    84 
fight  at.  Doc.  222 

CoRXVX,  F.  M.,  Col.,  left  Corinth, 
Miss.,  D.    77 

account  of  bis  expedition  to  Ala- 
bama, Doc.  422 
returns  f^om   his  ndd  into  Ala- 
bama, D.    79 
notices  of,               D.  48,  71 ;  Doc.  422 
Cottage  Grove,  Tenn.,  fight  at,       D.    66 
Cotton.    See  Hiram  Barney. 
an  obfftiicle  to  "  Confederate  Inde- 
pendence," D.    C2 
"Cotton  Burners."    See  Ccl.  Cush- 

man,  D.    48 

Cotton  Creek,  Fla.,  rebels  captured 

at,  D.    9 

Cottonwood  Landing,  Tenn.,  fight  at, 

D.    49 
Coccn.  D.  M.,  Gen.,  D.    15 

Cove  Creek,  N.  C,  fight  at,  D.    16 

Covington,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D.    68 

CoxBTTRR,  L.  M.,  Capt,  D.  56,  76 

Crabb,  B.,  Col.,  Report  of  the  attack 

on  Springfield,  Mo.,  Doc.  846 

Cbaio,  C.  a..  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chancellorsville,         Doc.  5S3 
Crampton's  Pass,  the  battle  of,  Doc    11 
Cravrn,  Col.,  rebel,  D.      8 

Crawfon)  County,  Mo.,  account  of 

the  rebel  raid  in.  Doc  249 

"  Crasy  Delawares,"  the,  P.    49 

"  Crasy  Jane,"  ship  captured,       D.    72 
"  Crenshaw,"  schooner  captured,  D.      8 
Cressv,  T.  R.,  report  of  the  opera- 
tions of  the  Second  Minnesota 
Vols.,  Doc  216 

Cripple  Creek,  Tenn.,  fight  near,  D.    74 
*'  Crisis,"  Columbus,  O.,  suppressed, 

D.    78 

Crittrmdrx,  T.  L.,  MaJ.-Gen.,       D.    88 

See  Stone  River,  Doc  118 

Crockicr,  Gen.,  Doc  618,  614 

Crockbr,  Frkdxrick,  Acting  Master 

U,  8,  N.,  D.      8 

report  of  operations  in  Texas,  Doc    88 

Crockett,  John  W.,  of  Ky.,  D.    89 

Crovtoh,  Robxbt  £.,  Capt.  U.  8.  Inf. 

D.    60 
Crook,  Grorgb,  Gen.,  D.    67 

Cross  Hollows,  Ark.,  accounts  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc    60 

Crowder,  Lieut.,  colored,  D.    78 

"  Crown  Point,"  ship,  burned,       D.    74 

Ckugbr, y  Capt,  Third  Va.  Vols., 

loyal,  D.      7 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss.,  destroyed,  D.    78 
"  Cuba,"  reliel  steamer  destroyed,  D.    74 
Cumberland    River,  destrucUon   of 
steaml)oats  on,  D.    68 

Lieut.  Com.  Fitch's  report  of  ope- 
rations on  the.  Doc  660 
CuiCMiXGS,  H.  J.  B.,  Col.,  report of'the 
battle  of  Parker's  Cross  Roads, 
Tenn..  Doc  831 
CuMMiKs,  Gen.,  rebel.  D.    61 
Currency.    See  Confederate  curren- 
cy, D.    88 
small  change  scarce  in  the  North, 

D.  48 
See  U.  S.  legal  tender  note,  D.  85 
See  rebel  Treasury  notes,  D.    49 

See  National  Banks,  D.    69 

noticed,  D.    61 

Current  River,  Mo.,  skirmish  near,  D.    21 
CuRTiN,  A.  G.,  Gov.,  message  of  Feb. 
12, 1868,  Doc  421 

authorised  to  permit  drafted  mili- 
tia to  become  volunteers,        D.      8 
notice  of,  D.    45 

Curtis,  8.  R.,  Major-Gen.,  Doc  251 

rapid  marches  of  the  troops  of,   P.    81 
rep'^rt   of  the   battle   of  Prairie 

Grove,  Ark.,  Doc    66 

notices  of,  D.  21,  60,  77 

Curtis,    Grrklt,   Uent-CoL    First 

Mass.  Cavalry,  Doc.  469 

"  Curtis's  HorM,"  the  surprise  of  the, 

P.    20 
CuwiKO,  W.  B.  Capt,  D.  17,  82 

report  of  the  expedition  up  New* 
River,  N.  C,  Doc.  181 


report  of  the  light  on  the  Nsme^ 
mnnd  River,  Va.,  I>«k.  5M 

CusBMAB,  ,  Col.,  the    "eoUrn 

burner,"  D.   4S 

Cypress  Bend,  MIbb.,  attack  on  steun- 
•ral,  D.  « 


DARLGBor,  Uliiic,  Cap!.,  reeoBoids- 
lance  to  Fk«derkkabaigh,  Vs., 

Dflc.  11 
See  StahePs  reonnn<rfaianee,    Doc  fl 


Dakdt,  G.  F.  B.,  CoL, 
Damikls,  N.  U.,  Col., 
re|>ort  of  the  fight 

goula,  Mlsa., 
Danville,    Ky.,  amnraBitlon 

captured  near. 
Da  Pomtr,  Dvrakt,  notke  of; 
Da  ROAR,  E.  L.,  of  Alabama, 
''  Dart,"  schooner,  captured. 


D. 

PSMS- 

DocSe 
wagoo 
D. 
P. 
D. 
D. 


41 


M 
41 
41 


1 

41 
U 
13 
DavkRpokt,  H.  K.,  Commander,  Doc.  M 
DAVimoN,  J.  W.,  Brig.-Oen.,     D.  42,  0 
forbids  the  sale  of  certain  newspa- 
pers in  his  depnrtment,  D.  7) 
Davis,  Chas.  A.,  Chaplain,           D.   17 
Davi!!,  H.,  Lieut.  Com.,  report  00 

Stonemao's  Raid,  Doe.  M 

Davis,  J.  O.,  Ueut.  Com.,         Doc  5u$ 
Davis,  JErFBR90ir,indorsed  by  North- 
Carolina.  D.   9 
what  shall  be  done  for  him,       P.   19 
early  history  of,  P.   M 
proclamation  outlawing  Geo.  Bat- 
ter,                                      Doc  291 
Fast  Proclamation  of,               D.   lA 
message  of,  Jan.  12, 1868,       Dor.  ^4 
address  to  the  people  of  the  Sooth. 

April  10,  Doc  511 

speech  before    the  Legislakonr  of 

Mississippi,  Dec.  26,  IStt,   Doc  04 
noUces  of,  Doc.  2 ;  D.  25, 27,  S».  3S. « 
Davis,  Jkft.  C,  Oen.,  D. 

Davis,  JonB.  <Se«  Medals  of  Honor. 
Davis,  — ,  Col.,  at  Camp  Moore,  U^ 

D. 

Davis's  Mills,  Miss.,  fight  al,        D. 

Official  Report  of  the  fight  at.  Doc 

Dawsok, ,  Capt.,  rebel,         D. 

captumi,  D. 

Dawsob,  Gbo.  W.,  Major,  Report  of 

the  battle  of    Chanccllorsrine, 

Dec9» 

Dead  soldiers,  the  burial  o^  wu 

Richmond,  P.    T 

Db  Coubcbt,  J.,  CoL,  Doc  SSO.  8fl 

Deer  Creek,  Miss.,  light  at,  D.   f4 

Db  F0BBB8T, ,  CoL,  .  D.  W,  ^ 

Db  Hcrr.  J.  a  A.,  Capt,  D.  » 

Db  Kat,  Drakb,  Capt,  aceoont  of  bii 
capture  of  Smlthfield,  Ta.,     P.    » 
an  exploit  of,  P.    \ 

Delaware.    See  Got.  Gannon,   Doc  44t 
the  loyalty  of,  P. 

See  "  Craay  Delawares,"  P. 

DehiwareTolunteeriL  Seef^^aaaXh, 
Va.,  Doc  1» 

Fourth  Regiment  of,  »- 

Delto,  Miss.,  skirmishes  near,       D. 
*' Democratic  Journal"  sappressfd, 

•^     D. 

Dbmuco, y  CoL,  !*• 

Dbbsmorr,  W.,  C.  B.  N.,  P- 

*'  Department  of  the  Gulf,"         !>• 

Department  of  the  Ohio,  Ocn.  Boiv 

side  assumes  commaadof,     D. 

Department  of  the  West,  Oen.  8cbo- 

field  assumes  cosunand  ef^     0. 

Dbbbt,  Lord,  »• 

Des  Arc,  Ark.,  eaptim  of,  ^' 

Deserted  House,  Ya.,  a  serioos  »>»- 

take  near,  D-  _. 

Reports  of  the  battie  of  the,  Doc  40» 

Dbwbt,  William,  CoL,  Twenty-tWrd 

Iowa  Regiment,  report  of  tbe  «* 

pedltlon  to  Pittman'sFcny.Doc- 

"  Diana  "  gunboat  captured,       D. 

National  acoonat  of  the  captsft  of 

the,  Itot  <2 

DiccBT.  T.  Ltlb,  €oL.  ^  * 

Report  of  bis  expcdUloii  lo  lhcN<^  ^ 

bile  and  Ohio  Railroad,      Doe.  >» 
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49 
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**DIeUtor,"  ahlp,  captured  by  the 

privateer  "  Georgia,"  D.    67 

Dnxa,  J.,  CoL,  of  Ky.,  D.  64,  S5 

INrse  for  a  soldier,  by  Qeorge  H. 

Boker,  P.    M 

JMtmal  Swamp  Canal,  Uidon  tteam- 

boats  captured  Ui,  D.    T4 

••  Disturbing  au  Orator,"  P.    10 

Dix,  John  A.,  Gen.,  D.  22,  2T 

I>oboy  River,  Oa.,  expedition  to.  Doc  200 
Doaaon,    BIaiiuxl,   bravery   of,    at 

Osage,  Doc.    68 

DoDGK,  G.  M.,  Gen.,  report  on  tiie 
barbarities  of  the  rebels,      Due.  400 
notice  of,  D.    67 

DoDOK,  G.  C.,  CoL  of  First  Mounted 
Rifles,  N.  Y.  8.  V.,  Doc    42 

Ilia  reconnoisaanoe  to  Chuclcatuck, 

D.  63 
DoLK,  W.  P.,  Indian  Commissioner, 

D.  21 
**  Dolphin,**  steamer,  captured,  D.  57 
Donaldsonvill(>  La.,  batUe  at,  Doc.  228 
DuxBUAH,  G.  W.,  D.    47 

DuNKLSOH,  D.  A.,  Brig. -Gen.,  rebel, 
appolnCfd  to  the  command  of 
fiftst-Teunessee,  D.    88 

deatli  of,  D.    64 

Doniphan,  Mo.,  fight  near,  D.    79 

DORSBY,  Evan,  rebel,  D.    18 

DoKTiiN,  E.  T.,  Lieut ,  rebel,  D.    26 

DooQLASS,  J.  B.,  Col.,  D.    87 

Douglas,  J.  H.,  Dr.,  report  of  the 
SaiiitAry  GommlMion  on  the  bat* 
tie  of  yredericksburgh.        Doc.    90 
DoDOLAB,    Hksrt,    Captain   United 

Stotes  Infantry,  D.    60 

*' Douglass,**  steamer,  ran  the  block- 
ade of  Charleston,  8.  C,  D.    46 
**Duttro,**  British  steamer,  captured, 

D.    62 
Dow,  NiAL,  Gen.    Se€  Port  Hudson. 
Downs,  John,  Com.,  Doc.  606 

Draft.    8m  KM.  Sunton. 
Drafting,  President  Lincoln*8  procla- 
matlon,  D.    71 

8e6  Quakers,  D.    42 

Dhakb,  Chaklu  D.,  D.  40,  72 

Deavtun,  PaaciVAL,  Capt,  n.8.N., 

Doc.  COS 
See  Genesis  Point,  Oa.,  Doc.  486 

Dubutiue    (Iowa)    *'Uerald,**   sup- 
pressed, D.    72 
Dtoat,  Lieut -CoL,                       Doc.  175 
Duok  Uver,  Teun.,  fight  near,       D.    54 
skirmish  at,  D.    56 
DuooAN,  A.  W.,  CapL  First  Michi- 
gan,                                       Doc.  204 
9umftries,  Ta.,  flght  near,  D.    21 
entered  by  Stuart*B  cavalry,       D.    24 
rebel  descent  into.                       D.    81 
account  of  the  flgnt  at.            Doc.  805 
DUMOiiT,  E.,  Gen.,  letter  on  the  sur- 
render of  Hartsvlile,            Doc  240 
Dtnhah,  a..  Miss,  patriotism  of,   P.    42 
Dunham,  C.L.,                             D.    80 
report  of  the  battle  of  Parker*s 
-Cross-Ruads,  Tenn.,             Doc.  827 
Dunlap,  C.  W.,  Lieut. •Col.,  report 

of  the  battle  of  llartsvUle,  Doc.  854 
DvNMORB,  the  Barl  of,  P.    82 

Do  PoXT,  B.  F.,  Rear- Admiral,  report 
of  the  capture  of  the  Anglia  and 
8coth^  Doc    41 

Report  of  the  capture  of  the  ^*  Prin- 
cess Royal,**  Doc  400 
Report  of  the  loss  of  the  "  Isaac 

Bmith,**  Doc.  404 

Bep«trt  of  the  flght  off  Charleston, 

&  C,  Doc.  407 

Report  of  the  destnietion  of  the 

Nashville,  Doc.  429 

See  Charleston,  B.  a.  Doc  512 

See  Fort  Sumter. 

notices  of,  D.  57,    62 

'  DURANT,  TllOXAB  J.,  D.  15,     85 

Duvairs  Bluff,  Ark.,  rebel  guns  cap- 
tured at,  D.    85 
DwiGiiT,  lluwABO,  Capt.,  murder  of, 

D.    70 
DwiGBT,  WiLUAM,  UeA     /8m  Port 
Hudson, 
notloe  uf ,  D.    06 
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Dyerabwgh,  Tenn.,  rebels  dbpersed 
at,  D.    41 


"Eagle**  steamer  captured,  D.    76 

Eagleviile,  Tenn.,  flght  near,         D.    50 
Earl  Russbll.    See  Foreign  Media- 
tion, D.    15 
notice<l,                                  D.  67,  75 
East-Tennessee,  refbgees  from,      D.    10 
^    Gen.  Carter's  expedition  to.    Doc  822 
East-Tennessee  and  Virrinia  Rail- 

rond,  destruction  of  bridges  on,  D.    80 
'*  Rdmundus  Sootus,**  P.    27 

Edwards's  Depot,  Bflsa.    S$e  Cham- 
pion Hill.  Doc.  616 
EowARM,  Mc,  Capt.,  rebel,  D.    74 
"  Elegy  on  my  leg,**  P.    12 
Eliiabeth    River,    Va.,   contraband 

goo4ls  captured  at,  D.    65 

"  Ellen,"  rebel  steamer  captured,  D.  66 
"  Ellen,"  schooner  captured.  D.    18 

Ellkt,  a.  W.,  Brig. -Gen.    See  Aus- 

thi.  Miss., 
Ellxt,  Gen.,  Charlbs  R.,         D.  46,    77 
Report  of  the  low  of  the  Queen  of 
the  West,  Doc.  885 

Elliot  William,  Capt  Beaufort  ar- 
tillery, rebel.  Doc    41 
"Elroira  Cornelias,**  schooner  cap- 
tured, D.      2 
Emancipation,    Abraham   LlncoIn*s 
Proclamation,                       Doc.  807 
Uncoln's  confirmatory  proclama- 
tion of,                                    D.    80 
See  Missouri,                               D.    40 
first  decision  under  the,              D.    40 
demonstration  in  reference  to.  In 

London,  Eng.,  D.    40 

See  Kentucky,  D.    67 

See  Jeff  Davis's  proclamation,  Dec. 

28, 1862,  Doc.  291 

See  General  Banks. 
iSCtf^  New- York  City,  D.    82 

celebrated,  D.    80 

proclamation,  debate  In  tlie  rebel 

Congress  on  the,  D.    86 

iSbe '*  Eunice,**  P.    24 

meeting  held  in  Liverpool,Eng.,  D.    47 
See  British  and  Foreign  Anti-Slav- 
ery Society. 
See  Richmond  Examiner,      D.  89,  61 
**  Emilie,**  steamer  plundered  at  Port- 
land, Mo.,  D.      8 
"Emily  Fisher,**  brig  captured,     D.    47 
**  Emma  Amelia,**  capture  of  the,  D.  •  70 
Emort,  William  H.,  Gen.,  D.    64 
at  Uayou  Teche,                       Doc  588 
"  Empress,**  schooner,  capture  of,  D.    70 
EngUnd,  excitement  concerning  the 
depredations   of  the   privateer 
Alabama,  D.    77 
discussion  in  House  of  Lords  on  the 

seizures  of  prises  in  America,  D.    76 
Sm  British  Consular  Guards. 
See  medUtion. 
See  Victoria. 
See  J.  M.  Mason. 
**  Enterprise,'*  sloop,  captured,      D.    82 
ExvART,  D.  A.,  Col,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Murfreesboro,  Doc  141 
Episcopal  Church,  rebel,  first  gener- 
al council  of,  met  at  Augusta, 
Ga.,  D.    16 
See  John  H.  Hopkins. 
"  Era  No.  Five,  steamer,  captured,  D.    46 
Erie,  Pa..  National  Bank  of,  D.    59 
*'  Escort,**  steamer,  run  the  blockade 

of  Pamlico  River,  D.    64 

"  Eitelle,**  brig,  captured,  D.    86 

E8TBS, ,  Ueut,  rescued  fh>m  the 

rebels,  D.    71 

"  Ettlwan,**  schooner,  altered,  D.  87 
**  Eugenia,"  steamer,  capture  of,  D.  71 
"  Eunice,**  of  Derby,  Conn.,  P.    24 

Evans,  Nat.  G.,  Brig.-Gen.,  rebel, 

D.  25;  Doc.  268 

EvBRETT,  Edward,  D.    51 

Ewrll,  R.  &,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.    77 

at  Fredericksburgh,  Va.,       Doc    105 

See  SUme  River. 

ExpeUitluos,  schooner,  captured,  D.    69 
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Faoan,  Micrabl,  D. 

Fairback,  Hbxrt,  D. 

FAiRfAZ,  Donald  McN^  Doc 

Fairfax  Cimrt^Houae,  Va.,  report  of 
the  rebel  raid  on.  Doc. 

Fairmont,  Va.,  account  of  the  rebel 
raid  into.  Doc 

Fair  Oaks,  Va.,  an  incident  of.       P. 
Falmouth,  Va.,  occupied  by  toe  Na- 
tionals, D.  16;  Doc. 
"Fanny  Lewis,**  schooner,  ran  the 
blockade,  D. 
FAaNSwoKTH,  S.  F.^  CoL,  Eighth  Illi- 
nois,                                    Doc 
Farraodt,  D.  G.,  Rear-Admiral  See 
Texas, 
at  Grand  Gulf.  Miaa.,              Doc 
lea  Grand  Gulf,                           D. 
See  Port  Hudson,  Mlaa. 
at  Natches,                                  D. 
notices  of,                          D.  66,  68,  69 
Farkar,  J.  a,  CoL,                        D.    29 
Farrbll,  Edward.    See  Medala  of 

Honor. 

"  Fashion,**  schooner,  captured,    D. 

Fast,  a  National,  Doc 

hi  the  rebel  States,  D. 

Fauquier  Co.,  Va.,  rebels  visit,      D. 

Fayettevllle,  Ark.,  flght  near,        D. 

reports  of  the  batUe  of.  Doc. 

Union  meeting  at,  D. 

Fayettevllle,    Va.,  account   of   the 

fight  at.  Doc 

account  of  the  skirmish  near.  Doc 
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198 

66 

177 


666 


69 
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490 

66 

68 

8 

568 
40 
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Frnnbr,  M.  M.,  Lieut, 


Doc 


198 
681 
448 


FKROOfloN,  J.,  Twenty-first  Ind.Vols., 

P. 

Ferguboh, ,  Lieut-CoL,  rebel,  P. 

Fbrouson, ,  Gen.,  rebel,  D. 

FxRRBRo,  Edward,  Gen.,  at  Fayette- 
vllle, Doc.  196;  D. 
FxBKT,  Orbu  8.,  Brig.-Gen.,  at  Zuni, 
Va,,  Doc. 
notice  of,  D. 
Fbttrrman,  Wiluam  J.,  Capt  U.  8. 
Inf.,  D. 
Ftndlat,  Frank,  rebel,  notice  of,  P. 
Fishing  Creek,  Ky.,  skirmish  near, 

D. 

FrrcH,  Lb  Rot,  Lieut  Com.,  report 
of  the  attack  on  Fort  Donnelson, 

Doc 
report  of  operations  on  the  Ten- 
nessee and  Cumberland,      Doc 
FrrxQBRALO,  E.  M.    See  Point  Pleas- 
ant, Va. 
Flint, ,  Capt  Fhrst  Vt  Carahy, 

Flood,  Thomas.    See  Medals  of  Hon- 
or. 

Florence,  Ala.,  Comyn*a  Expedition 
to.  Doc. 

Florbncb,  Chab.   ^SSm  Medals  of  Hon- 
or. 

"Florida,**   privateer,  captures  by 
the,  D,  45,  52,  54,  67, 

Florida,  Eli  Thayer*s  plan  for  the 
colonization  of,  D. 

Floyd,  Hbmrt  H.,  CoL,  rebd.    See 
Georgia,  Doc 

Folkt, ,  Mi^or,  D. 

Folk, ,  Col.,  rebel,  D. 

Food  at  the  South,  P. 

Foots,  of  Tennessee,  member  of  reb- 
el Congress,  D. 
See  rebel  retaliation. 

Foreign  MedUtinn,  D.  18, 

Foreigners,  rights  of  under  the  draft 
act,  D. 

the  rights  of  in  the  rebel  Gonfeder» 
acy,  D.  ^ 

"  For  ever  and  for  ever,"  by  Geo.  • 
W.  Bungay,  P. 

FoRRBBT,  N.  B.,  Gen.,  rebel.     See 
Parker's  Cross-Roads. 
stealing  chickens  in  Kentucky,  P. 
notices  of.  Doc.  481 ;  D.  5,  27,  80, 

"  Forest  Queen,*'  captured,  D. 

Fort  Berthold,  two  fights  at,  D. 

Fort  Cobb,  Indian  Territory,  fight  at. 
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BEBELLIOK  RECORD: 


PAOI 

Fort  De  Rosmj,  Bed  River,  occu- 
pied, D.    71 
Fort  DoneUon,    Tenn.,   Col.  Hard- 
ing's letter  on  uie  attack  on, 

D<»c.  416 
Bragg*8  last  order  to  Wheeler,    P.    88 
Fort  Oibeon,  Ark.,  official  reports  of 

the  fight  near,  Doc.  628 

Fbrt  Greenwood,  evacuation  of,     D.    62 
Fopt  McAllister,  Oa.,  bombardment 
of,  Jan.  27, 1868,  D.    40 

second  attack  on,  D.    42 

account  of  the  battles  at.       Doc.    488 
Fort  Sumter,  a  review  at,  P.    17 

attack  on,  AprU  7, 1868,  D.    61 

account  of  the    bombardment  of 
April  7,  Doc.  602 

F06TBR,  J.  O.,  Gen.,  report  of  his  ex- 
pedition through  Kastem  North- 
Oarullna,  Doc  191 ;  D.    27 

official  report  of  his  operations  in 

North  Carolina,  Doc.    258 

■orrounded  at  Washington,  N.  C, 

D.    64 
escaped  from  Washington,  N.  C, 

D.    64 
report  of  the  Expedition  to  Gum 

Swamp,  N.  C,  Doc.  626 

866  Newbern,  N.  C. 
notices  of,  D.  9,  24,  25,  61,    68. 

**  Fox,"  National  steamer,  D.    61 

France.    866  M.  Mercler. 

866  Mediation. 
**  Francis,"  schooner,  captured,    D.      6 
FkiHK,  Paul,  Col.  Fifty-secoud  New- 
York,  Doc  198 
Frankfort,  Ky.,  Democratic  Conven- 
tion broken  up  at,  D.    47 
Fkanklin,  W.  B.,  Major  Gen.,        D.    89 
at  Fredericksburgh,                Doc.    93 
Franklin,  La.,  occupation  of,         D.    64 
Franklin,  Tenn.,  captured,  D.    24 
occupied  by  the  Nationals,         D.    42 
rebels  captured  near,                  D.    68 
official  reports  of  the  fight  at. 

Doc.  518 
Franklin,  Ta.,  shelled  by  the  Union- 
ists, D.      9 
fights  near,                           D.  21,    55 
account  of  the  fight  near,        Doc.  217 
**Fbamk  Mabtin."    866  Romance  of 

the  Camp. 
Frederictsburgh,  Ta.,  the  advance 
on,  commenced,  D.    16 

surrender  of  demanded,Doc.  212;D.    17 
account  «f  the  bombardment  of, 

Dec,  1862,  Doc  247 

occupation  of,  D.    24 

attack  on,  relinquished  by  Burn- 
side,  D.    25 
national  accounts  of  the  battle  of. 

Doc    94 
official  reports  of  the  battle  of. 

Doc    79 
866  Abraham  Lincoln, 
rebel  account  of  the  battle  of. 

Doc  104 

General  Tlooker  advances  on,    D.    68 

Gen.  Hooker  withdraws  his  army 

from,  D.    71 

•*  Fredericksburgh,"  by  W.  F.  W.,  P.    27 

**  Freeman's  Journal,"   suppressed, 

D.    72 
Fbkxtbab,  G.  J.,  Doc.    658 

Vkick,  Jacob  O.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Cliancellorsville,    Doc  585 
Frisbkr,  J.  B.    866  Medals  of  Honor. 
Fbust,  D.  M.,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.    28 

Fbubaufb,  J.  F.,  Major,  letter  on  the 

Irnttle  of  Cliancellorsville,    Doc.  588 
Fry,  Jacob,  Col.,  official  report  of 
the   afi'airs   at   Humboldt  and 
Trenton,  Tenn.,  Doc  288 

Fbv,  Jambs  B  ,  Col.,  D.    55 

Far,  Speki)  8.,  Brig.-Gea.,  Doc  208 

FiTLLXB,  A.  B.,  Rev.,  D.    28 


Gabardbav,  Secretary.  !>•    CO 

Gaodis,  M.  p.,  ChaphftUi,  Doc.  8S8 

Oaqb,  FaAKcas  D.,  P.    58 


paob 

Gainsville,  Texas,  Unionists  at,    D.      2 

Gallaoubu,  W.  D.,  D.    40 

Galtt,  Jno.  W.,  D.    47 

Galveston,  Texas,  Union  prisoners 

captured  at,    '  D.    81 

foreigners  warned  to  leave,        D.    87 

official  reports  of  the  attack  on. 

Doc.  887 
the  port  of,  declared  open  by  the 
rebels,  D.    82 

Gabbabd,  J.,  CoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Mount  Sterling,  Ky.,  Doc  470 
Gabraro,  M^lor,  D.  10,  20 

OARBaciiE,  Lieut. -CoL,  P.    48 

Gabbsciie,  MfUor.    866  Stone  River, 

P.    49 
Gaskbll,  Penn,  Lieut.,  Doc  606 

Gates,  Thbooobb  R.    866  Antietam, 

P.    29 
Gatesville,    Ya.,     rebels     captured 

near,  D.    48 

Gat,  Robbrt,  D.    68 

Gbabt,  Jko.  W.,  Brig. -Gen.,  captures 
Winchester,  Ya.,  Doc  228,  805 ; 

D.  5,  14, 17, 18,  22 
Gblzbb,  Sub,  of  Charleston,  S.  C, 

Doc.    15 
Gbmbgak,  Thomas.    866  Medals  of 

Honor. 
Genesis  Point,  Ga.,  account  of  the 
battle  of.  Doc.  483 

866  Fort  McAlliBter,  D.    40 

"  George,"  schooner,  captured.      D.    21 
Gburqe,  James,  Col.  Second  Minne- 
sota Yolunteers,  Doc.  215 
"  George  Washington,"  loss  of  the 

gunboat,  D.    62 

Georgia,  conscription  In,   constitu- 
tional, D.    15 
Col.  Streight's  raid  Into,          Doc  556 
reconstructionists  in,                  D.    51 
Gov.  Brown's  message  in  reference 

to  planting  In,  D.    57 

deserters  from  the  rebel  army  in,  D.    77 
See  Joseph  E.  Brown, 
the  defences  of.  Doc    57 

destruction  of   salt-works  on  the 

coast  of,  D.    41 

Volunteers,  rebel,  Forty-^th  Regi- 
ment uf,  . 
loss  of  the  Fiftieth  Reghnent  of,  at 

AntieUm,  P.    IS 

salt  manufactory,  P.      8 

"Georgia,"  privateer,  captures  by 

the,  D.    67 

"  Georgiana,"  steamer,  destroyed,  D,    55 
Qeoi^etown,  D.   C,  trade  between, 
and    Washington,    "  flagrantly 
violated,"  D.    77 

Germans,  massacre  of.  In  Texas,   P.    48 
Germautown,  Ky.,  flgnt  at,  D.    68 

*"  Gertrude,"  steamer,  captured,    D.    64 
Gbtty,  Gborob  W.,  Gen.,  D.  59,  65, 

70;  Doc  197 
Gibbs,  ALrRED,  Brig.  Gen.,  D.    29 

complimented    by  Gen.  Peck   In 
General  Orders,  D.    87 

Gibson,  Milmbr,  speech  at  Ashton, 

England.  D.    87 

GiDDiNoa,  Lieut-OoL,  D.      1 

Gilbert,  S.  A.,  CoL,  D.    47 

GiLLiB,  lieut.  Com^  D.    76 

GiLLMORB,  G.  W.,  Capt..  D.    14 

report  of  the  expedition  to  Green- 

brUr  Co.,  Ya.,  Doc  194 

GuxMORB,  Q.  A.,  Gen.,  D.    47 

report  of  the  battle  of  Somerset, 

Ky.,  Doc  491 

Gist, ,  Brig. -Gen.,  rebel,      Doc.    15 

GuxEB,  Obimm,  ridden  on  a  rail,  D.    88 
Gloucester  Point,  Ya.,  rebel  attack 

D.    16 
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Gloucester  Co.,  Ya.,  expedition  into, 

Kllpatrlck's  raid  Into,  D.    76 

GijOVbBj ^  Judge.     866  Emanci- 
pation, D.    40 
Gloveb,  J.  M^  CoL,                      D.    21 
GoDON,  S.  W.,  Com.,  U.S.N.,       Doc    88 
G0L1U.X,  Wm.,  Captain  U.aN.     866 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Gold,  the  price  or,  In  Richmond,  Ya., 

D.  82,  65,  61 
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"  Golden  Eagle  "  ship,  captured,  D. 

"  Golden  Rnie,^  bark,  captured  by 
the  '*AIa)Niraa,"  D. 

Gohbtmro,  N.  C,  fight  at«  Doe. 

GooDiNO,  0.  P.,  CoL,  report  of  ope- 
rations on   the    Bayou  Tedie, 

Doc 

GOODWTN,  YlCTORIA  EL,  P. 

GoRMAB,  Willis  A.,  Gen..  D. 

GoRTSCBAKorr.    866  Foreign  Media- 
tion, D. 
GoulJ),  fbavcis  HrccB  Rctlkzmsb,  P. 
Graham,  P.,  Major,  rebel,  D. 
"Gnmipus,  No.  2,"  steamer,   cap- 
tured, D. 
Grand  Gulf,  Mla&,  passed  by  the 
National  fleet,                          D. 
Admiral  Porter's  report  of  the  at- 
tack on,                                Doc. 
abandoned  by  the  rebels,            D. 
Admiral  Porter's  report  of  the  cap- 
ture «)f.                                   Dnc 
Grand  Prairie,  Mo.,  fight  near,      D. 

Granger, ,  Gen.,  re|>urt  of  the 

fight  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,      Doe. 
notices  of,  D.  26,  54,  €3,  es 

Grant,  L.  A.,  CoL,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Chan(»llorsvilIe.         Doc 
Grakt,  CLTi«iB  a,  Gen.,  at  Piirt 
Gibson,  Miss.,  Doc. 

letter  from  George  R.  Merritt  to,  P. 
866  Steele's  Bayou, 
notices  of,    D.  8, 11,  47.  69.  78.  74, 

76,  77 ;  Dnc. 
GtAw,  T.  G.,  n. 

Gr  VE^  ^  J*  Ke^M  the  case  of;    D. 
Greasy  Creek,  Ky.,  fight  at,  D. 

Grrrm,  J.  WeaLBT,  D. 

Grbxx,  J()8.  IL,  Capt,  Doc 

Grbbkb,  John,  Doc 

Green's  Chapel,  Ky.,  skinnish  near, 

D. 

Green  Hill,  Ky.,  fight  at,  D. 

Greenbrlar  Co.,  Ya.,  Gillniore*sexiie- 

dition  to.  Doc 

GreenUnd  Gap,  Ya.,  Gen.  Kelley's 

report  of  the  fight  at.  Doe. 

Greenville,  Miss.,  fight  at,  D. 

Greenwich,  Ya.,  account  of  the  fl|:lit 

near,  Dnc 

Greenwood,  Miss.,  acooonta  of  the 

fight  at,  Dnc 

Greoo,  Maxct,  Gen.,  rebd,    D.  TS; 

Doc 

Grboo, ,  Gen.,  Doc 

Grbgo, ,  Col.  Eighth  Pennsylva- 
nia Yolunteers,  D»xl 
Grbgort,  Francis  H.,  Admiral,     D. 
Qbierson,  a  H.,  Col.,  official  account 
of  his  raid.  Doc 
his  forces  arrived  at  Baton  Rovgr, 

^D. 
e  of,  D.  56. 6 

GRirriTH,  JasBni  EL,  heroism  of,  Doc.  6ST 
GRUtSHAW,  A.  H.,  CoL,  D.  fii,  O 

Gbover.  Cuvibr,  Gen.  Se*  Bayi>« 
Teche,  Ia.,  Doc 

866  Port  Hudson. 
Gum  Swamp,  N.  C.,  Gen.  FosterS 
report  of  the  expedition  to.  Doc 
Guerrillas.    8e6  Purter's  gaerrilho. 
866  Rebel  barbarities. 
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Habeas  Corpus,  the  rebel  Congress 

autliorise  the  suspension  of,    D.     I 
Haines's  Bluff,  Admiral  Porter's  re- 
port of  the  capture  of.         Doc  6S1 
Hall,  William  P..  Mi^or,  D.    81 

Hallbck,  Hiwkt  Wagbr,  report  uf 
the  operations  of  the  National 
armies,  D4>c  2,  211 

letter  in  reference  to  the  sai«|tlics 

to  the  army  of  the  Potoniar,    D.     6 
letter  on  the  battle  of  Bear  River. 

Doc4«> 
"  a  question  be  voo*t  answer,**  P.  if 
notices  of,  D.  21 ;  Doc  2*1 

Halltown,  Ya.,  rebels  nupilsed  at,  D.    M 
fight  near.  D.    f[ 

skirmish  at.  Bl    IT 
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HA3iiLT0!r,C.  S..  Oen.,       D.  8;  Doc.  214 

Uajnmnnd  Stalloo,  La.,  railroad  de- 
stroyed at,  D.    78 

Hampton,  Wadb,  Oen.,  rebel,  Doc.  1, 42S 

**  Hampton,"  schooner,  captured,  D.    S4 

nAMaiCK,  T.  H.,  Major,  Doc. 

Baxcock,  W.  &,  Oen.  ^iMlUmouth, 

Doc 
See  Frederickaburgh,  Doc. 

notices  of,  D.  4, 10 ;  Doc.  6S3 

••  Haiuly,"  schooner,  captureil        D.    70 

••  Hanover,"  schooner,  captured,  D.    41 

Hanover  Court-IIouse,  Ya.,  Incident 
of  the  liattle  of,  P. 

Hardrb,  Wiluam  J.,  Gen.,  rebel.  Ses 
Stone  River. 

Hardy  County.  Va.,  National  troops 
surprised  in,  D. 

BAROiirn,  A.  C,  Col.,  letter  on  the  at- 
tack on  Fort  D'xiolson,         Doc. 

Harpeth  Shoals,  Tenn.,  selsure  of 
BteamlxMfcts  at,  Doc. 

Harper's  Ferry,  Md.,  excitement  at, 
on  account  of  the  rumored  ap- 
proach of  the  rebels  under  0«n. 
Lee,  D. 

surrender  of.  Doc.  13, 

**  Harriet  Lane,"  steamer,  captured, 

Doc.  841 ;  D. 
an  incident  of  the  capture  of  tlie,  P. 

Harrinotom,  Danibl,  Doc 

Harrisi,  Iaham  G-.,  Gov.  of  Tenn.,  en- 
rolment order  of,  D. 

Harris,  Lbvijii's,  account  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Old  Fort  Wayne,  Doc. 

Harris  Light  Cavalry  on  Stoneman*s 
raid,  D. 

Harrison,  M.  La  Rub,  Col.,  report  of 
the  buttle  at  Fayette ville,  Ark., 

Doc. 

Harrison's  Landing,  Ya.  See  Hc- 
Clellan. 

Harrison  ville,  Mo.,  train  attacked 
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Harrodsburgh,  Ky.,  surprised, 

Uniou  meeting  at, 
Hart,  T.  B., 

Hartford,  Ky.,  skirmish  near, 
Harts vlUe,  Mo.,  guerrilla  fight  near, 

D. 
account  of  the  l>attle  at,  Doc. 

official  reports  of  the  battle  at. 

Doc. 
Hartsville,  Tenn.,  rebel  reports  on 
tlie  surrender  of.  Doc. 

letter  from  Col.  Moore  on  the  sur- 
render of.  Doc. 
Hartwood  Church,Va.,  fights  at,  D.  19,  49 
HA8KBLL,  H.  8.,  Brlg.-Oen.,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Murfree.slHtro,  Doc. 
Hatch,  Edward,  GoL,  Second  Iowa 
Cavalry,                                 Doc, 
**  Hatterus.*'  official  reports  of  the  de 
struction  of  the.  Doc. 
**  Havelock,"  steamer,  ran  the  block- 
aile.  D. 
HawesviUe,  Ind.,  entered  by  rebels, 

D.      1 

Hawkins, ,  Col.  See  Rural  Hills. 

Hawkins's  Zouaves,  Ninth  N.  Y.  &  V., 

D.  68,  71 
Haymarket,   Ta.,   account  of  the 
skirmish  at.  Doc. 

Hatnik, ,  G«n.,  Doc. 

Hats,  Will.  8.,  P. 

Hatwooii, ,  guerrilla,  D. 

"Hazel  Dell,"  steamer,  captured,  D. 

Razkn,  Wm.  B.,  Brlg.-Oen.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Doc 

notice  of,  D. 

HeathsvlUe,  Va.,  expedition  to,     D. 
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Hedgesville,  Va.,  scout  to,  D. 

Hrckman,  0.  A.,  Oen.,  Doe. 

Helena,  Ark.,  fight  near»  D. 

gtierrllla  fight  near,  D. 

Unionists  attacked  near,  D. 

farms  destroyed  near,  D. 

gunboat  fight  near,  D. 

Icht  near,  D. 

pickets  surprised  at,  D. 

Helena,  Ky.,  skirmish  near,  D. 

Hell,  Beaor^ard  watering  his  horse 

in,  P. 
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Hilton,  F.  J.,  Capt,  D.    76 

Henderson,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D.     14 

Henderson,  Tenn.,  captured  by  rebels, 

D.    IS 
Hbnrt,  a.  p.,  Mi^or  Ninety-first  Ind. 

Vols.,  D.    21 

Hkrbkht,  p.  0.,  Oen.,  rebel,  P.    26 

"  Hercules,"  steamer,  burned,        D.    47 
Hkbron,  F.  J.,  Oen.,  at  Cross  Hol- 
lows, Ark.,  Doc.    60 
report    of   the    battle  of  Prairie 

Grove,  Ark.,  Doc.    63 

letter  on  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove, 

Ark.,  Doc.    69 

notices  of,  D.  8, 23,  69 

"  Hettie  Gilmore,"  steamer,  captured, 

D.    49 
Hiccs,  Crarlbs  Carroll,  D.    4S 

Hicks,  Col.,  rebel  guerrilla,  D.     60 

HiBGiN.Ho.^,  T.  W.,  Col.,  report  on  the 
destruction  of  salt-works  in 
Georgia,  D.    41 

See  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
notice  of,  D.  42,  53 

Hill,  A.  P.,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.    77 

iS^tf  Chancellorsvllle,  Doc  69S 

Hill,  D.  H.,  Mojor-Gen.,  rebel,  cor- 
respondence with  Gov.  Stanly 
of  North-Carolina,  Doo.  474 

Sef  Chancellorsvllle,  Doc  699 

at  Washington,  N.  C,  D.    69 

HlU's  Point,  N.  C,  rebel  batteries  at- 
tacked at.  D.    61 
Hilton  Head,  8.  C,  National  fieet  left, 

D.    67 
HiNDMAN,  T.  C.,Gen.,  rebel,  address 
to  hLs  soldlem.  Doc.  229 

at  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove,  Ark., 

Doc.    68 
notices  of,  D.  22,  23 

HoB^N,  E.  H.,  Col.,  report  of  Mor- 
gan's raid  Into  Ky.,  Doc.  801 
HuoGBii,  0.  P.,  resolution  in  the  rebel 
Congress  In  reference  to  the  ne- 
groes (bnnd  In  arms,  etc.,         D.    45 
"  Hoge,  A.  J.,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.    73 
HorpxAN,  W.  D.,  Surgeon.    See  Ar- 
kansas Post,  Doc.  86-S 
Holland,  C.  B.,  Oen.,  report  of  the 

attack  on  Springfield,  Mc,  Doc.  84S 
Holla  t,  Gbokob,  Doc.  6(X) 

Holly  Springs,  Miss.,  evacuation  of,  D.  13 
occupation  of,  D.  16,  20 

visited  by  rebels,  D.    84 

account  of  the  attack  on.        Doc.  214 
account  of  the  surrender  of.    Doc.  276 
Gen.  Graurs  order  on  the  surren- 
der of.  Doc.  280 
rebel  reports  and  narratives  of, 

Doc.  281 
HoLMKS,  CnARLBS  E.  L.,  GoL,  D.  16 
HoLMKii,  L.  N.,  Sergeant,  D.    46 

Holmes,  Olivbr  Wrnokll,  P.    26 

HoLMBS,  T.  N.,  Ueut-Oen.,  rebel,  D.    16 
Hood,  Albxandbr,  Doc  600 

UooKBR,  JosKrn  E.,  Gen.,  assumed 
command  of  the  army  of  the 
Potomac,  D.    89 

advance  on  Frederlcksburgh,  Ta., 

D.  6S 
crosses  the  Rappahannock,        D.-  6S 
orders  correspondents   for  news- 
pa^iers   to  publish  their  letters 
over  their  own  signatures,       D.     69 
address  to  his  soldiers,  April  80,  D.  69 
withdraws  his   army  from  Fred- 
erlcksburgh, D.    71 
congratuhitory  order  on  the  battle 

of  Chancellorsvllle,  Doc  600 

See  Army  of  the  Potomac 
noUces  of,  D.  16,  46,  61,  72 

Hopeville,  Ark.,  destroyed,  D.    47 

Hopkins,  John  H.,  Bishop,  protests 

against  the  pastoral  letter,  D.  4 
Horse  Creek,  Mo.,  skirmUh  near,  D.  21 
Horses.  See  John  8.  Itarey.  Doc  275 
HosKiNs,  W.  A.,  report  of  Morgan*s 

raid  through  Kentucky,  Doc  208 
HOSNBB,  W.  11.  C,  P.     M 

HuTCDKiM.  0.  T.,  LIeut.-Col.,  report 
of  the  oattto  of  Murfreesboro, 

Doc  184 
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HouonmN,  M.  D.,  Msjor  Third  Mich. 

V«»1h,  ,  D<»c.    8T 

IJovBT,  A.  P.,  Qen.,  D.    22 

(  report  of  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson, 

Mitts.,  Doc  669,  616 

noticeii  of,  D.  19,  2S 

HovKV,  CiiARLBsR.,  G«n.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Arkansas  Post,  D<>c.  866 
Howard,  Hrnrt  M.,  First  Lieut.  First 

Kansas  Vols.,  Doc  S88 

Howard,  O.  O.,  0«n.,  D.    68 

See  Chancellorsvllle 
Howard,  Wm.  A.,  D.    01 

HowB,  Chbstbr  D.,  Twelfth  HI.  Tols., 

P.    28 
"  How  to  meet  the  enemy,"  D.    7> 

Hutt,  Hbnrt  M.,  CapL  Eighth  Oonn., 

Doc    90 

tloziBR, ,  Miss,  arreted,  D.    7T 

KuBBR,  PniLip,  D.    60 

Humboldt,  Tenn.,  official  report  of 
the  fight  at,  Doc.  28S 

HmpiiRST, ,  Gen.,  D.      8 

Hunt.  Thomas  H.,  MsJor  Seventh 

Mich.  Vols.,  Doc  101 

Huntkr,  D.,  Major-Gen.,  Doc  612 

Sfe  Negroes. 
Huntsville,  Tenn.,  skirmish  near,  D.    14 
HuRLBOT,  Strphrn  A.,   Msjor-Gen., 
General  Orders  No.  10.  D.    81 

notice  of,  P.    8T 

Hussa  River,  Mo.,  fight  near,        D.    18 
Hyde  Co.,  N.  C,  expedition  to,      D.    M 


"  Ida,"  sloop,  captured,                 D.  51 
"  I   Fights  mil  Slgel,"  by  Grant  P. 

Robinson,                                  P.  S9 

Illinois  Vol.,  Second  Artillery  of,    D.  8 

Fourth  Cavalry  of,                       P.  87 

Fifth  Cavalry  of,                          D.  48 

Sixth  Cavalry  of,                          D.  66 

Seventh  Cavalry  of,                      D.  19 

Eighth  Cavalry  of,                       D.  78 

Ninth  Regt.  of,                         D.  6,  66 

Tenth  Cavalry  of,          D.  40 ;  Doc  60 

Eleventh  Cavalry  of,                   D.  96 

Twelfth  Cavalry  of,               D.  12,  71 

Thirteenth  Cavalry  of                 D.  79 

Twentieth  Cavalry  of,                 D.  88 

Sixth  Regiment  of,            ^        D.  68 

Seventh  Regiment  of,        ^        D.  68 

Ninth  Regiment  of,                      D.  19 

Tenth  Retflment  of,                      D.  90 

Twenty-third  Itegiraent  of,          D.  67 

Fifty-second  Regiment  of,           D.  94 

Fifty-fifth  Regiment  of,               D.  7 

I-righty-third  Regiment  of,           D.  • 

Eighty-fifth  Regiment  of,            D.  88 
One  Hundred  and  third  Regiment 

of,                                            D.  76 
One    Hundred  and  Twenty-tldrd 

Regiment  of,                            D.  44 
See  Stone  River. 
See  Dumfries.  Va. 

See  Raymond,  Miss,              Doc  619 
See  Parker's  Cross-Roads. 

See  Old  River,  La.,               Doc  491 
See  Steele's  Bayou. 
See  A.  D.  Strelght. 

See  Milton,  Tenn.,                      D.  18 
Imbodbn,  J.  J.,  rebel,                  D.  1.  89 
Imprisonment  at  the  South.            P.  89 
Independence,  Mo.,  guerrilhu  dis- 
persed near,                              D.  44 
Indiana,  Leghdatnre  condemns   ar- 
rests made  by  Government,    D.  88 
Second  Cavalry  of,                      D.  79 
See  A.  D.  Strelght. 
See  Milton,  Tenn. 
See  Bayou  Tedie  La. 
See  Chickasaw  Bayoo. 
See  Hartsville,                        Doc  99T 
See  Stone  River. 

See  Davis  Mills,  Miss.,            Doc  9S4 

See  Arkansas  Post.                  Doc  801 

Twenty-fourth  Regiment  of,        D.  M 

Twenty-fifth  Regiment  of,           D.  97 

Thirtieth  Regiment  of,                 D.  19 

Forty -third  Regiment  of,         D.  4,  8 

Ninety-first  Regiment  of,            D.  91 

notices  of,                 Doc  177, 940^  691 


yriai 
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**  IndUnola,**  gunboftt,  ran  the  block' 
ade  of  Vicksburgh,  D.    46 

official  reports  of  the  capture  of, 

Doc.  ^8 

official  reports  of  the  destruction  of 

the,  Doc  426 

Indtanola,  Texas,  surrender  of,     D.      8 

Indianapolis,  Union  meeting  at,    D.    60 

Indians,  Tongkawa  Tribe,  D.      6 

Ses  Cherokee  Indians,  D.    60 

Capt.  Strout^s  Expedition  against 

the.  Doc.    65 

iSbe  Minnesota,  D.    84 

See  Choctaw  Indians. 
Sm  **  Utile  Crosr." 
See  Shell  Creek. 

noticed,  D.  1,    64 

Indiantown,  Va.,  expedition  to,  D.  K2 
Indian  Village,  La.,  fight  at,  D.    40 

IiiaKR80LL,R.  S.,  Coi.,  D.    86 

iJioaAHAM,  D.  N.,  Com.,  rebel  report 
of  the  fight  off  Charleston,  a  C, 

Doc.    410 
Internal  and  Coastwise  Intercourse, 

LlncoIn*s  Proclamation  on,  Doc.  498 
"  In  the  Sepulchre,"  LouisTllle  Jour- 
nal, P.    48 
Iowa,  how  traitors  are  treated  In,  P.    11 
First  Cavalry  of.                Doc  5*),    CO 
Third  Cavalry  of,                         D.    69 
See  Cape  Otrardeau. 
First  Regiment  of.                       D.    80 
Seventeenth    Regiment   of,   com- 
plimented by  Gen.  Rosecrans,  D.      7 
Twenty-first  Regiment  of.           D.    84 
Twenty-third  Raiment  of,Doc  68 ; 

D.      8 
Thirtieth  Regiment  of,  D.    83 

See  Springfield,  Mo. 
Sefi  Prairie  Orove,  Ark. 
See  HarUville,  Ho. 
Irish  Brigade,  the.  Doc    02 

*•  Isaac  Smith."  loss  of  the,  Doc  404 
"  Isabel,**  schooner,  burned,  D.  74 
Island  No.  10,  attack  on,  D.    42 

Isle-of  Wight  Oourt^House,  Ya.,  fight 
at,  D.    27 


Jackson,  Miss.,  evacuation  of,       D. 

account  of  the  battle  at,  Doc 

Jackson,  Mo.,  Marmaduke  surprised 

near,  D. 

Jacksou,  Thomas  Jokathak,  epigram 

on,  P. 

account  of  an  interview  with,     P. 

administers  the  sacrament,         P. 

account  of  the  wounding  of.  Doc 

death  of,  D. 

Jacksonville,  Fla., expedition  to,D.  2, 

capture  of,  D. 

reports  of  the  recapture  of.     Doc 

account  of  the  burning  of.  Doc  488 ; 

D. 

Jaoob,  R.  T.,  Col.,  D. 

**  Jacob  Bell,'*  ship,  destroyed  by  the 

Florida,  D. 

Jaoobb, ,  Capt    See  Newbem, 

N.  0. 
**  J.  A.  Cotton,*'  steamer,  D. 

Jahisox,  Coarlis  D.,  Oen.,  IX 

Jabvis,  Dwigiit,  Jr.,  MiUor,  report  of 
the  battle  of  Stone  Bridge,  Doc 
**  Jefferson,"  the  newspaper,  D. 

jBrmncs,  T.  D.,  Capt.,  the  keeper  of 
the  Richmond  '*  BastUe,"        P. 

Jbitkiks, ,  Col.,  rebel,  D. 

his  raid  on  Point  Pleasant,  Ya., 

Doc 

JaxKixa, -,  Judge,  of  Georgia,  D. 

Jews  expelled  from  the  command  of 

Gen.  Grant,  D. 

**  Jim  C a  ldwbllIb  guerrillas,**        D. 

**  Joe  Flanner,**  schooner,  captured, 

D. 
■^John  H.  Dickey,**  steamer,  attack 
on  the,  D. 

JOHSSON,  A.,  Gov.  of  Tenn.,  Confis- 
cation ProclamatloQ  of;       Doc 
assesses  rebels,  D. 

notices  of,  D.  88, 

■t  0>  P..  D. 


74 
614 

68 

10 
89 
28 

69S 
72 
18 
68 

444 

68 
78 

46 


84 
12 

161 
66 

80 
60 

495 

16 

86 


77 

8 

422 
86 

48 
78 
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JoHKSOX,  Campbkll,  Ucut.  Seven- 
teenth Ky.  Regiment,  D. 

JoRRMX,  P.  C,  Lieut.  Com.,  D. 

JoHirsox,  Rkvkrdy,  D. 

JoHxaox,  RoBxar,  Colonel,  D. 

Johnson  County,  East-Tenn.,  fight 
in,  D. 

JoBMSTOK,  A.  SiDVBT,  Gen.,  P. 

JoHBSTOX.  Job.  E.,  Gen.,  rebel,  or- 
der in  reference  to  "absen- 
tees,** D. 
notlcn  of,                                D.  78,  78 

Joiner's  Bridge,  Ya.,  fight  near,     D.    28 

Jolly  River,  Fla.,  salt-works  on  the, 
destroyed,  D.    U 

JoKBB,  Ap  Catbbbv,  Com.,  Doc  187 

JoxiB,  J.  RiCRTKX,  Col.,  D.  76;  Doc.  626 

JoMBB,  Wm.  E.,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.  81, 

67,68;  Doc  429 

JoHKS, ,  Col.,  rebel,  surrenders 


14 
72 
21 
42 

88 
84 


86 


n 


himself, 
"  Josiah  Bell,**  rebel  steamer, 
"  J.  P.  Boker,*'  captured, 
"  J.  P.  Ellicott,"  capture  of, 
"  Julia,*'  sloop,  captured, 
J(7UBK, ,  Capt  First  Tenn.  Cav 

airy,  D. 

"  Jupiter,"  schooner,  capture  of,   D. 
"Justlna,"  sloop,  captured,  D. 


D. 
D. 
D. 
D. 
D. 


24 
87 
22 
84 
88 

66 
70 
67 


Kahb,  Gio.  p.,  address  to  the  cltl- 

sens  of  Maryland.  D.    80 

Kansas  Yolunteers,  Fust  Regiment, 
colored.  Doc.    62 

First  Regiment  of,  D.  45,  79 

Second  Regiment  of,  Doc    29 

Sixth  Regiment  of.  Doc    29 

Tenth  Regiment  of.  Doc    29 

Eleventh  Regiment  of;  Doc    29 

Sixth  Cavalry  of,  D.    60 

Seventh  Cavalry  of,  Doc  215 

See  Powell  Clayton,  Doc  601 

See  Bear  River. 
See  Old  River,  La. 
"  Kate,"  steamer,  ran  the  blockade, 

D.  75 
Kkmvbb,  DnwcAH  F.,  of  Lodsiana,  D.  87 
KiMRKOT,    MiLTOV,   Sccond    Lieut 

First  Kansas  Yolunteers,     Doc.  288 
Kbicrbi>t  T.  B.,  Doc.      1 

Kbxt,  D.  Msjor  Nineteenth   Iowa 

Yolunteers,  Doc    09 

Kbxtdckv,  Report  of  Morgan's  raid 
through,  Doc.  808 

Col.  Hobson's  report  of  Morgan's 

raid  into.  Doc  801 

guerrilla  raid  through,  D.    49 

effect  of  the  Emancipation  proc- 
lamation, on  the  sale  of  slaves 
in,  D.    67 

Fhrst  Regiment  of,  D.    86 

Thirty-ninth  Regiment  of,       D.  85,  64 
Sixth  Cavalry  of,  D.    29 

Eighth  Cavalry  of;  D.    48 

Tenth  Cavalry  of,  D.    29 

Twelfth  Cavalry  of  D.    28 

Fourteenth  Cavahry  of,  D.    28 

Fifteenth  Cavalry  of,  D.    22 

See  Chickasaw  Bayou, 
See  Rural  Hills,  Tenn.,  Doc  197 

See  Arkansas  Post 
See  Stone  River, 

See  Frank  Woiford,  Doc  872 

See  Hartsville,  Tenn.,  Doc  888 

See  Somerset,  Ky. 

See  Milton,  Tenn.,    Doc  208,  809, 845 
KBvroB,  CHABua    See  Medals  of 

Honor. 
Keokuk,  Dally  "  Constitution,"  office 

of,  destroyed,  D.    47 

Kbllbv,  Brig.-General,  report  of  the 
fight  at  Greenland  Gap,       Doc  660 
despatch  in  reference  to  fight  at 

South-Fork,  Ya.,  Doc  189 

notice  of,  D.    46 

Kelly's  Ford,  Ya.,  battle  at,        Doc  458 
Kbrr,  Obpubus  C,  p.    68 

KrrcHAM,  JoHX  H.,  OoL,  D.      1 

Kbtbltab,  IIbjibt,  Capt   Fifteenth 
U.&Inlkntry,  D.    60 


11 

61 

SS 

254 

148 
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Kettlo  Run,  Ya.,  fight  near,  D.    X9 

account  of  the  fight  at.  Doc. 

Kbtb»,  B.  D.,  Oen.,  reconnolsMooe 

to  West-Point  D. 

Key  West,  Fla.,  Unioti  meeting  at 

D.     I 

KiLPATxicK,  J.,  CoL ,  report  on  Stone- 
man's  raid,  Doc    CQ6 
notices  of,                           D.  88^  71,  Tl 
Kimball,  E.  A.,  IJeut-CoL,  D.   S 
KiMBBBLV,  L.  A.,  Lieut,             Doc 
Kixo,  Rvrro,  Gen.    See  Army  «f 
the  Potomac 
See  Stoneman's  raid. 
King's  Bay,  Ga.,  salt-works  at,  de- 
stroyed,                                 D. 
"  Kingfisher,"  schooner,  captured,  D. 
Kinston,  N.  C,  expedition  to,       D. 
fight  at,                                  Doc. 
KiBBT,  J.  M.,  Major,  reports  of  the 
battle  of  Murf^vesboro,       Doc 
Kirk,  E.  N.,  report  of  battle  of  Mar- 
fteesboro.                            Doc   121 

Kirk, ,  CoL,  D.   II 

Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,    D.  tt,  ?< 
denounced  by  the  Bishop  of  Iowa, 

D.   9 


Labadievllle,  La.,  reports  of  the  bat- 
tle of.  Doc   44 
Lackland,  Jambs  R.,  D.   19 
"  Lafayette,**  ship,  captured,        D.     T 
La  Grange,  Ark.,  rebel  camp  snr- 

ftrlsedat,  D.   SI 

rmish  at  D.    O 

La  Grangr,  Miss.,  occupied,        D.   11 
*'  Lake  City,*'  steamer,  destroyed  by 

guerrillas,  D.   2t 

Lake  Providence,  Miss.,  fight  near, 

D.   4S 
Lakiv,  Daio.    See  Medals  of  Honor. 
Lamar,  Miss.,  fight  at,  D.   IB 

Lamar,  Mo.,  guerrilla,  attack  oo,  D.   IS 
captured  by  rebels,  D.   It 

Lam  Kin,  J.  N.,  Capt  Ylrginia  rsbd 

artillery.  Doc   40 

"Lamplighter,**  bark,  captured,    D.     S 
"  Lancaster  "  national  ram,  D.   ST 

Lancaster,  Ya.,  expedition  to,      D.   M 
Laxdrdm,  W.  J.,  Col.,  Doc  SA 

Lanesvllle,  Ya.,  national  expedition 

to.  D.  SI 

Latham,  Col.,  D.    Cf 

"  Lauretta,"  captnred,  D.     9 

Lavacca,  Texas,  bombarded  by  the 

Uniouista,  D.    10 

La  Yergne,  Tenn.,  reconnolssance  to, 

D.   11 
account  of  the  battle  at,         Doc  ttf 
Lawrxxcb,  Gilbbrt  &,  First  lieot, 

D.   61 

Latpols. ,  Capt,  rebel,  D.   •• 

Laekar,  B.  F.,  Major,       D.  6 ;  Doc  416 
Lbaot,  Wm.,  rebel,  Doc  SSI 

Leather,  a  suk»tltute  for,  F.   4S 

Leatherwood,  Ky.,  fight  at  D.    IS 

Leavenworth,  Kansas,  Union  meet- 
ing at  D.   46 
"Leavenworth  Conservative,"  Doc   SI 
I^ebanon,  Ky.,  Union  meeting  at  Dl   51 
Lebanon,  Tenn.,  fight  near,  D.   14 
scout  to,  D.   41 
ofOdal  report  of  the  battle  at  Doc  SSI 
Lkb,  a.  L.,  CoL,  Seventh  Kansas, 
his  reconnolssance  to  Coldwater, 
Miss.,                                   Doc  IdS 
notice  of.                                 Doc  tM 
Lbb,  FiTt-HircH,  Gen.,  rebd.    Doc    4tf 
at  Dumfries,  Ya.,                    Doc  MS 
See  Kelly's  Ford, 
promoted  to  be  Brif.-Qen.  of  cav- 
alry.                                    P.   ss 
noUces  oi;   D.  29, 66,  68, 19 ;  Doc  til 
Lkb,  Jokb  P.,  rebel.                    Doc  SBl 
Lbb,  Jobji  W.,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 

P.    ti 
Lbb,  RoBUtT  E.,  M^<»-Geo.,  rebel. 

Doc     6 
See  Pennsylvania, 
report  of  operatiooa  in  Ylrginia, 

D0CL4M 
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rumored  presence  of  In  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  D.    «0 
order  revlewinfp  the  operations  of 

the  rebel  nrmy  fur  184S2,  D.    50 

official  report  of  the  battle  of  Fred- 

ericksburgh,  Doc  lOS 

/Re«  Chancellorsrllle, 
order  to  his  troops  May  7,  I>.    Tl 

reported  approach  of  into  Mary- 
land, D.    79 
noacesof,                          D.  24;  P.  82 
Lkk,  &  P.,  Admiral,                    Doc.  827 
Leesburgh,  Va.,  occupied  by  the  reb- 
els,                           .  D.    17 
Legal  tenrler.    8m  U.  S.  Notes,     D.    61 
Lrqqbtt,  M.  D.,  Gen.,                 Doc.  617 
Leon  Pikrkb,                              Doc.  MO 
LKOXARn,  Jamu,  patriotism  of;      P.      9 
Lkpbr,  Otl.,  rebel,                          D.      6 
Lbbot,  WiLi.uM  E.,  Com.,  report  of 

tlie  flght  off  Charleston,        Doc.  409 
Lbtchbr,  John,  Got.  of  Va.,  message 
of  Nov.  IS,  Doa  212 

proclamation  relative  to  the  dlstii- 

bntiun  of  salt  in  Virginia,    Doc.    14 
calls  out  the  militia  of  Va.,         D.    88 
"Levi  Starbuck,"  ship,  captured,  D.    11 
"  Levi  Rowe,"  capture  of  the,        D.    20 
Lexington,  Ky.,  flght  at,  D.      4 

reliel  occupation  of;  D.    26 

Liberia,  treaty  with,  D.    66 

liberty,  Tenn.,  scout  to,  D.    42 

Llcktown,  Ky.,  flght  at,  D.    49 

LiKBBR,  CliARLIS,  P.        9 

LiBBBR,  Francis,  LL.D.,  P.      9 

LiBBOLo,  B.,  Lieut. -Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Marfreesboro,         Doc.  162 
**  Lightning,"  schooner,  captured,  D.    62 
Lincoln,    Abraoam,    letter    recom- 
mending Thomas  K.  Smith  to  the 
military  and  naval  authorities  In 
Tenn.,  D.      6 

recommends  amendments  to  the 

Constitution,  D.    20 

a  dissolution  of  his  cabinet,        D.    27 
Ses  Connecticut, 
order  establishing  a  provisional 

court  in  Louisiana,  Doc.    29 

emancipation  proclamation,  Issued 

as  a  general  order,  D.    81 

jSEm  emancipation,  D.    80 

General  Order  respecting  the  gen- 
eral observance  of  the  Sabbath 
day.  Doc.  181 

emancipation  proclamation  of,  Doc.  207 
address  of  the  citiaens  of  Manches- 
ter, Eng.,  to,  Doc.  844 
letter  to  the  people  of  Bfanchestar, 

Eng.,  Doc.  420 

proclamation  of  March  10,  Doc.  446 
Fast  proclamation,  March  30,  Doc.  490 
proclamation  on  internal  and  coast- 

wiiie  intercourse.  Doc.  498 

eonscriptltui  proclamation  of,  Doc.  611 
keeps  himself  shut  up  In  a  cage, 

P.      9 

his  lost  story,  P.    89 

notices  of,  D.  15, 16,  28,  48,  63 

Lincoln  Co.,  Mo.,  fight  in,  D.    79 

Linden,  Tenn.,  flght  at,  D.    78 

LiNMAT,  D.  W.,  CoL    Sm  Arkansas 

Post. 
LiKMAY,  Jambs,  Col.,  D.    40 

LiPPBRT,  Loth  A  R,  Mi^Jor,  Thirteenth 

lUlnois  Ciivairy,  D.    79 

**  Little  Crow,"  Indian,  hostile  plans 

of,  D.    21 

Little  River,  N.  0. ,  expedition,  D.  82 
Liverpool,  Eng.,  anti-slavery  confer- 
ence at,  D.  86 
enianci|)atIon  meeting  in,  D.  47 
Loan,  Brn.,  Gen.,  Doc.  874 
Ijuoan,  John  A.,  Gen.,  Doc.  612 
Loudon,  Eng.,  rebel  writers  In,  P.  42 
LoNosTRBRT,  Jambs,  Qcu.,  rebel,  D.  9 
LooHi»,  Rkcbbn,  Sixth  III.,  D.    68 

LoPEX,  ^  Gov.  of  Tamaollpas, 

Mexico,  D.    29 

Loudon  Co.,  Ya.,  rebels  visit,        D.    68 

Geu.  Ueary*s  recounoissance  to,  D.      6 

**  Louisa  Hatch,"  ship,  captured,  D.    61 

Louisiana,  proviiiooal  State  govern- 

aienfc  of,  D.    62 


paob 
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provisional  eoort  of, 

JSe^  Charles  A.  Peabody. 

Gen.  Banks's  address  to  the  people 

of,  D.    28 

election  of  Congressmen  ordered 

in,  D.    16 

See  Thomas  0.  Moore,  D.    26 

Louisiana  Volunteers,  Union,  First 

Regiment  of.  Doc    46 

Second  Regiment,  loyal,  of,         D.    62 
First  National  Cavalry  of,  D.    65 

First  Cavalry  oC    J!>6€  Bayou  Teche. 
See  Old  River,  La. 

Kighteenth  Rel)el  Regiment  of.  Doc.  46 
LovRLL,  Man8pikli>,  Uen.,  rebel,    D.    12 
dismissed  the  service  of  the  rebels, 

D    rs 

"  Lovell,"  destruction  of  the,         D.    62 
LowB,  W.  W.,  Col.    See  Fort  Donel- 

son. 
Loyal  National  League  of  New-Tork, 
inauguration  of,  D.    51 

Lddluw,  ,  CoL     See  prisoners^ 

D.    83 
LoBmo,  A.  H.,diaplain  Thirty-Third 

N.Y.S.V.,  Doc. 

LuNT,  W.  W.,  execution  of,  D. 

Lton,  Nathaniel,  Gen.,  monxunent 

to  the  memory  of,  P. 

Lyons,  Jambs,  of  Va.,  D. 
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Macaitlat,  Daniel,  Col.,  report  of 
the  batUe  of  Port  Gibson,  Miss., 

Doc.  672 
Mackey^s  Point,  S.  C,  bombarded,  D.  8 
Madigan,  John  W.,  D.    72 

BladisonviUe,    Ky.,    guerrilla   flght 

near,  D.    12 

"  Madonna,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  23 
MArrrr,  J.  N.,  Com.,  rebel,  D.    62 

Mag  AW,  Samuel,  Lieut.  Com.,  D.  ^ 
''  Maggie  Fulton,"  captured,  D.    62 

Haoinnis,  John,  death  of,  D.    61 

Magrvdkr,  J.  B.,  Gen.,  proclama- 
tion declarini^  the  rauing  of  the 
blockade  at  Galveston,  D.    82 

report  of  the  battle  at  Galveston, 

Doc  848 
notice  of,  D.    80 

Mabc^et,  D.  a.,  address  to  prisoners 

of  State.  D.    45 

Maine,  loyal  resolutions  of  the  Legis- 
lature of,  D.    67 
Seventh  Regiment  of,  D.      2 
Twenty-Tliird  Regiment  of,         D.      4 
See  Bayou  Teche,  La. 
See  Jacksonville,  Fla. 
tlie  story  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment 
of,                                             P.    19 
Manassas  Junction,  Ta.,  attack  on 

the  Union  troops  at,  D.      7 

Manchester,  Eng.,  Lincoln's  letter  to 
the  people  of.  Doc.  420 

address  of  the  citizens  of,  to  Presi- 
dent Lincoln,  Doc.  844 
"  Manchester,"  ship,  captured,      D.      1 
"  Matigum,  Mary  E."  schooner,     D.    19 
Mankato,  Minn.,  condemned  Indians 

hung  at,  D.    28 

Manly,  M.  E.,  Judge  of  N.  0.,  D.  48 
.Manhfikld,  J.  K.  F.,  Gen.,  P.      9 

"  Maratanza,"  gunboat,  fired  Into  by 

the  rebels,  D.      S 

"  Margaret  and  Jessie,"  steamer,  run 

the  blockade,  D.    75 

"  Maria,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  16 
Marlanna,  Ark.,  skirmish  near,  D.  18 
Marian  Co.,  Ark.,  report  of  Captain 

Birch's  expedition  into,        Doc.  260 
Marmaocke,  J.,  Gen.,  account  of  bis 
raid  into  South-Missouri,      Doc  661 
notices  of,  D.  19, 28, 82, 84, 68 ;  Doc  608 
Mabsh,  Jason,  Col.,  report  of  the  bat- 
tle of  Murfreesboro,  Doc  146 
Mab((hall,  H.,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.    29 
Martin,  John  A.,  Col.,  D.    23 
report  of  the  battle  near  Brent- 
ville,  Tenn.,                          Doc  246 
Martin,  Wiluam,                      Doc  600 
Mamui,  Wm.    See  Medals  of  llooor. 
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"Mary  Jane,'*  schooner,  captured, 

D.    67 
Maryland,  the  rights  of  dUaens  of, 
in  the  rebel  territory.  D.    49 

orders  regulating   trade  between 

Virginia  and,  D.    04 

the  Invasion  of,  P.      7 

First  Regiment  of,  D.    58 

Home  Guard,  D.    80 

Maryland  Line,  the  P.      7 

Mart  Owens,  heroism  of.  P.      8 

Masilla, ,  Mr.,  killed  near  War- 

renton  Junction,  Va.,  D.    T8 

Mason,  CoL   Seventh  Maine  Regt- 

ment,  D.     9 

Mason,  J.  M.,  correspondence  with 
Earl  Russell,  D.    56 

rebel  opinion  of  his  correspond- 
ence with  Earl  Russell,  D.    M 
at  the  Lord  Mayor's  banquet,  Lon- 
don,                                         D.    45 
Massachusetts,  LegisUture,  thanks  of 

the,  to  the  soldiers,  D.    58 

Massachusetts  Volunteers. 
Second  Regiment  of,  D.    IS 

Third  Regiment  of,  D.      7 

Fifth  Regiment  of,  D.      T 

Sixth  Regiment  of,  D.    79 

Eighth  Regiment  of,  D.    18 

Eighteenth  Regiment  of,  D.    28 

Thirty-first  Regiment  of,  D.    IT 

Forty-third  Regiment  of,  D.    62 

Forty-fourth  Ilegiment  of,  D.      T 

Forty-seventh  Regiment  of,  D.  20 ; 

Doc.  264 
Forty-eighth  Regiment  of,  D.    69 

Fiftieth  Regiment  of,  D.     16 

Fifty-first  Regiment  of,  D.    18 

Fifty-fourth    Regiment,    colored, 

D.    78 
See  Bayou  Teche. 
See  Blount's  Mills,  N.  a 
See  North-Carolina,  Doc  199 

See  C.  A.  Heckman,  Doc  569 

See  notices  of,  D.  14;  Doc  468 

Eleventh  Battery  of,  D.    78 

Matcbbt,  Chablbs  G.,  Capt,  report 
of  the  fight  at  Franklin,  Tenn., 

Doc  519 
Mathew  Co.,  Va.,  ex)>edltlon  into,  D.    17 
Kilpatrlck's  raid  into,  D.    76 

Matthews,  Edward  S.,  report  of  the 

loss  of  the  "  Hatteras,"  Doc  856 

Macpin.  Robert,  Capt,  rebel,        D.    48 
May,  Lieut.-CoL  Eighth  Kentucky, 

Doc.  197 
Maysville,  Va.,  cavalry  flght  at,  D.  10 
McAllister,  Fort.  See  Genesb  Point, 

Ga. 
McALLisrax,  Jambs  A.,  Capt,  rebel. 

Doc.  489 
McCandlrss,  W.  G.,  Major,  D.    86 

McCann,  Richard,  D.    88 

McClkllan,  Gborgb  B.,  Gen.,  Stu- 
art's rebel  cavalry  pass  round 
the  army  of,  D.      9 

report  of  operations  after  the  eva* 
cuaUoo  of  Harrison's  Landing, 

Doc      8 
relieved- of  the  command  of  the 

Army  of  the  Potomac,  D.    19 

fkrewell  address  to  the  Army  of 

the  Potomac,  Doc  179 

the  "  modern  Bellsarlns,"       Doc    95 
noUces  of,  D.  8, 10, 18,61,67;  Doc  894 
McClbrnand,  John  A.,  Miyor-Gen., 
report  of  the  battle  at  Arkansas 
Post,  Doc  860 

letter  on    the   charge  at  Vicks- 

bnri^.  Doc.  69T 

congratuUtory  order  on  the  siege 

of  Vicksburgh,  Doc.  687 

notices  of,  D.  84,  69 ;  Doc.  616 

MgCluri,  a.  K.    See  Pennsylvania. 
McCooK,  A.  Mc  D.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  D.  88 ; 

Doc  174 
McGooK,  B.  M.,  Ool.,  D.    72 

McCooE,  Robert  L.,  Brlg.-Gen.,  Doc.  215 
McCoDN,  William  H.,  Col.,  reliel,  D.      9 
Mi'CowN,  John  P.,  Gen.,  rebel.  Doc  ITS 
McCrba,  John,  Col.,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Thompson's  Station, 

D0&4A1 
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D. 

Lleut.-C<>l. 

Doc. 

Medals   of 


17 


286 


McCrillis,  CoL. 

UcCl'LLOruil,    WILLIAM, 

Fourth  Illiiiuis, 

UcDONALD,    JUUX.       JSt6 

Honor. 
McOkr,  Dakirl,  rel)el  guerrilla,    D. 

McQiMMS,  ,  Oen.,  at  the  battle 

of  Cliampion  llill.  Mis*.,     Doc. 
McOuwAM,   Joux.     Set  Medals   of 

Honor. 
McKiNtrrRY,  Jdstus,  Major,  D. 

McKmght,  William,  Doc 

McLackim,  C.     See  Rebel  Partisan 

Ran|{crs. 
McLawh,  LArAYKTTR,  Oeo.,   rebel. 
See  Cliancellorsvillc,  Doc. 

McLkod,  Jambs.      See  Medals    of 

Honor. 
McMliinrllle,  Tenn.,   CoL  Wilder*B 
scout  to,  D. 

occu))icd,  D. 

McNbbl,  Oeorgb  W.,  rebel  Provost- 
Marshal,  P. 
McNril,  Johm,  Gen.,  at  Cape  Girar< 
deau.  Mo.,                            Doc. 
executes  Porter's  guerrillas,  D.  4 ; 

Doc. 

notices  of,  D.  16,  82,  (iS, 

McPnKKTKKa,  Dr.,  exiielled  fjrom  the 

Union  lines,  D. 

McPhbxtbbs,  J.  P.,  Col.,  rebel,  killed, 

D.  8 ;  Doc. 
McPbkrsox,  Jambs  B.,  Gen.,    D.  78 ; 

Doc  612, 
McVicak,  Lieut. -Coly  D. 

Mradb,  UxuRaB  O.,  Gen.,  D. 

See  Cliancelloravllle. 
Meiulow  Station,  Tenn.,  fight  at.  Doc. 
MxAonsR,  Thomas    Francis,   Brig.- 
Gen.,  report  of  the    battle  of 
Fredeiiclisburgh,  Va.,  Doc. 

Me<lalia,  Minn.,  fight  at,  D. 

Med»ls  of  Honor  to  seanien,       Doc. 
Mediation.    See  Milner  Gibson,    D. 
See  IjOuIs  Napoleon. 
See  iCngland. 
Memphis,  Tcnn.,  Union  meeting  In, 

D. 

Mendota,  III.,  Union  meeting  at,   D. 

Mercersburgh,  Pa.,  Doc. 

Mkrcikr,  M.,  French  Minister,  his 

visit  to  Kiclmiond,  Va.,  D. 

Mbrritt,  GtsoRGK  R.,  rebel,  letter  to 

Gen.  Grant.  P. 

MethodisU.     See  New-England,   D. 

Mexicans,  depredations  of  the,      D. 

Micldgan  Volunteers,  First  Rei^ment 

of.  Doc. 

Second  Regiment  of,  D. 

bravery  of  the  Seventh  Regiment 

of,  at  Fredericlcsburgh,        Doc. 

Second  Cavalry  of,  D. 

Fiah  Cavalry  of,  D. 

Twenty-sixtli  Regiment  of,         D. 

See  Fre<lericlisburgli,  Va.,  Doc.  87,  246 

See  Kayuiond,  Miss.,  Doc  612 

See  Somerset,  Ky. 

iSss  Ponc)iatouhi,La.,  Doc 

See  Thompson's   Station,    Tenn., 

Doc  489, 

Middleburgh,ya.,  Union  raid  into,  D. 

flglit  at,  D. 

MlddleUtwn,  Ky.,  fight  at,  D. 

MiLRS,  N.  A.,  Col.,  Doc 

Military  jirisoners  discharged,       D. 

M1U.KI1,  John  F.,  Col.,  report  of  the 

battle  of  St4ine  River,  Doc. 

MiLLRR,  J.   D.,  Capt.  First  IIHnnls 

Battery,  Doc. 

Millkcn's  Bend,  La.,  expedition  to,  D. 

Gen.    Sherman's    exi>edltlon    to. 

Doc. 

Mill  Spring,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D. 

MiUwiHMl,  Va.,  rebels  captured  at,  D 

MiLROT,  R.  H.,  Gen.,  D. 

his  mode  of  punishing  soldiers,  P. 

notices  of,  D.  82,  48,  74,  75 

Milton,  Tenn.,  accounts  of  the  battle 

at,  Ditc. 

Mingo  Swamp,  Mo.,  account  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc. 

Miuiiemta,  Indian  liarbarities  in,  D. 

repori  of  th*  <^)craUons  of  Uie 
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Second  Begliiient  of,    Doc  215 ; 

D.  21,  46 
"MixvibHaJt,'*  P.    85 

MiKTY,  R.  H.  G.,  Col.,  report  of  the 
liattle  of  Murfreesboro,        Doc  141 
notices  of,  D.  M,  55 

Mississippi,  Jeff  Davis's  speech  be- 
fore the  liCglsIature  of.         Doc  894 
official  re|)ort  of  the  operations  of 

General  Washhume  In,       Doc  280 
Grierson's  raid  through,  D.    70 

See  John  J.  Pettus. 

Second  rebel  Regiment  of,  D.    76 

*  ^  M  isslssippi."  schooner,captured,  D.    75 
Mississippi  River,  debate  in  the  rebel 
Congress  on  the  tne  navigation 
of,  D.    42 

Mississippi  and  Tennessee  Railroad 

damaged  by  the  Nationals,  Doc  281 
Missouri,  Legislature  asks  Congress 
for  an  appropriation  for  emand- 
pation  purposes,  D.    40 

account  of  Marmaduke's  raid  Into, 

Doc.  561 
MIssoarl    Volunteers.     See    Tacoo 
River. 
See  Arkansas  Post. 
^0  Springfield,  Mo. 
See  Prairie  Grove,  Ark. 
See  Hartsville,  Mo. 
See  Steele's  Bayou.       • 
See  Mingo  Swamp,  Mo. 
Jf^e  Comyn's  Expedition. 
See  Cape  Giradeau. 
First  Begt  of,  Doc    69 

Sixth  RegU  of,  D.  2, 25 

Seventh  Regt.  of.  Doc.    60 

Twentv-fiah  Regt  of,  D.  75 ;  Doc.    66 
Fortieth  Regt.  of,  D.    48 

Sixty-first  Regt.  of,  D.    43 

Sixty-eighth  Regt.  of,  D.    40 

Third  Cavalry  of,  D.    21 

Fourth  Cavalry  of,  D.    21 

Fifth  Cavalry  of,  D.    66 

Sixth  Cavalry  of,  D.  11,  24 

Eighth  Cavalry  of,  Doc.     60 

Ninth  Cavalry  of,  D.    21 

Tenth  Cavalry  of,  D.    79 

"  Missouri  Democrat,"  quoted.  Doc    70 
RliTciiRLL,  by  W.  F.  Williams,        P.      1 
MrrciiRL,  O.  M.,  M^.-Gen.,      Doc.  85,  84 
death  of,  D.      9 

MiTcnxLL,   R.    B.,  Gen.,   order  la 
reference  to  guerrilla  operations, 

D.    88 
order  quartering  wounded  rebels 

at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  D.    41 

arrests  wealthy  cltixens  of  Nash- 
ville. Tenn.,  D.    47 
notice  of,                                  D.  61, 66 
Mix,  Simox  H.,  CoL,  account  of  his 

expedition  into  North-Carolina,         ^ 

Doc  894 

notice  of,  D.    87 

Mix,  JoHM,  Ueut-Col.,  D.    16 

MiXNBR,  J.  K.,  CoL,  Doc  278 ;  D.  25 

Mobile,  Ahi.,  review  of  rebel  army  at, 

D.    51 
schooners  captured  off,  D.    67 

"  British  Consular  Guards  "  in,  D.    75 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad,  report  of 
Col.  Dickey's  expedition  to  the. 

Doc.  278 
Mol^ack  Bay,  Va.,  schooners  cap- 
tured in,  D.    67 
''Monitor"  loss  of  the.  Doc.  825;  D.  80 
part  of  the  crew  of,  captured,     P.      6 
MnxROR,  Jas.,  CoL,  D.    46 
MONTAMAT.  JoHV,  the  CRse  of,  P.    22 

MOXTCOMRRV,    J\«IB»,    C<>1.,     ScCOUd 

Regt.  S.  C.  Vob,,  D.  58, 70 ;  Doc  444 
Montice]lo,Ky.,  reconnoissance  to,  D.    79 
accounts  of  tlie  battle  at.         Doc  575 
Moody,  Graxvili.b,  Col.,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Doc  irs 
Moon  Lake,  La.,  skirmish  near,  D.  '9 
M(X)aK,  A.  B.,  CoL,  D.    23 

letter  on  the  fight  at  Hartsville, 

Doc  2S8 
See  Ilirtsville,  Doc  288 

MfH)aR,  R.  S.,  CoL,  D.    88 

MooBB,  Tuos.  O.,  rebel  Got.  of  La., 

D.    25 


FACB 

Moorefield,  Va.,  attack  on,  D.    SI 

MoHGAX.  Cha^ton,  D.    ik 

MoRGAX,  G.  N.,  CoL  First  Minnesota. 

See  Fre<!erlcksburgb,  Doc    87 

MoROAX,  G.  W.,  Gen.,  Doc.  8i0 

MoROAM,  J.  H..  Gen.,  official  report  of 
his  raid  through  Kentucky,  D«c.  SflS 
the  cities  he  took,  P.     I 

See  Kentucky. 
Notices  of,  D.  4. 7, 12, 28, 24,  SS,  29, 

46,  48,  56,  GO,  78 ;  D*k.  ITS 
MoBOAir,  Wm.  H.,  CoL,  D.    21 

report  of  the  fight  at  Davb's  Milb, 
Miss.,  Doc  2S4 

Morgan  Co.,  Ind.,  arrest  of  desert- 
ers in,  D.    41 
Morgantowh,  Ky.,  skinnlsh  near,  D.     T 
*'  Morning  Light,"  ship  of  war,  cap- 
tured, p.    S7 
Morris,  0.  H.,  CoL,  report  of  tlie 

battle  of  Chancellors  vilie,    D»>«-.  TiSl 
MorrlsvUle,  Va.,  fight  near,  D.    SI 

MoRvnx,  Chasl  W.    Se4  Medals  vf 

Honor. 
MosBT,  Jxo.  8l,  Capt,  rebel.      Doe.  413 
at  the  fight  at  Warrenton  Junc- 
tion, Va.,  Doc.  Wl 
at  Kettle  Run,  Vs.,  Pnc  &$ 
notices  of,                           D.  5?.  09,  •« 
Alound  City,  Ark.,  dcstractlon  of,  D.   33 
Mount  Sterling,  Ky..  official  accoanta 

of  the  capture  of,  Dnc.  470 

MuDD,  J.  J.,  Migor,  D.  fi.  1:.,  43 

Muldraugh's  UUI,  Ky.,  fight  at,  D.  »; 

Munchanseniana,  P.  7,  9,  IS 

MuxpoRD,  W.  Bw  D.    80 

Munfordsville,  Ky.,  fight  near,     D.    S8 
battle  of,  Doc.  ttl 

Mrxoa,  Mexican  chief,  D.    9 

Murfreesboro,  Tenn.,  official  reports 
of  the   battle    ot    iS^    Stone 
River, 
narratives  of  the  battle  of.      Doc.  1SB 
Lieut.-Gen.  Polk's  report  of  the 

battle  of,  D.,c.  476 

evaciMted  by  the  rebels,  D.    31 

rebels  surrender  themselves  at,  D.   41 

rebel  descent  on,  D.   37 

See  Stone  River,  Tenn. 

MrRRAY,  W.  J.,  the  exploit  oi;      P.    a 

Mtkrs,  Samctkl  BL,  Mi^Jor  Seventh 

Va.  Cavalry,  rebel.  Doc  221 


Naolkk,  Hkxbt  M.,  Gen.,  Doc.  5S9-, 

D.    17 
"Narclase,"  capture  of  the,  D.    SI 

Nanpemond  River, Va.,  figlit  on  the.D.  61 
reliel  blockade  of,  passed,  D.    €9 

rebel  batteries  on,  silenced,       D.    0 
Union  reconnoissance  to,  D.    70 

official  reports  of  the  battle  on  the. 

Doc  541 
Napolkox,  Loins,  speech  of.  In  refer- 
ence to  Amerlaui  affairs,        D.    84 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  disloyal    dtixeiis 
ban  idled  fWim,  D.    7t 

wealthy  dtiaens  of,  arrested,      P    47 
white  persons  in,  com|>eUed  to  take 

the  oath  of  allegiance,  D.    (4 

batUe  at.  Doc  113 

Union  meeting  at,  D.    43 

fights  near,  D.  5,  6,  IS,  16,  27,  ^ 

rebel  women  in,  D.    41 

"  Nashville,"  rebel  steamer,  runs  the 
blockade,  p.     7 

official  reports  of  the  destmctluo 
of  the.  Doc  439 

Nashville  and  Chattanooga  Railrtisid, 

guerrilla  otieratioos  cm  the,  D.  33 
Natdiex,  Miss.,  Union  fleet  at«  D.  36 
National  War   Committee   ask   for 

letters  of  marque,  D.    25 

"  Nationals  XHgbtened  by  a  rooster," 

P    49 
Nbglbt,  Jambs  S.,  Gen.,  report  of  the 
hatUeofNashvUle,  T^na.,    Doc  173 
See  Stone  River,  Tenn. 
Negroes  at  Port  Royal  dnftfed  Inle 
the  Union  army.  D.   91 
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how  they  are  wi  free  In  Aocomnc, 

Va.,  P.    17 

Batler*8  order  in  reference  to,    D.    10 
Tagrant  In  New  Orleans,  D.    M 

effect  of  the  Bmancl|Mition  Proc- 
Umatiun  on  the  sale  of,  in  Ken- 
tucky, D.  67 
the  bravery  of,  at  Osage,  Doc.  62 
edacatlon  of,  at  Port  Koyal,  P.  48 
an  aged  one,  P.  4S 
866  lilessage  of  Qoy.  Brown   of 

Georgia,  Nov.  IS,  1862,  D.    15 

S66  Jeff  Davis*s  Prochunation, 

Doc.  291 
Ses  a  strange  story,  P.     7 

8es  Sherwood,  Mo. 
J3e6  Culored  Volunteers. 
Se6  G.  P.  Hodges. 
/iss  James  Mont;(omery. 
Ses  Cypress  Bend,  D.    43 

St6lf.ili. 

iS^  Colored  Begiments. 
**  Nettie,**  schooner,  captured,        D.    5S 
Newark,  N.  J.,  a  Vallandlgham  meet- 
ing at,  D.    79 
Union  meeting  at,  D.    54 
Kew-Baltimure,  Va.,  cavalry  light 

near,  D.    11 

Newbern,  N.  C,  skirmish  near,     D.    5U 
skirmish  at,  D.    14 

rebel  depredations  on  the  graves 

ofthe  UnlunisUat,  P.    89 

account  of  the  attack  on.  Mar.  14, 

Doc.  450 
reenforcements  from,  for  Oen.  Fos- 
ter, D.    61 
Kkwbukt,  0.  P.,  Capt.  Twenty-flfth 

Mo.  Vols.,  Doc.    59 

Newen;xland  to  be  lea  out,  P.    42 

Methodist  Conference,  patriotism 
of,  D.    61 

Hew- Hampshire   volunteers.    .  S^6 

Fretlericksburgh,  Doc.     86 

Second  KefrL  of,  D.    51 

Third  IV»gt.  of.  P.    49 

ElKhth  Regt.  of,  Doc.    45 

Fourteenth  Kegt.  of,  D.      4 

Firteenth  Kcgt.  of,  D.    15 

notice  of.  Doc.  584 

New-Uaven,  Ky.,  rebels  surprised  at, 

D.    2'» 

Mew-Jersey,  peace  resolutions  of,  D.    55 

First  Cavalry  of,  D.    21 

S'6  Washington,  N.  0.  Doc.  550 

New-Madrid,  Mo.,  evacuated  by  the 

Unionists,  D.    29 

New-Mexico,  rebel  invasion  of,      D.    28 
New-Orleans,  La.,  Union  meetings  at, 

D.  15,  85 
oath  of  allegiance  at,  D.    28 

General  Butler's  address  to  the 

people  of.  Doc.  270 

Tagrant  negroes  in,  D.    52 

See  Gen.  Bttnks. 
New-Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad, 

D.    78 
New-River,  N.  C,  expedition,        D.    17 
Cushiug's  ex|)eilitloti  up  the.  Doc.  181 
Newspaiiers,     correspondents      of, 
obliged   to   publish  news  over    - 
tlielr  own  signatures,  D.    69 

New  York  City,  emancipation  jubilee 
in,  D.    82 

Loyal  National  League  of,  inaug- 
urated, D.    54 
New-Tork  Yolunteers,  Ninth  Regt  of, 

D.  68,  71 
Twelfth  Regt  of,  D.    76 

Thirtieth  Regt  of,  D.    79 

Thirty-second  Regt.  of,  D.    77 

Forty-second  Regt.  of,  the  "  IcJyal    . 

pigeon,**  of,  P.    17 

Sixty-ninth  Regt  of.  Doc.    8 

Seventy-fifth  Regt.  of.  Doc.    45 

Eighty-ninth  Kegt  of,  D.    65 

Nluety-niuth  Regt.  of;  D.  64, 70 

One  Hundredth  Regt  of,  D.    58 

One  Hundred  and  Sixth  Regt  of. 

D.    48 
One  Hundred  and  Serenth  Regt.  of 

D.     8 
One  Hundred  and  Thirtieth  Regt 
of;  D.87,61 
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One  Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Regt 

of,  ,  D.    4S 

One  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Regt  of, 

D.      1 
One  Hundred  and  mty-sixth  Regt 

of,  D.    14 

One  Hundred  and  Sixtieth  Regt  of, 

D.    65 
One  Hundred  and  Seventieth  Regt 

of,  D.    75 

One  Hundred  and  Serenty-third 

Regt  of,  D.    26 

See  llayou  Teche,  La. 
See  Ponchatoula,  La.,  Doc.  471 

^eFalmuuth,  Doc.  198 

See  Newbem,  N.  C. 
See  Frederickshurgfa,  Va.,  Doc  80, 102 
Sfie  Fairmont,  Va.,  Doc  564 

See  Coles's  Island,  S.  C. 
See  Blount's  MiUs,  N.  0. 
notices  of,  Doe.  206,  458 

First  Cavalry  of,  D.  17,  82,  66,  74 

Third  Cavalry  of,  D.  2U,  52,  71 

Fifth  Cavalry  of,  D.    48 

Sixth  Cavalry  of,  D.  69,  71 

First  Mounted  Rifles,  D.    74 

"  Nichohis  I."  steamer,  captured,  D.    56 
Nichols,  W.  a,  Col.,  D.      6 

Nixo.<«,  KicHian,  Lieut -Col.,  D.    70 

Noleusville,  Tenn.,    Union   wagon- 
train  attacked  near,  D.    46 
Noncouuah,  Tenn.,  fight  |t,  D.    65 
Nonconnah  Bottom,  Tenn.,  skirmish 

at,  D.    47 

Norfolk,  Va.,  Union  election  In,     D.    78 
rebellious  clergymen  in,  D.    5S 

Norfolk  and  Petersburgh  Railroad, 

destruction  of  the,  D.    77 

North,  the,  a  unit  against  the  Rebel- 
lion, P.    19 
North-Curolina,  her  loyalty,           D.    42 
Gen.  Foster's  expedition  through. 

Doc.  191 
official  report  of  Oen.  Foster's  op- 
erations in.  Doc.  258 
rebel  official  reports  of  operations 

in,  Doc.  268 

resolutions  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons of,  D.    22 
Col.  Mix's  expetlltion  Into,      Doc.  894 
Governor  Vance's  appeal  to  the 

planters  of.  Doc.  524 

See  J.  B.  Vance. 

InvasitiU  of,  D.    88 

ThirteenUi  Rebel  Regt.  of,  D.    20 

Northern  Neck,  Va.,  expedition  to, 

D.    58 
NoKTOV,  Eu  p.,  D.    79 


Occoquan,  Va.,  fight  at,  D.    26 

O'CoMxa,  D.  L.,  Ueut,  report  of 
the  capture  of  CoL  Stoughton, 

Doc.  448 
"  Odd  Fellow,**  schooner,  capture  of, 

D.    74 
Ohio,  tlie  Department  of.  D.    57 

Ohio  Volunteers.  See  Arkansas  Post 
See  La  Vergne,  Tenn..  Doc.  245 

See  Cumyn's  Expedition,        Doc  422 
See  Hradyvllle,  Tenn. 
See  Carter's  Expedition. 
See  Chickasaw  Bayou. 
See  Fretlericksburgh,  Doc    88 

See  HartsvUle,  Doc  237 

See  Parker's  Cross-Roada. 
See  Stone  River. 
See  Milton,  Tenn. 
See  A.  D.  Strelght. 
See  Thompson's  Station. 
I^ghteenth  Regiment  of,  D.    62 

Twenty-second  Regiment  of,  D.  41 
Twenty-sixth  Regiment  of,  D.  79 
Seventy-sixth  Regiment  of,  D.  67 
Ninety-third  Regiment  of,  D.    28 

One  Hundred  and  fifth  Regiment 

of,  0.    56 

One  Hundred  and  Sixteenth  Regi- 
ment of,  D.    47 
One   Hundred  and  Twenty-third 
Regiment  oi;                           D.    47 

Doc..l75»  458 
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Oldom,  CoairBLTA,  heroism  of,        P.    12 
OM  Ford,  N.  0.,  fight  at,  Dix;.  1U4 

Old  Fort  Wayne,  Ark.,  fight  at       D.    6 
official  reports  of  the  battle  of.  Doc    29 
Old  River,  La.,  official  reitort  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc.    421 

"  Olive  Jane,"  ship,  capture<I,  D.  43 
Olmbtbao,  F.  L.  See  Sanitary  Com- 
mission, Doc.  90 
*'  Oneida,"  ship,  destruction  of,  D.  67 
One  Word,  by  •'  H.."  P.  18 
OsDEUDOSK,  B.  F.,  LIeut-GoL,Doc42; 

D.    27 
Opeionsas  River,  official  reports  of 

the  operations  on  the,  Doc  553 
Opelousas,  La.,  occupation  of,  D.  69 
**  Oreto,"  account  of  the  escape  of. 

Doc.  892 

captures  the  brig  Windward,      D.    38 

arrives  at  Havana,  D.    87 

Orizaba,  Miss.,  capture  of,  D.    11 

Oi«age  River,  Mo.,  fight  on  the.  Doc.    52 

OsBAKD,  E.  D..  Capt,  oflTiclal  report  of 

his  expedition  into  Mls8ourl,Doc.  529 
OsTBaHAUs,   P.  J.,  Brig. -Gen.    See 
Arkansas  Poet 
notices  of.  Doc.  616,    628 

Otw,  Elhbb,  Capt,  report  of  tlie  bHt- 

tle  of  Murfreesboro,  Doc.    144 

"  Ouachita,"  steamer,  captured,    D.      8 
Our  Heroes,  by  S.  R.  K,  P.    47 

"  Our  Wounded,"  by  C.  K.  Tucker- 
man,  P.  85 
OvERTu.N,  JoBif,  rebel.  Doc.  176 
OwBX,  David,  of  Bethel,  Vt,  P.  24 
OwBN,  R.  K.,  Lieut  Com.,  Due.  868 
Ozaukee  County,  Wis.,  draft  resisted 

in,  D.    14 

Oxford,  Miss.,  skirmishes  near,     D.    23 


Paivb,  Elbazrr,  Gen.,  Doc  588 

Palmbr,  Jambs  S.,  Capt,  Doc  888 

Palmkm.  J.  W.,  Capt.,  D«ic.  283 

Palmrr,  Jonn  M.,  Gen.,  at  the  battle 
of  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Doc.  176 

notice  of,  D.  89.    74 

Palmbrstoh,  Lord,  D.    46 

''Palmetto   State,"  rebel   gunboat, 
launched,  D.      1 

christening  of  the.  Doc    15 

Palmyra,  Tenn.,  attack  on  gunboat 
near,  D.    60 

destroyed,  D.    61 

Panola,  Miss.,  fight  near,  Doc.  »{2 

Paris,  Ky.,  fight  near,  D.    54 

Parkrr,  Foxhall  a.,  Cora.,     D.  17,    83 
Parkbr,  Wm.    See  Medals  of  Honor. 
**  Parker  Cook,"  capture  of  the,     D.    20 
Parker's  Cross- Roads,  Tenn.,  official 

reports  of  the  battle  of.      Doc    82T 
Par*k).\'8,  Chas.  C,  Lieut,  report  of 

the  battle  of  Murfreesboro,  Djc.  145 
PARao.vs,  Job,  the  Maryland  brave,  P    20 

Parwms, ,  rebel  Gen.,  D.    28 

Partisan  Rangers,of  Washington  Co., 

Va.  P.    34 

"  Partisan  Warriors,'*  wanted  by  the 
rel)els,  P.    5 

See  ''  How  to  Meet  the  Enemy,"  D.    73 
Pascagoula,  Miss.,  official  report  of 

the  fight  near,  Doc  525 

"  Passaic,"  iron-cUd  steamer,        D.    19 
"Pathfinder,"  schooner,  captured,  D,    11 
Patricb,  Marsbsca  R.,  Gen.,  at  Chan- 
cellorsviUe,  Doc  5<^1 

notice  of,  •  D.  17;  Doc.  213 

Patriotism.    6Sm  Thomas  Stewart,  P.    26 
Patterson,  Mo.,  fight  near,  D.    65 

Patterson ville,  La.,  fight  at.       Doc.  681 
PATTO.M,  A.  O.,  Mi^i.  First  Mounteil 

Rifles,  N.T.S.V.,  D.    74 

Paul,  E.  A.,  account  of  Stonemau's 

raid  thnragh  Va.,  Dm:  603 

pAxni!!,  J.  C,  Col.,  D.    IS 

report  of  the  expedition  to  CnUl 
Knob,  Va.,  Doc  201 

Pbahovt,   Charlbs    A.,   appointed 

Judge,  Doc.  29;  D.      0 

Peace.    See  J.  Wesley  Green.      , 
mootadiuUiehmoud,  Va.,  D.      t 
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rumored,  D. 

at  the  North,  P. 

debate  in  the  rebel  Congress  on,  D.    89 
Ur.  Conrad's  resolatlon  on,  In  the 

rebel  Congress,  D.    68 

resolutions  of,  passed  the  N.  J. 
Lexislature,  D.    65 

Pick,  Frank  H.,  Lieut  Com.,  report 
of  the  operutions  on  the  Opelou- 
sas  River,  I>oc.  652 

Pick,  Jonif  J.,  Msjor-Oen.,  order  on 
pillaging,  D.    10 

orders  complimenting  CoL  Gtbbs, 

D.    87 
notice  of,  D.    74 

Pick,  O.  E.    Sm  Medals  of  Honor. 
Pbgram,  Gen.,  rebel,  D.    69 

PBOftAM, ,  Gen.,  rebel.   See  Stone 

River. 
••  Pelican,"  schooner,  captured.     D.    27 
PsMBKSToif,  John    C,  Gen.,  rebel, 

D.  74,  81,    83 
Pemiscot  BaToa,  Mo.,  guerrillas  at, 

PxxicK,  W.  R.,  CoL,  D.    44 

report  on  Xht  barbarities  of  the 
rebels.  Doc.    874 

Penkingtox, ,  Lieut.,  at Barbee's 

Cross-Roadfl,  Doc.  177 

Prxnock,  a.  M.,  Capt.,  Doc.  41S 

Pennsylvania,  drafting  commenced 
in,  D.      4 

draft  troubles  in,  D.      4 

the  invasion  of.  Doe.      1 

Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  &«  Coles's 
Island,  8.  C. 
JSee  8tone  River. 

Se^  Newbern,  N.  C,  Doc.  451 

Se*  Chancellorsville. 
Fiah  Regiment  of,  D.    68 

Kleventh  Regiment  of,  D.    21 

Forty-seventh  Regiment  of,     Doc.    88 
Fifty-eighth  Regiment  of,  D.    76 

Thini  Cavalry  of,  D.    19 

Fourth  Cavalry  of,  D.      6 

Firth  Cavalry  of,  D.    86 

8evet)th  Cavalry  of,  D.    60 

Eighth  Cavalry  of,  D.    28 

Kleventh  Cavalry  of,        D.  10,  28,    &1 
Twelflli  Cavalry  of,  D.    46 

notices  of,  Doc.  177,    468 

Penvacola,  Fla.,  Union  troops  captur* 


ed  near. 


D.      8 


PcBKiNS, ,  Capt.  First  Louisiana 

Cavalry,                                    D.  65 

pRRKr.NH,  MarlamsL.,  Capt.,         D.  18 

Perry  County,  Ky.,  skirmish  in,    D.  14 

Perryville,  Tenn.,  battle  of,        Doc.  221 

"  Peter,"  sloop,  captured,              D.  68 

^  Peterhoff,"  steamer,  captured,    D.  49 

Petersburgh,  Tenn.,  fight  near,      D.  61 

Pet<frKburgh,  Vs.,  fight  near,          D.  9 

pRThRSOK,  ALTOBD,  DoC   600 

pKTiuRc,  Jambs  Lodis,  death  of,     D.    68 

Pbttit, ^  Captain,  his  Battery, 

Doc.  198 
Pettie's  Mills,  N.  0.,  rebel  company 

captured  at,  D.    71 

Prtticrew,  J.  J.,  Gen.,  rebel,        D.    60 
Prttv!*,  John  J.,  Gov.,  Proclamation 

of  May  fifth,  D.    71 

Phrlan, ^  rebel.  Col.,  D.    20 

pHRi-ra,  8.  L.,  report  of  his  expe- 
dition to  Linden,  Tenn.,  D.    78 
Philailelplila,  Pa.,  National  Union 

Club  of,  D.    54 

PHiLLira,  Wm.  a.,  Col.,  D.  67,  75 

report  of  the  fight  near  Fort  Glb- 

.Hon,  Ark.,  *       Doc.  623 

Philomont,  Va.,  Mi^or  Keenan's  re- 

connoissance  to,  D.      9 

skimiish  near,  D.    10 

account  of  tlie  skirmish  near.  Doc.  66 
Ptetlmont,  Va.,  occupation  of,  D.  11 
PiKK  Albrrt,  Gen.,  D.    45 

PlkevilU*.  V:i.,  fight  at,  D.    M 

Piu-««nDRV,  C.  D.,  Chaplain,  account 

of  the  battle  at  Brentwood,  Doe.  462 
PiMCKNKV,  .losBPU  C,  Col.  fflxty-slxth 

New- York,  Doc.  198 

PiKTrt,  Francis  E.,  Col.,  D.    77 

Pittmnn's  Ferry,  Mo.,  offlclal  reports 

of  the  expedition  to,  Doe.    66 
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"  Planter,**  rebel  steamer,  log  book 
of  the,      »  P.    82 

"  Planter,''  transport,  lost,  D.    85 

Plattsburgh,  Mo.,  plundered  by  guer- 
rillas, D.    75 

^LBASANTOV,  ALFRBDfGen.,  D.  2, 11, 12, 16 

report  of  the  pursuit  of  Qtn.  Stu- 
art. Doc.    16 
at  Philomont,  Va.,  Doc.    66 
at  Barbee's  Cross-Roads,  Doc.  177 
Plymouth,  N.  C,  partially  burned  by 

rebels,  D.    28 

Pocotaligo,  S.  C,  oiBclal  reports  of 

the  battle  of.  Doc    84 

PoiMDRZTKB, ,  guenillB,  bis  es- 
cape, P.    9 
Point  Lick,  Ky.,  fight  near,              D.    7 
Point  Pleasant,  Va..  accounts  of  Jen- 
kins's raid  on  the.                 Doc.  495 
Political  prisoners,  releaBe  of,        D.    19 
Polk,  Gen.  L.,  rebel.                  Doc.  171 
report  of  the  battle  of  Murfrecs- 
boro,  Tenn.,                         Doc.  476 
Poilocksville,  N.  C. ,  occupation  of,  D.    85 
Ponchatoula,  La.,  fight  near,          D.    73 
account  of  the  capture  of,      Doc.  471 
Poolesville,  Md.,  rebels  visit  the  town 
of,                                            D.    18 
rebel  raid  into.                           D.    25 

POPB,  CURRAM,   Col.  D.      12 

PopB,  John,  MiO.-Gen.,  Doc.  8,  226 

effect  of  the  orders  of.  In  Va.,     P.      6 
Poplar  Hill,  Md.,  rebels  captured  at, 

D. 
Port  Conway,  Va.,  attack  on  Union 
pickets  at,  D. 

Port  Gibson,  Miss,  official  reports  of 
the  battle  at.  Doc. 

rebel  account  of  the  battle  at,  Dnc. 
Port  Hudson,  Miss.,  gunboat  Essex 
attacked  at,  D. 

attack  on,  commenced,  D 

rebel  force  captured  near,  D. 

reports  of  the  fight  at.  Doc. 

Gen.  Banks's  report  on  the  opera- 
tions at,  Doc. 
Port  Boyal,  Va.,  gunboat  fight  near, 

D. 
Union  expedition  to,  D. 

PoRTBR,  D.  D.,  Admiral,  D. 

report  of  the  battle  of  Arkansas 
post,  Doc. 

report  of  the  attack  on  Grand  Gulf, 
Miss.,  Doc. 

report  of  the  capture  of  Grand 
Gulf,  MUs.,  Doc 

report  of  the  capture  of  Alexan- 
dria, Miss.,  Doc 
report  of  the  capture  of  Haines's 
Bluff,  Taaoo  River,               Doc. 
report  of  the  attack  on  VIcksbnrgh, 
May  2241, 1868,                     Doc. 
noUces  of,  D.  56, 60, 70, 71, 75 ;  Doc.  426 
PoRTBR,  FiTz-JoHN,  Gcu.,  D.  8,  87 
"Porter's  rebel  guerrillas,"  execu- 
tion of.                          D.  4 ;  Doc.  27 
Jeff  Davis's  order  in  reference  to 
the  execution  of,  D. 
Portland,  Mo.,  guerrillas  at,  D. 
Portsmouth,  Va.,  Union  election  in, 

^  D. 

PoTTRR,  R.  B.,  Gen.,  D. 

at  Fredericksburgh,  Doc. 

Prairie  Grove,  Ark.,  ofllelal  reports 

of  the  battle  of,  Doc 

an  Incident  of,  P. 

Prrrtiiw,  B.  M.,  Gen.,  Doc. 

Prick,  Stbruxg,  Gen.,  the  survivors 

of  his  army,  P. 

PBijrcB.  Edward,  Lleat.-GoL  Seventh 

Illinois  Cavalry,  Doc 

**  Princess  Royal,'*  official  reports  of 

the  capture  of  the.  Doc 

Princeton,  Ky.,  capture  of,  D. 

Prisoners.  Sie  military  prisoners,  D. 

exchange  of,  D. 

Privateers,  asked  for  by  the  National 

War  Committee,  D. 

Prises,  captured.    JSe4  Anglla  and 

Scotia. 
Proctor,  Rrdftbld,  CaI„  D. 

Provblnmil  Courts.    <Sss  Looidaaa. 
iSm  OharicB  A.  Peabody. 
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Provost-Marshal.    iSSM  James  B.  Vrj. 
1*KT0R,  Roger  A.,  Gen.,  at  Deserted 
House,  Va.,  Doc  405 

how  he  was  captured  aiid  escaped, 

P.     8 

noUces  of,  D.  27, 41 

Pungo  Creek,  N.C.,  expedition  to,  D.    19 

Putnam's  Ferry,  Mo.,  fight  at|       D.     8 


QcACKBinosB,  8l  p.,  Oom.,  Doc  SOS 
Quakers,  exempticu  memorial  o<,  D.  41 
Quaker  gunboats,  D    fiS 

Qdaxtrbl,  rebel  guerrUIa,  D.  4, 11,  IS,  66 
"  Queen  of  the  Wave,"  rebel  stfeamer, 

stranded,  D.    Si 

"  Queen  of  the  West,**  official  reports 

of  the  loss  of  the.  Doc  865 

QuixM,  Wm.,  Capt.,  U.  81  N.,  D.   81 

Qdwk,  Jaicu,  Uent-CoL,  D.  9 ;  Dec  61 


Rabb,  Datid  G.,  Capt.  Seoond  I&d., 

Doc   >S 
"  Raecr,**  British  frigate,  D.     4 

Rakoolpb,  a.  D.  p.,  p.    SS 

Randolph,  G.  W.,  G«n.,  D.  14,  '4 

Raxnbt,  W.  K.,  Capt,  a    48 

Ransom,  A.,  Captain,  report  of  ope- 
rations in  North-Carolina,   Doc  S?9 
Ransom,  W.  C,  Major,  D.    «> 

Rapid  marching,  P.    81 

Rappahannock  Bridge,  Va.,  figtrt  at, 

D.    IS 
gunboat  fight  on  the,  D.    28 

snow-storm  on  the,  D.    40 

reconnolssance  up  the,  D.    48 

Col.  Clendenen's  raid  along  the,  D.    78 
Rabbv,  Johb   8.,   report   oa  amy 

horses.  Doc  275 

Rawls's  MUls,  N.  C,  fight  at,     Dec  IM 
Raymond,  Miss.,  account  of  the  bat- 
tle at.  Doc  613 
Rbad,  T.  BuoiANAii,  D.    69 
Reading,  Pa.,  treasonable  orfaaica- 

tlon  at^  D.    10 

Rebel  armv.  Got.  Brown's  procfema- 
tion,  in  reference  to  deserters 
f^om,  D. .  77 

West-Pointers  in  the,  P.    M 

the  necessities  of  the,  P.    25 

boys  in  the,  P.    48 

Rebel  Barbarities.  Ses  **How  to 
meet  the  enemy,**  D.    Tl 

Gen.  Dodge's  repovt  on  the,    Dnc  400 
i9e«Urbanna,  D.  18;  P.  24.48,60: 

D.  88,89.  45,68:  Doc  874 
Rebel  cavalry  rapture  guntioalw,  P.  4S 
Rebel  Clergymen,  Gen.  Roosoeaa  ami 

the,  P.    12 

Rebel  Confederacy,  the  rights  of  for- 
eigners in,  D.    49 
Rebel  Congreasu  debate  In  the.  on  the 
Emancipation  Proclamiitloci,  D.    16 
detukte  on  the  navigatloo  of  the 

Misdssfppl,  Dl    41 

resolutions  of,  In  reference  to  the 
enlistment  of  ncgroea  la  the 
Union  army,  D.    45 

peace  resolution  in  the,  D.    61 

report  of  the  committee  on  nalioBal 

outrages,  D.    69 

adjourned.  Doc     t 

Jeff  Davis's  mesaage  to,  Jaaaary- 
12, 1868,  D«e.  874 

Rebel  BuerrillaB,  barbaritica  of  tR, 

^  Doc  874. 

Rebel  manufitetnres,  P.    48 

Rebel  officers  in  battle,  ordv  in  rtt- 

erence  to,  P.    20 

Rebel  Partisan  RangerB,  P.    82 

Rebel  Partisan  Warriors,  P.     5 

Rebel  pictures,  sale  oC,  profaShlted  la 

Baltimore,  D.    54 

Rabel  retaliation,  Barksdale's  refla- 
tions, Dnc  185 
Rebel  RHxIlatory  act,  approved  May 

1, 1863,  Dec  B» 

Aebd  revenge^  P.     6 
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DocS; 


D.  49 
44 


Treasury  notes, 

treachery  of  the,  D 
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day, D.  85 
executions  by  the,  P.  48 
wants  of  the,  Doc.  88 
writers  of.  In  Ijondon,  England,  P.  48 
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the,  P.    19 

Red  River,  Arlc,  rebel  steamers  cap- 
tared  on,  D.    44 
Rno.  ,  Brlg.-Qeneral,   expedi- 
tion into  Hiss.,  D.    79 
RsxD,  Ukhbt  0.,  the  adventures  of, 

P.    18 
Rbkd,  J.  B.  T.,  Mayor  of  Winches- 
ter, Va.,  Doc.  889 
RsKVB,  A.  Z.,  P.    87 
RxBVBS,  N.  a,  Oaptaln,                 D.    IS 
report  of  the   raid   in  Orawford 
County,  Mo.,                         Doc.  849 
Rboak.  J  BR.    Sm  Medals  of  Honor. 
RxrD,  J.  Skwbll,  Captain,              D.    81 
**  Relampago/*  captured,               D.    51 

RxMBRART, ^  Mi^or,  rebel,        D.    44 

RB.xsnAW,  R.  T.,  Commodore.    jSm 

Oalveston,  D.    80 

Retaliation.    Ss4  Rebel  Retaliatory 

act. 
"  RetHbutton,"  rebel  privateer,  cap- 
tures the  brig  Emily  Fisher,    D.    47 
''Retribution,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.  17 
"  Revere,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  8 
RBTBOLm,  J.  J.,  Gen.,  D.  48,  66 

Rhktt,  Alfrbd,  Col.,  rebel.        Doc.  512 
Rhixd,  a.  C,  U.  Sl  N.  Doc. 

Rhode  Island  Volunteers.    Sm  Fal- 
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Tliinl  Regiment  of,  Doc 

Third  ArtUlery  of,  D. 

notice  of,  Doc 

Rhodbs,  R.  E.,  General,  rebel.    See 

Chancellorsville. 
Rich,  Jabbx  C,  rebel. 
RiCBARD<i,  Lewis.     See 

Honor. 
RrcHARDsoM,  Colonel,  rebel, 
Richmond,    Ind.,     newspaper 

stroyed  at, 
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Richmond,  Mo.,  capturetl, 
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of  life  at,  D. 

price  of  substitutes  in,  D. 

people  of,  organized  for  the  de> 

fence  of  the  city,  D.    76 

price  of  gold  In,  D.  55,  61 

account  of  the  bread  riots  in,  Doc.  528 
how  they  bury  dead  soldiers  in,  P.      7 
the  keeper  of  the  '*  Bastile  "  at,  P.    80 
Richmond  "Dispatch,"  account  of 
the  battle  of  PocoUligo,       Doc.    40 
article  on  the  correspondence  be- 
tween Mason  and  Earl  Russel  1.  D.    63 
Richmond  **  Examiner,"  its  opinion 
of  President's  Lincoln's  Emanci- 
pation proclamation,  D.    83 
Richmond  '^  Whig,"  on  the  success 
of  the  Democrats  at  the  North, 

-  D.    18 
RIdgeville  Road,  Va.,  reports  of  the 

fliht  on.  Doc.    61 

Rlensl,  Miss.,  evacuation  of,         D.    19 
Rlngold  Barncks,  Texas,  fight  near, 

D.    85 
"Rlngold    Pennsylvania  Cavalry," 

Doc.    51 
RiTLBT,  R.  &,  Ocneral,  rebel,  at  Fort 

Bttmter,  P.    17 
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D.    88 
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"Rising  Dawn,"  scho<^er,  cap- 
tured, D.  67 
Roach,  William,  corporal  Eighty- 
first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  P.  IS 
RoBB,  William,  D.  76 
"  Robert  Bruce,"  shlp«  captured,  D.  6 
RoBBBTS,  B.  S.,  Rrig.-Oeneral,  D.  54,  67 
RoBBBTaoB,  Bbvbrlt  R.,  Brig. -Gen., 

rebel,  Doc.  868 

Robinson,  Cbablb.    See  Medals  of 

Honor. 
RoBtxaoH,  Gbant  P., 
RoDDV,  Colonel,  rebel, 
RoDOBBS,  Gbobob  W.,  Com., 
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Rodman's  Point,  N.  C,  attempt 
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ROBBOCK,  Mr, 

8i)eech  at  SbefBeld,  England, 
ROGRRS,  A.  J., 
''  Romance  of  the  Camp,'* 
Rome,  Tenn.,  expedition  to, 
Romney,   Va.,    Union    forage-train 
captured  at,  D. 

RoBECRAMd,  — — ,  Bishop,  Buecdote 
of,  P. 

RosGCRANS,  W.  8.,  Gen.,  appointed 
to  Department  of  Kentucky,  D.      8 
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General  Bragg's  letter  to,  D.    84 
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Davis's  proclamation,  D.    88 

order  in  reference  to  rebel  soldiers 

in  national  uniforms,  D.    45 

how  he  punishes  soldiers,  P.    11 

anecdote  of,  P.    42 

iSs«  Stone  River, 
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Rosedale,  La.,  expedition  to, 
RoHKS,  — — ,  Capt,  bravery  of, 
Roc^BAU,  Lovbll  H.,  Gen., 
and  the  rebel  clergyman, 
S"«  Stone  River. 
Rover,  Teiin.,  fight  at,  D.    41 

"  Royal  Yacht,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.    78 
RoxiRB,  J.  A.,  D.    15 

RuacLKB,  Daribl,  Gen.,  rebel,       D.    71 
RcxKLR,  R.  P.,  Col.,  D.    49 

RuNYON,  Throdork,  Gcu.,  D.    79 

Rural  Hills,  Tenn.,  account  of  the 

battle  at.  Doc  197 

Rush  County,  Ind.,  rebellion  In,    D.    55 
RussRLL,  ilarl,  &lason's  correspond- 
ence with,  D.    58 
rebel  opinion  of  his  correspond- 
ence with  J.  M.  Mason,  D.    62 
Sui  rettiliation  of  the  rebels.  Doc.  1S5 
Russell ville,  Ky.,  Union  meeting  at, 

D.    48 
Rust,  John  D.,  CoL,  D.  56,  5S 

report  of  the  expedition  to  Jack- 
sonville, Fla.,  Doc.  483 
Rutherford's  Greek,  Tenn.,  skirmish 

at,  D.    58 

RuTLXDaB,^0B]f,  Capt.,  rebel  navy, 

D.66;  Doc.  414 


Sabbath,  the,  President  Lincoln's  or- 
der respecting  the  observance  of, 

Doc  161 
Sabine  Pass,  Texas,  reGonnoIaaanoe 

to,  D.    65 

Sackbtt,  William,  LleuL-Col.  Ninth 

N.  Y.  Volunteers,       D.  6;  Doc    25 
Salem,  Va.,  occupied,  D.  18, 17 

Salem  Pike,  Tenn.,  fight  on,  D.    50 

Salomon,  Edwabo,   Lieut-Ooi.,  re- 
port of  the  battle  of  Chancel- 
lorsville, Doc.    587 
Salt,  manubicture  of.  In  the  South,  P.      8 
scarcity  of  in  Virginia,  P.    88 
See  Virginia,                            Doc    14 
"  Sam  Gaty,"  account  of  the  attack 
on  the.                                  Doc  581 
the  robbers  of  the,  arrested,      D.    60 
8andbk»,  Rbid,  Mi^or,  captured,   D.    11 
San  Francisco,  Oal.,  aehooner  Cliap- 
man  seiied  at,                        I>.    66 
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Sanitary  Commission  of  the  United 
States,  report  of  the  battle  of 
Frederlcksburgh.  Doc 

Sapelo  River,  Ga.,  salt-works  on,  de- 
stroyed, D. 
Savannah,  Oa.,  the  food  question  in, 

D. 

defences  of.    See  Beauregard. 

Sawtrr,   Franklin,  Lieut-Colonel, 

Eighth  Ohio  Vols.  Doc 

"  Saxonia,"  destruction  of  the,      D. 

Saxton,  Gen.,  Rrrus,  report  of  the 

expedition  to  Doboy  River,  Oa., 

Doc 
report  of  the  recapture  of  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  Doc 
notice  of,  D. 

ScuArrRB, ,  M^}or,  of  the  Curtis 

Horse,  P. 

SCBBNCK,  Robert  C,  MaJ.-Gen.,  as- 
sumed command  of  the  middle 
department,  D. 

prohibits  the  sale  of  secession  mu- 
sic. D. 
prohibits  the  sale  of  rebel  pictures 
in  Baltimore,  D. 
ScHiMMBLPENNio,  A.,  Brlff.-Gen.,  let- 
ter on  the  Battie  of  Chancellors- 
ville,                                    Doc 
ScHoriBLD,   J.    M..    Gen.,   assumed 
command  of  the  Department  of 
the  West,                                   D. 
notices  of,                     D.  40 ;  Doc 
"Scotia,"    steamsUp,   capture    of. 

Doc 
Scott's  Nine  Hundred  Cavalry,  loyal, 

D. 

Scott,   J.    Francis.  Sixth   Georgia 

Regiment,  rebel,  P. 

Scott,  WiNriBLD,  Gen.,  D.  18, 

Scott,  W.  J.,  a  revengeful  letter  of, 

P. 
ScovBL,  Jambs  M.,  D. 

Scranton,  Penn.,  draft  troubles  In,  D. 
''  Sea  Bird,"  capture  of  the,  D. 

schooner  burned  by  the  rel>els,  D. 
"Sea  Lark."  ship,  burned,  D. 

"  Sea  Lion,''  schooner,  captured,  D. 
Seamen,  Medals  of  Honor  to.  Doc. 
Sbarihg,  William  M.,  Col.,  D. 

Secessionists  to  be  sent  South,        D. 
Secession  music,  sale  of,  prohibited  at 
at  Baltimoii,  D. 

Srddon,  Jamrs  a,.,  appointed  rel>el 
Secretary  of  War,  D. 

Skoowick,   John,  Gen.    See  Chan- 
cellorsville. 
Skidkl,  Charlks  B.,  Major,  D. 

Senatobla,  Mis^.,  fight  near,  D. 

Seneca,  Va.,  fight  near,  D. 

Sequestration.    See  rebel  sequestra- 
tion, D. 
Sbvbarbb,  Bbsjamih.    See  MedaU  of 

Honor. 
Sevleck's  Ferry,  La.,  fight  at,        D. 
Sbwabd,  William  H.,  D.  27 ;       Doc 
letter  In  reference  to  M.  Mercier's 
visit  to  Richmond,  D. 

Sbtmoor,  Trdman,  Gen.,  Doc 

Sbakertown,  Ky.,  guerrilla  attack  on, 
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Shavblrs,  Jacob  R.,  D. 

Shawnee,  Ransas,  sacked  by  guerril- 

hw,  D. 

Sliawnee  Creek,  Kansas,  fight  near, 

D. 
SheiBeld,  Eng.,  Roebuck's  speech  at, 

D. 

counterfeiters  arrested  at,  D. 

Shelby  Depot,  Tenn.,  fight  near,    D. 

Sbelbyvllle,  Tenn.,  occupied  by  Na- 

tionab,  D. 

Shbloon,  L.  a.,  Col.,  Doc 

Shell  Creek,  Colorado,  fight  near,  D. 

"  Shenandoah,"  launch  of  the,    D. 

Shenandoah  Valley,   snowstorm  in 

the,  D. 

Sbbphkbd,  Olivbb  L.,  CoL  Fifteenth 

Regiment  U.  &  Infantry,         D. 

Shepherdstowo,  Va.,  reconnoissanoo 

to,  D. 

Shbflbt,  Gbobob  F.  ,  Brlg.-Oen.  Sd6 
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8hrrm AM,  T.  W. ,  0«ii.  866  Port  Had- 

Bon. 

SnKRMAV,  W.  T.,  M^j.-Oen.,  D.    27 

expedition  of,  Doe.  810 

notice  of,  Doc.  80,    fi6 

Sherwood,  Mo.,  flght  near,  D.    75 

Shiloh,  Tenn.,  incidents  of  the  battle 

of,  P.    10 

8BIKK,  J.  W.,  Com.,  D.    18 

report  of  the  battle  of  Arkansas 

Post,  Doc.  8^ 

BaoRTBR,  J.  O.,  Got.,  D.    27 

api)eal  to  the  people  of  Alabama, 

Doc.  290 

proclfitnatlon  of,  Jan.  22,  D.    88 

BnrKTLKKr,  N.  W.,  D.      8 

PiCKLRi,  Danibl  E.,  Oen.,  Doc.  679 
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Doc,  201 

•*  I  fiphta  mlt"  him,  P.    29 
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Bn.i..  J.  W.,  Oen.,  D.  16.    19 

8«6  Stone  River. 
8i(VivnLK.  Paul,  P.    12 

**  Skedaddle,"  origin  of  the  word,  P.    10 
Home  account  of  the  word,       P.    81 
Skcet,  N.  C,  flfrht  at,  D.     61 

Skowhegan,  Maine,  Union  meeting 

at,  D.    66 

SiauGiiTER,  Jamb  B.,  Oen.,  rebel, 

D.    61 
BLAronriR,  M.,  Mayor  of  Fredericks- 

bargli,  Va.,  Doc.  212 

Slaves.    Se6  Lincoln*!  message,  Dec. 
1,  1802,  D.    80 

Bee  Gen.  Butler. 
See  colored  troops. 
Bloccm.  H.  W.,Gen.,  D.21, 88;  Doc.  805. 
Small,  Aobrrt,  of  the  steamer  Plant- 
er, P.    82 
Bmallbt,  O.  W.,                             p.    89 

SuART, ,  Col.,  report  of  the  flght 

at  Patterson,  Mo.,  D.    65 

BMrnf,  Abrl,  Jr.,  Lieut.-Ool.,      Doc  471 
report  of  the  battle  at  Ponchatoula, 
La.,  Doc.  478 

Bmitu,  a.  J.,  Oen.,  Doc.  820,  61S 

See  Arktuisas  Po6t,  Doc.  860 

Smith,  K.  Kirby,  rebel,  D.    as 

See  Stone  River,  Doc.  112 

retreat  of  the  army  of,  D.      7 

Bmitu,  £dwim.    See  Medals  of  Hon- 
or. • 
BMrrn,  Giles  A.,  Col.,  Doc.  468 

Se6  Arkansas  Post. 
Smith,  Grkkn  Clat,  Gen.,  D.  57 ;  Doc.  4S1 
Smith,  G.  W.,  MaJ.-Gen.,  rebel,  re- 
port of  Poster's  expedition  Into 
North-Carolina,  Doc.  2^8 

Smith,  II.  8.,  Lieut. -Col.,  D.    29 

Smith,  JoHif  E.,  Gen.,  Doc.  612 

Smith,  Mblinctom,  Oapk     866  Gal- 
veston, Texas.  . 
SMrru,  Moroam  L.,  Gen.,                P/  87 
notices  of,                     D.  28;  Doc.  820 
Smith,  Rev.  Obadiar.                     D.    66 
Smitu,  Thomas  A.  866  Urbanna,  Ta., 

D.    18 
Smith,  T.  Kilbt,  OoI.    ^SSm  Arkansas 

Post,  Doc.  861 

Bmitii,  Thomas  R.,  Lincoln's  letter  in 

reference  to,  D,      6 

Smith  field,  Va.,  flght  near,  D.    46 

account  of  the  capture  of,  P.      6 

Bnlcker's    Ferry,   Va.,  accounts  of 
Gen  Stahers  reconnolssanoe  to. 

Doc  201 

Snicker^s  Gap,  Va.,  occupation  of,  D.    10 

Snow  Hill,  Tenn.,  flght  at,  D.    60 

Somerset,  Ky.,  rebel  descent  on,    D.    78 

ofllciai  reports  of  the  battle  at. 

Doe.  490 
"Songof  asenttneV*  P.    44 

Songs  of  the  rebels,  P.  21,    41 

•»Sophla,"  bark,  captured,  D.    11 

Bouth-CaroUna,  Gov.  Bonham's  mes- 
s-ige  to  the  Legislature  of,    Doc.  600 
loyal  colored  volunteers,  organisa- 
tion of  the  flrst  regiment  of,    D.    88 
colored  troops.    866  Jacksonville, 

Fla. 
lint  Begimtnt  oolored.  Doe.  800 
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"  Southern     Merdumt,**    schooner, 

captured,  D.    82 

Southfleld,  Va.,  reconnoissance  to, 

D.    68 
Southfork,  Va.,  account  of  the  skir- 
mish at.  Doc.  188 
South-Mountain,  battle  of,          Doc  220 
an  incident  of,  P.    28 
South  Quay  Boad,  Va.,  flght  on  the, 

D.    64 
South  Union,  Ky.,  guerrills  attack 

on,  D.    48 

Skirmish  at,  D.    28 

South-west  Creek,  X.  C,  flght  at,  D.    86 
Spain.  Ste  "  Union,*'  Spanish  steam- 
er. 
Spanish  Wells,  S.  C,  accounts  of  the 

fight  at.  Doc  446 

Spear,  A.  R.,  Judge,  D.    79 

Spkar, ,  Coh,Pa.  Vols.,      D.  21,    66 

See  Deserted  House,  Va. 
Spbiobl,  Col.,  report  of  the  battle  of 
Port  Gibson,  Doc.  678 

Sprncb, ,  Mr.,  rebel.  D.    86 

Spbxcbr,  Sarah,  patriotism  of,       P.      9 
Spicelt,  \i.  T.,  Col ,  report  of  the 
battle  of  Champion  Hill,  Miss., 

Doc  615 
Spicbr,  N.  W.,  Oapt,  Doc  888 

Spottsylvanla  G.  U.,  Va.,  Unionists 

surprised  at,  D.    69 

Sp&aqub.  a.  R  R.,  GoL,  report  of  op- 
erations in  North-Camllna,  Doc.  867 
Springfield,  Mo.,  official  reports  of  the 

attack  on.  Doc  846 

"  St.  Clair,"  gunboat,  attacked,      D.    60 
"  St  George,"  schooner,  captured,  D.    67 
''  St  John,"  steamer,  captured,     D.    66 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  emancipation  meeting 
at,  D.    40 

flrst  decision  under  the  emancipa- 
tion proclamation  made  at,      D.    40 
St.  Mary's,  Fla.,  bombarded,  D.    14 

St.  Mary's  Ga.,  destroyed,  D.      8 

Staurl,  Julius  H.,  Gen.,  reconnois- 
sance to  Snicker's  Gap,  D.     8 
forage  wagons  of,  captured,         D.     5 
reconnoissance  from  Centreville, 

Va.,  Doc    84 

reconnoissance  to  Warrenton,    D.    63 
reconnoissance  to  Snicker's  Ferry, 

Vs.,  Doc  801 

report  of  his  flght  at  Warrenton 

Junction,  Va.,  Doc.  600 

notices  of,  D.  19,  70 

Stanford,  Ky.,  occupation  of,         D.      8 

Stahlrt,  D.  S.,  Brlg.-Gen.,    D.  84,  60,  76 

See  Bradyville,  Tenn. 
Sta.hlt,  Edward,  Gov.,  correspond- 
ence with  M^Jor-Oen.  Hill,  Doc  474 
notice  of,  D.    82 

Stamtom,  b.  M.,  Secretary,  his  opin- 
ion of  the  draft,  P.     9 
his  despatch  to  the  Gov.  of  Penn- 
sylvania after  the  battle  of  Fred- 
erinksburgh,                             D.    78 
"  Star,"  steamer,  capture  of,          D.    19 
"  SUr  of  Peace,*'  capture  of  tl^,    D.    68 

Stsarns, ,  Col,,  rebel,  Doc  481 

Stbbdmak,  Charles,  Capt.  U.  8.  N., 

Doc    88 
Steele,  F.,  Geo.    866  Arkansas  Post, 

Doc.  860 
notice  of,  Doc.  820 

Stbrlr,  THEOPBiLqa,  Dr.,  D.    48 

Steele's  Bayou,  account  of  the  expe- 
dition to.  Doc  461 
Stkirwrbs,  a.  Vom,  Gen.,  D.    94 
report  of  the  battle  of  Chancellors* 
vllle.                                    Doc  679 
SrcLLWAonr,  F.  S.,  Com.,  report  of 

the  fight  off  Charleston,        Doc.  408 
Stephbhb,  Alexamdbr  H.,  letter  on 

tlie  causes  of  the  rebellion,      D.    28 
Strrlino,  Joum  W.,  D.      8 

Stevbxs,  a.  F.,  GoL  Thirteenth  N.  H. 

Vols.,  Doc    86 

Stevens,  G.  A.,  Lieut  Cool,  Doc  606 
Stbvrnsos,  Johk  D.,  Gen.,  Doc  618 
Stewart,  Thomas,  of  East-Newton, 

Ohio,  P.    88 

Stitrrs,  J.  W.,   M^ior  f^nrteenth 

Ky.,  D.    83 1 
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SroKBS, .  Col.  of  lo^  Tttncssee 

Volunteers,  D.    41 

STO.NR.  J.  W.,  First  Lieat.  First  Kansas 

Vols.,     .  Doc  S83 

Stone  Bridge,  Va.,  rebel  depredations 

at,  D.   96 

Stone  River,  Tenn.    866  Moifkeesboro, 
Tenn. 
scout  to  the,  D.   71 

official  reports  of  the  battle  of, 

Doc  IIS 
official  rebel  plan  of  the  battle  oC 

DoclM 
rebel  account  of  the  battle  oi;  Doc.  ITS 
Stokbmak,  Gburob,  Oen.,  D.  Tl.  73 

reports  of  his  raid  through  Vir- 
ginia, Doc  COS 
Stonsmam*s  raid,  lUclunond  Exsn- 
Iner  account  of.                    Doc  609 . 

"  StOMEW  A  LL  "  JaCKSOV.     8(6  T.  JfiO- 

athan  Jackson. 
"  Stonewall  Jackson,**  steamer,  de- 
stroyed, D.  a 
Stduohtor,  E.  H.,  G«n.,  account  of  the 

capture  of.  Doc  44S 

Stracuam.  Wm.  R.,  CoL,  Doc.  28. 56! 
Strasburgh,  Va.,  fights  near,  D.  49, 16 
Strrrt,  S.,  Capt,  rebel,  D.   74 

Strkight,  a.  D.,  CoL,  D.   O 

captured,  D.   Tl 

account  of  hb  raid  into  Gcorgis, 

Doc  esc 

Stroxo,  Geo.  P.,  Mig'or,  D.    72 

Stroijt,  RiCBAiio,  Capt,  expcdMoo 

against  the  Indians,  Doc   55 

Stuart,  D.,  Brlg.-Gen.    ^MAriaa- 

sas  Post 

•Stuart,  David,  CoL,  D.    7 

Stuart,  Jambs,  Ueut -CoL,  D.     5 

Stuart,  J.  R.  B.,  Oen.,  D.     1 

raid  Into  Pennsylvania,  Doc     I 

hla   cavalry   passed   around  the 

army  of  McCIellan,  D.     S 

the  escape  of,  Dec   1< 

promoted  to  be  mijor-general  of 

cavalry,  P.   9 

at  Dumfries,  Ta.,  Dec  I  S 

notices  of,  D.  10,  24, 89, 80. 69.  M, « : 

Doc  177,444 
Sturois,  S.  D.,  G«n.,  Doc  1$7 

Substitutes,  price  of.  In  Ridusond, 

Va.,  D.   « 

Suffolk,  Va.,  fights  in  the  vicinity  of, 

D.  S9.<T 
flght  near,  D.    M 

Gen.  Dix's  recapltulatloo  of  the 

fighUat,  D.   tt 

Union  troops  attacked  near,      D.   74 

Sullivan,  J.  C,  Gen.,  Doc  &4 

SULUVAX,    TlMOTHT.     8*6  Mcdsls  of 

Honor. 
Snmmervllle,  Miss.,  flght  near,     D.   19 
Summervilie,  Va.,  flght  at,  D.   44 

Sumnrr,  E.  v.,  Oen.,  at  Falmouth, 
vT,  DoclW 

demands  the  surrender  of  Fred- 

erlcksburgh,  Dec  Sl> 

anecdote  of,  P.    t^ 

died,  D.   W 

notices  of,  D.  17,89:P.< 

"  Swampers.**  the,  D.   » 

Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.,  flght  at,       D.    C3 

'*  SwitxerUnd,*' National  nun,       D.   67 

**  Sylvan  Shore,**  steamer,  attacked 

by  rebels,  D.   d 


Tabb, ^,OoL,  rebel,  D.   • 

Tabb,  T,  T.,  D.   47 

Tapel,  GusTATim,  OoI.,  D.  Stl 

Taintor,  Jno.  a  ,  curious  will  oi^  P.    4t 

Talcott, ,  Col.,  rebel,  D,   86 

TaUahatchie  River,  rebel  tets  so, 

taken,  D.    tl 

account  of  the  sktmislioo  the. 

Doc  898 
Tampa,   Fla.,  boobarded  by  the 

Unionists,  Ht   11 

"Tampico,**  steamer,  eaptored,  A.  • 
Tappahannock,  Va.,  eaptufsd,  D.  9 
Tatlob,  Wm.  R.,  Ois'^  ]>m^  >* 
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TaylorU  Bayou,  Texas,   bridge  at, 

biimetl,  D.      8 

Taylorsvitle,  Ky.,  Uoion  meeting  at, 

D.    51 

"T.  a  Wales,"  ship,  buraed,        D.    13 

Tttelie  River,  sklniilali  on  the.    Doc.  174 

Tennessee,  loyal  elections  in,         D.    23 

openOiuus  of  Wolford's  Cavalry  in, 

Doc.  272 
8ft  Rasi-Tennesaee,  Doc.  822 

refugees  from,  D.    lU 

Tenneii^ee  Volunteers.    Set  Parker's 
Cross- Korids. 
Set  Brudyviile,  Tenn. 
Set  A.  D.  Streixlit. 

First  Loyal  Cavalry  of,  D.  61,  78 

Ei»;hteenth  Regt.  of,  D.    61 

Tenriejtsee  River,  Lieut  Com.  Fitch's 

report  of  ope  rations  on  the.  Doc.  560 
Taaav,  A.  H.,  Brlg.-General,      Doc.    aS 

Tbvm, ,  Lieut. -Col.,  D.    68 

Texas,  massacre  of  Germans  in,    F.    49 
thank Aglving  in,  D.    48 

ofierations  in,  Doc    22 

First  Loyal  Cavalry  of,  D.    78 

THATsa,  Eli,  address  on  the  colonis- 
ation of  Florida,  D.    41 
The  B.atle  Autumn  of  1862,  by  John 

G.  Whittier,  P.    25 

Tlie  Capture  of  New-Orleans,  by  W. 

Densmore,  P.      2 

Tfaa  Cruise  of  the  Santiago  de  Cuba, 

by  J.  u  R.,  P.  re 

The  Drummer  Boy  of  Tennessee ,  by 

Minnie  Hurt,  P.    85 

The  Eagle  of  Corinth,  by  H.  H.  B., 

P.  28 
The  Happy  Land  of  Canaan,  by  one 

of  the  Fifty-seventh  Ohio,         P.    15 
**The    Hour  and   the    Man,"    by 

W.  D.  Q.,  P.    47 

Tlie  M:irch   of  the   Regiment,  by 

H.  II.  B.,  P.      4 

The  Old  Sergeant  Louisville  Journal, 

P  82 
Tlie  Patriots  Song.  By  O.  F.  B.,  p!  14 
The  Reliel  in  the  Woods,  P.    22 

*«The  Red,  White  and  Blue.**    By 

8.  B.  Su,  Eleventh  Michigan  In- 

fintry,  P.    18 

«*  The  Voluatcer^s  Borial."    By  Park 

Benjamin,  P.    14 

"The  Yankee  DerlL"     By  W.  P. 

Rivers,  P.    41 

THinf\»,  Ok>.  H.,  Gen.    Set  Stone 

River, 
notice  of.  D.    88 

TaoMxa,  Jamib,  of  Ottar  Creek,  Iowa, 

P.    11 

Thomas, ,  OoL  Eighth  Yt  Regt 

Doc.  49 
Thomp^om,  Ds  Witt  C,  Major,  D.  M 
Taojcpddjr,  T.  P.,  Lieut,  report  of  the 

fi^ht  nt  Old  River,  La.,        Doc  421 
Thompstm^s  Station,  Tenn.,  official 

reports  of  the  battle  of,        Doc.  439 
Thoroughfare  Gap,  Va.,  sklnnbhes 

at,  D.  9,  79 

TiBBiLS,  H.  J.,  CorporaL   Stt  A  Ro- 
mance of  tlte  War,  P.    88 
**  Ticonderoga,"  steam  sloop,  laanch- 

ed,  D.      8 

TlMMI!«a,  ROBBRT,  D.        1 

Tompkinsviile,  Ky.,  vlidtcd  by  reb- 
els, D.    66 

**  Tonawanda"  captored  by  the  Ala- 
bama, D.      9 

ToHOB,  Clarbxcr  R.,  rebel  account 
of  the  loM  of  the  Hatteras,   Doc.  850 

ToTTRN, ,  Oen.,  at  Cron  Hollows, 

Ar'«.,  Doc.    60 

Tndtors,  how  they  are  treated  in 
Iowa,  P.    11 

Tbbnchard,  Srapimr  D.,  Command- 
er, report  of  the  loss  of  the  Moni- 
tor, D<»c.  827 

TKnton,  N.  0.,  account  of  a  skirmish 
at.  Doc.  250 

Ttentou,  Tenn.,  ofBclal  report  of  the 
fight  at.  Doc.  288 

Tirent  Road,  N.  C,  rebels  captured 
on  the,  D.    52 

**Trler,"achooo«r,  captured,        D.     9 
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TaiMBLR,  Isaac  R.,  Gten.    Stt  Chan- 

cellorsviUe,  Doc.  509 

'*  Tropic,"  steamer,  destroyed,  D.  88 
TaowBKiDOt,  Ca^RLKsT.,  Capt,  D.  41 
"  True  Presbyterian  "  suppressed,  D.  25 
Tdckkm,  John  R.,  rebel  navy,  D.  56 
TacKKR,  T.,  Capt,  D.    45 

TUCKKRVAM,  C.  K.,  P.     85 

Tuhire  Co.,  Cal.,  guerrillas  In,  D.  71 
Tupelo,  Miss.,  flglit  near,  D.    71 

ToR^ixit,  Thomas,  Com.,  Doc  506 

Tuscumbia,  Ala.,  skirmish  near,    D.    22 
occupation  of,  D.    67 

Comyn's  expedition  to.  Doc.  422 

"  TuttleEmma,"  schooner,  captured, 

D.    22 
"  Twenty-eighth  of  June,  Oood-Bye,'* 

P.    11 


•*  Uncle  Ben  "  rebel  steamer,         D.    87 
'*  Union,"    Spanish    steamer,    cap- 
tured, D.    75 
Union  Club  of  Philadelphia,           D.    51 
Unlontown,  Pa.,  excitement  at,     D.    6S 
United  suites,  WedtrPohiiers  in  the 
army  of,  P.    24 
Bank  Bill  passed  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.                           1).    48 
Congress,  President  Lincoln's  mes- 
sage to,  Dec.  1, 1862,               D.    20 
at^ourued,                                   D.    51 
Treasury  notes,  forgery  of  In  Eng- 
land,                                       D.    68 
legal  tender  notes,  Issue  of,  au- 
thorlAed,                                   D.    85 
.    declared  le<;al  tender,                  D.    61 
treaty  of,  with  Liberia,                D.    56 
Urbanna,  Va.,  visited  by  guerrillas, 

D.    18 


Vallakdigram,  Clkmbkt  C,  arrest 
of,  D.    71 

Set  Newark,  N.  J. 
notices  of,  D.  76,  77 

Van  Buren,  Ark.,  fight  at,  D.      6 

reports  of  the  battle  at.  Doc.  807 

Taxck.  Z.  B.,  Gov.  of  N.  C,  appeal, 
of  Oct  15,  Doc.    23 

appeal  to  the  planters  of  North- 
Carolina,  Doc.  524 
proclamation  in  reference  to  ab- 
sentees from  the  rebel  army,  D.    40 
mesiuige  of  Jan.  21.  Doc.  893 
appeal  to  the  people  of  North-Car- 
olina, D.      8 
notice  of,  D.    22 

Tan  Clbvs,  H.  P.,  Gen.    Stt  Stone 
River, 
notice  of,  D.    27 

Vandkvkbb,  F.,Oen.,  D.    6S 

Van  Dorn,  Earl,  rebel,  Doc.  285 

Stt  Holly  Springs,  Miss.,         Doc.  278 
poem  dedicated  to,  P.    41 

notices  of,  D.  27,  52,  60,  63,  72 

Yaught*s  Hill,  Tenn.,  accounts  of  the 
battle  at.  Doc.  465 

"  Velocity,"  schooner,  capture  of,  D.      9 
captured  by  rebels,  D.    87 

Vermont   Volunteers.     Stt   Bayou 
Teche,  La. 
Fourth  Regiment  of.  Doc.  5S7 

Fifth  Regiment  of,  Doc.  5<<7 

Sixth  Regiment  of.  Doc.  5ST 

Eighth  Regiment  of.  Doc    49 

Fourteenth  Regiment  of,  D.      6 

Fifteenth  Regiment  of,  D.      7 

notice  of.  Doc  686 

Firat  Cavalry  of,  D.  50,  79 

Versailles,  Ky.,  wagon   train   cap- 
tured at,  D.      2 

ViBLB,  R.  L.,  Gen.,  D.  22,  25 

Vkzist,  H.  A.,  Lieut,  D.    86 

Vicksburgh,  Mlaa.,  attack  en,  com- 
menced, D.  29 
assault  on  the  rebel  worki  at,  D.  80 
cutting  the  canal  at,  D.  44 
Indlanola  ran  the  blockade  of,  D.  46 
National  gunboats  run  the  block- 
ade of,  D.  67,  64,  67 
"eomplelelj  InTWtcd,**            D.    16 
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the  importance  of  the  place  to  the 

rebels,  Df»c.  29S 

reports  of  the  battle  before,    Doc.  819 
account  of  the  passage  of  the  Ixit- 

teries  of,  April  16,  Doc.  546 

General  McClernand*8  letter  on  the 

charge  at,  Doc.  627 

Gen.  McClernand^s  order  on  the 

ofteratlons  around,  Doc.  687 

incidents  of,  P.    86 

noticed,  D.  89,  47,  52 

Vicksburgh  and  Texas  Railroad  de- 
stroyed, D.    28 
Victoria,  Queen,  speech  on  American 

affairs,  Feb.  5,  D.    48 

Victory.    By  U  R  H.  Bates,  P.      1 

ViLLiPiGDB,  John  B.,  Oen.,  D.    14 

Vinton,  Francis  L.,  Brig. -Gen.,  at 

Freilerlcksburgh,  Doc    98 

Virplnlii.     Stt  Western  Virginia, 
reports  of  Gen.  Stoneman's  raid 

through,  Doc.  608 

Set  John  Letcher,  Doc.  219 

loyal  election  in,  D.    22 

orders  regulating   the  trade   be- 
tween Blarylaud  and,  D.    54 
the  food  question  in,  D.    67 
Gen.  Lee*s  order  in  reference  to 

operations  In,  Doc.  42S 

The  effect  of  Gen.  PDpe*s\>rders  in, 

P.      « 
Loyal  Cavalry  of,  D.    74 

First  Loyal  Cavalry  of,  D.    43 

ThinI  Cavalry  of,  D.    66 

Fifth  Loyal  Cavalry  of,  D.    42 

Second  l^oyal  Roglroent  of,  D.    66 

Thirteenth  Loyal  Regiment  of,   D.    50 
Loyal  Volunteers  of.    Het  Point 

Pleasant,  Va. 
Virginia  CavaOry,  rebel,  Doo.  201 

Fifth  rebel  Cavalry  of,  D.    66 

Sixth  rebel  Cavalry  of,  D.    66 

Twelfth  rebel  cavalry,  D.    48 

Fifty-seventh  rebel  Regiment  of,  D.    48 
Fifty-ninth  rebel  Regiment  of,    D.    68 

ViTT, ,  Capt,  D.    74 

"  Voiksbiatt,"  destruction  of  the  of- 
fice of,  D.    68 
Volunteer's  appeal,  a,  P.    48 
Von  Gosa, ,  Col.,                Doc.  208 

W 

Walks, ,  Adjutant  Thirty-flflh 

.    Mass.,                                   Doc.  196 

Walker,  J.  O.,  Lieut  U.  8.  N.,      D.  85 

report  of  the  battle  of  Arkansas 

Post,                                        Dor.  869 

Walk  BR,  W.  W.,  Capt  U.  8.  N.,    D.  74 

Wallace, ,  Ensign,  bravery  of, 

at  Pocotnllgo,                        Doc.  40 

Wallack,  Richard,  D.  60 
Wallen's  Creek,  Ky.,  sklrminh  near, 

•     D,  16 

"  Wanderer,"  schooner,  captured,  D.  69 
Ward,  R.  G.,  Miijor,  D.  75 
Wardensville,  Va.,  Union  reconnois- 

sance  to,                                   D.  26 
Waring,  Gborob  F.,  Jr.,  descent  on 

Batesville,                                D.  42 
Wabren,  Fitz-Hrnrt,  Gen ,  report 
of  the  baUle  at  HartdviUe,  Mo., 

Doc.  859 

Warrenton,  MI%s ,  flght  at,            D  58 

National  gunboats  pass.              D.  66 

Warrenton,  Va.,  occupied,             D.  12 

Cavalry  flght  near,                     D.  14 

National  forces  left,                     D.  16 

occupied  by  rebels,                      D.  17 

surprised  by  the  Unioni.«t<i,        D.  tt 

Warrenton  Junction,  Va.,  flght  near, 

D.  T8 

report  of  the  flght  at,              Doc.  600 

"  Warsaw,"  steamer,  flred  into,     D.  88 

War  Song,  by  J.  H.  Woodcock,  P.  41 
Wasiibcrnk,  C.  C,  Gen.,  report  of 

his  operations  in  Mi  as..        Doc.  22S 

complimented  for  energy,  etc.,  D.  23 

notice  of,                                      D.  19 

Washrurns,  Col.,                      Doc  029 
Washington,  D.  C.  trade  between 
Georgetown  and,  '^flagrantly  rio- 

latod,»»                                    D.  n 
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Union  meeting  mt,  D.    59 

WlSUIKOTOI,     GbOBOK.     S«€    WllltA 

House,  Va., 
the  birth-day  of,  how  it  will  be 

oelebrHte.l  in  tlie  South,  D.    85 

a  rebel  opln'on  of.  Doc.  284 

Washington,  N.  0.,  rebel  attack  on, 

D.    50 
Heckman*!  report  of  the  march 

to.  Doc  669 

•lege  of,  ralmd,  D.    64 

Watervalley,  Mittt.,  fight  at,  D.    23 

"  Wave,"  destroyed  by  the  rebels,  D.    66 
Warerly,  Teon.,  Aght  at,  D.  6,  63 

account  of  the  fight  at,  Doe.  188 

Weber  Falls,  Ark.,  fight  at,  D.    67 

Wkbhtick,  a.  O.,  Gapt.,  D.    68 

Wkbstkr,  Jambs,  P.    24 

Wbsr,  Wiluam,  Col.,  Fourth  Kan- 
sas, report  of  the  battle  of 
Prairie  Grove,  Ark..  Doc    66 

Wbtrkl,  GoDrRBT,  Brig. -Gen.,  re- 
port of  the  liattle  of  Labadle- 
Tille,  Doc    44 

See  Port  Hudson,  Miss., 
at  Bayou  Teche,  La.,  Doc.  586 

notices  of,  D.  9,  84,  40 

Wkllbs,   GiDiov.     jSm   Medals  of 

Honor. 
Wblls,  W.  M.,  Gapt.,  D.      9 

Western   Yir^nia,  created  a  State, 

D.    23 
^'West  Florida,"  blockade  runner, 

destroyed.  D.    72 

West-Point,  Ya.,  Gea.  Keycaps   re- 


Gen.,  rebeL 


D. 
P. 

S66 


Tl 
27 


for 


Jeff  Da* 
P. 
D. 
D. 

D.  19,  56 

Doc  4S1 
18 


10 
89 

7 


cunnolssanoe  to, 
"W.  F.  W.,"songby, 

WaARTOM,    ^ 

stone  River. 
"What  shall  be  done 

vis?" 
Wbbat,  G.  R.,  Major, 
Whrrlan,  Jambs  N.,  Lieut., 

WiiKKLBR, ,  Gen.,  rebel, 

WuKRLRR, ,  Col.,  rebel, 

Wheeling  "  Press,"  suppressed,     D.. 
"  When  the  great  rebellion's  over," 

^     P. 
••Whippy  Swamp   Guards,"  rebel. 

Doc. 
Wnrrt,  B.  S.  Gapt.,  rebel.  Doc. 

WuiTB,  Frank  J.,  Major,  D. 

Whitk,  Jclics,  Gen.,  D. 

Whitb,  ,   M^ior,  wounded   at 

Perryville,  Va,,  Doc. 

Wliite  llouse,  Va.,  an  incident  of  the, 

P. 
Wii  rriNO,  W.  D.,  Lieut.  U.  S.  N.,  D. 
Whittaker*8  Mill,  Va.,  rebel  attack 

on,  D. 

WnrPTiEB,  JoHM  G.,  P.  25,  00 

WiCKKRSIIAM,  D.,  Col.  D.     20 

Wlt;giiitou's  Mills,  Va.,  atUck  on,  D. 
WiLOBR,  0.   D.,  Superintendent   of 

contrabands,  P. 

WiLDKR,  J.  T.,  Ool.,  D. 

WUderue»s,  Va.,  Uie  batUe  of;    See 

ChaucellorsvlUe. 


8 

89 

8 
7 

64 
207 

68 

5 
87 

63 


48 

7 
77 


PAOB 

Wtlkt  a.,  Lteut-CoL,  report  of  the 

battle  of  Murfk-eesboro,        Doc  181 
•' WUUam  H.  Webb,"  rebel  steamer, 

D.    49 
WiLUAMR,  J.  L.,  Lieut  Flnrt  Mary- 

Und  Regiment,  D.    68 

WiLUAMS,  JoBir.     Bee   Medals  of 

Honor. 
Willi  A  MR,  Jomr,  Doc  600 

WiLUAMS,  TiioMAB,  Gen.,  Doc  805 

WiLUAMB,   Pktbb.    See  Medals  of 

Honor. 
Williams,  Robbrt,  Doc  600 

Williams,  W.  Frarcib,  P.      1 

WUliarosburgh,  Va.,  Nationals  sur- 
prised near,  D.    44 
NaUonal  pickets  attacked  at|     D.    58 
Williamson,  Gbo.  W.,  Gen.,          D.    61 
Williamson,  J.  A.,  Col.,  report  of 
the  battle  before  Wllliamsburgli, 

Doc.  819 

WiUiamston,  N.  0.,  fight  near,      D.    11 

operations   of  the  Massachusetts 

troops  at.  Doc.  108 

Willson,  Forcbtthb,  p.    21 

Wilmington,  N.  C,  yellow  fever  at, 

D.      6 

salt-works  at,  destroyed,  D.    10 

WiLMOT,  Richard,  rebel.  Doc.    56 

Wilson,  Robert,  Capt..  Doc.  621 

Winchester,  Va.,  skirmish  near,  D.  17,  75 

occupation  of,  D.    22 

account  of  the  surrender  of.    Doc  228 

mail-coach  captured  near,  D.    43 

Winder,  John  It.,  Gen.,  rebel.  Doc  611 

*'  Windward,"  brig,  captured,        D.    8S 

WiMGEL,  Lieut  Fifth  Pa.,  D.    5S 

Wintrr,  Williams,  D.    51 

WiNTHROP,  Thbodorb,   hIs   Opinion 

of  Gen.  Butler,  P.    83 

WiRTZ,  H.  R.,  report  on  the  surren- 
der of  Holly  Springs,  Doc.  281 
Wisconsin    Volunteers.     See    Old 
River,  La.,                           Doc.  421 
See  Arkansas  Post 
See  Pattersonvllle,  La. 
Ste  Thompson  Station. 
S^e  Prtdrie  Grove,  ArlL 
Second  Regiment  of,  D.  20,  68 
Twentieth  Regiment  of.           Doc    62 
Twenty-second  Regiment  of,       D.    85 
Twenty-nhith  Regiment  of,         D.    22 
Third  Cavalry  of,                    Doc.    61 
WisK,  John.    See                      Doc  869 
WrrHKRS,  J.  M.,  MRj.-General,  rebel, 

Doc  171 ;  D.  61 
Wireman^s  Shoals,  Ky.,  fight  near, 

D.    25 
WoLroRD,  Frank,  CoL,  operations  of 

the  cavalry  of,  Doc.  272 ;  D.  78 

Women.    See  Cornelia  Oldom. 
a  IwUigerent  secessionist,  P.    12 

rebel,  notice  given  to,  to  go  South, 

D.  17 
A-iends  of  rebels  go  South,  D.  82 
See  Mary  Owens. 

See  Female  Patriotism,  P.    42 

See  Morgan  Barclay,  P.    4S 


See  Rldtmond,  iloC  at 

See  a  ronumor  of  the  campi^       P.  S8 

See  Sarah  Spencer. 

of  the  North  and  the  war,           P.  20 

"  Wonder,"  schooner,  captored,    D.  78 

Wood,  Wm.  D.,  Col,                  Doc  S49 
Wood,  Gen.    oee  Stone  River. 

Wood,   ^   CoL,    Tweoty-secand 

Ohio,                                      D.  44 

Woods,  R.  G.,  Col.,                        D.  97 

Woodbum,  Ky.,  fight  near,           D.  79 
Woodbum,  Tenu.,  National  inroperty 

captured  near,                         O.  50 

Woodbury,  Tena.,  skirmish  near,  D.  89 

expedition  to,                              D.  9^ 

Woodcock,  J.  li.,  rebrt,                 P.  41 
WoooRDFr,  W.  K.,Brig.-G«Q.,  report 
of  the  battle  of  Mnrflneesboro, 

D.KL  131 
WooomN,  RiCHARO  O.,  M^ior  Tenth 

Illinois  Cavalry,                       D.  S 

Woodsonvilie,  Tenn.,  skirmtsh  at,  D.  85 

Woodville,  Tenn.,  skirmish  at,      D.  < 

Wool,  John  G.,  Gen.,                    P.  f 

WoROKN,  John  L.,  Lieut  Com.,      D.  40 

thanked  by  Ooiigress,  D.  41 ;  Dnc  506 

report  of    the  dcstmction  of  the 

Nashville,                           Doc  42» 

Worth woTOM,  J.  J.,  Ckpt,            D.  61 

WtttOHT,  KnvARn,                      Doe.  500 

Wrioht,  U.  G.,  Oca.,      D.  71 ;  Doc  $29 

6^SoutIiFork,  Va..                Doc  ItfO 

proclamation  in  Caliromia,        D.  60 
Wtkdham,  Fbct,  OoL  First  N.  J. 
Cavalry,        D.  9, 42;  Doc  208,  607 


Yancton  Sioox  Indians,  D.      1 

Yankees,  a  rebel's  parting  words  to 

the,  P.    SI 

Yasoo  City,  Miss.,  captured,  D.    78 

Yasoo  Pass,  skirmish  near,  D.    48 

exi)edition  through,  D.     43 

Yasoo  River.  Journal  of  the  expedi- 
tion up  the.  Doc  49< 
YsADOH,  Richard,  Colonel,  of  8.  C, 

D«c  15;  D.  S 
offers  a  reward  for  Gen.  Butler,  D.    80 
Ybatmah,  U.  T.,  Ueat-CoL,  r^tel. 

Doc.  491 
Yellville,  Ark.,  expedition  to,       D.    90 
salt-works  destroyed  at,  D.    %% 

Yellow  Fever,  at  Wilmington,  N.  C, 

D.  5 
Yockna  Creek,  ftfiss.,  fight  at.  Doc  SSI 
YouNO,  Wiluam,  Doc  500 


ZiNCKS, ^  artlfioer,  bratcty  oi;  at 

Pocataligo,  Dnc    40 

ZooK,  S.  K.,   Brlg.-Gen.     See  F^ 
month.  Doc  194 

See  Frederieksbufgh.       Doc  SO,  592 
ZuuL  Va.,  aocouBt  o(  the  fight  at, 

DocSSl;  D.lt 
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